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Backcourt will be key in Saturday matchup

The decades-old Tobacco Road 
Rivalry has a history of producing 
exciting backcourt matchups, and this 
year’s first meeting between North 
Carolina and Duke is no exception.

As always, both teams have highly 
recruited prospects ready to duel it 
out in Chapel Hill on Saturday, but 

until then, here is a look at who to 
watch out for. 

North Carolina:

Caleb Love 

One of the two main leaders 
in the backcourt for Head Coach 
Hubert Davis is sophomore Caleb 
Love. After an up-and-down first 
season in Chapel Hill, Love has 

taken his game to the next level this 
year, seeing his 3-point efficiency 
jump from 26.6 percent to 42.9 
percent. Coming into the matchup 
against Duke, Love is the second-
leading scorer for North Carolina, 
averaging 15.3 points per game to 
go along with 3.5 assists.   

RJ Davis

RJ Davis is the other key piece 
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in the Tar Heels’ backcourt. The 
sophomore from White Plains, 
N.Y.,  has also seen his game 
improve this year, increasing his 
scoring average from 8.4 to 13.9 
points per game this season. 

He has also worked to increase his 
efficiency by over 10 percent along 
with raising his 3-point percentage 
from 32.3 to 42.6. Heading into 
Saturday, Davis is also averaging 3.4 
assists and 4 rebounds in almost 32 
minutes of action. 

D’Marco Dunn

D’Marco Dunn is a first-year who 
was the No. 68 player in the Class 
of 2022, according to 247Sports. 
Coming out of Westover High School 
in Fayetteville, the 6-foot-4-inch, 
185-pound off-ball guard has seen 
limited action this season, averaging 
5.3 minutes in 14 out of North 
Carolina’s 22 games thus far. 

Duke:

Jeremy Roach

Jeremy Roach, a 6-foot-2-inch 
and 172-pound sophomore from 
Leesburg, Va., is the main ball handler 
for the Blue Devils. A talented 
guard, coming out of high school as 
a consensus five-star recruit, Roach 
is averaging 7.7 points per game for 
Duke to go along with 2.6 assists and 
2.7 rebounds. Roach is also coughing 
up just over one turnover per game 
while averaging 1 steals per contest 
on the defensive end.

In two games against the Tar 

Heels last season, he scored a 
combined 26 points and dished out 
eight assists.

Trevor Keels

Trevor Keels, who is the top off-
ball option for the Blue Devils, is 
another of the many talented young 
players that make up this year’s 
Duke roster. 

After playing with Roach at St. 
Paul VI Catholic High School, the 
6-foot-5-inch and 221-pound first-
year from Clinton, Md., was also a 
consensus five-star prospect and has 
not disappointed so far this season. 
Coming into the matchup against 
the Tar Heels, Keels is averaging 11.4 
points per game to go along with 3.5 
rebounds and 3.2 assists. Keels also 
gets after it on the defensive end, 
averaging 1.8 steals in 31.1 minutes 
of action. 

Keels’ best performance this year 
came in the season opener against 
Kentucky, when he scored 25 points 
and shot 10-18 from the field.

Jaylen Blakes

A 6-foot-2-inch, 208-pound 
point guard from Somerset, N.J., 
Jaylen Blakes is another young, 
talented option for head coach Mike 
Krzyzewski out of the Duke backcourt.

Rated a four-star prospect out 
of Blair Academy, Blakes has seen 
action in 13 out of the Blue Devils’ 
20 games and is averaging 6.41 
minutes per contest.  
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By Austin Bean
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dthsports

T he Nor th  Carol ina  men’s 
basketball team will have its hands 
full when it welcomes Duke to 
the Dean E. Smith Center this 
Saturday, as the Blue Devils boast 

a number of talented swingmen 
that have the potential to break the 
game wide open.

Here are three questions for 
UNC’s wings as they prepare for the 
highly-anticipated rivalry matchup:

How does Leaky Black match up 
against Duke’s wings?

Senior Leaky Black’s defense 
and playmaking ability have been 
commended this season, but his 
Achilles heel has been his shooting.

His low number of field goal 
attempts have allowed teams to leave 
Black open in the corner and send 
help defense down low, but his latest 

By Lucas Thomae
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

performances may force opponents 
to rethink this strategy.

Black has scored 36 points over 
his last four games, including 
shooting 4-4 from three against 
L o u i s v i l l e  o n  Tu e s d a y.  I n 
comparison, Black was 2-10 from 
behind the arc in his previous 17 
games. If he can continue his hot 
hand, Black could draw defensive 
attention and alleviate some of the 
pressure off his teammates.

On the other side of the ball, 
Black has frequently drawn the 
ass ignment  of  guarding  the 
opposing team’s best perimeter 
players, and this trend will likely 
continue against Duke.

Can Kerwin Walton get his mojo 
back?

After earning a starting spot 
and leading the team in three-
point percentage last year, Kerwin 
Walton’s sophomore campaign has 
been less than ideal.

Walton’s minutes have seen 

a considerable decrease under 
new head coach Hubert Davis, 
and despite a promising start in 
November with 10 made 3-pointers 
on 26 attempts, his numbers have 
dropped off a cliff since.

Teams seem to have recognized 
him as a shooting threat and 
adjusted accordingly, and Davis 
has also drawn up fewer plays 
specifically for Walton. With a 
new-look, small-ball roster where 
most of the team’s players can hit 
a three, there’s no need to go to the 
same person every time for a shot 
from deep.

Fol lowing  an  ear ly-season 
stretch when Walton played 10 
minutes or less in four straight 
games, he has slowly regained 
his footing by playing more than 
10 minutes in eight of the last 
nine contests,  giving him the 
opportunity to be a potential 
difference maker against  the 
Blue Devils.

Twitter: @LucasThomae

Questions remain for 
UNC’s wings

DTH/HELEN MCGINNIS
Senior forward Leaky Black (1) passes the ball to a teammate at the game against NC State at the Smith Center in 
Chapel Hill on Jan. 29, 2022. UNC won 100-80.
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Top players square off in Tobacco Road battle
UNC’s big men will face Duke’s Banchero and Williams

They may not see much game time, but they give fans a warm, bready treat

DTH/IRA WILDER

C hances  are ,  when you ’re 
watching the UNC-Duke men’s 
basketball game on Saturday, you’ll 
get to see each of the teams’ most 
important players squaring off for 
supremacy — sophomore guard 

Caleb Love trying to score from every 
spot on the court, Duke star first-
year Paolo Banchero trying to assert 
his dominance on offense and more.

But all the way at the end of the 
Tar Heels’ bench sits another group 
of players who, if the game goes a 
certain way, might not see any action 
at all. However, if UNC is able to run 
up the score on the Blue Devils and 

inch near 100 points in a win, they 
just may enter the game to ensure 
every Tar Heel fan gets what they 
truly want — a free Bojangles biscuit.

These are the “Biscuit Boys,” the Tar 
Heels that never see much game time, 
but have the power to ensure that fans 
can start the next day with a warm 
bready treat.

Creighton Lebo

Perhaps  the  most  notable 
member of UNC’s end-of-bench 
crew, sophomore guard Creighton 
Lebo’s prominence comes in part 
from his last name.

The 6-foot-1 guard’s father is North 
Carolina assistant coach Jeff Lebo, who 
played for the Tar Heels from 1985 to 
1989 and whose 42.8 percent career 
three-point percentage led UNC all-
time upon his graduation. While not 
quite as decorated, the younger Lebo 
came to UNC during the 2019-20 
season as a preferred walk-on from 
the Greenfield School in Wilson, N.C., 
where he helped his team to a 2019 1-A 
North Carolina Independent Schools 
Athletic Association (NCISAA) state 
championship.

Duwe Farris

A more physically imposing player 
than Lebo, 6-foot-6 junior forward 
Duwe Farris started his UNC career on 
the junior varsity team, playing under 
now-assistant coach Brad Frederick. 
Farris is the fourth generation of male 
Farris athletes at UNC going back to his 
great-grandfather, who captained the 
UNC basketball team in 1929.

After starting for three years 
at Myers Park High School in 
Charlotte, Farris also hasn’t found 
much playing time for the varsity 
Tar Heels, playing just seven total 
minutes this season. 

Rob Landry

A teammate of Farris’ on the 
2019-20 junior varsity team, 
sophomore forward Rob Landry 
played his best high school ball 
at Greensboro Day School, where 
his team won the North Carolina 
Independent Schools 3-A state 
championship in 2017. 

While at GDS, Landry also took 
part in a massive 59-40 upset of 
IMG Academy in the DICK’s High 
School Nationals, one of the biggest 
shockers in the tournament’s history. 
After spending his last years of high 
school at the North Carolina School of 
Science and Math, he came to Chapel 
Hill, where he has since earned a 
scholarship to the Kenan-Flagler 
Business School.

Jackson Watkins

On Saturday,  junior guard 
Jackson Watkins etched his name 
in “Biscuit Boy” history, scoring the 
final point of the Tar Heels’ 100-80 
win over N.C. State and blessing fans 
with free biscuits the next day.

The third member of  this 
contingent to play on the 2019-20 
junior varsity team, Watkins was a 
prep school standout in Richmond, 
Va., captaining the Collegiate 
School to a Virginia Prep league 
title in 2019 while also earning all-
conference honors.

By PJ Morales
Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dthopinion
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Junior guard Jackson Watkins, sophomore guard Rob Landry, junior forward Duwe Farris and sophomore guard 
Creighton Lebo watch UNC basketball’s game against Virginia Tech on Jan. 24, at the Dean E. Smith Center.

Meet the “Biscuit Boys” of 
men’s basketball

I t  s e e m s  t h a t  b i g  m e n 
commanding the court  are  a 
common theme among the UNC 
and Duke basketball teams, and 
the team that controls the paint 
usual ly  comes away with the 
victory in the rivalry matchup. 

This season, both teams have been 
bolstered by their stellar frontcourt 
play, which opens up space for 
shooters to knock down shots 
comfortably from deep.

Armando Bacot, a 6-foot-10-
inch junior, leads North Carolina 
in scoring at 16.5 points per game. 
Although the streak came to an end 
in a win against Boston College on 
Jan. 26, his 10 straight double-
doubles marked the program’s 
largest such streak since Billy 
Cunningham accomplished the feat 
in the 1964-65 season. 

Bacot also leads the ACC in 
rebounds, averaging 12.6 for the 
season. His 57.2 percent from the field 
ranks him third in the conference.

With a sturdy build, Bacot is 
strong near the basket and fights for 
the inside slot. He is a good finisher 
and has developed a number of post 
moves that have allowed him to 

increase his scoring average.
Bacot has had some help in 

the frontcourt from a couple of 
towering transfers: 6-foot-9-inch 
graduate forward Brady Manek 
and 6-foot-11-inch sophomore 
Dawson Garcia. 

Manek averages 13.9 points per 
game and Garcia averages 9.0, 
making them two of the top five 
scorers on the team. Both players 
are second and third on the team in 

rebounding, averaging 5.6 and 5.5 
per game, respectively. 

Garcia’s lanky build allows for 
good blocking opportunities, and 
he is decent from behind the arc, 
knocking down 37.5 percent of 
his triples. Manek has also been 
a capable marksman from deep, 
shooting 37.7  percent  on 5 .7 
attempts per game throughout 
his career.

While sophomore guards Caleb 

Love and RJ Davis will have the 
ball in their hands frequently, UNC 
will likely rely on its frontcourt to 
make big plays, both offensively 
and defensively.

Duke, too, is heavily reliant 
o n  i t s  b i g  m e n .  F i r s t - y e a r 
Paolo Banchero was the 2021 
Preseason ACC Player  of  the 
Year, and he has lived up to the 
title. The 6-foot-10-inch forward 
averages  17.8 points ,  ranking 

him fifth in the conference. He 
has scored 20 points or more 
nine times thus far in some of 
the team’s toughest matchups.

Banchero will be difficult to 
cover as he has the skills of a 
guard – shooting, dribbling and 
quickness – but the size and 
strength of a big player.  

Beyond Banchero, Duke will 
look to sophomore center Mark 
W i l l i a m s .  A t  7- f o o t -1- i n c h , 
Williams is a huge threat near the 
basket. He averages 10 points and 
leads the ACC with his 68.9 field 
goal percentage, while serving as a 
defensive anchor with conference-
leading 3.2 blocks per game.

  Although graduate student Theo 
John averages just 11.7 minutes per 
game, the 6-foot-9-inch Blue Devil 
is another dangerous player that is 
versatile and impressive near the 
rim. At 242 pounds, he can fend 
off drives and set solid screens. 

Though the Tar Heels will head 
into the matchup as underdogs, 
their big men can help them for 
a potential win. As important as 
offense is, shutting down Banchero 
and Williams could be the most 
essential ingredient for the Tar Heels 
to finish on top.  

By Eve Maddock
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dthsports
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PLAYER FEATURE

‘It’s all about him — 100 percent him’
Bacot has vaulted his way into the ACC Player of the Year race
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Armando Bacot was a good starting 
center the moment he walked onto UNC’s 
campus, but he was rarely featured as a 
main offensive option in his first two 
years in Chapel Hill.

This season, the junior has finally 
become the focal point he knew he was 
always capable of being — and he did it 
all while staying true to his dominance 
in the paint.

With 3-point shooting becoming an 
essential quality in prototypical modern-
day NBA centers, Bacot has continued 
to specialize in inside scoring, believing 
it was the best thing he could do to help 
the team win.

