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First Week of Class: 
Wednesday, August 23
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Football Preview: 
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Deadline: Friday, September 22
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LDOC/Year in Review: 
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It’s time for Carolina football.
MACK BROWN
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During one of the North Carolina 
football team’s recruiting events 
at the home of head coach Mack 
Brown, several Tar Heel players 
gathered with the goal of enticing 
prospects to come to Chapel Hill.

Catering to the interests of the 
high school players standing before 
them, the group assembled at the 
ping-pong table. Everyone was 
ready for some cordial competition 
– everyone except Drake Maye. 

With his sweat dripping onto 
his coach’s floor, the first-year 
quarterback stood with a paddle 
in his hand, spending extra time 
working on his serve and dominating 
anyone that challenged him. When 
it was time for offensive coordinator 
Phil Longo to drag him away so the 
young signal caller could talk to the 
recruits about the UNC program, 
Maye could hardly budge.

“Everything that he does, he’s 
just ultra-competitive,” Longo said. 
“And that’s the way he plays the 
game of football – you want that 
with your quarterback.”

After spending much of his 
life around the University – with 
his father, Mark, being the team’s 
starting quarterback in 1986 and 
1987 and his older brother, Luke, 
becoming an All-American on the 

Young faces aim to help 
UNC rebound after 

lackluster 2021 season
By Hunter Nelson

Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com

SEE DRAKE MAYE PAGE 19

JOSH DOWNS FEATURE

New teammates, same goal ahead of 2022

DTH FILE/ IRA WILDER
Then-UNC sophomore wide receiver Josh Downs (11) makes progress down the field on Friday, Nov. 26. 

For two years, UNC wide receiver 
Josh Downs has benefitted from 
veteran leadership and consistent 
quarterback play, molding him into a 
breakout star for the North Carolina 
football team.

But when the junior pass catcher 
lines up for North Carolina in the team’s 
season opener on Saturday, he will be 
entering a world of uncertainty. Not 
only will he have a new quarterback 
under center in redshirt first-year 
Drake Maye, but Downs will also be 
surrounded by a group of young and 
relatively unknown wide receivers.

Senior Antoine Green will spend 
the next six to 10 weeks on the 
sideline after suffering a preseason 
collarbone injury, leaving Downs to 
serve in a role unfamiliar to him — 
the most experienced leader in the 
receivers’ room.

Despite breaking out last year, 
Downs’ mindset has remained the 
same. It was his uncanny work 
ethic that first propelled Downs to 

stardom, and he is using similar 
qualities to lead by example this fall.

“He’s an absolute warrior between 
the whistles,” offensive coordinator 
Phil Longo said. “If anything we have 
to restrain him a bit. He’s probably 
more in danger of overtraining or 
overdoing it during the week.”

When Downs first arrived in 
Chapel Hill in 2020, the first-year 
wide receiver had a well-constructed 
support system around him.

Joining a wide receiver room that 
included the likes of future pros Dazz 
Newsome and Dyami Brown — and 
getting thrown to by emerging star 
quarterback Sam Howell — the 
former four-star prospect from 
Suwanee, Ga., seemed to have his 
success set up for him — looking 
toward those veteran players as 
examples of how to carry himself on 
the college level.

“It was a piece of information that 
I really needed coming into college,” 
Downs said.

However, the depth of receiving 
talent on the North Carolina football 

By Lucas Thomae
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

SEE JOSH DOWNS PAGE 18

DTH GRAPHIC/ GABI ALLEN

DTH GRAPHIC/ CARSON ELM-PICARD

PHOTOS BY IRA WILDER AND CAROLINE BITTENBINDER

DECEMBER 2023

SU MO TU WE TH FR SA 

      1 2 

 3  4     5 6  7 8  9 

10  11 12 13 14 15 16

17  18     19 20 21 22 23

24  25 26 27 28 29 30 

 

Pokémon GO to the polls!
HILLARY CLINTON
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ACCESSIBILITY

People with disabilities face obstacles to voting

The first time UNC sophomore 
Eleanor Bolton cast a ballot, she faced 
more challenges than the typical voter. 

She said her polling place in 
Davidson, N.C., was not accessible 
for people who use wheelchairs, and 
volunteers didn’t know how to help 
accommodate voters with disabilities 
to cast their ballots. 

