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RESIDENCE HALLS


Carolina Housing renovates aging campus


DTH/JAKE HOGAN
Dorms around campus are starting to show their age. An aerial view of dorms off of Manning Dr. is pictured here on 
Sunday, Jan. 21.


Plans include new 
HVAC systems and 
accessibility features


By Anna Heath
Staff Writer


university@dailytarheel.com


“The kind of work that 
we need to do in the 
buildings can’t just be 
done in a summer.
Allan Blattner
Executive director of Carolina Housing


As a listed requirement for all first-
years, almost every UNC student gets 
the on-campus housing experience.


Through renovations and new 
developments in on-campus housing, 
the University attempts to balance both 
student needs and affordability.


But as the campus ages, residence 
halls across campus have undergone 
smaller-scale renovations over the past 
few years, such as central air upgrades, 
new windows and new tiling.


“They (the buildings) are very nice in 
some cases, but it’s a room smaller than 
you would probably otherwise want to 
share with another human being,” Allan 
Blattner, executive director of Carolina 
Housing, said. “But we have to take 
this experience, and meld it into the 
Carolina experience for our students.”


In the summer of 2019, Stacy 
Residence Hall recieved a centralized 
HVAC system, and Joyner Residence 
Hall was given the same upgrade 
in the following summer. In 2022, 
UNC replaced washing machines 
and dryers across campus.  


More robust plans were part of the 
2019 University Master Plan, which 
incorporated construction and design 
plans for a 15-year timeline. The 
Planning and Design Department of 
Facilities Services developed the plan 
with input from Carolina Housing. 


“Part of what’s hard about the Master 
Plan is the kind of work that we need to 
do in the buildings can’t just be done in 
a summer anymore. We’ve done most 


of those projects,” Blattner said.
Part of the Master Plan includes 


South Campus’ Odum Village, a former 
graduate housing complex that has 
since been partially demolished. The 
complex’s land is intended to be a part 
of the “Campus South Hub” zone that 
is outlined in the Master Plan.


The plan was to be further discussed 
and more broadly implemented in 
2020 but was delayed due to the onset 
of the coronavirus pandemic. 


“The attention was shifted to more 
near-term, immediate needs to keep 
people safe and try as best as possible 
to keep people healthy,” University 


Architect Evan Yassky said.
Carolina Housing profit relies on 


student dues, which were refunded 
during the pandemic, causing a 
significant financial impact that led 
Carolina Housing to reassess the 
original renovation plans. 


“Is (the plan) still the right way to 
do it? Part of that is an evaluation of 
‘Have students’ needs changed based 
on the pandemic?’” Blattner said. 


In hopes to continue intentions of 
the Master Plan, an overall upgrade 
to Avery Residence Hall is the next 
major housing project in line. 


Construction is scheduled to begin 


in May 2024 and will require Avery 
to be “offline” for 12 to 15 months. The 
renovations will include centralized 
HVAC and accessibility features such 
as an elevator and accessible showers.


Parker and Teague Residence 
Halls could also be renovated 
similarly to Avery or demolished 
and replaced by new buildings with 
additional floors, Blattner said.


Carolina Housing aims to support 
students in the transition to college 
life through the on-campus housing 
requirement. Roughly 40 percent 
of undergraduate students live on 
campus, according to the Carolina 


Housing Strategic Plan. Blattner 
said on-campus housing can allow 
a level of convenience and flexibility 
that the off-campus market lacks.


“I think if I was farther away, 
my motivation to go to class would 
dip significantly,” Cameron Neale, 
a sophomore who lives in Kenan 
Residence Hall, said.


Neale said that affordability and 
proximity were reasons to continue 
living on campus — athletic events 
and friends are always close by. 


Some students say that choosing 
another year of on-campus housing 
can be easier than finding roommates 
and an apartment or house.


“I feel like while you’re adjusting 
to your classes, you just aren’t ready 
to commit to something like that. So 
you end up living on campus again,” 
Connor Lee, a first-year who lives in 
Graham Residence Hall, said.


While some students enjoy living 
on-campus, others have not had as 
pleasant experiences. Some dorms 
have struggled with maintenance 
issues such as broken elevators, 
lead in the water and cleanliness. 


“It ’s a unique time. I really 
hope that students continue to see 
the value in that,” Blattner said. 
“That the experience is uniquely 
collegiate and uniquely Carolina.”


Twitter: @anna_rynnn
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‘Tarred Healing’ debuts museum exhibit


DTH FILE/IRA WILDER
Cornell Watson, the photographer behind “Tarred Healing,” poses for a portrait in his Durham office on Saturday, 
Feb. 26, 2022. “Tarred Healing” is a photo story reflecting on Black history in Chapel Hill and at UNC. 


Five years after purchasing 
his first camera to take pictures 
of his daughter, Cornell Watson 
celebrated the opening of his 
exhibit “Tarred Healing” at the 
National Civil Rights Museum. 


“It feels really surreal and very 
gratifying,” Watson said. 


The exhibit  opened at  the 
Memphis, Tennessee museum on Jan. 
16 and is running until March 20. 


Noelle Trent, the museum’s 
director of interpretation, collections 
and education, said that the museum 
first learned of Watson’s story 
through national media.   


“Tarred Healing reflects the 
complex and fraught process of 
racial reconciliation beyond the 
removal of Confederate symbols on 
campuses throughout the country,” 
she said in a statement. “Watson’s 
vivid photography illustrates the 
long arc toward justice.”  


‘Disagreements over content, 
scope’    


     
A lifelong Tar Heel fan, Watson 


was offered an artist residency in 
June 2021 at UNC’s Sonja Haynes 
Stone Center for Black Culture and 
History to create an exhibit honoring 
Black history through photographing 
places on campus that are relevant to 
the University’s racial past.   


After  spending six  months 
curating the exhibit and receiving 
national attention, including a 
feature in The Washington Post, 
The Stone Center pulled the project.       


“Disagreements over content and 
scope” were reasons the Center cited for 
dismissing the project in a statement to 
The Daily Tar Heel last February. 


Twelve days after the Center 
originally  pulled the exhibit , 
Watson received an email a day 
before the project was scheduled to 
open, notifying him that the display 
was in fact going to premiere. This 
time, the exhibit would feature all 
of Watson’s photographs.     


The email said that the Center chose 
to move forward with the showcase to 
honor those involved in the project. 
But, in an email to Chancellor Kevin 
Guskiewicz.Watson said that he did not 
authorize the use of his images. 


The exhibit was canceled for the 
final time.   


Watson said that while conflict 
with the University was the most 
challenging part of his journey 
with the exhibit,  he does not 
have any regrets about making 
sure  the  complete  s tor y  was 
featured in “Tarred Healing.” He 
does not think there can be true 
reconciliation without reckoning 
with all parts of history.   


‘There are these types of stories 
all across America’ 


Though Watson faced pushback 
from some University leaders, 
many community members and 
students — some of whom were 
featured in the project — rose up 
in support of his work.    


“When you do things the right 
way,  when you are connected 
with the community that you are 


creating something about, they 
will stand behind you in those 
turbulent times,” he said. “It was 
really gratifying to have the Black 
community of Chapel Hill stand 
behind this and really kind of 
become family.”


One of the students who assisted 
Watson in shooting the project was 
Kayden Hunt, a journalism student 
at UNC. She said that the experience 
showed her that photojournalism 
could capture more than just 
trauma and can help open others’ 
minds to new perspectives.  


Hunt said that the project 
was important because it shows 
that the history of marginalized 
communities can not be erased and 
that their voices can not be silenced.   


“My ancestors built this school, 
and not having that recognition 
— living in residence halls where 
that ’s not shown or that ’s not 
appreciated — is terrifying,” she 
said. “It’s scary going into things 
and being like, ‘Oh, this building 
is based off of someone who would 
have hated to see me walk through 
the halls.’ But, I honestly see that 


as a thing of empowerment. I’m 
going to walk through these halls 
and I’m going to do it with my 
head held high.”    


W h e n  s h o o t i n g  “ Ta r r e d 
Healing,”  Watson focused on 
sacred and important spaces for 
the Black community in Chapel 
Hill ,  along with the parallels 
between student demonstrations 
happening at the time and the 
Civil Rights Movement.  


“This story isn’t unique to the 
Black community at Chapel Hill. 
There are these types of stories all 
across America,” he said. “There are 
stories of environmental injustice 
in all parts of the country. There 
are stories of systems of oppression 
that need to be torn down. There 
are stories where Black people 
have achieved things in spite of all 
of these things that try to prevent 
them from achieving things.”


‘Your work has the opportunity to 
inspire people’


Watson’s exhibit features a replica 
of Silent Sam’s base, a projection 
of the front page of The Daily Tar 
Heel when the project was initially 
pulled, among other displays.       


“My hope is that people can 
see themselves in the work, see 
all the things that we achieve and 
can accomplish in spite of all of 
the barriers that we face and the 
oppression that we face,” Watson 
said. “I also hope that people see 
that there is still a lot of work that’s 
left to be done, and I hope people 
look within themselves to figure 
out what part they play in taking 
down some of these institutions 
that continue to cause harm and 
create barriers.”    


Watson continues to create 
a n d  t e l l  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e 
Black experience. He said that 
photography is important because 
it shines a light on truth and that 
people need to continue to tell 
these stories.


“Your work has the opportunity 
to inspire people, to change, to 
look at things differently and make 
a positive impact in the world and 
that can all start from the blink of 
a shutter on a camera,” he said. 


Editor’s Note: Kayden Hunt is a 
former staff member of The Daily 
Tar Heel.


Watson’s photo project 
was pulled from display 
at UNC last February 


By Lauren Rhodes
Staff Writer


university@dailytarheel.com


Twitter:@l_rhodsie


COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL CIVIL RIGHTS MUSEUM/BRANDON DILL


Cornell Watson speaks in the exhibition of his photo series “Tarred Healing” 
at the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, Tennessee. 


“This story isn’t unique 
to the Black 
community in Chapel 
Hill. These types of
stories are happening all 
across America. 
Cornell Watson
‘Tarred Healing’ photographer


Property tax increases exacerbate housing crunch
a lso  not iced  changes  in  the 
neighborhood due to students 
moving into the community.


Having more students in the 
neighborhood sometimes poses 
a problem, she said,  and the 
community has worked with the 
Chapel Hill Police Department to 
find solutions.


“The neighborhood has changed 
tremendously  because of  the 
students,” Weaver told the Daily Tar 
Heel. “The elderly Afro-Americans 
who left their homes to their 
children with the property taxes 
going up, they can’t afford to keep 
them, so they have to sell them.”


Weaver also said more long-
standing residents of Northside 
have had to sell their homes due 
to the increase in property taxes. 
Between 2000 and 2010, property 
taxes in Northside increased by 
277 percent.


In the 2022-2023 service year, 
property taxes in the Town of 
Chapel Hill were 52.2 cents per 
100 dollars of value of the land. 


A s  l a n d  v a l u e  c o n t i n u e s 
t o  i n c r e a s e  i n  C h a p e l  Hi l l , 


homeowners have to pay more in 
taxes for their homes. Long said 
one of his relatives saw her property 
taxes almost double in the wake of 
the construction of apartments 
complexes nearby.


“I think that the development 
and the advancement of  that 
housing situation is making it 
tougher for the folks that have 
been here, and the folks that need 
to stay here,” Eddie Burgard, a site 
leader for Habitat for Humanity of 
Orange County, said.    


As  property  taxes  increase 
and affordable housing become 
a larger topic of discussion in 
Chapel Hill, various organizations 
are working to keep housing in 
Northside affordable.


The Northside Neighborhood 
In i t ia t ive  i s  a  co l la borat i on 
between the Town of  Chapel 
Hill, the Marian Cheek Jackson 
Center and the Self-Help Credit 
Union. The initiative supports 
organizations like Habitat for 
Humanity,  Community Home 
Tr u s t  a n d  E M P O W E R m e n t , 
Inc.,  which build and help to 
provide affordable housing in the 
Northside neighborhood.


According to their website, 
Habitat for Humanity of Orange 
County builds and repairs homes 
for Orange County residents and 
provides low-interest mortgages 
based on the homeowners’ income.


“What we want to do is keep this 
community a community and make 
sure that people have an affordable 
place to stay,” Burgard said.   


More  s tudents  are  moving 
toward and into the Northside 
neighborhood, and both longtime 
Northside residents and UNC 
students alike must have to find 
ways to form a community. 


Long said, in his experience, the 
students that live around him have 
been respectful neighbors. He said 
he has not encountered any major 
problems as a result of their presence.