“Right now with me being so dominant 
in the paint, there’s really no reason for 
me to lean on a jump shot when I can 
grab a rebound for one of my teammates 
to shoot it and score at will in the post 
and around the rim,” he said. “I just try 
to do what I’m best at first.”

Head coach Hubert  Davis  has 
encouraged him to expand his range 
and Bacot has worked on his shooting, 
reportedly making 1,000 3-pointers a 
week during the offseason. 

“He worked his butt off,” senior wing 
Leaky Black said after the team’s 88-65 
home victory against Georgia Tech on 
Jan. 15. “I just see him shooting threes 
every day, working on stretching his 
game out.”

It was during that win over the 
Yellow Jackets when Bacot shot his 
current season high in 3-point attempts. 
He scored 29 points and grabbed 12 
rebounds, albeit shooting 0-2 from 
beyond the arc. 

Bacot has only attempted four other 
triples this year, and he’s drilled only one 
— the sole make of his collegiate career.

“Even though Armando can shoot the 
ball from the outside and he has the green 
light to be able to do it, the thing that he 
does best is finish around the basket and 
rebound the basketball,” Davis said.

The Richmond, Va., native went 
viral on social media this summer 
after an edited preseason photo of him 
flexing his arms displayed a noticeable 

“But I feel like there’s another level I can take my game 
to give UNC, the fans and the team even more, I feel like 

there’s another step I can take.” 
Armando Bacot

Junior forward

The junior center 
has stayed true to his 

dominance in the paint
By Ryan Heller

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com
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Junior forward Armando Bacot (5) is interviewed by broadcasters after 
his career-high 29-point performance at the game against Virginia at the 
Smith Center in Chapel Hill on Jan. 8, 2022. UNC won 74-58.

DTH/HELEN MCGINNIS
Forward Armando Bacot (5) prepares to shoot a layup at the game against Michigan on Dec. 1, 2021 at the Dean E. 
Smith Center in Chapel Hill. UNC beat Michigan 72-51.

increase in his muscle size. That apparent 
build has been on full display on the 
court this season, as he continuously 
bullies smaller defenders to create good 
scoring chances and boxes out other big 
men for contested rebounds.

But his inside game is not just reliant 
on his strength. Bacot has added to his 
repertoire of post moves and shot fakes a 
new element of finesse that has helped him 
emerge as the team’s leading scorer.

Even when these new moves don’t work and 
shots don’t fall, he has developed his mentality 
to be able to recover from those bad games.

“Even when I shot 1-10, I still felt just 
as confident as if I shot 10-10,” Bacot said. 
“I think that was something that kind of 
hindered me a little bit my freshman year.”

He’s now put himself into the ACC Player 
of the Year conversation, despite the Tar 
Heels’ up-and-down year.

Through every embarrassing loss and 

each morale-boosting victory, Bacot 
consistently posts impressive stat lines.

He recently went on a 10-game double-
double streak that ended in North 
Carolina’s home win over Boston College 
last Wednesday. He also became the 79th 
player in program history to score 1,000 
career points during last Saturday’s win 
over N.C. State.

In that same game against the Wolfpack, 
he compiled six total blocks — adding to 
his career high of 1.7 blocks per game — 
proving he can take over a game on the 
defensive end, as well. He has also nearly 
doubled his defensive rebound total from 
last year, which has helped him average 
almost four more rebounds than his 
previous season best. 

While it may not show in his shooting 
stats, his other numbers prove he has taken 
the jump into stardom.

“It’s all of his hard work, his dedication, 
his mindset, his will, his want to and his 
toughness,” Davis said. “It’s all about him 
— 100 percent him.”

Bacot believes we haven’t seen the best 
of UNC basketball. He hopes the team will 
get hot at the right time and make a NCAA 
Tournament run.

And he knows if the Tar Heels are going 
to do that, they need him to be at the top 
of his game.

If he’s right about his team’s future, that 
means we also haven’t seen the best of 
Armando Bacot.

He’s certainly been playing like it too, 
notching another double-double in a 100-
80 win over N.C. State and a ludicrous 
19 points and 22 rebounds during a road 
win against Louisville    — his third time 
registering 20+ rebounds this season.

“I’ve been having a pretty good year, 
I can’t even lie to you,” Bacot said. “But I 
feel like there’s another level I can take my 
game to give UNC, the fans and the team 
even more. I feel like there’s another step 
I can take.”

“It’s all of his hard work, 
his dedication, his mindset, 
his will, his want to and his 
toughness.” 
Hubert Davis
North Carolina head coach

Twitter: @ryanheller23
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Q&A: Eric Montross reflects on an 
iconic 1992 game

By Jeremiah Holloway
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

On Feb 5. 1992, former UNC basketball player Eric 
Montross took a couple of cuts to the head against Duke in 
what went down as the “Bloody Montross” game. Exactly 30 
years after that 75-73 UNC victory, North Carolina faces the 
Blue Devils for the two teams’ first matchup of the season.

Daily Tar Heel Assistant Sports Editor Jeremiah 
Holloway sat down with Montross to talk about that 
iconic game, playing with now-North Carolina Hubert 
Davis and the legacy of the UNC-Duke rivalry.

This interview has been edited for brevity and clarity.

THE DAILY TAR HEEL: You had the initial cut on the side of the 
head and the first half, and then later, when you were 
guarding Christian Laettner, you had the cut on the face, 
and people can see it as you go to the free throw line. 
What do you remember about those plays?

ERIC MONTROSS: Well, I think we gotta put the lens of this being 
three decades ago on this whole deal. The first one was 
somebody’s tooth on the side of my head ... and then the 
one that was under my eye … I had gone down for a loose 
ball underneath our basket. In the scrum, everybody’s flying 
around. The game’s really intense and arms are flying, elbows 
are flying and you just get popped. When you get cut like that, 
you don’t even realize you’re cut. And so I think the thing that 
I remember the most is that I had to leave the game. I had to 
go out the tunnel to go get stitches. And I was really ticked off 
that I had to leave the game because this was the big game.

DTH: In real time, unlike people watching on TV, you’re 
not really seeing the blood on your face. So when you 
were able to get back out there after they’ve stitched you 
up, did that give you any added energy? Did that change 
your mentality at all when you reentered the court?

EM: Maybe it did for others. I suppose that it raises your emotion 
a little bit, just because there’s some level of trauma and there’s a 
big game. But really the thing that I remember is just being mad 
that I wasn’t able to be on the court. So I suppose that when I 
came back, I had a heightened intensity just because I wanted 

to get back on the court. But certainly, blood has been the one 
thing that people always pay attention to. 

DTH: Years later, there was the Tyler Hansbrough incident, 
where he caught a hit from Gerald Henderson and he 
had the blood dripping down his face. You mentioned 
that a lot of people pay attention to the blood. Did you 
harken back at all to 1992 when you saw that happen or 
did you just figure that’s just part of the game? 

EM: Mine was more of the incidental contact that created that 
cut. Upon replay and at the time, we knew what it looked 
like when Hansbrough got his nose busted. But we didn’t 
know exactly how bad it looked until we were able to watch 
the replay. And my guess is that everybody wearing a Duke 
blue uniform would say that it’s the emotion of the game, and 
you kind of lose yourself in it. Everybody in a Carolina blue 
uniform would call it a cheap shot. You think about moments 
that are etched in your memory bank, of Duke-Carolina 
rivalries. And certainly, those are two of them. 

DTH:  Going back to your game in 1992, I found a quote from 
you after the game saying, “If I don’t have a little blood 
somewhere, then I haven’t played hard.” You were just talking 
about the emotions that come from that game. So hearing 
that quote now, do you feel like that was representative of 
the mentality that you all had going into those games when 
you were at UNC? 

EM:  When you said that, I said, “wow, what a great quote.”
When you play in that game, every ounce of your heart and 
soul goes into it. You want so badly to be a part of it. You 
give it your all and you don’t mind sacrificing your body in 
some ways to get through it. You see all the time, guys twist 
an ankle in a game and some of them return, some of them 
don’t. In that game, you never want to go out.  

DTH:  You all went on to win that game. Was there an added 
feeling about beating a Duke team that happened to be both 
No. 1 at that time and even the reigning national champions?

EM:  Absolutely. We’re seven miles down the road and they 
have bragging rights on Tobacco Road. And when they came 
into town our junior year, we also said, “Okay, guys, this is our 

DTH/HELEN MCGINNIS
Retired professional basketball player and former UNC basketball star Eric Montross 
sits at the broadcasters table at the basketball game against N.C. State on Jan. 29.
time.” We knew we were really good defensively. And we had a lot of good offensive 
pieces. But we also knew that they were still an exceptional team. And when you 
have two Hall of Fame coaches, and you’ve got the likes of Grant Hill and Laettner 
and (Bobby) Hurley and all that crowd along with our team, it couldn’t help but 
have the bright lights attracted to that game. But for something to be 30 years ago, 
I can see it, I can smell it. I can feel that emotion from that game. That’s pretty 
incredible, that one moment can hold that kind of emotion. There are only a 
handful of dates in my life that hold that kind of emotion. And that’s one of them.  

DTH:  Coincidentally, this year’s first UNC-Duke game is actually going to be 30 
years to the date. How surreal, if at all, is it to you that the rivalry still remains 
one of the most prominent if not the most prominent in college basketball today? 

EM:  It’s a thrill to have been a part of it as a player. It’s a thrill to still be able to be 
a part of it as a fan and as a broadcaster now. I’m not necessarily surprised that it 
stays front and center for students, but the durable nature of that game and that 
rivalry, I think it just speaks to the institutions that represent these two teams. I 
think that when you look and you see that, over the years, so many of these games 
have been at nine o’clock at night so that the West Coast can watch them … that 
just tells you ... the national draw. When you think of college basketball, you think 
of Carolina and Duke as a part of what defines the game of college basketball.

Twitter: @jerem11ah

RSI provides living options and related supports to people of all ages 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. We promote quality 
of life by maximizing self-determination, development of independent 
living skills, community involvement, meaningful social roles, and 
socially responsible behavior. RSI’s vision is to help children and adults  
to live lives characterized by happiness, dignity, health, and the highest 
possible degree of social responsibility and productivity.

We are hiring students, entry level and 
experienced individuals!

→ Gain experience related to your major
→ Great for Psychology, Sociology, Nursing, Pre-Med, 
    and other Human Services majors/degrees
→ Paid Internship opportunities
→ Entry-level, paid training

STUDENT
BENEFITS

Our entry level jobs are a great way to gain hands-on health care and human 
services experience! We provide the training and have various shifts available- 
daytime, evening, overnights... We even pay employees to sleep!

$200 Hiring Bonus!!  Positions available immediately! 
Start ASAP!

~ Established in 1974 ~

For more information or to apply, visit jobs.rsi-nc.org
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PAST FOES

Former high school teammates writing next chapter in UNC-Duke rivalry

DTH/JEROME IBRAHIM
Sophomore guard RJ Davis (4) runs with the ball in the game against Appalachian State in the Dean E. Smith Center 
on Dec 21, 2021. UNC won 70-50.

It’s not often that two high school 
teammates play against each other 
in college basketball, and even less 
common for two sets of high school 
teammates to do this — especially in 
one of the most heated rivalries in all 
of college basketball.

This exact situation is what 
North Carolina sophomore guard 
R J Davis  and senior forward 
Leaky Black will find themselves 
in on Saturday when Duke visits 
the Dean E. Smith Center.

Davis played with Blue Devils 
forward AJ Griffin at Archbishop 
Stepinac High School in White 
Plains, N.Y., from 2017-2020, while 
Black teamed up with forward 
Wendell Moore Jr. at Cox Mill in 
Concord during his senior year in 
2017-2018. 

This will be the first time Davis 
and Griffin face each other wearing 
different shades of blue. But Black 
and Moore have faced off four 
times since Moore entered the 
Duke program in the 2019-2020 
season — one of which included a 
buzzer-beater from Moore to give 
the Blue Devils a stunning win two 

years ago.
“You try to be excited for one of 

your guys, but at the other time 
you got your other guy sitting on 
the bench who just lost a big game 
to a former teammate,” former Cox 
Mill head coach Jody Barbee said. 
“As a coach, it’s pulling at your 
heart a little bit just watching both 
kids having a great moment and a 
sad moment at the same time.”

At the end of the day, no matter 
who is on the winning side of the 
rivalry, there’s a mutual respect 
between the two high school 
teammates.

“Their relationship is one of 

respect,” Black’s mother, Carla 
Black, said. “People want him to say 
something that sounds like a better 
fit for the Carolina-Duke rivalry, but 
I’ve never heard (Leaky) say anything 
but how great of a player (Wendell) 
is. He just respects his game.”

This respect between the now 
Tobacco Road foes comes from 
Black’s senior year at Cox Mill, 
where he and Moore helped the 
team win a state championship 
with a 29-3 record while ranked 
No. 21 in the nation.

Moore averaged 25.4 points and 
7.3 rebounds per game, using his 
6-foot-5 frame to his advantage, 
anchoring the Chargers offense. 
Meanwhile, Black averaged 13.4 
points, 5.7 rebounds, 3.2 assists, 3.2 
steals and 1.5 blocks, and was the top 
defender on the team. 

The roles Moore and Black took 
on while at Cox Mill are akin to 
the roles they now have at Duke 
and North Carolina. Moore is the 
Blue Devils’ second-leading scorer 
and third-leading rebounder, while 
Black just became the sixth Tar Heel 
ever to accumulate 500 points, 400 
rebounds, 200 assists, 100 steals and 
50 blocks in their career.

