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Chapel Hill 
takes sports
very seriously.

Whether you’re strolling down 
Franklin Street or driving out to 
Mapleview Farms, nothing beats 
summers in Chapel Hill.  Catch the 
Fourth of July fireworks in Kenan 
Stadium or head to the Eno River 
Festival. While local farmers 
markets take place year-round, 
the summer brings many more 
open-air markets and additional 
chances to shop. Concerts on the 
Southern Village Green are very 
popular among locals. 

The area in and around 
Franklin Street can get 
congested, but there are 
some occasions when you are 
better off avoiding downtown 
altogether. 

Spring graduation weekend 
Thousands of families flock to 

UNC to see their children and 
loved ones graduate. The result 
is absolute gridlock throughout 
downtown and campus.

Fallfest 
Right before the fall semester 

kicks off, UNC holds a campus-
wide event known as Fallfest. 
It entails food trucks, bouncy 
houses and thousands of 
students roaming the streets. 
Even if you the roads you are 
on stay open, you’re better off 
taking a detour. 

The Tuesday before 
Thanksgiving 

Of around UNC’s 30,000 
students, a great deal of them 
leave to their hometowns 
for Thanksgiving. The mass 
migration of students leaving 
creates a standstill from campus 
to the highway.

Game days
Many roads are closed to 

through traffic, and those that 
aren’t are packed. Try and avoid 
campus if you’re just driving 
through.  On the flip side, you 
can park on campus for free on 
weekends. 

Stick around for 
the summer.

Traffic gets crazy. 
Here’s when and 
how to avoid it.

Sometimes you 
(kind of) want to 
get out of town.

Pay attention to 
school breaks and 
holidays.

Whether or not you are a 
student, the area’s academic 
calendars can affect your 
Chapel Hill experience. Many 
restaurants and vendors operate 
on shorter hours or alter their 
schedules during major breaks. 

CHAPEL HILL

Lex Jin Coelho
Franklin Street is the center of most activity in downtown Chapel Hill.

“ ”
Learn the bus 
system.

Whether you’re a student or 
a townie, the Chapel Hill Transit 
bus system is a great way to 
navigate the town. Local routes 
are free and GoTriangle buses 
cost around $2 and can take you 
to Durham and Raleigh.   Use 
the NextBus app to time your 
rides with Chapel Hill Transit. 
The buses come with bike racks 
and are wheelchair accessible. 
Park and ride lots make it easy to 
travel within town. There are four 
park and ride lots:

Eubanks Road: On Eubanks Rd, 
1/2 mile west of MLK Jr Blvd NS 
Route: CRX (GoTriangle)

Jones Ferry: Just south of Old 
Fayetteville Rd and Jones Ferry 
Rd: CM Route, CW Route, 
JFX Route

Carrboro Plaza: Behind 
Carrboro Plaza at Hwy 54 and W 
Main: St CPX Route, CW Route

Southern Village: Just off 15-
501 South, NS Route, V Route

A townie’s guide to

While the hype of UNC 
basketball in undeniable, 
Chapel Hill rallies year-round for 
Tar Heel sports. Whether you’re 
headed to to Kenan Stadium 
in the fall for some football, or 
relaxing in Boshamer Stadium 
for nine innings in the Spring, 
you’re sure to have a good time. 

Fun fact: students get free 
admission to all sporting events 
except basketball. Non-students 
can attend most non-revenue 
sports for free, or get tickets 
through Goheels.com. Histor-
ically, field hockey and soccer 
teams are fantastic, raking in 
many national championships 
throughout the years. While the 
Tar Heels dominate Chapel Hill’s 
sports scene, tickets to the Car-
olina Hurricanes hockey games 
and Durham Bulls baseball are 
easy to come by.

Pay attention to when school is 
in or out of session.

When Franklin Street just isn’t 
cutting it, Chapel Hill, Carrboro 
and surrounding towns have 
plenty of hangouts that are more 
low-key. Head over to Weaver 
Street Market for a nice meal, 
or just sit outside and enjoy the 
atmosphere. Sometimes, they 
have live music! If you feel like 
heading the opposite direction, 
check out University Mall. 

In addition to the shops and 
restaurants, you can relax and 
see a movie at Silverspot Cine-
mas. If you head out to Hillsbor-
ough, go for a stroll on the Riv-
erwalk or check out the Chelsea 
Theatre and great restaurants in 
the Timberlyne shopping center. 

Growing up in Chapel Hill was so different than 
going to UNC. There is close to no overlap, since 

as a townie we seldom went to Franklin Street 
since it was packed with students. Then, as a 

student, I don’t go anywhere else in Chapel Hill 
as often because it’s a pain to get to.

— Matt Carson, Chapel Hill native 
and UNC undergraduate
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Quality Selection

Quality Service

Over 30 years 
experience

919.401.9300
LOUISEBECKPROPERTIES.COM

Why LBP?

There’s no shortage of 
events, but some are 
better than others

“ ”
Chapel Hill is a great community to 
be apart of and works as a nest for 

raising children.

Lex Jin Coelho

Townies top picks include:

Carrboro Music Festival:  The 
two-day festival is held in early 
Fall. The shows take place in 
multiple spots throughout 
Carrboro, including Carrboro 
Town Commons and Cats 
Cradle. Some events are 
ticketed and some are free.

Orange County Artist Guild’s 
Open Studio Tour: In the fall, 
many local artists open their 
studios to the public to come 
and explore their
 work and craft.

Festifall Arts Festival: More 
than 100 artists flock to Franklin 
Street to show 
off their pieces

Eno River Festival: This festival, 
known for music and crafts, 
takes place in Durham City Park 
the first week of July.

100 Saluda Ct, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
919-960-8298

thepointeatchapelhill.com

SAVE ON A
NEW APARTMENT

LUXURY 

LIVING NEAR 

UNC

— Thipparat Suwanmanee, 
research assistant at UNC
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Lex Jin Coelho

When it comes to coffee, Chapel 
Hill has no shortage of ways to get 
your fix. Whether you’re looking 
for a quick cup to-go or a place to 
camp out for the day, we’ve got 
you covered.

Top study spot: 
Open Eye Cafe
101 S. Greensboro St., Carrboro

www.openeyecafe.com

Located in Carrboro, Open Eye 
Cafe has a large, open layout with 
plenty of tables. If you are looking 
for a coffee shop to study solo or 
catch up on some work, it’s a no 

brainer. The wifi is reliable and 
the tables are large. During finals 
week, make sure to arrive early in 

order to secure a table.

Best place to grind:
 Joe Van Gogh

4711 Hope Valley Road, Durham
1129 Weaver Dairy Rd AD, 

Chapel Hill
www.joevangogh.com

With two locations in the 
Chapel Hill vicinity, Joe Van Gogh 

is the perfect go-to spot when you 
have work that needs to get done. 

It’s a popular workplace for grad 
students and young professionals. 

The buzzing energy is sure to 
keep you motivated.

Best spot for a 
meeting:

 Coco Bean Cafe 
1114 Environ Way, Chapel Hill

www.cocobeancoffeeshop.com

This spot is a little removed 
from campus, right on N.C. 54, 

separating it from the buzz of 
Franklin Street. It is a nice, quiet 

spot to meet up for one-on-one or 
small group meetings. If you are 

looking to gather a larger group, 
stop in or go online to reserve 

one of their two conference 
rooms. 

