
Time may change me, but I can’t trace time.
DAVID BOWIE
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2020 was supposed to be the year 
UNC stopped burning coal for good.

That’s what former chancellor 
Holden Thorp promised in 2010 
before the plan was abandoned 
four years ago. The University’s 
Cogeneration Facility still burns 
coal regularly, and nearby residents 
are used to its blinking red light and 
white smoke on the western end of 
Cameron Avenue. 

A recent lawsuit brought against 
UNC says the plant is burning too 
much coal at a time and the University 
is failing to properly monitor pollution 
control systems. The lawsuit claimed 
this could pose risks to parts of Chapel 
Hill, Carrboro and UNC’s campus. 

“When we found out that UNC was 
the last institution of higher learning 
in the state of North Carolina that still 
operates a coal-fired power plant, it 
was just very obvious that someone 
needed to pick the torch back up and 
bring the focus back (to coal use at 
the University),” said Perrin de Jong, 
North Carolina staff attorney with the 
Center for Biological Diversity, which 
filed the suit against the University 
with the Sierra Club. 

UNC has refuted the allegations. 
In a letter addressed to de Jong 
and provided by the University, 
Vice Chancellor for Finance and 
Operations Jonathan Pruitt stated 
he strongly disagreed that multiple 
violations had taken place. 

“There have been a few, isolated 
ins tances  o f  record-keeping 
discrepancies and other minor 
errors that have been reported as 
appropriate,” Pruitt wrote.

The Center for Biological Diversity 
began looking into UNC’s use of coal 
two years ago. A 2018 analysis by the 
Center found that the coal plant’s 
permit allowed it to emit four to six 
times the limits of nitrogen oxide and 
sulfur dioxide pollution permitted 
under the Clean Air Act.

“We all think of UNC-Chapel Hill 
as a leader in this state,” de Jong said. 
“... It’s very disappointing to see UNC 
lagging so far behind everyone else in 
this state and just stubbornly clinging 
to this old, 19th-century dirty fuel.”

Sophomore Gabriela Duncan works 
with the North Carolina Reinvest 

By Maeve Sheehey 
University Editor

The North Carolina Sons of 
Confederate Veterans received 
$74,999 in a settlement with the 
Board of Governors less than a week 
before the $2.5 million Silent Sam 
agreement was announced, according 
to public records released Monday. 

T h e  $ 7 4 , 9 9 9  s e t t l e m e n t 
agreement was signed on Nov. 21 and 
enumerated that the SCV’s activities 
on UNC System campuses would be 
limited, given that a consent order 
was approved. That consent order, 
which gave the SCV possession of the 

monument and a $2.5 million trust 
for its preservation, was approved on 
Nov. 27. 

The SCV agreed not to display 
Confederate flags, banners or signs at 
events on property controlled by the 
System. It also agreed to comply with 
UNC System policies and procedures 
regarding group events for five years. 

If the consent order was not 
approved, the SCV agreed that 
it would not hold events on any 
campuses for five years in exchange 
for the $74,999 payment.  

This additional settlement was 
disclosed in an editorial from five 
BOG members, published in the 
Raleigh News & Observer on Monday 
morning. The editorial was written by 
Jim Holmes, Darrell Allison, Wendy 
Murphy, Anna Nelson and Bob Rucho 
and was entitled “We created a trust 

to pay a Confederate group to take 
Silent Sam. It was the best solution.” 

“We were given the responsibility to 
resolve a deeply divisive and personal 
issue,” the editorial said. “While we 
have heard from citizens from across 
this state who have expressed their 
gratitude for our efforts of finding 
a solution to this issue, we also 
acknowledge that others strongly 
disagree with the Board’s decision to 
approve a settlement. Compromise 
was a necessity.” 

On Monday afternoon, the UNC 
System released several documents 
from public records requests about 
the SCV settlement. Among other 
things, the documents showed that 
the UNC System signed the $74,999 
settlement with the SCV before 
the agreement to give the group 
possession of Silent Sam occurred. 

T. Greg Doucette, a criminal 
defense attorney, said he thought 
the timing of the BOG editorial was 
suspect. He said the members who 
wrote the editorial likely knew the 
“document dump” later on Monday 
would disclose the Nov. 21 settlement. 

T h e  p a y m e n t  a m o u n t  o f 
$ 74 , 9 9 9  m e a n t  t h a t  N o r t h 
Carolina Attorney General Josh 
Stein was not required to review 
the settlement, as he would be for 
agreements of more than $75,000. 
Stein’s office has previously called 
the $2.5 million settlement an 
excessive amount of money.  

“Because it was under $75,000, 
that agreement was not presented 
to our office,”  Laura Brewer, 
communications director for the 
Attorney General, said in a Monday 
statement responding to the Nov. 21 

settlement. “Attorney General Stein 
continues to believe that money 
should instead be used to strengthen 
the University and support students.”

According to the public records 
released by the UNC System, 
Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz 
received a letter from interim 
UNC System President Bill Roper 
on Nov. 26 informing him of the 
$74,999 agreement and the next 
day’s meeting to settle legislation 
from the SCV. 

Roper directed Guskiewicz 
to arrange for the transfer of 
$2,574,999 in non-state funds to 
the UNC System Office, to ensure 
that funds would be available if the 
litigation was settled.
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By Sonia Rao
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On Friday, Al’s Burger Shack, a 
favorite burger joint for UNC students 
located on West Franklin Street, filed 
for bankruptcy protection. 

The restaurant, which came to 
Chapel Hill in 2013, was named one of 
the South’s best burgers by Garden & 
Gun and one of the Top Five Burgers of 
all time by Burger Truth. TripAdvisor 
also named Al’s Burger Shack the best 
burger in America in 2018.

In addition to the Franklin Street 
location, Al’s has two other branches 
also located in Chapel Hill. 

“While sales are strong at our three 
locations, we overextended during 
expansion and need protection and 
relief while we reorganize,” Al’s Burger 
Shack said in a statement over email. 

JP Cournoyer, legal counsel 
for Al’s Burger Shack, said in a 
statement that Al ’s filed for a 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy due to 
obtaining high-interest loans as 
part of expanding the business and 
opening two new locations. 

Former UNC student Meredith 
Branch expressed her disappointment 
in the business claiming bankruptcy. 

“ When you hear  the  word 
‘burger’ in Chapel Hill, there’s only 
one place that comes to mind,” she 
said. “If they were to close down, it 
would be devastating. Chapel Hill 
would be missing one of its staples.”

Cournoyer said the chances of Al’s 
closing for good are slim. 

“I feel confident in our ability to 
successfully reorganize and that Al’s 
Burger Shack will be around for years 
to come,” he said. 

Al ’s  seconded Cournoyer ’s 
statement, saying that they do not 
have plans to close in the near future. 

“As grateful as we were to 
have received accolades in recent 
years, we are even more so to have 
been afforded this opportunity to 
regroup,” the business said. “Rest 
assured we have absolutely no plans 
to stop slinging burgers and hope to 
see you at Al’s soon.”

@sonjarao
city@dailytarheel.com

Coalition, a group of students who 
advocate for the divestment of 
university endowment funds from 
fossil fuel-related investments. 

Duncan said it’s frustrating that 
UNC is still burning coal just a few 
blocks from campus.

The Cameron Avenue facility is 
located close to a number of off-
campus rental properties, many 
occupied by UNC students.

Kayla Woodley, a sophomore 
exercise and sports science major, 
was diagnosed with exercise-induced 
asthma in middle school. Her 
symptoms were always relatively 
stable, she said, until she moved to 
South Merritt Mill Road this year. 

Now, she said her symptoms 
have worsened and she’s started a 
new medication. Woodley said she 
didn’t think the worsened symptoms 
might be linked to the plant until she 
participated in an asthma study.

De Jong said he and the Center 
for Biological Diversity have been in 
touch with multiple individuals who 
have reported negative respiratory 
health while living in or after 
moving to Chapel Hill. 

“Correlation is not the same as 
causation, and it’s very difficult to 
prove causation in a situation like 

that,” de Jong said. “But I’ve received 
many anecdotes.”

The plant is also located directly 
next to Pine Knolls, a historically 
B l a c k  c o m m u n i ty  t h a t  w a s 
previously home to University-
sponsored housing for janitorial 
staff and one of Chapel Hill ’s 
segregated high schools. 

“There’s a real environmental 
justice issue here,” de Jong said,  

In a nine-page letter to de Jong 
dated Nov. 15, Vice Chancellor Pruitt 
said the operation of the cogeneration 
plant is critical to the operation of the 
University and UNC Hospitals. 

Over the last 20 years, the University 
has cut coal use in half, Pruitt wrote.

De Jong said he thought Pruitt’s 
letter suggested that University records 
exist proving that the plant is operating 
in compliance with regulations. But 
the Center for Biological Diversity 
requested those records, he said, some 
of them multiple times, and never 
received them. 

Several months ago, Elizabeth 
O’Nan invited a few people over 
to sit in her living room and talk 
about coal. That informal meeting 
became the Chapel Hill Organization 
for Clean Energy, a local chapter 
of the Blue Ridge Environmental 

Defense League. The group hosts a 
weekly demonstration in front of the 
Cameron Avenue plant on Fridays.

O’Nan said she has long been 
disillusioned with UNC’s promises 
to switch to safer and more 
sustainable sources of energy. But if 
the allegations in the lawsuit were to 
be proven true, she said, it would be 
“outrageous.” 

After UNC conceded that it would 
not reach the goal of going coal-free 
by 2020, the University shifted its 
focus to becoming greenhouse-gas 
neutral by 2050, meaning a net 
zero carbon footprint by eliminating 
carbon dioxide emissions completely 
— or by balancing emissions with 
carbon removal. But de Jong said 
2050 could be too late.

“It is completely irrelevant to the 
survival of this planet, the survival 
of this species, and the survival of 
every single species on the brink 
of extinction, whether or not UNC 
is carbon neutral in 2050 — when 
we have to completely turn the 
carbon curve upside down in the 
next handful of years to make a 
difference for the survival of the 
planet,” he said.

university@dailytarheel.com
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A lawsuit alleges the UNC Cogeneration Facility burns excessive coal and fails to monitor pollution control systems. 

Why the Sons of Confederate Veterans got paid before Silent Sam settlement

Al’s Burger 
Shack 

files for 
bankruptcy

Lawsuit says UNC coal plant may pose risks

The SCV received $74,999 in 
a settlement agreement on 

Nov. 21, 2019.

The University planned to be 
coal-free but use of coal still 

concerns the community.
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Public records show the UNC-
grad judge involved in the Silent Sam 
settlement has a deep history with 
his alma mater. Multiple powerful 
University figures, like a former 
chancellor and former football coach, 
have donated money to a political 
committee set up to keep the judge, 
R. Allen Baddour, in office.

When the consent judgement for 
the Silent Sam deal was stamped, about 
seven minutes had passed since the 
complaint by the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans received its stamp.

In total, the complaint, the system’s 
answer and the consent judgement 
make up over 70 pages of nuanced legal 
writing, not including the exhibits. 
Procedurally, the actors involved 
enacted the complaint into a $2.5 
million payout to the SCV in less than 
10 minutes — Baddour’s signature was 
the final act, making the deal official. 

He later said in court that he 
wants the SCV to return to court 
to clear up some questions, namely, 
how the organization was entitled 
to bring a lawsuit against the UNC 
system in the first place.

Guskiewicz said the funds used to 
pay the Confederate group will come 
from unrestricted revenue UNC nets 
from its investment portfolio. 

Lawyers for the UNC System, an 
outside firm and the SCV arrived at 
the deal right before Thanksgiving. 
In exchange for the money and rights 
for the statue, the SCV promised to 
keep Silent Sam out of the 14 counties 
with a UNC-System campus. 

Many faculty and student groups 
strongly oppose the settlement and 
accuse the University of lacking 
transparency in its communications. 
But UNC leaders think the solution is 
a safe, lawful way of getting Silent Sam 
off campus, and for less than half the 
price of the UNC-endorsed Silent Sam 
museum proposed a year ago. 

The UNC System’s legal defense 
to the SCV lawsuit involved system 
counsel Tom Shanahan and an 
attorney, Ripley Rand, from the law 
firm Womble Bond Dickinson — a 
multinational firm with ties to the 
Board of Governors.  

Judge R. Allen Baddour is a UNC 
undergrad and law school graduate.

The DTH found at least two 

instances where Judge Baddour 
previously ruled on cases in favor of 
UNC and then later had the decision 
reversed on appeal. 

In Frampton v. UNC, a tenured 
professor accused of trafficking 
cocaine sued UNC for violating its 
own employee pay policies after 
suspending his pay. 