“Wendell could put the ball in 
the hole when you needed him to, 
and Leaky could get a stop when 
we needed him to get a stop from 
somebody,”  Barbee said.  “You 
always put Leaky on the best player 
on the other team and say, ‘Hey, he’s 
your guy. I don’t want him scoring 
more than five points.’”

So far this season, Black has done 
just that, limiting some of the ACC’s 
best scorers to fewer than five points, 
holding Georgia Tech’s Michael 
Devoe and N.C. State’s Dereon 
Seabron to two points each.

The style of play Black and 
Moore had at Cox Mill is similar 
to that of Davis and Griffin at 
Archbishop Stepinac, where the 

pair played together for three 
seasons and were two-time New 
York Archdiocesan AA Champions 
in 2018 and 2020.

Although Davis and Griffin 
are drastically different players, 
especially given their heights of 6 
feet and 6-foot-6, respectively, their 
competitive spirits aligned and 
complemented each other’s skills 
while at Stepinac.

“The one thing about both of 
them is that they’re obviously 
gifted scorers, but they have the 
ability to really shoot the ball at 
a high level,” Archbishop Stepinac 
head coach Patrick Massaroni said. 
“The other thing is to get players 
involved. They were never selfish. 
They cared about winning, and 
when you have that and you don’t 
care about ‘me’ and you care about 
‘we,’ it allows for a lot of success.”

But Davis and Griffin no longer find 
themselves on the same side of the 
ball, and the competitiveness of each 
player will be used against the other.

Once the two players put on 
their respective shades of blue, 
they’re no longer trying to help 
each other try to win — they’re 
trying to beat the other.

“In the end, they’re competitors,” 
Massaroni said. “Their competitive 
nature will be on a high on Feb. 5. 
They’ ll both want to one-up the 
other. If you ask both of them, they 
want to win, and the Carolina-Duke 
rivalry takes it to another level.”

When the ball tips off Saturday 
and the 256th meeting between the 
two blue bloods begins, any respect 
that the two sets of high school 
teammates have for each other will 
be on a 40-minute hiatus.

“Obviously when the rivalry is on, 
the rivalry is on, and all bets are off,” 
Carla Black said.

By Noah Monroe
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @noahmnroe

THROWBACK

Davis vs. Duke: A look back at two performances

DTH DESIGN/LIZA PARK DTH PHOTO/IRA WILDER, KENDALL BAGLEY

L o n g  b e f o r e  D u k e  m e n ’s 
basketball coach Mike Krzyzewski 
ever considered engaging in a 
tactical battle against Hubert 
Davis,  the coach, he was left 
scratching his head trying slow 
down Hubert Davis, the sweet-
shooting 21-year-old. 

During his four years playing at 
UNC, Davis saw his role steadily 
increase each season, eventually 
blossoming into a second-team All-
ACC selection and a first round NBA 
draft pick.

Davis and the Tar Heels posted a 
6-5 record against the Blue Devils 
and played in some of the rivalry’s 
most notable matchups. Ahead of 
his coaching debut against Duke, 
here’s a look at two of Davis’ most 
impressive individual performances 
in the series.

Feb. 5, 1992: No. 9 North Carolina 
75, No. 1 Duke 73

Coming into Chapel Hill  as 
the reigning national champions 
and No. 1 team in the country, 
the Duke Blue Devils seemed 
practically invincible. 

And if  the team’s 23-game 
winning streak didn’t speak loud 
enough, Duke’s starting lineup was 
historically imposing, featuring the 
likes of Christian Laettner, Bobby 
Hurley and Grant Hill — three of 
the most decorated college players 

of all time.
The Tar Heels held their own in 

the first half, trailing by only one 
point entering the break. But in 
the opening minutes of the second 
period, they set the stage for what 
would become one of the most 
grueling halves in the history of 
the rivalry.

A quick 10-0 run put UNC up by 
nine, but then the offense sputtered 
and the team was forced to rely on 
its free throw shooting. Davis was 
critical in this effort, shooting a 
perfect 6-6 from the charity stripe 
to keep his team ahead.

Despite not making a single field 
goal in the final nine and a half 
minutes, the Tar Heels led by two 
with 45 seconds remaining thanks 
to two free throws from sophomore 
guard Derrick Phelps. On Duke’s last 
two possessions, Laettner had close 
opportunities to tie the game, but 
both rimmed out and UNC came 
away with the win. 

Although the gory image of 
blood dripping down the face 
of UNC sophomore center Eric 
Montross is what solidifies the lore 
of this physical battle, what’s often 
forgotten was that Davis was the 
team’s leading scorer that night, 
racking up 16 points in 38 minutes 
of play.

Following the close game, an 
exhausted Davis harped praise on 
his opponent, claiming that he still 
considered the Blue Devils to be 
the best team in the nation. What 
he likely didn’t know was how 
those comments would validate 
what he was going to do a few 
weeks later, when the two rivals 
would square off once again, this 
time in Durham.

March 8, 1992: No. 1 Duke 89, No. 16 
North Carolina 77

Following the emotional victory — 
which helped lift the team to No. 4 in 
the AP poll — the Tar Heels slowly 
began to fall apart.

Four consecutive losses dropped 
UNC to 18-7 on the season, and 
after a narrow win against Georgia 
Tech, the team headed to Cameron 
Indoor Stadium for the rematch 
with seemingly more questions 
than answers.

But if there was one solution that 
would partially alleviate the Tar 

Heels from their struggles, it was the 
scoring prowess of Davis.

In front of a hostile Duke crowd, 
Davis netted a career-high 35 points 
on 13-19 shooting, including 6-8 
from deep. Despite being held in 
check for a 10-minute stretch in the 
second half — and suffering a minor 
knee injury with five minutes to play 
— he came alive late and buried two 
jumpers to trim Duke’s lead to four 
with 2:51 remaining.

Eventually,  the Blue Devils 
pulled away due in large part 
to timely plays by Hurley and 
solidified a 12-point win. Less 

than a month later, the team cut 
down the nets in Minneapolis 
after winning its second straight 
national title, while UNC fell to 
Ohio State in the Sweet Sixteen.

On Saturday, Davis will be on the 
sideline for the first time as a coach.

After putting up stellar numbers 
against the Blue Devils as a player, 
Davis now has an opportunity to 
prove he still has those winning 
plays in him. And in Kryzyzewski’s 
last year as Duke’s head coach, 
there’s no better time to do it.

During his playing days, 
Davis and the Tar Heels 
went 6-5 against Duke

By Hunter Nelson
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @hunternelson_1
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Grading Duke men’s hoops ahead of matchup

PHOTO COURTESY OF DUKE ATHLETICS
Duke first-year forward Paolo Banchero (5) shoots a basket at the game against Gonzaga on Nov. 26, 2021, at the T-Mobile Arena in Paradise, Nev.  

The Duke men’s basketball team 
has established itself as a national 
championship contender behind a 
squad of young NBA prospects.

Here’s a midseason report card for 
the Blue Devils before the UNC-Duke 
matchup in Chapel Hill on Saturday.

Frontcourt: A

The sheer size of the Blue Devils’ 
frontcourt is overpowering for most 
opponents. Headlining this group is 
first-year phenom Paolo Banchero, a 
rim-running power forward that can 
also stretch the floor. Banchero leads 
the team in scoring and rebounding, 
averaging 17.8 and 8.3 rebounds a game.

Alongside Banchero is one of the 
best defensive players in the country in 
sophomore Mark Williams. The 7-foot-
1-inch center was recently named to the 
Naismith Defensive Player of the Year 
Watch List and blocks an ACC-best 3.2 
shots per game.

Rounding out the frontcourt 
starters is first-year forward AJ 
Griffin, whose 3-point shooting 
ability provides a nice spark for 
the Blue Devils’ offense. Coming in 
behind that group is sharp-shooting 
senior Joey Baker and graduate 
forward Theo John, who both 
provide solid minutes off the bench.

Backcourt: B+

Duke’s starting backcourt has 
undergone multiple adjustments this 
season, though some combination of 

first-year Trevor Keels, sophomore 
Jeremy Roach and junior Wendell 
Moore Jr. occupies both guard positions.

Keels turned heads when he scored 
25 points against Kentucky to open 
the season, but he’s struggled with 
inconsistent shooting ever since. On 
Jan. 18, he injured his lower leg in a 
loss to Florida State and missed the 
following two games.

Roach and Moore have served as 
the floor generals in Keels’ absence. 
Both are adept playmakers who rack 
up assists in the Blue Devils’ high-
powered offense. 

Bench: C-

Since Griffin was inserted into the 
starting lineup earlier this month, 
Roach and Baker have typically been 
the first players off the bench. Behind 
those two, there’s not much depth. 
John has seen his minutes significantly 
decrease since the start of conference 
play, and graduate transfer Bates Jones 
has been used sparingly.

Offense: A

The Blue Devils undeniably boast 
one of the best offenses in the country. 
They do just about everything well, 
from playmaking to shooting to the 
fast break offense. They share the 
ball and limit turnovers, leading the 

ACC with 18 assists per game and 
ranking third in the nation with a 
1.67 assist-to-turnover ratio.

Defense: B+

In addition to having a defensive 
anchor like Williams, Duke makes 
opponents uncomfortable on the 
perimeter. Moore has particularly 
made perimeter defense a point of 
emphasis this season, and his efforts 
are a huge part of why the Blue Devils 
have held their opponents to under 30 
percent shooting from three.

Biggest Weakness: Away games

The biggest criticism one can levy 
against Duke is its lack of success 
during away games. The Blue Devils 
have gone into enemy territory just 
four times this season — the fewest 
of any ACC team — and they have 
lost two of those games.

On the other hand, the Tar Heels 
have played exceptionally well in the 
Dean E. Smith Center this season, 
winning their first 12 home matchups. 
But despite each team’s contrasting 
level of success at home and on 
the road, as any college basketball 
aficionado knows, anything can happen 
for the sport’s biggest rivalry.  

The Blue Devils have 
established themselves as 
championship contenders

“Dear UNC fans, 
there is no joy without 

suffering.”

By Lucas Thomae
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

By Zachary Crain
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @LucasThomae

COLUMN

Krzyzewski was the Duke villain UNC needed

DTH FILE/MORGAN PIROZZI
Zach Crain is a senior sports writer for the 2021-2022 school year and a former sports editor.

D u k e  h e a d  c o a c h  M i k e 
Krzyzewski never took a paycheck 
from UNC, never wore the words 
“North Carolina” across his chest 
and has spent more than 40 years of 
his life trying to beat the Tar Heels. 

But outside of Chapel Hill, 
no individual has shaped UNC 

basketball like him. 
On Saturday, Krzyzewski will 

coach his final game in the Dean E. 
Smith Center. Chapel Hill will be one 
of the rare stops on his retirement 
tour where the Hall of Famer won’t 
be presented with a parting gift — 
somewhat understandably so, with 
the long-standing vitriol between 
the two fanbases. 

But considering Krzyzewski’s 
impact on the rivalry is necessary. 

Dear UNC fans, there is no joy 
without suffering. 

Ask yourself, does UNC beating 
Boston College or Wake Forest give 
you the same feeling as seeing UNC 

defeat Duke? When you think of 
North Carolina basketball, are any 
regular season memories clearer than 
Eric Montross’ bloody face, Tyler 
Hansbrough’s broken nose, UNC 
upsetting J.J. Redick and the No. 1 
Blue Devils on their senior night? 

These moments could not exist 
without Krzyzewski on the sideline, 
or Austin Rivers’ buzzer-beating 
three in 2012 or the two Blue Devil 
buzzer-beaters in 2020. 

Without the occasional heartbreak 
Krzyzewski’s teams have brought 
on North Carolina throughout his 
career, those moments of Tar Heel 
bliss wouldn’t exist. 

If you grew up in North Carolina 
any time between Krzyzewski’s first 
appearance in the rivalry in 1980 
and today, chances are you were 
presented with a strict dichotomy 
at an early age: “Who do you got, 
UNC or Duke?”

It ’s  a  quest ion that ’s  had 

reverberating effects on generations of 
North Carolinians. At first, your choice 
might have come from somewhere 
shallow — maybe you preferred the 
look of Carolina Blue, Cameron Indoor 
Stadium just looked magical through 
the TV screen or fate possibly guided 
you to pick at random. 

Nobody wants their time on the 
playground swingset ruined by a 
conniving “Duke is puke!” and 
giggle, just like no one wants to 
hear a play-by-play recollection of 
the Rivers buzzer-beater as their 
friend shoots one over them in a 
pick-up game. 

As you get older, the prospect of 
your team losing grows increasingly 
terrifying — no matter how much 
attention you pay in November 
and December — because for a 
few days from February to March, 
your identity is partially defined by 
whichever color blue you decided 
was yours all those years ago. 

When Krzyzewski  took the 
helm at Duke in 1980, the Blue 
Devils had only been to the NCAA 
Tournament eight times. He’s taken 
them there 35 times. Juxtapose 

that with North Carolina, which 
had 14 appearances and a national 
championship to its name by the 
time Krzyzewski took over. 

By 1980, UNC was a burgeoning 
blue-blood, with a burgeoning legend 
in Dean Smith on the sidelines and 
Sam Perkins and James Worthy 

on the court. Duke was a solid, but 
unspectacular program. 

More than 40 years later, the 
two Tobacco Road teams are 
synonymous with each other and 
with excellence. The likes of Smith, 
Roy Williams, Michael Jordan and 
Hansbrough pushed Duke to be 
better, just as Krzyzewski, Redick 
and Christian Laettner pushed 
UNC to be better. 

