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North Carolina’s election is not yet finished
By Sonia Rao

City and State Editor

Election Day is over, which means 
all ballots in North Carolina have 
officially been cast. But they’re not 
quite done being counted.

Here’s what this means for the 
next few days. 

Where do races stand? 

Gov. Roy Cooper has declared 
victory over Dan Forest, winning by 
4.42 percent, according to unofficial 
results. 

But many other races down the 
ballot are too close to call, according to 
unofficial results from the N.C. Board 
of Elections. 

President Donald Trump has a 
slight lead of 1.41 percent over former 
Vice President Joe Biden in North 
Carolina, but there are only 76,701 
votes separating them. 

U.S. Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., has 
a lead of 1.79 percent over Democrat 
Cal Cunningham, separated by 
96,707 votes. 

Several Council of State races, 
such as the race for attorney general, 
auditor and commissioner of labor, are 
also very close, separated by less than 
100,000 votes. 

In the race for N.C. Supreme Court 
chief justice, Republican incumbent 
Paul Newby leads over Democrat 
Cheri Beasley by 0.08 percent, another 
race that could change as more ballots 
are counted. 

Why haven’t all ballots 
in North Carolina been 
counted yet? 

There are approximately 117,000 
outstanding absentee ballots in the 
state. This means there are 117,000 
voters who requested an absentee 

ballot and did not return it, although 
the number does not account for 
voters who chose to vote in person on 
Election Day. 

These votes have yet to be counted. 
In North Carolina, absentee ballots 
postmarked by Nov. 3 will be accepted 
by the State Board of Elections until 
Nov. 12. 

When will we know the 
results of these outstanding 
absentee ballots? 

Jason Roberts, a UNC political 
science professor and member of the 
Orange County Board of Elections, 
said most counties won’t count these 
outstanding absentee ballots until 
Nov. 12 or 13, right before county 
boards of elections certify results. 

Karen Brinson Bell, executive 
director of the State Board of Elections, 
said at a Wednesday press conference 

this means the state’s unofficial results 
most likely won’t change until Nov. 12. 
Therefore, North Carolinians likely 
won’t know who won close races, such 

as the presidential race or the U.S. 
Senate race, until then.

city@dailytarheel.com

DTH/ABIGAIL PITTMAN
A member of the crowd at Lt. Gov. Dan Forest’s election night watch 
party wears a Trump 2020 hat on Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2020.

UNC organizations create resources to 
help students with election anxiety

DTH/CYNTHIA LIU
Junior Kate Parker watches the election from her couch late on Nov. 3, 2020. 

By Cameron Myers Milne and 
Raymond Pang

Staff Writers

The first  t ime voting in a 
presidential election has created a 
source of stress, on top of finals and 
schoolwork, for many students. For 
those experiencing anxiety, University 

organizations created election-related 
events and resources.

Mason Pack, a senior physics major, 
said because the election closely 
coincides with finals season, the stress 
of following politics and continuing to 
do schoolwork is only amplified. 

“You feel like you’re taking a 
beating and haven’t gotten a break 

and the culmination of the semester 
and the election — it’s a big collision 
of events,” Pack said. 

Jack Gartland, a first-year public 
policy major, said they are concerned 
about the fate of human and civil 
rights this election, especially given 
the longstanding attacks that Black 
and queer communities face.

“As a queer person in America, 
really existing in 2020 is kind of 
dangerous,” Gartland said. “All I 
want to do is be able to love who 
I want and construct my gender 
identity in the way that I want to.”

While Gartland said the local 
political wins in their district were 
disappointing, they remain hopeful 
because of victories from candidates 
like Cori Bush, the first Black woman 
to represent Missouri in Congress, 
and Sarah McBride, the country’s first 
openly transgender state senator.

Resources available for students

To process election anxiety, 

UNC updates fan, ticket 
policies for basketball

By PJ Morales
Senior Writer

Fan capacity will be reduced for 
the upcoming 2020-21 men’s and 
women’s basketball seasons in light of 
the continuing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the UNC athletics department said 
in new guidelines released Thursday. 

UNC Director of Athletics Bubba 
Cunningham and Rams Club 
Executive Director John Montgomery 
said in the release that fan capacity 
at the Dean E. Smith Center and 
Carmichael Arena will be reduced, 
with the department still awaiting 
an update from state government 
regarding specific seating capacities.

Although the state of North 
Carolina allows for seven percent 
capacity in outdoor venues with 
a seating capacity of over 10,000 
people, its Phase 3 guidelines do 
not mention large indoor venues, 
with the current restriction on mass 
indoor gatherings allowing only 25 
people in the same place.

“ S i m i l a r  t o  o u r  f o o t b a l l 
procedures, our first priority will be 
allowing family members of student-

athletes and coaches into our arenas,” 
the press release said.

The press release also said there 
will be no season tickets available 
for purchase this season. Due to the 
accommodations necessary to ensure 
proper social distancing, all basketball 
tickets for the 2020-2021 season will 
be issued through an online request 
system. The Rams Club will still have 
priority access to games and seating 
assignments, but a member’s choice to 
not purchase individual game tickets 
this season will not affect their season 
ticket priority for the 2021-22 season.

There will also be no physical 
tickets for basketball games, with all 
ticketing moving to a digital platform 
to help with contact-free entry, as well 
as to expedite the distribution process.

“We are disappointed that we 
may not be able to see all of you at 
the Smith Center and Carmichael 
Arena,” the press release said, “but 
the health and safety of our student-
athletes, coaches and you — our 
dedicated Carolina community — 
remains our top priority.”

sports@dailytarheel.com

Is outdoor seating 
accessible to all?

Increases in outdoor seating on Franklin 
Street raises concerns about its compliance 

with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

By Emma Kenfield
Senior Writer

An increase in outdoor seating options on Franklin 
Street in response to COVID-19 social distancing 
requirements could pose potential problems for the 
disabled community. 

As the pandemic presses on, local businesses and 
restaurants have had to get creative to stay afloat since 
restaurants in the state are limited to a 50 percent 
capacity. Many have chosen to extend seating outdoors 
to bring in more business. 

Over the summer, the Town of Chapel Hill extended 
the sidewalk onto the street, blocking off traffic for a 

temporary walkway, which leaves space on the sidewalk 
for the addition of outdoor seating. 

Sarah Gilles, a chairperson of the Disability 
Advocates Committee of the Campus Y, said the push 
for outdoor seating is good for business, but could 

SEE DISABILITY SEATING, PAGE 2

SEE ANXIETY, PAGE 7
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North Carolina sees record turnout 

DTH/CHRIS OCANA
A student at UNC-Chapel Hill writes down their information in order to vote in 
the 2020 general election on Nov. 3, 2020 at the Stone Center polling location.

By Michael Taffe
Data Editor

North Carolina’s 2020 election 
saw record turnout, due in part to 
increased voting accommodations for 
the COVID-19 pandemic. But while a 
larger portion of the electorate voted in 
2020, fewer voters self-identified their 
race or political party. 

North Carolinians have tabulated 
over 700,000 more ballots than were 
cast in 2016 as of 5 p.m., Wednesday. 
Karen Brinson Bell, executive director 
of the North Carolina State Board 
of Elections, predicted that North 
Carolina’s final vote total would 
be higher than 5 million at a press 
conference on Wednesday. 

“What we want everyone to 
understand is that 2020 may have 
been an unprecedented year but the 
conduct of elections did not change in 
2020, except for the added precautions 
for COVID,” she said. 

Brinson Bell said results won’t be 
finalized until county certification on 
Nov. 13.