In DTH Media Corp. v. Folt, The 
Daily Tar Heel sued the University 
after being denied access to public 
records regarding sexual assault 
cases on campus.

In both cases, Baddour ruled in 
favor of UNC and the decision was 
changed after appeal. 

Baddour’s brother, David, is a 
partner at Womble, splitting his 
time between private investment 
fund transactions, corporate work 
and education industry clients. 

The UNC System hired the 
Womble law firm to deal with the 
October scandal at ECU, in which 
photographs of the then-ECU 
interim chancellor drinking with 
students emerged on social media. 
Security footage from the same 
night was later released that showed 
him losing a flip-flop as he walked to 
his car, which he then drove away in.

R. Allen Baddour and David 
Baddour’s father is Richard Baddour, 
UNC’s athletic director from 1997-
2011, who served in different 
administrative roles in the University 
throughout his career at UNC.

Allen, David and Richard Baddour 
did not respond to multiple requests 
for comment from the DTH.

David Powers has been a member 
of the Board of Governors since 2011. 
He used to be a lobbyist for tobacco 
company Reynolds American, but 
worked for Womble from 2015-17. His 
LinkedIn page says he was “building 
clientele in lobbying and government 
relations” for the firm. Powers could 
not be reached for comment.

Baddour was appointed to the 
Superior Court by former Governor 
Mike Easley in 2006.

That same year,  the “Keep 
Allen Baddour Superior Court 
Judge” committee was established 
and started taking donations for 
Baddour’s future campaigns. 

Former men’s football coach John 
Bunting is listed online as having 
contributed at the time, as is UNC’s 
former general counsel, and multiple 
members of Richard Baddour’s 
staff in the athletic department, 
according to public records on the 
N.C. Board of Elections website. 

The Baddour committee also 
received money from Rams Club 

Court connections were key to Silent Sam deal

administrator John Montgomery, 
former chancellor Paul Hardin and 
Dean Smith. 

Ripley Rand — A Womble lawyer 
who served as counsel for the UNC 
System — was formerly a North 
Carolina Superior Court Judge and 
a U.S. attorney. His Womble Bond 
Dickinson biography page says 
“Ripley offers unique insights into the 
way government agencies approach 
investigations and regulatory issues.”

In 2018, Rand and Baddour gave a 
joint presentation at the UNC School 
of Law’s Festival of Legal Learning 
called “View from the Courtroom: 
Ethics and Professionalism.” 

A Womble Bond Dickenson press 
release said the session would “offer 
an interesting and amusing look at 
important rules of professionalism, 
ethics and general rules of practice, 
including interactions with the court, 
opposing counsel and witnesses.”

Rand’s father Tony is the former 
majority leader of the N.C. Senate, 
who was in office at the same time 
Baddour’s uncle, Phil, was serving as 
a state senator representing Lenoir 
and Wayne counties. Tony Rand gave 
money to the Baddour committee. 
According to people familiar with the 
situation, the Rands and Baddours 
are family friends.

The North Carolina judicial code of 
conduct says campaign contributions 

do not pose conflicts of interest on 
their own, said former Director of 
North Carolina Judicial Standards 
Commission Chris Heagarty.

“If you eliminated every judge 
who went to UNC undergrad or 
law school, you wouldn’t have 
very many judges left in North 
Carolina to hear a case,” he said.

Much of the SCV’s legal logic 
behind their claim of ownership to 
Silent Sam relies on a transfer of the 
rights from the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy — who allege 
to have assumed legal ownership 
of the statue around the time Carol 
Folt had its remnants taken away 
from McCorkle Place. In the lead-
up to the settlement announcement, 
the UDC transferred ownership of 
Silent Sam to the SCV. Some legal 
scholars are calling the transfer’s 
legitimacy into question. 

UNC law professor John Orth said 
he doesn’t understand how UNC’s 
acceptance of Silent Sam as a gift 
from the UDC constituted a binding 
contract, as the SCV lawsuit alleges.

“Was it an unconditional gift or 
was it subject to the condition that 
it be maintained permanently?” He 
said. “Those conditions on gifts to 
universities are very problematic.”

A longtime member of the N.C. SCV, 
who was granted anonymity based 
on personal safety concerns, told the 

DTH he believes the group’s leadership 
could mismanage the payout, and that 
the group’s commander, Kevin Stone, 
used his connections to orchestrate the 
Silent Sam rights transfer. 

The member said Frank Powell, 
editor of the SCV’s national magazine, 
is loyal to Stone in part because of 
Stone’s upward political trajectory 
within the group, and the member 
said he thinks Frank Powell worked 
out the UDC-SCV rights transfer with 
his wife Sara, the president of the N.C. 
United Daughters of the Confederacy.

Orth said it bothers him how UNC 
said the funds for the monument 
would come from private sources.

“In my opinion, saying it’s private 
funds is essentially meaningless,” he 
said. “Any money belonging to the 
University of North Carolina is for 
University purposes. And if they take 
it out of one pocket that just means 
they aren’t taking it out of the other.”

In the deal’s aftermath, Guskiewicz 
announced a new $5 million fund that 
will finance initiatives like the campus 
safety commission, which Guskiewicz 
put together in the Spring. 

“I will act on the challenges 
we face,” Guskiewicz said in his 
coronation statement. “I will make 
mistakes, and I will work to change 
when I do.”

enterprise@dailytarheel.com
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Staff Writer

It’s primary season once again, and 
the presidential race isn’t the only 
high-stakes election to watch this 
year. This year North Carolina voters 
will also elect a governor, Council of 
State, U.S. Senator, U.S. congressional 
representatives, judges and new 
General Assembly members.

When are the primary elections?

March 3, or “Super Tuesday.” In 
2018, Gov. Roy Cooper signed a law 
moving primary elections to March 
from May. Thirteen other states 
have scheduled primary elections 
for March 3, including Texas and 
California, the two most populous. 

How do I vote?

You can check Orange County’s 
website to find your polling place 
and sample ballot. Orange County 
also offers in-person early voting, 
which begins Feb. 13, and absentee 
voting by mail, which begins Jan. 13.

To vote absentee, voters need to 
fill out a request form and turn it 
in by Feb. 25. Orange County no 

longer accepts faxed or emailed 
forms, so voters must mail the form 
to P.O. Box 220, Hillsborough, NC 
27278 or hand deliver it to 208 S. 
Cameron Street in Hillsborough. 
All absentee ballots are due to the 
Orange County Board of Elections 
office by 5 p.m. on March 3.

You must be registered to vote in 
Orange County to participate in the 
county’s primaries. You can fill out the 
voter registration form and hand it to 
the Orange County Board of Elections 
office by 5 p.m. on Feb. 7. If you miss 
that deadline, you can also register 
during the early voting period by 
bringing valid ID and voting on the 
same day.

Do I need a voter ID?

No. On Dec. 31, a federal district 
court struck down North Carolina’s 
voter photo ID law. Attorney General 
Josh Stein said in a Jan. 2 news release 
that the North Carolina Department 
of Justice will appeal the ruling. 
However, the N.C. Department of 
Justice won’t request that it take effect 
before the election to avoid confusion.

What are the stakes?

North Carolina is a key swing 

state in the presidential election, 
and many of our statewide elections 
are competitive, especially the 
governor and U.S. senate races. 
Our congressional and senatorial 
elections will help decide which 
party controls Congress.

This year, North Carolina voters 
will choose all 13 congressional 
representatives in new voting 
districts. A state panel of judges 
struck down the 2018 maps and 
ordered new ones,  which the 
G e n e ra l  A s s e m b l y  a p p r o v e d 
in November.  The Democrats 
challenged the maps soon after, 
but the panel upheld them in 
December. Experts predict the new 
map will narrow the Republicans’ 
advantage from 10 seats to eight.

North Carolina voters will also elect 
a U.S. senator, a race POLITICO’s 
nonpartisan 2020 Election Forecast 
characterized as a “toss-up.”

Incumbent Sen. Thom Tillis R-N.C. 
faces three primary challengers: Paul 
Wright, Sharon Hudson and Larry 
Holmquist. Five Democrats are 
vying for their party’s nomination, 
including state senator Erica Smith 
and Army veteran Cal Cunningham, 
who was endorsed by the Democratic 
Senatorial Campaign Committee.

All 170 seats of N.C. General 

PHOTO COURTESY OF TAKAAKI IWABU/RALEIGH NEWS & OBSERVER
A motion filed stated Superior Court Judge Allen Baddour made findings in favor of UNC despite contradictory evidence.

A guide to voting in the 2020 N.C. elections

Judge and attorneys in 
Silent Sam settlement 

have ties to UNC System.

DTH FILE/ DUSTIN DUONG
Gov. Roy Cooper stands before members of the media following a press confer-
ence introducing Well Dot Inc. to the Chapel Hill area on Nov. 19, 2019.

Assembly’s are also up for election 
in 2020, and the winners will draw 
North Carolina’s voting maps for the 
next decade – which may include an 
extra congressional district. According 
to an Election Data Services report, 
2019 Census population data suggests 
that North Carolina will gain a 14th 

congressional seat.
For a full list of candidates, and 

for future election coverage, visit 
dailytarheel.com and subscribe to 
the OC Report.

@vej0hns0n
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Internal conflict has intensified 
within the North Carolina Division 
Sons of Confederate Veterans Inc. 
since its questionable settlement with 
the UNC System last November.

The settlement accrued the 
organization ownership of Silent Sam, as 
well as $2.5 million in UNC System money 
to fund the Confederate monument’s 
“preservation and benefit.” Kevin Stone, 
the state chapter’s commander, called 
it a “major strategic victory” for the pro-
Confederate movement.

But multiple current members of the 
SCV chapter led by Stone, who spoke 
to The Daily Tar Heel and were granted 
anonymity based on personal safety 
concerns, are taking a far different tone.

The members who spoke with the 
DTH alleged financial improprieties 
among SCV leadership, referenced 
intermingling with gangs and hate 
groups, and described threats and 
slurs that have been issued toward 
members who raise questions.

One member said he joined the SCV 
within the last decade after learning 
about his family tree and gaining 
a newfound appreciation for his 
Confederate ancestors. But he described 
an increasingly “scary” presence within 
the group in the time since.

“I do not like Nazis,” he said. “My 
uncle and my great grandpa went 
over there to kill Nazis. I don’t like 
none of that crap, and some of these 
guys, for some reason, that draws 
them to something.”

Stone revealed to SCV members 
in a Nov. 27 email that months of 
secret dealings with members of 
the UNC System Board of Governors 
h a d  p r e c e d e d  a  s e t t l e m e n t 
h e  “n e ve r  d re a m e d  we  c o u l d 
accomplish ... and all at the expense 
of the University itself.”

D i s g r u n t l e d  m e m b e r s  a r e 
expressing desires to squash the deal 
and give the money back. A common 
fear they shared is that the current 
deal will empower what they see as 
the SCV’s most problematic wing: the 
mechanized cavalry, a nationwide 
special interest group of motorcycle-
riding members which Stone has 
helmed for around 10 years.

The Silent Sam settlement could 
lead to UNC System money funding 
a new headquarters and museum 
that one member predicts will have 
“racist overtones” and further enable 
a nefarious transition.

“Kevin Stone is no more interested 
in Silent Sam and what it stands 
for than the man on the moon,” the 
member said. “He sees this money as 
a pot of gold to build himself and his 
biker gang a massive headquarters.”

Frustrations have long persisted 
within the SCV over whether the 
group focus on a message of heritage 
and history — one disputed by 
southern historians — or transition 
to an overtly white supremacist front.

One longtime member told the DTH 
that a man at the center of that radical 
rise decades ago, Boyd Cathey, helped 
align the recent UNC System settlement.

Cathey, he said, is the reason the 
SCV brought in Boyd Sturges, its 
attorney in the case.

In his Nov. 27 email to SCV 
members, Stone credited the group’s 
settlement winnings to Sturges, citing 
the attorney’s “expertise, his good 
connections with and respect by all 
the parties involved, and his influence.”

According to a Southern Poverty Law 
Center report, Cathey “became a key 
player in the multi-year attempt by racist 
extremists to assume control of...” the 
SCV in the early 2000s. Previously, he’d 
held lead roles in Catholic extremist and 
white nationalist presidential campaigns, 
spent years on the editorial advisory 
committee of a journal published by a 
major Holocaust denial organization and 
served as a North Carolina state archivist.

His ascent in the SCV coincided 
with the purging of members who 
protested “growing racial extremism” 
in the group, according to the SPLC.

While Cathey holds a less public 
role with the SCV today, he is still an 
active member, according to multiple 
members who spoke to the DTH. 
Cathey declined a request for comment.

Sturges told the DTH that he has met 
Cathey, but declined further comment.

