
Take me down like I’m a domino.
JESSIE J
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Howard University junior Niya Fearrington (left) and UNC-Charlotte first-year 
Victoria Fornville (right) lead the Chapel Hill Rally for Justice in June 2020.

By Ally Smith
Staff Writer

In the wake of Black Lives Matter 
protests across the country, college 
students and Chapel Hill natives 
Emile Charles, Niya Fearrington 
and Victoria Fornville saw a need 
for activism in the Chapel Hill 
community. 

They helped organize events over 
the summer like the Rally for Justice 
and Juneteenth Rally. 

Fearrington, a junior at Howard 
University, said it’s important to her 
that Chapel Hill doesn’t remain a 
community that falls silent when it 
comes to advocating for Black lives. 

“I think oftentimes — when Black 
people are shot at the hands of the 
police, and we see major cities erupt 
in protest — we don’t see Chapel Hill 
one of the cities to respond,” she said. 

Rally for Justice, which took 
place in early June, was organized 
by Fearrington and Fornville, a 

first-year at UNC-Charlotte, in 
conjunction with the Chapel Hill-
Carrboro NAACP Youth Council. 
They said they had previously served 
as leaders on the council, and were 
grateful for the large turnout they 
saw at the event.

Fearr ington  sa id  over  the 
summer, she finally saw people 
getting behind the movement 
that she and other organizers had 
been pushing for a long time. She 
said since the media was covering 
protests all over the world, it was 
easier for people to understand 
police brutality is systemic. 

Fornville said the events over the 
summer were like watching history 
repeat itself.

“Being Black in America is still 
one of the hardest things that 
anyone has to deal with,” Fornville 
said. “I think so many people right 
now are learning that because 
they’re seeing it firsthand. It seemed 
for a while that every week there 
was another person who died in the 
hands of police brutality, and we’re 
sick of this.”

Charles, a first-year at UNC, 
hosted Chapel Hill Day of Action in 

June, which he said was his first foray 
into community-based activism.

He said his biggest obstacle while 
community organizing during a 
pandemic was a logistical one — 
navigating a new way to get the word 
out, as well as making sure everyone 
had face masks, gloves, water and 
space to spread out.

“I think in the past, organizing 
has largely been in-person, so we 
have to figure out different, creative 
ways that we can get around that,” 
Charles said. 

Charles said local organizers saw 
a decrease in attendance at events 
as the summer went on, but he 
believes there are now more people 
invested for the long term. He said 
grassroots efforts, such as voter 
registration, are important as the 
November election draws nearer 
— and he encourages people to pay 
attention to local school board and 
town council meetings.

Fearrington said although it 
seems like the physical protests have 
stopped, there are still people doing 
work behind the scenes. She said this 
occurs through legislation, meeting 
with officials and writing letters.

College students and 
Chapel Hill natives discuss 

organizing summer protests.

Youth organizers reflect on what comes next

“I think there’s a lot more that 
we need to see within our town,” 
Fearrington said. “Some people like 
to glorify Chapel Hill, but they don’t 
really know what it’s like to really be 
a Black person living here.”

Fornville said activists are trying 
to regroup as a spike in COVID-19 

cases has taken priority.
“I think there’s a lot on everyone’s 

plates,” Fornville said. “But we all 
understand that this isn’t a moment, 
this is a movement, and it takes time 
and you can’t stop.”

city@dailytarheel.com

UNC adopted a new Title IX policy. Here’s what that means: 

By Maddie Ellis
University Editor

The University adopted a new Title 
IX policy on Aug. 14, as required by 
federal guidelines issued by the U.S. 
Department of Education in May.

These guidelines set standards 
for the procedures and definitions 
that universities must operate under 
during Title IX hearings, while 
narrowing the scope of offenses that 
would violate Title IX.

UNC’s Policy on Prohibited 
Discrimination, Harassment and 
Related Misconduct previously served 
as an “umbrella” policy and covered 

discrimination and harassment based 
on any protected status, sexual assault 
or sexual violence, sexual exploitation, 
interpersonal violence, stalking, 
complicity for knowingly aiding in acts 
of prohibited conduct and retaliation. 

This policy has not changed,  
Director of Title IX Compliance 
Adrienne Allison said. 

To comply with the federal 
regulations, UNC created a new 
policy: The Policy on Prohibited 
Sexual Harassment Under Title IX.  

“So now what we have done is 
carved this narrow scope of conduct 
that will go under our new Title IX 
policy,” Allison said. 

Differences in policy

One of the major differences in the 
new Title IX policy is definitional, 

and can be boiled down to the 
difference between “and” vs. “or.” 

Title IX sexual harassment is 
now defined as “unwelcome conduct 
determined by a reasonable person to 
be so severe, pervasive, and objectively 
offensive that it effectively denies a 
person equal access to a University 
education program or activity.” 

But under the PPDHRM, sexual 
harassment is defined as “severe, 
persistent, or pervasive enough,” to 
create a hostile environment that 
would interfere with a student’s 
e d u c a t i o n ,  e m p l o y m e n t  o r 
participation in a University program. 

Another  d i fference  i s  the 
jurisdiction of the University. The 
new Title IX policy applies to 
locations over which the University 

The main differences pertain 
to the policy language and 

hearing procedures. 

DTH ILLUSTRATION/MATHERLY COLLINS
UNC adopted the U.S. Department of Education’s new changes to Title 
IX, which prohibits sex-based discrimination in education, on Aug. 14. SEE TITLE IX, PAGE 2
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UNC ignites 
‘domino effect’ 

DTH ILLUSTRATION/MATHERLY COLLINS

Universities across the country move classes online
By Heidi Pérez-Moreno

Staff Writer

It’s been about a week since UNC-
Chapel Hill announced undergraduate 
classes would go online after several 
COVID-19 clusters formed in 
residential dorms and fraternities. 

Since then, colleges and universities 

across the country have either delayed 
the start of in-person classes or moved 
the fall semester entirely online after 
reporting similar cases. 

“UNC was the first domino — the 
very first domino to fall,” said Bryan 
Alexander, a higher-ed thinker 
and futurist who teaches graduate 
seminars at Georgetown University. 
“But there will be more. Colleges and 

universities like to follow each other 
and really want to see what other 
campuses are doing. Some call it herd 
mentality. I think, a lot of times, they 
just want to see if something works.”

A day after UNC-Chapel Hill’s 
announcement, the University 
o f  N o t r e  D a m e  a n n o u n c e d 
undergraduate classes would go 
online for two weeks.

“When we saw UNC fall off the 
map, it was very much, ‘When is this 
going to happen to us?’” Michael 
Dugan, a student senator for Dillon 
Hall at Notre Dame, said. 