Comparing to 2016

Voting trends by race have 
become more unclear in North 
Carolina since 2016. Michael Bitzer, 
professor of politics and history at 
Catawba College, said this is at least 
in part because the data is becoming 
more incomplete. 

“We’ve got a lot more voters who 
have not indicated their race or 
ethnicity,” Bitzer said.  

In 2016, 69.36 percent of voters 
identified as white, 22.19 percent 
identified as Black and 3.37 percent 

chose not to identify a race. 
But in 2020, significantly more 

voters chose not to identify their 
race. Results as of 5 p.m. Wednesday 
indicated that 63.78 percent identified 
as white, 20.61 percent identified as 
Black and 10.09 percent chose not to 
identify their race. 

Andy Jackson, elections policy 
analyst at the Civitas Institute, said 
this phenomenon is more common in 
urban areas.

Bitzer also said more voters are 
choosing to be unaffiliated.

“Unaffiliateds — and we don’t 
always know how they’re naturally 
inclined to vote — are up,” Bitzer said.

The top of the ticket races showed 
a shift towards Democrats in North 
Carolina compared to 2016. 

Incumbent Gov. Roy Cooper, a 
Democrat, was reelected by 4.42 
percentage points according to 
unofficial results.  In contrast, he 
was elected by a margin of just 0.22 
percent in 2016. 

And while President Donald 
Trump carried North Carolina by 
3.66 percentage points in 2016, 
his current margin has him just 
1.41 percentage points ahead of 
Democratic nominee Joe Biden, 
according to unofficial results. 

Bob Phillips, executive director of 
Common Cause N.C., said one of the 
most encouraging trends has been the 
increase in youth voter turnout. 

“The policies and the laws that 
are passed are ultimately connected  
to higher turnout and where you 
have communities with higher 
turnout you have better functioning 
communities because they are 
getting the amenities that other 

communities that are under voting 
are not,” he said. 

Looking ahead

One of the most salient differences 
compared to the 2016 was that 
far more North Carolinians chose 
to vote early in 2020. While 66 
percent voted early and absentee in 
2016, 83.8 percent voted early and 
absentee in 2020. 

Phillips said he believes North 
Carolina has administered the 
2020 election well, especially given 
the circumstances.

He said efforts by election 
administrators led to the record 
turnout for the 2020 election. 

“I think, by and large, North 
Carolina has done remarkably well 

at accommodating voters for the 
challenges we’re facing, whether it’s 
COVID or just the enthusiasm of this 
presidential election,” he said. 

Jackson said that increased 
enthusiasm contributed to increases in 
turnout, but that the changes to voting 
accommodations made available for 
2020 will likely not be present for 
elections going forward. 

“Funding to  accommodate 
increased mail-in and early voting was 
specific to 2020,” he said. “So we likely 
will not be seeing the same policies 
after the COVID-19 pandemic.”

Phillips said there is more work to 
be done to expand voting rights for 
future elections. 

@michaeljtaffe
city@dailytarheel.com

Tuition increase for nonresidents moves to review
By Claire Tynan

Staff Writer

UNC’s Tuition and Fee Advisory 
Task Force met Wednesday afternoon 
to discuss proposals regarding a 
student fee increase, a school-based 
tuition increase and a campus-based 
tuition increase.

What’s new?

• Members discussed a request to 
increase the student health fee by $10. 
The fee increase would help support 
the multicultural health program, and 
the request for it comes with significant 
student support, Nate Knuffman, the 

interim vice chancellor for finance and 
operations at UNC, said.

• The committee also discussed 
the law school proposal to increase 
tuition for nonresident J.D. students 
by 6.5 percent, from $38,287 in the 
2020-21 academic year to $40,787 
for the 2021-22 academic year. The 
committee approved this proposal.

• The bulk of the meeting’s discussion 
related to the proposed campus-based 
tuition increase for nonresident 
undergraduate and graduate students. 

• Jacob Newton, treasurer of the 
Graduate and Professional Student 
Federation, said COVID-19 has 
changed students’ abilities to pay for 
school. He recommended a tuition 

increase of two percent or lower.
• Knuffman said the University 

relies on funds from appropriation 
a n d  t u i t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e 
educational mission. 

• “And we know the appropriation 
outlook is constrained and it’s likely 
constrained for some time as we look 
to the future,” he said.

• Jennifer Gerz-Escandón, an 
associate dean at the graduate school, 
said program excellence requires 
resources and tuition needs to be 
increased to remain competitive with 
UNC’s peers.

• After Newton moved to propose 
a two percent tuition increase for 
nonresident undergraduate and 

nonresident graduate students, the 
committee voted in favor of the motion.

What happens next?

• The Student Fee Advisory 
Subcommittee will review the 
recommendations.

• The senior leadership at the 
University will then review the 
recommendations and present them to 
the Board of Trustees, Knuffman said. 

• The proposals will be extended 
to the UNC System office and the 
Board of Governors will review them 
from January through March.

university@dailytarheel.com

shift accessibility standards to the 
back burner. 

“I think they decided that the 
prevailing interest of keeping 
a  restaurant  open was more 
important,” she said. “I wouldn’t say 
that they didn’t consider it. I think 
they didn’t make it a priority.”

Four Corners Grille, located 
on the corner of Franklin and 
Henderson streets beside Ye Olde 
Waffle Shop, recently constructed a 
deck in front of the restaurant for 
outdoor seating. It opened to the 
public at the end of September. 

The deck extends out from the 
storefront,  almost completely 
blocking the original sidewalk. In 
order to comply with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act accessibility 
standards, a small yellow ramp was 
added to the curb to allow disabled 
persons to enter the walkway along 
the street when passing through.

Dalvin Tsay, a doctoral student 
at UNC, uses a smaller wheelchair 
with balancing rails. He has used 
the ramp before, but he said it is 
very difficult to scale and would 
be impossible for someone with a 
larger wheelchair. 

“It’s not a gradual slope down 
to the street,” he said. “So I would 
actually have to brace myself with 
my feet as I near the ramp. And then 

when my chair comes at an angle, 
but I’m on the ramp, I use my seat to 
brace myself so I don’t go face-first 
into the pavement.”

Four Corners owner Kristian 
Bawcom said due to the topography 
of the sidewalk, constructing a deck 
was the only option. 

“There’s almost a 2-foot drop from 
the time you walk out our front door 
till you get towards where the end 
of the deck is, which is the space we 
had to utilize,” he said. “So it’s pretty 
much impossible to go ahead and 
put tables and chairs down there 
and keep them even comfortable for 
people to sit at.”

According to the Town’s approved 
plans, the deck also includes an ADA 
accessible table with a handicap 
sticker identifying it. 

But Gilles said she worries these 
measures aren’t enough. She said 
the yellow ramp into the street is too 
narrow, and there isn’t an easy exit 
route for disabled persons dining on 
the deck.

She said she wishes the Town 
gave that more thought in the 
approval process.

“Nobody was like, ‘Is this actually 
like accessible?’” she said. “Or, ‘Are 
we inconveniencing people who 
would like to use the sidewalk?’ 
Maybe using the sidewalk is a 
bigger priority.” 

Tsay said he used to frequent 
Linda’s and Bonchon, but since the 

sidewalk is blocked and the ramp 
poses difficulties for him, he doesn’t 
go very often anymore.

Chelsea Laws, director of building 
and development services for the 
Town of Chapel Hill, worked with 
Four Corners in the approval process. 
She said she worked with the public 
works department to assure that 
ramps were effectively put in place.

“We do take a very close look at 
the requirements for accessibility 
and make sure that people can get 
in and out of all the businesses in, 
around and through the sidewalk,” 
she said, “and that the minimum of 
5 feet is available at all times.”

