
I’m an emotional gangster. I cry once every month.
CARDI B

Immigration, race on table at RNC

By Taylor Heeden
Senior Writer

With the 2020 general election 
in less than 70 days, the Republican 
National Convention has been in full 
swing since Aug 24. 

Part of the RNC took place in 
Charlotte, with business meetings 
and the formal nomination for 
President Donald Trump to represent 
the Republican Party in the election. 

Other parts of the convention 
that were televised took place 
in Washington D.C., Baltimore, 
Maryland, and across the country.

Many issues were discussed 
throughout the week, ranging from 
immigration to policing and civil 
rights. The speakers came from all 
across the country and announced 
their support for Trump. 

The speakers at the convention 
reinforced the 2020 Republican Party 

platform, which consists of many 
hot-button issues like race, police 
brutality, immigration and more. 

The theme of the convention 
centered around the “great American 
story,”  Ronna McDaniel ,  the 
Republican National Convention 
chairperson, said to start the event. 
This was showcased by several 
speeches made by everyday American 
citizens, video presentations featuring 
various stories and a naturalization 
ceremony at the White House. 

The naturalization ceremony at 
the White House emphasized the 
importance of legal immigration for 
the Republican platform. Secretary 
of Homeland Security Chad Wolf 
thanked the president for fighting 
toward what he called a better 
immigration system. 

“Mr.  Pres ident ,  I  want  to 
commend you for your dedication 
to the rule of law and for restoring 
integrity to our immigration system,” 
Wolf said. “Thank you for hosting 
such a patriotic celebration here at 

Donald Trump accepted the 
Republican presidential 

nomination in Charlotte.

By Evely Forte and 
Heidi Pérez-Moreno

Assistant University Editor and Staff Writer

The University expanded its pass/
fail option for all undergraduate 
courses as an alternative to earning a 
letter grade for the Fall 2020 semester.

Students have until Nov. 17, the 
last day of classes this semester, to 
elect the option for a course.

Provost Bob Blouin made the 
announcement in an emailed 
message to the campus community 
Thursday evening.

In his message, he said the 
decision to offer these academic 
accommodations to undergraduate 
students is in response to the 
increased challenges and stress 
caused by the University’s decision 
to implement remote instruction for 

the semester.
The pass/fail option will be 

made available to undergraduate 
s t u d e n t s  t a k i n g  c o u r s e s  — 
numbered below 700 — in the 
College of Arts & Sciences, Kenan-
Flagler Business School, School of 
Information and Library Science, 
Hussman School of Journalism 
and Media, School of Education 
and the Gillings School of Global 

Public Health.
Courses will receive one of three 

grades: pass, low pass or fail. Grades 
of C-, D+ or D will be converted to 
a Low Pass and cannot be used for 
graduation requirements, according 
to the message.

“Students, including undergraduates, 
enrolled in other professional schools or 
programs in The Graduate School will 
follow the decisions of their professional 

school or of The Graduate School,” 
Blouin said in the statement.

According  to  UNC Media 
Relations, Provost Blouin consulted 
with the University’s Faculty Council 
and with the University’s deans, who 
shared the policy with faculty in their 
schools. The provost and Chancellor 
Kevin Guskiewicz also discussed the 
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many religious groups such as the Muslim 
Students Association have transitioned to meeting in an online format.
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Student religious groups build virtual community
By Dominick Ferrara

Senior Writer

Before the outbreak of COVID-
19, the Muslim Students Association 
would meet every Friday night in 
a crowded room to pray, lined up 
shoulder-to-shoulder. 

N o w,  t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s  a r e 
separated by Zoom boxes, and they 
no longer congregate in one room. 
Instead, they continue to meet from 
their own individual bedrooms.

When UNC swi tched  to  a 
remote-only learning strategy 
in the spring, religious student 
groups scrambled to adjust to a 
new normal. These groups were 
used to meeting in large spaces to 
socialize and pray. 

When the University made the 

same switch last week, however, 
groups not only expected it, but 
were prepared for it.

Architha Pavuluri, president 
of Hindu YUVA, was among club 
leaders who chose to forgo in-person 
events from the beginning.

“We didn’t want students sitting at 
home to feel alienated, so we went 
ahead and had all of our meetings 
virtual from the get-go,” Pavuluri 
said. “We had talked about some 
in-person meetings if there was 
interest in it, but our initial plan was 
to go online, just to be safe.”

The Muslim Students Association 
decided to host their general body 
meetings online before the semester 
began, though the organization chose 
to initially keep their prayer room 
open. Four people were permitted in 

the room at a time, but few chose to 
visit. When classes went remote last 
week, the group elected to close the 
on-campus space. 

“We thought it was best to close it 
and if students on campus do need a 
place to pray or other resources, they 
can reach out to us and we’ll find 
them something,” Nour Zarrouk, the 
organization’s community service 
chair, said. 

UNC Hillel also chose to conduct 
their meetings remotely before the 
start of the semester, closing their 
building and canceling their weekly 
Shabbat dinners. Instead, students 
can sign up to pick up Shabbat kits 
on the building’s doorstep and join 
a virtual celebration each Friday at 

DTH/JEFFREY SHUTTER, MATTHEW MEYERS
The Republican National Convention took place in Charlotte, North Carolina with business meetings and the formal 
nomination for President Donald Trump to represent the Republican Party in the election. Speakers at the convention 
reinforced the 2020 Republican Party platform, including issues on race, police brutality, and immigration.
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CORRECTIONS
 
The Daily Tar Heel reports 

any inaccurate information 
published as soon as the 

error is discovered.

 Contact Managing Editor 
Brandon Standley  at: 

managing.editor@dailytarheel.com 
with issues about this policy.

 
Editorial corrections will be 

printed on this page. Errors 
committed on the Opinion 
Page have corrections 
printed on that page. 
Corrections also are noted 
in the online versions of our 

stories.
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DTH Photo Illustration. With all classes moving online for the Fall 2020 semester, 
many students are left confused about the status of pass/fail options for classes.

policy with student groups.
Courses given pass/fail credit will 

still be eligible for students to use 
toward their major, minor and degree 
requirements. There is also no limit on 
the number of courses students can 
declare as pass/fail for the semester.

Because of the shift in grading 
policies, the University will suspend 
the Dean’s List and the class rank for 
the fall semester. Transcripts will also 
include a note on all undergraduate 
records — regardless of whether 
using pass/fail for a course — to 
reflect the global circumstances of 
the Fall 2020 semester.

The University originally offered 
a pass/fail option to students during 
the spring 2020 semester after 
transitioning to remote learning 
because of the novel coronavirus 
spread. The option was also offered to 
undergraduates completing remote 
coursework during the summer term.

In his message, Blouin urged 
students to consider meeting with 
an academic advisor if experiencing 
academic hardships or considering 
implementing this grading option 
for themselves.

“Advisers can help students think 
about the possible impact to their 
graduation timeline, as well as future 
decisions and opportunities,” he said.

This announcement comes just a 
day after the University Registrar’s 
webpage announcing a pass/fail option 

for fall 2020 courses was removed. 

Uncertainty over the semester

In a statement to The Daily Tar Heel, 
UNC’s Media Relations said a draft 
version of the site was “mistakenly” 
published with information that has 
yet to be finalized. 

“We apologize for any confusion,” 
UNC’s Media Relations said in an 
email Wednesday. “We will be able 
to share the policy and details with 
our community soon.”

Many students were left confused 
Wednesday on whether the pass/fail 
policy will be implemented.

“We’re not surprised,” Mykel 
Yancey,  a  junior majoring in 
biology, said. “We’re in the dark 
about something. At this point 
in time, they should at least send 
us an email or something to just 
notify us of what’s going on, instead 
of leaving us in the dark like they 
always do.”

To students, a pass/fail option can 
make or break the semester, especially 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

D u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  t e r m , 
Yancey said he chose to take two 
of his hardest classes — General 
Descriptive Chemistr y  I  and 
Quantitative Chemistry Laboratory I 
— as pass/fail because it was difficult 
to grasp onto the material once the 
class shifted remote. 

