
By Jacob Meredith-Andrews
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

The new K-12 standards, approved 
on Feb. 4, include terms such as 
racism, discrimination and identity, 
and place a greater emphasis on 
social movements and competing 
historical narratives. 

To some students and teachers, 
however, the standards don’t go 
far enough to ensure that the hard 
conversations will be had.

What do the standards say? 

The new standards add objectives 
that focus on the perspective 
of  marginalized communities 
throughout history. 

The Board also included a 
glossary of terms and a preamble 
that emphasizes the standards do 
not limit the content individual 
teachers and districts decide to cover. 

“In practice, these standards 
represent the framework around which 
teachers will devise their students’ day-
to-day classroom experiences with 
social studies and history,” the Board 
wrote in the preamble. 

The proposal was met with some 
opposition – five N.C. Board of 
Education members voted “no” to 
the new standards. 

Lt. Gov. and board member Mark 
Robinson received over 30,000 

signatures on a petition to reject 
the standards.

The petition says the proposed 
standards are political, divisive and 
paint America as systematically racist. 

Earlier drafts of the proposal 
included more concrete language, like 
systemic racism and gender identity. 
According to the Board, 85 percent 
of public feedback was in support 
of that draft, but the terms racism, 
discrimination and identity were 
approved instead as a compromise.  

Christy Stanley, the director of 
humanities and healthful living for 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools, 
said now that the standards have 
been approved, the N.C. Department 
of Public Instruction will develop

Now, I was raised Catholic.
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Aranza Vázquez on a path to UNC diving stardom

By PJ Morales
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

During her first recruiting visit in 
2019, first-year diver Aranza Vázquez 
Montaño stood on the pool deck of 

Koury Natatorium, looking out at 
the record board that displayed the 
triumphs of Tar Heel divers past.

“Maybe I’ll be there one day,” she 
said as she took in the legendary 
names before her: Elissa Dawson, 
Michole Timm, Emily Grund.

Every athlete wants a shot at 
making history, at leaving their name 
in the record books for the world to 
see. Vázquez was no different, having 
dreamed of coming to the United 

States for college since she was a little 
girl in La Paz, Baja California Sur, 
Mexico. Standing on the pool deck, 
she was on the precipice of fulfilling 
that dream.

But Vázquez would prove quickly 
that she wasn’t just any diving 
recruit. Not even close.

In just one semester as a Tar Heel, 
Vázquez has shattered expectations, 
breaking and re-breaking the school 
records for the 1-meter and 3-meter 

diving events and winning consecutive 
ACC Women’s Diver of the Week 
awards. Not that it changes much, but 
she also has the third highest platform 
diving score in school history.

If she keeps it up, she’s on pace to 
become UNC’s best female diver of 
all time.

But what’s more is she made it. 
She arrived in the United States, 
a place that can be jarring and 
daunting for any immigrant, and 

made her presence known and felt. 
In the face of language barriers 
and cultural divides, she became a 
valuable member of her new team. 
And they love her for it.

‘It’s best for me to be here’

That love and success wasn’t 
guaranteed, though.

There’s adhesive in the air with Pintamar

The first-year has been 
breaking the program’s 

scoring records

DTH/BRANDON STANDLEY

UNC senior Marina Carolina Fela-Castillo works on a sticker order on Monday, Feb. 15, 2021.

DTH/BRANDON STANDLEY

Marina Carolina Fela-Castillo cuts out a sticker from her Valentine’s Day collection sheet. 

New standards include 
multiple perspectives 
throughout history

By Sara Raja 
Staff Writer

arts@dailytarheel.com

For Marina Carolina Fela-Castillo, it all began in 
October of 2019 when she decorated a shot glass for a 
friend of hers that was turning 21. 

The present was a hit, and many people at the party 
asked her where she got it. When she told them she had 

New social studies standards receive mixed reaction

Marina Carolina Fela-Castillo is a small 
business owner with sticky fingers

SEE STUDENT, PAGE 13

SEE SOCIAL STUDIES, PAGE 3

SEE DIVING, PAGE 8

EDUCATION 

UNC student turns to artistic side in lockdown

DTH/HELEN MCGINNIS

Ed Baruch, a teacher at East Chapel Hill High School, poses for a virtual portrait.

made it herself, she began to get requests to make custom 
shot glasses and mugs.

Fela-Castillo is the founder of Pintamar, a company that 
sells handmade gifts like stickers, earrings and tote bags.

When Fela-Castillo first started taking commissions, she 
just saw them as a way to make money. Over time, it became 
her side hustle, until March of 2020 when the coronavirus 
hit and the University moved to remote learning.

“Lockdown happened, and I hit a very low point in my life 
where all I was doing was going to class and then lying in bed,” 
she said. “It was awful, so I turned to my artistic side again and 
I started making things.”

Fela-Castillo realized that creating and selling her art 

was what brought her joy and got her out of bed in the 
morning, especially during a tumultuous time in the world.

She decided to create a website and begin shipping out 
her products. Pintamar officially launched on June 10, 2020. 

It took a month to decide on a name for her company, and 
it was her dad who finally came up with Pintamar.

“He put ‘pintar,’ which is painting in Spanish, and the first 
three letters of my name which is ‘mar’ and put it together,” 
she said. “I just had this feeling that this is the name I want 
my business to be called.”
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Students return to bus lines

DTH/BAILEY YOUNG
UNC first-years Celina Chung, Maya Gopal and Oliva Clark follow the mask and social distancing requirements on 
Chapel Hill Transit while riding to their destination on Feb. 14. “I’ve felt very safe with the safety measures,” they said.

As students return to the 
classroom, riders return 
to Chapel Hill Transit

By Lauren McCarthy
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Catching the U bus to head back 
to South Campus after a long day 
of classes looks a little different 
this semester.

As UNC students are reentering 
in-person classes, Chapel Hill Transit 
is back in action. With the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, the bus system 
has taken extra precautions to keep 
the community safe. 

As in the fall, the transit system 
runs with a reduced schedule, 
requires all riders to wear masks 
and limits the number of people 
who can ride to 16 people on the 
regular vehicles and 21 people on 
the larger vehicles. 

Jeffrey Sullivan, community 
outreach manager at Chapel Hill 
Transit, said the system has taken 
measures since the onset of the 
pandemic to reduce the spread. 

“We were among the first transit 
agencies in the state to limit the 
number of customers allowed on 
the buses and to mandate mask 
usage among our operators,” he 
said. “We have consistently followed 
the governor’s executive orders 
regarding the mask-wearing.”

First-year geography major 
David Go said he uses Chapel Hill 
transit three to four times a week 
to get to campus. He said students 
always wear their  masks and 
practice social distancing. 

“I’ve always felt safe,” Go said. 
“I’ve never seen anyone try to break 
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the rules. We all want to keep the 
community safe.”

Ronik Grewal ,  a  first-year 
student majoring in information 
sciences, said the bus operators 
have also been enforcing COVID-
19 guidelines for riders. 

“Every time someone new gets on 
the bus, the (operator) reminds them 
to keep their mask on and practice 
social distancing,” Grewal said. 
“They also provide hand sanitizer 
and stop accepting new riders after 
hitting capacity.”

Sullivan said bus operators have 
experienced a range of feelings 
during the pandemic. Some report 
missing their co-workers, and many 
are looking forward to normalcy. 

“Operators are going through the 
same feelings we all are,” Sullivan 
said. “Many are worried about 
spreading the virus to their families, 
loss of income and navigating virtual 
learning for their children.”

To combat this, Sullivan said 
Chapel Hill Transit is focused on 
keeping team members safe and 
showing appreciation for their 
service through events, words of 

encouragement and job security. 
Sullivan also said Chapel Hill 

Transit has seen a significant 
decrease  in  r iders  s ince the 
beginning of the pandemic, and it 
has been able to manage capacity 
limits through its partnership with 
the University. 

For Grewal, the pandemic has 
actually increased his bus usage. He 
said he uses the bus a few times a 
week to go to an off-campus gym.

“If life were normal, I would just 
walk to the gym on campus,” he said. 
“But Campus Recreation is always 
booked solid, so I’ve had to go off-
campus to work out.” 

Sullivan said Chapel Hill Transit 
is advocating for bus operators’ 
priority in testing, safety equipment 
and eventually vaccines. 

“Transit operators have never 
stopped working during the pandemic,” 
he said. “As front line employees they 
have consistently reported for duty 
and come into contact with dozens 
of people on a daily basis. Transit 
operators are heroes.” 

Twitter: @dailytarheel
DTH/EMILY KUMAR

A student waits for the bus at the new South Road bus stop on Feb. 11, 2021.
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When’s the last time you washed your water bottle?

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/THORNE WILLIFORD
QUVI is launching a pilot program at UNC to eradicate bacteria from students’ reusable water bottles by using UV-C light.

 By Emma Lindsey
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Whether studying on-campus or 
taking a walk, many college students 
rely on reusable water bottles daily. 

And af ter  a  team of  UNC 
sophomores noticed a lack of ways 
to sanitize these bottles, they set out 
to create a product to meet this need.

A l e k h y a  Ma j e t y,  Ha r s h u l 
Makwana and Kush Jain developed 
QUVI, a reusable water bottle 
sanitation device. In March, the 
team intends to release a prototype 
of the device at a UNC residence 
hall, in order to receive feedback 
from students and fine tune its 
invention. The team will work with 
the University as part of a pilot 
program, Jain said.

The team hopes to sell its product 
to UNC and other universities so 
students can enjoy communal access 
to QUVI in residence halls. 

“It will let UNC students test out 
our product and see what they like 
about it and see what improvements 
we can make, but also just get the 
word out,” Jain said.

QUVI is unique to other products 
on the market due to its design, 
which uses multiple LED lights, Jain 
said. The product employs a dual 
system with interior and exterior 
LEDs, allowing sanitation of the 

entire bottle, he said.
Majety said the product utilizes 

UV-C light to deactivate the DNA 
and mRNA within viruses and 
bacteria to prevent reproduction. 

“It has been used in the medical 
industry for several decades to 
sanitize their equipment,” Majety 
said. “Recently, due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, it has been increasing 
in use for regular people as well.”

After observing the unclean water 
bottles their peers drank from in 
their first year, Makwana and Jain 
developed the idea for QUVI. 

“We realized there was a really 
big health risk that a lot of students 
understand but do not fully grasp 
the magnitude of,” Makwana said. 
“We wanted to make sure that we 
provided a solution that is convenient 
and accessible.”

Majety, Makwana and Jain would 
like to expand their sanitization products 
beyond their focus on water bottles. 

“Because of COVID, we really 
realized that it is more than just bottles 
that need to get sanitized,” Jain said. 
“There are personal belongings and 
things like face masks and keys and 
glasses that we could actually sanitize.”

The team has received acclaim for 
its skills, winning $500 for second 
place at the Carolina Challenge 
Makeathon and $1,000 for first place 
at UNC’s Pitch Party Competition, 
Majety said. 

They received more funding from 
outside UNC as a part of the Clinton 
Global Initiative COVID-19 cohort, 
where Majety, Makwana and Jain 
are one of 38 teams selected from 

1,400 applicants across the world, 
Makwana said. 

UNC provided resources for the 
team to launch its project and try 
out new ideas, Jain said. The team 
has received help from University 
mentorship programs and facilities, 
crafting its first prototype in the 

Carmichael Makerspace. 
As a pre-med student, Majety was 

unaware of the resources available 
to her as a creator, but she found 
extensive help from UNC. 

“There are so many mentors and 
there are people where their job is 
literally to help students who have an 

idea like this,” Majety said. “So many 
people have advice and experience 
and have started businesses. They 
give you the means to do everything, 
so you might as well take advantage 
of that.”

Twitter: @dailytarheel.com

Waitlist numbers for vaccine surge

By Heidi Pérez-Moreno
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

More than 100,000 residents 
throughout the Triangle are still 
waiting to be vaccinated at public 
centers, roughly a month and half 
after North Carolina made the 
COVID-19 vaccine available. 

Mandy Cohen, secretary of the 
N.C. Department of Health and 
Human Services, said at a Feb. 8 
press conference that President Joe 
Biden’s administration approved 
a five-percent increase in vaccine 
doses to the state. She said it is 

undetermined how many additional 
doses that would add up to.

Ever since vaccines became 
available to states, supply has been 
a concern. Medical professionals 
and N.C. residents hope a boost in 
vaccine doses will help ease their 
counties’ waitlists. 

Wake County

Wake County has logged 78,862 
individuals on its waitlist as of Feb. 
10, the highest among Triangle 
counties. The county is also the 
largest in the Triangle, with about 
1.1 million people living there, 
according to the U.S. Census.  

S t a c y  B e a r d ,  e x t e r n a l 
communications manager for Wake 
County, welcomed the news about the 
increase in vaccine supply in an email. 

She said the large waitlist can be 
attributed to the number of vaccines 
North Carolina has allocated to 
counties. So far, Wake County has 
received 18,350 vaccines from the 
state and has 6,337 vaccination 
appointments scheduled for this week.

“We understand there are those 
who feel the rollout of the vaccine 
has been too slow — we continue 
to face extremely low supply and 
incredibly high demand,” Beard said 
in the email. 

Orange County

Orange County has the second-
highest vaccine waitlist in the 
Triangle, with 17,675 individuals. 

K r i s t i n  P r e l i p p ,  p u b l i c 
information officer for the Orange 
County Health Department, said in 

an email that the Chapel Hill and 
Carrboro area has been overwhelmed 
by the demand for the vaccine. 

Orange County, the smallest 
of the three counties with about 
146,000 residents, received 600 
first doses of the vaccine this 
week. The health department has 
administered 3,663 first doses to 
individuals and 2,191 second doses, 
according to its dashboard. 

This number does not include 
private vaccine clinics, such as UNC 
Health and Piedmont HealthCare. 

Prelipp said once the vaccine is 
available, it will be able to be found 
everywhere the flu vaccine is. 

Durham County

Durham County Department of 
Public Health, partnering with Duke 
Health to provide vaccinations, has 
about 10,000 people waitlisted as of 
Feb. 8, Alecia Smith, the department’s 
communications and public relations 
manager, said in an email. 

Three weeks ago, the Durham 
County Department of Public Health 
was forced to pause appointment 
scheduling until further notice due 
to limited supply. No appointments 
were canceled or postponed, 
according to a Jan. 28 press release. 

“Durham County has a baseline 
allocation of 600 first doses for 
the next three weeks, and we are 
uncertain when our allocation will 
increase,” Health Director Rod 
Jenkins said in a statement. “It is 
best to halt scheduling until we are 
confident we will be able to fulfill 
additional appointments.” 

Catie Armstrong, a press assistant 
for the N.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services, said the state 
prioritizes vaccine doses for counties 
with high populations of those who 
are 65 and older and with historically 
marginalized communities. 

“The goal is to vaccinate as many 
people as quickly and equitably as 
possible with very limited supply of 
vaccines,” Armstrong said.

Twitter: @heidi_perez02

DTH FILE/MORGAN PIROZZI
Cary resident Neelima Singh receives the first dose of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine on Thursday, Jan. 21, 2021. 

