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The journey of a COVID-19 test at UNC

DTH GRAPHIC/MATTHEW MEYERS
With many UNC students being tested for COVID-19, there is some confusion as to the process of reporting the results.

By Kaitlyn Boeckel
Staff Writer

Students both on and off campus 
are being tested for COVID-19 after 
clusters were identified in 13 residence 
halls since UNC’s reopening. 

But after the test is administered, 
where does it go? 

UNC Media Relations said in a 
statement that tests performed at 
Campus Health Services are sent 
to LabCorp, a clinical laboratory 
company that runs various tests, 
including screening for COVID-19. 
The tests are reported back within 
24 to 36 hours.

As for tests administered off 
campus, the route is less clear. 

“Students who receive positive 
test results from an outside testing 
location are asked to let Campus 
Health know as soon as possible 
so contact tracing can be initiated,” 

Media Relations said. “Otherwise, 
Campus Health must rely on the 
timeliness of the outside testing 
location to report results to the 
Orange County Health Department.”

Orange County Community 
Relations Director Todd McGee said 
in a statement that test results are 
not typically reported directly to the 
county. The tests are sent to the N.C. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, McGee said. 

T h e  N C D H H S  C O V I D -1 9 
Dashboard clarifies that the testing 
turnaround time varies. 

According to the dashboard, 
factors that impact the turnaround 
time are how and when the specimen 
is transported to a laboratory, when 
the laboratory has a result and the 
time between when a laboratory 
determines a result and the laboratory 
electronically reported to NCDHHS. 

The dashboard indicates that the 
fourth stage is reliant on the health care 
provider reporting back to the patient.

Last Thursday, the Orange County 

COVID-19 tests travel through 
many steps before they’re 

officially reported.

SEE COVID TEST, PAGE 2

Local groups assist refugees amid pandemic

DTH/MARIS AVA CRUZ
Flicka Bateman, director, and Eh Moo, administrative assistant, pose for a 
portrait with a refugee family outside of the Carrboro Refugee Support Center. 

By Alexandra Myers
Staff Writer

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
altered the lives of many families in 
Orange County, and the local refugee 
community is no exception. 

The uncertainty of the times 
is putting more stress on already 
difficult lives, said Flicka Bateman, 
director of the Refugee Support 
Center. The center is a volunteer-
based organization in Carrboro that 
helps refugees transition to a new life 
by providing services and resources. 

“At the beginning of the pandemic, 
when no one could go anywhere, they 

were cut off from the community that 
gave them so much support,” she said. 
They worry about how they’re going 
to feed their kids and pay their rent.”

The Refugee Support Center serves 
approximately 900 refugees,  out of 
1200 in Orange County, who primarily 
come from Burma, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo and Syria. 
Bateman said many refugees work 
in industries that have lost business 
and laid off employees, such as hotels, 
restaurants and housekeeping. 

Because of the debilitating effects 
of the pandemic, Bateman said the 
Refugee Support Center has been 
assisting families with rent and 
medical bill and distributing grocery 
store cards, food and diapers.

Virtually, the center offers weekly 
tutoring sessions for English as a 
Second Language and citizenship 

advisers via video call platforms. 
Bateman said the Refugee Support 
Center also helps refugees apply for 
citizenship and green cards, as well 
as unemployment benefits and jobs. 

She said the center has seen a 
surge of citizenship applications 
because of a steep fee increase 
for applications from the United 
States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services. Starting in October, the fee 
will increase from $640 to $1,160. 
Bateman said most refugees were 
able to get a fee waiver in the past, 
but that will no longer happen. 

Bateman said donating money 
to the Refugee Support Center, or 
simply welcoming the refugees and 
advocating on their behalf, could 
make a huge difference. 

OCS Zoombombing 
ignites digital safety concerns

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/MORGAN PIROZZI 
As the frequency of virtual meetings increase, many participants are having 
to grapple with ‘Zoombombers’ who intend to disrupt online events.

By Niharika Vattikonda
Senior Writer

With the new remote learning 
system, students and families in 
local school districts have faced 
the challenges of connecting with 
teachers and peers virtually. 

On the first day of school, an 
additional challenge emerged: 
cybersecurity for students in a world 
where everything is virtual.

Cedar Ridge High School experienced 
a Zoombombing incident on Aug. 17. 
In an email sent to parents, principal 
Carlos Ramirez wrote that “highly 
inappropriate language and images 
were shared but quickly removed by 
the teachers” on the first day of school.

NCEdCloud, the district’s remote 
learning system, was down that day, 
said Melany Stowe, a spokesperson for 
Orange County Schools. As a result, 

School officials grapple with 
cybersecurity issues in a 

virtual environment.

SEE REFUGEE ASSISTANCE, PAGE 6

Organizations offer support 
to displaced communities 
struggling economically.

she said teachers had to adapt to the 
change and send Zoom links directly 
to students, who then could share those 
links with people outside of the class.

D u r i n g  t h e  C e d a r  R i d g e 
Zoombombing, the disruptors yelled 
obscenities and the N-word and posted 
inappropriate images to a shared 

discussion board before the teacher 
removed those users from the call, 
Ramirez said. School administrators 
have not been able to find the 
perpetrators, he said.

Zoombombing incidents are not 

SEE ZOOMBOMBING, PAGE 6

Off-campus students 
struggle with reliable 

access to internet
By Heidi Pérez-Moreno

Staff Writer

Seven hours went by until 
Manivannan Senthil’s internet came 
back on.

The senior computer science 
major was busy updating his online 
portfolio and searching through 
potential software engineering jobs. 
But — at least once a day — Senthil’s 
internet will crash for several hours. 

It’s been a recurring theme for the 
last week at his three-bedroom house 
off Stinson Street, which he shares 
with two other roommates who also 
study at UNC. 

He is one of several off-campus 
students at UNC who are struggling 
with internet connectivity issues 
this fall. Since the pandemic caused 
undergraduate classes to go online, 
access to internet is essential. 

“School is just going full steam 
ahead,” Senthil said. “It just feels weird 

doing school like this.”
Jeff Sural, director of the North 

Carolina Broadband Infrastructure 
Office, said although Chapel Hill 
is considered to provide stronger 
internet access compared to the 
rest of North Carolina, the influx of 
college students and residents using 
the internet in quarantine can result in 
slower internet connections for those 
in the area.

“If we equate it to (water) pipes right, 
you may have a certain size pipe into 
the apartment complex that’s trying 
to feed everyone,” Sural said. “When 
everyone turns on their spicket all at 
once, it can’t handle all the demand.”

Fighting slow Wi-Fi

Last week, Emma Cohn’s French 
class was interrupted by a familiar 
notification — the Wi-Fi icon on 

SEE INTERNET, PAGE 2
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CORRECTIONS
 
The Daily Tar Heel reports 

any inaccurate information 
published as soon as the 

error is discovered.

 Contact Editorial Managing 
Editor Brandon Standley  at: 

managing.editor@dailytarheel.com 
with issues about this policy.

 
Editorial corrections will be 

printed on this page. Errors 
committed on the Opinion 
Page have corrections 
printed on that page. 
Corrections also are noted 
in the online versions of our 

stories.

DTH/KIARA ALVARADO
Chapel Hill Public Library is closed to the public due to COVID-19 and 
only operates using a drive-through pick-up and drop-off system.

By Graham Hill
Staff Writer

The Chapel Hill Public Library, 
like many institutions, has found 
itself adapting to a new normal as 
the COVID-19 pandemic continues. 

The library has transitioned 
to allowing patrons to check out 
materials through its ‘park and pick 
up’ program. Here’s how it works:

• Patrons can place items on 
hold online. They  then can 
call the library and schedule 
a time to pick them up.

• Books can be dropped off 
anytime.

• Upon return, materials are 
sanitized and quarantined for 
24 hours to prevent contagion, 
said the library’s Assistant 
Director Meeghan Rosen.