Yancey said if UNC extends the 
option in the fall he would do the 
same with his General Descriptive 

Chemistry II and Quantitative 
Chemistry Laboratory II class. 

“Now that everything is switching 
online, I have to completely relearn the 
way I learn and get motivation myself,” 
Yancey said.

For  Jimmy Str ick land,  an 
incoming transfer student from 
Central Piedmont Community 
College in Charlotte, a pass/fail 
option would be hard for him since 
he doesn’t have an established GPA 
yet, but sees it as a viable option 
during the pandemic. 

Some students feel that UNC’s 
actions Wednesday are reflective of 
a “chaotic” fall semester after classes 
were moved online and on-campus 
housing capacities were reduced.

“We understand (UNC) is going 
through a lot, but the students are 
also going through a lot as well,” 
Yancey said. “They say they care 
about us, but actions speak louder 
than words. They’re telling us one 
thing and doing another.” 

university@dailytarheel.com

By Guillermo Molero
Senior Writer

The North Carolina General 
Assembly goes back into session 
on Sept. 2, which would be the first 
time either the House or Senate have 
convened since July 11. 

But the House Select Committee 
on COVID-19 has restarted meetings 
to discuss the legislature’s approach 
to the newest wave of coronavirus-
related issues. 

The committee is much larger than 
an ordinary legislative committee, 
being composed of 75 members from 
across the state. It’s divided into four 
separate working groups, each focused 
on a separate policy area: education, 
health care, economic support and 
continuity of state operations.

The committee as a whole is 
overseen by House Speaker Tim 
Moore, R-Cleveland, who is listed as 
the official chairperson of the whole 
committee. However, each work 

group has its own set of bipartisan 
chairpersons to oversee its affairs. 

Rep. Craig Horn, R-Union, one of 
the chairpersons of the committee’s 
working group for education, said 
the role of the legislature at this stage 
was ensuring that schools remained 
properly funded. 

He said the working group was 
currently evaluating the needs 
of schools across the state when 
it comes to personal protective 
equipment, student meals and 
emotional support and counseling.

He also said the working group 
is in talks with the state’s board 
of education, the UNC Board 
of Governors and the boards of 
governors of independent schools 
to ensure the schools themselves are 
able to communicate their needs to 
the legislature and have a say in the 
policy-making process.

R e p .  A s h t o n  C l e m m o n s , 
D-Guilford, another of the working 
group’s chairpersons, cited the need 

N.C. House Committee talks relief plans
to expand internet broadband access 
across the state. 

She acknowledged the high price 
of staying connected, like scenarios 
where families don’t have enough 
devices for those in the household. 

“We know there’s inequitable 
access to broadband,” Clemmons 
said. “We’re going to be creating 
massive gaps for kids.” 

She said she believed it was 
necessary for the state and federal 
government to work together to 
provide these services, like the 
initiative to provide electricity to 
rural parts of the state in the mid-
twentieth century. She said she 
believed a private-public partnership 
on this front could help reduce the 
financial burden for both parties. 

Rep. Donny Lambeth, R-Forsyth, 
chairperson for the committee’s 
working group on health care, 
detailed some of the plans to support 
the state’s health care infrastructure 
over the coming months. 

He said some of his working 
group’s priorities are to provide 
funding for PPE, continue to fund 
hospitals and physicians and ramp 
up funding for childcare facilities as 
parents return to work. 

Joseph Kyzer, a communications 
director for Moore, said much of 
the present state of North Carolina’s 
economy can be attributed to measures 
taken by the Republican-controlled 
General Assembly over the past decade.

He credited responsible state 
finances as a reason for which North 
Carolina has been able to make more 
investments into providing broadband 
access to rural communities, 
improving infrastructure and helping 
small businesses during the pandemic.

Rep. John Autry, D-Mecklenburg, 

a member of the economic working 
group, however, said much still needs 
to be done. 

He  s a i d  No r t h  C a r o l i n a ’s 
unemployment system was in need of 
reform, calling the maximum benefit 
one can earn from it, $350 per week, 
far too low and the unemployment 
period far too short. He said he 
hadn’t seen any data proving people 
receiving unemployment benefits are 
less incentivized to work. 

“The unemployment system 
makes one wonder ‘Was it actually 
put together to help people or was 
it designed to be an impediment 
to people?’”

Autry also said the state needs 
to provide financial assistance 
for individuals having difficulty 
paying rent and their utility bills. 
Al Ripley, a Consumer and Housing 
policy specialist for the N.C. Justice 
Center, agreed. 

“We really need the General 
Assembly to make funding available 
to help people pay their rent and pay 
their utility bill — especially right 
now,” Ripley said.  

As the Committee on COVID-19’s 
working groups continue to meet in 
the days leading up to the return to 
session, they will continue to discuss 
these issues and many others. 

Lambeth made sure to clarify that 
the legislature remains hard at work. 

“Quite frankly, there’s a lot of work 
going on behind the scenes, in the 
committee meetings,” Lambeth said. 
“The co-chairs of the health committee 
are meeting every week. 

“We’re all out and about trying to 
figure out what to do.” 

@gmolero1
city@dailytarheel.com

the White House today.”
One of the biggest issues addressed 

was the discussion surrounding 
policing across the United States. 
Trump has spoken in favor of police 
departments across the county and 
recently received an endorsement 
from a New York City Police Union.

Another topic at the convention 
was one that’s been addressed since 
the country’s founding: race and civil 
rights. Since the murder of George 
Floyd, many Americans have heavily 
protested against the police and have 
been critical of the United States’ 

tarnished relationship with race. 
First Lady Melania Trump, who 

was the headliner on the second 
night, addressed the civil rights 
issues, saying she wants America to 
come together during this time. 

“I encourage people to focus on our 
future and learn from our past,” the 
First Lady said to address the racial 
unrest occurring across the country. 
“I urge people to come together in a 
civil manner so we can come together 
in our American ideals.”

Clarence Henderson, who took 
part in the 1960 Greensboro sit-ins, 
spoke on night three.

He talked about how these 
peaceful demonstrations helped 

progress the Civil Rights Movement 
forward. Henderson said they 
challenged injustice by simply sitting 
down and ordering coffee.

He went on to endorse the 
president later in his address, and said 
if his support sounds strange to some 
people, they do not know history.

“It was the Republican party 
that passed the 13th Amendment 
abolishing slavery,” Henderson said. 
“It was the Republican party that 
passed the 14th Amendment, giving 
Black people citizenship. It was 
the Republican party that passed 
the 15th Amendment, giving Black 
people the right to vote.”

Through the convention, many 

speakers denounced the Democratic 
nominee, former Vice President Joe 
Biden. One of the people who criticized 
the former Vice President was current 
Vice President Mike Pence. He said a 
vote for Biden could be detrimental to 
the United States economy. 

“Last  week Joe Biden said 
‘Democracy is on the ballot.’ Truth 
is, our economic redevelopment is 
on the ballot,” Pence said.

Former NFL player Herschel 
Walker spoke on the first night about 
his friendship with the president.

“If you want America to get better, 
Donald Trump is your president.”

city@dailytarheel.com 
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The reality is, we’re all doing 
the best that we can.

Here we are,  UNC. 
Adjusting to a last-minute transition 
to remote learning and the movement 
of hundreds of students from 
on-campus housing. Not to mention 
the stress of unrelenting expectations, 
pressure on students to preserve an 
educational experience they’ve paid 
thousands for and a ruthless denial 
of responsibility on the part of the 
University and the UNC System. It’s 
already overwhelming to think about, 
isn’t it?

I’m trying to be transparent about 
my challenges. Trying to be open 
about the toll this chaos has taken 
on my mental health, how tired I feel 
keeping up with piling coursework — 
the intensity of which did not change 
throughout the pandemic and this 
last week of intense movement and 
transitions. I’m trying to be safe, 
and to stay healthy in a town that ‘s 
become a petri dish for the virus. 

And I can’t even imagine the 
hardships that others have experienced 
from the University’s haphazard move 
to a remote setting. I’m hearing from 
so many of my peers that they, too, are 
exhausted and anxious.