These UNC sophomores 
want to help students keep 

their water bottles clean

State to receive vaccine 
supply increase as counties 

deal with long waitlists

Social 
studies 

standards 
changed

further resources to help school 
districts to implement the standards 
next school year. Stanley said the 
actual curriculum is left to schools 
and school districts to determine.

L a i l a  V a l e n t i n e  a n d 
O l u w a d e m i l a d e  F a n i k a , 
co-presidents of the Cedar Ridge 
High School’s Black Student Union 
for Orange County Schools, said 
they are enthused by some of the 
changes but concerned the final draft 
is ambiguous enough that difficult 
conversations can be avoided. 

Valentine said she understands the 
thought process behind generalizing 
— to allow for conversation about 
different types of racism and identity.

“But I think really, it just kind 
of censors the discussion about 
systemic racism and gender identity,” 
Valentine said. “Censoring that or 
changing that kind of baffles me. It’s 
kind of like we’re going backwards.”

Fanika said under the previous 
standards, she missed opportunities 
to discuss the relationship between 
history and current events, like the 
connection between slavery and the 
modern carceral system. 

“I feel that everything I know now 
about history is stuff that I’ve learned 
outside of school,” Valentine added. 

In the end, Baruch said the 
standards are not as different as 
they may appear. The objectives 
expect students to determine cause 
and effect, compare change over time 
and analyze primary sources. 

“It’s a matter of coming to terms 
with the fact that there’s more 
storytellers now than there were at 
the beginning,” Baruch said.

Twitter: @Jacob_M_Andrews

Continued from Page 1
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DTH FILE/MORGAN PIROZZI
People clean up Franklin Street after students destroyed several 
mattresses following the Tar Heels’ defeat of the Blue Devils.

DTH FILE/BAILEY YOUNG
Students run past Epilogue on their way to rush Franklin Street 
following UNC’s 91-87 victory, despite COVID-19 restrictions.

DTH FILE/CHRIS OCANA
Customers at Sup Dogs cheer on UNC’s basketball team 
during its game against Duke on Saturday, Feb. 6, 2021.

Students react to Franklin Street rush 
By Clay Morris

Senior Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

On Feb.  6,  many UNC students 
celebrated the men’s basketball team win 
over Duke by rushing Franklin Street. 

Though rushing Franklin Street after 
defeating Duke is a school tradition, images 
of the activity — which show large groups, 
with only some wearing masks — have 
elicited an array of opinions on whether 
the rush was necessary. 

Some students found the choice by their 
peers to rush as an example of privilege 
and an extension of irresponsibility on 
behalf of UNC’s administration, especially 
as in-person classes resumed Monday. 
Following concerns after the events of 
Saturday night, UNC announced that 
faculty had the option to delay a return to 
in-person classes until Feb. 17. 

Ashliyn Burgos, a junior at UNC, said she 
doesn’t judge those who rushed as bad people 
because they were most likely compelled by 
the fever of winning the game. But she said 
that regardless of motivation, those who 
rushed should face consequences. 

“They signed a contract to come back 
to campus, whether on or off, and they 
negated the contract when they did that,” 
Burgos said “... So I hold them in contempt 
of being full-fledged adults who went 
against the contract they willingly signed.”

She said those who rushed Franklin 
Street also jeopardized the safety of all 
Chapel Hill residents, other students, 
professors and staff of the University.  

Anna Pickens, a sophomore at UNC, 
said she was confused and then annoyed 
by the running and yelling she heard 
outside her house once people started 
rushing Franklin Street. 

“This is my hometown,” she said. “My 
grandma has lived here for 80 years, and 
it’s just really disheartening to see people 
who showed up between six months and 
four years ago damage a community that 
means a lot to me.” 

Emma Cohn, a sophomore who lives 
off campus in Chapel Hill, said her gut 
reaction to seeing hundreds gathered on 
Franklin Street was disappointed but not 
surprised, considering UNC moved fully 
online last semester after only one week 
of in-person classes.

“I think I’m just sort of appalled at the 
continuous gall that people have to say, ‘I 
don’t care about the pandemic, so I’m not 
going to act like it exists,’” Cohn said. 

Izzy Hastings, a junior at UNC who was 
on Franklin Street at the time of the rushing, 
said the words “barbaric” and “primal” came 
to mind to describe the event. 

Hastings said she noticed that despite 
the intersection of Rosemary and South 
Columbia streets being blocked off — which 
indicated to her an expectation that rushing 

would occur — Franklin Street itself wasn’t 
completely blocked off as a few cars moved 
around and through the crowd of students. 

Ran Northam, interim communications 
manager for the Town, said the cars seen 
weaving through students were likely already 
on the street before the crowd arrived. 

The University released several messages 
encouraging students not to rush prior to 
the game on various social media accounts 
such as UNC’s Twitter account, the UNC 
Healthy Heels Instagram account and the 
UNC Student Affairs Instagram account. 

The Town of Chapel Hill said in a Feb. 
8 press release that it was “hopeful that 
students would do the right thing” following 
UNC’s message to stay home. 

“Regardless, planning efforts by the 
Chapel Hill Police, Fire, and Public Works 
departments allowed the Town to get 
the spontaneous gathering of hundreds 
of people off the street within about 30 
minutes without conflict,” the Town said 
in the press release. 

Cohn said UNC administration’s 
response to the incident — including 
Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz’s tweet 
after the basketball game ended — was 
ineffective and didn’t address how the 
University’s general response to COVID-19 
enabled the crowd on Franklin Street. 

On Monday,  Amy Johnson,  vice 
chancellor for student affairs, said the 
Office of Student Conduct had received 

over 300 COVID-19 community standards 
violation referrals since Saturday.

Burgos said the fact that many students 
who were photographed and recorded 
rushing are white speaks to a culture of 
white privilege at UNC.

“Black students haven’t been seen 
out there in the same capacity that 
white students have, which I think says 
something about how they feel entitled 
to go out there and do what they want,” 
Burgos said. “If that was something for 
Black Lives Matter, or Silent Sam, police 
would have been out there immediately 
shutting it down — but because it wasn’t 
something about Black bodies and racial 
injustice, they were fine with it.” 

Pickens said students who claim to be 
proud of UNC are obligated to not make 
decisions like rushing in a pandemic, and 
instead make decisions that are positive for 
the entire Chapel Hill community — not 
just the University. 

“This community gives so much to 
the University,” Pickens said. “We owe 
it to them. We owe it to people like my 
grandma. We owe it to the homeless man 
on the street to give a damn honestly, to 
care about their health. Because if we’re 
going to come in here and act like this is 
our home, we have to take care of it. We 
have to care about other people.” 

Twittter: @dailytarheel

Email shows how Chapel Hill police prepared

DTH FILE/CALLI WESTRA
A police officer looks on as hundreds of UNC students gather at the 
intersection of Franklin and Columbia despite COVID-19 restrictions.

By Kayla Guilliams
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Ma n y  s t u d e n t s  e x p r e s s e d 
frustration with how the Chapel 
Hill Police Department handled the 
Feb. 6 Franklin Street rush, where 
approximately 1,000 people gathered 
— many without masks — after the 
UNC men’s basketball team’s win over 
Duke University. 

And while the Town has refused 
requests for comment, an email 
between local officials revealed 
their preparations and anticipations 
ahead of the rush. 

In a Feb. 8 press release, the Town 
said it was hopeful students wouldn’t 
rush due to UNC encouraging them 
not to and because students didn’t 
gather on Franklin on Halloween. 
The Town added that planning 
efforts by Chapel Hill police, fire and 
public works departments allowed 
them to disperse the crowd within 
30 minutes. 

Interim communications manager 
Ran Northam said in an email that the 
Town of Chapel Hill isn’t commenting 
beyond the press release. 

But an email sent by Town Manager 
Maurice Jones to the Town Council 
on Feb. 8 contained a message from 
Chapel Hill Police Chief Chris Blue 
about the event. Blue said in the email 
that the police department’s plan 
focused on providing resources that 
would be necessary for street closures 
or traffic diversion if needed. 

He said officers were on standby 
Feb. 6 for any potential post-game 
activity, and three UNC police officers 
were called in to help. 

Blue said officers deployed with five 
minutes left in the game to monitor the 
situation, which confirms reports that 
police were on-site at the beginning of 
the event. Two minutes after the game 
ended, a crowd had gathered at the 
intersection of Columbia and Franklin, 
requiring those roads to be closed. 

Blue said police staff began 
making announcements to clear the 
streets 25 minutes into the rush. He 
said the crowd complied with those 
announcements, and streets were able 
to be reopened to traffic at 8:52 p.m.

Blue said one man was arrested 

for drunk and disruptive behavior 
and resisting officers.  Arrest 
records confirm he’s a UNC student. 

But some students said they still 
want answers as to why the Town 
didn’t disperse the crowd sooner. 
Many said they think the response 
would’ve been different if the 
gathering had been a Black Lives 
Matter or Silent Sam protest. 

“I wish they could have stepped 
in sooner before any crowd even 
formed,” senior Rick Ramirez said. 
“In the middle of a pandemic, if you 
see a bunch of college kids running 
to Franklin, you would assume that 
police would be capable of stepping 
in front of them and telling them to 
go home.”

The UNC Commission on Campus 
Equality & Student Equity expressed 
a similar sentiment in a statement 
posted to Twitter on Feb. 6. 

“. . .  If this had been a BLM 
protest or a demonstration against 
the existence of racism within the 
University there would have been 
many safety plans in place and 
(UNC Police) and CHPD would 
have made a dozen arrests,” the 
statement read. 

Blue said in the email that the 

early tipoff time for the game, 
capacity limitations for bars and 
restaurants, and messaging from 
UNC had made CHPD hopeful that 
there would not be much activity if 
UNC won. 

Some students and residents 
reached out to the Town Council 
by email to express their concerns 
over the event potentially being a 

super spreader.
Blue said in the email the CHPD 

already started conversations 
with UNC about the upcoming 
home game against Duke, and 
are coordinating with UNC about 
potential follow-ups with people 
identified in the rush.

Twitter: @KaylaGuilliams

The Town declined to 
comment further on 

CHPD’s readiness for rush

News

‘We have to care about other people’
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Being ‘readdi’ for future pandemics

DTH/AUSTIN WANG
Dr. Mark Heise, a professor of microbiology, immunology and genetics at 
UNC School of Medicine, poses in his lab. Heise is a co-founder and col-

By Grace Battle Thompson 
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

COVID -19 is  not  the  firs t 
pandemic, yet much of the world 
was unprepared to face it. Scientists 
at UNC are committed to ensuring 
this lack of preparedness does not 
happen again. 

The Rapidly Emerging Antiviral 
Drug Discovery Initiative was founded 
in April 2020 as a collaboration 
between UNC, the Eshelman Insitute 
for Innovation and the Structural 
Genomics Consortium. Since its 
founding, READDI has made 
significant strides in garnering support 
and partnerships for its mission. 

When it became clear that COVID-
19 was going to be a real threat, Ralph 
Baric, Nathaniel Moorman and Mark 
Heise channeled their worries about the 
spread of the virus to create READDI.

“The scientific community tends to 
be reactive when an outbreak occurs,” 
Heise, a professor of genetics at UNC’s 

School of Medicine and READDI 
co-founder, said. “So we started to 
think about ways that we could maybe 
not be reactive, but be proactive in the 
face of pandemics — and that is really 
what drove the READDI concept.”

John Bamforth, interim director 
of READDI and director of the 
Eshelman Institute for Innovations, 
said the goal of the initiative is to 
have five novel broad-spectrum 
antiviral therapies go through phase 
one of human safety testing within 
the next five years. 

These therapies aim to save lives in 
the current pandemic and help prepare 
for future pandemics before they begin.

UNC students have reaped the 
benefits of working alongside the 
world’s leading scientists. 

Emily Madden, who recently 
defended her Ph.D. in microbiology 
and immunology from the UNC 
School of Medicine, said she has 
been working with READDI since 
the beginning. 

The UNC Gillings School of 
Public Health, School of Medicine 
and Eshelman School of Pharmacy 
have collaborated with READDI to 
further promote its work, Heise said. 

UNC has invested $6.5 million in the 

project to date. READDI’s partnership 
network spans across the globe with 
over 20 projects partnered with 
pharmaceutical companies, universities 
and non-governmental organizations.

But the work does not come 
without its challenges, Bamforth 
said. Funding is crucial to the 
advancement of READDI’s drug 
therapy development. Getting 
governments around the world 
to focus not only on the current 
pandemic but also the threat of 
future pandemics is a hard sell.

“It is hard to convince a drug 
company to produce a drug for a 
disease that does not exist,” Bamforth 
said. “The market dynamics really do 
not help the development of drugs 
for things that do not exist.”

B a m f o r t h  u r g e s  t h e  U N C 
community and beyond to encourage 
elected representatives to continue 
developing pandemic preparedness 
for the future.  

The future of READDI is bright, 
and its work is far from over, Heise 
said. Although the initial focus 
is on coronaviruses, flaviviruses 
and alphaviruses, the hope is to 
expand into other viral families with 
significant emergence potential.

“We will continue to build 
partnerships to meet our long term goal 
of producing broad-spectrum antiviral 
drugs that will be available for both the 

next pandemic and the pandemics that 
will follow,” Heise said. 

Twitter: @dailytarheel

Carolina Together provides campus support

Your guide to the UNC student body election

DTH FILE/NOUR ZARROUK
A student works at the pavilion in Polk Place on Sep. 6, 2020. Carolina Together 
Ambassadors are working on campus this semester to ensure COVID-19 safety.

By Elena Tsai
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

If you spot a yellow vest and “How 
can I help?” badge, make sure you are 
on your best, COVID-19-safe behavior 
— you just might win a golden ticket.

With on-campus classes ramping 
up this week for the spring semester, 
members of the Carolina Together 
Ambassadors program are stepping up 
to provide campus operational support 
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Rick Wernoski, the senior vice 
provost for business operations, said 
the Carolina Together Ambassadors 
Program’s purpose is to make campus 
a more welcoming environment, 
while also providing a community 

solution to pandemic challenges. 
This semester, the program 

is accepting applications from 
students, staff and faculty members. 
He said staffing will also come 
from work-study positions for 
undergraduate students. 

“We’re trying to build our pool 
around work-studies to create 
opportunities for them as well, where 
those positions were limited because 
of the pandemic,” Wernoski said. 

The ambassadors will provide 
three main services: 

• Enforcing social distancing 
guidelines. 

• Directing traffic flow in and out 
of buildings. 

• Acting as a customer service 
resource for students and visitors to 
the campus.

Ambassadors will also run the 
golden ticket program, which will 
allow students and faculty to be 
rewarded for positive, healthy behavior. 

Ambassadors will hand out the golden 
tickets to individuals following 
community guidelines around campus. 
Each week, winners will be randomly 
selected to receive a $25 gift card to a 
local business partner.

Student ambassadors Malvika 
Choudhari and RuthAnne Winston 
said a major reason why they joined 
the program was to reach out to the 
UNC community. 

Choudhari said this opportunity 
is great for people who have a lot of 
time on their hands and want to get 
involved with the community. 

Wernoski  said in an email 
statement that there are more than 
50 Carolina Together Ambassadors, 
with the team expected to grow to 
over 100 ambassadors in the next 
couple of months. 

