
An ugly season for men’s basketball 
The Tar Heels saw their worst season in years 

during 2020. Buzzer beaters, injuries and 
losing streaks plagued the team this year. 

Well, the years start coming and they don’t stop coming
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EDITORIAL: Our predictions for 2021
Which administrator’s basement will Silent 
Sam be found in? The Editorial Board offers 

its predictions on this and more for next year.

UNC’s roadmap to closing
Breaking down how the University managed 

to take its off ramp plan within a week of 
opening its doors to students in the fall. 

North Carolina voted red this year
With a majority of Republicans being elected 
to the state legislature, the tone for the next 

decade of state politics has been set. 

Activists aren’t done fighting yet
As racial injustices continue across the state, 
demonstrators took the spotlight this year as 

they continued protesting for equality. 
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By Maeve Sheehey
Director of Enterprise

Last December, The Daily Tar Heel described the 
2010s as “The Decade That Changed Everything,” as 
people across the UNC and local communities prepared 
to ring in a new year. The year 2020 would mean a 
brand new decade, a presidential election and a summer 
Olympics in Tokyo. 

At UNC, the year would begin with a new permanent 
chancellor in place. In Orange County, residents looked 
ahead toward voting in the November election and 
registering to be counted in the 2020 census. 

Three months later, North Carolina reported its first case 
of COVID-19 in Wake County. The University sent students 
home from their study abroad programs and later declared 
that all UNC classes would be remote for the foreseeable 
future. It wasn’t long before Gov. Roy Cooper issued a stay-
at-home order for residents as virus cases surged. 

Just three months into the new year and decade, 
COVID-19 was impacting nearly every facet of life. 

This DTH edition reflects on the changes that took 
place throughout the year — from the University’s 

unsuccessful fall reopening making national headlines, to 
the advancements in public health that took place across 
the state. 

Beyond the pandemic, 2020 brought nationwide Black 
Lives Matter protests after police killed George Floyd 
in May. Voters elected a new president in November. 
Some local businesses had to shutter their doors as the 
economy soured, while others opened for the first time. 

It’s unclear what the year 2021 will bring, but long 
gone are the “roaring ‘20s” comparisons to the Jazz Age 
that were so widespread last year. The year 2020, though 
memorable, will not be remembered for the Olympics 
that had to be postponed, nor the movie theater releases 
that never happened. In short, this has not been the year 
anyone thought it would be. 

In Chapel Hill, 2020 will be remembered for the 
changes it brought about for the University and Town. 
This paper includes stories about changes that may 
last beyond the pandemic, and those that have already 
shifted throughout the year. There may not be another 
year that looks exactly like this, but one thing is for sure: 

2020 will not be forgotten. 
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A  L O O K  I N S I D E

2020 Year 
in Review

A year that will not be forgotten

The Daily Tar Heel reflects on
the surprise-filled year
as it approaches its end.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

The Daily Tar Heel usually takes 
breaks when classes aren’t in session, 
but with the unusual schedule and 
events of this year, we want to keep 
giving you the news you need. Aside 
from a break for the holidays and 

New Year’s, you can still expect to 
see our newsletters in your inbox and 
new content on our website each day 
until Jan. 15. This is our last paper 
until then, but you’ll see us in print 
again when the spring 2021 semester 
begins. Thanks for reading.

The Daily Tar Heel
Established 1893 

127 years of editorial freedom

By Maddie Ellis
University Desk Editor

Kevin Guskiewicz was named 
UNC’s 12th chancellor on Dec. 13, 
2019. One year later, University 
Desk editor Maddie Ellis spoke with 
Guskiewicz about his first year in 
the role, his biggest lessons and 
what’s next. 

This interview has been edited for 
content and clarity. 

THE DAILY TAR HEEL: What are the 
biggest takeaways from your first 
year as chancellor? 

KEVIN GUSKIEWICZ: To expect the 
unexpected, that’s for sure. We 
started off with the launch of our 
strategic plan, Carolina Next: 
Innovations for Public Good, right 
at the end of January. And we were 
so excited about implementing the 
plan, and we have, but certainly 
we lost a little bit of momentum 
given the COVID-19 crisis we were 
faced with ... There was a lot that 
happened there during a very short 
time, but I’m happy we’ve gotten to 
the end of this fall semester, and I 
think we have a good plan in place 
for the spring. 

DTH: What was the biggest challenge 
in your first year as chancellor? 

KG: It’s obviously COVID-19 and 
just the uncertainty about it. We 
were sitting here back in mid-
March, not knowing how long it 
was going to last. I would guess that 
most of us didn’t expect it to last 
as long as it has, but we certainly 
have learned a lot through that. 
And again, as I said I’m proud of 
the fact that Carolina is one of the 
leading institutions in the country 
that’s helping to solve this grand 
challenge, the biggest challenge 
perhaps of our lifetime ...

And I think just the fact that 
we’ve been able to still deliver a 
really quality education, despite 
these challenges, and we’ve been 
able to connect our students, who are 
studying remotely, back to campus in 
the ways that we have. 

DTH:  What are you hoping to 
accomplish next year? What does 
success in the spring look like to you? 

KG: I think we, just like we’ve listened 
to our community and learned from 
the fall semester, we did many things 
right, but clearly some things didn’t 
go well. We’re moving forward with 
increased community input and 
transparency and we’ve made the 
changes that are necessary in terms of 
the robust testing program that will be 
in place, the further de-densification 

of the residence halls with about 
3,500 students on campus. It’s going 
to take a commitment of everyone 
in our community to ensure our 
success and that means abiding to 
the COVID-19 community standards 
that are in place and are unchanged 
for the most part from what we had in 
place for the fall, with the exception of 
the testing requirements. 

And so we’ll closely follow the path 
of the virus over these next several 
weeks, so that we can be prepared for 
a safe and successful start and finish 
the spring semester.

... I think it’s really about being 
able to provide the type of on-campus 
resources that I know our students are 
craving and we know that they need 
to really have the kind of Carolina 
experience that they want, and that 
they deserve. And that’s what we’re 
trying to do, to provide that for as many 
people as we can safely, who want to be 
here, having access to those resources.  

DTH: How will re-entry testing work? 

KG:  Students will be required to 
produce evidence of a negative COVID 
test within a few days of the re-entry 
to campus. And those results will be 
loaded up into what’s called Hall Pass, 
which is an app that students will have 
access to on the phones. It can be done 
either in their home communities or it 

can be done when they get back here 
to campus so they’ll have that option. 

DTH: In an op-ed published in The 
Daily Tar Heel, over 60 faculty 
members signed a letter calling for 
another remote semester. Does the 
University have a response to this? 

KG: We value the opinions of our 
faculty, staff and students. I’m pleased 
with the way we have gathered that 
feedback over the course of the 
semester through our Campus and 
Community Advisory Committee ... 
And so I’m confident that we have 
engaged the broad constituency to 
help us in making these decisions. 

I’ll also add that this robust testing 
program was something that we 
heard loud and clear early in this fall 
semester that many of our community 
members wished had been in place, 
and so we put forth I think a strong 
effort to be sure that we could build a 
robust testing program, probably one 
of the best programs in the country I 
think with regard to the number of 
students and employees we’ll be able 
to test over that spring semester. So 
I feel really good about that, and I 
know that has reassured many of our 
faculty that I’ve spoken to and our 
staff, that this is going to work. 

university@dailytarheel.com

Q&A with Kevin Guskiewicz
Re!ecting on his "rst year as chancellor
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The good, bad 
and ugly of 

the 2019-2020 
basketball season

By Mary Mac Porter
Senior Writer

The North Carol ina men’s 
basketball team was bad last season 
— a record-breaking level of bad. 
Last year marked head coach Roy 
Williams’ lone losing season through 
his collegiate tenure, and the Tar 
Heels — in part due to a running list 
of injuries — never found a way to 
click on the court. 

What began as a promising season 
after UNC started 5-0 — including 
an ACC win over Notre Dame in the 
season opener — quickly fell apart 
as the Tar Heels faced higher levels 
of competition. Despite an appalling 
run filled with bad injuries and plays 
from opponents, it wasn’t all gloom 
and doom for the 2019-2020 Tar 
Heel squad. 

The Good 

Despite the woes of 2020, UNC 
escaped without losing to N.C. State. 
The Tar Heels lengthened their win-
streak over the Wolfpack to five 
games, fueling the ever-contentious 
rivalry debate with their ACC foes 
from Raleigh.   

Forward Garrison Brooks offered 
another rare bright spot for the Tar 
Heels in his junior campaign. Brooks 
racked up an average of 16.4 points 
and 8.7 rebounds per game on his 
way to earning second-team All-
ACC honors and the Most Improved 
Player award from the conference. 

The Tar Heels also managed 
to put together a three-game win 
streak toward the end of the season, 
showing signs of improvement 
before the flames were put out by a 
deflating 13-point loss to Duke at the 
end of the regular season. 

The Bad 

North Carolina was plagued with 
injuries to key players, deflating 
a team with an already-shallow 
rotation. The Tar Heels had an ever-
rotating injury list, with nine players 
starting three or more games due to 
injuries on the roster. Most notably, 
UNC struggled to find consistent 
point guard play with first-year Cole 
Anthony missing a number of games 
due to a knee injury.

The Tar Heels also became 
familiar with the buzzer-beater in 
2020, having the nail hit in the coffin 
against them in multiple closely 
fought losses. UNC lost a total of six 
games by 3 points or less.

Players like Boston College’s 
Jared Hamilton and Virginia’s 
Tomas Woldetensae made names for 
themselves on last second shots in the 
Dean Dome, and visions of Tre Jones 
and Wendell Moore Jr.’s last second 
shots for Duke will live in infamy in 
Chapel Hill for years to come.  

The Ugly

Despite the high number of 
buzzer-beaters,  the Tar Heels 
e n d u r e d  t h e i r  f a i r  s h a r e  o f 
blowout losses as well, including 
four losses by 15 or more points. 
North Carolina suffered a season-
ending 28-point blowout loss to 
Syracuse in one of the final live 
sporting events before COVID-19 
led to the cancellation of the ACC 
and NCAA Tournaments.

The 2019-20 basketball season will 
leave a blemish on North Carolina 
basketball’s record book. In addition 
to being the only losing season of 
Williams’ career, last season also 
resulted in the second-worst record 
for the Tar Heels this century. 

@MaryMacPorter1
sports@dailytarheel.com
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Karen Shelton talks during a timeout during the ACC Field Hockey 
Championship against Louisville on Nov. 8, 2020. UNC beat Louisville 4-2.

UNC avenged broken streak with ACC title
By Ryan Wilcox

Senior Writer

Revenge is a dish best served cold, 
but the Tar Heels didn’t wait too long 
to get theirs.

UNC field hockey came into the 
2020 campaign riding a historic 
46-game winning streak, looking 
to complete a third straight perfect 
season that would end in a national 
championship. The team won its 
season opener against Wake Forest, 
3-1, extending the streak to 47.