The administration “tried to 
move forward.” But I don’t accept 
this careless excuse. I don’t. Because 
students were not emotionally, 
mentally and physically prepared for 
the drama ensuing UNC’s decision to 
reopen campus. We weren’t ready to 
be jerked around by an institution 
that proved incompetent amid a 
global pandemic.

But the reality is, we’ve all had to 
readjust, and we’re all doing the best 
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The coronavirus crisis has 
upended countless aspects 
of student life. It has also 

made it clear that students and 
North Carolinians cannot sit the 
2020 elections out.

The months-long public health 
crisis has added to a long list of 
reasons why we, as students at 
UNC and as fellows with NextGen 
North Carolina, are going to the 
polls. Climate emergency, racial 
injustice, the burden of student debt, 
inaccessibility of affordable health 
care, uncertainty of earning a living 
wage — these are all issues that are 
on the ballot for us this November. 
However, it was the White House 
administration’s mishandling of the 
coronavirus and total disregard for 
human life that has motivated us 
not only to vote, but also to mobilize 
our peers as part of NextGen’s youth 
voter registration program.

From the very beginning of the 
pandemic, it was clear that our 
leaders at the federal level did 
not take the impact of COVID-
19 on young people into account. 
Many younger Americans, who 
have borne a significant economic 
burden from losing their part or 
full-time jobs amid the pandemic, 
have been left out of the COVID-19 
response. A one-time stimulus check 
of $1,200, while limited, skipped 
over young people recently claimed 
as dependents who sincerely need 
support while facing unemployment 
and uncertain job prospects. At the 
time when relief was first debated, 
research showed that younger 
generations and Black and brown 
Americans were disproportionately 
bearing the economic costs of the 

coronavirus.
That’s why NextGen North Carolina 

is working to achieve historic youth 
voter turnout this year. Our generation 
deserves real representation, and 
since we couldn’t count on President 
Donald Trump, U.S. Sen. Thom Tillis 
or the Republican-led North Carolina 
General Assembly (whose role includes 
electing the UNC Board of Governors) 
to look out for young people and our 
families, we’re going to vote them out 
this November.

As NextGen’s UNC-Chapel Hill 
Fellows, we’re committed to helping 
our peers navigate the voting process, 
which like everything else, has become 
more complicated for many because 
of the coronavirus. Students and 
young people face barriers to vote in 
a typical election year, from confusing 
residency requirements to a lack of 
transportation to the polls, and now 
COVID-induced uncertainty poses 
additional obstacles. We’re working 
to ensure that all Tar Heels have the 
information and resources they need 
to vote safely and securely this fall.

As our classmates take stock of 
all that is on your to-do list, we urge 
you to add a few more items to your 
checklist: register to vote, request your 
absentee ballot and make a plan to cast 
your ballot early. Don’t wait — and 
reach out to us or join our next digital 
event if you have questions. We’ve seen 
firsthand how students are affected 
by the chaos of the coronavirus, and 
voting in this election is too important 
to leave to the last minute. 

Cora Martin, Class of 2023
Violet Wey, Class of 2022

Melissa Ferreira Patrocinio, 
Class of 2023

For the past several days, 
the  2020 Republ ican 
N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n 

has (sort of ) been taking place in 
Charlotte. President Donald Trump, 
the party’s nominee for president, 
and Vice President Mike Pence 
addressed their fellow Republicans, 
as did other party leaders like South 
Carolina Sen. Tim Scott and former 
UN Ambassador Nikki Haley. 

Eight years ago, some very different 
voices occupied the center stage in the 
Queen City. Democrats from across 
the country gathered in Uptown to 
renominate then-President Barack 
Obama and then-Vice President Joe 
Biden to their party’s ticket.

In addition to holding their party 
conventions here, both Democrats 
and Republicans have dedicated 
an inordinate amount of time and 
resources to the Old North State. 
The 2014 Senate election between 
Kay Hagan and Thom Tillis became 
the most expensive Senate race in 
history. Despite winning the state 
by just over three points in 2016, 
the Trump campaign’s advertising 
expenditures in North Carolina are 
second only to Florida. 

So, why is North Carolina so 
sought after on a national scale? 

Prior to 2008, Republicans 
could rely on a victorious result 
in presidential elections in North 
Carolina. However, cracks in this 
ruby red reputation began to 
appear in 2008 when Obama beat 
Republican opponent John McCain 
by less than a single percentage 
point. Compare this to 2004, when 
then-President George W. Bush beat 
then-Sen. John Kerry by 12 points. 

Since then, party identification 
has been roughly equal in North 
Carolina between Republican, 
Democratic, and unaffiliated voters. 
According to a recent report, 36 
percent of North Carolinian voters 
are registered Democrats, 33 percent 
are unaffiliated and 30 percent are 
Republicans. In 2019, Republican 
strategist Carter Wrenn said, “that 
demographic just makes us sort of 
your classic swing state.”

While North Carolina’s electoral 
votes haven’t swung blue since 2008, 
recent state-level victories have given 
the Democrats some hope in 2020. 
In 2016, then-N.C. Attorney General 
Roy Cooper defeated incumbent 
Republican Gov. Pat McCrory in 
that year’s gubernatorial race, and in 
2018, Democrats were able to break 
Republican supermajorities in the 
state legislature. 

Another contributing factor to 
the Democrats’ hope is the changing 
demographic face of North Carolina. 
The number of Hispanic North 
Carolinians has exploded, with the 
state seeing a 25 percent increase in 
registered Hispanic voters since 2016. 
Hispanic and Latinx voters, who 
voted for Hillary Clinton in 2016, now 
make up three percent of the state’s 
voting population, a number that can 
decide elections where races have 
recently been won by slim margins.

Once a stone-strong beacon of 
conservatism, North Carolina is 
now delicately balanced between 
Democrats and Republicans. With 
tremendous amounts of ad spending, 
voter registration drives and lavish 
party conventions, each seeks to pull 
the Old North State to their side. 

opinion@dailytarheel.com
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we can.
So, to anyone overcome with stress 

today: you are not alone. To anyone 
finding it difficult to wake up in the 
mornings, to feel motivated to type 
on your computer, or to remember 
meal times or even physically move: 
let yourself accept the small victories. 
To anyone who wants to throw their 
hands in the air and bury their head 
in their arms, or who relies on daily 
jam sessions in the car to escape 
the frenzy of work and school: so 
many others are feeling it too. It’s 
funny how conversations in Zoom 
breakout rooms — with people I 
barely know — helped me normalize 
and internalize that fact.

A sea of coffee cups strewn in my 
bedroom, my Bollywood workout 
playlist, long drives in the sunset and 
random ice cream parties with my 
housemates can attest to my efforts 
to remain upbeat and energetic in 
the past week. I think it’s OK for us 
to admit that adjustment can take 
time. And it’s important to be gentle 
enough with ourselves so that we can 
create a space where even the little 
things — like cooking playlists or 
at-home stretching sessions — can 
keep us out of the overwhelmed 
depths of our minds, and instead 
connect us to moments of joy. 

The two days given to students 
this week were helpful, but not 
enough — they vastly undervalued 
the extent of pressures and worries 
experienced by the Carol ina 
community. Though decided upon 
too last-minute for students and 
faculty to make dramatic changes 
to their plans, they were important 
nonetheless, as a defining argument 
for why we must all be patient with 
ourselves, and take small breaks. 

So, to you, reader, I want to tell 
you what I wish others would tell 
me — do what you can, little by little, 
and remember that so many others 
are with you.

opinion@dailytarheel.com
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The Daily Tar Heel has been a 
defining experience for thousands 

of journalists and has informed the 
UNC student body for 126 years. Help 

us invest in the future of 
journalism by investing in our 
student journalists of today.

Donate to

at StartThePresses.org

Keep Independent
Student Journalism Alive.
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UNC students are using social media platform TikTok to create videos 
criticizing the University’s reopening amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

By Aditya Surana
Senior Writer

A new trend took over the 
popular video app TikTok last 
week, and it wasn’t a new dance or 
challenge — it was UNC students 
commenting on the University’s 
rolled back reopening.

