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Erin Matson is already a Q&A: Here is why social
distancing is so hard
UNC legend
The junior has led UNC field
hockey to back-to-back
undefeated seasons.
By Ryan Wilcox
Senior Writer

No one is quite sure when the fire
started, or how it began, exactly. The
only thing that’s certain is that it’s
there. Maybe it always has been.
It was there, innocently enough,
when a six-year-old girl first picked
up a field hockey stick, deciding
immediately — or maybe it was
decided for her — that she was
in love. It’s been there ever since,
when she was a sixteen-year-old
representing the United States
and then an eighteen-year-old on
the best team in the country. It’s a
fire that has vanquished enemies,
ignited teammates and burned
names into trophies. It’s a fire that
has yet to be extinguished, even by
tears of joy after not one, but two
national championships.
The fire has drawn comparisons
not just to other legendary athletes,
but to artists like Beethoven or
Picasso. And when it’s all said and
done, and the smoke has cleared,
it feels entirely possible that the
fire burning inside Erin Matson
will have put her in the rarest of
company: the greatest of all time.
Brian Matson knew his
daughter had a gift when, during
an indoor tournament, sevenyear-old Erin scooped up a loose
ball, dribbled end-to-end and
flicked in a reverse for a score.
Whoa, he remembers thinking,
that kind of looked intentional.

“As a parent, you watch her
and you think ‘Okay, she’s pretty
good,’” mother Jill Matson
said. “But then when you
start having other people —
coaches, parents, officials
— come up and say, ‘That’s
not normal at that age,’
you realize you might have
something special.”
Sure, part of that
divide was due to raw
talent. But mostly it was
countless hours spent in
the Matson basement,
running through drill
after drill, pull after
pull, stroke after stroke.
Years later, Erin would
get in trouble with coaches
for stopping drills midway
through and starting over
from the beginning: if it
could be done better,
she figured, it
should be.
“It was
like

a habit of mine,” she said. “If it
wasn’t perfect, I had to redo it.”
Karen Shelton first saw Erin play
as a fourth-grader, dominating the
older competition in a club game.
The UNC head coach immediately
knew she had seen something
“really special,” one of those oncein-a-generation blends of talent,
skill and passion. Your daughter’s
pretty good, Brian remembers
Shelton saying. I’m going to keep
an eye on her.

DTH FILE/ANGELINA KATSANIS
Erin Matson as pictured in a
game against Boston College
in the NCAA Final Four game
on Nov. 22, 2019. Matson
scored 4 of 6 UNC goals
in the game.

DTH FILE/BRITTANY MCGEE
Chapel Hill Mayor Pam Hemminger
spoke at a previous event on Friday,
Feb. 28, 2020.

By Brittany McGee
Assistant City and State Editor

Chapel Hill will have increased
police patrols downtown and in
student neighborhoods after receiving
reports of people disregarding social
distancing policies.
Local officials met last week to
discuss enforcement of safer-athome recommendations that prohibit
outdoor gatherings of more than 25
individuals and indoor gatherings of
more than 10 individuals.
Chapel Hill Mayor Pam Hemminger
said they met to determine what

Senior Writer

Right now, it’s perfectly normal
to feel abnormal.
He a l t h p r o f e s s i o n a l s h av e
recognized masking and social
distancing as powerful tools to fight
COVID-19, but the sudden necessity
of these practices drastically alters
how we interact with others.
The Daily Tar Heel spoke with
Keely Muscatell, Ph.D., who is
an assistant professor in UNC’s
Department of Psychology and
Neuroscience, a fellow at the
Carolina Population Center and
fac ulty at UNC ’s Lineberger
Comprehensive Cancer Center.
Muscatell studies how factors like
stress and loneliness affect physical
and emotional states of being, and
how social experiences are linked to
health outcomes.
This interview has been edited for
content and clarity.
THE DAILY TAR HEEL: Sometimes it can
feel awkward and unnatural to wear
masks and physically separate yourself
from people. From a psychological
standpoint, why is that?

Years later, Matson would end up
in Chapel Hill.
Matson played for the U.S. National
Team at age 16, only the second person
in history to do so, and was a top recruit
for the WC Eagles, one of the best field
hockey clubs in the country. Then
add in the fact that North Carolina
was a preseason ACC favorite. High
expectations — individually and as a
team — were a given.

SEE MATSON, PAGE 8

Chapel Hill to see increased police
patrols to enforce social distancing
actions local officials needed to take
to prevent noncompliance in the
community.
“We have been educating, and
trying to help encourage people
for better behavior, but if there is
egregious behavior, we will have to
consider citing people for egregious
behavior,” she said.
Hemminger and Chris Blue,
Chapel Hill’s police chief and
executive director for community
safety, both said education is still the
primary approach to encouraging
compliance, but enforcement is now
being considered.
Violations of state or local
declarations of emergency are Class 2
misdemeanors and are punishable by
up to a $1,000 fine and up to 60 days
in jail for repeat violators, according to
the statement released by the Town.
Charges will be reserved for repeat
violators and glaring violations of the
crowd limitations, the statement said.
“If you have a large cluster of
students together in a small space
without masks — where it’s obvious
to anyone that’s looking that that
number is well beyond 25 — and
that they are just not respecting the
governor’s orders nor the community’s
faith in them, then I think that’s
when you’re getting into egregious
territory,” said Alicia Stemper, the
director of public information and

By Elizabeth Moore

special services for Orange County
Sheriff ’s Office.
These changes come after a video
circulated on Twitter last week of
a large group, which exceeded the
limitations set in Gov. Roy Cooper’s
executive order, of students leaving a
house without wearing face coverings.
However, Blue said this video was not
the only cause of concern.
He said the Town received a
number of 911 calls, emails and calls
to the health department about events
that were believed to be in violation of
the order.
Hemminger said the community
was stunned to see such a blatant
display, and that since students
have signed pledges, they should
understand what officials have asked
them to do.
“You can affect other people when
you are asymptomatic,” Hemminger
said. “We know that not having large
crowds reduces the chances of the
virus spreading.”
Blue said the goal is not to
charge people, but to keep the
community safe.
“The more we stick to orders, and
to all of the elements into trying to
stay safe, the more people we can get
back to normal,” Blue said.
@brittmcgee21
city@dailytarheel.com

KEELY MUSCATELL: I feel like this is
part of what’s making everything
so challenging right now, is that
connecting with other people is a
fundamental human need. One
of my all-time favorite psychology
papers argues that exact thing — it’s
a fundamental need, like food, water
and shelter. We need to connect with
others, and some of the things we’re
being asked to do right now go exactly
in the face of that: maintain physical
distance from people, social distance,
having to conceal part of our faces
that’s really communicatory. There
are lots of really good evolutionary
reasons why connecting with other
people has helped us with survival
over the long term and so, it really
does fly in the face of many years of
evolution and what we know about
how human psychology works.
DTH: I’ve read a bit about “insinuation
anxiety,” which I understand is the
feeling of worry that you’re offending
someone by, in this case, wearing a
mask around them by insinuating that
they’re unhygienic. How might this
apply to social distancing measures?
KM: This is also an interesting
question. I think it gets to sort of
a fundamental misunderstanding
about why we wear masks, which is
not to necessarily protect ourselves,
but to protect other people. The real