Four Corners isn’ t the only 
restaurant trying to balance all these 
different priorities.

Sup Dogs had outdoor seating 
prior to the pandemic but has since 
added more tables out into the 
sidewalk. One particular table lies 
in the center of the walkway. 

Sara Pequeño, a server and 
bartender at  Sup Dogs since 
2016, said the spacing between 
their seating complies with ADA 
regulations, and the walkway on the 
pavement is acceptable. She said 
she notices that people aren’t using 
the walkway, though, which means 
accessibility is made more difficult 
for people in wheelchairs.

“For pedestrian traffic, people are 
still really using and relying heavily 
on the sidewalks on Franklin Street,” 

she said. “Trying to maneuver around 
these tables that have popped up, 
as well as physical bodies that are 
moving, in the middle of a pandemic, 
when college students on Franklin 
Street haven’t exactly been the best 
about wearing masks — it’s not really 
great in practice.”

Tsay said he can manage dodging 
these tables with his smaller 
wheelchair but has witnessed people 
using power wheelchairs struggle to 
get in and out. 

“The power wheelchairs tend to 
be bulkier. They don’t turn corners 
quite as tightly,” he said. “So, in those 
situations, I’ve seen either they have 
to wait for people to move out of that 
little outdoor dining area, so they can 
get in, or people would have to wait 
for them to get out first before they 
can move into that general area.”

Gilles said although she agrees 
outdoor seating is a smart option 
for business and COVID-19 safety, 
it’s still important for the Town to 
maintain its commitment to the 
disabled community.

“Disabled people don’ t  just 
stop existing during COVID,” she 
said. “They continue to exist and 
continue to need to use sidewalks 
and roads and occasionally get 
food, even if it’s dangerous to go 
out and do things.”

@emmaakenfield
city@dailytarheel.com
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After Tuesday, North Carolina is seeing red
State politics are as divided as ever — but we must keep up the fight.

As most of the country is zeroed in 
on the results of the presidential 
election, let’s not forget the races 

closer to home.
There was a lot on the ballot on Tuesday. 

In addition to president, North Carolinians 
cast their votes for a slew of state officials 
this year — including governor, U.S. Senate, 
Council of State races and the North 
Carolina General Assembly. 

In the weeks leading up to Election Day, 
the polls looked promising. But ultimately, the 
outcome wasn’t as blue as many had hoped — 
in fact, it was pretty much the opposite. 

With Republicans winning a significant 
number of down-ballot races, it appears 
North Carolina politics will be as divided as 
ever, with several more years of gridlock sure 
to come. 

As the Charlotte Observer and Raleigh 
News & Observer editorial board wrote, 
“North Carolina didn’t get a blue wave. It got 
a red reminder.”

Sen. Thom Tillis is poised to win his 
reelection race, weakening Democrats’ chances 
of flipping the U.S. Senate. Meanwhile, 
unofficial results show Republicans leading 
in six of the 10 Council of State seats, as well 
as nearly all of the judicial seats.

There wasn’t much good news in the state 
legislature, either. After breaking the veto-
proof supermajority in 2018, Democrats 
hoped to pick up some more seats in the N.C. 
General Assembly in 2020. 

While Democrats will add one member to 
the N.C. Senate, according to unofficial results, 
the GOP majority in the House is expected to 
increase by four.

The stakes were high this year. With these 
majorities, Republicans will be able to redraw 
congressional and legislative districts for the 
next decade based on new data from the 
2020 census.

It may not be the result that many of us 
hoped for — but it’s not a total loss, either. 
Margins in both chambers still fall short 
of a veto-proof supermajority. And with 
Gov. Roy Cooper emerging victorious in his 
reelection campaign, future legislation will 

UNC fails big on 
pass/fail

EDITORIAL

As  t h e  s t u d e n t  b o d y 
grapples with the stress 
of the 2020 election — 

as well as the prolonged effects 
of a worsening pandemic — the 
administration has, to no one’s 
surprise, fallen woefully short in 
supporting them. 

In  Augus t ,  the  Univers i ty 
announced it would extend the 
pass/fail grading accommodation 
for the fall semester — but with an 
ugly catch. 

Under the policy, students must 
decide whether or not to declare 
their courses pass/fail by Nov. 17, 
the last day of class, which is before 
students take exams and receive 
their final course grades. 

Students are rightfully frustrated 
with the policy, which is notably 
less generous than the one offered 
in the spring. 

Recently, a petition circulating on 
social media has called on the UNC 
administration to push back the 

pass/fail deadline. So far, the petition 
has received signatures from more 
than 6,000 people. 

The petition cited an article 
from WRAL’s Laura Leslie, which 
reported a sharp increase in the 
mental health needs of UNC-
Chapel Hill students — particularly 
Black students. 

Unfortunately, UNC does not 
seem to be budging on the issue. The 
Commission for Campus Equality 
& Student Equity took to Twitter 
Wednesday to share that, despite the 
petition, they were told the pass/fail 
deadline would not be extended to 
after finals. 

“We are disappointed and tired,” 
the commission tweeted. “UNC 
continues to mimic the current 
leadership of our nation and inequity 
and racism continues to prevail 
within our University’s policies even 
during a pandemic.” 

The stress and anxiety of current 
events have not faded. In fact, for most 
students, the pressures associated with 
the COVID-19 pandemic, presidential 
election and economic recession have 
only grown with time. 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  
Columns, cartoons and letters do not 
necessarily represent the opinions 
of The Daily Tar Heel or its staff.  
Editorials reflect the opinions of The 
Daily Tar Heel editorial board, which 
comprises 17 board members, the 
opinion assistant editor and editor 
and the editor-in-chief.

likely require at least some degree of 
bipartisan support. 

Despite all of the bad, however, there 
was still some good news. 

Democrats picked up two seats in 
Congress, giving them five of North 
Carolina’s 13 seats in the House, The 
Associated Press declared. Notably, 
both wins occurred in districts that 
were redrawn last year in response to a 
gerrymandering lawsuit.

North Carolina saw record voter 
turnout, particularly among college 
students — youth turnout in early and 
mail-in voting more than doubled 
compared to 2016. 

And Ricky Hurtado, an instructor at 
UNC and former Morehead-Cain scholar, 

is making history. He’s likely to become 
the only Latinx member of the N.C. House 
of Representatives. 

It’s hard to believe this is a state 
that voted for former President Barack 
Obama in 2008. But North Carolina 
has a sordid history of voter suppression 
that continues to this day, through 
disinformation, voter intimidation and 
barriers to voting — disproportionately 
targeting minority voters, who typically 
vote blue. 

Although we cannot change the 
outcome, it doesn’t mean there is nothing 
left to be done. It may make our work 
harder, but it does not make it impossible. 

So, please, don’t let this election be the 
extent of your efforts — instead, it should 

be the beginning. 
Remember, we still have a lot to 

fight for: COVID-19 and the economy, 
Medicaid expansion, teacher pay, fair 
redistricting, racial justice. We can’t 
afford to wait another four years, or 
even two. 

I t ’s  O K  t o  b e  d i s a p p o i n t e d . 
Devastated, even. Feel what you need 
to feel, for as long as you need to feel 
it. And when you’re ready, get back in 
the fight. 

Keep organizing, protesting, fighting — 
our issues require a solution much bigger 
than electoral politics. 

@dthopinion
opinion@dailytarheel.com

DTH/YATES MCCONNELL
A cardboard cutout of President Donald Trump is propped up on the podium during the NCGOP election night watch party on 
Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2020. 

The format of online classes 
hasn’t changed, and therefore, 
there is no reason why students 
would be better equipped to 
tackle schoolwork this semester 
than they were the last. So why 
are we not being given the same 
accommodations?

