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UNIVERSITY
Carolina Veterans Resource Center offers 
award to student veterans

• The Carolina Veterans Resource Center 
is offering Boot Print to Heel Print Summer 
Bridge Awards to UNC students with military 
backgrounds. Page 6

CITY & STATE
Professors bring Southern hip-hop festival to 
Chapel Hill

• Artists and performers from North Carolina 
and other states in the South will gather this 
weekend for Hip Hop South. Page 5

OPINION
Column: UNC’s allegiance lies solely with 
its donors

• “The administration has illustrated that 
they value donor confidentiality over its own 
faculty.” Page 14

INSIDE
ELEVATE
UNC artist receives climate art award for 
short film on humanity and the environment

• Alexa Velez recently earned the 
Frankenthaler Climate Art Award for her short 
film “Of the Air.” Page 2

Flying Silk performs traditional Chinese dance

DTH/CALLI WESTRA
Junior Seanna Chen poses for a portrait in the Coker Arboretum on Friday, April 15. Chen is a 
member of UNC’s Flying Silk, a Chinese dance group that focuses on ribbon and fan dance.

DTH/CALLI WESTRA
Seanna Chen, Katherine Zhang, Grace Chow and Carina Lin pose with their ribbons in the Coker 
Arboretum on Friday, April 15.

Seanna Chen saw Flying Silk Dance 
Troupe perform for the first time when 
she was a senior in high school.

Chen was visiting her cousin and 
attended the Journey Into Asia cultural 
showcase hosted by the Asian American 
Students Association at UNC.

As she watched the Flying Silk 
dancers, waving colorful silk ribbons 
and wooden fans, she knew she 
wanted to audition for the group.

“I knew that as soon as I came onto 
the UNC campus, this is something 
that I really wanted to do,” Chen said. 
“So I tried out for it and somehow 
made it onto the team.”

Now a junior, Chen will be a 
co-captain of the troupe next year.

Flying Silk is the University’s only 
traditional Chinese dance group. 
They participate in multiple cultural 
showcases, including JIA and the Mid-
Autumn Festival hosted by the Chinese 
Undergraduate Student Association.

For Chen, joining Flying Silk was 
important for her to connect with 
her culture and share it with UNC’s 
campus community.

“Our mission statement has 

always been to spread awareness 
and educate the Carolina community 
on the diversity of Chinese culture, 
especially through dance,” she said.

‘Proud of the end result’

Flying Silk specializes in fan 
and silk ribbon dancing,  and 
has recently started to include 
propless dancing.

“This year we had an entire 
section on propless dancing, which 
was also very, very fun,” Chen said. 
“It shows a lot of different styles of 
what Chinese dance can be.”

The group performed its new 
choreography, “Dawn” at this year’s 
JIA in February and the Duke 
Chinese Dance Showcase last week.

Research shows major faculty pay inequities

DTH/CARSON ELM-PICARD

By Liv Reilly
Assistant University Editor

university@dailytarheel.com

Over a nine-month period, a 
female faculty member will make a 
salary about $27,000 less than that 
of a male faculty member.

And over a nine-month period, a 
Black faculty member will make a 
salary approximately $21,000 less 
than that of a white faculty member.

These statistics were presented 
by Misha Becker, professor and 
chairperson of the linguistics 
department, during the March 11 
Faculty Council meeting. Becker 
recently led a detailed research report 
examining salary equities at UNC.

“It’s not enough to just talk about 
it, we have to really do the work, too,” 
she said.

Becker and her team’s research 
is primarily based on data from the 
2020 Office of Institutional Research 
and Assessment study. They found 
that there are significant racial- 
and gender-based inequities within 
faculty salaries at the University.

“Salary inequities sap the person’s 
motivation to give them the best, or to 
work,” Deb Aikat, journalism associate 
professor, said. “How would you feel 
if you realized that you are doing the 
same work as a colleague, and you are 
getting almost 20 percent less?”

Gender disparities

Along with a difference in salaries, 
research also shows that distinguished 
professorships are less common for 
female faculty members.

In academic affairs, 20 percent 
of male faculty hold a distinguished 

title, while less than eight percent of 
female faculty do, Becker said.

“There’s this barrier that we’re not 
supposed to talk about money and 
talk about salaries,” Sue Estroff, a 
social medicine professor, said. “And 
in some ways, I think we’ve gotten 
innerve to seeing these differences 
on graphs.”

Becker also shared a 2019 study 
from UNC’s Committee on the Status 
of Women.

The study found that gender-
based salary disparities exist in every 
UNC school, with the exception of 
the School of Nursing and the then-
School of Media and Journalism. The 
largest gap between male and female 

salaries was found in the School of 
Medicine — at 39 percent.

When inclusively reviewed, all of 
the schools have a combined percent 
disparity of nearly 30 percent between 
male and female faculty salaries.

“We are a research university,” 
Ariana Vigil, a women’s and gender 
studies professor, said. “We study these 
things. I talk about these things with 
my students, and I would like us to be 
able to address them and respond to 
the research.”

Racial disparities

When average salaries were 
compared across race, faculty who are 
Hispanic, Native American or two 
or more races were found to make 
$30,754 less than white faculty 
members, and $43,235 less than 
Asian faculty members, Becker said 
at the Faculty Council meeting.

Additionally, about 18 percent 
of white faculty hold distinguished 
professorships in comparison to five 
percent of Black faculty and just above 
five percent of faculty who are Hispanic, 
Native American or two or more races.

“There have been several reports 
over the past decade — more — 
documenting this issue, so we know 
that it exists,” Vigil said. “And now we 
need action.”

Racial  dispari t ies  at  UNC 
transcend faculty salaries. After the 
UNC Board of Trustees’ initial failure

SEE PROFESSOR PAGE 8

SEE DANCE PAGE 3

By Lauren Lovitt
Staff Writer

elevate@dailytarheel.com

Misha Becker and her 
team found significant 
racial and gender gaps 
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University
GRANTS

Velez receives climate art award
Her film “Of the Air” 

was one of three projects 
nationwide to win 

By Natalie McCormick
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @nataliemcc212

As Alexa Velez puts it, her home 
state of Florida is the center of 
hurricanes, lightning storms and all 
kinds of environmental activities. 

Florida is where her passion 
for the environment began, said 
Velez, a multidisciplinary artist and 
digital lab manager for the UNC 
Department of Art and Art History. 

And through this passion, Velez 
recently earned the Frankenthaler 
Climate Art Award for her short film 
“Of the Air.” 

She and two other winners — 
Maurício Chades of the School of the 
Art Institute of Chicago and Douglas 
Tolman of the University of Utah — 
received the award. Each winner 
received a $15,000 grant for their 
respective projects. 

Velez’s project examines how 
humanity is both dependent on 
and disconnected from the natural 
world and environment. 

The short film, part of Velez’s 
thesis project for her Master of 
Fine Arts degree in visual arts at 
Washington University at St. Louis, 
was made in response to the planet’s 
climate crisis. 

F o r  “ O f  t h e  A i r ,”  Ve l e z 
choreographed a four-minute dance 
piece, which she described as a duet 
between herself and the breeze from 
the air conditioner in her kitchen. 

During her final semester of 
graduate school, Velez’s classes 
were remote due to COVID-19. 

Because of this, she felt it was only 
appropriate to film in her kitchen 
because that is where she came up 
with the idea.

She considers “Of the Air,” along 
with many of her other projects, 
to be $0 budget projects. Through 
the award’s funds, she can explore 
additional locations to film future 
projects, as well as the type of 
equipment she can use. 

Patricia Olynyk, the Florence 
and Frank Bush Professor of Art 
at Washington University, was one 
of the primary advisers on Velez’s 
thesis committee. 

“I think that it is unusual for a 
performance artist to be drawing 
from such a strong sort of sedition 
of dance in their work,” Olynyk said. 

DTH/TAYLOR NOCK
UNC Digital Lab Manager Alexa Velez, pictured on Tuesday, April 19, 2022,  is one of the winners of the 
Frankenthaler Foundation’s Climate Art award.

“There are a few artists doing that, 
but she’s really found this incredible, 
interstitial space between dance 
performance and performance art.”

Olynyk, after working with 
Velez for the two years she was in 
her graduate program, said the 
pandemic had very little effect on 
the creativity of Velez’s art. 

Working  as  a  mul t imedia 
technician at UNC, Velez oversees 
the digital lab and maintains 
equipment within the Department 
of Art and Art History. 

L i n d s a y  Fu l e n w i d e r,  t h e 
department business officer and 
manager in the Department of Art 
and Art History,  appointed Velez 
last year. She said the department 
was changing for the better. 

Velez  said she is  currently 
trying to figure out what her 
next project will be. She said the 
grant is encouraging to her future 
artistic endeavors, especially as a 
young artist. 

O l y ny k  s a i d  h e r  p r o g r a m 
at Washington University was 
incredibly fortunate to have Velez. 

“I think that graduate school 
can be challenging in a way that it’s 
difficult for the students to take on 
the challenges of a very very high 
level of critical inquiry as well as 
production, and I just have to say 
Alexa was always really clear on what 
her role was,” Olynyk said. “She was 
a model student.” 

Wake up to 
breaking news, 

happening events
 and a bit of daily humor

Delivered right to your inbox
 every school day!

Sign up at dailytarheel.com



ACCESSIBILITY

Chapel Hill residents raise parking concerns

DTH/SAMUEL LONG

Darice Johnson, a disabled veteran, poses for a portrait with an accessible parking sign on Tuesday, April 19.

Finding parking is 
difficult for those 

limited by cost or ability
By Samuel Long

Staff Writer
elevate@dailytarheel.com

Dance team performs new choreography in person
S e n i o r  B r i a n n a  L i ,  a 

choreographer, said this was her 
favorite performance.

“I choreographed the middle 
section of the piece mostly and I was 
really proud of the end result,” she 
said. “I really liked dancing it too, so 
it was something I really enjoyed.”

Shara He, a senior co-captain, 
said the pandemic challenged 
the group leaders to find ways to 
change the way the troupe was 
structured. This included having 
virtual tryouts,  practices and 
performances throughout the 
2020-2021 school year.

“Even though it was completely 

virtual we were trying to find ways 
that we could stay connected as a 
team,” she said.

Prior to “Dawn,” Chen said she 
had only performed live once during 
her first year at UNC.

A f t e r  a  y e a r  o f  v i r t u a l 
performances, members of the club 
were excited to perform in front 
of an in-person audience again. 
The biggest challenge the team 
encountered along the way was 
coordinating practice times.

S e n i o r  V i v i  Wa n g ,  a l s o  a 
co-captain of the team, said she 
returned home to China during 
the pandemic. 

“During COVID, I went back to 

China so there’s like a twelve hour 
time difference,” she said.

Other team members were 
studying abroad, Wang said, so 
figuring out what times everyone 
could meet virtually was a new 
challenge to navigate.

But the challenges brought on 
by the pandemic made this year of 
in-person performances even more 
special, He said.

“Having that year being virtual 
also made this year a lot memorable 
too just because we all got to 
experience again what a full year of 
being in-person or somewhat normal 
looks like,” He said.

‘Showcase our culture’

Looking to the future, Flying Silk 
hopes to continue performing on 
campus and beyond, and spreading 
awareness of Chinese culture to the 
larger community.

“I think it’s a really important 
club to have at UNC as well to kind 
of showcase our culture and our 
heritage and be able to share that 
with other people at UNC who 
either know about it, or who might 
not know about it and want to learn 
more about it,” Li said.

While the troupe’s mission is to 
educate community members about 
the diversity of Chinese culture, 

Chen said it also gives members the 
opportunity to immerse themselves 
in their own culture.

“This is also sort of something we 
do as well for the Chinese students 
who didn’t grow up with their own 
culture and for them to also be proud 
and be aware of how diverse and 
how beautiful our culture can be,” 
she said.

Wang said the bond she has 
formed with the other members 
has been the best part of her 
Flying Silk experience.

“This club gave me a sense of a 
family,” she said.

Continued from Page 1

Twitter: @dailytarheel

For disabled veteran Darice 
Johnson,  finding parking in 
downtown Chapel Hill can often be 
a challenge due to congestion on the 
small streets. 

Although accessible parking is 
available, heavy foot and car traffic 
typically crowd the downtown area. 
This causes Johnson to try and avoid 
downtown altogether. 

“It’s very stressful trying to drive 
and park in those areas — that whole 
10 block radius,” Johnson said. 

And while Chapel Hill residents 
know the struggle of  finding 
parking downtown, the issue is 
even greater for those limited by a 
disability or cost. 

Timothy Miles, the executive 
director for the Triangle Disability 
Awareness Council, said parking spaces 
in downtown Chapel Hill are limited 
and oftentimes do not provide easy 
access to the surrounding buildings. 
The influx of construction in the area 
has also exacerbated the problem. 

“That makes it very difficult to get 
in and out because it’s confusing — 
discouraging is a better word,” he said.

Even with the influx of new 
parking spaces being built throughout 
Franklin Street, Johnson said she 
hasn’t seen many new spaces built for 
those with disabilities. Consequently, 
those who use equipment may have 
to park in a less accessible area 
when trying to get to businesses and 
facilities, such as the post office. 

She said that parking decks 
around Chapel Hill aren’t as user-
friendly as they could be. Long 
distances between the entrances 
and exits of decks oftentimes make 
it harder for individuals who need 
equipment to access facilities.

“If there’s more parking for 
handicapped people on the sides of 
these buildings, that makes it more 
accessible to handicapped people 
— not having to go so far to try to 
park,” Johnson said. 

In 2010, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act Standards for 
Accessible Design was revised to 
include regulations for Titles II 
and III of the 1990 ADA. These 
standards set parameters for the 
number of accessible parking spaces 
in relation to the number of non-
accessible parking spaces.

ADA Standards also required 
accessible spaces to create the 
shortest possible route to the 
accessible entrance of the facility 
that they’re connected to. 

Dwight Bassett, the director of 
economic development and parking 

services for the Town of Chapel 
Hill, said that the Town is currently 
abiding by all state laws regarding 
ADA requirements.

“We’re going through an audit right 
now to make sure we’re currently up to 
standard with all that we do for ADA,” 
he said. “Generally those requirements 
are quite fair and reasonable from the 
standpoint of accessibility.”

Sarah Poulton, downtown special 
projects manager for the Town of 
Chapel Hill, said the audit is a part 
of the Town’s ADA Transition Plan. 
The plan seeks to identify factors 
that limit accessibility in Chapel 
Hill and make improvements in the 
identified areas.

Poulton said that while the transition 
plan includes studying issues related 
to parking, there are also a number 
of other factors to be considered, 
including facilities, sidewalks, 
crosswalks, programs and services.

“I really think we have the best 
team out there in the private sector 
helping us,” she said. “To do it right, 
it just takes time. That’s what we’re 
learning every day about this.”

Miles  said he bel ieves  i t ’s 
important to communicate with the 
disabled community when there are 
plans for redoing or reconstructing 
parking. He added he does not think 
that there has been enough action 

from the Chapel Hill government in 
regard to accessible parking.  

“They should always seek out 
organizations such as (the Triangle 
Disability Awareness Council) and 
whoever else will be using the area 
to see where spaces have been a 
problem to park for people with 
disabilities,” he said.

Financial barriers 

Parking accessibility also poses an 
issue for Chapel Hill residents and 
UNC students who must tackle the 
cost of parking in the area.  