function of a mask is to prevent you
from passing your particles on to
others, so really, by wearing a mask,
technically what you are signaling
is that you might be worried about
having a virus or having an illness
yourself, not about being worried
about other people having it.
And so I think if we re-frame the
issue, actually wearing a mask
communicates to other people
that you respect them, that you
value their life, that you value their
existence because you’re saying, ‘I’m
willing to put this thing on to protect
you from me’ — that’s really what
masks are about.
DTH: There also, I’ve noticed, has
sometimes been a feeling for people
to monitor other people’s behavior,
whether they are adhering to social
distancing and the person doesn’t
align with that view, or they aren’t
and the person feels the need to say
something or monitor them — so
what sort of dynamic does that create
psychologically, and what kind of
challenges might be present there?
KM: I think the best way that we
have to get people to wear masks
and protect each other is just to do
it ourselves. As I said in your first
question, humans are super social
creatures, and a lot of what we want
to do is fit in with a social group. If
you walk into a room or a space and
everyone in there is wearing a mask,
that sort of sets the norm for that
room that ‘the social norm here is
that we wear masks.’ We have this
sort of natural tendency to want to
fit in, and so I think one of the best
ways to set the tone and to sort of get
folks to behave in a way that you want
them to behave is to exactly model
that behavior.
I think in the case that people
aren’t, it’s potentially your life and
other people’s lives that are at risk,
and so to my mind, it’s perfectly
appropriate to engage someone
and say, ‘Hey, we’re supposed to be
wearing masks, like, why aren’t you?’
or ‘What’s up with that?’ because
people’s lives depend on that and
depend on us doing this. My advice,
and I think what the research would
say, is to the extent that you can come
to that conversation with empathy
and with compassion and really try
to sort of understand where folks are
coming from rather than being sort of
blunt-force policing and engage in an
actual, meaningful conversation with
them, you’re more likely to get people
to change their behavior.
university@dailytarheel.com

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/PARKER BROWN
A student prepares to put on a mask before leaving their home to go out.

Hope is something you give yourself. That is the meaning of inner strength.
UNCLE IROH
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Here’s what you need to
know about riding Chapel Hill
Transit this fall.
By David Richman
Staff Writer

In response to UNC students
returning to campus amid the
COVID-19 pandemic, Chapel Hill
Transit has made several changes
to its service. These changes include
reduced weekday routes, reduced
bus capacities and the introduction
of Sunday service for the first time
in 40 years.
“Normally, transit is about taking
as many people as possible from
one place to another,” said Jeffrey
Sullivan, community outreach
manager for Chapel Hill Transit.
“This year, our job is to get as many
people safely from one place to
another across as many trips as we
can provide.”
As of Aug. 3, Chapel Hill Transit
has decreased its service to 12 weekday
routes that operate Monday through
Friday, and nine weekend routes that
operate Saturday and Sunday. The
weekend service has the same routes
as their weekday counterparts but run
at different times.
Routes B, CCX, CL, F, G, JFX, N
and T are not running, but Sullivan
said Chapel Hill Transit aims
to remain flexible under everchanging circumstances.

New COVID-19 policies include:
· Reducing bus capacity to 10, with
seats spaced to allow for maximum
physical distancing
· Separating the driver from the
passengers
· Rear door boarding
· Requiring riders to wear masks.
Exceptions to the face-covering
rule include children under the
age of 12, riders who have health
exemptions, religious reasons and
compliance with law enforcement.
“Masks are technically required,
but we do understand that there are
some exceptions,” Sullivan said.
Todd McGee, community relations
director for Orange County, said
it’s simply too early to tell if public
transit is safe to ride.
“It really depends on how well
everybody adheres to the protocols,”
McGee said. “If everybody wears a
mask, if everybody’s washing their
hands, if everybody’s sitting apart, if
the buses are doing what they can to
keep things clean, that’s really what’s
going to ultimately determine if it’s
successful or not.”
However, Chapel Hill Town
Council Member Michael Parker,
who is also a member of the Chapel
Hill Public Transit Committee, said
he hopes the measures being put in
place are sufficient, and he referenced
recent studies done that found there
have been fewer cases of COVID-19
attributed to public transportation
than previously thought.

DTH/ANGELINA KATSANIS
Keith Albright, a Chapel Hill Transit bus operator, drives an empty bus on Aug.
13, 2020. CHT has implemented many new COVID-19 safety procedures.

Sullivan said there is no single
good answer for whether people
should use public transit at this
time, and it all comes down to the
comfort level of the individual. He
encouraged anyone with concerns
about how the buses are operating
to let Chapel Hill Transit know.
“These are the days we live in,
so it’s all a question of what you’re
comfortable with and what steps
you’re taking to minimize risks,”
Sullivan said.
@drichman27
city@dailytarheel.com

COVID-19 UPDATE
Changes to Chapel Hill Transit
include:

of Aug. 3, Chapel Hill Transit
•hasAsdecreased
its service to 12
weekday routes that operate
Monday through Friday, and
nine weekend routes that operate
Saturday and Sunday.

Routes B, CCX, CL, F, G, JFX,
•N and
T are not running
policies include reduced
•busCOVID-19
capacity and rear door boarding

CORRECTIONS
• The Daily Tar Heel reports any
inaccurate information published as
soon as the error is discovered.
• Contact Managing Editor
Brandon Standley at:
managing.editor@dailytarheel.com
with issues about this policy.

• Editorial corrections will be printed
on this page. Errors committed on
the Opinion Page have corrections
printed on that page. Corrections
also are noted in the online versions
of our stories.
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EDITORIAL

Administration must take off the mask

T

hree days ago, UNC began
classes in the depths of a
pandemic. Since then, three
students have already been kicked out
of on-campus housing for violating
UNC’s community standards. Offcampus, some residences and Greek
organizations have been put on notice
by Chapel Hill Police for violating
community and state guidelines.
Amid a flurry of meaningless
emails and video messages, the
University’s direct action stands out.
We recognize that the administration
is not ignoring the harmful impact
students can have on our community
— but we need more.
Earlier this summer, students
who would be returning to
campus had to sign an agreement
stating that they would follow the
University’s community standards.
Violating any of these would be
cause for disenrollment or being
removed from campus.
Still, the lack of transparency

surrounding the students’ removal is
concerning. The campus community
did not learn of the students’ removal
from an email. Rather, Guskiewicz
chose to mention it off-handedly
in an article published by the
Washington Post on Tuesday.
However, the University will not
release any further information
regarding the students who were sent
away, citing privacy laws. But how is
the administration tracking students
who are violating these guidelines?
What is the process of removing a
student from campus for violations?
Students need answers to these
questions to make informed decisions
and fully understand what is at stake.
The University has explicitly
stated what qualifies as adhering
to the guidelines, but the process
for removal is not clear. In order
to prevent these standards from
being unfairly enforced, the
a d m i n i s t rat i o n m u s t r e l e a s e
more information on how and

SPEAK OUT

when students can be removed
from on-campus residences or
disenrolled from the University.
The Editorial Board has similar
questions about who will be caught
and removed from campus emerge.
Will these enforcement measures
disproportionately affect certain
groups on campus? In other parts
of the country, social distancing
violations are disproportionately
affecting Black and Hispanic
residents. Transparency can allow
the students, faculty and staff to
hold the administration and police
responsible to ensure fair application
of the guidelines.
Beyond campus, the Chapel Hill
Police Department has said it will
give out citations to off-campus
residents who violate community
and state guidelines. For those who
receive a citation, the violation will
be a Class 2 misdemeanor. This can
result in a fine up to $1,000. For
individuals who receive multiple

opinion@dailytarheel.com

CARTOON

WRITING GUIDELINES

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“In order to embody
what being Muslim
means, service is a
priority to us.”