Then, on Oct. 2, the Tar Heels 
played Louisville on the road, going 
down 2-0. Their comeback attempt 
was stymied and they ultimately lost, 
3-1, ending the longest active win 
streak in Division I sports and the 
second-longest win streak in NCAA 
field hockey history.

Head coach Karen Shelton later 
said the team was sluggish in that 
game, perhaps a result of an unusual 
season altered by COVID-19. The Tar 
Heels had just eight regular season 
games — half the number they 
normally play — all against ACC 
opponents. And there was a nearly 
two-week gap between the Wake 
Forest game and the Louisville game. 

Still, Shelton and others were 
quick to say that the team had to 
(and would) play better. Against Duke 
and Virginia, UNC won its next two 
games by a combined eight goals.

The margins became thinner 
after that; the Tar Heels won 2-1 
against Virginia on Oct. 12 and 1-0 
against Syracuse on Oct. 16. They 
then had to sweat out a 5-4 overtime 
win against the Blue Devils, a team 
they had handled 4-0 just two weeks 
prior. Junior forward Hannah Griggs 
scored the decisive goal to avoid a 
second loss in the 2020 season.

After a matchup against Boston 
College was postponed and then 
canceled due to COVID-19, UNC 
closed the regular season with another 
rout of Wake Forest, 5-0. Next came a 
shot at the ACC Championship, and 
a shot at avenging the team’s only 
defeat since 2017.

First, the team would have to 
survive more late-game dramatics. 
After a 4-0 win against Boston College 
in the conference quarterfinals, the Tar 
Heels found themselves in overtime 
against Syracuse, with a spot in the 
ACC Championship against Louisville 
on the line. When senior Bryn Boylan 
delivered on a penalty stroke goal in 
the fifth minute of overtime, Shelton 
became the winningest coach in 
NCAA field hockey history — nabbing 
her 701st career victory. 

“I’m proud of our team for finding 
a way to win,” Shelton said after 
the game. “We wanted to play for a 
championship, we wanted to have 
another chance to play Louisville, 
and we’ve earned that.”

And so just a little over a month 
later, North Carolina got its rematch 
against the Cardinals, this time with 
a conference title on the line, again 
going down 2-0. But this time, the Tar 
Heels ripped off four straight goals to 
complete a comeback, and something 
of a revenge tour, with a 4-2 win. Star 
forward Erin Matson notched two 
goals, while Boylan and sophomore 
Madison Orobono each added one.

In a normal year, Shelton’s team 

would be gearing up for another 
national title run right now, but the 
NCAA postseason was delayed to the 
spring due to the pandemic. Until 
then, they’ll have to be satisfied with 
a fourth straight conference title, 
their 23rd all time, plus avenging 
their only loss of the last three 
seasons in dominant fashion.

@ryantwilcox
sports@dailytarheel.com

How UNC returned to athletics this year
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UNC mascot RJ  sits in the stands of Kenan Memorial Stadium alongside cardboard cutouts during a game Oct. 10, 2020. 

By Jared McMasters
Assistant Sports Editor

Football coaches are creatures 
of habit. Blueprints, playbooks and 
guidelines define their jobs and, in 
some cases, their entire lives.

So when UNC head coach Mack 
Brown found himself and his team 
less than three months out from the 
start of the 2020 season without 
even a schedule to prepare for, the 
Tar Heels were in uncharted territory 
ahead of their return to campus. 

It’s a situation the entirety of UNC 
Athletics found itself in this summer. 
When does the season start? Will 
there even be a season?

“We’re creatures of a plan and 
direction,” Brown said in June. “It’s 
hard to have that when you’ve got 
very few answers.”

But answers alone aren’t enough 
of an insurance plan in a pandemic 
when circumstances can change in 
an instant.

Following the football team’s 
staggered return to campus in June, 
things seemed to be running smoothly. 
The field and practice facilities were 
regularly sanitized, UNC unveiled 
new practice helmets and the team 
transitioned to Zoom player meetings.

Brown said the team made efforts 
to avoid large gatherings at practice 
for more than 15 minutes at a time 
and told everyone to split off into 
their position groups to have socially 
distant meetings.

But it didn’t take long for the 
team’s attempts at solving the 
riddle of how to prevent COVID-
19 outbreaks to come crashing to a 
halt. The University announced on 
July 8 that campus health and UNC 
Hospitals had administered 429 
COVID-19 tests on athletes, coaches 
and staff since June 1. Thirty-seven 
of those tests yielded positive results.

“I think it’s inevitable that you’re 
going to have some (COVID-19 
cases), and you’ve got to learn from 
them,” Brown said in July. “All of us 
will be more cautious now, in my 
opinion, than we were before.”

That these positive cases occurred 
before games had begun was enough 
to make some athletes hesitant.

Three North Carolina women’s 

soccer stars left the team to pursue 
playing careers overseas in August.

Four football players, including 
redshirt senior defensive back D.J. 
Ford, opted out of the season by the 
middle of the month, as well.

“ Pe r s o n a l l y,  I  j u s t  w a s n’ t 
comfortable,” Ford said. “I was one 
of the guys who was more paranoid, 
who was at home.

“I told myself I would give it a 
shot, went to workouts, then we had 
our first day in pads with the face 
visor and everything,” he continued. 
“Things were just very different. I felt 
like I was having trouble breathing, 
like I said, I was very paranoid about 
becoming infected. I just didn’t 
feel good about the season and 
potentially being exposed to people.”

Like clockwork, though, the football 
program returned to voluntary 
workouts after a temporary pause. 

UNC Athletics announced on Aug. 
19 that it was temporarily suspending 
all athletics activities for all sports 
teams due to the spread of COVID-
19 on campus shortly after the fall 

semester began. No official numbers 
regarding positive cases in the 
athletics department were released.

It could’ve been the nail in the 
coffin. But no — just a few days later, 
UNC announced that men’s and 
women’s basketball, cross country, 
field hockey, men’s and women’s 
soccer and volleyball would resume 
activities on Aug. 23, while football 
opted to return to practice on Aug. 24. 

Still, the athletics department 
marched on like a well-oiled 
machine, improvising and pulling 
solutions out of its magician’s hat 
whenever trouble arose.

The football team went ahead 
with its revamped 11-game schedule 
and when UNC-Charlotte called 
off the Tar Heels’ second game of 
the season due to several offensive 
linemen having to quarantine, North 
Carolina picked up the phones and 
set up a late-season replacement 
clash with Western Carolina for the 
end of the season.

Since then, the Tar Heels seem to 
have been rolling with the punches.

The football team hasn’t had 
any additional pauses attributed 
to coronavirus. The volleyball 
team postponed a pair of matches 
against Virginia for about three 
weeks before eventually facing the 
Cavaliers after reports that Virginia 
was dealing with COVID-19 issues.

The women’s soccer team canceled 
its match against Virginia around the 
same time and the field hockey team’s 
contest with Boston College in late 
October never happened after a BC 
player tested positive for the virus. 

Looking ahead to winter and 
spring sports, though, the men’s 
basketball team’s season barely got 
underway before its matchup with 
Elon, the fifth game of the year, was 
postponed due to COVID-19 issues 
within the opposing program.

With COVID-19 cases rising 
throughout the country, there’s still a 
cyclical nature to the peaks and valleys 
of sports right now. Teams can be 
healthy and in good spirits one week 
before a positive test and subsequent 
contact tracing knocks out a chunk of 
the squad right before a game. 

Because, as Brown knows from 
experience, things can change in a 
split second.

“It just goes from nothing to fast,” 
Brown said this summer.

@McMastersJ
sports@dailytarheel.com

“I was very paranoid about becoming infected. I just 
didn’t feel good about the season and potentially being 
exposed to people.” 
D.J. Ford
Former UNC defensive back

The path back was paved 
with positive COVID-19 tests 

and schedule confusion.



The past year in science has been 
nothing short of tumultuous, 
with COVID-19 completely 

halting some scientific endeavors and 
accelerating others. Regardless, the 
year will be remembered for a variety of 
advancements — from space discoveries 
to vaccine development. 

And if this year has proven anything, 
it’s that it’s going to be difficult to predict 
anything for 2021. 

First, let’s recap some highlights in 
science from 2020:

Vaccine development

One of the largest scientific feats this 
year was the rapid development of a 
vaccine for COVID-19. The research on 
the virus itself will go down as one of 
the most collaborative biomedical efforts 
performed to date, some of which was 
spearheaded right here on UNC’s campus. 

The vaccines currently in the news 
mark the first clinical uses of an mRNA 
vaccine, which utilizes the understanding 
of the virus’s structure to push the human 
body to produce protective antibodies 
against the virus. 

While vaccines like these have been 
in development for over a decade, only 
12 mRNA vaccines have ever made 
it to human trials, and none were 
approved. However, given the speed of 
its development, it has been pushed to 
emergency use for COVID-19 by Moderna 
and Pfizer, at shocking rates of over 90 
percent efficiency — proving a huge 
win for drug development and strong 
implications for its use in the future.

Improvement of artificial intelligence

Google DeepMind has been in the news 
twice this year for immense breakthroughs 
in health and biology. Earlier this year, it 
was evaluated as a tool to spot cases of 
breast cancer, and the system was trained 
on over 30,000 mammography images in 
the U.S. and the U.K.

DeepMind was able to cut the number 
of people incorrectly referred for further 
screening by 5.7 percent, while detecting 
9.4 percent of potentially missed breast 
cancer cases. Although its success will 
need to be confirmed in clinical trials, 
it’s a significant advancement for the 
integration of technology into health care. 

And only a few weeks ago, DeepMind’s 
program, known as AlphaFold, made a huge 
leap in solving a problem scientists have 
grappled with for decades: determining a 
protein’s 3D shape from its amino acid 
sequence. Understanding the shape of 
proteins can help pharmaceutical companies 
better understand viruses and the immune 
response, and has strong implications for 
quicker and advanced drug discovery.

Space discovery

Space exploration has always been 

one of the more intriguing aspects of 
science, and this year was nothing short of 
exciting. In September, evidence emerged 
of three buried lakes on Mars from radar 
data collected by the orbiting spacecraft 
known as Mars Express. The prospect of 
these lakes suggests that Mars may have 
had a water source in the past, giving rise 
to the possibility of life. 

The research on Mars continued this 
year with the Perseverance rover, which 
was launched in late July. Its primary 
mission is to seek signs of ancient life 
and collect rock and soil samples for its 
possible return to Earth.

In additional space news, phosphine 
— a toxic compound of hydrogen and 
phosphorus — was flagged in Venus’ 
atmosphere. Phosphine is considered 
a possible signature for life as it is 
made by some organisms on Earth. 
Researchers have suggested that the 
atmospheric region, away from the high 
pressure and temperature of the planet’s 
surface, could support the life of some 
airborne microbes.