On both ends of Tobacco Road 
and in both colors of blue, neither 
program could exist as they do now 
without the other.  

In your mind’s eye, continue to 
think of Smith and Williams as 
good and Krzyzewski as evil if you 
chose the lighter shade of blue. But 
remember if you can those moments 
on the playgrounds and in the hallways 
mocking and being mocked, remember 
the joy you’ve felt watching the Tar 
Heels triumph over the Blue Devils and 
the desolation of a Duke defeat. 

Because without Krzyzewski 
and the program he built, those 
memories wouldn’t be the same.

Twitter: @zachycrain

“Ask yourself, does UNC beating Boston College or 
Wake Forest give you the same feeling as seeing UNC 

defeat Duke?” 
Zachary Crain
Senior writer
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Saturday will turn a page in the rivalry’s story

Even though it was April Fools’ 
Day 2021, Ol’ Roy wasn’t joking.

The social media rumor mill 
started churning early that morning, 
followed by an official announcement: 
Roy Williams, UNC’s legendary men’s 
basketball coach, would be hanging 
up his argyle socks and retire. He was 
no longer “the right man for the job.”

As I stared at my phone, trying 
to take this news in, I was in 
disbelief. Even as I worked on our 
commemorative newspaper edition 
for the rest of the day, I couldn’t 
comprehend the words I was typing 
each time I typed them:

“Roy Williams retiring?”
“Who might replace Roy Williams?”
Words like “retire” and “replace” are 

meant for old farts or losing coaches, 
not for a Hall of Famer who won a 
national championship just four short 
years ago. What would a Dean E. Smith 
Center sideline look like without Ol’ 
Roy barking at his players, on the court 
named after him no less? After 18 
seasons, could it even be real?

Then again, has any part of college 
basketball since COVID-19 began 
actually felt real? Hell, Williams 
may have retired in April 2021, but 
he hadn’t coached in front of a full 
home crowd since March 3, 2020.

Think about that — Williams, a god 
of UNC athletics that fans practically 
worship, went his whole final season 
without seeing a full home crowd 

“You couldn’t find a better tale of blood rivalry and epic battle if you ripped one 
out of an Arthurian legend.” 

PJ Morales
Sports editor, The Daily Tar Heel

at the Dean Smith Center. The Tar 
Heel risers never got to give him the 
postgame goodbye he deserved.

In Williams’ place, fans will now see 
Hubert Davis, the heir apparent to the 
North Carolina coaching family. UNC 
fans couldn’t have asked for a more 
meaningful hire — Davis played under 

DTH/MARIS AVA CRUZ
PJ Morales is the sports editor for the 2021-2022 school year.

Dean Smith in Chapel Hill from 1988-
92 and had served as an assistant under 
Williams since 2012. 

If Williams didn’t think he was 
the right man for the job anymore, 
he certainly thought Davis was.

So all that said, when thinking about 
UNC playing Duke in the Smith Center 

on Saturday, I can’t help but feel like a 
page is truly being turned.

The stage is set — Hubert Davis will 
coach the Tar Heels against the Blue 
Devils on the court named for his 
mentor, in the stadium named after 
his coach. And when he looks down 
the sideline, who will he be faced with?

Only the most dastardly, conniving 
foe the Tar Heels ever faced, the same 
man who proved time and again 
that he could defeat both of Davis’ 
mentors when it mattered most — 
Duke head coach Mike Krzyzewski.

You couldn’t find a better tale of 
blood rivalry and epic battle if you 
ripped one out of an Arthurian legend. 
On Saturday, a young, unproven knight 
will clash steel with the most decorated 
college basketball coach of all time, all 
while his forefathers watch on, whether 
in the stands or in spirit.

If Davis and his high-scoring, board-
crashing squad led by ACC Player of 
the Year contender Armando Bacot 
can defend their home against the 
No. 9 Blue Devils, who lead the ACC in 
points per game and keep opponents 
to a below 40 percent shooting on 
average, it will undoubtedly be the 
defining win of the first-year coach’s 
career up to now. To notch that kind 
of upset against that kind of opponent 
is what dreams are made of.

Lose, though, and Krzyzewski will 
prove that, even in his swan song 
season, he can still march into “The 
House That Dean Built” and crush 
the dreams of the Tar Heel faithful, 
claiming victory in an arena made of 
so much more than just hardwood 
and concrete.

But regardless of the outcome, 
regardless of who wins or loses 
and regardless of whether the 
intersection of  Franklin and 
Columbia streets is due for a rushing, 
one thing remains true:

For the first time in over two years, 
a UNC-Duke game will be played in 
Chapel Hill in front of a full crowd — 
and you should be daggum excited.

Regardless of the 
outcome, you should be 

daggum excited.
By PJ Morales

Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @pjdaman12
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Big names see UNC reach biscuit numbers
SATURDAY SHOWDOWN | UNC 100 - NCSU 80

Over the last two years, you could be 
forgiven for shrugging your shoulders 
and bemoaning repeated weekend 
heartbreak at the Dean E. Smith Center 
as “just another Saturday in Chapel Hill.”

From buzzer-beating losses, rivalry 
failures and scrounges for the hopes 
of NCAA Tournament scraps — the 
unquantifiable feeling that comes with 
being a part of a blue-blood program 
has, at times, felt absent from the 
Smith Center’s Carolina Blue stands.

But on this Saturday, if only for a 
moment, it seemed to return.

The Tar Heels beat their crosstown 
rival and decades-old foe, N.C. State. 
Michael Jordan and members of the 
1982 national championship team was 
celebrated at midcourt. With the game 

out of hand from the outset, slams and 
swishes still drew elation from the fans 
in attendance — even when the lead 
hovered around 30 points. 

Former head coach Roy Williams was 
honored at halftime and told the crowd 
a phrase that summed up the afternoon:

“North Carolina basketball is not 
about one person and certainly not 
one coach.”

With head coach Hubert Davis now 
walking the sidelines, the combination 
of struggles from the last two seasons 
and bad losses scarring this one can 
make it easy to forget what UNC has 
been for decades.

Beyond the Tar Heels’ display of 
energy and cohesiveness on the court, 
UNC set season highs in points, fast 
break points, threes made and tied its 
season best in blocks.

Davis said the presence of the 1982 
team had an impact on the Tar Heels.

“For our guys to be able to see them, 
and to see the bond that they’ve had for 
so many years,” he said. “I think it really 
encouraged them and gave them a 
great visual of what it’s like to be a team 
and what it means to be successful here 
at North Carolina.”

Sophomore guard Caleb Love, who 
combined with fellow guard RJ Davis 
for 38 points and nine assists as the 
primary guard duo, said having Jordan 
in the stands served as inspiration.

After he knocked down his first shot, 
Love unintentionally made eye contact 
with the six-time NBA champion. 

Love had never seen Jordan in 
person until Saturday.

“It’s just crazy to see him there, 
he’s the greatest to ever play this 

By Zachary Crain
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

1982 team, Williams honored at halftime

DTH/HELEN MCGINNIS
North Carolina basketball legend Michael Jordan hugs former head coach Roy Williams while the 1982 championship 
team is honored at the game against N.C. State at the Dean E. Smith Center on Jan. 29. UNC won 100-80.

game,” Love said. “To see him sitting 
on the sideline and watching us play 
good, it’s just inspirational.”

And success wasn’t just limited to 
the guards. The post duo of Armando 
Bacot and Brady Manek combined for 
35 points in a dominant showing.

But it wasn’t just those moments, 
with UNC legends sitting sideline and 
being honored at the midcourt logo, 
that were unique to this game.

The indescribable feeling of 

watching a blue-blood team seemed 
to return on Saturday, as the small 
things that had drifted off over the last 
two years shined through once again.

With a Wolfpack comeback all but 
impossible and the UNC scoreline 
drifting closer to triple-digits — a 
mark that gives fans the opportunity 
to buy two sausage biscuits for $1 from 
Bojangles the next day — each basket 
drew increasingly louder reactions 
from the stands. 

When junior Jackson Watkins 
knocked down a free throw to get to 
the 100-point mark, the cheers were as 
loud as they had been all day. It was the 
first time North Carolina had scored 
100 points at home since Feb. 5, 2019.

UNC has tougher tasks ahead, 
including a bout with title-contender 
Duke next Saturday. But for now, this 
Saturday can stand on its own.

Twitter: @zachycrain

Join Our Team
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DTH/HELEN MCGINNIS
Sophomore guard Caleb Love (2) 
runs with the ball at the game 
against NC State on Jan. 29. 
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RETURN OF TENTING

Tenting makes its return to K-Ville
By Jake C. Piazza
Sports Editor

Droves of Duke fans shuffle to Cameron 
Indoor Stadium on a recent Tuesday night to 
watch their Blue Devils take on Clemson. 

Everything is nearly identical to all the 
other home games from this season. Line 
monitors’ bull horns ring, students show 
off their homemade signs to friends and the 
pregame line gradually grows as everyone 
scurries toward the walkway alongside the 
Wilson Recreation Center. 

But something gives Krzyzewskiville a 
different look. Probably the 200+ tents filling 
up every square foot of grass. 

Normally students hang out on the grassy 
quads prior to the games doing everything 
from painting faces to making hype videos 
on the Duke University Students’ Instagram 
page. But there wasn’t much space to do that 
starting Jan. 23, when the annual tradition of 
tenting returned after the pandemic forced 
its cancellation in the 2020-21 season. 

Students were ready for it to be back. 
“Tenting is just very special. You’ll meet 

so many new people. The community is 
unparalleled,” said senior Nitin Subramanian, 
who also tented his freshman and sophomore 
years. “Last night, I hung out with 10 people 
I’ve never met before at Duke.”

The return of Krzyzewskiville
It did not always look like tenting would 

get to make its return during the 2021-22 
season. Over Duke’s winter break Dec. 23, the 
University canceled the normal Black tenting 
period (the longest one) due to concerns over 
the Omicron variant, with plans for students 
to set up camp for Blue tenting (the shorter 
phase with less required people in tents) 

starting Jan. 16. Weeks 
later, the University 
pushed back the tenting 
start date again as it 
decided to also hold 
classes online until Jan. 
18. After much anticipation, the 
University gave tenting the go-ahead Jan. 13, 
with the plan for the infamous entry test to be 
Jan. 19 and Blue tenting to begin Jan. 23. 

“I was pretty upset when we got the first 
email about Black tenting being canceled and 
then when it got pushed back again that also 
wasn’t great,” junior Elizabeth Wise said. “We 
were worried that it wasn’t gonna happen or 
something but I was like: ‘Stop saying that, 
we need to make it happen, don’t jinx it.’”

Wise’s group and 169 others had 

their wish granted. 
Roughly one-third 
of the undergraduate 
student body huddled 
in Cameron Indoor 
Stadium to take the 
test, and the 70 top 

scores emerged victorious—with real estate 
in Krzyzewskiville as their reward. 

Additionally, the setup process was 
different this year to adjust for the Omicron 
surge. Instead of each group having one 
large tent with all the members sleeping in 
it, there is a rule of two people per tent. That 
makes living arrangements a little difficult 
with the six-person nightly requirement in 
Krzyzewskiville during Blue tenting, but 
Duke Athletics provided two additional tents 

Aaron Zhao | Photography Editor
Students set up their tents Jan. 23 for the first tentng season since before the pandemic.

COACH K AND CAROLINA

Iconic moments of the Coach K-UNC saga
By Evan Kolin
      Associate Sports Editor

Glen Morgenstern
Associate Sports Editor

Dean Smith. It would not take long before Coach 
K took down North Carolina. -Morgenstern

Gene Banks buzzer-beater (1980)
Krzyzewski may have lost his first battle 

against the Tar Heels, but he and the Blue 
Devils soon got their revenge in Coach K’s first 
regular-season finale. With just one second left 
in regulation, Banks caught an inbound pass 
and nailed the buzzer-beater to force overtime 
before sinking the game-winning layup just a few 
minutes later. Duke’s 66-65 victory represented 
Krzyzewski’s first win in the rivalry, while Banks 
capped off his regular season career in style with 
26 points. It was the end of an era for one Duke 
legend, but the beginning for another. -Kolin

Double standard game (Jan. 21, 1984)
The top-ranked Tar Heels faced an unranked 

Blue Devil squad, but Coach K was not prepared to 
go down without a fight. Duke led 67-63 in the final 
minutes. However, a young man named Michael 
Jordan turned out to be one tough cookie, as was 
Kenny Smith. But it was Dean Smith who made 
this game truly special by banging on the scorer’s 
table with four minutes to play, accidentally adding 
20 points to North Carolina’s score. It was fixed, 
but Duke still lost to the Tar Heels for the fifth 
consecutive time.

Krzyzewski was incensed after the game, saying 
that there was a “double standard” in the ACC—
one for Smith and the Tar Heels, and one for 
everyone else. -Morgenstern

1984 ACC tournament semifinals 
North Carolina dominated Duke during the 

early years of the Coach K era, winning eight of its 
first nine contests against the Krzyzewski-led Blue 
Devils. Then came the two teams’ matchup in the 
semifinals of the 1984 ACC tournament, a game 
that altered the trajectory of—and some would say 
even saved—one of the greatest rivalries in sports.