The Town of Chapel Hill offers 
12 off-street parking locations, each 
of which cost $1.50 per hour from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. from Monday through 
Saturday. On-street parking costs 
$1.75 per hour from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

“The provision and construction of 
parking by the Town is something that 
has to compete with other priorities,” 
said Josh Mayo, transportation 
planner for the Town of Chapel Hill. 
“As such, it’s important to keep a 
competitive parking program that 
can pay for itself.”

Bassett said that parking services 
are meant to be self-sustaining — 
funds received are used to maintain 
the operation.

“Our parking fees are market-

based — we don’t arbitrarily set 
rates,” he said. “We try to do it 
for the benefit and the economic 
volatility of downtown.”

Reis Phillips, a store associate at 
Underground Printing and a senior 
at UNC, said she was frustrated with 
paid parking in Chapel Hill because 
it creates a financial barrier for those 
who are low-income.

“I do think sometimes people will 
just not come because they can’t pay 
the five or six dollars,” she said. 

In her own life, she typically must 
choose between paying for parking or 
using the bus system to get to work.

“Most students have to take jobs that 
are minimum wage or not salaried,” 
Phillips said. “If you have to pay to park, 
it’s always taken out of that. Already, 
you don’t make a ton of money.”

Taking the bus will sometimes 
result in Phillips showing up to 
work late, which she said is a poor 
reflection on her. She added that 
the cost of parking likely leads 
to some residents not visiting 
Franklin Street altogether. 

“We are the people who support 
this community and spend money 
here and live here — but we can’t 
afford to pay to park here,” she said.DTH FILE/NOUR ZARROUK

A car exits the Craige Deck parking garage on Monday, Sept. 28, 2020.
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CARRBORO

Poet laureate celebrates last year of tenure

DTH/ANGELINA KATSANIS
Fred Joiner poses for a portrait outside his family’s home in Carrboro on Saturday, April 16. He has been Carrboro’s 
poet laureate since 2019.

April is Poetry Month, 
and the Town has 

several events planned
By Sierra President

Staff Writer
elevate@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @sierrapresident

HISTORY, RACE AND A WAY FORWARD

Commission talks University land acknowledgement

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER

The Unsung Founders Memorial is located in McCorkle Place and was built to commemorate the enslaved men and 
women and their descendants who built the University.

Members of  the University 
Commission on History, Race, and 
a Way Forward discussed the UNC 
Land Acknowledgment project at 
their Monday meeting. 

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s s u e d  a 
proclamation in October that 
recognized that campus was built on 
the land of the Occaneechi, Shakori, 
Eno and Sissipahaw peoples, but an 
official land acknowledgment has 
not yet been received.

The University’s proclamation 
a l s o  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  s e c o n d 
Monday in October as Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day.

The commission spoke about the 
Barbee Cemetery and the Unsung 
Founders Memorial and provided 
updates  on  the  Un ive rs i t i e s 
Studying Slavery Symposium. 

According to co-chairperson 
Jim Leloudis, the commission is 
continuing to work with a variety 
of  stakeholders on the Land 
Acknowledgment project, which 
recognizes the land and sovereignty 
of Native American and Indigenous 
students, staff and members of the 
University community. 

 Leloudis  said that  he and 
co-chairperson Patricia Parker 
attended a meeting hosted by 
Vice President of the Carolina 
Indian Circle Zianne Richardson 
last week. 

“The primary takeaways from 
that meeting were (that) we heard 
a  s trong emphasis  on points 
that were made in the earlier 
conversat ion with  the  (Firs t 
Nations Graduate Circle),” he said, 

survey at the Barbee Cemetery. 
The cemeter y project  honors 
approximately 100 burial sites of 
enslaved people. Leloudis said that 
Lorie Clark, a Barbee descendent, 
and her family were recently 
given the opportunity to see a 
presentation of the technology’s 
newest findings. 

“If you look at the archeological 
s u r v e y  t h a t  w a s  d o n e ,  i t 
categorized likely burial  sites 
on the property in degrees of 
certainty,” Leloudis said. “And if 
you back out the sites that the 
archaeologists were least certain 
about, you end up with almost 
e xac t ly  the  same number  o f 
sites identified by the ground-
penetrating radar survey.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  P a r k e r ,  a 
presentation of the report will be 
discussed next Friday with the 

descendants of the families and 
University representatives.

Parker said that commission 
members will meet with Director of 
the N.C. African American Heritage 
C o m m i s s i o n  A n g e l a  T h o r p e 
to further discuss the Unsung 
Founders Memorial and frame 
community conversations. 

Parker hopes the conversation 
with Thorpe will center around 
building an African American 
heritage site and engaging the 
community and other designers in 
the design process. 

Parker also gave updates on 
the Universities Studying Slavery 
Spring 2022 Symposium that 
was hosted by Guilford College 
and Wake Forest University from 
March 30 to April 1.

 The Universities Studying 
Slavery consortium is dedicated 

to research, acknowledgment and 
atonement about institutional 
ties to enslavement, slave trade 
and enduring racism in university 
history and practice, according to 
their website.

According to Parker, UNC will 
be hosting the spring conference 
in 2023.

The University Commission 
on History,  Race,  and a Way 
Forward was founded in 2019 
to  engage  wi th  and  prov ide 
education on the University ’s 
history with race. The commission 
offers recommendations to the 
Chancellor  on reckoning and 
acknowledging the past. 

The next commission meeting will 
be held on May 23 from 3:30 p.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 

Updates were also given 
on the Barbee Cemetery 

radar survey 
By Emily Shih

Staff Writer
elevate@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dailytarheel

Elevate

The Town of Carrboro has been 
celebrating National Poetry Month 
throughout April.

Fred Joiner, who has been Carrboro’s 
poet laureate since 2019, has worked to 
advance poetry in the area.

“National Poetry Month is an 
important month to me because 
it’s a pause in the year, and it’s an 
invitation for us to think more deeply 
about who we are,” he said.

In an April 1 proclamation, Mayor 
Damon Seils declared April to be 
Poetry Month in the town.

“I encourage all residents to 
celebrate poetry and poets by reading, 
listening to, and sharing poems,” Seils 
wrote in the proclamation.

Joiner, who is in his final year as the 
town’s poet laureate, has been involved 
in poetry since middle school.

After exploring different forms of art, 
he eventually found his calling through 
his love for words and storytelling.

“From a young age, I was searching 
for what my medium would be,” Joiner 
said. “I tried painting, I tried playing 

instruments with a fair amount of 
success that you can have as a young 
person, but I think I’ve always liked 
language and liked stories.”

In 2019, Joiner was one of 13 people 
chosen to be a Laureate Fellow through 
the Academy of American Poets.

As the poet laureate, Joiner said the 
position gave him a chance to overcome 

self-doubt and help him feel worthy.
“On the personal level, it has made 

me feel accepted and it has made 
me feel seen and has validated me 
as someone who sees themself as a 
poet in the world,” Joiner said.

Gary Phillips, the Carrboro poet 
laureate who preceded Joiner, said 
he appreciates that Joiner chooses 

to highlight other poets in his work.
“Fred’s a generous and extraordinary 

poet,” Phillips said.
During his tenure, Joiner has 

also read poems at the beginning of 
Carrboro Town Council meetings.

Joiner said that during times such as 
Black History Month, Women’s History 
Month, LGBTQ+ Pride Month and 

National Hispanic Heritage Month, 
he read work that highlighted different 
underrepresented communities.

To celebrate Carrboro Poetry 
Month, he plans to invite Carrboro 
Poets Council members to deliver 
poems during the council’s April 19 
and 26 meetings.

Carrboro plans to host a few events 
to celebrate Poetry Month. On April 
25, there will be a free “Poetry on Your 
Plate” event at the Century Center from 
6 to 8 p.m. for those s16 years and older.

During this event, residents can 
either bring their own meal or eat 
snacks provided by the Carrboro 
Recreation Department while they 
listen to poets read their work.

Poetry isn’t just celebrated in April 
though — Carrboro plans to host 
poetry events throughout the year.

For Carrboro Day 2022 on May 
1, there will be a free “Poetry in 
the Round” event inside the Town 
Council chambers from 2 to 4 p.m.

Gideon Young, a member of the 
Carrboro Poets Council, said this event 
will be like an open mic night but for 
poetry. Attendees can share some 
poems or just listen to others.

“I think poetry allows us a place to 
question and to wonder and a place 
to share those questions and share 
that wonder,” Young said. 

“And that was to remind us of the 
importance, in this part of our 
work and in the document that we 
produce, to acknowledge this story 
is one that involves not only the 
past, but the present.”

Leloudis also said that students 
have voiced the importance of the 
University taking responsibility 
to teach local and UNC history in 
regards to the land acknowledgment. 

Parker  said that  there  was 
a  c a l l  f r o m  s t u d e n t s  f o r  a 
phys ica l  marker  o f  the  land 
acknowledgment on campus. 

“Maybe part of that other work 
is having a place to go and reflect 
on the history of the land and 
the meanings that we’re trying to 
excavate in terms of the meaning of 
that history and the disposition of 
the land,” Parker said. 

Members of  the committee 
discussed having the physical 
marker near the Old Well or near 
the quad. However the decision 
would not be made until a new 
director of the American Indian 
Center is appointed.

Right now, Parker said the 
commission is focused on having 
community conversations and 
drafting the language of the land 
acknowledgment. The draft will 
be shared with the new center 
director and the director of the 
N.C. Commission of Indian Affairs, 
she said. 

“The land acknowledgment, 
the way I’ve used it and the way 
I understand it as I’ve thought 
about  i t  in  my own work,  is 
real ly  a  s tar t ing place  — an 
acknowledgment of historical 
injust ice  to  be  able  to  move 
forward, rather than a simple sort 
of commemoration,” Dr. Giselle 
Corbie, a Kenan Distinguished 
professor of social medicine, said. 

Leloudis gave an update on 
the ground-penetrating radar 

“The land acknowledgment, the way I’ve used it and 
the way I understand it as I’ve thought about it in my 

own work, is really a starting place — an acknowl-
edgment of historical injustice to be able to move for-
ward, rather than a simple sort of commemoration.” 

Dr. Giselle Corbie
a Kenan Distinguished professor of social medicine
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Hip Hop South festival comes to Chapel Hill

DTH/CHASE COFIELD

Artists and performers from 
North Carolina and other states in 
the South will gather this weekend 
in Chapel Hill for Hip Hop South, 
a celebration of the region’s unique 
artistic styles. 

Starting April 22, the festival will 
include two nights of live music at 
several venues, including Cat’s Cradle. 
There will also be a virtual lecture on 
sneaker culture, an exhibition of hip-
hop scholarship and a public mural.

Among the co-curators of the 
festival are two Harvard Nasir Jones 
Hip Hop Fellows, Christopher 
Massenburg (also known as Dasan 
Ahanu), an adjunct professor at UNC 
and Regina Bradley, a professor at 
Kennesaw State University.

Carolina Performing Arts is 
sponsoring the event as part of 
Southern Futures: a project aimed 
at redefining the South from within, 
focusing on the arts and humanities.

“It’s an initiative that is designed 
to meet this moment of change, of 
social justice, and everything that 
has happened in the past few years,” 
said Jane O’Hara, associate director 
of marketing and communications 
at CPA. 

While the hip-hop genre is 
often dominated by artists from 
the Northeast and the West Coast, 
Massenburg said, the curators want 
to exhibit Southern hip-hop and the 
culture that surrounds it. 

“It’s not just the drum and the 

hi-hat,” Massenburg said. 
Since hip-hop traditionally samples 

from other music genres, the South has 
different sources of inspiration than 
other parts of the country, he said. 

“It’s gospel music, it’s the blues, it’s 
jazz and then it’s also the bass of hip-
hop,” Massenburg said. 

O’Hara said there will be a broad 
range of Southern hip-hop styles 
featured at the event, including 
popular artists like Big Boi and 
Rapsody, as well as lesser-known 
artists from the region.

The curators are working to ensure 
the festival represents North Carolina’s 
hip-hop scene. Two of Friday’s opening 
acts, Rapsody and Shirlette Ammons, 
grew up in the state.

“It’s a great way to kick off the 
inaugural festival, to be able to say, 
‘This is what we have here in North 
Carolina,’” Massenburg said. 

Though the festival is centered 
on hip-hop, it will also explore 
the surrounding culture through 
discussions, scholarship and other 
artistic mediums beyond main stage 
performances, CPA Associate Director 
of Engagement Amanda Graham said.

“This is an opportunity to really 
think about the fabric of the place 
where we live,” she said. 

As part of the event, Bradley will 
present research on Southern hip-
hop, Graham said. 

Bradley’s collection includes 
work by veteran journalists and oral 
historians on the significance of 
regional contributions to hip-hop, 
according to the event website. 

“To bring Regina’s voice to UNC-
Chapel Hill is a really special thing,” 
Graham said.

The event will include 
two nights of live music 
at several local venues

By Gabriel Morrison
Staff Writer

elevate@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dailytarheel

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

IDEA Action grant funds seven new projects

DTH/NATALIE PEOPLES
University Libraries’ IDEA Action grant program provides funding to support inclusion, diversity, equity and 
accessibility efforts.

In March, University Libraries 
announced funding for seven projects 
through its internal inclusion, 
diversity, equity and accessibility, or 
IDEA, Action Grant program.

This is the second round of IDEA 
projects funded through the program. 
The first round, announced in March 
2021, funded eight projects.

The IDEA Action Grant program 
was set up to invest $250,000 over two 
years with the purpose of empowering 
University Libraries employees to 
“propose and implement inclusive 
and anti-racist practices in all areas of 
library operations,” according to the 
recent announcement.

The program was formed after a 
call-to-action in the summer of 2020, 
Monica Figueroa, interim librarian for 
inclusive excellence, said.

“I don’t think that any other 
academic library is doing this type 
of work and providing this type of 
financial support in the same way 
that we are at Carolina,” she said. “And 
so it really does elevate and deepen 
the commitment to reckoning, the 
commitment to diversity, equity, 
inclusion, accessibility, when there is 
actual dollar amounts behind projects.”

University Librarian Elaine L. 
Westbrooks — who launched the 
program — wanted to find a way 
to empower library staff to propose 
projects that center and bring 
forward diversity, equity, inclusion 
and accessibility efforts within the 
organization, Figueroa said.

“We want everyone to feel like they 
can be successful, and that means 
providing access to the resources and 

the information that people need,” 
Figueroa said.

Westbrooks launched the grant 
program as part of University Libraries’ 
Reckoning Initiative, a call to action 
to advance DEI and antiracism work 
within the library system.

The seven new projects supported 
by the grant program this year will 
advance social justice, anti-racist 
work and diversity, equity, inclusion 
and accessibility work, Kristan 
Shawgo, chairperson of the IDEA 
Action committee, said.

One of the newly announced 
projects is the OverDrive ebook and 
audiobook expansion project which 
will implement more diverse voices 
in audiobooks by increasing the use 
of Latinx voices in recordings, as well 
as digitizing stories with characters 
from minority groups. The project will 
expand upon the AfroLatinx Authors 
& Stories collection.

Another project is the Front Page 
digitization project.

The North Carolina Digital 
He r i tage  C e nter  i s  w ork i ng 
on digitizing newspapers that 
highlight stories about Black North 
Carolinians. Two newspapers that 
will become accessible through this 
initiative are the Star of Zion, one 
of the oldest black newspapers in 
North Carolina, and the Front Page, 
a Raleigh-Based LGBTQ newsletter.