W i n s t o n  s a i d  b e i n g  a n 
ambassador is similar to being in 
an event management position. She 
recommended it for students looking 

to get experience in logistical and 
administrative work. 

“Really, anyone, whatever major, 
can find a way for it to benefit 

them and learn new things ,” 
Winston said.  

Twitter: @dailytarheel

DTH FILE/BEN TRAN
Student body president campaign ads sit in the Pit on Feb. 10, 2020. Candidates 
for the 2021election publicly announced their campaigns on Tuesday, Feb. 9.

By Cameron Myers Milne
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Candidates for student body 
elections publicly launched their 
campaigns on Feb. 9, marking the 

beginning of election season at UNC.
Students involved with student 

body elections explained how the 
election process works, how it has 
changed because of the pandemic 
and what students should expect 
moving forward.

UNC elec t ions  are  a  two-
s t e p  p r o c e s s ,  s p l i t  b e tw e e n 
private campaigning and public 
campaigning. Each step includes 
different tasks to complete before 
a candidate finds their name on the 
ballot for Election Day.

Danny Bowen, the undergraduate 
chief of staff and a UNC senior, 
wrote in an email that the BOE is 
putting out additional guidance for 
technology usage to match the times.

“This year, candidates will heavily 
rely on email, text messages, social 
media, and other tools to get the 
word out,” Bowen wrote.

On Feb. 9, candidates running for 
a range of positions launched their 
campaigns into the public sphere, 

primarily through social media — one 
of the primary methods of campaigning 
this year in the pandemic.

Candidates  must  co l lec t  a 
c e r t a i n  n u m b e r  o f  p e t i t i o n 
signatures by Wednesday night in 
order for their names to appear 
on the ballot. For student body 
president, specifically, candidates 
need to collect 1,000 signatures.

“It makes it significantly harder 
to reach certain number on petitions 
and ballots, but as elected officials we 
should be able to reach out to people 
even during the pandemic,” Keshav 
Javvadi, a junior running for student 
body president, said in an email.

Signatures are typically collected 
in person by candidates and their 
campaign teams, but this year, 
petitions are primarily being signed 
online, which some campaigns see 
as a challenge.

“Every candidate that receives 
the requisite number of petition 
signatures will appear on the ballot 

on February 23,” Lamar Richards, 
a sophomore running for student 
body president, said in a video 
his campaign released on Twitter 
Wednesday. 

While current candidates will face 
these same challenges, the virtual 
setting may prove more difficult for 
students.

“We’re unable to talk face-to-
face with fellow constituents,” 
Emily Elkas, a sophomore running 
for student body president, said in 
an email. Election Day is Tuesday, 
Feb. 23, and all votes must be in 
by 8:00 p.m.

Voting has traditionally happened 
online, candidate Kennedy Byrd 
said, and this year will follow suit.

“The only difference will be 
encouraging students to exercise 
their voice that they have at Carolina 
and vote for the candidate that they 
see best fit on Feb. 23,” Byrd said.

Twitter: @dailytarheel.com

Ambassadors will hand 
out golden tickets for 
following guidelines

A UNC-based drug 
development program is 
preparing for the future

AROUND CAMPUS

CAMPAIGN SEASON

University
Wednesday, February 17,  2021

dailytarheel.com



UniversityWednesday, February 17, 2021 The Daily Tar Heel6

ONE YEAR LATER | THE STATE OF THE STATUE

Where Silent Sam stands a year after deal reversal

DTH FILE/JANET AYALA
One year has passed since UNC’s deal with the Sons of Confederate Veterans regarding Silent Sam was reversed.

By Allie Kelly
Assistant University Editor

university@dailytarheel.com

One year after Judge Allen 
Baddour reversed the $2.5 million 
Silent Sam settlement between the 
UNC System and Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, many questions remain. 

Baddour ruled to void the 
settlement at a hearing on Feb. 12, 
2020, after a group of alumni — 
including many of the UNC Black 
Pioneers — and a student-faculty 
group represented by the Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights Under 
Law each filed an amicus brief in 
favor of overturning the settlement. 

Following the settlement of the 
DTH Media Corp. lawsuit against the 
UNC System and deposition of System 
representatives, many question the 
extent to which officials from UNC-
Chapel Hill knew about the deal — 
and how the administration should 
be held accountable. 

Mark Dorosin, attorney for the 
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights 
Under Law, said the settlement would 
still be in place had student and faculty 
members not spoken out against the 
Board of Governors’ dealings with a 
Confederate organization.

“It was a done deal,” he said. 
“It was only the advocacy of the 
students, faculty and staff that 
demanded some accountability for 
it and attempted to intervene in the 
lawsuit. That’s what it took to undo 
this collusive scheme.”

Dorosin said that after an 
unsuccessful effort to directly 
intervene in the case, his clients 
decided to file an amicus brief. The 
document claimed the SCV case had 
no standing and the SCV had no 
legal claim to the monument. 

The brief discussed the pattern 
of Jim Crow-era Confederate 
monuments across the country. 

“It was part of a campaign by the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy 
(UDC) to rewrite the history of 

the Civil War as the so-called ‘Lost 
Cause’ of a just southern struggle, 
and slavery as benevolent and 
benign,” the brief said. 

The brief alleges that the BOG 
and SCV created a pretense of civil 
action with one party pretending 
to sue the other in a prearranged 
agreement. Dorosin said there was 
no pretense for the University to pay 
the SCV either the earlier $74,999 or 
the $2.5 million trust.                                                             

Baddour’s ruling last year meant 
that all but the over $80,000 used to 
pay SCV lawyers’ fees was returned 
to the University, Dorosin said. 

Since the reversal of the $2.5 
million settlement last year, the 
DTH Media Corp. v. University of 
North Carolina lawsuit — regarding 

an alleged BOG violation of North 
Carolina Open Meetings Law — has 
been settled. 

Ear l  Whipple ,  the  former 
UNC System vice president of 
communicat ions  — who was 
replaced recently by Jane Stancill 
— testified in a deposition on Jan. 
27 that he had no knowledge of any 
formal meetings of BOG members 
regarding the Silent Sam deal. 

An executive action from the 
chairperson tasked five BOG members 
with reviewing options for the 
monument. Whipple testified that 
these five members became signatories 
of the op-ed he authored for the News 
& Observer of Dec.16, 2019.

The UNC System said in a 
signed post-deposition statement 

that four individuals were involved 
in some settlement negotiations: 
UNC System lawyers Ripley Rand 
and Tom Shanahan, SCV lawyer 
Boyd Sturges and UNC-CH Vice 
Chancellor for Public Affairs Clayton 
Somers. The deal was not voted on 
by the BOG as a full public body. 

The UNC-Chapel Hill chapter 
of the American Association of 
University Professors released a 
statement Thursday calling for 
Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz’s 
resignation, following the revelations 
of the lawsuit settlement.

In a Thursday night email, 
Guskiewicz said he was aware of 
negotiations “occurring through 
the UNC System” prior to the Nov. 
27, 2019 settlement — but had no 

The whereabouts of 
the physical statue still 

remain unknown

Group of faculty call for chancellor’s resignation

DTH FILE/PARKER BROWN
Kevin Guskiewicz speaks at the UNC Board of Trustees meeting at the Carolina 
Inn on Nov. 21, 2019. The AAUP recently called for Guskiewicz’s resignation.

By Rachel Crumpler
Senior Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

UNC-Chapel Hill’s chapter of the 
American Association of University 

Professors is calling on Chancellor 
Kevin Guskiewicz — and other UNC 
administrators who have contributed 
to “UNC’s pattern of institutional 
dishonesty” — to resign.

“The serial dishonesty displayed 
by the chancellor and his associates 
regarding the most sensitive and 
important matters confronting the 
University in recent years has eroded 
our confidence in UNC’s leadership,” 

the statement posted Thursday said.
The statement fol lows the 

revelation that Clayton Somers, vice 
chancellor for public affairs at UNC, 
took part in negotiating the Silent 
Sam settlement with the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, in apparent 
contradiction to Guskiewicz’s earlier 
assertions that UNC administrators 
were not involved in the deal.

Guskiewicz said at a December 
2019 Faculty Council meeting that 
he had no involvement in Board of 
Governors’ negotiations. 

Michael Palm, the president 
of UNC’s AAUP chapter and a 
professor of communication, said 
this action around the settlement 
is on its own “outrageous.” But 
Palm said this statement was 
motivated by more — a “pattern 
of lying that can’t continue” from 
UNC’s administration.

The statement cites a series 
of breaches of trust by UNC’s 
administration, including the 
new findings regarding the SCV 
settlement, the timing of the release 
of the report of Clery Act violations 
and the decision not to publicize the 
recommendations of the Orange 
County Health Department about 
the fall semester.

Guskiewicz said in a 2019 Campus 
Safety Commission meeting that the 
University was not able to release the 
Department of Education’s report 

on the Clery Act until the legal 
process had been resolved. He sent 
a campus message about the OCHD 
recommendations after news outlets 
reported the contents of the health 
director’s letter. 

Palm said UNC AAUP members 
decided to write the statement at 
their Feb. 5 chapter meeting. Once 
the statement was written, it was 
circulated to all of the chapter’s 
approximately 70 members to vote on.

Though the vote was not unanimous, 
the results indicated that members 
were “overwhelmingly supportive” of 
the statement, Palm said.

Since the Silent Sam settlement 
revelations, Chairperson of the 
Faculty Mimi Chapman said she has 
been hearing questions from faculty 
about what it reveals about what 
Guskiewicz knew. 

Palm said he believes there is no 
way back from the lack of trust the 
UNC community has in the current 
administration and how it operates. 

“I think it’s important to stress 
that this isn’t just about getting 
rid of Guskiewicz,” Palm said. “It’s 
about trying to move us toward an 
alternate approach to the future of 
UNC. And I see Another UNC Is 
Possible as being one potential pillar 
along with the Roadmap for Racial 
Equity from last summer.”

Twitter: @dailytarheel

This statement follows the 
‘eroded’ trust between the 
group and administration

CAMPUS MESSAGE 
FROM CHANCELLOR
Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz said he 

was aware discussions were “occurring 
through the UNC System” prior to the 
Nov. 27, 2019 Silent Sam settlement, in 
a campus message Thursday. 

The settlement between the 
UNC System and the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, which was 
overturned this time last year, 
would have provided the SCV 
with a $2.5 million trust for the 
monument’s preservation.

Rather, four individuals took part 
in these negotiations: SCV lawyer 
Boyd Sturges, UNC System lawyers 
Ripley Rand and Tom Shanahan and 
Clayton Somers, UNC-Chapel Hill’s 
vice chancellor for public affairs.

Guskiewicz said he did not 
participate in the UNC System’s 
negotiations regarding a settlement 
after the Board of Governors and 
UNC System resumed responsibility 
for the future of the Silent Sam 
monument in December 2018. 

He said he “learned that the 
specific terms of the settlement were 
nearing completion shortly before 
Thanksgiving” 2019. 

Guskie wicz  sa id  the  BOG 
requested that Somers work with 
the System “find a solution” to 
keep the monument off of UNC’s 
campus. Once Guskiewicz became 
interim chancellor, Somers provided 
him with “general broad updates 
regarding the progress of this 
project,” Guskiewicz said.

Maddie Ellis

direct involvement in the deal. It 
has been his “unwavering priority” to 
permanently remove the statue from 
campus, he said.  

Doros in  sa id  Guskiewicz ’s 
statement is troubling at best. 
The Chancellor, he said, had a 
responsibility to make his role public 
from the beginning. 

UNC spokesperson Joanne Peters 
Denny said in an email that the 
disposition of Silent Sam is under 
the authority of the BOG and the 
UNC System.  

Mel Watt, director of the Federal 
Housing Finance Agency under 
President Barack Obama and a 
UNC Black Pioneer, said if there 
was any equity or justice involved 
in the process, the facts agreed with 
reversing the settlement. 

Balamucki said that, until structural 
adjustments are made to combat 
systemic racism in the community, all 
University victories are relative. 

She said the University should 
offer stipends to Black students and 
fund affordable housing for Black 
Chapel Hill residents who have been 
pushed out by gentrification and 
student rentals. 

Many community members have 
called for the destruction of the Silent 
Sam monument. The whereabouts of 
the statue itself remain unknown. 

Balamucki said the fight against 
Silent Sam has never been only about 
the Silent Sam monument, but a fight 
against the legacy of white supremacy 
at UNC. The only reason she can think 
of that the System would make the 
SCV deal, she said, was to fund a white 
supremacist organization. 

BOG Chairperson Randy Ramsey 
said in a statement: “As I’ve said 
before, the monument will not 
return to campus. We remain 
focused on the University’s core 
mission of educating students.” 

But Dorosin said he wants 
accountability. Whomever was 
involved with or oversaw the 
settlement should resign or be 
removed, he said.  

“One thing is certain: somebody is 
not telling the truth,” Watt said. 

Twitter: @alliemkelly

CALL TO RESIGN
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Janelle Bailey nominated for Senior CLASS Award

DTH FILE/PARKER BROWN
Then-junior center Janelle Bailey dribbles past a Clemson University guard. 
Bailey has been selected as a nominee for the 2021 Senior CLASS award.

By Devin Wu
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  w o m e n ’s 
basketball senior center Janelle 
Bailey has been selected as one of 30 
nominees for the women’s basketball 
2020-21 Senior CLASS Award. 

In order to qualify for the list, 
a candidate must be an NCAA 
Division I senior and demonstrate 
accomplishments in community, 
classroom, character and competition.

“When you get nominated for 
this award, it just goes to show what 
you’ve done over the past three 
years,” Bailey said. “I just want to 
carry that for the rest of the season.”

Bailey, who is averaging 14.3 
points and 7.9 rebounds per game 
this season, has started for UNC 
throughout her four-year career 

in Chapel Hill. When head coach 
Courtney Banghart was hired two 
years ago, Bailey was an experienced 
sophomore already equipped with a 
high basketball IQ. 

“It’s just great to have someone 
in the trenches who has significant 
impact every year she’s been here,” 
Banghart said.

With  former  coach  Sy lv ia 
Hatchell’s departure and Banghart’s 
arrival in 2019, the UNC women’s 
basketball team was undergoing its 
own changes. The 2020-21 team 
has five first-years and a second-
year coach at the helm, a contrast 
from when Bailey was recruited by 
Hatchell, who had been with the 
team for 33 seasons.

Bailey’s leadership has been vital 
for Banghart and the team throughout 
the last year. Jaelynn Murray, Bailey’s 
close friend and teammate who has 
also been with the program for four 
years, said Bailey’s impact on the 
team goes beyond the court. 

“It’s very heartwarming just to 
have someone who’s so passionate 

about the game and knows so 
much,” Murray said. “Being around 
someone like that just makes 
everyone better.”

Through major changes in the 
program, Bailey’s presence as a 
leader on the team has been crucial 
for her teammates. She said she’s 
learned to be understanding and 
patient with her teammates, as well 
as pushing them to play their best. 

Off the court, Bailey has continued 
to seek ways to help in the community 
through service and volunteering. 
Throughout the season, each player 
on the team has had a week to present 
information on a social issue of their 
choosing to the rest of the team. 
During her week, Bailey highlighted 
mental health as her cause. 