Just a week after a heartbreaking double-

overtime loss in Chapel Hill, Duke finally pulled 
off the upset, taking down the Tar Heels 77-
75 behind Mark Alarie’s team-high 21 points. 
Michael Jordan led all scorers with 22 in the final 
ACC tournament game of his career, but it wasn’t 
enough as Krzyzewski notched his first win against 
a No. 1-ranked opponent. -Kolin

UNC opens new Dean Dome in 1986 
The opening of the Dean E. Smith Center 

(dubbed the Dean Dome) could not have come 
at a more exciting team for the rivalry. At this 
point, both teams were solid blue bloods and 
Coach K had an impressive resume. The opening 
of the Chapel Hill arena marked the first top-five 
rivalry matchup of Coach K’s tenure. No. 1 North 
Carolina staved off a late run by Duke’s Tommy 
Amaker and Danny Ferry to defeat No. 3 Duke 95-
92. -Morgenstern

Dean Smith’s final rivalry game (1997)
Nobody knew on March 2, 1997 that it would 

mark the last time Dean Smith would face off 
against Duke. Vince Carter and the No. 8 Tar Heels 
defeated No. 7 Duke that day 91-85 despite a late 

push by Blue Devils Ricky Price and Jeff Capel. 
Krzyzewski was upset, saying, “We should have 
taken it to the hole.” Seven months later, Dean Smith 
announced his retirement. -Morgenstern

Wojo’s Senior Day (1998)
Some say Senior Day is supposed to encapsulate 

your entire career, and that couldn’t be any more 
true for Steve Wojciechowski, who tallied one 
point, 11 assists and plenty of floor slaps as No. 1 
Duke took down No. 3 North Carolina 77-75 to 
cap off the 1998 season. The Blue Devils trailed 
64-47 with 12 minutes remaining, but—in what’s 
been a common theme throughout the rivalry—
came all the way back to bring home the 500th win 
of Krzyzewski’s career.

If there’s any career that symbolizes what Duke 
has been all about during the Coach K era it’s 
Wojo’s, and if there’s any one Duke-UNC game 
that symbolizes the rivalry over the last 40-plus 
years, it may very well be this one. -Kolin

Duhon’s layup welcomes Roy Williams (2004)
With Dean Smith retired, it was now Coach 

K who was the elder statesman of the rivalry. 
Krzyzewski gave new North Carolina head coach 
Roy Williams the same welcome Smith had given 
him: a tough last-minute loss. Senior guard Chris 
Duhon scored the game-winning layup with 6.5 
seconds left in overtime. No. 1 Duke escaped the 
Dean Dome with an 83-81 victory. -Morgenstern

The Austin Rivers shot (Feb. 8, 2012)
There’s a reason this highlight plays before 

every game at Cameron Indoor Stadium. North 
Carolina seemed in control all night and led 82-
72 with just over two minutes remaining; but then, 
everything unraveled for the home team. From 
Mason Plumlee’s acrobatic steal to Tyler Zeller 
tipping it in his own basket, an array of implausible 

to each group.
“I think it’s definitely more of a hassle just 

because it’s more setup, more tarps, more 
stakes you got to put down but I think it’s 
definitely more comfortable in terms of the 
living situation,” Subramanian said. 

After a full day of hammering stakes, 
laying out pallets and propping up tents, 
Krzyzewskiville was back to its former glory 
by nightfall of Jan. 23.

‘This is actually my school’
For the hundreds of students braving the 

cold until the March 5 North Carolina game, 
it’s all worth it, especially after a year of 
being “Cameron-deprived” as senior Sunrita 
Gupta called it. 

Gupta values the skills that she’s learned 
from tenting. Negotiating pallet prices 
with local businesses, setting up a tent and 
collaborating with teammates are all things 
she’s picked up.

“This has taught me a lot more than a lot 
of other extracurriculars I’ve been in,” Gupta 
said. “I think that this is a super worthwhile 
experience as long as you’re good about the 
time management and are willing to sacrifice 
some other things for it.”

For others, tenting was just written in 
their future since birth.

“There’s photos of me wearing Duke gear 
at like three months old so it was always 
gonna happen,” sophomore Thomsen Hoops 
said. “I’ve loved Duke basketball since I was 
a little kid.”

Hoops’ tenting teammate, Skylar Brogan, 
knew she wanted to tent after she watched a 
documentary on the Cameron Crazies and 
the rivalry while she was applying to colleges. 

Since Mike Krzyzewski was hired in 1980, he 
has elevated the Duke-North Carolina rivalry to 
something approaching holiness. Every iteration 
of the rivalry attracts thousands of fans and let’s 
be honest, millions of dollars. Hundreds of Duke 
students sleep for months each year in a patch 
of grass bearing Krzyzewski’s name just for the 
chance to watch Coach K lead the Blue Devils 
against the team that lives 20 minutes away.

And almost every game has been memorable. 
Coach K has led Duke through 95 games against the 
Tar Heels—31 of them have been decided by five 
points or less. In 2022, Krzyzewski has a chance to 
make his last mark in the rivalry before Jon Scheyer 
takes the reins. He’ll be facing off against Hubert 
Davis, who has replaced Roy Williams in Chapel 
Hill. But let’s not look forward just yet. Instead, join 
us on a journey through Coach K’s most iconic 
moments in the Tobacco Road rivalry.

Moments

Coach K’s first rivalry game (Dec. 5, 1980)
Coach K’s first game against North Carolina 

gave a hint of just how intense the rivalry would 
become. Dean Smith’s squad jumped out to 
an 11-point lead in the first half of the Big Four 
Tournament contest. While foul trouble allowed 
Duke to crawl back in the game, North Carolina’s 
James Worthy gave the Tar Heels a major boost 
with 26 points. Gene Banks, the senior captain, 
was able to give Duke a late lead with about two 
minutes left. However, Krzyzewski’s first foray 
into the rivalry was no dream, as future Tar Heel 
head coach Matt Doherty hit a free throw with 
12 seconds remaining to give North Carolina the 
narrow 78–76 victory. 

“Duke deserved to win in the final minute,” said 

Simran Prakash | Staff Photographer
Coach K has faced off against UNC 95 times.

See TENTING on Page 10

See ICONIC MOMENTS on Page 10

Nitin Subramanian
Duke senior

“Tenting is just very special.”
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CAPTAIN WENDELL MOORE JR.

Moore’s road from Dean Dome legend to captain
By Jonathan Levitan
Assistant Blue Zone Editor

It only takes a moment for a legend to be 
born in the Tobacco Road rivalry. For Wendell 
Moore Jr., it took less than a second.

Thanks to a furious Duke comeback in 
February 2020 and a breathtaking end to 
regulation, college basketball’s most storied 
rivalry was tied at 96 with 6.6 seconds on the 
clock in overtime. Naturally, the ball wound up 
in the hands of sophomore guard and eventual 
ACC Player of the Year Tre Jones, whose buzzer-
beating jumper had just given the Blue Devils an 
extra five minutes of life in Chapel Hill.

With the clock winding down and 
defenders collapsing onto him, Jones hoisted 
the potential winning shot from midrange. 
In what already appeared an instant classic, it 
only made sense that Jones should provide the 
storybook conclusion.

But when Jones’ jumper fell short, missing 
everything, a streaking Moore caught the errant 
shot under the hoop and put it back up and in. 
By the time the ball fell through the net and the 
freshman forward managed to turn back toward 
the court, the buzzer had already sounded, and 
Moore had already etched his name into history.

“It really just means everything to me,” Moore 
said after the game. “[As] a kid growing up from 
Charlotte watching this game for 18 years of my 
life and getting a chance to be a part of it with 
a group of guys like this, and just the things we 
overcame this game meant everything to us. We 
knew this was a big game for us and this was a 
game that we had to win.”

Initially, as he stood facing the court beneath 
the basket, Moore looked to be in disbelief, briefly 
pausing as if to make sure he wasn’t dreaming. 
Then, under the bright lights of North Carolina’s 
famed Dean Dome, Moore had his moment.

It took only that moment for Moore’s story 
to begin, but years for it to grow. All this time 
later—almost two years to the date—Moore 
will step back into the Dean Dome once again. 
This time, though, he’ll take the court as Duke’s 
captain and cornerstone. This time, those lights 

are shining brighter than ever.

January 2021
For as grand as the start of Moore’s story was, 

his next chapter drew far fewer eyes. Much of his 
sophomore season played out in front of empty 
stands and cardboard cutouts, a far cry from that 
moment in Chapel Hill.

Heading into the new season, expectations 
for Moore—a preseason All-ACC selection—
were considerably higher. But it was fellow 
sophomore Matthew Hurt, followed closely 
by tantalizing freshman Jalen Johnson, who 
made the leap for a Duke team in need of a star. 
Moore ended up taking a backseat in a rather 
surprising turn.

“Wendell [Moore] is really struggling,” said 
head coach Mike Krzyzewski after an early-
season loss to Illinois. “God bless him. He’s just 
really struggling.”

After three rocky games, Moore ceded his 
starting spot and went scoreless in his first two 
games off the bench. His outlook seemed bleak 
until a January matchup with Boston College: 
with Duke down 16 early, the sophomore 
forward dumped a career-high 25 points on the 
Eagles to lift Duke to an 83-82 win, including 
an all-important baseline jumper with under a 
minute remaining.

In a season that, by and large, saw Moore 
struggle, his performance that night in a 
deafeningly quiet Cameron Indoor Stadium 
proved to be a beacon of light in an otherwise 
trying campaign.

“We’re a different team [with Moore playing 
well],” said acting head coach Jon Scheyer after 
the game. “His versatility is something that 
we’ve missed.”

Scheyer was right: Moore never truly got 
it going for a prolonged stretch in 2020-21, 
and neither did the Blue Devils, who ended up 
missing out on their first NCAA tournament in 
a quarter-century. 

In a February matchup against the Tar Heels 
in Durham, Moore’s solid play gave his team a 
chance to tie the game on the last possession. In 
stark contrast to his game-winner the year prior, 
Moore was called for a travel as he closed in on 

the hoop, and North Carolina walked out of 
Cameron Indoor Stadium with the win.

There was no signature moment this time. 
Heading into his junior season, the lights shone 
dimmer for Moore and the Blue Devils.

November 2021
Something changed for Moore between the 

end of his sophomore season and the beginning 
of his junior year. As he took the court against 
Kentucky for a top-10 matchup in Madison 
Square Garden to open the season, the same 
player who had failed to seize the spotlight a year 
earlier looked incredibly well-prepared to handle 
the bright lights.

Duke won that night and Moore impressed, 
even if his 12 points played second fiddle to 
breakout debuts from freshmen Trevor Keels and 
Paolo Banchero. Still, the difference in Moore’s 
on-court presence was hard to miss.

In one fell swoop, both Duke and Moore 
seemed to announce, “I’m back.” But for the junior 
captain, this had been months in the making.

“I think for me, that confidence really started 
in the offseason,” Moore said later in the season. 
“Basically, once our season ended last year, it 
wasn’t really down time for me. I was right back 

on campus with Coach Will [Stephens], our 
strength coach, just doing as much work as we 
can to prepare for this season. That’s really where 
the confidence comes from.”

The redefinition of Moore’s game mainly 
happened behind closed doors, far from the 
grandeur of Madison Square Garden. The hints 
were there throughout the preseason: heaps of 
praise from the coaching staff, his appointment 
as captain, rumblings of a dominant 
performance in a not-so-secret scrimmage 
against Villanova. All signs pointed towards a 
remarkably confident player.

The rumors were true, and it didn’t take Duke 
fans long to put their faith in Moore once again. 
Just days later, with Duke going up against Army 
in a game rife with other storylines and noise, he 
stole the show by posting the fifth triple-double 
in school history.

By the time Duke toppled top-ranked 
Gonzaga in Las Vegas—Moore posted 20 points, 
six rebounds and six assists—he had established 
himself as arguably the most important player 
on one of the best teams in the country.

“He spent seven weeks this April and May 

Bella Bann | Staff Photographer
Junior Wendell Moore Jr. has had a winding road to becoming a captain since his iconic 
buzzer-beater in Chapel Hill during his freshman season. 

See MOORE on Page 10
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GRIFFIN’S GROWTH

The emergence of AJ Griffin
By Alex Jackson
Sports Features Editor

It wasn’t until the 15th game of this season 
that AJ Griffin made his first collegiate start. 

After years of battling through injury and 
adversity, the star freshman could finally 
show off all the reasons that NBA teams are 
enticed by his abilities. His contributions to 
the Blue Devils, in recent weeks at least, have 
arguably ranked with the likes of teammates 
Wendell Moore Jr. and Trevor Keels, despite 
eclipsing 20 minutes in just two of the first 
10 games.

But minutes or stats never defined Griffin. 
The journey he has taken and the fight he has 
displayed tells more about the player he is 
than any box score. 

“What he’s done, working his tail off all 
season long. Never complained for one second, 
worked as hard if not harder than anybody in 
our team,” head coach-in-waiting Jon Scheyer 
said on Griffin earlier this season.

Griffin’s path was never straightforward. 
In recent years, it seemed as though he was 
always fighting an uphill battle when it came 
to his basketball career. His unique skill set 
put him on the radars of top college basketball 
programs from around the country early on 
in his high school career. And it only took 
one and a half varsity seasons to receive offers 
from college hoops blue bloods like Duke, 
Kansas and Kentucky. 

His story began in Dallas, where AJ was 
born to NBA travelman Adrian Griffin, who 
was playing with the Houston Rockets at the 
time of his second son’s birth. Adrian finished 
his solid professional career having played 
nine seasons in the NBA with five different 
teams. Now, he holds an assistant coach’s 
position, most notably winning an NBA title 
with the Toronto Raptors back in 2019.