“Both of these efforts were used to 
make these voices available, not only 
to UNC-Chapel Hill’s campus, but 
they’re available to everyone,” Shawgo 
said. “So this is helping us also serve 
our mission as a public institution and 
a library for the state.”

Funds from the grant program 
were also used to pay the community 
reviewers to provide feedback on the 
Black and Blue Tour website, University 
Archivist Nicholas Graham said.

Created in 2001, the Black 
and Blue Tour is a walking tour 
for participants to learn about 

the histories of slavery, racism, 
memorialization and activism in 
Chapel Hill and at the University.

Graham said the website was 
updated to include information about 
the first Black students at UNC as well 
as activism led by Black students.

“We didn’t want it to be something 
just for us,” Graham said. “We wanted 
it to be meaningful, accessible and 
accurate according to the people that 
would read it, use it and according to 
some of the people who lived through 
this history.”

The grant was created 
invest in employee-

created anti-racist projects
By Eileen Foster

Staff Writer
elevate@dailytarheel.com

Graham said that the walking tour 
is substantially better with the input 
of the community.

Another project is the conscious 
editing guide which will be a guide on 
the practices the Conscious Editing 
Steering Committee have developed 
as they have remediated the finding 
aids for archival collections. The 
guide is a project that will continue 
long after the grant, Judy Panitch, 
director of University Library 
Communications, said.

Some projects are still in the 

ideation phase, such as the IDEA 
Podcast which will highlight the 
program’s work, Panitch said.

The podcast aims to highlight the 
various projects and programs to be 
shared with a wider audience.

“ This  program was a  real 
opportunity for us to move away 
from simply learning, simply talking 
about the importance of this work 
to actually going into action for this 
work,” Shawgo said. 

“I don’t think that any other academic library is doing this type of work and 
providing this type of financial support in the same way that we are at Carolina.” 

Monica Figueroa
Interim librarian for inclusive excellence

Twitter: @dailytarheel

DTH/CHASE COFIELD

Above and left: Local 
artist Artie Barksdale 
works on a mural located 
on 108 Henderson St. 
for the upcoming Hip-
Hop South Festival on 
Tuesday, April 19, 2022. 
The festival takes place 
on April 22 and April 23 
in venues around Chapel 
Hill and Carrboro.
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HEALTH AND SAFETY

Breaking down this spring’s COVID-19 data

DTH/CAROLINE BITTENBENDER
A mask lies in a puddle in front of the Student Stores Building in January.

UNC senior Ellie Crowther-Dias 
said she tested positive for COVID-
19 on April 6.

She believes she contracted the 
virus after rushing Franklin Street to 
celebrate UNC’s victory over Duke 
in the NCAA Men’s Basketball Final 
Four the previous Saturday.

“The one time I did not take a 
precaution, it was when I was rushing 
Franklin Street with 35,000 other 
people,” Crowther-Dias said. “And that 
was the one time I got COVID.”

UNC lifted its mask mandate 
for most indoor spaces, including 
classrooms, beginning March 7.

Through the end of March, 
UNC’s reported positive cases 
shown on its COVID-19 dashboard 
remained consistently low. Thirteen 
students tested positive on March 
11, according to the dashboard — 
the highest number of daily student 
cases that month.

The last full update to the 
dashboard, which had been in place 
since 2020,  was on April 1, and the 
University announced the change in 
updates in an April 6 formal notice.

Crowther-Dias said she was not 
happy that the University indoor 
mask mandate was lifted last month.

“I can completely relate to people 
who say it’s annoying, they don’t want 
to do it anymore,” she said. However, 
the other side of that, getting COVID 
or making other people ill is so much 
worse than being inconvenienced by 
a little bit of fabric.”

The mask mandate was lifted 
following guidance from the UNC 
System and the Orange County 
Health Department. According to 
the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, the county was no 
longer in the high-risk category.

After the campus mask mandate 
was lifted, the University implemented 
other changes in response to recent 
COVID-19 data trends. 

Other changes include reduced 
hours through the Carolina Together 
Testing Program, which were made 
effective on March 14.

A possible resurgence 

Justin Lessler, a professor in the 
Gillings School of Global Public 
Health’s Department of Epidemiology, 
has been involved with COVID-19 
research since January 2020.

Lessler was one of the authors 
on the Jan. 4 planning brief put 
together by UNC researchers, 
including epidemiologists Jessie 
Edwards andAudrey Pettifor, and 
assistant geography professor and 
Carolina Population Center fellow 
Paul Delamater.

The brief projected that campus 
infections would peak two to three 
weeks into the spring semester, with 
850 to 1,650 infections per day.

UNC reported 838 positive cases 
among students during the week 
ending on Jan. 9 on the dashboard. 
That week, the one-day student case 
record was 185 positive tests. That 
daily positive case record climbed 
to a total of 240 students by Jan. 19 
before trending downward.

National and local COVID-19 
trends have declined throughout the 
spring, Lessler said, up until recently. 

“We’re starting to see a bit of a 
resurgence, which I think has to do 
with both the impact of the BA.2 
variant, and a pretty big effect of 
behavior change as mask mandates 
become less prevalent,” Lessler said.

For the week ending April 9, the 
N.C. Department of Health and 
Human Services reported 323 cases 
for Orange County, more than double 
from the previous week’s report of 111. 

Positive cases remained 
consistently low until 

the end of March
By Layna Hong

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @laynanhong

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Resource center offers award to student veterans

The Carolina Veterans Resource 
Center is  offering Boot Print 
to Heel Print Summer Bridge 
Awards to students at UNC with 

military backgrounds. Summer 
2022 applications are open to any 
veteran undergraduates, graduates 
and professional school students.

The award was created to 
supplement student income over 
the summer while they work on 
individual studies.

The award is funded in part by 
the Kozmetsky Family Foundation 
— there are 10 $2,500 need-based 
awards  avai lable .  The award 
is intended to be a resource to 
military-affiliated students on 
campus and help them connect 
with peers.

Rob Palermo, program director 
for the Carolina Veterans Resource 
Center, spoke about some of the 
criteria students need to apply for 
Boot Print to Heel Print.

“We’re going to be looking at 
basically need-based criteria and 
what the student is planning to 
do with the award,” Palermo said. 
“We’re asking them to essentially tell 
us how this is going to further their 
success and thriving in Carolina.”

The award is not a scholarship, 
Palermo said, but applicants must 
be in good academic standing 
and making progress  toward 
their degree. He also said that 
the awards are meant to act as a 
helping hand to students who are 
taking summer classes.

The awards will supplement 
students’ summer income and allow 
them to focus on their studies, 
Palermo said.

Dean of  Students  Des irée 
Rieckenberg said that students are 
not limited to using the award for 
supplemental income.

“I think one of the really cool 
things about this opportunity too is 
it could also help students who have 
had a need or want to participate in 
unpaid internships or other types of 
experiences,” she said.

She also said that  because 
of student veteran status and 
lack of funding, some students 
are not otherwise able to access 
experiences such as these.

For Rieckenberg, Boot Print 
to Heel Print is a way to show 
the University’s appreciation for 
the student veteran population 
on campus.

“This award is the means to 
be able to extend and show our 
support for our student veterans 
in a way that emphasizes our 
commitment to retention and 
student success throughout your 
first year and beyond until you 
graduate,” she said.

James Chavez, a graduate of 
UNC and a student veteran, said 
he had a positive experience at 
the Boot Print to Heel Print New 
Student Orientation.

DTH/DYLAN THIESSEN
The American flag flaps over the ROTC Armory on Tuesday, March 19.

New student veterans attend the 
orientation when they first arrive at 
the University.

“Honestly, it was phenomenal,” 
Chavez said. “I made so many friends 
and friends that I still talk to to this 
day. Friends that have gone before 
me that our alumni still talk to, 
and even current students, which is 
pretty nice.”

Chavez said that there was 
a certain sense of community 
and that the CVRC provided a 
safe space for him and for other 
student veterans.

“It was a place where we can just 
get together, hang out, talk about, 
you know, whatever,” Chavez said. 
“Talk about our experience in the 
military, our experiences that 
we’re going through at Carolina. 
It kind of it really did like bring 
us together.”

The deadline to apply for one of 
the 2022 Boot Print to Heel Print 
Summer Bridge Awards is on April 
27 at 5 p.m.

By Harrison Gummel
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

“We’re asking them to essentially tell us how this is 
going to further their success and thriving in Carolina.” 

Rob Palermo
Carolina Veterans Resources Center program director

The BA.2 variant, a subvariant of 
omicron, currently dominates global 
case numbers. Compared to other 
strains, vaccines are less effective 
against the BA.2 variant, and it 
has been shown to be connected to 
recent surges in other countries.

Safety strategies

T h e  C D C  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r 
community COVID-19 safety 
are now focused on analyzing 
hospitalization numbers, as opposed 
to test count and positivity rate.

Lessler said this decision is 
justified for two reasons: Community 
testing has shifted to at-home or 
clinician’s offices with a focus on 
rapid testing, and the severity of 
infection waves has decreased as 

populations build immunity. 
“It makes sense to really focus on 

the hospitalizations and the severe 
outcomes, because we don’t want to 
be shutting everything down based 
on what is essentially a wave of mild 
illness,” he said.

Lessler said that while events like 
students rushing Franklin Street can 
contribute to the spread of COVID-
19, they are not the only factor. 

“I think that those things can be 
seeding events, but I do think it’s more 
maintained behavior that is likely to 
keep the epidemic going,” he said. 

In the case of a resurgence, 
Lessler said, he hopes the University 
would be willing to reinstate some 
of its safety policies that helped 
keep community members safe in 
previous semesters. 

Media Relations said in an email 
that UNC determines its community 
standards based on the UNC System, 
state and local guidelines. 

“We are continuously monitoring 
local conditions and will continue to 
consult with system leadership and 
local health leaders in determining 
additional changes,” the email read. 

As an epidemiologist, Lessler said, 
he is mainly concerned with the spread 
of the disease, but he recognizes that 
the county and University have various 
priorities they have to balance. 

“Caution doesn’t have to be 
mandated,” Lessler said. “As we see 
cases rise, I think people should be 
considering their safety and those 
around them and being a little bit 
more cautious in the coming weeks.”

Twitter: @dailytarheel
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ARTS EVERYWHERE

Sanchez wins grant for documentary project

DTH/RENATA SCHMIDT
Alex M. Sanchez, 29, poses in front of Carroll Hall on Tuesday, April 19. “Our country is made up of immigrants,” 
Sanchez said, “and I’m excited to see my aunt and my mom tell their story.”

Alex M. Sanchez’s life has lead her 
all over the world.

She is one of three recipients of 
Arts Everywhere’s 2022 Student 
Arts Innovation Grant, which 
provides $1,000 to individuals – or 
$3,000 to groups — to applicants 
who demonstrate cross-disciplinary 

creative ideas. 
“The committee that reviewed the 

projects this year, were just really 
impressed with Alex’s concept — 
that it was for a class project, but 
also a passion project for her,” said 
Arts Everywhere Associate Director 
Kathryn Wagner. 

At 29, Sanchez has lived in parts 
of southeast Asia and the Middle 
East, Florida, Iceland, Peru, Costa 
Rica, New Orleans and beyond. 

Her current stop is Chapel Hill, 
where she is a first-year master’s 
student at the UNC Hussman School 
of Journalism and Media. 

Sanchez has spent her years around 

the world as a photojournalism 
student, documentary editor and 
travel company employee. She also 
worked as a nonprofit employee that 
supported young adults, a translator 
for journalists and a transcriptionist 
for a documentary production 
company, among other titles.

But Sanchez said she believes none 
of it would have been possible if it 
weren’t for the sacrifices of her family, 
who have an immigrant background.

Sanchez plans to  take the 
experiences of her family and bring 
them to life in her documentary film 
“A Visual Anthology of Me.” 

“’A Visual Anthology of Me’ is 

like, ‘Okay — this is the reason why 
I was able to be here, grow up in the 
United States, have documentation, 
have the ability to go to higher 
education,’” Sanchez said. 

Wagner said the purpose of the 
grant is to help students like Sanchez 
turn their project aspirations into a 
reality in a creative way.

“ T h a t  c h a n c e  t o  k i n d  o f 
share perspectives, I think is so 
important as a community, but 
also as individuals — that we find 
a place of greater understanding,” 
Wagner said.

The other two recipients of the 
grant are future creator of “The 
Globalist” Catherine Haas, and 
future creator of “Sensing Bodies in 
Common” Daniel Dilliplane.

Sanchez said that her mother 
and maternal aunt, Dina Jacks, 
accompanied by her paternal 
grandmother and great-grandmother, 
are the inspirations for her project. 

Her mother and aunt are originally 
from Nicaragua, but emigrated to 
Mexico in their early twenties to 
escape political turmoil during the 
Nicaraguan Revolution, a decades-
long effort aimed at liberating the 
country from U.S. imperialism and 
the Somoza dictatorship in power at 
the time. 

They eventually moved to the 
United States.

On the other side of her family, 
Sanchez said her paternal grandmother 

and great-grandmother were forced 
out of France due to their Jewish faith 
during World War II. 

Sanchez believes her family 
history has shaped her into the 
person she is today.

“What I really want to do with 
the larger piece is to parallel (my 
mother’s) forced migration with 
my grandmother and my great-
grandmother’s forced migration 
out of France after World War II,” 
Sanchez said. 

She hopes to incorporate recorded 
interviews and archival footage 
such as old photographs into her 
documentary. She also plans to 
include stop-motion animation to 
portray her mother and aunt’s journey 
across the Mexican border into the 
U.S. southern border in Texas.

Sanchez wants to present her 
film on campus and host a panel 
discussion about race and migration 
with immigration and refugee 
specialists in the fall.  

She hopes to shed light on both 
the hardships and different shapes 
of the immigrant experience.

“I wanted to tell this story because 
I think it’s an incredibly nuanced 
issue,” Sanchez said. “People have 
to make these really hard decisions, 
and figuring out what’s the best thing 
for their future generations. And so I 
wanted to tell that story.”

“People have to make these really hard decisions, and 
figuring out what’s the best thing for their future gen-

erations. And so I wanted to tell that story.” 
Alex M. Sanchez

UNC graduate student

The film will be about 
Sanchez’s family’s 

immigration to the U.S.
By Adele Morris

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @adelepmorris17
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and the 1957 UNC National Championship basketball team.

Sarah Martin is a sophomore Global Studies 
and History double major from Charlotte, NC. 
She loves to read and is inspired by the poems 

of Chuuya Nakahara and Sylvia Plath. In her 
free time, Sarah likes to spend time with her 

cat and dog, Sweetheart and Peppy.

Who will I become tonight?  

Long nights alone in the dark,
Mornings waking up with the imagined 
Taste of you fresh on my tongue. 
Feverish, clammy skin, thrashing in 
Blankets that stick to you, get them away! 
Shake off the phantom weight 
Of your eyes with a shot of espresso. 
 
Before you come over for a cigarette, 
I fall to my hands and knees for hours, 
Scrub every corner of my apartment, 
Squirrel away my dirty socks, 
Sanitize the humanity from the air. 
Shower to wash away the smell of Lysol, 
To hide the fact that this doesn’t come naturally. 
When we talk, we play poker, and 
I always give away my hand. 
 