“I feel like having a platform, you 
have to find a way to have your voice 
heard and speak out about things 
that matter,” Bailey said.

As someone who has been a 
leader within UNC through constant 
change, Bailey will likely have a 
long-lasting impact on the program. 

While reflecting on how the Senior 
CLASS Award nomination will affect 
the rest of her career, Bailey recalled 
the words of her high school coach to 
describe her thoughts on the future.

“Yesterday is history, tomorrow is 
a mystery, today is a gift, that’s why 
we call it the present,” Bailey said.

Twitter: @dailytarheel

UNC dominates Stony Brook in 14-7 season-opening win

By Karlie Nielson
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

The No. 1 North Carolina women’s 
lacrosse team began its 2021 season 
with a top-10 matchup against No. 6 
Stony Brook on Sunday.

T he  game was  immense ly 
physical for a season-opener, but 
a potent offensive attack and elite 
play from UNC goalkeeper Taylor 
Moreno led to a 14-7 North Carolina 

victory. Here’s how UNC was able 
to come away with a win in its first 
competition in nearly a year.

Offensive distribution

Two goals by Stony Brook in the 
first five minutes left UNC trailing and 
looking to battle back, a position the 
Tar Heels don’t often find themselves 
in. But by the end of the match, North 
Carolina was able to put 14 goals on 
the board from six different players.  

Redshirt senior Katie Hoeg was the 
first to strike, as she responded quickly 
to Stony Brook’s early lead by scoring 
the Tar Heels’ first goal. She later put 
another shot in the back of the net.

Next to score was junior attacker 
Tayler Warehime. She was able to 
maneuver through Stony Brook’s 
defense and put two goals in the 
net to bring the score even at 3-3. 
Warehime later added two more 
goals to the Tar Heels’ score, totaling 
a team-high four in the match.

“Once we got in rhythm on attack, 
it was all go,” Warehime said. 

Senior attacker Jamie Ortega 
also proved to be essential in UNC’s 
offensive attack, as she was able to 
capitalize on three of her four shots 
on goal.

S e n i o r  m i d f i e l d e r  A l l y 
Mastroianni and senior attacker 
Scottie Rose Growney both scored 

two goals for UNC, and redshirt 
sophomore Elizabeth Hillman 
posted one goal in the match.

This widespread distribution gave 
the Tar Heels a distinct advantage 
over Stony Brook, causing the 
Seawolves’ defense to fold.

“They hung tough,” head coach 
Jenny Levy said. “Couldn’t feel their 
hands but had to make plays, and I 
thought they did a really great job.” 

Savoring possessions

Despite committing 16 turnovers 
and falling behind on overall shots, 
North Carolina’s offensive system 
was able to create excellent scoring 

opportunities when it had possession. 
Of UNC’s 23 shots, 21 were on goal.

“ W h e n  t h e y  w o u l d  c a u s e 
turnovers, they were lightning fast 
out there,” Hoeg said. “When we 
got those possessions on offense, we 
knew we just had to make the most 
of them. We knew that the defense 
would have our backs.” 

In addition to her two goals, Hoeg 
posted a game-high five assists.

“The connection between the 
defense and offense was so smooth,” 
Warehime said. “We had so many 
goals off of transition that the 
defense had started.”

Twitter: @dailytarheel
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Scott Forbes prepping UNC for challenging season
BASEBALL

DTH FILE/EMILY PACK
UNC sophomore Earl Semper (16) talks to his coach Scott Forbes while waiting on third base on Feb. 25 2020. 

By Caroline Prendiville
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

After a 2020 season cut short by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the UNC 

baseball team is now preparing for 
its upcoming season, with its first 
games scheduled for the weekend of 
Feb. 19 against James Madison.

The team ended last season with 
an overall record of 12-7 and an 
ACC record of 0-3 after a series loss 
against Notre Dame.

In the wake of  Mike Fox ’s 

retirement, Scott Forbes, one of Fox’s 
former assistants, has stepped into 
the role of head coach. He has high 
hopes for his team, as the players 
have trained hard in the offseason 
and are gearing up to compete as a 
team again for the first time in nearly 
a year.

“Overall, the two strengths of 

this team are the improvement of 
our pitching staff and the depth of 
our position players,” Forbes said 
at a Monday press conference. 
“We improved our pitching staff 
from top to bottom by adding 
three freshmen and returning 
every pitcher on our staff from last 
year. We are really deep behind 
the plate, including players on the 
infield and outfield, because of this 
year’s recruiting class.”

Shortstop Danny Serretti and 
pitcher Austin Love, both redshirt 
sophomores, also remarked on their 
hopes and goals for the season at the 
press conference.

“My goals are to be the rock at 
short, show the younger guys who 
are going to be playing the infield 
how to go about their business and 
solidify the defense,” Serretti said. 

Love, who has never started for 
the Diamond Heels, will become 
part of this weekend’s starting 
pitching rotation. 

“ This  year,  what  I  look to 
improve is to throw more strikes 
and have quicker innings,” Love 
said. “Last year, my fastball was 
one of my better pitches, so I’m 
going to keep building off that.” 

There is  no denying this is 
going to be a tough season for 
the Diamond Heels. The team 
will play a total of 50 games and 
12 ACC weekend series against 

tough opponents. This includes 
midweek games against  East 
Carolina twice on the schedule 
and home series against N.C. 
State, Duke and Miami.

Between March 23 and April 6, 
the Tar Heels will endure the most 
challenging part of the season 
with nine straight games against 
opponents ranked in D1Baseball’s 
preseason poll including ECU, 
N.C.  State,  Florida State and 
South Carolina. 

“After not playing a year, I think 
our guys will almost treat every 
game like it’s ECU or N.C. State,” 
Forbes said.

With a talented recruiting class 
and a large number of returning 
players, Forbes is inheriting a team 
with a lot of potential. Despite the 
challenging schedule and tough 
opponents, he is looking forward 
to leading his team to success 
through the ups and downs of the 
upcoming season.  

“Not many people think we’re 
very good, so we’ll just have to see 
if we can prove them wrong from 
game one to finish,” Forbes said. 
“Our expectations don’t change. No 
matter what preseason rankings are, 
our expectations are to make it to 
the College World Series and try to 
win it.”

Twitter: @dailytarheel

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

WOMEN’S LACROSSE

Forbes has been with 
UNC over two decades

The standout has 
advocated for mental 

health this season

Redshirt senior Katie 
Hoeg paced the offense 

with a pair of goals
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Lydia Rowan
UNC, ‘24

Congratulations & Welcome to our First Year Scholars. 
We are thrilled to have you join our Class of 2024 Cohort!

Van Adamson-Thompson
UNC, ‘24

Jacob Gerardi 
UNC, ‘24

Will Monahan
Duke, ‘24

Tarun Amasa
Duke, ‘24

Karen Gonzalez-Palomo
UNC, ‘24

Andrew Qin
Duke, ‘24

Jonathan Brown
UNC, ‘24

Ashanti Greene
UNC, ‘24

Samson Rappaport 
UNC, ‘24

Haley Cush
Duke, ‘24

Mark Kabai
Duke, ‘24

Mackenzie Warren 
Duke, ‘24

Julia Davis,
Duke, ‘24

Campbell Lindquist
UNC, ‘24

Akiya Dillon
Duke, ‘24

Charles Ma
UNC, ‘24

David Weaver
UNC, ‘24

Felipe Yanaga
UNC, ‘24

Ayush Garg
Duke, ‘24

Simone McFarlane
UNC, ‘24

For more information on the Robert Scholars please visit www.robertsonscholars.org

North Carolina diving has its next star in Aranza Vázquez
Sure, Vázquez could prove herself 

on the platform, but first, she had to 
prove herself as a person. For someone 
whose native language isn’t English 
and who has never lived in the United 
States, that can be hard. Head diving 
coach Yaidel Gamboa, who recruited 
Vázquez to UNC, admitted that even 
he was a bit worried.

Going to college in the United States 
wasn’t the only dramatic change. In 
May 2020, her lifelong diving coach, 
Yunieski Hernández, died suddenly 
after a battle with cancer. He was 
a good friend of Gamboa’s through 
the Cuban diving community, and “a 
second father” to Vázquez. Gamboa 
said in bringing Vázquez to UNC, he 
hoped to continue his friend’s legacy 
and mentorship.

All things considered, nobody 
would have judged Vázquez for 

struggling at first.
Instead, in the face of challenge 

and loss, Vázquez flourished.
It just takes one look at her 

Instagram page to see how close she 
has become with her new friends. 
One can see videos of her teammates 
yelling with rabid excitement every 
time Vázquez flawlessly finishes a 
new dive, or of Vázquez and her “bro,” 
junior Anton Down-Jenkins, hanging 
out on the poolside or training on the 
mats. Far from awkward and socially 
uncomfortable, Vázquez instead looks 
like she’s been there forever.

“Of course I miss my mom, my 
dad, my brother and my whole 
family, but I’m having such a good 
time that I don’t think about it, that 
I’m not sad about it,” Vázquez said.

‘Such an inspirational person’

If Vázquez adjusted to her new 

social life quickly, then she adjusted 
to her new team and coaches in 
practically no time at all.

In her first collegiate event, she 
recorded the third-highest and 
fifth-highest scores in UNC history 
in the 1-meter and 3-meter events, 
respectively. Just over a month later 
against Virginia, Vázquez one-upped 
herself and set school records in the 
same two events — in one day. 

“The funny thing is, she’s really 
doing great, but you can just tell she 
has so many things that she can get 
better at,” Gamboa said.

Not only has her success put her 
atop the school’s record boards, but 
it’s motivated her teammates to 
pursue the same excellence. Grund, a 
junior and another generational diving 
talent to come through UNC, said she’s 
been diving at her best since Vázquez 
arrived — even if those numbers don’t 
quite compare to Vázquez’s current 

mercurial run of form.
“She works her hardest every 

single day, and it ’s just really 
motivating,” Grund said. “It pushes 
you to be your absolute best.”

‘Keep doing what you’ve 
been doing’

It’s hard to ask the question “What’s 
next?” of someone who’s already set 
two out of three UNC women’s diving 
records before even competing in her 
first ACC Championship. 

That last platform record does 
look enticing to Vázquez, though. 

Maybe she was once a little girl 
whose father told her that, one day, 
she might be a good enough diver 
to go to college in the United States. 
But she’s here now, and she knows 
how good she is. Her current third-
place ranking on that all-time list 
just won’t do.

“With all these competitions, 
you’re constantly competing, so you 
know what you have to do,” Vázquez 
said. “It’s just practice, practice and 
keep practicing.”

Though Vázquez came to UNC 
as a hardworking, humble, end-
lessly talented diver, it can be easy 
to get caught up in all that success. 
Breaking records, winning events 
— it’s all enjoyable. It’s in those 
moments that she thinks of her 
father, who always applauds her 
success but encourages her to keep 
that same humility and work ethic in 
everything she does. 

“He would say, ‘Let’s stay humble, 
your feet always have to be on the 
ground,’” Vázquez said. “‘You don’t 
have to be someone else, you just 
have to keep doing what you’ve been 
doing so far.’”

Twitter: @pjdaman12

UNC football begins selling 
2021 season ticket options
By Dylan Cable

Staff Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

With opening kickoff in Kenan 
Memorial Stadium scheduled for 
Sept. 11, season tickets are now being 
sold through the Carolina Ticket 
Office for the 2021 football season.

Season tickets can now be 
purchased online or by calling the 
UNC Ticket Office, which is open 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

With the North Carolina football 
team returning many key pieces from 
last year’s Orange Bowl squad, there is 
plenty of excitement surrounding the 
program entering the new season.

Similar to last year, there are 
still many unknowns surrounding 
how COVID-19 protocols will affect 
in-person attendance policies.

UNC plans to follow local COVID-
19 guidelines while selling tickets for 
the 2021 season. Kenan Stadium’s 
2020 COVID-19 policies saw many 
restrictions, including mandatory 
mask wearing, social distancing and 
capacity in the stadium being limited 
to just seven percent. For last year’s 
season opener against Syracuse, there 
were no fans allowed in the stands. 

Last season, tickets for limited 
capacity games were given in order 
of priority, which excluded season 
ticket holders who were not Rams 
Club members and the general public.  

Ultimately, the guidelines in 
place when college football returns 
in September are going to determine 
how the season will roll out.

If local guidelines require people to 
wear masks, that will be a requirement 
during the games. If the plan to allow 
fans in the stands does not work out in 
accordance to COVID-19 guidelines, 
there are alternative options for fans 
who purchased season tickets.

The policies in place for season 
ticket holders if capacity for home 
games is decreased are the same as last 
season. The options fans have include 
donating season ticket purchases to 
the UNC athletics department, rolling 
ticket purchases over to the 2022 
season or getting a full refund.

Full capacity for Kenan Memorial 
Stadium is about 51,000 seats. The 
prices for season tickets range from 
$195 to $465, depending on the 
location of the seats. Fans also have the 
option to pay the total in one payment 
or split it up over four months.

Ahead of the 2021-22 college 
football season, there are many 
unknowns. Fans, players and coaches 
are going to have to be flexible in 
following COVID-19 guidelines.

Twitter: @dailytarheel.com

DTH/CAROLINE BITTENBENDER
N.C. health and safety guidelines will be followed this upcoming UNC football 
season, with ticket refund or donation options if stadium capacity is limited.

Continued from Page 1
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Tar Heels fall to No. 9 
Virginia, 60-48

Coming  o ff  a  season-high 
scoring output of 91 points against 
Duke, the North Carolina men’s 
basketball team (12-7, 7-5 ACC) fell 
on the road to No. 9 Virginia (15-3, 
11-1) on Saturday, 60-48. 

Overcoming shooting woes against 
Virginia — a team with the fourth-
best scoring defense in the country 
— proved particularly difficult. The 
Tar Heels finished shooting just 34.5 
percent from the field, 2-16 from 
beyond the arc and 6-12 from the 
free-throw line. The Cavaliers led 
for over 36 minutes, and only trailed 
once, when UNC took a 2-0 lead.   

No r t h  C a r o l i n a  h a s  o f t e n 
struggled to score against Virginia 
in the Tony Bennett era, with 
UNC only exceeding 74 points 
once against UVA since the 2009-
10 season. With Saturday’s loss, 
the Tar Heels have lost seven 
consecutive contests against the 
Cavaliers, and haven’ t won in 
Charlottesville since 2012.

First-year center Walker Kessler 
led North Carolina’s scoring efforts 
with nine points in 12 minutes off 
the bench on Saturday night. The 
loss marked the first time since 
March 4, 1966, that no UNC player 
scored double-digit points in a 
game. That last game was a 21-20 
loss to Duke in the ACC Tournament 
in Raleigh. John Yokley led North 
Carolina in scoring with six points 
in that game.

In Monday’s Associated Press 
Poll, Virginia moved up to No. 7 
and UNC remained unranked. The 
Tar Heels will face Northeastern 
on Wednesday in Chapel Hill at 7 
p.m. before hosting Louisvile on 
Saturday, Feb. 20, at 6 p.m.

Zachary Crainl

DTH/ANGELICA EDWARDS
Clay Lautt wrestles against UVA’s Vic Marcelli in the 174 lbs weight division.