Adrian’s coaching paralleled extremely 
well with his parenting. He went 3-for-3 in 
turning kids into collegiate hoopers with 
AJ’s older brother, Alan, having played for 
Illinois and Syracuse before turning pro in 

the G-League, and his sister Aubrey currently 
playing at one of the top women’s basketball 
programs in the UConn Huskies.

Despite being the youngest of the four 
Griffin family ballers, AJ is trending towards 
being the first in the group to be drafted, and 
quite the draft prospect he is becoming.

Injury unrest
The younger Griffin’s career was all lined 

up from the time he entered high school. 
It took less than one complete high school 
season for him to get his first Division I offer 
from St. Johns. After that, the rest started 
flowing in, ultimately leading up to June 15, 
2019, when he received offers from UCLA, 
Vanderbilt, Michigan, Villanova and of 
course, Duke. 

Injuries, however, threw a massive wrench 
in the development of the young talent. 

Griffin’s sophomore season, although 
magnificent, was hindered for the large part 
of the year while he battled a nagging foot 
injury. The then-16-year-old played in just 16 
of 30 games that season.

In January 2020, just a handful of games 
into his junior year with Archbishop Stepinac, 
the future McDonald’s All-American went 
down with a knee sprain that sidelined 
him for the remainder of the season. His 
former coach, Pat Massaroni, used the word 
“gruesome” to describe the incident. Griffin 
recovered in time for the postseason before 
COVID-19 cut the year short, but that play 
was just the next stop in a series of injuries 
that kept the 6-foot-6 forward from playing 
the game he loves.

The next year looked to be a fresh start for 
Griffin in his senior campaign. But before 
the season could even get underway, the New 
York native picked up an ankle injury that 
sidelined him for his entire year. He began 
rehabbing down in Florida in preparation 
for Duke.

“I always stay motivated, just because it’s 
an opportunity I want to take advantage of. 
Just playing at the best college, with the best 

coach there is, in my opinion,” Griffin said 
about his motivation through recovery in a 
2021 interview with The Athletic. “And I just 
feel it’s an opportunity most kids don’t get, 
so I want to fully take advantage of it. That’s 
how I’ll stay motivated.”

The five-star recruit’s high school career 
involved just one full season—in which he helped 
his team to a Catholic High School Athletic 
Association title—and two partial seasons, during 
which he was able to display a reinforcement of the 
skills he had in his arsenal. 

The final piece to this setback puzzle was 
the infamous knee injury that the freshman 
picked up just before Duke’s season was ready 
to start. Originally, no one knew the extent of 
the injury, and it was speculated that Griffin 
would miss the start of the season. But to the 
surprise of the public, Griffin was ready for 
the season-opener against Kentucky, suiting 
up and playing 11 minutes in the Blue Devils’ 
79-71 win.

Emerging from mystery
The unknown surrounding Griffin leading 

up to his first Duke appearance was a massive, 
obnoxious elephant in the room. Fans and 

analysts alike wanted to remain faithful that 
he was who Krzyzewski and Scheyer picked 
him out to be, but the truth of the matter is 
that no one could say for certain what would 
happen when Griffin touched the floor of a 
competitive match for the first time in nearly 
two years. 

Originally, his minutes were restricted 
and easing him back into play was a focus 
of Krzyzewski’s plan. Griffin played 11, 10 
and six minutes in the Blue Devils’ first three 
games, and then saw a nice jump to 16 and 21 
in the following two against Gardner-Webb 
and Lafayette, respectively. The Lafayette 
matchup was seen as a coming-out party for 
the young star, as he dropped 18 points on 
7-of-10 shooting and 4-of-6 on 3-pointers.

However, the Blue Devils next two 
matchups against Gonzaga and Ohio State 
saw Griffin’s minutes drop to a mere six and 
two, respectively, indicating that Krzyzewski 
didn’t have the faith to give the forward major 
minutes against high-level competition just yet. 

When ACC play rolled around, however, 
that attitude had changed. Griffin was on the 

Simran Prakash | Staff Photographer
AJ Griffin shot 5-of-5 from 3-point range in Duke’s recent win against Louisville.

See GRIFFIN on Page 10
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JEFFERSON RETURNS TO DURHAM

A look into Jefferson’s return to the program
By Max Rego
Sports Managing Editor

Amile Jefferson stands at midcourt, cradling 
a basketball. It’s just under an hour before Duke 
hosts Clemson, and he is right at home. 

Only this time, instead of being in a blue 
warm-up, Jefferson is wearing a jet black polo 
and slacks. While Mark Williams, Theo John, 
Keenan Worthington and Spencer Hubbard go 
through a few passing and lateral movement 
drills, Jefferson stands to the side, observing. 
So is life as the Blue Devils’ new director of 
player development.

Back in July, looking to bolster his staff in the 
wake of Nate James accepting the Austin Peay 
gig, head coach Mike Krzyzewski announced 
that the former Duke forward and three-year 
captain was returning to the program. 

“It is a thrill to have Amile back in our 
program,” Krzyzewski said in a release 
announcing the move. “Amile is truly one of the 
best representatives as a fierce competitor who 
never took a day off—whether it was in a game, 
on the practice court, and more importantly in 
the classroom.”

“Fierce competitor.” 
“Never took a day off.” 
Those might sound like clichés, but in 

Jefferson’s case, they ring true. How else could 
someone go from averaging just 12.7 minutes a 
night as a freshman, to serving as a crucial cog 
on a championship roster?

When the program made the announcement, 
though, it came as quite the surprise, considering 
that Jefferson had just averaged 11.7 points and 
7.1 rebounds a contest over the winter and spring 
for Galatasaray of the Turkish Super League. At 
28, Jefferson still had miles left in the tank for a 
playing career. Yet his time at Duke—the ups, the 
downs and everything in between—pointed to 
this being a possibility.

People just didn’t realize it. 

‘Positive plays’ 
Things were getting dicey in Lucas Oil 

Stadium.

Duke only trailed by four, yet was dealt a 
major blow when All-American center Jahlil 
Okafor picked up a critical fourth foul with 
9:18 to go. Okafor had struggled to contain 
Frank Kaminsky all night long, and now he 
was parked on the bench as the Blue Devils’ 
championship hopes were in limbo. 

Krzyzewski needed someone to match up 
with Kaminsky, who swept the national player 
of the year awards. With Okafor on the bench, 
it became clear that the toughest defensive 
assignment in college basketball now belonged 
to Jefferson.

Over 5:56 of game time, the then-junior slowed 
Kaminsky just enough to give Duke the chance 
to recapture the lead on the other end. Jefferson 
guarded the Badger star every time down the floor 
during that particular stretch, holding Kaminsky 
to 1-of-3 from the field by virtue of some physical 
and disciplined post defense.

Okafor entered the ballgame again after 
the under-four timeout, taking control with 
a pair of buckets late. As the clock hit zeroes, 
the confetti fell and the Blue Devils prevailed 
68-63, much of the praise went to Okafor and 
fellow freshmen, Justise Winslow, Tyus Jones 
and Grayson Allen.

But Jefferson, true to form, was steady when 
Duke needed steady.

“It was just about making positive plays,” 
Jefferson said during the postgame presser. 
“We have an amazing group, we have guys that 
can score, amazing talents, so when I’m out 
there, I’m just trying to do whatever I can to 
help our guys. Today it was being strong on the 
defensive end.”

For the evening, the former McDonald’s All-
American ended with seven boards and three 
huge blocks in 21 minutes. Not known for his 
scoring production, Jefferson only attempted a 
single shot—a layup that tied things up late in 
the first half—during the entire contest. It did 
not matter.

“Amile Jefferson was a huge, huge factor in 
this game,” Krzyzewski asserted that night. “His 
defense, and how he battled everybody, put us 
in a great position.”

At the age of 21, Jefferson had it all. A wide-
eyed grin that fans and teammates gravitated 
to. A reputation for toughness and energy. A 
national championship ring. Life was good. 

But life is never linear. In the midst of 
averaging 11.4 points on 68.3% from the floor 
and 10.3 rebounds through nine games, Jefferson 
broke his right foot in December of 2015. Duke, 
which was 8-1 before the injury, suffered seven 
conference losses without its co-captain and fell 
in the Sweet Sixteen to Oregon.

Upon his return for a fifth and final season 
in 2016-17, the Friends Central School alum 
solidified his status as a reliable veteran in a 
one-and-done factory. Starting all 35 contests 
as the consummate glue guy, Jefferson was tied 
for fourth in points and first in rebounds and 
blocks. His value was without question. 

His senior speech after Duke’s 75-70 win 
against Florida State Feb. 28 was the cherry 
on top.

“I love you all. I mean, I love this place, this is 
the most amazing school in the world. I love you 
guys,” Jefferson said to the raucous crowd. 

Twenty-one days later, the Pennsylvania 

native’s Duke career ended in the second round. 
It was off to the pros. But he had an itch.

‘Jump in’ 
Jefferson was talented and dedicated enough 

to earn a spot on two All-NBA G League teams 
and play 30 games for the Orlando Magic from 
2018-2020. But after a four-month stint with 
Galatasaray, it was time to shake things up.

Around the same time, Duke was going 
through some staff turnover, with Nolan 
Smith moving from director of basketball 
operations to assistant coach and his former 
deputy R.J. Hunter sliding up a notch to 
director of operations.

That helped matters. All it took were some 
conversations with associate head coach Jon 
Scheyer to get the ball rolling.

“It was a decision that took about a month,” 
Jefferson said during Duke’s preseason media 
day in September. “But like I was saying earlier, 
me and Coach Scheyer are always in close 

See JEFFERSON on Page 10

Alyssa Ting | Staff Photographer
Amile Jefferson played in the most games of any Blue Devil during his career with 150 and 
he came back to Durham in July of 2021. 
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Q&A: Bobby Hurley talks Tobacco Road rivalry

BLUE DEVIL GREAT

By Micah Hurewitz
Assistant Blue Zone Editor

Bobby Hurley played at Duke from 1989-1993, 
winning two NCAA Championships in 1991 and 
1992 and earned Most Outstanding Player honors 
for his performance in the latter. He competed in 
some of the most iconic games in Duke history, 
including several grueling contests against rival 
North Carolina. Last Wednesday, The Chronicle 
spoke with the now-Arizona State head coach 
about his college career and his memories of the 
Duke-North Carolina rivalry.

This interview has been edited for length and 
clarity.

The Chronicle: Anywhere Duke goes on the 
road is going to draw a tough crowd. But what 
makes the noise and the heat of the rivalry at the 
Dean Smith Center so unique and how did that 
motivate the team, and how did Coach lead you 
through that?

Bobby Hurley: There’s just a lot of external 
pressures going into that game. It feels different 
than any other game—from my recollection—no 
matter where I would go around town, people 
are talking about that game a week before it even 
happens. And so there’s a lot of hype behind it. 
There’s just a lot of juice to the game, and I think 
with [head coach Mike Krzyzewski] it was just 
about controlling your emotions, understanding 
it’s a heated game and that we’ve got to keep our 
composure and stick to the plan. You can’t let all the 
crowd noise, the articles written about the game 
and how big of a rivalry it is distract you from the 
mission.

TC: Are there any taunts or chants you remember?

BH: My name was easy to yell out, nice little ring to 
it, you know, “Hurley, Hurley.” And then, Christian 
[Laettner], he was a lightning rod too. He took a lot 
of the venom from opposing fan bases. And so he 
was able to help deflect some off of me—and we 

all got it, though there was plenty to spread around 
to all of us.

TC: Who was your favorite player to match up 
against in the rivalry?

BH: I mean, it was [North Carolina guard] King 
Rice initially for me. He was a really hard-nosed, 
defensive-minded guard, very strong. Almost built 
like a linebacker at the point guard spot and had 
some tough moments. I remember my freshman 
year at the Dean Dome, I think I had 10 turnovers. 
It was a rude introduction into the rivalry. But I 
figured it out from there. I knew what you had to 
bring to the table in that game.

TC: How did your feeling toward the rivalry 
change from your first game as a freshman to 
your final game as a senior?

BH: When you’re going into a situation that’s hard, 
you know it, you see it on TV, you see the fans 
going nuts, you see high-quality basketball usually 
right down to the wire. So you watch all that but 
until you’re actually a participant is when it all hits 

home and you realize just how hard both teams are 
playing and competing and how much that game 
means to each fan base. It’s a special game to be a 
part of because of those things.

TC: During the 1992 game when you guys lost 
75-73 to North Carolina and you broke your foot 
during the game, how did you find the strength to 
keep playing despite the injury?

BH: It was different times. I think I’m almost 
certain now like almost every arena has an X-ray 
machine and in that situation what happens today 
is I probably would have had X-rays and would 
have been out of the game but just wasn’t the case. 
So I needed to be on the floor. I needed to give 
whatever I had—we were undefeated at the time 
and had a real good chance to win that game. So 
although I was in a lot of pain and I was limited 
with my mobility, I still just did whatever I could 
do out there.

TC: What’s the bus ride down the 15-501 like after 
a win? What about a loss?

BH: The win was you’re elated and you feel like 
you’re on top of the world. Just an outstanding win 
anytime you could win on the road against that 
caliber of opponent, so you’re really excited. Then 
the other ones—it’s a quick bus ride, it feels a lot 
longer. Because obviously the sting of losing but 
you know, it’s certainly over pretty quick. That’s the 
plus side of that.

TC: In a game as heated as Duke-UNC, from 
a coaches perspective, what difference does 
momentum make and how can you capture that, 
especially on the road?