The morning you left, 
I drove to our local convenience store 
And bought myself 
The tube of deodorant 
I found on your nightstand. 
I’ll rub it into my sweaters and 
Pretend the warmth around my shoulders  
Comes from your arms. 
I say three words for every thousand I think, 
But I make sure they’re the ones you want to hear.

By Sarah Martin 
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NOTICE OF ELECTION
ORANGE COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA

A primary election will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2022 in Orange County for qualified voters to 
vote in Federal, State, and County contests as well as an election for Orange County School Board 
and Town Council for the municipality of Carrboro. 
Polls will be open from 6:30 am to 7:30 pm on the day of the election, Tuesday, 
May 17, 2022. Photo ID is not required.
One-stop early voting will be open from Thursday, April 28, 2022 and ends Saturday, May 14, 
2022. One-stop early voting will be held:

Sites:
Orange Works at Hillsborough Commons (in lieu of BOE office): 113 Mayo St, Hillsborough

Carrboro Town Hall Complex: 108 Bim St, Carrboro
Chapel of the Cross: 304 E Franklin St, Chapel Hill
Efland Ruritan Club: 3009 Forrest Avenue, Efland

Seymour Senior Center: 2551 Homestead Rd, Chapel Hill
*All sites are open the same dates and hours*

Dates Hours
Thursday – Friday, April 28 – 29 .........................8 am –  7:30 pm 
Saturday, April 30 ................................................CLOSED
Sunday, May 1 .....................................................12 pm – 4 pm
Monday – Friday, May 2 – 6 ................................8 am –  7:30 pm
Saturday, May 7 ..................................................8 am – 3 pm
Sunday, May 8 .....................................................CLOSED 
Monday – Friday, May 9 – 13 ..............................8 am –  7:30 pm
Saturday, May 14 ................................................8 am – 3 pm

Absentee voting by-mail is available by March 28, 2022. Requests for an absentee ballot must be 
made on an absentee request form and must be received in the Orange County Board of Elections 
office by 5 pm on Tuesday, May 10, 2022. Completed request forms may only be returned in-person 
to the Orange County Board of Elections office by the voter, the voter’s near relative or verifiable 
legal guardian, or by a Multipartisan Assistance Team, or delivered by the U.S. Postal Service or 
designated delivery service (DHL, FedEx, or UPS). Absentee voting requires the voter to complete 
an application on the return envelope that must be witnessed by two qualified persons or a notary 
public. Completed absentee ballots must be returned to the Orange County Board of Elections on 
or before 5 pm on Election Day (ballots received by mail after this time will be timely if received 
within three business days and postmarked by Election Day). Voters may receive assistance voting 
a mail-in absentee ballot from a qualified person of their choice. If the voter lives in a facility such 
as a nursing home, and the voter’s near relative or legal guardian is not available, the voter or 
the facility can arrange to have the county board of elections schedule a visit by a Multipartisan 
Assistance Team to provide assistance and serve as witnesses. 
Voters voting in person are entitled to assistance by an election official, or, if assistance is needed 
due to disability or illiteracy, by a qualified person of their choice. Voting sites are accessible to all 
voters. Curbside voting is available for voters who are not able to enter voting sites.  
The Board will hold absentee meetings at 5pm on April 12, April 19, April 26, May 3, May 10, and 
May 16, 2022. The Board will begin the absentee count at 2 pm on May 17, 2022. A pre-canvass and 
supplemental absentee meeting will be held at 5pm on May 26, 2022. Canvass will be held at 11 
am on May 27, 2022. All meetings will be held at the Orange County Board of Elections office at 208 
S. Cameron St, Hillsborough.
In the primary election, voters will select nominees for a political party to move on to the November 
8, 2022 general election. Contests on the ballot include U.S. Senate, U.S. House of Representatives, 
N.C. General Assembly, state judges, district attorney, and county offices. In primaries, voters 
affiliated with a political party will be given a ballot of candidates for their party. Unaffiliated voters 
may choose the ballot of candidates for any party primary.
Registered voters who live within the boundaries of the Orange County School district may vote 
in the Orange County School Board election. Registered voters who live within the boundaries of 
the Town of Carrboro may vote in the Special Election to fill a vacancy on Town Council. These 
nonpartisan contests will appear on the same ballot as the statewide primary contests above. 
Unaffiliated voters not wishing to vote in a party primary and those registered with the Libertarian 
Party may receive a nonpartisan ballot containing the race the voter is districted for. 
All persons who live in Orange County Board of Elections may vote in this election. Persons who are 
not already registered to vote in the county must register by Friday, April 22, 2022 to vote in this 
election. Voters who wish to change party affiliation must do so by the April 22 deadline. Voters who 
are not registered in the county by that deadline may still register and vote during one-stop early 
voting only and will be required to provide documentation of their identity and residence. Voters 
who fail to timely make a change in name or address in the county must update the information 
when presenting to vote, and may be required to vote a provisional ballot.     
Persons with questions about registration, polling places, early voting, absentee ballots, a 
Multipartisan Assistance Team visit to a facility, or other election matters may call the Orange 
County Board of Elections Office at 919-245-2350.

Please be advised of the following precinct change:
The Lion’s Club precinct has been merged with the surrounding Carrboro, Owasa, and Town Hall precincts.

Please be advised of the following Election Day voting location changes:

Hillsborough North:
formerly known as Cameron Park
(same location since Nov 2020)

Orange County Middle School Auditorium
308 Orange High School Rd, 
Hillsborough, NC 27278

Cedar Falls:
(same location 
since Nov 2021)

Glenwood:
(same location 
since Nov 2021)

Town Hall:
(same location 
since Nov 2021)

Eastside:
(same location since 
Nov 2020)

Hogan Farms:
(same location since 
Nov 2020)

Weaver Dairy:
(same location since 
Nov 2020)

Ephesus Elementary School
1495 Ephesus Church Rd.
Chapel Hill, NC 27517

Morris Grove Elementary School
215 Eubanks Rd.
Chapel Hill, NC 27516

Seymour Senior Center 
2551 Homestead Rd 
Chapel Hill, NC 27516

East Chapel Hill High School
500 Weaver Dairy Rd.
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Rashkis Elementary School
601 Meadowmont Ln.
Chapel Hill, NC 27917

Town Hall Complex 
(behind Town Halll)
108 Bim St.
Carrboro, NC 27510
ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
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University

Data science school to open this fall
The decision follows years of student interest

DTH/REBECCA DU
Shara He, the president of the Carolina Analytics Data Science Club, works 
on her data science project on Tuesday, April 19.

While data science is typically 
viewed as a STEM field, first-
year and undergraduate learning 
assistant Ethan Delves sees art 
within the numbers.

“It deals with our perceptions of 
the world, which inherently comes 
with an ethical angle and a practical 
angle,” Delves said. “I kind of think 
of it almost like a vision company, 
or someone who’s making glasses. 
There’s an art to helping people see 
things properly and see things as 
accurately as they can.”

After years of student interest, 
UNC has decided to open the School 
of Data Science and Society, which is 
projected to fully launch in fall 2022.

The new addition plans to unite 
current data science research and 
resources at UNC to give students 
an opportunity to pursue a degree in 
data science.

“Over the years, we’ve had lots of 
students asking for undergraduate 
and master’s programs in data 
science,” Jay Aikat, computer science 
research associate professor, said. 
“And some of them have actually 
been putting courses together across 
computer science and STOR and 
other disciplines trying to make up 
their own sort of degrees as they’re 
going, so this is in really high demand 
from the students.”

Aikat, alongside Joe Canady, 
assistant dean of finance in the Kenan-
Flagler Business School, spearheaded 
plans starting two years ago, at the 
request of then-Provost Bob Blouin.

According to UNC, Aikat has 
served on almost every committee 
for establishing the school.

Current Provost Chris Clemens 
was also a part of the faculty 
planning committees.

He said UNC has strengths in data 
science throughout its curriculum, 
but is still lacking in some areas.

“We don’t have an integrated 
curriculum. We have courses that 
sometimes fit together,” Clemens 
said. “So, what the school will be 
able to do is make an integrated 
course of study that both connects 
to the applications of data science in 
the college or in the school of public 
health, but also gives a degree in 
data science.”

Despite the lack of an official school, 
there are already groups across campus 
participating in research concerning 
data science, Aikat said.

Though the School of Data Science 
and Society’s main focus will be data 
science and collection, it will also 
expand to more horizons, Clemens 
said. He added that the “society” in 
the name references some of the other 
areas the school will cover.

Courses will teach the societal 
applications of data science — 
from applied research to specific 
industries — while also exploring 
questions about how data science 
impacts society.

“What are the ethics of collecting 
so much data?” Clemens said. “And 
how does it intersect with our society 
and our values? And that’s going to 
be a large part of this school.”

He said that the inclusion of “society” 
in the name is important because 
students need the skills to understand 

both data about society and the ethics 
around data collection.

“Part of the art that I think 
Chapel Hill could really sort of 
harp on is developing thinkers that 
know how to determine what’s fair, 
what’s accurate, what’s equitable 
in any given situation,” Delves 
said. “And make sure that the way 
we’re seeing the world and the 
way we’re interpreting the world 
through our data information, our 

representations of that data, match 
those perceptions of accuracy.”

Aikat said UNC’s strengths in 
STEM fields will make this new school 
an especially powerful resource.

“If we do this right, we could 
really set ourselves apart in how we 
define data science and society at 
Carolina,” she said. “We could be a 
world leader.”

By Aisha Baiocchi
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @_aishabee_

Professor 
presents 
findings 

on salaries
Continued from Page 1

to grant tenure to journalist Nikole 
Hannah-Jones, many faculty of color 
decided to leave the University, citing 
problems with treatment, retention 
and representation.

To begin making faculty salaries 
more equitable, Becker suggests that 
the University focus on three priorities: 
attention, analysis and accountability.

Along with the collaboration at 
all levels of faculty, Becker suggests 
implementing a committee that is 
dedicated to accomplishing both 
short- and long-term goals.

These goals, she said, can be achieved 
through reviewing annual salary equity 
analyses, investigating salaries within 
specific departments, updating UNC 
on any progress and more.

The dedication to attention and 
analysis should also be met with 
internal and external accountability, 
Becker told the Faculty Council.

“Department chairs have to be 
accountable to their deans, and deans 
have to be accountable to the provost 
and to the chancellor,” she said.

Becker’s presentation on faculty 
salary equity is available to the public 
and has been shared with current 
faculty during meetings over the past 
two months.

“You have to realize that the situation 
is bad when a faculty committee has to 
point this out in a public space,” Aikat 
said. “I mean this is terrible.”

Twitter: @livvreilly
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GYMNASTICS

UNC commentator pursues love for sport

Fif teen-year-old  Chris t ina 
Chauvenet glared at the vault with 
intent. After balking more times 
than she would like to admit, she 
remembered her task: open her right 
hand, get it on the table and push down.

With that, she sprinted as fast as 
she could towards the vault, pried 
open her chalked-up fingers and 
made contact with the table.

Whether it was Chauvenet’s 
effort or her coach assisting her 
over the vault, she experienced the 
long-awaited feeling of her sport, 
something that her gymnast friends 
without disabilities had gushed about 
since they were in Level 1.

She was flying.
Chauvenet was born with spastic 

hemiplegic cerebral palsy that affects 
the right side of her body. 

Growing up, Chauvenet said she 
knew she would never become a 
Division-I gymnast like some of the 
athletes she trained with.

But equipped with an in-depth 
knowledge of gymnastics and a passion 
for educating others, Chauvenet took 
on a different challenge years later — 
this time, from behind the media table 

as a UNC gymnastics commentator.
At just 6 years old, an awestruck 

Chauvenet watched Shannon Miller 
and Dominique Dawes compete in the 
1992 Summer Olympics.

Following the 1996 Summer Games, 
she memorized all of the Magnificent 
Seven’s routines from her VHS tape.

After a few years of physical therapy, 
Chauvenet’s medical staff and parents 
finally allowed her to participate in the 
sport at age 10. However, her limited 
mobility made skills in lower levels of 
gymnastics difficult to complete.

As a 14-year-old at Camp Woodward 
in Pennsylvania, where many gymnasts 
train, Chauvenet’s goal was to master 
a cartwheel — her condition, though, 
caused her to lean sideways, giving her 
extra difficulties. But with multicolored 
mats stacked up to form a barricade on 
either side of her, Chauvenet did it.

Chauvenet’s most daunting event 
was bars, as she struggled with grip 
strength. At the same camp that she 
conquered the vault, she said she finally 
learned how to do a back hip circle, a 
foundational skill on uneven bars.

A l t h o u g h  C h a u v e n e t  s a w 
improvement in her skil l  set 
throughout middle and high school 
training, injuries pushed her to quit 
by her senior year. She then had 
more time to focus on her education.

Chauvenet went to Wake Forest 
for her undergraduate degree, then 
received her masters at the University 
of London before traveling back to 
North Carolina to earn her doctoral 

degree in maternal and child health 
at UNC.

One day, Chauvenet’s husband, 
Chris Hill, was serving then-UNC 
gymnast Lexi Cappalli on her 21st 
birthday at The Station in Carrboro. 
Hill, who now works in the Hussman 
School of Journalism and Media, 
mentioned his wife’s obsession with 
the sport, and Cappalli encouraged her 
to get involved.

On the Wednesday before UNC 
gymnastics’ first meet of the 2015 
season, Chauvenet sent an email 
to UNC athletics expressing her 
interest in commentating for the 
team. Almost immediately, she got 
a response asking her to work their 
first meet against Auburn — which 
would be held two days later.

Thus, without any broadcast 
experience or collegiate-level 
gymnastics under her belt, Chauvenet’s 
commentating career began.

At first, Chauvenet said she didn’t 
know broadcast terms like “lower 
thirds” and said “okay” every time she 
began talking, but she soon became 
acclimated to the job. After just 
one season, she began constructing 
spreadsheets of information to 
reference and memorized the code of 
points and deductions.

She also befriended then-UNC 
gymnastics head coach Derek 
Galvin, who let her sit in practices 
and take notes.

As Chauvenet’s commentary 
platform expanded, her Twitter 

presence simultaneously grew as a 
way to communicate with her fanbase 
and other personalities in the industry.

It was through social media that 
she began communicating with play-
by-play broadcaster Kevin Copp, who 
she recently met in-person to work 
the 2022 East Atlantic Gymnastics 
League championships. 

Through her work, Chauvenet hopes 
to use her voice to give gymnasts the 
platforms they deserve.

She works to utilize language that is 

not infantilizing and treats the athletes 
as women, rather than “girls.” 

Chauvenet is soon moving to 
Washington, D.C. as her current 
position as senior manager of research 
and innovation at the National 
Women, Infants and Children 
Association — which provides food 
assistance and resources to women 
and children in the area — transitions 
to in-person work.

By Kaitlyn Schmidt
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @KaitlynSchmid1 

DTH/CORA MCNAULTY
Christina Chauvenet, pictured 
on Wednesday, April 13, is a UNC 
gymnastics color commentator.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHAUVENET
A 16-year-old Christina Chauvenet 
poses for team picture day at Salem 
Gymnastics Sports Center in 2002. 

New gymnastics 
commentator has 
overcome hurdles
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Tar Heels fall short in finale against FSU

DTH/DYLAN THIESSEN
UNC senior pitcher Hannah George (42) winds up a fastball on Friday, April 15, during a game against Florida State. 
UNC lost 2-0.