When asked about the number 
of outside hate group affiliates 
within the SCV, the member who 
suggested Cathey’s involvement in 
the settlement’s backdoor dealings 
said “people like that are infiltrating 
the mechanized cavalry.”

The motorcyclist subgroup has “taken 
over” the SCV’s state chapter, he said, 
something he thinks the UNC Board of 
Governors members who negotiated the 
settlement aren’t aware of.

“They have no idea what they’re 
dealing with here,” he said.

Stone’s current role — leader of 
SCV’s North Carolina chapter and the 
nationwide motorcycle subgroup — 
is one he hopes to expand, multiple 
members said, by running for election 
as commander of the group’s “Army 
of Northern Virginia.” That would 
yield him control of SCV operations 
in numerous other states, including 
South Carolina, Virginia and Maryland.

Members described suspicions 
about the mechanized cavalry, one 
concern being its rising exchange of 
members and activity with the Hells 
Angels and the Outlaws, two globally-
present outlaw motorcycle gangs 
with a rivaling presence in North and 
South Carolina. SCV members said 
the mechanized cavalry has become 
a back-and-forth recruiting ground 
with the motorcycle gangs.

In a Facebook post responding to 
SCV member criticism, Bill Starnes, 
a mechanized cavalry member and 
close affiliate of Stone, responded, “We 
do have some Outlaws in the SCV. We 
also have some Hell’s Angels in the SCV. 
Nobody is pissed about it... They know 
us, they know who we are, they know 
what we stand for. They support us.”

In emails to members, Starnes has 
defended the interactions — calling 
critics “cowards,” “chicken shit” as well 
as homophobic slurs.

Starnes told the DTH that criticism 
within the group is just the result of 
a few upset members complaining, 
something any organization faces.

Regarding radicalization in the 
SCV, Starnes said the group doesn’t 
support the Ku Klux Klan or its use of the 
Confederate flag, calling the group “a 
pain in our ass.” He said the organization 
does nothing out of hate or malice, and 
is not engaged in any criminal activity.

“ The mechanized cavalr y is 
made up strictly of members of the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans who 
have combined their love of riding 
motorcycles with their love of history, 
and their willingness and dedication to 
go out and work in cemeteries, clean 
cemeteries...” Starnes said. “And if you’ve 
got to drive some distance to do it, it’s a 
lot more fun if you’re on a motorcycle.”

“ These mother fuckers that ’s 
tel l ing you other  shit ,  they ’re 
heading into a brick wall,” Starnes 
said. “They are driving full speed 
ahead into a brick wall, and it’s going 
to cost them dearly. They will pay 
for this shit. Now that’s not a violent 
threat, but you don’t act like that.”

By Marco Quiroz-Gutierrez
Co-Editor-in-Chief

A new decade brings with it new 
leadership for The Daily Tar Heel. 

Online Managing Editor Emily 
Siegmund and I, Managing Editor 
Marco Quiroz-Gutierrez, are now 
co-editors-in-chief of The Daily Tar 
Heel after former Editor-in-Chief 
Maddy Arrowood resigned for 
personal reasons at the beginning of 
the semester. 

Although leadership has changed, 
the core mission of the paper remains 
the same: to question institutions and 
deliver the truth to our readers. 

In  t h e  s p r i n g ,  t h e  D T H 
will continue to emphasize its 
commitment to accuracy, balance 
and fairness, the principles that make 
us valuable to our community. Only 
through exercising these principles 
will we continue to bring our 
readers the news they need to live as 
informed citizens of the Chapel Hill 
and Orange County area. 

We are honored to be trusted to 
lead The Daily Tar Heel during this 
unexpected transition, and we will 
do our best to continue to uphold 
the values and quality of work that 
has made the DTH an esteemed 
paper in college journalism.

Emily and I hope to bring 
our personal, professional and 

community-driven goals to the 
paper throughout the next semester. 
We aim to expand our election and 
local government coverage, as we 
recognize that The Daily Tar Heel 
is also a major news source for the 
surrounding Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
area, not just the University.

In the spring we are taking on 
a project with the Sharif Durhams 
Leadership Program, a group we 
created to cultivate the talent of 
our writers of color. We realize that 
as the student-led newspaper of a 
primarily white institution we have 
a particular responsibility to uplift 
minority voices and encourage 
them to take on leadership roles in 
the newsroom. 

By collaborating, this group has 
already helped expand the purview of 
our reporting, and I have personally 
benefited from the community it 
fosters within The Daily Tar Heel. 

My co-Editor-in-Chief Emily 
Siegmund put it best when she said, 
“I never could have anticipated being 
in this position — just last year I was 
a staff writer. I am incredibly proud 
of the strides Marco and I have made 
in our respective managing editor 
positions in the first half of this 
year, and I know we will continue to 
uphold the best interests of the paper 
and our community as we take on the 
additional roles of co-editors.” 

Emily and I both have a particular 
interest in pursuing solutions 
journalism through The Daily Tar 
Heel. We recognize that this paper is 
an outlet that can be utilized as more 
than just a news source — it is also a 
resource for those we serve. We aim 
to move our ideas beyond the fine 
print and into tools that can help our 
community in their everyday lives.

Though our former leader Maddy 
Arrowood will be greatly missed, 
Emily and I are confident we will 
continue to drive the DTH toward 
new and innovative ideas. We welcome 
feedback from the community and 
strongly encourage you, our readers, to 
tell us how we can better serve you as a 
source of information at the University 
and in the surrounding communities.

We couldn’t do any of the work we 
do without the support of you, the 
readers. Thank you for supporting 
us in this transition.

You can reach Emily and I at our 
respective emails below, as well as at 
our shared editor email: 

editor@dailytarheel.com

Hark the Sound,

Emily Siegmund
online@dailytarheel.com

Marco Quiroz-Gutierrez
managing.editor@dailytarheel.com

PHOTO COURTESY OF SCV MEMBERS
Kevin Stone, commander of the Sons of Confederate Veterans’ North Carolina 
chapter, poses next to Silent Sam after a settlement with the UNC System.

Co-Editors-in-Chief Marco Quiroz-Gutierrez and Emily Siegmund pose 
for headshots. Quiroz-Gutierrez and Siegmund succeeded former chief 
Maddy Arrowood at the beginning of the spring 2020 semester. 

Confederates call UNC System deal dangerous

Members told the DTH that 
SCV meetings are now conducted 
with people openly-carrying guns. 
One member said it seems like an 
intimidation tactic. Another suggested 
that armed members of the Outlaws 
have been present at such meetings.

Two members, one of whom said he 
was in the room at the time, described 
an incident at an SCV meeting in August 
where Starnes pulled a gun on a member 
who was criticizing Stone, threatening 
the man until being disarmed and 
walked out by other members.

Starnes called the story a lie created 
by one person in the room at the time.

Members expressed concern about 
the leadership’s use of funds, something 
they said nobody knows about and is 
responded to with humiliation when 
brought up. They raised the idea that 
funds are being transferred in the 
background to outside groups.

In an email last April, Starnes 
responded to concerns over how the 
mechanized cavalry’s leadership was 

using money raised by the group, 
particularly the additional $100 fee 
cavalry members pay on top of their 
traditional SCV membership.

Starnes told them the cavalry has 
never held a bank account. Instead, 
he said he gives some of the cavalry 
money to the broader SCV and keeps 
the rest on behalf of the cavalry.

“We tend to have the cigar box in the 
gun safe approach,” Starnes wrote. “So 
the checks are made out to the Captain, 
ie, Bill Starnes, so they can be cashed.”

One member said he worries about 
improper financial activities in the group, 
which would potentially complicate 
its nonprofit status and operation of a 
political action committee if true. 

One of the primary breaking points 
for many members, he said, is the 
feeling that their money is being taken.

“I don’t see the SCV as being a white 
supremacist group. I see it as the best 
Ponzi scheme ever made, man.”

special.projects@dailytarheel.com

Column: New leadership for a new decade

SCV members reveal fears 
to DTH over leadership 

use of $2.5 million

DTH FILE/BRANDON STANDLEY

DTH FILE/BRANDON STANDLEY



NewsWednesday, January 8, 2020 The Daily Tar Heel4

WE CAN HELP WITH
"WHAT ARE YOU  DOING 
 AFTER GRADUATION?"

Accelerated master’s programs for all majors! Apply now at go.wfu.edu/TarHeel

Build on your undergrad foundation with critical business skills from Wake Forest:

MS IN ACCOUNTANCY
•  Highest CPA pass rate for the past  

20 years (NASBA’s uniform CPA Examination)

•  Students from any major can gain 
valuable experience with  
an optional paid internship

•  3 distinct career tracks: Assurance,  
Tax Consulting, and Financial Transaction 
Services (Exclusive to Wake Forest)

MS IN MANAGEMENT
•  #1 in the U.S. for Career Opportunities,  

#3 overall (The Economist, 2019)

•  Learn to leverage your major with key  
business skills

•  Employment destinations include BB&T, 
Cigna, Facebook, General Mills, United 
Airlines, and more

MS IN BUSINESS ANALYTICS
•  100% employment (Class of 2018)

•  Gain career experience solving real  
problems with live data from  
corporate partners

•  Graduates employed by Apple, Disney, 
Google, MasterCard, Microsoft, Uber, 
and more

Contact Dillon Robinson (UNC ‘15, WFU MSM ‘16) 
at robinsdo@wfu.edu to learn more. 

DTH-10x8.25-1-8-2020.indd   1 1/6/20   2:15 PM

The Daily Tar Heel
Established 1893 

126 years of editorial freedom
MARCO QUIROZ-GUTIERREZ

CO-EDITOR; MANAGING EDITOR
EDITOR@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

MANAGING.EDITOR@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

EMILY SIEGMUND
CO-EDITOR; ONLINE MANAGING 

EDITOR
EDITOR@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

ONLINE@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

PRESTON LENNON
DIRECTOR OF ENTERPRISE
ENTERPRISE@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

CHARLIE MCGEE
DIRECTOR OF INVESTIGATIONS

SPECIAL.PROJECTS@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

MAEVE SHEEHEY
UNIVERSITY EDITOR

UNIVERSITY@DAILYTARHEEL.COM  

ANNA POGARCIC
CITY, STATE & NATIONAL EDITOR  

CITY@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

JESSICA HARDISON
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

ARTS@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

RYAN WILCOX
SPORTS EDITOR 

SPORTS@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

JEFFREY SHUTTER   
DESIGN & GRAPHICS EDITOR

DESIGN@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

ANGELICA EDWARDS  &  MAYA CARTER
CO-PHOTO EDITORS

PHOTO@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

BRANDON STANDLEY
COPY CHIEF & SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER

COPY@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

Mail and Office: 109 E. Franklin St. 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Maddy Arrowood, editor-in-chief, 962-4086
Advertising & Business, 962-1163
News, Features, Sports, 962-0245

One copy per person;  
additional copies may be purchased  

at The Daily Tar Heel for $.25 each.  
Please report suspicious activity at our 

distribution racks by emailing  
dth@dailytarheel.com

© 2012 DTH Media Corp.
All rights reserved

CORRECTIONS

• The Daily Tar Heel reports any 
inaccurate information published as 
soon as the error is discovered.

• Contact Managing Editor 
     Marco Quiroz-Gutierrez at:
 managing.editor@dailytarheel.com 

with issues about this policy.

• Editorial corrections will be printed 
on this page. Errors committed on 
the Opinion Page have corrections 
printed on that page. Corrections 
also are noted in the online versions 
of our stories.

The Daily Tar Heel
Established 1893 

126 years of editorial freedom

New legislative maps for N.C. in 2020

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRYAN WARNER
NC A&T State University students gathered as the Supreme Court heard 
arguments about partison gerrymandering in N.C. on March 26, 2019.

By Brittany McGee
Staff Writer

Despite some continuing concerns 
about gerrymandering,  Wake 
County Superior Court judges have 
upheld the current congressional 
and legislative maps in time for the 
primary elections on March 3. 

The Superior Court upheld the 
legislative maps in October 2019 
after objections were raised by 
Common Cause, a nonpartisan 
grassroots  organization.  The 
court denied complaints about 
transparency and objections to the 
grouping of five counties. 

According to the Oct. 28 order, 
the court addressed concerns that 
N.C. Rep. David Lewis, R-District 53, 
and chair of the House Redistricting 
Committee, had met with Republican 
redistricting strategists behind closed 
doors when choosing a base map. 

The judges said despite the 
complaints, the chosen map had 
broad bipartisan support and there 
was an unprecedented amount of 
transparency during the process. 
In regards to the county groupings, 
the judges found that the General 
Assembly complied with court 
mandates in each case.

“These maps should help us 
have somewhat more competitive 
legislative races,” Marilyn Carter, 
chair  of  the  Orange County 
Democratic Party, said.