UNC students and Northside 
r e s i d e n t s  c a n  b u i l d  g o o d 
relationships, Burgard said, but 
it requires personal interactions 
within the community.


“ I t  s t a r t s  w i t h  b u i l d i n g 
relationships, personal relationships 
— as small as just meeting your 
neighbors,” Burgard said.     DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS


Construction on 318 Rosemary St. continues for The Edition on Jan. 24.


Continued from Page 1


Twitter: @eliza_benbow








Sports Wednesday, January 25, 2023The Daily Tar Heel 15
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Transfers looking to make an impact in 2023


DTH FILE/SAMANTHA LEWIS
Head Coach Mack Brown speaks at a press conference on Monday, Aug. 29, 2022.


The North Carolina football 
team added nine transfers to its 
roster last week, including three 
offensive players, four defensive 
players and two specialists.


The incoming transfer class is 
ranked No. 12 in the nation per the 
247Sports Composite and features 
experienced players on both sides 
of the ball, including standouts 
from the ACC, MAC, Sun Belt and 
American Athletic Conference. 


While the Tar Heels had a 
productive season on offense – ranking 
19th in the country – defensively, the 
team struggled for the majority of the 
season. North Carolina finished the 
season ranked 116th in total defense 
and last in the ACC. The team gave up 
an average of 6.14 yards per play and 
436.5 yards per game and dropped four 
consecutive games to end the season 
with a 9-5 record. 


Transfers on both sides of the 
ball will aim to help improve the 
Tar Heels in key areas, from wide 
receiver to defensive back. Here is 
a look at how some of these players 
are expected to contribute:


Nate McCollum


McCollum is a junior wide receiver 
coming from Georgia Tech and will 
look to fill the hole left by two-time 
All-ACC wide receiver Josh Downs, 
who declared for the NFL Draft in 
December. Although McCollum 


primarily played slot receiver last 
season, head coach Mack Brown hopes 
he can be a versatile player and be used 
all over the field.


During McCollum’s career at Georgia 
Tech, he caught 75 passes, totaling 778 
yards and four touchdowns. This past 
season against Georgia — which ranked 
top-10 in total defense and won the 
national championship — McCollum 
tallied six catches for 65 yards. 


Devontez Walker


A junior wide receiver transfer from 
Kent State, Walker will bring speed 
and reliable hands to the Tar Heels as 
an outside receiver. In 20 total games at 
Kent State, Walker reeled in 63 passes 
for 1,045 yards and 12 touchdowns. 


Similarly to McCollum, Walker 
had a standout performance against 
Georgia last season, putting up 106 
receiving yards and a touchdown on 
seven receptions against the Bulldogs. 


Amari Gainer


Graduate jack linebacker Amari 
Gainer is a transfer from Florida 
State, and leaves the Seminoles as 
their active leading tackler with 
210 total tackles. He played inside 
linebacker for FSU, and Brown hopes 
Gainer can help set the edge for the 
Tar Heels, an area that the Heels 
struggled with during the season.


Derrik Allen


Senior safety Derrik Allen 
transferred from Georgia Tech, and 
will bring experience to the North 
Carolina secondary. This past season, 
he started two games and played in 
all 12 of the Yellow Jackets’ games. 
In those 12 outings, Allen racked up 


46 tackles, had one interception and 
two pass break-ups.


Prior to his career with the Yellow 
Jackets, Allen played at Notre Dame 
but redshirted his first year. 


Armani Chatman


As another senior defensive 
back, Armani Chatman transferred 
from Virginia Tech. Throughout 
his four years as a Hokie, Chatman 
played in 49 games and started 25 
of those games. Over his career, he 
racked up 89 tackles, four tackles 
for loss, one sack, two interceptions 
and 20 pass break-ups.  


Alijah Huzzie


The fourth defensive transfer is 
redshirt junior defensive back Alijah 
Huzzie. Huzzie is an experienced 
player, playing four years at East 
Tennessee State, featuring in 34 games 
and starting the final 30 of his career. 


Brown said he hopes Huzzie 
can help the Tar Heels create more 
interceptions. UNC ranked 79th 
in the nation in interceptions, only 
picking the ball off nine times during 
the season. In Huzzie’s career at 
East Tennessee State, he had 12 
interceptions and had the second-
most in the FCS last year with six.  


Ryan Coe


Senior place-kicker Ryan Coe is 
transferring from Cincinnati and 
will be looking to compete for the 
starting position with kicker Noah 
Burnette. Coe has gone 45-of-57 on 
field goals in his collegiate career, as 
well as a perfect 91-of-91 on extra 
point attempts. In his junior season 
Coe earned second team All-AAC 
honors, going 19-of-23 on field goal 
attempts with a long of 52 yards. Coe 
also served as the Bearcats’ kickoff 
specialist, prodicing 45 touchbacks.


The nine-person class 
is ranked 12th in the 
nation by 247Sports


By Matthew Maynard
Staff Writer


sports@dailytarheel.com


Twitter: @mdmaynard74


RSI provides living options and related supports to people of all ages 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. We promote quality 
of life by maximizing self-determination, development of independent 
living skills, community involvement, meaningful social roles, and 
socially responsible behavior. RSI’s vision is to help children and adults  
to live lives characterized by happiness, dignity, health, and the highest 
possible degree of social responsibility and productivity.


We are hiring students, entry level and 
experienced individuals!


→ Gain experience related to your major
→ Great for Psychology, Sociology, Nursing, Pre-Med,


and other Human Services majors/degrees
→ Paid Internship opportunities
→ Entry-level, paid training


STUDENT
BENEFITS


Our entry level jobs are a great way to gain hands-on health care and human 
services experience! We provide the training and have various shifts available- 
daytime, evening, overnights... We even pay employees to sleep!


$500 Hiring Bonus!!  Positions available immediately! 
Start ASAP!


~ Established in 1974 ~


For more information or to apply, visit https://rsiinc.applicantpro.com/jobs/


Sponsored monthly by Bob Young ‘57 in honor of his wife, Pat, 
and the 1957 UNC National Championship basketball team.


Quinton Okoro is a black trans poet from North Carolina, where 
they study English & Comparative Literature at the University of 


North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Their work has previously been 
published in The Coop: A Poetry Cooperative.


observations


my cat is licking the ochre-colored discharge


spilling from the three chick fil a sauce packets


i have kept for months like heirlooms


in the side pocket of my bookbag. she knows


what no means, but prefers the danger of sweet old umami


over acquiring the art of obedience. i am not her master.


i want to say something about this bookbag,


whose soul has steadfastly kept the holes at its bottom


from wearing large enough to swallow any of my odds and untethered ends.


yes, i think the bookbag must have a soul.


what is a soul but something that fills us? what is a body


but a gaping mouth and a hole on the other side?


i cannot carry any heavy emotions today,


please do not ask that of me. inside of my bookbag


is a smaller bag laden with paperbacks and mint gum


and loose pills i must have forgotten to take,


their usefulness now only in their ability to decorate (or clutter,


like the days when i do not feel decorated


by what i hold inside, but cluttered).


here is my point: inside of me is a smaller me


heavy with trinkets like desire and despair,


at one time cherished or necessary, and now only taking up space.


By Quinton Okoro
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                    Deadlines
Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication


Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days
prior to publication


To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252 DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm


Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day


Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day


EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarketplace


© 2015 The Mepham Group.  
All rights reserved.


To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.


Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 7 — Stick to basics. 
Refine and simplify plans for 
greater ease and efficiency. Find 
a quiet spot to review and adapt 
for new circumstances.


Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is an 8 — Social 
connection leads to new 
possibilities. Collaborate with 
someone interesting. Take 
advantage of an unexpected 
opportunity. Work together to 
advance a shared dream.


Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is an 8 — Resolve a 
professional challenge. Consider 
unusual options as potential 
solutions. Listen to intuition. 
You’re especially insightful. 
Notice unspoken clues. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is a 7 — Traffic and 
tempers can get hot. Do you 
need to go in person? Can you 
handle it online? Discover an 
unorthodox solution. Try crazy 
ideas. carefully. Simplify and 
clarify. Don’t push.  


LEo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 — Shared financial 
accounts may not align with 
the dreams you have for the 
future. Take advantage of 
an unexpected opportunity. 
Coordinate an engaging 
response.


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is a 9 — An obstacle 
blocks the path. Work together 
to find a way around a 
challenge. Avoid irritating each 
other. Discover unexpected 
connections and opportunities.


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is a 7 — Slow for tricky 
terrain. Don’t get impulsive. 
Accidents and errors could get 
expensive. Listen to what your 
body is telling you. Prioritize 
health and work.


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is an 8 — Creative or 
romantic barriers redirect your 
attention. Take advantage of an 
opportunity for spontaneous 
fun. Some ideas won’t work. 
Keep an open mind.


Sagittarius (NOV. 22-
DEC.21)
Today is a 7 — Consider plans 
for domestic improvements. 
Research supplies, materials 
and furnishings carefully before 
purchasing. Wait for better 
conditions to begin. Organize, 
coordinate and schedule.


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is a 9 — The story can 
get twisted. The news is already 
unusual. Patiently sift fact from 
fiction. Ignore gossip, rumors 
or lies. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Today is a 9 — A financial barrier 
could spark crazy ideas. Stay 
in communication. Entertain 
suggestions. Resources appear 
in unexpected places. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 9 — Pamper yourself. 
You’re adapting with recent 
changes. Try a new style. Relax 
with your favorite obsession. 
Recharge with something fun. 
Let stress float away.


HOROSCOPES If January 25th
is Your Birthday...


Your muses serenade this year. Develop personal passions into 
accomplishments with faithful attention. Winter’s domestic rearranging 
supports you for a buzzing, collaborative and creative spring. Resolve a 
summer professional challenge, before autumn investigations reveal new 
treasures. Capture ideas on papers, files and drives.


Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.


(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes


Across
1 Core goal 
4 “Abbott Elementary” TV network 
7 “Sorry, try again” 
11 Permanent structural weight 
14 Kinky footwear made for walking 
16 Horse coat complexion 
17 Measures of rainfall 
19 Tri-color cat breed 
21 Doge, for one 
22 “Waste not, ____ not” 
25 Auto oil additive 
26 Tennis ace Sharapova 
27 McFlurry variety 
28 Football ref, vis-a-vis the coin 
30 Bring up a bum 
31 El opuesto de estar 
32 Superlative suffix 
33 Stats and facts 
34 John “Pillow Pyro” Orr’s crime 
36 Frosted the cake, say 
40 Light units, abbr. 
42 Egyptian boy-king 
43 Canada’s ____ Scotia 
44 Thomas Rhett or Migos song 
46 Prissy, proper 
47 “Beloved” protagonist 
50 Friend of Arthur’s dog? 
51 Linger 
52 Skin an apple, say 
53 Lion, tiger, or bear (oh my!) 
56 Springs up, like trouble 
59 Relating to rocks and earth science 
63 Sly smile 
64 Like Mt. Etna on June 18, 2021 
65 Common antidepressant initialism 
66 His or her, in Sacre-Coeur 
67 The Big Apple 


Down
1 Payroll dept. 
2 Filipino actress Alonzo 
3 Actor/comedian Vulcano 
4 With mater, one’s former school 
5 Way to cook a hot dog 
6 Tennis ball container 
7 Slugger’s stat, for short 
8 A billion years 
9 First episode of British medical 
comedy 
10 “This, that, and the _____” 
12 PhD research report 
13 Benedict Cumberbatch’s MCU char-
acter 
15 Somewhat 
18 “The Old Man and the ___” 
20 Black ___ 2 (video game) 
22 The answer to this clue is one 
23 Location (location) 
24 Tidied up 
26 “Au revoir, ___ amis!” 
29 “Email delivered!” 
31 Pageant girl’s accessory 
35 Statistically odd piece of info 
37 Rope or wire coil 
38 Charles novel “Flowers of ____” 
39 Judi Dench’s title 
41 Implement 
45 India Pale Ale 
47 Relaxation station 
48 Corn units 
49 Clips, like hedges 
54 Little grimace or pout 
55 Swiss mountains 
57 Do wrong as humans do 
58 Wintertime lesson 
60 Liquor in a gimlet 
61 Wall-crawling plant 
62 HDMI feature in device controls 


“Putting the F in 


FDOC”


This week’s crossword was 
created by Liam Furlong. 
Liam is a UNC sophomore 


majoring in comparative liter-
ature and education.


 He is from Wilmington, Del-
aware.