• Please type. Handwritten letters
will not be accepted.
• Sign and date. No more than two
people should sign letters.
• Students: Include your year, major
and phone number.
• Faculty/staff: Include your
department and phone number.
• Edit: The DTH edits for space,
clarity, accuracy and vulgarity.
Limit letters to 250 words.

Amira Mustafa, former president of the UNC
Muslim Students Association, commenting
on MSA’s commitment to service

SUBMISSION

FEATURED ONLINE READER
COMMENT

• Drop off or mail to our office

at 109 E. Franklin St. Chapel
Hill, NC 27514 Email: opinion@
dailytarheel.com

EDITOR’S NOTE:
Columns,
cartoons and letters do not
necessarily represent the opinions
of The Daily Tar Heel or its staff.
Editorials reflect the opinions of The
Daily Tar Heel editorial board, which
comprises 15 board members, the
opinion assistant editor and editor
and the editor-in-chief.

citations, jail time is a possibility.
All students who are coming to
Chapel Hill have a responsibility
to adhere to guidelines and actively
work to limit the spread of COVID19. But the increased threat of
citations and police presence can
make for an unsettling environment,
especially for students of color.
The relationship between
students and the police is already
fraught — and for good reason. As a
result, the Editorial Board has little
faith in the police’s ability to enforce
these standards fairly.
The removal of students who are
violating community standards least
somewhat committed to the safety
and health of our community. But
with stakes as high as disenrollment
and removal from campus,
students deserve more information.
Transparency is of the utmost
importance right now.

“How many student,
staff, or faculty deaths
will it take for UNC to
see the error of their
ways?”
COMIC ILLUSTRATION BY TATE GODWIN			

Mickey MacAdam, commenting on a DTH
Facebook post

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Don’t change the term ‘student-athlete’
To the editor,
This letter is in response to your
recent announcement regarding
the new ways the DTH will refer to
student-athletes.
We , t h e S t u d e n t - A t h l e t e
Advisory Council, believe this
declaration of a binary identity
is disrespec tful and se verely
understates our responsibilities. It
is our understanding that you did
not consult with the student-athlete
body before announcing you would
no longer refer to us as just that —
student-athletes.
The University of North Carolina
is a prestigious institution. As
student-athletes, we are held to a
high standard of academic integrity.

The academic policies set in place by
our teams, UNC administration, the
ACC and the NCAA prohibit unjust
practices such as “paper classes.”
Subsequently, student-athletes
are not allowed the same academic
freedoms as our non-studentathlete peers. We are all aware that
violating any of the policies, which
ensure we receive the best education
possible, could jeopardize our
opportunity to play.
Most people don’t realize that the
student-athlete population at UNC
comprises some of the brightest minds
at Carolina. From Morehead-Cain
scholars, honors students and research
assistants, to young professionals and
small-business owners.
To preface “athlete” with a

hyphenated “student” is a badge
of honor we gladly accept. We
take pride in our ability to excel
in the classroom and on the field.
Minimizing our identity to just
“athletes” or only “students” is
diminishing because we are so much
more than just one or the other.
Acknowledging that our lives
revolve around class schedules,
exams, studying and homework
is essential. We are hardwired to
compete; this means we will compete
in the classroom and on the field.
The term student-athlete has
evolved over the years. 1955 was
a long time ago; so much has
changed since then. The term does
not have the same connotation now
as it did then.

Today, employers see studentathletes as the most viable
candidates because we can adapt
to any situation. We are coachable,
hardworking, team players, and
smart. While the ongoing debate
around name, image and likeness
policies may be why you declared this
shift in terminology, we ask that you
do not move forward with calling us
athletes, students or college athletes.
The Student-Athlete Advisory
Council is very involved in working
groups that collaborate with UNC,
ACC and NCAA administrators
regarding NIL policies. This is a
battle we are fighting ourselves.
UNC Student-Athlete
Advisory Council

we’re hiring!
columnists – editorial board members – cartoonists
Apply by Friday, Aug. 21. Questions? Send them to opinion@dailytarheel.com

bit.ly/DTHopinionapp
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Old North
State:
Torpedo
Junction
Michael
Beauregard is a
junior from Raleigh,
N.C. majoring in
political science.
email: beaumd@
live.unc.edu

S

ix weeks after the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor,
a steamship named City
of Atlanta charted a course from
New York City to Savannah. As a
precautionary measure to avoid
the perilous periscopes of enemy
U-boats that had already claimed
other Atlantic vessels, the ship’s
lights were dimmed and the vessel
clung close to the shoreline.
Unfortunately for the seamen
aboard the City of Atlanta, this was
not enough to keep U-boat U-123
away. The submarine stalked the
Atlanta for hours before launching
a torpedo in the dead of night of
January 19, 1942. The torpedo
collided with the ship’s port side,
generating an explosion so powerful
that it awoke residents of the Outer
Banks several miles away.
The ship quickly listed to its side
and plunged into the briny deep
below, taking all but three of its
sailors with it.
So began a months-long period
of anxiety for residents of North
Carolina’s eastern shores. Not only
did they fear for their sons abroad in
Europe or the Pacific, but also for their
own hometowns as terrifying beasts
of metal lurked under the surface and
could attack at any moment.
Over the next few months,
however, the terror was especially
present. During the spring of 1942,
so many American vessels were
in the waters off the Outer Banks
that the region was given the name
“Torpedo Junction.” Citizens could
watch from the shoreline as ships
burnt and sank, and observed
gasoline, debris and corpses washing
up on the shores.
To keep U-boats from using the
shoreline to detect ships, many
Outer Banks residents blacked
out their windows even before a
government-mandated blackout
began in August 1942.
By April 1942, U-85 had been
skirting America’s shores for three
months. The submarine had helped
harass Allied convoys up and down
the coast before it found itself off
the coast of Bodie Island on the
evening of April 13, 1942. As it
lay in wait ready to prey upon an
unsuspecting merchant vessel, the
nearby U.S.S. Roper detected U-85
and approached it.
In response, U-85 launched a
torpedo that barely missed the Roper.
As U-85 fled, the Roper’s guns tore
it apart, and its commander ordered
the submarine be abandoned.
The U-85 sinking marked a
turning of the tide of war in the
Atlantic, as the U.S. Navy became
more proactive in seeking out and
destroying Nazi submarines. Three
more U-boats would succumb to
American firepower over the next
several months, leading to the Nazi
subs fleeing northward and to the
Mediterranean. The beasts of war
had fled, finding the eastern United
States a dangerous and inhospitable
hunting ground.
Today, we face another invisible
evil. We are confronted by an enemy
that knows no morality, recognizes
no humanity and seeks only to
destroy us. Through a concerted
effort and progressive action, we
can take down that enemy just as
our ancestors took down the unseen
beasts of Torpedo Junction.

As Black Lives Matter protests

renewed national conversations about race over the
summer, Black artists at UNC were trying to think
about how they could use their respective mediums
to process their emotions and send a
message. Here are some of their
stories.