Carter said the Democratic Party 
is looking ahead to have more 
representation at the state level 
and preparing for another round of 
redistricting after the 2020 census.

N.C. Rep. Verla Insko, D-District 
56, said she was disappointed in 
the decision to uphold the current 
maps despite districts that were still 
gerrymandered but said the maps 
were fairer than the previous maps. 

“We are going to work to regain 
the majority,” Insko said. “If we do, 
I believe one of the first bills we are 
going to file will be a nonpartisan 
redistricting commission.”

After the court blocked the use 
of the maps in October, the General 
Assembly redrew the districts. The 
candidate filing deadline was Dec. 
20, 2019, so a drawn-out court case 
would have possibly resulted in 
changing the date of the filing period 
and the 2020 primary. 

In the Oct. 28 ruling, the court 
acknowledged the negative effects 
that would result from adjusting 
the primary schedule: decreased 
voter turnout, greater costs and 
additional labor. The court said if 
the new congressional map was 
drawn quickly, in a transparent and 
bipartisan manner by the General 
Assembly’s own initiative, then there 
may be no need to continue the case. 

N.C. Rep. Graig Meyer, D-District 
50, said the districts were still 
gerrymandered.

“Elections are fair or not fair,” 
Meyer said. “It doesn’t matter if they 
happen today or tomorrow. I wish 
that the courts had taken the time 
to slow this down and do it right.”

The new congressional maps were 
passed by the General Assembly on 
Nov. 15. Then on Dec. 2, the Wake 
County Superior Court ordered that 
candidate filing could begin, removing 
the possibility of changing the date of 
the primary elections for 2020. 

Bob Phillips, executive director 
of Common Cause North Carolina, 
said the group was also disappointed 
by the court’s decision to use the 
current congressional maps for the 
2020 election. With the concerns 

about transparency, he said it would 
have been appropriate for the court 
to have a third party draw the map.

Phillips referenced a previous 
case, which ruled that partisan 
gerrymandering was against the state 
constitution and lawmakers were not 
supposed to use partisan data when 
drawing the districts. He said the 
General Assembly did not violate the 
law, but the group still had concerns.

“It really is still going to be a 
flawed process until we can take 
the mapmaking out of the hands of 
lawmakers,” Phillips said. 

@brittmcgee21
city@dailytarheel.com
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By Morgan Topol
Staff Writer

WXYC, UNC’s student-run radio 
station, is looking to welcome new 
DJs for spring 2020 who are eager 
to explore new music and expand 
their tastes. 

WXYC broadcasts live from the 
Frank Porter Graham Student Union 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
Not only do they broadcast on their 
FM radio station, 89.3 FM, but they 
are credited with being the first radio 
station in the world to broadcast on 
the internet. 

The station will hold an interest 
meeting on Jan. 8 on the Wilson 
Library stairs at 6 p.m., where 
interested applicants will learn 
more about the station, the WXYC 
mission and what is expected 
from new DJs. At the end of the 
meeting, those interested will get 
a link to the application and the 

opportunity to pick a time slot for a 
short, 10-minute interview on Jan. 
8 or Jan. 9. 

WXYC will also be holding an 
open house from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
right before the interest meeting, 
in the station’s headquarters which 
are at the back of the third floor 
of the Union. At this open house, 
those interested can tour the station 
and have any of their questions 
answered. No prior DJ experience 
is necessary, and any current 
UNC students, including graduate 
students and first year students, are 
encouraged to apply. 

Senior Elinor Walker is the 
station manager of WXYC. She said 
that WXYC is a free-form radio 
station, which means that they are 
not bound by block programming.

“We don’t do an hour of rock, and 
then an hour of hip-hop, and then 
an hour of jazz,” Walker said. “Every 
set that we have is any and all kinds 

of music from any genre, any time 
period, any region of the world.”

Walker said that working at 
WXYC is not only a fun activity, but 
it is also an opportunity to platform 
artists that may not get it elsewhere, 
especially local artists in the Triangle. 

 “I  think radio is  a unique 
medium in which to both share 
music and create art,” Walker said. 
“It provides an opportunity not 
only to learn more about music, 
but to also share music that might 
not have as much airtime or notice 
because of where it’s from or who’s 
making the music.”

DJ and Programming Manager 
Aysha Diallo said she decided to 
interview for the station during 
her first year at UNC, while she 
was looking for an organization 
to join. Diallo’s favorite part of 
working at WXYC is hanging out 
with her radio crew and spending 
time with the friends she’s made at 

the station. 
“People should want to DJ 

because it will give you a chance to 
meet very cool people, explore music 
you typically wouldn’t listen to, and 
it’s a great way to dance, as well,” 
Diallo said.

She said WXYC looks for people 
that are both enthusiastic about 
music and also people who are open-
minded, especially when it comes to 
listening to different types of music.

Je n n a  L e v y,  a  s o p h o m o r e 
studying psychology and computer 
science, also DJs at WXYC.  She 
knew she wanted to get involved 
in college radio before she came to 
UNC, and she learned about WXYC 
at Carolina Kickoff. 

“One of the counselors said 
‘Hey I work at WXYC, our college 
radio station,’ and she told me all 
the information about signups 
and what it was like,” Levy said. “I 
went to the interest meeting and I 

interviewed, and I got it on the first 
try, which was really lucky.”

Levy said that those who love 
music will be amazed by the volume 
of the station library, which contains 
over 70,000 pieces of physical music. 
Levy said she has listened to a lot 
of music that she never otherwise 
thought she would be exposed to. 

“If you want to learn a lot about 
music, your mind will be blown 
just by how many physical copies 
of music are in the station and the 
wealth of knowledge from people 
who are involved with the station,” 
Levy said. 

Levy said she encourages anyone 
interested to apply, even if they are 
nervous or not completely sure 
about it.

“If you’re unsure, interview 
anyways, give it a shot,” Levy said. 
“There’s no harm in trying it.”

arts@dailytarheel.com

By Allie Kelly 
Staff Writer 

A number of  UNC faculty 
d e p a r t m e n t s  h a v e  r e l e a s e d 
statements in opposition to the 
Board of Governors’ $2.5 million 
Silent Sam statue settlement with 
the North Carolina Division Sons of 
Confederate Veterans. 

The Faculty Council, UNC School 
of Law, School of Education, School 
of Library Science and Institute 
for the Arts and Humanities have 
each been vocal in condemning the 
deal — as have other departments 
including history, anthropology, 
communication, Asian studies and 
African, African American and 
Diaspora studies. The Council of 
Chairs of the College of Arts and 
Sciences also responded. 

Students and faculty have used 
statements to make requests 
for things including reparation 
payments, the retraction of the deal 
and the resignation of Chancellor 
Guskiewicz. There has also been a call 
to increase funding and support for 
The Office of Diversity and Inclusion 
and other campus programs that 
celebrate Black identities. 

History professor Benjamin 
Waterhouse said the Silent Sam 
settlement deal condones the 
miseducation of the entire state 
of North Carolina, especially on 

historical events and issues of race.
“We see ourselves as a part of a 

University with a profound public 
mission,” Waterhouse said. 

Waterhouse said that a wide 
constituency of faculty and UNC 
community  members  should 
have been consulted on the BOG 
decision. Had a more diverse and 
representative group been included 
in the decision, he said, there might 
have been a different outcome. 

In December, the Department of 
History faculty held a meeting to 
draft the statement and vote. Votes 
came from professors on the tenure 
track, but did not include graduate 
student staff. The released statement 
does not have specific signatories, 
Waterhouse said, but reflects the 
opinion of the department as a 
whole.  

Waterhouse and his colleagues, 
he said, want to lend their voice to 
the settlement conversation in their 
particular position as historians. The 
view of the Department of History 
is rooted in the misapplication of 
history by the SCV, he said. 

“The basic historical concern that 
we have is the Confederate tendency 
— a view held by the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans — to represent 
the Civil War as something other 
than a war about slavery,” he said. 

This tendency, he said, is factually 
incorrect and morally unacceptable. 

Navin Bapat, chairperson of 
the curriculum in Peace, War, and 
Defense said the Council of Chairs’ 
statement speaks for itself.

“The decision to compensate this 
group, with its false interpretation of 
history, contradicts the core values 
of this University and its mission to 
pursue truth and knowledge,” the 
statement said. 

The Council of Chairs’ statement 
expressed a hope that the University 
will take “bold action” to repair the 
harm that the settlement has caused 
to the campus community. 

Law professor Theodore Shaw, 
director of the Center for Civil Rights, 
said he will not be silent on the issue. 

The statement from the School 
of Law was delayed in its release, 
he said, but the timing does not 
negate its merit. He said the law 
faculty felt they had to consider First 
Amendment concerns and other 
legal issues, but are in overwhelming 
opposition to the deal. 

Shaw said the major problem with 
the BOG deal is the payment of $2.5 
million dollars in a trust to the SCV, 
along with the $74,999 the group 
was paid upfront by the University 
to keep SCV protests off campus. 

“I don’t think they were paying 
students not to protest,” Shaw said. 
“This is an interesting juxtaposition.”

The UNC administration did not 
respond to a request for comment by 

the time of publication. 
Many Black faculty members are 

feeling alienated by the University, 
Shaw said. He said this could lead to 
a loss of faculty and deter potential 
faculty and students. 

But Shaw said he is grateful for all 
those who have spoken out. 

“There are many days in which I 
struggle in me being here,” he said. 
“I have had many days where I’ve 
gone to sleep thinking about these 

issues and awakened thinking 
about these issues.”

Shaw said some of the people in 
power in the University system still 
think they are fighting the Civil War, 
but they will not always be in power. 

“The great Sam Cooke sang ‘A 
Change is Gonna Come,’” he said. “I 
believe a change is going to come. I 
refuse to despair and give up hope.”

university@dailytarheel.com
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UNC faculty has expressed opposition to the University’s $2.5 million settlement 
which gave the Sons of Confederate Veterans $2.5 million and the monument.

By Parth Upadhyaya
Senior Writer

Roy Williams spoke for about 50 
seconds then stopped. The UNC 
head coach had nothing more to say. 

“Uhh… guys, I ain’t got much 
left,” he said. 

Now, stop me if this sounds 
familiar — because it should. 

North Carolina had just dropped 
a third consecutive game, this 
time to Wofford of the Southern 
Conference. The 69-year-old Hall 
of Famer was again left without 
answers following Sunday’s 68-64 
defeat in Carmichael Arena.

Wil l iams learned Saturday 
morning that first-year point guard 
Cole Anthony, the team’s leading 
scorer, would not play because of a 
right knee injury. Sophomore guard 
Leaky Black would also be out 
because of a sprained right foot. 

Thrown into the starting point 
guard role was redshirt junior 
guard K.J. Smith, a former walk-
on who earned a scholarship 
this season. Graduate transfer 
guard Christian Keeling filled in 
for Black. And first-year guard 
Jeremiah Francis also played for 
large stretches, a week after playing 

just three minutes in his collegiate 
debut against Virginia.

“They had really good moments,” 
junior forward Garrison Brooks said. 
“I’m really proud of them. That’s a 
tough role to step into. I think we 
put a lot on them, and I think that 
they did a good job.”

Still, it just wasn’t enough. 
It wasn’t for a lack of confidence, 

though. Less than two minutes into 
the game, Smith had already taken 
two shots — a three-pointer and a 
short-range jumper — but missed 
both of them.

But he soon found his rhythm. 
When he knocked down two free 
throws with a little over four 
minutes until halftime, he was up 
to seven points. 

“From the last guy on the bench 
to the first guy, everybody stays 
ready,” Smith said. “And that’s just 
what I did.” 

At halftime, however, the Tar 
Heels held just a four-point lead. 

Fr a n c i s  a l s o  l o o ke d  g o o d 
throughout points in the contest. 
After missing the entirety of UNC’s 
first eight games and playing in 
garbage time last week, being in the 
game for 16 minutes and adding 
three assists should’ve been more 

than adequate.
On this day, it just wasn’t. Not 

without Anthony or Black. Not with 
first-year forward Armando Bacot 
shooting only 2-14 from the field. 

Neither  Smith nor Francis 
scored in the second half, and the 
Terriers continued their three-
point barrage, hitting 14-40 from 
deep for the game. 

With 10:18 left to play in the 
game, UNC was in a 13-point hole. 
The game looked all but over. 

Then, senior guard Brandon 
Robinson tried to take over. In a 
little over two minutes, the Tar Heels 
went on a 7-0 run — a span in which 
Robinson buried a three-pointer, 
made two free throws and found 
Brooks in the paint for a dunk that 
sent Carmichael into a frenzy. 

