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ACCESSIBILITY

People with disabilities face obstacles to voting

The first time UNC sophomore 
Eleanor Bolton cast a ballot, she faced 
more challenges than the typical voter. 

She said her polling place in 
Davidson, N.C., was not accessible 
for people who use wheelchairs, and 
volunteers didn’t know how to help 
accommodate voters with disabilities 
to cast their ballots. 

According to Disability Rights 
North Carolina,  people with 
disabilities can have trouble voting for 
a number of reasons, including being 
unable to use assistive technology 
when they vote because poll 
workers don’t know how to work the 
accessible voting machine or because 
the machine is not functioning.

“A lot of times, even though it’s 
required by law that voter and polling 
locations are accessible, they’re really 
not accessible to everyone and they’re 
not audited in a way that makes sense 
for every single disability,” Bolton said. 

The American Civil Liberties Union 
found that one in every five people 
who are eligible to vote has a disability. 

Furthermore, data analysis done 
by professors at Rutgers University 
estimated that if  people with 
disabilities voted at the same rate as 
people without disabilities with the 
same demographic characteristics, 
there would be about 1.75 million 
more voters in the United States.

Bolton said it is no surprise that 
voters with disabilities don’t turn out 
on Election Day as much as those 
without disabilities. 

“Even where the rules are clear 
and allow for accessible voting, 
there is inconsistent understanding 
and knowledge of those rules,” Corye 
Dunn, director of public policy for 
Disability Rights NC, said. 

All  polling places in North 
Carolina are required by statute to 
be compliant with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. This includes 
providing accessible entrances, 
offering curbside voting, having 
working voting machines for people 
with visual disabilities and ensuring 
there is no prejudice against people 
with intellectual disabilities. 

“We look for accessibility, whether 
or not voters can get in and out easily, 
and we make accommodations,” Jamie 
Cox, the chairperson of the Orange 
County Board of Elections, said. 

Cox said the Orange County 
Board of Elections just added a 
ramp to the Carrboro Town Council 

polling location in order to make it 
easier for voters in wheelchairs to 
get into the polling place.

The County offers a number 
of voting options for people with 
disabilities who are unable to vote in 
traditional booths, he added. 

Curbside voting, for example, 
enables people with mobility 
disabilities to remain in their vehicle 
while voting, Cox explained. Voters 
use a call button to summon an 
election official who then transports 
their ballot and paperwork. The 
official also processes the documents 
for the voter. 

Inadequate technology 
and training contribute 

to trouble at polls
By Maggie McIntyre

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

CAMPAIGN FINANCE

How much money are legislative candidates spending?

EARLY VOTING
The in-person early voting 

period in North Carolina began on 
Thursday, Oct. 20, and will end on 
Saturday, Nov. 5, at 3 p.m.

Orange County locations: 
The Chapel of the Cross, the 

Seymour Senior Center and the 
Chapel Hill Public Library in Chapel Hill; 
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In the run-up to the midterm 
elections, candidates have been 
campaigning across North Carolina. 

In addition to the experience 
and views of  possible future 
representatives, how much money 
they are spending on their campaigns 
also has an impact on elections.

The Daily Tar Heel has broken 
down how much mone y  the 
candidates for state and national 
legislative races have raised so far.

Federal races 

All the candidates for the North 
Carolina seat in the United States 
Senate have raised a total of over $46 
million this election cycle.

Democratic candidate Cheri 
Beasley has raised the greatest 
amount - $33.9 million as of Oct 
19. She has spent $30.8 million of 
that amount. 

U.S. Rep. Ted Budd (R-N.C. 
13th), the Republican candidate, 
has raised $12.5 million and has 
spent $12.4 million.

Matthew Hoh, the Green Party 
candidate, has raised $155,493 and 
spent $145,648. 

Although small in comparison to 
how much money Beasley and Budd 
raised, Rose Roby, campaign manager 
for Hoh, said his candidacy has been 
one of the bigger fundraising successes 
for a non-presidential campaign in the 
Green Party’s history. 

“If you were talking to somebody 
who came out of the Democratic 
Party or the Republican Party, you’re 
going to be having a very different 
conversation than you’re going to 
have with a campaign manager for 
a Green campaign,” she said. “So for 
us, fundraising is the lifeblood of 
being able to run anything.” 

Roby said Hoh’s campaign spent 
at least $30,000 for the ballot access 
effort, and other expenses included 
campaign staff salaries, account 
subscriptions and a small merchandise 
store. She added that the campaign’s 
biggest spending on advertising has 
been to boost ads on Facebook. 

Total spending by U.S. 
Senate candidates has 
surpassed $43 million

By Lucy Marques
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com
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The Efland Ruritan Club in Efland;  
The Carrboro Town Hall in Carrboro; 
Orange Works at the Hillsborough 
Commons in Hillsborough.

The sites will be open from 8 a.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. on weekdays, 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Saturdays and 12 p.m. to 4 
p.m. on Sunday. 

MAIL-IN VOTING
The deadline to request an 

absentee mail-in ballot was on 
Tuesday, Nov. 1.

Voters must have two witnesses 
or one notary public in their 
presence when they fill out their 
ballot and these witnesses must sign 

the ballot before it is returned. 
The civilian deadline to return 

absentee mail-in ballots is Tuesday, 
Nov. 8, at 5 p.m. All ballots must be 
postmarked on or before this date 
to be counted, and must be received 
by the state board of elections by 
Monday, Nov. 14, to be counted.

ELECTION DAY
Election Day is on Tuesday, Nov. 8. 
Voters in Orange County can 

vote in-person, but must do-so in 
their designated precinct. To find 
your precinct, use the Voter Search 
tool on the N.C. State Board of 
Elections website. 
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SUPREME COURT

SCOTUS hears affirmative action arguments

DTH/IRA WILDER
Kevin Guskiewicz, UNC Chancellor, speaks during a press conference outside of the Supreme Court of the United States after the 
conclusion of oral arguments in Students for Fair Admissions, Inc. vs. the University of North Carolina on Monday, Oct. 31, 2022.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The 
Supreme Court of the United States 
heard oral arguments Monday in a 
case against UNC-Chapel Hill that 
could decide the fate of affirmative 
action, specifically the consideration of 
race, in the college admissions process. 

Private organization Students 
for  Fair  Admiss ions  (SFFA), 
Inc., filed a lawsuit in November 
2014 against UNC, alleging the 
University’s admissions processes 
were in violation of the equal 
protection clause of  the 14th 
Amendment, as well as Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

If the Court rules in favor of SFFA 
against UNC, public universities 
would no longer be able to consider 
race in admissions. 

SFFA argument 

Patrick Strawbridge represented 
the petitioner, Students for Fair 
Admissions, Inc., arguing that racial 
classifications in the college admissions 
process are “wrong.” Strawbridge cited 
Brown v. Board of Education as a 
relevant precedent, which decided that 
schools cannot use race in affording 
educational opportunities. 

The merits of high-achieving 
s tudents  are  d im in is he d  b y 
the assumption that their race 
eased their path to achievement, 

Twitter: @forepreston
@irawilderphoto 

Strawbridge said. Rather, he said, if 
race is a critical part of an applicant’s 
identity or character, they have other 
avenues to express this — including 
in application essays.   

A s s o c i a t e  J u s t i c e  S o n i a 
Sotomayor questioned Strawbridge, 
citing the fact that Black students 
specifically are more likely to be 
educated in underfunded schools 
and that race is a defining part of 
many applicants’ identities. 

“Race is part of the culture and the 
culture is part of the race, isn’t it? I 
mean, isn’t that slicing the bologna 
awfully thin?” Associate Justice 
Elena Kagan said.   

Se vera l  jus t ices  expressed 
concerns that racial minority 
enrollment in higher education may 
plummet if affirmative action is 
deemed unconstitutional. 

“What you’re saying is it just 
doesn’t matter if our institutions 
don’t look like America,” Kagan said. 

R a c e - n e u t r a l  a d m i s s i o n s 
alternatives have been found to have 
no effect on or to increase white 
admission in secondary schools, and 
no simulation in the record would 
produce the level of diversity that 
colleges and universities experience 
today, Sotomayor said. 

C o n c l u d i n g  S t r aw b r i d g e ’s 
argument ,  A ssoc iate  Just ice 
Ketanji Brown Jackson posed a 
hypothetical situation regarding 
admission between two students — 
one fifth-generation legacy student 
and one first-generation college 
student descended from slaves. 
Jackson expressed concerns that the 
University would be able to consider 
family background in the case of 
the legacy student and not the first-
generation student if the court were 
to rule in SFFA’s favor.  

Respondent argument

North Carolina Solicitor General 
Ryan Park spoke for the University 
respondents, arguing that affirmative 
action, and subsequently diversity 
in the classroom, yields critical 
educational benefits.  

“Diversity is our nation’s greatest 
strength,” Park said. 

Park added that UNC values 
diversity of all kinds, and only about 
1.2 percent of the application pool is 
affected by race-conscious admissions.

A tt o r n e y  D av i d  H i n o j o s a 
also presented in favor of UNC’s 
affirmative action policies. 

After being asked by Associate 
J u s t i c e  C l a r e n c e  T h o m a s 
about the academic benefits of 
diversity, Hinojosa said diversity 
fosters innovation, broadening 
p e r s p e c t i v e s  a n d  r e d u c i n g 
stereotypes on college campuses. 

“These are the pipelines to leadership 
in our societies,” Kagan said.

Thomas similarly asked Park 
and United States Solicitor General 
Elizabeth Prelogar what diversity 
means in the context of their 
arguments. Prelogar represented 
the United States government and 
its amicus curiae, or friend of the 
court, brief. 

She said it is “critically important” 
to national security for universities to 
consider race as part of their holistic 
admissions processes. 

SFFA cases could decide 
if race can be considered 

in college admissions
By Preston Fore

Assistant University Editor

and Ira Wilder
Assistant University Editor

university@dailytarheel.com
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RSI provides living options and related supports to people of all ages 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. We promote quality 
of life by maximizing self-determination, development of independent 
living skills, community involvement, meaningful social roles, and 
socially responsible behavior. RSI’s vision is to help children and adults  
to live lives characterized by happiness, dignity, health, and the highest 
possible degree of social responsibility and productivity.

We are hiring students, entry level and 
experienced individuals!

→ Gain experience related to your major
→ Great for Psychology, Sociology, Nursing, Pre-Med,

and other Human Services majors/degrees
→ Paid Internship opportunities
→ Entry-level, paid training

STUDENT
BENEFITS

Our entry level jobs are a great way to gain hands-on health care and human 
services experience! We provide the training and have various shifts available- 
daytime, evening, overnights... We even pay employees to sleep!

$500 Hiring Bonus!!  Positions available immediately! 
Start ASAP!

~ Established in 1974 ~

For more information or to apply, visit https://rsiinc.applicantpro.com/jobs/

Double your 
DTH gift without 
spending more!

With NewsMatch, gifts to 
The Daily Tar Heel

 double
 between now and Dec. 31! 

A matching-gift campaign

Donate today!
startthepresses.org

Help keep student journalism alive!



Absentee mail-in voting is another 
option for voters who are homebound 
or cannot get to polls in-person. Citizens 
must request an absentee ballot by Nov. 
1 and return it to their county board of 
elections by 5 p.m. on Nov. 8. 

Additionally, people can request an 
absentee ballot to fill out from their 
homes but must have two witnesses or 
a notary sign their envelope. 

If people with visual impairments 
choose to vote in person, there are 
accessible voting machines that guide 
them through marking their ballot.

Despite  the  avai labi l i ty  of 
modified voting options, Dunn 
said there can still be problems. 
For example, she said accessible 
v o t i n g  m a c h i n e s  a r e  o f t e n 
unplugged or broken, and finding 
witnesses for absentee ballots can 
be difficult for some voters.

Ricky Scott, a voting rights activist 
who is blind, said he won a lawsuit with 
six other individuals and organizations 
against the state over the right to 
accessible absentee ballots in 2020. 

The ruling stated individuals with 
visual disabilities are now able to use 
a secure online link to request, receive, 
mark and return absentee ballots. 

“Having the right to vote is 
the basics of  this  democratic 
system and we need to have a 

democratic system where every 
single citizen in this country can 
vote with no impediments to that 
practice,” Scott said. “We still have 
much work to do on that because 
impediments still remain.”

Dunn encourages voters with 
disabilities to vote early if they 
want to vote in person. This way, 
voters can choose a polling location 
anywhere in the county that works 
for them and aren’t required to go 

to their assigned polling location, 
which is the case on Election Day. 

Cox also said he hopes to expand the 
availability of sites and hours during the 
early voting period to benefit all voters, 
including those that are disabled. 

“Disabilities manifest in lots and 
lots of different ways and there’s room 
to support all these voters and to make 
sure that they can vote,” Dunn said.

it becomes part of the narrative about 
what it will take to vote,” Shenton said.

Addressing voter’s challenges

Ultimately, Shelton said the goal 
of voting barriers, even if they are 
not insurmountable, is to make 
participation more exhaustive, costly 
and complicated, placing increased 
burdens on voters that discourage 
them from making their voices heard. 

To address these challenges, 
he said that policies must be 
implemented to make voting easier 
and more efficient, reducing the 
institutional and social challenges 
voters face prior to Election Day. 

According to Phillips, this might be 
accomplished by restoring counties’ 

flexibility to determine their early 
voting hours or automatically sending 
ballots to voters who previously chose 
to vote by mail in the past.

Grillet, meanwhile, said North 
Carolina should implement an 
automatic voter registration system, 
which he argued would both 
make voting easier and signal its 
importance to all North Carolinians.

“We should want people to 
participate. We should want everyone’s 
voice involved. We should want 
to do this together,” Shenton said. 
“Democracy is something we do 
together, and we should have everybody 
involved in that.” 
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Poll workers and poll observers: What’s the difference?

By Vina Senthil
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

This election season, poll workers 
and poll observers will be present at 
each polling site in Orange County 
to serve the community.

Poll workers, or precinct election 
officials (PEOs), staff polling sites 
during early voting and on Election 
Day. They check in voters, provide 
ballots and assist voters if needed.

“Essentially, they are our frontline 
election workers,” Jason Roberts, a 
UNC professor of political science 
and member of the Orange County 
Board of Elections, said. 

Roberts said PEOs conduct the 
“retail part” of the voting process by 
interacting with voters at polling sites.

PEOs are paid county workers 
comprised of assistants and judges. 
Judges make decisions regarding voter 
and ballot issues while assistants aid 
judges in their duties, Roberts said. 

In North Carolina, after completing 
an application, PEOs serving as 
judges are recommended by the 
Democratic and Republican parties 
and appointed by their county’s board 
of elections. Assistants also must fill 
out an application, but they may be 
recommended by parties or recruited 
by the board of elections. 

In contrast to PEOs, Jamie Cox, 
chairperson of the Orange County 
Board of Elections, said poll observers 
are volunteers who are appointed by 
the parties. They are not affiliated 
with the county board of elections. 

Poll observers include inside 
observers and outside observers, 
each charged with different tasks and 
required to follow different guidelines 
regarding interactions with voters.

Inside observers are responsible 
for watching the voting process as it 
happens inside a precinct and ensuring 
transparency by identifying problems 
and reporting them to the chief judge 
or one-stop manager, Cox said.

Diane Pozefsky, a computer science 
professor at UNC, is a poll observer 
this election season appointed by the 
Orange County Democratic Party. 

She said observers serve as “extra 
eyes” at polling places, reporting issues 
such as voter intimidation, mechanical 
issues causing delays and other issues 
hindering the voting process.

Pozefsky said poll observers are 
important because they provide an 
additional check and balance in voting.

“There are times when people just 
need a little extra help to deal with the 
system and if I can help out just a bit 
and make it easier for one person to 
vote, I’ve done good,” Pozefsky said. 

While permitted to observe and 
take notes, observers are prohibited 
from interacting with voters, including 
providing voter assistance, wearing or 
distributing campaign materials and 
seeing confidential voter information. 

“They do not have the authority to 
do anything in the voting enclosure 
other than to observe,” Cox said. 

Cox said outside observers can 
distribute campaign materials and 
sample ballots and interact directly 
with voters. They watch the outside of 
polling sites and report issues. 

He said they engage with voters 
and provide information about the 
candidates they are campaigning for 
or their preferred ballot initiatives, 
ensuring that voters are informed 
before entering the polling site. 

He also said outside observers 
cannot carry out these activities within 

the buffer zone — an area extending 50 
feet from the entrance of a polling site. 

Inside and outside observers 
are prohibited from distracting or 
disrupting voters at any point during 
the voting process. 

Pozefsky said disruptive behavior 
by observers can reduce people’s 
willingness to vote, which results 
in a decreased number of voices 
participating in democracy. 

Owen Astrachan, a computer 
s c i e n c e  p r o f e s s o r  a t  D u k e 
University and an outside poll 
observer appointed by the Orange 
County Democratic Party, said if 
observers intimidate voters, the 
voters may warn other voters not 
to go to that specific polling site. 