And now, here’s what we can look 
forward to in 2021:

Advancements in public health

W i t h  s e v e r a l  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l 
companies filing for vaccine emergency 
use, the work of public health officials 
n o w  c o m e s  i n t o  p l ay.  D e c i s i o n s 
involving who gets the vaccine and 
the distribution across countries, as 
well  as the development of public 
health measures to continue virus 
containment, are all things to keep an 
eye on as governments aim to integrate 
the advice of public health experts into 
their respective pandemic responses.

Technology in medicine

Google DeepMind’s use in diagnosing 
breast cancer was just the beginning. 
Along with the development of AI 
in diagnoses of various conditions 
and the advancement of gene editing 
through techniques such as CRISPR-
Cas9, we will hopefully see accelerated 
development of forms of treatment 
known as “precision medicine,” in which 
drugs can be customized to the genetic 
profile of individual patients, making 
them more effective.

Access to research and data sharing

The importance of data sharing was 
emphasized this year as researchers 
shared experiment results and the public 
awaited data reports from the dozens of 
vaccine trials for COVID-19. 

With  the  amount  of  data  only 
increasing in the upcoming years, 
changes will be made in development of 
databases to share all kinds of datasets 
— from mammogram training pictures 
to efficiency data for new vaccines. 

The sharing of these types of results 
will not only be used for validation of 
findings, but also in further research, 
propelling the advancement of science in 
nearly every division of academia.

@rajeeganesan
opinion@dailytarheel.com
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quantitative biology.

email: rganesan@
live.unc.edu

What got us through 2020

When December rolls around, there is cause 
for reflection. Another year over, full of 
experiences, memories and events that mark 

that time. 
But this year’s reflection looks different. We 

are nine months into a pandemic that has kept us 
sheltered at home and disconnected from those 
we love. Processing the loss and change that 2020 
brought will take time. While there is hope for a 
vaccine in the near future, what 2021 will look like 
remains unclear. 

The Editorial Board has compiled a list of things that 
helped us weather the storm that was 2020. In a year like 
no other, these were our saving graces:

Netflix.

2020 was the year of Netflix and chill — literally. 
There is no way our sanity would still be intact if it 
weren’t for Netflix. From Tiger King and Emily in Paris 
to The Queen’s Gambit, Netflix original shows marked 
chapters of the pandemic this year. (Wait, Tiger King 
was THIS YEAR?) 

W h e t h e r  y o u ’ r e  b i n g i n g  t h e  c l a s s i c s  o r 
discovering new favorites, watching Netflix in bed 
at all times of the day is the perfect escape from 
reality. And yes, we are still watching. If you need 
us, well ... don’t. 

Masks.

Masks have become a part of our lives this year, and 
any reflection on 2020 would be incomplete without 
them. While there was a point when we were 
told NOT to wear masks, things fortunately 
moved in the right direction. They protect 
us from COVID-19. They let us hide in 
plain sight. Though we still have to 
avoid the dreaded anti-maskers, 
masks and other face coverings 
have become an inextricable part 
of 2020.

Zoom and other video conferencing apps.

Just like masks, online video conferencing apps, 
such as Zoom, have become intertwined in our daily 
lives. Virtual school, virtual work, virtual dates, virtual 
holidays — so much of our lives is now shared on these 
platforms. And let’s be real: there is nothing more freeing 
than turning off your camera and vibing in peace.

The outdoors.

While we were forced to stay indoors to combat 
the virus, it was the small moments spent outdoors 
that kept us sane this year. From daily walks to 

In a year like no other, these were our 
saving graces.
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s o c i a l l y  d i s t a n c e d  g a t h e r i n g s 
in parks, a moment of fresh air 
was of ten the highl ight  of  our 
day. Though the coldest parts of 
the year are still to come (hello, 
seasonal depression!),  the past 
10 months would not have been 
possible without a little sunshine.

 

Pass/fail.

Where would we be without 
pass/fail? The University’s pass/fail 
grading accommodations provided 
the security blanket we all needed 
while dealing with the pandemic, 
the election and everything else 
that 2020 threw our way. It wasn’t 
perfect, but it helped, at least a little 
bit. This year was hard enough — 

imagine if we still had to worry 
about our GPAs, too.

Small businesses. 

From Linda’s Bar & Grill to 
our beloved Cosmic Cantina, 
local restaurants and other small 

businesses were the 
lifeblood of 2020. 

T h o u g h  t h e s e 
businesses 

have been 
counting 
o n  t h e i r 

customers 
t o  s t a y 

afloat 
d u r i n g  t h e 

pandemic, 
we needed them just as 

much (if not more). How could we 
survive a year like 2020 without 
loaded tots?

 
Life hack: 

“I’m just supporting my local 
businesses!” is the perfect justification 
for getting takeout from Linda’s twice 
in one week.

@dthopinion
opinion@dailytarheel.com

DTH ONLINE:  For more columns, editorials, op-eds and cartoons, visit us at 
dailytarheel.com. Or, follow us on Twitter, @dthopinion.
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2020 was a wild ride.

The year in science, 
explained

EDITORIAL CARTOON  By Tate Godwin, @tate_cartoons

2020 was a year of loss. The loss of time, the loss of opportunities, the loss of 
our sanity, the loss of nearly 274,000 lives in the U.S. alone. But in many ways, 

it was about finding ourselves, too.

Here’s what we’ll remember the year by: 

EDITORIAL

Our predictions for 2021

As the year approaches its close, the 
long-awaited Spotify Wrapped has 
finally made its debut. 

Though this year has challenged us in many 
ways, it has undoubtedly also blessed us as far 
as music goes. The Editorial Board is proud to 
announce our soundtrack to 2020, featuring our 
favorite tunes that got us through the year.

“F2020,” Avenue Beat

Written by up-and-coming girl group Avenue 
Beat, this song is 2020’s unofficial anthem as far 
as we’re concerned. It speaks to us on every single 
level. We haven’t loved 2020 and we’ve been 
known to use tactical profanity in our work as 
well. Big fans.

“WAP,” Cardi B ft. Megan Thee Stallion

Although it received notable criticism for its 
exuberant use of colorful language, “WAP” is all 
about empowering women. Crafted by two of the 
most famous women in rap and filled with clever 
analogies and even a reference to Vine (RIP), the 
release of “WAP” made our 2020 much more 
bearable. It also provided us with hilarious 
memes of Ben Shapiro, so bonus points for that. 

“Betty,” Taylor Swift 

With “folklore,” Taylor Swift gave us the 
cottagecore motivation we all needed to stay 
home. In fact, being forced to stay indoors all day 
long actually became pleasurable at the thought 
of making a cup of tea, wearing a favorite 
cardigan, and settling in under some blankets to 
listen to “betty” and “invisible string” over and 
over again. (Yes, she was our top artist of the 
year.)

“Say So,” Doja Cat

This song floods us with memories of early 
quarantine along with daily walks, the rise of 
whipped coffee and sleeping in. Doja’s catchy 
beat evokes a simpler time and reminds us of the 
awe-inspiring collaboration and kindness we saw 
in our communities during the transition into 
the new normal. 

“Blinding Lights,” The Weeknd

The Weeknd’s “Blinding Lights” broke the 
record for most weeks in the Top 10 of the 
Billboard Hot 100 this year. Along with its 
commercial success, the song was popular 

among the Editorial Board as well. The Michael 
Jackson-esque drumbeat and the ‘90s-esque 
synth seems to take us back in time, to a time 
before quarantine and COVID-19 tests, and we 
can’t get enough.

“Heather,” Conan Gray

Conan Gray’s mesmerizing voice over a 
wash of layered acoustics had us absolutely 
enchanted for a full year, while the song’s story 
of unrequited love had us crying over something 
else other than COVID-19. 

“Therefore I Am,” Billie Eilish

Released only last month, Billie Eilish’s 
“Therefore I Am” brings us hope for her new 
album and for new music in 2021. This song 
makes us feel confident, bold and assured of 
any future. Music like this can absolutely get us 
through anything 2021 has to throw at us.

“Bored in the House,” Tyga x Curtis Roach 

This hit is, once again, courtesy of TikTok 
(we’re sensing a theme here). It emerged early 
on as our quarantine anthem, back when we 
were bored instead of just plain sad. “I was really 
bored in the house,” Roach said to the Detroit 
Metro Times about making the now-viral video. 
Relatable.

“Iris,” Phoebe Bridgers & Maggie Rogers

On Election Day, Bridgers tweeted that if 
Trump lost the election, she would cover “Iris” by 
the Goo Goo Dolls. Well, Biden delivered, and so 
did Phoebe Bridgers. She ended up collaborating 
with Maggie Rogers on the track, and their 
harmonization is heavenly. We are simply not 
worthy.

Honorable mention: “Ratatouille” Musical, 
TikTok

Although not an official musical, and not (yet) 
featured on Spotify, the TikTok phenomenon that 
is “Ratatouille” Musical has a special place in our 
hearts. We look forward to the day it features on 
our Spotify Wrapped, and even more to the day 
it appears on Broadway.

@dthopinion
opinion@dailytarheel.com

Our soundtrack to 
2020

EDITORIAL

If there’s one thing we’ve learned from 2020, it’s the limitations of our ability to accurately 
predict the future. Before this school year began, nobody could’ve foreseen that we’d be in 
the position we are right now (that is, except for literally everyone, including the many public 

health experts our beloved administration chose to ignore). 
But alas, we digress. The Editorial Board proudly presents our 2021 predictions. Please, don’t 

take us seriously.

1.  America will be coronavirus-free. Chapel Hill will not. Turns out the University wouldn’t 
be able to distribute the vaccine until a task force created a plan that was sent to another 

task force for approval before it went to the chancellor to send to the Board of Trustees to the Board 
of Governors.

2. UNC basketball will miraculously return to sparkling form after last season was 
mysteriously canceled with no explanation. 

3. Franklin Street will open another underwhelming pizza spot. The aforementioned pizza 
spot will shut down after four months. What’s important is that they tried. 

4. President Joseph Robinette Biden will nominate Rameses to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Rameses will respectfully decline, because he knows there are far better uses for his time, 

but it’ll be an incredible PR stunt for the University nonetheless. Applicant numbers will skyrocket 
— maybe we don’t need a solid basketball team after all.

5. Frat Court will be razed and repurposed as a giant outhouse, replacing first floor Davis 
bathrooms once and for all. We can’t imagine a more suitable transformation!

6. Charlie “Choo Choo” Guskiewicz will stage a coup. Like the rest of us, he’s fed up with 
Kevin’s failures, and he’s decided to take matters into his own hands. Et tu, Charlie?

7. Rams will be a five-star restaurant. Lenoir will still be ... Lenoir. 

8. UNC will, once again, make national headlines for being the worst. What will they do 
this time? No one knows. But they will do something.