Some regulars like Chapel Hill 
resident Dane Schuckman miss 
being able to physically be in the 
building, something Schuckman said 
he enjoyed doing with his young son. 

“Just being surrounded by all 

those books and other materials is 
like a big, warm, smart brain hug,” 
he said. “And now, when we can’t 
go into the building, the online 
resources and social media activities 
provide enrichment.”

Rosen said one new mobile library 
initiative to provide these services is its 
bookmobile program, currently being 
piloted at Tar Heel Mobile Home Park.

The library acquired the vehicle 
several years ago through the state 
library system and set it up at events 
in the Chapel Hill area. Now, she said 
the vehicle is bringing the library to 
communities that may not be able to 
engage with the library in person.  

Rachel Wood is a UNC student and 
library experiences assistant working 
on the project. 

“It’s been great to be able to 
interact with people face to face since 
I think we all feel so isolated during 
COVID,” she said.

Rosen said the library’s priority 
during this time is providing 
resources to residents. 

“We’ve taken an intentional 

approach to redesigning those core 
services that people look to us to 
provide,” she said. “(We’re) looking 
hard at how we can provide access 
to technology for people, in support 

of at-home schooling and adults 
working from home.”

@GrahamHill3110
city@dailytarheel.com

Bookmobile pilots through public library

By Clay Morris
Staff Writer

UNC’s chapter of the National 
Association of Hispanic Journalists 
held its first general body meeting 
Thursday, Sept. 3 via Zoom. 

After months of planning since 
June by co-founders juniors Julian 
Berger and Angelica Edwards, 
attendees and the organization’s 
leaders described the meeting as a 
“community-building” moment. 

Berger said the meeting was 
primarily a social event intended 
to familiarize members with one 
another, and provide an introduction 
to the organization’s larger plans. 

 “Community is one of the most 
important things to have first, and I 
feel that’s one of the things that all 
of UNC’s Latinx organizations strive 
for and that’s one of the things we 
wanted to establish with (Thursday’s) 
meeting,” Berger said. 

The meeting’s 30 attendees played 

an introduction game in breakout 
rooms where they answered questions 
about their favorite Latinx food, music 
and television shows and films. 

The group played a few rounds of 
lotería, which Berger described as a 
Latinx version of bingo.

K e v i n  G o m e z - G o n z a l e z , 
a  sophomore at  UNC and a 
UNC NAHJ member, said he 
appreciated the organization’s larger 
commitment to connecting Hispanic 
and Latinx journalists. 

Gomez-Gonzalez said before 
coming to UNC, he didn’t have many 
Latinx mentors in his academic life. 
He said seeing the opportunity to 
connect with Latinx professors and 
peers is what encouraged him to 
become a member of UNC NAHJ. 

Carolina Association of Black 
Journalists co-president Samaria 
Parker and social media chairperson 
Ruth  Samuel ,  both  seniors , 
presented UNC NAHJ co-founders 
with the gift of a mug that reads 

“support Latinx journalists” to show 
their backing of the organization. 

“We’re really looking forward to 
being able to collaborate with UNC 
NAHJ to diversify the school as a 
whole,” Parker said. “It was really great 
being able to see all of their hard work 
and planning come together.” 

Connection and allyship between 
Black and Latinx journalists is 
critical to Parker because she said she 
feels that many journalists of color 
experience a silencing of their voices 
within the journalism industry. 

Berger said CABJ’s gift to himself 
and Edwards, UNC NAHJ’s other 
co-founder, was a strong showing of 
support to him.

“It really made us feel like people 
have our backs,” he said.  

Laura Brache, a 2017 Hussman 
School of Media and Journalism 
graduate and a Report for America 
Corps member in Charlotte, attended 
UNC NAHJ’s inaugural meeting 
and pledged to sponsor 10 students’ 

memberships to UNC NAHJ.
Brache said her decision to 

sponsor 10 memberships stems 
from wishing that a UNC NAHJ 
chapter had existed when she was a 
Hussman student. 

“This is something that I talked 
about with my colleagues and 
classmates when were in the J school,” 
Brache said. 

Brache and two other Hussman 
graduates began Carolina Ahora, 
the Spanish counterpart to Carolina 
Now, Hussman’s social media news 
show. But she said they never got 
around to establishing an NAHJ 
chapter, which was “the next step.” 

The overall goal of UNC NAHJ 
is to amplify and strengthen the 
future of Latinx and Hispanic voices 
in journalism, Berger said, and the 
success of the organization’s first 
meeting indicates to him that the 
group is on the right track. 

university@dailytarheel.com

her MacBook Air started to 
blink, signaling that her connection 
was giving out.

Cohn said for the last month, the 
slow internet connection has caused 
her Zoom classes to lag at least 10 
to 15 times per class for around 30 
seconds at a time, making it difficult 
for her to participate in class. 

“I can absolutely foresee a way 
that not having strong internet 
connection will just be a total 
impediment to participating in 
class,” Cohn said. “That’s possible 
in this situation, when you have to 
have it to be able to participate in 
the world and also school.”

Technicians from Spectrum — 
her internet provider — have made 
two visits to her duplex on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard to fix 
the problem, which Cohn says has 
made the issue worse. 

“Even if it’s not stopping me from 

doing my homework, it’s making it 
more frustrating,” Cohn said. 

More than 7.8 million individuals in 
North Carolina use Spectrum, one of 
the top internet providers in the state. 

A  s p o k e s p e r s o n  f r o m  t h e 
company said any issues among 
res idents  are  l ike ly  i so lated 
incidents because there have not 
been any large-scale outages in 
Chapel Hill. 

Some complexes in the area have 
upgraded their internet capabilities 
over the last few weeks to meet 
the increased demand for internet 
among residents, like Chapel Ridge, 
a student housing complex off 
Northfield Drive. The complex sent 
an email to its residents on Aug. 21 
saying the building would upgrade 
its internet service. 

“We know that with online 
classes access to the internet is 
crucial,” the email read. Chapel 
Ridge did not respond to a request 
for comment. 

Shannon Hodges, a senior living 

INTERNET 
FROM PAGE 1
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Weeks after students were asked to leave on-campus housing and attend 
classes remotely, many students are struggling with internet accessibility.

at Chapel Ridge, said the upgrade 
has improved the way she focuses in 
her classes.

During her first two weeks of 
living there, she said the internet 
would lag at least two to three 
times per class, all of which are 

synchronous this semester. 

university@dailytarheel.com

Health Department announced a 
cluster at Cobb Residence Hall, then 
later retracted it as a “typo.”

Mc G e e  s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  a 
misunderstanding announcement of 
this cluster on Aug. 27.

“The information we had received 
didn’t match what the University had 
released,” McGee said. “So when we 
noticed the discrepancy, we deferred 
to the University and removed Cobb 
from our list.” 

The University announced the 
cluster hours later. 

“The information is typically a 

day behind because the data for the 
daily update is submitted earlier in 
the day so that the dashboard can be 
updated by close of business,” UNC 
Media Relations said.

The positivity rate for campus 
testing for the week of Aug. 24 was 
41.3 percent as of Sep. 3, according 
to the COVID-19 dashboard. 

This was up about 9 percent from 
the prior week, which currently reads 
as a 32.2 percent positivity rate. 

As for the students who test 
positive off campus, they are 
required to self-report positive 
results to Campus Health. 

“CVS didn’t ask if I was a student 
or anything, so I don’t think they 

would have been able to associate 
the testing with UNC anyway,” said 
Neil Mehta, a graduate student at the 
Kenan-Flagler Business School who 
was tested at an off-campus site. 

Mehta said he was never in 
contact with the school. He said 
though he tested negative, a positive 
result off campus could easily avoid 
being reported. 

“ Fa i l u r e  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h 
t h i s  g u i d e l i n e  m a y  r e s u l t 
in administrative action, including, 
but not limited to, restriction 
on access to or use of University 
facilities, removal from University 
housing, dis-enrollment from one or 
more in-person courses, transition to 

remote-only instruction and/or other 
interventions necessary to effect 
compliance and protect the well-
being of the campus community,” 
the Carolina Together website states.