Forcing students to make the 
decision to pass/fail before final 
exams adds yet another level of 
stress to what has been an abysmal 
semester. In many classes, final 
exams account for 20 to 30 percent 
of the final grade — a huge factor 
we won’t be able to account for 
prior to the deadline. 

It’s yet another reminder of the 
University’s refusal to acknowledge 
— let alone care about — the very 
real hardships students are facing 
right now. An unprecedented 
semester calls for unprecedented 
actions, and we should not be held 
to the same standards. 

Perhaps it ’s naive of us to 
expect better from the University, 
but we do. The bar is constantly 
being lowered, yet we still find 
ourselves disappointed almost 
every single time. 

When it comes to compassion 
and support for its students, UNC 
does not pass — it fails. Big time.

@dthopinion
opinion@dailytarheel.com

CARTOON

Interested in writing a letter to the editor or submitting an 
op-ed?
We want to hear from you!
Limit submissions to 500 words. 

Email: opinion@dailytarheel.com

TATE GODWIN

By refusing to extend the 
pass/fail deadline, UNC 

disappoints... again.
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DTH/ANGELINA KATSANIS
Ruth Confer, a P2P driver, opens up the wheelchair ramp on her car on Monday, Nov. 2, 2020. 

By Hannah Rosenberger and 
Lauren McCarthy

Staff Writers

The same day that the Employee 
Forum released a report urging 
UNC administrators to address 
the concerns and frustrations 
of employees due to COVID-19, 
the University released a video 
thanking its employees for Employee 
Appreciation Day on Oct. 28.

S o m e  c a l l e d  i t  a  t i m e l y 
coincidence. Others called it another 
instance of “toxic positivity.”

The report highlighted the effects 
that COVID-19 has had on employees 
and provided recommendations for 
campus leadership to address some of 
these concerns. 

“Just as students are having their 
challenges, and just as faculty are 
having their challenges, staff are 
having their challenges as well, and 
they cannot be minimized,” Shayna 
Hill, chairperson of the Employee 
Forum, said.  

Results of the report

The report was compiled based 
on an open-ended survey conducted 
between Aug. 25 and Sept. 9. The 
survey was emailed to all UNC 
employees and received about 330 
responses from faculty, staff and 
graduate workers. 

Jen DeNeal, a delegate of the 
Employee Forum and one of the writers 
of the report, said examples of already-
received feedback were included in the 
survey email, which may or may not 
have affected responses.

In the survey, many employees 
shared that they wanted to see 
increased transparency, additional 
c o m p e n s a t i o n  a n d  g r e a t e r 

protections for vulnerable staff 
members from the administration 
— especially given the uncertainty 
and unknowns that started the year.

DeNeal said despite the challenges 
of this semester, many staff members 
responded with sentiments about their 
pride in the hard work they have been 
doing throughout the pandemic. 

“People need to be recognized for 
the incredible work that they were 
doing and continue to do,” Hill said. 

Some of this work includes 
addit ional  COVID -19-related 
responsibilities, on top of normal 
expectations for everyday workloads.

“We’re doing all the grading, we’re 
working with students and now we’re 
having to wear a lot more hats than 
just teachers,” Miranda Elston, an 
art history doctoral candidate and a 
member of the N.C. Workers Union 
UE Local 150, said. 

To help address some of these 
issues, the report recommended 
measures such as a transparent 
meeting with staff  about the 
University’s budget, appropriate 
compensation for staff workers and 
clear communications targeted to 
specific staff concerns. 

Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz said 
in a statement that he was grateful 
for the feedback the Employee 
Forum provided in the report.

‘Toxic positivity’

One other key recommendation was 
centered directly around the actions of 
the administration in regards to “toxic 
positivity.” The Employee Forum called 
for the University to be more upfront 
and honest with its communication 
about COVID-19 instead of being 
relentlessly positive. 

On the day the Employee Forum 

released the report, the University 
posted a video thanking employees for 
their hard work in honor of Employee 
Appreciation Day. In response, history 
professor William Sturkey tweeted, 
“You just can’t make this stuff up.”

“I hope you will watch the video 
above and feel the heartfelt thanks and 
gratitude expressed by leaders across 
campus,” Guskiewicz said in a message 
to faculty and staff on Oct. 28. 

P h i l i p  Ho l l i n g s w o r t h ,  a n 
administrative support specialist, 
said he believes the video’s release 
was poorly timed, but was indicative 
of the administration’s tone-deafness 
to employee concerns.

Ben Fortun, a graduate student 
and teaching assistant, said he 
agreed the video was ineffective and 
did not properly address the issues 
presented by the report. 

“The toxic positivity is an attempt 
to make it look like the University is 
addressing the various grievances that 

different groups have, but it’s actually a 
therapeutic process for themselves to 
make it seem like they’re addressing 
the issues,” he said. “I see it as a giant 
smoke and mirrors.”

Hill said while it is important to 
address, not minimize, the struggles of 
employees, the public doesn’t always 
see everything that the administration 
does behind the scenes to deal with 
problems like this.

“It’s easy to make the assumption 
that here’s a pretty video and nothing 
is happening behind the scenes,” she 
said. “What the public sees, and what 
is often going on in the background 
are two different things. There’s a ton 
of work being done behind the scenes, 
a ton of work that a lot of people don’t 
see. It needs to continue.”

Joel Curran, vice chancellor for 
University communications, said 
in a statement that Guskiewicz 
has been listening to the concerns 
of students, faculty, staff and 

community members to guide the 
University’s steps. 

“Cautious optimism has always been 
part of our Carolina culture,” Curran 
said in the statement. “The Chancellor 
knows our campus expects us to 
confront the many unique challenges 
brought about by the pandemic while 
delivering on our mission through 
hard work, boundless determination 
and a passionate enthusiasm to solve 
these problems.” 

Both Fortun and Hollingsworth 
said this video is not the first instance 
of toxic positivity demonstrated by 
the University. 

Hollingsworth said to combat 
toxic positivity, the University should 
look to the Employee Forum report 
— and actually address the concerns. 

“People need to feed their families 
every day, not just on Employee 
Appreciation Day,” he said. 

university@dailytarheel.com

‘Smoke and mirrors’: Report 
calls out ‘toxic positivity’
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State elections board requests removal of BLM flags

DTH/TARYN REVOIR
The NCBOE threatened Carrboro Town Hall about being a future polling 
location if they keep up their Black Lives Matter flags, but the flags are still flying.

By Alexandra Myers
Staff Writer

The Town of Carrboro kept Black 
Lives Matter flags in place at one of its 
early voting locations after being asked 
to take them down by the N.C. State 
Board of Elections due to complaints 
of partisanship. 

Carrboro  Communicat ions 
Manager Catherine Lazorko said in an 
email that the Carrboro Town Council 
received a letter on Oct. 28 from the 
NCSBE, requesting the Town remove 
Black Lives Matter flags at the front of 
Carrboro Town Hall for the remainder 
of the early voting period. 

The letter from NCSBE Executive 
Director Karen Brinson Bell said 
the board heard from the General 
Counsel for the Republican Party 
about complaints, as the flags could 
be interpreted as an endorsement for 
a particular movement. 

“While these flags may be a 
supported symbol of the Town of 

Carrboro, the one-stop early voting 
site is open to any Orange County 
voter and therefore the site must 
provide the opportunity for all voters 
to exercise their right to vote without 
intimidation or hindrance,” Bell said in 
the letter. 

The board requested the flags be 
removed for the remainder of the early 
voting period, as the Town Hall served 
as an early voting location. Lazorko 
said the Carrboro Town Council 
decided to keep the flags up after 
consulting with the Town attorney.

