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MENTAL WELLNESS

Asian health advocacy group holds field day

DTH/REBECCA DU
Sophomore business major Anvita Godavarthi blows bubbles during the Asian Health Advocacy Alliance Wellness 
Field Day on Nov. 12.

As sounds of children jumping 
rope and playing the childhood game 
“Red Light, Green Light” could be 
heard in the background, attendees at 
the Asian Health Advocacy Alliance 
Wellness Field Day stopped to write 
affirmations and pieces of advice.

Written on slips of colorful 
paper, one prompt read, “What 
advice would you give to your 
freshman self?”

On Friday, the UNC Asian Health 
Advocacy Alliance partnered with HBO 
Max and Yaya Tea for the wellness day 
event, which featured activities hosted 
by UNC Counseling and Psychological 
Services, the Vietnamese Student 
Association and WE ARE SAATH 
at UNC-CH. The activities included 
badminton, double dutch rope, jianzi, 
slime-making and more.

For senior Angela Chen,  a 
co-president of the AHAA, the 

affirmation station and the wellness 
event were a perfect opportunity to 
capture the advice she thinks UNC 
students, especially underclassmen, 

CAMPUS ACCESSIBILITY

Earlier this month, the Disability 
Acceptance  Committee  — a 
committee through the Campus Y 
student organization Best Buddies — 
and another organization called Tar 

Heels at the Table published a petition 
calling on UNC and Chancellor Kevin 
Guskiewicz to create a permanent 
ramp at the Old Well.

 The lack of a ramp at the Old 
Well has been an issue that’s affected 
students for generations at UNC, said 
Caroline Pharr, executive leader for 
Disability Acceptance’s committee for 
advocacy & equity. 

“What many organizations of 
us are fighting for here on campus, 
who are disability-adjacent or are in 
the disability community, is that a 

temporary ramp is not the solution,” 
Pharr said. “It’s an accommodation 
to a symptom. And until we create 
a permanent structure that allows 
permanent access, we aren’t addressing 
the underlying barriers that exist here 
at UNC for a person with disabilities.”

Creation of the petition

Pharr  sa id  her  committee 
addresses issues that impact people 
with disabilities on campus. She 
said she spearheaded the creation 
of the petition.

“We’ve got to start at the heart of 
UNC and that’s the Old Well,” Pharr 
said. “It’s a symbol of our University, 
it’s where a lot of our traditions are 
based out of and, without a ramp at 
the Old Well, we’re barring part of 
our population from being able to 
engage in the UNC traditions.”

Pharr added that her committee 
worked collaboratively to write a 
letter addressed to Guskiewicz and 
the University about the concerns 
on campus accessibility, specifically 
at the Old Well. The text in the 
petition is the same as that of the 
committee’s letter. 

This letter was passed around 
to other committees in Disability 
Acceptance to make sure it was 
reflective of the advocacy and 
equity committee’s goal and that 

HIGHER EDUCATION

N.C. Central expanding 
K-12 teaching program

DTH FILE/ESHA SHAH
Marathon Teaching Institute, a new teaching program at NCCU, aims to give 
Black male students the tools to succeed in careers as educators. 

GRAPHIC BY CLAIRE AUDILET

The North Carolina Central 
University launched the Marathon 
Teaching  Inst i tute ,  wi th  the 
mission of recruiting, retaining 
and mentoring African American 
males to become K-12 teachers 
and educators.

Currently, Black male teachers 
comprise less than two percent of public 

K-12 teachers nationally, according to a 
United States  Department of Education.

The new MTI program aims to 
increase this number.

Quintin Murphy, the program 
coordinator of  MTI,  said the 
organization aims to provide Black 
male students with the tools they 
need to succeed as educators.

“We aim to be the No. 1 African 
A m e r i c a n  t e a c h i n g  p r o g ra m 
that prepares African American 
s tudents  across  a l l  HBCUs,” 
Murphy said .  “It  i s  the  only 
independently run program on an

need to hear most.
“I read one of their slips, and the 

one that I read I think perfectly 
captures what I would have said,” 

Chen said. “It was something 
along the lines of, ‘No matter how 
stressful or crazy this challenge is 
that you may be facing currently, 

in six months time, it will be like 
nothing to you.’”

The Asian Health Advocacy Alliance 
strives to improve the overall health of 
Asian American and Pacific Islanders 
in North Carolina through advocacy, 
education and community engagement.

Junior Hayden Park, the events 
chairperson of AHAA, said she joined 
the organization because of her own 
experiences with mental health.

“Personally, what drew me to this 
club is that I have struggled with mental 
health since I was in high school, and I’ve 
also struggled with cultural competency 
and Western medicine where a lot of 
people don’t think there’s disparities 
with Asian American health,” Park 
said. “Especially with my family, who 
has a language barrier when talking to 
doctors — my parents go to Korea every 
time they have a health problem because 
they don’t trust doctors here.”

Al though AHAA does  not 
focus on students specifically, the 
difficult semester the University 
has experienced has opened the 
door to new opportunities for the 
organization to engage with students.

The event  featured 
activities like badminton 

and jumping rope

Organizations are 
calling on UNC to make 
campus more inclusive

A new initiative aims to 
increase the number of 
Black male educators
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permanent ramp at Old Well
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RALEIGH RESOURCES

Kiran serves victims of domestic violence

DTH/CAROLINE BITTENBENDER
Seema Kak, the executive director of Kiran, poses for a portrait on Nov. 9. 
Kiran’s mission is to empower and support South Asian victims of domestic 
violence in North Carolina.

Kiran, an organization based in 
Raleigh, is devoted to ending the 
cycle of abuse and to serving and 
empowering South Asian victims of 
domestic violence. 

The organization works to provide 
culturally specific services and 
comprehensive economic, social and 
community resources to members of 
the South Asian community. It serves 
individuals with backgrounds from 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

“There was no support system 
for  things  that  were  unique 
about them, immigration issues, 
language,” Executive Director 
Seema Kak said. “These are very 
specific to these cultures because 
it’s not something that everyone 
else here experiences.”

Kiran, which means “ray of 
light” in Hindi, provides a variety 
of services, including a 24-hour 
crisis hotline, client advocacy, crisis 
counseling, safety planning and 
support groups. 

In Kak’s experience decades ago, 
many South Asian women sought help 
from friends for domestic violence but 
were hesitant to openly discuss the topic.

“There’s a lot of cultural nuances that 
go along with where these victims and 
survivors are from,” Kak said. “There is 
a huge emphasis on not sharing your 
personal or family happenings with the 
outside community.” 

Kiran began with a small group 
of women talking about these issues 
among themselves and expanded 
into a volunteer-run organization 

in 1998 as a way to address the 
growing needs of the South Asian 
community in the Triangle.

Ritu Kaur, a member of Kiran’s 
board of directors, played a large 
role in writing the organization’s 
first grant, which helped them form 
the board and serve a larger number 
of people.

Kak said it is common for South 
Asian victims to need a translator 
when reporting their situation to 
the police or court in the United 
States. Kak also said reporting 

domestic violence may not be 
widely accepted because of certain 
traditional views about marriage 
and patriarchal structures within 
the South Asian community.

Anita Raj, who serves as director 
of the Center on Gender Equity 
and Health at the University of 
California, San Diego, said women 
from South Asian backgrounds 
and those who are immigrants face 
important and unique risks.

Women who are immigrants or 
are in a situation where they have 
to rely on their male partner for 
every day functions, such as driving 
or a managing a bank account, 
are more vulnerable to domestic 
violence, Raj said. 

She also said that in most South 
Asian countries, organizations 
that provide services for domestic 
violence victims while respecting 
cultural values are scarce.

Rita Schabel, a licensed clinical 
mental health counselor who has 
served as a guest speaker for Kiran, 
said the organization is a welcoming 
place for people from a different 
culture who may feel reluctant 
to talk to someone outside their 
community about their personal 
problems, especially issues involving 
their spouse or children.

The volunteer organization 
aims to advocate for South 

Asian women
By Meagan Bergstrom

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @Meg_Bergstrom

dailytarheel.com
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CULTURAL FESTIVAL

UNC African Studies Center hosts first-ever Africa Fest

By Emily Shih
Senior Writer

elevate@dailytarheel.com

The bass sounds of Africa Fest’s 

musical performances reverberated 
around the FedEx Global Education 
Center. People stopped to listen, 
and a crowd gathered in the grass 
near the outdoor stage.

On Saturday, the UNC African 
Studies Center hosted Africa 
Fest — a campus and community 
event dedicated to celebrating 
contemporary African art, culture 

and history.
The five-hour event included 

performances by Alsarah and 
t h e  Nu b a t o n e s ,  D J  Ja h l i o n , 
Diali Cissokho, Kaira Ba, Pline 
Mounzeo and Chapel Hill Poet 
Laureate CJ Suitt. 

The first event of its kind at UNC, 
Africa Fest had been in the making 
for nearly two years, ASC Associate 
Director Ada Umenwaliri said. 

“We knew that there was an 
absence of an opportunity to learn 
about Africa that wasn’t technical,” 
Umenwaliri said.

Africa Fest also included a panel 
conversation on “Notions of Global 
Blackness, Black Transnationalism 
and the Cultural Politics of Black 
Identity(ies).” 

Umenwaliri said the panel was 
composed of students and African 
community members.

Keerti Kalluru, a senior and 
recipient of the James and Florence 
Peacock Fellowship, attended the 
event. The fellowship is sponsored 
b y  C a r o l i n a  f o r  K i b e r a ,  a n 
organization that seeks to combine 
public service with research to aid 

in participatory development in 
Kibera, an informal settlement in 
Nairobi, Kenya.

Kalluru said she found the panel 
discussion especially interesting.

“A lot of it was about identity and the 
balance between — especially for people 
in immigrant families — being seen 
as not African enough, or American 
enough, and their experiences about 
Blackness in America,” she said. 
“I thought it was interesting as an 
Indian American, since my parents 
immigrated from India.” 

The panel was meant to open 
and extend the conversation about 
inclusivity and diversity on campus, 
Umenwaliri said.

Umenwaliri also talked about 
performers like Alsarah and the 
Nubatones and the importance of 
their music, which has honored 
youth resistance in Sudan. 

“Their lyrics are also teaching,” 
she said. “And the instruments 
they use are not commonly used 
i n s t r u m e n t s .  Ev e r y o n e  w h o 
comes to this event is going to see 
something new, spark a research 
interest and open-mindedness, 

and also highlight the differences 
in individuals.”

Carolina for Kibera also participated 
in the event as an organization.

“We are a nonprofit in the U.S., an 
NGO in Kenya and an affiliate entity 
of UNC,” CFK Communications 
Manager Hannah Bain said. “We’re 
connected with the African Studies 
Center, and they invited us so people 
can learn more about what we do.”

Umenwaliri said she hopes Africa 
Fest drew Chapel Hill community 
members in to network, socialize and 
engage in celebrating contemporary 
African music and art.

Umenwaliri said the Africa Fest 
event was oriented toward creating 
community, in addition to inspiring 
future research.

“If we create more opportunities, 
then communities will be more 
inclusive,” Umenwaliri said. “We 
have a significant number of African 
scholars who are studying different 
topics in the continent and also the 
opportunity for interdisciplinary 
work and research.”

The event celebrated 
contemporary art, 
culture and history

Twitter: @dailytarheel

CAROLINA ASIA CENTER

Meja Bahasa Indonesia celebrates 
Indonesian culture on campus

PHOTO COURTESY OF SUCI FARAHDILLA
Baiquni is a graduate student studying  history who is a participant at the 
Indonesia Tablle. 

By Madi Kirkman
Staff Writer

elevate@dailytarheel.com

Meja Bahasa Indonesia, or the 
Indonesian Table, provides UNC 
students with an opportunity to 
explore Indonesian culture, language, 
history — and tasty treats.

Every other Tuesday from 12 
p.m. to 1 p.m., students gather on 
the FedEx Global Education Center 
fourth floor patio to practice the 
language with native speakers.

Kevin Fogg, associate director of 
the Carolina Asia Center, organizes 
each event in the series. He books the 
space, gets the word out and creates 
learning materials.

Fogg said he has also committed to 
providing an Indonesian sweet at each 
event. Recently, he served Astor, an 
Indonesian chocolate wafer stick.

“That snack actually reminds me a 
lot of my childhood back in Indonesia,” 
said Baiquni, a graduate student in 
history who participates at the table.

Baiquni said he wanted to get 
involved with the series because it was 
a way he could help bring Indonesia 
into the broader UNC context. 

“For me, it’s a way to get to know 
other students who share similar 
interests and, also at the same time, for 
me to understand their perspective on 
cultural differences,” Baiquni said. 

The series gives students an 
opportunity to study a Southeast 
Asian language, and Indonesian is 
often easy to learn, Fogg said.

Gisella Lie, a graduate student in 
the Gillings School of Global Public 
Health, is Indonesian. She said the 
events for the table are informal, and 
her favorite parts are connecting with 
attendees through conversation and 
expanding her own knowledge.

“I’m fluent in Indonesian, obviously,” 
Lie said. “But I never learned the theory 
behind that. So it’s really interesting 

to have the theoretical aspects of the 
language being pointed out.”

She said she values that others 
can come to the table and learn more 
about Indonesia.

“Anyone who’s interested in history, 
culture and language in general, I really 
welcome,” Lie said.

Fogg said he thinks of the table 
as part of a broader effort to revamp 
and revitalize Southeast Asian studies 
at UNC, and that similar language 
tables might be offered in the future, 
such as one for the South Asian 
language Tamil. 

“I love creating a place where the 
Indonesian students can come out 
and show off their enthusiasm for 
their language and enthusiasm for 
their culture,” Fogg said.

He said he also sees the table as 
an opportunity for Indonesian to 
be incorporated in UNC’s language 
learning curriculum. 

“If there are enough students who 
come out, then we can request to bring 
in an Indonesian language teacher from 
Indonesia,” Fogg said. “We can try and 
get course codes up in the department 
of Asian and Middle Eastern studies, 
but we need to demonstrate student 
demand for that first.”

Junior William Burnham, who 
attended the Indonesian table, said 
he got involved with the series due to 
his fascination with the language and 
history of Indonesia. Burnham said 
the fluent speakers help him learn 
new grammar and vocabulary. 

“But a big part of it too is just 
cultural exchange, like just sitting 
and talking,” Burnham said.

He said he did not start learning 
Indonesian until this semester, and 
that he is happy with the progress he 
has made with the language in the 
past three months. 

“I just want to emphasize that you 
don’t have to have any experience,” 
Burnham said. “You don’t have to know 
anything about Indonesia in general.”

Burnham said his goal is to be 
able to eventually conduct an entire 
conversation in Indonesian. 

“I think it would be awesome to 
be able to expand the presence of 
Indonesian culture on the campus 
in general,” he said. “I definitely 
encourage anyone who even has 
a little bit of interest in Southeast 
Asia or in Indonesia to come out 
and give it a try.”

Biweekly, students can 
gather to learn history, 

language and more

Educators highlight 
importance of diversity

HBCU campus that better prepares 
African American students to go to 
the next level.”

Murphy said that N.C. Central 
is currently known for its excellent 
law and nursing programs, but he is 
hopeful that the MTI will shine a light 
on the school’s education program.

“In the early 1960s and 1970s, 
Central was looked at as one of the 
best teaching colleges in the state,” 
Murphy said. “We want to refocus 
and re-highlight that Central is 
a great institution to obtain your 
licensure degree and that it’s a great 
institution where we wanted to do 
more for African American male 
education majors.”

Brian Wasson, an English teacher 
at Chapel Hill High School, graduated 
from N.C. Central in 2012. Wasson 
said historical and institutional factors 
have contributed to the number of 
Black male teachers.

“Black kids coming up haven’t seen 
their intelligence as valued in school 
settings or their self-worth and self-
efficacy affirmed all that much in 
school settings,” Wasson said. “Now 
this is improving, but historically, 
the educational system hasn’t always 
been a source of safety and comfort 
for Black people in general, and 
particularly Black men.”

Wasson said he has seen the 
impact that Black male teachers can 
have on graduation and retention 
rates for Black students, which he 
attributes to their efforts to affirm 
their students’ self-worth. 

“Not having Black males there 
also says something that is very 
unspoken, but very well heard 
among Black students going through 
a school setting,” Wasson said. “It 
shows them that maybe this is 
not the place for them, and that is 
reflected in their performance.”

Sarajaneé Davis, professor of 
public policy at UNC, said she 
would love to see the University 
support the MTI initiative and find 
other opportunities to collaborate 
with N.C. Central in supporting its 
mission to help Black men leading 
K-12 classrooms.