According to Disability Rights 
North Carolina,  people with 
disabilities can have trouble voting for 
a number of reasons, including being 
unable to use assistive technology 
when they vote because poll 
workers don’t know how to work the 
accessible voting machine or because 
the machine is not functioning.

“A lot of times, even though it’s 
required by law that voter and polling 
locations are accessible, they’re really 
not accessible to everyone and they’re 
not audited in a way that makes sense 
for every single disability,” Bolton said. 

The American Civil Liberties Union 
found that one in every five people 
who are eligible to vote has a disability. 

Furthermore, data analysis done 
by professors at Rutgers University 
estimated that if  people with 
disabilities voted at the same rate as 
people without disabilities with the 
same demographic characteristics, 
there would be about 1.75 million 
more voters in the United States.

Bolton said it is no surprise that 
voters with disabilities don’t turn out 
on Election Day as much as those 
without disabilities. 

“Even where the rules are clear 
and allow for accessible voting, 
there is inconsistent understanding 
and knowledge of those rules,” Corye 
Dunn, director of public policy for 
Disability Rights NC, said. 

All  polling places in North 
Carolina are required by statute to 
be compliant with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. This includes 
providing accessible entrances, 
offering curbside voting, having 
working voting machines for people 
with visual disabilities and ensuring 
there is no prejudice against people 
with intellectual disabilities. 

“We look for accessibility, whether 
or not voters can get in and out easily, 
and we make accommodations,” Jamie 
Cox, the chairperson of the Orange 
County Board of Elections, said. 

Cox said the Orange County 
Board of Elections just added a 
ramp to the Carrboro Town Council 

polling location in order to make it 
easier for voters in wheelchairs to 
get into the polling place.

The County offers a number 
of voting options for people with 
disabilities who are unable to vote in 
traditional booths, he added. 

Curbside voting, for example, 
enables people with mobility 
disabilities to remain in their vehicle 
while voting, Cox explained. Voters 
use a call button to summon an 
election official who then transports 
their ballot and paperwork. The 
official also processes the documents 
for the voter. 

Inadequate technology 
and training contribute 

to trouble at polls
By Maggie McIntyre

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

CAMPAIGN FINANCE

How much money are legislative candidates spending?

EARLY VOTING
The in-person early voting 

period in North Carolina began on 
Thursday, Oct. 20, and will end on 
Saturday, Nov. 5, at 3 p.m.

Orange County locations: 
The Chapel of the Cross, the 

Seymour Senior Center and the 
Chapel Hill Public Library in Chapel Hill; 

VOTING
DTH DATA VISUALIZATION/ANASTASIA DAI

DTH/ CARSON ELM-PICARD

In the run-up to the midterm 
elections, candidates have been 
campaigning across North Carolina. 

In addition to the experience 
and views of  possible future 
representatives, how much money 
they are spending on their campaigns 
also has an impact on elections.

The Daily Tar Heel has broken 
down how much mone y  the 
candidates for state and national 
legislative races have raised so far.

Federal races 

All the candidates for the North 
Carolina seat in the United States 
Senate have raised a total of over $46 
million this election cycle.

Democratic candidate Cheri 
Beasley has raised the greatest 
amount - $33.9 million as of Oct 
19. She has spent $30.8 million of 
that amount. 

U.S. Rep. Ted Budd (R-N.C. 
13th), the Republican candidate, 
has raised $12.5 million and has 
spent $12.4 million.

Matthew Hoh, the Green Party 
candidate, has raised $155,493 and 
spent $145,648. 

Although small in comparison to 
how much money Beasley and Budd 
raised, Rose Roby, campaign manager 
for Hoh, said his candidacy has been 
one of the bigger fundraising successes 
for a non-presidential campaign in the 
Green Party’s history. 

“If you were talking to somebody 
who came out of the Democratic 
Party or the Republican Party, you’re 
going to be having a very different 
conversation than you’re going to 
have with a campaign manager for 
a Green campaign,” she said. “So for 
us, fundraising is the lifeblood of 
being able to run anything.” 