UNC’s COVID-19 dashboard going 
forward will only reflect results of tests 
performed at Campus Health and 
testing partners with UNC Hospital 
Respiratory Diagnostic Center, 
according to a Tuesday email. 

Students should continue to self-
report positive test results to Campus 
Health. That data will continue to 
be included in the total case count 
section of the COVID-19 dashboard.

university@dailytarheel.com

COVID TEST
FROM PAGE 1

NAHJ builds community at inaugural meeting

DTH ONLINE:  For more 
information about finding 
solutions, go to dailytarheel.com.
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Faculty Athletics Committee talks budget, precautions

DTH FILE/SEMANUR KARAYAKA
 UNC Gymnastics Head Coach Derek Galvin speaks with the team after a 
meet against University of Pittsburgh on Jan. 25, 2020 in Carmichael Arena.

By Madi Kirkman 
Staff Writer

To honor the impact and legacy 
former UNC Gymnastics coach 
Derek Galvin and his wife Debra had, 
a scholarship has been endowed to the 

program in their name.
The scholarship is part of the 

FORevHER Tar Heels initiative 
t h a t  p r o v i d e s  r e s o u r c e s  f o r 
female UNC athletes, including a 
mentorship program and various 
other scholarships.

Lily Dean, a senior gymnast, was 
the first recipient of the Derek and 
Debra Galvin Scholarship, which is 
funded by team members’ families 
and alumni. Interim gymnastics head 
coach Marie Denick called Dean to 
inform her she was a recipient.

“That was such an honor because 
Derek has been such a huge part of my 
life,” Dean said. “When I found out it’s 
awarded to someone that encaptures 
the values of Derek, I was even 
more thrilled because he is such an 
amazing man and has done so much 
for Carolina Gymnastics. To be part of 
something that honors Derek has been 
such an unreal opportunity.” 

Dean said Galvin pushed her 
not only to be a better person, but 
also a better gymnast. She said he 
taught her values she can take with 
her in her life and career, including 
gratitude and the importance of 
being present in the moment.

“I think he’s done a really good 
job of educating through triumphs, 
through hard times in gymnastics 
and showing how they correlate in 
your real life,” Dean said. “It gives 
you a sense of confidence because 

you know you’ll be able to handle 
that stuff when you do graduate 
from Carolina.”

“Carolina was just a very special 
place for me and my family, and I 
think the enthusiasm and energy that I 
had not only for coaching gymnastics, 
but also for doing that at Carolina 
hopefully created more excitement 
for the student-athletes,” Galvin said.

The former coach became aware 
of the scholarship on a surprise Zoom 
call with alumni, who wanted to do 
something for him and his wife that 
would connect them to UNC for 
the rest of their lives. The annual 
dinner, held by the Rams Club to 
honor scholarship donors and allow 
recipients to meet the donors, will be 
one way they stay connected. 

The former UNC coach’s wife 
has also been involved in UNC 
Gymnastics alongside her husband, 
and has formed relationships with 
the team.

“What I really feel in my heart 
and what I appreciate so much about 
the scholarship is the fact that both 
my wife and I’s names are attached 
to it. The alums were gracious in 

including both of us, and I think that 
represents a true sense of family,” 
Galvin said.

Denick coached with Galvin for 
three years and was able to see his 
influence up close.

“It’s almost hard not to see him 
impacting gymnasts in some sort 
of way or impacting the Carolina 
community,” Denick said. “He’s been 
here forever. You can’t really think 
of Carolina Gymnastics without 
thinking of Derek Galvin. He’s been 
the backbone of Carolina Gymnastics 
for so long that he has individually 
impacted every single woman that has 
come through Carolina Gymnastics.”

Denick said she is grateful for 
the extensive support from alumni, 
family of alumni and the whole 
UNC community that made the 
scholarship possible.

“They were able to do this so quickly 
and endow this scholarship so fast. 
We appreciate all the donors and 
our alumni and we can’t wait to see 
everyone fill Carmichael Arena once 
we can get to that point,” Denick said.

sports@dailytarheel.com

DTH FILE/ANGELINA KATSANIS
UNC junior soccer forward Rachel Jones speaks about the importance of voting 
at the UNC College Athletes #MarchOnMyCampus protest on Aug. 29, 2020.

By Lindsey Ware
Staff Writer

D e s p i t e  t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y 
concerning many details of their 
upcoming sports seasons, UNC 
athletes are still finding a way 
to make their mark. This fall, 
an athlete-led voter initiative is 
working toward 100 percent voter 
registration among eligible athletes 
on UNC’s 28 varsity sports teams. 

The project — led by college 
athletes and Department of Athletics 
staff members — is organizing a 
voter registration drive, as many 
of these athletes prepare to vote in 
a nationwide election for the first 
time. The athlete voter project’s goal 
is meant to allow UNC’s athletes to 
uphold the University’s commitment 
to “educate, engage and empower.”

Following nationwide protests for 
racial justice in recent months, the 
Student-Athlete Advisory Council 
decided on a “really strong voter 
push,” Council President and UNC 
women’s soccer player Rachel Jones 

told The Daily Tar Heel. 
Brandon Tubby, a senior on the 

track and field and cross country 
teams, echoed Jones’ sentiment. 

“The athletic department was 
really empowering athletes on every 
team to take a leadership role and 
getting them to vote,” Tubby said. 
“There’s been a lot of enthusiasm and 
great follow-through.” 

The efforts by the athletic 
department staff are not unmatched 
by players working on the initiative. 
Currently, both the men’s and 
women’s basketball teams have 
100 percent of their eligible players 
registered to vote, and women’s 
soccer and track and field are headed 
in that direction. 

“We take our civic duties very 
seriously — we’re a politically 
involved team,” Tubby said about the 
track team. 

This success is also due in part 
to support from coaches, who have 
been helping to hand out voter 
registration forms and attended the 
recent Black Lives Matter protest 

with their teams on Aug. 29. 
Jenn Townsend, associate director 

for the academic support program 
and the project’s main organizer, said 
she is hopeful the initiative will help 
college athletes realize that they’re 
citizens and that their voice matters.

“These are students who have 
been impacted a lot by the current 
environment and want to use their 
voice, and voting is a way to do that,” 
Townsend said.  

Jones said she shares these same 
hopes, and that she wants the project 
to set a standard for UNC Athletics 
with voting.

Election Day is Nov. 3,  and some 
UNC athletes noted the importance 
of turning out to vote. Jones said she 
wants young adults to show up on 
Election Day and encourage others 
in their community to do the same. 

“I don’t think it’s going to be the 
easiest election to vote in,” Jones 
said. “I hope that these people 
become life-long voters.” 

Townsend highl ighted the 
importance of students being aware 

of voting deadlines and having both 
a plan and back-up plan for voting. 
She said she hopes that through this 
project, they will realize voting is cool.

“It’s such a special right and a gift 

and we have to use this opportunity,” 
Tubby said. “It’s like crossing the 
finish line for the political process.”

sports@dailytarheel.com

Dean named first recipient of Galvin Scholarship

UNC athletes create voter registration inititive

DTH/MALAK DRIDI
The Faculty Athletics Committee met on Thursday, Sept. 3 to discuss how COVID-19 is affecting athletics and athletes.

By Malak Dridi
Staff Writer

The Faculty Athletics Committee 
met Thursday to review the current 
issues facing UNC athletes and 
athletics staff: COVID-19 precautions, 
revenue loss and pay cuts.

The committee took time to address 
the COVID-19 precautions that are 
being taken by teams this fall season. 

“As it relates to protocol with away 
travel, we’re testing everyone that’s 
playing three times a week,” Director 
of Athletics Bubba Cunningham said.