Carrboro resident and former Board 
of Aldermen member Bethany Chaney 
said she couldn’t speculate on the 
NCSBE’s reasoning for its request to 
remove the flags. But she said in effect, 
it shifted attention and complaints to 
the Town instead of interpreting and 
applying the current law as written 
and accepting responsibility.

She said if the Board wants to 
reinterpret the law about partisan 
electioneering in regard to Black 

Lives Matter flags, then the law should 
also apply to the Alamance County 
Confederate Monument in front of the 
county courthouse in Graham. 

 “BLM flags, in contrast, are a 
positive assertion of humanity, which 
should have no political bounds and 
which, frankly, should be espoused 
and defended by every member of our 
state Board of Elections,” Chaney said.

Rachel Raper, director of elections 
for Orange County, said North 
Carolina voting locations have a buffer 
zone 50 feet from their entrance in 
which no campaigning material is 
allowed. This means no signage that 
would endorse or oppose a candidate 
or political party. 

“The executive director is saying 
that we’ve had enough complaints 
where these flags represent a 
movement,  and so that ’s  why 
they’re asking that the flags be 
removed for the duration of the 
election,” Raper said.

Carrboro Mayor Lydia Lavelle said 

in a Nov. 4 statement that the Town 
chose to keep the flags up because 
they acknowledge and oppose 

systematic racism. 

city@dailytarheel.com

County Arts Commission inducts new faces to advisory board
By Macon Porterfield

Staff Writer

T h e  O r a n g e  C o u n t y  A r t s 
Commission inducted two new 
advisory board members last month, 
UNC senior Matthew Keith and 
photographer Sean T. Bailey.

T h e  O r a n g e  C o u n t y  A r t s 
Commission is a countywide arts 
agency that helps support the 
nonprofit arts organizations and 
artists in Orange County through 
grants, promotions and support.

Keith was inducted to serve as 
the board’s UNC liaison, a role 
granted to a UNC senior annually. 
OCAC Director Katie Murray said 
the role was created three years 

ago in order for the OCAC board 
to have the perspective of a UNC 
student, as the campus is one of the 
main sources of artistic culture in 
the area.

Murray said the role allows for 
the board to know what is going 
on with the arts on UNC’s campus 
and also provides a voice for the 
University’s students.

“ T he posi t ion of  the  UNC 
student liaison was created to kind 
of bridge the gap between the two 
and make the community a lot 
more aware of what was going on 
at UNC,” Keith said.

From screenplays to musicals, 
senior Morehead-Cain scholar Keith 
has found passion in storytelling 

through artistic mediums. After 
being immersed in the UNC arts 
culture for three years, Keith said 
he is excited to expand his view of 
art with his new position. 

“It has opened my eyes to a lot of 
both the current art in the community 
and the potentials for new artists and 
new artwork,” Keith said.

After hearing about the role from 
a friend in his voice studio, Keith 
said he was excited to be exposed to 
a wider community of arts. He said 
he not only has he been able to help 
the board expand its perspective, 
but he has already grown from the 
experience so far.

B a i l e y  i s  a  p h o t o g r a p h e r 
who has degrees in zoology and 

anthropology and a doctorate in 
genetics and molecular biology. 
With his background, he has used 
scientific angles to create his prints 
and photography.

Last spring, Bailey was given a 
grant by the OCAC for a project. 
He used the money for an exhibit 
that opened at the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic that focused 
on underrepresented individuals, 
specifically women of color. He 
said the work concentrated on 
sharing their stories of how they 
had experienced the sciences, 
as well as disparities within the 
biological sciences. 

Now, as a member of the advisory 
board, Bailey said it has been 

interesting seeing the variety of ways 
that artists are adapting.

“To see a piece of art, like you 
have to be in front of it to feel it 
sometimes,” Bailey said. So, just 
trying to figure these things out is 
challenging in this environment.

The advisory board continues to 
evolve alongside the community, 
through both its members and the 
way it supports the county. Artists 
everywhere are waiting for the 
world to return to normal.

“I’m just ready to be able to engage 
with people again in person, even if 
it’s with masks,” Bailey said. “You can 
tell a lot with someone’s eyes.”

arts@dailytarheel.com
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DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/MATHERLY COLLINS
As students chose which candidates to vote for, many considered the endorsements of celebrities and influencers.

By Taylor Molina 
Staff Writer

Social media exploded when 
20-year-old rapper Lil  Pump 
supported President Donald Trump 
on stage at a rally, raising the 

question of how much of an impact 
celebrity endorsements have on 
the presidential election, especially 
among young people.

There have been many celebrities 
showing their support for politicians 
this year, such as Beyoncé, Lady 

Gaga, Lil Pump and Ice Cube. 
D u r i n g  e l e c t i o n  s e a s o n , 

ce lebr i t ies  endorse  pol i t i ca l 
candidates, but the question is, how 
influential are the influencers?

Ashley Anderson,  assistant 
professor of political science at UNC, 

By Charlotte Geier
Staff Writer

An Alert Carolina message 
informed the campus community that 
an armed individual was near campus 
on Oct. 30. But the alert set off was the 
result of an individual’s leg brace being 
mistaken as a rifle by multiple people, 
UNC Police Chief David Perry said at 
a meeting Wednesday. 

The Campus Safety Commission 
d i s c u s s e d  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t 
University police’s response at its 
meeting. Committee members also 
addressed the reopening process 
for the spring semester.

What’s new?

• Perry presented on the necessity 
for transparency and campus 
updates, specifically in regard to the 
Alert Carolina message.

• On Oct. 30, UNC Police received 
multiple calls with concerns about an 
armed individual on campus. Perry 
said the person was actually wearing 
a leg brace near the Ambulatory Care 
Center that was mistaken for a rifle. 

• Perry also acknowledged the 
communication gap in using the 
term “ACC,” in abbreviation for the 
Ambulatory Care Center. 

• “Continuous improvement is our 
goal, and ‘ACC,’ those letters should 
not have been used, and we should 
have spelled out specifically what 
area,” Perry said. “I’ve lived through 
an active shooter event before when 
people were significantly harmed. I 
know how important being clear 
and concise is.”

• Chairperson Jim Herrington, 
a professor in the Department of 
Health Behavior, also said it is 
important for adults and authority 
on campus to understand that their 
experience with active shooter 
events may not trigger them as 
much as students who have lived 
through news of active shooters 
since childhood. 

• Perry also said campus police 
is working to safely prevent any 
unrest as a result of the election and 
its aftermath. Perry gave advice on 
how to handle unrest to campus 
community members.

• “Be aware of your surroundings, 

don’t be fearful, but be vigilant 
and immediately report behavior 
that anyone feels is threatening, 
intimidating or trying to incite 
someone,” Perry said. 

• Chairperson of the Faculty Mimi 
Chapman attended the meeting to 
debrief the commission on spring 
safety and bringing students back 
to campus.

• Chapman said the Campus & 
Community Advisory Committee 
has been talking with schools 
such as N.C. Central University 
to understand how a successful 
reopening can take place. She said 
she learned NCCU’s faculty had 
more involvement with students.

• “One thing I noticed was that 
there was a lot less distrust of the 
administration than there is on our 
campus,” Chapman said.

What’s next?

• Student commission member 
De’Ivyion Drew will be sharing 
information on police procedures 
and improving the safety within the 
next week.

DTH/HELEN MCGINNIS
The philosophy department, located at Caldwell Hall, pictured on Nov. 4 2020, 
launched a program to counteract social isolation during the pandemic.

