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DTH FILE/CHRIS CONWAY
Leslie McDonald (2) drives to the basket. UNC defeated Duke 74-66 at the Smith Center on Thursday, Feb. 20, 2014. 

By Parth Upadhyaya
Senior Writer

Sheltered from the few inches 
of snow that had all but shut down 
Chapel Hill, James Michael McAdoo 
and Luke Davis stood on the court of 
an empty Dean Smith Center. 

It was Feb. 12, 2014, and in 
routine fashion, the duo — dressed 
in pregame warmups — shot around, 
loosening up before their North 
Carolina team got set to take on Duke 
a few hours later. Except the only 
game McAdoo and Davis ended up 
playing that night was … H.O.R.S.E.?

About three hours prior to the 
9 p.m. tip-off, it was officially 
announced:  the  contest  was 
postponed because “Duke’s bus is not 
able to get to their campus to pick up 
the team,” according to UNC Athletic 
Director Bubba Cunningham. 

What happened eight days later, 
though, went down in history. The 
Tar Heels knocked off the Blue 
Devils, winning 74-66 against No. 
5 Duke, just the eighth time in the 
rivalry’s history that an unranked 
UNC beat Duke. 

“That’s probably the loudest, 
craziest environment I’ve been in 
— home or away,” then-sophomore 
guard Marcus Paige said after his 
13-point performance. 

The victory marked the first time an 
unranked UNC had beaten Duke since 
senior night of former head coach Matt 
Doherty’s final year in 2003. The other 
years that the Tar Heels accomplished 
the feat were 1954, 1959, 1965 (twice) 
and 1990 (twice).

So, how did it all fall into place 
six years ago for a group that started 
at No. 12 in the AP poll, but saw its 
season nearly derailed as it lost four 
of its first five ACC games? 

“This team was unranked by 
the polls, but had plenty of talent,” 
said Adam Lucas, a columnist for 
GoHeels.com. “You look at that 
roster on paper and you think, ‘Oh, 
this team’s got a chance.’”

Led by Paige, who eventually etched 
his name into Tar Heel lore, McAdoo 
and 2016 first-team All-American 
Brice Johnson, UNC had the firepower 
to compete in most of its games. 

Then, there was the snow. 
With  many UNC fa i thfuls 

expected not to show on the 
original game day, Cunningham 
announced hours before the game’s 
postponement: “Seats that go unused 
by season ticket holders will be filled 
by students.” There was a perception 
by some that Duke didn’t want to 
play in the uber-hostile environment 
that an arena filled with 20,000-plus 
students would create.

Fans, players — and even head 
coach Roy Williams — were irked.  

“The frustrating thing is that you 
go through all the junk on the game 
day and the stress and everything and 
then you don’t get to play,” Williams 
said prior to the rescheduled game. 
“So, you’ve got to do it twice for one 
game. That’s not fair.” 

Eight days later, it was time to 
release that frustration. 

The Tar Heels dug themselves out 
of a seven-point halftime deficit, and 
rode the energy of a crowd that had 
bottled up more than a week’s worth of 
anticipation along with Paige’s second-
half heroics — he scored nine of his 13 

in the final 5:31 — to a victory. 
“That’s one of the loudest games 

there’s ever been at the Smith 
Center,” said Lucas, describing the 
crowd that rushed the court after 
the contest as “Jump Around” blared 
through the Dean Dome speakers. 

By sliding past its rival, UNC 
grabbed its eighth-consecutive win 
and its 19th of the season. North 
Carolina ultimately turned what 
could’ve been a disastrous year into 
a 24-win campaign in which the 
program made an appearance in the 
NCAA Tournament’s Round of 32. 

Nearly six years later, the obvious 
question comes to mind: Can it 
happen again? Can this year’s Tar 
Heels (10-12, 3-8 ACC) use a similar 
recipe for success when the No. 7 
Blue Devils (19-3, 9-2 ACC) come to 
town Saturday?

“Nationally, people say this is 
going to be a walk-over,” Lucas said. 
“I do not think it will be that way, 
and I don’t think anybody in that 
(UNC) locker room thinks in any 

way that’s the case.” 
UNC is coming off a Monday night 

loss to Florida State that further 
hurt the team’s NCAA Tournament 
hopes. And despite the return of Cole 
Anthony, the Tar Heels haven’t always 
looked great with him in the lineup. 

This group will have to channel 
an inner motivator — as if playing 
Duke isn’t enough — just as the 2014 
squad did. Lucas said that, according 
to Williams, the most powerful tool 
a coach can use to push his players is 
when “you can persuade them that 
no one believes in them.”

Now, that shouldn’t be too hard. 
It’s the other questions UNC must 
answer to give Duke a run for its 
money and, maybe, make history in 
the process.  

“They’re all going to have to play 
to the absolute top of their ability,” 
Lucas said. “And if they do that, they 
got a shot.” 
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DTH FILE/LAURA MORTON
UNC senior forward Charlie Everett (15) defends Duke junior  forward Shavlik 
Randolph (42) in the Smith Center on Sunday, Mar. 6, 2005. UNC beat Duke 75-73.

By Chapel Fowler
Senior Writer

You know the moments and the 
players who made them happen. 
Jeff Capel’s half-court shot. The 
Jerry Stackhouse dunk. Austin 
Rivers’ game-winner. Bloody Tyler 
Hansbrough. Bloody Eric Montross.

But what about the players 
who didn’t make those moments 
happen? After all, for every Tar 
Heel star who made his mark on 
the rivalry, there’s another eight or 
so teammates who watched it from 
the sideline.

To figure out that answer, The 
Daily Tar Heel spoke with two 
former UNC basketball players, both 
of whom witnessed a moment of 
UNC-Duke lore, and posed a simple 
question: What was the experience 
like from the bench? Turns out, they 
had a lot to say.

‘It was deafening’

Walk-on Charlie Everett did more 
than just watch an iconic game in 
2005. He started in it.

After two years on the JV team, 
Everett made UNC’s varsity roster 
as a senior. And since March 6 was 
UNC’s final home game that season, 
he found himself on the floor at tip-
off against a Duke team featuring J.J. 
Redick and Shelden Williams.

Talk about a rivalry debut.
Everett’s older brothers, Jim 

and Joe, both played for the varsity 
team in the early 2000s, so he had 
attended his fair share of Duke 
games. But when the 6-foot-3-inch 
forward experienced one as a player, 
running out of the Smith Center 
tunnel to a raucous crowd, he was 
still blown away.

“ T h e  a t m o s p h e r e  i s  j u s t 
ridiculous,” he said.

Everett played the opening 

minute of the game; he registered 
no stats but, 15 years later, flawlessly 
remembers the charge he tried to 
draw and the “nasty forearm shiver” 
he took from Williams while they 
fought for a rebound.

With three minutes left, the 
Tar Heels trailed by nine points 
in the Smith Center. But a furious 
comeback found Raymond Felton on 
the free-throw line, his team trailing 
73-71 with 19 seconds left.

He made the first. Missed the 
second. Then first-year Marvin 
Williams skied up for an offensive 
rebound, corralled it, banked in a shot 
and drew a foul. UNC had the lead, 
and Everett — along with everyone 
around him — went ballistic.

“You never in a million years 
expect that to happen,” he said. 
“Marvin was obviously a star player, 
but to be a freshman and make a play 
like that and hit the free throw was 
just insane. You’re dumbfounded, 
but so excited at the same time.”

After Williams’ and-one, UNC led 
75-73 and got a final defensive stop. 
The team finished a perfect 15-0 at 
home that season and went on to win 
the 2005 national championship.

Everett still holds many a memory 
from that comeback win — and, 
perhaps, some still-aching eardrums.

“There is no way that it has ever 
been louder in there,” Everett said. 
“Ever. It was deafening.”

‘Doing full 360s in air’

Jack Wooten remembers the play, 
sure, but he just as well remembers 
Roy Williams’ frustration in the half-
second before it happened. 

First, a scene setter: UNC traveled 
to Durham that day — March 8, 
2008 — with plenty at stake.

Duke had used a balanced scoring 
effort to beat UNC at home in 
February. The Tar Heels and Blue 

Devils were both 13-2 in ACC play 
entering the game, setting up a 
winner-take-all scenario for the ACC 
regular-season title.

As Wooten somberly noted, 
it was also the team’s first game 
since the heart-wrenching March 
5 murder of UNC student body 
president  Eve Carson.  North 
Carolina players wore an “EVE” 
patch on their jerseys, and Cameron 
Indoor Stadium observed a lengthy 
moment of silence pregame.

“A lot of emotion surrounding that 
game for a lot of different reasons,” 
Wooten said.

As a junior reserve, Wooten 
g l a d l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  r o l e  o f 
hype man for a roster featuring 
Hansbrough, Ty Lawson, Danny 
Green and Wayne Ellington.

Walk-ons go into every game 
“with some ownership of what’s 
going to happen,” he said, but there’s 
a “heightened sense of importance” 
leading up to Duke games.

Ahead of this one, Wooten spent 
extra time with the scouting report 
and imitated Gerald Henderson, 
the athletic Duke slasher and future 
NBA lottery pick, in practice. (The 
contrast still makes him laugh.)

“They were good, they were 
skilled,” he said of the Blue Devils. 
“The atmosphere, again, you run out 
there and you’re like, ‘Oh my gosh.’ 
From my perspective, I better not 
miss a layup in warmups.”

In the first half, UNC led by as 
many as 14 and entered the break 
ahead 42-31. But none of those 
points stood out more than two that 
came with about 2:40 left.

That’s when Green rose up for 
a rebound around the free-throw 
l ine,  squeezed through three 
defenders and ignited a three-on-
one fast break. After four dribbles, 
he hit  guard Marcus Ginyard 
streaking down the left wing. 

That, Wooten said, is when the play 
almost went awry.

“Coach (Williams) probably 
wasn’t too happy with Marcus,” 
he said. “If you’re on a numbers-
up advantage and pass the ball 
backwards, especially against Duke, 
that guy’s going to try to take a 
charge. So Marcus passing the ball 
back to Danny behind him kind 
of put Danny at risk for a charge. 
We’ ll obviously take the results, 
but I guarantee Coach was a little 
bit like, ‘Yeah, that wasn’t the right 
basketball play.’”

The result, if you haven’t deduced 
it by now, was Green dunking on 
Duke’s Greg Paulus — a play that’s 
since been memorialized in many 
a highlight reel and T-shirt. On the 

bench, a joyful Wooten broke out 
into jump-spins, “doing full 360s 
in air,” and celebrated with Mike 
Copeland and Will Graves.

North Carolina ultimately won 
that game, 76-68, and advanced 
to the Final Four, where it lost to 
Kansas. The loaded Tar Heels won 
the 2009 national championship 
the following season, with a senior 
Wooten on the roster. He said 
Green’s dunk is still among his top 
North Carolina memories because of 
what it did to Duke’s crowd.

“ T hat ’s  the  best  sound in 
Cameron: quiet,” he said. “It’s so 
awesome. There’s nothing like it.”

@chapelfowler
sports@dailytarheel.com

How UNC reserves experienced iconic moments vs. Duke
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DTH FILE
Eric Montross played at UNC from 1990-94 and helped capture a national championship in 1993.