He also said inexperienced voters 
are especially vulnerable to being 
dissuaded from voting, which is a 
hindrance to democracy. 

Despite reports of poll observers 
intimidating voters in some parts of 
the county, Roberts said the party 
organizations in Orange County 
have not been training observers 
to engage in acts of misconduct. 

He also said the Orange County 
Board of Elections is not anticipating 
that voter intimidation will occur at 
polling sites in the county.

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/SAMANTHA LEWIS
Poll observers make sure polling places adhere to regulations, while poll 
workers are paid staff of polling places.

Twitter: @DTHCityState

Twitter: @HarrisonGGummel

Polling problems continue despite modified options
Continued from Page 1

DTH/SARA JOHNSON
Signs direct voting and voter registration at the Chapel of the Cross in 
Chapel Hill on Monday, Oct. 31, 2022.

M a n y  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n s 
interested in making their voices 
heard in the 2022 midterm election 
have faced institutional, economic 
and informational challenges. 

According to Bob Phillips, executive 
director of Common Cause North 
Carolina, these barriers undermine 
the ability of voters to understand and 
execute their electoral privilege.

“We do have a great democracy. The 
potential of a great democracy is always 
ever-changing, but we have to resist the 
outside threats that are there,” he said.

Institutional and economic barriers

In North Carolina, eligible voters 
can cast their ballots on Election 
Day, during the early voting period 
of Oct. 20 to Nov. 5 or via absentee 
ballot. The state offers same-day voter 
registration during the early voting 
period, but not on Election Day.

Those voting by absentee mail-in 
ballot must request it before Nov. 1 and 
return it prior to 5 p.m. on Nov. 8. 

Chris Shenton, a voting rights legal 
fellow at the Southern Coalition for 
Social Justice, said the requirement 
that all early-voting centers in North 

Carolina have uniform hours is 
detrimental to voters living in rural 
and economically disadvantaged areas. 

Previously, Shenton said the practice 
in North Carolina was to allow counties 
to decide when and where to open early 
voting sites, which reduced costs and 
provided greater flexibility. However, 
he argued that the new policy of 
uniformity, established in 2018, has 
led to a significant cut in the number of 
sites and hours offered to early voters.

“It’s easier for Wake County, for 
Durham County – counties that 
have a decent tax base and have 
some money to run their elections 
with — to absorb that than it is for 
somewhere like Hoke County or Lee 
County, places where the elections 
budget is smaller,” Shenton said.

According to Jean-Patrick Grillet, 
research manager at Democracy North 
Carolina, attempts to limit voting prior 
to Election Day has a higher impact on 
women, young voters, voters of color 
and the economically vulnerable.

“This is for tons and tons of reasons,” 
he said. “The less economically stable 
you are, the less likely you are to have 
time off to go vote on Election Day, 
especially if your only option is on 
Election Day,” he said.

Both Phillips and Shenton argued 
that attempts to implement a voter ID 
law, which was approved by the N.C. 
General Assembly in 2018 but remains 
a subject of lawsuits, threaten to 
disproportionately affect Black voters.

“In minority  communities , 
particularly the ID can sometimes 

be a barrier, especially if it is a very 
limited number of IDs that are 
acceptable,” Phillips said.

Other challenges

Beyond institutional barriers, 
Grillet and Phillips mentioned a 
variety of other social and situational 
challenges that make voting more 
difficult for North Carolinians. 

One of the most significant was a 
lack of information, which Phillips 
said affects all voters equally and 
depresses their desire to cast a ballot.

Grillet also mentioned difficulties 
acquiring transportation to a polling 
place, which he said can depress turnout 
from rural voters and those who lack 
their own means of transportation.

Ho w e v e r,  b o t h  n o t e d  t h e 
increasing challenges created by voter 
intimidation. According to Grillet, this 
pressure can often take many forms 
and can be very tricky to classify due to 
how subjective it is for different voters.

While Shenton said that outright 
violence at polling places is generally 
uncommon, he noted that the United 
States’ increasingly polarized political 
climate has made intimidation more 
frequent. Furthermore, he said 
conflicts at voting sites can have wider-
reaching consequences, suppressing 
turnout even from those who are not 
personally affected.

“These things are part of the air we 
breathe. If you hear about someone 
being threatened for going into a 
polling place, that story spreads and 

Confronting barriers to midterm voting in NC
Challenges might include 
lack of information and 

restrictions at polls
By Harrison Gummel

Senior Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

ELECTION OFFICIALS

VOTING ACCESS

Workers and observers 
have seperate roles in 

interacting with voters

Twitter: @mmcintyre_02
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VOTER TURNOUT

Early voting in Orange County

As of Oct.  31,  24.8 percent 
of registered voters have voted 
absentee mail-in and in-person in 
Orange County. 

Simon Palmore, a senior at UNC 
and poll volunteer with the Orange 
County Democratic Party, said 
early voting is a quick process that 
can be done at any voting center in 
the county.

Lindsey May, an early voter in 
Carrboro, said she has voted in 
every election since 2018.

“It gives us a voice in what 
happens, for what little voice we 
can have,” she said.

Having recently moved to North 
Carolina, May said she has found 
early voting to be a good way to 
take care of casting her ballot 
before the work week.

DTH DATA VISUALIZATION/SURABHI DAMLE

Pa lmore  sa i d  vot i ng  ea r ly 
also helps candidates put more 
r e s o u r c e s  t o w a r d  r e a c h i n g 
undecided voters.

“ The faster  you early  vote, 
the sooner you’re taken off the 
call lists and door knocking lists 
and campaigns can devote their 
resources to voters who may need 
more help coming out to the polls,” 
he said.

Volunteers with the Orange 
County Democratic Party, such as 
Amy Athavale and Solomon Gibson 
III, are providing sample ballots 
and information outside of voting 
sites across the county like the 
Carrboro Town Hall Complex and 
Chapel of the Cross. 

Gibson III said voting is important 
for involvement in current events in 
the state and country. 

“It’s the one place you actually 
can express yourself in a real way 
that has the potential to make any 
kind of difference,” Gibson III said.

In Orange County, almost five 
times more Democrats voted in 
the primaries than Republicans, 
and six times more Democrats 
voted early.

Across North Carolina, early 
voting in midterm elections has 
grown over time. 

In the 2014 midterm primaries, 
26 percent of votes were cast 
using absentee mail-in ballots and 
in-person early voting procedures 
in the state. In 2018, that total 
increased to 31 percent. 

Early voter turnout is generally 
higher during presidential election 
years than midterm election years. 
In the 2020 general election, over 

50,000 people voted early in person 
in Orange County. 

However, the early voting turnout 
in the county for the 2022 midterm 
election has almost reached the 
total early voting turnout for the 
2014 midterm election.

This year’s increase in turnout as 
compared to 2014 might be connected 
to issues on the ballot – including 
access to reproductive health. 

“I ’m really upset about the 
overturning of Roe v. Wade, I’m 
real ly  upset  about anti-trans 
legislation in a lot of different 
states and I’m really worried about 
the possibility of local elections 
forcing a veto-proof majority of 
Republicans in the state House 
and state Senate,” Athavale said. 
“That could be disastrous for us.”

Orange County residents can 
vote early at a variety of locations 
throughout Chapel Hill, Carrboro, 
H i l l s b o r o u g h  a n d  E f l a n d , 
according to the Orange County 
Board of Elections.

Many students go in groups to 
vote at the Chapel of the Cross 
voting location on East Franklin 
Street, but there is a good mixture 
of non-student voters as well, 
Palmore said.

Megan Wagner, the president of 
UNC Young Democrats, said she 
believes student voters are going to be 
important in the upcoming election. 

The UNC Young Democrats 
worked to register student voters in 
Orange County while registration 
was open.  Now, Wagner said 
the organization is providing 
information about candidates and 
encouraging students to vote.

Cheri Beasley, the Democratic 
candidate for the North Carolina 
U.S. Senate seat, lost by 412 votes 
in the race for Chief Justice of 
the N.C. Supreme Court in 2020, 
which Wagner noted is less than 
the number of students in just one 
of the freshman dorms on campus.

“Just in general, students, young 
voters can and will be the margin 
of victory in the election,” she said.

Early voting continues through 
Nov. 5 and Election Day is on Nov. 8. 

“It’s the one place you actually can express 
yourself in a real way that has the potential to 

make any kind of difference.”
Solomon Gibson III

Volunteer with the Orange County Democratic Party
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Renee Price (left) and Charles Lopez (right) are running for the N.C. House District 50 race. Photo by DTH/Gillian 
Faski and Courtesy of Charles Lopez.  

The candidates for N.C. Senate District 23 include Democrat N.C. Rep. Graig Meyer and Republican Landon Woods. 
Photos courtesy of Landon Woods, and DTH/Saurya Acharya.

Meet the candidates for NC House District 50

Charles Lopez and Renée Price 
are facing off for the chance to 
represent District 50 in the N.C. 
House of Representatives.

The district seat is currently held 
by N.C. House Rep. Graig Meyer 
(D-Caswell, Orange), who has served 
in the state House since 2013. Meyer is 
running for a spot in the N.C. Senate to 
represent District 23.

Price, the Democratic candidate, 
won her primary race against Matt 
Hughes, receiving 72 percent of the 
votes. Lopez, the Republican candidate, 
ran unopposed in his primary.  

P r i c e  h a s  s e r v e d  o n  t h e 
Orange County Board of County 
Commissioners since 2012, and 
has served as its chairperson since 
2020. Lopez is an HR manager of a 
landscaping company based in the 
Triangle area and is an investor in 
small businesses. Prior to this, he 
worked as a school administrator 
helping at-risk students.

The Daily Tar Heel asked each 
candidate about their stance on 
contentious issues in the state.

Charles Lopez 

L opez  sa id  educat ion  i s  a 
priority for him, but that he doesn’t 
know that he would be in favor of 
student loan forgiveness. There is 
a cost to education, he said. 

As a former charter school board 
president, he said he has learned 
throughout his career that every child 

N . C .  R e p .  G r a i g  M e y e r 
(D-Caswell, Orange) and Republican 
Landon Woods are running for the 
North Carolina Senate District 23 
seat, which includes Orange, Caswell 
and Person counties.

The seat is being vacated by N.C. Sen. 
Valerie Foushee (D-Chatham, Orange), 
who is running for U.S. Congress.

The Daily Tar Heel asked each 
candidate about their positions on 
important issues in the state.

learns differently. Because of this, he is 
a proponent of school choice.

“Our kids learn in different ways and 
have different interests,” Lopez said. “So 
I do believe that we should be pushing 
out school choice, parent choice and let 
that be the parents’ decision.”

When it comes to reproductive 
rights, Lopez, who is anti-abortion, 
said he believes there is an obligation to 
provide support programs and systems 
for pregnant people. He also added that 
a key item for him is making adoption 
more affordable and accessible.

Ronnie Lucero, the national 
chairperson for the Republican 
National  Hispanic  Assembly, 
said Lopez’s focus on adoption is 
important to him as a father.

“I really appreciate what he does 
with that because he’s not only trying to 
help people in North Carolina,” Lucero 
said. “He’s also trying to do something 
with the children and adoption systems 
in North Carolina as well.”

Lopez said both the RNHA and 
North Carolina Right to Life PAC 
endorsed him.

He said gun regulation won’t 
prevent crime, but he believes there 
is a correlation between gun violence 
and mental health. He also said he 
was in favor of support programs 
to target mental health in order to 
address gun violence.

Lopez also said that, as a small 
business owner, he wants to advocate 
for the developing business in Caswell 
county, which has a poverty rate of 
15.4 percent according to data from 
the 2020 U.S. Census. He said in 
order to help businesses, employees 
should have transportation and 
services available to them.

Lopez said it’s necessary to be an 
informed voter overall, and he hopes 
to see a bipartisan effort to look at 
economic issues across the board.

Graig Meyer

Meyer is the Democratic candidate 
running for the District 23 seat. He 
has worked in the state legislature as 
a representative since 2013. Before 
that, Meyer worked in Chapel Hill-
Carrboro City Schools for 16 years as 
the coordinator of the Blue Ribbon 
Mentor-Advocate program.

Meyer said he avidly supports 
helping people deal with student 
debt. He said the best course of 
action the state legislature can take 
going forward is to keep the cost of 
state universities down.

Meyer said he has also worked 
on legislation concerning climate 
change. He said he plans to work on 

Renée Price

Price also cited education as 
a priority, and said she wants to 
make sure all children have an 
opportunity to get early childhood 
education. More money should be 
put into public schools, she said. 

She also said she supports 
community college as an opportunity 
for further education or career 
preparedness. Price said community 
college helps avoid the burden of 
tuition costs for college, but she does 
support some student loan forgiveness.

With abortion being a major topic 
this election season, Price said she is 
in favor of reproductive health care 

reducing carbon emissions from the 
transportation and agricultural sectors, 
and make the state a hub for electric 
vehicle and battery manufacturing. 

Meyer has also been a sponsor of 
bills to end partisan gerrymandering 
and expand access to voting.

“One of (the bills) I introduced 
last year would have made it easier 
for people under 18 to pre-register 
to vote so that they’re automatically 
ready as soon as they turn 18, and 
also changed the rules on when you 
can register so that you can even 
register on Election Day,” he said.

Meyer was also a sponsor of the 
Marijuana Justice and Reinvestment 
Act in the state house. 

“Our bill would fully legalize 
marijuana, take the money that we 

and that individuals who may become 
pregnant should be provided with 
proper health care.

When it comes to gun legislation, 
Price said she believes most 
individuals who own guns know the 
proper procedures for handling their 
weapons, but that she is concerned 
with the access to guns for those who 
are underprepared.

She said she supports further 
regulation and background checks 
and emphasized that she does not see 
a need for people to have access to 
military-grade weapons.

Price also said she is focused on 
infrastructure, but is particularly 
focused on increasing access to 

make from marijuana and reinvest 
it in the communities that have 
been hurt the most from the war on 
drugs and make sure that we have 
the ability to have the local farmers 
grow it,” he said.

Meyer also said he is an advocate 
for universal criminal background 
checks on all gun sales in North 
Carolina. He said the state should 
pass Extreme Risk Laws, which 
temporarily reduce an individual’s 
access to firearms if they pose a 
danger to themselves or others.

One of Meyer’s endorsements is 
from Planned Parenthood Votes! 
South Atlantic. 

North Carolina Director of Public 
Affairs for Planned Parenthood 
Votes! South Atlantic Jillian Riley 
said the results of the 2022 midterm 
elections will affect the state in 
big ways, specifically noting that 
abortion access hangs in the balance.

“Planned Parenthood Votes! 
South Atlantic  has  endorsed 
many legislative candidates across 
the state who are committed to 
upholding reproductive freedom 
and Rep. Graig Meyer is one of 
those candidates,” she said.

Landon Woods

Landon Woods, the Republican 
candidate, owns Revision Solar, 
a  s o l a r  e n e r g y  m a i n t e n a n c e 
company in Yanceyville, N.C. He 
said his business background 
will serve him well in the state 
legislature, especially in providing 
tax breaks for the working class.

Woods said he also plans to 
increase jobs in the district and help 
keep North Carolina a top state for 
business. According to CNBC, North 
Carolina was named America’s Top 
State for Business in 2022.

He added that he wants to move 
forward with more jobs and better 

broadband in order to get homes and 
businesses connected to the Internet. 

She explained that affordable 
housing and workforce housing are 
important for building the economy 
and nurturing communities.

Price said that, if elected, she would 
have an open door to residents, adding 
that it takes people coming together 
to make a change. She said residents 
should make a plan to vote, and 
encourage others to vote, too. 

“The sacrifices that have been made 
through the generations – in no way 
can we let that be in vain,” Price said. 
“We have got to get out and vote.”

business in an environmentally-
friendly way. 

“Obviously, being a solar company, 
I care about the environment, I care 
about our footprint,” Woods said. 
“But I also want us to be able to move 
forward to where people can start 
a business without an eight-year 
degree, without a four-year degree.”

Discussing climate and the 
environment, Woods said he wants 
North Carolina to develop more 
wind power. He said he would like 
to see more windmills along the East 
Coast, specifically in the mountains 
in the state.

Woods also said more individuals 
should take steps forward in the 
climate fight, rather than large 
companies.

“I would rather see people having 
their own solar panels on their houses, 
a windmill in their own yard, so that 
way we can kind of have more piece 
of the pie rather than a corporation 
charging us to operate their own 
electrical components,” he said.

One of Woods’ goals if elected is to 
keep the streets safe. He specifically 
mentions fighting against human 
trafficking through policy and 
working on prison and criminal 
justice reform.

Along with those goals, he said 
anyone showing telltale signs of 
using a weapon on themselves or 
others should be arrested before they 
get the chance to buy a gun. 

Despite Roe vs. Wade being 
overturned by the U.S. Supreme 
Court  this  summer,  abortion 
remains legal in North Carolina 
before 20 weeks and six days. 

Woods said he is not the candidate 
for voters who support late-term 
abortion, but that he supports an 
exception to abortion bans to protect 
the life of the pregnant person.