Family friendly:
 Johnny’s Gone 

Fishing
901 W. Main St., Carrboro

www.johnnysgonefishing.com

If you’re looking for a coffee 
shop that kids will love just 

as much as adults, check out 
Johnny’s Gone Fishing in 

Carrboro. The menu is extensive, 
so even the pickiest eaters will 
find something they love. Also, 

there is plenty of outdoor seating 
and places to run around, so you 
can relax while the kids have fun

For the coffee snob: 
Perennial

403 W. Franklin St., Chapel Hill
www.perennial.cafe 

Located conveniently on 
West Franklin Street, Perennial 

is a small spot perfect for more 
sophisticated drinkers. At 

Perennial, you can keep it simple 
with an espresso, or branch out 
to try more unique beverages. 
Be aware, they don’t take cash, 

so make sure to bring your card 
when you drop in.

Best first date spot:  
Caffé Driade

1215-A E. Franklin St., Chapel Hill, NC 
www.caffedriade.com 

In an almost hidden spot 
behind East Franklin Street, Caffé 

Driade is very easy to miss. This 
hideaway is a great spot to meet 

a friend or first date. The outdoor 
seating backs up to Bolin Creek, 
boasting beautiful natural views 
that will make you forget you’re 

right in Chapel Hill. Plus, the 
coffee is great, too.

When you need 
more than coffee: 

Namu 
5420 Durham-Chapel Hill Blvd,

 Durham
www.namudurham.com 

If coffee is calling your name, 
but you can’t shake the grumbling 

in your stomach, head over to 
Namu. They have a full menu, 

plus alcohol, in addition to their 
coffee. Whether you want to stay 
inside and study, or head to the 

courtyard and relax, you’re sure to 
fund your spot.

Lindsey Moureau

Matilda Marshall

COFFEECRAVINGS
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Alert  Carolina
A texting-and-emailing system used 
by the University to provide infor-
mation during emergencies. Guar-
anteed to have at least one spelling 
or grammar error and to arrive 20 
minutes after the emergency has 
passed.

noun//

noun//

Big Frat Court and 
Little Frat Court
Located on North Columbia Street, 
Big Frat Court consists of five 
different fraternities, while Little 
Frat Court is off of West Cameron 
Avenue and is composed of three 
different fraternities. *insert your 
own favorite joke about frats and 
short shorts/drinking/partying/
questionable behavior here*

noun//Blue Hill District
The new name for the area between 
downtown and Durham along East 
Franklin and Fordham Blvd. Home 
to the Whole Foods, Trader Joes and 
lots of great places to eat.

noun//The Blue Zone
The new name for the area between 
downtown and Durham along East 
Franklin and Fordham Blvd. Home 
to the Whole Foods, Trader Joes and 
lots of great places to eat.

noun//Fetzer
The name of the soccer field … and 
the track … and a gym located on 
South Road.

Cat’s Cradle
Carrboro music venue that has seen 
acts like Mac Miller, Waka Flocka 
Flame, Phantogram and Flying 
Lotus come in the past couple of 
years. Your dad saw R.E.M. play here 
in 1982. #timeless

noun//

Dook
A “university” located roughly eight 
miles from UNC — yes, this is the 
proper spelling, why do you ask?

noun//

DPS
Acronym for the Department of 
Public Safety, the on-campus police 
force. The reason why parking on 
campus illegally will cost you — and 
this is a rough estimate — a kajillion 
dollars. 

acronym//

DTH
Acronym for The Daily Tar Heel, 
the award-winning, student-run 
newspaper of UNC. Not to brag, but 
we have been around longer than 
sliced bread. We’re in print three 
days per week, and online every day.

acronym//

E-haus
 Nickname for Ehringhaus 
Residence Hall, which is mostly 
filled with first-year students. The “E” 
is necessary to differentiate between 
a “haus party” and a “house party.”

acronym//

Carrboro
Small town adjacent to Chapel Hill. 
Just keep driving west on Franklin 
Street and you’ll know when you 
arrive at Chapel Hill’s earthy 
stepbrother. No shoes required.

noun//

GDTBATH
Acronym for “great day to be a Tar 
Heel.” It took all of us a long time to 
realize this hashtag has nothing to 
do with bathing, so we thought we’d 
spare you the confusion.

phrase//

Heel Yeah
A self-explanatory term, but a fun 
and spunky phrase for you to add to 
your vocabulary. 

phrase//

He’s Not
One of the most popular bars in 
Chapel Hill. He’s Not Here is a fan 
favorite due to their famous Blue 
Cups, your new formal china.

noun//

TOPO
Pronounced TOP-OH. This refers to 
the popular date spot and bar, Top of 
the Hill, which overlooks Franklin 
Street. Don’t be the guy who brings 
a girl to TOPO on Valentine’s Day 
without a reservation unless you 
REALLY want to get to know her.

noun//

LDOC
Acronym for “Last Day Of Classes.” 
Pronounced “El-Dock.” The day of 
the year when everyone loses their 
collective shit. People drink wine on 
the quad. 

acronym//

Loudermilk
The subsection of the football 
stadium dedicated to 
student-athletes. Formally known 
as the Loudermilk Center for 
Excellence, this is where athletes 
have workouts, tutoring, meetings 
and paper classes. You will never set 
foot inside this place.

noun//

The Varsity
A movie theater on Franklin Street; 
shockingly, no one has opened a cart 
selling DVDs in front of the theater 
called JV.

noun//

P2P
Point-to-Point, the transportation 
system famous for the nighttime 
express bus that runs from 7 p.m. 
to 3 a.m. Lacks a normal bus’ 
understanding of how full is too full. 
The drivers are incredibly chill, play 
loud music and have a handy supply 
of puke bags.

noun//

PID
Acronym for “Personal Identification 
Number.” A nine-digit number that 
UNC has boiled you down to. It’s 
worth memorizing. Look down, 
24601.

noun//

Rameses
The UNC team mascot is the ram. 
This could be in reference to either 
the rather live ram that attends 
football games, or the student in the 
ram mascot suit that is usually better 
potty-trained than the former.

noun//

Rushing Franklin
The most intense form of jaywalking 
known to man; a tradition in which 
thousands of students sprint to 
Franklin Street to celebrate only the 
most important sports victories.

noun//

Tar Heel
Nickname associated with the state 
of North Carolina and particularly 
its flagship public university. Note 
how many words are in the phrase 
“Tar Heel.” HINT: Two.

noun//

LOCATE
LINGO

Onyen
The identifier each person receives 
for all logging-in purposes. The 
number of times UNC requires 
you to change your password will 
probably bring tears to your eyes.

noun//

PID
Acronym for “Personal Identification 
Number.” A nine-digit number that 
UNC has boiled you down to. 
It’s worth memorizing. 
Look down, 24601.

noun//

Rameses  Jr.
Rameses’ brother? His nephew? The 
lovechild of Rameses (mascot) and 
Rameses (ram)? 
Only God and Bubba Cunningham 
know the truth...

noun//

 Nothing says you’re new to town like 
pronouncing a well-known building incorrectly 
(we’re looking at you, Dey Hall). 
Luckily for you, The Daily Tar Heel has hooked 
you up with a reliable lingo guide you can use to 
talk like a local.