                                Help Wanted                                Help WantedCHILD CARE WANTED


DOG WALKER ON CAMPUS Shoot me an email if you need a dog walker that will save you 
time to attend to work, business and personal obligations. (zulug@unc.edu)


RETAIL REPRESENTATIVE/SALES Shifts: 11:30-6 pm or 5:30-midnight or 1am (weekends). 
Training $60 per shift plus tips.  Orange Co Living Wage certified. Email resume. Kravekava@
gmail.com


MODERN
CONSCIENTIOUS


DENTISTRY


Call or email today to schedule 
your next appointment.


919-682-9707


Dr. Samir J. Naik, DDS


                                Help Wanted                                Help WantedCHILD CARE WANTED


DRIVING HELP - THURSDAY Teens need to get from home near East HS to CH community 
center. Every Th 4:30p,12 minute drive. $20/transport. 919-328-0734.


Found your nest yet?
Let us help!


heelshousing.com
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Goode wins early career achievement award
Her work centers on 
developing a healthy 


relationship with food
By Brianna Atkinson


Senior Writer
university@dailytarheel.com


Content warning: This article  
contains mention of eating disorders.


Rachel Goode isn’t your typical 
researcher. 


Her lab’s website is filled with 
bright colors and patterns instead of 
monotonous black-and-white designs. 
The lab itself is fluid; her studies are 
conducted anywhere from churches to 
primary care clinics. 


And even the type of research she 
does differs from the norm.


In fact, her dynamic research led 
her to receive the 2023 Deborah K. 
Padgett Early Career Achievement 
Award —  from the Society for Social 
Work and Research — this month. 


“I know my work looks different, 
and I do my work differently, I think, 
that sometimes my mentors might 
have done their work,” Goode said. 
“And it was affirming to know I’m 
treading my own path; it may not 
look the way everyone else’s has 
looked in academia, and that’s okay.”


Her research is centered around 
eating disorders like binge and 
emotional  eating,  treatments 
for obesity and strategies for 
developing a healthy relationship 
with food.   


Part of what makes her research 
unique is who she focuses on: a 
community that has typically been 
left out when it comes to eating 
disorder research — Black women. 


“Because people think thin 
affluent white women, they’re not 
looking at Black women who may 
be in a larger body,” Goode said. 
“They’re assuming that ‘Oh, because 
they’re in a larger body, they couldn’t 
have an eating disorder.’”    


These assumptions have dangerous 
repercussions, she said. If a provider 
does not think eating disorders 
impact the Black community, they 
might not screen a Black woman 
with eating disorder symptoms. If 
researchers only focus on young 
white women, science-based eating 
disorder reduction strategies are 
developed without women of color in 
mind – leaving many Black women 
without adequate resources.


And e ven  i f  B lack  women 
themselves believe the stigmas, 
they might not know they have an 
eating disorder. 


Goode said these scenarios put 
Black women at risk for chronic 
health conditions. 


A s  d irec tor  o f  the  Liv ing 
F.R.E.E.(Research Focused on 
Reducing Excessive Eating) Lab at 
UNC, Goode is working to break those 
stereotypes and develop resources 
specifically for Black women. Some 
of which she is drawing on from her 
personal experiences.


“I know what it’s like to have an 
eating disorder; I know what it’s 
like to carry more weight than I 
would like and feel like I’m stuck,” 
Goode said. “And, I also know 
what it’s like to live in a place of 
wholeness, health and freedom 
in my relationship with food. 
Understanding those three states 
really compelled me to want to 
use what I’ve learned to create 
something that could make things 
better for others.”


Ramine Alexander, the lab’s 
research project manager, said 
Goode’s personal passion shows 
both in how she interacts with 
others and within their research.


“She’s thinking about it from a 
holistic approach,” Alexander said. 


O n e  o f  t h e  w a y s  G o o d e ’s 
innovation shows through her 
research is  in how she offers 
interventions for eating disorders. 
She chooses community-based 
areas that are easily accessible 
such as churches and academic 
buildings — and even online. 


When Black women walk into those 
spaces, Goode said they see themselves 
everywhere – in the people teaching 
the program, in images displayed 
around the room and in fellow 
participants – letting them know they 
are not facing this alone. 


“We purposefully thought of 
them,” Goode said. “We interviewed 
them to think about how to design 
the program – they came first. And 


I feel like Black women deserve 
to have that experience where 
they come first. Not we’re getting 
someone’s sloppy seconds – you 
come first, you are important.”


This innovative work and focus 
on social justice are also a big 
part of the reason behind why 
Goode received the early career 
achievement award this month.


“Rachel had high marks on all 
of the criteria we were looking 
for,” Deborah Padgett, the award’s 
namesake, said. “And so, it was 
very gratifying and not a very 
difficult decision to make.”


G oode sa id  she  hopes  her 
recognition puts these issues in the 
spotlight so that more research in 
her field can be done.


“I know that my research is 
building a program of research 
that is helping people find a healthy 
place in their eating behaviors,” she 
said. “For that reason, I am happy 
to know I’m on the right track. 
With science you never arrive, 
you’re just helping collectively put 
your contribution into the pot so 
that we can all move forward.”


Twitter: @batkinson2501


DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS
Rachel Goode, Ph.D., poses for a portrait outside of the UNC School of Social 
Work on Friday, Jan. 20.


Wednesday, January 25, 2023


dailytarheel.com
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An interactive event with leading industry experts who will discuss career
paths in sustainability along with the opportunities and risks of an ESG-
centered approach to decision-making. 


Participating organizations:
Free networking lunch and mixer.
Undergraduate students are especially
encouraged to attend. 


This event is free and open to the public,


but space is limited. 


Register here 


FRIDAY 
FEBRUARY 10, 2023 


9:30 A.M. - 2:30 P.M.
 THE CAROLINA CLUB 


Chapel Hill, NC


kenanscholars.unc.edu/ESG


Go to DailyTarHeel.com and click on 
email edition to sign up today


Everything 
you need 
to know 


about 
UNC news 
delivered 


right 
to your 
inbox.


Now featuring Breaking News Alerts
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COMMUNITY COMPARISON


Residents grapple with rent price differences


DTH/LEV COHEN
A home is pictured in Chapel Hill on Wednesday, Jan. 18.


Despite rent prices continuing 
to rise alongside demands for 
increased housing in both Chapel 
Hil l  and Carrboro,  residents 
wanting to remain in the area might 
have to choose between the towns. 


Catherine Chaquea, a UNC 
sophomore who currently lives 
in Chapel Hill but is planning on 
moving to Carrboro next year, said 
housing in Chapel Hill is more 
expensive than housing in Carrboro.


The average overall  rent in 
Chapel Hill is $1,917 and $1,419 in 
Carrboro, according to RentCafe. 


The average rented space in 
Chapel Hill is 968 square feet 
and 857 square feet in Carrboro, 
meaning the cost per individual 
square foot in Chapel  Hill  is 
roughly 16 percent more expensive 
than Carrboro.


T he issue  of  high housing 
demand is not unique to just 
C a r r b o r o  a n d  C h a p e l  H i l l . 
Carrboro Mayor Damon Seils 
said it is true for the Triangle as a 
whole, too. 


“The whole Triangle region is 
facing high demand for housing,” 
Seils said. “It’s one of the fastest 
growing areas of the country.”


He also said the Towns of both 
Chapel Hill and Carrboro have 
been slow to respond to housing 
needs,  especial ly  in terms of 
affordable housing options for 
low-income residents. 


Seils said affordable housing is 
a “specific challenge” which differs 
from the larger issue of housing 
supply, and the Town of Carrboro 
is funding programs for people 
with income below a certain level.


H o w e v e r,  t h i s  p r o c e s s  i s 
expensive and difficult to execute 
with limited funds, according to 
Seils. He said this emphasizes the 
importance of meeting housing 
demands in different  market 
segments and creating different 
types of housing.


The Town of Chapel Hill reports 
that roughly 30 percent of UNC 
students live off campus in Chapel 


Hill, while 35 percent of UNC 
students live in campus housing, 
and 29 percent live outside of 
Chapel Hill.


Kathryn Obenshain, a recent UNC 
graduate and Chapel Hill resident, 
noted that the Town of Chapel Hill 
has a limit on the number of tenants 
in one unit — something she said 
makes it less accessible.


Chapel Hill does not allow more 
than four unrelated residents per 
rented unit. Tenants who disregard 
the regulation can be fined up to 
$100 per day for the first offense 
and up to $500 per day if they 
violate it multiple times.


Obenshain said  she knows 
many people in Chapel Hill who 
were willing to take the risks of 
breaking the ordinance to have 
less expensive housing. 


“I think it leads (to) people being 
in some rough housing situations 
because you can’t talk to the Town 
about it because you’re knowingly 
living in a situation that goes 
against Town ordinances,” she said. 


Obenshain currently lives in 
a two-bedroom apartment near 
UNC Hospitals, which enables 
her to walk to work at the UNC 
Environmental Finance Center. 
She said the only reason she knew 


of her home’s availability was 
because she asked the landlord of 
her previous residence if they knew 
of any apartments in the area.


S h e  a l s o  s a i d  h e r  c u r r e n t 
apartment is  more expensive 
than she had originally budgeted 
for, but it was one of the few 
apartments available in either 
Chapel Hill or Carrboro. 


O b e n s h a i n  s a i d  l i v i n g  i n 
Carrboro was not an option for her 
because she does not have access 
to a car to commute to campus. 


Chaquea said she chose to live 
in Carrboro because housing in 
Chapel Hill was too expensive.  


She currently lives with two 
other people and said Carrboro 
had more housing options than 
Chapel Hill. Chaquea added that 
the units she looked at in Carrboro 
were less  expensive than the 
options in Chapel Hill. 


She also said she and her three 
future roommates felt they were 
“lucky” to find a house for less than 
$3,000 per month.


W h i l e  a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g 
has been limited, higher-priced 
housing in the Chapel Hill and 
Carrboro area has been consistent 
over the past eight years, Charles 
Humble, a longtime Chapel Hill 
resident, said.


He also said affordable housing 
options have been displaced by 
more expensive apartments.


“We don’ t need to motivate 
d e v e l o p e r s  t o  b u i l d  l u x u r y 
apartments,” Humble said. “We 
need to  s teer  their  interest , 
however we can, into developing 
things that people can afford.”


Chapel Hill’s rent per 
square foot is 16 percent 
higher than Carrboro’s


By Caroline Horne
Staff Writer


city@dailytarheel.com


Twitter: @carolinehorne22


CAmPUS BOx 3152 CHAPEL 
HILL, NC 27599-3152


P: 919-962-1509
E: JEwISHSTUDIES@UNC.EDU
w: JEwISHSTUDIES.UNC.EDU


THE UNIVERSITY
Of NORTH CAROLINA
AT CHAPEL HILL


Free and open to the public
Heel Life credits available for undergrads


Details at: jewishstudies.unc.edu


Upcoming Events: 
Spring 2023


Jan 30: Holocaust Remembrance Day Lecture: 
Laura Jockusch, Brandeis Univ.


Feb 7: Sephardic Lecture: 
Zvi Ben Dor Benite, NYU


Feb 20: Emerging Scholars (remote) Lecture: 
Oskar Czendze, UNC CH 


Mar 2: Heilig Event and 20th anniversary 
reception: Daniel Zamir, jazz performance 
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RESIDENTIAL


Local affordable housing plans stall


The development and preservation 
of the Town of Chapel Hill’s new 
affordable housing units struggles 
to keep up with demand, despite 
increases in funding.


This fiscal year, the Town plans 
to preserve 350 affordable units and 
develop 30 affordable units. Last fiscal 
year, the Town funded the preservation 
of 509 affordable units and the 
development of 11 affordable units.


Emily Holt, the Town’s affordable 
housing development officer, said 
preservation helps to keep existing 
units affordable.


“Whether that is because we 
are keeping somebody else from 
buying it or we’re putting money 
in to rehab it, that helps someone 
continue to live in it,” Holt said. 
“Or, sometimes it is because we 
have provided some sort of rental 
subsidy or Home Buyer Assistance 
that helps somebody.”


In contrast to preservation, 
development is the construction of a 
new unit, Holt said. 


She added that development 
depends on funding, and there is 
a delay between when a project is 
financed and when it is finished.


“It’s less expensive to fix what’s 
there than to start from scratch,” she 
said. “But that being said, you need 
substantial money to do either.” 


Holt said the Town can only 
preserve affordable units if it has the 
funds to compete with other buyers 
in the market.


“So, even though it is probably 
less expensive to preserve, you 
have to be able to keep it in your 
inventory and have the money to 
fight people off,” she said.