Cunningham said all conference 
schools  have  agreed  on  the 
same testing protocols ,  with 
nonconference schools also required 
to abide by these protocols.

“On Fridays, both teams are going 
to get tested at the venue they’re 
going to play at,” Cunningham said 
in reference to the football team’s 
third round of testing before playing. 
“Results are guaranteed to be back 
by 9 o’clock the next morning, 
and assuming we don’t have any 
positives, they can all participate.” 

Cunningham said this procedure 
will happen at 13 different locations 
throughout the season, and that 
there are new attestation forms 
that both teams are required to sign 
prior to gameplay, stating that they 
have followed the medical protocols 
previously agreed upon.

Faculty Athletics Representative 

Lissa Broome said the NCAA Division 
1 fall championship has been moved to 
the spring semester, but the details are 
not yet settled. Broome said the NCAA 
has also granted fall sports athletes an 
additional season of eligibility. 

“ These student athletes,  i f 
returning for another year, can 
receive athletic aid, and it will be 
exempt from the financial aid limits 
for each sport,” Broome said.

Dwight Hollier, senior associate 
athletic director for college athlete 
health, well-being and program 
outreach, described the measures 
athletic departments took to better 
protect and support their athletes.

“We have been in communication 
with our coaches,” Hollier said. 
“We are taking extra efforts to 
reach out to student athletes and 
communicating with coaches about 
signs and symptoms to pay attention 
to and when to make a referral.”

The committee acknowledged the 
difficulties it will be facing this next 
fiscal year. 

“Without fans in the stands, it could 
be very significant this year, anywhere 
from mid-20s to 50 million dollar 
hits, depending on whether we play, 
whether we get television revenue 
and what basketball revenue looks 
like,” Cunningham said. “It’s too early 
to really tell what that number is.” 

Cunningham said the athletic 
department has maintained contact 
with the University’s budget office. He 

said any debt accumulated this year 
will have to be paid back and that the 
department will have to be modified 
in the fiscal year 2022 and beyond.

With these cuts to athletics revenue, 
the department has to find new ways 
to stay afloat this coming year. 

“The decision we had to make for 
this fiscal year is that any staff member 

that makes over $200,000 will get a 
20 percent reduction in their salary,” 
Cunningham said. “Staff members 
that make $100,000 to $200,000 
will get a 10 percent reduction in their 
salary. Any staff member that makes 
less than $100,000 annually will have 
three weeks of furlough.”

Cunningham said the unpaid 

furlough requires that staff take their 
leave between Oct. 1 and June 30. 
He said employees cannot use their 
vacation pay, but are able to file for 
unemployment and will maintain 
health care benefits. He said this could 
save an estimated $3 million.

university@dailytarheel.com
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Students’ opinions differ on new pass/fail policy

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/YATES MCCONNELL
With the transition to remote learning, students were given the option of a pass, a “low pass”, and a fail for fall classes.

By Raymond Pang
Staff Writer

UNC announced the expansion 
of an emergency pass/fail grading 
policy for undergraduate courses on 
Aug. 27. Now, students must decide 
whether or not to use this option. 

“I feel like there should be a limit 
to how many classes they can pass/
fail, but it’s a good option to have if 
it is done in moderation,” first-year 
nursing major Eli Mayfield said. 

Mayfield said he thinks pass/fail is 
a good option for general education 
courses, but he wouldn’t use it for 
classes required for his major. 

Other students disagree about the 
necessity of a pass/fail option, while 
some have concerns about its new 
“low pass” distinction. Some students 
are eager to pass/fail their classes, 
while others are worried about how 
choosing this option could affect their 
postgraduate opportunities. 

Taking the pass/fail route

Addison Powers, a business 
administration major, said he is 
leaning toward not using the pass/
fail option this semester. But he said 
he likes having it just in case.

“The only worry I have though, is 
how will making any of my classes 
pass/fail affect my application into 
the Kenan-Flagler Business School?” 
Powers asked. “As a freshman, I want 
to build a solid GPA, so we’ll see what 
I decide to do in November.”

‘Ghost town’: Life on 
an empty campus

By Natalie Johnson
Staff Writer

As UNC made the switch to 
remote learning, student occupancy 
on campus fell from 91.2 percent 
to 12.9 percent. And those who 
decided to remain on campus have 
adapted to a new way of life during 
the pandemic. 

For Jessica Uba, a sophomore 
philosophy major, it is the community 
aspect of UNC that is missing. 

“You’re reminded of this daily,” 
Uba said. “I’m constantly reminded 
of this every time I pass by the heart 
of our campus — the Pit. What 
used to be the most spontaneous 
and energetic place on campus 
suddenly feels like the most somber 
place to walk by these days.” 

Uba said she needs to get out of 
her room during the week for her 
mental health.

“I decided that I needed to get out 
of my room a few times a week,” Uba 
said. “I leave my room at 7:30 in the 
morning and go to the Student Union, 

and then I watch all of my lectures and 
participate in class and study.” 

Yessica Cardozo Dominguez, a 
first-year music major, said she has 
not had time to explore UNC before, 
but can now learn more about places 
on campus. 

“I have been going on the U-bus 
and exploring Franklin Street and 
the botanical gardens,” Cardozo 
Dominguez said. “I did not know 
Franklin Street that well, so it has been 
nice to learn more about the area.” 

Cardozo Dominguez said she 
spends time outside for various 
activities, including studying. 

“I like to play tennis with one 
of my friends on campus for fun,” 
Cardozo Dominguez said. “We play 
on the courts near Hojo.” 

While Cardozo Dominguez has 
taken time to experience campus 
and be outside, she said she hopes 
students can be together and healthy 
once COVID-19 is no longer an issue.

“Being on campus is one of the 
most beautiful experiences for me 
as a first-generation student, but it’s 

DTH/NOUR ZARROUK
Students enjoy the outdoors while being socially distant on the Polk Place quad on Sunday, Sept. 6, 2020.

Hampton Simms, a junior 
majoring in economics, said his work 
and motivation were affected by the 
availability of the pass/fail option in 
the spring. 

“I feel like compared to the 
spring semester, the University 
doesn’t need the pass/fail option 
as much as they needed it then, 
and the University needs to uphold 
academic standards,” Simms said.

Some students believe the benefits 
of the pass/fail option outweigh any 

potential issues that might arise with 
its usage. Vanessa Mesmer, a junior 
majoring in biology and neuroscience, 
said she was excited about having the 
option to pass/fail her classes because 
of the unpredictability of 2020. 

Mesmer said she thinks the pass/
fail option is needed for fall 2020, 
with many students living at home. 

“A lot of people have different 
circumstances at home and it’s 
harder to study and work at home 
whereas on-campus, I can just go to 

the library,” Mesmer said. “And I’m 
sure others have even more troubling 
home lives than me, so they’ll benefit 
from it even more.”

The low pass

The pass/fail option includes a low 
pass qualification as well. According to 
the Office of the University Registrar, 
letter grades of A to C will be labeled 
as pass, while letter grades of C- and D 
will be labeled as low pass, if students 

wish to use this option. 
Low pass courses can be counted 

toward semester hours, but cannot 
be used for prerequisite classes that 
require a minimum grade of C or for 
graduation requirements. 

Mayfield said the low pass option 
gives additional information about 
how hard a student worked in the class, 
which makes the system more fair.

Jewell Caputa, a first-year, said she 
is concerned that the optionality of the 
new grading system might put some 
students at a disadvantage.

“I think it’ll look bad compared 
to someone who took a letter grade,” 
Caputa said. “This sucks because 
the pass/fail is supposed to serve 
as a cushion for those who have 
unstable home environments such 
as poor internet connection, loud 
households and stuff of that nature.”

Michelle Brown, assistant provost 
and director of the Academic 
Support Program for Student-
Athletes, spoke about the low pass 
option during Thursday’s Faculty 
Athletics Committee meeting.