Chapel Hill native combines
fashion and politics to
encourage a generation.
By Nathan Wesley
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

Looking “fly” and being politically
educated is what Monroe Clayton wants
people to take away from his brand, My
Vote Matters Merchandising.
While working for the Orange County
Board of Elections in high school, the
Chapel Hill native knew many people
who questioned the power of voting. He
believed starting a clothing brand with
the motive to get people excited about
voting would be a great start.
Clayton describes the company as
an inclusive brand with the mission to
inspire civic engagement and young
voters’ awareness.
“Our generation loves to show our
creativity through the things that we do
and wear, so I thought this was a great
way to show my love for fashion and
love for growing voter engagement with
My Vote Matters apparel,” Clayton said.
Fashion has long been a part of
activism with brands such as FUBU.
It has resurfaced in part with the Black
Lives Matter Movement, with people
wearing apparel that has messages like
“Say Her Name” or “I Can’t Breathe.”
When Jordyn Burrell, a junior
journalism student, first heard about
MVM, she thought it could be a good
way to reach a broader audience.
“Both times I’ve registered to vote
has been because student activists has
helped me, and media just takes that
one step further,” Burrell said.
While attending Carrboro High
School, Clayton learned many tips
about voting and education from
working at the board of elections.
Along with the MVM shirts for sale,
Clayton provides resources for people
to educate themselves about upcoming
elections in their state.
He said the Secretary of State’s office
can be a reliable source to educate
oneself before getting to the polls
because it has voter guides and links to
learn about policies candidates support.
“The complexity of finding reliable
information is one of the biggest forms of
voter suppression,” Clayton said. “I think
sample ballots are a very underrated tool
that people should take a look at before
going to vote so they aren’t going in blind
and they know who’s who.”
Every state has its own voting laws
and requirements, so Clayton wants
to help make the process of getting
informed and registered easier.
“ We not only want to make
voting seem cool but also provide
the information you need to be an
educated voter,” Clayton said.
Chris Clark, a political science professor,
is part of a Carolina Next committee. He,
along with other colleagues, is looking to
promote democracy so the surrounding
community can learn more before voting.
Carolina Next plans to launch a website
in September to provide helpful resources
such as registration dates and policy

‘Can’t take our foot off the UNC Black creatives use their art to process
gas’: Designers for BLM

information.
With COVID-19
affecting the entire
nation, Clayton
and Clark see it as an even greater
challenge to face in November.
“There are so many critical local
elections that we don’t pay attention to
much, but we see the importance of them
when we think about mask ordinances or
the response to racial injustice,” Clayton
said. “Some information is hard to find
and will deter people away from voting,
so at MVM we are not going to be afraid
of challenges so that people have the
necessary information they need to vote.”
Clark sees reasons for people to
be more energized and mobilized to
vote this year — but also discouraged
due to the pandemic, on top of other
current events making it hard to focus
on politics.
“Thinking of the emotional space
people are in, I don’t think politics
are at the forefront of people’s
minds during a pandemic like this,”
Clark said. “But in light of what this
pandemic has revealed to be true about
systemic racism, poverty and political
elites and the role they play in politics
today whether that be at the local or
federal level, it might actually make
people more aware of how important
it is for their voices to be heard.”
arts@dailytarheel.com

These artists are using songs
and paintings to showcase
their experiences.

Local designers rebrand their
businesses to support the
national movement.

Dominick Ferrara
Senior Writer

As Black Lives Matter protests
renewed national conversations
about race over the summer, Black
artists at UNC were trying to think
about how they could use their
respective mediums to process their
emotions and send a message. Here
are some of their stories.

By Aditya Surana
Senior Writer

After watching the video of
George Floyd’s killing, Jalon Cooper,
a recent UNC graduate and creator
of VZN Clothing, scrapped all of his
recent designs. He then designed
three t-shirts, a hoodie and two pairs
of shorts in a span of seven hours
— all dedicated to the Black Lives
Matter movement.
“I felt so intensely while I was doing
each design,” Cooper said. “Usually
when I do a collection, it can take two
months to a year.”
In June, the killings of George
Floyd and Breonna Taylor revitalized
and ignited one of the most pressing
social justice movements in recent
years. Whether through Instagram
stories, petitions or conversations,
it was time for people to be held
accountable, educate themselves and
bring about change.
A way to have conversations
Cooper saw his designs as an outlet
for that change. He posted his designs
on his website soon after, with a
message detailing that 100 percent of

‘They’ll say you’re a Black radical’

PHOTO COURTESY OF JALON COOPER, VZN CLOTHING
A hoodie from the Unarmed and Dangerous series made by VZN Clothing.

“It was not the time to be promoting our own
privilege. We wanted to use the privilege we
have to support those who may not.”
Jaymin Jethwa

Co-Founder of Rainy Day Clothing

the proceeds would be donated to the
Black Lives Matter fund.
In just 24 hours, VZN Clothing
raised $12,000.
Cooper’s favorite design was the
“Unarmed & Dangerous” hoodie. The
front of the hoodie depicts a pair of
hands in a surrender position, seen
through the scope of a gun. The
powerful image is meant to start a
conversation, Cooper said. “It’s kind
of a paradox; it looks pleasing, but it’s
really not,” Cooper said. “And that’s
kind of going into what’s happening,
all the police brutality and violence —
we get desensitized.”
Cooper said the issue of police
brutality can be difficult to understand
and talk about, but he believes a
hoodie with a concise message can
open the door to having those difficult
conversations. There’s a lot to unpack
with the issue itself, but images can
catch your eye and draw you in, he said.
South Asians for Black Lives

PHOTO COURTESY OF TORA LUCIANO.
A model smiles while wearing one of Monroe Clayton’s My Vote Matters
shirts. The brand promotes civic engagement.

L i k e C o o p e r, c u r r e n t U N C
sophomore Jaymin Jethwa decided
to change his brand’s design at the
last minute. He created his brand,
Rainy Day Clothing, with his friend
and N.C. State University sophomore
Ryan Scott, and they decided to change
their design one day at 3 a.m. — hours
before their first drop.
“It was not the time to be promoting
our own privilege. We wanted to use
the privilege we have to support those
who may not,” Jethwa said.
Scott explained that he and Jethwa
had to suppor t the movement,
regardless of the size of their

platform, which only began a couple
of months earlier.
The Rainy Day creators decided to
place the Black Lives Matter fist on
their shirts, with a QR code that leads
to an essay written by Jethwa on the
BLM movement.
For Jethwa, being South Asian
made him feel he needed to
spread awareness through his own
community. He said he understands
his community may not be directly
affected by the Black Lives Matter
movement, but said they should not
be complacent during injustice.
“Whenever anyone wears the shirt,
they will see the fist, they will see BLM
written across the back,” Jethwa said.
Making a difference

This summer, as Justis Malker
marched down the streets of Charlotte
with one headphone in, music about
Black life flooded his ear. In the
other, he heard the sounds of protest.
Those sounds have already begun to
influence the music that he creates.
“It made me think about what art
I value and what a legacy actually
means,” Malker said. “If you’re doing
your job well, the stories you tell, the
voices you amplify, the information
you spread will hopefully live and last
long beyond you.”
As he was protesting, Malker
wasn’t initially inspired to pen verses
about his experiences as a Black man.
Instead, he wrote policy proposals for
the Charlotte Police Department.
Eventually, however, the inspiration
came. At the moment, Malker, a UNC
Junior, is working on two separate
projects. One is a solo project entitled,
“Black Boys Below the Mason-Dixon,”
which discusses the Black youth
experience in the South.
“I feel like the South and the Black
population of the South in particular
have become an easy punching bag,”
Malker said.
Malker hopes to release the project
in February, in celebration of Black
History Month.
The other project is a collaboration
with friend and UNC Cypher
President and senior Adam Dixon,
entitled “Black Radicals,” which the
two hope to release later this year.
“We would have conversations and
we would make running jokes, saying
something like ‘defund the police,’ Malker
said. “One of us might make a response
like, ‘You know you can’t say that, man.
They’ll say you’re a Black radical.’ That
became something we embrace.”
While the project will have songs
focusing on the Black Lives Matter
movement, it’s important to Malker
to create work showing Black life as
more than plight.
“It’s important that people not only
spread and consume the parts focusing
on some of the things we have to deal
with, but also our talent, our being and
our art in general,” Malker said.