Meyer, Woods vie for NC Senate District 23 seat

Renée Price and Charles 
Lopez give their stances 

on contentious issues
By Maddie Van Meter

Senior Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

The district includes 
Orange, Caswell and 

Person Counties
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CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

High schoolers participate in midterm elections

With midterm elections right around 
the corner, many North Carolina high 
school students are encouraging their 
peers to show up to the polls.

The Center for Information and 
Research on Civic Learning and 
Engagement (CIRCLE), a nonpartisan 
research organization, found that 50 
percent of individuals between the 
ages of 18 and 29 voted in the 2020 
presidential election. The organization 
said this was likely one of the highest 
rates of youth electoral participation 
since the voting age was lowered to 18.

Elise Edmondson, a junior at 
Millbrook Magnet High School in 
Raleigh, said voting is one of the few 

ways young people get to influence 
what happens in the country, so it is 
important to not take it for granted. 

“We have to grow up watching 
all these decisions get made that we 
don’t really get a say in,” Edmondson 
said. “I feel like once you’re able to 
vote, it’s so important because you’ve 
seen the way different things impact 
people. Now it’s our chance to finally 
do something about it.”

Edmondson is not eligible to vote in 
this election but plans to vote in 2024.

Langley Maciejewski and Ananya 
Cox, the co-presidents of East Chapel 
Hill High School’s Democrats Club, 
said people under 18 can still make a 
difference even if they aren’t eligible 
to vote in the upcoming election.

Cox and Maciejewski said they have 
been working in civic engagement 
through their teenage years. They 
noted the experience of trying to make 
a difference while being stuck at home 
and feeling helpless due to their age. 

This motivated them to help give 
other students the opportunity to 
make an impact through work with 
the Democrats Club.

Those under 18 also have options 
to participate in the election process 
, including volunteering for political 
campaigns, attending campaign events 
and working the polls on Election Day. 

Young people can also research 
candidates and share information on 
topics they care about with family and 
friends who are eligible to vote.

Maciejewski said this election is 
all the more important because of the 
volatile climate of the country. 

“The scene of politics is more polar 
than it has been, probably ever,” Cox 
said. “I know that politics does cause 
a divide even among families and 
just communities, but at the end of 
the day, it’s not about blue or red. It’s 
not about Democratic or Republican 
policies or ideas.”

Colin Doyle, a senior at Cardinal 
Gibbons High School in Raleigh, 
said the divisiveness of politics has 
deterred him from registering to vote.

“I feel like the reason that I don’t 
really want to pay attention to stuff 
like that is because when I think 
politics, it’s just negative,” Doyle said. 
“It’s so divisive, so I don’t really want 
to involve myself with it.”

According to a 2018 study by the 
Pew Research Center, 15 percent 
of Americans said they find voting 
difficult, and 10 percent of those 
individuals mentioned a divisive 
political environment as a reason.

“The main thing that would help 
would be just making politics less just 
rude and insulting, and actually have 

Students volunteer, 
attend campaign events 

and work the polls
By Maddie Policastro

Senior Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @mkpolicastro

U.S. HOUSE

Foushee and Geels race for NC’s 4th Congressional District

Valerie Foushee and Courtney Geels won their respective primary elections 
and are facing off in the general election this November.  Photos courtesy of 
Foushee and Geels.

N.C.  Sen.  Valerie  Foushee 
(D-Chatham, Orange) and political 
newcomer Courtney Geels will face 
off in the race to represent the 4th 
Congressional District of North 
Carolina in this year’s general election.

The district includes Alamance, 
Orange, Durham, Person and 
Granville counties, as well as someof 
northeastern Caswell County. Rep. 
David Price (D-NC 4th) is retiring 
after decades of serving as the district’s 
representative, leaving the seat vacant.

Valerie Foushee

Foushee is a UNC graduate and 
has served in Orange County for 
approximately 25 years in local and 
state government.

“I love being able to give back to this 
community, in particular, because I 
am a product of it,” she said.

She told The Daily Tar Heel 
she believes the most important 
issues facing North Carolinians 
are inflation, protecting a right 
to reproductive freedom and 
protecting democracy.

Foushee said supply chain 
disruptions and employment 
practices have to be addressed to 
help the economy. She also said 
that the minimum wage needs to be 
raised to keep pace with inflation.

According to her website, Foushee 
supports comprehensive reform of the 
criminal justice system. She also told 
The Daily Tar Heel that she wants to 
end cash bail, consider alternate ways of 
policing and decriminalize marijuana.

“There are systemic issues that we 
have to address such that we’re not 
filling prisons,” she said.

Foushee, who previously worked 
as an administrator for the Chapel 
Hill Police Department, said she 
supports police reform including 
banning chokeholds.

After the Oct. 13 mass shooting in 
Raleigh, Foushee told The Daily Tar 
Heel that she supports gun control 
legislation including banning assault 
weapons, promoting safe storage and 
implementing red flag laws.

Foushee said that she supports the 
Green New Deal and would like to see 
more investments in wind and solar 
and less dependence on fossil fuels.

“I believe we have an obligation 
to generations to come to do better 
than we have done with protecting 
the earth,” she said.

She said Democrats should codify 
Roe v. Wade as soon as the next 
session begins if they expand their 
majorities in Congress.

Courtney Geels

Geels is a political newcomer 
running as a Republican with 
a background in nursing. She 
told The Daily Tar Heel she was 
inspired to run because she felt the 
federal government had too much 
power in her own family. 

“My overarching goal  is  to 
decrease power in the federal 
government and give power to the 
state and the local level,” she said.

Truth, justice and unity are 
three values highlighted on her 
campaign website.  Geels told 
The Daily Tar Heel that without 
truth there isn’t justice and the 
enactment of truth and justice 
creates unity.

“I find that a lot of the separation 
in our country is due to a lack of 
truth, because people are arguing 
about things that they’re reading 
on social media, Twitter, the news, 
but they don’t really know the full 
truth,” she said.

Geels said justice is important 
to her and she wants to take 
steps to reform “outlandish” laws, 
including the 1994 Crime Bill, 
which she said is discriminatory.

“I also just think you have a 
non-violent crime, why should you 
be in jail for more than 10 years?” 
she said.

Geels told The Daily Tar Heel 
she also wants to advocate for 

higher pay for law enforcement to 
combat low morale, slow response 
times and declining recruitment.

She said she is for school choice 
and believes that government 
funding for schools should come 
through vouchers. 

Geels said declining enrollment 
in  publ ic  schools  shows  the 
current system does not work. She 
said many families are choosing 
to homeschool or put their kids in 
private schools. A voucher system 
would put public, charter and 
private schools in competition 

giving more kids educational 
opportunities, according to Geels. 

She told The Daily Tar Heel that 
she believes schools are spending 
too much time teaching kids “a 
certain worldview,” which she said 
is causing literacy rates to go down.

When asked about what place 
religion has in public life and 
government ,  G eels  sa id  that 
everyone brings their worldview 
into lawmaking and her worldview 
is a Christian one.

Twitter: @msingleton4

Both cited criminal 
justice reform as an 

important issue
By Maddie Singleton

Senior Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

Opposition spending signficantly against Beasley
There was no data available for 

Libertarian U.S. Senate candidate 
Shannon Bray’s campaign spending.

N.C.  Sen.  Valer ie  Foushee 
( D - C h a t h a m ,  O r a n g e ) ,  t h e 
Democratic candidate for U.S. House 
District 4, has raised $1,190,431 and 
spent $1,019,983. 

Republican candidate Courtney 
Geels has raised $359,613 and spent 
$266,850.

State races 

N.C. House District 50 Democratic 
candidate Renée Price spent $30,032 
this election cycle. The Republican 
candidate for N.C. House District 50, 
Charles Lopez, spent $2,713. 

“For a candidate for House, one of 
the best ways to fundraise is to have a 
candidate make direct calls to voters,” 
Cathy Chapman, campaign manager 
for Price, said. “But as far as the 
events, I think events help you with 
getting more excitement and getting 
volunteers involved.”

Chapman said the benefit of 
campaign fundraising is that it allows 
campaigns to print postcards, mailers 
and have a professional website. She 
said the actions would not be possible 
with only volunteer help. 

She said, for the general midterm 
election, Price’s campaign sent mail to 
20,000 people costing over $13,000.

“People don’t realize when they 
get that simple mailer that’s not in an 
envelope, that when you’re mailing to 
thousands of people, you don’t get any 

breaks from the post office,” she said. 
Chapman said campaigns need to 

spend more on mailers and digital 
advertising. She said she would 
like to return to increased door-to-
door campaigning, as door-to-door 
fundraising is effective in helping 
community members get out and vote 
because people pay attention to their 
friends, neighbors and local groups. 

N.C. Rep. Graig Meyer (D-Caswell, 
Orange), N.C. Senate District 
23 Democratic candidate, spent 
$253,538 this election cycle. 

Republican candidate Landon 
Woods has spent $2,937.

Outside spending 

Suzanne Globetti, a UNC teaching 
associate professor of political 

science, said campaigns are moving 
away from local news ads and putting 
more money into streaming services.

She added that the Citizens 
United vs. FEC court case in 2010 
opened up campaign funding, and 
allows any person or business with a 
lot of money to contribute as much 
as they want to campaigns. 

Globetti said one type of outside 
spending group is a super political 
action committee.

“Essentially those organizations 
can raise money in unlimited sums 
from people and can spend it in 
unlimited sums, but they do have to 
disclose who is giving the money and 
what they’re spending it on,” she said. 

Super PACs are not allowed to 
coordinate with the actual candidate’s 
committee. Globetti said particularly 

nasty or controversial ads often come 
from an outside group. 

For the North Carolina US Senate 
race, outside spenders have given 
$44.1 million to oppose Beasley and 
$15 million to oppose Budd. 

Beasley received $5.6 million in 
supportive outside spending and 
Budd received $21.1 million.

“As much money as there is, as many 
ads as there are, we haven’t really found 
a very strong link, actually,” Globetti 
said. “Ads are not thought to be very 
effective during campaigns.”

She said political scientists think 
the economy, the popularity of the 
candidate and the partisan swing in 
a district or state all predict elections 
much more than candidate spending. 

Twitter: @Lucymarques_

Continued from Page 1

DTH FILE/ IRA WILDER
Students leave East Chapel Hill High School on Monday, Sept. 12, 2022.

actual information instead of just 
slandering other people,” Doyle said.

Though Doyle said he does not 
feel he has adequate knowledge on 
political topics, he said young people 
that are knowledgeable on issues 
should go out and vote.

“Young people should go out and 
vote if they have the knowledge, but I 
also feel like a lot of them don’t have 
the knowledge,” Doyle said. 

According to a 2020 CIRCLE 
study, people who were taught about 
voting in high school are more likely 
to vote when they are eligible. Only 
12 percent of individuals who were 
encouraged to vote in high school 
said voting is a waste of time, while 
26 percent who were not encouraged 
think voting is a waste of time.

Cox said there are many resources 
for young people to access and learn 
more about different political issues. 
She recommended the North Carolina 
State Board of Elections website for 
factual information on candidates.

“No matter how small the seat 
may be in the House or how local a 
candidate is or how low stakes it may 
seem with a lower voting population,” 
Maciejewski said. “It really makes a 
difference if you go out and vote.”
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U.S. SENATE RACE

Ted Budd, pictured on left, courtesy of Seth Herald/Getty Images/TNS, and Cheri Beasley pictured on 
right, courtesy of Sean Rayford/Getty Images/TNS.  

Editor’s note: This article was 
originally published on Oct. 7.

In their only debate in the race for 
U.S. Senate, former North Carolina 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Cheri 
Beasley and U.S. Rep. Ted Budd 
(R-N.C. 13th) discussed issues 
including inflation, abortion and 
marijuana legalization on Friday.

The race between Beasley and Budd 
is one of the tightest Senate races in 
the country as they vie for the seat 
currently held by U.S. Sen. Richard 
Burr (R-N.C.). According to a Marist 
Poll released on Oct. 26, Beasley and 
Budd are tied with support from 44 
percent of registered voters surveyed.

Political journalist Tim Boyum 
hosted the debate on Spectrum 
News 1. Before the debate, Boyum 
a s ke d  No r t h  C a r o l i n i a n s  t o 
send him suggestions, which he 
incorporated into the questions. 

He began the debate by asking 
Beasley and Budd about inflation. 

Beasley said the U.S. Congress 
should take steps to combat inflation 
by lowering drug prices and lessening 
corporate profit margins. She noted 
that “North Carolinians are hurting.”

Budd said people in the state are 
struggling to afford basic goods, and 
said the Biden Administration went 
too far with its spending packages.

Boyum then moved to  the 
issue of abortion. When he asked 
Budd if he supported a 15-week 
abortion ban or a total ban with no 

exceptions, Budd said he supports 
“saving unborn lives.”

Budd repeatedly  sa id  that 
Beasley supports the Women’s 
Health Protection Act, a proposed 
f e d e r a l  b i l l  t h a t  p r o h i b i t s 
governmental  restrict ions on 
a c c e s s  t o  a b o r t i o n  s e r v i c e s . 
Beasley responded by saying that 
she agrees with the provisions set 
by Roe v. Wade. 

“I support the Roe v. Wade 
framework that allows for protections 
and restrictions on abortion later in 
pregnancy so that when abortion 
happens later in pregnancy, it only 
happens in serious problems like 
when the mother’s health is at risk,” 
Beasley said.  

When asked what he would say 
to unaffiliated or independent 
voters who may be concerned about 
Trump’s endorsement, Budd said 
that he endorsed him because he is 
an “America first candidate.”

Boyum said the most-asked 
questions by viewers surrounded 
accepting election results. Both 
Budd and Beasley said they would 
accept the results of the 2022 
election. However, he re-affirmed 
his vote to overturn the 2020 
election result.

“Having that  debate  was a 
healthy thing and I do stand by 
that vote,” Budd said. 

B o y u m  a l s o  a s k e d  a b o u t 
President Joe Biden’s recent steps 
regarding marijuana possession. 

On Oct.  6,  Biden pardoned 
thousands of people with federal 
offenses for simple marijuana 
possession and initiated a review of 
how the drug is classified. He also 
encouraged state governors to take 
similar steps to pardon state simple 
marijuana possession charges.

Boyum asked the candidates 
about their position on legalising 
marijuana and what their plans 
would be should they support 
doing so.  

Budd said he does not support 
Biden pardoning those with federal 
offenses for simple marijuana 
possession and said it was “bad 
all around.” He said he thinks the 
pardon and legalizing marijuana 
generally sends a harmful message 
to young people.

Beas le y  sa id  she  suppor ts 
legalizing the recreational and 
medical use of marijuana and wants 
to address disparities in sentencing. 

The two discussed their 
positions on health care, 
abortion and marijuana

By Emmy Martin
City & State Editor

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @emmymrtin

“I look forward to seeing more about 
this proposed rule by the president, but 
it is important that we stand firm in 
understanding the benefits of legalizing 
marijuana,” she said. 

When asked about crime and 
guns, Budd said he wants to support 
the Second Amendment while 
keeping guns out of the hands of 
“dangerous people.” He also said 
Beasley would defund the police, a 
claim that she denied.

Beasley praised Congress’ recent 
legislation on gun safety and added 
that Budd’s words do not match his 
action, saying he has voted against 
extra funding for police four times. 

Boyum then asked what the 
candidates believed about health care. 

Budd said North Carolina needs to 
emphasize innovation, transparency 
and choice. He said that Medicare for 
All would not bring that affordability.

“I will look at anything that 
m a ke s  l i f e  b e tt e r  f o r  No r t h 
Carolina,” Budd said.

Beasley said that she wants to 
expand the Affordable Care Act 
in response to a question about 
Medicare for All. 

Early voting continues through 
Nov. 5, and Election Day is on Nov. 8.

Beasley, Budd squared off in October debate
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Meet the state Supreme Court candidates

Editor’s note: This article was 
originally published on Oct. 2. 

Two out of the seven seats on 
the North Carolina Supreme Court 
are up for election this November. 

Democrat Robin Hudson, has 
served as a judge on the court 
since 2007, but she will not run 
for reelection this year as she 
would meet the state’s mandatory 
retirement age of 72 in her next 
term if she were to be reelected.

Democrat  Lucy Inman and 
Republican Richard Dietz are 
competing for Hudson’s seat.

The other  seat  belongs  to 
Democrat Sam Ervin IV, an associate 
justice on the court since 2014. He is 
now running for reelection against 
Republican Trey Allen.

NC Supreme Court Seat 3

From a young age, Dietz said he 
has aspired to work in law. 

He was the first in his family 
to attend college and graduated 
first in his class at Wake Forest 
University School of Law. Dietz 
was elected to the N.C. Court of 
Appeals in 2014.

“In my eight years on the Court of 
Appeals, I’ve distinguished myself 
by writing thoughtful opinions that 
are concise and easy for the public 
to read and understand,” Dietz said 
in an email.

Running as a Republican, Dietz 
said he wants to emphasize the 
leadership he will bring to the 
state Supreme Court. He said 
this includes competent skills as 
a justice, collaborative character 
for important legal issues and a 
drive to improve the justice system 
beyond the courtroom. 