Throughout the week, funny 
videos grew into a space for students 
to cope with stress, voice their 
frustrations and confide in students 
with similar situations. 

Sally Hassan, a sophomore who 
went viral for her TikTok posts about 
the University, saw similar posts 
unpacking and sometimes mocking 
UNC’s situation. 

“People were saying, ‘Oh, is this 
the Chapel Hill?,’” Hassan said. 

Students used popular songs 
and sounds to explain what was 
happening on campus. First-years 
took the dorm reveal trend to another 
level, recording their setup and their 
breakdown on the same day.

Students gained virality simply 
by reporting on the University’s 
COVID-19 response and plans.

An inside look at UNC

Hassan chose to call out fellow 
students, exposing the reality 
on campus. Her first viral video 
consisted of a compilation of UNC 
students breaking guidelines and not 
social distancing. 

“I just wanted to put out there 
that it wasn’t really the University’s 
fault,” Hassan said, emphasizing 
off-campus parties and Greek life as 
major culprits.

Junior Zaria Joyner used the 
platform to inform students of 

Students go viral on TikTok 
by criticizing University

what was even going on on campus. 
Joyner, minutes after receiving the 
Chancellor’s cancellation email, fled 
to TikTok to spill the tea.

In her video, she talked about 
campus closing, cases cropping up 
around campus and the fact that 
tuition was due in an hour when 
students received the email. 

 “I knew that I could reach a lot 
more people a lot more quickly, rather 
than other social media,” said Joyner.

Joyner was correct. By the end of 
the day, her first UNC TikTok had 
gained over 300,000 views.

Coping with comedy

Sophomore Mackenzie Parker 
chose humor to cope with stressful 
times. Parker was concerned and 
confused about UNC’s return plans. 

She made a viral TikTok, matching 
the “clown check” sound with UNC 
dorm plans, which was deemed 

“highest-risk” by the CDC. Despite 
the video only lasting 15 seconds, the 
message was clear to viewers.

“When I read that, I was so shocked 
and upset. Are we going to ignore 
what the CDC is suggesting for us?” 
Parker said. “I took the opportunity 
and made a joke out of it.”

Senior Christine Dequito also 
used humor to call out fellow 
students, specifically Greek life, for 
not following community guidelines.

Regardless of the intent, for 
Parker, Joyner, Hassan and many 
other students, TikTok was a 
platform to voice their emotions.

Hassan felt the same wave of 
reassurance and community. She 
said stayed up all night having 
conversations with people who 
commented on her video.  

“It was the only thing, I felt, that 
was on our side,” Hassan said.

 
 arts@dailytarheel.com

Elsa Karcher
Staff Writer

Renee Price, the vice chairperson 
of the Orange County Board of 
County  Commiss ioners ,  was 
presented the M.H. “Jack” Brock 
Outstanding County Commissioner 
Award on Aug. 15.

L a c y  P a t e ,  t h e  p u b l i c 
relations manager for the North 
Carolina Association of County 
Commissioners, said those who 
win the award have to achieve 
something that goes above and 
beyond their leadership position in 
their county.

Pate said Commissioner Price’s 
extensive leadership positions 
made her a deserving recipient for 
the award. Price is a member of 
numerous local, state and national 
initiatives like the NCACC Board of 
Directors and the NCACC Justice and 
Public Safety and Health and Human 
Services Steering Committees. 

Price said her love for people is 
what fuels her work as commissioner.

“What I love about the job is 
working with people and helping 
my community to improve upon 
the good things that we have and to 
improve upon the things that need to 
be improved,” she said. 

Price said within politics, she 
has always gravitated to the human 
impact of her work, and the ways 
policies impact people on the local, 

state and national level. She has been 
an Orange County commissioner 
for the last eight years, where she 
worked with fellow commissioner 
Earl McKee. 

“The thing that really stands out 
to me is that as a commissioner she 
gets out into the community, sets up 
community conversations, and really 
listens to the people she represents 
across the county,” McKee said.

Ray Trapp, the former vice-
president of the North Carolina 
Association of Black County Officials, 
said he and Price worked together 
when she was president. He said they 
succeeded in pushing for the N.C. 
legislature to raise the age for felonies 
in the state.

“A lot of that is due to her 
compassion and her ability to think 
things through and find substantive 
policy changes,” Trapp said. “That’s 
who she is and that’s what you want 
out of a commissioner and out of an 
elected official.” 

Price said her work advocating for 
the Raise The Age law is a special 
source of pride. 

“One of my passions, and one of 
the reasons I think that led to me 
getting the award, was my service 
with the North Carolina Association 
of Black County Officials,” she said. 

Going forward, Price said she 
wants to work toward bridging gaps 
in her community and amplifying 
voice in order to better others. 

“For me I wanted to improve life 
around me, as long as I was going 
to be living here and made this my 
home, it’s a way of investing in my 
home and the people I care about,” 
Price said.

city@dailytarheel.com

Renee Price honored 
with state-wide award

Renee Price
has represented 
District 2 on the 
Orange County 
Commissioners since 
she was first elected 
in 2012.
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UNC discussion sheds light on racism in health

DTH FILE/SARAH CLOUSER
Rosenau Hall as pictured in October 2018. Geni Eng, a professor in the 
Gillings School of Global Public Health, spoke about racism and healthcare.

By Hunter Haskett
Senior Writer

S y s t e m i c  r a c i s m  a f f e c t s 
institutions across the country — 
and on Thursday, a virtual discussion 
highlighted its effects on health care. 

UNC’s Honors Carolina and Phi 
Beta Kappa Society are taking action 
to promote awareness of racial 
injustice by hosting six virtual topical 
discussions and six hours of action 
designed to marshal knowledge in 
the fight against racism. 

“The crisis we face operates on such 
a large scale that it’s easy sometimes 
to feel overwhelmed and inadequate 
as individuals, but if we each light a 
candle we will together raise a torch 
for justice,” Associate Dean for Honors 
Carolina James Leloudis said. 

Thursday’s talk was entitled 
“Sys temic  Rac ism & Heal th 
Disparities,” and the corresponding 
hour of action will be held on Sept. 4. 
These discussions are open to anyone 
on campus, and between 400 and 
500 people registered for the event, 
Assistant Dean for Honors Carolina 
Mitch Prinstein said in an email.

Geni Eng, a professor in the 
Gillings School of Global Public 
Health and co-director of the Cancer 
Health Disparities Postdoctoral 
Program, applies an anti-racism 
lens to her research, with a focus 
on enhancing health equity. At this 
discussion, Eng spoke about her 
work with the Greensboro Health 
Disparities Collaborative.

T h e  G r e e n s b o r o  H e a l t h 
Disparities Collaborative’s mission 
is to “establish structures and 
processes that respond to empower 
and facilitate communities in 
defining and resolving issues related 
to disparities in health.”

Using  a  community-based 
participatory research approach, 
the Greensboro Health Disparities 
Collaborative conducted a study 
comparing the completion of 
treatment of breast and lung cancer 
for white and Black patients. 

“We know that from the literature 
and from a lot of studies that white 
and African American lung and 
breast cancer patients initiate 
treatment later and they’re less 
apt to undergo completion of their 

treatment and so it results in worse 
treatment outcomes, including 
survival rates,” Eng said.

At the end of the study, the 
treatment completion rate for white 
patients was 89.5 percent and 88.4 
percent for Black patients. This 
shows a decrease in the disparity 
from the beginning percentages 
of 87.3 percent of white patients 
completing treatment and 79.8 
percent of Black patients.

But Eng said there are few 
longitudinal research studies that 
have systemic causes for less than 
optimal care for Black people. 
Few research students have shown 
effective solutions to eliminating this 
trend, Eng said. 

But graduate students at UNC will 
be able to contribute to this research. 

As Eng finished her presentation 
of the research, she discussed how the 
Gillings School of Global Public Health 
is offering more options for graduate 
students to study the racial disparities 
in public health with the recent 
addition of a concentration in health 
equity, social justice and human rights 
in the Master of Public Health degree. 