9. Silent Sam’s latest hiding spot will be discovered. Plot twist: it’s Joel Curran’s basement.

10. The General Assembly will appoint Sidney Powell to the UNC Board of Governors.

11. The Hussman School of Journalism and Media will receive a $1 billion donation from 
Jeff Bezos. No one knows what they’ve done with the money — the only new course 

the school will offer is “MEJO 351: How to Singlehandedly Extinguish Local News,” taught by 
Bezos himself. 

12. UNC will launch a new app that secretly listens in on all your conversations. Every time 
you speak poorly of the administration, your registration time gets moved back 15 minutes.

Opinion
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Off course from the 
roadmap to fall

By Kate Carroll
Staff Writer

The COVID-19 pandemic put UNC to the test, as the 
University welcomed students back to campus and began 
the 2020-21 school year with a combination of remote, 
hybrid and in-person classes for an accelerated fall semester. 

Shortly after the onset of the semester, the University faced 
a number of challenges as cases began to rise and a national 
spotlight was placed on students and the administration.

Here’s a recap of the events of the fall semester:

May 21: The fall roadmap
On May 21, the University introduced the fall roadmap: a 

COVID-19-conscious plan to bring students, faculty and staff 
back to campus. Since its introduction, the University provided 
weekly updates on plans for the semester, which included a 
phased move-in, an Aug. 10 start date for classes, reduced 
class sizes, designated dorms for isolation and quarantine and 
required mask and social distancing regulations. 

Aug. 14: Clusters begin
Just four days after the first day of class, two COVID-19 

clusters were identified on campus — one in Ehringhaus 
Community and one in Granville Towers. Students and 
community members were alerted via Alert Carolina messages, 
though the number of cases was not specified beyond the 
definition of a cluster including five or more cases. 

This initial lack of communication from the University, 
which administration justified under FERPA regulations, 
began to cause concern for students and parents, as more 
clusters were announced almost daily. 

Aug. 16: National spotlight
As cases began to rise, the University gained national 

media attention. On Aug. 16, The Daily Tar Heel published 
an editorial labeling the school’s fall roadmap a “clusterf*ck.” 
News outlets including CNN, The New York Times and The 
Huffington Post turned to the University as an example of 
unsuccessful reopening for the country.

Aug. 17: The offramp
On Aug. 17, the University announced all undergraduate 

classes would transition to a remote online format beginning 
Aug. 19. Students were also given the chance to cancel their 
housing contracts without penalty. 

The following evening, Aug. 18, Carolina Housing 
notified students via email that they should cancel 
their housing contracts within the week and return 
to their permanent home for the remainder of the 
semester. Students with outstanding circumstances 
could apply to remain on campus. 

Student employees of Carolina Housing were left 
wondering what this transition would mean for their 
jobs and salaries. 

On Aug. 28, the University sent an email to 
students and community members outlining a new 
plan for updating case and cluster numbers. All new 
cases would be reported daily on the University’s 
COVID-19 dashboard and messages would no 
longer be sent to students via Alert Carolina. 

Aug. 24-25: Class pause 
While the offramp ensued, classes continued. 

Students advocated for a pause in classes to give 
on-campus students the opportunity to transition 
off-campus and into remote classes. On Aug. 20, 
two days after the start of fully-remote classes, the 
University announced all classes would be paused on 
Aug. 24 and 25 to give students the chance to adjust 
to the new changes to the semester. 

By Aug. 24, the University’s COVID-19 positivity 
rate had surpassed 30 percent. 

On Sept. 8, Carolina Housing announced it would 
close 14 residence halls, and two days later, student 
employees were notified they would lose their position 
on Oct. 30 in an attempt to reduce spending. 

Sept. 15: A roadmap to spring
With remote classes underway and reduced 

on-campus occupancy, the University turned its sights 
toward the spring. On Sept. 15, Chancellor Kevin 
Guskiewicz announced plans for a spring roadmap.

“Our planning efforts will seek input from multiple 
groups, including our public health and medical 
content experts, our roadmap implementation 
team, as well as the state and Orange County health 
departments, and the UNC System,” Guskiewicz said 
in an email to students. 

The University also introduced a Campus and 
Community Advisory Committee, which is composed 
of undergraduates, faculty, officials and community 
members, and meant to give the greater University 
community a voice in the spring planning process. 

Oct. 9: Wellness day 
The University asked faculty to pause instruction 

on Oct. 9, in observance of World Mental Health 
Day and to give students a break. 

The announcement came after many students 

called for a day off before the end of the semester. 
After UNC announced it would not cancel classes 
on Oct. 12, University Day, students and faculty 
expressed stress about being left without breaks for 
the rest of the semester.

Oct. 23: Announcing spring plans
In a campus-wide email on Oct. 23, the University 

announced changes to the spring semester, including:
• The implementation of regular COVID-19 

evaluation testing and mandatory re-entry testing.
•  Availability of single-occupancy rooms for those 

living on campus.
• Five modes of instruction for courses, both in 

person and remote.
First-year student Gustavo Gonzalez, who was 

sent home at the start of the fall semester, said he 
does not trust that the University will be able to 
make the necessary changes for the spring. 

“Honestly, everything’s just really, really bad 
right now,” Gonzalez said. “It didn’t go as planned 
for fall. I think it’s probably just best if they just 
keep everybody at home.”

In discussing future plans for the spring with the 
DTH, Provost Bob Blouin expressed an appreciation 
for students. 

“I’m always optimistic about our students, the 
energy that they bring to this campus, the life that 
they bring to the classroom,” Blouin said. “And 
I know there’s so many of our students who were 
disappointed that we were unable to fulfill our 
promise to them to welcome them back to a safe 
campus environment.” 

university@dailytarheel.com
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A discarded mask hangs at the Old Well on June 6, 2020 during the COVID-19 pandemic that drastically changed life at UNC.

Sophomores Amzie Yurko and Meg Woodburn 
do their saliva-based COVID-19 tests on Oct. 7, 
2020 as UNC increases its testing capabilities.

People sit socially distanced at a bus stop on Nov. 
14 . Hoping for enough safety precautions, UNC is 

planning for students’ return to campus this spring.

UNC’s failed reopening and DTH’s coverage 
of it drew national attention and painted a 

negative image of UNC.

First-year Miranda Darwin’s family helps her move 
out of Hinton James Residence Hall on Aug. 18, 
2020 after the announcement of closed dorms.

Many clusters formed in mid-August after 
just a week of classes, prompting all classes 

to move to a remote format.

Stickers and signs encouraging COVID-19 safety 
were placed across campus in the summer in 

preparation for the students’ return.

During students’ spring break in March, UNC 
announced all classes would continue remotely 

and students wouldn’t return to campus.

A look back at UNC’s reopening attempt

“... I know there’s so many of our students who were disappointed that we 
were unable to fulfill our promise to them to welcome them back to a safe 
campus environment.” 
Bob Blouin
Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost
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Local band “Jack the Songman” plays with masks on outside of the Chapel Hill Courthouse on Saturday, Nov. 7, 2020. 

Local music scene adapts
By Sophia Ramirez

Staff Writer

The stage on Dec. 7, 2020 was 
booked for Microwave. The four-
man rock band out of Atlanta was set 
to perform at Local 506, an all-ages 
rock club on Franklin Street.

But Microwave will not be lighting 
up the venue this week. 

The music industry in Chapel 
Hill has slowed to a near halt in 
2020. Live music tends to involve 
shuttling people into the kind of 
crowded, intimate space that is now 
synonymous with risk. Venues and 
artists alike have had to adapt to a 
music scene without shows. 

Stephen Mooneyhan is  the 
drummer for Rum Ham, an “It’s 
Always Sunny In Philadelphia”-
themed band based in Chapel Hill. 
When everything got shut down, they 
decided to do a virtual show instead. 

Mooneyhan said between the three 
bands that he’s a part of, that’s the 
only show he’s done in the past eight 
months. 

“We weren’t really doing it for 
money, so if we had some need to 
do it for that, it would be different. 
And I understand why people do,” 
Mooneyhan said, “but it just kind of 

feels neutered relative to a normal 
show.” 

Livestreams are one of the only 
options for musicians who want to 
play for an audience right now. But 
they just don’t hold up to playing live, 
Stuart McLamb, singer-songwriter 
for the indie-pop band The Love 
Language, said.

The exception was a birthday party 
McLamb played over FaceTime: he 
could see people sitting on a porch, 
enjoying each other’s company and 
listening to him play through their 
iPhone’s speakers. 

In the absence of playing shows, 
some musicians have taken the time 
to focus on their creative process.

“I feel like I’m off somewhere in 
a cave training right now. Wax on, 
wax off,” said Marley Pitch, a North 
Carolina-based artist who churned 
out one album during quarantine and 
is working on another.

For musicians like Pitch, whose 
work mostly takes place in his 
home studio or over email, the 
pandemic hasn’t been too damaging. 
Streaming-wise and creatively, 2020 
has actually been his biggest year yet.

McLamb also spent quarantine 
working on what he can confidently 
call his best album.

“It was almost a therapeutic way of 
dealing with (the pandemic). I wrote a 
bunch in the first couple months … it 
was like music all day and then going 
to sleep,” McLamb said. 

But there are some in the music 
industry who have not found the same 
success as McLamb. 

As one of the owners of Local 
506, Rob Walsh is feeling the effects 
of the lockdown. A GoFundMe for 
Local 506 and T-shirt sales kept 
them afloat for a while, but recently, 
they’ve been trying to make some 
money by intermittently reopening 
as a bar and serving drinks outdoors.

“You’re talking about a business 
that was making between $1,500 and 
$3,000 a night, and now we’re having 
high-fives over $200,” Walsh said. 

Mooneyhan said that the touring 
industry is the sector of the music 
industry that has been hit the hardest. 

“Thinking about sound engineers 
and a lot of people I’ve met over the 
years — tour managers, road crew, 
bands that did make a living on 
touring. That was the first thing to 
stop, and it’s gonna be the last thing 
to come back,” Mooneyhan said.

@ramirezsophia99
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2020 songs meet the moment
By Charity Cohen

Staff Writer

Black liberation movements have 
always been accompanied by songs 
that meet the moment — from 
African American spirituals that 
navigated enslaved Black people to 
freedom and the harmonious chants 
of “We shall overcome” at marches 
during the Civil Rights Movement, 
to shouting lyrics from Kendrick 
Lamar’s “Alright” at Black Lives 
Matter protests.

Deborah Uzokwe, a sophomore 
studying economics, said music is 
so dynamic because of its ability to 
inspire others.

“Music is an important aspect of 
movements and it always has been, 
from spirituals all the way to trap 
music now,” Uzokwe said.

Racial injustices and police brutality 
in 2020 sparked a new wave of music 
that addressed these issues. Students 
created a playlist of these songs from 
this year’s racial reckoning.

“I Can’t Breathe” by H.E.R. 

R&B singer H.E.R. transformed the 
final words of George Floyd, a Black 
man murdered by police, into a song 
that shared Black grief and trauma.

“We breathe the same and we 
bleed the same, but still, we don’t 
see the same,” H.E.R said.