“Above all else, I think UNC needs 
to substantively prioritize this matter 
and listen to what teachers, teacher 
candidates and undergraduate 
students of color say they want and 
need to pursue careers in education,” 
Davis said.

She added that there are a 
number of steps UNC could take 
to increase the number of students 
of  color  s tudying educat ion, 
inc luding  f inancia l  suppor t , 
mentorship and evaluating its own 
teaching environment.

“By determining what is limiting 
racial diversity in its own teaching 
ra n k s  a n d  r e m e d y i n g  t h o s e 
problems, UNC might be better 
equipped to recruit and retain future 
teachers of color,” Davis said.

Wasson and Murphy said they 
are hopeful that more Black male 
teachers can have a greater positive 
impact on minority students.

“They need support,” Wasson said. 
“They need familiar faces in positions 
of authority, so they can kind of feel 
like their value is edified. They can 
be active and beneficial contributors 
to their school setting and, in the 
future, their society.”

MTI will review applications 
each spring to select a cohort 
that  wil l  begin the next  fal l . 
Minority male students majoring 
in education or counseling with a 
cumulative 2.7 GPA are eligible to 
apply for the program.

B e n e f i t s  o f  s t u d e n t s  w h o 
are selected for  the program 
include leadership professional 
development, financial assistance 
for tuition and books, peer-to-
peer social and academic support, 
instructional support to prepare 
for licensure exams, job placement 
assistance upon graduation and 
mentorship of field experiences 
from other Black males, according 
to MTI’s webpage.

Students who are interested 
in the program can find more 
information on the application 
progress on MTI’s webpage.

Twitter: @jennarupp_Twitter: @madikirk31

DTH/EMILY SHIH
Community members attend Africa Fest on Nov. 13.  Put on by the UNC 
African Studies Center, it is the first UNC event dedicated to African culture.

Continued from Page 1
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CAPS still needs more representation, students say

DTH/KATE LEWIN
Vanya Bhat, a junior majoring in neuroscience and medical anthropology, poses for a portrait on Nov. 11 outside of 
Davie Hall. Mental health is especially stigmatized in Asian American communities, Bhat said.

By Natalie Varma
Staff Writer

elevate@dailytarheel.com

Last spring, over 1,000 students, 
faculty, staff, community members 
and campus organizations signed a 
petition to increase representation 
of providers from Asian-American 
and Pacific Islander backgrounds 
within UNC Counsel ing and 
Psychological Services.  

According to the petition created 
by a group of medical and doctoral 
students, CAPS had no providers who 
self-identified as AAPI as of last spring. 
In the wake of a rise in anti-Asian hate 
incidents, students saw a community 
need to expand AAPI mental health 
services within CAPS.

New CAPS hires

At a virtual meeting of the 
University’s Mental Health Task 
Force in March, CAPS director Dr. 
Allen O’Barr said that he hoped to 
hire a post-master’s of social work 
fellow trainee over the summer to 
increase representation in CAPS 
until the next staff turnover.

CAPS made two hires in August: 
Irang Kim and Misha Mohan.

According to the CAPS website, 
Kim, a first-generation immigrant 
from South Korea, focuses on issues 
including immigration trauma 
and generational conflicts. She 
holds the AAPI-focused fellowship 
position in CAPS, a year-long role 
that is renewable and was created in 
response to the petition.

Mohan, a psychology intern, 
specializes in working with students 
from South Asian backgrounds and 
can help with trauma management, 
according to the CAPS website. 

C h e r i s h  W i l l i a m s  i s  t h e 

co-facilitator of the Multicultural 
Health Program at CAPS. Williams, 
who received her doctorate in 
School Psychology from UNC, said 
that AAPI representation is vital in 
mental health resources.

“It ’s important for students 
coming in to be able to see a provider 
who looks like them and who has 
similar background and may be able 
to relate on a deeper level to their 
lived experiences,” Williams said. 

Jaymin Jethwa, a junior majoring 
in management and society and 
political science, echoed Williams’ 
sentiment. He said that while 
growing up in an Asian-American 
household, mental health wasn’t 
discussed much.  

“Having someone that grew up in 
a similar environment or situation 
as me would help me open up more 
personally,” Jethwa said. 

Vanya Bhat, a junior majoring 
in neuroscience and medical 
anthropology, is the co-editor-in-
chief of SAATH HAI SHAKTI. The 
publication is a South Asian mental 
health awareness and lifestyle magazine 
started by the student organization WE 
ARE SAATH at UNC.

Mental health can be especially 
stigmatized in Asian-American 
communities, Bhat said, and it’s 
important that there is a good 
support system for students.

“It’s hard for people sometimes to 
express what they’re going through 
because of the fear of this kind of 
stigma,” she said. 

S o p h o m o r e  b i o l o g y  m a j o r 
Bhagyashree Behera, also a co-editor-
in-chief of SAATH HAI SHAKTI, 
said that there are certain aspects 
of people’s culture that impact how 
they approach the world, so having 
a counselor who understands that 
is imperative. Students dealing with 
racial trauma or AAPI-specific issues 
may find it easier to talk to someone 
who can relate, she said. 

“We just  want to have the 
representation that allows us to heal 

in a way that’s comfortable to us,” 
Behera said. 

Continued work ahead

Many students say that more 
outreach would be a step in the 
right direction. 

Bhat said that outside of some 
communicat ion be tween her 
organization and the AAPI CAPS 
counselors, she hasn’t heard of any 
other outreach initiatives. 

S h e  s a i d  t h a t  c o u n s e l o r s 
participating in club events or social 
activities with students could be 
beneficial in helping students feel more 
comfortable using resources at CAPS.

“A little bit of outreach would go 
a really long way in building trust,” 
she said. 

Williams said that CAPS is 
working with the funding that they 
have, but recognizes the need for 
further representation of the AAPI 
community in their resources. 

“It is definitely something that is 
on CAPS’ radar, and we are doing the 
best with what we’ve been given to 
be able to provide resources to our 
students who we know definitely 
have a need,” she said.

Wil l iams,  a longside  Erinn 
Scott, who is also a Black female 
psychologist at CAPS, co-facilitates 
the Multicultural Health Program, 

which launched in September 2020 
to serve Black, Indigenous and other 
students of color.

Michelle Ikoma, a fourth-year 
medical student, is one of the 
creators of the original petition. She 
said that while the addition of new 
AAPI providers is beneficial, there is 
still more work to be done. 

“It is a milestone that we all 
want to celebrate,” Ikoma said. 
“But it’s also a first step towards 
getting to a place where CAPS 
itsel f  looks mult icultural ,  so 
that we don’ t need a separate 
Multicultural Health Program.”

Two AAPI providers 
were recently hired; 

some say it’s not enough

Twitter: @dailytarheel

BRIEFS
Dontae Sharpe granted 

pardon of innocence 26 
years after he was falsely 
convicted of murder

Gov. Roy Cooper granted 
Dontae Sharpe a pardon of 
innocence on Nov. 12, over 
26 years after he was falsely 
convicted of murder.

Sharpe, a Black man, was 
initially found guilty on the charge 
of murdering George Radcliffe, 
a 33-year-old white man, in Pitt 
County in July of 1995. However, 
a 2019 ruling by a Pitt County 
Superior Court judge found that 
the state’s first witness in the 
Sharpe trial was not present at the 
time of the shooting and that her 
testimony was made up of what 
she saw on television and what 

AHAA has been instrumental in 
making Park feel included and 
meeting her diverse needs as a 
minority student, she said.

S e n i o r  Ja c q u e l i n e  G u ,  a 
co-president of AHAA, and Chen 
both said they were excited to 
work with Irang Kim, a post-MSW 
social work fellow at CAPS, whom 
they feel can relate to some of their 
cultural experiences as members of 
the AAPI community. 

“Our social work fellow, Irang 
Kim, has been integral in working 
alongside of the AHAA for this 

event and volunteered to facilitate 
a de-stress station where students 
can play traditional Korean games, 
learn origami, color and use stress 
relieving sensory items,” CAPS 
psychologist Cherish Williams 
said in a statement via UNC Media 
Relations. “It is our hope that our 
AAPI student community feels 
supported and knows that CAPS is 
committed to providing traditional 
and non-traditional mental health 
resources to our students.”

Gu noted the intersections of 
her cultural identity and mental 
health challenges.

“ T h e  m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  t h i s 

organization both for Angela and I 
really came from our experiences as 
first-generation immigrants, seeing 
the struggles that our parents had 
navigating the health care system 
and also our own struggles not 
being able to mediate different 
understandings of health that might 
come to a head with the American 
health care system,” Gu said.

Although these disparities have 
been consistent over time, Gu 
also pointed out the additional 
pressure COVID -19 added to 
these challenges.

“Also grappling with the effects 
of COVID on our community and 

thinking about how, once COVID 
hit, a lot of the disparities were 
real ly  sal iently  seen through 
things like vaccine inequity and 
the amount of businesses affected,” 
she said.

As finals approach and stress 
levels rise, the organizers and 
attendees of Wellness Field Day 
wanted to take the opportunity to 
remind students of the importance 
of wellness.

“Wellness is anything that lets 
people take care of themselves, 
enjoy themselves and remind 
themselves that they’re not just 
here to study, which, I mean, we 

are here to study, but there is 
more to life than just studying,” 
junior Sebastian Aragon, who 
attended the event, said. “You 
have to remember to take care 
of yourself, your friends and the 
people around you.”

More information about AHAA’s 
events can be found on their social 
media pages, including Facebook 
and Instagram.

The organization also has a 
public Linktree with l inks to 
presentations and panel recordings 
at linktr.ee/uncahaa.

AHAA, CAPS partner to provide resources to students
Continued from Page 1

Twitter: @neptunejade
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investigators told her.
According to the N.C. Department 

of Public Safety, pardons of innocence 
dismiss the criminal charges of those 
who are granted one. 

“I have carefully reviewed 
Montoyae Dontae Sharpe’s case 
and am granting him a Pardon 
of Innocence,” Cooper said in a 
statement. “Mr. Sharpe and others 
who have been wrongly convicted 
deserve to have that injustice fully 
and publicly acknowledged.”

— Guillermo Molero

Chemist Frank Leibfarth to 
be winter Commencement 
speaker

Award-winning chemist Frank 
Leibfarth will deliver the 2021 UNC 

winter Commencement address on 
Dec. 12, according to a University 
press release. 

A member of the UNC College 
of Arts and Sciences’ chemistry 
faculty since 2016, Leibfarth 
has earned recognition for his 
research on developing synthetic 
polymers  with  a  foc us  on 
sustainability. He was featured 
on Popular Science magazine’s 
2021 Brilliant 10 roster.

In the press release, Leibfarth 
said he was humbled by the 
invitation to address UNC’s 
winter graduates.

“I want to share what I’m 
passionate about and some of 
the universal lessons that I’ve 
learned — often the hard way — 
throughout my career,” he said.

The Commencement will be held 

at the Dean E. Smith Center.
— Allie Kelly

UNC cross country teams 
secure joint bids to NCAA 
Championships  

The North Carolina cross country 
teams secured qualification to 
the 2021 NCAA Championships 
last week at the NCAA Southeast 
Regionals in Anchorage, Ky. 

The men’s team finished 
third and qualified as an at-large 
selection, while the women’s team 
finished second to earn automatic 
qualification for the second year in 
a row — the first time both teams 
have qualified since 2014.

The NCAA Championships 
wil l  take place Nov.  20 in 

Tallahassee, Fla.
— PJ Morales

UNC fencing teams show 
out at Western Invitational  

The North Carolina fencing teams 
had a successful weekend at the 2021 
Western Invitational, hosted by the 
United States Air Force Academy. 
The men’s team finished 6-2, and the 
women’s team finished 5-4.

The women’s team lost to Notre 
Dame by the same score but 
swept the New Jersey Institute of 
Technology, winning 14-13 overall.

The men’s team continued 
to dominate the following day, 
winning all three of its bouts, while 
the women’s team won its first 
two before dropping a close one to 
Stanford, 15-12.

— PJ Morales
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Emmy-nominated director speaks at Union

DTH/KAYDEN HUNT
Janet Mock, a writer, director, producer and transgender rights activist, speaks at an event presented by Student Life 
& Leadership and UNC Queer and/or Trans People of Color on Nov. 10 at the Carolina Union.

Emmy-nominated writer and 
director Janet Mock discussed 

her experiences as a transgender 
woman of color in the entertainment 
industry during a Q&A event 
Wednesday at the Carolina Union.

At the hour-long event, Mock, 
who directed the FX series “Pose,” 
gave advice to young QTPOC — 
queer and/or transgender people of 
color — reflected on her personal 
journey of healing and identity 
and discussed the show, which is 

based on New York’s underground 
ballroom culture. 

“What does it look like for these 
castaways, who have been pushed out 
of homes, to build a network, family, 
resources and sanctuary within the 
ballroom?” Mock said of the show. 

The event — titled “An Evening 
with Janet Mock” — was co-hosted 
by UNC QTPOC, a student support 
and advocacy group for members 

of those communities, and the 
Carolina Union’s Office of Student 
Life & Leadership. 

Eri  Kakoki ,  who ser ves as 
co-founder and president of UNC 
QTPOC, asked about the authenticity 
of affirming language in “Pose.” 

“It  was a great process of 
collaboration, and it was rooted in lived 
experience,” Mock said at the event. 

In addition, Keoana Nettles, 
student leadership coordinator for 
Student Life & Leadership, asked 
about the importance of language in 
QTPOC spaces. Mock said she would 
often take input from the show’s 
actors about the script to make sure 
it felt genuine.

She also  talked about  her 
experiences growing up and rising 
through the ranks of the media and 
film industries. Her first piece of 
advice to young transgender people 
and people of color: “Look for your 
people, find your people.”

Mock said trailblazing multiple 
industries, as she did, takes resilience, 
tenacity and being purpose-driven. 
Although difficult, she felt like it was 
her duty to push forward.

Working to enact change in non-
affirming spaces creates a need for 
QTPOC to have their own spaces, 
like the ones UNC QTPOC provides, 
Mock said.

“When we have spaces of our own, 
it is to be safe spaces and oftentimes 
to recharge, so we can re-enter spaces 
where we’re not affirmed,” she said.

Shelby Armstrong, a junior 
communications major, and Lauren 

Garland, a junior public policy 
major, attended the event because 
they are fans of the show. 

“All the stories that they tell, the 
characters that you see, they’re so 
distinct,” Armstrong said. “And the 
challenges they face — it’s like nothing 
else that was on TV at the time.”

Garland said she was inspired 
by Mock’s advice for transgender 
people and people of color to show 
up as they are rather than change 
to make themselves more palatable 
to others.

“Especially being on a campus 
where you’re very hyper aware of being 
a minority, you may want to conform 
in a certain way,” Garland said. “But 
you don’t need to — you shouldn’t.”

A r m s t r o n g ,  w h o  i s  t a k i n g 
a screenwriting class at UNC, 
cited Mock’s discussion on the 
importance of giving opportunities 
for QTPOC to work behind the 
scenes on film projects.

“All these people behind the 
scenes have Pose as a credit and can 
now go work on other productions,” 
Mock said.

When Kakoki  asked about 
how students can maximize their 
impact on social justice, Mock said 
legislation follows in the footsteps of 
cultural changes like media and the 
creation of safe spaces.

“Social justice takes a multi-
pronged approach, but it definitely 
comes through the culture and 
through people first,” Mock said.

Janet Mock gave advice 
to young transgender 

people of color
By Claire Tynan

Staff Writer
elevate@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dailytarheel

CAROLINA ASIA CENTER

CAC hosts discussion about depictions of South Asians in media

DTH/BROOKE ELLIOTT
Kellen Hoxworth, a professor at Florida State University, leads a discussion 
about Dave Carson at UNC called “Dave Carson’s Brownface Empire” on Nov. 15.

Kellen Hoxworth, a professor 
at Florida State University, led a 
discussion at UNC called “Dave 
Carson’s Brownface Empire” on 
Monday to discuss the performances 
of Dave Carson, a comedian who built 
his career upon stereotypical depictions 
of South Asian men and women during 
British colonial rule of India. 

Hoxworth came to UNC to 
participate in the Carolina Asia Center’s 
series “From Dave Carson to Apu: 
Global Circulations of Indian Brown 
Voice and Brownface.”

The event was proposed by Pamela 
Lothspeich, an associate professor 
in UNC’s Department of Asian 
and Middle Eastern Studies who 
worked with Kevin Fogg, Carolina 
Asia Center’s assistant director, and 
Krupal Amin, the Asian American 
Center’s associate director.