Dean Dome
Nickname for the Dean E. Smith 
Center, home of the best men’s 
college basketball team in the 
country. Named after legend Coach 
Dean E. Smith.

noun//

Hanes Hall vs. 
Hanes Art Center
Another common mix-up because 
they have the SAME NAME. 
Hanes Art Center is near Franklin 
Street, while Hanes Hall is right 
off the lower quad. Confusing the 
two could be the difference between 
sweat stains and a clean shirt.

noun//

The Pit
Area of campus between Lenoir 
Dining Hall, the Student Stores 
and the Union where students talk, 
demonstrate, volunteer, advertise, etc. 

noun//

REMINGTON
The incredibly good boy who works 
as a therapy dog for the UNC 
Diamond Heels baseball team. His 
name is always spelled in all caps like 
that because he is Very Important (or 
so we have gathered).

noun//

The Weave
Short for Weaver Street Market, 
the local co-op with locations 
in Carrboro and Hillsborough. 
Get your fill of organic and local 
groceries to take home, but the 
real gem is the cafeteria and the 
Carrboro lawn.

noun//
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Locate: What’s one thing you 
want people in Chapel Hill to 
know when they call a Lyft or 
Uber?

Wynn: When using Lyft, if you 
turn on location services the driver 
can see the actual location of your 
phone, not just the pickup spot. 
In apartment complexes, that can 
be the difference between finding 
you or not. I always recommend 
texting the driver with building 
letter or number where you’ll be 
while they’re on the way. 

Calling can be distracting for 
a driver while they’re en route, 
but a text is something they can 
check at the next stop light on 
their way over. Of course, if your 
driver has supposedly arrived, 
but they’re not there, give them 
a call. 

Some drivers will leave after two 
seconds, but I always stay until I 
feel like I absolutely cannot find 
you. If the driver doesn’t make 
an effort to find you, absolutely 
get in touch with the service, 
whether it’s Uber or Lyft. Don’t let 
that charge sit there because the 
driver didn’t wait for you. 

Locate: What’s your advice 
for getting to Raleigh-Durham 
International Airport?

Wynn: For young professionals 
who are headed to the airport, it 

can be difficult to get an Uber or 
Lyft very early in the morning. A lot 
of times I’m the only one out there 
from 3 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. because 
most drivers doing the bar crowd 
will go home after 2:30 a.m. 
Even if there are multiple drivers 
out, most will not drive 15 or 20 
minutes away to pick up a ride. 

If you have somewhere important 
that you need to be at a certain 
time – it might be better to call a 
cab. Scheduled rides don’t start 
until 5 a.m. and a lot of times I 
won’t accept a scheduled ride 
because I don’t know where I’m 
going to be driving a few hours 
in advance. My tip for scheduled 
rides is to increase the window 
of time for pick up to 30 minutes. 
That allows more time for a driver 
to come get you and make it 
more likely you’ll find someone 
early in the morning. 

I’ve heard that an alternate 
choice to scheduled rides is 
County Cab Company. Getting 
to RDU usually takes about 
25 minutes from campus, but 
anybody leaving from campus or 
Carrboro should allow an hour 
and a half before their flight. 
During rush hour, it can take 
longer than that. 

Locate: What’s something that 
frustrates you as a driver?

Wynn: One of my biggest 

DTH File Photo

WHAT YOUR UBER 
DRIVER WANTS 
YOU TO KNOW

bugaboos is when I get a request 
that’s 15 minutes away, and when I 
get there, they’re still getting ready 
and I have to sit and wait another 
5 minutes. Please be aware that 
these drivers are volunteers that 
are working off your schedule 
so be kind! And I could care less 
about tips. I absolutely appreciate 
them, but I never expect any ride 
to come with tips. 

Locate: Any secret shortcuts for 
getting around town?

Wynn: A lot of people don’t 
know that you can go through 
South Campus from Highway 
54 to get to Carrboro. Taking 
Cameron Avenue and South 
Road can save some time except 
during class changes. I always 
recommend allowing extra time 
during class changes because 
you can be stuck waiting at a 
crosswalk for a while. The traffic 
guards at both crossings on South 
Road have helped immensely 
with that. Also don’t forget that 
there’s a nice cut-through using 
Stadium Drive to get straight to 
Ridge Road quicker. 

Locate: How do I avoid rush 

hour traffic in Chapel Hill?

Wynn: I always have a number 
of backroad ideas. I listen to 
WCHL radio for their traffic 
reports and change my routes 
in accordance. I hate I-40, 
especially during rush hour and 
15-501 between Chapel Hill and 
Durham can be a real nightmare, 
so I try to avoid that too. 

Locate: Do you have any funny 
stories about the people you’ve 
driven?

Wynn: Oh, yes, so many. My 
favorite is when I picked up a 
young male Duke student on 
campus going to a Prohibition-
themed party at a fraternity. He 
was wearing a shiny tuxedo coat 
with white lapels, a big old fat 
hand-tied bow tie and black 
shiny shoes. He opened the door 
to get in and I think I got high off 
the smell. I had to ask, so I said, 
“So no pants, huh?” 

“Oh, I think I left them in the frat 
house,“ he replied.

I will say that I’ve never lost track 
of my pants on a night out.  

Stacy “Staceman” Wynn is a true Chapel Hill native. His parents 
were professors at UNC-Chapel Hill and he attended Chapel Hill 
High School.

He worked at The Daily Tar Heel for 30 years, doing everything 
from paste up to delivering the paper. 

Three years ago, he started driving for Uber and Lyft after real-
izing he could turn his love for driving into some extra cash. He 
started out driving the bar crowd “to atone for the sins of youth,” 
but now he drives from 3 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. going to and from the 
airport. His long history in Chapel Hill now lends itself to outsmart-
ing traffic and giving visitors the scoop on his hometown. 

Locate’s Ashley Peterson spoke with Wynn to learn how he gets 
around the Chapel Hill area. 
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Housing
This neighborhood is a 
mix of single family homes 
and apartment and condo 
complexes: Lark, Mill 
Creek, Bolinwood Condos, 
Shadowood, Stratford Hills, 
Chapel Ridge, Chapel View and 
more.

Housing
Both apartments or condos and 
detached homes are available in 
this neighborhood. 
Housing in this area is more 
affordable and HOAs are usually 
low or none at all. 
Attracts students, working 
families and young professionals 
Some popular neighborhoods 
include: Briar Cliff, Colony 
Woods, Ridgefield, The Oaks
Price point: 900 sq. ft. condo for 
$97,000 to 1700 sq. ft. condo for 
$275,000
Detached homes usually sell for 
$300,000 to $500,000

Recreation & Entertainment

Umstead Park (399 Umstead 
Drive Chapel Hill, NC 27517) 

Bolin Creek Trail

Carolina North Forest

Homestead Park

Recreation & Entertainment
Community Center Park, near 
University Place, has many 
amenities. From an indoor 
swimming pool to playground to 
walking trails, this park has it all. 
Chapel Hill Public Library
Pritchard Park, trails, located on 
the library land, part of initiative 
to explore more
Burlington Park is perfect for 
anyone in the neighborhood, 
with playground equipment and 
a picnic area. 