As Florida State’s Jahni Kerr 
stepped up to the plate in the sixth 
inning of Sunday’s game against 
UNC, “Another One Bites The Dust” 
by Queen played in the background.

Tar Heel pitcher Lilli Backes had 
just fanned Michaela Edenfield for the 
first out of the inning, and the audio 
technicians in the North Carolina 
press booth had started to celebrate 
by playing the taunting song.

They might’ve celebrated too soon.
On the very first pitch of Kerr’s 

at-bat, the song faded as she lifted 
a pitch over UNC’s navy blue fence.

Just like the steady, incessant 
baseline of the Queen song, the 
repetitive thwack! of Seminole home 
runs rang throughout Anderson 
Stadium this weekend, as the series 
ended in a 9-2 loss for UNC.

Ultimately, nine of FSU’s 12 runs 
in this series came as a result of the 
long ball, and the Seminoles recorded 
five total home runs on the weekend. 
Four of these bombs came on Sunday, 
behind the bats of Mack Leonard, Kalei 
Harding — who hit two — and Kerr.

“Today was the only day that we 
weren’t, pitching-wise, as solid as we 
had been Friday and Saturday,” head 

coach Donna J. Papa said. “Florida 
State’s an excellent team so they 
capitalized on that.”

Despite dropping the series, UNC 
proved they could contend with the 
ranked competition.

On Saturday, Backes allowed three 
hits and one run in the entire game, 
helping UNC secure the 5-1 win. In 
Friday’s game, in which UNC fell 2-0, 
North Carolina’s Hannah George 
battled in the circle, holding FSU 
scoreless for most of the game.

“I think that our pitchers really 
worked hard this week and focused 
on what they needed to execute, so 
I think they gave us a good chance,” 
senior catcher Taylor Greene said. 
“I think we just need to find a way 
to make adjustments earlier in the 
game so we can score our runners 
when they are on.”

As much as giving up home runs, 
leaving runners on base plagued the 
Tar Heels throughout the weekend.

In Friday’s shutout, UNC was 
unable to capitalize on multiple 
scoring opportunities. In the first 
inning, the scoreboard remained 0-0 
despite two Tar Heel hits. In the third 
inning, despite piecing together a walk 
and a single, North Carolina exited the 
frame with no runs to show for it.

In Sunday’s game, these troubles 
continued for the Tar Heels. The 
last game of the series saw UNC 
leave five different batters on base, 
and hit .200 with runners in scoring 
position, compared to FSU’s .429 
average in this category.

“I think (Sunday), it took us a little 
bit longer to make adjustments in the 
first three innings,” Papa said. “But 
after that, we did a good job of getting 
on base, and just needed to find a way 
to push the runs across and have our 
pitchers hold it down on their side.”

In Saturday’s win, adjustments were 
made early. With two runners on in the 
second inning, first-year Alex Brown 

tripled to right field to score them. 
Another hit from graduate Sara Jubas 
would in turn score Brown, putting 
UNC up 3-1 to earn the early lead.

Scoring runners in position, in 
combination with holding back Florida 
State’s hefty roster of power hitters, 
allowed UNC its one win of the series. 
But the Tar Heels failed to put together 
the necessary pieces on Sunday.

The Seminole bats lit up again in the 
series-deciding game, and the barrage 
of home runs that ensued was too much 
for North Carolina to weather.

“Sunday is championship Sunday,” 
Papa said. “You’ve got to find a way 
to put that together. That one’s the 
toughest of the series always.”

BASEBALL

UNC looks to turn corner with its pitching

DTH/JAY’LA EVANS

UNC junior shortstop Danny Serretti 
(1) sprints to third during a game 
against Georgia Tech on Saturday, 
April 16. UNC won 10-5.

If you like home runs and high 
scoring baseball, the Diamond Heels’ 
series against Georgia Tech was for you.

Unless, that is, you’re a North 
Carolina fan. In that case, there 
might’ve been too many home runs 
for your liking.

The Tar Heels lost this weekend’s 
series to the Yellow Jackets 2-1, 
scoring at least eight runs in each 
game with a total of eight homers. 
Hitting wasn’t their problem — it 
was the pitching.

UNC gave up 28 total earned 
runs and 10 homers to the opponent 
and made numerous mistakes from 
the mound.

These pitching woes are not an 
anomaly. The Tar Heels gave up 

15 runs for the second time this 
month in the first game of the 
Georgia Tech series. The first time 
was a couple weeks ago in a 15-2 
loss against South Carolina.

Like that game and others that 
followed, UNC used a significant 
portion of its bullpen in the series 
against the Yellow Jackets, looking 
for someone to come in and be a 
difference maker.

That hasn’t been a recipe for 
success, however, as UNC is 9-13 
overall and 3-10 in the ACC when 
rolling out five or more pitchers.

In games like this past weekend 
where head coach Scott Forbes 
made a call to the bullpen in almost 
every inning, the need for “one guy” 
is urgent.

“I think if we have had one guy come 
in, wrap through OK, but just was that 
good — even if it was three innings, I 
think we win the game,” Forbes said, 
referring to the game one loss.

Only two pitchers stayed for three 
or more innings all weekend — both 
in the 10-5 second game win.

The starter of that game, junior 
pitcher Brandon Schaeffer, went 
five innings and found success 
through the Tar Heel defense — 
allowing them to take the pressure 
off his performance.

“(The defense) did really well 
(Saturday),” Schaeffer said. “When 
you have the defense behind us, 
we can rely on that and just make 
pitches in the zone and kind of not 
fishing around guys so much.”

But for the most part, the weekend’s 
pitching struggles were not a matter 
of trusting the defense. It was just bad 
execution from North Carolina.

There were plenty of crucial 
mistakes from the mound that cost 
the Tar Heels some wins this series, 
especially at the end of the final game.

With UNC down 7-6 in the ninth 
inning, senior pitcher Caden O’Brien 
had a rough stretch of hitting two 
batters with a pitch and giving up 
a grand slam, creating a deficit the 
team could not overcome.

“I think that’s a sign of lack of 
toughness,” Forbes said. “That’s 

where you have to say as a pitcher, 
‘OK, I’m getting this guy out.’”

With a four-series losing streak 
and an 8-10 conference record, a lack 
of solid and consistent pitching is not 
ideal for the Diamond Heels when 
it comes to ACC Championship and 
College World Series implications.

The Tar Heels are now in “go 
mode” with only four ACC series left 
on the schedule.

With batting seeming to be a 
strength, the pitchers must find 
the confidence to put it all together 
— whether that confidence comes 
from within themselves, Forbes or 
the support of their teammates.

“I know what it’s like to struggle,” 
junior shortstop Danny Serretti said. 
“I’ve struggled plenty throughout my 
career, and at the end of the day, it 
just comes down to you ... It’s tough, 
but at the end of the day, I know the 
work (the pitchers) put in and how 
good these guys can be.”

The defeat by Georgia 
Tech added to UNC’s 
now-four-series losing 

By Asheebo Rojas
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @AsheeboR38

Twitter: @shelbymswanson

The loss came on the 
heels of an upset win 
against the Seminoles

By Shelby Swanson
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com
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BRIEFS

Women’s golf misses cut 
at ACC Championships
The UNC women’s golf 

team missed the final cut 
to play on Sunday of the 
ACC Championship after a 
weekend full of impressive 
individual performances 
at the Reserve Golf Club of 
Pawleys Island, S.C.

After two rounds, junior 
Krista Junkkari sat in second 
place on the leaderboard at an 
impeccable five strokes under 
par. The Finnish phenom 
birdied eight holes and only 
bogeyed three in her stellar 
first two rounds. She slowed 
down during her third round, 
though, as she shot an 80 on 
the day, bringing her down 
eleven spots on the final 

individual leaderboard.
Ju n i o r  K a y l a  S m i t h 

and sophomore Natal ia 
Aseguinolaza both rounded 
out the top 20 on the individual 
leaderboard after round three. 
Smith played the second-best 
round of the day at one-under-
par, and Aseguinolaza posted 
four birdies on the day, totaling 
UNC’s most for the day.

Next up on the schedule for 
the Tar Heels is a trip to the 
NCAA Regionals on May 9. 

— Adam Parks

University gives insight 
on safety of on-campus 

drinking water

A f t e r  s o m e  s t u d e n t s 

voiced concerns about water 
in Phillips Hall potentially 
containing lead, the University 
has provided more information 
about the safety of drinking 
water around campus.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  i t s 
Environment, Health and 
Safety website, UNC has 
implemented certain protocols 
to ensure the safety of campus 
drinking water, which is 
supplied by the Orange Water 
and Sewer Authority.

UNC Media Relations 
forwarded information from 
the EHS website in response 
to The Daily Tar Heel’s inquiry 
on the potential of lead in 
campus water.

“In 2007, UNC performed 
a campus-wide inspection 
for lead piping and found 
none,” the EHS website read. 

“OWASA states that there are 
no known lead service lines in 
their territory. Therefore, the 
only sources are lead solder and 
lead-containing brass fittings. 
UNC has experienced elevated 
lead levels in drinking water 
due to the brass fittings.” 

— Ryan Koluch

Guy B. Phillips Middle 
School appoints new 

principal
Tiffany Cheshire began 

her role as principal of Guy 
B. Phillips Middle School on 
April 8.

Cheshire has worked at 
the school since August 
2017, when she was hired as 

an assistant principal. She 
began serving as interim 
principal in October.

Cheshire  fi rs t  began 
working in Chapel Hill-
Carrboro City Schools in 
2009, when she started to 
work as a K-5 substitute 
teacher. She spent two years 
as an assistant principal in 
the Alamance-Burlington 
School System returning to 
CHCCS in 2013.

“Ms. Cheshire is a beacon 
of light,” Savada Gilmore, a 
theater and creative writing 
teacher at Phillips Middle 
School, said. “I can say that 
100 percent unequivocally 
that she’s going to have faculty, 
staff, students and parents’ 
best interests at heart.”

— Avery Baker

WOMEN’S TENNIS

UNC looking to move past season-finale loss

DTH FILE/CHASE COFIELD
UNC sophomore Reilly Tran returns the ball with a backhand during a match against UNC Charlotte on Friday, Jan. 
28. UNC won 4-0.

After entering Friday’s matchup 
against No. 9 Duke with a 23-0 
record, a shocking loss to the 
Blue Devils marked the end of an 
almost perfect regular season for 
the No. 1 North Carolina women’s 
tennis team.

Despite the loss, UNC is driving 
itself forward into the postseason.

The Tar Heels are coming off a 
regular season that saw them catapult 
to No. 1 in the nation, win the ITA 
National Indoor Championships and 
have top-ranked players in both singles 
and doubles.

Through all the success, one 
common factor seemed to helped the 
team reach the pinnacle of the sport.

“We’re super positive,” first-year 
Carson Tanguilig said. “I just think 
that our camaraderie and team 
chemistry has been so good this 
season, and it has helped us through 
the toughest moments.”

But each victory raised the team’s 
standards. Eventually, it reached a 
point where losing wasn’t an option.

T h e  m a t c h  a g a i n s t  D u k e 
shattered the team’s hopes of 
completing an undefeated season. 

It left a stain on the season that will 
be difficult to remove.

The Tar Heels’ postseason run, 
which will begin on Friday at the 
ACC Championships in Rome, 
Ga., will depend on how well they 
can get back on their feet after last 
Friday’s defeat. Recovering from a 
loss is a mental test that UNC hasn’t 
faced this season, but the team has 
taken the match as an opportunity 
to grow stronger.

“There are a lot of things that we 
can learn about our team that maybe 
we were just shoving under the rug,” 
head coach Brian Kalbas said. “I’m very 
happy that our team was responsive 
after that match and that they’re excited 
to get back on the court again.”

The team returned to its normal 
practice schedule Monday in the Cone-
Kenfield Tennis Center. The Tar Heels’ 
intensity during their practice was 
unyielding, as they are determined to 
be at their best level for the conference 
tournament later this week.

“I’m feeling excitement,” sophomore 
Fiona Crawley said. “I really love the 
ACC Tournament, I love Rome and I 
feel like this is a really good opportunity 
for us to show that we can bounce back 
after our loss to Duke.”

North Carolina has considerable 
talent on its team, with the No. 1 
doubles team in the nation and five 
singles players making the top 50 in 
the ITA rankings. Last week, senior 
Cameron Morra moved up four spots 
to position herself in the fourth rank. 

Team veterans like Morra are 
hungry for postseason success, 
especially after tight losses to Stanford 
and Pepperdine in the 2019 and 2021 
NCAA tournaments.

UNC aims to grow from its struggles 
to deliver at the national scale.

“In 2019 and 2021, we went to the 
postseason having won the ACCs and 

then being undefeated in the regular 
seasons,” Kalbas said. “I think there 
were a few things that didn’t go our 
way. This year, things haven’t been 
going our way, and we’ve been able 
to compete and figure it out.”

U N C  w i l l  k i c k  o f f  A C C 
Tournament play against either No. 
35 Florida State or No. 39 Notre 

Dame. Regardless of what may 
come in the postseason, the team has 
shown that it is capable of defeating 
top teams at the ACC level and 
beyond. Their success will depend 
on how well they can resolve tight 
situations during their matches.

The No. 1 Tar Heels 
will kick off ACC 

Tournament play Friday
By Max Feliu

Staff Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dthsports

MEN’S LACROSSE

Senior night victory seals first ACC win of season

DTH/GILLIAN FASKI
UNC senior midfielder Harrison Schertzinger (5) gets blocked by a Syracuse 
defender during a game on Saturday, April 16. UNC won 14-13.

As the buzzer sealed UNC men’s 
lacrosse’s first ACC win of the season, 
the team stormed Dorrance Field, 

clustering in a sweaty mass of chest 
bumps, high fives and head butts.

For some, the game’s end was 
surreal because of how tight the 
score was. For others, it was the last 
home game in blue and white.

The Tar Heels had a chip on their 

shoulders against the Orange, coming 
off wide-margin losses against ACC 
giants Duke and Virginia.

Seeking to change the trend of low 
scoring against the Orange, head coach 
Joe Breschi moved senior attackmen 
Nicky Solomon and Jacob Kelly to 
middie positions, matching them up 
with shorties instead of poles.

“Our goal was to try to get our best 
players on the field at the same time 
and cause a little havoc that way,” 
Breschi said.

And havoc they caused.
The Tar Heels played with the 

offensive edge the entire game, leading 
12-9 halfway into the fourth period. 
That was until first-year defenseman 
Tyler Schwarz got a two minute non-
releasable cross check penalty. 

With a  man down,  UNC ’s 
offensive momentum sputtered to 
a halt. In its two-minute man-up 
opportunity, Syracuse fired in two 
goals, followed by a couple more in 
the dwindling minutes of regulation 
to give the Orange its first lead since 
the beginning of the first, 13-12.

Down by one point with a minute 
and change left, Kelly dodged from 

X, drew the Orange help defender 
and fed the ball to open junior 
attackman Lance Tillman.

“My guy slid to him so I had time 
and room,” Tillman said. “I was a 
little patient and then came around 
topside and shot.”

And scored to tie the game, 13-13.
Then came the following faceoff, 

an element that the team had 
struggled to get consistent the entire 
game with four different players 
switching in to earn possession.

After winning just one of his eight 
faceoffs during the game, senior faceoff 
midfielder Zac Tucci took the field.