Brown said having a low pass on a 
student’s transcript is not ideal, since 
students don’t tend to take a pass if 
they’re getting an A or B in a class. 
Brown said this conversation should 
continue as the semester continues.

“The low pass may not help some 
students,” Brown said.

University desk reporter Malak 
Dridi contributed reporting. 

university@dailytarheel.com

UNC APPLES gets alternative plans for alternative breaks
By Emma Nipp

Staff Writer

Campus organizations like APPLES, 
a student-led service organization, are 
adapting this semester’s projects to 
allow for virtual participation. This 
year, the Carolina Center for Public 
Service encourages APPLES to employ 
virtual service opportunities.

CCPS will not be sponsoring any 
in-person group activities for the 
duration of the semester, and all 
APPLES meetings and service events 
will be conducted virtually. 

CCPS does, however, encourage 
any student participating in an 
individual service project to adhere 
to local social distancing guidelines 
to ensure that they work to meet the 
needs of the individual community.

This semester, APPLES will 
o f f e r  v i r t u a l  p r o g r a m m i n g , 
including training courses and 
movie nights, to help students gain 
a strong foundation in hopes that 
students will be better equipped 
to offer in-person support once it 
is safe to do so, said Becca Bender, 
APPLES Senior Program Officer for 

Community Engagement Adviser. 
“Break experiences will now take 

place between Oct. 9-11 and Oct. 16-18, 
and they have different focuses than 
previous years,” Chetan Singlereddy, 
the APPLES alternative fall break 
co-chairperson  said. 

Singlereddy said COVID-19, the 
Black Lives Matter movement and the 
election are providing renewed focus 
for students’ service with APPLES.

UNC junior Juhi Modi said she is 
concerned about how effective and 
meaningful virtual service may be. 
Now that all UNC classes are virtual, 

students may face fatigue from 
sitting behind a computer all day. 

Although APPLES may look 
different this semester, APPLES 
and CCPS have no intention of 
stopping their efforts to serve local 
communities, and they encourage 
community partners to submit a 
request for remote-based support.  

“A large part of APPLES programs 
is visiting communities and engaging 
in direct service, but we also value and 
focus on education, advocacy, reflection 
and connection with peers, all of which 
can happen remotely,” Bender said.

Singlereddy also encourages 
students to look deeply into the 
needs of their home communities to 
determine where they may be able 
to provide service that meets their 
community’s individual needs. 

“Housing insecurity, food security 
and domestic abuse are two issues 
that are on the rise in communities 
across the country, and I believe that 
organizations that work in those 
scopes are a good place to start 
helping,” Singlereddy said.

university@dailytarheel.com

saddening to see how much COVID-
19 has taken from us,” she said. 
“Although I am happy to be here 
on campus, I have become anxious 
about COVID, and campus looks a 
bit lonely with all the students gone.” 

Cardozo Dominguez also said 
there are benefits to staying on 
campus this semester. 

“I really enjoy being on campus 
because I can connect with others 
more easily,” she said. “If I moved 
off campus, it would really be 
impossible for me to interact with 

other UNC students.” 
Leighton Walsh, a first-year 

business major, said he spends a lot 
of his free time exercising outside to 
keep him busy when not in class.

“I’ve gotten into cardio and 
running all the trails,” Walsh said. 
“It helps me out with how to deal 
with all of what’s going on, so it 
helps me get out there and just 
enjoy the day.” 

Walsh said living on campus can 
be lonely sometimes.

“As much as the community is 

still here, it almost feels empty at 
the same time just with how big the 
dorms are versus how many people 
have chosen to stay,” Walsh said. 

Although campus life looks 
different this semester and friends 
are more difficult to make, Walsh 
said this is something he has to 
persevere through.

“If you’re going to live in a ghost 
town, this might be one of the places 
to do it,” Walsh said.

university@dailytarheel.com

Students adjust to a 
deserted University
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During a June 8 meeting 
of the Faculty Executive 
Committee, Dr. Myron 

Cohen, director of the UNC Institute 
for Global Health and Infectious 
Diseases and associate vice chancellor 
for global health, was answering a 
question about potential off-ramps 
when he appeared to refer to UNC’s 
reopening plan as an “experiment.” 

Though he only managed to get 
out half of the word before stopping 
himself, the numerous graduate 
student workers implicitly understood 
what Cohen may have meant: students 
were to serve as the guinea pigs in the 
UNC System’s experiment to see if a 
university could prevent transmission 
of a deadly virus by taking few 
meaningful steps to prevent it. 

More importantly, the UNC 
administration staged a bevy of 
meetings over the course of the 
summer to consistently state that it 
was already prepared to shirk blame 
in the case of this experiment’s 
failure. If the experiment succeeded 
— against all odds — credit would 
go to UNC’s administration. If it 
failed, the consequences would fall 
to the students.

Even though UNC said it would 
accept cancellation requests for 
student housing “with no penalty” 
administrative fees for services that 
students are no longer able to use 
will not be refunded. 

In deploying a strategy that relied 
on coercive and misleading tactics, 
the administration thought they 
could get away with the experiment, 
whatever its consequences and 
no matter how many people were 
endangered, with the goal being to 
secure housing and tuition monies.

If parents, workers and students 

themselves had not consistently 
denounced this reopening plan from 
the start, UNC might still be lying to 
us right now about campus being 
safe. Since the start of the semester, 
we have relied on social media and 
self-reporting from students and 
workers to denounce the dangerous 
living conditions on campus. With 
the end of on-campus activity, 
the administration spin team is 
blaming student partying — not the 
reopening plan — for the almost daily 
emergence of COVID-19 clusters 
reported in the residence halls, even 
though many UNC community 
members and medical professionals 
across the country predicted months 
ago that this would happen.

UNC thought it could get away 
with serving COVID-19 positive 
students isolated in quarantine dorms 
inadequate “quarantine meals,” and 
then charging them full-rate meal 
plans for the food. UNC thought 
it could get away with deflecting 
responsibility by hiding behind lies 
that even the most casual observer of 
the situation could see through.

UNC thought it could compress a 
semester so that it could rush through 
and secure tuition and housing 
dollars quickly before students 
started getting sick, but failed at its 
own game. Long ago, those agitating 
for the campus to remain closed knew 
that the University’s tactics would 
involve lies and displaced blame for 
why schools would have to close in the 
fall, ignoring the fact that opening in 
the fall was a bad idea to begin with. 

UNC isn’t acting as if it cares 
about any of the people who work 
and study within it, or even live 
permanently in the area. It tried 
to get away with this, and it is still 
trying to escape from the blame. 

We predicted this would happen, 
and we continue to refuse to let the 
chancellor, the Board of Governors 
and anyone else who licensed this 
idea of reopening off the hook.

opinion@dailytarheel.com

In her amazing piece for the 
Washington Post, The Daily 
Tar Heel’s Arts & Culture 

Editor Ramishah Maruf finished 
with this heartbreaker: “The school’s 
response to this global pandemic has 
left me wondering: Did it ever love 
me the way I loved it?” 

I’m here to give you the answer: no.
I’ve written for some of the 

biggest newspapers and magazines 
in the country, and now my wife 
(also a UNC grad) and I make 
television in Hollywood. I say this 
not to brag about us, but to brag 
about the hundreds of Carolina 
friends that helped us get there, 
and a hundred more that populate 
the bars and houses of wherever we 
happen to be. 

My older brother would see so 
many Carolina grads doing favors for 
others that he derisively called it “the 
sky blue mafia.” Look around at every 
discipline. You can’t swing a dead cat 
without hitting one of us winning 
awards in journalism, science, sports. 
We give TED talks and testify against 
Supreme Court justices. 

My 45 best friends — even now 
that I’m 177 years old — all lived in 
Hinton James, or Lewis, or Morrison, 
Granville, Cobb, on Rosemary 
Street, Cameron, McCauley. We are 
attached by a thousand loose wires. 
But there is one thing we should 
probably tell you, though: we all 
hated the University.