But the comeback attempt fell 
short. A three-pointer from junior 
guard Andrew Platek at the 3:11 
mark cut the deficit to four points, 
but Wofford had an answer. On the 
next possession, Terrier guard Trevor 
Stumpe drilled a three of his own. 

“It’s tough for a lot of reasons,” 
Robinson said of the loss. “I can’t 
really explain them. I feel like we 
tried. This is the hardest we’ve tried 
to play this year.”

Stumpe’s triple put the nail in the 
coffin. It allowed Wofford to pull off 
an upset against North Carolina for 
the second time in three years.

Most importantly, for now, it left 
Williams without an explanation.

“I know we’re gonna benefit in 

the long run from it,” Williams said, 
“but that doesn’t make it any more 
pleasant to go through right now 
for sure.”

@pupadhyaya_
sports@dailytarheel.com

DTH FILE/MORGAN PIROZZI
UNC’s graduate guard Christian Keeling (55) attempts to gain possession 
of the ball during the game against Wofford on Sunday, Dec. 15th, 2019. 

Faculty oppose Silent Sam deal with statements

WXYC hiring new DJs for spring 2020

Without Cole or Black, UNC falls to Wofford
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By Sarah Campbell
Staff Writer

For  poe t  D S Wi l l ,  per forming  in 
remembrance of Martin Luther King Jr. is 
an honor in itself. 

Durham Parks and Recreation’s upcoming 
event “MLK: Remembering the Legacy 
through the Arts” will celebrate his life on 
Saturday, Jan. 11, from 2 to 5 p.m. at the W.D. 
Hill Recreation Center. It is free and open to 
the community. 

This event aims to celebrate and remember 
the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. through 
different artistic media, but it’s also fun for 
the community, said recreation specialist 
Kelsey Warren.  

“I hope that this event will bring out 
different types of people from different walks 
of life, ages, races and backgrounds to see the 
amount of talent that is in the area, see the 
resources that are available to people in the 
community and see the things that Dr. King 
fought for,” Warren said. “I feel like this is 
a salute to Dr. King as well as a view of the 
future and how far we’ve come and where 
we’re going.” 

Included in the lineup is the poetry 
organizat ion  Press  P lay  Poe tz .  T he 
organization aims to provide lesser-known 
poets with a wider audience, Will said. 

Press Play Poetz has been attending 
this event for multiple years and hopes to 
highlight the importance of Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s messages, said Sherita “Free the 
Poet” Freeman. 

“We hope to honor him in bringing 
awareness to some of the main points that 
he wanted people to understand,” Freeman 
said. “Bringing the importance of unity and 

working together and uplifting one another 
so that his true legacy can be fulfilled and 
continue to touch those that may know 
nothing about him and what he stood for.” 

Although Martin Luther King Jr. died in 
1968, his message remains strong, and it’s 
important to remember the sacrifices he 
made, Will said. 

“As time progresses, it may be difficult 
for individuals who were recently born to 
be able to understand the validity of what 
he did because they’re enjoying the fruits 
of his labor,” Will said. “It’s very important 
to always know where you came from, and 
that’s why we should honor all of our heroes 
who made the sacrifice for us to be able to 
live comfortably and for us to grow.”

Although Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
message remains pertinent and is known by 
many, through art it can be told in a different 

way and encourage those who may not have 
realized its importance, Freeman said. 

“Everyone learns differently,” Freeman 
said .  “We have  people  that  learn by 
touching, that learn by seeing, that learn 
by hearing and art encompasses all of 
those things. Sometimes, someone can hear 
something and not be affected, but when 
they see it or feel it, it can touch something 
that no words could have ever touched.”

@Sarah_campbs
arts@dailytarheel.com  

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANDRE WHITE
Durham Parks and Recreation’s upcoming event “MLK: Remembering the Legacy through the Arts” 
aims to celebrate and remember the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. through different artistic media.

Honoring the legacy 
of MLK Jr. through 

the arts 

“MLK: Remembering the Legacy 
through the Arts” will celebrate his 

life on Jan. 11, from 2-5 p.m.

“We hope to honor him in 
bringing awareness to some of 
the main points that he wanted 
people to understand.” 
Sherita “Free the Poet” Freeman
Poet
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JANUARY 30

THE EVE PROJECT 
MARTHA GRAHAM 
DANCE COMPANY
A CELEBRATION OF WOMEN

CAROLINA PERFORMING ARTS

CAROLINAPERFORMINGARTS.ORG

JANUARY 24–26

ANTIGONICK 
BIG DANCE THEATER 
TEXT BY ANNE CARSON

A RADICAL, WITTY TAKE ON ANTIGONE

FEBRUARY 19 & 20

AS ONE
A CONTEMPORARY CHAMBER OPERA

FEBRUARY 1

LUCIA LUCAS, BARITONE 
WITH CLARA YANG, PIANO
AN OPERA SINGER MAKING WAVES

FEBRUARY 22

MARIA SCHNEIDER 
ORCHESTRA
2020 CAROLINA JAZZ FESTIVAL HEADLINER

FEBRUARY 11 & 12

ALVIN AILEY AMERICAN 
DANCE THEATER
THE REVOLUTIONARY COMPANY RETURNS

JANUARY 10

FANM D’AYITI 
NATHALIE 
JOACHIM 
WITH  
SPEKTRAL 
QUARTET

CELEBRATING HAITI’S 
ICONIC FEMALE VOICES

15% OFF TICKETS FOR UNC FACULTY & STAFF

By Elizabeth Egan
Staff Writer

Carrboro and Chapel Hill Town Councils have 
officially welcomed new members following the 
2019 elections. Here’s what you need to know 
about their backgrounds and goals. 

Susan Romaine

Susan Romaine has had an extensive 
background in public service, and said she 
wants to use her time in office to continue her 
service to the Carrboro community. 

She is the founder and director of PORCH 
and Orange County Living Wage, which seek to 
provide support to local lower-income families.

Romaine said she wants to build on the 
work she has been doing, saying one of her 
goals is to make Carrboro more affordable. 

“Rent is very high in Carrboro, and taxes 
are very high in Carrboro,” she said. “And we 
are really at risk of losing some of our low and 
moderate-income families.” 

Romaine said she already has ideas about 
ways the council can begin to fix the issue. 
These options include providing more 
affordable housing and bringing in businesses 
that pay a living wage. 

“People with no income, people with fixed 
income, people with all incomes can be here 
and create diverse community that I think goes 
to the real core of who we are,” she said. 

Tai Huynh

Tai Huynh is a senior at UNC who hopes to 
use his position as a student to bridge the gap 
between the town and the University. 

Huynh said his past experience serving 
as vice chairperson of the town’s Housing 
Advisory Board was one of the reasons he 
decided to run for council. 

“I have been sitting in that board for about 
three years before that, and working on that 
board and working alongside local affordable 

housing agencies and nonprofits gave me a really 
in-depth look behind the scenes at some of the 
racial disparities that exist in our town,” he said. 
“And I wanted to do something about that.”

He also said the town can improve 
affordability.

“One of the big programs I want to undertake 
is establishing a workforce development 
program in the town for moderate and low-
income families,” he said. “And making it easier 
to do more middle housing in our town.”

Huynh said people may be skeptical of his 
ability to serve as a student, but he believes this 
will allow him to connect the two communities. 

“... Town-University relations are possibly 
one of the most important things in our 
community because we are a college town, 
and I think that will be an essential part of my 
role on the council,” Huynh said. “Also, being a 
student and being an avid user of some of the 
town resources that other residents might not 
be, for example the transit system, also gives 
me another perspective about the residents 
and their lives.”

Amy Ryan

Amy Ryan has been a resident of the town 
of Chapel Hill for more than 20 years. She 
has served on several committees, including 
the Morgan Creek Greenway Committee, the 
Sustainable Community Visioning Task Force, 
the Community Design Commission and the 
Town’s planning committee. 

”I’ve spent my career as a writer and 
independent book editor,” Ryan said on her 
website. “My interest in land planning and 
design was fostered during my graduate work 
at N.C. State, where I earned my master’s 
degree in landscape architecture and did 
advanced work on the history of design, with 
an emphasis on public spaces.”

Ryan said her main goals are allowing the 
town to grow sustainably, foster diversity and 
ensure environmental health. She said she 
wants to build a connected greenway system, 
ensuring a variety of available transit options 
and providing affordable housing.

Ryan said her overarching goal for the 
community is ” to provide community 
benefits like affordable housing, encourage 
vibrant public spaces and promote economic 
development and a balanced tax base.”

@elizabethegannc
city@dailytarheel.com

DTH FILE/PARKER BROWN
The UNC Young Democrats hosted the Chapel Hill Local Candidates Panel in Manning Hall on 
Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2019. Candidates responded to audience questions and shared their positions.

New Chapel Hill-
Carrboro officials 
discuss their goals

Susan Romaine
Susan Romaine focuses 
on public service and 
proposes more affordable 
housing and businesses 
that pay a living wage. 

Tai Huynh
Tai Huynh wants to focus 
on affordability, racial 
disparities and bridging 
the gap between students 
and the town. 

Amy Ryan
Amy Ryan’s environmental 
goals are aimed toward 
town sustainability, 
diversity and 
environmental health.
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Stuck 
on the fence about

Where to live?

contact Louise Beck Properties
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With Gratitude
It is with profound joy and deep abiding gratitude that 
Michael and Caryn Madison Heffley announce the 
graduation of their son, Todd Ryan Madison, from 
The Hawbridge School on Thursday, May 26, 2020, at 6 
pm at the Mebane Arts Center in Mebane, NC. Because 
this day would not have been possible but for the 
contributions of members of this community, Michael 
and Caryn would like to thank the following individuals.

The August 2015 staff of UNC Children’s Hospital 
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit and pediatric 
cardiology, who saved Todd’s life and got him and 
his parents through an otherwise unbearable situation 
with their professionalism and care. Dr. Nathan Sison, 
who in his years of follow-up care reminded Todd that 
he was stronger and braver than he knew. Caroline 
Luther, Robert Greenberg, Daryl Feldman and Dr. 
Kenny Moles of the Hawbridge School, who from the 
start of school, five days following Todd’s final months 
long hospitalization, embraced Todd, shepherding him 
through some of the hardest times of a young person’s 
life, especially Ms. Luther and Mr. Greenberg for 
inspiring Todd and helping him find joy. Caryn’s 2001 
UNC Law classmates, attorneys Julia Dixon, Leslie 
Hickman Loucks and Stephen Painter, without 
whom Caryn would have brought Todd into this world 
alone. They were at the hospital when he was born, 
helped Caryn run a marathon and study and pass the 
North Carolina bar exam on her first try as a single 
parent with a two-month old at home. They turned the 
bushes in front of Caryn and a Todd’s house into a giving 
tree that produced boxes of baby equipment, clothes and 
gift cards left by the mail carrier from them. Even when 
requesting a rent extension, before beginning work after 
Todd’s birth, Caryn discovered it had been paid, an act 
which to this day provokes tears that three working first 
year associates in different states could be so kind.

It truly takes a village and each of these individuals 
have shown that when you live your life with love in 
your heart, you cast a light that shines on others and 
they are better for having known you. We thank them 
and this community this new year for having made our 
son’s success possible. We don’t know how far he will 
go, but we do know from whence he came.

Remembering the fun of UNC’s 2019

DTH FILE/PARTH UPADHYAYA
UNC football’s senior players pose for a victory photo with their trophy after 
besting Temple in the Military Bowl on Dec. 27, 2019, in Annapolis, Maryland.

By Brian Keyes
Assistant Sports Editor

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — For the first 
time in quite a few years, every player 
on the North Carolina football team 
can look back at the team’s season and 
say, “Damn. That was fun.” 

The Tar Heels were beaming, 
cracking jokes and laughing after 
the team’s dominant 55-13 win over 
Temple in the Military Bowl on Dec. 
27. Just like a family. 

There’s running back Michael 
Carter, the family’s hype man, trying 
to explain just how happy he was that 
he and receivers Dyami Brown and 
Dazz Newsome could all break the 
1,000-yard mark together. 

There’s quarterback Sam Howell, 
smiling politely and trying to avoid 
the attention he couldn’t escape after 
finishing one of the best seasons for an 
ACC quarterback ever as a first-year. 

And then, of course, there’s 
M a c k  B r o w n ,  t h e  f a m i l y ’ s 
patriarch who has already finished 
his questionable dance routine, 
insisting his players give him a fist 
bump despite the media scrum 
around them before departing.

A year ago, things couldn’t have 
been more different. UNC had 
just one win over an FBS team 
and finished the season with an 
embarrassing fight against N.C. State 
after the Wolfpack scored a walk-off 
touchdown in overtime.

Enter Brown, who injected a new 
swagger into the program he oversaw 
once before, alongside a host of other 
new football minds. 