“We feel that these three things 
are integral to public health, that it 
should be fused throughout public 
health, but it’s not, so we decided to 
add a concentration where you can 

really dive deeply into looking at the 
data and into actually developing 
strategies,” Eng said. 

university@dailytarheel.com

Students, here’s how to vote by mail this fall

DTH FILE/LIAM ERIC
Student volunteers in the Pit help students register to vote on Oct. 1, 2019.

By Audrey Selley 
Senior Writer

As many UNC students change 
living arrangements with the 
University transitioning to remote 
learning, some have expressed 
concern about how to vote in the 
November election. 

Cora Martin,  a  sophomore 
political science major at UNC, said 
figuring out the absentee request 
process has been confusing. 

Martin said she was initially 
going to live on campus for the fall 

semester but decided a week before 
classes started to live at home. She is 
planning on voting early in person in 
Durham County, but she requested 
an absentee ballot just in case she 
decides to vote by mail instead.

“I’m worried about the USPS 
delays almost as much as I ’m 
worried about coronavirus, so it’s 
been a back and forth for me,” 
Martin said.

Theodore Shaw, professor of law 
and director of the Center for Civil 
Rights at UNC, said it’s important 
for young people to vote. He said 

they should take their privilege and 
civic duty to vote seriously.

“Once they are eligible, they have 
in their grasp — they hold in their 
hands — the power, the ability to have 
their voice weigh as much as anybody 
else in the country,” Shaw said.

The North Carolina State Board 
of Elections released guidance 
Monday for  col lege  s tudents 
who plan to vote by mail in the 
upcoming election.

“We released this guidance to 
try to help students navigate the 
absentee voting process because we 
heard that many students may be 
confused about how it works given 
the circumstances with COVID and 
the fact that a lot of students have 
been displaced from their campus 
housing,” said Patrick Gannon, the 
State Board of Elections’ public 
information officer.

At what address should students 
request their absentee ballot?  

Students who want to vote by 
mail should make sure they request 
their ballot to be sent at an address 
where they know they will receive 
it, according to the press release. 
Students who registered to vote at 
their campus address and have not 
yet requested an absentee ballot can 
request a ballot and have it sent to an 
address of their choosing.

What should students do if they 
already requested an absentee 
ballot on campus but have left? 

Students who have already 
requested an absentee ballot but 
must leave campus due to COVID-
19, or for any other reason, may 
submit a new request to have their 
ballot sent to a different address, the 
press release said. 

They should make a note on 
the new form, such as “updated” 
or “changed,”  to alert  county 
elections workers that it is an 
updated request. Students can 
email or contact their county Board 
of Elections office to double check 
that the new absentee ballot will be 
sent to the updated address.

What should students do if 
they’re not sure if they want to vote 
in person or vote by mail? 

North Carolina voters who are 
unsure whether they want to vote 

in person or by mail have until 
Oct. 27 to request an absentee 
ballot if they decide to vote by 
mail, according to the press release. 
Voters still have the option to vote 
in person during the 17-day period 
of early voting from Oct. 15 to Oct. 
31, or on Election Day on Nov. 3.

Can students request an absentee 
ballot online? 

Beginning Sept. 1, all registered 
voters in North Carolina will be 
able to request an absentee ballot 
through a portal on the state 
Board’s website, according to the 
press release. 

“The form online will be just 
like the form you fill out on paper, 
however you can sign it and submit 
it online without having to print or 
mail anything,” Gannon said.

Shaw said no matter  what 
someone’s personal views are, 
everybody has a responsibility 
to vote and participate in the 
democratic process.

“People have lost their lives for 
the right to vote. People fought for 
decades and decades,” Shaw said. 
“The right to vote was bought and 
paid for in blood and in struggle, 
and so I don’t think anybody should 
take it for granted.” 
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Professors step up for students as classes go online
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Many UNC professors have been working to provide additional 
assistance to their students during the transition to remote learning.

By Evan Castillo
Staff Writer

The day after the University 
transitioned to online classes, assistant 
professor Melanie Studer  dedicated 
her class as an open space for students 
to talk about their feelings.

Studer, who teaches in the 
department of health policy and 
management in the Gillings School 
of Global Public Health, is just one of 
the many UNC professors and faculty 
who have gone the extra mile for their 
students throughout the past week. 
Professors have been communicating 
with students and adjusting their 
syllabi to help students breathe 
during the transition to fully remote 
instruction and new living situations. 

Studer said the pandemic has 
affected the way faculty and staff in 
the public health school approach 
online learning, guided by flexibility, 
adaptability and kindness. She has 
adjusted her teaching by swapping out 
exams for other types of assessments.

“She literally gave me her phone 
number,” said Anusha Dubey, a 

student in two of Studer’s classes 
and Studer’s faculty advisee. “I called 
her in early August right before the 
housing cancellation deadline was 
due — before everything changed 
— and just vented to her about my 
frustrations with having to come 
back to UNC or not.” 

Professor Brandon Bayne, an 
associate professor in religious 
studies, revised his syllabus when 
students were sent home in March — 
a post that went viral on social media. 

“I told our dean directly in a 
conversation that I was still going 
to plan the class as an online class 
because one way or another we’d 
end up online,” Bayne said. “My idea 
behind it was to design both courses 
online and then think of face-to-face 
as an added value.” 

He said he bought a 12-by-12 feet 
canopy to meet students outside near 
campus locations relevant to the 
material. But the University told him 
the class would be moved fully remote 
five days before they began, due to a 
lack of classroom space. Remotely, 
Bayne used Google Forms and Zoom 

polls to communicate logistics and 
gauge their situations and feelings.

“I agreed with UNC putting a 
pause on classes,” Bayne said. “I wish 
they would’ve done it last week when 
they moved everything online. We 
could’ve used it as we all struggled 
to adjust to that.”

Jason Metcalfe, a professor in the 
mathematics department, said he was 
hit hard by the news and stories he 
read on the community forum at the 
Commission on Campus Equality and 
Student Equity’s website. He paused 
all deadlines for a week before the 
University paused all undergraduate 
classes, and spent Sunday and 
Monday revising his class schedule. 

“I mean, when I read about testing 
sites being set up in the dorms — if 
I imagine a testing site outside my 
house, that would scare me, so I don’t 
really blame them,” Metcalfe said.

Bayne said the biggest thing 
people can do right now is to continue 
to have enriching online learning 
communities, while acknowledging 
the bigger issues occurring.

“For an instructor, I think a key 

thing is not to feel like I’m the one 
to fix all those things — because I’m 
not trained in terms of social work 
or psychology or medicine, whatever 
the range of things they might bring,” 
Bayne said. “But to be that first point 

of contact for them or be a point 
of contact to help them identify 
resources and connect to the people 
who can help them.”

university@dailytarheel.com

“They hold in their hands 
— the power, the ability to 
have their voice weigh as 
much as anybody else.”
Theodore Shaw
Professor of law
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5 p.m.
“Of all the things we do that we 

may be evaluating or experimenting or 
doing differently, it was very important 
to the entire team and to our student 
leadership board to maintain that 
consistency of at least some sort of 
marking of time every single week 
as a community,” Hannah Spinrad, 
campus director of UNC Hillel, said.

Cru at UNC-Chapel Hill also 
chose to hold all meetings remotely, 
though their transition has been 
slightly more difficult due to the 
addition of a new lead pastor.

“The level of communication is 
different,” said Alex Salvaggio, a 
senior and campus relations intern 
for Cru. “You can’t just find someone 
and ask them questions. It’s been 
hard to organize things. We’re doing 
the best we can.”

Salvaggio believes people are 
looking for hope or anything that 
can get them through this time 
of uncertainty. They are doing all 
they can virtually through Zoom 
to make sure people can still feel a 
sense of community.

Despite the changes inherent to 
moving from in-person meetings to 
a remote format, several groups are 
offering more programming than usual 
to give members a version of the social 
opportunities meetings usually provide. 
Both Hillel and YUVA have created 
mentorship programs which allow first-
year and transfer students, who may feel 
isolated from the college experience, 
to interact with upperclassmen in the 
respective organizations.