On Aug. 20, North Carolina 
S t at e  Un i v e r s i ty  a n n o u n c e d 
undergraduate classes would be 
held online after three coronavirus 
clusters were reported.

Three days later, East Carolina 
University moved the semester online.
Both universities began fall classes on 
Aug. 10 — the same day as UNC.

The same day ECU made the 
switch, UNC-Charlotte delayed the 
start of face-to-face classes until Oct. 1.

SEE DOMINO, PAGE 7
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CORRECTIONS
 
CLARIFICATION: An article 

in the Monday, August 24, 
2020 print edition of the 
Daily Tar Heel, titled “Hans, 
before the presidency,” 
incorrectly contextualized 
Mark Kleinschmidt as currently 
serving on the Chapel Hill 
Town Council. The article 
has been updated online to 
reflect that he is a former town 
council member. The Daily Tar 
Heel apologizes for this error.

 
Editorial corrections will be printed 

on this page. Errors committed 
on the Opinion Page have 
corrections printed on that page. 
Corrections also are noted in the 

DTH FILE/DUSTIN DUONG
Members of the Faculty Executive Committee convene with UNC Police 
Chief David Perry to discuss campus safety measures Monday, Nov. 4, 2019.

By Elizabeth Moore
Senior Writer

Although UNC reopened campus 
in the fall semester, many people 
were vocal over the summer with 
their opposition of the decision — 
with one group of faculty and campus 
workers even suing the University to 
guarantee safe workplace conditions. 

Records indicate that in May, 
faculty members directly contacted 
UNC administration to express 
specific concerns about reopening 
campus, like the need for widespread 
testing, proper personal protective 
equipment and procedures for 
determining class format. 

Now in August, some faculty 
members say their concerns were 
not adequately addressed and 
that the reopening process lacked 
transparency.

‘The off-ramp has already been taken’

Kenneth Janken offered to 
personally produce masks and 
protective equipment for the returning 
students, faculty and staff using the 
UNC Makerspace in a May email to 
Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz.

In an August interview, Janken 
said he was not suggesting to literally 
produce all of UNC’s gear.

But his point,  he said, was 
that equipment was not widely 
available in May due to failure in 
the country’s leadership, and he 
did not think the University could 
rely on the economy to produce the 
necessary gear.

“If the University was going to 
insist that we be in person — that 
we ought to do something to protect 
ourselves,” Janken said. “I was so 
ticked off. And I still am. I’m even 
more ticked off now than I was.”

The University provided masks 

and other PPE to faculty and 
students as part of the roadmap to 
the fall semester.

Tom Linden is director of the 
residential M.A. program in UNC’s 
Hussman School of Journalism and 
Media, and like Janken, he also 
contacted University administration 
with concerns in May.

In an interview on Aug. 12, 
Linden said he stands by both of 
his messages — one with the subject 
line “Concern about need for a mask 
directive on campus,” and another 
with several concerns about the 
spread of COVID-19 on campus.

“This train should have made the 
switch to a different track some time 
ago,” Linden said in the interview on 
Aug. 12 — before UNC’s remote-only 
decision for undergraduate classes.

Janken is one of those professors.
He is  teaching two remote 

courses this semester, but he said 
he was planning to teach in-person 
as late as July. 

“It became increasingly clear to 
me that that would be a bad idea,” 
Janken said.

Janken said the assumptions on 
which the Roadmap were based, 
when it was written in May, proved 
not to be true.

Both faculty and deans of schools 
within the University have reported 
a fair  amount of  freedom in 
determining the mode of instruction 
of their courses.

Though the University did not 
have an official procedure for 
determining the mode of instruction 
for each class, Kate Maroney, a 
spokesperson for UNC, said in an 
email that the University made 
flexibility a priority for faculty and 
students and continuously worked 
to reduce density in classrooms and 
on campus. She said the University 
has offered support for faculty 

members interested in offering their 
courses in any of the three formats.  

Questions remaining

Ahead of a May 20 faculty webinar 
hosted by the chancellor and provost, 
which 4,000 faculty members 
attended, the administration sent a 
survey to faculty with open-response 
questions about concerns and 
questions for the fall.

Maroney said on Aug. 17 that 
the goal of the survey was to learn 
what topics should be added to the 
Carolina Together website, where 
the University has posted reopening 
plans and announcements.

“This was just one of the many ways 
Chancellor Guskiewicz and Provost 
Blouin sought the feedback of the 
University community in developing 
the Roadmap for Fall 2020,” Maroney 
said in the statement.

But a 55-page document of 
questions remains unanswered for 

Deb Aikat, an elected member of the 
Faculty Executive Committee and 
25-year Hussman faculty member.

“There was no clear answer,” 
Aikat said. “It makes me sad 
because obviously we want to be 
in a situation where we want to do 
things that would help all of us, but 
it was not done.”

Aikat says he compiled the 
document from three sources: 
a list of questions that faculty 
colleagues had shared with UNC 
leaders, questions from Faculty 
Executive Committee members to 
UNC leaders and questions that 
campus colleagues posted via the 
Zoom chat feature during three 
FEC meetings — on May 11, June 
15 and June 22  — and the June 19 
community conversation.

“Whenever a student or faculty 
asked a question, they were set 
aside,” Aikat said. “Why?”

university@dailytarheel.com

Faculty asked for rolled back reopening

Here’s what’s happening with meal plans at UNC

DTH FILE/ANGELINA KATSANIS
The recently remodeled section of Chase Dining Hall on Sunday, June 7, 2020.

By Anthony Howard
Staff Writer

As students move off-campus after 
UNC announced the de-densification 
of campus housing, questions about 
meal plan cancellation are surfacing.

Students are able to cancel their 
meal plans without charge until 

Aug. 30. 
If a student misses this deadline, 

they can still cancel their meal plan 
by filling out a meal plan appeal form.

“We recognize what a stressful 
time this is for our community, 
especially students,” Scott Myers, 
director of auxiliary services, said in 
an email via UNC Media Relations. 

“Having easy access to fresh and 
sustainable food should not add to 
that stress and we’re proud to be able 
to meet that need for our students.” 

Myers said Carolina Dining 
Services is prepared to accommodate 
students and their dietary needs.

International students, students 
without reliable internet, athletes 
and others who choose to remain on 
campus are eligible to keep their meal 
plans, as dining halls will remain open.

Before the start of the fall semester, 
CDS implemented safety precautions 
for the dining halls, including single 
occupancy tables, automatic hand 
sanitizer stations, regular sanitation 
of dining table and chair surfaces, 
daily screenings for CDS employees, 
plexiglass barriers for cashiers and 
six-foot distance separations for lines 
at food stations and entrances.