In the first quarter of the fiscal 
year 2023, the Town allocated 
$8.45 million to support affordable 
housing projects, the “most funding 
ever released to date.”


The total budget for affordable 
housing this fiscal year is nearly 
$16 million. 


S a r a h  V i ñ a s ,  d i r e c t o r 
o f  a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g  a n d 
community connections for the 
Town of Chapel Hill ,  said the 
costs of developing affordable 
housing have increased greatly. 


“So, we are at a place where 
we really need to look at what 
additional resources can we identify 
to be responsive to the council’s 
commitment to affordable housing 
and to realize this pipeline that we 
have developed,” Viñas said.


Roberto Quercia, a professor in the 
UNC Department of City and Regional 


Planning, said there is no “silver bullet” 
to make housing affordable.


“What we do is  marginally 
increase the number of affordable 
units, as we should, but it is never 
in the number enough to basically 
address the issue,” he said.


To meet the demands for housing, 
the Town will need to develop an 
additional 5,000 affordable units, 
according to Chapel Hill Affordable 
Housing’s most recent report. 


The Town plans to develop 537 
affordable units from 2024 to 2027 
to address this gap. However, the 
Town will need an additional $13.2 
million in funding to support the 
affordable housing development.


Quercia said development in 
Chapel Hill is challenging: land 
is expensive, the development 
approval process is slow and the 
construction costs are high.


“The challenge is that beyond 
a certain price point, the market 
cannot provide housing without 
subsidy,” he said.


Increasing the Town’s annual 
allocation to affordable housing or 
approving a new Affordable Housing 
Bond can provide additional funding 
and help address the gap, she said. 


“There is also real opportunity to 
explore private sector investment, 
which is something that we are 
exploring with UNC and UNC 
Health,” Viñas said.


Holt said the Town’s Department 
o f  A ff o r d a b l e  Ho u s i n g  a n d 
Community Connections is looking 
for more options to fund affordable 
housing and will present policy 
recommendations to the Town 
Council in the coming months.


POLICY


How land use ordinances impact housing


DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/NATALIE PEOPLES
Chapel Hill’s Land Use Management Ordinance outlines the Town’s 
development regulations.


Affordable housing has been at 
the top of Chapel Hill and Carrboro 
Town Council agendas for many 
years now, but the process used to 
develop the sites is found in several 
hundred-page-long documents.


What are these documents, and why 
do they matter for affordable housing?


What is a land use ordinance?


A land use ordinance is a collection 
of all of the rules, procedures and 


guidelines a municipality follows 
when developing a property. It 
defines, through zoning, what kind 
of building can go on a site and what 
limitations that building has.


The ordinance breaks up zones into 
residential, commercial and industrial, 
but can also get much more specific. In 
Carrboro, the zoning type R-R allows 
for rural residential buildings, while 
R-S.I.R. allows for high-density homes.


All of the land in both Chapel 
Hi l l  a n d  C a r r b o r o  i s  z o n e d 
according to their ordinances.


Andrew Whittemore, an associate 
professor in UNC’s Department of City 
and Regional Planning, said zoning 
controls building type, building density 
and details of buildings, like height and 
how far they are from the street.


“If something is zoned for a zone 
called R-3, that’s going to allow a 


developer there to build a certain 
number of dwellings per the acres 
that they have,” Whittemore said. “But 
if they wanted to go denser — maybe 
because the land costs a lot, they want 
to make more money, et cetera, (or) 
there’s demand for it — they could 
switch it to another zone that would 
allow a higher density.”


Why do land use ordinances matter 
for housing?


Earlier this year, Carrboro Mayor 
Pro Tem Susan Romaine tweeted 
that she would like to see Carrboro’s 
ordinance changed to allow for more 
“missing middle” housing to be built 
for middle-income residents.


Currently, many of Carrboro’s 
neighborhoods are zoned only for 
single-family, detached homes, which 
Romaine said is the most expensive 
type of housing and can often create 
homogenous communities.


She said a change in the ordinance to 
allow for more duplexes, triplexes and 
townhomes in the single-family home 
neighborhoods would bring in people 
of all income levels that may currently 
be unable to afford to live in Carrboro.


In summer 2022,  Raleigh 
implemented similar changes to its 
zoning laws, allowing duplexes and 
triplexes to be built in residential 
neighborhoods to provide missing 
middle housing.


The Chapel Hill Town Council also 
took on an amendment to its land 
use ordinance in November when it 
approved an expedited process for 
reviewing affordable housing projects 
and allowed for higher density.


But,  according to Roberto 
Quercia, another professor in UNC’s 


planning department, Chapel Hill is 
a notoriously difficult place to develop 
affordable housing.


“Compared with other places, 
developers complain that, although 
they met all the requirements, what 
they call in quotes ‘red tape,’ is kind of 
excessive at times,” Quercia said.


Although there have been no 
affordable housing projects proposed 
under the new rules, Chapel Hill 
Affordable Housing Assistant 
Director Nate Broman-Fulks said he 
is optimistic the rule change will lead 
to more projects.


Romaine said one of her main 
goals in changing the ordinance is 
to increase home ownership among 
people of color, who have been 
systematically denied the wealth 
that owning a home brings through 
policies like redlining.


“By becoming homeowners, 
they’re having much more of an 
opportunity to build up that equity 
and to be in a position that someday 
they will be able to pass along the 
equity they have built up in their 
homes,” Romaine said. “They’ ll 
be able to pass that along to their 
children and to their grandchildren.”


Romaine also said the change would 
increase equity in housing in Carrboro, 
allowing for a much broader spectrum 
of socioeconomic status in town.


“We would be creating more 
inclusive neighborhoods,”  she 
said. “We could really walk the 
talk when we say that we are a 
welcoming community. We would 
be welcoming to all  people of 
all different income levels of all 
different stages in their lives.”


DTH DATA VISUALIZATION/ANASTASIA DAI


The Town is seeing 
struggles in preservation, 


development of units
By Bailey White


Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com


Twitter: @baileywhite_nc


Local procedural 
legislation can affect 


affordability, home density
By Ethan E. Horton


Asisstant City & State Editor
city@dailytarheel.com


Twitter: @ethanehorton1
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Tell us what you 
think about 


Elevate


In the fall of 2020, The Daily 
Tar Heel introduced the Elevate 
section to combat gaps in coverage 
re lated  to  underrepresented 
communities. The section debuted 
online and later became a weekly 
spread in the print paper. 


Later, Elevate editors were hired 
to oversee the section’s content and 
edit for sensitivity in order to avoid 
publishing harmful stories as the 
DTH has in the past. Since Elevate’s 
inception, it has been home to 
stories about student organizations, 
University history, North Carolina 
legislation and more. 


We think that this section was 
important at its formation to force 
the newsroom to think critically 
about how it interacts with every 
community in Chapel Hill.


While we know The Daily Tar 
Heel is still in the early stages 


of reckoning with its history of 
failing to serve underrepresented 
communities, the work begun with 
Elevate in 2020 has become a part 
of every desk’s work and every 
story’s contents. Not just those 
tagged “Elevate” or edited by the 
“Elevate” editors.  


Part of ensuring “Elevate” serves 
its purpose is to consistently evaluate 
its effectiveness and impact. And 
while we are proud of the journalism 
produced with the section, we want 
to make sure we think intentionally 
about our audience’s and the 
newsroom’s needs. 


We don’t want to decide that on 
our own. 


So, we’re surveying our readership 
and staff to hear their opinions on 
whether “Elevate” is still serving 
underrepresented communities 
instead of otherizing them. 


For now, the Elevate section 
will continue to run in the paper, 
uninterrupted. 


Twitter: @dailytarheel


Sonia Rao
Clay Morris


DEI Co-Chairpeople
diversity@dailytarheel.com
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Graduate students struggle to afford housing


DTH/SARA JOHNSON
Theodore Nollert, president of UNC Graduate and Professional Student Government, pictured in a classroom on 
Friday, Jan. 20.


Low wages, high rent 
prices make Chapel Hill 


‘unlivable’ for some
By Emi Maerz


Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com


When Lauren Caton began 
her doctoral program at UNC, 
she chose to live with three other 
people to afford rent. 


Caton is a doctoral student in 
the Department of Maternal and 
Child Health at UNC’s Gillings 
School of Global Public Health. 
When she began 18 months ago, 


she earned a stipend of $15,700 
per year.


“I had to select a situation where I 
would be inconvenienced by having 
roommates in order to reduce the 
cost of rent,” she said.


Effective Jan. 1, the minimum 
stipend for doctoral students in the 
UNC Graduate School increased 
from $17,000 to $20,000 over a nine-
month service period. Service stipends 
often include coverage of tuition, fees 
and health insurance. Any income 
above the minimum stipend depends 
on the academic department. 


According to a recent Graduate 
a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S t u d e n t 
Government survey, the average 


rent among over 1,100 graduate 
student respondents was $1,260.72 
per month — about two-thirds of a 
monthly minimum stipend check. 


And median rents in Chapel Hill 
have increased since 2019. 


“I think one word people would 
use is ‘unlivable’— that Chapel Hill 
is an expensive place to live,” said 
Theodore Nollert, the president of 
the GPSG and a doctoral student 
in the Department of English and 
Comparative Literature.  “And 
because of that, people either take 
on a bunch of roommates, they 
take on extra jobs or they move 
outside the city limits. And then 
they have a longer commute to 


campus because they’re looking 
for cheaper housing.”


Nearly 40 percent of graduate 
student respondents in the survey 
said they held a second job in 
addition to their research and 
teaching positions to supplement 
their income.


This extra money often comes 
from teaching extra classes at UNC 
or community colleges, tutoring, 
working service jobs or participating 
in freelance work.


Caton works a second job at Duke 
University, and she has previously 
bartended and babysat for colleagues 
to supplement her graduate income. 


“Everybody I know picks up extra 
work of some sort. Obviously, it’s 
just literally unsustainable,” said 
Jillian Kern, a doctoral student in 
the Department of English and 
Comparative Literature. 


Kern has started teaching extra 
undergraduate English classes 
and selling vintage items online 
to make ends meet. 


“Most graduate students I know 
are working two or three jobs. That 
means you’re not able to dedicate 
enough of your time to your science,” 
Caton said. “It doesn’t make you a 
better scientist, and if that’s the goal 
of this training, it’s falling short.”


M a n y  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s 
delay working on their degree to 
supplement income and make 
enough money for rent and living 
expenses. But affordable housing 
isn’t the only thing they have to 
worry about. 


“The cost of living — the income 
that people have to make to cover 
their own expenses — isn’t always 
the whole story. A lot of graduate 
students have children to care for; a 
lot of people have partners they are 
partly responsible for. Some people 


have parents to take care of; some 
people have their own medical costs 
or disabilities to deal with,” said Erik 
Maloney, president of CoLEAGS, the 
Comparative Literature and English 
Association of Graduate Students.


Graduate students are often 
supposed to spend their summers 
attending conferences or partaking 
in research experiences. But for 
graduate students on a nine-
month minimum stipend, June 
and July are often spent working 
full-time to pay rent and other 
living expenses, Kern said.


The recent increase in the 
minimum stipend has given some 
graduate students hope, but those 
living on the $20,000 minimum can 
still expect to spend about 75 percent 
of their income on rent. 


“Since it is just a math problem of 
how much we’re getting paid versus 
how much it costs to live here, either 
the housing has to get cheaper or our 
stipends have to go up,” said Jackson 
Cacioppo, a doctoral student in the 
chemistry department. 


Nollert hopes the University can 
build dense, subsidized graduate 
housing on campus. 


“That’s one thing that would help 
— that students should get behind 
and support vocally and logistically 
and practically, in every way that 
they can,” he said. “And they should 
argue for that housing to have as 
many units as possible.”


Maloney said housing inequality 
for graduate students won’t be 
solved unless the graduate stipend 
is increased.


“Everything else is going to be a 
stopgap measure or a partial solution 
without just offering graduate 
students more funding,” he said. 


Twitter: @emimaerz


CORONAVIRUS


Seniors reflect on pandemic housing issues


DTH/JENIFFER TRAN
Mill Creek Condominiums, home to many students because it is near UNC’s campus, is pictured on Sunday, Jan. 22.


Schedule changes, 
online classes led to 
housing uncertainty


By Zoe Sinclair
Staff Writer


university@dailytarheel.com


At the onset of COVID-19, one word 
was on every student’s mind — housing. 


On March 11 ,  2020,  when 
UNC initially extended its spring 
break due to the pandemic, many 
students — including then-first-
year students who are now current 
seniors — were thrown into a blind 
search for housing.