This line from the song resonated 

North Carolina awaits 
vaccine approval

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/MATT SHERIDAN
North Carolina is preparing for distribution processes of a COVID-19 vaccine.

By David Richman 
Staff Writer

As daily cases reach record 
highs nationwide, a COVID-19 
vaccine has yet to be authorized 
for use by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration. However, both 
pharmaceutical giant Pfizer and 
biotech company Moderna filed 
for Emergency Use Authorizations 
with the FDA last month. 

Here’s what we know about the 
leading vaccine candidates. 

When will the vaccine be 
available?

In a Dec. 3 press briefing, N.C. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services Secretary Mandy Cohen 
said if a vaccine is authorized for 
use in December, the state expects 
to receive doses possibly as early 
as mid-December. However, as per 
North Carolina’s COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution plan, those vaccines 
will first be reserved for health care 
workers. Next, the vaccine will go to 
people with a high risk of exposure, 
including residents in congregate 
living facilities (homeless shelters, 
prisons, migrant farm camps) and 
anyone with medical conditions 
that put them at a higher risk for 
contracting COVID-19.

Due to the limited number of 
doses available, the majority of 
the population will likely not be 
vaccinated for several months.

“It ’s not a quick fix,” Cohen 
said at the briefing. “It will take 
several months to have enough 
supplies that anyone can readily 
get a vaccine. Until most people are 
vaccinated, the three W’s remain 
our best tool to protect our loved 
ones, to make sure our hospitals are 
there for those who need them and 
to save lives.”

Additionally, it is expected the 
initial doses will be packaged in 
units of 1,000 doses due to ultra-
cold storage requirements, so not 
all hospitals in the state will have 
immediate access to the vaccine.

“Which is why when we get 85,000 
doses, it can only go to so many 
hospitals,” Cohen said. “It can’t even 
get to the more than 100 hospitals we 
have here in our state because, again, 
they package it 1,000 together, and 
we certainly don’t want to be wasting 
any vaccine.”

Neither  company could be 
reached for comment.

How many doses of the 
vaccines will be available?

According to press releases, 
Moderna is expecting to have 20 
million doses of its vaccine available 
for use by the end of 2020, and it 
expects to manufacture between 
500 million and one billion doses 
globally by the end of 2021. Pfizer 
is expecting to manufacture 50 
million doses of its vaccine globally 
by the end of 2020 and 1.3 billion 

doses by the end of 2021.
On Dec. 3, Cohen said if Pfizer’s 

vaccine is approved in December, 
North Carolina expects to receive 
an initial shipment of 85,000 
doses, with weekly shipments 
continuing after that. Cohen said 
the state expects shipments from 
Moderna to begin the week after 
shipments from Pfizer if both 
vaccines are approved.

“At that point, we anticipate 
being able to both send to more 
hospitals, as well as start to do the 
vaccinations, in our long-term care 
settings,” Cohen said. “We don’t 
have exact numbers of how much 
vaccine we will have in week two 
and beyond yet, but we are learning 
more every day and trying to get 
that information.”

Are the vaccines safe?

Yes, they are safe. According 
to Pfizer and Moderna, the vast 
majority of participants in both 
studies experienced very few 
adverse effects. 

The most common side effects of 
Pfizer’s vaccine were:

• Fatigue (3.8 percent).
• Headache (2 percent).
The most common side effects of 

Moderna’s vaccine were:
• Injection site pain (2.7 percent) 

after the first dose.
• Fatigue (9.7 percent) after the 

second dose.
• Muscle pain (8.9 percent) after 

the second dose.
• Joint pain (5.2 percent) after 

the second dose.
• Headache (4.5 percent) after 

the second dose.
• Pain (4.1 percent) after the 

second dose.
• Redness at the injection site 

(2.0 percent) after the second 
dose.

How well do the vaccines 
work?

In their phase three clinical 
trial, which enrolled over 30,000 
participants, Moderna found its 
vaccine to be 94.1 percent effective 
in preventing COVID-19 cases based 
on a total of 196 positive cases during 
the study, 185 of which were in 
participants who received a placebo.

In Pfizer’s phase three trial, which 
enrolled over 43,000 participants, 
their vaccine was found to be 95 
percent effective based on a total of 
170 positive cases, with 162 being 
participants who received placebos.

How much will the vaccines 
cost?

Gov. Roy Cooper said in a press 
conference on Dec. 1 that COVID-
19 vaccines will be free for everyone 
in N.C., regardless of whether or not 
they have insurance.

@DRichman27
city@dailytarheel.com

with Gavin Tribble, a junior studying 
peace, war, and defense, because 
he believes it spoke directly to the 
condition that the United States is in.

“We live in a place where everybody 
fights to be equal, yet there are so 
many groups that don’t want equality 
for all,” Tribble said.

Beyond the message of the song, 
Tribble appreciates the artist’s use of 
her platform to provoke change. 

“A lot of times, when Black 
people try to voice their opinions 
about situations, people don’t 
necessarily listen to us unless we’re 
using whatever platform they were 
watching us on before,” Tribble said.

“The Bigger Picture” by Lil Baby

Hip hop fans, like Marsalis 
Anderson, a first-year studying media 
and journalism, were surprised to 
see rapper Lil Baby talk about police 
brutality and racism in his music.

“The fact that it’s from Lil Baby 
was the first thing that stood out to 
me because he usually does not make 
music like that,” Anderson said. “For 
him to do that was a big step for me.”

He appreciates artists who made 
more modern music because he 
believes the movement has evolved 
with his generation.

“Black Parade” by Beyoncé

B e y o n c é  r e l e a s e d  “ B l a c k 

Parade” on Juneteenth, a holiday 
commemorating the ending of 
slavery in the United States. Uzokwe 
believes the celebratory nature of 
the holiday was captured in the song 
as it paid homage to the beauty of 
the Black experience.

“I was definitely excited about 
Black Parade,” she said. “For me, 
it was another contribution of that 
sort of happiness amidst all of this 
chaos, where it’s like Black joy being 
a type of rebellion.”

The song features afro-beats 
and instrumentation that is unique 
to African and Black American 
music such as horns, drums and 
vocal harmonies. For Uzokwe, this 
instrumentation fused the entire 
African diaspora together.

“You take Black American music 
and highlife music in Nigeria; the 
use of horns is so popular,” she said. 
“Then the song ‘Black Parade,’ the 
fact that she had horns, it’s just like 
that crossover.”

Keeping music alive

To Uzokwe, the use of music to 
obtain racial justice will continue to 
be relevant because of its ability to 
motivate and empower.

“When you think of what music 
does, it drives out so much emotion,” 
she said. 

arts@dailytarheel.com

A Year of Music
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A year of testing across Orange County

By Elizabeth Moore
Senior Writer

On the way back from a Spring 
Break trip in March, Peyton Lawson 
started to cough. By the time she got 
home, she had a fever.

Lawson is a junior at UNC studying 
exercise and sports science and human 
development and family studies. She 
said she went straight to her primary 
care doctor when she got home and 
received one of the first COVID-19 
tests the office administered.

First, though, the doctor gave 
her strep throat and flu tests. They 
wanted to rule out other illnesses 
before using a COVID-19 test, which 
were then in short supply.

That COVID-19 test was negative, 
but Lawson has gotten tested for the 
virus three more times since then. 

“You could tell they had been 
doing it for longer, versus the first 
test,” Lawson said.

Unknowns about the virus 
and supply shortages hindered 
widespread COVID-19 testing 
at the beginning of the year. But 
eight months into the pandemic, 
no-charge mass testing is common 
in Orange County.

Across North Carolina, the 

number of tests administered 
increased more than 10 times from 
April to November, jumping from 
under 120,000 to over 1,220,000.

Increased supply production 
and testing accessibility are largely 
to thank.

University testing response

Unlike some other universities, 
UNC did not mandate entry testing 
when students returned to campus for 
the fall semester. It did offer COVID-
19 tests through Campus Health, 
though in August the process involved 
long lines and uncertainty.

Many students got tested off campus 
at places like the FastMed Urgent 
Care on East Franklin Street, CVS on 
U.S. Highway 15-501 and Walgreens 
on LaSalle Street in Durham, which 
offers rapid test results — sometimes 
as quickly as 15 minutes.

At the end of September,  UNC 
began offering free saliva-based 
surveillance testing in the Student 
Union and encouraged students to 
get tested every five to nine days.

UNC announced the Carolina 
Together Testing Program on Nov. 
23 for the spring 2021 semester, 
which involves reentry and regular 

DTH/THORNE WILLIFORD
Dr. Natalie Doyle holds up a COVID-19 testing nasal swab on Nov. 15, 2020.

By Lily Chubb
Staff Writer

Despite the challenges of 2020, 
many members of the UNC and 
Chapel Hill arts community felt the 
changes imposed by the pandemic 
increased connectivity and meaning 
in the art world. 

This year, student artist Anna Eskew 
found more time to focus on her work. 
Instead of only painting during break, 
she now paints eight to 10 hours per day.

Her art  business is  cal led 
Creannative, a combination of her first 
name and the word creative. Eskew 
said she expanded her business this 
year by selling some of her work to a 
local boutique, Whilden. 

“In a social sense, the pandemic 
has affected a lot of people negatively,” 
Eskew said. “As far as my art business, it’s 
really helped me to focus on improving 
upon my skills and allowed me to get my 
name out in the community more.”

Eskew said she looks to those 
like mixed-media artist Ashley 
Longshore for inspiration. She said 
that in 2020, much of Longshore’s 
work has centered around current 
events — ranging from the COVID-
19 pandemic to the death of Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 

“It’s just been really interesting to 
see the way that different artists use 
their art as an outlet to convey their 
thoughts and feelings on the current 
social setting,” Eskew said. 

Carolyn Allmendinger, director 
of education and interpretation at 
the Ackland Art Museum, observed 
several changes in the arts world over 
the course of the year. The Ackland 
closed to visitors in mid-March due 
to the spread of the pandemic.

To make up for exhibit closures, 
the Ackland has made artist talks 
and interviews available to the public, 
beginning in April and continuing 
through the summer and fall.

“In normal life, or pre-pandemic 
life, people might have been busier 
or they might have had a hard time 
getting to a location where an artist 
was talking,” she said. “Something 
about the relative ease of just logging 
onto a Zoom link means that for 
many more people, it’s logistically 
simpler than it might have been.” 

Allmendinger said these talks have 
helped people escape the constant 
conversation about infections and the 
economic impact of the pandemic. 

The current installation at the 
Ackland is “Holding Space for Nobility: 
A Memorial for Breonna Taylor,” by 
Atlanta-based artist Shanequa Gay. 

Gay said she has seen changes in the 
way that art functions in 2020. Artists 
have put their art on masks, and 
restaurants have been commissioning 
mural work for their outdoor spaces. 