Upon the whistle, Tucci won the 
clamp, but was held down by the 
Orange’s faceoff middie, preventing a 
quick exit and knocking the ball out 
for a 50/50 ground ball. Scooped up 
by Schwarz, UNC got the possession 
it so desperately needed under the 
pressure of the clock.

In almost textbook fashion, graduate 
attackman Chris Gray set a screen for 
Kelly and set up a big/little matchup. 
Syracuse hedged the ball screen hard 
and sprung Gray free on the weak side.

Catching the ball behind the cage, 

Gray sprinted up the right side, jumped 
away from contact to free his hands, 
and nailed the shot — and the coffin to 
Syracuse’s now four-game losing streak.

Kelly and Solomon’s risks paid off. 
They finished their senior night with a 
combined three goals and five assists.

For Gray, scoring the final goal 
with 15 seconds on the clock during 
his last home game as a Tar Heel was 
all the more emotional.

“It’s bittersweet,” he said. “I’m so 
fortunate to have ended up in such a 
special place with such a great group 
so I really couldn’t have asked for a 
better last game.”

Next on UNC’s docket come No. 10 
Notre Dame and No. 13 Duke, both 
set on enemy turf. Emerging from a 
consecutive losses, North Carolina’s 
changes against the Orange reignited 
the team going into two more must-win 
games ahead of the NCAA tournament.

“We’re gaining confidence,” 
Breschi said. “The adjustments in 
personnel we made throughout the 
game and before the game were good 
steps in the right direction.”

By Kaitlyn Schmidt
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @KaitlynSchmid1



It’s time to get on board with electric vehicles

DTH/ANNA CONNORS

With gas prices continuing to 
increase, Chapel Hill residents may 
find themselves envious of the rogue 
Tesla they spot on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard. After all, those 
of us without electric vehicles have 
been paying a pretty penny to fill up 
our gas tanks.

D e s p i t e  w h a t  m a n y  m a y 
think, electric cars are no longer 
an unattainable item or some 
futuristic idea. 

Take Chatham County,  for 
instance. Vietnamese manufacturer 
VinFast selected the county as 
the site for its newest electric 
vehicle facility. This will be North 
Carolina’s first car manufacturing 
plant ,  as  wel l  as  the  largest 
economic development in the 
state’s history, according to a press 
release from Gov. Roy Cooper.

Unsurprisingly, many are wary 
of the transition from gas to 
electric. Some anticipate fewer job 
opportunities within the fossil fuel 
industry or are concerned about the 
sustainability of producing electric 
car batteries. 

But the work being done in 
our communities, including the 
VinFast electric vehicle facility in 
Chatham County, could also serve 
to assuage concerns. 

VinFast’s new factory is expected 
to create an astounding 7,500 new 
jobs, with the likelihood of new 
jobs at factories around the nation. 
There could potentially be 150,000 
jobs created within the industry 
if electric vehicles amount to 50 

percent of U.S. auto sales by 2030, 
according to an Economic Policy 
Institute report. 

Based on these numbers, it ’s 
clear the transition to electric 
vehicles is inevitable and necessary. 
Federal and state governments 
should be making commitments 
to help make that transition faster 
and easier. 

North Carolina should further 
this effort by install ing more 
public electric charging stations in 
order to allow electricity to become 
available for those investing in 
electric vehicles. It’s not enough 
for VinFast to simply be present 
in the community: The general 
population must be empowered 
with the tools to buy and own 
electric vehicles.

While it is true that electric 
cars outscore the average gasoline 
vehicle during the production 
process, due to the lithium-ion 
batteries requiring more energy 
and materials to make, they make 
up for their higher manufacturing 
emissions within 18 months of 
driving — at most. They continue 
to outperform gasoline cars until 
they are no longer usable.

To make an even bigger difference 
to the environment, electric buses 
and trucks are a necessity. With 
public transportation being an 
essential part of Chapel Hill ’s 
infrastructure, it is incredibly 
important that Chapel Hill makes 
the switch from gas to electric. The 
town already has three electric buses 

in operation.
These buses cost approximately 

$1 million each. This, along with 
VinFast’s $2 billion investment, 
shows that North Carolina is 
committed to change and that 
there are willing investors to this 
necessary shift.

And these investments  are 
worth it. Electric vehicles cost 
less than half as much to operate 
as gas-powered cars, according to 
a 2018 study from the University 
of Michigan. There is no denying 
that switching to electric-powered 
vehicles is beneficial in both the 
short and long run. 

Other communities in the Triangle 
should follow in Chapel Hill and 
Chatham County’s footsteps in 
producing cleaner emissions, and 
recommit to being net-zero in their 
own transportation projects.

Say goodbye to the loud cars 
revving their way past you, gas 
fumes in your lungs and worrying 
about how much you’re going to pay 
for gas. Goodbye to rushing to fill up 
your tank before work, because you 
can charge your car overnight and 
while it sits in the driveway. 

G oodbye  to  po l lut ing  our 
environment, and hello to electricity.

Chapel Hill’s affordable housing plan endangers low-income families

DTH/SAURYA ACHARYA
Chapel Hill Town Council member Paris Miller-Foushee and Carrboro Town Council member Jacquelyn Gist, lead the 
Affordable House Rally at the East Franklin Street Post Office Building on Aug. 28, 2021.

In an inexcusably negligent 
decision, the Town of Chapel Hill 
will soon build low-income homes 
on a toxic coal ash site, according to 
a WRAL report on the development.

This decision, inspired by the town’s 
desperate need for more affordable 
housing, represents a severe lack of 
care for the underserved members of 
our community.

By delegating toxic land to those 
struggling with poverty, the Town is 
exploiting the housing needs of these 
populations. This project should not 
go forward.

The Town has owned the 10-acre 
piece of land, located off Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard, since 
1980, and the land has been dumping 
grounds for both residents and the 
University for at least 50 years. It’s 
no small inconvenience, either — 
the property is filled with more than 
60,000 cubic yards of coal ash.

The plan is to cover the coal ash 
with 3 to 4 feet of clean soil and 
construct a retaining wall to prevent 
it from eroding into a nearby creek, 
partially responsible for the town’s 
water supply. The alternative — 
removing the coal ash — could 
cost up to $16 million and risk air 
pollution during removal.

The decision to bury and build on 
top of the pollution is a short-sighted 
decision by Town Council members, 
who all voted in favor of the project 
with the exception of Adam Searing. 
They fail to consider the long-term 
potential of coal ash exposure as 
flooding, erosion and time work 
against the fresh soil that would 
reportedly contain it.

Considering the risks that coal 
ash has posed in the past, building 
in an area with such uncertainty 
regarding the safety of potential 
residents is ill-advised.

Coal ash commonly contains 
arsenic, lead and mercury, among 
other heavy metals. Long-term 
exposure to these elements can 

put individuals at increased risk 
of respiratory issues, neurological 
disorders and cancers.

For several suburbs outside 
Charlotte, coal ash dumping by 
Duke Energy into Lake Norman 
has posed threats to health and 
drinking water.

Mooresville, a town located 
on the lake, has elevated rates of 
thyroid cancer, according to a Duke 
University survey on the impacts of 

coal ash in Iredell County. In fact, 
the county is a potential cancer 
cluster, with thyroid cancer rates 
that are two to three times the state 
average, according to the Central 
Cancer Registry.

Coal  ash  i s  not  e xpl ic i t ly 
considered to be hazardous waste 
by the Environmental Protection 
Agency, despite debates, but could 
still prove to affect residents if low 
levels of it exist in the air. Children 
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would be left especially vulnerable.
Why would Chapel Hill ignore 

scientific and local evidence of the 
dangers of coal ash exposure?

Don’t get us wrong, the initiative 
to build low-income housing in 
Chapel Hill is an admirable and 
necessary one. The percentage of 
people who live below the poverty 
line in Chapel Hill is more than 
7 points higher than the national 
average. Even if these numbers are 

inflated due to the town’s student 
population, it demonstrates the dire 
need for action on behalf of the town.

Moving people to affordable 
housing units would be a step in 
the right direction, but the quality 
of these people’s lives would be 
subject to risky uncertainty. It 
could be reasonably predicted that 
health conditions would plague 
their experiences and may even 
harm them financially as health 
care needs worsen.

E x p o s i n g  l o w - i n c o m e 
communities to chemicals that 
could lead to il lness does not 
come close to solving poverty — 
it just redefines it.

The entire situation reiterates the 
harms of reliance upon cheap coal 
and other fossil fuels that pollute the 
environment. The issues of pollution 
and environmental crises are most 
directly felt by the marginalized 
members of society, as evidenced 
by the local government’s push to 
have these communities live atop a 
mound of coal ash.

Chapel Hill ’s willingness to 
propagate environmental racism 
and injustice is appalling. Those who 
are not responsible for the massive 
dumping of toxic waste are forced to 
bear the burden of the pollution.

The University needs to be held 
responsible for its role in this site’s 
accumulation of waste. The town 
that allowed the misuse of the land 
should be held accountable for its 
consequences, not the low-income 
people they hope to house there. 
Most importantly, the solutions for 
a lack of affordable housing should 
not be built on toxic waste.

The goal of the Town should be 
to mitigate the effects of poverty in 
the safest and most effective way 
possible. Delegating those in need to 
dangerous sites of pollution does not 
serve this goal and is a miscarriage of 
justice in our community.
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An electric car charges at one of Carrboro’s new EV charging stations on Feb. 
8, 2022 as part of the town’s Community Climate Action Plan initiatives.
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To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 9 — Listen to your 
professional intuition. The facts 
you need can be found. Let 
someone teach you a new trick. 
Make an important connection.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is an 8 — Widen the scope 
of your investigation. Expand 
terrain. Dig into a fascinating 
subject. Learn through your own 
experience or that of another. 
Explore.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is a 9 — Provide resources 
to a collaborative venture. 
Advance shared goals and plans. 
Take advantage of financially 
favorable conditions. Contribute 
your potatoes to the pot.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is a 9 — Give support 
and be supported. Share and 
connect with your partner. Listen 
and learn. Follow instructions, 
intuition and unspoken clues. The 
attraction is mutual.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 — Take your 
physical performance to the 
next level. Healthy practices, 
delectable meals and rest are 
foundational elements. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is a 9 — Romantic 
possibilities abound. Beauty 
inspires you. Get creative to 
express what’s in your heart. 
Practice your arts and talents. 
Weave your magic spell.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is an 8 — Fill your home 
with love. Clean rooms and 
spaces. Add details like flowers, 
delicious flavors and fragrances. 
Share treats with family and 
pets.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is an 8 — Possibilities 
arise in conversation. Solve a 
puzzle by working together. Get 
creative to deliver a powerful 
message. Write, edit and 
connect. Engage and share.

Sagittarius (NOV. 22-
DEC.21)
Today is a 9 — A push now can 
get especially profitable. Listen 
to intuition and common sense. 
Money saved is money earned. 
Simplify. Extra preparation pays 
off.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is an 8 — Take charge 
for excellent results. Small 
victories build confidence that 
contributes to larger ones. 
Advance personal projects with 
love. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Today is a 7 — Get into a 
peaceful groove. Good music 
inspires private productivity. 
Consider where you’ve been and 
what’s ahead. Adjust plans and 
preparations. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 9 — Friends spice 
things up. Share support, 
consolation and laughter. 
Teamwork makes everything 
easier. Connect with your 
community, tribe or team. 

HOROSCOPES If  April 20th
is Your Birthday...

Professional growth marks this year. Your disciplined efforts pay extra 
dividends. Springtime blossoms into personal epiphanies that lead to a 
summer shift with a partnership. Romance and collaboration flower next 
autumn, inspiring you to make personal changes next winter. Share gratitude 
and honors with supporters.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

Wake up to 
breaking news, 

happening 
events and 

a bit of daily 
humor

Delivered right to your inbox every morning! Sign up at 
dailytarheel.com

Today’s crossword was 
created by Liam Furlong. 
Liam is a first-year student 
majoring in business and 
comparative literature. 
He is from Wilmington, 
Delaware.

Across
1 “Boss Baby” Baldwin 
5 Chesapeake or Monterey 
8 Respond, in a debate 
13 Nessie’s preferred body of water 
14 Paleontologist’s find 
15 Finnish lake 
16 “__ __, Brute?” 
17 Military escapee[a] 
18 Sugars and starches 
19 ‘Hit’ arcade series making sequels since 
1992 
22 Patriotic chant, at the Olympics 
25 “It’s not vous, it’s ___” 
26 “The votes ___ __!” 
27 Result of a clumsy fall 
31 “Over there” gesture 
32 No ifs, ____, or buts 
33 1998 Dave Matthews Band hit 
34 Neat-o 
36 President known for bathtime folly 
40 Irish rockstar who “can... save the world” 
and you, too 
41 Effeminate 
42 British football club with the sport’s 
American name 
46 Famed designer Geoffrey 
47 ___/her pronouns 
48 The Caspian or Caribbean 
49 Machines for cutting lawns comfortably 
53 Dumb 
54 Cain’s brother 
55 54-across homophone 
59 Boy Scout badge type 
60 10-down, for example 
61 Fishing equipment, say 
62 Company benefit 
63 Maki fish 
64 Cringy YouTube genre[b] 

Down
1 Four Corners beverage 
2 Auctioned item 
3 ‘Shocking’ therapy, abbr. 
4 Shark bait 
5 Prom night neckwear [c] 
6 Indonesian mini-buffalo 
7 What not to do at Davis Library 
8 Saves some wine for later, say 
9 The body’s hardest tissue 
10 Australian grill to throw shrimp on 
11 Word before ‘planning’ and ‘dictionary’ 
12 Try out 
14 Lowest royalty ranking 
20 Edit out 
21 Sweet sounding Sri Lankan city 
22 Letter carrier org. 
23 Dalmatian identifier 
24 Operatic solo 
28 At least a little 
29 “Robinson Crusoe” author Daniel [d] 
30 Colony insect 
34 Feature of some pirates 
35 ___ and outs 
36 ___ Tac (breath mint) 
37 Story cycles 
38 Escape the crime scene, say 
39 “Dancing with the Stars” host Banks 
40 Liberal arts college in Greensboro, NC 
41 Movie-____ (regular attendee) 
42 Some evergreen trees 
43 Rear end, cutely 
44 Might __ ____ (Franklin Street eatery) 
45 Hermit crab’s home 
46 Warehouses[e] 
49 “Green Mansions” heroine 
50 Crafted 
51 Double-reeded woodwind 
52 Epic chronicle 
56 Egyptian fertility god 
57 “On the ___” (running away) 
58 Do wrong, as humans do

ClassifiedsClassifieds
SUMMER PARKS & REC OPENINGS! APPLY NOW! Chapel Hill Parks & Recreation 
is hiring Camp Counselors, Camp Coordinators, and Lifeguards for Summer 2022.                                                        

Visit www.townofchapelhill.org for information. $10-$17 per hour.

Caretaker Needed Help a female Sr. citizen of Carrboro with your company. 
Must have own reliable transportation. Share your care and interests!                                                     

Sat-Sun 8:30a.m./4-6p.m. Call Lori 919-357-6873

JERSEY MIKE’S SUBS IS HIRING! Jersey Mike’s is hiring at multiple Chapel Hill 
locations!  Earn $14-$16/hour making the best sandwich on the planet!  P/T,F/

T,Management, and Ownership Opportunities!  Apply at www.jerseymikes.com/
careers.