Q&A: Eric Montross talks 
Duke rivalry and more

By Ryan Wilcox
Sports Editor

Eric Montross played at North Carolina from 
1990-94, capturing a national championship 
in 1993 and helping the Tar Heels upset Duke 
in the famous “bloody Montross” game. Before 
this year’s first matchup with the Blue Devils, 
we caught up with him to talk his UNC-Duke 
memories, going up against Christian Laettner 
and more. Answers have been edited for brevity 
and clarity.

DTH: Was there a moment when you got to UNC 
when you felt like you got your first real taste 
of the Duke rivalry?

EM: There are a couple stories, but initially, 
being here and watching our students and 
how they hit Franklin Street out of a win, and 
walking up and seeing an absolute mob where 
you can’t walk — that was incredible, and I had 
never experienced anything like that. It’s quite 
a rush. 

Similarly, going over to Cameron and seeing 
the Cameron Crazies — it’s a pretty ingenious 
bunch. I like to say that back in the day they 
were probably even more so. I remember one 
time they were throwing potatoes back and 
forth across the court over our bench. I have 
no idea why, but I’m sure there was something 
that made them do that.

DTH: Your first two years at UNC, Duke wins two 
national championships. What’s it like when 
the school down the road is winning titles, and 
that’s obviously where you guys want to be?

EM: We didn’t pay a lot of attention to 
them (laughs). Not that we didn’t give 
them the respect that was due for winning 
championships.  But until  you win a 
championship, you don’t realize what caliber 
of an achievement that is. 

In 1993, we win it, and at that time, I think 
that’s when I recognized what it took to win 
a national championship. I mean, teams that 
win national championships are just really, 
really good. And it’s so hard. And there are a 
lot of really wonderful teams that haven’t won 
championships. So I think after we won it, 
then I recognized what their accomplishment 
was, and just how hard that was to do.

DTH: So there’s a certain level of mutual respect 
among those championship teams?

EM: I think so. I think so. Grant Hill was 
someone who I always had a great deal of 
respect for. I think Grant is a gentleman, and 
I think he was a terrific player. I have respect 
for Coach Krzyzewski — he recruited me and 
treated me very well. But there is an absolute 
respect, player-to-player, in these rivalries.

DTH: What are your memories of the “bloody 
Montross” game?

EM: That game I will remember not because I 
had cuts all over me. What I’ll remember from 
that game is just leaving it all out on the court. 
And I remember the din, the noise that was in 
the Smith Center. And as we’re walking toward 
Franklin, you could see this sea of people, and 

you could start to hear the noise. It’s just one 
of those things that’s etched in my memory.

DTH: Outside of that game, what would you say 
is your number one Duke memory?

EM: It’s hard for me to parse out one particular 
game. Certainly it would be a win; maybe it’s 
the win where I get cut, here in ‘92. It was just 
nip and tuck the entire way. But all the games 
represented something unique to me. To me, 
the consistency with just how much it took to 
fight through those games — and how much 
emotion was attached to those games — is why 
I don’t see just one as a highlight.

DTH: What do you think Coach Smith’s 
perception of the rivalry was? When he’s 
talking to you about Duke in the pregame, 
what’s he saying?

EM: The interesting thing — and I suspect that 
Coach Williams does the same thing — is that 
we prepared the same way for every opponent. 
Coach Smith did not stray from preparation. It 
was always the same recipe. 

I think that allowed us to maintain an even 
emotional keel. Certainly, we understood 
as players that some games have more hype 
around them than others, but he prepared us 
the same, which conditioned us to never feel 
like the moment got too big. Coach would 
always be very matter-of-fact about how he 
approached these teams, even if they had the 
caliber of players that Duke had when I was 
in school.

I think that’s the reason why even today, we 
see Coach Williams’ teams so much better in 
February than they were in November. It’s the 
repetition, it’s the consistency in the teachings. 
These Hall of Fame coaches know that you 
have to peak at the end of the season, and that 
losses can be stepping stones for success.

DTH: What’s your experience like in the rivalry 
today, getting to call every game and still be 
around it?

EM: It’s really fun, in a totally different way. As a 
player, you get these nervous butterflies before 
competition. At least I did. But it was really 
a good feeling. It was like every hair on your 
body is standing up; you’re just ready to go. 

I don’t get those feelings watching from the 
sideline, but I think because I know what those 
feelings are and I get to see it from the fan’s 
perspective, I appreciate the little things more 
now. And just the consistency with how it’s 
always at the top. People care about Carolina 
and Duke because it has turned into a national 
spotlight game. Everyone knows it.

It doesn’t get much better. It just doesn’t. I 
hate to tell you — you’re young, but it ain’t 
gonna get any better when you get older. The 
rivalry may get better, but nothing else is 
gonna match up to it.

@ryantwilcox
sports@dailytarheel.com

DTH ONLINE:  For the full Q&A with Eric 
Montross and plenty more rivalry coverage, be 
sure to check out dailytarheel.com.
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Breaking down the Blue 
Devil starting 5 & benchKnow your opponent:

TRE JONES  Sophomore guard
By Matt Chilson

Assistant Sports Editor

Tre Jones has been the engine that 
makes Duke go this season. 

Duke’s sophomore guard is known 
for his elite on-ball defense and crafty 
distribution skills. In his first year, 
Jones was named to the ACC All-
Defensive Team and recorded the best 
assist-to-turnover ratio in program 
history. He’s the only returning starter 
from one of the most enthralling teams 
in the history of college basketball, so 
he had to deal with almost complete 
turnover in the lineup.

This season, the Blue Devils’ 
captain has done more of the same, 
with an improved ability to score.

Despite missing two games this 
season with a mild left foot sprain, 
Jones has averaged 15.2 points per 
game and has accumulated 133 

assists this season. He is clearly 
the captain of the ship, as the next-
closest Blue Devil has just 56 assists.

But it is not just his ability to 
distribute the ball that makes him 
an All-ACC performer. The guard’s 
defense is his best trait.

Jones pocketed 68 steals last 
season and already has 38 steals in 20 
games through this year’s campaign. 

He contained Coby White in the 
first UNC-Duke matchup in 2019, 
only allowing the North Carolina 
guard to score nine points, but 
struggled to contain White in the 
second matchup in which he scored 
21 points for the Tar Heels.

When North Carolina and Duke 
face off on Saturday, Jones will be 
tasked with guarding a very different 
player in Cole Anthony. The UNC 
guard, one of the most elite scorers 
in the country, is back on the court CASSIUS STANLEY First-year guard

By Jared McMasters
Assistant Sports Editor

If any Duke fans feared that they’d 
have to experience a drought of 
highlight reel dunks following Zion 
Williamson’s departure, their prayers 
were certainly answered once 
Cassius Stanley arrived on campus.

The 6-foot-6, 193-pound shooting 
guard has all of the length and 
explosive athleticism to deliver 
thunderous slams at will. Ranked as 
the No. 35 high school player in the 
country for the 2019 recruiting class 
by 247 Sports, Stanley appears to 
have all of the tools — the athleticism, 
the shooting accuracy, the mechanics 
— to be successful at the professional 
level if he’s able to fine-tune his skills 
and add some extra muscle.

When he’s not sending Cameron 
Indoor Stadium into a frenzy with 

his jams, Stanley has proven that 
he has the potential to become a 
knockdown shooter.

Stanley nailed 18 of his first 22 
shots in a Blue Devils uniform and 
hasn’t looked back since. The Los 
Angeles native is hitting more than 
50 percent of his attempts from 
the field and is converting on 35.2 
percent of his 3-pointers.

Stanley seemed nearly unstoppable 
through the team’s first seven games 
before a left hamstring injury on Nov. 
29 slowed him down. The first-year 
missed most of Duke’s game against 
Winthrop, sat out the following game 
against Michigan State and returned 
to the floor for about seven minutes 
against Virginia Tech on Dec. 6.

Coming off of his injury, there was 
a bit of a lull for the guard throughout 
December, as he totaled just 20 points 
in four games that month.

But with the new year came a 
newfound tenacity from Stanley. The 
first-year began to take more shots as 
he became more comfortable in the 
Blue Devils’ system and averaged 
15.4 points on 53.3 percent shooting 
from the field to go along with 4.7 
rebounds per game in January.

Stanley’s combination of talent 
and his recent resurgence on the 
court will make defending him a tall 
order for North Carolina. The only 
guard UNC has that is truly athletic 
enough to keep up with Stanley is 
Cole Anthony, but there are still 
question marks surrounding how 
healthy he’ll be for the Tar Heels’ 
matchup with Duke.

Because of Stanley’s height, 
North Carolina will most likely have 
to primarily rely on Leaky Black or 
Brandon Robinson in its attempt to 
contain the Duke guard. The key for 

those two to frustrate Stanley will be 
playing physical and forcing the first-
year to share the ball.

Stanley has just 22 assists in 21 
starts this season but has turned 
the ball over 38 times, so if the Tar 
Heels can force the ball out of his 
hands, there’s a chance for UNC to 
capitalize on the fast break.

The other glaring weakness in 
Stanley’s game is his tendency to flirt 
with foul trouble. The 20-year-old 
has committed three or more fouls in 
seven games this season, and on five 
of those occasions, he played less than 
30 minutes. If North Carolina can 
play a physical brand of basketball, 
the Tar Heels will have a shot at 
forcing Stanley out of the game and 
limiting the Blue Devils’ scoring.

@McMastersJ
sports@dailytarheel.com

for the Tar Heels. But how 
has Jones performed against 

similar competition?
He has faced off against two 

of the nation’s best point guards this 
season when the Blue Devils played 
Kansas and Michigan State. Against 
Devon Dotson and Kansas, Jones 
allowed the Jayhawk guard to score 
17 points on 5-9 shooting.

But Jones cleaned things up by 
the time he faced Cassius Winston 
and Michigan State. Winston, a 
consensus pick to the preseason AP 
All-America Team, was limited to 
12 points on 4-14 shooting against 
Duke. Jones shut down one of the 
best guards in the country en route 
to an 87-75 win for the Blue Devils.

It is clear that the sophomore is an 
elite defender and has handled some 
great players. But more impressively, 
Jones scored 15 and 20 points on 

Dotson and Winston, respectively.
His offensive game could also be 

cause for concern for the Tar Heels 
on Saturday. If they let him drive and 
distribute the ball, it is going to be a 
long night for UNC. 

One potential way to stop Jones 
and get him flustered is forcing 
him to shoot 3-pointers. While he’s 
shooting an improved 34.7 percent 
from deep this season, he was just 
26.2 percent from distance last year.

He’s a great distributor and 
finisher, so Anthony and the other 
North Carolina guards will need 
to keep Jones beyond the 3-point 
line if they want to shut him down. 
Limiting Jones’ paint entries will be 
a big key to a potential Tar Heel win 
on Saturday.

@matt_chilson
sports@dailytarheel.com
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Breaking down the Blue 
Devil starting 5 & benchKnow your opponent:

VERNON CAREY  First-year forward
By Ryan Wilcox

Sports Editor

Forgive Vernon Carey Jr. for not 
being the generational talent that is 
Zion Williamson.

A year ago, the most recent No. 1 
overall NBA draft pick starred for 
the Blue Devils, shattering records 
and imaginations by averaging 22.6 
points and 8.9 rebounds on 68 percent 
shooting. Williamson was a phenom, 
a one-man wrecking ball and one of 
the most dominant players of recent 
memory in college basketball.