Several seniors spoke to The 
Daily Tar Heel about their journeys 
with housing during their time at 
UNC, an experience defined by the 
chaos of COVID-19.


After finishing her first spring 
semester remotely, senior Meena 
Kaundinya returned to campus 
with promises of in-person learning 
for her sophomore year. 


However, after about a week 
of in-person classes, 505 positive 
COVID-19 cases were reported 
a t  U N C ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  c l o s i n g 
the campus, moving classes to 
an online setting and forcing 
on-campus residents to find other 
means of housing. 


Kaundinya never intended to 
stay on campus after her first year 
and was able to find off-campus 
housing instead. However, many 
students were not as lucky. 


“I  had a few friends l iving 
in dorms as sophomores, and 
unfortunately, they had to relocate 
after they were kicked out of their 
dorms,” she said. “And they had 
to move back to their perspective 
homes with their families, or they 
had to do a really quick turn around 
and find housing off-campus, 
which I heard was very difficult.”


E l l e n  G a r f i n k l e ,  a  s e n i o r 
studying political science and 
global studies, remembered how 
quick the process of finding new 
housing arrangements was for her. 


“I planned to live on campus again,” 
Garfinkle said. “I had done my housing 
in the fall, and I knew going into the 
summer that it was looking a little 
shaky. And, that was the year that 
UNC did bring back students, but then 
sent them home. So, I ended up having 
to cancel my housing very last minute 
and lived off-campus ever since.”


These stressors for students did 
not stop with the struggle to find 
off-campus housing. Those who 
could not find alternative housing 
and were forced to move back home 
experienced the fear and emotional 
stress of potentially exposing their 
loved ones to the virus. 


“A few of my friends were nervous 
going back to their hometowns 
because they didn’t want to spread 
anything,” Kaundinya said.


There was also the added stress 
for out-of-state students, due 
to travel expenses and the time 
required to move back and forth 
between home and campus. 


“I have a friend who had to move 
back to New York really quickly. 
He had his parents drive down 
and gathered all his things in the 
car and then drove him back up, 
which was pretty stressful on him,” 
Kaundinya said.


She said she could not imagine 
how hard moving back and forth 
throughout the academic year must 
have been for international students. 


As online learning and housing 
uncertainty  continued,  many 
students were left with mental 
health difficulties, fighting feelings 
of loneliness.


“I feel like it was isolating in 
the fact that you were only with a 
certain amount of people all the 


time, and it was just hard. You 
couldn’t go out to restaurants. 
You couldn’t see people from your 
classes that you had met last year 
and just people in general,” Mary 
Callan Kelso, a senior studying 
political science and music, said.


In addition to dealing with 
isolation, students had to balance 
the pressure of keeping up with 
school and finding the motivation 
to complete coursework.


“All the classes were online, 
and it was hard for me to focus,” 
Kelso said. “I was a music major, 
like I was doing my singing lessons 
online. I felt like there wasn’ t 
really any point for me to be there 
and be in school when I felt like Twitter: @dailytarheel


I was not getting enough out of 
what I was paying for.”


She said she did not blame 
i n s t r u c t o r s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e 
situation at large. 


Today, while the class of 2023 
may not be dealing with the exact 
chaos of finding housing in the 
height of a pandemic, issues with 
housing still prevail and may end 
up hurting future students. 


Garfinkle and Kelso both said they 
have heard about many recent and 
upcoming rent increases, likely due 
to increased demand and inflation. 


“It was like a then and now type 
of thing,” Kelso said. 


“I feel like it was isolating in the fact that you were 
only with a certain amount of people all the time,


and it was just hard.” 
Mary Callan Kelso


UNC senior sutdying political science and music
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MEN’S BASKETBALL


Bacot grabs rebound record in NC State win


DTH/IRA WILDER
UNC senior forward Armando Bacot (5) is embraced by his teammates after setting a program for career rebounds 
during a basketball game against N.C. State on Saturday, in the Dean E. Smith Center on Jan. 21. 


“I told you I would get it ,” 
A r m a n d o  B a c o t  q u i p p e d  a t 
reporters in the tunnel as he 
headed into the North Carolina 
locker room following Saturday 
evening’s win over N.C. State.


With his 23-point, 18-rebound 
per formance,  Bacot  crowned 
h i m s e l f  t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  n e w 
rebounding king, breaking the 
career rebounds record previously 
held by Tyler Hansbrough and 
career double-double record held 
by Billy Cunningham.


After getting a water bottle 
shower from his teammates, Bacot 
reemerged from the locker room 
after some time wearing white 


Prada sunglasses. (N.C. State’s 
team has made a habit of wearing 
similar shades after their home 
games.) The senior big man then 
showed off his new tattoo to the 
media — a caricature of Dennis 
Rodman that he had gotten on his 
calf just two days prior.


But for as cool as Bacot played 
it following the 80-69 victory, he 
admitted that he was relieved once 
the pressure of breaking those two 
records was behind him. After 
grabbing his 17th rebound of the 
game – and 1,220th of his career – 
with seven minutes remaining in 
the game, Bacot said it felt like “a 
weight off (his) shoulder.”


The Tar Heels and Wolfpack 
played it close in the first half, with 
UNC leading 34-33 heading into 
the break. Bacot had already tallied 
seven points and nine rebounds 
by then, but he was forced to play 
cautiously after picking up two 
quick fouls trying to guard N.C. 
State big man DJ Burns Jr.


“I got a good start getting a good 
amount of rebounds, and I picked 
up that second foul and I was like, 
‘Whoa,’ just not trying to get in foul 
trouble but trying to stay in the 
game and be aggressive,” Bacot said.


As a team, UNC struggled to 
shoot in the first half. The Tar 
Heels only connected on nine of 
28 shots, 13 of which were three-
point attempts. In the locker room, 
head coach Hubert Davis implored 
his team to work inside and get to 
the foul line.


“N.C. State is the worst (in the 
ACC) at putting people at the free 
throw line,” Hubert Davis said. 
“So going into the game, it was 
important for us to attack the 
basket through post to penetration.”


UNC successful ly  executed 
that game plan in the second 
half, attacking the paint hard and 
getting out to a seven-point lead 
by the under-12 timeout. Bacot 
scored 10 of UNC’s first 11 second-
half points and continued to crash 
the glass to notch his 61st career 
double-double.


T h e  f e a t  h a s  b e c o m e  s o 
commonplace  for  Bacot  that 
even his teammates don’t see his 
double-double performances as 
anything too special.


“I’m already expecting him to 
get a double-double within the 
first five minutes of the game,” 
junior guard RJ Davis said.


Perhaps that’s just what the 
all-time great basketball players 


are able to do: they make the 
extraordinary look ordinary.


But for Bacot, who’s done just 
about everything a basketball 
player can do wearing argyle and 
blue, there’s still one last bucket 
list item he needs to check off 
before he can consider himself 
among the venerated Tar Heels of 
generations past — win a national 
championship.


When asked where he places himself 
among the legends of UNC men’s 
basketball, Bacot responded coyly.


“I can’ t put myself too high 
because it’s still one more thing to 
do,” he said. “But if I get there, then 
we can have a different discussion.”


DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS
UNC senior forward Armando Bacot (5) drives towards the basket in UNC’s 
matchup against N.C. State in the Dean E. Smith Center on Saturday, Jan. 21. 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL


Veteran players shine in victory over Georgia Tech


Alyssa Ustby couldn’t wait to run.
Midway through the third quarter 


in Sunday afternoon’s matchup against 
Georgia Tech, the junior forward 
blocked Yellow Jacket guard Tonie 
Morgan’s layup. After snatching the ball 
away, Ustby took off, scanning the floor 
for her teammates.


To her right was forward Anya Poole, 
who hadn’t yet established a favorable 
post position. Flaring to the left corner 
up ahead was guard Kennedy Todd-
Williams, who also wasn’t open. 


So Ustby turned around and 
dumped off a pass to guard Deja 
Kelly, who hesitated, faked and 
jabbed before draining the wide 
open three. The sequence sparked a 
14-2 scoring run, which helped the 
Tar Heels earn a comfortable 70-57 
win over the Yellow Jackets. 


The victory showcased a high-octane 
offensive display, particularly from the 
trio of Ustby, Kelly and Todd-Williams.


“As soon as we get a defensive stop, 
I’m just so excited to sprint down the 
court,” Ustby said. 


On the next possession, the roles 
were flipped, with Kelly securing the 
rebound and leading the break. Within 
seconds, she found Ustby backing 
down forward Kayla Blackshear. Ustby 
took one dribble and muscled her way 
in for a left-handed layup.


Georgia Tech head coach Nell 
Fortner called a timeout, but it didn’t 
seem to slow the Tar Heels’ momentum. 


On the ensuing possession, with her 
back to the baseline, Todd-Williams 
read the Yellow Jackets’ inbound play. 
The junior guard leapt up for the steal 
and took it all the way for a fastbreak 
layup, and once again, Ustby had 
already bolted down the court for any 
potential second-chance points.


“I’m really thrilled with the growth 
of our offense over the last two weeks 
or so,” Banghart said. “We’re having the 
maturation on that end that we want.”


Perhaps that maturation wasn’t 
more evident for any player on Sunday 
than Kelly, who finished with 18 points 
on 7-14 shooting, including going a 
season-best 4-6 from deep.


Unlike Kelly’s lone triples in recent 
wins against Notre Dame and Duke — 
which both clunked in on a favorable 
bounce — all four of the guard’s 
3-pointers drew nothing but net.


“It felt pretty good,” Kelly said. “I 
just have to keep reminding myself 
that I’m a good shooter and telling 
myself that my percentages are not 


a reflection of the type of shooter I 
am. Just having that confidence to 
still keep shooting, regardless of 
misses, has definitely helped me 
through it these past few games.”


B a n g h a r t  c r e d i t e d  K e l l y ’s 
improvement in shooting percentage 
to the offense’s holistic development, 
adding that the Tar Heels are 
“starting to cut at the right times” 
and “screen at the right angles.”


Just three weeks ago, UNC had 
opened up ACC play with three 
consecutive losses, including one 
against an unranked Miami team. 
Banghart addressed the team’s 
shooting woes, indicating that they 
were looking forward to turning 
things around.


Now, the Tar Heels have won five 
straight games. They’ve knocked off 
Notre Dame and Duke, accounting 
for the two powerhouses’ only 
conference losses. The big three of 
Ustby, Kelly and Todd-Williams make 
UNC the ACC’s only team with three 
scorers in the conference’s top 10.


And given how freely they played 
against the Yellow Jackets, the 
Tar Heels are showing no signs of 
slowing down.


“Offensively,  i t  came down 
to understanding how to play 
together,” Ustby said. “Making sure 
we play to everybody’s strengths 
when we’re on the court has helped 
our offense flow.”DTH/HEATHER DIEHL


UNC junior guard/forward Alyssa Ustby (1) brings the ball up court during the game against Georgia Tech on 
Sunday, Jan. 22, in Carmichael Arena. 


The win saw standout 
performances from Kelly, 


Ustby, Todd-Williams
By Daniel Wei


Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com


The senior also broke 
the school record for 


career double-doubles
By Lucas Thomae


Assistant Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com


Twitter: @lucasthomae


Twitter: @danielhwei








AlsBurgerShack.comD o w n t o w n  C h a p e l  H i l l
5 1 6  W e s t  F r a n k l i n  S t r e e t


9 1 9 - 9 0 4 - 7 6 5 9


S o u t h e r n  V i l l a g e
7 0 8  M a r k e t  S t r e e t


9 1 9 - 9 1 4 - 6 6 9 4


same great burgers, hotdogs and fries


new hours: 11am - 8pm Tues. - Sat.


owners are UNC alums


NEW OWNERSHIP!


AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT


How local governments are using ARPA funds


Local governments are carefully 
planning out their use of remaining 
funds from the American Rescue 
Plan Act — the federal effort to help 
communities with economic hardships 
caused by the coronavirus pandemic. 


ARPA was signed into law in 
March 2021 and provides $350 
billion in additional funding for state 
and local governments. 


Orange County received a total of 
$28.8 million from the act and has 
$4.45 million remaining. 


According to Orange County’s 
website, funds must be obligated by 
Dec. 31, 2024, and fully expended by 
Dec. 31, 2026. 


Jamezetta Bedford, the chairperson 
of the Orange County Board of County 
Commissioners, said the county is 
currently in the process of planning 
its budget for the remaining money. 
One of their primary concerns is 
maintaining affordable housing.