“That allows them to get a better 
understanding of what campus life 
was like before all of this started 
and ask all the questions they want 
to ask their friends but now can’t,” 
Pavuluri said.

YUVA has also begun hosting 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  w o r k s h o p s  f o r 
members, the most recent being for 
students interested in enrollment 
at Kenan-Flagler Business School. 
Pavuluri said these events might not 
have been possible in person.

“While we are a spiritual and 
religious organization, I think it’s also 
important to understand that these are 
some of the issues students are dealing 
with in terms of career,” Pavuluri said. 
“We want to make sure they feel 
supported and welcomed by providing 
them the opportunity to learn more 
about what they’re interested in.”

Despite the cancellation of FallFest 
and other in-person events that aid 
in the recruitment of first-year and 
transfer students, each group has 
found ways to bring in new members.

In the short time that first-year 
students were on campus, Cru was 
able to set up stations at which 
students could scan a QR code and fill 
out a survey to get more information. 

By Kayleigh Carpenter and 
Sonia Rao

Assistant City & State Editor and City & 
State Editor

Four citations were issued this 
week to UNC students found to be 
in violation of an executive order by 
Gov. Roy Cooper, which prohibits 
indoor gatherings of over 10 people. 

On Aug. 13, Chapel Hill Mayor 
Pam Hemminger told The Daily Tar 
Heel in an interview that the Town 
would start to consider citing people 
for “egregious behavior.” 

According to an email from 
Chapel Hill Police Chief Chris Blue, 
two of the citations were associated 
with the UNC fraternity Phi Delta 
Theta. The other two were residents 
of off-campus houses. 

T he  c i tat ions  are  C lass  2 
misdemeanors,  which carry a 
punishment of fines or a jail sentence. 
The maximum punishment for 

repeat offenders is $1,000 fine and 
a 60 day jail sentence. 

Citations are reserved for repeat 
violators and glaring violations of 
crowd limitations, according to the 
email from Blue. 

Citations were only given to 
residents of the locations where 
violations occurred, and those 
not residing at the location of 
the gathering were told to leave 
immediately, Blue said in the email. 

UNC is also notified of every 
warning and citation issued by CHPD 
to a student, the statement said. 

The University will notify students 
and parents of violations and 
determine what action will be taken 
on a “case-by-case basis,” Chapel 
Hill Mayor Pam Hemminger said in 
email to town officials. 

@kecarpenter1 
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 Four UNC students 
cited for violating 

executive order

Students party in an off-campus house. After a new executive order, four 
groups have been cited for having indoor gatherings of over 10 people.

PHOTO COURTESY OF HANNAH SPINRAD
Students pick up Shabbat to-go items in lieu of an in-person Shabbat at 
Hillel. The organization hosts a virtual celebration each Friday at 5 p.m.

By Maddie Ellis
University Editor

UNC confirmed the 12th cluster of 
COVID-19 at Cobb Residence Hall in 
an Alert Carolina message Thursday. 

But the Alert Carolina was 
prefaced by a press release from the 
Orange County Health Department 
announcing a cluster at Cobb. 

The OCHD released a press 
release Thursday morning providing 
an update on the COVID-19 situation 
at UNC. In this press release, OCHD 
listed all the residence halls with 
confirmed clusters. 

But at the time of press release, 
UNC had not  confirmed the 
existence of the cluster at Cobb via 
Alert Carolina. 

The press release also announced 
that UNC was providing mass 
testing for students who lived in the 
affected areas. 

“As a critical step to stop the 
spread of COVID-19 and protect 
family, friends and community, 
public health officials are directing 

students departing from campus, 
those who remain in campus 
h o u s i n g ,  a n d  s t u d e n t s  w h o 
have already returned home to 
quarantine for 14 days,” OCHD 
stated in the release. 

‘Typo’

Orange County Communications 
Manager Kristin Prelipp later said in 
an email to The Daily Tar Heel that 
the inclusion of Cobb Residence Hall 
in the press release was a “typo.” 

“If it has not been announced by 
UNC then it is not officially a cluster,” 
Prelipp said in the email.

In the press release,  Avery 
Residence Hall was also listed twice. 
Prelipp apologized for both errors. 

“Things are moving very fast and 
we need to slow down,” she said.

On Thursday afternoon UNC 
confirmed the cluster at Cobb 
Residence Hall through an Alert 
Carolina message. 

A cluster is defined as five or more 
cases in one location, according to 

the N.C. Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

UNC Media Relations said in 
an email that OCHD “released 
information about a cluster at Cobb 
prior to the University issuing this 
formal announcement.”

Cobb is the first dorm on North 
Campus to have a confirmed COVID-
19 cluster, and marks the 12th cluster 
at UNC. 

The other confirmed clusters at 
UNC are:

• Ehringhaus Residence Hall 
• Granville Towers
• Sigma Nu fraternity house
• Hinton James Residence 

Hall 
• Morrison Residence Hall
• Zeta Psi fraternity house
• Carmichael Residence Hall
• Craige Residence Hall
• Alpha Delta Pi sorority house 
• Avery Residence Hall
• Koury Residence Hall

@madelinellis
university@dailytarheel.com

Confusion surrounds ‘typo’ as 
cluster is confirmed at Cobb

MSA was able to recruit new members 
through social media and Hillel did 
so through a virtual town hall the 
organization hosted over the summer.

T h e  m a i n  c o m m o n a l i t y 
between the groups, however, is 
how important they believe their 
respective communities are during 
the pandemic.

“They may be at home by themselves 
and even though Cru’s meeting online, 
there’s still a sense of community,” 
Salvaggio said. “It’s good for the soul.”

Salvaggio understands people 
may not have many others to talk to, 
so they break out into small groups 
which they usually would’nt do. 

Spinrad said Hil le l  prides 
itself on bringing that sense of 
community to students.

“Judaism is very much a communal 
religion,” Spinrad said. “It has 
traditions that have gone on for 
thousands of years. There’s something 

about being able to opt into something 
and having this comfort of knowing 
you may be alone in your dorm or with 
your roommate, but there are people 
around the world doing the same exact 
ritual of lighting candles or saying 
blessings every single Friday night. 

“I think the idea of feeling bigger 
than yourself in a time that’s very 
hard is quite moving.”

Zarrouk said returning to meetings 
has brought her and her peers some 
light during these dark times.

“Islam teaches us that God is the 
best of planners,” Zarrouk said. “With 
that, there will always be uncertainty. 
It gives us hope in some way because 
I feel like having that community 
of people with the same beliefs and 
being able to connect with each other 
through our religion really helps, 
especially in these times of hardship.” 

arts@dailytarheel.com
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“I feel like having that community of people with the 
same beliefs and being able to connect with each other 
through our religion really helps, especially in these 
times of hardship. ” 
Nour Zarrouk
Community Service Chairperson of the Muslim Students Association 
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Acrossw
1 Quick blow
4 Weary worker’s sigh
8 Dives
15 4 x 4, briefly
16 Six-ton predator
17 Leopard spot
18 ICU staffer
19 False claim about one’s pioneer 

ancestors?
21 Taking courses?
23 Crest box abbr.
24 Crafty
25 Medieval German spendthrift?
30 Honey, in slang
31 Zip
32 Lot choice
36 Wall St. event
38 Enforcer of some ACA provisions
39 Vague unease
41 Transmitted documents with Red 

Riding Hood’s location?
45 Bending movement
46 __ clear
47 Large receptacle
48 Nods, maybe

49 It was precious to conquistadores
50 Oliver Twist or Tiny Tim
52 Beauty treatment for poultry?
58 Half-hearted
61 “There’s __ in team”
62 Laundry employee
63 Big-screen entertainment for 

angels?
68 Hurdle for srs.
69 First religious leader of his title to 

be called “The Great”
70 Guy
71 Charlottesville sch.
72 Tools for some crossword solvers
73 500-mile race
74 Furry friend