By Kaitlyn Dang
Staff Writer

In the midst of a stressful year, 
the UNC philosophy department is 
offering new ways for people beyond 
the University to stay academically 
involved and think critically through 
its Philosophy Outreach Program. 

The initiatives the program offers 
include discussions with elementary 
schools, high schools and after-school 
programs. It also offers enrichment 
programs for correctional facilities, 
a public library philosophy speaker 
series and discussion groups in 
retirement facilities.

With the resources of the philosophy 
department and the Parr Center 
for Ethics, the Outreach Program 
is designed to help communities 
outside the University think clearly 
for themselves about a broad range of 
topics that impact their lives. 

Michael Vazquez is a professor and 
director of outreach for the philosophy 

department and the Parr Center for 
Ethics. He said the mission of the 
Outreach Program is to expand the 
scope of philosophical thinking by 
engaging community partners. 

“ We  a i m  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e 
University’s mission as a public 
university and as an institution 
that sort of promises to be a public 
good for the community for North 
Carolina, of kind of producing 
and disseminating knowledge that 
benefits society,” he said. 

Z Quanbeck is a doctoral student 
in the philosophy department 
and one of the volunteers for the 
Outreach Program’s retirement 
community initiative. 

He said one of his roles for this 
initiative is facilitating an open 
philosophical discussion among 
members of a retirement community 
about anything from free will to 
analyzing a philosophical paper.

“ T here’s  a  sense  in  which 
p h i l o s o p h y  i s  a n  a c t i v i t y 

that ’s done by academics and 
universities,” Quanbeck said. “But 
the philosophical questions that 
academics consider are the sorts that 
everybody needs to think about.”

Devin Lane is a doctoral student 
in the philosophy department who 
directs the philosophy speaker series, 
sponsored by local libraries.

“We can’t go in person, especially 
not with,  unfortunately,  how 
vulnerable prison populations are 
right now,” Lane said. “It’s just so 
difficult, but we still want to serve 
those communities.”

With the different initiatives 
that the Outreach Program offers, 
Vazquez, Quanbeck and Lane said 
they hope to take philosophical 
thinking further than an academic 
level. They hope to reach all parts of 
different communities that may not 
have the opportunity to access these 
ways of thinking.

university@dailytarheel.com

• The commission’s next meeting 
on Dec. 2 will be its last meeting 
before the campus reopens in 
January. The next meeting will 

revolve around the University 
reopening process. 

university@dailytarheel.com

DTH/CHARLOTTE GEIER
Members of the Campus Safety Commission hold a meeting over Zoom to 
discuss concerns about UNC Police’s response on Nov. 4, 2020.

said she believes celebrities can 
have an impact on certain groups, 
especially low-information voters. 
She gave Beyoncé as an example 
a high profile celebrity who could 
potentially influence voters. 

“If you didn’t know the candidates’ 
platforms very intimately, these types 
of high-profile cues could make 
you think, ‘Oh this person is rich 
enough to be well engaged in the 
system, maybe she knows more than 
I do, and so I’m going to trust her 
endorsement,’” Anderson said.  

Anderson said she thinks a 
voter’s likelihood to be influenced 
politically by celebrity endorsements 
is not based on age so much as their 
political interest and knowledge. 

“Beyoncé could come out tomorrow 
and say, ‘I support Donald Trump,’ 
and I would say, ‘Oh well she’s an 
idiot,’” Anderson said. “Like, I would 
not follow that endorsement because 
I know what my ideology is and what 
my life circumstances are, and that 
determines who I would vote for.” 

Political science professor Marc 
Hetherington said he is unsure 
how much endorsements have an 
impact on voters because celebrity 
endorsements are now expected. 

“I am interested in getting a sense 
of the surprise endorsements, among 
those who are really prominent hip 
hop celebrities, especially a guy like 
Ice Cube endorsing Donald Trump,” 
Hetherington said. 

Anderson said she thinks Trump 

is more likely to trust celebrities 
since he was a celebrity before 
becoming president. 

“Most of the celebrities that I 
have seen thus far are not terribly 
informed,” Anderson said. 

Laura W. Brill, director of The 
Civics Center, an organization that 
focuses on youth voter participation, 
said she believes celebrities are helpful 
in bringing attention to issues, but the 
conversation should go beyond just 
what celebrities are saying.

“We need to build a culture 
that involves civic engagement, 
including voting,” Brill said. 

Having young people involved could 
potentially decrease the influence 
of celebrities on them because they 
would have more information. 

“Especially in a general election 
where partisanship matters the most, 
younger people are going to be the 
folks who have less strong partisan 
connections,” Hetherington said. 

Anderson said she would take 
political cues from people who 
have similar lives to her rather 
than celebrities. 

“I would rather look at the people 
around me and find the most 
politically informed of those people 
and say, ‘Oh, this person has a life 
like mine and knows about politics, 
who are they going for and why?’” 
Anderson said. 

@ttaylormmolina
arts@dailytarheel.com

Celebrities aim to influence young voters

Commission discusses improving campus active shooter response

UNC Philosophy Outreach Program helps educate community
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Across
1 Persepolis ruins locale
5 Prickly plants
10 Former Supreme Court first name
14 iPod model
15 Garden nuisance
16 Protection org. since 1970
17 Lions in the city?
19 Slangy sweeties
20 Pulitzer-winning author Lurie
21 Spring
23 Conan’s network
24 Willamette River capital
25 Fish with experience?
27 UFO fliers, presumably
28 __ bath
30 Luke and Leia’s mother
31 Show-offs
35 Pats gently
36 Bees behind bars?
38 Inland Asian sea
40 Fixture in some no-parking zones
41 Starr man
43 One kept on a child at the pool
44 Hole goal
47 Whales on the run?
51 GE rival
53 “Alas!” prompter
54 Seafarers
55 USC athlete
56 Novel ending?
58 Wolves with a clean lair?
60 Miranda __ of “Homeland”

61 Dutch cheeses
62 Czech track legend Zátopek
63 Zen riddle
64 “Building a Mystery” singer 

McLachlan
65 Cook of comedy

Down
1 If
2 Scold harshly
3 Wile E. Coyote weapons
4 White __
5 Bo’s’n boss
6 Loan fig.
7 Put on ice
8 Helped through a tough time, with 

“over”
9 Brainstorming session output
10 Director Reiner
11 Paper with Money and Life 

sections
12 Awesome, slangily
13 Bothers
18 Public town park
22 Narc’s find
25 “Funny thing is ... “
26 “I __ thought of that”
29 Home to the Ogden Raptors of 

MiLB
31 Hägar the Horrible’s wife
32 Med. condition with repetitive 

behavior
33 Hurt in a ring
34 Take out, as a vampire
36 Italian bacon
37 Like difficult push-ups
38 “Do you and I need to clear the 

air?”
39 Dish with arborio rice
42 Withdraw, with “out”
44 __ party
45 Aleve rival
46 Really get to
48 Wasp nest sites
49 Red-carpet brand
50 NBA great Robertson nicknamed 

“The Big O”
52 Minibike kin
55 Derriere
57 Long time to wait, facetiously
59 Thurman in films

© 2015 The Mepham Group. All rights reserved.