DTH/ANGELICA EDWARDS
Andrew Gunning wrestles UVA’s Ethan Weatherspoon in the 285 lbs 
division in Carmichael Arena on Feb. 13, 2021. UNC won overall, 25-9.

DTH/ANGELICA EDWARDS
UNC first year Wil Guida wrestles against UVA’s Josiah Encarnacion in the 125-
pound division. Guida defeated Encarnacion and UNC won overall, 25-9.

UNC earns Senior 
Night win over UVA
The No. 14 North Carolina 

wrestling team hosted No. 21 
Virginia on Senior Night for its 
last dual meet of the season on 
Saturday, overcoming UVA, 25-9.

The Tar Heels started out with 
an upset, as unranked 133-pound 
redshirt sophomore Joe Heilmann 
defeated Virginia’s No. 10 Louie 
Hayes to kick off an impressive 
night for UNC. No. 1 redshirt 
junior Austin O’Connor also had a 
big early win by scoring 19 points, 
the most points scored that night 
by a single wrestler.

“It started off the dual the right 
way,” head coach Coleman Scott 
said. “We knew he had it in him, and 
he stayed solid and wrestled well.”

This being the last dual meet of 
the season, the Tar Heels finished 
strong with an overall record of 
5-2 and 3-2 in ACC play, with 
both losses coming against top-
10 teams. The graduating seniors 
represent the first full class of 
seniors recruited by  Scott.

“We sent the seniors out with 
a  win,”  Scott  said.  “I  think it 
ended on a good not.  Now it ’s 
just time to get better, focus on 
the 10 guys and make the most 
of this postseason.”

The Tar Heels will return to 
action individually for the ACC 
Championships in Raleigh on 
Sunday, Feb. 28. After that, the 
team can look forward to the 
NCAA Championships that begin 
on Thursday, March 18.

Kaitlyn Schmidt

BRIEFS | A WEEKEND OF SPORTS



Taylor Swift released “Love Story (Taylor’s 
Version)” last Friday as part of her 
re-recording of “Fearless,” which could 

come out in April. This is her third major music 
release announcement since the pandemic began. 

To show our gratitude, the Editorial Board — 
joined by fellow members of The Daily Tar Heel 
staff — reflects on our favorite Taylor Swift albums. 

Anna Pogarcic, editor-in-chief: “Lover”

Confession: I am a newborn Taylor Swift fan. 
I recently rediscovered her after not listening 
to her since middle school because a certain 
managing editor of the DTH played her music 
nonstop during the fall semester. 

As I have cycled through her music to make 
up for lost time, I keep coming back to “Lover.” 
This may be controversial, but it has some of 
the most beautiful love songs I’ve ever heard. 
Within the same album, I can scream “Cruel 
Summer” at the top of my lungs while speeding 
down the highway, and in the next second, I 
can wistfully stare out the window appreciating 
what I have while listening to “Daylight.” 

Overall, the album makes love feel so real — 
you’re vulnerable, you give it your all. Sure, it’s 
not an entirely cohesive album, and some of the 
songs leave quite a bit to be desired musically. 
But to me, it feels like her most honest album: 
she was opening herself back up after closing 
herself off in “reputation.” 

Also: releasing “ME!” after the “reputation” 
era was one of the biggest flexes of all time. 
Y’all can come for me if you want, but I won’t 
apologize for being happy!

Favorite song: “Death by a Thousand Cuts”

Ben Rappaport, Editorial Board 
member: “folklore”

I know, I have an extreme case of recency 
bias, but Taylor’s leap into the indie-folk genre 
spoke to my soul. When it dropped back in July, 
“folklore” was the boost I needed to get me over 
my first pandemic wall. And now, as I have hit 
my second wall, it is there to pull me up again. 

I have vivid memories of walking through my 
neighborhood hiking trail with my dog, playing 
“folklore” on repeat. That feeling of wanderlust and 
exploration soothed me in a time when it felt like it 
was hard to escape the humdrum of the everyday. 

I listen to the high school love drama of Betty, 
Ines and James when I want to project my 
frustrations into a nonsensical tale. I learn of the 
oil tycoon in “the last great american dynasty” 
when I need a dramatic adventure. When I 
needed to be brought back down and reminded 
of my worth in a time of isolation, “this is me 
trying” had my back. 

“folklore” truly has it all — an exploration 
into the ethereal realm, the drama of a made 
up love triangle and even a reminder that you 
are enough. It was the ultimate saving grace at 
a time we all needed it. 

Favorite song: “this is me trying”

Maeve Sheehey, director of enterprise: 
“reputation”

Picture this: It’s August 2017. I’m sitting in 
Chase Dining Hall the morning before my 18th 
birthday. I get a text from my older brother: 
“Taylor just released a new single.” I power up 
Spotify and am transported into “Look What 
You Made Me Do,” the angriest Taylor Swift 
song I’ve ever heard. It’s perfect. 

“reputation” was one of the most iconic 
rebrands in music history. It was a shocking 
change in genre for Taylor, and it was proudly, 
transcendently petty. We are all “reputation” 
Taylor Swift, rhyming “face” with “face” and then 
driving away in a getaway car. That’s why I listen 
to this album pretty much every time I run — it’s 
cohesive, it’s upbeat and it’s just a little bit mean.

Sure, “Red” is beautiful, and I, like so many older 
Gen Zers, wore out my “Fearless” CD when the 
album first came out. But in Chase that morning 
in 2017, over a plate of the chewiest scrambled eggs 
on the planet, my love of Taylor Swift truly began. 

Favorite song: All of them. And “This Is Why 
We Can’t Have Nice Things”
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E DITOR’S NOTE: Columns, 
cartoons and letters do not 
necessarily represent the opinions 
of The Daily Tar Heel or its staff.  
Editorials reflect the opinions of The 
Daily Tar Heel editorial board, which 
comprises 17 board members, the 
opinion assistant editor and editor 
and the editor-in-chief.

SPEAK OUT
Interested in writing a letter 
to the editor or submitting an 
op-ed?
• Students: Include your year, 

major and phone number. 
• Faculty/staff: Include your 

department and phone number. 
• Edit: The DTH edits for space, 

clarity, accuracy and vulgarity. 
Limit submissions to 500 words. 

Email: opinion@dailytarheel.com

What is the editorial board?
A group of student journalists who 
meet twice a week. The editorial 
board is independent from The Daily 
Tar Heel’s newsroom.

Editorials are unsigned. They don’t 
reflect the opinion of any one person, 
but rather the consensus of the board 
as a whole.

Just as The Daily Tar Heel itself values 
truth and transparency, the board 
values integrity, accountability, 
creativity and fairness. These values 
shape how we address questions of 
Carolina’s future, past and present.

VIEWPOINTS
What is Taylor Swift’s best album?

PHOTO COURTESY OF ARISTIDE ECONOMOPOULOS/NJ ADVANCE MEDIA

Aditi Kharod, Editorial Board 
member: “Red”

Before “folklore” and “evermore,” Taylor 
Swift’s album releases followed a set pattern. 
Ms. Taylor would write 13 to 18 incredible 
lyrical masterpieces, and then release the songs 
least representative of the album as a whole as 
singles. Non-Swifties would listen to the songs, 
say they sucked, and dismiss the album in its 
entirety. This is what happened with “Red,” too! 

I’m not saying “I Knew You Were Trouble” 
and “22” aren’t bops. I turned 22 this past year 
and played “22” on loop the entire day. But if 
you were to rank all the songs on an album filled 
with some of Taylor’s BEST songwriting, “We 
Are Never Ever Getting Back Together” would 
fall right at the bottom. 

“Treacherous,” “Holy Ground,” “I Almost Do,” 
“The Lucky One” and “The Last Time” are, dare 
I say, perfect songs. The only thing better than 
“State of Grace” is “State of Grace (Acoustic 
Version).” And, we cannot forget “All Too Well,” 
which critics have called the best song in Taylor 
Swift’s entire catalog.

This album deserved a Grammy. It was 
robbed. Justice for “Red.”

Favorite song: “The Last Time” ft. Gary 
Lightbody

Annie Grace Plott, Editorial Board 
member: “Fearless”

“Fearless” is, hands down, Taylor Swift’s 
best album. (Obviously, it must be since she 
is releasing it as her first re-recording.) This 
album truly has a song in it for everything, 
spanning multiple genres from country to pop. 

Messy breakups, those horrendous teen years, 
a story about growing up (if you don’t ugly sob 
to “The Best Day,” are you even a real fan?). This 
album alone is also home to two of her biggest 
hits: “Love Story” and “You Belong with Me.” As 
an OG Swiftie, this is her best work.  

“Fearless” was the first album that me and 
many of my friends owned, and it was really her 
breakout piece. If you need further convincing, 
the album won her the Grammy for Album of 
the Year in 2009 — which made her (at the 
time) the youngest artist to ever win the award.

Favorite song: “The Way I Loved You”

Maddie Ellis, University desk editor: 
“1989”

I have to say something: Taylor Swift did 
not raise me. Miley Cyrus raised me. While I 
admittedly sang “Love Story” for my fourth-
grade talent show, the 2008 hit album “Breakout” 
featured the most played songs on my blue iPod. 

But “1989.” 
“1989” made me love Taylor Swift. 
I have been told by certain people in this 

office (*cough cough* Brandon Standley and 

Will Melfi) that “1989” is her WORST album. 
This is absurd. “1989” marks her essential 
transition to true pop music, the kind of pop 
music that is accessible and approachable to all. 
If it were on the radio in a crowded car, there 
would be so few complaints. 

(Important side note: When I say “1989,” I 
mean the “1989” deluxe edition, obviously. If 
you’re going to listen to it, listen to it right.)

Some might say “1989” isn’t “cohesive.” I 
disagree. The whole album has a very specific 
vibe: it feels like arriving in a new place, trying 
to get acquainted with new sights, sounds, faces 
— and making the most of it, anyway. 

“1989” is about growth and change, and 
still finding the idealism in it. Acoustically, 
the ‘80s synth throughout makes this album 
perfect for dancing it out in the kitchen, long 
car rides and karaoke. 

“1989” is like if Taylor went to college. Of 
course, she had some low points (sorry, “This 
Love”), but she had some really high highs 
(literally every other song on the album). 

Favorite song: “Clean”

Brandon Standley, editorial managing 
editor: “Red”

I’ve been a Taylor fan since before I can 
remember, and it’s so freaking hard to pick one 
album that is my favorite. I’ve been with Taylor 
from self-titled all the way to “evermore” and soon, 
re-released “Fearless.” But, when I am asked about 
my favorite album, my answer is always “Red.” 

Don’t get me wrong, “Speak Now” has bops 
across the board, and “Fearless” makes me 
flashback to days in elementary school, singing 
“You Belong with Me” to the boys who I thought 
I was in love with. Every single one of Taylor’s 
albums is special to me. 

But “Red.” Oh, “Red.” Nothing can beat “Red.” 
Maybe it’s because I still get shivers when I 

hear the intro to “State of Grace” because of the 
stellar theatrics of Taylor’s “Red” Tour.

Maybe it’s because I’ve spent many nights 
speeding down the interstate and sobbing to 
“All Too Well” over a boy I now hate, and then 
later went to sing “I Knew You Were Trouble” 
about that same boy days later. 

Perhaps it’s because Gary Lightbody in “The 
Last Time” speaks to my soul, or “22” gives me 
life as I am in my 22nd year of existing. 

Or maybe it’s just because this album is the 
one I can feel the most connected to Taylor in. 

The lyrics are a masterpiece, the beats and 
rhythms are soulful and perfectly placed and 
the voice of Taylor speaks — not sings — to me.

Whatever the reason from me, “Red” is my 
favorite album — and it must be yours too. 
Need I say more? 

Favorite song: Is there just one? If so: “The 
Lucky One” 

Twitter: @dthopinion
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Student government elections 
are coming up! 

• The student body president 

is elected annually to 

represent the undergraduate 

student body.

• The Daily Tar Heel will plan 

to publish more information 

on the candidates as well as 

the Editorial Board’s official 

candidate endorsement in the 

days to come.

• More information regarding 

the process can be found online 

at elections.unc.edu.

• Voting is on Feb. 23, and will 

take place through HeelLife.

YOUR GUIDE TO SBP ELECTIONS: WHAT TO KNOW

Student government elections are coming up
OP!ED

Student government 
needs you

On April 7,  2020, in 
the middle of North 
Carol ina ’s  COVID -

19 shutdown, UNC’s student 
government leaders formally 
took office. 

When we ran for election in 
early spring, the coronavirus 
was only a whisper; by the time 
we started our term, it was clear 
that the Carolina community 
was facing one of the greatest 
challenges in its 231-year history.

Over the past year, we have 
worked tirelessly on behalf of 
undergraduate, graduate and 
professional students to ensure 
student voices are heard and 
respected in University affairs. 

While it has been a demanding 
responsibility, it has also been one 
of the most rewarding we have 
undertaken in our lifetimes. 

But to continue this good 
work, we need you. 

We need your talent, your 
leadership and your ideas. We 
need your grit, your persistence 
and your compassion. We need 
the wealth of knowledge and 
personal experience Carolina 
students bring to our campus, to 
lead our community to a better 
future beyond COVID-19 and to 
advocate on behalf of students’ 
needs for the years to come. 

We know that this year has 
been difficult for all of us and that 
achieving meaningful change at 
times seems impossible. 

Ho w e v e r,  t h e  f u t u r e  o f 
the  Univers i ty  i s  never  on 
o n e  p e r s o n ’ s  s h o u l d e r s . 
Undergraduate, graduate and 

professional students can work 
together to create a more just 
and inclusive community that 
elevates UNC to higher standards 
of excellence. 

We call on all Tar Heels to 
consider a leadership role in 
undergraduate or graduate/
professional student government. 

All of you bring important 
and unique skills to the Carolina 
community, and your talents are 
essential to the future success of 
our University. 

Please visit elections.unc.
edu for more information on 
the election process, including 
upcoming deadlines. 

Even if you decide elected 
office is not for you, there will be 
opportunities after the election to 
apply for appointed positions. 

We also encourage you to vote 
on Election Days, Feb. 23 and 
March 2, to decide who will lead 
us into the new year. 

Elections wil l  take place 
electronically through HeelLife.

As our alma mater says, 
“Though the storms of life assail 
us, still our hearts beat true.” 

We are counting on you, 
Carolina, to steer us through this 
storm. We know you are up for 
the challenge. 

Hark the Sound,

Reeves Moseley
Student Body President

Ryan Collins
Graduate and Professional 

Student Federation President

COLUMN

Choosing UNC’s next SBP
By Paige Masten

Opinion Editor

Student body president 
elections are coming up, 
and the editorial board of 

The Daily Tar Heel has a tradition 
of endorsing a candidate each 
year. In 2019, for example, we 
endorsed former student body 
president Ashton Martin, and 
last year, we endorsed Reeves 
Moseley, the current student 
body president. 

Why do we do this?

There is  historical ly  low 
voter turnout in campus-wide 
elections — just 4,161 students 
voted for student body president 
last year. Yet the office of student 
body president is an important 
one, as they preside over the 
undergraduate executive branch 
of student government and vote as 
an ex-officio member of the UNC 
Board of Trustees.