As the next hyped Blue Devil 
big man — the No. 6 player in his 
class, according to 247Sports, and 
the third-ranked center — first-year 
Carey has had the unenviable task 
of following that up. All he’s done 
is make himself a player of the year 
candidate by averaging 17.8 points,9 

rebounds and helping No. 7 Duke to 
a 19-3 record.

He’ll be priority No. 1 for the Tar 
Heels against Duke on Saturday, but 
that’s not enough. They’ll have to hold 
him in check if they want an upset win.

The first thing to know is that 
Carey is a beast on the glass, best 
evidenced by a 31-point, 12-rebound 
performance — in just 22 minutes, 
it’s worth noting — against California 
in late November.

Carey has also stepped out to take 
the occasional long ball this season, 
having made five of 12 shots from 
3-point range. He’s logged 13 games 
without a triple attempt, so he’s not 
a consistent threat from deep — but 
if he gets the urge to take and make 
a couple from distance, UNC’s night 
could be over early.

All that is to say that North 
Carolina’s big men, junior Garrison MATTHEW HURTFirst-year forward

By Ryan Heller
Senior Writer

At 6-foot-9, 214 pounds, Duke 
first-year forward Matthew Hurt was 
expected to be a weapon for the Blue 
Devils, giving them a much-needed 
combination of length and shooting. 
In a lineup made up of slashers and 
a physical post-player in first-year 
Vernon Carey Jr., Hurt was a lock to 
be a starter from day one. 

It wasn’t easy going at first — Hurt 
had a rough start to his first season at 
Duke, averaging 8.7 points through his 
first six games — though he played only 
five minutes against Georgetown in one 
of those games. He also had trouble 
finding his shot, making well under 50 
percent of his field goal attempts. 

Recently, though, the forward has 
started to catch his stride and has 

turned into a reliable contributor.
One of the biggest improvements 

is his 3-point shooting. Hurt has 
shown his ability to light it up from 
deep, hitting multiple threes in nine 
games this season, including five 
in a 25-point performance against 
Boston College on New Year’s Eve. 

His efficiency helps the Blue 
Devils to spread the floor, allowing 
ACC Player of the Year candidate 
Carey to get open looks in the paint. 

If he’s able to shoot the three well 
against North Carolina, Duke will 
score at a pace that’ll be hard for the 
Tar Heels to keep up with. UNC has 
struggled to defend the outside shot 
all season, allowing its opponents to 
shoot 33.3 percent from deep (194th 
in the country) while shooting just 
29.6 percent from deep themselves.

Hurt doesn’t only affect the 
game through his shooting, though. 

He’s also a threat in the post. He’s 
displayed a wide array of creative 
post moves, adding another element 
to his diverse game.

On the defensive end, Hurt is 
also strong, defending well on the 
perimeter and in the paint. He can 
stay with most guards and can hold 
his position in the post. Recently, he 
has also shown his chops as a rim 
protector, getting at least one block 
in seven of his past nine games. 

The Blue Devils will need him to 
play tight defense, as he will have to 
guard UNC junior forward Garrison 
Brooks, who has played the best 
basketball of his career this season. 
If Hurt struggles, North Carolina 
will try and expose that matchup 
and Brooks could put on another 
impressive performance.

UNC should look to attack Hurt 
on the glass, too. While Carey is there 

to grab the majority of the boards, 
Hurt hasn’ t seen double-digit 
rebounds yet this season, only going 
over six twice. The Tar Heels will 
likely need to win the rebounding 
battle to have a chance at an upset.

North Carolina’s starting lineup 
of Brooks and first-year center 
Armando Bacot has given the 
team some impressive rebounding 
numbers.  UNC is plus-8.7 in 
rebounding margin this season 
and should be able to use size to its 
advantage. Getting second-chance 
opportunities will be huge for a team 
that doesn’t shoot the ball well. 

Duke is clearly the favorite on 
paper, but if Hurt struggles on either 
offense or defense, UNC’s chance for 
an upset will significantly increase.

@ryanheller23
sports@dailytarheel.com

Brooks and 
first-year 

Armando 
B a c o t ,  w i l l 

have their hands full, to put it lightly. 
And with limited depth to back 

them up, it’ ll be of the utmost 
importance for Brooks, especially 
— UNC’s best two-way player — to 
defend without fouling. Though Carey 
is shooting just 62.3 percent from the 
free throw line, it’s more important 
that UNC doesn’t find itself without its 
junior forward for extended stretches, 
in which case Carey will have his way.

Which brings to mind a possible 
attack plan for the Tar Heels, what 
with their limited three-point 
abilities and deflated offensive 
numbers this season: Pound the 
ball inside and get Carey himself in 
foul trouble (he was DQ’d against 
Colorado State by collecting five fouls 

after just 15 minutes of action). Wear 
the Blue Devils out with physicality, 
keep the game close throughout and 
see what you can do late.

One more thing in UNC’s favor: 
Carey has logged just 25 assists this 
season to 46 turnovers. He doesn’t see 
the court exceptionally well, and stats 
would suggest that he doesn’t respond 
well to double-teams thrown his way.

Thus, another possible solution 
for the Tar Heels: send multiple 
players at Carey. From there, again, 
you play the odds: Hoping the Blue 
Devils don’t hurt you too much 
elsewhere, hoping the game ends 
up close late, and hoping you cobble 
together enough points to topple 
your rival and bolster your NCAA 
Tournament hopes.

@ryantwilcox
sports@dailytarheel.com
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Breaking down the Blue 
Devil starting 5 & benchKnow your opponent:

JORDAN GOLDWIRE  Junior guard
By Chapel Fowler

Senior Writer

With first-year guard (and former 
UNC target) Wendell Moore Jr. 
sidelined with a hand injury, Duke 
has tinkered with its starting lineup 
in ACC play. 

Over the last month, though, 
Jordan Goldwire has solidified his 
role for the Blue Devils.

As of Saturday, the 6-foot-2 junior 
guard has started Duke’s last seven 
games, playing heavy minutes and 
serving as a secondary floor general 
to Tre Jones. He even logged a career-
high 13 points and three 3-pointers 
against Pittsburgh on Jan. 28.

Moore came off the bench against 
Syracuse and Boston College, 
averaging 27 minutes in those two 
games. If he can go, his impact is 
obvious: the 6-foot-6 forward is uber-

athletic and provides a significant ball-
handling and scoring option for Duke.

If he can’t, though, here’s a look 
at Goldwire, a sneaky player who 
has come up big against North 
Carolina before.

The guard from Norcross , 
Georgia, played just 6.5 minutes a 
game as a first-year. Last season, he 
logged 8.6 a contest and scored just 
under a point per game.

But, in his third year with the 
program, he’s shattered those marks. 
Through 22 games, Goldwire’s 
averaging 22.5 minutes and 4.1 
points. He also shoots 46.7 percent 
from the field.

When he has started, Goldwire 
has (predictably) not been a top 
offensive option, deferring to Jones, 
Vernon Carey Jr., Cassius Stanley 
and so on. As a result, North Carolina 
may help off Goldwire and or hide a 

weaker defender on him when he’s 
playing among Duke’s starters; as a 
sixth man, he’ll require more of the 
UNC bench’s attention.

The Tar Heels can’t forget about 
too much, though. Just take last 
year’s ACC Tournament semifinal as 
an example. In a game dominated by 
future NBA lottery picks, Goldwire 
still came up big in crunch time.

With Duke trailing 71-70, RJ 
Barrett drove to the rim but was 
stripped by Kenny Williams. Luke 
Maye appeared to secure the loose 
ball, but it ended up in the hands of 
Goldwire, who grabbed it and shot 
up for an open go-ahead layup. The 
Blue Devils went on to win, 74-73.

His stat line from that game 
was subtle: just four points, 2-2 
shooting, three rebounds and two 
steals in 28 minutes. But plays 
like that reflect Goldwire’s role on 

this 2019-20 Duke team: filling in 
where he’s needed.

Ahead of last Saturday’s game at 
Syracuse, Goldwire played at least 
30 minutes in five of his last seven 
games. Such experience, deep in ACC 
play, is a good sign for the guard, 
even if Moore starts and Goldwire 
comes off the bench.

With UNC focusing its defensive 
efforts on first-year phenoms Carey 
and Stanley, as well as stalwarts 
Jones and Matthew Hurt, a sneaky 
play or two from Goldwire could be 
on the table.

And even if it’s just a layup here 
or fastbreak-initiating steal there, 
such a Goldwire contribution could 
change momentum in the rivalry 
game, as it’s done before.

@chapelfowler
sports@dailytarheel.com

By Parth Upadhyaya
Senior Writer

When No. 7 Duke visits Chapel 
Hill on Saturday night, it’ ll do so 
with one of its deepest rotations in 
recent memory.

The Blue Devils (19-3, 9-2 ACC) 
have used four different starting 
lineups in ACC play alone. Six players 
are averaging more than 20 minutes 
per game; 10 are averaging more than 
12. This has inevitably made Duke’s 
bench a key part of its game plan.

Or, as head coach Mike Krzyzewski 
put it after a win at Georgia Tech on 
Jan. 8: “All our guys should consider 
themselves starters, because you are 
not playing behind anybody.”

In the Blue Devils’ past seven 
games, they’ve started Tre Jones, 

Jordan Goldwire, Cassius Stanley, 
Matthew Hurt and Vernon Carey. 
With this starting five — and a healthy 
Wendell Moore — Duke’s bench is 
scoring an average of 22.5 points per 
game this season, 27.3 percent of the 
team’s total scoring average.

That could mean trouble for the 
Tar Heels (10-12, 3-8 ACC), who 
heavily rely on the production of 
their starters.

North Carolina hopes to start Cole 
Anthony, Brandon Robinson, who sat 
out Monday against Florida State due 
to a sprained right ankle, Leaky Black, 
Garrison Brooks and Armando Bacot. 
The weight of the offensive burden 
falls on the shoulders of Anthony (19.5 
points per game), Brooks (14.9) and 
Robinson (13.1). 

While Andrew Platek leads the 

UNC bench in minutes per game 
with 21.6, the typical four-man 
unit (which includes Justin Pierce, 
Christian Keeling and Jeremiah 
Francis) combines for just 19.5 
points per contest. And keep in mind 
these numbers are inflated because 
of Anthony’s 11-game absence. 

Fatigue was a factor for the Tar 
Heels in close losses to Wofford, 
Clemson and Virginia Tech. Even 
with a healthy Anthony, it could 
be a problem again against Duke. 
UNC doesn’t have the bodies Duke 
has, and it certainly doesn’t have the 
amount of top-to-bottom talent head 
coach Roy Williams is accustomed to 
having on his rosters.  

“I think it is going to be something 
we have to deal with all season, and 
it concerns us a great deal,” Williams 

said in November about his team’s 
lack of depth. 

The 69-year-old Hall-of-Famer 
has had to hold his breath at times 
when leaving his reserves on the 
court for extended minutes. On the 
other hand, weapons on the Blue 
Devil bench include players that 
impact both ends of the court — like 
Moore, the team’s most versatile 
defender, and the sharpshooting 
Joey Baker (42.4 percent from deep). 

Even guys deeper in the rotation, 
like Alex O’Connell and Javin 
DeLaurier, have found ways to 
contribute in Duke’s recent wins. In a 
30-point blowout against Miami on 
Jan. 21, O’Connell scored eight points 
in five minutes. Then, in the Feb. 1 
win over Syracuse, he broke double 
digits in conference play for the first 

time this season with 11 points, while 
DeLaurier pitched in eight. 