Roby said Hoh’s campaign spent 
at least $30,000 for the ballot access 
effort, and other expenses included 
campaign staff salaries, account 
subscriptions and a small merchandise 
store. She added that the campaign’s 
biggest spending on advertising has 
been to boost ads on Facebook. 

Total spending by U.S. 
Senate candidates has 
surpassed $43 million

By Lucy Marques
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

SEE POLLING PAGE 3

SEE OPPOSITION  PAGE 6

The Efland Ruritan Club in Efland;  
The Carrboro Town Hall in Carrboro; 
Orange Works at the Hillsborough 
Commons in Hillsborough.

The sites will be open from 8 a.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. on weekdays, 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Saturdays and 12 p.m. to 4 
p.m. on Sunday. 

MAIL-IN VOTING
The deadline to request an 

absentee mail-in ballot was on 
Tuesday, Nov. 1.

Voters must have two witnesses 
or one notary public in their 
presence when they fill out their 
ballot and these witnesses must sign 

the ballot before it is returned. 
The civilian deadline to return 

absentee mail-in ballots is Tuesday, 
Nov. 8, at 5 p.m. All ballots must be 
postmarked on or before this date 
to be counted, and must be received 
by the state board of elections by 
Monday, Nov. 14, to be counted.

ELECTION DAY
Election Day is on Tuesday, Nov. 8. 
Voters in Orange County can 

vote in-person, but must do-so in 
their designated precinct. To find 
your precinct, use the Voter Search 
tool on the N.C. State Board of 
Elections website. 

I ain’t got much education, but I got some sense.
LORETTA LYNN
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UNIVERSITY LEADERSHIP

ALLEGATIONS

TENSIONS AT KENAN-FLAGLER

Larry Chavis’ hands start to 
sweat when he gets near the Kenan-
Flagler Business School — his home 
for the past 16 years as a professor.

The school has a heightened 
sense of life and death, professor 
Chijioge Nwogu said. Normal 
stressors are made more trying, 
with some students and alumni 
leaving the school with post-
traumatic stress disorder, he said.

T h i s  s e m e s t e r  a l o n e ,  a 
discrimination lawsuit was filed 
by a former doctoral student, the 
co-leads of the school’s Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion Initiative 
both resigned from their positions 
and the dean, who had been serving 
since 2014, unexpectedly retired. 

The Kenan-Flagler Business 
School has seen internal tensions 
to start its school year.

Rose Brown lawsuit

In late August, Angelica Rose 
Brown, a former UNC Kenan-

UNIVERSITY
Exploring what lead in campus 
water means for UNC

• Eight buildings so far were found 
to have detectable  levels of lead,   
with seven containing amounts over 
the legal amount. Page  3

CITY & STATE
EPA establishes new office for  civil 
rights and environmental justice

• The office comes on the 40th 
anniversary of the enviromental 
justice movement, which began in 
Warren County. Page 8

ELEVATE
Local artist brings  ‘The Carrying 
Stones Project’ to Davis Library

•The project explores women’s 
work inequities across diverse 
backgrounds. Page  9

INSIDE
OPINION
Our  Editorial Board provides a 
guide to midterm voting

• They give direction on all steps 
of the voting process, including 
registation and voting deadlines. 
Page 11

SPORTS
UNC football will  play Miami this 
Saturday

• The Tar Heels will attempt to 
secure their fouth-straight win over 
the Hurricanes after a loss to Notre 
Dame. Page 14

Internal tensions around 
lawsuit, faculty leaving 

arise as school year begins
By Preston Fore 

Assistant University Editor

and Tania Tobaccowala
Elevate Co-Editor

university@dailytarheel.com

Chapel Hill sees sharp rise in gun violence
CRIME

DTH DATA VISUALIZATION/SURABHI DAMLE AND FLORA PENG

Content warning: This article 
contains mentions of gun violence.

Since the start of the year, 
Chapel Hill has been rocked by 
uncharacteristic violence — 2022 
has seen six homicides so far.

Five of the six murders were 
carried out with firearms, according 
to the Chapel Hill Police Department. 

On Sept. 27, one person was 
killed and others were injured in 
a shooting on Pritchard Avenue 
Extension, the site of another 
murder in August. 

Two of those harmed in the 
September shooting at Pritchard 
Avenue Extension suffered gunshot 
wounds and one had other injuries. 