Gay did an installation at another 
restaurant in Atlanta, Kale Me Crazy, 
intending to tell customers that the 
space was safe to come into. 

“It’s been a great platform for artists 
for those of us who’ve been able to 
benefit from it,” she said. “People are 
turning to art to find a place of solace.”

@lchubb4
arts@dailytarheel.com

Arts in 
2020 help 

to cope, 
connect

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANNA ESKEWasymptomatic evaluation testing 
twice a week throughout the 
semester for undergraduates. The 
test will be a self-administered 
PCR anterior nares nasal swab test, 
and testing will take place in three 
campus buildings, according to the 
Carolina Together website.

State and local collaboration

Now, at the end of 2020, Orange 
County residents can get a free COVID-
19 test almost any day of the week. But 
tests were not always so accessible.

“Everybody who was suspected 
of having COVID-19 had to have a 
sample sent to CDC, where they would 
run it on their own,” Scott Shone, 
director of the North Carolina State 
Laboratory of Public Health, said. 

Shone said technology like rapid 
antigen tests and PCR have existed 
for decades, for things like the flu and 
strep throat.

What’s different now is the demand. 
Shone said health departments have 
faced supply shortages throughout 
the pandemic, and the demand likely 
won’t be met until next year.

Still, the North Carolina Department 
of Health and Human Services provides 
free COVID-19 test kits to local health 
departments, including the Orange 
County Health Department.

Orange County offers tests for free 
at mass-testing events, with no ID 
required, which take place five days a 
week in Hillsborough and six days a 
week in Chapel Hill. 

Rebecca Crawford, financial and 
administrative services director 
for the Orange County Health 

Department, said the goal of free 
testing is ensuring that COVID-19 
tests are available to anyone who 
needs them and to prevent any 
barriers to testing.

The county offers a PCR test using a 
mid-nasal turbinate, which goes about 
halfway up the nostril. The county 
then drops off the sample, contact-
free, with the state testing lab.

Looking forward

Relative to other counties in 
North Carolina, Orange County has 
had few cases and deaths. Crawford 
said their work preventing the 
spread could not be done without the 
support of Orange County residents 
and the health department workers.

“When you look at the rest of the 
state, Orange County just pops as 
pretty safe right now,” she said.

Crawford said the county will begin 
mobile testing, which will involve 
traveling to communities where there 
are COVID-19 clusters but residents 
may not have transportation to testing. 
She also said the health department 
has been in daily calls with the state 
and University about plans for 
administering a vaccine.

Until then, though, the state will 
continue vigilant testing. Even so, 
Shone said testing is just part of the 
public health response.

“It’s an essential part of our 
response, but wearing our masks, 
washing our hands and waiting our 6 
feet, keeping our physical distance, is 
really what’s necessary,” Shone said.

university@dailytarheel.com

N.C. voted red. Here’s what this means: 
By Guillermo Molero 

Senior Writer

The past few months were filled 
with widespread social and political 
upheaval,  but North Carolina voters 
made few changes at the ballot box. 

The results of this year’s general 
election serve as a reminder of how 
fractured the electorate in the state 
is. Whether it be state legislative 
races, council of state positions or 
federal offices, most races being 
contested this year were decided by 
a razor-thin margin. 

However, the structure of the 
state government remained largely 
unchanged as a result. 

Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper 
was re-elected alongside a sizable 
Republican majority in the state 
legislature, and most incumbents 
held their ground in council of state 
positions. The trend continued in 
federal races, with President Donald 
Trump once again winning the state, 
along with the Republican candidate 
for U.S. Senate, as Thom Tillis 
narrowly edged out Cal Cunningham. 

Partisanship ruled the day

Chris Cooper, head of the political 
science and public affairs department 
at Western Carolina University, said a 

major factor behind this year’s election 
outcomes was an increased level of 
partisanship among voters.

He said even though the number of 
people voting was drastically different 
this time around, the outcome 
remained remarkably stable: blue 
areas of the state remained blue and 
red areas of the state remained red, 
with both possibly becoming darker 
shades of their respective partisan 
hues than before.

Though there was a slight amount 
of ticket splitting, most notably 
in the gubernatorial race, he said 
voters tended to vote for candidates 
affiliated with their own party, 
regardless of the office. 

Michael Bitzer, professor of politics 
and history at Catawba College, said 
in an email that voters were engaged 
and energized, but reflected their 
commitment to their parties more so 
than ever.

He said party loyalty down the 
ballot gave Republicans an edge 
across the state. 

Gearing up for gridlock

With the major players in state 
politics remaining in place, experts 
maintain that the prospect of 
groundbreaking legislative change 
is unlikely. 

Mitch Kokai, senior political 
analyst at the conservative John Locke 
Foundation, said in an email that no 
one should expect a drastic change in 
policy over the next two years. 

He said Republican leaders in the 
General Assembly have interpreted 
the election as an endorsement of 
their work over the past decade. He 
said Republicans in both chambers 
signaled their interest in continuing 
to work toward economic growth, 
whether by adjusting taxes or 
spending or rolling back regulations, 
and expanding school choice. 

If there is to be any reform on 
health care or any other issue, he 
said, the attitudes at the top of both 
policymaking branches of government 
will have to change. 

“If the governor and Republican 
legislators return to their respective 
corners and prepare to duke it out 
again in 2021, we’re likely to see 
another period of legislative gridlock,” 
Kokai said in the email. “If, on the 
other hand, both camps choose to 

cooperate rather than fight, we could 
see positive developments on the state 
budget, health care, education, and 
other top priorities.”

Leaving room for change

Still, not everything will remain 
exactly the same in North Carolina. 

Joseph Czabovsky, an assistant 
professor at UNC’s Hussman School 
of Journalism and Media, said two 
wildcards could change how election 
results impact N.C. – the ongoing 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the actions of the federal 
government. 

“In theory, especially during a 
time like a recession 10 years ago or 
COVID now, if the federal government 
changes things like funding to states or 
local municipalities, that could change 
some state dynamics,” Czabovsky said. 

Cooper pointed out a policy item 
where this year’s election results will 
have a massive impact: redistricting. 

Republicans will once again have 
the pen in their hands when it comes 
to drawing the maps.

“This election will set the tone for 
the next 10 years of American politics,” 
Cooper said. 

@GMolero1
city@dailytarheel.com 

DTH FILE/ANGELINA KATSANIS
Nurse practitioner Jean McDonald administers COVID-19 saliva tests to 
students in the FPG Student Union on Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2020.

How COVID-19 screening 
has improved since March

“This election will set the 
tone for the next 10 years 
of American politics.” 
Chris Cooper
Western Carolina University professor
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A year of administration challenges

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/KIARA ALVARADO

DTH Photo Illustration. The university’s response to the pandemic worsened the distrust 
people already felt toward UNC after events such as Silent Sam and Title IX concerns.

By Rachel Crumpler and Emily Orland
Senior Writers

Deb Aikat has been a journalism 
professor at UNC for 25 years and has 
witnessed multiple events and scandals that 
have eroded trust in the University. 

But he said this year “trust is at a new 
low” due to the University’s handling of 
reopening campus during the pandemic.

“I would say in terms of Carolina as a 
community, trust is an issue that has been at 
the forefront of everybody’s mind,” Aikat said. 
“And it has been on everybody’s mind, unlike 
the athletic scandal or unlike Silent Sam, 
because the pandemic affects everybody.”

Mimi Chapman, chairperson of the 
faculty, said the broad distrust that has 
emerged in recent months is partially due 
to a series of past events, like the NCAA 
scandal, Silent Sam and Title IX concerns. 
The erosion of trust that resulted from 
these events was never fully regained, and 
new University leadership has assumed the 
responsibility of repairing past harm while 
confronting new challenges. 

“It’s a recipe for all of the distrust of the 
past to erupt in just a huge way, and that’s 
a huge challenge for anyone in leadership,” 
Chapman said. “No matter how good a 
leader they are.”

Ryan Collins, president of the Graduate 
and Professional Student Federation, said how 
much trust people have in University leadership 
varies, but he believes there is greater distrust 
this year because of perceptions of how the 
administration responded to the pandemic. 

One factor in this distrust is that 
some community members have been 
disproportionately impacted by the events 
of the past year, said Ethan Phillips, 
an undergraduate representative on 
the Campus and Community Advisory 
Committee. In particular, he said members 
of marginalized communities have felt a 
greater sense of distrust and been excluded 
from decision-making. 

“Decisions made in the best interest of 
students aren’t in the best interest of every 
student,” Phillips said.

Trust in institutions is also distinct 
from trust in leaders,  said Joseph 
Richards, a doctoral student and graduate 
teaching fellow in the Department of 

Communication. But they said they believe 
the ability to trust in leadership is inherently 
connected to identity and privilege. 

“If you’re losing trust, that means you 
were privileged enough to have been able to 
have trust in the first place,” Richards said. 

But Chapman worries a sense of distrust 
that goes unaddressed can create an 
environment where people don’t want to 
participate in broader University life. She said 
people may cease to see themselves as part of 
a larger community, and they might doubt the 
importance of their voice in problem-solving. 

“And for other people, it really produces 
a sense of outrage and anger that they begin 
to kind of live in, and it’s hard to break out 
of that once you get used to living there,” 
Chapman said.

Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz said in a 
statement that strong relationships with 
students, faculty, staff and neighbors are vital 
to the University’s mission to teach, research 
and serve. Guskiewicz also said this past year 
has brought unanticipated challenges, and the 
administration recognizes that community 
members are counting on strong leadership in 
the coming months. 

“We have learned a great deal, and 
I recognize there is work to be done,” 
Guskiewicz said in the statement. “I am fully 
committed to working together to forge an 
even stronger bond with our community.”

Provost Bob Blouin said at the Employee 
Forum Community Conversation meeting on 
Nov. 23 that he is committed to creating trust 
at every level of UNC’s administration. Blouin 
said the responsibility of building trust needs 
to involve not just Guskiewicz and him but also 
lower-level administrators, such as deans. 

Potential solutions

Aikat outlined four ways he thinks 
the University could improve trust: 
transparency, community engagement, 
communication and accountability.

Collins said he thinks the University’s 
transparency and openness have improved 
since the summer. Over the summer, Collins 
said, leaders would ask for feedback on 
decisions that had already been made. But 
now, he said University leaders have become 
better at seeking proactive input into decision-
making as demonstrated by the formation 

How the pandemic highlighted 
growing distrust in the University

of the Campus and Community Advisory 
Committee, which advises on spring planning. 

“I don’t think there’s a deliberate effort 
to deceive or keep anyone in the dark,” 
Collins said.

Admissions ambassador Jenny Rubin 
said transparency could be improved if the 
University administration publicly explained 
the rationale behind their decisions. 

“We deserve an answer as to why they’re 
making the decisions they’re making, how 
they’re coming to that conclusion, and 
whether or not students have any say in the 
decision-making at all,” Rubin said. 