The Blue Devils reserves have 
hit their stride at the right time, 
and the Tar Heels will likely need 
their bench to match or eclipse that 
production to have any shot of an 
upset Saturday.

@pupadhyaya_
sports@dailytarheel.com

What Duke’s bench could provide in Saturday’s matchup
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BY THE NUMBERS

4
Duke starting lineups 
in ACC play

10
Duke players 
average 12-plus min.

27.6
Bench points per 
game

1
UNC reserve averaging 
20-plus min.

DTH GRAPHIC/JEFFREY SHUTTER
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CHRONICLE



Advertisement Friday, February 7, 2020The Daily Tar Heel 9



Rivalry EditionFriday, February 7, 2020 The Daily Tar Heel10

OUR TEAMS MAY BE RIVALs

WHEN IT COMES 
TO HOUSING THERE is 

NO COMPETITION

student store

GEAR UP FOR RIVALRY WEEK!
Because of your purchases, Student 
Stores have been able to contribute 
more than $30 million to Carolina 

scholarships and fellowships!

store.unc.edu
UNC Student Stores @uncstudentstores @StudentStores

Save 20% on one UNC Spirit item when you 
download our app!

By Chapel Fowler
Senior Writer

With apologies to iLoveMakonnen, 
the first North Carolina-Duke 
game isn’t going up on a Tuesday. 
Or a Wednesday. Or a Thursday, for 
that matter.

This year, Round One of the blue 
bloods’ historic men’s basketball 
rivalry will tip off on Saturday, Feb. 
8 at 6 p.m. in the Smith Center.

As noted by Pat James of GoHeels.
com, you’d have to go back nearly 
three decades —  when Duke hosted 
UNC on Saturday, Jan. 19, 1991 — 
to find the last time the Tar Heels 
and Blue Devils played their first 
game on a day other than a Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday.

In a perfect world, they’d go three 
more decades before they have to 

open on the weekend again.
Don’ t get me wrong — this 

scheduling quirk won’t change 
the main things we already know 
and love about college basketball’s 
greatest rivalry. A sell-out crowd. A 
prime-time slot on ESPN. National 
media galore. Future NBA lottery 
picks in battle. A month’s worth of 
bragging rights for the victor until 
the rematch, which traditionally 
comes on an early March weekend.

But the lack of a midweek game 
this time around just doesn’t sit right 
with me. How so? Let’s backtrack to 
last February to understand why.

North Carolina’s trip to Cameron 
Indoor Stadium on Feb. 20, 2019, 
was deservedly hyped from a 
basketball standpoint. No. 1 Duke 

By Brian Keyes
Assistant Sports Editor

The University of North Carolina 
is a school of traditions. Everyone 
knows about the pregame slides on 
the court or the dances the team 
does at Late Night with Roy. 

The most famous tradition, of 
course, will forever be the rush of 
Franklin Street — when thousands 
of UNC students, wherever they 
currently are, drop everything to 
rush to the center of Chapel Hill in 
celebration after winning a national 
championship or downing cross-
town rival Duke. 

In the last 20 years or so, a tradition 
within that tradition has started to 

take root. Groups of students have 
taken it upon themselves to bring 
old couches, along with other smaller 
items and set them on fire in the 
middle of the street. 

And then? Well, they jump over 
the fire, of course. 

Because students are setting large 
fires in the middle of tightly packed 
crowds with thousands of people 
around, not everyone is happy with 
the practice. 

“I wouldn’t call it a tradition. First 
and foremost, it is a significant public 
safety hazard, and it’s dangerous,” 
Matt Sullivan, recently retired fire 
chief of Chapel Hill, said. “It has led 
to significant injuries over the course 
of the years that I’ve been around. I’ve 

seen burns, I’ve seen people scarred 
for life, because of interactions with 
bonfires in a crowd.” 

Given the size of crowds, Sullivan 
said people have been pushed into 
bonfires or have suffered injuries due 
to smoke inhalation. Plus, many of the 
people celebrating are impaired by 
alcohol, which can increase the risk 
to themselves and those around them.

The fire department does its best 
to make it clear how dangerous the 
practice can be with pre-planned 
safety messaging. Still, UNC students 
set couches on fire. 

Last year, former DTH assistant 
sports editor James Tatter planned 
on being one of those students. In 
UNC’s first matchup against Duke, 

when Zion Williamson famously 
blew out his shoe early in the game, 
Tatter and several housemates 
started eyeing the old couch that had 
been sitting in their backyard. 

When it became clear the Tar Heels 
were going to win, the boys hoisted 
the couch onto their shoulders and 
ran to Franklin Street. Before they 
could light it, they were approached 
by a firefighter who told them if they 
set the couch on fire, they’d all be 
spending the night in jail. 

“That ended that pretty quick,” Tatter 
said. “We did not burn the couch.” 

Instead, they tore their shirts 
and jackets off and set those on fire 
instead. Soon, a crowd gathered 
around and contributed their own 
articles of clothing as well. In that 
crowd was student body president 

Ashton Martin, who contributed a 
scarf to the burning pile.

“I would’ve given a jacket if it 
hadn’t been so cold,” Martin said. 

She said rushing Franklin Street 
helps build a community within the 
student body, even among those 
who don’t care about sports. As for 
the fires, Martin said the practice 
has become embedded into the 
rushing Franklin experience and 
now, students expect it. 

“I don’t think it’s because people 
necessarily want to set things on 
fire,” Martin said. “I think it’s just 
a tradition that we all know. And 
like, I guess we have to set things 
on fire.” 

@bg_keyes
sports@dailytarheel.com

Column: The 
midweek matchup

SEE SATURDAY, PAGE 11

A look at the couch-burning tradition at UNC

DTH FILE/ DUSTIN DUONG
Student rush the intersection of Franklin and Columbia Streets after a victory against Duke on Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2019. 



Rivalry Edition Friday, February 7, 2020The Daily Tar Heel 11

A Medical Home for All

East 54 - 1240 Environ Way
Chapel Hill, NC 27517

919-240-7269
www.mosaiccarenc.com

Our compassionate team of providers and staff 
offer innovative and collaborative medical care 

in a welcoming environment. 

We partner with our patients to provide high-
quality care tailored to each unique individual. 

Services offered: Primary Care, Gynecology, 
Adolescent health, Weight-inclusive care, Transgender 
care, Menopausal care, IUD insertion, Eating disorders

• 1, 2, 3 & 4 Bedroom Apartments
• Rent includes FREE WIFI and Parking
• Less than a mile to UNC and Downtown

Within walking distance of UNC and 

downtown Chapel Hill.  Renovated 

apartments offer beautiful new kitchens with 

black appliances.  With 13 floor plans to choose 

from, you are sure to find just what works for 

you.  There’s ample parking just steps from your 

door.  Stratford Hills is bordered by Bolin Creek 

and miles of nature trails to enjoy.  Residents can 

also enjoy the on-site fitness center and the pool 

during the summer.

700 Bolinwood Dr.,  Chapel Hill, NC  
(919) 929-3015

stratfordhillsapts.com

Column: The modern myth of UNC-Duke

DTH FILE/ BETH ELY
An intentional foul by Duke’s Gerald Henderson left sophomore Tyler Hansbrough 
injured. UNC defeated Duke 86-72 in the Smith Center on Sunday, Mar. 4, 2007. 

By Ryan Wilcox
Sports Editor

Literature professor and mythologist 
Joseph Campbell defines his concept of 
the “monomyth” as such:

A hero ventures forth from the 
world of common day into a region 
of supernatural wonder: fabulous 
forces are there encountered and 
a decisive victory is won: the hero 
comes back from this mysterious 
adventure with the power to bestow 
boons on his fellow man.

Immediately makes one think of 
UNC-Duke basketball, no?

Now, I know what you’re thinking: 
here’s some semi-intellectual idiot on 
the internet, framing a dumb sports 
game in loosely academic terms 
to make himself feel better about 
dedicating large portions of his life 
to people shooting a ball. To that I 
say ... well, just hear me out anyway.

From a Tar Heel perspective: A 
hero (Tyler Hansbrough) ventures 
forth form the world of common day 
into a region of supernatural wonder 
(a packed Dean Dome): fabulous 
forces (Gerald Henderson elbows) 
are there encountered and a decisive 
(86-72) victory is won: the hero 

comes back from this mysterious 
adventure with the power to bestow 
boons (alcohol-induced elation) on 
his fellow man (student).

It goes beyond one game though. 
Styles make fights; UNC-Duke is 
an ideological battle. Private school 
versus public. Three-point shooting 
and patient offense versus dominant 
big men and infinite fast breaks. 

At the risk of sounding like an 
overzealous English major, there’s a 
reason why UNC-Duke is a national, 
or even global, affair. It’s a myth, a 
story of monumental proportions 
on the level of “The Odyssey,” or 
“Hamlet” or “Star Wars.” It captures 
our imaginations and etches itself 
into our memories.

Chuck Klosterman once wrote 
that everything can be framed in 
terms of the definitive NBA rivalry 
of the 1980s: you’re either a Lakers 
person or a Celtics person, and 
there’s no in-between. 

I posit that actually, you’re either 
a North Carolina person or a Duke 
person. And there is definitely — 
with no apologies whatsoever to N.C. 
State fans — no in-between.

Squint hard enough and you 
can see the archetypal through 

lines: Roy Williams, the country 
kid forever indebted (in his mind) 
to the magisterial Dean Smith, 
versus the royal blue evil empire. Or, 
alternatively, the self-made Coach K 
who regularly does battle with the 
common hicks down the road.

The lines in the sand are clearly 
drawn. Now that we see that, it’s 
worth asking: What kind of coward, 
if asked who they wanted to win, Tar 
Heels or Blue Devils, would say “Oh, 
I don’t really care”?

Shut up. Of course you care. You 
have to. Ask the least sports-obsessed 
person you know — or a five-year-old, 
for that matter — to watch a UNC-
Duke game for five seconds and they 
can tell you which team they prefer, if 
only because of the color of the jerseys 
or who happens to be winning or the 
look of a particular player or coach.

Myths used to exist to explain 
natural phenomena, like rain or 
tornadoes or shitty crop yields. Now, 
in the context of sports, they serve a 
more important purpose: making us 
really invest in something, anything, 
without reservation.

Sports isn’ t war, or politics 
o r  r e l i g i o n .  T h e  s t a ke s  a r e 
comparatively low. It divides us, but 

in a harmless way. It lets us create an 
identity, point to something massive 
and lofty and bigger than ourselves 
and say, “That. That’s me.”

That’s Duke versus UNC: an ever-
evolving myth, with new chapters 
written annually, that tells us 
about ourselves and those who are 
definitely not ourselves. It bridges 

the eight-mile gap between the 
proverbial us and them. 

And while we don’t necessarily have 
to make peace with those across from 
us, we can at least look at them and say, 
“Yup. There they are. Those bastards.”

@ryantwilcox
sports@dailytarheel.com

featured a generational talent in 
Zion Williamson, plus R.J. Barrett and 
Cam Reddish. No. 8 North Carolina 
boasted a fun mix of vets and youth.