Ivah Tyson, a first-year student 
majoring in biology, said she believes 
the dining halls could have done more 
with the upkeep of safety measures 
and their precautions for students who 
entered these spaces.

“I feel like they could have 
implemented checking people’s 
temperatures upon arrival,” Tyson said. 

“Ensuring that someone is putting on 
hand sanitizer when they come in. 
As far as keeping distance, they did 
do a pretty good job of that at times. 
People would be clustered together 
just because they came together.”

Damion Williams, a sophomore 
majoring in anthropology, said he used 
his meal plan when it was convenient, 
but this wasn’t as often because he had 
the ability to cook more.

Williams said he thought CDS did 
all they could do during these times to 
keep students protected.

“I remember walking into Lenoir 
and Chase, and they wouldn’t let 
anyone in unless you had a meal plan,” 
Williams said. 

Williams said he felt the atmosphere 
within both Lenoir and Chase was 
strikingly unique.

“We are used to going into Chase 
with your friends and it being 
crowded,” Williams said. “But this 
semester, both places were just 
deserted. I recall going to Lenoir and 
the place was just empty. Just going 
into a college dining hall and there 
being no one in there was insane.”

university@dailytarheel.com

“exercised substantial control,” 
including any building owned by 
a student organization officially 
recognized by the University, such 
as recognized fraternity and sorority 
houses. The new Title IX policy also 
only applies to conduct that occurs 
in the United States. 

The policies split when the office 
must make a determination on 
whether the report falls under the 
PPDRHM or the Title IX policy. 

Misconduct that explicitly falls under 
the narrowed scope of Title IX sexual 
harassment will be subjected to the 
Title IX process. All other misconduct 
that violates the PPDHRM would still 
be investigated under that policy. 

Differences in procedure

The primary differences between 
cases that are evaluated in the 
PPDHRM process and the Title 
IX process are who makes the 
determination of the case and what 
the hearing process looks like. 

Under the new Title IX process, 
there will be a live hearing in front 
of a panel.

“And in that hearing, there has to 
be cross examination,” Allison said. 

This cross examination would 
occur with both the reporting and 
responding party present. 

Throughout the new Title IX 
process, the University will have 
to provide a hearing adviser to 
represent each party. 

Ensuring that the University 

provides an advocate for both the 
reporting and responding party is 
new under these Title IX guidelines, 
Allison said. 

Student reactions

When the Department of Education 
announced the new federal guidelines, 
UNC students petitioned UNC to 
create policies that protect the rights 
of student survivors.

Over 2,400 people co-signed 
this petition. The students behind 
this petition later wrote an op-ed 
about what demands the University 
responded to, while calling on UNC 
to put action behind promises. 

Salena Braye-Bulls, one of the 
authors of the petition, said while 
the feedback they received from the 

University was encouraging, she 
wants to see more action. Mary Laci 
Motley said she was surprised that 
the University responded at all. 

“We want the administration to do 
what they said they’re going to do,” 
Broitman said. 

Broitman said  the  group’s 
advocacy will continue. The four 
students — Broitman, Braye-
Bulls, Motley and Lara Matsukura 
Bernardino — are working on 
organizing and continuing to 
demand that UNC is transparent, 
clear and direct in its language 
regarding Title IX on campus. 

“ Va g u e n e s s  w i l l  f av o r  t h e 
offender in our society and culture,” 
Broitman said. 

university@dailytarheel.com

TITLE IX 
FROM PAGE 1
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Inmate removed from death row for second time

DTH/CHASE COFIELD
The North Carolina Supreme Court in the Law and Justice Building in Raleigh, N.C pictured on Aug. 18, 2020.

By Elsa Karcher
Staff Writer

For the second time, Marcus 
Reymond Robinson has been taken 
off death row. 

The N.C. Supreme Court ruled 
on Aug. 14 that Robinson must be 
removed from death row, citing 
double jeopardy as a result of the 
repeal of the state’s Racial Justice Act.

The Racial Justice Act was 
passed in 2009 and stated that in 
North Carolina no person could be 
executed by the state based on a 
trial significantly impacted by the 
defendant’s race. Robinson was one 
of 140 inmates who used the act to 
appeal their death sentences between 
2009 and 2013.

He was the first whose sentence 
was changed from execution to a 
life sentence without parole, said 
David Weiss, a lawyer who previously 
represented Robinson. Following the 
repeal of the Racial Justice Act in 2013, 
Robinson’s sentence was changed 
back to execution until Aug. 14, when 
the courts ruled that he could not be 
sentenced to death twice as that would 
be a violation of double jeopardy. 

Theodore Shaw, professor of law 
and director of the Center for Civil 
Rights at UNC, said that the act was 
passed during a progressive era of 
the North Carolina Legislature. He 
said it was quickly repealed once the 
legislature became more conservative, 
which created uncertainty for the 
inmates who appealed their cases 

under the act. 
“And then the question was what 

happened to the people who were 
granted the relief of being taken off 
death row because their convictions 
or death penalties had been polluted 
by racial discrimination. Could they be 
put on death row again?” Shaw said. 

Cassandra Stubbs, Robinson’s 
lawyer and the Director of the Capital 
Punishment Project of the ACLU, 
successfully argued Friday that 
putting Robinson back on death row 
was illegal. Robinson’s case provided 
precedent for three other cases of 
individuals who were put onto death 
row twice due to the repeal. 

The ruling referenced a case in June 
that said all individuals who appealed 
their executions based on the racial 
justice act were owed a day in court 
regardless of the repeal. These two 
cases open the door for changes in 
the sentences of inmates currently on 
death row. 

Weiss said Robinson’s case is just 
one sign of a larger systemic problem. 

Stubbs also said Robinson’s case 
and the Racial Justice Act have 
exposed systemic bias within death 
penalty cases in North Carolina. 

“When you looked just big picture 
at the statistics the racial bias jumped 
out at you that so many people in 
North Carolina on death row were 
people of color,” Stubbs said. “So many 
people in North Carolina’s death row 
had been sentenced to death by all 
white or nearly all white juries.” 

A Michigan State University 

investigation into the North Carolina 
capital punishment process found 
that of the 159 prisoners on North 
Carolina’s death row, 31 were 
sentenced by all white juries and 38 
only had one juror of color. 

“I think that this is a major step 
forward on both our state’s path to 
racial justice and towards healing for 
Mr. Robinson’s family from the pain 

caused by this unique journey that 
took him off death row and somehow 
put him back on death row in a way 
that had never been done before,” 
Stubbs said. 

Weiss said that he views this 
ruling as the beginning of a far 
longer road ahead. 