MLK Corridor Ephesus/Blue Hill
“A residential community that 
offers a quick commute up to 

downtown”

“An established 
neighborhood that is growing 

to include students”

Housing

Mostly apartments with some 
houses on the side streets

Apartments range from $1,100 
for a studio at Carolina Square 
to $1,950 for a 4BR/4BA at 
Stonecrop Apartments

Housing
Lots of nicely finished 
basements in single family 
detached homes that attract 
graduate students. 
It can be hard to find housing 
in this area because residents 
tend to stay for a while. Only 17 
homes were closed on in the last 
16 months.
Price point: 1700 sq. ft. home 
sold for $275,000 while a 5700 
sq. ft. home sold for $1.1 million.
Townhouses and condos are 
also popular in this area, selling 
for about $600,000

Recreation & Entertainment

Wallace Plaza (150 E. Rosemary 
St. Chapel Hill, NC 27514) is an 
urban plaza atop the Wallace 
parking deck that is available 
for a variety of events and 
programs.
You can also catch a movie at 
the Varsity Theater, or see a 
show at CURRENT Art Space.

Recreation & Entertainment

The UNC Wellness Center, a top-
notch fitness center, is located 
behind Meadowmont Village

The Friday Center is UNC-
Chapel Hill’s center for 
continuing education. It offering 
seminars, workshops, a part-time 
for credit education program, 
this center is an extension of 
UNC. 

Downtown Meadowmont/54
“An established town meets 
UNC-CH campus creating a 

unique Southern college town”

“A cult favorite neighborhood, 
this community attracts both 
alumni and current students”

Shopping

The Timberlyne and Chapel 
Hill North shopping centers 
are the place to head. For 
groceries, there’s the Food Lion 
in Timberlyne and the Harris 
Teeter in Chapel Hill North. You 
can catch an independent film 
at the Chelsea Theatre or more 
mainstream fare at the Regal 
Cinemas Timberlyne 6.

Popular restaurants include 
Margaret’s Cantina, Sage, The 
Root Cellar, Lucha Tigre and The 
Pig. 

Shopping
University Place is easily 
accessible by walking and 
features a luxury movie theater, 
Silverspot, and multiple 
restaurants. 
East Gate shopping center is 
frequented often for the Trader 
Joe’s and Whole Foods. Chopt 
and Chipotle are both popular 
destinations in this area, while 
Monterrey Mexican Restaurant is 
a local favorite. 

Shopping

Hit up Target for groceries.

Plenty of restaurant options line 
Franklin Street, ranging from 
chains to local classics like Top 
of the Hill and Suttons.

Shopping
Meadowmont Village is similar 
to a town square with a wide 
range of shops and restaurants 
that are all easily walkable. With 
a Harris Teeter, Orange Theory, 
and Brixx pizza nearby, it’s easy 
to get any errand taken care of 
quickly.

Commute
 Accessible by bus, the N and A 
run along Estes Park Dr. while 
NU, T, G, and NS run down MLK.

 About a 15 or 20 min bus ride 
to downtown.

Can be a longish walk 
depending on where you live 
but sidewalks are reliable.

MLK is bike friendly with bike 
lanes, but side streets often not.

Commute
Easier commute to Durham or 
Duke by taking either 15-501 or 
backroads
Quick 10 minute drive into 
campus or UNC hospitals
Chapel Hill transit has a few 
routes that run down to East 
Gate shopping center and back. 

Commute
Very walkable — only takes 15 
minutes to walk from one end of 
Franklin to the next.

Great bus routes, the U and RU 
circle campus reliably and for 
free! 

Approx. distance to campus is 
a 5 to 10 min walk depending 
on where you want to go on 
campus.

Not many places to park, esp for 
free.

Commuting by bike is doable 
with plenty of bike racks and 
bike lanes, but steady traffic can 
be a deterrent.

Commute
Right off I-40, this neighborhood 
cuts down the commute time to 
either Raleigh or into campus. 

Chapel Hill transit is free and 
the V bus route runs through 
Meadowmont and Southern 
Village. GoTriangle also 
operates buses that run from 
campus to Meadowmont and 
back for an inexpensive ticket.
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There’s no doubt that Chapel Hill is a college town. Tar heel fans from all over the state bring traffic to a stall during basketball season, 
and students overflow onto Franklin Street after running from the Dean Dome every March. Cult favorite restaurants and bars line the 
streets of downtown, frequented by students and townies alike. A renowned public university — UNC-Chapel Hill is a major research 
institution and hosts UNC hospitals on South campus. 

Students, staff, faculty and alumni are usually drawn to Chapel Hill for the professional or academic opportunities, but many stick 
around for years to come. Commuting is common and it’s likely you’ll find someone with a UNC connection, even down the road 
toward Duke. Chapel Hill is a small town, but neighborhoods have a strong community aspect and attract different folks.

Locate writer Ashley Peterson, chatted with Ryan Euliss, a realtor who works all over the Triangle, to learn more about the special feel of 
each neighborhood across Chapel Hill. 

Housing
Condos and attached homes are 
popular in this area. 
Most homes in this area are 
below $400,000
Hope Valley Country Club 
homes are more luxurious mixed 
with more affordable ranch style 
homes 
The age range and 
demographic diversity in this 
area is wide; most residents are 
concerned with being close to 
both Chapel Hill and Durham, 
The tax rate is a bit lower here 
and you generally get a bit more 
house for your money.

Housing
Carrboro appeals to graduate 
students, and the demographics 
skew younger.
Students will often split rent 
between a few people in a 
ranch-style home in Carrboro. 
While the tax rate in Carrboro 
is higher than any other 
neighborhood, HOA fees are 
minimal. 
Price point: $200,000 to 
$500,000 for detached homes

Housing
Major neighborhoods include 
Chatham Park, Briar Chapel, 
Governor’s Club and Farrington 
Village 
Located in Chatham county, 
homeowners pay about half 
the taxes that Orange county 
residents do
From big estates to townhouses, 
Southern Village and the 
surrounding area has it all 
Attracts young professionals 
as well as older faculty and 
administration 
Price point: 1,000 sq. ft. single 
family detached home sold for 
$175,000 while a 7000 sq. ft. 
one sold for $1.3 million

Recreation & Entertainment
Sandy Creek Trail, part of the 
New Hope Creek Greenway is 
a 0.75 trail perfect for a scenic 
afternoon walk. 
For mountain bikers, Solite 
Park offers a pump track, a 
type of off-road terrain track 
with banked turns, as well as 
an entrance to trails and a 
greenway. It also has a volleyball 
court. 
Southern Boundaries park also 
has several facilities, including 
tennis and basketball courts and 
a baseball/softball field.

Recreation & Entertainment
Cat’s Cradle hosts local and 
touring artists in an intimate 
venue space. 
Baldwin Park is a larger park with 
playground equipment as well a 
community garden. 
Residents recommend the 
Carrboro Farmers’ Market for 
fresh produce and handmade 
snacks or crafts. 