The Tar Heels’ 88-72 win that 
night became ESPN’s most viewed 
midweek men’s college basketball 
game of all time (4.343 million 
viewers, per Nielsen) and its third 
highest-rated regular-season game 
ever. As you may remember, a former 
President was also in attendance.

Here in Chapel Hill, Barack 
Obama’s sheer presence somewhere 
in the Triangle that afternoon sent the 
student body into a collective frenzy. 
Whispers of Obama and his younger 
daughter, Sasha, taking a secret visit 
to UNC’s campus and journalism 
school spread like wildfire.

Pretty soon, an increasingly 
large crowd was running through 
the rain and mud to rumored 
building after rumored building to 
… Cosmic Cantina? … for a chance 
to see the world-famous family — 
malfunctioning umbrellas and all.

It was fun and spontaneous and 
idealistic and stupid. Most of all, 
it was memorable: The kind of 
moment that will live on forever 
through friend groups and party 
stories. You had to be there.

That’s the whole point. You had 
to be there. Physically. There’s 
this wonderfully weird energy in 
common spaces — the office, the 
classroom, the grocery store — ahead 
of big sporting events.

It blossoms even further when 
that big sporting event falls on a 
weeknight. There’s a tangible buzz and 

nonstop chatter and, here at UNC, a 
meticulously detailed plan on how 
you’ll go to your 11 a.m. class, skip the 1 
p.m. class since you have a free absence 
left, get in line at Four Corners, take 
shifts with your friends so someone 
can drop off backpacks or pick up food 
and … well, you get the point.

It’s a bit of a burden, sure, but it’s 
just once a year. You may be up until 
1 a.m., yet the following Wednesday/
Thursday/Friday brings a boatload of 
fun. There’s morning-after trash talk, 
bleary-eyed (or hungover) water-
cooler conversations and couch- or 

bench-burning stories to swap, 
depending on which school won.

This issue is mostly above the 
rivals’ heads. Scheduling is, above 
all else, a game for conferences and 
their respective television partners. 
So in the same vein of Mack Brown, 
who despises Friday night college 
football games, and Roy Williams, 
who despises 9 p.m. tip-offs, I direct 
my frustration toward those bigwigs.

Long live the midweeker.

@chapelfowler
sports@dailytarheel.com

SATURDAY
FROM PAGE 10
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DTH/DUSTIN DUONG
Ryan Wilcox (right), sports editor of The Daily Tar Heel, dribbles past a Duke Chronicle staffer during the scrimmage. 

By Madeline Coleman
Senior Writer

DURHAM — If you had walked 
into Duke’s Brodie Recreation Center 
on the morning of Sunday, Jan. 26, 
you would’ve seen what looked like a 
typical pickup basketball game. 

But it wasn’t just any game. Eight 
members of The Daily Tar Heel sports 
desk traveled out to Durham for The 
Battle of the Blues: Newspaper Edition 
as they faced off against more than 20 
members of the Duke Chronicle.

Yes, the game was fueled primarily 
by deciding which college has the 
better newspaper. But the two are 
also competing to see who can raise 
the most money ahead of the first 
UNC-Duke men’s basketball game 
of the season, and who can put out 
the better rivalry edition.

“We kick their ass with our 
sports coverage,” senior writer Parth 
Upadhyaya said. “Why not kick their 
ass on the court, too?” 

The DTH sports desk overwhelmed 
the Chronicle, winning three games to 
one in a best of five series on the road.

“You could feel the tension from 
the rivalry matchup,” sophomore 
assistant editor Matt Chilson 
said. “We came into the game very 
confident, and I think they could 
kind of tell from the beginning that 
we were confident. That was really 
the difference in the first two games. 

“We thought we were going to 
win, and I don’t know if they really 
felt the same way.”

Game 1 was the only one close 
out of the four that the journalists 
played, but the DTH was still able to 
set the tone. Early on, Chapel Fowler, 
a senior and self-described “discount 
Nikola Jokic,” got under the basket 
early in the first game. He quickly 
dumped the ball off to fellow senior 
Matthew Audilet, a forward on the 
UNC club basketball team, who 

caught the pass and dunked easily. 
“I looked over at the Duke bench, 

and they were in shock,” Audilet said. 
“They were like, ‘Did he really just 
do that?’”

Despite missing some shots early, 
sports editor Ryan Wilcox scored the 
final five points in a closely-contested 
first game to take a 1-0 series lead.

Tensions rose in Game 2 when the 
DTH’s Ryan Heller started playing a 
physical brand of defense, angering 
a Chronicle staffer. A yelling and 
shoving match ensued, causing the 
editors to separate the two and call 
for a brief cooling-off period. 

“For a moment, I thought he 
wanted to fight me,” Heller said. “I 
had no intention of escalating it in 
any sort of manner. I was just trying 
to get in his head.” 

The Chronicle’s only win came in 
Game 3 with a 23-15 victory. But the 
DTH ended the series in Game 4, as 
Audilet went on an 8-0 tear by himself 
to start the game. Later on, he found 
himself one-on-one with a defender on 
a fast break, “as good of a time as any 
to try to dunk on someone.”

The poster attempt,  which 
would’ve been one for the ages, 
rimmed out.

“I could barely stand up, I was in 
so much shock,” Upadhyaya said. 
“(The Chronicle staffer’s) life flashed 
before his eyes.”

Despite being outmanned and in 
a hostile environment, the DTHers 
handled business. And while the 
Chronicle declined to travel to Chapel 
Hill this year, all signs are pointing to 
a rematch in Woollen Gym in 2021.

“The number one thing for me 
was doing it on the road,” Wilcox 
said. “They ‘overwhelmingly voted’ to 
stay (in Durham), so we overwhelm-
ingly voted to kick their ass.” 

@mwc13_3
 sports@dailytarheel.com

DTH/DUSTIN DUONG
Brian Keyes (left), assistant sports editor at The Daily Tar 
Heel, wrestles for control of the ball during the scrimmage.

DTH/DUSTIN DUONG
Members of The Daily Tar Heel’s sports desk pose for a 
portrait in Brodie Recreation Center post-scrimmage.

‘Kick their ass’: DTH trounces Chronicle in scrimmage
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3 national championships

 16 - 20 record vs. Duke
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5 national championships
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DTH FILE/JASON ARMOND
UNC fans celebrate with fireworks in the middle of Franklin 
Street after the win against Duke on Thursday, Feb. 8, 2018.

DTH FILE/NASH CONSING
Sophomore Emily Wise piggybacks on first-year Andrew Cowan at the Franklin-Columbia 
intersection following the Tar Heel’s 88-72 win against Duke on Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2019.

DTH FILE/EMILY CAROLINE SARTIN
North Carolina sophomore guard Brandon Robinson (4) goes up for a lay up during the 
home game against Duke on Thursday, Feb 8. 2018. UNC beat Duke 82-78.

DTH FILE/NASH CONSING DTH FILE/DUSTIN DUONG
A crowd of UNC students cheer on the men’s basketball team in the Student Union during 
the Tar Heels’ 88-72 win against the Duke Blue Devils on Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2019.

UNC students gather around a bonfire after rushing Franklin Street following the men’s 
basketball win against Duke on Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2019. The Tar Heels won 88-72.

DTH FILE/TARYN REVIOR
UNC guard Cameron Johnson (15) attempts to block Duke forward 
R.J. Barrett during the game on Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2019. 

DTH FILE/NATHAN KLIMA
North Carolina guard Seventh Woods (0) shoots a lay up during the second half of the 
game in Cameron Indoor Stadium on Saturday, March 3, 2018. UNC lost to Duke 74-64.

DTH FILE/NATHAN KLIMA 
North Carolina sophomore guard Brandon Robinson (4) goes up for a lay up during the 
home game against Duke on Thursday, Feb. 8, 2018.  UNC beat the Blue Devils 82-78.

DTH FILE/EMILY CAROLINE SARTINDTH FILE/TARYN REVIOR
Coby White (2) attempts a layup against Duke in the Smith Center on Saturday, March 9, 2019. 
UNC defeated Duke 79-70 on Senior Night to finish the season as ACC regular season champions.

Former President Barack Obama made an appearance at the first UNC-Duke match-
up of the 2019 season on Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2019. The Tar Heels beat Duke 88-72.



12 | FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2020  dukechronicle.com   The Chronicle

3806 University Dr Durham, NC 27707     |    (919) 908-1991   |     uhilldurham

Duke Jazz 
Ensemble with 

Ulysses Owens Jr.

Friday, February 21, 2020
Baldwin Auditorium 

8:00pm

tickets.duke.edu

out on top, the student has become the master 
on a few occasions. Brey’s Notre Dame teams 
have pestered the Blue Devils since joining the 
ACC, with the Fighting Irish defeating Duke five 
times between 2014 and 2016.

The biggest stage between Krzyzewski 
and a disciple came in March’s NCAA 
tournament, when Dawkins and ninth-
seeded Central Florida nearly pulled off an 
upset against the top-seeded Blue Devils, 
falling 77-76 in a game that required 
incredible luck for Duke to win.

After the heartbreaking loss, a resigned 
Dawkins couldn’t help but reminisce of the 
time when Goliath was on his side. Even after 
Krzyzewski’s pupils have long been on their 
own, even if he rips their hearts out, Krzyzewski 
will always be their mentor.

“He’d probably put me on the line now, and 
I’d probably start running suicides,” Dawkins 
said following the Knights’ devastating loss to 
the Blue Devils. “That’s just part [of the mentor 
relationship], once someone’s coached you, they’re 
your coach for the rest of your life.”

Dawkins’ reference to running suicides 
evokes memories of Krzyzewski’s military 
background and his own mentee relationship 
with a celebrated coach. The then-scrawny 
Weber High School product played point guard 
at Army in the 1960s under head coach Bob 
Knight before serving in the military. When the 
Chicago native returned from duty, Knight—
who held the Division I wins record until 
Krzyzewski passed him in 2011—hired him as 
an assistant at Indiana, before the young coach 
took over the job at his alma mater in 1975. 
After a five-year stint at Army, Krzyzewski was 
hired as the Duke head coach in March 1980. 
The rest is history.

Krzyzewski himself was a heady, defensive-
minded guard who rose through the coaching 
ranks quickly, largely through his close ties 
to a college basketball legend. In each of his 
pupils are striking similarities to Krzyzewski’s 
own story.

‘Love every single one of your players’
While still coaching under Krzyzewski, his 

mentees soak in every word he has to say. After 
all, who is better to teach how to run a college 

basketball program from than one of the most 
successful coaches in the sport’s history?

Though many branches already exist, 
Krzyzewski’s coaching tree is not done growing. 
On his current staff, there are multiple likely 
future head coaches, with all four fitting the 
Krzyzewski assistant formula: young former 
Duke players known for their defense and 
intangibles on the court.

“Every single day that he’s with us, he’s 
teaching us valuable lessons,” Nolan Smith, 
Duke’s Director of Basketball Operations, 
said. “He even makes points to say, ‘When 
you all become head coaches, make sure 
you do this.’ I’m constantly taking notes 
from him. I feel like every single one of 
our assistant coaches does the exact same 
thing because every single day it’s endless 
knowledge for the future careers we want to 
have as head coaches.”

It’s not just Krzyzewski’s current assistants who 
feel his impact on a daily basis. His disciples are 
constantly reminded of their mentor and look back 
to their time with him for guidance.