“I don’t actually think the Racial 
Justice Act should be a very heavy 

lift for us,” Weiss said. “It says, ‘let’s 
just take this limited first step and 
make sure we aren’t executing any-
body where race is a factor in their 
cases.’ And I think once we get that 
out of the way then we can ask our-
selves: What’s next? What’s left to 
be done?”

city@dailytarheel.com

Commission discusses renaming campus buildings

DTH/LAUREN COOK
A screenshot of a presentation during a meeting held by the the 
Commission on History, Race and a Way Forward on Aug. 24, 2020. 

By Lauren Cook
Staff Writer

Members of the Commission on 
History, Race and a Way Forward 
discussed the consequences of the 
University honoring alumni who 
enslaved Black people on Monday.

An issue that members brought 
up throughout the meeting was 
how to implement a strategy that 
will address buildings named after 
individuals with histories of racism 
on campus while not restricting 
access to historical information.  

T he  Univers i ty ’s  Board  of 
Trustees implemented a 16-year 
freeze on renaming buildings in 
2015, after changing the name 
of “Saunders Hall,” named after 
a former Ku Klux Klan leader, to 
“Carolina Hall.” The BOT lifted the 
ban in June of this year.

James Leloudis, a history professor 
at UNC, continued the discussion of 
renaming buildings by describing 
a letter from Emily Bingham, a 
descendant of Robert Hall Bingham, 
the namesake of Bingham Hall.

Leloudis said that in the letter 
Emily shared concerns she had about 
the building being named in honor of 
Robert Bingham, a Civil War veteran 
who fought for the Confederacy. 

Patricia Parker, the chairperson of 
the Department of Communication, 
responded to the concern.  

“One of the reasons we wanted to 
bring this up to discuss is because 
we understand that things don’t 
happen instantaneously,” Parker 
said. “Research takes so much time, 
so we’re going to follow the protocol, 
but that should not stop us from at 
least thinking about how we would 
start to do some research on names 
that come to us.” 

Kenneth Janken,  a  history 
professor at UNC, brought up the 
history of certain campus buildings. 
He said while Battle Hall was named 
in 1912, the plaques on Battle, Vance 
and Pettigrew halls came to the 
University during the Jim Crow era. 

“The plaques were a class gift to the 
University, and it offers their career 
highlights in the Confederate army, 
secession era governor, all the stuff,” 

he said. “What was going on that the 
class of 1968 or 1970 — in the middle 
of all other sorts of social upheaval — 
thought that it was an appropriate gift 
to give it renewed prominence?” 

Joseph Jordan,  director  of 
the Sonja Haynes Stone Center 
for Black Culture and History, 
said while the University has a 
basic guideline for what to do if 
a building needs to be renamed, 
Jordan said there is much more 
difficulty when it comes to the 
preservation of history.  

“The next piece, however, is 
what you then do with those 
names,” Jordan said. “Because it 
exists in a history that UNC was 
not abstracted from, it was part 
and parcel of creating the identity 
for those people and how they 
thought of themselves. We do what 
we’re supposed to as an educational 
institution, we find a place on 
campus  where  those  names , 
individuals and what they were 
understood to be, can be studied.” 

university@dailytarheel.com

Al’s Burger Shack

• Open  for takeout/curbside 

pickup

• Hours: Monday through Saturday 

from 12 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

• Address: 516 W. Franklin St.

Buns

• Open for takeout

• Hours: Monday through Thursday 
from 11 a.m. - 10 p.m., Friday 
through Saturday from 11 a.m. - 12 
a.m., Sunday from 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

• Address: 109 N. Columbia St. 

Epilogue

• Open for takeout/curbside 

pickup

• Hours: Sunday through 

Wednesday from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., 

Thursday through Saturday from 11 

a.m. - 10 p.m. 

• Address: 109 E. Franklin St #100

Carolina Brewery

• Open for dine-in/delivery/

takeout

• Hours: Sunday through Thursday 

from 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.,  Friday 

through Saturday from 11 a.m. - 10 

p.m.

• Address: 460 W. Franklin St. 

Heavenly Buffaloes

• Open for dine-in/takeout/

delivery

• Hours: Sunday from 12 p.m. - 10 

p.m., Monday through Tuesday 

from 11 a.m. - 10 p.m., Wednesday 

through Saturday from 11 a.m. - 12 

a.m.

• Address: 407 W. Franklin St. 

Que Chula Tacos

• Open for dine-in/takeout

• Hours:  Monday through Sunday 

from 11:00 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

• Address: 140 W. Franklin St. 

Chipotle

• Open for dine-in

• Hours:  Monday through Sunday 

from 10:45 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

• Address: 301 W. Franklin St. 

WHAT’S OPEN ON FRANKLIN STREET UNC reports a 31 
percent positivity 
rate for last week

 By Maddie Ellis 
University Editor

The University reported a 31.3 
percent positivity rate of COVID-19 
tests last week — more than double 
the 13.6 percent positivity rate from 
the first week of class. 

UNC also reported 135 new positive 
cases of COVID-19 from the weekend. 

As of Sunday, there are 144 total 
reported cases at Granville Towers. 

Other dorms with confirmed 
clusters include: 

• Ehringhaus Residence Hall with 
22 cases

• Hinton James Residence Hall 
with 21 cases

• Carmichael Residence Hall with 

10 cases
• Craige Residence Hall with 10 

cases
• Morrison Residence Hall with 

seven cases
• Avery Residence Hall with six cases
As of Monday, the occupancy on 

campus is at 15.1 percent and 21.5 
percent at Granville Towers.

UNC moved all undergraduate 
courses online on Aug. 17. The 
following day,  the University 
announced students must cancel their 
housing contracts unless they have an 
expressed need to stay on-campus. 
Over 4,000 students left UNC housing 
last week, with no pause in classes. 

university@dailytarheel.com
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NAHJ chapter created at UNC

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JULIAN BERGER AND ANGELICA EDWARDS 
Julian Berger (left) and Angelica Edwards (right) founded UNC’s chapter of National Association of Hispanic Journalists.

By Isabella Sherk
Staff Writer

In June, UNC juniors Angelica 
Edwards and Julian Berger had an 
idea to make the UNC Hussman 
School of Journalism and Media 
more inclusive.

Edwards reached out to Berger 
to ask if UNC had a National 
Association of Hispanic Journalists 
chapter. They didn’t, so the two got 
started on creating one.

Together, they established UNC-
Chapel Hill NAHJ. 

“The purpose of creating this 
chapter is to create a space for Latinx 
journalism students on campus,” said 
Edwards, president of the chapter 
and former photo editor for The 
Daily Tar Heel.

Edwards said she hopes to invite 
guest speakers from the media 
sphere to speak with the chapter and 
eventually host networking events to 
meet new people in the field. 