He said he hopes the shirt will serve
as a reminder of the movement.
Jethwa and Scott also decided to
donate all revenue from the shirts to
various local and national charities,
ranging from the NAACP to the Know
Your Rights Camp. In total, the brandnew clothing brand raised $2,700.
For Jethwa, it’s a movement, not
a moment. He said Rainy Day will
continue to donate to the BLM fund
‘I’m a Black person always’
moving forward with new releases.
“We can’t stop, we can’t take our
Dixon still remembers the song
foot off the gas, we can’t forget,”
that inspired “Black Radicals.” A
Jethwa said.
friend sent him a beat sampling
“Wake Up” by Travis Scott and The
@notaditya
Weeknd. Malker started freestyling
arts@dailytarheel.com
over the beat, then Dixon crafted
his own verse, which would go on to
DTH ONLINE: To learn more
spawn the project.
about the artists and visit their
Dixon has always been cognizant
websites go to dailytarheel.com.
of the Black Lives Matter movement

DTH/MORGAN PIROZZI, ANGELINA KATSANIS, PARKER BROWN
(Clockwise) Local artists and UNC students Justis Malker, junior, Nick Hylton, senior, Kierra Glover, senior, and Adam Dixon, senior, pose for virtual FaceTime portraits.

microaggressions — but initially
didn’t understand their impact until
he came to UNC, and met more
people who looked and thought like
him.
“I embraced the Black culture
here because I saw people that were
more like me,” Hylton said. “I see how
they’re fighting in the community for
justice and against the oppression
that’s been happening.
Hylton has not been able to attend
recent protests, but has found other
ways to spread his message. One way
he’s done so is by releasing a single,
“Now,” on Soundcloud last month.
“It’s about how there’s never
a better time to stand up and do
something than right now, like
fighting for all the people hurting in
this country,” Hylton said.
He has also been working on a solo
project, which he hopes to release
later this year or in early 2021. A key
aspect of the project is how the gospel
can make waves, Hylton said.
“As I’ve gone farther along in my
journey as a Christian, I see that God
is about relationships,” Hylton said.
“Because of things like racism and the
flaws within us, our relationships are
damaged. I think as we look at Jesus
and his example, we can start to repair
that and bring our people together.”
It’s because of that idea that he
believes music is the perfect vehicle to
spread the message of the movement.
“Music is so powerful,” Hylton said.
“I think music is another language that
is really used to relate and connect to
things that are greater than us. As
‘Now’
we get more music and art pushing
Growing up in Fayetteville, senior for justice in the community and in
Nick Hylton said he experienced support of Black Lives Matter, more
when creating music. It’s part of his
identity, he says.
“My experiences, if they’re negative
or positive, they’re obviously part of
the Black experience, because I’m a
Black person always,” Dixon said.
Dixon understands that there is no
singular Black experience, though he
thinks his own personal experiences
help him relate to others.
“Overall, my experience has been
one of privilege, but I don’t think
that’s necessarily a bad thing, because
it allows me to see what other people
experience and tie it into my own,”
Dixon said.
Though events such as Cypher’s
planned “Get Out the Vote” concert
have been canceled, he thinks Black
art still has a key role in keeping the
momentum of the movement going
this semester.
“If someone releases a song about
the Black experience on campus and
you can listen to it and talk about
it and think about it, that’s really
important,” Dixon said.
In the end, what’s most important to
Dixon is that people hear his message.
“If just one or two people hear my
music and think about it critically,
that’s something,” Dixon said.
One thing that would help spread
that message, Dixon said, is a stronger
platform for Black artists on campus.
“We have some small group things,
but the campus needs to give Black
art a bigger platform that isn’t there
currently,” Dixon said.

“My experiences, if they’re negative or positive,
they’re obviously part of the Black experience,
because I’m a Black person always.”
Adam Dixon

Senior and UNC Cypher President

people are reached and more people
can feel what others are feeling.”
He says if the community supports
and listens to Black voices, greater
strides can be made.
“The more UNC supports Black
voices, the more stories we can get,
the more background we can get
on people, the more attention these
things will get,” Hylton said.
‘It starts with listening’
Whenever senior Kierrah Glover
sits down to paint, she has one
goal in mind — to create positive
representations of Blackness.
“Showing up for Black joy, Black
love, Black self-recognition is my way
of actively showing others that my
Blackness has as many facets to itself
as my art does,” Glover said.
Glover is especially trying to create
positive representations of Black
women in her work.
“My biggest hope is that my art
would be a tool that is unifying
for Black women of all shades and
backgrounds, and a unifying force
for people in general to have a better
representation of what it is and what
it looks like to be a Black woman,”
Glover said.
Glover said she believes visual art
opens a conversation.
“I feel like everyone can have a

dialogue and exchange with art,
despite race, despite gender,” Glover
said.
Glover, a former member of the
CUAB Art Committee, hopes to see
more student groups support and
amplify activist art.
“I think it starts with listening to
the people that are most affected by
this art, but also to the people that
have experience or can relate to the
type of art that’s being put forth,”
Glover said. “If we’re talking about
activism, hear the perspectives of not
one person, but 15 different people.”
Whether she has a physical space
to show her artwork this semester or
not, the mission remains the same for
Glover — to showcase and celebrate
Black women.
“I dedicate so much time and
dedication to my artwork as a way
to promote self-love and admiration,
for not only myself,” Glover said.
“But for so many Black little girls,
growing teens, Black women out
there searching for a space to call
their own, a space where they can be
celebrated for all that they are and
want to be.”
@domferrara5
arts@dailytarheel.com

DTH ONLINE: To learn more
about the artists and see their
work, go to dailytarheel.com.
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How students helped improve water access abroad
By Kate Carroll
Staff Writer

One UNC student organization
funded the building of 23 new wells
in Pakistan this past spring — and
they did it through a weekend of
amateur sports.
The UNC Muslim Students
Association was able to fund the
creation of the wells through their
annual SportsFest fundraiser, which
was held in January this past year.
SportsFest is an annual sports
tournament that brings in amateur
basketball and flag football teams
to compete at the University. Each
year, the registration fees for each
team are donated to a specific
cause — with this year’s being the
Paani Project, a national nonprofit
organization centered around water
accessibility in Pakistan.
Anum Imran, a senior majoring in
statistics and analytics and political

science, is the president of MSA.
She said that because of the
group’s partnership with the Paani
Project, MSA was able to have a
well donated in the name of each
team that participated in the
SportsFest tournament.
“It’s a really hectic and busy
weekend with so much going on, but it
was so worth it getting to see and hear
about the wells that were built,” Imran
said. “Paani Project sent us pictures
of every stage of the process and the
communities that are now benefiting
from those wells and we were able to
share those with each of our teams,
and they were so excited about it.”
The Paani Project was founded
as a student organization and now
operates as a nonprofit organization
at the national level.
Hamza Baloch, a UNC graduate
and Paani Project national coordinator
for student affairs, reached out to the
UNC MSA to suggest the idea of