They worked to contact speakers 
l ike Hoxworth,  University  of 
Virginia professor Shilpa Davé and 

comedian Hari Kondabolu to host 
discussions on the depiction of 
South Asians in media. 

“(Fogg and Amin) were both really 
excited about the idea, and we worked 
on setting up the funding and how 
we could bring everyone together in 
the same time frame,” Lothspeich 
said. “I was just really amazed when 
I discovered Dr. Hoxworth’s work. 
We definitely wanted to invite him 
into the volume.”

During his speech, which was 
held at the FedEx Global Education 
Center and streamed live online, 
Hoxworth discussed the inception 
of brownface characters and their 
influence on modern perceptions of 
South Asian people.

“Through his performances of racial 
mockery, Carson incorporated South 
Asian subjects into the minstrel fold,” 
Hoxworth said. “Within minstrelsy’s 
economy of racial abjection, Carson 
circulated racial impressions of South 
Asians as insistently inarticulate.”

He also discussed one of Carson’s 
signature roles, “The Bengalee Baboo,” 
a parody of Indian businessmen who 
aspired to ascend to the class of white 
British colonists. Hoxworth said 
Carson assuaged fears of racial upward 
mobility through this role, assuring 
white British audiences of their security 

in the class system.
“We get this measuring up, or failing 

to measure up, to the white system,” 
Hoxworth said. “At every possible 
contact point, we see this inability of 
the Bengalee Baboo figure to navigate 
sexual and social circumstances, which 
seems to be a way of containing this 
anxiety of South Asian men as being a 
racial threat.”

Hoxworth stated that modern-
day parallels can be drawn between 
Dave Carson’s “Bengalee Baboo” 
caricature and characters such as 
Hrundi Bakshi, portrayed by Peter 
Sellers in the 1968 film “The Party,” 
or Apu Nahasapeemapetilon of 
“The Simpsons.”

Apu, being one of the most well-
known portrayals of a South Asian 
man in modern American media, 
is also the subject of Kondabolu’s 
documentary “The Problem with 
Apu,” which was screened on Nov. 11 
as part of the Carolina Asia Center’s 
event series. 

“The durability of such characters 
over 150 years demonstrates that 
the problem with Apu, and with 
South Asian racial impressions 
at large, extends well beyond 
contemporary anxieties over 20th 
century globalized mass media 
and its dissemination of animated 

caricatures,” Hoxworth said.
After concluding his speech, 

Hoxworth answered questions 
from attendees and thanked those 
present in person and on Zoom for 
their attendance.

Rohan Rajesh, a sophomore 
at UNC, moderated the seminar, 
sitting beside Hoxworth during the 
presentation and monitoring the 
Zoom for questions and comments.

“Professor Lothspeich actually 

emailed me and asked me if I would 
like to moderate this, and it looked like 
a really interesting topic, so I was really 
happy to do it,” Rajesh said. “Minstrelsy 
is something that has only come up 
in the past year or so for me. I didn’t 
know that there was any South Asian 
minstrelsy going on in British India, 
and it seemed like something I should 
learn about.”

Speakers explored 
the use of stereotypes 

spanning over 150 years
By Brooke Elliott

Staff Writer
elevate@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dailytarheel
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Students share additional campus accessibility concerns
organization, Pharr said. 

Finally, the letter got sent to Tar 
Heels at the Table to get its input, she 
said. The organization serves as an 
advisory board to Guskiewicz and other 
senior administrators on accessibility, 
disability and inclusion.

After making some corrections, 
the DA went live with the petition, 
Pharr said.

Beyond the Old Well

Brooks Fitts, the president of Tar 
Heels at the Table, said that there 

are too many accessibility concerns 
on UNC’s campus to count.

“Caldwell Hall is completely 
inaccessible,” Fitts said in an email 
statement. “The majority of wheelchair 
accessible rooms are on the fourth floor 
of dorms, and there has been no clear 
instruction on how these folks should 
evacuate in the event of a fire.”

Austin Tyner is a co-chairperson of 
the Disability Advocates Committee, 
another organization under the 
Campus Y that is focused on advocacy 
and fostering community between 
people with disabilities at UNC. Tyner 
said that this petition brings up the 
question of whether UNC has plans to 

address physical accessibility all across 
campus, not just at the Old Well.

“You have to wonder what kind 
of short- and long-term plans the 
University has, if any, to address all 
(community concerns), such as building 
inaccessibility, campus pathways and 
all of those sorts of things,” Tyner said.

Looking forward

Tyner said that in terms of physical 
accessibility on campus, a lot of 
improvement needs to be made. 
She hopes the petition prompts a 
significant community response.

“I hope that kind of the social force 

of students backing disabled folks and 
those who would use a ramp, which 
includes people who use mobility aids, 
I hope that kind of social force would 
put pressure on the University to do 
that,” Tyner said.

Pace Sagester,  UNC media 
relations manager, said in an email 
that UNC Facilities Planning and 
Design has recently begun a study 
to determine the feasibility of full 
accessibility at the Old Well. 

“We hope to complete the study in 
early 2022,” he said.

Sagester  added that  while 
investigations for permanent 
accessibility solutions at the Old Well 

continue, UNC will continue to have 
temporary accommodations during 
commencement, the first day of class 
and other events.

“Like DA, like Tar Heels at the Table 
and other organizations, we don’t 
believe that putting a ramp at the Old 
Well will fix overnight all of the issues at 
UNC when it comes to being a person 
of disabilities,” Pharr said. “But it’s 
an important signal that needs to be 
made to the student body about the 
administration, UNC as an institution, 
recognizes people of disabilities, affirms 
them and welcomes them to UNC.”

Twitter: @dailytarheel
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STUDENT INNOVATION

New campus devices sanitize with UV light

Students share research, perspectives on Latinx art

DTH/LIV REILLY
The UNC Latina/o Studies Program (LSP) held a virtual undergraduate 
symposium on Nov. 8. At the symposium, students and faculty discussed 
the exploration of art and its relation to history, politics and identity. 

The UNC Latina/o studies 
program held an undergraduate 
symposium last week to discuss the 
exploration of art and its relation to 
history, politics and identity. 

UNC students Abigail Gillespie 
and Livia Benitez gave presentations 
about their research and perspectives 
on Latinx art. 

“For some artists, their art is a 
way to heal and understand what 
their complex identity is,” Gillespie 
said. “They’re expressing their lived 
experiences in a deeply personal way 
that does not require spoken words. 
They’re telling a story, even if no one 
is around to listen.” 

The symposiums are part of a series 
that relates history to current events 
happening in Latinx communities and 

around the world. 
“We intentionally create unique 

symposiums, and the symposiums 
are really intended to help our 
campus and broader community 
expand their  conceptions  of 
what defines Latinx people, their 
experiences, values and cultural and 
intellectual productions,” Geovani 
Ramírez, a postdoctoral teaching 
assistant professor who moderated 
the symposium, said. 

Gillespie began the symposium 
with a presentation on narrative art 
and healing. She focused on “Disease 
Thrower,” a collection of sculptures 
created by Salvadoran-American artist 
Guadalupe Maravilla. The work was 
inspired by Maravilla’s experiences 
with migration and cancer.

Gil lespie said immigration 
can sometimes cause stress on 
physiological and mental health, 
citing Maravilla’s experiences with 
immigration as a running theme in 
his work. 

“To understand the trauma 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  b e i n g  a n 

undocumented immigrant, you have 
to understand the trauma associated 
with before, during and after the 
migration process,” Gillespie said. 

Benitez’s presentation focused 
on art as a catalyst for revolution 
agains t  censorship  f rom the 
Cuban government. 

“We used to see art as a companion 
whenever there is a social movement, 
whenever there is a revolution, 
whenever there is a political change,” 
Benitez said. “We tend to see artists use 
their art in all types of modifications, 
from music, paintings, sculpture, 
to reinforce that change. In this 
particular case, what we’re seeing in 
Cuba is art itself creating a revolution, 
aiming for change.” 

Benitez said supporters of the 
revolution, which is also known 
as the San Isidro Movement, are 
creating signs, selling clothing and 
stamping money with the words 
“Free Cuba” in order to show support 
to Cuban artists. 

“Countries outside of Cuba are 
helping and sharing and spreading 

what’s going on through arts, 
through performances, through 
music, through paintings,” Benitez 
said. “It’s just amazing.”

Ramírez said the symposiums 
f o c u s  o n  b u i l d i n g  b r i d g e s 
across various institutions and 
geographical spaces.

“ We’re  reaching  our  UNC 
community  and Chapel  Hi l l 
community, but we’re also reaching 
other people beyond UNC and in our 
Triangle,” he said. 

The discussion focused on 
understanding political 
and historical contexts

By Liv Reilly
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @livvreilly

Students and community members talk campus culture

The UNC Mental Health Summit 
brought together faculty, staff and 
student leaders Monday to discuss 
mental health on campus, with specific 
sessions focused on campus culture.

The “Campus Culture: Student 
voices” session was moderated by 
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs 
Amy Johnson and Dean of Students 
Desirée Rieckenberg.

 Student panelists included 
m e m b e r s  o f  Un d e r g r a d u a t e 

Student Government, Graduate and 
Professional Student Government, 
Mi Pueblo, Peer2Peer, hha! Peer 
Educators and student-athletes. 

In the presentation from GPSG, 
Director of Health and Wellness 
Cristopher Grohs presented potential 
solutions to improve the mental health 
of graduate and professional students.

T h e s e  s o l u t i o n s  i n c l u d e d 
introducing wellness resources during 
orientation, encouraging students 
to observe University-sponsored 
wellness days, including wellness 
resource information in course syllabi. 
Additionally, Grohs mentioned 
potential town halls focused on student 
wellness, as well as social programming 
for graduate and professional students.

The athletes who presented 
included senior softball pitcher 

Hannah George, senior track and field 
member Madias Loper, graduate track 
and field member Jill Shippee and 
senior soccer midfielder Carly Wetzel. 
The four athletes talked about the 
specific mental health challenges and 
added pressures they face, especially 
given their schedules.

“Student-athletes are humans 
too,” Shippee said. “We have the 
same struggles and problems as 
everyone else.”

Wetzel said that the Carolina 
Athletics Mental Health and 
Performance Psychology Program is a 
great resource, but that the program 
only receives an annual budget of 
$1,000 and currently has 15 people on 
the waitlist, which makes it difficult for 
athletes to adequately receive mental 
health support when they need it. 

Chairperson of the Faculty Mimi 
Chapman and psychology and 
neuroscience professor Andrea 
Hussong, as well as other members 
of the faculty and staff spoke at the 
“Campus Culture: Faculty and staff 
voices” session. 

Hussong presented the results of 
a survey that was sent to faculty and 
staff about mental health on campus. 
The survey received 941 responses 
in total, with 301 responses from 
faculty and 640 from staff. 

In the survey responses, 81 
percent of faculty and 76 percent of 
staff said they thought the overall 
level of distress in students that they 
interact with has increased this fall. 

Hussong said many faculty who 
responded to the survey said that 
they did not have enough time and 

support to meet increased instruction 
demands. Survey responders  also 
said they have concerns about when 
absences will be excused, coordinating 
hybrid classes and managing flexibility 
in large classes. 

Hussong  said many faculty who 
responded to the survey reported 
strategies they have used to increase 
responsiveness in students, including 
flexibility with assignments and 
deadlines, promoting wellness and 
reaching out to vulnerable students.

In the new general education 
curriculum, Hussong said, all 
incoming first-years will be required 
to take a course called College 
Thriving, which will cover topics like 
wellness and mental health. 

The meeting was 
held virtually in two 
discussion sessions

By Elizabeth Egan
Assistant Audience Engagement Editor

university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @_ElizabethEgan

DTH/JEROME IBRAHIM

Sophomore Jared Porter, Ultraloop’s chief operations officer, uses one of the 
company’s sanitation devices in Davis Library on Nov. 15.

In an effort to provide an easier, more effective 
way to prevent the spread of germs, UNC has set up 
chemical-free sanitation stations across campus for 
student and faculty use. 

Located at these stations are Ultraloop devices — 
large metal boxes that sanitize everyday objects using 
high-frequency ultraviolet light. 

Jared Porter, a sophomore who serves as Ultraloop’s 
chief operations officer, said the sanitation devices  
benefit students and faculty by solving an issue that 
most people do not even think about. 

“While hand sanitizer is effective in cleaning 
one’s hands, once contact is made with a different 
unsanitary object, such as your wallet, phone or 
keys, the process of sanitizing one’s hands becomes 
negated,” Porter said. “However, with the use of our 
Ultraloop device, the chain of infection from dirty 
personal items becomes broken.” 

Porter also said he has noticed the impact of Ultraloop 
devices since they arrived at UNC this semester. 

“I definitely believe that the implementation of our 
devices has made a positive impact on UNC’s campus 
for both faculty and students,” Porter said.  

Aditya Bhatt, founder and chief executive officer 
of Ultraloop, said it has been encouraging to see the 
excitement surrounding the Ultraloop devices. 

“It is motivating for us to know that they are 
excited about this,” Bhatt said. “Even some of our own 
professors came into class and told everyone in the 
class about it.” 

Regarding the future of the device on campus, 
Porter said there is a wide range of possible 
applications. He said the organization plans to 
provide sanitization options in various locations, 
such as kitchens, dining halls, recreational centers 
and athletic facilities. 

“Beyond deploying more devices in order to cover 
more entry and exit points, the future of Ultraloop on 
campus would entail introducing new devices that 
accommodate for all of the different sanitation needs 
on campus,” Porter said. 

While many students and faculty members across 
campus have used the Ultraloop devices, others have 
yet to try them out. 

Tymofii Burda, an exchange student studying business, 
said he is interested in using them in the future. 

“ I  am a  ver y  tech-savvy  person,  so  any 
technological gadget sounds interesting to me,” 
Burda said. “Using this device to quickly sanitize 
my belongings would be one less thing I would 
have to worry about.” 

Porter, who grew up in Chapel Hill, said being able 
to help out the community in which he was raised has 
been a dream come true.

“Walking around campus and knowing that 
I am giving a potential extra degree of safety to 
everyone I see fills me with pride,” Porter said. 
“With the campus culture at the top of everyone’s 
mind, health and safety should never be a concern. 
Providing this ease of mind further encourages 
me to make sustainable sanitation and health care 
solutions available to all.”

By Ryan Koluch
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dailytarheel
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During the webinar, community 
members  expressed concerns 
about the new alleyway buildings 
a n d  m o d e r n  a r c h i t e c t u r e 
interfering with Chapel Hill ’s 
sense of community.

Architects  tasked with the 
redevelopment discussed many 
o p t i o n s  o f  d e m o l i t i o n ,  b u t 
they decided to preser ve the 
Carolina Coffee Shop’s location, 
demolishing the building on 134 
E. Franklin St. instead. 

Ryan Shanklin, a junior at UNC, 
said he has many memories inside both 
Johnny T-Shirt and Cosmic Cantina.

“I remember my parents taking 
me and my brother to Johnny 
T-Shirt when I was younger, so 
I would hate for other families 
and students  to  miss  out  on 
these Franklin Street traditions,” 
Shanklin said.

The Carolina Coffee Shop, which 
is directly beside Porthole Alley, 
will remain in the same place. 
KieranTimberlake is working with 
affected businesses directly, in an 
attempt to preserve their business 
on Franklin Street. 

The redevelopment process 
is still in its very early stages. 
The next step in the process of 
redevelopment is to secure zoning 
rights for the architecture firm 
and begin planning for community 
accommodations around traffic 
caused by the construction. 

Plans have not yet been made 
for when the businesses at 134 E. 
Franklin St. need to relocate. 

Additional information about 
the Porthole Alley Redevelopment 
can be found on UNC Facilities 
Services’ website.
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Sponsored monthly by Bob Young ‘57 in honor of his wife, Pat, 
and the 1957 UNC National Championship basketball team.

Madeline Chandler is a senior at UNC studying 

English and Studio Arts. Being from Hatteras Island, 

she often explores the unique experiences that come  

with being raised in a beach community.

We were raised
to crabwalk the dunes until we  

tumbled and clumsily cascaded down, 

to side-eye those who plucked its sea oats, 

to smooth its sliding skin back into place,  

to kiss the cooled evening hill with our foreheads  

after being kissed in its crevices. 

We didn’t mind the sand sloughed into our ears. 

We liked it, in fact, the waves whispering 

Close your eyes, children. 

Feel those grains deep inside you. 

Now, listen. You can hear us anywhere. 