The election process can be 
confusing, and not everyone has 
the same access to the candidates 
that we do at the DTH. We want to 
change that. 

Last year — inspired by the 
editorial board of The New York 
Times and their endorsement 

for the Democratic presidential 
nomination — we decided to shed 
light on the process by publishing 
recordings of our interviews with 
the candidates.

Of course,  COVID-19 has 
thrown a  wrench in  those 
plans, much like it has changed 
everything else. We won’t be 
interviewing candidates in person 
this year, but that doesn’t mean we 
want to make our decision behind 
closed doors. 

Alongside our endorsement, 
we’ll be posting audio recordings 
of each candidate’s response to our 
questions, so you can hear where 
they stand on the issues — in their 
own words.  

We’re here to help you make a 
decision, not make a decision for 
you. We recognize that our values 
and priorities may not be the 
same as everyone else’s — which 
is why we try to be as transparent 
as possible about our decision 
so that our readers can use that 
information to make their own.

It’s important to note that 
our  endorsement  does  not 
represent the opinions of The 
Daily Tar Heel or its staff. Rather 
it represents the consensus of 
the editorial board — which 
comprises 17 board members, 
the opinion editor and assistant 

editor, and the editor-in-chief.

So, how does it work?

The editorial board meets in 
advance of the election to discuss 
what we are looking for in UNC’s 
next student body president. 
Here, we decide what issues are 
most important to us. This might 
include things like accessibility, 
diversity and inclusion, mental 
h e a l t h ,  r e f o r m i n g  s t u d e n t 
government, etc. 

We  r e a d  t h r o u g h  e a c h 
candidate’s full platform and 
attend as many debates as possible 
to learn as much as we can about 
the candidates. 

Once we’ve done our research, 
we  come up with  a  l i s t  o f 
questions about where they stand 
on the issues that matter most to 
us as students. 

Then,  we inter view each 
candidate and meet again to make 
a decision.

You can expect our endorsement 
in advance of election day on Feb. 
23. In the meantime, we want to 
hear from you! 

If you have any questions for 
the candidates or just want to 
know more about the endorsement 
process, don’t hesitate to reach out 
via email or on Twitter. 

COLUMN

Take advantage of your free time
By Ana Sofia Thomas

Columnist

One of many decisions college 
students face daily is how to 
deal with free time. Picking your 

de-stressing poison can be just as stressful as 
the things you’re trying to relax from. 

On the one hand, winding down can mean 
laying in bed and watching Netflix until the 
dreaded “Are you still watching?” message. 
Alternatively, some may try to use their free 
time efficiently, as if it were any other task. 

I’ve often felt pressured to use my free time 
in this way — being “productive” has become 
a sort of trophy that I can show my friends 
for validation. 

But what is productivity? Merriam-
Webster defines it as “having the quality or 
power of producing especially in abundance.” 

I think it’s the abundance part that our 
generation gets particularly stuck on.

In my experience, this means trying to 
cram everything into a day: from scheduling 
fitness, crocheting, baking and homework 
just to end up doing none of the above. And 
with that come the negative feelings about 
being unproductive.

This tendency to be productive is visible in 
many aspects of our generation. From turning 
a crocheting hobby into a TikTok-featured 
business, or even something as simple as 
over-meditating, it’s no longer enough to just 
enjoy a hobby. 

We feel like we have to get something of 
value out of everything we do.

BBC recently published an article 
about how trying to be overly mindful can 
sometimes be detrimental and heighten 
anxiety. Mindfulness is usually known 

as maintaining a moment-by-moment 
awareness of our thoughts, feelings, bodily 
sensations and the surrounding environment. 
This could include meditating, breathing and 
thought exercises. 

A recent study found that 25 percent of 
meditators experienced negative effects 
during the meditation. This included 
panic attacks and even dissociation, where 
individuals felt a disconnection from the 
present moment.

This is something important to keep in 
mind when choosing how to unwind. A 
meditative yoga session might be in order, 
but it is important to recognize when it can 
be overwhelming. 

So what can we do to balance our free time?
Maybe we should start doing things for 

ourselves. Not for the sake of productivity, 
or for the sake of others. That crochet 

strawberry bucket hat looks just as great on 
your own head as it would on someone else’s. 
Free time and rest are about putting yourself 
first and listening to your own needs. 

We should also be more forgiving with 
ourselves. If you decide to ignore homework 
and just lay in bed all day, that’s OK, as long 
as you are willing to accept the implications 
of that (such as having to pull an all-nighter 
later). 

If what your body tells you is that you need 
time to veg out, do so every once in a while 
without feeling guilty. 

In the end, free time should be used to 
recharge — whatever that means for you. 
If a degree of productivity brings you joy, of 
course you should go ahead with that. 

However, it shouldn’t become a burden 
that keeps you from the much-needed rest 
any college student deserves.

DTH FILE/DUSTIN DUONG

Students walk past campaign signs for student body president candidates Ashton Martin and Jane Tullis in the 
Pit on Monday, Feb. 11, 2019.

“One thing is certain: somebody is not telling the truth.”
Mel Watt,

UNC Black Pioneer, commenting on the $2.5 million Silent Sam settlement between the UNC System and Sons of Confederate 
Veterans

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“What are you buzzfeed?”
@cy_pair,

responding to ‘Quiz: Which iCarly character are you?’, on Twitter

FEATURED ONLINE READER COMMENT
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Black writers bring soul to their stories

DTH/SOPHIA ALEM
L. Teresa Church stands with a copy of the new anthology  “All The Songs We 
Sing” by four members of t he Carolina African American Writers’ Collective.

By Lucy Smithwick
Staff Writer

arts@dailytarheel.com

When poet Raina León first joined 
the Carolina African American 
Writers Collective after moving 
back to North Carolina from New 
York, she met Lenard D. Moore 
while he was grieving his daughter’s 
death, and wrote a poem a day to 
memorialize their relationship.

These daily poems eventually 
morphed into the groundwork for 
a new anthology of writing for the 
collective to share: “All the Songs 
We Sing.”

On Tuesday, University Libraries 
and Blair publishing company 
paired with four members of the 
CAAWC to read some of the writers’ 
contributions to the book. “All the 
Songs We Sing” is a way to celebrate 

the twenty fifth anniversary of 
the collective and to share the 
experiences of these writers.

The four  writers  s lated to 
read – León, L. Teresa Church, 
Ashley Harris and Mélina Mangal 
– come from different writing 
backgrounds, and thus shared 
pieces of different styles. 

Mangal read a piece of fiction; 
León, Harris and Church shared 
poems — but everything came with 
a different backstory. 

The CAAWC was founded in 
1995 by Moore as a way for Black 
writers in North Carolina to gather, 
write, socialize and read each 
other’s stories and poems. Church 
was one of the original members, 
and she describes the writers 
collective as a family.

“We are people who support one 
another in every particular phase of 
our lives. I would simply say that the 
Carolina African American Writers 
Collective is the absolute best thing 
that happened to me as a writer, 
Church said.”

Since “All the Songs We Sing” is 
a written representation of the Black 
experience, the writers said they took 
a lot from the reading after hearing 
each other share their stories.

As a newer member of  the 
collective, Harris has only had 
about three years to collaborate 
with the other writers. However, 
she has found that the group has 
allowed her to share ideas that she 
described as “thought-provoking.”

“They prove that Black people and 
Black writers are not a monolith. 
There are so many different stories 
and different poems that represent 
the Black experience, and I think 
that’s important because oftentimes 
we’re told, ‘You’re not a Black writer 
you’re just a writer,’ but when we 
write, we’re writing about our Black 
experience in this time,” Harris said. 

Because writing is a way to 
immortal ize  experiences,  the 
topics and messages of  these 
pieces can be heavy.

“I have learned that sometimes 
we’re not ready yet for what the 

poem is really revealing,” León said. 
As difficult as sharing a story 

may be, they all suggested that the 
best way to spread your words is 
by continuing to write, read and 

collaborate with other writers.
“If you have a story to tell, write 

it,” Church said. 

Twitter: @lucysmithwich

DTH/CYNTHIA LIU
Students of School of Rock Chapel Hill rehearse on Feb. 15 for their upcoming preview show, which will be livestreamed from Cat’s Cradle on Feb. 28, 2021.

By Sophia Ramirez
Staff Writer

arts@dailytarheel.com

Performing in a live band during 
a pandemic might be difficult, but 
the School of Rock Chapel Hill 
(SORCH) works to give its students 
the ability to master their instrument 
in a fun environment, while adhering 
to COVID-19 safety standards.

SORCH’s mission is to create 
collaborative spaces for youth, and 
even adults, to learn the basics of 
various instruments including guitar, 
piano and drums.

“The whole approach that we 
take to music is something that we 
call ‘song first,’” David Joseph, owner 
and general manager of SORCH, 
said. “It’s teaching our students how 
to play music and play as a band 
before getting into all of the theory 
of music and learning how to read 
sheet music.”

The local franchise plans to hold 
a free, live-streamed midseason 
preview at The Cat’s Cradle on 
Feb. 28.

“It’s kind of okay at the midseason 
if things get a little off because we’re 
just introducing these songs and 
performing them for the first time,” 
Charlie Garnett, private instructor 
and assistant show director of 
SORCH, said. “It’s like a little test 
run in a way but it shouldn’t be a 
train wreck or anything.”

Students will perform covers 
by their favorite artists from 
Stevie Wonder to AC/DC, and the 
midseason show will be a teaser for 
what’s to come at SORCH’s final 
performance on April 25.

Garnett leads the course ‘Rock 
101,’ where children eight to 13 
years old practice their instrument 
of choice and learn how to play in 
a band. This group, including the 
performance group that comprises 
of older, more advanced students, 
will perform on The Cat’s Cradle 
livestream which viewers can watch 
on its Facebook or YouTube page.

Different instructors, like Garnett, 
guide student-driven lessons, either 
in person or virtually, in conjunction 
with The School of Rock method 
curriculum to take full advantage of 
students’ musical ambitions.

Haylie Fehl, a senior majoring in 

exercise and sports science and a 
private guitar instructor at SORCH, 
said that since the pandemic began 
she has mainly held her private 
lessons over Zoom, where students 
have the freedom to build their 
music education.  

“For private lessons, the study is 
student-directed and we figure out 
what the student wants to learn, 
whether it’s reading music, learning 
skills, learning how to solo, learning 
music theory or just learning a ton 
of songs that they like,” Fehl said. 
“Then, we as instructors like to 
take whatever their main goal is 
and incorporate it into our School 
of Rock method books, which takes 
the student through beginner to 
super advanced.”

Fehl has been virtually working 

with a group of young women who 
are creating a music video that will 
premier during the livestream next 
week. They plan to perform covers of 
female artists and female-led bands 
in the spirit of their theme, ‘Women 
Who Rock.’

Whether it be soulful blues or 
indie rock, Joseph said that SORCH’s 
music education carries an impact 
greater than rock ‘n’ roll.

“The program works and it’s life 
changing in a positive way,” Joseph 
said. “People come in here, they learn 
to play music and music is a skill you 
can do forever. It’s not like being a 
running back on a football team and 
having to retire at age 26. You can 
play music for decades and decades.”

Twitter: @dakidanthony

 Carolina African American 
Writer Collective wants Black 

writers to tell their story

Jam out with School of Rock Chapel Hill 
Students learn to play 
their instruments as 

part of a band

MUSICIANS IN PROGRESS

“People come in here, they learn to play music 
and music is a skill you can do forever. It’s not 

like being a running back on a football team and 
having to retire at age 26. You can play music for 

decades and decades. ” 
David Joseph

Owner and general manager of School of Rock Chapel Hill

BRIEF

Local releases book 
chronicling Black 

Indigenous N.C. family

Beverely Scarlett recently 
released “The Harris Family 
o f  Orange  County,  Nor th 
Carolina,” which chronicles 
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  a  B l a c k 
Indigenous North Carolina 
family as they continue to 
triumph through centuries 
of oppression. 

“I took the photo from the 
attic down to my mother, and 
I said, ‘Who is this person?’ 
a n d  s h e  c h a s t i s e d  m e , 
because she was my great-
grandmother,” Scarlett said. 
“From that came my journey 
to find my true identity.”

At her Feb. 13 book reading 
hosted by Friends of Russell 
Rosenwald School, Scarlett 
spoke  about  her  fami ly ’s 
history, as well as the treatment 

of Black Indigenous people in 
the United States. 

“My book is for anyone 
interested in local or Native 
American history, and anyone 
who’s heard that they have 
Native American history but 
are told there’s no such thing as 
Indian people with Black skin,” 
Scarlett said.

Scarlett’s book focuses on 
memories of her family.

As a district court attorney, 
Scarle tt  of ten spends her 
breaks at the nearby library, 
researching the new book she 
is currently writing. But for 
her most recent book, Scarlett 
closed her reading by stating 
that she and her family will 
not be erased. 

“I have a mission to mark 
our place in time and tell our 
story,” Scarlett said. “We are 
mixed race people and we are 
here to stay.”

Maggie Dunn
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DTH/BRANDON STANDLEY
Senior Marina Carolina Fela-Castillo runs her business, Pintamar, out of her 
apartment bedroom, where her workspace takes up nearly half of the room.

Art has always been a part of Fela-Castillo’s life,but 
it wasn’t until college that she saw it as a talent or 
an escape. 

Pintamar is a one-woman company, so she designs, 
creates, packages and ships products all on her own. 
She said it is often difficult to balance the company 
with her schoolwork.

Fela-Castillo uses Pintamar to support herself, 
and some of her earnings go toward supporting her 
extended family in Venezuela, where she lived until 
the age of 8 when she and her parents moved to the 
United States.

Odalys Aleman, a junior studying economics and 
psychology, commissioned Fela-Castillo to create a shot 
glass for her brother’s 21st birthday when the business was 
just starting out.

Since then, Aleman said she has bought earrings, 
stickers and, most recently, a Valentine’s Day surprise 
box from Fela-Castillo.

“She does a very nice job of making her products 
really good quality,” Aleman said. “Ever since I got that 
first shot glass, I was amazed at how beautiful it came 
out and I just loved it.” 

Being a full-time student and running your own 

business can be a challenge, but Sekou Bermiss, an 
associate professor of strategy and entrepreneurship 
at the Kenan-Flagler Business School, believes college 
campuses are a great place to experiment with and 
launch new business ideas.

“Some of the greatest businesses have been launched 
from dorms,” Bermiss said. “It’s a really great time 
because you’re together with your friends, you’re thinking 
and experimenting with new ideas.”

He said some issues student entrepreneurs might 
face are a lack of capital and formalized knowledge 
when it comes to business plans and marketing. 

In the coming months, Fela-Castillo hopes Pintamar will 
reach its goal of 1,000 orders by its one year anniversary. 

She said after graduation, she plans to commit all 
of her time to growing her business for at least a year.

Fela-Castillo said she puts her love and soul into her 
work to create authentic products.

“I let that radiate and attract the people that do see the 
hard work, fall in love with Pintamar and just let them 
support me,” she said. 

“I’m glad that I was able to figure out that art was 
such an essential part of my life, because for a long 
time, I denied myself of that.”