“Marching heels” 
Clues

AnnouncementsAnnouncements
RICHARD TARNAS LECTURE  “The Many Layered Mystery of This Human Journey”  

Zoom Lecture, Friday 4/22/22 7:30pm, Pre-register $10: JungNC.org

Advertise here! 
Students get free classifieds. 
dailytarheel.com/classifieds
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Child Care WantedChild Care Wanted
LIVE IN NANNY NEEDED - DURHAM Close knit, loving and organized family in Durham, NC seeking a 
reliable and motivated nanny.  Accommodations provided if needed. You would have your own bedroom 
and bathroom and Kitchenette areas.    

Hours: 

6:15am- 9:15am - Giving kids breakfast, packing lunches and helping kids leave for school.  Once the 
kids leave, you would clean up kitchen, tidy up and organize all their areas.  

2:30pm - 6:30pm - Pick up kids from school, give them snacks, take them to sports and bring them back.  
Need references and a good driving record.  Please message me. (919) 444-1597   

 

         

Help WantedHelp Wanted
HOUSE MANAGER- Fastidious, punctual, neat, well-organized, industrious, fun, and creative person 
needed to help mother of four keep life on track for a family in Chapel Hill. Must have own car, excellent 
references, and a strong work ethic. Duties to include meal planning, cooking, errands, organizing, and 
whatever else needs to be done. Approximately 4 hours/day, 5 days/week. Start ASAP. Well compensated. 
Please send email introducing yourself, resume, and contact information for two references to 
housemanager2021@gmail.com                                                                                                                                  

PART TIME RECEPTIONIST 15-20 hrs wk. Cheery, team oriented people person needed.  Computer, 
cleaning, phone, people skills needed. Organized, motivated person.  Send resume to urbanfringesalon@
gmail.com

CASHIER AND LINE COOKS WANTED- Seeking nights & weekend help for front & back of house. Starting 
pay is $10/hour plus tips. Please email erika@armadillogrill.com for details.

LANDSCAPING YARDWORK NEEDED Moving a lot of soil, by shoveling & wheelbarrow.  Resettling & 
mulch cover.  Other stuff avail.  Looking for students, not landscaping company. Text 919-605-4023 (Luke)

MONARCH- COMMUNITY SPECIALIST Monarch is hiring Community Specialists! Are you interested in a 
$12 hourly rate to assist empowering individuals with IDD? Visit www.MonarchNC.org/careers and apply 
directly: R2893. 

RESIDENTIAL FRONT DESK- Assists residents in a variety of ways, follows standards, policies, and 
procedures. Experience in excellent customer service, and effective communication skills required.       
140westassistant@ewclubs.com

EARN $500+ WORKING 10 HRS/WK Local financial company needs motivated student comfortable 
making calls to set appointments. Great opportunity to learn the business AND earn great money. Please 
call 919-622-3202 for more details.  
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Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication

Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days
prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252 DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarketplace

Across
1 Analyze grammatically
6 Comic Silverman
11 Atlanta-to-Miami dir.
14 At full speed
15 Actress De La Garza
16 “Buffy” airer after The WB
17 Breakfast dish that sounds 

spoiled?
19 Part of LGBTQ
20 Ashtabula’s lake
21 Fruity drinks
22 Master, in Swahili
24 Earthquakes
26 Cold one at a bar
27 Snack cake brand named for a 

four-year-old
33 Split up
36 Aired again
37 Immigrants’ subj.
38 Gunk
39 Helen who sang “I Am Woman”
40 In good health
41 Post-apartheid ruling party: 

Abbr.
42 With “en,” hot, in sports slang
43 Spoils, with “on”
44 Two-level bus
47 __ center: exact middle
48 Unaffiliated film studios

52 Artist’s flat hat
54 Poker Flat chronicler Harte
57 __-dieu: kneeler
58 Antipollution org.
59 Postpone an article’s essential 

points ... and a hint to 17-, 27- and 
44-Across

62 Ready-fire link
63 Correct, as text
64 Like Olympic pools
65 __ Victor: record label
66 Broad valleys
67 Mike who voiced Shrek

Down
1 Treasure map word
2 Love, in Rome
3 Pie cuts, geometrically
4 Lateral skid
5 Big picture?: Abbr.
6 Anti-DWI gp.
7 On the safer side, at sea
8 Cleaning cloths
9 Oscar winner Lee
10 Washed-up star
11 Sucrose-rich root veggie
12 Bridge
13 Irish New Ager
18 Steinbeck’s “__ of Eden”
23 World Wide __
25 Sch. near Harvard
26 Time for cake with candles, 

informally
28 Cornered on a limb
29 Flowerpot spot
30 MD meeting an ambulance
31 “Cast Away” setting
32 Building additions
33 “Good grief!”
34 It’s forbidden
35 Semifictional film genre
39 Felt bad about
40 2006 film about crosswords
42 Open-bodied truck
43 Animal house
45 Buzzing flier
46 Friends and neighbors
49 “Flashdance...What a Feeling” 

singer Cara
50 Down-yielding duck
51 Plants-to-be
52 Den denizen
53 “Beowulf,” e.g.
54 Belgian composer Jacques
55 Hall of Famer Sandberg
56 Approx. takeoff hours
60 Actress Thurman
61 “Slippery” tree

© 2015 The Mepham Group.  
All rights reserved.

The LA Times
Crossword Puzzle

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 7 — Creative or romantic 
expression could seem restricted. 
Slow to manage an unexpected 
twist. Keep practicing your game. 
Communication leads to solutions. 
Connect and share.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is a 7 — Domestic dreams 
may not match the reality. You can 
see what’s missing. Come up with a 
plan to address a structural repair or 
upgrade.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is a 7 — A creative barrier 
redirects your attention. Monitor the 
situation for developments. Patiently 
communicate, especially with 
changes. Connect, coordinate and 
share the news.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is a 7 — Budget and estimate 
the funds necessary. Keep plans 
practical and focus on short-term 
needs to adapt to recent changes. 
Consider options and opportunities.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is a 7 — Take extra care of 
yourself. You are unique, magnificent 
and beloved. You’re also going 
through a personal metamorphosis 
or transformation. Prepare to stretch 
new wings.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is a 6 — Notice dreams, 
visions and intuitive hunches. 
Consider and revise plans for a 
shift in conditions. Avoid travel or 
expense and keep a low profile.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is a 7 — Revise a team 
strategy to adapt to an evolving 
situation. Shifting conditions require 
an appropriate response. Support 
others to consider circumstances 
from another view.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is a 7 — Focus on 
professional priorities. An industrial 
or market shift requires adaptation. 
One door closes while another 
opens. Consider opportunities and 
options. Monitor the pulse.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today is a 6 — Travel may entice 
yet conditions are still evolving. 
Educational pursuits reward your 
investigative efforts. Anticipate 
changes. Adapt and shift your view 
for new discoveries.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is an 8 — Manage joint 
resources around a financial change. 
Read and research measurements 
and statistics. Review the situation 
and adapt plans. Collaborate for 
shared gain.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Today is an 8 — Support your 
partner and be supported around 
a twist in plans. Guard patience 
around a change in status quo. New 
circumstances require adaptation.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 7 — Maintain routines 
and practices to prioritize health 
and safety. Slow around sharp 
corners. Patience pays off with 
high dividends. Guard energy and 
recharge.

HOROSCOPES If January 27th
is Your Birthday...

 You’re growing stronger this year. Match your passion with consistent practice 
for valuable skills. New social interaction this winter develops team support 
for summer changes, leading to a beautiful, creative romantic collaboration. 
Share, connect and celebrate with your wider circle next winter. Savor your 
accomplishments.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(C)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes
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It seems as if Coursicle has 
taken its final blow after UNC 

blocked access 
to the scheduling 
app. This comes 
after the app was 
sending bizarre push 

notifications to users starting in 
February. Students are left with 
one one less resource for class 
registration, but a lot less odd 
notifications.

QuickHits
It’s time to celebrate our 
graduating seniors. This is the 

part of the semester 
when they make 
their final UNC 
memories. From 
partying in the Pit, 

to dinner at Suttons to climbing 
the Bell Tower, it will be a week 
of honoring age-old UNC 
traditions. It’s bittersweet, but it’s 
something everyone has looked 
forward to for the last few years.

As we write our final papers for 
the semester, you might stumble 

upon the occasional 
resource that you 
have to pay to access. 
Much of academic 
literature – which we 

rely on as students – is behind 
costly paywalls. While UNC 
allows us free access to most 
databases during our time here, 
there is still plenty of information 
we are barred from seeing.

Goodbye Coursicle Journal PaywallsSenior Week

UNC’s allegiance lies solely with its stakeholders
COLUMN

Department admission policies are unjust barriers to the UNC experience
EDITORIAL

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/CALLI WESTRA

DTH/RONAN BROWN
A peek down the spiral staircase in the Kenan-Flagler Business School.

As a nationally renowned public 
institution, UNC is beholden to 
many stakeholders. The University, 
however, has demonstrated that it is 
most allegiant to just one: its donors.

In an invasive overreach of 
administrative power, UNC is 
pursuing a probe into faculty emails 
that is far broader than previously 
known, according to an initial report 
from NC Policy Watch.

The Daily Tar Heel also reported on 
the scope of the UNC’s investigation 
this week, finding that the University 
may have sought access to over 20 
faculty member emails and hard-
drive backups. This probe comes after 
Walter Hussman’s confidential donor 
contract was published in the News & 
Observer last July. 

Hussman is the publisher of 
Arkansas’ largest newspaper and 
namesake of the Hussman School of 
Journalism and Media, following a 
$25 million donation in 2019.

UNC is seeking answers to how 
his contract was released, fearing 
the impacts this may have on 
other donations to the University. 
Throughout the process, however, 
the administration has illustrated 
that they value donor confidentiality 
over its own faculty.

Money talks, and to the ears of the 
University, speaks far louder than the 
faculty it employs. This would not be 
the first time external finances have 
impacted our professors. 

Hussman was found to have 

“that’s not very 
#morbiussweep of you”

FEATURED
ONLINE COMMENT

 @seandotgov,
in response to a “Morbius” review column

sent emails aimed at dissuading 
the University from hiring Black 
journalist and author of the 1619 
Project Nikole Hannah-Jones. 
She was initially denied tenure, 
despite her position as Knight Chair 
professor and the awarding of tenure 

to her predecessors. 
While we are unable to draw 

a clear link between Hussman’s 
persuasion and Hannah-Jones’ later 
tenure debacle, this instance murkies 
the waters around donors and their 
relationships with faculty members. 

It raises questions as to why Hussman 
was involved in hiring conversations 
to begin with, and how much power 
donors have over administrative 
processes, indirectly or otherwise.

As we learn of the extreme depths 
of this probe, it’s clear that this power 

is far too expansive.
Journalism professors Deb Aikat 

and Daniel Kreiss are two targets of 
the University’s investigation and 
were asked to sit in for questioning. 
Aikat agreed, while Kreiss declined. 
It was in his questioning that 
Aikat learned about the pervasive 
intrusions into his email records.

It’s clear that this probe will have 
dire consequences for faculty, as they 
suffer invasions of their privacy and 
an eroding relationship with the 
University. This comes at a time when 
UNC struggles to retain faculty, most 
notably women and BIPOC.

Shortly after the news broke, Kreiss 
resigned from his position as initiative 
co-lead for the UNC Strategic Plan.

The University’s actions are 
inexcusable, especially considering 
t h e r e  w a s  n o  e v i d e n c e  t h at 
Hussman faculty would have had 
access to the donor agreement 
prior to its publication.

Far too often, donors influence 
higher  educat ion with  their 
philanthropic expenditures. But it is 
crucial that this conversation focuses 
on the negligent lack of transparency 
brought on by UNC. Our University 
cares more about restricting faculty 
access to behind-the-scenes deals 
and processes than donor access to 
the workings of our institution.

This is a clear demonstration of 
how maligned UNC’s priorities are, 
which come at the direct cost of 
students and faculty who are being 
caught in the crossfire.

I  took my Introduction to 
Economics final five days after my 
grandmother was hospitalized due 
to heart failure and sepsis. Come 
exam day, I gave the assessment an 
admittedly half-assed effort.

I received a D on the test and 
ended the course with a C+.

Despite earning As in the 
remainder of my courses, I knew I had 
severely reduced my chances of getting 

into UNC’s highly selective business 
administration major in the fall. I 
submitted an appeal to the University 
and asked them to drop the score from 
my transcript. They denied my request 
because guidelines do not support 
dropping courses with a grade of C or 
better — “regardless of circumstances.”

Unexpected challenges that arise 
at inopportune times are a part of 
life. That said, did my loved one’s 
diagnosis affect my ability to deliver 
on the final? Yes, it did.

This grade marked the genesis of 

my academic “identity crisis.” I came 
to UNC with the intention to study 
business, but now I had no idea what 
I wanted to study. I felt like a failure, 
but also somewhat relieved. After 
applying to — and getting rejected 
from — more colleges than I care to 
admit, the mere thought of having 
to undergo a similar process just to 
pursue a major exasperated me.

My situation was not unique. When 
one of my friends discovered that 
UNC’s computer science program 
now requires students to apply to the 
major, she transferred to N.C. State. 
Worries emerged about admissions-
based policies in other departments.

If the application to UNC was the 
“weed-out” process, why does the 
school withhold entry to popular 
fields of study?

Last April, when plans to move 
to an admission-based system were 
first announced, the computer 
science department said the goal 
was to eventually halve the number 
of undergraduate computer science 
majors. This decision occurred 
due to faculty shortages, which 
worsened after two senior, tenure-
track professors retired. They 
had contributed 25 percent of the 
department’s teaching capacity.

The department went back on the 
decision briefly after, but has since 
implemented an admissions policy for 
students who enter UNC in fall 2022.

“The students that will be affected 
are the students that didn’t know 

they wanted to declare the major,” 
department Chairperson Kevin 
Jeffay said at the time.

Major selectivity undercuts the 
University’s emphasis on curricular 
flexibility, a core tenet of the “liberal arts” 
educational experience. While UNC 
takes pride in helping students foster 
intellectual curiosity, introducing an 
admissions process for popular majors 
bars hundreds, possibly thousands, 
from pursuing their interests.

This problem is not exclusive to 
the computer science program.

The Kenan-Flagler Business School, 
with an acceptance rate of just over 11 
percent, accepts around 350 to 390 
majors and 50 to 70 minors, according 
to its admissions page.The average 
SAT score for accepted students was 
1451, and about 77 percent of these 
students were in the top 10 percent 
of their high school class.

For students who do not have the 
resources to excel on standardized 
tests or attended high schools that 
do not offer Advanced Placement or 
International Baccalaureate classes 
to prepare them for UNC’s rigorous 
prerequisite courses, Kenan-Flagler’s 
heavy focus on GPA can severely 
harm chances of acceptance.

The first year of college often 
poses a myriad of difficulties, such 
as homesickness and burnout — all 
of which may impact a student’s 
a c a d e m i c  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d 
community engagement.

While extenuating circumstances 

can occur at any point in time, the 
transition from high school to college 
can exacerbate these challenges. 
UNC’s academic programs must 
take these multifaceted factors into 
account when deciding whether an 
admissions process is appropriate.

The fact is, the new system makes 
sense. High student demand combined 
with staffing shortages attests to how 
these policies are necessary for ensuring 
quality instruction.

But at a true liberal arts institution, 
ever yone should receive  the 
opportunity to take classes that interest 
them or to change their major at any 
point — without having to undergo a 
strenuous application process.