In August, when the administration 
forced all students back into close 
quarters, amid blinding puffs of shed 
coronavirus, we all screamed, “for 
God’s sake, don’t do this!” 

There has always been a massive 
divide between the essential 
experience of Carolina, and the 
people who run it. I loved every 
second I was there, and hated the 
University administration every one 
of those seconds.

Always 30 years behind the 
times, they invested in apartheid-
era South Africa, and made young 
Black kids live in dorms named 
after slave owners. They botched the 
Silent Sam protests so badly that it 
took a group of ballsy students to do 
what they wouldn’t. Their COVID-
19 deathtrap is probably the worst 
thing they’ve done in 100 years, but 
it isn’t out of character. 

So do they love you? Nope. They 
don’t care. But that’s OK. 

This wretched time will end, and 
you will find yourself back in Chapel 
Hill, and its odd magic will seep into 
you, regardless of the venality that 
surrounds it. 

Because Charles Kuralt was 
wrong: It is the bell, it is the well, it 
is the dogwoods that bind us to this 
place like no other. UNC is the light 
on the hill because we keep lighting 
it. Graduates from my era called 
themselves unwatered flowers, but 
we are flowers just the same. 

We cling together even as we 
move apart. We are Dean, Roy, Mia, 
Dr. Ford, Mr. Crudup, Rasheed, 
Stuart and, hell, our couch is free if 
you need it. The University of North 
Carolina may never love you, but 
Carolina always will.

Ian Williams
UNC Class of 1990

In a statement  last week, 
the Trump administration 
confi rmed the y  do  not 

plan on joining the global effort 
to develop,  manufacture and 
distribute a coronavirus vaccine 
b e c a u s e  t h e  Wo r l d  H e a l t h 
Organization is involved. This 
follows announcements earlier 
this year that the United States 
is planning on terminating its 
diplomatic relationship with the 
WHO altogether.

The WHO is made up of 194 
member states across six regions, 
and is instrumental in directing and 
coordinating international health 
work. They partner with the United 
Nations, international organizations 
and individual research institutions 
to support health initiatives, national 
health policies and strategies. They 
are to be partially credited with 
the eradication of smallpox, the 
reduction in polio cases and leading 
the charge against outbreaks like 
Ebola and dengue. 

The WHO has been criticized 
relentlessly due to certain member 
states having disproportionate 
financial and political influences 
within the organization. Trump has 
been vocal in his belief that Chinese 
officials pressured the WHO into 
ignoring their handling of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, consequently 
misleading global figures and causing 
international economic hardship. 

Regardless, the possibility of the 
U.S. terminating its relationship with 
the WHO and refusing to partake in 
the development, manufacturing and 
distribution of a coronavirus vaccine 
will have devastating international 
effects. After losing a significant 
amount of its funding, the WHO’s 
additional health programs will be 
significantly weakened, such as the 
movement to stop the rapid spread of 
HIV or drug-resistant tuberculosis. 
Global health experts also argue that 
by refusing to work with the WHO, 
the move will also effectively kill any 
international coordination on the 
COVID-19 response, prolonging the 
pandemic even further.

The United States has long been 
a strong influence in global health, 
providing extensive health expertise 
to WHO advisory committees and the 
executive board. It’s almost certain 
that leaving the organization, or even 
sitting out of the vaccine development 
and distribution, would mean giving 
up leadership amid the COVID-19 
crisis. The move would put the health 
and safety of Americans at further risk. 

The WHO has spent years 
establishing community programs 
and spearheading health initiatives 
and programs across the globe. The 
refusal to work with the WHO and 
assist in the COVID-19 pandemic 
response is not only selfish, but 
further endangers millions of lives. 
To effectively put an end to this 
pandemic, the movement to develop 
a vaccine in the next few months 
must span internationally. 

By remaining involved in the 
process, the administration will make 
clear that the health of Americans is 
a major priority, and lead to better 
health outcomes and lower costs — 
which is the least that we should be 
asking for during a pandemic.

@rajeeganesan
opinion@dailytarheel.com
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PHOTO COURTESY OF KEITH KNIGHT
Award-winning Carrboro-based cartoonist Keith Knight smiles on the set of the Hulu original series “Woke.”

By Brian Rosenzweig
Staff Writer

An award-winning Carrboro-based 
cartoonist is having his stories brought 
to life in a Hulu original series called 
“Woke,” which premiered Wednesday. 

Keith Knight has been in the 

cartoon industry for over 20 
years, known for his works “The K 
Chronicles” and “(th)ink.” He has been 
writing comics that speak candidly 
about his experiences as a Black man 
for several years.

“I’ve been doing comics about 
police brutality for years, and racism,” 

Knight said. “And I don’t know, I guess 
the world has just finally caught up.”

“Woke,” which was pitched and 
created by Knight himself, is the 
semi-autobiographical story of a 
Black cartoonist in San Francisco 
caught between the desire to “keep it 
light” in his comics and to talk about 

his own lived experiences. Portrayed 
by Lamorne Morris, Keith’s character 
— named “Keef ” in the show — has 
a sudden, drastic shift in worldview 
after an incident of being profiled by 
San Francisco police.

Keith said that incident was 
inspired by his own life that occurred 
20 years ago, when San Francisco 
police mistakenly profiled him for 
a reported robber. In the show, this 
incident results in Morris’ character 
awakening a “third eye” that allows 
him to see the world in new ways and 
gradually prompts him to be more 
outspoken about his experiences.

Knight said Keef ’s “third eye” is 
a metaphor for trauma, speaking 
directly to the way peoples’ lives 
are affected by altercations with 
police, even those that don’t result 
in physical brutality.

Despite dealing with themes of 
police brutality, racism and trauma, the 
show was designed with a light comedic  
tone. Knight said this balance is 
important for allowing people to receive 
and accept challenging messages.

“Our first goal is to make people 
laugh, you know? Make people 
laugh, and then make people think,” 
Knight said. “Humor is the sugar 
that makes the medicine go down.”

Marshall Todd, the co-creator, 
explained the idea for the plot actually 
came when he and Keith shared their 
experiences with police. Todd said he 
once had a SWAT unit called on him in 

Los Angeles after being profiled.
“We had that in common,” Todd 

said. “So we started talking about that, 
and from those discussions, ‘Woke’ 
kinda began.”

Bridget  Todd,  a  podcaster 
and content creator who hosts 
iHeartRadio’s “There Are No Girls on 
the Internet” podcast, was a member 
of the audience for the premiere of the 
show’s first two episodes. Todd said she 
the show is relevant given the national 
reckoning with racism.

“It’s definitely really exciting to 
see that kind of nuanced struggle 
that I’ve definitely felt as a Black 
creative myself depicted on screen,” 
Todd said. “Folks will see the Black 
experience is challenging, and also 
funny and joyous. I think they will 
see that our experiences and our 
stories are really nuanced.”

“Woke” finished production just 
before the pandemic halted many 
TV shows. Since then, the killings of 
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Tony 
McDade and more have propelled 
issues of police brutality and racial 
profiling into the national spotlight. 

“If this came out 20 years before or 
20 years in the future, it would still be 
on time, you know?” Knight said. “As 
depressing as it is to say, it’s evergreen.”

The first season is available to 
stream on Hulu Wednesday.

@BrianDRosie
city@dailytarheel.com

DTH/AUSTIN WANG
The D bus and NS bus drive up S. Columbia Street on Wednesday, Sept. 2, 2020.

By Salim Fayeq
Staff Writer

U.S. Rep. David Price announced in 
early August that Chapel Hill Transit 
will receive $5.6 million as part of 
a federal grant for the purchase of 
zero-emission buses and other related 
transit network developments.

According to a press release, 
Price, who serves as chairperson of 
the Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development subcommittee, 
approved the Town’s application for 
an increase in annual funding in 
support of Chapel Hill Transit.