“It’s his emphasis on having fun, 
it’s huge,” Carter said after UNC’s first 
bowl win since 2013.

U N C ’s  s e a s o n  h a s  b e e n 
exhilarating, win or lose. Nearly every 
game was decided by a touchdown or 
less, until the Tar Heels found their 

By Parth Upadhyaya
Senior Writer

A N NA P O L I S ,  M d .  —  A s k 
running back Michael Carter or 
receivers Dyami Brown and Dazz 
Newsome about their individual 
accomplishments on Friday, and the 
conversation quickly shifts gears. 

Each player broke the 1,000-yard 
mark on the season in UNC’s 55-13 
drubbing of Temple in the Military 
Bowl, but it can never simply be 
about themselves.

“It’s hard when you have a whole 
lot of weapons around,” said Brown, 
the first of the trio to reach the 
accolade. “You have me. You have 
Dazz … You don’t know who to guard 
one-one-one, or who to double team. 
But it’s good, because milestones will 
come with it.” 

The first of back-to-back catches 
of 22 and 12 yards on the Tar Heels’ 
opening drive of the second half 
etched the sophomore’s name into 
the school record book. It also helped 
UNC march down to Temple’s one-
yard line, allowing senior running 
back Antonio Williams to bulldoze 
his way into the end zone on the next 
play to make the score 27-6. 

UNC never looked back. 
While Brown became just the 

fourth player in program history 
to have over 1,000 receiving yards 
in a season, it didn’t take long for 
Newsome to add his name to that list. 

A little over a minute into the 
fourth quarter, first-year quarterback 
Sam Howell flung a pass to the left 
corner of the end zone. Newsome 
drew ‘oohs’ and ‘ahhs’ from the crowd 
again, backpedaling out of double 
coverage to reel in the touchdown. 

The grab gave the junior 71 
receiving yards on the day and 

allowed him to crack 1,000 on the 
2019 year.

But just like Brown, Newsome 
was quick to deflect any praise. 

“I didn’t think that was as good of 
a catch as everybody said,” Newsome 
said. “He threw it right to me. I just 
had to catch it.” 

Then, there’s Carter. 
In the final 10 minutes of the 

game, the Tar Heels held on to 
a 35-point advantage and were 
milking the clock. On that drive, the 
junior ran the ball 10 times.  

Eventually, he was rewarded. 
Carter’s last run of four yards put 
him at 1,003 on the season. He 
became only the third 1,000-yard 
rusher since head coach Mack 
Brown’s first stint in Chapel Hill 
ended in 1997. 

“If it would’ve been one of us, I 
think it would’ve been still special. 
But I think the fact that three of us 
did it today … it’s just really fun to 
be out there competing,” Carter said. 

After the game, in the brief 
moment that any of the three 
p l ay e r s  s p e n t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t 
themselves, Newsome relished in 
the fact that he’d achieved goals 
that he’d written on his bedroom 
walls to start the season.

“I set them for 1,000 and I set 
them for 10 touchdowns,” he said. 
“... And I got them.” 

It’s things like that — “the bond 
with these guys, seeing them get 
better,” to be exact — that influenced 
Mack Brown’s return to coaching. 
Newsome knows this is only the 
beginning, though. 

“It’s gonna be scary for every 
defense out there next year,” he said. 

@pupadhyaya_
sports@dailytarheel.com

footing and annihilated their last 
three opponents, outscoring them 
152-30 collectively. 

“To win the first bowl game I 
think since 2013, these guys, they’ll 
remember that the rest of their lives,” 
Brown said.

Instead of being melancholy about 
the players who were soon to be 
leaving, it was a time to celebrate all 
that they accomplished during their 
time at UNC. 

Graduating players like Charlie 
Heck, Antonio Williams, Myles 
Dorn, Jason Strowbridge and Aaron 
Crawford were as instrumental in 
turning around the program, and 
making it into a family in the process, 
as anybody.

Any future success,  which 
a d m i tt e d l y  l o o k s  l i ke  i t  i s 
approaching, will be built on the 
backs of those soon-to-be gone 
players. But the seniors know what 
they accomplished. 

“We created an identity for 

ourselves, and I think the players 
know what is expected in the years 
moving forward, that they have to 
go up from here,” Dorn said. “It’s 
no backing down, no going the 
other way.”

Friday was the last day this 
team, as it existed for 60 minutes 
of game time in Annapolis, will be 
together. Carter, Javonte Williams, 
Newsome and Dyami Brown will 
all be back to complement Howell 
next year, and UNC’s offense is 
nothing if not promising with 
those five in tow.

But anyone who paid attention 
to what happened in 2019 will be 
able to remember the first time 
they realized Javonte Williams 
could really play like that, or that 
Sam Howell was legit.

But most importantly, they’ll be 
able to think, “Damn. That was fun.” 

@bg_keyes 
sports@dailytarheel.com

 Three join UNC’s 
thousand-yard club
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If you struggle with ADHD and Anxiety,
we (seriously) have the solution for you. 

High Tech. Neurofeedback ‘Brain Training’
is Proven Effective to improve focus and 
decrease stress.

Chiropractic and Body Therapy
can rid you of pain and make you
feel and perform better.

919-401-9933  | www.leighbrainandspine.com

 Want to Crush this Semester with Super Focus, 
Less Stress, and No Pain?

Welcome 
Back...

Please Don’t 
Leave Again!Call Us.

We CAN Help! 

Williams ties Smith in all-time wins

DTH FILE/MAYA CARTER
Roy  Willliams recived a a plaque on Monday, Dec. 30, 2019, after UNC beat Yale. 
Williams’ tied his number of wins (879) with former head coach Dean Smith.

By Ryan Wilcox
Sports Editor

Brandon Robinson was in the 
UNC basketball locker room when 
he first heard the news.

Before Monday’s 70-67 win 
against Yale, Robinson was relaxing 
with his teammates when his eyes 
flickered toward the flatscreen. 
There, scrolling on the ESPN ticker, 
was the only thing anyone would 
want to talk about six hours later.

With a win against the Bulldogs, 
the blurb read, head coach Roy 
Williams would match his mentor 
Dean Smith in career victories with 
879, good for fourth-most all-time.

From that point on, Robinson 
said, “We were locked in all day, just 
trying to get this win for Coach.”

The win came, but it didn’t come 
easily. The Tar Heel offense was 
down in the mud for the entirety of 
the first half, creating just 12 baskets 
on 36 attempts and a single three-
pointer. Early in the second half, the 
Bulldogs held a 37-35 lead; it looked 
as though Robinson and company 
might have to wait for their head 
coach’s historic moment.

But an 11-0 run, helped along by a 
pair of jumpers from Robinson, put 
North Carolina in the driver’s seat. 
And when a late Yale rally came up 
short — guard Azar Swain’s game-
tying three-point attempt missed 
at the buzzer — the only thing 
Williams could think about was ... 
his escape route?

“I didn’t wanna stay out there,” the 
head coach said. “[Senior associate 
athletic director Steve Kirschner] 
sort of insisted.”

Instead, Williams stuck around 
on the court to receive an honorary 
plaque, with a picture of himself and 
his mentor and “879” emblazoned at 
the bottom. Though a portion of the 

By Ryan Wilcox
Sports Editor

W h a t  f o l l o w s  i s  a  n o n -
comprehensive list of all the things 
that happened between tipoff of 
UNC basketball’s 96-83 loss to 
Georgia Tech and the Tar Heels’ first 
field goal of the game:

The Yellow Jackets scored 30 
points; Frank Ocean (probably) 
re leased  a  ne w a lbum;  Roy 
Williams called a time out; UNC 
fans (probably) wondered, ‘What’s 
the opposite of a biscuit?’; reserve 
guard and former JV player Robbie 
O’Han saw the floor; someone 
(probably) watched the entirety of 
“The Irishman.”

After all those things happened, 
and more than 13 minutes of game 
time elapsed, a Garrison Brooks 

hook shot finally ended the drought. 
North Carolina missed its first 15 
shots from every which way — in the 
paint, from deep, at the elbow, in 
the corner — before Brooks’ bucket. 
The Dean Smith Center crowd went 
into a frenzy.

North Carolina had just cut the 
lead to 22.

To that point on Saturday night, 
the entire UNC offense, still without 
first-year guard Cole Anthony, looked 
like it had been swarmed by a hive 
of bees. The Yellow Jackets, a game 
below .500 entering tonight, went up 
19-2, then 27-4 (a lead head coach 
Josh Pastner admitted was “surreal”), 
then 34-10. Meanwhile, the Tar Heels 
were hitting the panic button.

“We definitely (freaked out),”

crowd had already left, the moment 
earned perhaps the loudest cheer of 
the night.

All the pomp and circumstance after 
the fact was enough to make Williams 
reflect — on his career, on Smith and 
on the UNC basketball family.

The 69-year-old Hall of Famer 
insisted he would’ve been satisfied 
being an assistant until retiring to the 
golf course. As it happens, Williams 
took the head coaching job at Kansas 
in 1988, guiding the program to four 
Final Fours and 418 wins in 15 seasons.

None of it happened before a few 
words of advice from his mentor.

“Just be yourself,” Smith said on 
the eve of Williams’ departure for 
Lawrence. “You’re good enough. Just 
be yourself. If you be yourself, you’re 
gonna be one of the great coaches.”

It’s the ability to incorporate 
S m i t h ’ s  t e a c h i n g s  w h i l e 
simultaneously forging his own 
path that’s made Williams’ Chapel 
Hill tenure so successful. In difficult 

situations, many ask themselves, 
“What would Jesus do?” But Williams 
insists he has his own version: “What 
would Coach Smith do?”

It’s that question that’s helped 
W i l l i a m s  t o  t h r e e  n a t i o n a l 
championships at North Carolina 
— one more, it should be noted, 
than Smith — and a spot on the 
college basketball Mount Rushmore 
alongside his mentor.

How fitting, then, that one of the 
people there to present Williams 
with his plaque was Scott Smith, 
whose father died in 2015. The 
younger Smith had a few simple 
words of his own for Williams: “’Dad 
would be really happy,’” Williams 
remembers. “And uh ...”

Here, Roy Williams can’t help but 
get emotional while recounting the 
story. He pauses.

“I think he would be.”

@ryantwilcox
sports@dailytarheel.com

Post-GT loss, the clock 
is ticking on UNC

SEE GEORGIA TECH, PAGE 11

DTH FILE/HELEN MCGINNIS
UNC junior forward Garrison Brooks (15) shoots the ball during the game 
against Georgia Tech in the Dean Smith Center on Saturday, Jan. 4, 2020.
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UNC SCHOOL OF MEDICINE PRESENTS

This series is free and open to the public, but 
space is limited!

Registration is required. Scan this code or visit 
www.med.und.edu/minimedschool to register.

Waitlisted? We will contact you if spots open up!

FREE and open to the public!
Whether you’re a self-taught expert or new to 
science, join us for Mini Med School, a 5-week 

introductory lecture series in 2020 featuring MD/PhD 
students and UNC School of Medicine faculty.

Ever wondered how doctors think about diseases, current 
therapies, and groundbreaking research? Curious to know 
what medical students are learning today?

February 3rd............Heart Disease

February 10th..........Diabetes

February 17th..........Medical Homes

February 24th..........Vaccines

March 2nd................Cancer

All events will 
be held at

Chapel Hill
Public 

Library
(Meeting 
Room A).

All the items you can put in the cart are listed on the sticker on the 
lid or found here: http://www.orangecountync.gov/2206/

What-Goes-in-my-Blue-Recycle-Cart

Paint, pesticides, chemicals and batteries DO NOT go in the blue 
cart. See www.orangecountync.gov/recycling for guidelines 

on recycling those items.

RECYCLING IF YOU LIVE 
OFF CAMPUS

At both single family houses and apartments

If you live in a house, your house 
will have a blue cart and your
 recycling day is listed online

 http://www.orangecountync.gov/1029/
Urban-Curbside-Weekly-Collection

No cart at your house? Call
 (919) 968-2788 and request one.

If you live in an apartment, ask 
your manager where the recycling 

carts are located and where to 
recycle cardboard boxes as they are 

NOT ALLOWED in the carts.

NO PLASTIC BAGS IN YOUR BLUE RECYCLING CART EVER.

Orange County Solid Waste 
provides your recycling services: 
www.orangecountync.gov/recycling

By Elizabeth Sills
Staff Writer

Preparing for a role in a play can 
be an intense experience. It requires 
an actor physically and mentally 
adapting themselves into the mind 
and body of another person. Even 
more challenging is performing this 
process seven times for one show. 
This is true in seven-character, one-
actor play “The Amish Project.”

PlayMakers Repertory Company 
will perform “The Amish Project” 
Jan. 8-12 at Kenan Theatre.