The board voted to tighten criteria 
for affordable housing eligibility in 
November. Now, citizens must be at 30 
percent or below the average median 
income to receive assistance unless they 
are in eviction proceedings or homeless. 


“We do always have the power to 
raise taxes, but we’re trying not to 
do that because we know when we 
raise taxes, then rents get raised,” 
Bedford said.


The County dedicated $10 million 
of its total ARPA budget to broadband 


County governments 
must allocate remaining 


money by 2024 
By Carly Breland


Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com


Twitter: @carlybreland
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Henry W. Baldwin Park is located in Carrboro, N.C., pictured here on Wednesday, Jan. 18. Orange County is planning to use 
the rest of the Federal American Rescue Plan Act funds towards improving community spaces in Carrboro like the park.


internet expansion in summer 2022. 
Bedford said rural communities have 
limited online access because there are 
no providers nearby.


The Town of Chapel Hill received 
$10.7 million. Chapel Hill prioritized 
affordable housing by setting aside $2.5 
million for preserving existing affordable 
housing and building new units.


Sarah Poulton, special projects 
manager for the Town of Chapel 
Hill, said the Town budgeted funds 
for community partners, including 
five nonprofit organizations and 
Orange Water and Sewer Authority.


According to the Town of Chapel 
Hill ’s website, ARPA funds are 
meant to be used toward those 
most impacted by the coronavirus 
pandemic. In order to address this, 
the Town prioritizes community 
members in Qualified Census 
Tracts, low-income neighborhoods 
and minority groups. 


The Town also provided examples 
of where funds could go — including 
economic relief, education and 
youth employment, food assistance, 
emergency housing and rental 
assistance and job training. 


Poulton added that the Town 
wants to hear from the community 
in regard to how the remaining 
funds should be spent. Common 
community requests are for more 
affordable housing, parks and 
recreation, mental health support 
and aid for the homeless. 


There is also an ongoing public 
outreach campaign in Chapel Hill 
called Let’s Talk Town— part of the 
campaign includes an opportunity for 
community members to help decide 
how Chapel Hill should use $500,000 
of ARPA funds.


Carrboro adopted a spending 
plan for $6.7 million of ARPA 
funds in October. Similar to Orange 
County and Chapel Hill, the Town 
set aside a large portion of money 
for affordable housing. 


In October 2022, Carrboro 
had disseminated $326,000 of its 
funds in grants for small businesses 
and offered training for minority 
businesses and entrepreneurs. A 
funded study was also run to help 
identify disparities related to the 
Town’s procurement of services and 
provide a path to better support 
minority-owned businesses.


The Town will use $475,000 of 
the $6.7 million to relocate and 
replace Underground Storage 
Tanks, a project to protect the 
environment and human health. 
The Town also allocated $1 million 
to create projects of new units of 
affordable housing. 


“Housing has  a lways  been 
a big consideration,” Carrboro 
Mayor Damon Seils said. “A lot 
of our rescue funds during the 
pandemic had to do with things 
like emergency rental assistance 
and other programs to keep people 
in their homes. We wanted to make 
sure we used at least a good portion 
of the ARPA money to continue to 
support our housing needs.”


Seils said the Town Council 
identified projects that would not 
require ongoing funding because 
ARPA funding is not ongoing. 
They also consulted nonprofit 
organizations in the community to 
better understand how funds can 
best be used.
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LETTER


UNC Hospital 
parking is not 


accessible
I am a fourth-year medical 


student at the School of Medicine, 
and over the past four years, I have 
seen how the visitor parking fee at 
the Dogwood Deck can become 
a significant source of stress for 
patients and their family members.


The hourly rate of the Dogwood 
Parking Deck is $1.50 per hour, with 
a daily maximum of $10. Although it 
seems like a small expense, the sum 
can quickly add up when a patient 
has to stay in the hospital long-term 
or have families visit them daily. I 
have also encountered cases where 
patients refused pre-planned surgery 
or admission upon finding out about 
the parking fee.


As a public hospital, UNC prides 
itself in serving underserved patients 
with economic disadvantages. The 
parking fee stands in the way of 
many patients receiving care. I 
suggest that the hospital adopt a 
system where patients, who are seen 
or staying at the hospital, are given 
parking stamps to reduce their daily 
maximum significantly or altogether 
— a method that many other state 
hospitals in other states have used.


I hope this letter brings the matter 
to your attention and brings positive 
change for our patients.


– Erin Xu, UNC School of Medicine


EDITORIAL


No, AI can’t write your essays for you


DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/PHILLIP LE
A student writes a paper in the Davis Library on Sunday, Jan. 22, 2023.


Twitter: @dthopinion


You have 50 minutes left until 
11:59 p.m. and you haven’t even 
started a first draft of an essay due at 
midnight. It counts for 25 percent of 
your grade. No late credit is offered. 
There is no hope.


Or so you may think. 
Luckily for students everywhere, 


with ChatGPT, a chatbot launched 
by OpenAI capable of producing 
detailed and articulate answers, all 
you have to do is input your essay 
prompt and you’ll have an answer.


“Write me a 1,000-word paper 
comparing and contrasting Christine 
de Pisan with Margery Kempe.” The 
perfect solution, right? Wrong.


In the specific case of student 
essays, an opinion or thesis has to be 
defended with logical analysis and 
must cross-reference various sourc-
es. This part of the research process 
can be replicated by artificial intelli-
gence, but forming an opinion is the 
job of the user.


Processing lots of material and 
understanding the context of that 
information is the first step, followed 
by forming an opinion of your own. 
That is where AI falls short, however, 
and why using AI is irrelevant in sit-
uations such as essay writing.


When you ask ChatGPT what 
it’s limitation are, one response you 
might get is as follows:


“ChatGPT is a machine learn-
ing model and it is not equivalent 
to authentic human expression 
because it lacks the ability to 


understand the context and mean-
ing behind the words, as well as 
the capacity to reason, make deci-
sions, and understand emotions. 
It also doesn’t have the capacity 
to experience emotions, physical 
sensations or personal experienc-
es. It can not understand sarcasm, 
idioms or any nuances of human 
language and it can not come up 
with new ideas or concepts. It sim-
ply can generate text based on the 
patterns it has learned from the 
dataset it was trained on.”


ChatGPT merely replicates pat-
terns of information, thought and 


analysis that already exist. Sure, 
the average college student is 
probably not presenting radically 
groundbreaking commentary in 
their essays, but they are also not 
expected to simply regurgitate 
information coming from credible 
sources. Critical thinking must be 
employed and that process requires 
the capacity to reason, make deci-
sions and understand emotions — 
all things ChatGPT admits to not 
being able to do.


Of even greater importance, 
however, is the role of writing and 
analysis in work beyond student 


essays. One could assume that 
ChatGPT could one day progress 
to the point of being able to write 
song lyrics, novels, screenplays 
or press releases. These powerful 
forms of human expression in both 
creative and non-creative fields 
serve to challenge the status quo 
— something ChatGPT cannot do. 


What is a story people have 
never heard before? What is a 
scene people have never seen 
before? What is an emotion people 
have never felt before? The pur-
suit of answers to these questions 
is what creates groundbreaking 
works of art. If a text-based edi-
tor is creating this art based off of 
systems of knowledge that have 
already been established, those 
questions may never be answered.


The world may remain the way it 
always has been and any challenge 
towards the norm will be stifled in 
favor of AI which does not demand 
salary for its work. In that sense, 
writing and expression serves as 
rebellion, whereas AI serves as a 
protective cover for the world’s cor-
porations and those in power. 


And so, although it may be 
inconvenient, this rebellion starts 
with writing your essay by yourself. 
Challenge yourself to come up with 
your own opinion. Who knows? It 
could be something new, which AI 
can never claim to create.


SPEAK OUT
Interested in writing a letter 
to the editor or submitting an 
op-ed?
• Students: Include your year, 


major and phone number. 
• Faculty/staff: Include your 


department and phone number. 
• Edit: The DTH edits for space, 


clarity, accuracy and vulgarity. 
Limit submissions to 500 words. 


Email: opinion@dailytarheel.com


I often used to dream of leaving 
my hometown. 


After spending the first 18 years of 
my life in suburban North Carolina, I 
sent in college applications to schools 
up and down the West Coast, with 
the intention of never coming back. 


I hated North Carolina. I hated 
feeling trapped by the boundaries of 
I-77 and I-85. I hated the Cook Out 
parking lots full of pick-up trucks 
with lift kits and LED headlights. 
My number one goal was to graduate 
and never be the girl that stayed 
“stuck” in her hometown. 


It wasn’t until I left for college 
that my entire perspective changed. 
When I found myself watching 
“Hannah Montana: The Movie” with 
my suitemates and crying to “You’ll 
Always Find Your Way Back Home” by 
Miley Cyrus and “Back to Tennessee” 
by Billy Ray Cyrus,  I realized how 
much I loved to come home and how 
much I cherished my small town roots.


We’ve all seen the “peaked in high 
school” tweets and TikTok videos. 
We know the stereotypical person 
who shares nostalgic memories on 
social media, wears their high school 
sweatshirt, reminisces on their “glory 


COLUMN


We know, it’s January. It’s 
supposed to be cold. Every year 


we are reminded 
how icky it is to 
trek to class in the 
freezing rain. No 
more picnics on 


the Quad and no more eating 
outside Lenoir. We are counting 
down the days until we can 
ditch the layers for shorts and 
trendy sunglasses.


QuickHits
The Tar Heels took the dub 
against N.C. State at a home 


game this Saturday, 
scoring 80 points 
compared to the 
Wolfpack’s 69. 
Armando Bacot 


achieved his 61st career double-
double, setting a North Carolina 
record. Things are shaping up 
for the Tar Heels as we prepare 
to play Duke on Feb. 4.


The Academy announced 
its 2023 Oscar nominees on 


Tuesday morning. 
“Everything 
Everywhere All at 
Once” (rightfully) 
scored nominations 


across the board. On the other 
hand,  the underwhelming 
“Elvis” bopic was nominated for 
Best Picture and Sound, among 
other categories.


Too cold to handle Oscar nominationsVictory against State


What is the editorial board?
A group of student journalists who 


meet twice a week to discuss the 
latest news, seeking to comment 
on issues from an intersectional 
perspective. The editorial board is 
independent from The Daily Tar 
Heel’s newsroom.


Editorials are unsigned. They don’t 
reflect the opinion of any one 
person, but rather the consensus 
of the board as a whole, influenced 
by the values it has held for the 
past 129 years. 


Just as The Daily Tar Heel itself 
values truth and transparency, 
the board values integrity, 
accountability, creativity and 
fairness. These values shape how 
we address questions of Carolina’s 
future, past and present.


PHOTO COURTESY OF KENNEDY COX


You don’t have to hate your hometown
days” and goes back to visit their 
favorite high school teacher. 


But why is that a bad thing? 
What’s wrong with reflecting on our 
former days in a positive light? 


I didn’t “peak in high school.” In fact, 
my adolescent years were some of the 
lowest points of my life. When it was all 
over, I realized how quickly it went by 
and how much of it I took for granted. 
But if I could do it all over again, I 
would. Not because those “glory days” 
were the most exciting days of my life, 
but because I didn’t appreciate them 
enough in the moment.


As I finish up my final few years of 
college, I start to notice more people 
wanting to separate themselves from 
their hometown completely. Over 
holiday breaks, they visit with their 
family and then run away as fast as 
possible. No visits with old friends, no 
journeys to their old stomping grounds. 


There’s nothing that I love more 
than going to my hometown for 
the weekend. I love driving by 
my high school and seeing what’s 
changed or walking past the street 
corner where my friends and I 
used to sit until 11:00 p.m. or 
looking through my yearbooks. I 
love running into old faces in the 
grocery store and inviting familiar 


faces to catch up. And 10 years 
from now, when I’m bringing my 
kids back to my hometown to see 
their grandparents, I can’t wait to 
bore them with all my memories 
from when I was their age. 


And what about the people who 
don’t have the luxury of leaving their 
hometown and doing something 
“bigger?” Why do we mock them for 
staying in the same place?


Not every person needs to run off 
to New York City or Los Angeles. Not 
every person needs to cut ties with 
every person they grew up with. 


Not every person needs to make a 
complete 180-degree flip from the 
life that they once knew. 


It’s never good to be stuck in the 
past. But to appreciate where you 
came from and how your hometown 
shaped you is normal and shouldn’t be 
cast aside as “peaking in high school.” 
There’s always a chance that you will 
look around and realize that the only 
place that you have is home. It’s okay 
to look back at where you came from 
with warmth and appreciation.