BH: You’re trying to stick to the routine—keeping 
your guys consistent, preparation in terms of 
how you practice, how you watch film—because 
everywhere that the guys are going to go people 
are going to remind them of this game and they’re 
going to just feel the tension, feel the hype, so 
you don’t want it to be overdone. So really in my 
opinion, it’s more like sticking to a game plan, 
seeing how we need to execute, talking about that 
with the team so that they’re not too over the top 
with emotion because this is a game that you don’t 
need to really motivate guys to play. Because you’re 
just so excited to play in that type of game.

TC: How does the Duke-UNC rivalry stack up 
against other rivalries you have seen throughout 
your career?

BH: It’s the greatest I’ve ever been a part of. It’s 
really not close to anything else that I’ve seen. I’m 
sure that there’s other sports and other rivalry-
type games within other sports, but college 
basketball, I think it’s an elite rivalry matchup. I 
don’t know if there’s one better. But I’ve had it out 
here. I’ve had Arizona-Arizona State and I’ve been 
a part of that. It’s a heck of an environment when 
those games are happening here. Duke-Carolina 
is just a touch different.

TC: Say you’re having a conversation 
with Coach K and the team before the 

Chronicle File Photo
Hurley played at Duke from 1989-93 and went to three Final Fours during his career. 

See HURLEY on Page 10
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

By Andrew Long
Staff Writer

Irrespective of which shade of blue you were 
wearing on Thursday, we can all agree that it was 
great to see Duke square off against historic rival 
North Carolina for the first time since March 
2020. We can also all agree that the Blue Devils 
were comprehensively outplayed in their 78-
62 loss, largely down to the most quintessential 
“shoot yourself in the foot” error: turnovers.

In a game that, prior to tipoff, seemed poised 
to be a nail-biter, it was the noisy neighbors that 
ruined the party at Cameron Indoor Stadium 
and deservedly so. North Carolina hounded any 
attempt by Duke to find even the slightest sniff 
of offensive momentum, taking the ball 18 times, 
including 11 steals, and racking up 27 points off 
the turnovers.

Turning the ball over is, perhaps obviously, 
the most surefire way to give your opponents 
dangerous offensive positions since they often 
happen when defensive shape isn’t established 
and the majority of players are hugging the paint 
and looking to score. Steals led to fast breaks, 
fast breaks led to points and Duke found itself 
down 21 at the half. Had it eliminated North 
Carolina’s points off turnovers (18), that deficit 
would’ve been a very manageable three, a deficit it 
would’ve made up in the second half considering 
it outscored its opponents 36-31.

“It’s a physical game and we’re trying to play 
it really fast,” said North Carolina head coach 
Courtney Banghart. “They’re in the training 
room, they’re in the weight room, they’re doing 
mobility every day with our sport performance 
team.… I think it’s also their competitiveness, but 

we want to play fast. We want kids that want to 
play fast and do it. That’s what we got.”

Though Duke surrendered only seven 
turnovers in the second half to the 11 it gave up 
in the first half, the damage was already done. 
When facing a team as talented and fierce as 
North Carolina—in a rivalry game, no less—
mistakes become opportunities. Unfortunately 
for the Blue Devils, as impressive as they’ve 
been this season, they made too many turnovers 
(mistakes) and allowed too many buckets on the 
counter (opportunities).

“North Carolina is a really good transition 
team,” said Duke guard Vanessa de Jesus. “They 
just played really well today, getting the passing in 

and just putting pressure on us.”
“When you turn the ball over, it’s very hard 

to set the defense,” added Duke assistant coach 
Winston Gandy, who stood in for head coach 
Kara Lawson Thursday amid her absence due to 
health and safety protocols. “We did a good job 
when we were able to play in the half court. But 
you know, the live ball turnovers will get you every 
day of the week.”

Even if the turnover battle was lost 
Thursday and with it a chance of a clean 
sweep over North Carolina, Duke should 
take notice of the immense shift its players 
put in regardless. It would’ve been easy for 
this game to be a blowout, but it wasn’t, 

Rebecca Schneid | Sports Photography Editor
The Blue Devils turned the ball over 18 times to North Carolina’s six.

and credit must be given to the collective 
digging-in of heels from the Blue Devils, 
especially in the second half.

Even when the game was dead, buried and 
out of reach late in the fourth quarter, Miela 
Goodchild knocked down three consecutive 
triples and a couple of layups. Elizabeth 
Balogun dominated quarter one with seven 
points and three rebounds and Shayeann 
Day-Wilson tried her best to pester the Tar 
Heel defense with a series of drives, layups 
and pull-up jumpers in the second half. The 
Blue Devils were spirited and energetic even 
when winning was highly improbable, and 
that should be applauded.

“Credit to the individuals in the locker 
room for not tapping out,…trying to string 
together solid possessions, regardless of who 
was on the floor, and I thought they did a 
good job of that,” said Gandy. “When you 
get consecutive stops and you start all of 
a sudden to score, it gets a little bit easier 
and you get a little bit more juice, a little bit 
more life. I thought they did a really good 
job of not looking at the scoreboard.”

The turnovers knocked down Duke 
Thursday night, but they’re not a season death 
sentence. This team has fight, hunger and talent 
to match. In the coming games, and it’ll be all 
too aware of this from tonight, it’s just a matter 
of keeping the ball to make that count.

“We faced a little bit of adversity early 
and I thought we adjusted well,” said Gandy. 
“If nothing else, we got a little continuity 
going. That hopefully builds a little bit of 
momentum.”

MEMORY LANE

Assistant coaches’ biggest playing days against UNC
By Sasha Richie
Blue Zone Editor

The Brotherhood runs strong through Duke 
men’s basketball, and nowhere is that more clear 
than in its coaching staff. Every man behind the 
Blue Devil bench was also once a Blue Devil 
himself. Now, as Duke approaches its first 
matchup against archrival North Carolina, let’s 
take a look at each of their extensive histories 
with Duke’s foes down Tobacco Road.

Associate head coach Jon Scheyer
After head coach Mike Krzyzewski revealed 

his forthcoming retirement last summer, it 
was announced that associate head coach Jon 
Scheyer would take the reins after him. Scheyer 
bleeds Duke blue through and through, playing 
four years from 2006-2010, then joining the 
coaching staff as a special assistant in April 
2013, ultimately being promoted to assistant 
head coach in 2014 after Steve Wojciechowski’s 
departure. In his senior year, Scheyer won 
a national championship as a team captain, 
coming in clutch with five of Duke’s last 10 
points in its final 61-59 win against Butler. After 
that season he was named an All-American by 
multiple outlets and was a finalist for the Bob 
Cousy Award, Wooden Award, Oscar Robertson 
Trophy and Naismith Trophy. 

Despite holding a 3-5 record against North 
Carolina as a player, Scheyer individually 
performed very well on Duke’s brightest 
stage, averaging 19.4 points, 3.6 assists and 3.8 
rebounds in his eight games against the Tar 
Heels, including a game in his junior season 
in which he scored 24 points on a blistering 
100% from both the field and the 3-point arc. 
His highest scoring game in the rivalry was 
also his very first, with 26 points as the Blue 
Devils fell 79-73 in Scheyer’s best game of his 
freshman season. 

However, his biggest moment against North 
Carolina was the first game of his senior season. 
After only having won one Tobacco Road 
rivalry game in his career and riding a three-
game losing streak, Scheyer led the Blue Devils 
with 24 points en route to a 64-54 win against 
the defending national champions at the Dean 

Dome. Krzyzewski said after that night, “I 
thought it was a gritty performance…the ball 
was not going in,” and that was even true for 
Scheyer, who went just 35% from the field. 

Scheyer said after, though, “You just need big 
plays, especially on the road…Coach said the 
whole game, ‘Don’t worry about missing shots. 
Just keep shooting,’” and that’s what he did, 
scoring 11 points in the last seven minutes to 
help the Blue Devils pull away in the close game 
and flip the rivalry’s narrative. North Carolina 
had won six of the last seven in the series and 
had won two national championships since 
Duke’s last Final Four appearance, but that 
win flipped the script, and the Blue Devils got 
the last laugh, winning their next meeting in 
Cameron and that year’s championship. 

Associate head coach Chris Carrawell
Like Scheyer, associate head coach Chris 

Carrawell also played all four of his college years 
at Duke, though from 1996-2000, building up to 
an exemplary senior season. After falling in the 
1999 National Championship to Connecticut, 
Carrawell and the Blue Devils came back for 
a successful 2000 season, winning the ACC 
championship for the second time in a row. 
Carrawell was named an All-American and the 
ACC Player of the Year with 16.9 points and 6.1 
rebounds per game that season. 

Carrawell holds the second-best record 

against North Carolina of all the coaches, 
going 7-3, even beating them once in the ACC 
championship in 1999. However, what stands 
out the most for Carrawell from his playing days 
against the Tar Heels was not one particular 
performance, but the atmosphere.

“You see how crazy our fans were going….
It was a different level and I’ll never forget 
that…,” Carrawell said at a recent media 
availability. “Each game you’ve got to play it like 
it’s a championship game.”

That struck him for the first time when he 
was lining up for the tipoff in the Dean Dome 
his freshman year. 

“I remember my first game, which was a 
career maker for me,” he recalled humorously. 
“My freshman year, we had lost to them seven 
times in a row…And so I jumped at center, 
and I was jumping against Serge Zwikker, who 
was 7-foot-3. I was 6-foot-7, looked a wet 185, no 
facial hair—well, I had a wide mustache, the wide 
‘stache—and he didn’t even jump, you know, he 
didn’t even jump and got the tip-ball.” 

Now, while nothing compares to playing 
the game, he says, the anticipation is still unlike 
anything else, even from the bench. 

Assistant head coach Nolan Smith
Assistant head coach Nolan Smith spent much 

of his Duke career alongside Scheyer, playing 
from 2007-11 and being a significant piece of 
the 2010 national championship-winning team. 
Like Scheyer, Smith also ended his senior season 
with a bevy of accolades, including finalist finishes 
in the Naismith Trophy, Wooden Award, Oscar 
Robertson Trophy and Bob Cousy Award races. 
These came after Smith led his team to a third-
consecutive ACC championship, defeating the 
Tar Heels in the conference final while averaging 
24.3 points, 6.0 assists and 5.3 rebounds per game 
across the season. 

Smith generally stepped up to the plate 
during the rivalry, but no more so than in his 
senior season. In Duke’s three games against 
the Tar Heels in 2011, Smith averaged a 
dominant 28 points and 5.3 assists. He even 
posted a career-high 34 points in the season’s 
first meeting as the Blue Devils toppled North 
Carolina for the third time in a row. In that 

game, Duke trailed by as many as 16 points but 
rallied to grab a 79-73 win. After entering the 
half down 14, the Blue Devils outscored their 
opponent 50-30 in the final frame, marking 
the biggest second-half comeback in program 
history since 1959. 

After the game and his own career-best 
game, Smith said, “This comeback win, how 
tough we were, how together we were and how 
great it feels now, I don’t think anything can be 
better than this.” 

Smith scored 22 points in the second half, 
leading the charge in the statement win. Not 
only did he assist on the Ryan Kelly 3-pointer 
that finally gave Duke a two-point lead and 
then immediately make his own layup to put 
the Blue Devils up four, but he slammed in the 
dunk with 18 seconds left in the game that put 
the exclamation mark at the end of the historic 
game. 

Director of player development 
Amile Jefferson

Amile Jefferson played five seasons for 
the Blue Devils from 2012-17, building a 
successful collegiate career and winning a 
national championship in 2015, before joining 
the coaching staff this season. Read more 
in this edition’s feature on Jefferson and his 
career (more on page 6). 

Going 7-2 against North Carolina in games he 
played in, Jefferson was a key player in some big 
wins, none bigger than the 2014-15 season’s home 
win. Tyus Jones and Quinn Cook led the Blue 
Devils to a fierce overtime win with 22 points each, 
but Jefferson was crucial to the Blue Devils pulling 
out the win. After Jefferson opened scoring, the 
Blue Devils pulled away, but in the second half the 
Tar Heels came back with a vengeance, eventually 
taking a lead with just over 15 minutes left. 
However, a pair of made free throws then a layup 
from Jefferson put Duke back within striking 
distance. Dotting the “I” on his performance, 
Jefferson collected his only assist of the game 
on the Jahlil Okafor triple that finally put Duke 
back on top. While the teams traded leads back 
and forth after that, that Jefferson stretch in the 
middle helped the Blue Devils push to overtime 
and eventually win such a huge game.

Kira Upin | Staff Photographer
Coach K and his assistant coaches watch a 
recent game in Cameron Indoor Stadium. 

Turnovers plague Blue Devils against UNC
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changing how he ran, how he walked,” said 
Krzyzewski after the win. “He busted his butt with 
our medical people. He’s an inch taller, he’s a better 
athlete, his force and how he runs has changed and 
he took a look at himself and said, ‘These are the 
things [I need to improve on], how I walk, how I 
run,’ and it’s worked out. But you have to be open 
to that, and then you have to work.”

“He’s worked really hard,” Krzyzewski added. 
“That kid is really having a hell of a year. He’s 
my captain.”

February 2022
After a fairytale start to the season, things 

got tougher for Moore and Duke in 2022 as 
conference play picked up. The Blue Devils fell 
twice in four games, dropping a pair of ACC 
matchups against Miami and Florida State by 
one possession each.

“I really think that all starts with me,” Moore 
said after the loss to Miami. “Tonight, I didn’t 
lead the guys the way I’m supposed to. Up three 
with 30 seconds left, I feel like, as a leader, I can’t 
let our team lose that game. So really I kind of 
put this one on me as a leader.”