“We want to have events that 
are geared toward supporting us,” 
Edwards said.

Edwards said she and Berger 
used the summer to find an adviser, 
establish an executive board, get 
letters of recommendation and 
recruit members to join their 
organization. The organization 

was approved as an official NAHJ 
chapter this month.

Paul Cuadros,  an associate 
professor at the journalism school 
and the faculty advisor for the 
UNC-Chapel Hill NAHJ, said this 
organization will help give Latinx 
students the opportunity to network.

“I think in terms of diversity and 
inclusion for Hussman, this is a really 
big step for the school to have this 
chapter and organization within the 
school, providing these opportunities 
for the growing number of Latinx 
students,” Cuadros said.

Through NAHJ, Edwards wants 
to have discussions about important 
topics in their community that they 
might not learn in their journalism 
classes,  such as reporting in 
communities that speak Spanish.

Daniela Rodriguez-Puente, a junior 
and the organization’s treasurer, said 
creating a community for Latinx 
students is really important to her.

“When you’re in university, trying 
to grow in your profession, it’s 
important to have people to support 
you, who you can look to that are 
like you, that can relate to you,” 
Rodriguez-Puente said.

Rodriguez-Puente also spoke 
to the need for representation of 
the Latinx community within the 
journalism school.

“I was in classes where I would be 
the only Spanish-speaking person, 
the only person who could speak to 
that experience — and that’s a trend 
that has followed me in my classes in 

my last three years here,” Rodriguez-
Puente said.

Edwards said she is excited to 
create a space on campus that did 
not exist before.

“Our work isn’t done, it’s just 
beginning, and I’m really excited to 
see what we can do,” she said.

university@dailytarheel.com

The show goes on for the marching Tar Heels

DTH FILE/DANA GENTRY 
Senior Annabelle Webb performs during halftime with the Marching Tar 
Heels during the Belk College Kickoff game on Saturday, Aug. 31, 2019.

By Jake Smith
Staff Writer

UNC’s Marching Tar Heels are 
fighting to keep school pride alive.

Director of University Bands 
Jeffrey Fuchs and his team have had 
to drastically change the operations 
of the student groups under his 
direction — pivoting away from a 
plan to run in-person meetings with 
social distancing measures in place.

“The ultimate decision was made 
that the risk of playing the brass 
and woodwind instruments was not 
worth taking,” Fuchs said. “So on 
July 31 we pivoted to just drums, 
guard and majorettes.”

The sections of the band still 
practicing are doing so remotely.

Trevor Brown, a junior trumpet 
player, will not be involved in formal 
practices this semester.

“It’s difficult because marching 
band is a big part of my whole 
semester,” Brown said. “So not being 

able to do it kind of sucks, and it 
takes me away from the music that 
I really want to play.”

Others, such as sophomore 
snare drum player Luke Satterfield, 
have been told they will continue 
rehearsals in a remote environment.

“Moving forward, I’m not really 
sure what to expect,” said Satterfield. 
“Because practicing all together 
online, even in small sections, could 
be a challenge due to the sound delay 
that usually comes with internet and 
video communication.”

Fuchs explained that the approach 
to teaching his students in a virtual 
environment will be different from 
what it might be under normal 
circumstances.

“A lot of the kids are finding that 
the virtual experience is almost 
more frustrating than not being 
able to do it at all because of latency 
issues with internet speeds and 
everything,” Fuchs said. “It’s almost 
impossible to do anything together, 

so it’s really a matter of just working 
on individual things.”

Fuchs said he has emphasized to 
his students that everybody is a part 
of something greater than themselves.

“Just because I can’t play doesn’t 
mean I don’t want anyone else to 
play,” Brown said. “If we all don’t 
play, we all lose out.”

Fuchs said he understands many 
students are upset they cannot 
have the experience they expected 
and recognizes the importance 
of bringing everyone together — 
especially the new members — to 
the success of the program.

Heavy emphasis has been placed 
on keeping the social aspect of the 
organization intact through virtual 
meetings and section group chats. 

“For me, marching band is 
about Carolina pride,” Brown said. 
“Without marching band, I kind of 
lose some of that pride.” 

sports@dailytarheel.com

First-year roommates Jenna Barnes (left) and Ainsley Kaplan (right) hug in 
the Hinton James parking lot after moving out on Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2020.

Students moved out of dorms, one week into classes

TOP:  Students’  belongings in a pile outside Hinton James. 
BOTTOM: A mattress is moved into an off-campus house.

TOP: Sophomore Sahil Hira loads items into his trunk.
BOTTOM: A first-year moves out of Craige Residence Hall.
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Due to the COVID -19 
pandemic, some of our 
favorite restaurants on 

Franklin Street have temporarily 
or permanently closed. Restaurants 
open and close all the time on 
Franklin, but since the pandemic 
began, it seems we’ve lost even more 
than normal. Nothing will be able to 
fill the void left in our hearts (and 
stomachs) from never eating Ms 
Mong’s fried tofu or Waffle House 
hashbrowns at 4 a.m. We didn’t even 
get to have a proper goodbye meal.

In light of the many changes 
happening on Franklin Street this 
year, the Editorial Board came 
together to write a short note on 
some of our favorite restaurants that 
have had to close their doors. Join us 
in mourning some UNC classics — 
these places might be gone, but they 
will never be forgotten. 

Ms Mong
Though often overshadowed 

by its close neighbor Hibachi 
& Company, Ms Mong and its 
delicious build-your-own stir-fry 
was a great option for both dine-in 
and takeout. We have nothing but 
fond memories there. 

Lula’s
Not Lula’s! Nothing could beat 

the fried chicken and biscuits with 
honey. The friendly staff and homey 
atmosphere will truly be missed. Its 

predecessor, Spanky’s, didn’t make it 
either — maybe that location is cursed. 

LOTSA
We have now officially lost all the 

restaurants on the intersection of 
Franklin and N. Columbia. We will 
miss eating our customized pizzas 
while people-watching through the 
windows. It’s hard to imagine where 
hoards of first-years will gather after 
making the trek from South Campus. 
Hey, at least we still have Pizza Press.

Waffle House?
Though we aren’t sure if it ’s 

closed forever, right now we’re 
missing a Franklin Street staple. 
Where else are we supposed to get 
breakfast food at 3 a.m.? The yellow 
sign outside beckoned the weary 
and weak who roamed Franklin 
into the morning hours. Nothing 
was more satisfying than waffles, 
hashbrowns and sticky seats inside. 
While there may be more Waffle 
Houses in the Triangle, it won’t 
be the same as our favorite one on 
Franklin. Waffle House was so much 
more than a house for waffles — it 
was a home.