“Chapel Hill Transit is a national 
leader when it comes to affordable, 
dependable public transportation 
that ensures people can conveniently 
connect to jobs, health care and 
educational opportunities,” Price 
said in the press release.

The $5.6 million, allocated by the 
Federal Transit Administration, will 
generate considerable expansion 
to the bus fleet — adding 10 zero-

emission buses — helping reduce the 
transit network’s vehicle emissions.

However, Brian Litchfield, transit 
director for Chapel Hill, said over 
email the suspected timeline for these 
changes will not begin before the end 
of 2020. He said three zero-emission 
buses will be delivered in May of 2021.

“These buses will replace existing 
diesel buses, and we will test them 
throughout the system to see how 
they perform,” Litchfield said. 

He said the new buses will take 
over existing routes as part of Chapel 
Hill Transit’s coverage area.

Michael Parker, a Chapel Hill 
Town Council member, approves of 
the move because he thinks the new 
buses will help reduce the ecological 
footprint of Chapel Hill.

Parker said he believes that testing 
and exploring these vehicles within 
Chapel Hill is the beginning of a 
longer process for the transit system 
to evolve into a highly sustainable one. 

Litchfield said an additional seven 
battery-powered buses will follow the 

three buses delivered in May 2021, 
funded by the most recent federal 
grant and the Volkswagen Settlement 
Fund. North Carolina received funds 
as part of Volkswagen’s settlement after 
the company was found manipulating 
emissions tests results. 

Parker said he is hopeful for 
long-term change brought by the 
combined federal funding and 
settlement pay-out from Volkswagen. 
He said he anticipates the funds will 
help propel plans forward to fully 
electrify Chapel Hill Transit’s fleet 
over the next several years.

But he said development toward 
fully electric bus operations presents 
a couple challenges, including 
making sure the buses perform 
well, and continued funding will be 
needed to make Chapel Hill Transit’s 
fleet fully electric.

“Ten buses out of a total of 
about 90 buses that we currently 
operate isn’t in and of itself going 
to make a huge difference in the 
total emissions for our town,” he 

said. “I think that our goal is to 
get electric buses, test them, make 
sure that they work for Chapel Hill 
in a number of different ways. If 
they do, then really over a period 

of years, depending on resources, 
(we’ll) electrify our whole fleet.”
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a new phenomenon, but efforts to 
disrupt virtual gatherings have grown 
during the past several months.

In the spring, Zoom began to see 
dramatic growth in its number of 
users — from December to March, 
the total daily participants increased 
from 10 million to over 200 million.

This dramatic growth had an 
unforeseen consequence — an 
emergence of Zoombombings across 
schools, workplaces and other 
communities that have moved their 
operations online. The incidents have 
even prompted a response from the 

FBI, which has received reports of 
Zoombombings using pornography, 
hate images and threatening language.

Zoombombing incidents have 
had a serious impact on people of 
color, who have had presentations 
a n d  c o u r s e s  d i s r u p t e d  w i t h 
racist words and phrases causing 
personal harm, said Amelia Vance, 
director of youth and education 
privacy at the Future of Privacy 
Forum. Depending on individuals’ 
b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  p e r s o n a l 
experiences, she said, emotional 
trauma may be a continued effect 
of Zoombombing.

The Zoombombing at Cedar Ridge 
High School raises concerns about 

data privacy during remote learning, 
particularly if perpetrators are able to 
enter calls where personal information 
is being shared, such as in a counseling 
session or special education services 
meetings, Vance said.

Cybersecurity efforts to prevent 
Zoombombings depend on students 
keeping links to their classrooms 
private. Vance said while it would be 
difficult for individuals to find the link 
to a K-12 class on their own, they may 
find Zoom links posted by students.

Teachers at Cedar Ridge are no 
longer sending Zoom links through 
email, Ramirez said. Previously, not 
everyone was using Canvas, but he said 
the platform is now required for all 

teachers and students. The school has 
reiterated the importance of making 
sure to identify students as they join 
calls, and using a waiting room as an 
additional precaution, Ramirez said.

Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools 
has also taken steps to resolve issues 
where students are entering online 
classes they are not enrolled in, 
Jeff Nash, a district spokesperson, 
said in an email. The district has 
implemented verified meeting room 
logs, removed the ability to call in via 
telephone and encouraged parents to 
remind students about privacy, he said.

Now that the Cedar Ridge community 
is beyond the first week of school, 
Ramirez said they have established a 

remote rhythm with safety protocols 
for the online learning environment. 
He said he hopes they will not 
experience any similar events, but 
in the online learning environment, 
people with hacking abilities may still 
be able to perpetrate such incidents.

“It breaks my heart when students 
have to experience ugly and mean 
and hurtful words,” Ramirez said. 
“As educators, we do our best to 
prevent any type of event or that type 
of experience. With this new remote 
platform, it just makes us work even 
harder to protect our students from 
things like that.”

city@dailytarheel.com

Selina Máté, youth mentorship 
coordinator at World Relief Durham, 
a refugee resettlement nonprofit that 
serves the Triangle area, said the 
organization’s services have had to 
adapt due to the pandemic. 

The organization shifted to virtual 
tutoring for students and purchased 
a dozen laptops this past spring for 
students without computers.

“We’ve worked alongside the 
families, making sure that they are 

able to access unemployment benefits, 
Durham Public Schools Foundation 
food bags and just trying to help the 
whole person,” Máté said. “We’re 
making sure they’re doing okay with 
mental health and making sure they 
have access to things they formerly 
would get for free from school.”

She said World Relief Durham is also 
providing aid for students and adults 
by helping them submit applications 
and build resumes as well as virtually 
teaching driver’s education. 

Máté said because of Durham and 
Chapel Hill’s medical infrastructure, 

refugees experiencing serious health 
problems come to World Relief 
Durham for assistance. The agency 
works with these refugees to help 
them navigate the health care system 
during the pandemic. 

Resettled families have also received 
personal protection equipment and 
proper sanitation training to stay safe 
during the pandemic, she said. 

UNC Refugee Wellness, a project 
that partners with resettlement 
agencies to offer mental health services 
for refugees, is also addressing the 
difficulties of the pandemic. It offers 

personal therapy sessions and support 
groups through Zoom. 

Advaita, an intern at UNC Refugee 
Wellness who prefers to go by their 
first name, said there is already a lack 
of access for mental health services for 
refugees, and the pandemic has made 
it even more difficult. 

They said the agency’s objective 
is to help these refugees process 
emotional turmoil, anxieties and 
depression, and learn coping skills 
to help them through trauma. 

Advaita said voting, participating 
in refugee activism and being aware 

of policies that affect refugees is one 
of the biggest ways to help. 

B a t e m a n  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e 
importance of voting to help refugees, 
and said the Refugee Support Center is 
encouraging local refugees to register 
to vote  and participate in elections.  