“Coach K has left an incredible legacy at 
Duke over the course of his 40-year career,” 
Wojciechowski said in an email to The 
Chronicle. “He’s touched every aspect of the 
University’s campus and the greater Durham 
community as well.  In regards to his former 
players, he’s impacted us in so many positive 
ways, that on a daily basis we are able to reflect 
on the lessons we learned under his tutelage.”

As for the coaching lessons from 
Krzyzewski, it’s simple.

“[K’s biggest lesson] is to just love every 
single one of your players,” Smith said. “He 
truly loves and cares about every single one 
of his players and he prepares. He prepares 
better than anybody that I’ve ever been 
around, for anything.”

‘I hope it keeps going’
Krzyzewski will turn 73 during the 2019-20 

season and the unfortunate reality for Duke is 
that he is approaching the end of his tenure—
even though finding a touch of gray among his 
jet black head of hair is hard to find. 

As such, any discussion of Krzyzewski’s 
legacy inevitably leads to the question of 
succession: who’s next to lead the Blue Devils? 
While trying to replicate Krzyzewski’s success at 
Duke is an impossible task, the next Duke men’s 
basketball head coach will likely come from his 

crop of mentees.
It may be that one of his pupils takes over 

Krzyzewski’s former position at the helm of 
the Blue Devils, carrying on his legacy through 
his sustained success at Duke. But all the more 
likely is that Krzyzewski lives on in college 
basketball for years to come thanks to his 

DNA
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dozens of mentees rising through the ranks, 
making their own legacies along the way.

As for if he thinks his legacy will continue 
on through his disciples, Krzyzewski remains 
optimistic.

“I think that it will keep going. I hope it 
keeps going.”

Chronicle File Photo
Mike Krzyzewski and then-Blue Devil point guard Quin Snyder talk strategy.

Chronicle File Photo
Tommy Amaker, now Harvard’s head coach, had a special relationship with Krzyzewski. 
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PROUD SUPPORTERS OF 
DUKE MEN’S BASKETBALL

SHOOTERS II

than doubled from the usual number, as around 
35 officers were on the scene to monitor the 
postgame festivities. Guards continued to protect 
some benches on campus hours after the victory, 
and the benches escaped unscathed. 

In 1990, however, following another berth to 
the Final Four after a victory against Connecticut, 
benches burned freely. Duke Public Safety and 
Durham police officers stood by watching in 
case of any over-the-top antics. And though the 
Final Four win over Arkansas sent more benches 
to their demise, UNLV’s blowout of the Blue 
Devils in the championship game prevented the 
ultimate celebration.

Duke men’s basketball would soon have 
another shot at the championship the team 
had been so tantalizingly close to, but that 
run of success would create clashes between 
students and administration over the future of 
bench burning.

Campus set ablaze
Regulations began falling into place in 

1991 following student injuries after the 
March 3 Duke-North Carolina game. After 
several students were injured in another 
common celebration—mudsliding—a 
committee was convened to discuss how to 
make the festivities safer.

In light of a fractured vertebra and dislocated 
shoulder, the committee decided to ban 
mudsliding and place limitations on bonfires. 
Students couldn’t nab benches without houses’ 
consent, and the University, not students, would 
organize and oversee the fire. Celebrants also 
weren’t allowed to stand on burning benches or 
run through the fires. 

Krzyzewski even wrote a letter to the editor in 
The Chronicle encouraging students to abide by 
the new rules. 

The policy’s first test came after the Blue Devils’ 
win against St. John to enter the Final Four, and it 
passed with flying colors. No violations or injuries 
were reported in The Chronicle afterward, and 
the students’ quotes suggest that their joy wasn’t 
dampened by the restrictions. Toilet paper and 
tennis balls still flew freely through the air as 
firecrackers exploded and stereos blasted from 
around the quad.

Following the semifinal win against UNLV, 

the celebration was crazier but still manageable. 
Students poured out of Cameron Indoor, where 
they were watching the game on the big screen, 
and descended upon the Duke-sponsored fire in 
the Cameron parking lot. They also started their 
own on West Campus.

“The students and fans began running 
and dancing around the blaze, screaming and 
hugging friends and strangers in a delirious 
victory celebration,” The Chronicle reported. 
“The partying, which quickly spread throughout 
the bonfire, lasted late into the night.”

It was the danger from off campus, not the 
students themselves, that dominated storylines 
the next morning.

Seven larcenies were reported as off-campus 
individuals broke into dorm rooms and 
vehicles, and a Domino’s pizza driver had his 
vehicle stolen. Four non-University-affiliated 
individuals were arrested for the crimes.

Of course, it was beating Kansas and 
capturing Duke’s first championship that led 
to the loudest uproar on campus. Students 
undressed to dance naked around the bonfire 
outside Cameron Indoor Stadium, as toilet 
paper and jubilant cheering once again 
covered West Campus. Several students were 
injured and went to the emergency room, but 
after security had been tripled and Towerview 
Road closed, fewer off-campus individuals 
were arrested in the celebration.

“The first bonfire in 1991 was quite different 
than the ones today, as we currently have a plan 
in place that involves extensive preparation, 
planning and collaboration and focuses on 
safety,” Wasiolek wrote.

‘Hurled into the flames’ 
Duke’s string of success would continue, but 

1992 would be the year that put bench burning 
under increased administrative scrutiny. Although 
the University began further limiting campus access 
to non-Duke personnel, the celebrations became 
wilder than ever and forced the University to 
reconsider how it approached the issue.

Public Safety was unsuccessful in stopping 
bench burnings after a North Carolina win in 
March 1992, and one student described the 
celebration at the time as “lamer than usual.” 
That attitude was soon to change.

While the celebrations for the iconic Christian 
Laettner-led, last-second win against Kentucky 
in the Elite Eight and the Final Four triumph 
over Indiana were lively but manageable, all hell 

broke loose after the Blue Devils won it all for the 
second consecutive year. 

“The 10-foot high scorching blaze built 
and ignited by the University for students 
was not high enough—within minutes, the 
possessed fans obtained a dilapidated couch 
and a section of metal bleachers ripped 
from Wallace Wade Stadium,” The Chronicle 
reported afterward. “Both the couch and the 
bleachers were hurled into the flames as the 
students yowled with delight.”

The official fire outside Cameron spread, as 
students started bench-fueled bonfires of their 
own in Clocktower Quad. Amidst the carnage 
and craze, dozens of students were injured, 
some falling into the fire and others struck by 
flying bottles.

“We spent a whole year in preparation to 
make this a safe celebration, and the students 
made our jobs as difficult as hell,” Public Safety 
Chief Robert Dean told The Chronicle at the 
time. “We weren’t out there to spoil their fun. 
Fortunately, no one was killed.”

There were reports of guns and knives being 
wielded on campus, and fights broke out in 
dorms. The Sigma Alpha Epsilon common room 
was the site of a tussle after the fraternity refused 
to give beer to a student, leading to a fight that 
knocked someone unconscious.

Despite the dozens of injuries, several 
Duke alumni told The Chronicle that the 
injuries and conflict don’t dominate their 
memory of the events.

“When I remember those nights, I don’t 
remember them for tension with Public Safety,” 

BENCHES
FROM PAGE 3

said Paul Hudson, Trinity ‘94, who served as 
Duke Student Government president. “I think 
overall, when people remember them, they 
remember having a good time, remember being 
excited—maybe doing a couple stupid things—
but there wasn’t any kind of police-state feeling 
to the evenings.”

He attributed the more raucous behavior to 
a few bad apples, but added that most students 
were just there to have fun.

Michael Saul, Trinity ‘94 and a Chronicle 
reporter who covered many of the bench burnings, 
said that the conflict between police and students 
was generally limited to those who chose to 
celebrate in crazier fashion. How students would 
remember those nights is very dependent on 
perspective, he explained.

Sara-Jane Raines, Trinity ‘83, has been working 
for Duke University Police Department since 1989. 
She was an officer assigned to work during the 
bench burnings after the 1991 and 1992 national 
championships and called the spontaneous 
bonfires “very, very dangerous.”

“My recollection of most altercations on 
bonfire nights was that the arguments were 
generally between a group of students who 
wanted to burn a bench and the students who 
wanted to protect the benches that they worked 
hard to build and paint,” she wrote in an email. 
“Our role was to keep the peace and mediate as 
best we could.”
Note: This is part one of a three-part series about the 
raucous history of Duke students burning benches 
after major basketball victories. Check dukechronicle.
com for the other installments. 

Charles York | Photography Editor
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Cameron Indoor Stadium. He gets left off the list, 
however, because of the expectations coming into 
his senior year. The Oregon native saw dips in 
points, rebounds, assists and 3-point percentage, 
despite being selected preseason ACC Player of 
the Year after holding off the NBA Draft. Singler 
was selected to the All-ACC first team, his second 
consecutive nod.       -Smith

G: 2016-17 Luke Kennard
With a smooth lefty stroke from outside, 

Kennard had a standout sophomore campaign, 
averaging a team-high 19.5 points per game on 
a highly efficient .629 true shooting percentage. 
Ultimately, Kennard was left off this list as the 2016-
17 team had a forgettable finish to the season, and 
the Ohio native had a less well-rounded game than 
Allen, Smith or Scheyer.         -Saul

C: 2012-13 Mason Plumlee
If Okafor’s 2015 squad did not win the 

national championship, Plumlee would 
have made my all-decade team. The Warsaw, 
Ind., native peaked during his senior season, 
averaging 17.1 points, 9.9 rebounds and 1.4 
blocks per game while serving as Duke’s 
leader on both ends of the floor. Plumlee 
led Duke to the Elite Eight—where it fell to 
Louisville in the ‘Kevin Ware’ game—and 
earned first-team All-ACC and second-team 
All-American honors.    -Model

ALL-DECADE
FROM PAGE 5

Chronicle File Photo
Mason Plumlee had one of the most 
impressive seasons for a center last decade. 

Chronicle File Photo
Luke Kennard’s smooth lefty stroke made 
him a favorite for Blue Devil fans.

Chronicle File Photo
Kyle Singler had a storied Duke career, but 
his senior season was mildly disappointing. 
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40 YEARS OF COACH K

‘It’s in their DNA’: Krzyzewski’s legacy already lives on
By Derek Saul
Sports Editor

Note: This story orginally appeared in The 
Chronicle’s Nov. 1 Men’s Basketball Preview 
special edition.

The last time that someone other than Mike 
Krzyzewski headed the Duke men’s basketball 
program, gas cost about a dollar per gallon, 
there was only one Star Wars movie and 
Duke Athletics as a whole had zero national 
championships.

Over the course of the last four 
decades—2019-20 marks his 40th season as 
the Blue Devils’ head coach—Krzyzewski 
has transformed Duke into the preeminent 
program in all of college basketball, with five 
national championships, three Olympic gold 
medals and the most all-time wins of any 
college basketball coach to his name.

But one day, the man who has become 
synonymous with Duke basketball will no 
longer be the Blue Devils’ head coach. And after 
Krzyzewski is long gone from the world of college 
basketball, his legacy will live on with dozens of 
current coaches who played or coached under 
him, being shaped by the winningest coach in 
college basketball history.

“Our program has had a lot of success, so 
you’re around people who work hard together 
to produce success and you’re not just around 
a great player or whatever,” Krzyzewski said at 
Duke’s media day in September. “It’s in their 
DNA then to do that and they seek other teams 
like that and they keep growing. And I’m proud 
of them. We have a lot of people.”