He also said he prides himself on 
leaving all political missions out of 
his work.

“I’ve made the theme of my 
c a m p a i g n ,  ‘ L e a d e r s h i p ,  n o t 
politics’,” Dietz said. 

Inman grew up in Raleigh and 
majored in English at N.C. State 
University. After graduating, she 
worked as a news reporter at the 
now-closed Raleigh Times. She 
said that as she covered the court 
system, she became inspired to 
attend law school herself. 

After finishing law school at 
UNC, Inman worked as a law clerk 
for former N.C. Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Jim Exum.

She was elected to the N.C. 
Court of Appeals in 2014, the same 
year as Dietz. Inman said the law 
must remain accessible to people 
from all walks of life. 

“I’m running to make sure that 
our state’s court of last resort 

cont inues  to  fo l low the  rule 
of law, protects every person’s 
constitutional rights and keeps 
partisan political agendas out of 
its decisions,” Inman said.

Although Inman is running 
as a Democrat, she added that 
she thinks non-partisan judicial 
elections would be more fitting for 
the office and better for the justice 
system as a whole. 

NC Supreme Court Seat 5

Ervin grew up in Morganton, 
N.C .  He  s t u d i e d  h i s t o r y  a t 
Davidson College before attending 
Harvard Law School. Eventually, 
he returned to Morganton to 
practice law for 18 years.

Ervin was elected to the N.C. 
Supreme Court in 2014 and is now 
running for reelection. Previously, 
he was a member of the North 
Carolina Utilities Commission  
and served on the N.C. Court of 
Appeals from 2009 to 2015.

“I’m running because I want to 
make sure we have a court system 
that is focused on deciding cases 
based on the law, the facts and 
nothing else,” Ervin stated.

Although he is running as a 
Democrat, he added he would 
like to prevent the court from 
becoming a political body. With a 
possible new term, Ervin said he 
hopes to continue the momentum 
he has built since joining the court 
eight years ago.

Originally from Robeson County, 
Allen attended UNC Pembroke and 
the UNC School of Law. 

Afterward, he worked as a judge 
advocate in the United States 
Marine Corps. After being honorably 
discharged, he began a clerkship with 
N.C. Supreme Court Justice Paul 
Newby, who is now  chief justice.

According to his website, Allen 
has also taught at UNC, where his 
work focused on local governmental 
law, where he was named Albert and  
Gladys Hall Coates Distinguished Term 
Associate Professor for 2020 to 2022. 
Now, he works for the North Carolina 
Administrative Office of the Courts.

As a candidate, he envisions 
a court with judges that issue 
rulings based on the Constitution 
as  original ly  understood and 
the laws as they were written 
while excluding political views, 
according to his website. 

Running  as  a  Republ ican , 
Allen’s website said he values 
dignity and respect and believes 
that judges should provide equal 
justice under the law.

Allen did not respond to The Daily 
Tar Heel’s request for comment 
before the time of publication. 

Candidates emphasize 
the importance of a 
nonpartisan court

By Hannah Ma
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @DTHCityState

Judges campaign for Seats 8, 
9 on NC Appeals Court

Seats 10, 11 in Appeals 
Court on ballot

PHOTO COURTESY OF NORTH CAROLINA JUDICIAL BRANCH

The N.C. Court of Appeals is pictured above. 

Editor’s note: This article was 
originally published on Sept. 28.

Both of the incumbents for seats 10 
and 11 on the North Carolina Court of 
Appeals are running to keep their seats 
this November.

Here is what you should know 
about the campaigns for both seats on 
the appellate court. 

NC Court of Appeals Seat 10

Both candidates ran unopposed 
in their primary races, and the 
incumbent Republican Judge John 
Marsh Tyson and his Democratic 
challenger Judge Gale Adams moved 
forward to campaign for Seat 10.

Tyson previously served as a 
judge for the N.C. Court of Appeals 
from 2001 to 2009. Despite not 
winning reelection in 2008, he won 
the seat again in 2014 and has held 
the position since.

He has taught at the Campbell 
University School of Law for 35 years 
and said he has always aimed to be 
transparent with his work.

Tyson said he has received 
endorsements from both the N.C. 
Press Association and the N.C. 
Defense Fund.

The Democratic  candidate, 
Adams, is running to serve on an 
appellate court for the first time. 
After law school, Adams served as 
a judge advocate general for the 
U.S. Navy. Since, she has served as 
an assistant district attorney and 
worked in the Office of the Federal 
Public Defender.

She was elected as a resident 
superior court judge in Cumberland 
County in 2012. Adams said she 
hopes to bring her diverse legal 
experience to the court.

“ Pe o p l e  i n  t h e  c o u r t r o o m 
should be treated with dignity and 
respect,” Adams said. 

She has received endorsements 
from the North Carolina Advocates 
for Justice and the state chapter of the 
National Association of Social Workers.

NC Court of Appeals Seat 11

The race for Seat 11 includes 
Democratic incumbent appellate Judge 
Darren Jackson and his Republican 
opponent Judge Michael Stading. 

Jackson ran unopposed in the 
Democratic primary election in May.

Jackson has over 25 years of legal 
experience in small claims court, the 
U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts 
and the Fourth Circuit Court of 
Appeals. He also served as a member 
of the N.C. House of Representatives 
from 2009-2020 and was the House 
minority leader from 2016-2020.

He was appointed to his current 
seat on the N.C. Court of Appeals by 
Gov. Roy Cooper on Dec. 30, 2020, 
filling a vacant position left by Judge 
Phil Berger Jr., who is now serving on 
the N.C. Supreme Court.

“Hopefully I get to continue 
to serve and be transparent and 
predictable in decisions that I make 
based upon the law and nothing 
else,” Jackson said.

Stading, who defeated fellow 
Republican Charlton L. Allen in 
the May primary elections, is the 
Republican candidate for Seat 11. 

Stading has experience as a 
prosecutor, a district court judge 
and a judge advocate general in 
the U.S. Air Force.

“On the Court of Appeals, I will 
continue to uphold the same values 
I do every day in my current job as a 
North Carolina district court judge 
– treat everyone with respect and 
dignity while applying the law fairly 
and impartially,” Stading said. 

According to his campaign 
website, he hopes to uphold the 
Constitution, defend law and order 
and protect American values.

Incumbents campaign 
as challengers fight for 

their seats
By Audrey Kashatus

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @DTHCityState

Editor’s note: This article was 
originally published on Sept. 28.

Seats 8 and 9 on the North Carolina 
Court of Appeals, the only intermediate 
appellate court and second-highest 
level court in the state, will be on the 
ballot in the 2022 midterm elections. 

NC Court of Appeals Seat 8

Democrat Carolyn Thompson is 
running against Republican Julee 
Flood for Seat 8. Both were unopposed 
in their party’s primary election.

Lucy Inman currently holds 
the position, but her term is set 
to expire at the end of 2022. After 
serving on the N.C. Court of Appeals 
since 2015, Inman is running for the 
N.C. Supreme Court this year.

Thompson has over 26 years of legal 
experience as both an attorney and a 

judge. As an attorney, she worked with 
family law and issues related to mental 
health and elder abuse. 

Thompson served as an N.C. District 
Court judge from 2009 to 2018. She 
went on to be the first female judge 
appointed to the N.C. Superior Court 
in the Ninth Judicial District.

“There’s no way I could have just 
continued to listen to, ‘We’re in 
trouble, democracy is in trouble’ and 
not get in the fight to help uphold 
our Constitution and our individual 
rights,” Thompson said.

Thompson thinks transparency 
should be at the forefront of the court 
system. She said she will not advocate 
for a particular ideology or position and 
maintains the idea that “the role of the 
court is to remain independent.”

Flood believes experience and 
objectivity are crucial aspects of the 
position. She has extensive experience 
with the N.C. Court of Appeals as an 
attorney. She has worked with nine 
appellate judges and justices at both 
federal and state levels, four of whom 
were Democrats. She is currently 
working for Judge Jeffery K. Carpenter.

“I’ve written hundreds of judicial 
opinions, so I am ready to serve 

North Carolinians from day one 
with experience that is highly 
relevant,”  Flood said.

Flood said she thinks that having 
an unbiased, “apolitical” perspective 
of the law is vital. 

Flood has also taught at law schools 
at Elon University and the University of 
Tennessee, the University of Tennessee 
College of Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies, and at the Duke 
University Paralegal Program.

NC Court of Appeals Seat 9

Republican Chief Justice Donna 
Stroud is the incumbent candidate 
for Seat 9 running for reelection 
against Democrat Judge Brad 
Salmon who is currently an N.C. 
District Court Judge.

Stroud was elected to the N.C. 
Court of Appeals in 2006 and has 
held her position continuously for the 
past sixteen years. In January 2021, 
Stroud was appointed as the Chief 
Justice of the Court of Appeals.

During her time on the court, Stroud 
said she has written almost 1,300 
opinions and has extensive experience 
as an appellate jurist. She prioritizes 
clarifying the law for North Carolinians. 

“I would just ask people to judge 
me based upon my actual work 
and my experience over all of these 
years,” she said.

Salmon, Stroud’s Democratic 
opposition, has been a District 
Court judge since 2021, representing 
District 11, which includes Lee, 
Harnett and Johnston counties. His 
campaign centers around the value 
of fair and impartial justice.

In 2015, Salmon was elected to 
the N.C. House of Representatives 
for District 51. He served for two 
years. He is also a founding partner 
of The Salmon Law Firm.

Salmon did not respond to 
requests for comment from The 
Daily Tar Heel.

The seats are on second-
highest bench behind 

the N.C. Supreme Court
By Carly Breland

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @DTHCityState

DTH FILE/ANNA CONNORS
The Supreme Court of North Carolina, located in Raleigh, is pictured on Aug. 
26, 2022.
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RACIAL EQUITY

R3 Symposium returns for seventh session

The event will focus on 
participatory justice 

and what it looks like
By Liza Smith

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

The seventh session of the Race, 
Racism, & Racial Equity (R3) 
Symposium will be held virtually 
on Thursday, Nov. 3 at 12 p.m. This 

semester ’s symposium focuses 
on “Highlighting Participatory 
Justice Scholarship: Working to 
Advance Racial Equity.”

T h e  R 3  S y m p o s i u m  w a s 
originally planned to be an all-day, 
in-person event in April 2020, but 
as the world shifted to online, the 
symposium was forced to do the 
same. Due to the pandemic, the 
one-day event transformed into 
multiple sessions that have been 
held over the past two years. 

“The whole series is highlighting 
research that in some way is 
working to advance racial justice,” 
Allison De Marco, R3 Symposium 
co-convener, said. 

D e  M a r c o  s a i d  t h a t  s h e 
appreciates the shift to a virtual 
platform, as it allows the event to 
be more inclusive and involve a 
wider variety of perspectives. 

This  sess ion wi l l  foc us  on 
participatory justice and what that 
looks like in various communities. 

Pa r t i c i p a t o r y  j u s t i c e  i s  t h e 
importance of participation in 
the decision-making process from 
individuals most impacted by a 
certain decision or outcome. 

“I think of it  (participatory 
justice) as giving folks that are 
closest to the issue the primary 
voice in coming up with solutions,” 
De Marco said.  

The panel includes Iheoma U. 
Iruka, Andrew H. Whittemore and 
Ariana Ávila, among other guests. 
Each panelist will have time to discuss 
the specifics of their individual 
research and its implications. 

Iruka’s  research focuses on 
centering the voices of  Black 
parents and how communities can 
work collectively to fight issues 
surrounding racism. Her research 
aims to ensure that these issues 
are not only being discussed but 
also actively worked against. 

“What are we really doing to try 
to activate the change?” Iruka said. 
“Whether in local governments or 
communities, how are we actually 
doing this work?”

De Marco said Whittemore’s 
research looks into the connection 
be tween the  increase  in  the 
number of Black elected officials 
in Durham and how this  has 
resulted in more equitable zoning. 
His research aims to understand 
the influence of elected positions 
on equitable communities and 
structural barriers. 

Ávila is a doctoral candidate at 
UNC whose research examines 
food sovereignty among farm 
workers, specifically focusing on 

By Eilah Wood
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

The sessions are meant 
to help multicultural 

students at UNC

Content warning: This article 
mentions rape and sexual violence.

Two programs hosted by UNC’s 
Counseling and Psychological 
Services Multicultural Health 
Program are hoping to shed light 
on the increased sexual violence 
toward marginalized communities. 

These seminars aim to help 
students prevent harassment and 
promote healthy dating habits, 
and are being organized by the 
Multicultural Health Program and 
the University’s Gender Violence 
Service Coordinators. 

“ G r e e n  F l a g s :  H e a l t h y 
Relationships and Safe Dating for 
International Students” was held 
on Friday, Oct. 28, at 1:00 p.m. in 
room 3407 of the Carolina Union. 

“Healing Forward: Intimacy 
after Trauma for BIPOC Students” 
will be on Wednesday, Nov. 16 at 
5:00 p.m. in room 3201 of the 
Student Union. 

Ceara Corry, a licensed clinical 
social worker associate with the 
Multicultural Health Program and 
a UNC alumna, works as a liaison 
between the Multicultural Health 
Program and GVSC. 

“It is not meant to be a lecture, and 
it’s not going to be talking at people 
for an hour and a half,” she said. “It’s 
more activity- and discussion-based.” 

Erinn Scott, assistant director 
for  the  Mult icultural  Health 
P r o g r a m ,  s p o k e  a b o u t  t h e 
difficulties international students 
may  face  when adjus t ing  to 
American university culture.

“We’re seeing more international 
s t u d e n t s  a c c e s s i n g  s e r v i c e s , 
holding to traditional cultural 
norms and trying to adjust to 
American norms around dating 
and consent,” Scott said. 

Susan Chung, a licensed clinical 
social worker at CAPS and a part of 
the Multicultural Health Program, 
s a i d  t h e y  k n e w  o f  a  f o r m e r 
international student that lacked 
prior knowledge about trauma 
and its warning signs, though 
this student had unknowingly 
experienced it. 

“She didn’t realize that it was 
a trauma until we started talking 
about it,” she said. “I hope that 
(students) can gain something, 
learn something and then prevent 
themselves any further harm.”

Black female students are twice 
as l ikely to receive unwanted 
sexual  touching compared to 
other ethnic groups, according to 
a survey conducted by Columbia 
U n i v e r s i t y ’s  S e x u a l  H e a l t h 
Initiative to Foster Information.

According to Corry, there is a 
tendency for students to rush the 
healing process, one of the topics 
to be covered at one of the sessions, 
along with accepting and navigating 
the experience of intimacy after 
experiencing trauma. 

The three officials stressed the 
importance of respecting one’s 
comfort level and recognizing when 
a situation has exceeded a limit. 

“One thing that I encourage 
students is to trust your gut. If it 
doesn’t feel right, your gut instinct 
is there for a reason,” Corry said. 

C h u n g  a l s o  s a i d  c r e a t i n g 
a plan before going to social 
events, setting a drink limit and 
speaking with American friends 
are beneficial ways to prevent 
unwanted sexual  contact  for 
international students who may 
not realize dangerous scenarios or 
may feel obligated to fit in. 

T hey  a lso  sa id  control l ing 
behavior in domestic or casual 

situations is another warning sign 
of an abusive relationship.

The seminar is  open to al l 
students looking to support peers 
or for information on forming 
healthier relationships and safe 
sexual activities. 

“You can also come if you’re 
here to learn how to support a 
partner or a friend better,” Corry 
said. “So it doesn’t even have to be 
that you’ve experienced any sort of 
trauma yourself.” 

Scott also hopes the seminars 
will remind students that they 

CAPS hosts safe dating seminars on campus  

Photo taken by Daniel Brown
Ceara Corry is an MPA, MSW, and LCSWA. Corry is social worker and liason between the Multicultural Health 
Program and GVSC.

can take advantage of the services 
offered within CAPS, including 
specialized group therapy, brief 
individual therapy, outreach and 
other programs.

“I think the most important 
thing is that we are really here 
for students,” Scott said. “We are 
student-focused, student-driven, 
and we value feedback. And, we hope 
that it means that more students, 
international students and students 
of color access our services.”

food insecurity in Immokalee, FL. 
Ávila said her interest in the area is 
sparked by her personal background, 
as she was raised in a farmworker 
family in southwest Florida.  

“I’m interested in looking at food 
insecurity by using the framework 
of food apartheid, where food 
apartheid is  highlighting the 
structural reasons as to why lack 
of food access or poor quality may 
exist in certain places and how 
that affects the people who live in 
those places,” she said. 

The session aims to explore 
t h e  p a n e l i s t s ’  r e s e a r c h  a n d 
amplify student work which does 
not always get the promotion 
i t  d e s e r v e s ,  D e  Ma r c o  s a i d . 
The session will emphasize the 
importance of working collectively 
to  push for  rac ia l  equity  by 
e xp lor ing  how par t ic ipator y 
justice is imperative. 