Aikat said he would like to see the 
University change how it conducts its 
“community conversations,” so attendees 
can directly engage and ask questions of 
leaders, rather than the current format in 
which University leaders often present for 
the majority of time.

One way staff have suggested the 
University could improve its communication 
is by abandoning “toxic positivity,” an overly 
optimistic attitude that minimizes people’s 
authentic emotional experiences, which was 
a recommendation of the October 2020 
Employee Forum Report. 

Remaining doubts

Lindsay Ayling, a doctoral candidate 
in the history department, said she has 
concerns about the University’s ability to 

listen to people. 
“A lot of what they do just seems cosmetic to 

me or maybe even not that deep,” Ayling said. “I 
think that I’ve been to a lot of public meetings 
where you make comments, and then they just 
proceed to totally ignore everything you say.”

While Phillips said he has trust in the 
University’s general motives and intentions, 
he also said decisions regarding reopening led 
him to question its ability to translate their 
intentions into effective outcomes. Phillips 
emphasized that task forces, committees 
and conversations are meaningless if they 
continue to result in similar outcomes.

Chapman, co-chairperson of the Campus 
and Community Advisory Committee, said 
she sees the value of the committee’s work, 
as some of its recommendations have already 
been taken into account for spring planning.

Given past incidents that have led to an 
erosion of trust and the extent to which 
trust was lost this fall, Collins said the 
University faces a challenge in regaining it.

“I think the more that you can speak to 
people directly, and the more that you can 
acknowledge the mistakes that have been 
made in the past, the better that will be,” 
Collins said. “But it is something that I 
think they’re going to continue to struggle 
with. And I don’t know that there’s an easy 
answer, because trust is much more easily 
lost than it is regained.” 

university@dailytarheel.com

Turnover was in the cards for UNC during 2020

DTH FILE/AUSTIN WANG
People sit on the steps and benches in front of South Building on Sunday, Sept. 12, 2020.

By Isabella Sherk
Staff Writer

UNC’s administration went though many 
personnel changes in 2020, even during the 
pandemic. Here are the people who have come 
to Chapel Hill and those who are leaving:

On the way out

Steve Farmer, vice provost for enrollment 
and undergraduate admissions, will depart 
his UNC role to accept a job at the University 
of Virginia beginning on Jan. 1. 

Jonathan Pruitt, former vice chancellor 
for finance and operations, left in August to 
return to a position with the UNC System 

as chief operating officer. 

Joining UNC

Mike Piehler — Chief Sustainability Officer

After the firing of Brad Ives nearly a year 
ago, Mike Piehler was named the University’s 
chief sustainability officer. Piehler, already 
the director at the UNC Institute for the 
Environment, was eager to start in the new 
position as it had been vacant since the firing.

“There was a little bit of a gap, but we’ve 
quickly made up for that,” Piehler said. “The 
core of the new sustainability effort at Carolina 
is going to be a sustainability council, which we 
formed and convened a couple of months ago.”

Piehler said the council will remain 
focused on past initiatives, like the Three 
Zeros Environmental Campaign, as well 
as expanding the scope of their efforts 
across campus.

Amy Johnson — Vice Chancellor for 
Student Affairs 

Amy Johnson was hired as the new vice 
chancellor for student affairs. Though she 
began working in August, right before the 
transition to remote learning, she said her 
office has continued championing students 
in their work. Johnson said her main 
focuses are mental health and diversity, 
equity and inclusion.

Since coming to UNC, she is proud of 
her team’s efforts with the Counseling and 
Psychological Services Multicultural Health 
Program and the Election Carolina website. 

“We launched in August our Multicultural 
Health Program, in which we hired, on a 
contract basis, counselors who have a specific 
background and expertise in working with 
our students of color,” Johnson said. “And 
so, we have hired those folks, and they have 
now, as of the fall, undertaken significant 
outreach efforts to try to particularly support 
our students in those communities.”

Sibby Anderson-Thompkins — Interim 
Chief Diversity Officer

Sibby Anderson-Thompkins started as the 
interim chief diversity officer in February, 
after the position was vacant for a year. She 
said the pandemic brought many issues to the 
forefront that she had hoped to address.

She serves as an adviser to the chancellor 

in her role. She sees herself as a “bridge-
builder,” connecting student and faculty 
voices to those in power at the University.

“I want to make sure that I’m not making 
decisions for and acting on other people’s 
behalf,” she said. “If I can, I want to bring them 
to the table and I want to be able to elevate 
their voices, and also empower them to be part 
of the decision-making process.”

One accomplishment Anderson-
Thompkins is most proud of so far is the 
establishment of the University Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion Council. 

“(The council) is playing a critical role in 
setting strategic priorities around equity and 
inclusion across campus, addressing issues 
around structural racism and facilitating this 
work within each academic unit and division 
across campus,” she said.

Terry Rhodes — Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences 

Terry Rhodes, named interim dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences in 2019, officially 
took over the position of dean this year.

Rhodes said that because she served as 
the interim dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences for a year before being offered the 
permanent position, she was well-equipped 
to continue the role.

“Hands down, the best part of my job is 
meeting and talking with students,” Rhodes 
said in an email. “I love hearing about their 
classes, the projects they are working on, 
the difference they are making in the world. 
They are so inspiring. And I love sharing 
these stories with our Tar Heel alumni.”

university@dailytarheel.com
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ACROSS
1 Doesn’t block
7 Financial crime trial evidence
13 Daybreak?
14 Pronoun sung multiple times in the 

1968 hit “Turn Around, Look at 
Me”

15 French president after Hollande
16 One can hold about 500 hours of 

HD video
17 “I hate that!”
18 Wine-and-food match, e.g.
20 Ancient refuge
21 Compensate for goofing off, 

maybe
23 Fill with wonder
24 Not busy
25 Capital NE of Vientiane
27 Cream __
28 __ one’s time: waited
29 Motivation in “The Manchurian 

Candidate”
32 Designers’ tools
34 Begged off formally
36 Negotiations
39 Proof letters
40 Guitar attachment
42 Fruit picked from palms
43 Old Venetian coin
45 Estate __
46 Place for a bargain
47 “See here, fella ... “
49 Misfortune
50 Leftovers
52 Nervous excitement
54 Singer who played a hacker in 

“Ocean’s 8”
55 Francia neighbor
56 Enterprise engineer

57 Small town symbol

DOWN
1 To the same degree
2 Sentence model used in language 

teaching
3 Pit crew member
4 State since 1948: Abbr.
5 Sporty car option
6 Arabian Peninsula capital
7 Producer Michaels
8 Salon, for one
9 Ball star
10 Homer, in baseball jargon
11 Main menu item
12 Gave a strong impression (of)
14 Motto attributed to Horace
16 Total disasters
19 Reason for a Champagne 

shortage, maybe
22 Snowboard relative
24 Sole food
26 Waits at the drive-thru
28 Participants in Africa’s 1830s-’40s 

Great Trek
30 Cell occupant
31 Short rule?
33 Deliberately weak argument 

metaphor
35 Stereotypical swinging-doors sites
36 Small drums
37 Like vinegar
38 Cry from a nest?
41 Study closely
43 Youngest of a ‘60s-’70s male 

quintet, familiarly
44 Carved symbol
47 Gave for a while
48 __ Minor
51 Sweeper’s convenience?
53 Center opening
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The LA Times
Crossword Puzzle

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is an 8 — Physical 
performance faces a challenge. 
Use gentle pressure, even finesse, 
rather than force. Slow to avoid 
accidents. Luck favors advancing 
your objectives.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is a 7 — Love 
triumphs, despite temporary 
delays or setbacks. Forgive 
misunderstandings. Find a way 
around obstacles. Ignore gossip or 
rumors. Avoid risk. Listen to your 
heart.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is a 7 — A domestic mess 
requires resolution. Handle chores 
and housekeeping. Work out a 
misunderstanding. Listen to all 
views. Clean house and enjoy the 
results.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is a 7 — Edit and revise your 
communications before sending. 
Misunderstandings spark easily, 
causing delays. Avoid expensive 
mistakes with careful review. Clarify 
with basic facts and information.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 — Consider and 
research big purchases carefully. 
Avoid impulsive expenses and focus 
on basic necessities. You can find 
the resources you need. Patiently 
persist.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is an 8 — Take a moment to 
acknowledge how far you’ve come. 
Despite temporary setbacks, you’re 
growing stronger. Reject far-fetched 
schemes in favor of practical 
solutions.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is an 8 — Avoid travel and 
focus on completing projects. Tie up 
loose ends. Temporary delays could 
frustrate. Patiently put the pieces in 
place. Rest and recharge.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is a 7 — Bring extra patience 
to team projects. Tempers may be 
short. Provide a sense of stability 
and support. Budget carefully and 
go for substance over symbolism.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today is a 7 — Wait for 
developments with a professional 
project. You won’t need to defer 
gratification forever. Simplify 
and edit. Get rid of unnecessary 
elaborations. Leave misconceptions 
behind.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is a 7 — Investigate options 
and study possibilities. The road 
ahead reveals obstacles, delays and 
barriers. Slow to review alternative 
routes. Explore your subject from 
home.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Today is a 7 — Financial 
conditions could feature limitation 
or restriction. Plan and act 
strategically. Discuss options 
with your partner. Abandon old 
assumptions and try new directions.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 7 — Your partner’s 
opinion is important; and incoming. 
Postpone financial discussions for 
better conditions tomorrow. Reduce 
risk or stress factors. Prepare for 
positive results.

HOROSCOPES If December 7 is  
Your Birthday...

Your next year gets especially profitable. Steady focus and action generate 
lucrative opportunities. Create your dream home. Collaborate around a 
tricky situation this winter, before stepping into a personal spotlight. Resolve 
a challenge next summer, before romance sweeps you off your feet. Grow 
financial strength.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(C)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

For Monday, 10/07/2019 place:

Horoscopes
- If Oct 7th is your birthday...
- 10/07/2019 birthday horoscope
- 10/07/2019 horoscopes

Sudoku
- Friday, 10/04/2019 solution
- Friday, 10/05/2019 puzzle

Crossword
- Saturday, 10/05/2019 solution
- Monday, 10/07/2019 puzzle
- Monday, 10/07/2019 clues

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

  
                    Deadlines

Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication
Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days

prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252
DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarketplace

Direct
Support

Professional
We are currently 

recruiting for motivated 
and enthusiastic 

individuals to work 
with residents with 

developmental disabilities 
of all ages!

A great opportunity for 
psychology and social 
work students! Various 

shifts available including 
PT and FT.

Pay up to $11/hr.
For more information click 

thru to http://jobs.rsi-nc.org.

Help Wanted Help Wanted 
CASHIER AND LINE COOKS WANTED Seeking nights & weekend help for front & back of house. Starting 
pay is $10/hour plus tips. Please email erika@armadillogrill.com for details.

LANDSCAPING YARDWORK NEEDED Moving a lot of soil, by shoveling & wheelbarrow.  Resettling & 
mulch cover.  Other stuff avail.  Looking for students, not landscaping company. Text Luke at 919-605-
4023.