By Kennedy Cox 
Columnist


Twitter: @dthopinion


The sun sets over Lake Norman, N.C., on Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2022.
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Number of short-term rentals goes up in Chapel Hill 


DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/OLIVIA PAUL
Questions have been raised surrounding the number of Airbnbs in Chapel Hill, and how they could impact housing prices.


Since January 2021, the number 
of active short-term rentals in the 
Chapel Hill area has increased by 
about 40 percent.


In June 2021, the Chapel Hill 
Town Council passed a resolution 
regulating STRs such as Airbnb 
and VRBO within town limits. 
These regulations require zoning 
compliance permits, occupancy 
limits and parking restrictions. 
They also limit units that are only 
used for STRs to mixed-use and 
commercial zoning districts.


Dec. 23 was the deadline for 
all STRs to come into compliance 
with these resolutions, or they 
would have had to return to 
residential use or become long-
term rental units. Despite these 
new regulations, the number of 
STRs continues to grow, with nine 
new Airbnbs opening in Chapel 
Hill in the last quarter of 2022.


There are 339 active STRs in 
the Town, according to the most 
recent information from AirDNA, 
which analyzes STR data. About 
80 percent of these are entire home 
rentals and about 20 percent are 
private rooms. 


The average daily rate is lowest 
in March at $146, highest in May 


at $183 and the median monthly 
revenue is lowest in January and 
highest in April. Occupancy rates are 
also lowest in January at 53 percent, 
and highest in July at 75 percent.


U N C  s e n i o r  Pa r i s a  Va h i d 
used Airbnb to find a place to 
live during the spring and fall 
semesters in 2021.


“I started looking at Airbnb 
because it was during COVID, 
and I was moving back to Chapel 


Hill in the spring and did not have 
a place to stay,” Vahid said in a 
written statement.


S h e  s a i d  s h e  k n e w  t h a t 
subleasing would be difficult 
because of COVID-19, so a friend 
suggested that she look on Airbnb. 


For the spring semester  of 
2021, Vahid signed a contract 
through Airbnb and received a 
long-term stay discount. In the 
fall of 2021, Vahid was able to 


sign a lease agreement with the 
host through Airbnb.


“Airbnb made a lot of sense 
because I would be able to pick 
specific dates that worked for 
me, and would not have to pay 
for times that I would not be in 
Chapel Hill,” Vahid said.


She said she was not able to pay 
rent over the summer and did not 
have to worry about subleasing 
while she was gone. 


Emily  Holt ,  the affordable 
housing development officer for the 
Town of Chapel Hill, said Chapel 
Hill ’s affordable housing team 
is not aware of any specific data 
regarding the connection between 
STRs and housing affordability.


“We’ve generally heard from the 
affordable housing community 
t h r o u g h  t h e  O ra n ge  C o u n ty 
Affordable Housing Coalition that 
there is a lack of evidence showing 
that STRs have a negative impact 
on housing affordability here,” 
Holt said in an email. 


She said when it was discussed 
last spring, Chapel Hill  Town 
C o u n c i l  m e m b e r s  g e n e r a l l y 
thought STRs might help with 
affordable housing as many Airbnb 
hosts explained that additional 
income helped pay mortgages.


Sarah Viñas, affordable housing 
and  community  connec t ions 
director for the Town, indicated 
that affordable housing efforts are 
facing different challenges.


“I think generally what we see 
is insufficient supply of affordable 
housing in Chapel Hill,” she said. 
“It’s quite dramatic here locally.”


V a h i d  s a i d  s h e  w o u l d 
recommend Airbnb to  other 
students looking for a place to 
stay for one semester at a time, 
but that there are limitations to a 
longer stay, as long-term stays are 
typically more expensive than a 
traditional lease. 


Town sees no evidence 
that STRs negatively affect 
affordable housing efforts


By Annie Gibson
Staff Writer


city@dailytarheel.com


Twitter: @DTHCityState


Housing instability impacts residents and students


DTH/ KETAKI “SONALI” UPASANI
Director of Admissions and Outreach Abbie Vaughn of Caramore 
Community, a non-profit organization that provides support programs for 
adults that struggle with mental health, is pictured on Tuesday, Jan. 24.


Housing instability — including 
trouble paying rent, overcrowding, 
homelessness or spending the bulk 
of household income on housing — 
has been seen to contribute to mental 
health issues among individuals, 
especially in recent years.


Housing instability is a prominent 
issue facing many North Carolina 
residents. About 348,000 renter 
households in North Carolina are at 
an extremely low-income level and 
69 percent of these households have 
severe housing cost burdens, according 
to data from the National Low Income 
Housing Coalition. 


The state has a deficit of almost 
200,000 rental homes for people 
who fall in the extremely low-
income category.


Currently, a number of UNC 
students do not have guaranteed 
o n - c a m p u s  h o u s i n g  f o r  t h e 
2023-2024 school year. One such 
student, Bevin Adams, said the 
situation is troubling.


“ I  w o u l d  j u s t  l i k e  m o r e 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  j u s t 


understanding [as to] why we don’t 
have housing,” Adams said. 


She said she is anxious about the 
situation, but that UNC is currently 
offering no mental health resources to 
students directly impacted by the lack 
of housing in the coming school year.


As of 2022, North Carolina is one 
of the top states for housing instability 
among college students, with 17 percent 
of them facing housing insecurity.


Heather Griffin-Dolciney, the 
clinical and operations director at 
the Freedom House Recovery Center 
in Chapel Hill, said she has seen the 
negative impact housing instability 
can have.


“I think it has a great effect on the 
mental health of individuals because 
housing serves as the foundation of 
security and stability in people’s lives,” 
Griffin-Dolciney said. 


Griffin-Dolciney said a lot of 
individuals the Freedom Recovery 
Center works with do not have homes. 
She said the organization works to 
help these individuals connect to peer 
support and case management that will 
help them find affordable housing. 


Griffin-Dolciney said the community 
would also benefit from a full spectrum 
of mental health services, including 
more case management and more 
comprehensive teams that serve people 
that are uninsured. 


She said many people have both 
severe mental health and substance 


use disorders, yet not a lot of services 
for those diagnosed. 


The Caramore Community is an 
organization located in Carrboro that 
aims to empower adults living with 
severe and persistent mental illness 
in North Carolina by helping assist 
individuals in defining their goals and 
developing skills to be successful. 


According to Caramore Community, 
certain individuals with severe and 
persistent mental illness face obstacles 
while finding employment and 
obtaining affordable and safe housing.


Abbie Vaughn,  director of 
admissions and outreach at Caramore 
Community, said the community 
changes people’s lives. She also said 
they help homeless individuals learn 
how to live independently by teaching 
them skills like cooking, shopping, 
maintaining a job and socializing. 


“We’ve had people graduate our 
program and then go get certified to 
be peer support specialists and then 
become a Caramore employee serving 
Caramore clients,” Vaughn said. “So, 
people get to go live independently and 
have a fulfilling life, a lot of times, by the 
time that they complete our program.”


Vaughn said the community offers a 
variety of different housing programs 
designed to serve those with severe 
mental illness. These services include 
vocational rehabilitation, transitional 
housing, peer support and individual 
support services.


Vaughn said the community should 
offer more mental health resources 
to those facing housing instability, 
and that Caramore has eligibility 
requirements that could be barriers for 
prospective patients. 


“A lot of times, people can’t come to 
our program because they don’t have 
the resources to have a provider, they 
can’t get a doctor, they can’t get their 
medicine,” Vaughn said. 


She added that access to medication 
is important as, without it, some people 
may struggle to find housing.


Griffin-Dolciney said accessing 
housing security can make all the 
difference for some individuals.


“They are able to find work in 
the communities where they live, to 
be able to support themselves and 
continue to afford their housing,” 
Griffin-Dolciney said. “They’ve been 
able to create friend groups and that 
additional layer of security that comes 
with having a stable place to live and 
an unchanging group of peers.”


People’s mental illnesses 
can be exacerbated by 


the problem
By Maddie Policastro


Senior Writer
city@dailytarheel.com


Twitter: @mkpolicastro


‘Competitive atmosphere’ proves tough for renters
“Unlike some places that can 


annex land and grow out into the 
county, we have a perimeter that’s 
not going to change,” Holt said.


Another factor limiting housing 
supply in the area is that Chapel 
Hill has historically preferred low-
density development, and most 
of the town’s land is single-family 
zoning, she said.


Holt said while there is not much 
available land in Chapel Hill, there 
is some underutilized space where 
low-density neighborhoods could 
be replaced. However, the supply 
cannot keep up with the demand.


“We can’t just snap our fingers 
and have them happen,” Holt said. 
“There’s a lot of things that have to 
happen to get a big project going.”


Holt also said rezoning can be an 
onerous, public and controversial 


process because it requires developers 
to go to the Chapel Hill Town 
Council, propose and submit an 
application and go through a public 
hearing process during which the 
neighborhood might get involved.


Carrboro Town Council member 
Barbara Foushee said that, while some 
students are supported by their families 
who are able to pay some of the higher 
rental rates, other families may not be 
able to keep up with the cost. 


“I would say our hands are tied 
because the apartment complexes 
are owned by private developers 
and management groups,  and 
so they are the ones that control 
those  rental  rates  and those 
conditions in those apartment 
communities,” Foushee said. 


She also said while rental rates 
are in the hands of developers and 
management groups, the towns 
of Carrboro and Chapel Hill are 


continuing to look for opportunities 
to provide more housing.


Although the local government 
has taken action to address their 
concerns, students and residents still 
face hardships regarding housing. 


“I think it ’s just an overall 
competitive atmosphere — both on 
and off campus,” Taylor said.


Continued from Page 1


Twitter: @msingleton 
@dailytarheel
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Emily Grund makes her return to the pool


DTH/DYLAN THIESSEN
UNC redshirt senior diver Emily Grund, pictured in Koury Natatorium on Monday, Jan. 23, was declared cancer-free 
in February of 2022 and is returning to compete with the UNC Swimming & Diving team this season.


There was a time when Emily 
Grund doubted the possibility of 
ever diving again.


But, in the words of her head 
coach Yaidel Gamboa, she’s better 
and stronger than before. 


The UNC redshirt senior diver 
made her long-awaited comeback to 
the pool this season after battling acute 
promyelocytic leukemia – a form of 
bone marrow cancer – last year. Since 
then, Grund has recorded six top-three 
finishes for UNC in seven diving events 
and already qualified for the 2023 
NCAA Regional Zone Championships.


She doesn’t have to wake up at 5 a.m. 
every day anymore so she can receive 
treatment. No more sitting on the 
sidelines No more doubt and fear over 
the uncertainty of her collegiate career. 


She’s back, re-doing the senior 
season she missed out on.


“Everything that happened last year 
really taught me to appreciate every 
aspect of what’s going on in (the pool),” 
she said. “I’ve loved every second of it.”


In Sept. 2021, Grund received her 
diagnosis and faced a five-month 
battle with leukemia. She was 
officially declared cancer-free on 
Feb. 28, but was required to continue 
treatment until May 20.


After missing 11 months of 
practice, she returned in August, 
full of excitement.


“I just couldn’t wait to get back 
here,” she said. “And I wanted to get 
back as soon as I could.”


The transition was harder than she 
expected, as she still had some lingering 
side effects from the treatment. After 
missing so much time, her body was 
not quite ready for the intensity of 
training full-time.


“I think I thought I was just going 
to be able to jump right back into it,” 
Grund said. “I quickly learned that 
I could not do that. I made it about 
halfway through the week, and I was 
like, ‘Oh, I’m dead.’”


Grund said she knew if she 
maintained a positive mindset 
in spite of this setback, she could 
regain her strength. In the end, 
the only thing that mattered to her 
was getting back to doing what she 
loves to the best of her ability.


For a few weeks, she would practice 
once a day instead of two times like the 
rest of her teammates. As she regained 
her strength, she added additional 
training until her body could fully 
handle the typical two practices a day.


By December, she was practicing 
full time again.


“ I  t h i n k  s h e  t r a n s i t i o n e d 
extremely quickly and well,” Gamboa 
said. “Honestly, she’s stronger than 
she was before, and right now, 
she’s at a really good place — way 
better than I ever expected and way 
quicker than I expected.”


Grund’s absence last season was 
felt by everyone on the UNC diving 
team. Junior diver Aranza Vazquez 
said last year’s practices were 
missing the usual level of positivity 
and joy that Grund always brings. In 
particular, Vazquez missed having 
Grund to cheer on the team’s dives 
— even the “horrible ones.”