I r u k a  s a i d  s h e  v i e w s  t h e 
symposium as an opportunity 
to engage the UNC community 
in conversation that discusses 
“ h a r d  t r u t h s ”  a n d  r e a l i t i e s 
regarding racial inequality. She 
believes that opening up this 
type of conversation can help the 
community better understand 
what they as individuals can do to 
work toward justice. 

“We can only get to the next side 
if we go through it, rather than try 
to go around it,” she said. 

The panel is open to all and 
registration is available on UNC’s 
Diversity and Inclusion website.  

DTH/JAKE HOGAN
Dr. Andrew H. Whittemore, stands in front of New East on Wednesday Oct. 27. Whittemore, along with four other panelists, will 
host a symposium exploring the multitudinous ways advancing participatory justice benefits everyone.

Twitter: @dailytarheel
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Data shows disparities in school performance
Grades from NCDPI 

show non-white students 
are underperforming

Twitter: @averysnotbaker

In September, the North Carolina 
Department of Public Instruction 
released performance data for North 
Carolina school districts from the 2021-
2022 school year.

The data revealed disparities in 
performance within Chapel Hill-
Carrboro City Schools.

Data collection 

School performance grades are 
calculated by using a weighted model of 
80 percent achievement and 20 percent 
growth, according to the NCDPI.

Curtis Sonneman, section chief 
of analysis and reporting for the 
NCDPI’s Office of Testing and 
Accountability, said achievement 
scores are determined by N.C. End-
of-Grade test results for reading, 
math and science for elementary 
and middle schoolers. 

ACT WorkKeys assessment 
results determine the achievement 
scores for high schoolers.

Lauren Sartain, an assistant 
professor in the UNC School of 
Education, said student growth is 
dependent on the amount students 
learn during the school year.

“People in public policy and 
economics of education, which is 
my field, tend to think of the student 

growth factor as more in the purview 
of the school,” Sartain said.

R o d n e y  T r i c e ,  d e p u t y 
superintendent for teaching and 
learning, systemic equity and 
engagement at CHCCS, said each 
test provides a snapshot of where a 
student is on a particular day. Looking 
at growth data measured over time, 
he said, gives educators a sense of 
students’ academic trajectories.  

Ho w e v e r,  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e 
assessments alone don’t give students 
the opportunity to demonstrate the 
extent of their knowledge, Trice said.

“If I had my way, we could 
look at other ways that students 
can demonstrate mastery in the 
classroom,” he said.

Performance grade disparities

NCDPI data indicated disparities 
between socioeconomic subgroup 
performance grades within schools.

Eighteen schools in CHCCS — all 
except UNC Hospital School and 
Phoenix Academy High School— had 
subgroup letter grades recorded in data 
from NCDPI. 

Every single one of the schools 
received a grade of “A” or “B” in 
the subgroup of students who are 
categorized as white.

In contrast ,  there wasn’ t  a 
s ingle  school  in  CHCCS that 
a w a r d e d  t h e  B l a c k  s t u d e n t 
subgroup with an “A.”

Furthermore, nine out of 11 
schools with sufficient data from the 
Hispanic student subgroup received 
a letter grade of “C” or lower. 

The federal Every Student Succeeds 
Act of 2015 specifies 30 as the 
minimum number of students per 
indicator subgroup. 

Sartain said she believes this is 
related to students’ access to resources 
outside of school and said the system 
is set up to punish schools that serve 
disadvantaged student groups. 

An “Insufficient” grade is only 
given if there is not enough data for 
all the indicators of the subgroup. 
If a subgroup meets the minimum 
requirement for at least one indicator, 
then the group will get a score.

A significantly larger amount of 
“Insufficient” grades have been given 
to non-white student subgroups. 

For example, there was insufficient 
data for the Black student population 
at Carrboro High School despite there 
being 66 Black students in 2022.

Of the 18 schools that reported 
subgroup letter grades in CHCCS, no 
school had an incomplete grade for 
their white student subgroup. 

“If there is not enough data for all 
indicators, then the student group does 
not get a score,” Sonneman said in an 
email. “If the student group has at least 
one academic indicator that meets 
the minimum requirements, then the 
student group will get a score.”

Trice said he believes these 
disparities represent historical 
trends prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic. He said there are many 
reasons why students from minority 
communities are often caught up in 
these patterns, including access to 
resources as Sartain said. 

Achievements

On a larger scale, the district saw 
some improvements in growth and 
performance. 

The data showed that 100 percent 
of schools in CHCCS met or exceeded 
their growth expectations.

CHCCS also saw a 94.5 percent 
graduation rate — the highest rate 
recorded in the district’s history. It 
increased from 92.8 percent, which was 
recorded during the previous year. In 
comparison, the statewide graduation 
rate was 86.2 percent, down 0.8 percent 
from the previous year.

Trice said he believes these 
improvements make a statement 

about the importance of students 
learning in-person.

He said he attributes the growth to 
students being back in a communal 
space and teachers having a more 
direct link to observing students’ 
understanding of the material. 
Teachers can also address concerns 
in real-time, he said.

“It doesn’t surprise me that students 
are rebounding,” Trice said. “We fully 
expect that that trend will continue.”

Trice said CHCCS is taking steps to 
ensure that students are engaged in the 
highest possible level of content rigor 
and feel respected and affirmed through 
culturally responsive instruction.

George Griffin, a member of the 
CHCCS Board of Education, said the 
district, through its Strategic Plan for 
2022 to 2027, aims to take a holistic 
look at students’ emotional and mental 
well-being in addition to test scores to 
see what needs to be adjusted in order 
to mitigate educational disparities.

“We are looking at their instructional 
program, but more specifically looking 
at it through a racial equity lens,” he said. 

Griffin said he thinks CHCCS will 
show increasingly positive results for 
the current school year based on positive 
staff responses to district leadership.

DTH DATA VISUALIZATION/PALLAVI SASTRY

By Avery Baker
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

and Pallavi Sastri
Data Reporter

records@dailytarheel.com
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PACKAGE | FIELD HOCKEY

DTH/IRA WILDER
UNC senior Erin Matson (1) goes for a hard drive during a field hockey game against Duke on Saturday, Oct. 29, 
2022, at Jack Katz Stadium in Durham, N.C.

DTH FILE/SAMANTHA LEWIS
UNC sophomore midfielder, Kennedy Cliggett guards the ball on Sunday, 
Oct. 23, 2022 against Saint Joseph’s University. UNC won 6-0.

After Kennedy Cliggett netted North 
Carolina’s second goal against Duke in 
the game’s , the sophomore forward 
looked to her coach as she ran back to 
the center circle.

Head coach Karen Shelton flashed 
the signal.

With the approval of her mentor, 
Cliggett cranked out the Griddy, 
dancing her way around the turf while 

her teammates cheered on in UNC’s 
2-0 win over the Blue Devils.

“Before every game, me and coach 
have a celebration ritual — we have 
to Griddy together,” Cliggett said. 
“During the whole week of practice, 
I was like, ‘If I score at Duke I’m 
definitely Griddying.’”

With the relaxed vibes seen late in 
the second period from the Tar Heels, 
some may assume North Carolina had 
dominated play throughout the game. 
Rather, it was Duke who came out 
punching first.

After denying UNC’s first possession, 
the Blue Devils worked their way down 
the outskirts of the pitch and drew the 
afternoon’s first penalty corner. The 
dominant assertion early on seemed 

unlikely considering Duke’s winless 
record in conference play, but Shelton 
was not surprised. 

“We told them to expect this,” she 
said. We were (Duke’s) last shot and a 
way to redeem their season.”

The Blue Devils’ ensuing shot 
was clubbed away by sophomore 
goalkeeper Abigail Taylor, shifting the 
momentum in favor of the Tar Heels.

Over the next 13 minutes, North 
Carolina controlled possession inside 
Duke’s territory, putting pressure on 
the Blue Devils’ defense. After failing 
to convert its first two penalty corner 
attempts, North Carolina broke 
through on its third try as senior 
forward Erin Matson chopped the ball 
into the bottom left corner of the cage.

“The first goal is always the biggest, 
especially when the other team comes 
out firing,” Matson said. “At the same 
time when we go up one to nothing, 
we say to ourselves it’s 0-0 because the 
game’s not over.”

The once loud and rambunctious 
Blue Devil faithful turned quiet 
as the chants of “Tar Heels” filled 
Jack Katz Stadium.

North Carolina continued its 
dominant play into the second quarter. 
After another prolonged possession 
near Duke’s cage, Matson dribbled a 
no-look pass to Cliggett, whose one-
timer gave UNC a two-goal advantage. 

“I wouldn’t be able to (score) 
w i t h o u t  a l l  my  t e a m m a t e s ,” 
Cliggett said. “Erin set me up a 
beautiful ball on the baseline.”

Despite Cliggett’s goal marking the 
final scoring play for the Tar Heels, 
Shelton said she was more impressed 
with her team’s performance and 
maturity in the latter frames, as Duke 
was held to zero shots in the final 

quarter of play. The clean sheet marked 
the eighth time the Tar Heels shut out 
an opponent this season and helped 
Matson complete a clean sweep over 
Duke in her storied career.

When the final buzzer sounded, the 
Tar Heels huddled in its defending 
half to celebrate, showing the same 
emotion seen earlier when Cliggett 
displayed her new Griddy. 

And though Shelton’s dance moves 
aren’t quite up to the standard of those 
she coaches, the Tar Heels’ ability to 
harp on the fun times in sport has built 
a strong bond for North Carolina as the 
team prepares to enter postseason play.

“This season we’re so close — we’re 
having a lot of fun,” Matson said. 
“We’ve talked about it for multiple 
games about (Cliggett) scoring and 
having to Griddy… she and Coach 
go at it. I think Coach has been 
practicing (the Griddy) a little bit, 
but she’s got a little ways to go.”

With the win, UNC 
will enter the ACC 

Tournament undefeated
By Evan Rogers

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @evanr0gers

DTH/LIV REILLY
UNC first-year midfielder Ryleigh Heck (12) attempts to maintain possession during a field hockey game against Duke on Saturday, 
Oct. 29, 2022, at Jack Katz Stadium in Durham, N.C.

Fresh off of a 2-0 win over Duke 
on Saturday, the No. 1 UNC field 
hockey team will return to Jack Katz 
Stadium in Durham for the ACC 
Championship this week. 

The Tar Heels’ first game will 
take place on Wednesday at 1 p.m. 
against either Syracuse or Boston 
College. If UNC wins, the Tar Heels 
will progress to the championship 
game at 2 p.m. on Friday.

The Tar Heels are looking to 
stay undefeated and capture the 
team’s 25th ACC Championship. If 
the Tar Heels continue to play with 
the same skill they have shown all 
season, UNC should be well on its 
way to adding another conference 
tournament trophy to its case.

Dominate in goal

First-year Kylie Walbert and 
sophomore Abigail Taylor have split 
time in goal so far this season and have 
combined for eight shutouts.

Taylor has been especially dominant 
— holding the highest goalie win-loss 
percentage in the nation while also 
recording the country’s third-best goals 
against average at .88.

It’s important to note that UNC’s 
stingy defense, anchored by ACC 
Defender of the Year Meredith Sholder, 

is partially responsible for the success of 
this goalkeeping duo by preventing the 
ball from progressing into the shooting 
circle. However, the continual poise of 
Taylor and Walbert has proved to be a 
difference-maker in the momentum of 
many games in this season.

While close games are rare for the Tar 
Heels, the ACC Championship and its 
competitiveness is an entirely different 
beast from the regular season, making 
Taylor and Walbert’s performances in 
goal even more critical to the success of 
UNC this upcoming week.

Capitalize on penalties

Penalty corners are a rare aspect of 
the game that the Tar Heels struggled 
with early on in the season. 

Shelton has said that when her 
team enters the shooting circle, 
they want “50 percent of that time 
to either be a shot on goal, a penalty 
corner or a goal”. For a good portion 
of the season, UNC was goal-hungry, 
not focusing enough on finding the 
easy shot by drawing a penalty corner.

This month, however, UNC is now 
a top-25 team in penalty corners, 
jumping from No. 34 to No. 22 in the 
nation. This improvement will prove 
useful in potential matchups against 
tough opponents like Wake Forest, the 
No. 2 seed in the ACC Championship.

In the team’s 2-0 win over 
Duke, UNC earned its first goal of 
the close matchup off of a penalty 
corner. Earlier this month, North 
Carolina opened both its  3-1 
win over UVA and 6-1 win over 
Syracuse with Sietske Brüning 
goals off of penalty corners.

If UNC looks to earn the penalty 
corner early, it should set the tone in 
its ACC matchups and lead to success 
in this week’s conference tournament.

Spread the ball

While UNC senior forward and 
record-breaking five-time ACC 
Offensive Player of the Year Erin 
Matson is known for her scoring 
prowess, her abilities as a facilitator are 
not recognized nearly as often.

Matson acts like the quarterback 
of North Carolina’s offense, which 
should look to continue its skillful 
play in the shooting circle in the ACC 
Championship. The squad has upped 
its game over the course of the season, 
pulling off no-look passes amongst 
other flashy plays in recent games.

Much of UNC’s efficiency on offense 
comes from its constant movement, 
as Matson, sophomore midfielder 
Jasmina Smolenaars and ACC 
Freshman of the Year Ryleigh Heck, 

among others, can be seen constantly 
cutting to the goal when playing off 
the ball. Pair this with North Carolina’s 
quick passing and transition ability, and 
UNC’s high-powered offense has all the 
tools needed to succeed this week.

With one of the nation’s best 
offenses, the Tar Heels simply need 
to rely on the cohesion they’ve 
built over the course of the season 
to continue their dominance.

Twitter: @shelbymswanson

The Tar Heels will play 
in the ACC Tournament 
semifinals Wednesday

By Shelby Swanson
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

Tar Heels defeat Duke to end regular season

Top-ranked UNC seeks its 25th ACC Championship



In his first season at the helm 
of  the  team,  North Carol ina 
quarterback Drake Maye hadn’t 

DTH/ KENNEDY COX
UNC redshirt first-year quarterback Drake Maye (10) defends the ball during the football game at Kenan Stadium on 
Saturday, Oct. 29, 2022. 
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FOOTBALL

Downs, Green shine in win over Pittsburgh 

The wide reciever duo 
combined for four scores 

and nearly 300 yards
By Lucas Thomae

Assistant Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com

BY THE NUMBERS

388
Passing yards 
against Pitt

4
Receiving TDs by 
Green and Downs

21
Points scored in 
4th qtr.

26
First downs

282
Receiving yards for 
Green and Downs

61
Rushing yards for 
Maye (team high)

11.4
Yards per 
completion

31:28
Time of possession

seen a team quite so physical as 
Pitt was in Sunday night’s 42-24 
homecoming victory.

The Panthers stacked the box 
against the redshirt first-year 
quarterback and ramped up the 
pressure, sacking Maye twice in the 
first quarter and nullifying UNC’s run 
game. It seemed effective in the first 
half, as the Panthers led the Tar Heels 
17-14, but there was a clear issue with 
that strategy, and Maye recognized it.

“When they got seven in the box 
you know it’s four on four outside,” 
Maye said. “So that’s not a good 
plan for the defense.”

In one-on-one situations, UNC 
receivers Antoine Green and Josh 
Downs were given the space to make 
big plays through the air. The duo 
combined for 282 receiving yards on 
21 receptions and four touchdowns, 
as the Panthers’ defensive backs 
struggled to contain either player.

Green sparked the Tar Heels’ 
offense in the first half with a one-
handed, 16-yard touchdown catch 
to open up the scoring for UNC. The 
senior recorded 109 first-half yards 
in his best game yet as a Tar Heel.

The emergence of Green has been 
key in drawing attention away from 
Downs, who didn’t see much work 
over the first two quarters.

“People just got to key (on) to 
both of us now,” Green said.

Lining up out wide, Green made 
several explosive plays to march the 
Tar Heels downfield and put them 
in scoring range. In UNC’s final 
scoring drive of the second quarter, 
he hauled in consecutive 18- and 
50-yard catches to flip the field and 
set up Maye to find redshirt first-year 
receiver Kobe Paysour in the end zone, 
cutting UNC’s deficit to three points.

UNC put it all together in the 
second half, as the team essentially did 
away with the run and allowed Maye 
to unleash an all-out aerial attack.

“Drake got hot. We just said we’re 
not gonna run the ball,” Brown said. 
“They got too many in the box, they’re 
blitzing every time, so let’s throw it.”

Brown said he made it a point to 
get the ball to Downs, and the star 
junior receiver came alive with two 
touchdowns in the second half. Down 
10 with six minutes left in the third 
quarter, Downs beat his defender to 
the corner and Maye connected with 
pinpoint accuracy, lofting the ball neatly 
into his hands for the touchdown.

After that score, everything 
seemed to open up for the offense. 
UNC ended the game with 28 
unanswered points, turning what at 
first seemed to be the makings of an 
upset into a big-time victory. 

And at the center of it all was UNC’s 
star quarterback, who continues to 
drum up national attention and find 
new ways to impress on a weekly basis.