By Madeline Chandler

RSI provides living options and related supports to people of all ages 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. We promote quality 
of life by maximizing self-determination, development of independent 
living skills, community involvement, meaningful social roles, and 
socially responsible behavior. RSI’s vision is to help children and adults  
to live lives characterized by happiness, dignity, health, and the highest 
possible degree of social responsibility and productivity.

We are hiring students, entry level and 
experienced individuals!

→ Gain experience related to your major
→ Great for Psychology, Sociology, Nursing, Pre-Med, 
    and other Human Services majors/degrees
→ Paid Internship opportunities
→ Entry-level, paid training

STUDENT
BENEFITS

Our entry level jobs are a great way to gain hands-on health care and human 
services experience! We provide the training and have various shifts available- 
daytime, evening, overnights... We even pay employees to sleep!

$200 Hiring Bonus!!  Positions available immediately! 
Start ASAP!

~ Established in 1974 ~

For more information or to apply, visit jobs.rsi-nc.org

FRANKLIN STREET

UNC proposes Porthole Alley renovations

Twitter: @collinatadlock

The redevelopment 
plans would cause some 

businesses to relocate 

By Collin Tadlock
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

As a part of UNC Facilities 
Services’ Campus Master Plan, 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  d e s i g n e d  a 
proposed renovation for Franklin 
Stree t ’s  Por thole  Al le y  wi th 
Philadelphia architecture firm 
KieranTimberlake.

On Thursday and Friday, the 
University held several information 
sess ions  about  the  proposed 
redevelopment of Porthole Alley, 
the walkway connecting UNC’s 
campus to Franklin Street. The 
alleyway sits between 134 and 144 
E. Franklin St. 

The proposed development 
could involve the demolition of the 
buildings, which could force local 
businesses, such as Cosmic Cantina 
and Johnny T-shirt, to relocate.

“We started out in January 2020 
with public information sessions to 
really hear what the community’s 
thinking and interested in and 
their thoughts about this site and 
what could happen here,” said 
Richard Maimon, an architect 
and partner of KieranTimberlake, 
in an online information session 
held on Thursday.

Maimon said the suggested 
redevelopment will draw stronger 
connections between downtown 
Chapel Hill and UNC’s campus. 
A f t e r  r e n o v a t i o n s ,  Po r t h o l e 
Alley will house the University’s 
Undergraduate Admissions and the 
UNC Visitors Center.

The plans include adding two new 
buildings, one on either side of the 
alleyway. There will also be transparent 
suspended bridges connecting the 
buildings, along with a sculpture 
garden and dining courtyard. 

The object of the project is 
to design “spaces that  real ly 
bring people together with a 
sense of creative collision, some 

transparency, openness and a 
sense of contemporary alongside 
the historic dynamic institution,” 
Maimon said. 

The plans have received criticism 
f rom C ha pe l  Hi l l  res i dents , 
including concerns about the traffic 
that would accompany construction 
and the risk of losing Chapel Hill’s 
historic aesthetic. 

University Architect Evan Yassky 
said the redevelopment plans will 
take into account traffic delays 
caused by construction.

“Obviously there is a lot of both 
pedestrian, vehicular and bicycle 
traffic in this area that will have a plan 
well ahead of time about any need to 
divert lanes or other pathways around 
the site,” Yassky said. 

DTH FILE/HALYNNA SNYDER
Porthole Alley contains the “Parade of Humanity” mural, painted in 1997 by Chapel Hill native Michael Brown.

“We started out in January 2020 with public information sessions to really hear 
what the community’s thinking.” 

Richard Maimon, architect and partner of KieranTimberlake
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Walk to campus, affordable,
new in downtown!

Rent Includes:
• 4 private bedrooms (and 4 full    
   bathrooms in each unit!). 
• Full kitchen with spacious cabinets
• Washer and dryer in-unit
• Dishwasher and garbage disposal 
• Refrigerator with ice maker
• Microwaves
• Complimentary recreation room (TV, 
   Pool Table & Wi-Fi) 
• Parking spot in garage 
• Security entries at elevator & stairs. 

For More Information,
919-968-7226 • office@millhouseproperties.com

Visit: http://stonecropapartments.com

Call or email to see this amazing property!
919-968-7226 • rentals@millhouseproperties.com

Your Rent includes: 
• All utilities (Water, AC/Heat, Electricity)
• Wi-Fi
• Parking spot in garage 
• Security entries at elevator & stairs 
• Washer / Dryer in each unit
• Refrigerator with ice maker
• Full kitchen with spacious cabinets
• Microwaves
• Complimentary recreation room
   (TV, Pool Table & Wi-Fi) 

3 & 4 bedroom units available 
Each room has its own full bathroom. 

Walk to Campus, New, 
and Affordable, in 

Downtown Chapel Hill.
4 Full Bed Rooms with 4 Full 
Bathrooms Units Available

YOUR Rent “INCLUDES” all your 
utilities (electricity, Heat/AC, Water)
Other amenities:
• Bedrooms with “Full-Private” Bathrooms
• Full Kitchen with spacious cabinets
• Washer/Dryer built in each unit
• Dishwasher with Disposal
• Refrigerator with Ice Maker
• Parking Spot in Garage
• Complementary Recreation Room (TV, Pool 

Table, study, FREE Wi-Fi)
• Security entrances of Elevator & stairs

Call or E-Mail Today to 
set up a time to view this 

amazing property
 (managed by Millhouse Properties)

Call 919-968-7226 or Send Email
rentals@millhouseproperties.com

Floor Plan for 4 Bedrooms & 4 Full Bathrooms

Visit our website - www.stonecropapartments.com

Stacy Wynn is a true Chapel Hill 
native. His parents were professors at 
UNC-Chapel Hill and he attended  Chapel 
Hill High School. 

He worked at The Daily Tar Heel for 30 
years, doing everything from paste up to 
delivering the paper.

Five years ago, he started driving for 
Uber and Lyft after realizing he could turn 
his love for driving into some extra cash. 
His long history in Chapel Hill now lends 
itself to outsmarting traffic and giving 
visitors the scoop on his hometown.

Heels Housing: What’s your advice for 
getting to Raleigh-Durham International 
Airport?

Wynn: It can be difficult to get an Uber 
or Lyft very early in the morning. A lot of 
times I’m the only one out there from 3 
a.m. to 8:30 a.m. because most drivers do-
ing the bar crowd will go home after 2:30 
a.m. Even if there are multiple drivers out, 
most will not drive 15 or 20 minutes away 
to pick up a ride. 

If you have somewhere important that 
you need to be at a certain time – it might 
be better to call a cab.

Getting to RDU usually takes about 25 
minutes from campus, but anybody leaving 
from campus or Carrboro should allow an 
hour and a half before their flight. During 
rush hour, it can take longer than that.

Heels Housing: What’s something that 
frustrates you as a driver?

Wynn: One of my biggest bugaboos 
is when I get a request that’s 15 minutes 
away, and when I get there,  they’re still 
getting ready and I have to sit and wait 
another 5 minutes.

Please be aware that these drivers are  
volunteers that are working off your sched-
ule so be kind! And I could care less about 
tips. I absolutely appreciate them, but I 
never expect any ride to come with tips.

Heels Housing: Any secret shortcuts for 
getting around town? 

Wynn: A lot of people don’t know 
that you can go through South Campus 
from Highway 54 to get to Carrboro. 

Taking Cameron Avenue and South Road 
can save some time except during class 
changes. I always recommend allowing 
extra time during class changes because 
you can be stuck waiting at a crosswalk 
for a while. The traffic guards at both 
crossings on South Road have helped 
immensely with that. Also don’t forget 
that there’s a nice cut-through using 
Stadium Drive to get straight to Ridge 
Road quicker.

Heels Housing: How do I avoid rush 
hour traffic in Chapel Hill?

Wynn:  I always have a number of 
backroad ideas. I listen to WCHL  radio 
for their traffic reports and change my 
routes in accordance. I hate I-40, especial-
ly during rush hour and 15-501 between 
Chapel Hill and Durham can be a real 
nightmare, so I try to avoid that too. 

Heels Housing: Do you have any funny 
stories about the people you’ve driven? 

Wynn: Oh, yes, so many. My favorite 
is when I picked up a young male Duke 
student on campus going to a Prohibi-

tion-themed party at a fraternity. He was 
wearing a shiny tuxedo coat with white 
lapels, a big old fat hand-tied bow tie 
and black shiny shoes. He opened the 
door to get in and I think I got high off 
the smell. I had to ask, so I said, “So no 
pants, huh?”

“Oh, I think I left them in the frat 
house,“ he replied.

I will say that I’ve never lost track of my 
pants on a night out. 

What your Uber driver wants you to know

Stacy Wynn
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OBITUARY

Caroline Nicholson Brown, died Sunday morning, November 14th, 2021 
at the age of 74. She was born June 2, 1947, daughter of the late Donnell 
and Marjorie Nicholson. Caroline is survived by her five children, Hannah 
Veltri, Matt Bruckel, Nick Brown, Carrie Casello, and Miriam Brown; six 
grandchildren; and her brothers, Donnell Nicholson, Timothy Nicholson, 
and Michael Nicholson. Funeral service will be 2:00 p.m. Monday, November 
15th at Temple Emanuel in Greensboro followed by interment at Hebrew 
Cemetery. Advantage Funeral Services of Greensboro is assisting the family.

Caroline Nicholson Brown

What you need to know before you sign a lease
Junior Tanvi Saran had an off-campus lease at the 

start of the year. But once UNC shifted classes online, 
de-densified campus housing and consolidated the re-
maining residence halls, Saran and many other students 
were left to find other students to sublease so they could 
return home.

After subleasing to other students looking for 
housing, Saran returned home to Oklahoma. But that 
process wasn’t easy. Finding a new place and signing 
the lease for it within a short amount of time can be a 
stressful process and it can be difficult for the renter to 
know what they’re getting with all the rush.

If you find yourself in this position, here are three 
key aspects of a lease to look at before signing so you 
know exactly what to expect from your new home.

Additional Fees

Aside from the monthly rent, it’s important to know 
what other fees and payments are listed on the lease. 
These additional fees can include repairs, trash fees, 
pest control fees and pet rent. Depending on the terms 
in the lease, you may also be required to have renter’s 
insurance and set up utilities in your name, both of 
which could significantly increase the cost of off-campus 
living.

Renter’s insurance was a requirement of Saran’s 
lease.

“We had to get renter’s insurance as a part of our lease 
and I think that shows responsibility on the landlord’s 
part,” she said. “The people that were running the lease 
were very organized, which made me feel a lot better about 
leasing to them.”

The listings on HeelsHousing.com include the fees that 
potential tenants might need to pay.

 Amenities and other provisions

Looking closely for the amenities that come with the 
lease is key. That way you know what to expect when mov-
ing in, what is being provided to you and what you need 
to arrange externally. The amenities may differ depending 

on whether the location is in a neighborhood or within an 
apartment complex. Some common amenities are laundry 
machines, a fitness center or pool and parking spaces.

“Obviously, it was important to know what they were 
taking care of versus what I was taking care, so utilities 
and whether or not they were dealing with trash and the 
lawn,” Saran said.

For other provisions like allowing pets and visitors 
indoors, properties have different policies which should 
be outlined on the lease. For example, one landlord or 
company might not allow pets at all, while others will have 
a process to get a pet approved.

HeelsHousing.com listings have descriptions and fea-
tures listed which tell those interested about the different 
amenities and facilities available at each location.

Important dates

Lastly, making note of due dates for payments and 
form submissions is crucial for the leasing to go through 
as smoothly as possible. Many landlords will have an ap-
plication and guarantor process prior to officially signing a 
lease and paying a security deposit. 

The listings on HeelsHousing.com have details about 
the availability date for each location, which allows you to 
structure the leasing process around the specific date.

“They’ve got it all consolidated into one spot,” said Sa-
ran, who signed a lease for the first time this year. “That’s 
really nice. If I knew about this, I’d have used it.” 

HeelsHousing.com also has a list of resources about 
utilities, transportation and more for potential tenants. 
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N.C. facing gerrymandering suits — again

GRAPHIC BY CARSON ELM-PICARD

Republican leaders in the N.C. 
General Assembly have faced 
allegations of partisan gerrymandering 
and criticism of the new “race-blind” 
map drawing process following the 
Nov. 4 passage of new federal and state 
legislative maps.

Gerrymandering is not a new issue 
in North Carolina, as the state has faced 
gerrymandering lawsuits for years. The 
Princeton Gerrymandering Project, a 
Princeton University initiative focused 
on fair representation in congressional 
redistricting, has said North Carolina’s 
maps were likely gerrymandered to 
favor Republicans in the 2014, 2016 
and 2018 elections.

This year, their Redistricting Report 
Cards gave the state’s congressional 
and legislative maps grades of F for 
partisan fairness, citing “significant 
Republican advantage.”

The new maps have the potential 
to impact the 2022 midterm 
elections. Maps are only drawn 
once every decade after the census 
is completed. In North Carolina, the 
governor cannot veto the maps once 
they have been passed. 

Maps can be overturned or deemed 
unconstitutional in court, which 
happened with North Carolina’s 
congressional maps in 2017 for racial 
gerrymandering and in 2019 for 
partisan gerrymandering.

In a state former Republican 
President Donald Trump won by just 
1.34 percent, the new congressional 
maps are expected to give Republicans 
a significant advantage in nine of 
the state’s 14 U.S. congressional 

districts, according to the Princeton 
Gerrymandering Project.

This leaves only three majority 
Democratic districts and two 
competitive districts — an allotment 
similar to that of the 2016 congressional 
maps, which gave Republicans a 10-3 
majority — a discrepancy addressed in 
a supplemental complaint to Harper v. 
Lewis, a 2019 case filed by N.C. voters 
alleging partisan gerrymandering. 

“Republicans once again made 
it about as strong of a partisan 
gerrymander as they could possibly 
manage,” N.C. Rep. Graig Meyer, 
D-Caswell, Orange, said.

On Oct. 29, a group including the 

North Carolina NAACP, Common 
Cause and individual North Carolina 
voters backed by the Durham-based 
Southern Coalition for Social Justice 
sued North Carolina legislators in the 
Wake County Superior Court, claiming 
that the decision of the N.C. General 
Assembly’s redistricting committees 
to not consider race data in drawing 
districts violates the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, which prohibits racial 
discrimination in voting. 

Still, some Republicans stand 
behind the decision not to use racial 
data in drawing up the new maps.

Andy Jackson, director of the 
Civitas Center for Public Integrity 

at the John Locke Foundation, 
a  conser vat ive- leaning think 
tank based in Raleigh, said in a 
research brief on the foundation’s 
website that banning the use of 
racial data in the redistricting 
process actually helps make sure 
the state isn’t accused of violating 
the Voting Rights Act.

“Once racial data are introduced 
into the redistricting process, 
legislators will not be able to unsee 
the data they have seen and will be 
vulnerable to charges that racial 
considerations predominated in 
drawing districts,” Jackson wrote in 
the brief.

In 2019, a group of voters backed 
by the National Redistricting 
Foundation, a nonprofit affiliated 
with former Attorney General 
Eric Holder’s National Democratic 
Redistricting Committee, sued 
several North Carolina legislators, 
as well as the state, alleging a 
partisan gerrymander in the state’s 
2016 maps. On Nov. 5, 2021, they 
added a supplemental complaint 
to their lawsuit, Harper v. Lewis, 
addressing the 2021 maps.

In an email, Brooke Lillard, deputy 
communications director for the 
National Democratic Redistricting 
Committee, noted two main issues 
with the 2021 redistricting process 
that are referenced in the complaint.

The complaint alleges that while 
political data was not allowed 
to be uploaded to the computers 
used in drawing the new maps, 
legislators made use of a loophole 
that allowed them to bring maps 
that were drawn previously using 
partisan data into the room and 
copy them onto the computers. 

The complaint also mentions 
how public hearings about the maps 
were held at 64 sites across the state 
in 2011, the last year the districts 
were redrawn not as the result of 
litigation, while in 2021, they were 
only held at 13 different locations.

“Unsurprisingly, this process 
resulted in the General Assembly 
enacting another extreme partisan 
gerrymander, just as it did in 2016,” 
Lillard said in an email. “On party-line 
votes in both chambers of the General 
Assembly, Republicans pushed 
through the new map over objections 
and allegations of foul play. Like the 
2016 plan, the 2021 plan meticulously 
packs and cracks Democratic voters in 
every district — without exception.”

Lawmakers did not 
use racial data when 

drawing the new maps

REDISTRICTING

DURHAM

County commissioner running for U.S. House

DTH/HELEN MCGINNIS
Durham County Commissioner Nida Allam smiles for a portrait in Carrboro 
on Nov. 11.