Twitter: @sararaja_

Continued from Page 1

DTH FILE/LOUISE MANN CLEMENT
Students in the Department of Music practice for the 2017 Carolina Jazz Festival. 
The annual Carolina Jazz Festival will be held online from Feb. 18 to Feb. 20.

By Sophia Ramirez
Staff Writer 

arts@dailytarheel.com

The annual Carolina Jazz Festival 
will be held online from Thursday, 
Feb. 18, to Saturday, Feb. 20, kicking 
off with livestream concerts by 
University faculty and students. For 
high school students, there will be 
open clinics, coaching sessions and 
a competition with cash prizes. 

Ju a n  Á l a m o ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f 
percussion and jazz studies, has 
performed in the Carolina Jazz 
Festival every year since his 2012 
arrival at the University. 

 “The ultimate goal is just to 
share the music, to help each other 
learn from each other and to sort of 
continue the legacy that was left to us 
by the great jazz masters,” Álamo said.

Despi te  the  cha l lenges  o f 
performing and teaching virtually, 
Álamo said he and others in the jazz 

studies department feel the festival’s 
mission is more important than 
ever. In the spirit of accessibility, 
registration is free for all events. 

“We could have easily canceled the 
festival, but we felt like doing so would 
have been giving in to the fact that 
things are difficult now,” Álamo said.

U N C  Ja z z  B a n d  D i r e c t o r 
Rahsaan Barber agreed, praising the 
leadership of the program director, 
Stephen Anderson.

“I think it says a lot about 
Dr. Anderson’s dedication and 
thoughts about serving the student 
communities that he has stuck it 
through,” Barber said. “And I think 
we’ve actually created something 
that is going to be uniquely positive.”

Álamo and Barber will both 
perform in Thursday evening’s 
faculty  concert  without ever 
being in the same room. Álamo, 
a percussionist, will share a space 
with other musicians who can wear 
a mask without interfering with their 
playing. Meanwhile, Barber will play 
his saxophone in a separate room. 

“It’s actually a really cool setup 
that allows us all to use video 

conferencing software with virtually 
no delay so that we can improvise in 
the moment,” Barber said. 

First-year Daniel Asanov said 
students in the jazz combos are 
taking similar precautions for their 
Friday night concert.

“We only have one or  two 
in-person rehearsals scheduled 
beforehand,” Asanov said.

On Saturday, high school students 
can get instruction and feedback 
over Zoom from University faculty, 
as well as this year’s guest artists: 
trumpeter Nathan Warner and 
Rahsaan Barber’s twin, trombonist 
Roland Barber.

“I see this as a rare opportunity to 
give the students an experience that 
they desperately need given that 
we’re in a pandemic,” Barber said. 

Barber relates to young musicians 
striving to hone their craft without 
mentorship or feedback.

“I actually didn’t get regular, 
weekly saxophone lessons until I got 
to college,” Barber said.

Barber hopes the Carolina Jazz 
Festival will reach more students 
this year without the roadblocks of 

cost or travel. 
“Many of them, were it not for 

experiences like this, may never 
actually awaken that passion for 
music and choose to go into it.” 
Barber said.

Students  can  a l so  submit 

recordings of themselves performing 
to compete for a $150 prize. 
Submission links and a full schedule 
of events can be found at the Jazz 
Fest’s website. 

Twitter: @chloesjoseph

Carolina Jazz Festival to livestream concerts
The festival starts 

Thursday; the concerts 
will be livestreamed

Student channels inner creativity with own company

MUSIC SCENE

DTH/CHRIS OCANA
A mural of blues musician Elizabeth Cotten is located in Carrboro. During Black 
History Month, students reflect on historical figures often excluded from school.

By Charity Cohen
Staff Writer 

arts@dailytarheel.com

UNC junior Iyana Jones-Reese 
recalls sharing the light-hearted 
stories she learned about slavery in 
school with her grandfather. He was 
struck by how the nature of slavery 
was watered-down and sugarcoated 
by her teacher.

“I remember when I was a kid, my 
grandfather was talking to me about 
slavery and I was like, ‘No, no, no, 

there were some slave masters that 
treated their slaves nicely, we talked 
about it in class,’” she said. “It’s one 
of those things where like you’re 
hearing all of these different sides.”

H e r  g r a n d f a t h e r  t h e n 
encouraged Jones-Reese to learn 
the truth of her history.

As many students are studying 
and celebrating Black historical 
figures and movements during 
Black History Month, they are 
cont inuously  learning  about 
historical elements that were not 

discussed in school. 
Mike Wax, a junior studying 

biology, said he had an idea of the 
erasure of Black history in high 
school, but it wasn’t until he got to 
college when he realized just how 
much of his history wasn’t taught to 
him. He felt it was a call to action to 
educate himself.

“I  was shocked that  I  had 
missed so much of my history, 
of Black history, and I wanted to 
learn more,” Wax said. “I tried to 
put myself in these classes and any 
spaces where I could learn about 
more Black history, and I took 
it upon myself to do like my own 
readings about it.”

He said this exclusion of Black 
history in school lesson plans 
could lead to the erasure of this 
history altogether.

“There’s so much Black history 
that they don’t teach in schools, and I 
think that as time progresses smaller 
amounts of people are going to know 
about this history, and it’s possible 
that it could get erased,” Wax said.

Wax believes that the academic 
curriculum is to blame for this 
lack of Black representation in 
history lessons.

“I think the problem is in the 
infrastructure of the curriculum in 
school,” Wax said. “They focus too 
much on the construction of America 

and not on the histories and cultures 
of its people.”

Glenn Hinson, an anthropology 
professor at UNC, said that to 
determine why Black history is 
being selectively taught, people have 
to figure out who is attempting to 
control the narrative.

“The question that I always ask 
is who is invested in the public, 
not knowing the other stories,” 
Hinson said. “When I think about 
the way that African American 
history is cramped and restricted 
to a few figures and those figures, 
in turn, are often sanitized, they’re 
reduced to a few selected stories to 
represent their lives.”

Hinson said when Black history 
is taught, it is often sugarcoated 
and one-sided.

“Martin Luther King Jr.  is 
remembered for the speech on 
the National Mall, but he’s not 
remembered for  his  strident 
opposition to the Vietnamese war and 
he’s not remembered for a lot of the 
organizing that he did,” Hinson said.

Hinson said this is done to avoid 
facing the truth about the systems 
in the U.S.

“I think it’s easier to compress 
and to tell the simple single story, 
rather than the complicated story 
that demands that we look at 
bigger systemic structures,” he said.

Jones-Reese thinks this history can 
be uncovered by listening to direct 
stories from the Black community.

“I think the best thing that we can 
do right now is talk to people who 
experienced that history,” Jones-
Reese said. “I love talking with my 
grandparents about what life was 
like in the Civil Rights Movement.”

She also thinks that sharing facts 
on social media will be important 
in spreading well-rounded stories 
about Black history.

“There are so many people who 
are dedicating their lives to getting 
this out to people, especially to 
young people in a way that’s easy to 
digest,” Jones-Reese said. “They’re 
now turning to TikTok, Instagram 
and Twitter to teach people.”

Wax is hopeful that this method 
of teaching through social media 
will motivate a new generation to 
learn more.

“I think that the excitement of social 
media and posting about Black history 
will influence the youth and young 
adults to get more into it,” he said.

Wa x  s a i d  s p r e a d i n g  t h i s 
knowledge is important and will be 
beneficial in the future.

“I think it’s important for us to 
know our history, so we can better 
prepare for our future,” he said.

Twitter: @charity_cohen

Students reflect on Black history erasure
BLACK HISTORY MONTH
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First LGBTQ person to serve on NC Superior Court 

By Alexandra Myers
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

After months of searching for 
a new Superior Court judge for 
Judicial District 15B of Chatham and 
Orange counties, Alyson Grine was 
sworn in as judge on Jan. 22. 

Gov. Roy Cooper appointed 
Grine to fill the vacant seat formerly 
held by Carl Fox, who retired in 
October 2020 after more than 14 
years on the court.

Grine said she is the first woman 
to be a Superior Court judge in the 
district and the only openly LGBTQ 
Superior Court judge in the state. 
She is looking forward to her new 
responsibilities as a judge, she said. 

“The opportunity to play this role 

in our court system is exciting to 
me,” Grine said. “A trial judge has an 
important role to play in improving 
the public’s confidence in the courts 
by interfacing with the public and 
trying to demonstrate in each case 
this case really matters and that 
we’re seeking justice in the case.”

Grine served as a prosecutor 
for the District Attorney’s Office 
of Durham since 2018. She was 
previously an assistant professor at 
the North Carolina Central School of 
Law, defender educator at the UNC 
School of Government and assistant 
public defender for District 15B in 
the District and Superior courts. 
She was also a law clerk for Judge 
Patricia Timmons-Goodson and 
Chief Justice Henry Frye. 

Grine earned her bachelor’s degree 
in English at UNC, a Master of Arts 
in Spanish from the University of 
Virginia and her Juris Doctor at the 
UNC School of Law. 

Former Senior Resident Superior 
Court Judge Carl Fox announced 
his retirement in a Facebook post on 
Aug. 21. He said he was the first Black 
judge in the district and the first Black 
district attorney in state history. He 
began serving as district attorney and 
Superior Court judge in 1986. 

Fox said he will spend some of his 

retirement becoming a civil superior 
court mediator and volunteering 
with Save The Fox, a charity he 
and his wife started to locate bone 
marrow matches for patients 
diagnosed with blood cancer. 

The charity began in 2015 
after Fox was diagnosed with 
myelodysplastic syndrome (MDS), a 
form of blood cancer often referred 
to as preleukemia. Fox went into 
remission after receiving a cord 
blood transplant and was back in 
the courtroom in July 2016. He said 
the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
forced him to work virtually, was a 
sign to retire. 

“My whole reason for doing 
what I’m doing is because I enjoy 
my work and I enjoy working with 
other people, and that stopped after 
COVID,” he said. 

Judges in the Superior Court are 
typically elected by voters in their 
district, but Isaac Unah, associate 
professor of political science at 

UNC, said it was likely that an 
appointment to the court following 
Fox’s retirement would happen.

“If there is an avalanche of cases 
in the court that need to be decided, 
just so the court is not overburdened, 
the governor can make a temporary 
appointment until the next election is 
held,” Unah said.

Grine said  she feels  wel l -
supported in her new role after 
speaking with other Superior Court 
judges from the state. She’s also 
spoken with Fox, who said he is 
happy Cooper decided to fill the 
position quickly and is excited to see 
Grine start her own legacy.

“In a way, this is a homecoming 
for me because I live here in Chapel 
Hill, and I started out my career in 
Chatham County,” she said. “Just 
being back in Pittsboro where I was 
once a wide-eyed young lawyer is 
really special to me.” 

Twitter: @alexjewel22

Grine replaces Carl Fox 
to serve Chatam and 

Orange counties

Remembering Irene Briggaman’s volunteer work

DTH ARCHIVE/CHRIS FIELDS
Irene Briggaman (left) laughs with Chrissy Beck at the Chapel Hill 
Chamber of Commerce while discussing the 2005 membership drive.

By Trevor Moore
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

After moving to Chapel Hill in 
1965, Irene Briggaman began to 
volunteer, seeking to alleviate hunger 
and empower youth in the community.

Briggaman, who died in early 
January, dedicated her life to helping 
others through volunteer work. Most 
notably, she founded the Restaurants 
Sharing V/5 & V/5  Percent charity 
event that has been held in Chapel 
Hill on the second Tuesday of 
November since 1989.

John Dor ward,  the former 
executive director of the Inter-Faith 
Council for Social Service, said 
Briggaman was a force of nature and 
volunteered for many organizations 
around town.

The annual RSVVP event, which 
Briggaman co-founded with the IFC, 
asks participating restaurants to give 
10 percent of their gross profits to 
the IFC’s food security programs.

“She was the first person I ever 
met who said, ‘There is a solution to 
hunger, and that is to feed people,’” 
Dorward said.

In 2019, 75 restaurants participated 
in the event. Dorward said the event 
has raised over $500,000 since it was 
first held in 1989 and attributed the 
success of RSVVP in the Chapel Hill 
area to Briggaman.

D o w a r d  s a i d  s h e  w o u l d 
persistently ask restaurants until she 
got an answer, even if it was no.

Outside the RSVVP, Aaron Nelson, 
chief executive officer of the Chamber 
for a Greater Chapel Hill-Carrboro, 
said Briggaman was always looking 
for something to help with.

“She was indefatigable,” Nelson 
said. “She seemed always busy, always 
wanting to help, always asking how 
she could help, always volunteering 

to serve different organizations.”
Briggaman became an active 

member of the public schools and the 
local teen center as her children grew 
up. She also worked with the Red 
Cross, Family Violence Prevention 
Center, AARP, the Triangle Land 
Conservancy and other organizations.

Before she created RSVVP, 
Briggaman was involved in the 
annual CROP hunger walk, which 
also raises money for food insecurity. 

In 1996, Briggaman described 
herself to The Daily Tar Heel as a 
professional volunteer.

“The need is so great, and I 
know that I’m helping to fill a gap,” 
Briggamn said.

In 2005, Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
Chamber of Commerce announced 
the Irene Briggaman lifetime 
achievement award. The award is 
now given annually to an individual 
who has had a lifetime of exceptional 
service and volunteerism in the 
Chapel Hill area.

In 2019, the Chamber For a 

Greater Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
announced it was making Briggaman 
an Ambassador Emeritus,  an 
honorary t it le  for volunteers 
dedicated to the community. In 2014, 
she was named a ‘Town Treasure’ by 

the Chapel Hill Historical Society.
“The community is a better place 

when she was here, and I am grateful 
to have known her,” Nelson said.

Twitter: @TrevorWMoore

Chapel Hill resident 
dedicated her life to help 

alleviate hunger

DTH/YATES MCCONNELL
The insomnia cookies Franklin Street storefront, the evening of Feb. 16, 2021.

By Ella Layn
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

The Chapel Hill community is 

coming together to support Robert 
Perry, a delivery driver for Insomnia 
Cookies on Franklin Street who was 
left paralyzed after being robbed and 
shot in December. 

Perry was out for a late-night 
delivery when he was approached by 
another car and three individuals who 
then shot him multiple times and stole 
his car, according to a Facebook post 

from his brother, Ryan Perry. 
R a n  N o r t h a m ,  i n t e r i m 

communications manager for the 
Town of Chapel Hill, said Orange 
County Emergency Services were in 
the area at the time of the incident and 
were the first to arrive on the scene. 

Perry was then rushed to UNC 
Hospitals  where he received 
emergency surgery to repair his 
punctured lung, according to the 
Facebook post. A bullet that impaled 
Perry’s spine was unable to be 
removed.

Co-workers of Perry have set up a 
GoFundMe to provide further help. 
The GoFundMe, set up with a goal 
of $5,000, has now reached over 
$49,000 in donations.  

Susan Coe, Perry’s co-worker and 
the GoFundMe organizer, said while 
Insomnia is paying his medical bills, 
it was her hope that the fundraiser 
would go above and beyond its goal 
of $5,000 as Perry will still need to 
pay his household bills while out of 
work and possibly buy a new car. 