Additionally, some restaurants 
have announced temporary closures 
as they wait to ride out the pandemic.

Linda’s Bar & Grill
COVID-19 has taken so much 

from us already… it cannot take 
Linda’s too. From loaded tots to 

that delicious baked mac & cheese, 
Linda’s never fails to provide us 
with a healthy dose of serotonin. 
T h e  i d e a  o f  L i n d a ’s  c l o s i n g 
permanently is something we 
refuse to even consider.

Carolina Coffee Shop
Carolina Coffee Shop has been 

around longer than our grandparents 
— so it was distressing to learn that 
it has closed temporarily due to 
the recent increase of COVID-19 
cases on campus. (Fun fact: Digital 
Managing Editor Will Melfi went on 
a date there once, and was ghosted 
shortly after.)

In all seriousness, though, the 
recent changes on Franklin Street 
are only a microcosm of what’s 
happening across the country — 
COVID-19 has had serious economic 
consequences for small businesses 

everywhere. But thanks to a smaller-
than-normal student population 
and the uncertain future of sporting 
events — two huge sources of revenue 
for businesses in Chapel Hill — 
restaurants on Franklin Street have 
been hit especially hard. And with 
government financial aid running 
out, the fate of other businesses in 
the area remains unclear. 

However, most restaurants in 
Chapel Hill have shifted to takeout 
and outdoor dining operations to 
maintain the health and safety of 
customers and employees amid the 
pandemic. Grab a bite to go and 
support them if you can. 

P.S. If Cosmic Cantina closes, the 
Editorial Board will resign. 

@DTHOpinion
opinion@dailytarheel.com

EDITOR’S NOTE: Columns, cartoons and letters do not necessarily 
represent the opinions of The Daily Tar Heel or its staff.  Editorials reflect 
the opinions of The Daily Tar Heel editorial board, which comprises 15 
board members, the opinion assistant editor and editor and the editor-
in-chief.
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“once again it’s America, the nation where the inevitable must 
play out before it is addressed”
@tomtomorrow, responding to the news that the University’s COVID-19 positivity rate was 31.3 
percent last week 

“If we would’ve just stayed closed, none of this would be necessary.”
Kevin Gomez-Gonzalez, sophomore, addressing the housing dilemma students are facing after 
UNC’s reopening blunder
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Dear sister,
It’s been a year since my 

last letter to you. This one 
was supposed to go so differently. I 
had planned on writing a sappy little 
note about how much you’ve grown 
since your first year — how much you 
inspired me, how I kind of admire 
you for stealing my clothes even in 
college and how I will miss you so 
after graduating this year. I really will.

But it’s been a year and you’ve 
witnessed how this joint has so 
little regard for their hard-working 
campus workers and staff, students 
of color, community members 
and activists. How this place has 
completely mishandled a global 
pandemic and its impact in both 
statewide and student contexts. 
How this institution has made a 
mockery of our needs by harboring 
racism, fear, elitism and, scariest of 
all, denial throughout campus. 

There’s so much I love about this 
school that I hoped to share with 
you: professors who believed in me, 
who introduced me to subjects and 
interests that changed my life; new 
friends and loves and even campus 
unicorns that have brought me joy 
and so many excited ‘hellos’ on the 
way to class. A beautiful green quad 
on which to sit and make laughter, 
and diverse passions that have 
emboldened me to become a better 
person. I do not take those times 

Since school started two 
weeks ago, two things have 
become clear. First, the 

UNC administration dropped the 
ball in organizing and creating a safe 
environment for classes to resume on 
campus. Second, some UNC students 
showed little to no responsibility for 
controlling the spread of COVID-19.

These two issues go hand-in-hand 
to contribute to the soaring cases at 
UNC and in Chapel Hill. The UNC 
administration relied on faulty 
assumptions, and enough students 
chose to ignore social distancing and 
gathering guidelines. 

Arguing over who is  more 
responsible  i s  an  impor tant 
conversation to have, but it won’t 
change our current situation, 
especially considering there were 
over 500 new cases last week. 

Yes, students are somewhat 
responsible for spreading the virus. 
But let’s not forget UNC put us in this 
position to begin with. Regardless, it 
is time to make some serious changes.  

I’m no public health expert, but 
the almost daily Alert Carolina 
messages should be enough to 
indicate that things are NOT going 
well. Plus, who knows how many 
COVID-19 clusters exist off-campus?

The administration wrongly 
brought us all back here, ignoring 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c 
recommendations in the process. But 
somehow, the administration still 
isn’t prepared to fully acknowledge 
its role in this disaster. 

Students: we have to do better. 
We can’t change the events of the 

past two weeks, but we have an active 
role in shaping what the future will 
look like in Chapel Hill. 

Practicing social distancing, 
limiting large group gatherings, 
keeping up with symptoms and 
quarantining have to be taken 
seriously. Ignoring these guidelines 
by saying, “we’re young, we’ll be fine,” 
or, “if I get it, I get it” is part of the 
reason we are seeing spikes in cases 
across campus and Chapel Hill. 

While I am urging students to be 
more responsible, I am well aware 
that the University administration is 
at the core of our current problem. 
Their ignorance and sense of 
entitlement laid the foundation for 
a new COVID-19 hotspot to emerge. 

S tudents  had  a  choice  in 
returning to campus. Still, we were 
brought back to campus with the 
understanding that things would 
be safe. It was obvious even before 
classes started that it wasn’t going to 
be. Still, UNC chose to bring us back. 
For what? Money? The “Carolina 
experience”? As students continue 
to be infected, it is obvious that the 
University played with our lives. 
Now, we pay the price.

Each day, I check the UNC 
COVID-19 dashboard and my heart 
breaks. Dozens of new cases are 
being reported daily. I always stop 
and think about the individuals, 
my peers and friends, that make up 
these statistics. It’s a scary reminder 
that someone from our school, in 
some way, is suffering, hospitalized 
or could even die. 

Now is the time to step up and be 
responsible for our own lives and the 
lives of our peers. UNC didn’t do it, 
so we have to. 

@abbahasa
opinion@dailytarheel.com

Elisa Kadackal is 
a senior majoring in 
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for granted, and I hope you can 
experience all of that and more.

But it’s been a year and you’ve 
also seen inequities and injustices 
and uncertainties we’ve expressed 
anxieties about over the phone for 
months. Today you’re at home with 
our family, instead of waving to 
your passing friends or eating Med 
Deli amid burbling conversations 
on the quad. You’re taking online 
classes from your room because 
our institution could not foresee, — 
despite the loudly voiced concerns 
and petitions of students, parents, 
professors and community leaders 
— an easily predictable COVID-19 
positivity rate explode in the span of 
just a week. 