Last week, Durham County 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  N i d a  A l l a m 
announced that she plans to run for 
North Carolina’s 6th Congressional 
District as a Democrat in 2022. 

Allam is seeking to replace 
longtime U.S. Rep. David Price, 
D-N.C., who recently announced 
he won’t seek reelection. Allam 
was elected to the Durham County 
Board of Commissioners in 2020 
— becoming the first  Muslim 
woman in North Carolina to serve 
in public office.

“Nida has been an active member,” 
Durham County Commissioner 
Heidi Carter said. “She studies the 
issues, reaches out to staff and the 
community for input and tries to 
promote harmony on the board.”

In the past, she worked with 
o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s 
to  support  underrepresented 
communities in Durham.

“In partnership with (Durham) 
council member (Javiera) Caballero, 
Nida advocated for the successful 
initiative to jointly fund a refugee 
a n d  i m m i g r a n t  c o o r d i n a t o r 
for  Durham city  and county 
governments,” said Wendy Jacobs, 

vice chairperson of the Durham 
Board of County Commissioners.

As a commissioner, Allam has also 
voted in favor of a $15 minimum 
wage for county employees and 
supported property tax relief for low-
income residents.

This new position, Allam said, 
has helped refugees and immigrants 
overcome certain barriers such as 
enrolling their children in school and 
paying property taxes.

Her campaign will be one of 
the first in the state to fall under 
North Carolina’s new congressional 
map, which was approved on Nov. 
4. The map, which places Orange 
County in the 6th Congressional 
District, is already facing a lawsuit 
for purportedly violating North 
Carolina’s constitutional guarantees 
of free, fair and honest elections.

Allam’s  pol i t ical  ambitions 
began in 2015 after three of her 
friends — Deah Barakat, Yusor 
A b u - S a l h a  a n d  R a z a n  A b u -
Salha— were shot and killed in 
their home in Chapel Hill. She 
said her friends were victims of a 
hate crime and were targeted for 
their Muslim identity. 

“Growing up, we were constantly 
told that we shouldn’t get involved in 
politics,” Allam said. “The shooting 
really triggered for me that we can’t 
continue down this path anymore. 
We can’t continue to stay silent.”

She wanted to hold public office 
as a way to represent the Muslim 

community, which has long been 
marginalized in North Carolina politics. 

“Any time politicians talked about 
us was in a negative light,” Allam 
said. “Other people are going to write 
our stories and narratives for us if we 
don’t speak up for ourselves.”

Her campaign is focused on 
implementing progressive economic 
and social policies, including support 
for increasing the minimum wage 
and protecting access to abortion.

“We really need someone who’s 
going to hit the ground running and 
fight for more immediate action,” 
Allam said. “We can’t afford to send 
another status quo politician because 
we’re seeing what’s happening with 
moderates at the federal level.”

She also stressed the importance 
of engaging with younger voters.

“We need to be actually engaging 
younger folks and getting them 
involved in the political process, 
so that they can have their voices 
heard,” Allam said.

Allam said she hopes to speak out 
for those in North Carolina who have 
struggled to express their voices in the 
past, highlighting the difficulties faced 
by the state’s many minorities.

“I’m someone who, for so long, 
hadn’t had someone who I could 
look to in office,” Allam said. “So 
it’s personal for me to be that 
representative and to be that type of 
candidate for other folks.”

Nida Allam is the first 
Muslim woman to hold 

public office in N.C.
By Harrison Gummel

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

By David Richman
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @drichman27

Twitter: @HarrisonGGummel
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N.C. judge orders $1.7B to fund public education
LEANDRO CASE UPDATE

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

New mail policy for incarcerated people raises privacy concerns

ORANGE COUNTY

By Emmy Martin
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

By Brian Rosenzweig
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

B y  c o m p o s t i n g ,  O r a n g e 
County residents and businesses 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  d i v e r t e d  o v e r 
946,000 pounds of trash from 
local landfills over the last year, 
according to the county’s compost 
report published in October.

Orange County’s commercial 
food waste collection program 
includes five drop-off sites and 
is offered at no cost to businesses 
a n d  r e s t a u r a n t s .  A b o u t  5 0 
businesses  use  the  program, 
including restaurants,  f lower 
shops and cafes.

C h a p e l  H i l l  M a y o r  Pa m 

By Ian Walniuk
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Nearly 1M pounds of food diverted from landfills by composting

The North Carolina Department 
of Public Safety recently changed its 
inmate mailing system to a fully digital 
service, no longer allowing for original 
physical copies of mail to be received.

All mail sent to North Carolina 
incarcerated individuals is now 
processed by a Maryland-based 
company called TextBehind, which 
digitizes and copies the physical 
piece of mail and then destroys the 
original documents.

The NCDPS cited the reason 
for this change as an attempt to 
reduce contraband — primarily 
drugs — being smuggled into prison 
facilities. NCDPS communications 
officer Brad Deen said in an email 
that mailroom staff have intercepted 
letters and stamps soaked with drugs 
like fentanyl, posing a danger to both 
staffers and incarcerated individuals.

According to the NCDPS, the 
department has seen a 50 percent 
drop in the number of drug use 
and possession-related infractions 
while piloting the TextBehind 
program in four women’s facilities 
over the past year.

Activists have spoken out against this 

change, saying the switch to an online 
system of receiving mail can make 
incarcerated individuals feel isolated 
from the world outside their facilities.

Wanda Bertram serves as the 
communications strategist for Prison 
Policy Initiative, a Massachusetts-
based nonprofit that focuses on 
ending mass incarceration, improving 
conditions in U.S. prison systems and 
combatting for-profit communication 
services within prisons.

Bertram said the new North 
Carolina policy shows a disregard 
for incarcerated individuals.

Deen said in an email that the 
NCDPS strongly considered the 
potentially isolating impact of 
digitizing mail, but felt the reduction 
of  contraband and potential 
overdoses took precedence.

However, Bertram said there is 
“scant” proof that digital mailing 
actually reduces contraband. 

An investigation by the Texas 
Tribune and the Marshall Project, 
published in March, found that 
when Texas stopped visitation and 
limited mailing in prison systems 
across the state, the presence of 
drugs did not decrease. Rather, 
the investigation found they were 
primarily brought in by low-paid 
employees in the facilities.

Bertram said she believes North 
Carolina’s switch to TextBehind plays 
into a nationwide trend of prison 
systems instating mailing, video-calling 
and gift-giving services that profit 
private companies. In North Carolina, 
TextBehind makes its profit through 
user fees and is not paid for its services 
by the state.

Along with worries about potentially 
isolating incarcerated individuals, 
concerns have also been raised about 
the privacy issues of the new system.

Chris Reilly, a spokesperson for 
TextBehind, said prisons using their 
system have access to digital archives 
of all mail sent for up to seven years. 
Those archives can be accessed 
by the prison systems at any time 
without the need for warrants or 
special permissions. 

Reilly said this element can and has 
historically helped in investigations 
after a crime has occurred in a facility, 
allowing prison administrations and 
law enforcement to see if there was 
correspondence related to a crime.

Bertram said that in addition to 
weighing the potentially isolating effect 
of this policy change with the potential 
reduction of overdoses, it’s important 
to contextualize the policy within larger 
issues in the prison system.

Bertram said that one of the most 

common contraband drugs brought 
into prison facilities is Suboxone, a 
drug used to treat opiate addictions 
and reduce recidivism. Suboxone is 
provided to prisoners in some state 
prison systems such as Vermont and 
New Hampshire, but it is not used in 
North Carolina.

“So ,  i f  people  are  indeed 
smuggling drugs inside to treat 

their own addictions, that’s not a 
problem that you’re going to solve 
by forging a partnership with a 
telecom corporation,” Bertram said. 
“You make prison life more hopeless, 
you make it more isolating, and you 
punish every single person in prison, 
including the ones that have never 
done anything wrong.”

In a court hearing Wednesday, 
N.C. Superior Court Judge David 
Lee ordered the state to provide 
$1.7 billion to increase funding for 
public education.

This is the latest ruling in the 
Leandro case that began 27 years 
ago and aims to provide a basic 
sound public education for North 
Carolina students.

“Today’s historic order provides 
long needed and critical investments 
for our students and our schools — 
and ultimately, for our communities 
and our economy,” Mary Ann Wolf, 
president and executive director of the 
Public School Forum of N.C., said in a 
press release on Nov. 10. “This includes 
research-based investments in human 
resources, greater access to educational 
opportunities, and improvements to the 
accountability and finance systems that 
impact education every day.”  

Five low-wealth school districts 
and families initially filed the lawsuit 
in 1994 to seek state funding for equal 
opportunity to sound basic education. 

In the 1997 Leandro v. State and 
2004 Hoke County Board of Education 
v. State rulings, the North Carolina 
Supreme Court said the state had a 

constitutional obligation to provide a 
sound basic education to all children. 

“ S i n c e  a t  l e a s t  t h e  c a s e ’s 
beginnings in 1994, the State of 
North Carolina has failed to provide 
students with the education they 
are owed under our constitution,” 
a Nov. 10 press release from Every 
Child NC read. “That failure has 
disproportionately been borne by 
students of color, students from 
families with low incomes, English 

learners, students with disabilities, 
and rural students.”

Little has been done in the 17 
years since this ruling in 2004.

Gov. Roy Cooper created the 
Commission on Access to Sound 
Basic Education in 2017 to address 
the issues highlighted in the original 
Leandro ruling. 

A year later, Lee appointed WestEd, 
an independent consultant, to provide 
recommendations to improve public 

schools in North Carolina. 
An eight-year comprehensive 

remedial plan was submitted to the 
court in March of this year based on the 
work of WestEd and the Commission 
on Access to Sound Basic Education.

In June, Lee signed an order 
t h a t  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  m u s t 
implement the plan.

Now,  L ee  has  ordered the 
transfer of $1.52 billion from 
the General Fund to the state 
Department of Public Instruction, 
$189.8 million to the Department 
of Health and Human Services and 
$41.3 million to the UNC System 
as part of the Comprehensive 
Remedial Plan. The transfers 
must go through the state budget 
director, controller and treasurer.

“The Court has given the State 
seventeen years to arrive at a 
proper remedy, and numerous 
opportunities proposed by the 
State have failed to live up to their 
promise,” Lee said in the order. 
“Seventeen classes of students 
have since gone through schooling 
without a sound basic education.” 

North Carolina had $8 billion in 
reserves and more than $5 billion 
in forecasted revenues as of August, 
according to the court order. However, 
the state has not yet fully allocated 
funds toward the Comprehensive 

Remedial Plan.
“Legislators can’t simply erase 

this right because they don’t like it,” 
Cooper said in a Nov. 10 statement 
on Twitter. “We have an effective, 
court-approved roadmap for making 
education better in North Carolina, 
and it’s time to get it done.”

Some Republican leaders in the 
General Assembly call Lee’s order to 
transfer state funds unconstitutional. 
A joint statement from Senate 
President Pro Tem Phil Berger and 
House Speaker Tim Moore cites the 
2020 Cooper v. Berger. N.C. Supreme 
Court ruling that confirmed the 
General Assembly has the sole 
authority over state funds.

In the Nov. 10 ruling, Lee stayed 
his order for 30 days to give the other 
branches of government time to take 
further action in accordance with the 
court’s findings. 

“In terms of the 30-day stay 
that Judge Lee imposed in his 
November 10 order, it’s not clear 
what happens next,” Christine 
Scheef, legal counsel and director 
of policy for the North Carolina 
School Boards Association, said 
in an email. 

She said the Supreme Court will 
likely have to resolve the issue.

Twitter: @emmymrtin

DTH FILE/ANGELICA EDWARDS
A student of Frank Porter Graham Elementary follows paw prints printed on 
the sidewalk from carpool toward the school early in the morning on March 
26, 2021.

A volunteer answers a book request letter from an incarcerated individual as 
part of the Prison Books Collective.

Hemminger, who is on the Solid 
Waste Advisory Group for Orange 
County, said the program started 
small but has grown significantly.

“It was grocery stores at first, and 
they kind of took it upon themselves 
to continue on because they realized it 
wasn’t that big a deal for them to sort 
it that way,” she said. “And they saved 
money from hauling the garbage off, so 
it actually saved them some money just 
to get in the habit.”

The Purple Bowl, an eatery on 
Franklin Street, is one business that 
uses compostable products for its 
takeout containers. 

“When you produce a lot of 
trash, you choose to help with 
that when you use compostable 
packaging,” Sabine Farer-Buers, 

general manager of The Purple 
Bowl, said. “Especially during 
COVID, takeout has gotten so 
much bigger. Even though it ’s 
more expensive for us, it’s better 
for the environment.”

Farer-Buers said The Purple Bowl 
is trying to use compostable products, 
but not all of their current takeout 
containers are compostable due to 
shortages caused by COVID-19.

Kyra  Levau,  the  recycl ing 
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  o u t r e a c h 
coordinator for Orange County’s 
S o l i d  Wa s t e  M a n a g e m e n t 
Department, said the program 
has been effective and continues 
to grow. She said the Chapel Hill 
Farmers’ Market and the Eno River 
Farmers’ Market have recently 

added free food waste collection 
sites, joining the existing site at the 
Carrboro Farmers’ Market.

“Since (their) inception in late April 
and early May, those have picked up in 
popularity and gotten more tonnage 
every week,” Levau said. 

CompostMates at Carolina, a 
student organization at UNC, has 
helped off-campus students get 
involved with composting.

The organization aims to provide 
a free pickup service for food scraps 
to off-campus students and other 
individuals who lack easy access 
to composting. It donates to three 
community gardens.

Sophomore Simone McFarlane 
is the sustainability chairperson 
of CompostMates.

“ This  i s  (something)  that 
everyone has the capacity to do,” 
McFarlane said. “And if they don’t 
have the capacity to do it, that’s why 
we’re here to facilitate that process 
and make it easier.”

McFarlane said she also hopes 
people in the broader Orange 
County community will get more 
involved with composting.

“The more that people compost, 
the more normal it becomes, the 
more that we have an impetus to 
create waste management policies 
that are more reflective of these 
values of respecting our environ-
ment and respecting the people 
that live within,” McFarlane said.

Twitter: @briandrosie

Twitter: @ianwalniuk
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

North Carolina sophomore guard RJ 
Davis delivered a career game in Friday’s 
94-87 win against Brown, though it 
came seemingly out of nowhere.

Davis played more of a facilitating 
role in the first half, sitting at six points 
and three assists with just under two 
minutes left in the period. With the No. 
19 Tar Heels down by six to the Bears, 
Davis connected on a pair of timely 
3-pointers to tie up the game.

That moment — though the Tar 
Heels still trailed by three at the half — 
foreshadowed Davis’ late-game heroics.

UNC and Brown worked themselves 
into a stalemate for most of the game, 
with both teams answering almost 
every shot their opponents made. 
North Carolina found itself down 77-75 
with just over seven minutes remaining 
in the game, and it looked as though an 

Ivy League team that missed more than 
a year of competitive basketball before 
the season began was going to knock off 
the hosting Tar Heels.

But the Bears’ lead did not hold up too 
long, as Davis came down and drained 
a 3-pointer to put his team up by one. 
UNC managed a stop on defense, and 
sophomore guard Caleb Love found his 
backcourt running mate for another 
clutch triple to extend the lead.

“My teammates were able to find 
me,” Davis said. “And I was able to 
knock down shots.”

After Davis’ fourth three-pointer 
of the game, the fans could not 
contain their excitement — as if they 
wanted to — but the Bears quickly 
silenced the crowd with an and-1 
opportunity the next play.

With under two minutes remaining 
in the contest, it was only a one-
possession game. Up by three, Davis 
connected on his fifth three-pointer 
of the night. Brown answered with a 
3-pointer in its next possession, and the 
UNC lead returned to just three.

Shortly after, Davis found himself 
wide-open on the wing once again, 
and it was bombs away for his career-

best 26 points.
Of UNC’s nine three-pointers, 

six of them came from the guard 
from White Plains, N.Y. And every 
time he made one, Davis caused the 
Dean Dome to rock, as all six shots 
couldn’t have come at a better time. 

“I feel like my confidence was 
through the roof,” Davis said. “I fed 
off my teammates’ energy and the 
crowd’s energy.”

It was junior forward Armando 
Bacot who initially dominated 
the game for North Carolina. He 
finished the night with 22 points, 14 
of which came in the first half. After 
he continued to score early in the 
second half, Brown brought more 
defensive attention to him.