Brown joked after the game that 
he’s getting tired of talking about 
Maye, but sitting at 7-1 and squarely 
in control of the ACC Coastal 
division, the veteran coach did reveal 
some inkling of how much potential 
he thinks this season holds.

“Special players make special 
seasons,” Brown said. “And these 
guys are just clicking.”

Twitter: @LucasThomae
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WORD ON THE STREET

What are students prioritizing in this election?

DTH/PHILLIP LE
DTH staffer Lauren Rhodes interviews Daniel Goldstein, a junior, in the Pit about what he is prioritizing this election 
cycle on Oct. 26, 2022.

Voting has begun, and UNC 
students are hitting the polls. 

With many important issues on 
the docket, students have a lot to 
consider when casting their ballot.

Staff  writer Lauren Rhodes 
asked students: “What are you 
prioritizing this election cycle?”

Daniel Goldstein, junior exercise 
science major

“ Fo r  m e ,  f o r  v o t i n g ,  I ’m 
p r i o r i t i z i n g  c o m m o n - s e n s e 
democracy, and I think just general 
civility that I’d like to receive.”

Rotimi Kukoyi, first-year health 
policy major

“Some issues that I’m specifically 
prioritizing with my votes in the 
upcoming midterm elections are 
I’m looking for candidates that are 
willing to accurately and boldly 
represent their constituents in 
terms of promoting voting equity, 
looking at racial equity within the 
nation, continuing our country’s 

responses  to  pressing health 
pandemics, epidemics and looking 
at how we can promote welfare for 
the most vulnerable populations 
and our communities.”

Mary Salyards, first-year 
sociology major

“ Vo t i n g  i s  s u p e r ,  s u p e r 
important right now, especially 
with the political climate. I feel 
like a lot of people’s rights are on 
the line. And it’s really important 
that people do their research and 
vote for who they believe in.

Rachel Covington, sophomore biology 
and medical anthropology major

“This election cycle — I really 
am prioritizing anybody except for 
Ted Budd.”

Sage Clausen, first-year political 
science and history major

“I ’m definitely  priorit iz ing 
reproductive rights, obviously. But, 
also just upholding voting rights. 
I would like there to be enough 
people in Congress to make some 
change about just protecting our 
democracy in general. But, also just 
on the state level with the North 
Carolina General Assembly, the 
threat of an abortion ban in North 
Carolina is really critical.”

Payton Salmonson, first-year 
music major

“I’m kind of an issue voter, the 
biggest ideas for me in this election 
cycle (include) abortion, it’s the biggest 
one for me this year. So that’s what’s 
motivating my vote.”

Elijah Danley, first-year biomedical 
engineering major

“I think honestly for me I have 
been really busy just with college 
and this is the first election I will 
be able to vote, and so I think my 
biggest priority is just voting.”

Mary Mckenzie, sophomore 
chemistry major

“This election, I’m prioritizing 
reproductive rights.”

The Daily Tar Heel 
asked students for their 

opinions on voting
By Lauren Rhodes

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dailytarheel

VOTING ACCESS

Professors create site with election information

DTH/TAYLOR NOCK
UNC Professor, Rebecca Kreitzer, poses by the Old Well on Wednesday, Oct. 25, 
2022. Kreitzer created a website designed to help students learn how to vote.

With elections and early voting 
underway, professors and student 
activists are trying to find ways 
to make resources more easily 
avai lable to students as  they 
navigate the voting process.

Rebecca Kreitzer, an associate 
professor of public policy at UNC, 
believes that many students are 

interested in politics but can face 
challenges when it comes to voting. 

“Young people are interested in 
politics, but they don’t always vote. And 
so I’m very interested in the differences 
between who votes and who doesn’t 
vote, and why some people vote and 
other people don’t vote,” she said.

Kreitzer’s research has pointed to 
both the effects of political socialization 
and knowledge of the voting process as 
being important factors into whether or 
not a student votes. To help engage both 
first-time voters and those who have 
questions, she and Whitney Manzo, an 
associate professor of political science 
at Meredith College, created a website 
to help provide information in an easily 
accessible, direct way.

LearnAboutVotingNC.com takes 
people through a list of questions to 
help learn important details such as 
their polling places, sample ballot and 
registration status.  It also can help 
answer questions they have about 
Election Day, such as how to find out if 
their vote was counted. Manzo said she 
hopes this resource will increase voter 
turnout both now and in the future.

 “We wanted to create a simple 
space where basic questions could 
be answered and guides to more 

information could be offered,” Manzo 
said in an email statement. “Political 
science research shows that once 
someone has voted even one time, they 
are more likely to vote in the future. 

She said that if the group can 
encourage just one person to go vote, 
they can help increase voter turnout in 
the present and the future. 

UNC first-year Martha Plaehn 
is the phone banking coordinator 
and secretary for the North Carolina 
Public Interest Research Group’s New 
Voters Project. She is a passionate 
advocate for student voting and first 
became interested in voting due to 
her parents’ encouragement — on 
her 18th birthday, they gave her a 
voter registration form as a gift.  

“I firmly believe that we’re voting 
for our future. It’s like we’re using our 
voice to vote, and then our voice to 
have power in our government,” Plaehn 
said. “And then the second thing that’s 
probably more the reason why I vote is, 
I really think voting is a privilege.”

Students will not just be voting 
in Chapel Hill this election, as 
some students who are registered 
in their home county or state will 
be voting by absentee ballot. This 
can raise complications, ranging 

from meeting deadlines to finding 
stamps to use to mail the ballots. 

G e r r y  C o h e n ,  a n  a d j u n c t 
instructor at Duke University’s 
Sanford School of Public Policy 
and a member of the Wake County 
Board of Elections, said he worries 
that these kinds of difficulties will 
hinder students from getting their 
votes in on time.  But for students 
living on campus, he said registering 
in Chapel Hill is relatively simple.

“One of the most important 
things, if you’re a student on campus, 
is if you’re not registered yet, you can 
register by going to early voting and 
register on-site,” he said. “And all 
you need to show is your OneCard. 
Because that shows, they can look up 
your residence from that.”

This applies to any student living 
in any on-campus residence hall, 
including Granville Towers.

For more information, students can 
visit Kreitzer and Manzo’s website for a 
guide on voting or the Orange County 
website for more information on early 
voting. The early voting polling location 
closest to campus is the Chapel of the 
Cross at 304 E. Franklin Street.

Rebecca Kreitzer and 
Whitney Manzo hope to 
increase youth turnout

By Serah Culler
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com
Twitter: @dailytarheel

HORTICULTURE

Coker Arboretum renovation now underway

The North Carolina Botanical 
Garden has begun a renovation of 
the Coker Arbor, the covered walkway 

that signifies the entrance to Coker 
Arboretum, intended to make it safer, 
more accessible and more attractive. 

A major reason for the renovation 
is the inaccessibility of the current 
walkway. Plans for the renovation 
include converting the walkway to a 
sloping path with no stairs at the end 
to make it more accessible. 

There have also been concerns 
a b o u t  c o l l i s i o n s  b e t w e e n 
pedestrians and vehicles around 

the entrances to the arbor, which 
parallels Cameron Avenue. The new 
arbor will be further removed from 
the street and include larger entry 
points to avoid accidents.

“That’s a very congested and very 
blind corner — just really dangerous for 
an intersection between pedestrians, 
cyclists and motorists,” Stern said. 
“And so in doing this renovation and 
changing the elevation of a walkway, we 
have an opportunity to really open that 

area up so it’s safer for people to travel 
across that part of campus.”

Employees from the Botanical 
Garden have removed vines from the 
arbor to prepare for the removal of the 
wooden posts, which will commence 
after final exams, when students leave 
campus for winter break. 

The NCBG hopes to have the 
structure fully dismantled by the 
beginning of the spring semester so the 
walkway can be used by pedestrians. 

Construction on the walkway will 
start no later than fall of 2023, and new 
vines will be planted soon after.

“People will  still  have their 
beloved arbor for their graduation 
pictures in just the blink of an 
eye,”  Arboretum Curator Margo 
MacIntyre said. “So only one year 
without it, and then the vines grow 
super fast, unbelievably fast.

By Samantha Nichols
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dailytarheel

The project is being 
undertaken by the NC 

Botanical Garden



ACTIVISM

Students rally in support of Democracy Day

DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS
Sam Hiner, a UNC sophomore and organizer for UNC’s chapter of NCYPA, speaks at the event on Friday, Oct. 28, 2022.

“That’s why we’re out here today 
— because young people refuse to 
sit on the sidelines any longer as our 
democracy continues to fail.”

This was the rallying cry of 
organizer and UNC sophomore 
Sam Hiner at a rally on Friday, 
w h e r e  s t u d e n t s  g a t h e r e d  i n 
support of making Election Day 
a holiday at the University and 
marched to the polls. 

Hiner is the executive director of 
UNC’s chapter of the North Carolina 
Young People’s Alliance, a student 
voting advocacy group.

He  s a i d  t h e y  g a i n e d  t h e 
signatures of over 1,500 students 
and 100 professors in support of 
an election holiday, which they 
said would allow more than 3,000 
additional students to vote. 

T h e  i s s u e  h a d  e v e n  b e e n 
a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  Un i v e r s i ty 
Calendar Committee, which passed 
a calendar including the holiday to 
the chancellor’s office, Hiner said. 

“Someone from the chancellor’s 
office did say to us that they had no 
objection to Democracy Day,” Hiner 
said. “And if they got a calendar with 
a Democracy Day from the Calendar 
Committee, they would pass it.”

Hiner said his group later found 
out through public records that 
the chancellor’s office removed the 
holiday from the proposed draft of 
the academic calendar.

He spoke alongside N.C. Sen. 
Valerie Foushee (D-Chatham, 
Orange), Durham County Board of 
Commissioners Chairperson Brenda 
Howerton and Orange County 
Democratic Party Chairperson Jonah 
Garson at the rally, which took place 
outside the Student Union. 

Foushee said she is focused on 
voting rights, which she feels are 
not protected because of North 
Carolina’s voter ID laws.

“I don’t think it’s necessary if a 
person is registered to vote,” she 
said. “We have a system in place that 
a person is verified when they get to 

the polling place, and if their name 
appears there, then they should have 
access to the ballot.”

She urged students to use their 
voices and applauded their efforts 
to fight for an Election Day holiday.

Stacked, a student-led political 
action committee that focuses on 
student mobilization and issue 
advocacy, was also represented at 
the rally. 

“By  educat ing s tudents  on 
topics and policies that impact 
us, we hope to reach the table 
where those decisions are being 
made. And those decisions have 

never been more important, as 
we’re staring down the barrel of 
an election that will surely have 
significant consequences,” Robert 
Kulasingam, a senior at UNC and 
a member of Stacked, said. 

They also urged students to vote 
and said that important issues 
like climate change, reproductive 
freedom and human rights were on 
the ballot this year.

Many students also volunteered 
at the rally. Among them was Cat 
Vaughan, a junior at UNC, who said 
she just wants UNC’s administration 
to take the issue seriously. 

“It’s been shown that places that have 
no classes on Election Day, their voter 
turnout actually goes up. So we would 
love to see that in a place like Orange 
County, that students can actually make 
a difference living here,” Vaughan said. 

Hiner echoed this sentiment 
and said he felt the University was 
overlooking students. 

“UNC would not exist if we weren’t 
here paying for tuition. And yet, they 
still won’t pass the simplest policy 
changes to support students,” Hiner 
said. “It’s absolutely ridiculous how 
underrepresented and overlooked 
young people are in our current 
society, and the only way we’re going 
to change that is if young people start 
voting and voting as a bloc.”

G a r s o n  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e 
importance of this issue at the rally.

“I’m going to share with you some 
sobering news, which is right now, 
turnout in this midterm election is 
below what it was in 2018. That’s 
really bad. We are not seeing a wave,” 
Garson said.

Garson issued a call to action for 
students to make sure that their 
friends and family had a plan to vote. 

“Do not take it for granted that 
your friends and the people closest 
and dearest to you are actually going 
to show up. We should never take it 
for granted,” Garson said. 

Elijah King, a community organizer 
from UNCG, closed out the rally by 
encouraging students to send letters 
and emails and to volunteer at the polls. 

”Many schools are adopting 
Democracy Day. So, UNC admin, the 
ball is in your court — and I hope you 
make the right decision,” King said.

Organizers want to 
make Election Day a 

University holiday
By Lauren Rhodes

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dailytarheel

LISTENING. UNITING. LEADING.

GraigMeyer.com /GraigMeyer@GraigMeyer @GraigMeyer

DEMOCRAT GRAIG MEYER is a progressive problem solver who puts people first and gets results.  
He spent 16 years as a social worker in Chapel Hill-Carrboro public schools, helping students become the first in their families 
to go to college.  Graig is an education advocate and solutions-oriented progressive who has served in the North Carolina 
House of Representatives for more than 8 years where he’s earned recognition as someone who gets things done.

Graig Meyer’s people-first priorities
Help families get ahead by guaranteeing paid family leave, supporting small business recovery, guaranteeing  
affordable housing, and expanding job opportunities

Ensure that every North Carolinian has access to good affordable healthcare

Continue working to strengthen education and create opportunities by fully funding our schools

Take on big corporate polluters like Duke Energy and expand transportation options to combat climate change

Stand up for civil rights that are under attack, including voting rights, reproductive rights, and LGBTQ+ rights

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Graig Meyer

VOTE DEMOCRAT GRAIG MEYER FOR SENATE
VOTE EARLY BEGINNING OCT. 20 | ELECTION DAY IS NOV. 8
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                    Deadlines
Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication

Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days
prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252 DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarketplace

© 2015 The Mepham Group.  
All rights reserved.

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 7 — Privacy soothes 
and comforts. Get your thoughts 
and plans in order. Put away 
yesterday’s things. Prepare for 
what’s ahead. Clean and clear 
space.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is an 8 — Friends have the 
info you need. Get expert advice. 
Share resources. Opportunities 
and possibilities arise in 
conversation. Social events can 
get especially fun.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is an 8 — Make powerful 
professional connections. 
Benefits flow through 
communications. Prepare 
newsletters, blogs or descriptive 
text. Update portfolios, websites 
and presentations. Ask for what 
you want.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is a 9 — Go ahead and 
explore. Whether long distance 
or in your own backyard, 
discover new vistas, flavors and 
hidden treasures. 

LEo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is a 9 — Financial 
discussions can build practices 
for growth. Collaborate for 
shared gain. Trickle savings add 
up remarkably over time. Make 
agreements. Buy, sell and sign 
contracts..

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is an 8 — Strategize 
with your partner. Discuss 
possibilities, opportunities and 
potential. Choose which to 
pursue. Align on shared aims. 
Share the load and the prize.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is an 8 — Keep promises, 
especially to yourself. Prioritize 
your health, work and energy. 
Practice to refine your skills 
and technique. Make technical 
improvements. Eat and rest well. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is an 8 — Love is the 
game and the reward. Express 
your creativity, passion and 
heart. Do something nice for 
someone. Pay kindness forward. 
Romance flowers naturally.. 

Sagittarius (NOV. 22-
DEC.21)
Today is an 8 — Beautify your 
spaces. Flowers delight. Clean, 
do housework and clear clutter. 
Enjoy the fruits of your domestic 
efforts. Prepare something 
delicious to share with family.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is a 9 — An intellectual 
puzzle engages and entertains 
you. Write your views and 
discoveries. Share the latest. 
Reconnect with your networks. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Today is an 8 — Profits lie within 
reach. Collaborate to share 
the work and greater bounty. 
Bargain and negotiate terms. 
Buy, sell and make financial 
arrangements. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 9 — Take charge of 
your destiny. Determine what 
you want to occur, and then 
do the homework to make 
it happen. You’re growing 
stronger.

HOROSCOPES If  November 2nd
is Your Birthday...