When Vazquez was a first-year, 
Grund was always there to lend 
advice and encourage her. Vazquez 
can still remember Grund’s words 


that calmed the rookie down before 
her first collegiate meet.


“She’s always like, ‘take it easy,’” 
Vazquez said. “‘You’re going to make it. 
Don’t think too much about it.’”


Now, in Grund’s fifth year, she 
has the opportunity to do the same 
for new members of the team. Aside 
from her leadership, Grund’s work 
ethic throughout her time at UNC 
is why Gamboa considers her a role 
model for the Tar Heels.


“I think she’s a great example of – 
and I’ve actually told her this many 
times – a warrior,” Gamboa said.


It is her positivity and resiliency that 
makes her stand out to her teammates 


and coaches. And it is because of those 
two traits that she has been able to 
achieve success this season and defy 
the odds stacked against her. 


Grund will compete at the NCAA 
Regional Zone Championships 
in March, where she’ ll have the 
chance to earn a spot at the national 
championship. Coincidentally, her last 
competition before her diagnosis was 
the 2021 championship. 


Having the opportunity to return 
to this year’s competition is an 
achievement that’s not lost on her.


“Before my diagnosis, I think I took 
all this for granted,” she said. “I would 
kind of just come in every day, do my 


stuff and go home, but I really try to 
take in and appreciate every little aspect 
of it (now). I think qualifying for those 
meets just means that much more.”


With this potentially being her 
final year as a collegiate diver, Grund 
said she is tackling this season with a 
different kind of attitude. No matter the 
outcome of a meet, she is just glad to be 
doing what she loves again. 


Being able to compete at the same 
high level as before her diagnosis has 
both motivated and surprised her. It 
also serves as a reminder that she is 
stronger than she thought she was.


The redshirt senior was 
declared cancer-free in 


February 2022
By Caroline Wills


Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com


Twitter: @carolinewills03 
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Community copes with housing shortage


‘Ridiculous’ prices narrow affordable options for students


A p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 0 0  U N C 
students are on the waitlist for fall 
2023 on-campus housing. This 
time last year, there were 422. 


That ’s  an increase of  42.18 
percent.


T h e  Un i v e r s i t y  s a i d  i n  a 
statement that, at this point in 
the spring semester, it is common 
to have a shortage in housing 
availability for the fall. 


Carolina Housing will provide a 
room for every student who wants 
to live on campus, UNC Media 
Relations said. 


But with rising costs on and off 


campus, the search for housing has 
been complicated for students.


Housing on campus


“Demand for fall 2023 housing 
has been especially high due to the 
excellent value and flexible terms 
of on-campus housing,” Executive 
Director of Carolina Housing Allan 
Blattner said in a statement.


Every student waiting for housing 
will be notified of their waitlist status on 
a weekly basis. Typically, UNC expects 
the waitlist to be cleared by August.


On an annual basis, 600 to 1,000 
rooms become available for students 
on the housing waitlist. These come 
from students who move into resident 
advisor assignments, finalize study 
abroad and off-campus living plans 
or decline admission to the University.


UNC Media Relations said the 


increased demand for on-campus 
housing stems from rising housing 
costs off campus. 


Prices of on-campus housing have 
also grown — with a five percent 
increase scheduled for the 2023-
24 academic year.The University 
said the primary causes for these 
rate increases include addressing 
deferred maintenance projects in 
residence halls and compensating for 
operating and utility cost increases. 


This rise is still below increases 
in off-campus housing prices, UNC 
Media Relations said. 


Housing off campus


The average rent in Chapel Hill has 
increased by 37 percent since 2017. 


“Prices for (off-campus) housing 
are just absolutely ridiculous,” said 
Jaleah Taylor, a UNC sophomore 


currently  l iv ing in Morrison 
Residence Hall. “And that’s why 
people have to live on campus now 
— because it’s just so expensive to 
live off campus.”


Next year, she plans to live in Lark 
Chapel Hill Apartments, which she said 
will be about $300 more per month 
than she pays to live in Morrison. 


However, Taylor said she will be 
receiving more amenities through 
the apartment complex that will 
make the price worth it.


“I think UNC should definitely 
promote some type of affordable 
housing,” Taylor said. 


She also said high demand for 
on-campus housing decreases the 
likelihood that students receive their 
first-choice residence hall, which can 
push some students to explore more 
off-campus housing options.


Emily Holt, affordable housing 


development officer for the Town 
of Chapel Hill, said Chapel Hill 
has a tight housing market for 
multiple reasons. She cited the 
Town’s limited land, popularity 
and the influx of  students as 
reasons for the demand. 


“What we have heard or seen is that 
more and more students are moving 
off campus for various reasons, and 
so there’s an increase in demand for 
housing in town, on top of the already 
high demand,” Holt said. 


Chapel Hill can not expand out 
because it is surrounded by a rural 
buffer, she said. 


The buffer is a planning and 
zoning area created by the Joint 
Planning Agreement which was 
made between Orange County, 
Chapel Hill and Carrboro.


and Maddie Singleton
Senior Writer


city@dailytarheel.com


SEE COMPETITIVE PAGE 5


Residents pressured by student encroachment


DTH/ALISON GRAU
Northside resident Loy Long Jr. (56) shares his feelings about the 
construction of The Edition on Rosemary, an annex of The Warehouse 
apartment complex in Chapel Hill, N.C., on Saturday, Jan. 21.


Loy Long Jr. has been living in 
his current home in the Northside 
neighborhood in Chapel Hill for 
about a year, but his roots in the 
neighborhood run deep.


He lived in the house next door 
for the first year of his life before his 
family moved to Hillsborough, and 
his stepsister’s grandfather built the 
place he currently calls home.


Centrally located near UNC-
Chapel Hill and the downtowns 
of Chapel Hill  and Carrboro, 
Northside encompasses an area of 
188 acres — 0.3 square miles.


According to Long, only four 
original homeowners remain on his 
street. The rest of the homes have 
been bought out and many have been 
renovated for new residents.


H e  s a i d  t h e  h o u s e s  a r e 
increasing in value because of 
the demand for housing near 
UNC’s campus. Northside, which 
is historically the largest Black 
community in Chapel Hill, has 
seen a decrease in homeownership 


f o r  y e a r s  a n d  a n  i n c r e a s i n g 
demand for student rentals. 


Nor ths ide  i s  one  of  a  few 
historically Black neighborhoods 
in Chapel Hill, including Pine 
Knolls and Robers-Eubanks.


The U.S. Census reported 1,159 
Black residents lived in the Northside 
neighborhood in 1980, and by 2010, 
the number decreased to 690.  


“It’s not because of the house,”  
he said.  “It’s because of the land.”


He is currently renting the 
house — that has been in his 
family since 1950 — from his sister 
at a reasonable price.


“The 
neighborhood 


has changed 
tremendously 
because of the 


students.”
Sharron Weaver


Has lived in Northside for 62 years 


Increased demand risks 
crowding out those 
already living there


By Eliza Benbow
Senior Writer


city@dailytarheel.com


SEE COMMUNITY PAGE 11


Long said he receives letters on 
a regular basis from prospective 
buyers but can’t imagine his family 
selling the home.


“I don’t know why they would 
ever let it go,” he said.  


A long  with  an  increase  o f 
new residents moving into the 
neighborhood, new apartment 
additions to West Rosemary St. 
are bringing UNC campus life 
closer to Northside.


The Edition on Rosemary, a luxury 
off-campus housing development, 
is one such new development. 
An expansion of The Warehouse, 
monthly rent at The Edition starts 
at $1,245. Construction will be 
complete by August 2023 and has 
already sold out many applications 
for rentals, according to its website.


The Edition did not respond to 
The Daily Tar Heel’s request for 
comment before the time of this 
article’s publication.


Long said his biggest concern 
with the new building is the traffic 
it may bring to Rosemary St. He 
worries that Rosemary St. will be 
harder to navigate with a car due 
to more drivers and pedestrians 
using the road.


Sharron Weaver, who has lived 
in Northside for 62 years, has 


DTH/CARSON ELM-PICARD , GABI ALLEN


By Abby Pender
 Assistant University Editor


university@dailytarheel.com
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A look at public developments in Chapel Hill


DTH DATA VISUALIZATION/ASHLYN JOSHY


T h e  To w n  o f  C h a p e l  Hi l l 
operates more than 300 Town-
owned affordable housing units 
for low-income residents in both 
Chapel Hill and Carrboro. These 
units are administrated through 
the Chapel Hill Department of 
Public Housing and include single 
units, duplexes, triplexes and row 
housing complexes. 


S a r a h  V i ñ a s ,  d i r e c t o r  o f 
affordable housing and community 
connect ions  for  the  Town of 
Chapel Hill ,  said it  is  unique 
that the Town owns and operates 
public housing.


The Town’s  public  housing 
locat ions  in  Chapel  Hil l  are 
Airport Gardens, South Estes 
Drive, Rainbow Heights, Colony 
Woods West,  Pritchard Park, 
Eastwood, North Columbia Street 
and Caldwell/Church Street. Its 
Carrboro locations are Craig-
Gomains, Lindsay Street, South 
Roberson Street and Oakwood.


According to the Department 
of Public Housing’s Admissions 
and Continued Occupancy Policy, 
to qualify for the Town’s public 
housing programs, applicants 
must earn below 80 percent of the 
Area Median Income, be elderly, 
unhoused or living with a disability 
— among other things. Currently, 
the qualifying AMI for a four-person 
family in the Chapel Hill-Durham 
metropolitan area is $76,400.


“Our public housing department 
accepts applications directly from 
residents and they have a process 
in place that’s consistent with 
federal government requirements,” 
Viñas said.


The Department of  Public 
Housing operates two programs 
to support the economic literacy 
and development of its residents: 
the Community Service & Self 
Sufficiency Program (CSSSP) and 
the Transitional Housing Program.


Individuals living in public 
housing who are over the age of 18 
and work for less than 20 hours a 
week must participate in the CSSSP. 


It requires that public housing 
residents must perform eight hours 
of community service or activities 
that “encourage, assist, train or 
facilitate economic independence” 
a month. Elderly individuals and 
people with disabilities are exempt 
from this requirement. 


T h o u g h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t 
o f  Pu b l i c  Ho u s i n g  p r o v i d e s 
multiple options for low-income 
individuals searching for housing, 
Chapel Hill is currently in a deficit 
of more than 5,000 affordable 
homes, according to Chapel Hill 
Affordable Housing’s most recent 
quarterly report.


“What we are focused on, working 
together with our community 
partners, is we’ve established a 
strong pipeline of units to slowly 
chip away at (the deficit),” Viñas said. 


C h a p e l  H i l l  A f f o r d a b l e 
Housing is looking to aid in the 
redevelopment of Trinity Court, 
a public housing location that has 
been vacant since 2018 due to poor 
infrastructure, according to the 
organization’s website. 


“If  something is affordable 
housing or a significant component 
(of a development) is affordable 
housing, we are mindful of how we 
can help them through the process 


and stay on track,” Corey Liles, 
Chapel Hill’s planning manager, said.


Due to the deficit of affordable 
homes in Chapel  Hil l ,  many 
residents in need of affordable 
housing have to look beyond 
the public housing program to 
community organizations that the 
Town may support, according to a 
2023 quarterly report from Chapel 
Hill Affordable Housing. 


“There’s a strong community 
of non-profit affordable housing 
providers for both rental and 
home-ownership in Chapel Hill 
and they have their own application 
processes that are individual and 
specific to the eligibility criteria 
that they have,” Viñas said. 


Eric Bredesen, a resident of 
Meadowmont, was able to buy a 
home 17 years ago through one of 
these organizations — Community 
Home Trust. 


CHT is a land-trust program that 
sells and rents homes and apartments 
to individuals earning below 80 
percent of the AMI. Bredesen was 
connected with CHT after finding 
out he was unable to afford private 
housing options in Chapel Hill. 


“I was so naive as far as what I was 
qualified for,” Bredesen said. 


He said CHT made his home 
purchasing process accessible as he 
didn’t have to pay for a real estate 
agent or narrow down housing in 
his price range.


CHT along with organizations 
s u c h  a s  C A S A ,  Ha b i t a t  f o r 
Humanity, EmPOWERment Inc., 
Community Empowerment Fund 
and Self-Help, provide affordable 
housing in Chapel Hill outside of 
public housing programs.


The Town is working with 
community organizations 


to add affordable units 
By Walker Livingston


Senior Writer
city@dailytarheel.com


Twitter: @wslivingston_


IT’S TIME TO FIND 
YOUR OWN SPACE.
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