“In the second half, they started 
double-teaming me,” Bacot said. “So 
it was a lot of easy kick-outs and just 
moving the ball around. We found RJ a 
lot in the second half, and he made some 
huge shots that propelled us to the win.”

Bacot started to pass out of the 
post to open shooters, namely Davis, 
who connected more often than not 
from beyond the arc.

To complement the sharp-shooting 
of Davis, North Carolina cemented the 
win by getting late stops. The team 
struggled defensively for much of the 
game, but stopped the visiting Bears 
on enough possessions to hold on to 
the late lead.

For the majority of the game, 
however, head coach Hubert Davis 
did not think his team was up to par 
on that side of the ball.

“We want to be individually, and 
as a team, great on the defensive 
end,” he said. “And tonight, for the 
most part, we weren’t.”

Friday’s game showed the areas 
that  UNC needs  to  improve, 
but the star of the game kept 
everything in perspective.

“It’s only the second game of the 
season,” RJ Davis said. “We learn from 
the mistakes, and we grow from it.” 

Twitter: @jerem11ah

FOOTBALL

Up-and-down season 
continues with Pitt loss

With the North Carolina football 
team lined up at the three-yard line 
on fourth down, head coach Mack 
Brown had a huge decision to make: 
Go for the field goal and put the ball 
back into the hands of Kenny Pickett 
— one of the top quarterbacks in the 
ACC — or go for the lead and put a 
ranked team on the brink of defeat 
for a second week in a row.

The UNC head coach was talked 
into choosing the latter, and it cost him.

“Looking back, I would have been 
better off going for the fourth down 
at that point,” Brown said.

It ended as a bitter 30-23 defeat 
against No. 25 Pittsburgh in a game 
that encapsulated what this season 
has been about.

Coming into the season with a lot 
of hype, North Carolina dropped its 
first game. After its offense showed 
signs of life in a 59-39 win versus 
Virginia, it sputtered against a now 
3-6 Georgia Tech team.

And Thursday — just a few days 
after UNC fans stormed the field 
following the Tar Heels’ comeback 
win over Wake Forest — the offense 
disappeared once again.  

When its playmakers woke up and 
hope within the fanbase was restored, 
North Carolina let another signature 
win slip away from its fingers. 

“Nobody bats an eye,  guys 
continue to fight, and I think we 
fought to the very end,” senior 
linebacker Jeremiah Gemmel said.

But that fight, just like every other 
sign of positivity from this UNC 
football team, was immediately 
eradicated, serving as a gut punch to 
fans, players, students and coaches.

It was the first game the defense 
really stepped up and made enough 

plays to win a game. Yet, that was 
still not enough. 

That sums up the season for the 
Tar Heels: unreliability, variability 
and an inability to follow up 
impressive performances on one or 
both sides of the ball.

Now, questions arise as to whether 
progress has truly been made from 
Brown’s first season after his 2019 
return to North Carolina.

While recruiting has improved 
drastically, the team has fallen victim to 
the same issues that caused the program 
so many issues throughout Brown’s two 
years in Chapel Hill. Slow starts, erratic 
defensive play and failed second-half 
comebacks have consistently held the 
Tar Heels from unlocking the potential 
the public saw in them — especially 
coming into this season. 

The coaching staff ’s controversial 
decision to not go for the win and let its 
offense fall victim to the unpredictability 
of weather adds to the increasingly long 
list of what-ifs over the three seasons.

Despite Brown’s remorse over 
his choice, two of the team’s leaders 
supported it. Having the backing of 
Gemmel and junior quarterback Sam 
Howell shows one of the bigger silver 
linings from the trip to Pittsburgh.

“I stand behind what we did,” 
Howell said. “... I have no regrets 
about decisions we’ve made.”

While plenty of praise can be given to 
a team that fights back from being down 
17-0, it’s UNC’s endurance in the freezing 
cold rain on the road that shows the 
faith North Carolina has in itself. These 
players appear to still believe in what 
their coaching staff is building in hopes 
that one of these promising moments 
will turn into consistent success. 

But after a tough loss to the 
Panthers, the Tar Heels will have 
to deal with the disappointments of 
another missed chance. 

“We had a lot of opportunities, and 
no matter the circumstances, we got to 
make a play there, then,” Howell said. 
“And we didn’t.”

The Tar Heels lost to the 
No. 25 Panthers 30-23 
in overtime Thursday

By Ryan Heller
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

WOMEN’S CLUB SOCCER

After an undefeated regular 
season and securing its sixth regional 
championship win in seven years, the 
North Carolina women’s club soccer 
team will travel to Foley, Alabama, to 
compete in nationals against the top 
club soccer teams in America. 

But in addition to proving they 
are one of the best teams in the 
country, the Tar Heels will also be 
playing for something much bigger 
— honoring former coach Lars Van 
Dam, who died in late 2019. 

After the devastating loss, the 
UNC club soccer community 
reflected on the immense impact he 
and his coaching had on the players 
and the entire athletic community. 

Van Dam began coaching the team 
in 2008, and continued to do so until 
his death due to complications from 
cancer. After his death, the women’s 
club soccer program and alumni 

developed a list of core values that 
aligned with Van Dam’s teachings, 
which then became known as “The 
House that Lars Built.” 

Christiana Wayne, a current junior 
on the team, never personally met 
Van Dam, but said she understands 
the importance of honoring his legacy 
and playing to his standards. 

“I feel like a byproduct of the 
legacy of Lars and Lars himself,” 
Wayne said. “I never met him, but 
I feel like I know exactly what he 
was about. And I still feel pressure 
to live up to his expectations even 
though he’s gone.”

Ryan McCord, one of the team’s 
coaches, was coached by Van Dam 
during her undergraduate years 
at UNC, and interacted with his 
principles firsthand. Now, she is 
able to take what she learned as 
a player to help her team succeed.

“I think all of us have had a 
lot of coaches over the years, but 
it was so evident that this team 
meant so much to Lars,” McCord 
said. “You walked in and you felt 
like you were on an incredibly 
important team and that you were 
doing something important.”

The consistent strength of this 

team is clear, especially since they 
are the only club soccer team to 
receive nine straight invitations to 
the NIRSA National Championships. 

Despite the team’s regional success, 
UNC has never won a national 
championship, but the players and 
coaches remain confident in their 
ability to succeed.

“We still haven’t won a national 
tournament as a team — that’s been 
sort of like the dangling carrot for us 
for a really long time now,” McCord 
said. “I think some years you can just 
sort of feel it, like the energy feels 
right. And what’s been really exciting 
for us as coaches this year is this is 
one of those years where things feel 
really right.”

The Tar Heels will begin their 
quest for a title Nov. 18, when the 
three-day national tournament 
begins in Alabama. 

While club sports do receive 
s o m e  m o n e y  f r o m  C a m p u s 
Recreation for events such as 
these,  the team has started a 
GoFundMe to reach their goal of 
$7,000. This money will allow the 
athletes and coaches to provide for 
themselves on the road and focus 
on the task at hand — competing 

for a national championship.
“I feel like we’re really excited 

to roll into nationals with some 
confidence and feeling like we have 
something to prove,” said Patterson 
Sheehan, a current senior on the 

team. “Anything that people give is so 
kind and we’re definitely so grateful, 
it is really a weight off our shoulders 
when people do.” 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE WOMENS CLUB SOCCER TEAM
The UNC women’s club soccer team smiles after becoming the 2021 NIRSA 
Region II champions on Oct. 31.

Team honors late coach on road to nationals

RJ Davis scores career-
high 26 points vs. Brown

DTH/CAROLINE BITTENBENDER
Sophomore guard RJ Davis (4) prepares for a layup in a game against Brown 
at the Dean E. Smith Center on Nov. 12. The Tar Heels defeated Brown 94-87, 
earning their second win of the season.

Twitter: @dthsports

The Tar Heels hope to 
play to Lars Van Dam’s 

standards this week
By Abigail Keller

Staff Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @ryanheller23

The sophomore drained 
six of the Tar Heels’ nine 

3-pointers on Friday
By Jeremiah Holloway

Assistant Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com
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EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarketplace

Across
1 “Encore!”
6 Small strings
10 Big zero
14 Ballet bend that’s a homophone 

for a cheese dish
15 One chip, maybe
16 Love, in Lima
17 Cook, i.e.?
19 Canceled
20 1953 Alan Ladd classic
21 Many a dictator’s quality
23 Pink, i.e.?
25 Actress Ryan of “Courage Under 

Fire”
28 Nickname of 1950s Reds slugger 

Ted
29 Meds-approving agcy.
30 Climbing vine
31 Brian of Roxy Music
33 Upright
37 Rook, i.e.?
42 Elevator stop
43 Leaves in small bags
44 Pitcher’s stat
45 Univ. dorm mentors
47 Enero begins it
49 __ Jones
50 E’er, i.e.?
56 City north of Des Moines
57 Must-haves
60 Stare open-mouthed
61 Sort, i.e.?
64 Inner: Prefix
65 USAF noncom
66 Lombardy’s land

67 Smartphone call record, say
68 Citi Field predecessor
69 Pluralizers

Down
1 Edwards, in Calif.
2 Dress like, for the costume party
3 Egyptian cross
4 Utopian
5 Annoying sort
6 Old Mideast alliance: Abbr.
7 Show respect, in a way
8 Eiffel Tower level
9 Detonate
10 Part of the “Hey Jude” refrain
11 “You’re __ friends”
12 Range rover?
13 Loud, as a crowd
18 Big name in 43-Across
22 Pain relief brand marketed to 

women
24 Ditty
25 Annoy
26 Like villains
27 Greek lamb sandwich
32 Breakfast cereal grain
34 Checked out
35 Lyre-playing emperor
36 Sketch
38 Touchy subject
39 Singing sister of Toni Braxton
40 Authentic
41 Pressed Italian sandwich
46 Young hogs
48 Single-piece outfit for a baby
50 Breakfast item
51 Muscat native
52 Older efts
53 “If only”
54 Coffeehouse order
55 Exploits
58 Sábado y domingo, por ejemplo
59 Exclusive
62 L.A. commuter org.
63 Albany is its cap.

© 2015 The Mepham Group.  
All rights reserved.

The LA Times
Crossword Puzzle

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is an 8 — Watch your 
step. Find clever solutions with 
a financial obstacle. It’s easier 
to make money now, and also 
to lose it. Save for unexpected 
expenses.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is a 9 — Keep cool with 
a surprising development. 
Don’t make assumptions. Take 
care of yourself. Enjoy peaceful 
relaxation with a good story. 
Help others later.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is a 6 — Play some good 
music and relax. Hide away from 
noise or chaos. Revise schedules 
for more breathing room. 
Review plans for later action.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is an 8 — A challenge 
or change could catch you by 
surprise. Let people know what’s 
needed. Connect with your 
network. Your team comes to 
the rescue. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is a 7 — Adapt with 
unexpected changes at work. 
Don’t overextend. Stay in 
communication regarding 
deadlines and agreements. Keep 
everyone on the same page. 
Breathe deeply.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is a 7 — Learn new tricks 
with classes, seminars or expert 
gatherings. Discover the latest 
trends. Adapt with unexpected 
educational developments. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is a 7 — Keep feeding 
long-term savings. A trickle adds 
up over time. Collaborate for 
shared gain. Gentle pressure 
works better than force. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is an 8 — Resume 
negotiations. Support your 
partner and be supported 
around unexpected 
developments. You get better 
results with honey than vinegar. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today is a 7 — Take it easy. Don’t 
push too hard or risk accidents. 
Finesse gets farther than force. 
Nurture your health, work and 
energy. Rest deeply.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is a 7 — Relax and 
have fun. Let go of unrealistic 
expectations. Adapt around 
unexpected plan changes. Keep 
your temper with someone who 
loses theirs. Love heals.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Today is an 8 — Enjoy a practical 
domestic phase. Family matters 
have your attention. Support 
everyone to adapt with a new 
situation. Share something 
delicious. Relax together. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 7 — Communication 
solves a puzzle. Connect with 
your networks and discover 
solutions. Heed constructive 
criticism while making your own 
decisions. Not everyone agrees. 
Listen and learn.

HOROSCOPES If November 17th
is Your Birthday...

Domestic joys delight your next year. Put your heart, efforts and artistry into 
home and family. Autumn changes redirect your partnership, before a winter 
cash flow surge. Love fills your heart next spring, provoking valuable personal 
insights next summer. Household harmony inspires greatness.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

Help WantedHelp Wanted
T/TH AFTERNOON NANNY WANTED Covid-vaccinated sitter with reliable                          

transportation wanted for adorable 2yo and 3yo. Tuesdays/Thursdays 1-5:30 for school pickup 
and childcare beginning 11/30. $15/hour. Call/text Carli-Anne at (301)514-8334 if interested.

PRESCHOOL CLASSROOM SHADOW Helper needed for speech-delayedaffectionate,             
energetic toddler during Tu/Th preschool (8a-12p). January start. Preschool next to UNC 

campus.   Email jlhogan815@gmail.com.

POOL MANAGER AND TEAM LEADER Stoneridge/Sedgefield Swim & Racquet Club (SSSRC) 
is seeking a self-motivated, enthusiastic individual to manage swimming pool operations of  
privately owned, non-profit, 170 family pool. Hours varying by season (10 – 15 hrs/wk from 

April – mid May; 20 - 30 hrs/wk from mid-May to mid-September), including some weekends/
holidays. Responsibilities hire/manage/train lifeguards Programming and maintenance . 

Qualifications 18 years old One season of related experience Lifeguard Certificate, Red Cross 
certificate in CPR for the Professional Rescuer, and be a Certified Pool and Spa Operator (or 

willingness to receive); Experience in recreation administration, pool management, personnel 
management. $15.00-$20.00 hourly Please send cover letter, resume, and three references to 

manager.sssrc@gmail.com.Open until filled.

TUTORS NEEDED! Class Half Full tutors work in Chapel Hill/Carrboro only.  Car 
needed. Looking for UNC undergrad students or grad students. Flexible hours!                                                                     

Contact karenkent@classhalffull.com

Advertise here! 
Students get free classifieds. 
dailytarheel.com/classifieds
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Child Care WantedChild Care Wanted
LIVE IN NANNY NEEDED - DURHAM Close knit, loving and organized family in Durham, NC seeking a 
reliable and motivated nanny.  Accommodations provided if needed. You would have your own bedroom 
and bathroom and Kitchenette areas.    

Hours: 

6:15am- 9:15am - Giving kids breakfast, packing lunches and helping kids leave for school.  Once the 
kids leave, you would clean up kitchen, tidy up and organize all their areas.  

2:30pm - 6:30pm - Pick up kids from school, give them snacks, take them to sports and bring them back.  
Need references and a good driving record.  Please message me. (919) 444-1597   

 

         

Help WantedHelp Wanted
HOUSE MANAGER- Fastidious, punctual, neat, well-organized, industrious, fun, and creative person 
needed to help mother of four keep life on track for a family in Chapel Hill. Must have own car, excellent 
references, and a strong work ethic. Duties to include meal planning, cooking, errands, organizing, and 
whatever else needs to be done. Approximately 4 hours/day, 5 days/week. Start ASAP. Well compensated. 
Please send email introducing yourself, resume, and contact information for two references to 
housemanager2021@gmail.com                                                                                                                                  

PART TIME RECEPTIONIST 15-20 hrs wk. Cheery, team oriented people person needed.  Computer, 
cleaning, phone, people skills needed. Organized, motivated person.  Send resume to urbanfringesalon@
gmail.com

CASHIER AND LINE COOKS WANTED- Seeking nights & weekend help for front & back of house. Starting 
pay is $10/hour plus tips. Please email erika@armadillogrill.com for details.

LANDSCAPING YARDWORK NEEDED Moving a lot of soil, by shoveling & wheelbarrow.  Resettling & 
mulch cover.  Other stuff avail.  Looking for students, not landscaping company. Text 919-605-4023 (Luke)

MONARCH- COMMUNITY SPECIALIST Monarch is hiring Community Specialists! Are you interested in a 
$12 hourly rate to assist empowering individuals with IDD? Visit www.MonarchNC.org/careers and apply 
directly: R2893. 

RESIDENTIAL FRONT DESK- Assists residents in a variety of ways, follows standards, policies, and 
procedures. Experience in excellent customer service, and effective communication skills required.       
140westassistant@ewclubs.com

EARN $500+ WORKING 10 HRS/WK Local financial company needs motivated student comfortable 
making calls to set appointments. Great opportunity to learn the business AND earn great money. Please 
call 919-622-3202 for more details.  