Down
1 Derby cocktail
2 For face value
3 Japanese takeout orders
4 Many an off-campus local
5 An Allman brother
6 Suffix with robot
7 Budgetary excess
8 Fendi rival
9 Seuss activist
10 Amer. capital
11 Bk. before Esther
12 Classic muscle cars
13 Shorthand for unlisted items
14 Alluring
20 With 35-Down, papery 

construction best left alone
22 Filmmaker Lupino
26 Blacksmith wear
27 For fear that
28 Capital on a fjord
29 Patricia of “Hud”
33 Tending to, as the loot
34 Like pirates, often
35 See 20-Down
36 Uncertain
37 Part of IPA
38 Midori in a rink
39 Gourd fruit
40 Piercing tool
42 Corner off. occupant
43 Share juicy details
44 Fabled braggart
49 Dust Bowl migrant
50 Dancing dinosaur
51 Kitchen gadget maker
53 __ circle
54 Pacific salmon
55 Brandish
56 Guts
57 “That’s what I’m talking about!”
58 Sanitizing cloth
59 Latin love
60 California tourist valley
64 Kisses, in love letters
65 Paris’ __ de la Cité
66 “What __ missing?”
67 FedEx fleet member
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The LA Times
Crossword Puzzle

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 7 — Review priorities and 
revise plans. Articulate your vision. 
Plan your moves to fulfill that dream. 
Recharge from recent activities. 
Consider backups and alternatives.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is an 8 — Check public 
opinion. Advance your plans through 
community networks of friends 
and allies. Make an important 
connection. Share what you’re 
learning. Collaborate together.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is an 8 — Your responsible 
professional leadership flowers. 
Someone important is paying 
attention. Passion takes your work 
to the next level. Focus on love to 
grow it.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is an 8 — Exploratory rambles 
reveal treasure. Your research takes 
a fascinating twist. Advance on plans 
laid earlier. Monitor scientific data 
and statistics. Expand territory.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 — Negotiate 
terms and potentials. Monitor 
financial statements, budgets and 
spreadsheets. Collaborate to grow 
shared accounts. Encourage another 
to succeed. Plant seeds for future 
growth.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is an 8 — Connect on a 
deeper level with your partner. 
Earn a satisfying victory together. 
Someone finds it very attractive 
when you do the dishes.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is an 8 — Talk with coaches, 
doctors and mentors to raise the 
level of your physical performance. 
Keep your eye on the ball. Practice 
pays off.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is an 8 — Have fun without 
taking expensive risks. Relax and 
savor simple pleasures like sunsets or 
grass on bare feet. Express romantic 
gestures and pass secret messages.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today is an 8 — Work out plans and 
budgets for domestic renovation. 
Imagine color schemes, storage and 
lighting solutions. Come up with 
simple ways to meet family needs.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is a 7 — Learn your subject by 
teaching it. Discover the solution to a 
puzzle. Articulate a simple, powerful 
message, and spread it far and wide.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Today is an 8 — Find a lucrative 
venture. Keep providing the valuable 
results that you’re known for. Grow 
your income through consistent 
positive performance. Your work is 
gaining attention.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 9 — Take charge of your 
own destiny. You’re ready to make 
positive improvements. Pursue a 
personal dream or ambition, one 
step at a time.

HOROSCOPES If August 28 is Your 
Birthday...

Domestic joys brighten this year. Apply disciplined routines for household 
thriving. Save for the unexpected. Winter obstacles to your educational journey 
motivate productivity with writing, publishing and creative projects. Polish, revise 
and edit next summer, before making a wonderful discovery. Home and family 
feed your heart.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(C)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

  
                    Deadlines

Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication
Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days

prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252
DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarketplace

Direct
Support

Professional
We are currently 

recruiting for motivated 
and enthusiastic 

individuals to work 
with residents with 

developmental disabilities 
of all ages!

A great opportunity for 
psychology and social 
work students! Various 

shifts available including 
PT and FT.

Pay up to $11/hr.
For more information click 

thru to http://jobs.rsi-nc.org.

Child Care WantedChild Care Wanted

SEEKING CHILDCARE Amazing family seeking fun, dependable “babysitter” to hang out with and 
support a great, artistic and funny 13 year old girl.  We’re looking to welcome an incredible person who 
can work 3-6(ish) every week day (Monday-Friday), and some additional days. Support with homework, 
driving, and some light housework appreciated. (734) 276-3883. sgoldin@Umich.edu

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
ARMADILLO GRILL IS NOW HIRING. Cashiers- Accurate, friendly cashiers to assist customers. Days/
Nights/Weekends  Line Cooks- Accurate, friendly, fast line cooks. Days/Nights/Weekends Apply at 120 E 
Main St, Carrboro

The Daily Tar HeelWORK FOR
We’re hiring: 
 - reporters  - videographers
 - photographers  - social media curators
 - editors   - designers
 - columnists  - editorial board writers

APPLY BY AUG. 28
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SPORTSFRIDAY
dailytarheel.com

Interested in working for DTH Sports? 
We’re currently hiring reporters for the desk.

Apply by Aug. 28 at 11:59 p.m. | http://bit.ly/dth20app
Questions? Email sports@dailytarheel.com

UNC football coach Mack Brown talks to Antoine Green (3) on Sept. 7, 2019.

Emily Thoreson
Staff Writer

Although UNC moved its classes 
online last week and rival N.C. State’s 
home-opener was recently pushed 
back two weeks, North Carolina 
football head coach Mack Brown 
said he still believes the 2020 season 
will happen. 

“I do think, from everything 
I’m hearing, I’m feeling more like 
we’re going to play right now than 
ever before,” Brown said in a press 
conference on Wednesday. 

Brown revealed that junior offensive 
lineman Billy Ross has decided not to 
play during the 2020 season and will 
graduate and transfer, making him the 
fifth Tar Heel football player to opt out 
of the upcoming season. 

“The way we understand the new 
(eligibility rule)...is that every player 
will get another year,” Brown said.

The Tar Heels had their first 
scrimmage of the season on Tuesday, 
and were able to get a taste of how 
differently game days will look this 
season. Brown said the team has 
done away with benches, instead 
opting for chairs so the players can 

socially distance.
Broader changes, like coaches and 

officials wearing masks the entire 
game, have been made. Players will 
be required to wear masks while on 
the sideline but can remove them 
once they return to the field. 

“It was new and different in 
that you have to think about what 
COVID’s going to do for a ball game,” 
Brown said. 

After  the practice  session, 
coaches went through the tape of 
the scrimmage to see if players were 
socially distancing themselves on 
the sideline. 

“A couple of times during the 
scrimmage, I have a mic on during 
the scrimmage, I said ‘Hey, get your 
mask up. Come on, man. This is what 
we’re doing,’” Brown said.

The players also got to experience 
what the atmosphere of the stadium 
could be like, as Brown said they are 
anticipating “very few or no” fans in 
the stands for UNC’s season-opener 
against Syracuse on Sept. 12. 

Brown a lso  addressed the 
concerns surrounding myocarditis, 
a condition linked to COVID-19 that 
impairs heart function.

“We’ve had our doctors and our 
trainers talk to our players at length, 
and we have one of the best screening 
processes for their heart if they have 
a positive,” Brown said.

But despite all of the uncertainty 
surrounding the season, Brown 
reaffirmed that he believes, now 
more than ever, the Tar Heels will be 
playing football this fall. 

“I don’t think anything is 100 
percent this year. 2020 is the year 
that everything that is 100 percent 
changes in about an hour and a half,” 
Brown said. “But I do think, right now, 
everybody is feeling comfortable, the 
most comfortable we’ve felt that we 
will have a football season this fall.”

sports@dailytarheel.com

Mack Brown confident in fall football

DTH FILE/SEMANUR KARAYAKA
UNC junior midfielder Eva Smolenaars (21) blocks Stanford player Fenella 
Scutt (5) from the ball on Friday, Nov. 15, 2019 in Karen Shelton Stadium. 

Andrew Reynolds
Staff Writer

With fall sports still uncertain 
due to the pandemic, it can be hard 
for athletes to look ahead — and 
especially hard to reflect on their 
time as Tar Heels.