Raise physical performance levels this year. Discipline with domestic 
improvement provides satisfying rewards. Reach a personal peak this 
autumn, before resolving winter partnership challenges. Physical action 
gets beautiful results next spring, inspiring personal changes next summer. 
Steady practices build skills, heart and endurance.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

Across
1 Middle-school English acronym 
4 _____ New Guinea 
9 Moves away from shore 
13 South Asian bean type 
15 Edits out 
16 Additional 
17 Imperceivable frequency, to humans 
19 Common “Harry Potter” insult 
20 Reproductive women’s health field 
22 “A long time ___...” 
23 Latin American lover, say 
24 “Shawshank Redemption” actor 
Bellows 
27 Elderly discrimination 
30 Meat substitute 
34 Apollo org. 
37 Four-wheeled motor cars 
39 Career space, including its users 
42 “Schitt’s Creek” star Catherine 
43 American military branch 
44 Drift side to side 
45 Beginning 
47 “Understand?” 
49 Privy to the punchline, say 
51 “Levitating” singer Lipa 
54 Scary-strong caffeinated beverage 
brand 
60 Smallest M&M size 
61 Amplifying earpiece 
63 Peruvian empire 
64 Fess up 
65 Sicilian volcano 
66 Had watched part of a play, say 
67 Uses the keyboard 
68 Breakfast protein 

Down
1 Liberty Mutual mascot 
2 “Little ____” of the comics 
3 Cavities within bones 
4 Flower bunch 
5 With Ra, Detroit wide receiver St. 
Brown 
6 Yearn for a conifer, say 
7 Dunder Mifflin Scranton’s rival 
branch 
8 Fungus with spore-bearing layer of 
cells 
9 Department stores 
10 Tailgate juice, slangily 
11 Whine like a donkey 
12 32 chess pieces 
14 Pirate’s booze 
18 Deeply curious 
21 Wolverine’s alias 
25 Carolina ___ (Pittsboro St. hotel) 
26 Volcanic fluid 
28 Crock pot meal 
29 Da Vinci’s Lisa 
30 Amount of each animal on Noah’s 
ark 
31 Crowd sounds 
32 Kappa Sig, for one 
33 Like the Ghost of Kiev 
35 Elton John’s title 
36 Second Amendment weapons 
38 Pig’s place 
40 Makes money 
41 Santana song “___ Como Va” 
46 “__ ____ I say...” (Let me answer 
your point) 
48 Original Sin setting 
50 Impoverished, often 
52 Biological need 
53 Chalcedony-quartz rock mixture 
54 Place to find 53-down 
55 “____ upon a time...” 
56 Accessibility option 
57 Albany-to-Buffalo canal 
58 Head lice eggs 
59 Yang counterpart 
60 Abbreviated Hugo title “Les ___” 
62 UN’s first leader Hammarskjold 

“ENEC 
the Dots”

This week’s crossword was 
created by Liam Furlong. 
Liam is a UNC sophomore 
majoring in comparative 
literature and education.
 He is from Wilmington, 

Delaware.

                                Help Wanted                                Help WantedCHILD CARE WANTED

EVENT STAFF, GREAT STUDENT JOB Immediate openings for event staff for sporting and 
other events. $19-21 per hour. All jobs are on the UNC Campus. Email CLSEventStaff@gmail.
com to apply. 

JERSEY MIKE’S SUBS IS HIRING! Jersey Mikes Subs is Hiring at multiple locations in Chapel 
Hill!  $14-$17/hour, depending on experience.  Crew, shift leads and manager opportunities 
available.  Apply at www.jerseymikes.com/careers.

                                Help Wanted                                Help WantedCHILD CARE WANTED

CNA FOR RETIRED PROFESSOR Help for retired female professor. Dressing, bathing, light 
housework, reading. Current CNA certificate. Family member remoting. Flex hours. Min 3 
hrs,$20/hr Text 336-708-0376, on busline.

RESEARCH WORK $42/HOUR: Seeking PT, remote researchers with skills including lit-search, 
data-analysis (Python/R/Stata), reference manager software, biology/medicine/ epidemiology 
report/blog/manuscript writing.  $42/hour; flex schedule.  Email resume or experience: 
datadrivenwork@gmail.com
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COLUMN

You should stop looking at election polls

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/RITA YOU
Clickbait election polling is radicalized and leads to mass panic and confusion.

By Samad Rangoonwala 
Columnist

Twitter: @samadran

This article is the journalistic 
equivalent of those anti-smoking 
ads with the old people saying “I 
smoked 17 packs a day and it ruined 
my life. Don’t smoke, kids”. I have 
FiveThirtyEight’s polling averages 
pulled up right now. I am addicted. 
It’s not healthy.

So why am I telling you to not look 
at election polls?

Well, there’s a Mark Twain quote 
that goes like this: “There are three 
kinds of lies: lies, damned lies, and 
statistics.” (Okay, it wasn’t actually 
Mark Twain – it ’s complicated. 
Google it.) 

That’s a bit of a misnomer. 
Numbers don’t lie, but people do. 
Polling is weird and if you just look 
at the toplines — the big numbers 
that tell you how much support 
each candidate has — you just aren’t 
getting the full picture. 

Polls act as a snapshot of a modeled 
electorate, so there are a few things 
you need to take into account.

W h o  t h e  p o l l s t e r  i s ,  h o w 
they decide likely voter screens, 
the partisan breakdown of the 
modeled electorate, sample sizes, 
how they conduct the polls and the 
questions they ask all impact the 
outcome of the poll.

A single poll doesn’t really tell 
you anything. Is a poll that shows 

a six-point lead for one candidate 
while most are showing them 
behind by three an inaccurate 
outlier or a sign of a momentum 
shift? Better yet, is it a sign the 
polls are making a systematic error 
in modeling the electorate?

Even aggregated polls can be 
drastically wrong. RealClearPolitics’ 
polling average gave Trump a one 
percent lead in Ohio in the 2020 
presidential election. If the polls 
were accurate, we’d expect that 
the margin of victory would be 
somewhere between Biden by three 
percent and Trump by five.

Trump won the state by just over 
eight percent – three percentage 
points over this prediction.

And sometimes the aggregators 
a r e  o n  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t 
t ra c k s .  F i v eT h i r ty E i g h t  a n d 
RealClearPolit ics  are the big 
players in this arena. They both use 
different methods. FiveThirtyEight 
weighs polls on a variety of factors 
and gradually reduces how much 
a poll impacts the average. Real 
Clear Politics just aggregates recent 
polling data. As of right now, 
no polls from before Oct. 12 are 
included in their average. 

So, how does this change the 
aggregate? Looking at the generic 
ballot polling — which asks voters 
if they would vote for a generic 
Democratic or generic Republican 
candidate and roughly shows us 
how the national House races 
will turn out —RealClearPolitics 
gives the GOP a 2.9-point lead, 
while FiveThirtyEight gives the 

GOP just a 0.8 percent lead. And 
a recent aggregate put together by 
Lakshya Jain at Split Ticket that 
uses only nonpartisan polling gives 
Democrats a 0.4 point lead. So 
who’s right? Could be one of them, 
could be none. 

For the record, RealClearPolitics has 
a Republican bias and doesn’t include 
every available poll in their aggregation 
with little explanation behind their 
methodologies. I’d use FiveThirtyEight 
if you are going to obsess over an 
election for some reason. 

There’s a chance that pollsters 
have underestimated the impact the 
Dobbs v. Jackson decision is going to 
have on female voters. Early voting 
data puts Democrats at a similar 
place to where they were in 2018. 
Polls are also showing competitive 
governor’s races in deep blue New 
York and Oregon as well as ruby-
red Oklahoma, and a shockingly 
competitive Senate race in Iowa. 

T h e  p o i n t  i s ,  a  p o l l  c a n 
sometimes give you an idea of what 
a race looks like. Or maybe it won’t. 
No one really knows. This election 
is weird. Democrats should not be 
doing as well as it looks like they 
are doing. A combination of bad 
candidates and the overturning of 
Roe v. Wade is dragging the GOP 
down quite a bit. 

So here are some tips if you 
do want to look at the polls this 
midterm season:

• Compare it to the averages.
• Don’t draw conclusions from 

crosstabs (breakdowns of 
questions and answers by 

demographic). The sample size 
is almost definitely too small to 
mean anything.

• Keep in mind partisan biases.
• Look at the methodology.
• Remember that it could just 

be noise.
So, when a news article pops up 

saying “New polls show Dems down 
15 percent in California,” take it with 
a grain of salt.

COLUMN

The disappointing reality of the Democratic party

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/JAKE HOGAN
A UNC student completes his official absentee ballot on Monday, Oct. 31, 2022. 
Many students are unsure who to vote for within the Democratic Party.

By Harry Black 
Editorial Board Member

In the past month, I’ve been 
surrounded by a push to vote 
around campus. 

Students standing outside of 
Lenoir Hall asking if I’m registered 
to vote, campaign workers outside 
of stores — the resounding theme 
of this widespread encouragement 
of voting is that the upcoming 
midterm elections hold tremendous 
importance for the future of this 
countr y.  There’s  a  somewhat 
dramatic implication that this 
election will determine the outcome 
of American society, as there is in 
almost any election.

T h e  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y ’ s 
strategy for gaining voters in the 
past decades has been a major 
a n n o y a n c e  t o  m e .  In  2 0 2 0 , 
President Biden centered his 
campaign strategy on the need 
to remove Donald Trump from 
office. He focused on stressing why 
Trump was unfit to be president 
a n d  m a k i n g  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f 
promises that he would carry out 
upon his election.

The strategy was effective then 
— Biden won. But his win wasn’t 
so much about the people’s faith in 
him as it was about their disdain 
for Trump. 

In future elections, this strategy 
won’t bode as well for the 79-year-
old President, especially when 
he’s stalled on seeing many of his 
campaign promises through. 

This is the problem. Democrats 
don’t do. They’ve taken up this 
somewhat “preventative” rhetoric. 
They emphasize all of the things 
they will prevent Republicans from 
doing — stopping the GOP from 
further restricting abortion access 
is an especially prominent example 
in this current election cycle. While 
this has certainly mobilized certain 
groups of voters, it’s not enough. 

Telling voters all of the things 
you won’t let happen isn’t good 
campaigning. It’s impassive and a 
scare tactic. 

S u r e ,  i t ’ s  g r e a t  t h a t  s o 
many Democrats are pledging 
t h e m s e l v e s  t o  p r e v e n t i n g 
R e p u b l i c a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  f r o m 
continuing to restrict abortion, 
but what exactly are they going 
to do to improve reproductive 
healthcare other than that? 

On top of that, when Democrats 
actually do outline a goal, it’s more 
often than not completely ignored 
immediately after they’re elected. 
They make promises about the 
climate crisis, healthcare and 
countless other issues voters face, 
and simply never follow through. 

While, obviously a nuanced 
situation, the Democrats’ inability 
to end the filibuster within the 
Senate in January was a major 
reason that Congress was unable 
to codify abortion under U.S. law 
following the Supreme Court’s 
striking down of Roe v. Wade 
later in the year. This was despite 
Democrats’  repeated promises 
the y  would  work  to  do  that 
during Biden’s campaign against 
Trump. There’s definitely a lot of 
controversy over whether ending 
the filibuster was the right move, 
but there’s a point to be made 
about the Democrats’ ineptitude in 
actually getting anything done that 
progresses their party goals. 

W h y  w e r e  t h e  D e m o c r a t s 
unable to get rid of the filibuster? 
Because they’re a divided party, 
something Republicans don’t have 
in common. I’m not endorsing the 
Republican Party by any means, 
but they’re at least consistent 
in their  desires,  whereas the 
Democrats cannot seem to get on 
the same page. 

T h e  s p l i t  b e t w e e n  a c t u a l 
progressives and establishment 
Democrats is hindering any of their 
efforts for real change — and taking 
opportunities away when the party 
has a majority in both the electoral 
and legislative branches. 

It’s disparaging for voters to 
continuously turn out for a party 
and repeatedly be let down. I’m 
tired of being promised some 
massive progressive movement 
e v e r y  e l e c t i o n  c yc l e  b y  t h e 
Democrats and never seeing any 
real result. What has Biden done 
about ending fracking, as he so 
confidently proclaimed he would 
do in his campaign? Or where is 

the Democrats’ massive healthcare 
reform they bank on every time an 
election is coming up? 

I ’m not saying voting isn’ t 
important.  This election has 
significant implications for local and 
state positions. I just wouldn’t hope for 
any real change from the Democrats.

Twitter: @dthopinion

What is the editorial board?
A group of student journalists who 

meet twice a week to discuss the 
latest news, seeking to comment 
on issues from an intersectional 
perspective. The editorial board is 
independent from The Daily Tar 
Heel’s newsroom.

Editorials are unsigned. They don’t 
reflect the opinion of any one 
person, but rather the consensus 
of the board as a whole, influenced 
by the values it has held for the 
past 127 years. 

Just as The Daily Tar Heel itself 
values truth and transparency, 
the board values integrity, 
accountability, creativity and 
fairness. These values shape how 
we address questions of Carolina’s 
future, past and present.

E DITOR’S NOTE: Columns, 
cartoons and letters do not 
necessarily represent the opinions 
of The Daily Tar Heel or its staff.  
Editorials reflect the opinions 
of The Daily Tar Heel editorial 
board, which comprises 18 board 
members, the opinion assistant 
editor and editor and the editor-
in-chief.
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How we made 
our midterm

election
endorsements

This year’s midterm elections 
are perhaps the most crucial that 
we as young people have ever faced. 
Reproductive freedoms are on the 
line following the Supreme Court’s 
decision on Dobbs v. Jackson, as 
are pathways to securing social, 
economic and criminal justice 
reforms.  The Editorial  Board 
knows that the stakes are high.

The endorsement process began 
by compiling a list of policy issues 
that were of increased importance 
to us, and included:

• Cost of living
• Affordable housing
• Abortion
• Right to Work & labor unions
• Marijuana decriminalization
• Mass incarceration
• Gun violence
• Climate change
• Immigration
• Police reform
W h e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  w h i c h 

candidates  to  endorse  for  a 
particular race — especially given 
the demonstrated importance and 
power of the judiciary in the wake 
of Roe v. Wade’s reversal — it was 
crucial that we took the two judicial 
seats up for grabs in this election 
into consideration. Because of 
this, we have decided to include 
endorsements for N.C. Supreme 
Court seats three and five.

We conducted interviews with 
candidates who were able to 
speak with us and researched the 
platforms of those that were not 
willing or able to be interviewed. 
Whether  or  not  a  candidate 
made themselves available for an 
interview had no influence on our 
final decision.

We used the information gained 
from interviews and research 
and met as a board to come to a 
consensus. While we are confident 
in the candidates we have chosen, 
we know the optics of endorsing 
a completely blue ballot. It’s not 
an act of blind Democratic Party 
allegiance, but an effort to reduce 
the harm that the Republican 
Party has brought upon citizens 
across the board.

The Editorial Board is conscious 
of the role it plays in sharing 
and representing the opinions 
of a diverse student population 
and local community, and chose 
candidates that we think would, 
at the very least, protect the rights 
and statuses of those who have 
become targets  of  oppressive 
legislation in recent years.

If you’re unsure how to vote, 
check out the Editorial Board’s 
voter guide. We urge everyone who 
is able to vote to do so as soon as 
possible – there’s too much at stake 
to sit this one out.

Twitter: @caitlyn_yaede

EDITORIAL

Our endorsements for the 2022 midterms

The Editorial Board, composed 
o f  e i g h t e e n  g r a d u a t e  a n d 
undergraduate students, has made 
its endorsements for the upcoming 
midterm elections. 

Each election cycle, we research 
candidates running for seats that 
impact the lives of UNC students 
and Orange County residents with 
the goal of endorsing one we feel 
would best represent the interests 
of our community. We decided on 
several policy priorities to highlight 
in our interviews and research, and 
used this information to guide our 
decision-making. Read more about 
how we made our decisions here.

It’s easy to view this list as the 
status-quo pitch for a completely 
blue ballot, but we urge voters to ask 
more of their officials – even the ones 
we endorsed. A two-party system has 
created a rock-and-a-hard-place 
effect, forcing us to vote against a 
particular candidate, rather than for 
someone who we feel deeply reflects 
our interests.

We are confident  that  the 
candidates we have chosen have 
the potential to bring great change 
across the country, and here in North 
Carolina. At the same time, we urge 
them to take advantage of their 
strong campaign momentums and 
not back down to the challenge of 
bringing comprehensive, progressive 
and much-needed legislation to 
those who have been historically 
mistreated by the political system.

Early voting ends at 3 p.m. 
on Nov. 5 and Election Day is on 
Nov. 8. Absentee ballots must be 
postmarked on or before this date. 
We encourage everyone who is 
eligible to vote to do so.

U.S. Senate: Cheri Beasley
Candidates: Cheri Beasley, Ted Budd, 
Matthew Hoh and Shannon Bray

We believe that Cheri Beasley is the 
only suitable candidate to represent 
North Carolina in the Senate. She 
brings years of experience, serving 
the N.C. Supreme Court as both an 
associate justice and the first Black 
woman to serve as its chief justice. 

Her platform is that of the 
average progressive candidate, 
and is far more inclusive than her 
Republican counterpart’s. 

If elected, we urge Beasley to adopt 
more comprehensive police reform 
policies, and support the movement 
toward defunding our overly-
militarized police force and redirecting 
funds into community resources.

Her opponent, Ted Budd, is 
outright dangerous. 

DTH GRAPHIC/CARSON ELM-PICARD

He is a far-right candidate 
m a s q u e r a d e d  a s  s t a t u s - q u o 
conservative, and his policies only 
work to harm his constituents. A 
self proclaimed “conscience-driven 
advocate for the unborn,” Budd 
supports the Hyde Amendment, 
advocates for defunding Planned 
Parenthood and voted for one of 
the most restrictive abortion bills 
to come out of Congress since the 
Dobbs decision — an act that, in 
itself, is counterintuitive to the GOP 
goal of returning abortion rights to 
the states. His campaign is riddled 
with claims against a “woke” and 
“radical” progressive movement that 
is far from the reality of our political 
climate, instead relying on the fears 
of his conservative constituents to 
garner support.