New group offers peer
mental health support
By Greta Travaglia
Staff Writer

Many students experienced
loneliness, isolation and a general
worsening of their mental health
after they abruptly left campus last
spring — leaving their routines,
friends and lives behind.
During this time, UNC students
Sonam Shah, Sage Atkins and Toby
Turla created Peer2Peer — a one-onone virtual peer support program.
Shah said she and Turla set up a
preliminary version of the program
during the pandemic. It began as a

COVID-19 student hub, with just a
Google form. Shah said she then got in
touch with Atkins and other students
who had experience working with
mental health on campus.
“We’re hoping that if we get
the support and have an inflow
of people and peers who want to
talk, that we’ll be able to grow our
network, and have an even more
diverse group of students as key
responders,” Shah said.
‘They’re not alone’
Clare Landis, a peer support

partnering for SportsFest.
“A lot of people were surprised at
their impact,” Baloch said. “It also
gained recognition for the water issues
that are happening in Pakistan.”
Baloch said he also hopes to
establish a Paani Project chapter
at UNC.
“It would be a separate
organization that basically works
with UNC MSA, as well as other
organizations, to try to raise money
for this cause,” Baloch said.
UNC graduate and former MSA
President Amira Mustafa said that
doing charity work is a core part of
the group’s values.
“In order to embody what being
Muslim means, service is a priority to
us,” Mustafa said. “We want to create
a home for the members and Muslim
students on campus, and service is a
great way to bring it together.”
university@dailytarheel.com
facilitator for Peer2Peer, said she
and her peers wanted to work
on destigmatizing mental health
by making it more of a topic of
discussion. She said they sought to
provide resources for students who
are struggling to make the community
more “mental health-friendly.”
Atkins, a biology major, said
Peer2Peer gives students the
opportunity to talk to a peer
responder as many times as they’d
like at no cost.
“ We tr y to offer as many
opportunities as we can for someone
to find someone that they connect
with or feel comfortable talking to,”
Atkins said.
Atkins said responders come
from a variety of backgrounds. They
each have an introduction on the
Peer2Peer website that tells a little
about themselves and what they’re

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANUM IMRAN
One of 23 wells in Pakistan funded by UNC’s Muslim Students Association. Its
annual SportsFest event helped support the well projects. The SportsFest was
held in order to foster community among Muslim students in the South.

comfortable talking about.
Students seeking support can go to
the organization’s website to request
a peer responder, and a meeting will
be set up between them.
“ We h a v e s o m e g r a d u a t e
students that went to undergrad
at others schools and they were
involved in peer support programs
there,” Atkins said. “So some of the
information they brought back from
how they did things has been really
useful for us as well.”
Atkins said they launched
Peer2Peer in hopes that students will
have more options to seek support
this semester. He said what makes
Peer2Peer a different resource than
other alternatives is that it gives
students the option of anonymity.
“Another really important part is
to make students aware that they’re
not alone in some of the things that

they’re facing,” Shah said.
More mental health resources for
students
Counseling and Psychological
Services Director Allen O’Barr said
CAPS is fully prepared to provide
services to students in the case the
University sends students home
and becomes completely remote.
He said CAPS will be online
for the most part this semester
and that students can call in or
register on the website to set up
an appointment.
Services including individual
t h e r a p y, g r o u p t h e r a p y a n d
medication consultations will
continue to be available this
semester virtually, O’Barr said.
university@dailytarheel.com
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Help Wanted

For Rent

LIFTING HELP FOR MOVED ITEMS

STONECROP APARTMENTS Walk to campus, affordable in downtown, 4 beds/4full baths, 2 beds/2full
baths, RENT INCLUDES ALL utilities;electricity AC/Heat, water, Wi-Fi, W/D built-in, huge kitchen,
dishwasher, refrigerator, ice maker, parking spot in garage, rec room, security entrance elevator. Call 919968-7226 or email to rentals@millhouseproperties.com. www.stonecropapartments.com

Seeking 1 person for lifting help to unpack at new house. $20/hr. In Hillsborough. 2 MD Family.
NEED PCA FOR FALL 2020 24 year old male grad student, need PCA for Fall 2020. No experience
necessary. Competitive pay. Please complete this form: https://forms.gle/wZmKYCwLFQ6hSB396
Will respond to all.
Seeking Grad Student for oversight for Boys, 12/15 with virtual school. Childcare would only be needed
every other week, monitor need for lunch, and any questions, transport to swim, or plan other activities,
etc. May have room and board if interested in basement suite and live in our home. Heidi 919-357-0713.

ROOM FOR RENT Near UNC/Carolina Inn. Larg unfurn rm in pvt home. Parking, WiFi. Cable. No kitchen.
NS. 1 yr lease $595/mo + util. Avail July 1. 919-929-2249.
FURNISHED ROOM FOR RENT Room for rent with bathroom for Fall Semester. Shared common areas
with landlord. 8 miles from UNC. Quiet country setting. Females Only! $750/month utilities included!

LIVE IN TUTOR OR HELPER
Chapel Hill family (of Duke Alumni!) looking for live-in help managing our household. The position is
open immediately but does not absolutely need to be filled until mid-August. We live 15 minutes from
the Bryan Center. The primary responsibility will be tutoring and coaching our 10-year-old son, a rising
5th grader. He is bright and friendly but has learning disabilities, sensory integration disorder, and issues
with distress tolerance. He currently needs rides to camp and occupational therapy, help with at-home
practice of assigned occupational therapy exercises, and oversight completing his basic household
chores. In the fall, he will need help with homework (or homeschool if quarantined). We also need
someone with the ability to jump in to help with general household responsibilities - errands, dishes,
organizing projects, unpacking groceries, you name it. Serious extra points if you like to cook! The job
will be approximately 15 hours a week total, but this may vary. Because of COVID-19, we are looking for
someone to live in. Our house has a large guest room with a private bath situated apart from the main
living area. Your room has a small refrigerator and microwave, but you would have full access to the
kitchen and would be welcome to eat and spend time with the family whenever you like. The house has
ample outdoor spaces and a well-equipped home gym. You would will be able to come and go at your
convenience but we expect you to practice good social distancing when away from the house.
We are open to the possibility of a couple splitting the job. Our ideal candidate is a graduate student/
recent grad with interest in education or psychology, with a sense of humor, easy-going, ability to take
things in stride, who loves dogs, is committed to fitness, enjoys the outdoors, doesn’t smoke or vape, and
is older than 21 years old.
Please respond with an introduction telling us a little about yourself and a resume.

Announcements
AUDITIONS for Carolina Choir, Chamber Singers, and Glee Club this week. Sign up via google doc at
music.unc.edu. All singers welcome! For more info skleb@email.unc.edu.

The LA Times

Crossword Puzzle
(C)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

Tutoring Wanted
EDUCATION COACH NEEDED Seeking PT coach for bright 9th grader to help remotely with organization,
staying on task and tutoring as needed. Spanish-speaking desired. Resume to midwifemeg@yahoo.com.