“I don’t apologize for trying,” 
they’ve told you. And now you 
know that your experiences, your 
sufferings, your safety, your health 
and even your expensive learning — 
they are all pitted against the cold 
background of a university that could 
not be bothered to care.

Dear sister, I want to tell you not 
to worry, that it’ll get better. And in so 
many ways, it will. I am hoping you will 
be able to return to some semblance of 
normalcy as a college student.

Don’t let tough times get you 
down. I look at you now and I see 
a strong woman. There is yet some 
warmth to feel, if not from the 
leaders of our institution, then from 
the soul-filling connections and 
giggly remembrances you will still 
experience, by yourself and with your 
friends, in time. Dear sister, you are 
not alone. For now, saddle up and 
make some tea, we’ll laugh and learn 
from home.

Love, your big sis
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Across
1 Half a poverty-to-wealth metaphor
5 Shows affection, dog-style
10 Amt. rarely paid by a car buyer
14 Came down
15 Puget Sound, e.g.
16 Elevator name
17 Building emergency exit
19 Takes too much for oneself
20 Natural skill
21 Ark landing site: Abbr.
23 P&L part
25 Injure badly
26 Pay
29 Letters at the end of a proof
32 Fish with a net
35 German gent
36 Stalin-era prisons
38 Green acres
39 Some nest egg components
40 Only monosyllabic U.S. state
41 Weighty Brit. references
42 Tease
43 “Ars Poetica” poet
44 Craving
45 Time off

47 From S.F. to Vegas
48 Aquarium cutie
49 Math subj.
51 Palm starch
53 “Spring Symphony” composer
57 Be released
61 West Virginia resource
62 They’re holstered in old Westerns
64 Forget to include
65 Connoisseur
66 Provide the bank blueprints for, 

say
67 Even civil ones aren’t friendly
68 Bedding component
69 Flu fighters
  

Down
1 Finn conveyance
2 Et __: and others
3 “Atta __!”
4 Heinz Field NFL team
5 Grocery shoppers’ aids
6 Ltd. relative
7 Refuse to talk, with “up”
8 Didn’t give away
9 Iron output
10 Angora goat fabric
11 Severe weather warning
12 Latvian capital
13 Sibilant “Hey!”
18 First chimp in orbit
22 “Peanuts” word of frustration
24 With 31-Down, hoedown 

activities, and a hint to the circled 
letters

26 Pirouette
27 Elevated dwelling
28 “Sit, sit”
30 Sports bureau co-founder Al or 

Walter
31 See 24-Down
33 Golfer’s “pitching” club
34 Surgical cutter
36 Controversial crop alteration, for 

short
37 “Golly!”
41 Too tired to go further
43 Big wheel on a ship
46 Gymnast’s jumps
48 Prayer opener
50 Settles
52 Contract negotiator
53 Flat-bottomed garbage hauler
54 Deep sleep
55 Builder who lived to be 950
56 Central church part
58 Cartoonist Goldberg
59 The “E” in DOE: Abbr.
60 Spanish pronoun
63 Actress Wallace of “E.T.”

© 2015 The Mepham Group. All rights reserved.

The LA Times
Crossword Puzzle

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is an 8 — Reach out for 
community support to navigate 
unexpected circumstances. Get a 
broader perspective by connecting 
with your wider circle. Friends offer 
another view.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is an 8 — Take charge at work 
to adapt to changes as they occur. 
Listen to other views to discover 
what you’ve been missing. Find 
bridges, stopgaps and solutions.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is a 9 — Investigate 
possibilities. Opportunities can hide 
under recent changes. Hunt for what 
you want and find it. Explore options, 
potential and logistics. Prioritize 
safety.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is an 8 — Changes necessitate 
budget revisions. Review and update. 
Adjust to support what’s ahead. 
Don’t forget an upcoming expense. 
Confirm intuition, purchases and 
shared plans.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is a 7 — Adjust your 
collaboration for unforeseen barriers 
or changes. Work out communication 
channels, roles and responsibilities 
with your partner. Provide a 
steadying hand. Make lemonade 
together.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is an 8 — Maintain healthy 
practices despite challenges. Exercise 
energizes you. Nature feeds your 
spirit. Prioritize routines for balance, 
strength and vitality. Discover fresh 
work inspiration.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is an 8 — Distractions and 
surprises abound. Focus on fun, 
family and romance. Get engaged 
with a project, game or adventure. 
Spend time with someone charming

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
 Today is a 7 — Home and family 
have your attention. Discuss the 
changes you’d love. Research 
materials and supplies. Use what 
you have in new ways. Imagine the 
possibilities.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today is an 8 — Creative projects 
can flower. Write, sketch and record 
your views. Edit and refine ideas. 
Elaborate the best options, and share 
with trusted advisors for feedback.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is an 8 — Get terms in writing, 
especially as changes continue to 
alter the landscape. Adapt to new 
markets and opportunities. Lucrative 
ventures spark. Wheel and deal. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Today is a 9 — Keep your eye on the 
ball. Avoid risky business. Personal 
dreams and ambitions get realized 
with persistence and patience. You 
can make things happen.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 6 — Cut distractions 
and find a peaceful, private spot 
for productivity with deadlines, for 
organizing upcoming plans or for 
indulging in your favorite self-care 
rituals.

HOROSCOPES If August 26 is Your 
Birthday...

Home and family delight this year. Consistent household practices satisfy. Expect 
the unexpected with shared ventures. Winter changes with travel or study plans 
motivate a flourishing phase of creativity and communication. Change directions 
with messaging next summer, before your research hits gold. Connect for 
shared thriving.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(C)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

  
                    Deadlines

Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication
Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days

prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252
DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarket-

Direct
Support

Professional
We are currently 

recruiting for motivated 
and enthusiastic 

individuals to work 
with residents with 

developmental disabilities 
of all ages!

A great opportunity for 
psychology and social 
work students! Various 

shifts available including 
PT and FT.

Pay up to $11/hr.
For more information click 

thru to http://jobs.rsi-nc.org.

Child Care WantedChild Care Wanted

SEEKING CHILDCARE Amazing family seeking fun, dependable “babysitter” to hang out with and 
support a great, artistic and funny 13 year old girl.  We’re looking to welcome an incredible person who 
can work 3-6(ish) every week day (Monday-Friday), and some additional days. Support with homework, 
driving, and some light housework appreciated. (734) 276-3883. sgoldin@Umich.edu

VolunteringVoluntering

ANTIBODY RESEARCH STUDY COVID The US Environmental Protection Agency is seeking adults 
ages 18 and up for Research Study. This is a study developing a non-invasive assay for research on 
COVID-19. Eligible candidates will have had a positive diagnosis of COVID-19 in the past 2 months.  
You will provide saliva samples by mail and complete a short questionnaire. Compensation up to $100. 
For more informaton, call 919-966-0607 or visit www.epastudies.org. Keyword: COVID.
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Tom Birkland, associate dean for 
research and engagement at N.C. State 
and a public policy professor, said he 
sees the events that unfolded last week 
at UNC-Chapel Hill as an opportunity 
for other universities to reevaluate 
their plans. 