Recreation & Entertainment
Carolina Basketball museum 
is located on the south end of 
campus
Southern Community Park is a 
large park complete with athletic 
fields, basketball and disc golf 
courses, a playground and a 
walking trail. 
Catch a movie at Lumina 
Theater!

Hope Valley CarrboroSouthern Village
“On the outskirts of Durham; 
this neighborhood is smack 

dab in the middle of the 
Carolina-Duke rivalry”

“A quirky, hip town that is 
closely intertwined with UNC.“ 

“Previously a rural community 
Southern Village is quickly 

becoming a residential 
destination”

Shopping
Patterson Place and New Hope 
Commons are two shopping 
centers with a range of local and 
chain restaurants and shopping 
options. Namu, a Korean 
restaurant and coffee shop, is a 
cult favorite. 

Shopping
Coffee shops abound in 
Carrboro: some favorites include 
Looking Glass Cafe and Open 
Eye Cafe
Filled with unique, local 
restaurants, Carrboro appeals 
to all tastes. Spotted Dog offers 
vegetarian and vegan dishes, 
while Elmo’s serves up American 
food in a diner style atmosphere. 
Weaver Street Market is a local 
staple for natural, sustainable, 
and healthy foods at affordable 
prices. 

Shopping
Grab lunch at Pazzo! or Capp’s 
Pizzeria in Southern Village. For 
your sweet tooth and caffeine 
fix, try La Vita Dolce for coffee 
and gelato.

You can catch a movie at the 
Lumina Theater, and in warm 
months, Southern Village hosts 
movies on the Lawn.

Shopping
Shopping and dining is a 
walkable experience in South 
Durham. With The Streets 
at Southpoint, Southpoint 
Crossing, and other shopping 
and dining centers located 
directly across from apartment 
complexes, it’s easy to grab 
a bite to eat and do some 
shopping without fighting traffic. 
The area is expanding rapidly, 
so keep an eye out for new 
businesses as new construction 
brings in more residents. 

Housing

Most of the properties sold here 
are for residents planning to 
commute to UNC, said Euliss. 
Duke is also a major draw, 
bringing an influx of money to 
the area.  
Older condos will sell for about 
$200,000. New condos are 
being built that will sell for about 
$400,000 to $500,000. 

Recreation & Entertainment
The American Tobacco Trail 
runs parallel to Fayetteville 
Road, providing a pleasant way 
to avoid traffic for cyclists and 
pedestrians. 
Piney Wood Park is tucked 
behind Piney Wood Townhomes, 
a quick escape to bring kids 
to or just play a quick game of 
basketball. 

Durham
“A vibrant, young community, 

this neighborhood is 
changing from a rural 

landscape to a hoppin post 
grad paradise.”Commute

This neighborhood is incredibly 
central, with a quick commute to 
RTP, Duke or UNC. 
This area requires driving almost 
everywhere; GoTriangle bus 
routes are about an hour to 
campus 
The drive into UNC is about 25 
minutes with traffic, and back 
roads, like Garrett Rd. can cut 
down on some time

Commute
Carrboro is walkable, with 
businesses close to residential 
areas. Getting to campus or 
UNC hospitals is an easy bike 
ride or bus trip away. Carrboro’s 
Main Street turns into Franklin 
Street, providing easy access to 
downtown. 
Libba Cotten Bikeway connects 
Roberson Street to S Merritt Mill 
Road, making it easier for cyclers 
to bypass some traffic on the 
way into downtown. 

Commute
Much quicker commute by car 
because there’s no I-40 traffic 
Take South 15-501
Large amount of growth in this 
area

Commute

The Southpoint area is a 25 
minute drive or bus ride into 
campus. 
GoTriangle operates routes 
that run back and forth from 
The Streets at Southpoint for an 
inexpensive $2.25 a ticket.
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Wake up to 
breaking news, 

happening events
 and a bit of daily humor

Delivered right to your inbox
 every school day!

Sign up at dailytarheel.com

• 1, 2, 3 & 4 Bedroom Apartments
• Rent includes FREE WIFI and Parking
• Less than a mile to UNC and Downtown

Within walking distance of UNC and downtown Chapel Hill.  

Renovated apartments offer beautiful new kitchens with 

black appliances.  With 13 floor plans to choose from, you are sure 

to find just what works for you.  There’s ample parking just steps 

from your door.  Stratford Hills is bordered by Bolin Creek and miles 

of nature trails to enjoy.  Residents can also enjoy the on-site fitness 

center and the pool during the summer.

700 Bolinwood Dr.,  Chapel Hill, NC  
(919) 929-3015

stratfordhillsapts.com

Stratford Hills and
Stratford Apartments

GET OUT & ABOUT
Group and Community Training

http://www.fleetfeetcarrboro.com/running-groups 
If you’re local to Chapel Hill or 
Carrboro, Fleet Feet’s Running 
Club is a great way to meet 
new people and exercise with 
a group. Whether you’re just 
starting out, or training for a 
distance race, Fleet Feet has 
multiple different groups where 
you’re sure to find your niche. 
Different programs meet on 
different days, but they all meet 
at Fleet Feet’s Carrboro location.

Local Parks and Trails
Battle Park
If you live or work near the UNC 
campus, Battle Park is the best 
way to experience nature without 
treading too far. The park, which 
contains UNC’s famous Forest 
Theater, borders Country Club 
Road and features many different 
trails and scenic spots.

The area is very popular for 5ks 
and is part of the main 5k route 
around campus.

American Tobacco Trail
One of the most famous paths 
in the Triangle, the American 
Tobacco Trail is consists of over 
22 miles of trail and stretches 
through Durham, Chatham and 
Wake Counties. 

Want to tire out your dog? These 
trails are a great option for that.

If you crave the beach without 
the drive, head to Jordan lake. 
Hang out on the sand or wade 
into the water and swim.

Local Tip: The State Recreation 
Area is the best spot to kick 
back. You can reserve a 
campsite or picnic shelter. 

On the Water

Come to the quarry to check out 
the cliff jumping if you’re looking 
for an adventure. If you’re 
looking for something low key, 
you can wade in or hang out on 
the rocks to hang out. 

The river is a great spot for a 
picnic or just a chill afternoon 
getaway. Be aware, it takes a 
walk through the woods to arrive 
at the quarry.

Eno River State Park

Jordan Lake
http://teamancipation.org/
Teamancipation is a local riding 
group for female bikers. The 
group rides on Thursdays and 
splits into two different intensity 
levels: social (10-15 mile ride) 
and intermediate (18-25 miles). 
There are also free clinics to help 
riders improve on their skills.

Teamancipation

http://torc-nc.org/
Triangle Off Road Cyclist’s is 
a cohort of mountain bikers 
committed to responsible riding 
while preserving natural trails. 
They have group rides nearly 
year-round in addition to trail 
workdays. The organization 
has strong ties to local Parks 
and Recreation departments 
and often volunteers to help 
preserve trails.

Triangle Off Road CyclistsFleet Feet Running Club



Locate  |  11 

LOCATE

For those that have their own 
vehicle, driving can be one of the 
more convenient commutes to 
Chapel Hill. If you have a parking 
permit.