ACADEMIC SUCCESS COACH NEEDED
Seeking academic success coach for rising 9th grade student who has experienced difficulty keeping up
with homework and assignments. Would involve accessing the student portal for his school and tracking
his assignments, ensuring that he completes his work on a weekly basis. In addition, 2-3 meetings per
week using Zoom/Skype, or socially-distanced in-person meetings, to assist him in getting his work
done correctly. We prefer someone who has experience working with highly intelligent kids who have
ADHD and ASD. A good sense of humor is also key. Pay is $20 to $25/hour to the right, highly qualified
candidate.
MIDDLE SCHOOL POD FACILITATOR Tutor needed 3 days/week (2 hours/day). Duties: check assignments,
verify calendar, play board games, track physical activity, find areas for educational improvement. Call/
Text Bryan 919-475-5071

NEED SPANISH TUTOR FOR 6 YEAR OLD
Seeking a Spanish teacher for my rising 1st grader 2-days per week through the fall semester (and
potentially longer depending on what happens with schools). The teacher would be responsible for
monitoring all of her remote learning, including Spanish lessons (conversing, reading and writing). Will
pay very generously.

Parking
UNC OFF-CAMPUS PARKING- 2 parking options: safe, secure locations. 1.5 miles from campus (Carrboro)
on bus line - 350/semester or 600/year. 5 miles from campus, 200/semester or 350/year. Call or Text Mark
- 919 698 3326. Credit cards, Venmo, and Zell accepted.

HOROSCOPES

If August 14 is Your
Birthday...

You’re especially energized this year. Health and fitness thrive with consistent
practice and care. Revise your professional strategies for new markets. Summer
visions and dreams inspire powerful physical action. Community obstacles
this winter motivate renewed appreciation for family, romance and fun. Love
provides a guiding light.
(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Down
1 Dandy
2 Thurman of the 2005 film “Prime”
3 Having fun
4 Shoe part
5 Apt. house
Across
49Bird popularity surveys?
6 __ grass
1 Peak on the 1,000-yen note
53 Presidents take them
7 Breitling competitor
5 Kicked
54 Song and dance
8 Relating to pitches
11 __ bod
55 Pod resident?
9 Between, in Brest
14 Sign not always recognized
56 “Picnic” dramatist
10 Drying-out hurdle
15 “Sanford and Son” son
57 Fifth-century date
16 Wool coat wearer
58 Wildebeests coming to a screeching 11 Total disaster
12 Loaded with
17 Drove by the campsite?
halt?
13 It might contain an inbox
19 Hist. majors’ degrees
62 Get ready to drive, with “up”
18 Tolkien creatures
20 Half a cocktail hour pair
63 Place for a shot
22 Have a cow
21 Needlefish
64 Distasteful
23 School of whales
22 Winery sight
65 Surg. facilities
24 Foul line watcher, at times
23 It may be proven in court
66 Location query opener
25 Water conduits
25 Johann Sebastian and Johann
67 Viewed warily
26 Red-rooted plant, usually
Christian?
28 Food chain letters
27 Soap opera plot staple
32 Flying formation
29 Kemper who plays Kimmy Schmidt
33 Athletic awards
30 Car stat
35 Some tablets
31 Buckle
36 It may be quantum
34 Big game, say
37 Resident’s suffix
35 Carpenter’s work station?
38 In reality
38 Scotch-Brite cleaning product
39 Awaiting shipment
41 9, at times: Abbr.
40 Donald Duck and Winston
42 Race unit
Churchill wear them
45 First name on a 1945 bomber
42 Bulbs’ pre-bloom condition
46 Polite response
43 Sound of delight
44 U.K. leaders
47 Musical number
48 Smith who played Violet on
“Downton Abbey”
50 Part of OWN
51 Go
52 James, since 2018
56 1,000+ Holidays
58 Texter’s “just so you know”
59 Wrath
60 Hawaiian strings
61 Barrett of Pink Floyd

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 7 — Stick to tested
domestic routines. Home is where
your heart is; take care of household
chores and focus on family. Savor
spontaneous sweetness.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is a 6 — Slow and consider
what’s most important. Ramble down
memory lane. Review and update
long-range planning. Start from a
point of balance. Do what you love.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today is an 8 — Contribute to a
shared venture. Monitor numbers
and discover easy ways to save. Work
out short-term cash flow strategies.
Your greatest strength is love.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is a 8 — Study and practice.
Learn about a fascinating subject.
Collect relevant data and notice
patterns. Make bold discoveries that
rock your world. Network, connect
and share.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today isa 7 — Schedule time with
friends. Connect and find out the
latest. Share ideas and information.
Old passions get rekindled. You’re
especially charming when you’re
inspired.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is an 8 — Collaborate
with your partner to adapt to
unforeseen circumstances. Make
beauty a priority. Treat each other
with kindness. Indulge in nostalgic
reflection.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is an 8 — Discover a profitable
opportunity. Focus on short-term
financial objectives. Allow an insider
advantage. Put together a win-win
deal. Make sure the numbers
balance.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is a 7 — Focus on shortterm priorities. Adapt for new
markets and needs. Simplify. Grow
toward the light. Adjust strategies
to take advantage of unforeseen
opportunities.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Today is aan 8 — Focus to balance
your work and health. Provide
excellent service while nurturing your
own wellness and vitality. Exercise
and natural connection recharge you.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is a 9 — Pamper yourself with
luxuries like hot water, bubbles and
chocolate. Nurture mind, body and
spirit with favorite rituals. Celebrate
small miracles and hidden beauty.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is an 8 — Expand territory.
Explore educational opportunities
newly revealed by recent changes.
Make long-distance connections.
Study new communities and cultures.

Complete the
grid so each row,
column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9.

© 2015 The Mepham Group. All rights reserved.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is an 8 — Prioritize fun. Light
candles for romantic ambiance. Enjoy
the company of your inner circle.
Harmonize and mess around. Create
works of beauty. Share your heart.
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Sidelined:
It’s going
to be a
tough year
Brian Keyes
Sports Editor
is a senior
journalism and
history major from
Washington, D.C.
I’ve learned to hate the phrase
“unprecedented times” over the past
six months.
I was in a hostel in Ireland when I
realized just how different life would
be for the foreseeable future, getting
frantic phone calls and texts from
my family informing me I needed to
get back home immediately because
the president had announced he was
closing the border.
Well, here we are six months later,
and the times are still unprecedented.
I find myself in the unusual position
of being the sports editor of a major
college newspaper, which covers one
of the biggest collegiate athletics
departments in the country. And I
keep waiting for the tweet that says
it’s all canceled.
I still don’t believe that the
games will happen. I don’t think
I’ll believe that they’ll happen until
I’m watching the first snap of the
football season, and even then, I
think I’ ll still be waiting for the
referees to come running out to pull
the players off the field and send
them home. Too much has changed
to believe that we could try to go
back to normal, at least right now.
There’s going to be a whole lot
of news this year. God knows it’s
already started. Every week, the
ACC makes an announcement telling
the world they aren’t canceling
the season yet, taking half steps
toward that outcome. Every week,
our reporters stand on their toes,
wondering if this will be the week
it finally shuts down, and until then
they make preparations to carry on
their normal roles as best they can.
I spent every moment since that
night in Ireland thinking about what
we would all do in August — when
there was a desk of reporters ready to
get out and cover the many sporting
events that happen here at UNC — if
there were no sports. It’s August now,
and I’m still not entirely sure. If there
are sports, we will be there. And if
there aren’t, well, we’ll still be there,
wherever that may be.
I wanted to start this column
to try and put down in writing
what happens this year. Besides
being a watchdog, and a training
center, and a source for local news,
and a whole list of other things, I
think The Daily Tar Heel’s most
important role is as the paper
of record. You can go to Wilson
Library and look at what was
happening in Chapel Hill on any
given date, because someone from
this organization was, for the most
part, there to write about it.
So that’s my goal: to try and record
what happens. In 20 or 30 years
when people ask what was happening
during the pandemic, they’ll be able
to look back at the DTH and see how
we, as a sports desk, tackled our jobs
when it seemed like the reason for our
jobs might disappear.
So think of this as part historical
record, part self-reporting media
column about some of our unique
challenges this year. I hope you’ll
follow along.