“It’s always difficult sometimes to say 
what event is catalytic, but in this case, 
I think using the catalyst is a pretty 
good metaphor for what happened 
(at UNC-Chapel Hill),” Birkland said. 
“They triggered a lot of other schools to 
look at their situations.”

Although UNC-Chapel Hill wasn’t 
the first school to reopen campus, it 
was the first to take drastic action 
to switch classes online and send 
students living on campus home. 

That, coupled with UNC-Chapel 
Hill being one of the largest state 
schools in North Carolina with more 
than 30,000 students enrolled, sent 
shock waves across academia. 

Richard Guarasci, higher education 
consultant and former president 
of Wagner College in New York, 
said college leaders began to realize 
that an online fall semester among 
colleges and universities this fall may 
be inevitable. 

Many schools chose to start fall 
classes earlier than usual under the 
assumption that the coronavirus 
would die down in the summer 
months because of the heat. 

But cases have seen a drastic 
resurgence over the last few months. 

Many states — such as Florida, 
California and Texas — each logged 
more than 10,000 cases on a nearly 
daily basis in July. 

Around 22 percent of colleges and 
universities across the U.S. are holding 
face-to-face classes this fall, according 
to research compiled by Alexander. 

Although some schools have 
already switched to a virtual semester, 
others are sticking to their plans, even 
as cases have risen on campus. 

Auburn University reported 207 
positive COVID-19 cases among 
students and employees between 
Aug. 15 to Aug. 21, based on the 
school’s COVID-19 data. 

Last week, Syracuse University 
suspended 23 students that gathered 
on the quad, according to a letter 
from the administration.

“A lot of students are just prepared 
to pack up and leave if need be,” said 
Thomas Shults, a broadcast and digital 
journalism senior at Syracuse who is 
living off campus this semester.

“We all knew this was going to 
happen,” Shults said. “UNC merely 
proved it.”

university@dailytarheel.com

DOMINO EFFECT
FROM PAGE 1Granville residents left uncertain

DTH/MORGAN PIROZZI
Students kick a ball around on the lawn in front of Granville Towers, an off-campus residence hall on Aug. 24, 2020.

After Carolina Housing announced that residents should cancel their 
contracts by Aug. 25, Granville Towers residents look ahead to what’s next. 

By Sara Raja
Staff Writer

Fol lowing the  Univers i ty ’s 
decision to move undergraduate 
classes to remote delivery, students 
living in residence halls were asked 
to cancel their housing contracts 
by Aug. 25 and return to their 
permanent homes by Aug. 30. 

Those living in privately owned 
Granville Towers were no exception. 

Granville Towers is owned by 
the University of North Carolina 
Foundation and partners with 
Carolina Housing. The residence hall 
was the site of a COVID-19 cluster and 
has had 144 positive cases of COVID-
19 as of Monday.

Stephanie  Berrier,  interim 
d i r e c t o r  o f  m a r k e t i n g  a n d 
communications of UNC finance 
and operations, said in an email that 
the privately owned and managed 
residence hall for UNC students 
will be following the same move-out 
procedures as Carolina Housing. 

UNC is using a formal review 
process for students who need to 
remain on campus, prioritizing 
criteria such as lack of access to 
reliable internet, lack of access to safe 
alternative housing or international 
students, UNC Media Relations said 
in an email. 

In the last week, Granville Towers’ 
occupancy decreased from 76.6 
percent to 21.5 percent, with only 
280 leases remaining as of Monday. 

Sam Rappaport, a first-year 
student who was living in Granville 
Towers, said he wasn’t surprised 
when the University asked students 
to cancel their housing contracts.

“I think we all kind of came in 
and expected this at least in some 
capacity,” he said. “I don’t think 
anyone thought we would be here for 
a week and then leave, but it’s hard 
not to be disappointed about it.”

Rappaport said he has moved 
home to Raleigh for the semester, 
but said he knows other students 
who were living in Granville Towers 
and are now trying to find off-
campus housing.

“A lot of people are scrambling to 
find apartments, so all that can be 
stressful,” he said.

Rappaport said he witnessed 
students in Granville Towers mostly 

wearing masks and following 
guidelines in hallways and the dining 
hall, but small and large groups of 
students would gather in dorm rooms.

First-year student Ashley Parsons 
was also living in Granville Towers. 
She said no one stopped students 
from having various people gather 
in their rooms.

“There were definitely people 
having a lot of people in rooms, 
which I don’t think we were really 
supposed to do, but they weren’t 
super cracking down on it,” she said.

Parsons said she is moving into 
an off-campus apartment next 
week with roommates she found 
in a Facebook group for leases and 
subleases in Chapel Hill.

“It’s definitely been stressful trying 

to balance all my online classes and 
trying to find a place to live,” she said.

First-year student Lacey Ragan 
said she is also planning to move from 
Granville to an off-campus apartment 
in Chapel Hill. She said she considered 
moving home but was worried about 
being in a distracting environment.

“I’m better off being on my 
own and being able to focus on 
everything,” she said.

First-year Madison Grajzar 
canceled her lease at Granville 
Towers before move-in day and 
instead found an off-campus 
apartment with her roommate.

“I  was frustrated for  them 
because I know it ’s not really 
feasible for everyone to be able to 
get off-campus housing so late in 

the game,” she said. 
Reed Bass, a first-year student 

who lived in Granville Towers, said 
he’s temporarily relocating to Parker 
Residence Hall to isolate after testing 
positive for COVID-19.

“I don’t really know what to expect 
to be honest with you, but I don’t 
really have any other options because 
I can’t go home,” he said.

Bass lives with his 100-year-
old grandmother, and his mother 
works in health care. He said he is 
even wary to return home after his 
isolation period is up and wants to 
make sure he won’t transmit the 
virus to family or friends at home. 

He said he is looking for an off-
campus apartment to sublease 
after he leaves isolation in Parker 
Residence Hall, but he isn’t sure 
what his plan is yet. 

“The things that freshmen this 
year have had to deal with are just 
something that they shouldn’t have 
to deal with,” Bass said. 
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“I was frustrated for them because I know it’s not really 
feasible for everyone to be able to get off-campus so 
late in the game.” 
Madison Grajzar
First-year student
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