‘I don’t want anybody here that doesn’t want 
to be a head coach’

The list of current college head coaches 
that Krzyzewski coached or had on his staff as 
an assistant is a long one: Harvard’s Tommy 
Amaker, Howard’s Kenny Blakeney, Notre 
Dame’s Mike Brey, Pittsburgh’s Jeff Capel, 
Northwestern’s Chris Collins, Central Florida’s 
Johnny Dawkins, Arizona State’s Bobby Hurley, 
Niagara’s Greg Paulus and Marquette’s Steve 
Wojciechowski all fit the billing. That doesn’t 
even include Utah Jazz head coach Quin Snyder, 
who played for and coached under Krzyzewski, 
or the scores of others with Duke ties currently 
serving in leadership roles across college 
basketball and the NBA.

Nearly all of Krzyzewski’s disciples were 

known in their playing days for being hard-
nosed guards who were relentless defensively 
with unrivaled leadership on the court. Amaker 
won National Defensive Player of the Year in 
1987 despite his diminutive 6-foot frame before 
serving on the Blue Devil coaching staff for 
nine seasons. Wojciechowski’s resume looks 
nearly identical to Amaker’s: the 5-foot-11 point 
guard also earned National Defensive Player of 
the Year Honors in 1998 before coaching under 
Krzyzewski for more than a decade. 

Blakeney, Capel, Collins, Dawkins, Hurley, 
Paulus and Snyder also all played guard for the 
Blue Devils before advancing in the coaching 
ranks. Brey is the black sheep of the bunch, 
a former guard at Northwestern State and 
George Washington before coming to Duke as 
an assistant.

It’s no coincidence that so many of his 
disciples eventually find themselves at the head 
of their own program: Krzyzewski only wants 
those with ambitions of being a head coach to 
join his staff, a common trait among former 
tenacious guards.

“He gave me an opportunity, and the great 
thing about being with Mike [Krzyzewski] was 

Chronicle File Photo
This season marks Mike Krzyzewski’s 40th at the helm of the Blue Devils. 

he told me when he hired me is that he said ‘I 
don’t want anybody coming here that doesn’t 

want to be a head coach,’” Brey, who served on 
the Blue Devil coaching staff from 1987 to 1995, 
said at ACC media day.

‘I swear by him’
When his disciples reach their ultimate 

goal of taking control of their own Division I 
program, the relationship between Krzyzewski 
and his mentees does not disappear. Rather, the 
disciples turn to their former boss and coach 
for guidance—after all, Krzyzewski has been the 
mentor, confidante and role model for many of 
these men for decades.

“He’ll always be a mentor to me,” Capel, 
who coached under Krzyzewski from 2011 to 
2018, said at ACC media day. “He’s been that 
to me since I was 16 years old. The friendship 
part came after I graduated, but probably more 
when I went back there to work as an assistant. 
I tell people all the time that when I was 16 and 
17 years old, I believed in him. Now I’m 44 and 
I swear by him.”

Although the relationship between the Blue 
Devil head coach and his disciples is normally 
nothing but love, things can get awkward. 
Inevitably, Duke and the teams coached by 
Krzyzewski’s mentees will play each other, and 
while the Blue Devils more often than not come 

See DNA on Page 12

WHERE ART THOU, TENTERS?

Low tenting turnout puts attendance numbers in jeopardy
By Shane Smith
Blue Zone Editor

Henry Haggart | Assistant Sports Photography Editor
The hype surrounding Duke’s home game against North Carolina last year was historic, but 
the demand from students for this year’s installment is down.

With all the recent talk about decreasing 
attendance among Cameron Crazies at Duke men’s 
basketball games, Krzyzewskiville may have run 
into an unfathomable problem—a shortage of 
tenters for the Tobacco Road rivalry.

A year after experiencing astronomical 
registration numbers for tents in Krzyzewskiville 
for the highly anticipated Duke-North Carolina 
game, there are still spots available for white 
tenting—the shortest period of tenting offered 
for a guaranteed spot into the upcoming March 7 
matchup in Cameron Indoor Stadium.

Each year, line monitors set up the Race 
to the Secret Spots, in which students must 
follow clues and sign in at different locations 
on campus to receive a white tenting spot. 
Usually this event is needed to accommodate 
the large number of groups that want to tent, 
and last year, 30 white tenting spots and 30 
flex tenting spots were filled. However, this 
year is different, with spots in white tenting 
still open for groups to register, according to 
a post in the Krzyzewskiville Piazza group 
from co-vice president of tenting Trevor 
Stevenson. The fact that there are white tents 

available confirms that fewer than 30 groups 
participated in the race.

“There is still space available in KVille for 
more White tents. They will be filled on a first 
come, first served basis. The registration form 

will be posted soon!” Stevenson stated Tuesday 
afternoon on the forum.

Regarding how many groups participated 
in the Race to the Secret Spots, line monitor 
Thomas Williford said he “[believed] the 

number was around 10.”
In 2019, more than 150 groups signed up to 

tent on the first day of registration, and a trivia 
test had to be used to determine which 70 would 
have a spot outside Cameron Indoor Stadium. 
According to Krzyzewskiville’s official website, 65 
tents have registered and only 41 are currently set 
up as the blue tenting period, the middle-length 
session, comes to a close Feb. 8.

The Chronicle reached out to co-head line 
monitors Maddie Manning and Ben Succop 
numerous times for comment Monday and 
Tuesday but received no initial response. They 
responded Wednesday afternoon, a day after this 
article’s initial publication, confirming that there 
are still white tenting spots available. However, 
Succop would not confirm the number of groups 
that participated in the race.

There are many potential reasons for the 
decrease in interest for this year’s game, starting 
with the Tar Heels’ recent performance. Despite 
ascending to No. 5 in the AP poll earlier this 
season, North Carolina currently holds a 10-12 
record and is tied for last in the ACC. The day 
of the game will also be the first day of spring 
break for Duke students, and it’s hard to match 
the anticipation from last year’s game that 
featured a top-3 matchup, Zion Williamson and 
Barack Obama.

Chronicle File Photo
Former Duke point guard and assistant Steve 
Wojciechowski now coaches at Marquette.

Chronicle File Photo
Jeff Capel, who played and coached under 
at Duke, is now Pittsburgh’s head coach. 



The Chronicle dukechronicle.com   FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2020 |  5

BEST OF THE BEST

The Chronicle’s all-decade team
By Evan Kolin

Assistant Blue Zone Editor

Michael Model
Associate Sports Editor

Glen Morgenstern
Assistant Blue Zone Editor

Derek Saul
Sports Editor

Shane Smith
Blue Zone Editor

The 2010s were kind to Duke men’s 
basketball—Mike Krzyzewski’s program brought 
home a pair of national titles in addition to a 
host of individual accolades. With the embrace 
of one-and-done players, this decade brought 
perhaps the most individual talent that Durham 
has ever seen. 

With the 2010s concluding in December, 
The Chronicle decided to compile our own 
all-decade team consisting of the five most 
impactful Blue Devil seasons over the last 10 
years. Narrowing it down to just five players 
was not easy, but here are the results:

Our all-decade team

G: 2010-11 Nolan Smith (Four votes)
One of the brightest personalities to ever wear a 

Duke uniform, Smith followed up the 2010 national 
championship with a career senior season, in 
which he won ACC Player of the Year and garnered 
consensus first-team All-American honors. His 
20.6 points, 5.1 assists and 4.5 rebounds per contest 
should have been enough for National Player of 
the Year honors, but BYU’s Jimmer Fredette was 
an absolute force in 2010-11. With classmate Kyle 
Singler struggling to score efficiently, Smith stepped 
up as Duke’s go-to guy and seamlessly transitioned 
to point guard with Kyrie Irving missing 27 games 
due to a toe injury.       -Smith

G: 2015-16 Grayson Allen (Three votes)
Among his four years in a Duke jersey, 

sophomore Grayson Allen shined the brightest. 
Already a national champion, Allen took the reins 
of the Blue Devils. He scored 21.6 points, dished out 
3.5 assists and nabbed 1.3 steals per game, all team 

highs. Allen did this with cyborg-like efficiency. He 
logged an impressive 26.1 PER, shooting better 
than 40 percent from deep and 83.7 percent from 
the charity stripe. As if a ring wasn’t enough, Allen’s 
sophomore season granted him a special place in 
Blue Devil lore.             -Morgenstern

F: 2017-18 Marvin Bagley III (Five votes)
The No. 1 recruit in the Class of 2017—even 

after reclassifying—instantly became one of the 
most dominant big men to ever wear the Blue 
and White. Bagley averaged 21.0 points and 11.1 
rebounds during his lone season in Durham 
en route to a program-record 22 double-
doubles as a freshman. Bagley also became 
the first Blue Devil to lead the ACC in scoring 
and rebounding. The Tempe, Ariz., native 
announced his arrival at the PK80 Invitational, 
where he led Duke to the title with a pair of 
30-point, 15-rebound efforts in back-to-back 
dramatic comebacks against Texas and Florida. 
Bagley would never look back, dominating 
throughout the season before becoming the No. 
2 pick in the 2018 NBA Draft.  -Model

F: 2018-19 Zion Williamson (Five votes)
Trying to put Williamson’s freshman season 

at Duke into words is nearly impossible, but the 
6-foot-7, 285-pound forward was an absolute 
sensation. The accolades for Williamson merely 
begin to tell the story of how the Spartansburg, 
S.C., native took college basketball by storm: 
he took home National Player of the Year and 
ACC Player of the Year with ease thanks to a 
never-before-seen blend of efficient scoring, 
otherworldly athleticism and elite defense. 
Not many players have dominated on the 
court like Williamson, but certainly nobody 
has dominated the national conversation or 
attracted the social media following that the 
2019 NBA Draft’s first pick did in his only 
season in Durham.         -Saul

C: 2014-15 Jahlil Okafor (Four votes)
Okafor came to Durham as the No. 1-ranked 

recruit in the country, and it didn’t take long 
for Blue Devil fans to realize why. The Chicago 

native sunk 25 of his first 30 collegiate field goal 
attempts, eventually winning ACC Player of the 
Year—the first freshman to ever take home the 
honor—and finishing second in the Wooden 
Award only to Wisconsin’s Frank Kaminsky. 
Okafor got the last laugh, however, as Duke 
defeated Kaminsky’s Badgers in the season’s final 
game to capture the program’s fifth national 
championship.       -Kolin

Honorable mentions:

G: 2009-10 Jon Scheyer (Two votes)
Scheyer’s 39.9 percent mark from the field 

won’t drop anyone’s jaw. However, throughout the 
entirety of that national championship campaign, 
the point guard from Illinois did all the little things 
right, including leading the ACC in assist-to-
turnover ratio and free throw percentage. If there 
were a list of players who defined what it truly 
meant to be a Blue Devil, Scheyer’s name would be 
one of the first ones there.        -Kolin

G: 2018-19 R.J. Barrett (One vote)
If there is one major snub from the team, 

it has to be Barrett, who delivered an incredible 
freshman campaign in Durham despite being 

outshined by Williamson. The consensus first-
team All-American was the first high-major player 
since 1993 to average 22 points, seven rebounds 
and four assists in a season, and although his shot 
selection was faulty at times, he simply produced 
and kept the Blue Devils afloat with Williamson 
out. Barrett also recorded Duke’s only triple-
double of the decade.      -Smith

C: 2017-18 Wendell Carter Jr. (One vote)
Carter will forever be known for the blocking 

foul that ended the Blue Devils’ NCAA tournament 
run. However, Carter played a remarkably efficient 
lone collegiate season, scoring 13.5 points, hauling 
in 9.1 rebounds and blocking 2.1 shots per game in 
a frontcourt with Bagley. What’s more, he finished 
second all-time among Duke freshmen in rebounds 
and blocked shots, and the 6-foot-10 big man shot 
41.3 percent from deep.            -Morgenstern

Notable misses:

F: 2010-11 Kyle Singler
There is a strong argument that can be made 

for Singler getting his jersey hung in the rafters of 
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21ST CENTURY RIVALRY

GTHC, a student-made app for tenters, hits K-Ville
By Jake C. Piazza
Staff Writer

Rebecca Schneid | Associate Photography Editor
There is now an app to help tenters coordinate their group’s shifts in Krzyzewskiville. 