MATSON

FROM PAGE 1

So the rookie forward wasted no
time, posting six goals and six assists
in her first seven games. After that
came games against eleventh-ranked
Syracuse, fifth-ranked UConn and
fourth-ranked Duke (twice) — all
UNC wins.
When Matson says she never
gets nervous before games, you
believe her. North Carolina entered
the ACC Championship with an
18-0 record and a lot to lose, and it
was precisely then that Shelton saw
what she considers the signature
moment of Matson’s first season:
a spinning, behind-the-back goal
out of a set piece, 62 seconds into a
game against Wake Forest.
“It was something you just don’t
see at the college level,” Shelton said.
“You just see it and shake your head.”
The Tar Heels never looked back
and won, 7-2, then beat Maryland
two weeks later for the national title.
Matson scored the clincher in a 2-0
win, ending a 23-0 season.
As a first-year, Matson led North
Carolina in goals (20) and assists
(19), and was a first-team AllAmerican. It felt both unlikely and
inevitable that she would follow that
up with something better.
In 2019, Matson led the nation in
points per game, finishing with 33
goals and 15 assists. She repeated
as the ACC Offensive Player of
the Year and also won National
Player of the Year. Best of all, her

team again had a shot at a national
championship — and something
even greater.
In their third game of the year,
the top-ranked Tar Heels played
No. 5 Princeton. The Tigers threw
the first punch, then the second.
By the time halftime came around,
Princeton held a 3-1 lead in Chapel
Hill, putting their hard-earned
win streak in jeopardy. With just
minutes left the score was the same,
any hopes of another perfect season
seemingly dashed.
Matson started the rally with a
score at the 54:59 mark, lasered
in from the left side of the circle.
Moments later she drew a penalty
stroke, which Megan DuVernois
capitalized on. They scored two
goals in less than 80 seconds to
tie the game, and held every shred
of momentum.
Matson spotted Marissa
Creatore and sent the ball toward
the cage with less than 30 seconds
left. Goal. UNC 4, Princeton 3,
and a 25-game winning streak
improbably extended
“I don’t even know how we did
that,” she said. “I really don’t. We
watched film of the last five minutes,
and we were like, ‘That’s never
possible again.’”
They would see Princeton again,
in the national championship.
The Tigers scored early to open
things up, but another last-minute
rally wouldn’t be necessary. North
Carolina ripped off six straight
scores, two from Matson, in a five-

DTH FILE/MORGAN PIROZZI
Sophomore forward Erin Matson (1) clashes with Louisville junior
midfielder Mercedes Pastor (11) during a game on Friday, Sept. 20, 2019.
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Sophomore forward Erin Matson (1) dribbles the ball during the NCAA
Championship Game against Princeton University on Sunday, Nov. 24, 2019.

goal blowout.
A national championship. A
perfect season. Again.
A national team coach called
her “the American dream,” and
there are obvious parallels to
r e i g n i n g fi e l d h o c ke y l e ge n d
Luciana Aymar. With half of
her college career still to come,
Matson’s already in an exclusive
club of UNC greats, alongside the
likes of Mia Hamm and Lawrence
Taylor. But only one name comes
up without fail when people put
Matson’s greatness into context.
Yeah, that one.
“I tell her all the time she’s the
Michael Jordan of field hockey,”
Courtnie Williamson said.
Pa r e n t s , t e a m m a t e s a n d
coaches all see shades of Jordan
in the 5-foot-4 Matson. There is
(of course) the North Carolina
connection. Add in how neither
can remember the details from the
biggest games of their careers, a
seeming testament to how they’re
so dialed in at any given moment.
T h e r e’s a f o c u s , a b o r d e r i n g
obsession, on fundamentals. Most
of all there’s an intensity, a singlemindedness and a desire — maybe
even a need — to win at anything
and everything.
“She steps on the field and she’s
a different person,” Williamson says.
“But that’s how you have to be to be
as great as she is.”
She, like MJ, learned to take
every slight personally. Because her

club team was so dominant, Matson
would turn any minor slip-up into
rocket fuel.
“It was the littlest things,” she
remembered. “If someone stole a
ball from me, someone on another
team that wasn’t nearly as good as
our team, that pissed me off.”
In one game last year, her father
remembers an opponent jawing at
Erin during a blowout. With less
than a minute left and UNC up four,
Erin dribbled downfield and put one
past the goalkeeper.
“There was a concerted effort, with
such little time, to get down there and
score,” Brian remembered. “Almost
like it was a game-winning goal.”
And so the fire rages on for Erin
Matson, until there are no more
drills to run through or obstacles to
overcome or opponents to shut up.
It will be there next season and
the one after that, when she looks
to continue a literally perfect
college career. It’ll be there while
she chases Olympic gold and looks
to inspire the next generation of
field hockey players.
It’ll be there in every practice and
every game. People in the stands will
be hard-pressed not to see it. They’ll
wonder to themselves, Who is that?
How did that happen? and finally,
maybe, Where does that come from?
No one knows how the fire started.
But they know it’s there.
@ryantwilcox
sports@dailytarheel.com

NCAA cancels 2020 fall championships
By Jared McMasters
Assistant Sports Editor

NCAA President Mark Emmert
announced Thursday evening that
the NCAA is canceling all 2020
Division I fall championships
and will attempt to have them in
the spring because of too many
programs postponing their seasons
over COVID-19 concerns.
This announcement comes eight
days after the Division II Presidents
Council and Division III Presidents
Council each canceled their
respective fall championships.
The NCAA’s decision means that
FBS football is the only fall sport
that will be allowed to have a fall
championship because the NCAA
does not govern the sport.
“We cannot now, at this point,
have fall NCAA championships
because there’s not enough schools
participating,” Emmert said in a
video announcement. “The Board
of Governors also said, ‘Look, if
sports@dailytarheel.com you don’t have half of the schools

playing a sport, it can’t have a
legitimate championship.’”
Fall sports teams will still be
allowed to participate in a regular
season schedule, but they will not
have a chance to win a national title.
Here’s which sports this decision
will affect at UNC:
•
Men’s and women’s cross
country
•
Field hockey
•
Men’s and women’s soccer
•
Volleyball
Emmert said in his announcement
that the NCAA’s focus is shifting
to winter and spring sports to
determine a path for those athletes
to have national championships.
“I’m completely confident that we
can figure this out,” Emmert said.
“If schools and conferences want to
move forward and more than half
of them want to do it — and that’s
surely the indication right now —
then let’s do it.”
Two days earlier, the Big Ten
announced that it would be
postponing the seasons of all 2020

DTH FILE/ANGELINA KATSANIS
UNC field hockey players stand as the starting lineup is announced during
the NCAA Championship Game at Kenter Stadium on Sunday, Nov. 24, 2019.

fall sports. Later that day, the Pac12 announced that it would not
have any athletic competition for
the remainder of this calendar year.
The ACC held a meeting

Thursday afternoon to discuss the
fate of its football season.
@McMastersJ
sports@dailytarheel.com