“The Amish Project” follows the 
story of a mass shooting in an Amish 
community and the impact the event 
had on its people. While the characters 
in the show are fictional, it is based on a 
real shooting in an Amish community 
in Nickel Mines, Pennsylvania in 
October 2006, in which eleven young 
girls were taken hostage and five killed 
in a schoolhouse. 

After this mass shooting, the 
Amish community in Nickel Mines 
expressed forgiveness to the gunman 
and his family. Playwright Jessica 
Dickey’s basis for the plot of “The 
Amish Project” is not the shooting 
itself, but rather the radical forgiveness 
that the Amish community expressed 
following the event, said director 
Sarah Elizabeth Wansley. 

“What I think is so powerful about 
this piece is that it actually doesn’t 
address questions of gun control or 
political response in the piece — it is 
neither for nor against,” Wansley said. 
“It simply approaches the play from a 
more human point of view, figuring 
out what does it mean to have to move 
on after an attack like this.”

While the play contains seven 
different characters, each with a 
monologue, it includes only one 
actor. Kathryn Metzger plays all seven 

characters, including victims of the 
shooting, members of the non-Amish 
community and the gunman himself. 

Wansley said the preparation for 
seven different roles was a unique 
experience for her and Metzger. She 
describes the specificity required for 
transitioning between such distinct 
characters as challenging, but is an 
aspect that makes the play dissimilar 
from other one-actor shows.

“This is not a production where 
it’s lights up, lights down and one 
actor standing and delivering a 
monologue,” Wansley said. “This is 
a very theatrical approach to a one-
woman show, and it will at times feel 
like certainly there is more than one 
person on stage, because in a lot of 
ways the lighting and the sound and 
the space and the objects actually 
become other characters for Kathryn 
to interact with.”

Wansley said that each aspect of the 
production was taken into account for 
accuracy and theatricality, from the 
minimalist set design that transforms 
into multiple different spaces to the 
costume that Metzger wears. Costume 
designer Jennifer Clark worked 
directly with a dressmaker from an 
Amish community in Chautauqua, 
New York, to make Metzger’s Amish-
style dress. 

“It was just such a different 
experience for me as a designer to work 
with this wonderful woman who, you 
know, was very excited to be a part of 
the project, but had never really done 
anything like this before,” Clark said. 
“I think it really gave it authenticity.”

Metzger said performing the 
play nearly 12 years after it was 
originally showed was a unique 
experience for her, especially in 
the wake of so many recent mass 
shootings. Part of her preparation 
for the role included reading 

articles written by members of the 
community commemorating the 10 
year anniversary of the shooting in 
Nickel Mines, Pennsylvania.

“The thing that has struck me most 
is that a lot of these articles talk about 
how the idea of forgiveness is not a 
singular moment, it’s a commitment,” 
Metzger said. “You know, you wake 
up every day and choose to work 
toward a place of forgiveness. It’s 
not a destination, it’s not a singular 
decision, it’s a sort of state of being.”

Alejandro Rodriguez, an associate 
producer for PlayMakers, said that 

the show is just as relevant now as it 
was when it was initially produced, 
and perhaps even more so due to the 
number of mass shootings that have 
occurred around the United States 
since 2006. Rodriguez said that it is 
easy to be swept up in the division 
that permeates our modern social 
climate, and that this is something 
that is prevalent on the UNC campus.

“Think about what sorts of hyper-
polarizing, really seismic events have 
happened even in the last semester 
or the last year, whether it was the 
controversy around Silent Sam or the 

protests that followed,” Rodriguez 
said. “With something like a mass 
shooting, which again, is also relevant, 
considering our colleagues at UNC-
Charlotte endured one not so long 
ago. But (the play) doesn’t necessarily 
only resonate for those who have 
experienced a school shooting, it 
really feels like it’s about a tragic 
event that separates people, or has 
the potential of separating people, 
and how we might respond to that 
with compassion and with grace.”

arts@dailytarheel.com

 PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVID MUNCH
Kathryn Metzger performing in “The Amish Project.” The show will be performed from Jan. 8-12 at Kenan Theatre. 

‘The Amish Project’ shows forgiveness after tragedy
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Help Wanted
WP SITE UPDATES ASSIST NEEDED Seeking experienced PT assistance with WordPress website design/
updates/fixes needed for a local litmag. Experience w/Elementor Editor plugin a plus. Contact Kim at 
kaw@vincentbrothersreview.org.

AD PRODUCTION ASSISTANT NEEDED
Are you looking for a Federal Work-Study position for the Spring 2020 semester? Do you have a passion 
for design and media? Do you enjoy reading our wonderful classifieds? Apply to work as the Daily Tar 

Heel’s ad production assistant! To apply or to request more information, please email production@
dailytarheel.com. 

ACADEMIC SUCCESS COACH 
Seeking academic success coach for an 8th grade student who is 
having difficulty keeping up with his homework.  The position would 
involve accessing  the student portal for his school and tracking his 
assignments, ensuring that he completes his work on a weekly basis. 
In addition, 2-3 home visits a week in order to assist him in getting his 
work done correctly.   We prefer someone who has experience working 
with highly intelligent  kids who have ADHD and ASD.  A good sense 
of humor is also a must! Pay is $18/hour to the right, highly qualified 
candidate. Please email inquires to: mattinglyjul@gmail.com

MATH TUTOR/HELP WITH DINNER Need someone to help my 8th 
grader with Math 1 and just be an adult presence for her and my 
6th grader. Help starting dinner on occasion. Hours from 4:30-6:00 
(flexible), preferably Mon-Tues-Thurs, though days also flexible. We 
live in the McDougle school district in Chapel Hill. amy_mottl@med.

unc.edu.

For Rent

STONECROP APARTMENTS
Walk to campus affordable in downtown, 4 full bed/4 full bath and 2 full bed/2 full bath, rent includes 
all utilities: electricity, water, WiFi, W/D built in, huge kitchen, dishwasher, refrigerator, ice maker, 
parking spots in garage, rec room, security entrance to elevator. Call 919-968-7226 or email rentals@
millhouseproperties.com. www.stonecropapartments.com

ROOM FOR RENT Unfurnished bedroom for rent with walk-in closet, in home outside Pittsboro.
Rent $525 includes utilities.  Available now.  Seeking professional, dependable person.  Phone 919-200-
5808 leave message.

108 CARR STREET Available June 2020, Charming cottage with covered front porch. 4 bedroom, den, w/d, 
recently renovated kitchen.  Walk to UNC campus.Hilltop Properties 919-968-9639.

APARTMENT FOR RENT 2BR/1BA, W/D, dishwasher. $650/month. Near bus park and ride lot. Near UNC. 
No pets or smoking. Call 919-933-8802.

Travel and Vacation
CARIBBEAN SPRING BREAK $189 for 5 DAYS. All prices include: Round trip luxury party cruise, 
accommodations on island at your choice of 7 resorts. Appalachia Travel. www.BahamaSun.com.

Across
1 Clemson’s NCAA div.
4 Thom of shoes
8 Preposterous
14 Mexican Mrs.
15 “__ that the truth!”
16 Bullpen ace
17 “Killing Eve” star
19 Remote
20 Cockpit figure
21 Award-winning “A Raisin in 

the Sun” actress
22 Yin partner
23 It’s a long story
25 Legal postponement
26 Terrific bargain
28 West with 21 Grammys
31 Sugar suffix
32 Open __ night
34 Bathtub buildup
35 Spot for pillow talk

36 “Full Frontal” host
39 23-campus West Coast ed. 

system
41 General Bradley
42 Ariz. neighbor
43 Part of MYOB and BYOB
44 Justice Sotomayor
46 Big name in whisky
50 Wine quality
52 Long-running Mark Harmon 

military drama
54 Congregation area
55 First chief justice
58 Made a comeback
60 Synchronicity
61 “Take Good Care of My Baby” 

singer
62 Fame
63 Luminous glow
64 KC-to-NYC dir.

65 English Channel 
swimmer
66 Walk of Fame figure
67 CD-__

Down
1 Analyzes for purity
2 Decorative neckwear
3 Bloodhound, e.g.
4 Gas station store
5 They’re often exchanged in 

Venice
6 Hooded Arctic jacket
7 Unspecified degree
8 Org. with a “Speak Freely” blog
9 Gooey mass
10 Some HDTVs
11 Was
12 Turn loose
13 Unmoved
18 Portuguese explorer Vasco
21 Italian alternative
24 Stomach-related
27 Bridal party rides
29 Chinese currency
30 Insert into an email, as a video
33 Commando garb, for short
36 Pleasant forecast word
37 Live-in helper, perhaps
38 In equal shares
39 Cast a spell, say
40 Passed out
45 Freshen by opening windows
47 Written relinquishing of rights
48 “Skin Mind Balance” brand
49 Cash in
51 Former CNN journalist David
53 Hummus brand
56 Lower jaw
57 Pulitzer poet Sexton
59 Letter-shaped brace
61 English lit degrees

© 2015 The Mepham Group. All rights reserved.

The LA Times
Crossword Puzzle

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is an 8 -- Your ideas are 
catching on. Imagine total success 
without relying on fantasy. Share 
news through friends. Secrets may 
be revealed. Prioritize love, integrity 
and honor.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is an 8 -- Fantasies and 
illusions could obscure your view, 
especially regarding income and 
personal finances. Ask for what you 
want clearly and get it. There’s profit 
potential.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is a 9 -- Put your confidence 
to good use. Clarify ideas and 
accomplish more than imagined. 
What you’re building has long-lasting 
value. Talk about what you love.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is a 6 -- A sense of purpose 
could feel illusive. Find a quiet spot to 
meditate on it. Get outside and spend 
time with trees and nature.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 -- Share support, 
resources and encouragement with 
friends. Hope rises through a distant 
connection. Avoid outrageous 
suggestions and prioritize practical 
moves. Collaborate and pull together.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is an 8 -- Abandon a fantasy 
and focus on practical professional 
priorities. The work you’ve done 
reflects you well. Don’t cut quality 
corners. Someone important is paying 
attention.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is a 7 -- Expand your territory 
for adventure and discovery. Separate 
potential opportunity from fantasy. 
Talk about your dream explorations, 
destinations and subjects of 
fascination. Plot and plan.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is an 8 -- Discuss future 
dreams and plans with your partner 
and team. Dispel unrealistic fantasies 
while retaining a clear possibility. 
Collaborate for a shared vision.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today is a 7 -- Romance arises in 
conversation. Creative collaboration 
leads to imaginative solutions. Sift 
out the wildest ideas and stick to 
practical priorities. Brainstorm and 
create possibilities together.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is an 8 -- Illusions and 
mysteries abound. Prioritize 
your work and health. Focus on 
practicalities rather than time-sucking 
distractions. Strengthen physical 
energy with rest, good food and 
exercise.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Today is an 8 -- You’re especially 
creative and romantic. A beautiful 
mystery proves seductive. Let your 
imagination run wild; while only 
implementing plans with success 
potential. Express appreciations and 
invitations.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 7 -- Home and family 
hold your heart. Talk is cheap; focus 
on practical priorities for domestic 
renovation or upgrades. Inspire 
others by your example. Overcome 
old fears.

HOROSCOPES If January 8th
is Your Birthday...

Dreams come true this year. Put in the backstage efforts that allow your star to 
rise. Winter accomplishments come before a change impacts your partnership. 
A transition or breakdown this summer leads you to a romantic and creative 
breakthrough. Grow and develop strong connections.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(C)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

                    Deadlines
Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication

Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days
prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252 DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarketplace

Direct
Support

Professional
We are currently 

recruiting for motivated 
and enthusiastic 

individuals to work 
with residents with 

development disabilities 
of all ages!

A great opportunity for 
psychology and social 
work students! Various 

shifts available including 
PT and FT.

Pay up to $11/hr.
For more information click 

thru to http://jobs.rsi-nc.org.

forward Justin Pierce said. “I 
think everyone was kinda shocked, 
and we started taking horrible shots. 
We started turning the ball over.”

North Carolina sank seven of its 
last eight shots to end the half, but 
still trailed 47-27 at the break to 
mark UNC’s largest halftime deficit 
ever in the Smith Center. On a night 
when Roy Williams could have 
passed his mentor in all-time wins, 
the head coach admitted he had a 
bad feeling before the game even 
started: “I said something to our staff 
[about], ‘I don’t like our attitude.’”

“I thought we were ready to 
p lay,”  senior  guard  Brandon 
Robinson says. “But Coach knows 
us better than we know ourselves 
sometimes, so if he felt that way, 
then we weren’t ready.”