For those without, parking is 
more of a challenge. The more 
you know about driving and 
parking in Chapel Hill, the better 
your chances in finding a spot. 

“I normally drive because I’ve 
missed the bus or have to get 
to class before my next bus 
comes,” said MPA student Sydney 
Lawrence, 22. 

“I try to ride the bus as much 
as possible but sometimes it is 
running behind or it is just more 
convenient to drive my car,” 
Lawrence said.

Being a university town, Chapel 
Hill can experience rush hour 
toward the start and end of class 
days. Monday through Friday, 
the biggest congestion can be 
expected mid-morning–10 a.m. 
to 11 a.m.–and around lunch 
hour–12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 

“I find the most traffic pretty 
much anywhere on campus 

at 8 a.m. and between 4 - 6 
p.m,” Lawrence said. “Also, 
class changes produce a lot of 
traffic around the pedestrian 
areas; South Road, Franklin, and 
Cameron are where I see traffic 
the most but will be lightest 
around 10 a.m. on all of the main 
roads.”

If you are coming in from 
Chatham County, Hillsborough or 
Durham, rush hour starts earlier, 
and ends later.

If you’re planning to drive to 
Chapel Hill or UNC’s campus,a 
parking permit will most likely be 
needed. 

You can purchase a parking 
pass for the town-owned lots, 
but the wait list is pretty long 
– get on it in advance if you 
can at parkonthehill.com. In 
the meantime, daily parking 
is available at parking meters 
and on the ParkMobile app for 
around $1 to $1.50 an hour.

The town of Chapel Hill uses 
the mobile app, ParkMobile, to 
help with parking on-the-go. 
Through the app, you can prepay, 

view what parking spots are 
available, choose your parking 
time and even opt into alerts 
when your meter is about to run 
out. 

The app is free of charge and 
can be found on the App Store 
or Google Play. But be cautious: 
If you want to avoid service 
charges, use the meters, because 
the app does charge a small 
fee per transaction. If you’re in 
a hurry, though, the app is the 
better bet.

“I use the metered parking and 
the Parkmobile app,” Lawrence 
said. “It is extremely convenient 
because the meters never seem 
to be working and take forever.”

And don’t forget – parking in 

Chapel Hill town-owned lots is 
free on holidays, weekends and 
after 8 p.m. Extra charges might 
apply for football home games. 

If you’re wanting a parking 
space on campus, there are 
10 parking lots available for 
annual passes. Through a lottery 
system, around 800 spots are 
available for graduate students 
in the College of Arts and 
Sciences.

If you are a student 
concentrating in medicine, law or 
business, there are other options 
to keep you closer to your school. 

Read the article on page 16 
for more information about 
sustainable transportation 
practices at UNC.

COMMUTING 
With thousands working, learning and living in Chapel Hill, resources to commute in and out of town are plentiful, but can be 
a headache to figure out. 
Especially if you are new to the area, getting a good grasp of how to get to your destination on time and on budget can be 
overwhelming. Limited parking, busy traffic and at times unpredictable bus lines can make anyone frustrated, but it is not 
impossible to to grasp. From driving to biking, everything you need to know about navigating in and around Chapel Hill can 
be found here.

Driving & Parking

Decks, Meters & More
Price Per HourLot/ Meter Hours

Off Street Meter
12-hour maximum
Monday - Saturday
8 a.m. - 8 p.m

$1.50

On Street Meter $1.75
3-hour maximum
Monday - Saturday
8 a.m. - 6 p.m

140 West Garage 
12-hour maximum
Monday - Saturday
8 a.m. - 8 p.m

$1.00

Rosemary Deck
12-hour maximum
Monday - Saturday
8 a.m. - 8 p.m

$1.00

12-hour maximum
Monday - Saturday
8 a.m. - 8 p.m

Wallace Deck $1.00

CONSPROS

Must know your parking deck 
location code, which isn’t 
always easy to find

Add additional time from your 
mobile device when needed

Small service fee for each 
transaction

See what parking spots are 
available beforehand

To get additional benefits, 
ParkmobilePro will cost $0.99/
month

Reserve parking

Parkmobile App Pros & Cons

If found to not pay one’s permit fee by the designated date, or 
incorrectly claim resident or class status, students will be asked to 
forfeit their permit.

Registration will take place between June and July prior to the 
academic year.

Students will register for parking based on resident status and class 
year.

Parking Lottery Guidelines
For more information on receiving a parking pass for the academic 
year, go to move.unedu/parking. 

By Martha Bennett



12  |  January 2019   

LOCATE

Run by Chapel Hill Transit, 
the second largest transit 
system in North Carolina 
provides more than 7 million 
rides a year. Plus, it’s free to all.

“For a town this size, they are 
great,” said Alice Mahood, 44, 
a first-year graduate student 
and mother.

“That being said, of 
course there could be some 
improvement. I find it more 
convenient to take the bus 
here than I did when living 
in Boston, so that speaks 
volumes for how well it is 
operated and planned.”

Mahood likes to bus for her 
commute not only because it 
is better for the environment, 
but she also walks nearly two 
miles a day for exercise.

“The closer you are located 
to the campus, the more 
frequently the buses run,” she 
added. “Make sure you watch 
for your bus and flag it down 

if you are not in a heavily 
trafficked area.”

If you’re a student or faculty 
member not living in Chapel 
Hill, though, there are still 
many options to commute if 
you don’t want to drive.

For those in Chatham 
County, there is free travel 
through the Chatham Transit 
Express that also offers a free 
park and ride option.

Similar express bus options 
are available for Greensboro, 
Burlington, Hillsborough, 
Mebane and Graham through 
GoPass.

If you are commuting to 
or from Durham or Raleigh, 
CHT’s provider, GoTriangle, 
offers frequent bus lines to 
various locations across the 
Triangle for as low as $2.25 
one-way.

For more stop and fare 
options, check out gotriangle.
org.

Taking the bus Riding your bike

If you don’t live near a bus stop 
or want at least some access to 
your car, another great option 
to commuting to campus and to 
town are through park and ride 
lots. 

There are nine lots available 
through permit with five 

exclusively available to UNC 
students and faculty. Fees start 
at as low as $2.00 daily, $21 
monthly and $250 annually and 
cover a wide variety of some of 
the most popular bus routes. 

CHT Hours

Sunday 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Monday- Friday 5 a.m. to 1:15 a.m.

Bus Lines ServedLots
NS Route, CRX(GoTriangle)
CM Route, CW Route JFX Route
CPX Route, CW Route
NS Route, V Route

FCX Route, HU Route, S Route, V Route
G Route, NS Route, T Route
HU Route, S Route
CCX Route
HU Route

Eubanks Road
Jones Ferry
Carrboro Plaza
Southern Village

Friday Center
MLK Jr. Boulevard
NC-54 East
Chatham County
Hedrick Building
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Biking is also another option 
in navigating the town and 
campus. 

Ranked nationally as a 
silver-level Bicycle Friendly 
University by The League of 
American Bicyclists, UNC 
offers services to students 
and faculty ranging from 
discounted U-locks to 
access to repair stations with 
registered bikes.

Many people prefer biking 
because it gives more 
independence than bus 
schedules and is more cost 
effective/environmentally 
friendly than driving and 
paying for parking.