RESIDENTIAL FRONT DESK Assists residents in a variety of ways, follows standards, policies, and 
procedures. Experience in excellent customer service, and effective communication skills required. 
140westassistant@ewclubs.com

EARN $500+ WORKING 10 HRS/WK Local financial company needs motivated student comfortable 
making calls to set appointments. Great opportunity to learn the business AND earn great money. Please 
call 919-622-3202 for more details.
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People in Evanston, Ill. joined the world in Black Lives Matter protests on May. 31, 2020 sparked by George Floyd’s death.

Nearly a decade of protests

BLM activists not done fighting
By Brittany McGee

Assistant City & State Editor

Angela Thurber walked to Pullen 
Park in Raleigh with her two teenage 
sons, all wearing hoodies that were 
zipped up tight. She was joined by 
her friend Jeannette Borne, whose 
blonde hair stood out among this 
predominantly Black crowd. 

Borne and Thurber were blown 
away when more than a thousand 
demonstrators came out with their 
signs to speak out against racial 
injustices occurring across the nation. 

Borne began crying.
“This is love,” she said. “This is what 

the world should look like.”
Thurber and Borne’s protest in 

March 2012 took on a life of its own 
as North Carolinians came out to 
protest the justice system’s response 
to the death of Trayvon Martin, which 
became part of the series of events that 
led to the formation of Black Lives 
Matter. The movement continued to 
grow in the years leading up to the 
protests that occurred after the death 
of George Floyd earlier this year.

One of the largest protests in 
Raleigh during the summer of 2020 
was led by Greear Webb, a sophomore 
at UNC and co-founder of Young 
Americans Protest. Webb decided 
he had to do something in May after 
seeing the video of the events that led 
to Floyd’s death. 

Webb said it only took a few days 
for YAP and other coalition groups 
throughout the Triangle to arrange 
a demonstration with about 4,000 
participants who marched through 
downtown Raleigh on May 30. 

T h e  m a r c h  w a s  a  s u r r e a l 
experience for Webb. 

The marketing of the protest and 
march was done by young people, 
but the participants were of all ages 
and races. To Webb, it seemed like 
everybody was there, and the people 

DTH FILE/CHASE COFIELD
Social justice activist Kerwin Pittman speaks out against police brutality at 
the #RaleighDemandsJustice protest on May 30, 2020.

Eight months of a virtual UNC

By Praveena Somasundaram
Assistant Online Editor

Eight months ago, UNC senior 
Metra Sheshbaradaran was sitting 
inside the Greensboro Coliseum, 
watching the UNC men’s basketball 
team play in the second round of the 
ACC Tournament with her brother 
— a first-year at the time.

That same day, March 11, the 
University sent a formal notice 
announcing  a  Spr ing  Break 
extension and a move to remote 
instruction starting March 23. At 
first, Sheshbaradaran didn’t realize 
the announcement meant that she 
wouldn’t be returning to campus with 
her brother to experience all the things 
she loved about spring at UNC.

“When that started to become clear, 
it was sad because I think spring is a 
lot of people’s favorite semester,” she 
said. “It’s definitely mine.”

After online spring and summer 
classes, when students returned to 
campus for the fall semester, the 
University had less than two weeks 
of instruction before shifting to fully 
remote classes. This spring, UNC will 
operate with five modes of instruction.

These changes over the last eight 
months have left UNC students and 
faculty to navigate Zoom lectures, 
virtual office hours and the stress of 
the pandemic.

Before UNC’s spring break, Kris 
Jordan, a teaching assistant professor 
in the computer science department, 
had been tracking COVID-19 cases 
in Italy on a white board in his office. 
As the days went by, case numbers 
were rising exponentially.

Jordan sent a survey to his team of 
teaching assistants to get their thoughts 
on instruction after Spring Break. Of 
the responses, no one thought UNC 
would change to remote instruction for 
the remainder of the semester.

“In spring, it felt like a complete 
180,” Jordan said. 

Sophomore Kendra Randle said it 
was hard to process the idea, not just 
of all online classes, but also missing 
out on college experiences. Randle 
and her roommates had planned to 
“soak up every ounce of Carolina” 
after break, and she’d been accepted 
to study abroad in Spain during the 

summer.
“I remember getting a bunch of 

emails all the time saying, ‘Hey we’re 
changing this, hey we’re changing 
that,’ and it really overwhelmed me.”

In addition to losing the classroom 
experience, the markers of a UNC 
experience like FallFest and football 
games looked different this semester.

“I was super upset about it because 
I kept thinking about all that we were 
losing,” Sheshbaradaran said.

Despite the difficulties, UNC 
students and faculty found ways to 
adjust both in and outside of the 
classroom. In a normal semester, 
Jordan said he and his team of around 
50 computer science teaching assistants 

conduct thousands of one-on-one office 
hour appointments for students in 
COMP 110:  Intro to Programming.

Jordan’s computer science students 
answered questions on Poll Everywhere, 
participated in a collective GroupMe 
and were divided into “Harry Potter”-
inspired houses this semester. During 
lectures, he used screen backgrounds 
that showed live code demos.

Though it’s uncertain what next 
semester will bring, Randle said she 
hopes to see her peers and professors 
face to face, and experience more 
regularity during her junior year.

“I haven’t experienced a normal 
year at Carolina yet,” she said. “So 
I’m looking forward to that.”

As a senior, Sheshbaradaran won’t 
have another semester at UNC where 
the days aren’t overshadowed by 
COVID-19. But, she said, she’s happy 
her brother will get to have those 
days in the years to come.

“I’m excited that the underclassmen 
in future Carolina classes will get to 
make their own traditions and still get 
to enjoy Carolina,” she said. “Because 
it’s not going away.”

university@dailytarheel.com
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Yang Chen, a computer science teaching assistant, poses for a portrait 
outside of Sitterson Hall on Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2020.

were expressing themselves however 
they knew how with posters, T-shirts, 
chants and slogans.

Borne said the diversity she saw 
with the 2020 protests was inspiring 
for her because it was so different 
from the initial protests in 2012. 

William Sturkey, an associate 
professor at UNC who specializes in 
the history of race in the American 
South, said the key issue that has 
historically motivated people 
to join and support civil rights 
demonstrations has been witnessing 
violence against Black people. Sturkey 
said the Civil Rights Movement, 
without violent images like the bodies 
of people murdered or the bombed 
church in Birmingham, would not 
have been successful.

Both protests from 2012 and 
2020 emphasized that they would be 
nonviolent events, and the duration 
of the events were largely peaceful. 
However, one of the storylines that 
followed the Black Lives Matter 
protests this year was the looting 
and rioting that occurred after the 
peaceful protests were wrapping up.

Webb said it is important to 

understand that demonstrators are 
talking about people’s lives, and they 
are rightfully angry and should use 
their constitutional right to express 
their frustration in a positive way.  
     “Protesting is not designed to be 
peaceful, but it works best when it’s 
nonviolent,” Webb said. “It’s supposed 
to be disruptive. It’s supposed to be 
discomforting for people.”

After analyzing over 7,750 
demonstrations linked to the Black 
Lives Matter movement, the Armed 
Conflict Location & Event Data 
Project found that more than 93 
percent were peaceful protests. 

Webb said now that the hype of the 
summer protests has died down, his 
organization is focused on applying 
pressure to create policy changes. 

“We understand that it could 
be tomorrow when another police 
shooting of an unarmed Black 
person in America takes place,” 
Webb said. “So we want folks that 
are with us, and were with us over 
the summer, to be with us again.”

@brittmcgee21
city@dailytarheel.com

By Brian Rosenzweig
Staff Writer

Following a historic semester of 
fully remote learning, Orange County 
Schools and Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Schools are moving forward 
with plans to begin a hybrid learning 
model for the second semester.

Last month, both districts sent 
out intent forms to families to gauge 
individual plans, the results of which 
have yet to be publicly released.

Both districts are tentatively 
planning to proceed under a “Plan 
B” for the spring semester, which will 
offer a hybrid alternating schedule for 
various cohorts beginning in January, 

in addition to other fully remote plans.
Jeff Nash, community relations 

director for CHCCS, said the cohort 
instruction model allows schools to 
practice deep cleaning and offer 
teachers a chance to work and 
connect outside of the classroom 
on Wednesdays.

“That gives the teachers time 
to do professional development,” 
Nash said, “but also if they want to 
have office hours or meetings with 
students, they can do that.”

During in-person instruction 
sessions, both districts plan to 
maintain social distancing in the 
classrooms and require face coverings 
at all times.

K-12 schools prepare to 
start hybrid learning

Hybrid instruction differs 
significantly from previous in-person 
semesters. However, it may be a 
welcome change for many district 
members. In a survey sent out by 
CHCCS in late October, 36 percent 
of parents said they were somewhat 
satisfied with their children’s remote 
learning, while 10 percent reported 
feeling not at all satisfied. 

Some of the biggest adjustments 
both teachers and students said 
they’ve struggled with in the remote 
learning format are changes to the 
social environment and participation. 
In the CHCCS survey, 56 percent 
of students between 6th and 12th 
grade said they felt only somewhat 
connected to the adults at their school.

Ben Knight, a junior at Chapel 
Hill High School, said that while 
the transition to online learning has 
been handled well, he believes that 
socialization and motivation are 
becoming increasingly strained as 

the situation continues.
“I think there’s been a drop-off 

in participation as people become 
more exhausted with the situation,” 
Knight said.

Marne Meredith, a school social 
worker at Ephesus Elementary School 
whose daughter is a junior in high 
school, said while she would like for 
her daughter to be able to return to 
school in person, they must weigh 
their considerations with the safety 
of teachers and others.

“It ’s hard trying to balance 
that, ‘What does she want?’ and, 
‘What does she need?’ while also 
accounting for the needs of the 
teachers,” Meredith said. 

In a poll conducted by CHCCS in 
early October, more than 73 percent 
of teachers said they would prefer to 
continue with remote instruction. 
For many teachers, concerns over 
individual safety and the safety of 
those they live with has complicated 

the decision of which mode of 
instruction they would prefer.

Lauren Boening, a third grade 
teacher at Morris Grove Elementary 
School, said she is concerned for 
teachers who may have to adjust to 
essential, in-person work.

“I understand that we’re not only 
ones being put in that position...,” 
Boening said. “But it is different in that 
we do have an option that’s safer that 
we could choose to continue doing.”

Nash said that while the district is 
looking forward to the possibility of a 
hybrid spring semester, it ultimately 
remains at the mercy of how the 
pandemic progresses.

“At the end of the day, we’ve got to 
make the decision that keeps people 
safe,” Nash said. “And I know some 
folks get upset about that, but we 
just can’t risk it.”
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“I was super upset about 
it because I just kept 
thinking about all that we 
were losing.” 
Metra Sheshbaradaran
UNC senior