But Eva Smolenaars, a two-time 
national champion with the North 
Carolina field hockey team, and 

Alex Milligan and Emmeline Fisher, 
both leaders on North Carolina cross 
country teams, shared how their 
time at UNC changed them and what 
they hope to leave behind.

Each of them spoke about how 
their work ethics paid off for them 
in their ascent to the top of their 
respective sports.

Milligan said the increased level of 
competition between high school and 

Trio of seniors reflect on athletic careers
college pushed him to work harder.

“Talent gets beat by people that 
work really hard and that’s definitely 
true at the college level,” Milligan said. 
“You can’t just rest on your laurels — 
you have to be driving the next day.”

On the field hockey team, 
Smolenaars was a key part of leading 
the Tar Heels to 46 consecutive wins 
over the last two years.

“What I always try to emphasize 
on with my younger teammates is 
that hard work, in my opinion, is the 
most important part because we’re a 
team and we count on each other,” 
Smolenaars said.

Fisher transferred from UNCW 
after the 2017 cross country season. 

“Here at UNC, everyone wants to 
be the absolute best that they can be, 
and so that’s just been the biggest 
thing for me,” Fisher said.

Each athlete said they wanted to 
be remembered for their hard work 
and being a team player, rather than 
individual achievements.

Milligan, who came to UNC in 
2016, said he believed both the 
men’s and women’s cross country 
programs made strides this year to 
be a future powerhouse in the ACC. 
He said he wants his legacy to be 
that of a leader who helped plant 
the seeds for future success.

“(I want to be) someone who 
helped drive the change and helped 
push this program to the next level 
where it looks like it’s going to be,” 
Milligan said.

Fisher said she wanted to serve as 
a beacon of hope for future runners 
that hard work can help an athlete 
achieve anything.

“I worked really hard and if you 
believe in yourself and want to be 
good you can get there,” Fisher said. 
“I think for me when I came in, I 
wasn’t a top runner when I came 
in, it took me awhile and I felt I 
definitely had to work really hard to 
get to where I’m at.”

Smolenaars said she wanted to be 
remembered for her selfless, team-
first mentality.

“I hope that they remember 
me as someone who was a leader 
on the field, but also was willing 
to dedicate extra time and effort 
for it and wants to become the 
best player possible,” Smolenaars 
said. “I think it’s important that 
my teammates feel like they can 
always come to me and know I’m a 
team player and that I will always 
be with them on the front line to 
work my ass off.”

sports@dailytarheel.com

Black athletes are more than entertainment

Covering 
sports 

without 
the games

The most common question I’ve 
been asked when I tell people I am 
the sports editor of The Daily Tar 
Heel is some variation on, “So… what 
are you going to write about?” It’s a 
good question, one we’re still trying 
to figure out. 

Writing game stories was far 
and away where we got most of our 
content on sports desk. Trying to 
figure out how to replace all those 
field hockey, volleyball, soccer and 
cross country stories — now that the 
fall Olympic Sports season has been 
reduced, if it isn’t outright moved or 
canceled later — has been difficult. 

Getting creative has been the 
name of the game — obviously the 
athletes are still around and football 
looks like it’s going to attempt to 
start its season in two weeks — but 
now has been the time for us to think 
about and cover athletics in a much 
larger sense. Already, we’ve started 
to direct our coverage into more 
of what I’ve been calling “reported 
news” stories: picking up the phone 
and calling people, just like our 
colleagues on the other DTH desks 
do, to talk about sports. 

In a town like Chapel Hill, 
what UNC does has ripple effects 
everywhere, including athletics. 
Already, we’ve spoken to local 
businesses about what the effects 
are going to be of not having the big 
game days for football on Saturdays. 
That’s a great example of the reach 
athletics has: people want to go to 
a bar with their friends to watch a 
football game, order a drink and 
some food and hang out for awhile. 

Now, when 1,000 people all want to 
do that at the same time, that’s a lot of 
money these restaurants are making 
and, importantly, plan on making 
every year. Take that money away, and 
what happens? Linda’s has already 
temporarily closed (be still, my aching 
heart), and a host of other restaurants 
shut their doors permanently. 

That’s going to be our primary 
focus this year, looking at what 
the ripples from the decisions 
made around athletics are going 
to be. Students relied on club and 
intramural sports for exercise and a 
sense of community. How are they 
doing now that those groups can’t 
practice anymore? 

A line a lot of people have been 
parroting, myself included, since 
the pandemic is that there are a 
lot more important things to be 
focusing on than sports right now. 
To quote Sean Doolittle, pitcher for 
the Nationals: “Sports are like the 
reward of a functioning society.” 
We’re nowhere near a functioning 
society, but the reality is that sports 
are really important to a lot of 
people. Potentially losing them, or 
even having them in some reduced 
capacity, is going to have some very 
serious real world effects. 

So how do we look for stories? We 
look for what’s being changed and we 
try to figure out who is being affected 
by that. We’re trying to think larger 
than just on-the-field exploits this year. 

If you have a story idea you’d like 
us to look into, please contact us at 
sports@dailytarheel.com.

I expected to watch the Milwaukee 
Bucks close out the Orlando Magic in 
Game 5 of their NBA playoffs series 
on Wednesday night. I expected to see 
the words “Black Lives Matter” run 
across my screen with the majority of 
the players donning messages on the 
backs of their jerseys.

Of course, none of that happened. 
But knowing what happened in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, on Aug. 23, 
there’s no way it could have. 

Jacob Blake, a 29-year-old Black 
man, was shot by police seven times 
and is now paralyzed from the waist 
down. It was reported that the Boston 

Celtics and Toronto Raptors discussed 
not playing in Game 1 of their series, 
but the Bucks took it upon themselves 
to make the first move.

From there, fans also saw boycotts 
from the WNBA, MLB and MLS. 
But what was telling about yesterday 
wasn’t just that we were devoid of 
sports for the night.

It wasn’t just that the games 
were postponed, but rather that the 
players decided what happened.

The owners and coaches sometimes 
support the players publicly, but 
historically, it has always been the 
players who speak out on their own.

When Muhammad Ali opted not 
to serve in the Vietnam War, he 
almost went to prison. When Craig 
Hodges went to the White House 
in the early 1990s with a letter that 
spoke to the racial discrimination 
Black people were facing, it cost 
him his NBA career. When Colin 

Kaepernick knelt during the national 
anthem in 2016, it cost him his NFL 
career. In none of these cases did the 
leagues or organizations that they 
played for endorse what they did.

C o n c e r n s  a b o u t  w h at  t h e 
next moves are speak to the role 
professional athletes have had over 
the years in promoting social justice. 
It means that the viewers are looking 
to them for guidance, even when 
they’re physically isolated from the 
rest of the country. They now have 
the United States’ attention and are 
making it known that what happens 
in the world around them is far more 
significant than the sport they play. 

When players in any professional 
league make unified decisions, as 
they did on Wednesday, it signals 
to everyone on the hierarchy of the 
league to pay attention.

While the NBA bubble has 
succeeded in avoiding positive 

COVID-19 cases, it hinders the 
mobility of the players to be physically 
present in protests as they had been 
prior to the NBA restart. With the 
spotlight back on them, NBA players 
have the opportunity to recapture the 
momentum they had this summer.

Being both Black and a sports 
journalist, I would love to have sports 
to write and talk about. But with the 
existing police brutality against Black 
people in the midst of a pandemic, 
there are more appropriate topics 
to discuss. Addressing the systemic 
racism in this country has a far 
greater importance than covering 
any UNC athletics program. 

The people on every roster have 
experiences beyond sports that can be 
utilized to create change. The rest of 
the sports world, including the media, 
must support them in doing so.

sports@dailytarheel.com

Jeremiah 
Holloway 
is a junior from 
Greensboro majoring 
in Journalism and 
senior writer for the 
sports desk.

Brian Keyes is 
a senior from 
Washington 
D.C. majoring in 
journalism and 
history.

DTH FILE/ALICIA ROBBINS