“As far as why I bike, it 
came down to eliminating 
the other options,” MPA 
student Brian Farmer, 22, said. 
“Unfortunately, with traffic and 
other unpredictable hazards, 
it's less risky to walk or ride 
my bike as far as getting to 
class on time. I would prefer 
a safer option, but this gets 
me to class on-time more 
consistently than any other 
method.” 

Getting students and faculty 
closest to where they need to 
be in a timely fashion, Farmer 
agrees that the campus is 
equipped with an adequate 
amount of bike racks, but isn’t 
sure if they are always kept up 
with.

“It isn't so much the trouble 
of finding a bike rack as it is 
finding an open bike rack,” 
Farmer said. “I cannot think of 
any places where I would like 
a bike rack where there isn't 
one, but it could be helpful 
to have an extra one around 
the Student Stores or beside 
Woollen Gym.”

Farmer feels that a few more 
bike racks in central campus 
may do the trick, but some 

oversight on the current racks 
in use may be more needed.

“It may be just as helpful to 
remove bikes that have been 
left and are obviously no 
longer being used.”

Both in and around campus, 
bike lanes are another 
development for biking in 
Chapel Hill. Although not part 
of his daily commute, Farmer 
likes the idea and believes 
they should be implemented 
more.

“It gives rooms for cars to 
pass, which avoids some of 
the most risky situations I 
face–a car nearly wrecks into 
me or another car while trying 
to pass me in an inadvisable 
situation,” Farmer said. 
“Ironically, I think bike lanes 
may also help with bad bikers. 
I've seen some cyclists weave 
in and out of traffic, and not 
adhere to the rules of the 
road. For their safety and to 
prevent possible accidents 
involving others, separating 
these cyclists slightly with their 
own lane may help everyone 
out.”

Chapel Hill is aiming to 
be more accommodating 
to bicyclists with the 
development of the Rosemary 
Street Bike Lane project, 
part of the Chapel Hill Bike 
Plan, that is scheduled to be 
completed by 2020.

Other initiatives include 
bike racks on all CHT buses. 
Racks that hold two bikes 
each, bicyclists can put their 
bikes on CHT buses free-of-
charge and can be loaded 
onto vehicles during any 
hour of operation. Bicyclists 
wanting to practice racking 
their bike on the bus can go 
to East Franklin Street near the 
Carolina Coffee Shop to find 
an unattached rack. 
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Don’t let a cold or the flu hold you back this season. Our 
urgent care is located conveniently on campus and we’ll 
help you feel better faster. Plus, there’s no need to sit in the 
waiting room when you aren’t feeling well - reserve your 
spot online so you won’t have to wait. 

Walk-ins are welcome and no appointment is needed. 
Offering weekend and extended hours.

UNC Urgent Care
at The Family Medicine Center

GO.UNC.EDU/URGENTCARE

URGENT CAREON CAMPUS

YOU DON’T HAVE 
TO BE SICK.

A GUIDE TO 
HUSTLES

Babysitting:
There’s no better way to make an extra buck than 
babysitting. You can pick and make your own hours and 
get paid as soon as you finish for the day. Chapel Hill is a 
hot spot for families, leaving no shortage of babysitting 
opportunists. Check out The Daily Tar Heel’s classifieds ads, 
Facebook groups and  Care.com for jobs.

Sweeps:
If you’re into odd jobs, check out Sweeps, a NC-based 
service that matches workers with jobs. The app displays 
local jobs for everything from moving to assembly and 
more.

Uber/Lyft Driving: 
One of the easiest ways to make cash on the side is by 
driving for Uber or Lyft. If you’ve got a car and a clean 
driving record, you’re halfway there. Tip: Thursday and 
Saturday nights are some of the most popular going-out 
nights near downtown, making them good nights to drive.“ ”

I like using Rover because I miss my dogs from home and always 
feel dog-deprived when I’m at school.  It’s a cool way to get to know 
the Chapel Hill area better because it’s taken me to neighborhoods 

I never would have gone to otherwise.

Pet sitting:
Whether you’re looking for a dog to walk a few times a 
day or a cat to cuddle overnight, there are plenty of local 
opportunities to pet sit. Check out apps like Rover or Wag 
for up-to-date pet-sitting jobs.

S
ID

E

— Cassidy Lynch, UNC student
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Asheboro
About an hour outside 

Chapel Hill, Asheboro is a 
great place to go if you’re 
searching for outdoor activity. 

Known for the Asheboro 
Zoo, the largest natural 
habitat zoo in the world, you 
can see anything from polar 
bears to zebras for only $15. 

Covering more than 500 
acres, the zoo is perfect for a 
relaxing afternoon by yourself 
or for friends and family 
needing to get out of the 
house. 

If you’re wanting something 
more adventurous, Richland 
Creek Canopy Tours allow 
you to zipline through the 
North Carolina wilderness for 
$40 a person. 

Offering a waterfall tour, 
four ropes courses and more 
than a mile of ziplining, you 
can waste up to two hours 
cruising through the Uwharrie 
Mountains with this activity.

For pet owners and hikers, 
another great place to check 
out is the Birkhead Mountain 
Wilderness. One of North 
Carolina’s National Forests, it’s 
perfect for just an afternoon 
or an overnight camping trip. 

The park has five trails and 
a variety of wildlife that a 
create great opportunities for 
photographers or those just 
looking to get some peace 
and quiet.

DAY TRIPS
Wilmington

You don’t have to have 
a whole week to go the 
beach. Just three hours away, 
Wilmington and other nearby 
beach towns are totally 
doable in a day if you plan 
accordingly. 

Besides public beach 
accesses at Wrightsville, 
Carolina and Kure beaches, 
the area provides excursions 
from museums to great food. 
If you have the time, check out 
the North Carolina Aquarium 
at Fort Fisher or wine tasting at 
the Noni Bacca Winery. 

If you’re into nature, check 
out the Airlie Gardens. Not 
just for the spring or summer, 
the historic garden has 
events year-round like the 
Annual Airlie Oyster Roast in 
October and a holiday lights 
show from late November to 
December. For $9 a person, 
the garden is a great place to 
photograph and explore on a 
nice day.

The historic district in 
Wilmington is made for 
wandering around for a day. 
Horse drawn carriages, oyster 
bars and vintage shops are 
just a few highlights as the 
area is usually filled with neat 
finds along the riverside. You 
can either walk around or 
travel by trolly to take in the 
sunshine before making the 
journey back home.

If you have an open day and want to take advantage of nearby cities, 
daycations are a perfect way to relieve some stress without traveling far. 

Stock image

Stock image
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Wanting to get away? Maybe even a reason to stay? If you’re living in Chapel Hill, finding places to 
take a break from the busy life of work or school are plentiful and accessible. 

Depending on your time and budget, there are tons of ideas that can make for the perfect day or 
weekend – if you plan it right, you may not even have to leave Orange County. 

The Outer Banks
You can go to any of North 

Carolina’s beaches for the 
weekend, but if you’re wanting 
to get the most out of your 
time off, the Outer Banks can 
give you the ocean and more. 