If it wasn’t already clear, those losses showed 
once and for all that this Duke team goes as 
its junior captain goes. Moore couldn’t convert 
on the final possession of overtime against 
Florida State nor could he sink the go-ahead 
shot against the Hurricanes, but there is a 
reason that the ball wound up in his hands on 
both occasions.

And so, as his junior-year honeymoon 
ends and Duke’s late-season challenges begin 
to present themselves, Moore comes back to 
where it all began, the spot of his moment 
frozen in time.

When asked at September’s ACC Tipoff to 
name his favorite stadium excluding Cameron 
Indoor, Moore didn’t hesitate: “Non-Cameron? 
Dean Dome.”

Things likely won’t go down the same way 
they did in 2020, but then again, Moore is no 
longer the player he was then. This time, he 
won’t find the spotlight on him suddenly.

The lights are already shining.

MOORE
FROM PAGE 4

contact, we probably talked once or twice every 
week, even when I was playing professionally, 
and he was a big proponent in helping me 
come back.”

Then, it was time to speak with Krzyzewski 
about a potential move. 

“I had a real great conversation with Coach 
K about, when is the right time to make the 
pivot. He just told me, ‘If you’re going to be in 
you have to be all in, you have to jump in, and if 
you’re not sure, then it’s probably because you 
want to keep playing. If you do, that’s fine, too,’” 
Jefferson said. 

That talk sealed the deal for the former 
Gatorade Pennsylvania Player of the Year. After 
four years away, Jefferson was ready to return to 
the program. 

“For me, I woke up and I was like ‘This is 
what I want to do, this is a special moment and 
opportunity.’ And I would love to be around 
Coach K and Coach Scheyer and this very cool 
experience and learn from each other. So ended 
up being a no brainer, I’m super happy I’m 
back,” Jefferson said back in September.

‘A natural’
Director of player development is not some 

sort of ceremonial role. Far from it, actually. 
Jefferson is constantly working with the current 
crop of Blue Devils.

James, who was Duke’s big-man guru 
throughout his 12 years on staff, played a key 
role in sophomore center Mark Williams’ 
growth over the latter stages of last season. 
The 7-footer ended his debut campaign with 
a 23-point, 19-rebound tour de force against 
Louisville in the ACC tournament, and the 
ceiling was apparently limitless. 

That growth needed to continue, despite 
James no longer being in the fold. So far, it has. 
Jefferson, along with associate head coach Chris 
Carrawell, committed to picking up where their 
colleague left off. 

“With Coach Carrawell and Amile, I think 
biggest thing was finishing and rebounding, 
protecting the rim,” Williams said during a Jan. 
20 presser on what he has been working on with 

the pair. “And then on the defensive end also, 
being vocal, allowing those guards to know where 
screens are coming from, knowing they have help 
on the back side, that sort of thing.”

That work has paid off considerably in 
recent weeks, as Williams is averaging 13.3 
points on an absurd 75.6% from the floor, 9.0 
rebounds and 3.3 blocks in the Blue Devils’ last 
six games. The Virginia native has emphatically 
established himself as a rim runner and 
ferocious shot blocker.   

Jefferson has even seen his in-game 
responsibilities increase, as three members of 
Duke’s coaching staff have missed games due 
to injury or illness—Krzyzewski (non-COVID 
illness), Smith (health and safety protocols) and 
Carrawell (knee replacement surgery). 

That part of the job might have come out of 
left field, but Jefferson has taken it in stride. Par 
for the course for the man who played the most 
games, 150, in program history. 

“We’ve been gifted with Amile,” Krzyzewski 
said after Duke’s Jan. 15 victory against 
N.C. State. “He’s been able to coach because 
C-Well was out for three weeks with a knee 
replacement, and then I’m out…. It’s given him 
a chance to have an impact on the team.

“Man, he’s been incredible. Incredible…. 
I’ve been around a lot of young coaches, I 
have experience, but for a young coach, he’s a 
natural, and he’s helped me out a lot because 
I’m old and my knees don’t work anymore. So 
to have him on my side, it helps, it helps a lot 
man and guys really respect him,” Carrawell 
said during a Jan. 27 availability.

His foray into coaching might have come 
earlier than expected. Professional basketball 
is a lucrative and rewarding business, where 
grinding it out often pays off. 

Nevertheless, seven months into his new role, 
Jefferson is loving life at Duke once again. 

“I always envisioned myself in basketball, 
and I knew that at some point the ball would 
stop bouncing and that I would have to find 
my niche and pivot in another way,” Jefferson 
said at media day. “Coaching right now has 
been amazing, and teaching these guys and 
learning from these guys, and vice versa, has 
been really great.”

JEFFERSON
FROM PAGE 6

GRIFFIN
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floor for more time than he wasn’t across the 
team’s first three conference matchups. 

“[Griffin] has worked his butt off…since 
the Ohio State game, every day, individual 
work, extra [workouts]. And he’s climbing,” 
Krzyzewski said following the Jan. 4 matchup 
against Georgia Tech. “...he responded. And 
he’ll continue to get better. He’s done a really 
good job.”

And then, the moment that every high 
school hooper dreams of rolled around: 
the first college start. An unexpected lineup 
change prior to Duke’s game at Wake Forest 
took Jeremy Roach out of the starting five 
and opened a spot for Griffin. 

And that paid off. Griffin hit season 
highs in minutes (36), points (22) and shots 
made (eight, on just 11 attempts). He was a 
huge contributor to the team’s tough road 
victory that night, including a sweet step-
back 3-ball to beat the halftime buzzer, and 
showed just what he was capable of with 
enough minutes.

“Man, there’s a lot I could say about AJ. 
He works so hard,” Moore said following 
the Jan. 12 win. “[If the media could see] 
the work that he puts in day in and day out, 
nobody would be surprised at what he’s 
doing now.”

Griffin has fit into this Duke team like 
a glove. His shooting ability complements 
the games of his slashing teammates 
Paolo Banchero and Wendell Moore Jr. 
perfectly, and he’s proven to be one of the 
most consistent 3-point shooters in recent 
program history. His current 50% 3-point 
percentage is 7.9 points higher than JJ 
Redick’s best shooting season at Duke. 

Looking to the future
Following his dad, the NBA is certainly 

appearing in Griffin’s crystal ball.
In high school, Griffin easily nabbed 

a five-star recruit rating early on in his 

career. By graduation, he was ESPN’s No. 9 
overall recruit in the class of 2021 and the 
No. 1 small forward. The hype was real, but 
perhaps no indicator was greater than some 
of the earliest 2022 NBA mock drafts, some 
of which had Griffin as high as the No. 5 
overall pick. 

Griffin has the chance to be a part of the 
first Duke team ever with five first-round draft 
picks and the first NCAA team since 2010 
Kentucky. Paolo Banchero has been a lock for a 
top-three spot since before the season started, 
and with Keels, Moore and Mark Williams all 
having impressive seasons thus far, they also 
find their names in the first round of many 
reputable draft boards. 

Griffin’s absence from the starting lineup 
hurt his draft position early on in the 
season, but his recent surge has him rising 
on the big boards once again. His explosion 
of 22 points on 5-of-5 3-point shooting at 
Louisville was just the most recent fuel to 
Griffin’s NBA hype.

“He’s just a rising star. He’s not a rising 
good player. He’s a rising star,” Krzyzewksi 
said following the performance.

There’s still plenty of season left, and 
plenty of big stages—with two matchups 
against North Carolina, the ACC tournament 
and the NCAA tournament—for Griffin 
to further re-instate himself as a top pick, 
showcasing the unbelievable athleticism 
and ability that has flashed throughout the 
season.

At this point in his Duke career, the 
mystery is working in Griffin’s favor. The 
world has seen enough of him to know there 
is game-breaking potential within, but not 
too much as to where anyone could have him 
figured out just yet. Griffin has become the 
definition of “the sky is the limit.”

“But really the most important thing is 
I’m proud of him. I’m proud of how he just 
stuck to everything,” Moore said. “He’s stuck 
through the adversity that he’s had, now he’s 
coming into the player that we all knew he 
could be.”

She knew she had to be one of the fans in the 
stands painted blue.

“When I was interviewing [during the 
college application process], I was like: ‘I 
want to go to Duke because I want to paint 
myself blue.’”

Regardless of what people’s biggest takeaway 
from tenting is, many students circled back 
to the feeling of community that tenting in 
Krzyzewskiville creates. 

Wise is the proud team captain of “Keels 
Kave” and she’s enjoyed being in a tent with 
her friends from various social groups. 
Gupta is a part-time student this semester 
and being in “K-Watch” (like the 2017 
remake of Baywatch) has kept her connected 
to campus. 

“It’s so cool to walk around campus, see 
the players around, actually be friends with 
some of them and be like: ‘Oh this is actually 
my school,’” freshman Amy Fulton said. “I 
feel such a sense of commitment to the team 
now, I gotta be there. I gotta support my 
boys.”

As much time and effort as tenting in 
Krzyzewskiville takes, the students know 
how to have fun while doing it. 

Fulton and her group hung inflatable 
fish, crabs and strings of fish lights across 
their tent’s entryway to go along with its 
“Margaritaville” name. Wise and her friend 
adopted Mardell the stuffed dinosaur, a 
name the two of them made up because 
Wise’s favorite player is Mark Williams and 
her friend’s favorite is Wendell Moore Jr. 

Looking across Krzyzewskiville, a lot of the 
students in the tents weren’t even on campus 
the last time tenting took place. This season is 
different than any other with  the raised stakes 
that Coach K’s last year puts on it. Only four 
of the players on this team’s roster had even 
known what it was like to play in a packed 
Cameron Indoor Stadium before this year. 

But that defining characteristic of the 
students who pack Cameron Indoor Stadium 
is the same as it always was.

“We’re still crazy,” Wise said. 

TENTING
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sequences brought Duke to within two with just 
seconds remaining. -Kolin

Then came the most implausible play of 
them all, when Austin Rivers pulled up for 
the gutsiest of gutsy threes and silenced the 
Dean Dome at the buzzer. This is the Duke-
UNC game against which all others are 
judged. -Kolin

2015  game  (honoring Dean Smith pregame)
This game is remembered just as much 

for what happened before the game as what 
happened during it. Just before tip-off, both 
rosters knelt together at midcourt to honor 
legendary North Carolina head coach Dean 
Smith, who passed away 11 days before the 
contest after a long battle with dementia. The 
contest itself wasn’t too shabby, either, with 
freshman sensation Tyus Jones fueling Duke 
to a 92-90 win in an overtime thriller. Jones 
notched 22 points in the win, including nine 
straight in the final 1:38 of regulation to force 
overtime. -Kolin

Comeback/buzzer-beaters 2020
Jay Bilas repeats the phrase every year for 

a reason: Duke-UNC always delivers. And in 
the teams’ first matchup at the Dean Dome in 
2020, fans learned what that phrase means in 
two different ways. With the Tar Heels having 
lost seven of their last nine games and fallen out 
of the top-25, the visiting Blue Devils entered 
as heavy favorites. But for the first 36 minutes 
of the game it certainly didn’t look like it, with 
North Carolina holding a 13-point edge with 
four minutes remaining in regulation.

Then, the phrase entered its second 
meaning, with Duke transforming what 
appeared to be a disappointing blowout loss 
into yet another comeback for the ages before 
Tre Jones and Wendell Moore Jr. buzzer-
beaters handed the Blue Devils an improbable 
98-96 win. -Kolin

ICONIC MOMENTS
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game—what would you say to them?

BH: Good luck. It’s a war man. It’s like 
if you’re a competitor, it’s why you’re 
involved in sports, to be a part of games 
like this where there’s a lot at stake locally, 
bragging rights.

TC: Not sure if you’ve had time to watch 
any of their games, but any thoughts on 
this year’s team and how they’re dealing 
with the pressure of it being Coach K’s last 
season?

BH: They’re doing fantastic. I mean, 
got some high-quality wins. They’ve got 
great momentum. Really like their balance 
between having some veteran guys, like 
Wendell Moore, and then having the youth 
that they brought in that’s high level. So, I 
think it’s a great mix of talent—both young 
talent and guys that have been through a lot 
of college basketball games.

TC: How often do you think about your 
time at Duke—from the UNLV games, the 
Laettner shot, to all the Carolina duels?

BH: A good example of that is we played 
Stanford on Saturday night, and on Sunday, 
we were traveling to L.A. and we are on a 
flight at the airport and just a random 
person comes up to me and said, “Wow, 
man, I loved that UNLV game in ‘91, that 
was something.” He just kept going with his 
family back in the plane. So just appreciative 
that he brought it up and people have great 
memories. I think it was those teams and 
some high-level games—that UNLV game, 
the Kentucky game—just kind of memorable 
games—the Fab Five national championship 
game. They’re kind of memorable games 
that people will bring up with me from time 
to time in my travels.

HURLEY
FROM PAGE 7
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We are your place for officially licensed Duke clothing & gift items.

With thousands of products to choose from, we offer the largest selection of everything 
Duke. Shop with us 24/7/365 via our eSTORE and place your order anytime, day or night.
You’ll see why this is where real Duke fans shop!

SHOP OUR ENTIRE COLLECTION @

DUKESTORE.COM
*FREE SHIPPING on all standard orders over $75.

*Furniture & diploma frames are excluded and subject to individual rates. 

The only collection of Duke merchandise in the world
that actually comes to you direct from Duke University.

DUKE UNIVERSITY STORES
WHERE REAL

DUKEDUKE FANSFANS SHOP!
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