                    Deadlines
Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication

Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days
prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252 DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarketplace

Across
1 Analyze grammatically
6 Comic Silverman
11 Atlanta-to-Miami dir.
14 At full speed
15 Actress De La Garza
16 “Buffy” airer after The WB
17 Breakfast dish that sounds 

spoiled?
19 Part of LGBTQ
20 Ashtabula’s lake
21 Fruity drinks
22 Master, in Swahili
24 Earthquakes
26 Cold one at a bar
27 Snack cake brand named for a 

four-year-old
33 Split up
36 Aired again
37 Immigrants’ subj.
38 Gunk
39 Helen who sang “I Am Woman”
40 In good health
41 Post-apartheid ruling party: 

Abbr.
42 With “en,” hot, in sports slang
43 Spoils, with “on”
44 Two-level bus
47 __ center: exact middle
48 Unaffiliated film studios

52 Artist’s flat hat
54 Poker Flat chronicler Harte
57 __-dieu: kneeler
58 Antipollution org.
59 Postpone an article’s essential 

points ... and a hint to 17-, 27- and 
44-Across

62 Ready-fire link
63 Correct, as text
64 Like Olympic pools
65 __ Victor: record label
66 Broad valleys
67 Mike who voiced Shrek

Down
1 Treasure map word
2 Love, in Rome
3 Pie cuts, geometrically
4 Lateral skid
5 Big picture?: Abbr.
6 Anti-DWI gp.
7 On the safer side, at sea
8 Cleaning cloths
9 Oscar winner Lee
10 Washed-up star
11 Sucrose-rich root veggie
12 Bridge
13 Irish New Ager
18 Steinbeck’s “__ of Eden”
23 World Wide __
25 Sch. near Harvard
26 Time for cake with candles, 

informally
28 Cornered on a limb
29 Flowerpot spot
30 MD meeting an ambulance
31 “Cast Away” setting
32 Building additions
33 “Good grief!”
34 It’s forbidden
35 Semifictional film genre
39 Felt bad about
40 2006 film about crosswords
42 Open-bodied truck
43 Animal house
45 Buzzing flier
46 Friends and neighbors
49 “Flashdance...What a Feeling” 

singer Cara
50 Down-yielding duck
51 Plants-to-be
52 Den denizen
53 “Beowulf,” e.g.
54 Belgian composer Jacques
55 Hall of Famer Sandberg
56 Approx. takeoff hours
60 Actress Thurman
61 “Slippery” tree

© 2015 The Mepham Group.  
All rights reserved.

The LA Times
Crossword Puzzle

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 7 — Creative or romantic 
expression could seem restricted. 
Slow to manage an unexpected 
twist. Keep practicing your game. 
Communication leads to solutions. 
Connect and share.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is a 7 — Domestic dreams 
may not match the reality. You can 
see what’s missing. Come up with a 
plan to address a structural repair or 
upgrade.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is a 7 — A creative barrier 
redirects your attention. Monitor the 
situation for developments. Patiently 
communicate, especially with 
changes. Connect, coordinate and 
share the news.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is a 7 — Budget and estimate 
the funds necessary. Keep plans 
practical and focus on short-term 
needs to adapt to recent changes. 
Consider options and opportunities.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is a 7 — Take extra care of 
yourself. You are unique, magnificent 
and beloved. You’re also going 
through a personal metamorphosis 
or transformation. Prepare to stretch 
new wings.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is a 6 — Notice dreams, 
visions and intuitive hunches. 
Consider and revise plans for a 
shift in conditions. Avoid travel or 
expense and keep a low profile.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is a 7 — Revise a team 
strategy to adapt to an evolving 
situation. Shifting conditions require 
an appropriate response. Support 
others to consider circumstances 
from another view.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is a 7 — Focus on 
professional priorities. An industrial 
or market shift requires adaptation. 
One door closes while another 
opens. Consider opportunities and 
options. Monitor the pulse.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today is a 6 — Travel may entice 
yet conditions are still evolving. 
Educational pursuits reward your 
investigative efforts. Anticipate 
changes. Adapt and shift your view 
for new discoveries.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is an 8 — Manage joint 
resources around a financial change. 
Read and research measurements 
and statistics. Review the situation 
and adapt plans. Collaborate for 
shared gain.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Today is an 8 — Support your 
partner and be supported around 
a twist in plans. Guard patience 
around a change in status quo. New 
circumstances require adaptation.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 7 — Maintain routines 
and practices to prioritize health 
and safety. Slow around sharp 
corners. Patience pays off with 
high dividends. Guard energy and 
recharge.

HOROSCOPES If January 27th
is Your Birthday...

 You’re growing stronger this year. Match your passion with consistent practice 
for valuable skills. New social interaction this winter develops team support 
for summer changes, leading to a beautiful, creative romantic collaboration. 
Share, connect and celebrate with your wider circle next winter. Savor your 
accomplishments.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(C)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes



Opinion
Misinformation harms future of Greene Tract

EDITORIAL

Nowhere has the battle of local 
green space been more contentious 
than deciding the future of the Greene 
Tract. The conversation over the land 
— just off Rogers Road — is being 
deterred by misinformation, improper 
framing and lack of dialogue. 

Last week, the Orange County, 
Chapel Hill and Carrboro governments 
held listening sessions to hear 
community concerns. Town staff 
gave an overview of the property — 
including its extensive political and 
environmental history and future plans. 

T he y  opened the  f loor  to 
community  members  to  ask 
questions and share their comments 
— sentiments largely revolved around 
the preservation of the Greene Tract.

While there is nothing inherently 
wrong with a desire for green space 
in our community, the issue of the 
Greene Tract is not simply about 
parks and trails, it’s about a historically 
marginalized community in Rogers-
Eubanks being continually silenced. 

There is a rhetoric that the Town 
is ripping up trees for the sake of 
rampant development in Chapel Hill. 
It’s been pushed by community groups 
and recently elected Town Council 
member Adam Searing. 

Earlier this month, Searing 
published an op-ed in the News and 
Observer arguing that green spaces 

should be preserved and proximity to 
parks should be increased.

“We are rock bottom in our 
region in percent of town land used 
for parks, percent of low-income 
residents near a park, and percent 
of our total population within a 
10-minute walk of a park,” he wrote. 

The problem with Searing’s 
argument is that it is based on data 
from the Trust for Public Land, a 
organization that uses crowdsourced 
data to show that Chapel Hill ranks 
last among its  peers for parkland use. 

The organization uses Open Street 
Map, a digital map database that 
relies on volunteered geographic 
information. While this information 
is useful for many things, it is not 
reliable for drawing conclusions about 
land use. The use of this data in Chapel 
Hill paints an incomplete picture of 
how much park and recreational space 
there actually is in town. 

For example, TPL’s map of Chapel 
Hill does not consider Mason Farm 
or Merritt’s Pasture as a park in 
Chapel Hill— despite them being 
preserved green spaces with walking 
trails and greenways. Other green 
spaces like portions of the Carolina 
North Forest, Battle Park and the 
Botanical Gardens are also not 
considered in TPL’s analysis. 

It’s clear the data presented is 
incomplete and Chapel Hill is actually 
quite full of green space.

The history of the Greene Tract 

goes back to 1984 — when the land 
was first jointly purchased by the 
Town of Chapel Hill, the Town of 
Carrboro and Orange County. All 
that time, the people of the Rogers-
Eubanks community, where the 
Greene Tract is located, have been 
repeatedly betrayed and ignored.   

All the more reason why it is 
incredibly disheartening to see this 
message of Chapel Hill being last 
among its peers in park space be 
spread like wildfire. This point was 
mentioned nearly a dozen times 

during the meetings last weekend. It 
is just one of the ways louder voices 
have pushed conversations about the 
Greene Tract in the wrong direction. 

The people  of  the Rogers-
E u b a n k s  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  a 
historically Black community, 
have been shut out from this 
conversation, and we are letting 
them down again by pushing false 
narratives. They are the voices that 
need to be the most heard because 
they are directly impacted by the 
future of the Greene Tract. 

DTH/NICK PACINI
Melissa Teitelman and Stacey Markwell of Chapel Hill enjoy a walk with their 
dogs Middie and Hobbs on a trail in the Greene Tract Forest on Nov. 16, 2021.

“They allow people who already have an affinity for 
the environment and sustainability an outlet for 

them to share the things they care about.”

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Michael Piehler,
director of the UNC Institute for the Environment commenting on the Tree of the Year contest

EDITOR’S NOTE: Columns, 
cartoons and letters do not 
necessarily represent the 
opinions of The Daily Tar Heel 
or its staff.  Editorials reflect the 
opinions of The Daily Tar Heel 
editorial board, which comprises 
15 board members, the opinion 
assistant editor and editor and 
the editor-in-chief.

COLUMN

Course registration frustrating for students

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/HELEN MCGINNIS

The time to register for spring 
courses is upon us, and UNC has 
rolled out a new registration process 
for students. Changes to course 
registration sound promising 
on paper, but UNC’s failure to 
i m p l e m e n t  m e a n i n g f u l  a n d 
systematic changes to how students 
enroll in courses leaves many 
confused and without credits.

Computer science is an example of 
a major that bears these issues. 

In a message to students, the 
department recognized that many 
were unable to register for the 
courses they need to complete their 

degree requirements.
“While I can’t make any promises, 

please do know that we are trying to 
do our best to manage the resources 
we do have and, wherever possible, 
find ways to address the needs of 
students on the cusp of running 
out of time to complete the degree 
requirements for the major,” Ketan 
Mayer-Patel, an associate professor 
of computer science, wrote to the 
department’s email list.

In the email, the department also 
included a survey of unmet needs 
to account for students who were 
unable to sign up for the introductory 
computer science sequence. 

This responsibility should fall on 
the Registrar’s Office. 

majors and classes,” she said.
The new enrollment schedule was 

implemented with ease in mind, 
DiGrazia added. With registration 
season coming to an end, it is clear 
the evaluation of high-demand 
courses was not a priority. 

In order to further address these 
glaring problems with registration, 
UNC needs to focus on retaining 
faculty just as much as it works to 
allocate faculty. 

Departmental growth is not 
sustainable i f  professors  feel 
their work is made to be more 
meaningful at other institutions. 

Lastly, the University needs to 
improve ConnectCarolina — it’s 
outdated infrastructure remains 
a barrier, especially for first-year 
students who are unfamiliar with 
the process. 

Searching for courses, navigating 
course details, adding courses to 
your shopping cart and accessing 
enrollment times are all multistep 
processes that students are left to 
navigate with limited guidance. 

Registration should not be 
something students dread — the 
process must be streamlined and 
made more accessible for the 
student body.

Many students face issues as they register for classes on ConnectCarolina.
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By Caitlyn Yaede and Rajee 
Ganesan

 Opinion Editor and Senior Writer 

Last year, the computer science 
department attempted to set up an 
admissions process to alleviate the 
issues associated with a lack of faculty 
and available seats in required courses. 

Mayer-Patel said he expects 
the admissions process to be 
implemented for next fall, and he said 
the process allow individuals to enroll 
in the first course of the major, and 
then an application will be required 
— similar to the business school. 

Kevin Jeffay, who chairs the 
department, said UNC fails to pay 
attention to faculty who leave the 
school. He said 11 tenure-track 
faculty members have left the 
University in the last five years, 
with more expected to depart in 
the future. 

“Because of the lack of growth at 
UNC, and the fact that at virtually 
all peer institutions (computer 
science) has grown or is growing 
dramatically, faculty leave for 
greener pastures.”  

A lack of faculty leads to the 
limited availability of courses and 
seats, not only in computer science, 
but also in other departments across 
the University. 

This has not gone unnoticed by 
students as they fill their enrollment 
shopping carts.

Assistant Provost and University 
Registrar Lauren DiGrazia said the 
Registrar’s Office recognizes this issue.

“The campus, especially the 
College of Arts and Sciences, 
is continuing to look into the 
availability of high demand courses 
and how to address the need for 
additional seats in very popular 
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The pure 
pedestrian’s 

playlist

OFFICE DJ

Not to offend any of the driving 
fanatics out there, but I believe the 
two-leg express is undefeated. 

My introduction to being a pure 
pedestrian came in the summer of 
2015, when I was trying to build up 
the leg strength to dunk a basketball 
for the first time. To help me reach 
my goal, I was gifted a pair of 
“strength shoes” — footwear with an 
elevated toe design that more closely 
resembled a Seinfeld joke. 

Each day that summer, I walked 
through the Michigan heat — yes, it 
actually gets warm there during that 
time of year — and felt my calves 
tighten up in flames. I was known as 
“the kid with the funny shoes,” even 
though I still had no idea if they were 
getting me closer to throwing it down. 

Although my walks through the 
neighborhood helped me add a new 
skill to my arsenal — and believe me, 
six years later, the dunk package is 
still the exact same — they slowly 
became a way for me to relax.

During the early stages of the 
pandemic, when any sense of 
normalcy was put on pause, these 
excursions became more of a family 
affair, as my mom, siblings and I 
would walk and talk about anything 
that came across our minds. 

Over the last year, I have been 
reminded of what made the hobby 
so enjoyable for me in the first place. 
The physical activity is rewarding, but 
the mental pause is just as satisfying.

While sometimes I walk in 
silence, the playlist I listen to most 
frequently is the same one I created 
when I was first getting started. Titled 
‘HAF’, it stands for exactly what a 
cringeworthy, wannabe-edgy 15-year-
old would classify as “hype” music. 

When I was a teenager making 
my way through adolescence, the 
featured tracks were exclusively rap. 
As I’ve aged, I’ve begun to increasingly 
laugh at my old ignorance. My guilty 
pleasure, I must admit, is that ‘80s 
hits simply don’t miss. 

The next time you see me strolling 
down Franklin Street, Bolin Creek 
Trail or anywhere else my heart 
desires, feel free to tap my shoulder 
and place a bet on what genre of 
music I’m listening to. 

My guess is that you’ll have an 
equal chance of predicting a coin flip. 

Although it is only a fraction of 
the master list that was created 
over six years ago, here’s a snippet 
that can introduce you to the 
world of pure pedestrianism — one 
timeless classic or Pooh Shiesty 
banger at a time.

Hunter Nelson 
is the assistant 
sports editor. 
sports@
dailytarheel.com
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In memory: UNC Parents’ Facebook group In-house STD 
testing was 

long awaited

EDITORIAL COLUMN

The University’s Campus Health’s 
STI testing services have long been 
a bane for students, especially for 
those learning about sex, STIs and 
how health insurance works. 

Thankfully, services will be faster 
— and potentially more private — 
after Campus Health purchased new 
lab equipment that will allow them 
to conduct on-site testing. 

The lab will be able to test for the 
full range of common STIs/STDs in 
addition to rapid flu testing, COVID-
19 testing and some other respiratory 
infections, according to an email 
from UNC Media Relations.

Currently, Campus Health uses 
a third-party laboratory service, 
Labcorp, to process the majority of 
its testing kits. While students have 
the option of billing this service 
more surreptitiously to their student 
account, many students will naturally 
bill it to their insurance instead. 

Labcorp’s services are not covered 
by your copay to Campus Health, and 
instead they will send you — or your 
parents — a bill listing every single 
STI test they ran on your behalf. 

For students with parents who obey 
federal statutes and respect privacy, 
this is not an issue: all the bills will be 
addressed to the patient in question. 
However, for the likely majority of 
students who list their parent’s address 
on their insurance, this can cause some 
serious problems at home.

This problem isn’t unique to 
Labcorp; your insurance company 
may also list the tests run when it sends 
a claim summary. However, many 
insurance companies, like BlueCross 
BlueShield of North Carolina, will 
simply note it as lab work and put a 
numerical code to discreetly identify 
which tests were conducted.

T he  i ssue  extends  be yond 
a w k w a r d  T h a n k s g i v i n g 
conversations. When students are 
scared to use their health insurance, 
they don’t get tested as often as they 
should, with potentially dire public 
health consequences.

Thankfully,  this third-party 
confusion will not be an issue for 
most come the spring semester 
when  Campus  Heal th  hopes 
its new lab equipment will be 
operational. Naturally, the new 
lab equipment will not be able to 
test everything under the sun, but 
it will be fairly comprehensive. 

Some specialized testing will still 
have to be conducted through third-
party services like Labcorp, which is 
inevitable. This also doesn’t mean that 
STI testing will necessarily become 
cheaper; Campus Health will still bill 
insurance providers with the option 
of billing directly to a student account 
instead. However, it will allow Campus 
Health to better control how bills are 
sent and what they say.

This new lab equipment is a big 
step forward for Campus Health’s 
investment in addressing STIs and 
sex education on campus, but it 
still should go further. The Student 
Health Action Coalition, which 
is run by students from several of 
UNC’s professional schools, offers 
free HIV and STI testing at their 
weekly clinic in Carrboro. 