“What’s best for America is to do 
the best that we can to support the 
new immigrants that are coming to 
this country,” Advaita said, “because 
they are the future of this country 
and this world.”

city@dailytarheel.com

ZOOM BOMBING
FROM PAGE 1

REFUGEE ASSISTANCE
FROM PAGE 1

Carrboro artist’s show premieres on Hulu

Funding brings zero-emission buses to Town
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Across
1 “The Grapes of Wrath” family name
5 Pay attention to
9 Havana houses
14 Court legend Arthur
15 On the ocean
16 Pixel pattern
17 *Feature of Santa Claus’ beard
19 Kind of wave
20 Colorful birds
22 Woodworking tool
23 Arouse
26 Enjoys now and then, with “in”
28 __ hand
29 Skater’s surface
32 Auditioner’s aim
33 Santa __: dry winds
34 Chess pieces
35 Peaks
38 Polite address
39 *Out-of-control guy
41 Primitive dwelling
42 Bothers quite a bit
44 Tiny ammo
45 Rocky Road holder
46 Italian peak
47 Holiday veggie
48 Bridle strap

49 Many map lines
52 Genre for the Village People
53 Lipstick container
54 Custard-filled pastries
58 Challenging tests
60 Roughhousing, or a hint to both 

parts of the answers to starred clues
64 Permissible
65 Roused
66 Roof overhang
67 Signed
68 Church recess
69 Sometimes seedy loaves

Down
1 Word with bone or breaker
2 __Kosh B’gosh
3 Tuna type
4 Routes that contain the letters in 

“routes”
5 Half a food fish
6 Golfer Aoki
7 Actor __ Patrick Harris
8 Took a risk
9 Op. __: footnote abbr.
10 Friendly
11 *Bobbysoxer’s footwear
12 Staring intently
13 Monica of tennis
18 Bard’s “before”
21 Cutting talk
23 Temporary stage
24 Ancient Greek region
25 *Football field director
27 Partner of raised, in bios
29 Copy
30 Cartoon frame
31 Finish no later than
36 Long, loose top
37 Courtroom staple, for short
39 Ebb
40 Corp. VP’s degree
43 Metal marble
45 Lettuce keeper
49 Grey Goose rival
50 Shroud city
51 The “u” sound in “census”
52 “__ Day”: 1993 rap hit
55 Circuit
56 Slow-moving boats
57 “Now it’s clear”
59 Normal: Abbr.
61 Put down
62 Hail, to Hadrian
63 Cry of success
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The LA Times
Crossword Puzzle

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 7 — Over 10 weeks, with 
Mars retrograde in your sign, revise 
personal goals. Complete current 
projects before getting into new ones. 
Practice patience. Make plans.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is a 6 — Lay the groundwork 
for the future. Put down roots, with 
Mars retrograde. Make plans and 
implement after Mars goes direct in 
about 10 weeks. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is an 8 — Revisions are 
necessary with group projects over 
10 weeks, with Mars retrograde. 
Follow through on what you said. 
Find ways to simplify. Tweak and 
polish.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
 Today is an 8 — Keep professional 
promises. Put finishing touches on 
projects and clear space for what’s 
next. Launch new work after Mars 
goes direct this winter.

  

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 — With Mars 
stationing retrograde until 
November, reduce risk and trouble. 
Do the homework Keep equipment 
repaired. Initiate new travels or 
studies after Mars goes direct.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is an 8 — Check the math, 
with Mars retrograde for 10 weeks. 
Review financial statements for 
errors. Monitor budgets. Build up 
your emergency fund. Breakdowns 
could cause delays.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is a 7 — Stay in 
communication. Review and reinvent 
your collaboration over the next 
10 weeks, with Mars retrograde. 
Resolve what wasn’t working. 
Postpone launches.  

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is an 8 — Stick to reliable 
routines, with Mars retrograde. 
Restore supplies and recharge. Allow 
extra time for deliveries, and repair 
equipment. Rest and nurture health 
and energy.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
 Today is an 8 — Make romantic 
plans this winter. Gentleness wins 
over aggression. Begin a fight to 
lose it, with Mars retrograde. Score 
extra points for compassion and 
helpfulness. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
 Today is a 7 — Expect traffic 
delays. Edit words already written, 
with Mars stationing retrograde for 
ten weeks. Refine and polish your 
message before launching new 
communications projects.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Today is a 7 — Prepare for a 
household project between now 
and December. Plan improvements 
in detail. Research materials and 
budget for supplies. Launch after 
Mars stations direct. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is an 8 — Review budgets and 
statements, with Mars retrograde. 
Keep accounts current. Postpone big 
purchases for after Mars goes direct 
on Nov. 13. Research for best value.

HOROSCOPES If September 9 is Your 
Birthday...Romance, family and fun highlight this year. Apply consistent actions for what 

and who you love. Expect surprises on the road. Winter brings professional 
challenges, before a phase of home and family growth. Make home 
improvements next summer to support your flowering career. Create beautiful 
connections.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(C)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes
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Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication
Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days

prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252
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Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
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Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
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Direct
Support

Professional
We are currently 

recruiting for motivated 
and enthusiastic 

individuals to work 
with residents with 

developmental disabilities 
of all ages!

A great opportunity for 
psychology and social 
work students! Various 

shifts available including 
PT and FT.

Pay up to $11/hr.
For more information click 

thru to http://jobs.rsi-nc.org.

By JaneGrace Lowther
Staff Writer

As a performing art reliant on 
the collaboration of numerous, 
unaccompanied voices, a cappella is 
one of many musical communities on 
campus forced to reconcile with social 
distancing boundaries. 

Since vocalization is accompanied 
by a heightened risk of droplet and 
aerosol viral transmission, most 
a cappella groups have opted to 
confront the challenges of a fully 
virtual format rather than risk 
in-person gatherings. Consequently, 
communication technology such as 
Zoom has become paramount to the 
safe operations of a cappella groups.

In order to mitigate the chaos 
that Zoom often creates, Gayathri 
Raghavendra, a senior at UNC and 
the president of the co-ed a cappella 
group The Tarpeggios, explained 

that rehearsals with the entire group 
are divided up into smaller breakout 
rooms by respective soprano, alto, 
tenor and bass vocal parts. 

Raghavendra said the main sessions 
are then devoted to more general 
musical goals such as blend and 
recording strategies, as well as simply 
catching up with other members.

“We are trying to discuss how we 
can blend over Zoom and record it 
in that way,” Raghavendra said. “So 
it sounds cohesive on the recording.”

In addition to overcoming 
technological limitations, the rapid 
mass exodus of students from 
Chapel Hill has made new member 
recruitment another significant hurdle 
facing a cappella organizations. 

Maggie Albert, a sophomore 
at UNC and the business and 
co-publicity manager of the all-
gender group the UNC Walk-Ons, 
said students leaving campus led to 

increased uncertainty during the 
audition process. 

“I remember the weekend that we 
were doing our callback people were 
moving, because it was that week 
that everybody got sent home, or that 
the housing stuff came out, so there 
were a few people who had to drop 
out of the audition process because 
they were just too overwhelmed,” 
Albert said. 

D e s p i t e  t h e  i n n u m e r a b l e 
struggles with rehearsing online 
a n d  c o o r d i n a t i n g  m e m b e r s 
in  widespread locat ions,  the 
enthusiasm to uphold standards 
of performance excellence and 
facilitate meaningful experiences 
for a cappella group members has 
remained untarnished.

Albert emphasized the most 
i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  v i r t u a l 
performance for the Walk-Ons 
this semester.

“I think what makes a good 
online performance is maintaining 
that energy that we did have when 
we were together, despite the fact 
that we’re now performing for 
a camera instead of a group of 
people,” Albert said. 

R a g h a v e n d r a  s a i d  o n e  o f 
the greatest challenges for the 
Targeggios this semester will be 
maintaining a social connection 
between members. She said the 
group wants to preserve its social 
aspect, rather than just being a 
series of responsibilities. 

Everette Oxrider, a junior at 
UNC and the business manager of 
the Loreleis, an all female acapella 
group, also has bittersweet feelings 
about being fully virtual. She said 
having their members remote 
from one another has made the 
community aspect of a cappella feel 
disengaged at times.

In conjunction with virtual 
performances, the presence of an 
entirely online audience has also 
precipitated the groups to adjust 
their digital content. 

“I think all of this has kind of 
put into perspective how we really 
need to funnel more energy into 
our online presence,” Oxrider said. 

For Raghavendra, Albert and 
Oxrider, a cappella goes much 
further than just singing. Although 
Zoom has served as a practical 
substitute for a cappella itself, they 
said the friendships and emotional 
connection will never quite be the 
same virtually.

“A cappella at the end of the 
day is a piece of art, or a form of 
art, that is truly strengthened by 
the people standing beside you,” 
Raghavendra said.
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Finding harmonies through Zoom
UNC a cappella groups adjust to rehearsing virtually
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You can 
register to 
vote now 
at your 
campus 
address. 
Register to vote at 
VoteAmerica.com/Students
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