A resident of the Pritchard 
Avenue Extension housing complex 

who asked to be referred to as “F” to 
avoid retaliation from his landlord, 
said he was concerned about the 
rising violence and that he no longer 
feels safe in his home.

“We don’t wanna go the 15 feet to 
the garbage can,” F said. 

F said the neighborhood has 
completely shut down, and that 
he doesn’t recognize his neighbors 
because nobody goes outside.

Overall, though, he feels that 
what has happened on Pritchard 
Avenue Extension is not typical of 
the town.

“Anytime I’m outside of this 
apartment complex, I feel safe, not 
here though,” F said.

Though news of the shootings 
has shaken some, other Chapel Hill 
residents still consider the Town a 
safe place.

UNC student Abhay Zala lives on 
Creel Street, just a few doors down 
from where a resident was killed in 
their home on June 10. Zala said the 
news made him nervous initially.

More deaths occured in 
2022 than in the previous 

four years combined
By Gabriel Morrison

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

SEE COVID PAGE 6

Flagler graduate student, filed 
a federal lawsuit against the 
University, three professors and the 
UNC Board of Governors. The 10 
counts include allegations of race 
discrimination, unlawful retaliation 
and Civil Rights Act violations.  

Brown joined Kenan-Flagler’s 
organizational behavior doctoral 
program in fall 2020 and faced an 
“ongoing pattern of discriminatory 
actions,” according to the filing in 
U.S. District Court.

Brown, a survivor of PTSD and 
sexual assault, was “subjected to 
a double standard motivated by a 
combination of her race and gender 
and when she had the audacity to 
complain,” according to the lawsuit. 

She alleges to have been “pushed 
out” of the doctoral program last 
summer despite having academic 
standing and research performance 
that met program standards.

Brown declined a request to 
speak directly with The Daily Tar 
Heel. Her attorney, Artur Davis, said 
the fact that Brown was succeeding 
as a student makes the case unusual 
— a “red flag” to him as a lawyer.   

“This is not someone who 
was stumbling and struggling, 
but trying to blame racism and 
sexism,” Davis said. “This is not 
someone who wasn’t succeeding 
and was trying to explain a way of 
their lack of success.”

“Our hands are tied. We have 
no voice in this because legal 
counsel has advised me not 
to speak about this issue.”  
Shimul Melwani
Associate Dean of the Undergraduate Business Program, 
named in ongoing lawsuit

DTH/ KENNEDY COX

DTH GRAPHIC/ CARSON ELM-PICARD SEE BUSINESS PAGE 4

Flags of various nations hang in the breezeway of 
McColl Building on Monday, Oct. 3, 2022.

ADMINISTRATION ACCOUNTABILITY
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Today is never too late to be brand new.
TAYLOR SWIFT

129 YEARS OF SERVING UNC STUDENTS AND THE UNIVERSITYSUMMER 2022 VOLUME 130, ISSUE 3

COURTESY OF BRANDI SIMMONS
Students walk through campus during new student orientation in 2019. 
Summer 2022 new student orientation will return to being in-person.SEE THE FIRST PAGE 7

Carolina to hold first 
in-person orientation 

since COVID-19
By Emmy Martin

Summer Managing Editor
university@dailytarheel.com

PERSPECTIVES

Yasmine Hernandez 
recommends relishing 
the UNC experience

By Natalie McCormick
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

As a new class of UNC students 
prepares to step onto campus for the 
first time, some rising juniors and 
seniors offered their advice to the 
incoming Tar Heels.

Rising senior Cameron Bailey 
said that although the first couple of 
weeks of college can be tough, it is SEE RETURNING STUDENTS PAGE 10

Current students’ advice to newcomers

Michael Byrd and Collyn Smith 
may never have met if it wasn’t for 
their first-year orientation.

They were in the same group 
as first-year students, became 
orientation leaders in summer 2019 
and have been friends since.

“I came out of (orientation) sitting 
here with my best friend now, not 
knowing that that was what was 
going to come from it,” Smith, a UNC 
class of 2022 graduate, said.