If students can set up a free clinic 
to provide testing to community 
members, then UNC should be 
able to provide free testing to these 
students. Free testing would sidestep 
all of the privacy and billing issues 
created by the current use of third 
parties like Labcorp. 

Infections like STIs are a public 
health issue, and we need health 
services to be easily accessible in 
order for people to actually use them. 
Campus Health is getting easier to 
access, but it still needs work.
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Blood donations are political for queer people

PHOTO COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE.
Ruby Ramirez sanitizes before drawing blood from Jerry Esparza during the blood drive in El Paso on Jan. 22, 2021.

The national blood shortage is 
growing more severe by the day. In 
March of 2020, when COVID-19 forced 
blood drive cancellations, there were 
86,000 fewer donations nationwide. 

UNC is hosting its 23rd annual 
Holiday Blood Drive next month, in 
partnership with the Red Cross, and 
students are encouraged to show up 
and donate to combat this public 
health emergency, but one glaring 
guideline continues to be a barrier to 
donations: gay and bisexual men face 
limits on their ability to donate.

The FDA does not allow men 
who have sex with men (MSM) to 
donate blood within three months 
of intercourse. This policy is a shift 
from a lifetime ban on MSM’s blood 
donations, which turned into a 
12-month deferral in 2015 to cope 
with blood shortages. The policy 
extends beyond blood to other bodily 
fluids and soft tissue donation, like 
sperm or corneas.

The supply shortages worsened by 
the pandemic led the Red Cross to 
reduce this prerequisite to a three-
month deferral. For many gay and 
bisexual men, a three-month deferral 
still results in ineligibility.

These policies have their origins 
in the HIV/AIDS epidemic of the 
1980s, where MSM were thought to 
have a higher incidence of HIV. It’s 
worth noting that this arena of health 
policy was developing at a time when 
HIV was not well understood, and 
the ability to treat it or test for it in 
donations was nonexistent.

Today, all donations are tested 
for blood-borne diseases with high 
accuracy. Instead of science, prejudice 
drove policy.

Gay and bisexual men, although 
facing higher rates of HIV infection 
than their lesbian or heterosexual 
counterparts, are not the only groups 
who are deemed high-risk. In fact, 
anyone’s risk for HIV or STD infection 
is highly variable and depends on 
individual behaviors.

U n d e r  F D A  r e g u l a t i o n s , 
however, gay men engaging in 

protected sex or in monogamous 
relationships – low-risk behaviors 
– are barred while heterosexual 
donors who may engage in unsafe 
sex or other risky behaviors are not.

These policies do not treat groups 
of similar infection risk equally, 
reflecting not only lapses in health 
policy but also the prejudices of the 
time in which they were made.

Health is inherently political and 
does not always evolve logically. 
MSM’s participation in blood 
drives is vital to solving the blood 

shortage in the U.S. and producing 
more equitable health policy 
outcomes. Instead, anti-LGBTQ+ 
sentiments make us wary of entire 
demographics rather than the 
behaviors that logically produce 
poor public health outcomes.

Those who are eligible should 
consider donating blood on Dec. 8 at 
Fetzer Hall, from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Whether you’re eligible or not, 
everyone should advocate for the 
rights of gay and bisexual men in the 
public health arena.

EDITORIAL

Editors note: This article is satire.

The UNC-CH Parents Helping 
Parents (Unaffiliated) Facebook 
group was made up of 4,800 
concerned Tar Heel moms, full 
of critiques and comments about 
everything from their child’s wake-up 
routine to the inner workings of the 
UNC Board of Governors. 

The group was recently deleted, but 
after months of closely studying it, we 
found numerous posts so significant 
it would be a detriment to the UNC 
community not to share them.

“Parents — I was warned that 
UNC’s registration process had its 
fair share of problems, but no one 

told me my child had to put his armor 
on and go into war!! It is ridiculous 
that I have to pay so much money for 
my child to receive a well-rounded 
education, only for him to not even 
get these necessary classes. ROFL!”

-Sally Mander

This well-intended mom probably 
thinks ROFL means Reign Of 
Furious Ladies — but for now, this 
one has me ROFL: Rethinking (the 
necessity) Of Familial Love.

“If your child is feeling lonely, 
my plug is for Oldman Catholic 
Center. My daughters have already 

established several high-quality 
friendships there!”

-Sheila Martin

They have plugs operating out 
of Catholic centers these days? Who 
knew!

“UNC needs to start acting like the 
elite university that they are. The pre-
med track is nearly impossible — not 
to mention the amount of glassware 
my kids need for CHEM101. My kids 
have already been ‘weeded out’ with 
the acceptance process — why must 

they endure it again!”
-Helen Highwater

I don’t know much about pre-med 
... but it sounds like these “weeded 
out” students would establish some 
very high-quality friendships at 
Oldman Catholic Center! 

-Debra Richardson

“Hi, all! I’m Dorothy Morris, an 
environmental sustainability expert 
from Ohio with a lovely daughter 

named Gracie who is just beginning 
her UNC journey! Everything has 
been smooth sailing so far, but I’m 
worried she won’t feel comfortable 
with campus transportation as she 
is very careful about her carbon 
footprint. Like mother like daughter! 

Anyway, does anyone know where 
I can rent a Uhaul for her move-in? 
We’re going to need several!”

-Dorothy Morris

“Hey, mom’s out there! Remember 
to Fall Back and move your clocks 

back one hour…. but make sure your 
precious children aren’t Falling Back 
on their studies!”

-May K. Fist

“Are school administrators seeing 
the frustration on this page? 

This seems like a universal 
problem, if enough of us moms 
complain eventually something must 
be done! ”

-Charlotte Hampton

Yes, sorry Charlotte. Chancellor 
Guskiewicz forgot that he scheduled 
his Board of Governors meeting at 
the same time as his “Check Mom’s 
Facebook Group” appointment, do 
you mind if he pushes it back until 
Tuesday?

“Anyone else’s student not get their 
game ticket email for tomorrow?How 
are kids supposed to plan out 
Saturday activities like attending 
worship groups or reading books in 
the quad if they don’t know?”

 6:40 PM
“Disregard - LOL- he just forgot to 

text me that he got it.”

6:42 PM
“Emergency! My daughter ordered 

her Halloween costume the other day, 
and it looks like it’s missing fabric in 
many important places! Must be a 
defect...she says she’s been looking for 
a seamstress, but can’t seem to find 
any in Chapel Hill! Any suggestions?”

-Eileen Dover

If you have concerns, please reach 
out to the admin of the Parents Helping 
Parents(unaffiliated) Facebook group. 
As some of the most persistently 
involved participants in campus 
operations — who raised nothing but 
the best and brightest children — they 

By Nick Hatcher
Editorial Board Member
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Tar Heels suffer historic loss to Gamecocks

For 45 seasons, UNC women’s 
soccer head coach Anson Dorrance has 
led his squads to excellence, making 
the name “Tar Heels” synonymous 
with the heights of collegiate success 
to the tune of 22 national titles.

But the last of those titles came in 
2009. And this season, for the first 
time in program history, the Tar Heels 
missed out on the ACC Tournament. 
Despite this, UNC moved on to the 
NCAA Tournament as the No. 2 seed, 
where the team was given a first-
round date with South Carolina — the 
other “Carolina.”

In another down season for the Tar 
Heels, only one question remained: 
Which “Carolina” would prevail?

That question was answered Saturday 
at Dorrance Field when the Tar Heels 
suffered a 1-0 defeat to the Gamecocks 
— North Carolina’s first-ever loss in the 
first round of the NCAA Tournament 

after 39 consecutive victories. 
It also represented the team’s first 

loss at Dorrance Field in the NCAA 
Tournament since 2014 when they 
also lost to South Carolina, 1-0, in 
the third round.

“Obviously in that first-round 
game, we’ve been pretty consistently 
successful, and this is the first time we 
haven’t been,” Dorrance said. “I think 
that’s a credit to our history, a credit to 
our consistency and that hasn’t changed 
anything about our ambitions.”

Losing the game was historic, 
but the way the Tar Heels lost was 
not. Including this game, UNC was 
shut out four times during the 2021 
season, despite outshooting the 
opposition in all four games.

The Tar Heels outshot the 
Gamecocks 11-9. However, South 
Carolina goalkeeper Heather Hinz 
was forced to make a save on three 
of these shots, which did not require 
much of an effort by the goalkeeper. 
For example, with just under 20 
minutes left in the game, sophomore 
midfielder Talia Dellaperuta was the 
recipient of a pass in the box, but her 
soft shot slowly made its way into the 
hands of Hinz. Two UNC shots that 

Hinz didn’t save went off the goal 
post, including one in the first half 
by senior forward Rachel Jones.

“It’s obviously pretty frustrating,” 
sophomore forward Avery Patterson 
said. “The amount of opportunities 
we had off the crosses and the corner 
kicks, it just adds on to how frustrating 
it is. We’ve kind of had a wall in front of 
the goal for our entire season that we 
haven’t been able to break through.”

The inability to put the ball in the 
back of the net eventually caught up 
to North Carolina with less than 10 
minutes left in the second half. The 
Gamecocks penetrated the UNC 
defense, which had allowed just 0.67 
goals per game throughout the season.

“I ’m not  real ly  sure (what 
happened),” junior defender Maycee 
Bell said. “I know they crossed it and 
it was just a good finish.”

Patterson was guarding graduate 
forward Luciana Zullo, the South 
Carolina midfielder who scored, and 
was in disbelief after watching Zullo 
get the shot off.

“I thought I had her covered, and I 
thought I had the near post covered, 
but she tried shooting through me, 
and it worked,” Patterson said. “I’m 

still kind of in shock for how she 
scored that goal.”

M i s s i n g  o u t  o n  t h e  A C C 
Tournament despite being the No. 7 
team in the country and losing in the 
first round of the NCAA Tournament 
is not at all how North Carolina 
thought its season was going to end.

But Dorrance is already looking 
forward to the season next year, 
and he is excited about the potential 
of this young but talented North 
Carolina team.

“We’re going to be a very tough 
team to beat next year,” he said.
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Senior Rachel Jones (10) kicks the ball in the first round of the NCAA 
tournament against South Carolina on Nov. 13 at Dorrance Field. UNC lost 

For the first time, UNC 
lost in the first round of 
the NCAA Tournament
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FEATURE

First-year powers volleyball to best season since 2016

Volleyball revolves around each 
team completing the three-step process 
and burying the ball into the opponent’s 
floor. For UNC’s first-year outside hitter 

Mabrey Shaffmaster, dominating each 
phase comes naturally, despite her age. 

Add in a wicked serve that has 
resulted in a team-high 26 service aces 
to her versatile skill set around the net, 
and the North Carolina volleyball team 
should have something to write home 
about for years to come.

The first-year from New Castle, 
Indiana, has earned two ACC Freshman 
of the Week honors this season and 
plays with a noticeable drive to win 
every single point. Whether digging, 
passing or spiking, Shaffmaster relies 
on the playing experience she’s gained 
since her infancy.

“I started playing volleyball at the 
YMCA when I was four,” Shaffmaster 
said. “My parents put me and my 
sisters in every sport. I have three 
older sisters, and the two oldest were 
13 and 11 when I was born, so I got 
to grow up in a gym and be around 
them when they had games. I kept at 
it because of my sisters and how they 
played for so long.”

Her third sister, Melani, who is just 
13 months older than Mabrey, plays at 
the University of Minnesota, and the 
two combined forces for New Castle 
High School for three years and won 
three straight state championships.

“I loved playing with my sister,” 
Shaffmaster said. “When she left, I 
was very, very sad because she built 
the culture of our high school team, 
but that made it easier to have one 

last season to myself. Not having her 
there helped me figure out my own 
game and how to adapt to certain 
situations without having my older 
sister there to bail me out.”

Shaffmaster’s recruitment to UNC 
first started after her first year at 
New Castle when she reached out 
to head coach Joe Sagula. The top-
ranked player in Indiana in the class 
of 2021 wanted a college experience 
that encompassed more than just 
volleyball, and she’s found that so 
far in Chapel Hill. 

“I was looking for a school to go to 
that wasn’t just volleyball all the time,” 
Shaffmaster said. “I really wanted to 
love the coaches, love the campus, love 
the team because I knew I was going 
to be here for the next four years, so 
I’d better like it. I have never been on 
a team that’s this fun.” 

She narrowed her choices down to 
North Carolina and Duke, and from 
the moment Sagula first watched 
Shaffmaster play, he knew she would 
bring a special skill set to the Tar Heels.

“What’s most important to me is 
that she competes in the total part 

of the game,” Sagula said. “She can 
block well, play good defense, she 
passes. She just knows the game and 
is a good all-around volleyball player 
with a very high volleyball IQ.”

Graduate outside hitter Nia 
Robinson first met Shaffmaster while 
playing with one of her older sisters 
and always referred to Mabrey as 
“Baby Shaffmaster.”

“I played with her older sister, so 
obviously she was around a lot and was 
always known as the baby,” Robinson 
said. “Volleyball-wise, we played the 
same position, and our club did a 
lot of group things where we trained 
together, so I always worked with her.”  

Robinson remembers one day in 
club practice when they spoke their 
current situation into existence, 
which has led to UNC’s current 18-7 
record, the team’s best since 2016.

“I remember one day telling her 
to come play with me in college, 
granted that was while I was at 
Northwestern, and it’s kind of funny 
how things work out because now 
we’re here together.”
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First-year outside hitter Mabrey Shaffmaster (9) celebrates with her 
teammate at the game against Notre Dame on Nov 5. UNC lost in three sets.
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ANALYSIS

Breaking down Hubert Davis’ first recruiting class

In a season that will be highlighted 
with many “firsts” for the North 
Carolina men’s basketball team, head 
coach Hubert Davis officially inked in 
his first recruiting class last Wednesday.

With a 0.9655 rating, according 
to 247Sports, the Tar Heels bring 
in the ninth-best recruiting class in 
the country and the second-highest 
in the conference. Newcomers to 
the program could provide instant 
impacts early on, as uncertainty 
surrounds UNC’s roster next season.

Seth Trimble

Seth Trimble comes in as UNC’s 
highest-ranked commit in the class of 
2022, ranked 33rd overall, according 
to the 247Sports composite ranking. 

Trimble, the younger brother of 
former UNC player J.P. Tokoto, 
is a 6-foot-3 point guard from 
Menomonee Falls, Wis. 

The four-star guard is an elite 
scorer, with Trimble’s driving skills 
being his most effective way of 
putting up points. 

Jalen Washington

W h e n  J a l e n  Wa s h i n g t o n 
committed to UNC on July 9, he was 
a 247 five-star prospect. Since then, 
Washington’s ranking has dropped to 
4-star status, largely due to a knee 
injury that will keep him sidelined 
for his senior season in high school.

Despite his drop in ranking, the 
6-foot-9 center from Indiana is a 
player who could have the most 
effective impact as a first-year.

Washington is the model big for 
Davis’ system in his early tenure as 
head coach. With the ability to score 
from all parts of the floor, Washington 
is a true, three-level scorer.

In addition to his offensive skill set, 
Washington’s long wingspan, which 

stretches over seven feet, allows him to 
be an elite rim protector and rebounder. 

Tyler Nickel

The final commit to the 2022 
recruiting class came when Tyler Nickel, 
a four-star small forward from Elkton, 
Va., committed to UNC in September.

At 6 feet, 8 inches tall, Nickel 
utilizes his stature to release his 
sharp, three-point shooting stroke 
over smaller defenders. Nickel 
is a pure scorer, lighting up an 
AAU game with 41 points back in 
November 2020.

His weaknesses largely come on the 
defensive side, where he can struggle 
at times with smaller and quicker wing 
players. Nickel will likely be used as 
more of a tall wing player rather than 
a stretch forward.  

Will Shaver

The first commit of the Hubert 
Davis era was center Will Shaver from 
Birmingham, Ala. Shaver comes in at 6 
feet, 9 inches and 245 pounds, and he 

has been praised for his ability to stretch 
the floor for his size. He’s another player 
that fits Davis’ plans for UNC’s offensive 
scheme moving forward.

Shaver plans on enrolling early in 
mid-January allowing the three-star 

recruit to get early access to collegiate 
competition through practice. Shaver 
will redshirt upon his arrival to 
Chapel Hill.

The new head coach has 
the ninth-best 2021-22 

class in the country
By Evan Rogers

Staff Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com
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UNC men’s basketball head coach Hubert Davis speaks to media at the 2021 
ACC Men’s Basketball Tipoff in Charlotte on Oct. 12.
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