First-year students should not have 
to plan the entirety of their academic 
career before they set foot on campus 
just because the University does not 
have the resources to help satisfy their 
undergraduate goals.

At the very least, UNC should 
deemphasize the importance of 
grades in the admissions process to 
prevent giving privileged students 
with disproportionate access to 
resources an unfair advantage.

But the most impactful solutions 
are the responsibi l i ty  of  the 
University administration.

They must prioritize hiring 
and retaining more professors 
to meet the demand for popular 
majors so the burden of poor 
faculty retention does not fall on 
overwhelmed undergraduates.

By Caitlyn Yaede and Claire Burch

By Georgia Roda-Moorhead
Columnist

UNC began an inquiry on the email records and hard-drive backups of journalism school faculty after the donor 
agreement between the school, the University and Walter Hussman was published in the News & Observer in July.
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ENVIRONMENT

Coal ash on development site raises alarm

DTH/CYNTHIA LIU
Trees are cleared around a mound of coal ash in Chapel Hill, NC. The site sits 
just behind the Chapel Hill Police Department lot on Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard and overlooks the Bolin Creek Trail.

Residents, Chapel Hill Town Council 
members and lawyers are raising 
concern over ongoing plans to develop 
the Chapel Hill Police Department lot. 

Council members voted 8-1 to pass 
a nonbinding agreement to continue 
discussion on potentially developing 
the area located off of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard, during a town 
council meeting last month. 

Town Council member Adam 
Searing — the lone opposing vote 
— said during the meeting that 
developing this site poses risks for 
surrounding communities. 

“Every child in Chapel Hill deserves 
the chance to come to school healthy 
and ready to learn,” Searing said. 

Concern surrounding development 
on the lot has persisted since coal ash 
was first identified on the site in 2013. 

According to the Environmental 
Protection Agency, coal ash contains 
contaminants like mercury, cadmium 
and arsenic.  Without proper 
management, these contaminants 
can pollute waterways, groundwater, 
drinking water and the surrounding air. 

The proposed site plan includes 
a new municipal services center, as 
well as multifamily housing and a 
community green space. However, 
the Town has not approved any 
construction on the site yet.

Nick Torrey, senior attorney at the 

Southern Environmental Law Center, 
criticized Town Council members for 
their concerns surrounding potentially 
removing the coal ash, citing how 
tens of millions of tons of coal ash 
have been safely cleaned up across the 
southeastern United States.

“There are all kinds of protocols 
and regulations about how to do that 
safely, and that’s being done safely,” 
Torrey said.

The Town plans to move forward 
with an economic development 
agreement in June. 

In 2019, environmental consulting 
firm Hart & Hickman completed 
its risk assessment of the site. The 
report determined the lot can be 
repurposed safely without removing 
all of the existing coal ash and 
debris. It also recommended interim 
measures to remove coal ash located 
close to Bolin Creek.

Torrey added that the cancer risk 
threshold of coal ash exposure had 
been modified from 1-in-100,000 
under the 2019 Environmental Risk 
Assessment to 1-in-10,000 in the 
2021 Environmental Risk Assessment 
conducted by Hart & Hickman. 

Chapel Hill Economic Development 
Specialist Laura Selmer said because 
the risk assessment looks at the site 
in its current state — as opposed to 
potential risk once the site is fully 
developed — it is reasonable to assume 
any actions the Town takes will lower 
the risk of exposure to cancer-causing 
materials even further. 

In response, the Town removed 
around 1,000 tons of coal ash and 
soil near the Bolin Creek Trail in 
2020, though some coal ash still 
remains on the site. 

If the site is developed, the Town 
plans to cap, contain and cover 
the coal ash, which would reduce 
community risk and exposure to 
potential containments.

Town officials estimate that 
removing the coal ash would cost 
between $13 and $16 million and 
would take three or more years to 
complete, in a fact sheet on the 
Town’s website. They also state 
that removing the ash could prove 
hazardous to Bolin Creek and 
surrounding communities.

Despite assurances from Town 
Council members and local officials, 
some residents and environmental 
advocates have been critical of the 
Town’s proposals.

“What we’ve urged all along is that 
the Town do the maximum possible 
to protect people and to protect 
clean water, and that includes being 
willing to commit to going beyond 
the minimum standards that the 
state might allow for this project,” 
Torrey said. 

Pamela Schultz, an environmental 
engineer and a member of the Chapel 
Hill Stormwater Advisory Board, 
was critical of the Town’s claim that 
5,000 truckloads would be required to 
remove all the coal ash. She said that 
the true number would likely be lower.

The estimate was derived from a 
2017 report, but the Town’s consultants 
have recently said the amount of ash 
on the site is probably lower than their 
initial estimates. However, the Town 
has not lowered its estimate of the 
number of truckloads. 

“The Town has said many times that 
they don’t think it’s as much as they 
originally estimated,” Schultz said. 

In 2019, the site was declared 
eligible for the Brownfields Program, 
which would allow the North Carolina 
Department of Environmental 
Quality to work with prospective 

developers to clean up and redevelop 
sites that currently pose a risk of 
environmental contamination.  

Environmental lawyer Robert 
Gelblum said the Brownfields 
program is typically used when a 
developer wants to repurpose a site 
with potential contamination, but is 
worried about liability.

According to Gelblum, such 
land-use restric t ions include 
a  prohibi t ion  on  the  use  o f 
groundwater and the development 
of senior and childcare centers.

By Ian Walniuk
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @ianwalniuk

Congratulations
TO THE 2022

PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS
The Carolina Center for Public Service is proud to honor 

these 10 individuals and organizations for their dedication 
to public service and community engagement.

ccps.unc.edu

Ned Brooks Award for Public Service
Ronald Strauss

Office of the Provost Engaged Scholarship Award
Allison De Marco
Tonya Van Deinse
Danielle Spurlock

Robert E. Bryan Public Service Award
Will Douthit

Dane Emmerling
Allison Standard Constance

Robyn Jordan
William Sturkey

Hispanic Student Dental Association
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EARTH DAY

Volunteering, festivals focus on sustainability

DTH/CYNTHIA LIU
A woman walks down a path in Umstead Park by the Bolin Creek Trail on Monday, April 4.

With Earth Day quickly approaching 
this month, organizations across 
Carrboro and Chapel Hill are planning 
environmentally friendly events for 
community members of all ages.

Here is a guide to Earth Day events 
happening on April 22 and 23.

Earth Day events in Carrboro

The Climate Reality Project’s Orange 
County chapter will host an event 
in partnership with the Town at the 
Carrboro Town Commons from 5 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. on Earth Day, April 22.

Registration is not required, and 
there will be live music, information 
tables, and other kids’ activities. While 
admission is free, attendees can buy 
food and items on sale at the event.

Margie Muenzer, secretary for 
Climate Reality Project’s Orange 
County chapter, said one of the 
main goals of the event is to provide 
educational opportunities.

“ S o m e t i m e s  p e o p l e  a r e 
overwhelmed with the climate crisis 
and don’t think there’s really anything 
that they can do,” she said. “This is 
to show that if we can get everybody 
working together, there’s certainly a lot 
that communities can do.”

During the event, Muenzer said 
there will be a variety of vendors 
to help families learn more about 
environmental topics such as food 
waste, beekeeping, sustainability, 
recycling and solar energy. 

For the children’s parade at 6 p.m., 
children are encouraged to wear 
nature-related costumes. There will 
be a table at the Earth Day event 
where children can create their own 
costumes from recycled goods.

On April 23 from 9 a.m. to 11:30 

a.m., the Carrboro recreation, parks 
and cultural resources department 
will host its annual Keep Carrboro 
Beautiful Volunteer Day.

The event’s purpose is to beautify 
the city by removing litter.

“You get a really nice feeling 
from seeing a big bag of trash in 
your hand at the end of the day 
that you know isn’t out in the 
environment anymore,” Jeremy 
Poythress, recreation supervisor for 
the recreation, parks and cultural 

resources department, said.
Volunteers will be provided with 

gardening or latex gloves, trash bags, 
trash grabbers and safety vests.

Those interested in attending the 
Keep Carrboro Beautiful Volunteer 
Day can call (919) 918-7392 to register.

Earth Day events in Chapel Hill

Triangle Families Explore will be 
hosting its first Earth Day Festival 
outside of the Honeysuckle Tea 

House in Chapel Hill on April 23 
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The event is for all ages but will 
offer many hands-on activities for 
children. It will feature a puppet show, 
crafts, nature activities and live music.

Cheyenne Levinson, owner of 
Triangle Families Explore, said she 
was motivated to put on the event to 
celebrate the beginning of spring.

“What better way to kick off spring 
than with an Earth Day festival?” 
Levinson said.

She also said the majority of the 
businesses she will collaborate with are 
focused on sustainability and nature.

The Honeysuckle Tea House 
will serve its regular menu inside 
the shop, but all items at the event 
outside will be free.

The Earth Day Festival does not 
require registration.

The Kidzu Children’s Museum will 
be hosting a Renewable Energy Day 
event as a part of the North Carolina 
Science Festival from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on April 23.

The event is free to the public 
and pre-registration is required for 
guaranteed admission.

Allie Lee, the outdoor learning 
coordinator at the Kidzu Children’s 
Museum, said that the event will 
include activities like making wind 
turbines, gliders and simple motors.

She also noted that there will be a 
craft section that will contain solar 
beads and allow for the layers of the 
Earth to be shown.

Carrboro and Chapel 
Hill both have family-

friendly events planned
By Sierra President

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @sierrapresident

ORANGE COUNTY SCHOOLS

Robotics team qualifies for world championship

DTH/GILLIAN FASKI
Members of Team 587, The Hedgehogs, work on a robot named Freefall on 
Thursday, April 14, for this year’s worldwide robotics competition taking 
place in Dallas, Texas.

On April 10, a high school robotics 
team with students from Orange 
High School and Cedar Ridge 
High School — The Hedgehogs — 
qualified for the FIRST robotics 
world championship.

The Hedgehogs, also known as 
Team 587, qualified for the world 
championship with their win in the 
North Carolina district championship. 
They will travel to Houston to 
compete, with qualification matches 
to begin Thursday.

This is the first time the team has 
won the state’s district championship.

Orange High School junior 
Timothy Mitchell, The Hedgehogs’ 
electrical captain, said the feeling 
after the win was incredible.

“We were just absolutely amazed 

that we were able to pull this off, and we 
were really, really proud of ourselves,” 
Mitchell said. “We were all going 
insane. I know me and the other drive 
team were just over the moon.”

FIRST is a robotics competition 
where teams of students design, build 
and program robots for competitions 
against other student teams. Task sets 
are given to students at the beginning 
of the season, and this year, required 
robots to shoot tennis balls into a 
basketball hoop and climb diagonally 
on monkey bars.

The Hedgehogs are comprised 
of 46 members, with mentors and 
coaches for the team.

Garret Hill, a mentor for Team 587, 
said that the team’s competitiveness 
has stepped up.

“I think the thing that makes us 
special is just the determination 
to reach the goals we set at the 
beginning of the semester,” he said.

In total, Mitchell estimated 
that he and his teammates had 
dedicated over 10,000 hours to 
building their robot and preparing 

for competitions.
Orange High School junior 

Stuart Doyle, the team’s outreach 
and business captain, said he thinks 
the team was more driven to win 
because they had missed two years 
of competitions due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.

“We really wanted to go badly,” 
Doyle said. “I think we kind of had 
this super high level of motivation. 
We were super driven.”

The team has set up a GoFundMe 
page to gather community donations 
to help pay for the trip to Texas.

They hope to raise $55,000 to pay 
for an estimated 70 people to come, 
including all team members, mentors 
and some parents. As of Monday, the 
team has raised over $35,000.

“We’ve had the most community 
support that we’ve ever had,” Mitchell 
said. “I’m thankful that the whole 
community is kind of proud of us.”

The Hedgehogs will be competing 
against about 450 other teams at 
the world competition. To prepare, 
they have been refining their robot 

by making minor modifications that 
will help with consistency.

“I think our team will be able to 
hold themselves against everyone 
else there,” Hill said. “It’s a matter of 

putting in the same amount of effort 
when we’re there that we have every 
other competition.”

The high schoolers will 
travel to Houston to face 
about 450 other teams

By Maggie McIntyre
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @MaggieM04248222

HEALTH CARE

Insulin bill awaits Senate vote; advocates say it’s not enough

If Jessica Allston were to stop taking 
her insulin, she could be hospitalized 
in just seven hours.

Allston, a Type 1 diabetic who 
leads the North Carolina chapter of 
T1International, has advocated for 
increased awareness of the issues 
those with diabetes face since 2019. 

She said that while meaningful 
progress has been made toward 
securing affordable and safe insulin, 
such as through the Affordable Insulin 
Now Act that passed the U.S. House 

of Representatives last month, much 
advocacy and work remains to be done.

The bill proposes capping the 
price of insulin products for those 
under insurance at $35 or 25 
percent of a plan’s negotiated price 
starting in 2023.

It also comes in response to 
growing insulin costs, which have 
created new financial challenges for 
diabetics in N.C. and nationwide. 

According to the American Diabetes 
Association, the average price of a vial 
of insulin in 2021 was almost $300 — 
three times more than in 2009.

“A national copay cap would 
bring economic relief to millions of 
Americans forced to stretch beyond 
their means every month to pay for 
their insulin,” ADA Chief Advocacy 
Officer Lisa Murdock said in an email. 

The bill was received in the U.S. 
Senate early this month and would go 
into effect in 2023 if signed into law.

U.S. Rep. Angie Craig, D-M.N., the 
bill’s sponsor, could not be reached for 
comment at the time of publication. 

Diabetes, which has no known cure, 
impacts how the body regulates blood 
sugar levels. Those with diabetes either 
fail to produce the amount of necessary 
insulin — a chemical that moderates 
blood sugar — or cannot use what they 
do make effectively.

Diabetes comes in many forms: 
Type 1 diabetes, Type 2 diabetes and 
gestational diabetes. While treatment 
for each differs, insulin injections are 
often required to manage the disease 
and its health effects.

North Carolina has the 14th-highest 
rate of diabetes in the nation, according 

to the Kaiser Family Foundation.
Allston said increased insulin prices 

have led those with diabetes who are 
also low-income to face additional 
challenges. Insulin prices increased 
14 percent annually between 2012 
and 2018, according to the American 
Action Forum. 

Though some states, including 
Colorado and New Mexico, have 
attempted to address these rising 
prices with copay caps that minimize 
costs to users who have insurance, 
North Carolina has not.

“While North Carolina does offer 
insulin coverage in state insurance 
plans, they only cover 700,000 people 
who may or may not need insulin,” 
Allston said.

And though the Affordable Insulin 
Now Act would institute a national 

copay cap system at $35 or less, Allston 
said those who don’t have insurance 
would see no change in prices. 

Allston said the best policy to 
address rising insulin costs would be 
a price cap, which would limit how 
much insulin producers can charge 
for products.

And while there is little opportunity 
for reform at the local level, universities 
like UNC have taken efforts to support 
diabetic students.

Campus Health Director of 
Pharmacy Amy Sauls said UNC’s 
Student Blue plan has opportunities 
for financial aid, includes a $15 copay 
for a month’s supply of insulin and 
doesn’t require students to pay the 
day they pick up their medication.

The bill proposes a 
national copay cap 

system at $35 or less
By Harrison Gummel

Senior Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @harrisonggummel
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