This summer marks the first 
in-person new student orientation 
UNC New Student & Family 
Programs has hosted since 2019. 
The class of 2026 will experience 

ON CAMPUS
The University offers a variety of 
resources for students:

• The Heel Life website has 
information on clubs, organizations, 
student government and more

• UNC is debuting its IDEAS in 
Action curriculum, which will be 
introduced during orientation

• The UNC Writing and Learning 
Center provides personalized 
academic coaching and peer 

INSIDE

AROUND TOWN

A look at the best places to eat on 
Franklin Street:

• In need of hotdogs, cheesy tater 
tots and a place to watch the game? 
Sup Dogs is the place to go

• When the late-night snack 
cravings hit, check out Cosmic 
Cantina – open until 4 a.m.

• Mediterranean Deli offers 
authentic Mediterranean cuisine 
with vegetarian and vegan options

ON THE FIELD
Where three of UNC’s fall sports 
teams stand entering this year:

• UNC football must choose its new 
starting quarterback following Sam 
Howell’s departure

• Women’s soccer looks to bounce 
back with returning players and a 
strong recruiting class

• Field hockey brings back three-
time national champion Erin Matson 
for a fifth year at UNC

New students come to UNC campus
orientation programming and the 
campus community that the two 
previous classes had to have virtually 
due to COVID-19.

Byrd, a rising senior at UNC, 
said the best thing about in-person 
o r i e n t a t i o n  w a s  t h e  s t r o n g 
connection they built with other 
students in their group.

“I am still friends with some of 
the people, like the people I really 
connected with, in my orientation 
group,” Byrd said. “I genuinely 
consider them my friends and it is 
enjoyable and great. We see each 
other on campus or we catch up, go 
out to dinner.” 

As queer first-generation college 
students from rural hometowns, 
Byrd and Smith said they both found 
a home at UNC and felt welcomed by 
the NSFP staff at orientation.

“I felt very included, and this was 

important to push through and take 
in as much of the college experience 
as possible.

Bailey added that it’s easy to 
forget how quickly the four years 
can pass by.

“It all just becomes magical,” she 
said.

Yasmine Hernandez, a rising 
junior who is majoring in clinical lab 
science, shared a similar sentiment.

“Enjoy it,” Hernandez said. “It 
can be scary at first but once you 
are here and you get into it, it’s 
going to go by super fast and that’s 
kind of crazy.”

She is a member of Cadence, an a 

cappella group on campus that was 
founded in 2003.

After COVID-19 limited her 
ability to socialize during her first 
year at UNC, Hernandez sought 
out clubs as a way to branch out 
and meet new people. She decided 
to audition for different a cappella 
groups, and since then has been a 
member of Cadence.

“When you join a club or an 
organization you automatically 
have, at least Cadence-wise, a group 
of a bunch of girls that are just there 
for you wholeheartedly,” Hernandez 
said. “You know that they are going 
to have your back when something 

happens, and you know they are 
going to love you and accept you.” 

With hundreds of clubs and 
organizations dedicated to arts, 
sports, culture and academics, 
many students are able to find a 
community that fits them. Students 
are also free to create their own club 
that caters to their interests.

Natal ie  Tuinstra ,  a  r is ing 
junior majoring in psychology 
and information -mation studies, 
is the founder and president of 
De Nederlandse Club, which is 
dedicated to learning about Dutch 

Class of 2026: Orientation Guide
BUILDING COMMUNITY

DTH/CARSON ELM-PICARD
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So much is happening and yet nothing at all.
RACHEL COHN

Year in Review
The Old and The New

2022 was a year that brought 
both old and new to the Chapel 
Hill community.  

We saw history repeat itself through 
championship games and midterm 
election cycles, while new celebrations 
and challenges continued to arise. 

For the first time since spring 
2020, UNC’s campus returned 
this fall with no face covering 
requirement — a stark contrast to 
January, when students greeted 
their classmates on FDOC with a 
smile hidden behind a mask. 

The women’s lacrosse and field 
hockey teams went undefeated all 
season, bringing home two NCAA 
National Championship titles in the 
process. The UNC men’s basketball 
team overcame a rough start  to the 
season but bounced back to beat 
Duke twice, play in the National 
Championship and come into fall with 
a preseason number one ranking. 