The LA Times
Crossword Puzzle

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 7 — Romantic plans 
could get delayed or blocked. Handle 
practical matters. Avoid provoking 
jealousies, misunderstandings or 
controversy. Ignore rumors or gossip. 
Relax after managing what’s needed.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is an 8 — Focus on 
household matters. Make repairs 
and handle breakdowns. Do what 
needs to be done to navigate a 
family challenge. Reward helpers 
with something delicious.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is an 8 — Don’t get distracted 
by a heckler. Focus on the job at 
hand. Don’t react without thinking. 
Consequences could last. Edit your 
words carefully. Get creative.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is a 7 — Others demand quick 
action. Confirm intuition with data. 
Handle financial responsibilities and 
avoid discussion. Stay practical and 
imagine holding the prize you seek.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 — You’re getting 
stronger. Advance a personal 
project quietly. Don’t believe 
everything you hear. Stay flexible 
with changes. If at first you don’t 
succeed, try again.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is a 7 — Step back from 
chaos, confusion or overstimulation. 
Find a quiet place for peaceful 
productivity. Let the controversies 
rage on without you. Rest and 
recharge.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is a 7 — Advance a team 
project without fuss or extra 
meetings. Distractions abound and 
tempers could get short. Avoid 
financial discussions. Keep a low 
profile.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is an 8 — Take care of 
business. Handle practical details 
to keep the ball in play. A test or 
challenge has your focus. Budget 
carefully. You’re gaining influence.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today is a 7 — Travel may seem 
inviting, yet roadblocks abound. 
Don’t throw your money around. 
Avoid confusion or hassle by 
planning carefully. Study your 
options. Find clever alternatives.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is a 7 — Focus on 
the job at hand. Anticipate 
resistance and avoid financial 
conversations. Misunderstandings 
arise easily. Manage obligations 
and responsibilities without 
antagonizing anyone.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Today is a 7 — The person 
yelling loudest isn’t always 
right. Determining blame misses 
the point. Focus on shared 
commitments, interests and love. 
Cool down and start over.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 7 — Prioritize health, 
vitality and wellness, despite 
challenges. Keep a low profile and 
avoid controversy. Focus on work, 
fitness and relaxation. Let stress go.

HOROSCOPES If November 6 is  
Your Birthday...

Fortune follows creative expression this year. Connect regularly for shared 
strength. Redirect collaborative efforts to new markets this winter, inspiring 
positive personal cash flow. Save for extra summer expenses, motivating you 
and your partner into lucrative action. Communication opens unexpected 
doors. Talk about what you love.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(C)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

  
                    Deadlines

Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication
Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days

prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252
DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarketplace

Direct
Support

Professional
We are currently 

recruiting for motivated 
and enthusiastic 

individuals to work 
with residents with 

developmental disabilities 
of all ages!

A great opportunity for 
psychology and social 
work students! Various 

shifts available including 
PT and FT.

Pay up to $11/hr.
For more information click 

thru to http://jobs.rsi-nc.org.

Help Wanted Help Wanted 
PART TIME JOB, LOCAL COMPANY. Durham company hiring for inside sales and marketing team to 
support a healthcare client. 3 hours/day Monday-Friday. Professional communication skills, tech-savvy, 
self-starter. College degree preferred. Work done remotely.  Send resume to acable@lincresources.com

Help Wanted Help Wanted 
MONARCH- COMMUNITY SPECIALIST Monarch is hiring Community Specialists! Are you interested in a 
$12 hourly rate to assist empowering individuals with IDD? Visit www.MonarchNC.org/careers and apply 
directly: R2893.

campus departments, organizations 
and commissions held events this 
week for students to talk about 
what’s on their minds.

Two of these events, titled “Anxiety 
and the Election” and “Concerns and 
Aspirations,” were offered on Monday 
and Wednesday by the Carolina Center 
for Public Service, Campus Y and the 
Office of Student Life & Leadership.

Ryan Nilsen, senior program officer 
for community engagement at CCPS, 
said these events were a way for 
students to discuss their experiences 
in a guided, structured fashion. 

There are more to come in the 
next two weeks.

The Commission on Campus 
Equality and Student Equity has 
been holding events on the history of 

race, the future of the justice system 
and combating racism. The next 
event is Friday.

UNC faculty have also joined 
together for a six-panel series, 
Post-Election 2020: Carolina Law 
and Politics Experts Answer Your 
Questions, to talk about legal and 
political matters surrounding the 
election. The next panel is set for 
Nov. 9.

Counseling and Psychological 
Services is hosting a drop-in support 
space on Nov. 11 for students to 
talk about their stress and anxiety 
surrounding the election, and share 
coping mechanisms and offer support.

Student groups can submit election-
related programs, resources or events 
to Election Carolina, the online hub 
for cross-campus events.

university@dailytarheel.com

ANXIETY
FROM PAGE 1

DTH/KIARA ALVARADO
UNC students react to to the election night news on  Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2020.
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SPORTSFRIDAY WEEKEND SCHEDULE
Friday: Field hockey ACC Semifinals vs. TBDFriday: Field hockey ACC Semifinals vs. TBD
Men’s soccer vs. DukeMen’s soccer vs. Duke
Saturday: Football vs. DukeSaturday: Football vs. Duke
Sunday: Field hockey ACC ChampionshipSunday: Field hockey ACC Championship  

Against BC, Shelton earns win 700

DTH/ABE LOVEN
UNC head coach Karen Shelton talks to her players during warmups before UNC plays Boston College in Karen 
Shelton Stadium Nov. 5, 2020. UNC won 4-0 in the first round of the ACC playoffs, securing Shelton’s 700th win.

By Ryan Heller
Senior Writer

UNC head coach Karen Shelton 
entered the 2020 season only eight 
wins away from tying Nancy Stevens 
at 700 for the most career wins in 
collegiate field hockey. She needed 
North Carolina (8-1, 3-1 ACC) to 
pull out the win against Boston 
College (0-3, 0-2 ACC) in the ACC 
Championship Quarterfinals. 

And that’s just what the Tar 
Heels did. 

Shelton was supposed to be 
crowned as field hockey’s winningest 
coach midway through a pandemic-
free regular season. She had a team 
full of returning talent, led by one 
of the nation’s premiere players 
with Erin Matson, that was riding a 
47-game win streak. 

But a dramatically shortened 
season and an unexpected defeat 
gave the 62-year-old head coach a 
chance to reach the milestone win 
in the stadium named after her, in a 
high-stakes conference tournament.

An already wild season threw 
another obstacle at the Tar Heels as 
they faced a Boston College team that 
had only played two games coming 
into Thursday’s matchup. The Tar 
Heels were unsure of what to expect 
from the Eagles, a team that was 
talented enough last year to face North 
Carolina in the final round of the 
ACC Tournament. This made it more 
difficult for UNC to plan for the game. 

“The film this morning was funny 
because we’ve only had two games to 
get film on them, so for pregame it 
was like, ‘We don’t really know what 
we’re going to do, so let’s just focus on 
ourselves,’” Matson said. “Luckily, we’re 
a team that focuses more on what we 
can do and what our strengths are.”

The Eagles were voted by ACC 
coaches to finish third in the conference 
coming into the season, but a positive 

COVID-19 test forced the program to 
cancel five games, including their Oct. 
25 match against North Carolina.

This was nearly the same team that, 
just one year ago, faced UNC in both 
the ACC Championship Title game and 
the NCAA Tournament Semifinals last 
year, so the Tar Heels were prepared for 
the fight Boston College gave them. 

“They played very well today,” 
Shelton said. “I thought they fought 
hard, they threw things at us, they 
played fast and tough and they gave 
us all kinds of fits so that was good. 
It made us better.”

North Carolina started the game 
strong, forcing four early corners. 
The constant pressure eventually 
gave sophomore Paityn Wirth a 
chance at goal within the first eight 
minutes of Thursday’s game that 
she capitalized on to give her team 
an early lead for her third score of 
the season. 