W h i l e  n o t  a w a r d e d  o u r 
endorsement, we want to express our 
admiration for Matthew Hoh, the 
Green Party candidate in this race. He 
resigned from the State Department 
in protest of the war in Afghanistan. 
Now, he is advocating for a progressive 
policies, such as codifying Roe v. 
Wade, the Green New Deal and 
the ratification of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. Despite our admiration, 
we recognize how endorsing a third-
party candidate might split liberal 
votes in an already competitive race.

Candidate Shannon Bray declined 
to respond to our inquiry for an 
interview. The platform outlined 
on his website is minimal. He 
does not reference topical policy 
such as marijuana legalization, 
climate change, affordable housing 
or abortion. We believe a lack of 
awareness and recognition for these 
evergreen and critical political issues 
makes him a poor fit for senator.

U.S. House District 4: Valerie Foushee
Candidates: Valerie Foushee and 
Courtney Geels

We have chosen to endorse N.C. Sen. 
Valerie Foushee (D-Chatham, Orange) 
for the U.S. House seat in North 
Carolina’s 4th congressional district. 

She outlined a progressive 
approach to the climate crisis, 
including reduction of carbon 
emissions, investment in solar and 
wind energies and the passage 
of  the Green New Deal.  Her 
prior experience working in law 
enforcement gives her a unique lens 
through which to view police reform. 
We hope she uses this perspective to 
enact meaningful change to better 
serve and protect communities 
of  color who are historically 
marginalized by police.

While several aspects of Courtney 
Geels’ platform attempted to address 
similar issues — such as her desire 
to reverse the effects of the 1994 
Crime Bill — her approach does so 
without taking power away from the 
policing institutions that perpetuate 
inequities in incarceration. 

Using her experience as a nurse 
as a moral guide, Geels said she 
has witnessed mental health crises 
first hand, and does not think non-
police aides should respond to such 
crises. Instead, she is a proponent of 
funding mental health training for 
police officers. As optimistic as this 
sounds, this policy fails to address 
long-standing mistreatment of those 
with mental illnesses by police, and 
leaves an unjust system of policing 
intact.

N.C. Senate District 23: Graig Meyer
Candidates: Graig Meyer and 
Landon Woods

For the N.C. Senate, we’ve chosen 
to endorse N.C. Rep. Graig Meyer 
(D-Caswell, Orange). 

He has served in the N.C. House 
since 2013, and his platform includes 
a variety of progressive policies. He 
has expressed support for expanding 
access to abortion within the state 
and is endorsed by organizations 
such as Planned Parenthood. He 
also hopes to achieve net zero carbon 
emissions by 2050, decriminalize 
mar i juana  and  increase  the 
minimum wage in the state.

Landon Woods declined to respond 
to our request for an interview. The 
lack of information available about his 
campaign is discouraging, and does 
not align with our goals of having an 
informed electorate. Without making 
his platforms known and accessible, 
we have little hope for his success in 
the state senate.

N.C. House District 50: Renée Price
Candidates: Renée Price and Charles 
Lopez

Renée Price is our choice for the 
N.C. House. 

She is in support of policies that 
advance the rights of Labor Unions 
and eliminate cash bail. Her focus 
on expanding education, especially 
in regard to climate education, 
is admirable and will make for 
an informed future citizenry. As 
supporters of progressive reform, 
we would like to see more concrete 
solutions and policy proposals from 
her. In regards to the increasing 
cost of living, her desire to expand 
subsidies and gainful employment 

for minorities is promising. We hope 
it is accompanied by tactical policy in 
other areas of her platform as well.

Charles Lopez’ campaign fails to 
mention key issues that we feel are 
critical to this race, including the 
rising cost of living and the ongoing 
debates around reproductive justice. 
At face value, his campaign seems far 
too narrow in scope.

N.C. Supreme Court, Seat 3: Lucy 
Inman
Candidates: Lucy Inman and 
Richard Dietz

We hope to see Judge Lucy Inman 
serve on N.C. Supreme Court. While 
both candidates presented non-
partisan platforms and hope to 
reduce the influence of politics in 
an already polarized Court, one key 
issue separated the candidates. 

Judge Richard Dietz boasts about 
never having written a dissenting 
opinion during his time on the Court 
of Appeals, attributing this feat to 
his ability to achieve consensus as a 
judge. It is important to us, however, 
that our Courts represent a diversity 
of perspectives — similarly to the 
Editorial Board — with opportunities 
to propose dissents and create a legal 
framework for courts to come. 

Ju d g e  In m a n’s  d i s s e n t i n g 
opinions have been adopted by 
the N.C. Supreme Court, thus 
protecting the rule and consistency 
of law beyond her role on the state 
court of appeals.

N.C. Supreme Court, Seat 5: Sam J. 
Ervin IV
Candidates: Sam J. Ervin IV and 
Trey Allen

We are endorsing Judge Sam 
J. Ervin IV for seat 5 on the N.C. 
Supreme Court. We find Ervin’s 
judicial  philosophy far  more 
compelling and more likely to 
produce just legal outcomes to 
our state. Raised in a family of 
lawyers who have played key roles 
in desegregating schools and 
advancing women’s rights — simply 
put, Ervin believes that “...everyone 
deserves the same chances in life.” 

While Judge Allen has years of 
experience in law and government, 
some of which spent on the faculty 
at UNC, we fear his commitment to 
following the Constitution as originally 
understood will produce limiting and 
shortsighted legal outcomes that fail 
to account for the changing legal and 
political world we live in. 

Twitter: @dthopinion
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Songs to play while you hit 
the polls this midterm season

“Are Vienna Sausage from Vienna Switzerland or 
Vienna Virginia?”

ELoEL58 (@ELoEL58),
responding to a DTH article about a lawsuit against T.W. Garner Food Co., the company 

that produces Texas Pete hot sauce in Winston-Salem, N.C.

FEATURED ONLINE READER COMMENT

COLUMN

We should write less emails and write more letters
By Olivia Henley 

Columnist

COLUMNOFFICE DJ

Ranking every song on Taylor 
Swift’s “Midnights”Emmy Martin is 

the City & State 
Editor

city@dailytarheel.
com

PHOTO COURTESY OF DIMITRIOS KAMBOURIS/GETTY IMAGES/TNS
Taylor Swift attends the “All Too Well” New York premiere on Nov. 12, 2021 in 
New York City. 

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/KENNEDY COX
A student handwrites a letter.

Twitter: @emmymrtin

Twitter: @oliviahenleyy

Sometimes, voting can take a 
long time. 

There might be lines on Election 
Day or you might need a hot girl walk 
to get to the closest polling location. 

While fulfilling your civic duty, 
why not listen to some music? Pump 
yourself up before heading to the 
polls, celebrate casting your ballot 
or get all excited wait in line. 

“Why vote?” you say. 
Well, I’m glad you asked. 
Over 25,000 people have voted 

early in Orange County as of Oct. 
31. While that’s a lot of people, there 
were over 110,000 registered voters 
in the county as of Oct. 29. 

That means that a little less than 
23 percent of registered voters have 
cast a ballot so far. 

To be fair, there are still three 
more days left to vote early – plus 
Election Day on Nov. 8.

Midterm elections historically 
h a v e  l o w e r  t u r n o u t s  t h a n 
presidential elections. But, this year, 
there is more at stake. 

Voters will decide who gains 
control of the General Assembly, 
they will elect their U.S. House 
representatives, they will select 
new members to the N.C. Supreme 
Court and they will choose a new 
U.S. Senator. 

North Carolina is a purple state, 
meaning the election will be a close 
one this year — in almost every race. 

The U.S. Senate race between 
U.S. Rep. Ted Budd (R-N.C. 13th) 
and Democrat Cheri Beasley is 
attracting national attention. 

Budd and Beasley are virtually tied 
in the polls. Whoever is chosen as the 
next senator from North Carolina could 
play an important role in deciding the 
balance of power in Washington D.C.

Because the Democrats currently 
hold power, most expect Republicans 
to do well in the midterms. However, 
the Dobbs decision that overturned 
Roe v. Wade, debates of lead 
Republicans’ roles in the Jan. 6 
insurrection at the U.S. Capitol and 
other contentious issues have made 
this year less predictable.

You have the power to decide who 
will shape the future of the state. 

The Daily Tar Heel’s City & State 
Desk has been focusing on elections 
for the past few months because we 
want you to feel confident about who 
you are voting for and how you will 
vote for them.

We have talked to candidates 
down the ballot to learn their 
stances on issues important to 
students  and Orange County 
community members.

We also have a podcast called 
Before You Vote, where we discuss 
important topics related to the 
midterm elections. So far we have 
discussed how to vote, the impacts of 
overturning Roe v. Wade, candidates 
on the ballot and early voting. 

It comes out every week on Apple 
Music and Spotify until the election, 
so keep a lookout for it. 

This is me asking you to vote. 
To help convince you,  I ’ ve 

compiled a playlist of the songs to 
listen to as you wait in line or cast 
your ballot this Election Day. 

I f  you consider  yoursel f  a 
prospective applicant for a job; if 
you have the desire to bring your 
relationship game to the next 
level; if you just want to be more 
personable in general — then you’ve 
come to the right place. 

I have an easy and simple solution 
to make you stand out from all the 
others: write a letter. 

M a n y  w o u l d  a r g u e  t h e 
technological revolution has forever 
changed the ways we communicate 
with one another. It almost seems 
like texts, direct messages and 
emails are the only relevant ways to 
talk to anyone nowadays. I would 
have to disagree. 

When given the option to reach in 
your pocket, and with the press of a few 
buttons a message is instantaneously 
communicated, the classic ink on a 
blank canvas loses popularity. 

This is natural. In fact, I would 
say this is preferable for our current 
times. To have to whip out your 
stationery and ballpoint pen every 

time you want to communicate 
wouldn’t be a reasonable way to 
operate in the 21st century. 

Thus, writing letters has slowly 
started to vanish in lieu of modern, 
convenient options. 

But what if, instead of having 
these older practices lose their 
presence completely, their rare usage 
made them special? 

There was once a time when 
communicating the necessary 
details of one’s plans, thoughts 
and ideas all had to be written 
a n d  m a i l e d  t o  i t s  i n t e n d e d 
recipient.  This is no longer a 
necessity. Through email, text, 
calls and many other technological 
innovations, we can save the act of 
writing for something special to 
display intentionality. 

And no, I’m not saying go to 
Hallmark and purchase your card of 
choice with music and pop-up pictures. 

It has become a redundant habit 
for us to send out cards for the ‘special’ 
moments — birthdays, wedding 
invitations, holiday cards, etc. 

But there is a difference between 
a card and a letter. 

Letters aren’t special because of 
the occasion; they are special because 
of the intention behind them. 
They are not words of the greeting 
card company, but an emotion one 
person carves into a blank canvas so 
another may forever hold onto their 
permanent expression. 

Letters are endearing. One has to 
take time out of their life to stop, think 
and write. A text message, on the 
other hand, can be crafted as one goes 
through their day. One’s attention is 
most likely split as they multitask 
messaging you and participating in 
a meeting, watching television, and 
even, yes, sitting on the John. 

Letters are one of the least practical 
ways to communicate in the modern 
age, yet one of the most simple. 
It doesn’t take a grand expense to 
deliver this envelope of emotion. 

It takes time. It takes deliberate 
thought. And in the most cherished 
letters, it takes vulnerability. To 
some, this is a grand expense because 
it compromises the convenient lives 
they have adopted. But sometimes 
making someone feel special is worth 
the time and effort it may cost.

So, write a letter. 
Write a letter thanking the 

evaluators of your next job interview 
for the opportunity. 

Write a letter to your loved ones 
reminding them how much you 
care for them. 

Write a letter to your friend who 
is having a difficult day.

Write a letter to the one you love, 

telling them all the reasons you think 
they are special. 

Yes, you could text or email these 
thoughts and feelings. But do you 
know how many texts and emails I 
receive every day? 

Write a letter. 

By Ira Wilder 
Assistant University Editor

“Whoever wrote this was drunk.”
“This is an epitome of tasteless.”
“Daily Tar Heel needs to unrelease 

and unopinion.”

Ranking Swift’s discography

When I ranked Taylor Swift’s entire 
discography last year, I was met with 
a digital wave of unprecedented 
backlash. A tweet by TheSwiftSociety, 
an account in Swiftie discourse second 
only to taylornation13, brought my 
ranking to center stage in front of the 
entire fandom. 

The tweet received over 6,500 
quote tweets including death threats 
and calls for my resignation. 

Even a student newspaper eight 
miles away desperately released 
responses to the ranking in a veiled 
attempt to increase their audience 
engagement by using my name. 

Faceless hordes of Twitter stans took 
general umbrage with several things 
— “Paper Rings” and “happiness” 
being in the bottom five, the fact that 
I subjectively ranked an artist’s work 
in the first place and calling my least 
favorite songs her “worst.”

A year later, I stand by my 
ranking. I refuse to cave into the 
pleas of Internet trolls or randomly 
offended girls that I meet at parties. 
I firmly rebuke any cry that “Paper 
Rings” deserves a higher ranking. I 
stand by my right as a consumer and 
an individual to publish my opinions 
about an artist who I have sonically 
grown up with.

What I do regret, however, is 
calling my least favorite songs her 
“worst.” Though I clarified this last 
year, it bears repeating: Taylor’s worst 
is miles beyond everyone else’s best. 

Standing beside her peers, 
her discography is a monolithic 
accomplishment. She has a constantly 
evolving approach to production 
and an ear for music like no other 
songwriter I regularly listen to. 

For this article, I will not use any 
such term. Instead, I will offer a 
numerical ranking and nothing further 
than a general explanation of what I 
considered while making the ranking. 

Reviewing “Midnights”

I love “Midnights.” 
Swift’s album releases are always 

a huge deal to me, and “Midnights” 
comes at just the right time. 
“Midnights” is a raw, refreshing, 
reflective carnival of pop music 
in a time when such a personal 
perspective seems overdone. 

But, surely, Jack Antonoff is 
exhausted by now. 

I  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e 
technicalities of music production, 
but he always makes his artists’ vocals 
sound distant, as if they are singing 
through multiple sheets of paper into 
the microphone. I miss when I could 
feel an artist’s rasp tickle my eardrum.

Antonoff ’s obsession with synths 
and reverb has pushed the sound of 
many pop stars’ sound into Cocteau 
Twins’ territory — which is fantastic 
for what it is, but not what I anticipate 
when I listen to Lorde, Florence + the 
Machine or Lana Del Rey.

Still, “Midnights” gets better 
with every listen, and the album 
has already cemented itself as her 
biggest American sales debut ever — 
an almost incomprehensible feat for 
the 16-year industry veteran. 

It is with the utmost humility and 
respect that I offer you, the reader, 
my “Midnights” ranking. 

Ranking “Midnights”

Ranking “Midnights” was far 
easier than ranking Swift’s entire 
discography. Obviously there were 
less songs, but there were also less 
biases and less personal associations.

j e s s e e p i n k m a n ,  a  Tu m b l r 
user who I consider to be an 
unacknowledged hero, creates 
song sorters for a great number 
of popular artists and albums. I 
used their Swift sorter to create 
my discography ranking last year, 
and I used their “Midnights” sorter 
to create this ranking. 

While sorting these 20 songs, 
I  c o n s i d e r e d  t h r e e  p r i m a r y 
qualifiers: my natural compulsion 
to revisit the song, the lyrical 
maturity of the song and the 
production value of the song. 

With this ranking, I hope to inspire 
(respectful) discourse. I hope to 
warrant a conversation about one of 
my favorite musical artists of all time. 

20. “Dear Reader”
19. “Sweet Nothing”
18. “Labyrinth”
17. “Mastermind”
16. “Glitch”
15. “High Infidelity”
14. “Question…?”
13. “The Great War”
12. “You’re on Your Own, Kid”
11. “Paris”
10. “Vigilante Shit”
9. “Snow on the Beach ft. Lana 

Del Rey”
8. “Midnight Rain”
7. “Bejeweled”
6. “Anti-Hero”
5. “Lavender Haze”
4. “Would’ve, Could’ve, Should’ve”
3. “Maroon” 
2. “Bigger than the Whole Sky”
1. “Karma”
If you see me on campus, stop me 

and tell me what you think. But, in 
the meantime, stream “Midnights.” 
Be thankful that we are alive at the 
same time as Taylor Swift. 

Twitter: @dthopinion

LISTEN TO EMMY’S 
OFFICE DJ HERE:



Not registered? No problem. North Carolina has same day 
registration during early voting. You can register and vote at the 
same time when you go to vote early.

Problems voting? Call or text 866-687-8683 to speak with a 
trained Election Protection volunteer.

Early voting: October 20 - November 5
Last day to vote: Tuesday, November 8

Find out where to vote: voteamerica.com/where-to-vote
Learn more about voting as a student: voteamerica.com/students
Learn more about same-day registration: voteamerica.com/sdr

ELECTION DAY IS TUESDAY 
NOVEMBER 8, 2022

There will be record high turnout 
in this year’s midterm elections. 

VOTE
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