For history buffs, this place 
is a must-see if you’ve never 
been. From Cape Hatteras 
to the Wright Brothers 
Memorial, there is plenty of 
opportunity to learn more 
about North Carolina’s past. 

The Outer Banks has been 
historically known for the many 
shipwrecks that occurred on 
their shores centuries ago. 
The Graveyard of the Atlantic 
Museum operates year-
round with different activities 
exclusively available during 
each season – including a 
scavenger hunt in the museum. 

Roanoke is home to second-
longest running outdoor 
production, “The Lost 
Colony.” Catch up on history 
and spend an evening there. 

If you’re wanting to take in 
the scenery, head to Jockey’s 
Ridge State Park. The iconic 
sand dunes are great for flying 
kites. Pro tip: If it’s especially 
windy, wear goggles. 

On some of islands, wild 
horses are known to roam, so 
if you find yourself in Corolla, 
be sure to check out some of 
the tours to get close to some 
of the animals. 

WEEKEND GETAWAYS
Depending on how far you’re willing to go, your finding an entire weekend to 
get out of town can be the best way to leave worries in the 919 behind. There 
are many affordable, easy weekend-worthy spots not too far from Chapel Hill

Asheville
Looking for a romantic 

getaway with your partner? 
Escape the city and head to 
the mountains. 

Home to the Biltmore Estate 
and just a little over , Asheville 
is known for great food, music 
and landscape. 

Asheville has tons of 
touring options depending 
what you’re most eager to 
see. Bike tours throughout 
downtown, hiking tours in the 
surrounding mountains or 
even rooftop bar tours can  fill 
your day before exploring the 
nightlife. 

Check out BREW-ed 
Brewery for their beer tasting. 
Hosted by a certified beer 
expert, you can learn where 
your pint comes from, how it’s 
made and most importantly, 
indulge in local brews. 

Once you’re sore from 
hiking around the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, Asheville has 
more than 40 spas in town 
that can provide the much 
needed relaxation from a day 
around town. 

If you’re wanting to treat 
yourself or your significant 
other, the historical Omni 
Grove Park Inn is known 
for its luxurious pools 
and treatments. You can 
spend hours exploring the 
hotel’s grounds and on the 
legendary golf course.

By Martha Bennett

Stock image

Stock image



16  |  January 2019   

LOCATE

Go to get-offline/chapel-hill or dailytarheel.com/subscribe 
to subscribe now!

 powered by

Chapel Hill

Chapel Hill’s No. 1 guide to being out and about.

Get Offline with
 The Daily Tar Heel!

Y C D H E A L T H K L A W R M O
O A P G L R U A T P I O L T E I
L P A R K A N D R I D E G A V N
O A I E F M C G A R A L S R T G
C H L E A J L F N M O Y V H C O
A O S N E H T O S A R P B E O P
R N M Z L R A B I C Y C L E M A
P R A M L I F R T H X A S L M S
O B A O U M G Z L Q A L D B U S
O H M E N T B Y X M L T U I N R
L J R S A V E M O N E Y Q K I E
A P N I L O D A J T R L R E T A
T L K M A H A P P I N E S S Y J

BICYCLE
BUS
CAP 

CARPOOL
COMMUTE

EASY
FREE

GOPASS
GREEN

PARK AND RIDE

RELAX
SAVE MONEY

TAR HEEL BIKES
TRANSIT

WALK

Don’t search for parking. 
Find a greener option.

Get rewarded for choosing to bike, bus, walk, or rideshare. 
Join UNC’s Commuter Alternative Program: cap.unc.edu.

What else can you find with a sustainable commute? 
Spot 3 hidden words and email cap@unc.edu for a free t-shirt! 

By Diana Pressey

UNC is focused on excellence, and that 
includes environmental friendliness. 

The University’s Three Zeros 
Environmental Initiative strives for water 
neutrality, zero waste and greenhouse 
gas neutrality. The initiative promotes 
sustainable practices across the campus 
community and seeks to reduce the 
University’s environmental impact. For 
many students and young professionals 
in Chapel Hill, that can start with 
sustainable transportation.

What is sustainable 
transportation?

Sustainable transportation is key to 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The 
more sustainable the transportation, the 
cleaner the air. 

Biking, carpooling, vanpooling, taking a 
bus and walking all bring people together 
and build community while helping 
Tar Heels to save money, reduce stress 
and exercise more. Those who commute 
sustainably avoid the cost of on-campus 
parking and reduce their carbon footprint.

What is the Commuter 
Alternative Program?

The Commuter Alternative Program 
(CAP) is a free rewards program for 
anyone who commutes to campus and 
doesn’t drive alone. Taking advantage of 
UNC’s many sustainable transportation 
options means members are eligible to 
win free rewards and receive discounts at 
local businesses through CAP. 

This program incentivizes 
environmentally friendly transportation 
choices. CAP benefits include local 
business discount cards, occasional-use 
parking, monthly prize drawings, free bus 
passes or vanpool subsidies, a free annual 
Zipcar membership and emergency rides 
home. 

 If you aren’t sure what the best way 
to get to campus is from your house or 
apartment, you can contact CAP staff at 
cap@unc.edu for free commute assistance.

Is UNC a commuter-friendly 
campus?

UNC is already doing well in regards 

to sustainable transportation and offers 
many options for commuting sustainably. 

The University is a designated silver-
level Bicycle Friendly University by the 
League of American Bicyclists and is 
recognized nationally as one of the Best 
Workplaces for Commuters. 

Sustainable transportation is a popular 
choice at UNC as, according to the 2017 
UNC Commuter Survey, 75 percent of 
student commuters opt for a sustainable 
and economical commuting choice. 

 
How do I get started?
 
For all transportation options at UNC, 

visit move.unc.edu. Those who wish to 
start carpooling can ride-match using 
their Onyens. When on campus, Tar 
Heels can try Tar Heel Bikes, which is 
free for an hour each day, or check out 
UNC’s bike amenities and share hubs. 

To get around the Triangle area, use 
Google Maps for transit directions. 
The GoTriangle bus system is a strong 
option, and Chapel Hill Transit is 
fare-free. Use the free TransLoc Rider 
app for bus tracking. If you’ve already 
bought a parking permit but want to 

try a more sustainable option, permits 
can be exchanged at the Public Safety 
Building for a prorated refund. Cyclists 
who register their bikes with UNC get 50 
percent off a U-lock.

And don’t forget: CAP is free to join at 
cap.unc.edu. 

Questions can be directed to CAP 
staff at cap@unc.edu for free commute 
assistance.

UNC’s Director of Transportation 
and Parking Cheryl Stout said CAP isn’t 
the only program at UNC that supports 
sustainable transportation.

 “The University has a long history of 
supporting and providing sustainable 
transportation options for employees and 
students,” Stout said. 

“While the Commuter Alternative 
Program (CAP) has been incredibly 
successful, Transportation and Parking 
also leads other sustainable transportation 
initiatives, such as the Tar Heel Bikes 
bike share program, LED lighting 
upgrades in parking decks, and electric 
vehicle charging stations. The department 
continues to look for ways to provide the 
best and most sustainable options for 
campus access.”

LEARN HOW COMMUTERS CAN BUILD 
A MORE SUSTAINABLE UNC
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