T h e  E a g l e s  r e s p o n d e d  b y 
g e n e r a t i n g  s e v e r a l  s c o r i n g 
opportunities en route to six shots 
in the first quarter, but they could 
not get the ball past senior goalie 
Amanda Hendry. The Tar Heels 
regained control after Wirth tallied 
her second goal of the game, 
knocking in a deflected ball on 
a penalty corner less than three 
minutes into the second quarter.

North Carolina used its strong 
first half play to cruise the rest of 
the way against the Eagles and earn 
Shelton’s historic victory. 

The team extended its lead to three 
when sophomore Madison Orobono 
notched her first career goal less than 
one minute before the end of the third 
quarter. Orobono found herself in a 
scoring position after Boston College 
goalkeeper Jonna Kennedy saved 
shots from North Carolina’s Katie 
Dixon and Hannah Griggs before 
Orobono capitalized on the rebound.

Matson capped off the game, 

firing the ball high into the net, 
for her team-leading 10th goal of 
the year after a penalty corner was 
blocked in the final three minutes 
of the game. When the whistle 
blew, the team celebrated, knowing 
what its coach had just achieved.  

“Going into the game we all 
knew about the win,”  Matson 
said. “Obviously she didn’t bring 
it up because she’s humble and 
everything. But we were really 
excited to get that for her.”

W h i l e  S h e l t o n  r e f u s e d  t o 
acknowledge it, focusing on the next 
match instead, her players made sure 
to cheer her achievement on in the 
post-game huddle. 

“She’s one of the best field hockey 
coaches in the country, if not the 
best, so I’m really happy for her,” 
Hendry said.

Shelton now looks to stand 
alone at the top of the all-time wins 
leaderboard with a victory in Friday’s 
semifinal match.

“When you have a milestone like 
this it means I’ve been here a long 
time,” Shelton said. “But it also gives 
me an opportunity to thank all the 
student-athletes that participated in 
those wins.”

sports@dailytarheel.com

Tar Heels golfers turn to amateur events

A UNC men’s golf player Austin 
Greaser swings in a game against 
Duke in 2019.

By Ike Bryant
Staff Writer

Most students at  UNC had 
their fall plans upended due to 
COVID-19, and the University’s 
athletes are no exception. Men’s 
and women’s golf, rowing, men’s 
and women’s tennis, men’s and 
women’s lacrosse, baseball and 
softball all had their respective 
fall events canceled. However, 
some members  o f  the  Nor th 
Carolina men’s golf team have 
played in amateur tournaments 
across the country. 

Austin Greaser, a sophomore 
from Vandalia, Ohio, not only 
competed in the Golf Club of 
Georgia Amateur Invitational on 

Oct. 26, but placed seventh among 
78 total competitors.

Greaser said he was disappointed 
with the lack of a fall season for the 
UNC golf teams, but appreciates 
the ability to compete in other 
individual events.

“I  miss  the  bus  r ides ,  the 
airport excursions and the whole 
nine yards, (that’s) really where 
you build a  lot  of  that  team 
camaraderie,” Greaser said.

Despite the absence of a team 
dynamic, Greaser said he was 
thankful for the individual nature 
of the sport allowing him to still 
compete with the ACC’s decision 
to move the collegiate season to 
the spring.

Dougie Ergood, a junior from 

Mount Laurel, New Jersey, said 
he was similarly frustrated about 
missing this season, and reminisced 
on his two prior seasons with the 
team. Ergood tied for 34th out of 
78 at the invitational.

“It ’s been difficult not being 
able to compete in tournaments,” 
Ergood said. “I know exactly what 
it’s like being a Carolina student-
athlete, and it is so much fun 
competing in Carolina Blue. It is so 
much fun going out with the boys 
and giving it our all, week in and 
week out. And we’ve progressed so 
much as a team.”

Head coach Andrew DiBitetto 
said he has been disappointed with 
the change, but understands why 
the decision was made to cancel 

the fall season. 
“It’s been certainly frustrating 

at times, especially when you look 
around the country and see other 
golf teams competing,” he said. “But 
at the same time, you try and put 
that in perspective with everything 
going on in the world today.”

Despite not being able to coach 
the Tar Heels in quite the same way, 
DiBitetto said he is still happy that 
his players are able to get their reps 
in on the amateur circuit. 

“Even though we’re not able to 
compete as a team, we’re lucky that 
our guys are still able to compete as 
individuals,” DiBitetto said.

@igbryant619 
sports@dailytarheel.com
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Defense a work in progress 
as UNC prepares for Duke

By Karlie Nielson
Staff Writer

In one of the oldest, most well-
known rivalries in college football, a 
matchup between the North Carolina 
Tar Heels and the Duke Blue Devils 
never fails to be competitive. 
Whether on the basketball court 
or the football field, this is a rivalry 
staked in the history books.

After narrowly losing to Virginia 
this past weekend, UNC must rely on 
a strong defensive effort to withstand 
the Blue Devils’ running game, as well 
as an efficient offensive strategy that 
takes advantage of every opportunity. 

Improve the defense

The South’s Oldest Rivalry 
tarnished UNC’s record yet again 
last week, due largely to another 
inconsistent performance from the 
front seven of the North Carolina 
defense. North Carolina allowed 
Virginia to accumulate a total of 210 
rushing yards in comparison to its 
own 93 total rushing yards. In last 
week’s game versus UNC-Charlotte, 
Duke running back duo Deon Jackson 
and Mataeo Durant combined for 205 
yards and four rushing touchdowns to 
seal the victory for the Blue Devils. 

Although it’s not the defensive side 
of the ball, the UNC offensive line will 
have to do a better job of defending 
its quarterback. North Carolina 
allowed sophomore quarterback 
Sam Howell to be sacked five times 
throughout last week’s game. Each 
sack resulted in a loss greater than 
five yards and allowed momentum to 
shift in Virginia’s direction.

Capitalize on scoring chances

It is no secret that UNC has a 

strong running game, boasting two 
of the top running backs in the ACC 
with Javonte Williams and Michael 
Carter. However, Williams and Carter 
only combined to rush for a total of 
121 yards against Virginia — a mark 
well short of what the duo is used 
to, considering they each averaged 
over 100 rushing yards per contest 
heading into last Saturday’s game.

The pair must be helped by the 
protection of the offensive line to 
accumulate rushing yards and beat 
Duke this weekend.

The highlight of the North 
Carolina offense against Virginia was 
the passing game. The connection 
between Howell and his wide 
receivers was the Tar Heels’ best 
shot at generating points, as Dyami 
Brown scored three of UNC’s four 
receiving touchdowns. Continuing 
to use the passing game will be 
essential to coming out on top versus 
Duke this weekend, especially if the 
running game underperforms again. 

Fix the little mistakes

Graduate student kicker Grayson 
Atkins scored on two of his three 
field goals attempted, but since UNC 
lost by three, the Tar Heels should 
certainly look to capitalize on all field 
goal opportunities to put meaningful 
points on the board.

The Tar Heels were plagued by 
four fumbles in the second and 
third quarters against UVA. Virginia 
recovered two of them, causing UNC 
to lose momentum on those drives. 
Against Duke, North Carolina’s 
running backs must keep a steel grip 
on the ball. The Tar Heels need to 
eliminate these forced fumbles if they 
want to win the “Battle of the Blues.”

sports@dailytarheel.com

DTH FILE/KHAMEES
UNC linebacker Dominique Ross (3) attempts to rush past Duke offensive tackle 
Jacob Monk (63) during a previous football game against Duke on Oct. 26, 2019.

“I told the team that I 
haven’t played one second 
of any of those 700, so it 
was not me that won those 
games.”
Karen Shelton
Head coach for UNC Field Hockey

NORTH CAROLINA FIELD HOCKEY

NORTH CAROLINA 4
BOSTON COLLEGE 0