The start of the second half was 
a different story — the Tar Heels 
ripped off a 16-5 run to cut the 
deficit to nine — but UNC was never 
able to clean up the mess from the 
first 20 minutes. Every time the lead 
was threatened, GT’s Moses Wright 
(22 points) or Jose Alvarado (25 
points, 4-6 from 3-point range) 
were there for a timely bucket. It 
was the kind of shotmaking UNC 
has sorely lacked all season, but 

especially sans Anthony.
“We knew Carolina was gonna 

come out in the second half, we knew 
the crowd was gonna be loud, but 
we managed ourselves well,” Pastner 
said. “...as a coach, you’re sick to your 
stomach inside because you can see 
it dwindling down a little bit, but 
our guards really managed the game 
during that time period.”

It’s a small miracle that UNC 
was able to put up 83 points, as 
eight minutes into the game the 
team was literally on pace for a 
10-point outing. The only Tar Heel 
who approached a complete game 
was Brooks, who had 35 points and 
11 rebounds. (“I don’t want to talk 

about it,” he said when asked about 
his career night.) Forget the game as 
a whole: a dry stretch like the one 
the Tar Heels had is enough for a 
recalibration of expectations.

“I think it’s definitely a reality 
check for all of us,” Pierce said. 
“I’ve never been to the NCAA 
Tournament, and I’m not taking 
it for granted just because I’m at 
Carolina that we’re gonna make the 
NCAA Tournament. I think people 
gotta freaking realize that just 
because we’re North Carolina we’re 
not gonna be a shoo-in...I’m a senior, 
I’ve never made the tournament, and 
I would be devastated if I don’t make 
the tournament.”

The Tar Heels showed flashes 
of a good team in the second half, 
with an even 20-40 from the field 
in the period, as well as five triples. 
But without a proven collection 
of scorers, and with Anthony still 
sidelined for at least the next few 
games, the remainder of the Tar 
Heels’ season could end up feeling 
as long as their first-half drought 
Saturday night.

“The season’s winding down. 
We’re in January already,” Pierce 
said. “From now on, every game is 
do or die.”

@ryantwilcox
sports@dailytarheel.com

GEORGIA TECH
FROM PAGE 9
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As I head into the next 
decade of my life, I can’t 
help but reflect on how 
much I have grown in 

the past 10 years. I started this decade 
in fourth grade, and while still a 
student, I definitely have gained some 
independence since then. 

In the last decade, I grew physically, 
emotionally and mentally, and I 
gained a greater understanding of 
myself and the world. Going from 
10 to 20 seems like the decade of the 
most individual growth someone can 
have. But I don’t want to count out the 
upcoming decade. 

Sure, I probably won’t grow 10 
inches by 2030 and I don’t have 
middle school to look forward to 
anymore, but I am by no means a 
finished person yet. As I am sitting 
here writing this, just two days into 
the new decade, I am setting five goals 
for myself for the next 10 years. 

With a whole decade ahead, maybe 
these resolutions can provide some 
guidance. These are goals for the 
decade, but maybe they just reflect 
this moment in my life and will change 
overtime. Still, my hope is that one 
day, whenever and wherever I may be, 
these resolutions will be complete. 

Spend time with my family — 
old and new. 

With a new decade coming up, who 
knows how my family will change. I 
hope to enjoy the moments with the 
family I have today and to embrace 
new members along the way. My 
father always says, “Never forget the 
village that raised you,” and I want that 
sentiment to guide my next 10 years.

Learn how to speak Urdu 
fluently. 

This has been a challenge since 
before the last decade even, but 
the onus is on me now to learn the 
language. Crossing the language 
barrier and speaking the language 
of my ancestors is something I have 
always wanted. In this decade, I want 
to make it happen.

Write whenever I can. 

In the last decade, I found power, 
identity and community in writing. It 
is something I love to do, and I hope 
that love continues in the next decade. 
Even if it is a paragraph in a journal or 
a short article a week, I want writing to 
be a part of my life in some way.

Understand my place in the 
world. 

Read. Listen. Try to understand. In 
the next decade, I want to learn more 
about who I am, where I come from 
and who I want to be. As well, we live 
in uncertainty often, but I hope to gain 
(some) more clarity over the next 10 
years and better be able to lead my life 
in an empathetic way.

Prioritize my happiness and 
well-being. 

If this last decade taught me 
anything, it is that me being happy and 
confident makes my life a whole lot 
better. In the next decade, I challenge 
myself to remember what it took 
to learn this lesson and to continue 
leading my life with happiness and 
well-being as the end-goal. If I can do 
that, I know I will have succeeded.

opinion@dailytarheel.com

In the spring semester of 
this past year, The Daily 
Ta r  He e l  p u b l i s h e d  a 
deeply tone-deaf article 

on boba popularity at UNC. A 
culturally-important drink? No 
— it’s trendy. It’s a fad. It doesn’t 
necessitate a quote from a student 
of its background.

Student outrage was swift . 
I n  r e s p o n s e ,  f r o n t - f a c i n g , 
management-sponsored apologies 
were issued. 

And then came the true feelings 
—  u n a p o l o ge t i c  c l o s e d - d o o r 
conversations were held, with 
emphasis placed on the short-term 
memory of students and how it 
would all blow over soon. 

And on marched the The Daily 
Tar Heel. 

So when the Daily Tar Heel 
recently published a piece on 
student theater over the past 
decade, I was not surprised in the 
slightest when it completely ignored 
the critical role of the Black Arts 
Theatre Company. Additionally, 
the author of that piece included 
a segment on diversity and then 
jarringly ignored race.

Black Arts Theatre Company, 
founded in the last year by junior Liz 
Howard, is a central reflection of the 
changing face of the arts at UNC. It’s 
doing what few other organizations 
at  UNC have done;  tackl ing 
opportunity and representation 
in the arts for people of color and 
Black students especially.

But perhaps more importantly, it’s 
telling their stories — stories that have 
so often been ignored or censored. 

Just two months ago, the BATC 
performed a powerful rendition of 
“Black Girl, Interrupted,” a Black 
journalist’s exploration of trauma 
and truth. It’s a story created by a 
Black woman, directed by a Black 
woman and about Black women. 
Without the championing of and 
support for diverse narratives, this 
story never would have had the 
opportunity to be told.

So here I am again, faced with 
the same dilemma I had after the 
boba article. Last year, I invited 
someone to write a guest column, 
and it was a very powerful response. 
This time, I can’t outsource my 
opinion. I have to say it — because 
being silent is being complicit. 

The diversity of The Daily Tar 
Heel, is deeply, critically, painfully 
lacking. And that is innumerably 
reflected in the content produced 
by this institution. But don’t just 
take my word for it — listen to 
former University Desk Editor 
Leah Asmelash:

“The DTH has a race problem. 
A diversity problem. A problem 
in general. But it’s not because of 
recruitment — it’s because this 
office does not create a welcoming 
space for its people of color, does 
not allow them to thrive; they 
are damned if they speak up and 
damned if they don’t.”

Damned if we do, damned if we 
don’t. Huh.

If you’re a student, you can 
likely scrape by in social isolation, 
hearing the same stories and 
promoting the same viewpoints. 

But if you’re a student journalist, 
the onus falls infinitely more on 
you to understand, interpret and 
then deliver the whole picture. The 
good, the bad, the ugly. The truth.

The promotion of  minority 
perspectives in both story-telling 
and staffing is critical to ensuring 
the integrity and success of the 
paper. Without reporters of color 
staffing the Daily Tar Heel, we 
would never have received Kyra 
Miles’ incredible initial delve into 
Black Arts Theatre Company and its 
bright future; Crystal Yu’s culturally 
immersive report on immigration 
and Chinese restaurants in Chapel 
Hill; Praveena Somasundaram’s 
exploration of the campaign for 
an Asian American Center and 
promotion of the Asian American 
identity in the South.

Being able to ignore the stories, 
the lived experiences and the 
traumas of people of color is 
privilege in action. It’s the pervasive 
nature of race dynamics. It’s the 
Daily Tar Heel ultimately failing 
our audience.

opinion@dailytarheel.com
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2020 STEM predictions

T            he year 2019 was one of 
the most groundbreaking 
years of science yet: from 
imaging the first black 

hole to Google achieving quantum 
supremacy to the advancement 
of personalized genomics into a 
commercialized, at-home testing 
kit. If 2019 was any indication of the 
way science is advancing, it’s likely 
difficult to predict anything for the 
upcoming year. 

Nevertheless, here are my top 
three predictions for science, 
technology and policy in 2020, 
with some of these things being 
researched right here at UNC.

1. Science: CRISPR-based cures.
 
We saw it in 2019 (although it may 

have been unethical), with Dr. He 
Jiankui, who was criminalized for 
his experiment involving genetically-
edited babies who were now less 
susceptible to contracting HIV. 
CRISPR-Cas9 is a gene-editing tool 
that allows researchers to easily alter 
DNA sequences and modify gene 
functions. It is a tool that is currently 

being used in a variety of disease-based 
research projects, including cancer, 
blood disorders, AIDS, blindness, 
cystic fibrosis and muscular dystrophy. 

These diseases all have some 
genetic component, which means 
that there is also a potential way 
to prevent them through genetic 
editing. With the advancement of 
the CRISPR tool, and the use of 
entire commercial companies being 
instituted to perfect and utilize the 
new technology, this year definitely 
looks bright for genomic research. 

2. Technology: Voice-assisted 
Artificial Intelligence will move into 
the spotlight. 

Everyone thought it was coming 
with the introduction of Siri on our 

phones — until we realized we might 
be able to type faster than repeating 
ourselves until she really figured out 
what we were asking. Then it was 
Alexa, and then Google Home and 
then Microsoft Cortana; the pursuit 
for a perfect voice-assisted AI has been 
in the works for over five years now. 

With the advancement of cloud 
technology and AI, as well as the 
huge amount of data we have been 
able to collect to train algorithms 
for speech recognition accuracy, an 
impressive voice assistant is likely 
coming our way in 2020. We’ ll 
see it in use in customer-service 
applications (that person you’ll talk 
to when you need to return those 
pair of jeans that don’t fit?), in 
cars (finally, being able to skip that 
song without risking a ticket!) and 
in-home alarm and control systems 
(Alexa, turn on the coffee machine). 

It seems like a science-fiction 
d r e a m  t o  n o t  h a v e  t o  t y p e 
things anymore, and although a 
keyboard-less future may not be 
achieved in 2020, we can expect 
significant advancement towards 
that this year.

3 .  P o l i c y :  L e g i s l a t i o n  o n 
data (biological, political and 
intellectual) use by privately-owned 
companies will be introduced by 
governmental bodies. 

In the words of Clive Humby, “data 
is the new oil.” Technology companies 
such as Amazon, Facebook and 
Google have been able to monetize 
individual’s data to stop revenue 
leaks, infer customer satisfaction, 
and improve marketing techniques. 
These companies have been able to 
put out targeted advertisements, 
hide certain posts and content and 
push favorable products based on the 
data they’ve managed to collect. 

This procedure has already made 
strides into the political sector, with 
political candidates such as Andrew 
Yang proposing policy to prevent 
misuse of individual’s data. With the 
current state of technology and the 
fact that data is the one resource that 
we are creating exponentially, I’d say 
that legislation governing data privacy 
laws isn’t too far ahead in our future.

opinion@dailytarheel.com

SPEAK OUT

WRITING GUIDELINES
• Please type. Handwritten letters 

will not be accepted.
• Sign and date. No more than two 
 people should sign letters.
• Students: Include your year, major 

and phone number. 
• Faculty/staff: Include your 

department and phone number. 
• Edit: The DTH edits for space, 

clarity, accuracy and vulgarity. 
Limit letters to 250 words. 

SUBMISSION
• Drop off or mail to our office 

at 109 E. Franklin St. Chapel 
Hill, NC 27514  Email: opinion@
dailytarheel.com

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Columns, cartoons 
and letters do not necessarily 
represent the opinions of The Daily 
Tar Heel or its staff.  Editorials reflect 
the opinions of The Daily Tar Heel 
editorial board, which comprises 
15 board members, the opinion 
assistant editor and editor and the 
editor-in-chief.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“Mentally I’m 
already on next 
year, that’s some 
20/20 clear vision” 
Drake, “Gold Roses” by Rick Ross ft. 
Drake

Abhishek 
Shankar
is a junior studying 
environmental 
health sciences 
from Cary, N.C.

The Daily Tar Heel is 
failing minorities

New 
decade 

resolutions

Rajee Ganesan 
is a sophomore 
studying 
quantitative biology, 
computer science 
and statistics from 
from Cary, N.C.

COMIC ILLUSTRATION BY YOUNG HUER                @YOUNG_HUER

COLUMN
Abbas Hasan
is a sophomore 
studying American 
studies and 
political science 
from Plano, T.X. 
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