By Liv Reilly
University Editor

university@dailytarheel.com

While these celebrations and 
victories  aren’ t  a  stranger to 
campus, familiar struggles also 
have made their return, such as 
faculty welfare and pay inequities. 
R a l l i e s  a n d  a c t i v i s m  h a v e 
continued in hopes of higher pay 
for the University housekeepers — 
an issue that some argue has been 
around for over fifty years.

After months of conversations 
regarding the failure to grant tenure 
to Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist 
Nikole Hannah-Jones, a settlement 
was finally reached between her 
and the University. The settlement 
aims to increase diversity and equity 
movements throughout the campus 
and elevate the voices of people of 
color in the community. 

Concerns and conversations over 
campus accessibility and safety issues 
are still echoing throughout the halls 
as broken elevators remain unfixed 
and efforts to fund repairs remain in 
progress. The University’s deferred 
maintenance backlog reached nearly 
$1 billion this year. 

Chapel Hill residents continue 
to face increased costs of living, 
with dwindling affordable housing 
options. The Town continues to 
allocate funding to various initiatives 
in order to provide solutions.

As we continue to see familiar 
recurrences, new forces are also 
influencing the University.

UNC welcomed new deans and 
other administrators after months of 
leadership changes and retirement 
announcements. The new leaders have 
begun their positions and have been 
met with positive feedback from both 
students and staff.

Confusion arose among many 
students at the looming possibility of up 
to $20,000 in student loan forgiveness 
through the Biden Administration. 
However, after recent blocks put up by 
courts, some are left with less hope for 
the possibility of relief.  

After the overturn of Roe v. 
Wade  last summer, North Carolina 
re-instated a 20-week abortion ban 
on Aug. 17. After state and national 
decisions were made regarding access, 

student body conversations and 
advocacy are ongoing. 

In October, The Daily Tar Heel 
produced “The Abortion Issue:” a 
20-page paper and interactive website 
dedicated to covering abortion. It 
included state and campus reactions 
to the court rulings surrounding 
the issue, resources for community 
members and more. 

The future of affirmative action 
awaits a decision from the Supreme 
Court in Students for Fair Admissions, 
Inc. v. The University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. UNC argued 
that affirmative action is a necessary 
component in the college admissions 
decision process and many students 
await the outcome of the case. 

Throughout the fall semester, lead 
was found in the drinking water of 80 
buildings on campus. The University’s 
Environment, Health and Safety 
office launched a four-phase testing 
plan, but many students and staff 
remain concerned. 

A permanent memorial, dedicated 
to James Lewis Cates Jr., was unveiled 

in the Pit earlier this month to honor 
his life. Cates was a 22-year-old 
Black Chapel Hill resident who was 
murdered by members of a white 
supremacist motorcycle gang in 1970 
on UNC’s campus. 

Celebrations of identity and 
culture were captured through 
gatherings ,  dances  and c lub 
meetings. The Holi Moli festival 
was celebrated as the largest 
student-run event at UNC with 
brightly-colored powders painting 
the sky. South Asian dance group 
Bhangra Elite attended the East 
Coast Showdown competition and 
won the first-place title. 

As the year comes to a close, 
many University and surrounding 
community members reflect on  
familiarity and change. 

And whether they were expected 
or not, we continue moving forward. 
Onto the next. 

Welcome to The Daily Tar Heel’s 
2022 Year in Review. 

Twitter: @livvreilly
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Spring Welcome Back: 
Wednesday, January 10

Deadline: Friday, January 5

 

Spring Housing Guide: 
Wednesday, January 24

Deadline: Friday, January 19

 

Tournament Preview: 
Wednesday, March 6

Deadline: Friday, March 1

 

Food Issue: 
Wednesday, April 17

Deadline: Friday, March 12

Last Day of Class: 
Tuesday, April 30

Deadline: Friday, April 26  

Graduation Edition: 
Friday, May 10

Deadline: Friday, April 26
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 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

 25 26 27 28 29

Summer 
Editions:
Orientation Guide
Distributed at orientation to all 
new students throughout the 
summer
Deadline: Friday, April 26

Mail Home Edition
Mailed to all incoming students in 
the first week of July.
Deadline: Friday, June 14

Welcome Back Edition 
and 
FDOC 2024
Dates TBD

All regular issue deadlines are the Friday prior to publication
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