Hibachi & Co. on Franklin Street 
has also supported Perry by posting 
flyers with a link to the GoFundMe 
page. Kevin Griffin, an employee 

at the restaurant, said the amount 
of customers who stop to read the 
message about Perry is amazing. 

Griffin said he didn’t expect to hear 
of a driver getting shot and robbed, 
especially in the Chapel Hill area.  

According to updates posted to the 
GoFundMe page, Perry is currently at 
a spine rehabilitation center working 
on his muscle strength and attempting 
to learn how to walk again. 

In addition to supporting his 
GoFundMe, Coe said emotional 
support could also help Perry. She 
said if anyone in the community 
has overcome a similar diagnosis 
to Perry’s, he would gladly speak to 
them for encouragement through this 
difficult time. 

“If there is someone in the 
community who would like to open 
up to Rob and share their experience, 
strength and hope with Rob I think 
that would be amazing,” Coe said.

Ryan Perry,  Robert Perry ’s 
brother, said in the Facebook post 
that while he is thankful that his 
brother has improved enough to 
move to a spinal cord facility, the 
individuals who hurt him are still 
out there walking free. 

“That’s something Robert can’t 
do because they took that from him 
while he was just trying to do his 
job,” Ryan Perry said in the post. 

He urged his followers to share any 
information they may have concerning 
the identity of the suspects. 

“His recovery will be a long 
process but I remain optimistic for 
him,” he said. 

Ryan Perry did not respond to a 
Daily Tar Heel request for comment. 

Northam said no arrests have 
been made in the case, and since 
the case is active, no suspects will 
be named until an official arrest is 
made. 

He said cases of this nature 
are handled by the investigative 
department, and the department 
works to make connections to what 
happened, find leads and share the 
case with other jurisdictions. 

No r t h a m  s a i d  c o m m u n i ty 
members should remain aware of 
their surroundings and trust their 
gut,  no matter where walking. 

“This situation is unique for our 
community and we hope that it 
remains unique,” Northam said. 

Community seeks 
to support carjacked 

delivery driver

COMMUNITY GOFUNDME

Nearly $50,000 raised for Insomnia driver 

OBITUARY

STATE COURTS

Alyson Grine
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Help WantedHelp Wanted
SEEKING CARE FOR AUTISTIC TEEN We are a warm, and supportive family looking for a 
compassionate individual to work with our teenage daughter.  Our daughter has severe non-verbal 
autism.  She is a sweet and happy girl with a beautiful smile.  Like many teenagers she loves her iPad and 
listening to pop music on her phone.  She is always learning and gaining new skills.  We need someone 
to help her continue to learn social and independent living skills.   The position is part-time, Monday-
Friday from 7:00am-12:00pm, but we are willing to accommodate student schedules.  You will gain 
valuable experience in client goal setting and implementation, collaborating with behavioral experts, and 
communication strategies for non-verbal individuals.  Candidates must be reliable, and dependable with a 
desire to make a difference.  Please contact Tricia @ triciawildman@yahoo.com

MONARCH- COMMUNITY SPECIALIST Monarch is hiring Community Specialists! Are you interested in a 
$12 hourly rate to assist empowering individuals with IDD? Visit www.MonarchNC.org/careers and apply 
directly: R2893. 

                    Deadlines
Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication

Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days
prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252 DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarketplace

Across
1 Band with an electrical symbol in 

their logo
5 Youngest woman to serve in the 

U.S. Congress, familiarly
8 Aromatic herb
12 Church divide
14 Rapping MD?
15 Mariano Rivera’s record 652
16 *Person to emulate
18 LGBTQ part, briefly
19 Wavelike pattern
20 “Eighteen Wheels and a Dozen 

Roses” singer Kathy
21 Arafat’s gp., once
23 *Thanksgiving condiment
26 Nigerian pop star
28 Brief moments
29 Notable times
30 Summer beverage
33 “__ Tu”: 1974 hit
35 *Effective remedy with little 

downside
39 Spoken
40 Trickeries
43 Tel __
47 Brown and blonde
49 Cream or Nirvana
50 *A high-profile trial might 

become one
54 Red Sox rivals, on scoreboards
55 Literally, French for “again”

56 Perot of politics
58 Memphis tourist street
59 Engineer, brakeman and 

conductor ... and what the ends of 
the answers to starred clues 
comprise?

63 Gillette razors
64 Carrier to Tokyo
65 Hotel patron
66 Lays down the lawn
67 Time out?
68 Palm gadgets, briefly

Down
1 Swiss river
2 Corp. tech exec
3 Internet connector via phone line
4 Jazz singer Laine
5 Venomous snakes
6 Tram load
7 Disney frame
8 “No Exit” dramatist
9 Personal user pic
10 Lake on the French/Swiss border
11 Op-ed pieces
13 Send out
15 Alone, at a party
17 Christian sch. in Tulsa
20 Whitman “53-Down” subject
21 23rd of 24
22 Supérieur, par exemple
24 Company with spokes-elves
25 Hose color
27 LAX posting
31 Star quality?
32 The Red Baron, for one
34 Canon initials
36 Colombian metropolis
37 Have
38 Gets embarrassed, maybe
41 Tinkerer’s abbr.
42 Versatile bean
43 One-celled critters
44 Rome’s Via __
45 Bouncer’s request
46 Members of string 49-Acrosses
48 ESPN commentator Jeremy
51 Mars, to Greeks
52 Sch. with a Providence campus
53 Tune
57 Atlantic food fish
59 Beach tone
60 Genetic material
61 That, to Pedro
62 Pkg. measures

© 2015 The Mepham Group.  
All rights reserved.

The LA Times
Crossword Puzzle To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 7 — Monitor budgets 
and cash flow with changes. The 
best laid plans can go awry. Follow 
rules carefully. Ignore distractions 
or gossip. Stay flexible. Maintain 
backups.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is a 9 — Stay cool, 
confident and collected. Slow for 
sharp corners to avoid breakage. 
Monitor conditions carefully. Avoid 
impulsive moves that could set off a 
chain reaction.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is a 6 — Take a refreshing 
pause to check your course. 
Unexpected events require a 
different response. Adjust and 
adapt plans. Wait for developments 
as you prepare.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is an 8 — Pull together. 
Support friends around a challenge. 
Stay sensitive to shifting social 
conditions. Sometimes inaction 
is the best move. Connect and 
coordinate your team response.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 — Prepare for a 
professional test. Research options, 
benefits and costs. Strengthen 
infrastructures and connections. 
Call in expert support when needed. 
Determination and persistence win.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is an 8 — Pursue educational 
goals and prizes. Study current 
events. Discuss the changes you’re 
witnessing in real time. Monitor 
conditions closely. Patience pays. 
Take it easy.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is an 8 — Prioritize practical 
strategies together. Determine 
what’s needed and how to get it. 
Double-check the numbers to avoid 
errors. Slow down to finish faster.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is an 8 — Adapt with your 
partner. Support each other around 
an unplanned situation. Stifle 
rebellious tendencies and help out. 
Consider consequences to avoid 
later regrets.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today is a 6 — Listen and observe 
conditions. Slow to avoid accidents 
and pitfalls. Don’t push if it doesn’t 
feel right. Guard your health, safety 
and energy. Relax.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is a 7 — Keep standing for 
love. In pursuit of beauty, art and 
creative inspiration, you may notice 
everywhere it’s missing. You don’t 
have the full picture. Patiently 
persist.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Today is an 8 — Stick close to 
home. Slow to consider a domestic 
challenge. Listen to family for 
multiple perspectives. Adapt for 
changing circumstances. Discover 
unexpected treasure.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is an 8 — Breaking news 
requires adaptation. The impact 
surprises. Express your response 
in clear terms. There’s a disruption 
to the status quo. Find hidden 
opportunities.

HOROSCOPES If February 17th
is Your Birthday...

Follow personal passions this year. Consistent, disciplined actions reap 
outsized reward. Create a new long-term plan. Resolve a challenge with 
friends this spring, before new summer love enchants you. Supporting 
family through domestic transitions leads to a sparkling winter of social 
connection. You’re a star.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

Wake up to 
breaking news, 

happening 
events and 

a bit of daily 
humor

Delivered right to your inbox every morning! Sign up at 
dailytarheel.com
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ORANGE COUNTY NEWS IN YOUR INBOX EVERY MONDAY

Meet PORCH’s new executive director
NONPROFIT

PHOTO COURTESY OF SARAH DUDZIC
Sarah Dudzic is the new executive director of PORCH, a grassroots hunger relief organization supporting at-risk families.

By Sascha Medina
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

PORCH Chapel Hill-Carrboro, a 
grassroots hunger relief organization 
providing essential food support to 
at-risk families in Chapel Hill and 
Carrboro, has hired its first executive 
director: Sarah Dudzic.

Dudzic started her career in 
teaching, and from there, started 
working in adult learning and 
education. She has also worked at 
nonprofits for domestic violence, 
sexual assault, homelessness and 
mental illness, among other areas. 

“One of the things that really drew 
me to PORCH, is that in every one 
of those nonprofit jobs I’ve ever had, 
food was a core piece that we had 
to help the people we were working 
with get to,” she said. 

Dudzic said no matter the 
nonprofit organization, having food 
on hand was an important part of 
helping those they served.

Susan Romaine, chairperson of 
the PORCH’s board of directors 
and a founder of the organization, 
said over email that adding an 
executive director will  ensure 
the sustainability of PORCH for 
the future. She said Dudzic will 
help structure and prioritize all 
of the activities for its programs 
and services.

Board member Toska Cooper was 
on the search committee for the new 
executive director. She said Dudzic 
exceeded the basic qualifications of 
the job with her diverse set of skills 

and background. 
“Sarah will bring a diverse skill 

set that’s going to help enhance 
the programs and maybe close the 
gap in some areas where we might 
be missing connections, such as a 
person that’s receiving food but 
a person that also might need a 
little bit of social work support,” 
Cooper said.

S h e  s a i d  t h e  w a y  D u d z i c 
looks at things with a holistic 
approach,  not just  looking at 
f o o d  i n s e c u r i ty  a s  a  s i n g l e -
standing problem, will help lift 
the organization and its efforts.

Romaine said Dudzic’s passion 
for l i f t ing up vulnerable and 
marginalized community members 
also made her the ideal candidate 
for this position. 

Dudzic said she will be looking 
at these issues from an equity point 
of view. She said food insecurity is 
associated with race and poverty, and 
in the United States, these problems 
historically go back to zoning laws, 
such as redlining and voting laws, 
among others. 

“It’s so deeply embedded in the 
fabric of our history in this country,” 
she said. “So unraveling that is going 
to take a massive herculean-full 
community effort, and we want to 
be at the forefront of it and we want 
to be part of it.”

Romaine said food insecurity 
is a problem in the area, as 1 in 7 
residents in Orange County were 
identified as food insecure, and 
the pandemic has only exacerbated 
these challenges. 

She said over 85 percent of 
PORCH clients have reported 
loss of income since the pandemic 
began, and 77 percent of clients 
worry about having enough food 
for their families. She also said 
many are worried about losing 
health care and falling behind on 

rent and other bills. 
D u d z i c  s a i d  w h i l e  t h e 

pandemic has had direct impacts 
on the residents, it has also had 
an  e ffec t  on  the  ent i re  food 
system from supply chain issues 
to higher prices because of supply 
and demand. 

“ I  f ee l  incredib ly  grate fu l 
to  be  welcomed and inv i ted 
into this organization, and I’m 
very committed to moving the 
organization to the next level,” 
Dudzic said. 

Twitter: @SaschaVMedinaS

$10,000 award for finding Sydney 

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMY WEISS
Chapel Hill native Sydney West has been missing since September. Her 
family is offering a $10,000 reward for information leading to her return.

By Susie Webb
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

The family of a 19-year-old Chapel 
Hill native who went missing in 
California in late September has 

offered a $10,000 reward for 
information leading to her return.

Sydney West went missing in 
the San Francisco area, where she 
was attending the University of 
California-Berkeley for her first year.

T h e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  r e w a r d  w a s 

announced on Jan. 25. The money 
was put up by the family. 

“We absolutely believe that 
somebody must know something,” 
Jay West, Sydney’s father, said in a 
Jan. 25 Facebook video. 

Sydney West was last seen in the 
early morning near the Golden Gate 
Bridge. She is 5’10’’ and was wearing 
black leggings and a teal hoodie. 

Scott Dudek, a private investigator 
in San Francisco, said 40 to 50 new 
tips have come in following the 
announcement of the reward. The 
family hired Dudek to help in the 
search, and they are trying to funnel 
all information and tips through him.

“Hopefully somebody will spot her 
on all the flyers – or the TV things – 
and lead us to her,” Dudek said.

Sydney West’s family has also 
created a Find Sydney West Facebook 
page to help raise awareness of her 
disappearance. The page has over 
8,800 followers.

“There have been hundreds of 
posters put up, there’s been millions 
of views on social media,” Amy Weiss, 
Sydney’s great-aunt, said.

Locally, the Orange County 
Sheriff ’s Office got involved with 
the search to help serve as a link 
between the West family and the 
San Francisco Police Department in 
the early days of the search, Alicia 

Stemper, Orange County Sheriff ’s 
Office public information officer, said.

“We got involved trying to assist a 
caller, one of Sydney’s parents, who 
was having some difficulty getting the 
response he needed about his missing 
college student daughter,” Stemper 
said. 

The Sheriff ’s Office initially 
entered West into the National 
Crime Information Center as a 
missing person, but once the San 
Francisco Police Department took 
over, Stemper said they withdrew 
her information so as not to have 
conflicting data. 

“The Orange County police 
department in North Carolina has 
been especially helpful,” Weiss said.

A vigil was held in the Chapel Hill 
area in October to help get the word 
out about West.

“It was to raise awareness, to 
keep her name out there, to keep 
the media focused on her and 
searching for her,” Weiss said. “It 
was so people could speak about 
Sydney and our love for her.”

Weiss said West is a singer-
songwriter and an athlete. 

Anyone with information can 
reach private investigator Scott 
Dudek at (925) 705-8328.

Twitter: @skwebb73

MISSING GIRL BRIEF
Educators to receive vaccine

North Carolina educators will be 
eligible to get a COVID-19 vaccine 
starting on Feb. 24, according to an 
announcement from Gov. Roy Cooper.

The state is in Phase 3 of its 
vaccination plan, which includes 
frontline essential workers. Because 
vaccine supply is limited, N.C. is 
moving into Phase 3 gradually, and 
educators will be given first priority 
for the vaccine. 

This includes teachers, principals, 
childcare providers, bus and van 
drivers, custodial and maintenance 
staff, food service workers and others.

“I am grateful to all of our educators 
and school personnel for going above 
and beyond in this pandemic to care 
for children and help them continue to 
learn,” Gov. Cooper said in a statement. 
“Starting with a smaller number of 
Group 3 frontline essential workers 
helps providers streamline vaccine 
distribution effectively and efficiently.”

The state plans to move to 
additional frontline workers on 
March 10. 

Frontline essential workers are 
defined as people who must be 
in-person at their place of work 
and work in one of eight sectors: 
citical manufacturing, education, 
essential goods, food and agriculture, 
government and community services, 
health care and public health, public 
safety and transportation. 

Sonia Rao