Winter typically marks the time of year 
when people leave their house bundled up from 
head to toe and scurry indoors as quickly as 
possible, but not for the significant portion of 
Duke students known as tenters. After gathering 
a group of friends and pitching a tent in 
Krzyzewskiville upon their arrival from winter 
break, tenters must follow rigid guidelines in 
order to secure one of the sought-after spots in 
Cameron Indoor Stadium for the Duke-North 
Carolina men’s basketball game. 

For years, there have been numerous ways 
to organize tent members’ schedules, each one 
designed to save groups from the devastation of 
failing a tent check from Krzyzewskiville’s governing 
body, the line monitors. From pen and paper to 
Google Sheets, innovation has been prevalent in 
Krzyzewskiville since its beginnings. Enter Game 
Tenting Help Center, a new app that automates 
tenters’ schedules, sends notifications for line 
monitor announcements and more, originating a 
year ago from co-founders and Duke seniors Aman 
Ibrahim, Rikki Kendall, Anesu Mafuvadze and 
Vinit Parekh.

Ibrahim knows what it feels like to lose his spot 

in Krzyzewskiville, and he felt that no other Duke 
students should have to feel his pain. 

“The issue came when we had to figure out 
how to schedule people into tents…. It eventually 
led to us getting two tent strikes and getting kicked 
out. I was like, ‘How is there not a solution for 
this?,’ and I looked around and there was not one, 
so I decided to build one myself.”

The main purpose of GTHC is to take the 
burden of constructing schedules off of the 
tenters and let the app do the dirty work. Tenters 
can log in via their student IDs and upload their 
own availabilities to the app, selecting shifts that 
fit into their daily routine. GTHC is supposed to 
ensure all shifts are covered and equally divided to 
eliminate the scheduling-related headaches many 
Duke students are privy to.

Ibrahim stated that through a survey his 
team conducted, they found out that the 
average tenter spends 30 minutes to an hour on 
scheduling per week.

“[The app] basically goes back and makes 
sure that every single person’s availability is 
accounted for and it generates the shifts. This is 
not taking half an hour to an hour.”

Other advocates for GTHC are the 
line monitors, who have previously had 
problems ensuring that all tenters received 

notifications for tent checks. GTHC’s 
built-in announcement feature allows line 
monitors to send announcements directly 
through the app.

“The fact that you can have an automatic 
shift scheduler that takes into account 
everyone’s class times and availability is 
absolutely amazing. The fact that it has all the 
announcements...is tremendously helpful and 
organized,” head line monitor Ben Succop said. 
“I would hope that most of Krzyzewskiville, or 
all of Krzyzewskiville, who was somewhat tech- 
savvy in that regard, would adopt it.”

GTHC had approximately 200 student users 
in its first year and projects to exceed those 
numbers this season. 

The app is not monetized as of now, but 
it has received several grants from the Duke 
Innovation Co-Lab for expenses, such as 
software costs, as well as financial support from 
the men’s basketball program.

“The people we have backing this are both 
Duke basketball and the line monitors,” head 
of marketing Shyam Pradheep said. “Every 
tent where every single member signs up, every 
single one of them gets a free Duke basketball 
shirt. We have their full backing.”

Despite the prominent backing, there have 
been a fair share of obstacles that have prevented 
the app from reaching the heights that Ibrahim 
and Pradheep strive for, the biggest one being 
some students simply prefer to use the tried and 
true method of spreadsheets.

Among those sticking to the spreadsheet 
method is Connor Passe. The three-year 
tent captain wrote to The Chronicle that 
his group prefers spreadsheets due to some 
“glitches” in the app, which prompted them 
to go back to the spreadsheets they had used 
in previous seasons.

Although right now the only plans for 
GTHC are for Duke, there are visions of 
expansion in the future. Ibrahim mentioned 
the possibility of scaling it to be an app used 
for wage-based workers to pick up shifts as 
well as the plausibility of the app being used at 
other schools where line-up systems similar to 
tenting are gaining popularity.

As for what would happen if GTHC—which 
has a less-than-friendly meaning over in Chapel 
Hill—made it to North Carolina’s campus?

“We probably would have to reconsider [the 
apps’ name],” Ibrahim said with a chuckle.
Derek Saul contributed reporting.

Sujal Manohar | Associate Photography Editor
Cameron Crazies have a new way to plan out their tenting shifts thanks to GTHC. 
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Duke Young Writers
Middle and High Schoolers

Write Science Fiction & Fantasy, Mystery & Detective 
Fiction, Horror & Ghost Stories, Experimental & Fan 
Fiction, TV Scripts & Reviews, Blogs & Essays, 
Podcasts, Poetry & More.

Collaborate on Writing 
Exercises with Other Campers

Benefit from One-On-One Instruction 
From Professional Teacher-Writers

Offer and Receive Feedback from Peers

Engage in Activities Including Field Trips to Local 
Museums and Businesses

Meet Other Talented Young Writers

REGISTRATION OPENS DECEMBER 2, 2019

Session I • 6/14 - 6/26
Session II • 6/ 28 - 7/10
Session III • 7/12 - 7/24

YOUTH PROGRAMS

BENCHES ON FIRE

Illicit to institutionalized: The fi ery history of bench burning 

By Lexi Kadis
Contributing Writer

Nathan Luzum
Managing Editor

As the final buzzer seals a Duke victory over 
North Carolina, everyone knows what’s coming. 
Students living on West Campus stream out of 
their dorms to gather on the quad, while those 
watching the game from East Campus pack 
themselves onto overcrowded buses bound for 
the Chapel.

After all, the night of revelry isn’t complete 
without bench burning. Flames and voices 
begin to rise shortly after the game’s end, a 
stark departure from the darkness and hushed 
conversation that enshroud the quad on any other 
night. But this evening is far from typical—as the 
first bench is enveloped by fire, cheers rise from 
the onlookers. The conflagration soon reaches 
its peak as dreaded assignments and upcoming 
deadlines fall by the wayside. 

But all good things must come to an end. The 
crowd thins out as the fire dies down. Some revelers 
will go to sleep, and others will continue the fun 
elsewhere. Bleary-eyed students—temporarily 
united by the triumph of Duke over the Tar 
Heels—file away to their respective corners of 
campus, wondering when they’ll have the chance 
to watch the flames dance again.

Such is the tradition of bench burning after a 
triumphant Blue Devil victory. 

There’s always been a mythology surrounding 
Mike Krzyzewski, and when it comes to bench 
burning on Duke’s campus, he’s the modern-day 
Prometheus. To burn benches, Duke had to win. 
And to win, Duke had to have Coach K and his 
recruits. The Final Four berths in the mid-1980s 
and National Championship victories in the 
early 1990s cemented bench burnings as the Blue 
Devils’ celebratory ritual.

But the practice hasn’t always been such a 
well-oiled operation. 

As any chemistry major could tell 
you, combining alcohol and fire can yield 
uncontrollable flames. And combining alcohol-
fueled students and fire can yield several dozen 
arrests (or at least it did in 1992). 

Ask former students and administrators what 
they think of the tradition, and you’ll get mixed 
responses. Is bench burning just another way to 
“have a good time” after a dominant victory, as 
one former student suggested, or is it “at odds 
with the elite university image [Duke] seeks to 
portray,” as a former dean argued?

Amidst the raucous revelry, tension emerged 
in the mid-1990s between students looking to 
celebrate and administrators who saw danger 
and liability written all over the burnings. After 
a series of tacit and overt clashes between the 
two parties, what was once officially prohibited 
by the University has now become a carefully 
supervised ritual. 

This is the tale of how an illicit celebration 
became an institutionalized tradition.

The first bench ablaze
The 1980s were by no means the first 

time bonfires appeared on Duke’s campus. 
In 1903, students lit fires in celebration when 
the Trinity College Board of Trustees declined 
to accept the resignation of controversial 
professor John Spencer Bassett, a major win 
for academic freedom. 

Various bonfires for football games and 
pep rallies also cropped up over the years, 
but none ever reached the proportion of 
today’s tradition.

But there was precedent in the Triangle area, 
according to David MacMillan, Trinity ‘86 and 
former Chronicle sports editor. He wrote in an 
email that when North Carolina State claimed its 
second NCAA championship for men’s basketball 
in 1983, students set furniture ablaze in a bonfire 
on the university’s Raleigh campus.

It would only be a few more years until 
the Blue Devils had their own big game to 
celebrate. On March 29, 1986, Duke took a 
32-2 record into the NCAA tournament. After 
the Blue Devils beat Kansas and advanced to 
their first national championship in nearly a 
decade, the fires roared.

“Bonfires were primarily connected to Duke 
winning the Final Four national championship 
game,” wrote Sue Wasiolek, who has served 
in Duke’s Student Affairs office since 1979, in See BENCHES on Page 11

an email. “Over time, this tradition evolved to 
include victories by the Men’s and Women’s 
basketball teams against [North Carolina].”

In Clocktower Quad, students spent hours 
tossing notebooks and furniture into the 
blaze. Campus “resembled Times Square,” 
The Chronicle reported afterward, as students 
cranked up their stereos and heaved toilet paper 
into the trees.

“This is an intelligent school with a great 
basketball team. But I think they’re going to 
have a hard time wiping their butts tonight,” 
former business student Ron Goodstein told The 
Chronicle during the celebration.

Public Safety officers cut off the fuel supply 
midway through the fire, and there were no 
documented clashes between administrators 
and students. 

Nearly 35 years later, Doug Chalmers, Trinity 
‘86 and Law School ‘95, recalled the scene as “one 
of the most fun nights of [his] life.”

He said that University personnel didn’t try to 

interfere with the students, and that the revelers 
were rowdy but safe, not getting too close to the 
flames. The entire celebration was “spontaneous,” 
he added, with one fraternity taking the lead by 
burning a bench and others following.

“We were hugely passionate about the team,” 
Chalmers said.

Duke fell to Louisville in the championship, 
but the tradition gained steam.

Benches were thrown into the flames following 
the Blue Devils’ victory against North Carolina 
in the spring of 1988. But later that season, when 
students tried to start another bonfire following 
Duke’s NCAA tournament regional victory over 
Temple, Public Safety—as Duke University Police 
Department was known at the time—foiled their 
intentions to burn benches and furniture.

The planning for how Duke would deal with 
a victory had begun days before the game, The 
Chronicle reported. The security force more 
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