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Coal ash sites put environment at risk
By Sascha Medina

Staff Writer

In 2013, the Town of Chapel Hill 
discovered a coal ash site under the 
Chapel Hill Police Station, which 
some say could pose a threat to the 
drinking water of nearby residents. 

The site contains 60,000 cubic 
yards of coal ash that was dumped in 
a 4.5 acre area in the 1960s and 1970s.

Although the Town is stil l 
conducting a risk assessment, several 
reports conducted by the Town 
through environmental consultants 
said heavy metals were detected in the 
groundwater and soil at the site. This 
could be a risk to the ecological health 
of the Bolin Creek natural area. 

Coal ash contains a toxic mix of 
heavy metals such as lead, arsenic 
and more pollutants that can damage 
human health by causing cancer, 
heart disease and other health issues.

Heavy metals  in bodies  of 
water also pose a threat to the 
environment.  Toxic  coal  ash 
pollutants in water can kill aquatic 
life, cause deformities and increase 
concentrations of toxins, increasing 
the risk of ingestion of the pollutants 
by humans and animals. 

The Town’s  Human Health 
and Ecological Risk Assessment 

Ella Layn
Staff Writer

Voters in Orange County and 
across North Carolina are turning 
out in record numbers as the 
election approaches.

Over 4.5 million voters in North 
Carolina have already cast their 
ballots. This means over 60 percent 
of the state has already voted for the 
Nov. 3 election.

Mary-Kate Appanaitis, a junior 
at UNC, opted to vote via an 
absentee ballot. 

“I felt that submitting a mail-in 
ballot would be the most effective 
and safest way to vote due to 
COVID,” she said. 

Appanaitis said being able to vote 
early and then easily track her ballot 
was a priority in this election, due 
to the controversy of when mail-in 
ballots will or won’t be counted. She 
said making sure her vote counts 
is important because she feels this 
election’s outcome will likely affect 
her post-college life. 

Jessica Medlin, a UNC sophomore 
and early voter, cast her ballot in 
person at the Chapel of the Cross. 

“I already knew who I wanted to 
vote for, so I didn’t see a point in 
waiting any longer,” Medlin said. 

Medlin, a first-time voter, said 
she considers this one of the most 
important elections in her lifetime 
and wanted to be sure that her voice 
was heard. She said she knows that a 
lot of young people don’t always get 
out to the polls, so it felt good to do 
her part. 

The number of people who 
voted early in North Carolina this 
year surpassed how many people 
voted early in the state in the 2016 
general election. 

North Carolina’s early in-person 
voting period began Oct. 15 and 
ended Oct. 31. This voting period 
allowed registered voters to cast their 

4.5 million 
votes cast 

before 
election

Meet the parking deck musician
By Elizabeth Egan

Assistant Arts & Culture

Anyone on Rosemary Street is 
likely to hear the rush of cars going 
by, the clang of doors while patrons 
enter and exit restaurants, and 
people chatting on the sidewalk. 
But this year, there’s a new sound 
— music from a trombone wafting 
into the evening from the parking 
garage on the corner of Rosemary 
and Columbia streets.

The sound of the trombone 
belongs to UNC senior Christian 

Boletchek,  who has taken to 
practicing in the parking garages 
most nights a week. 

Boletchek, a bass trombone player 
who is majoring in music, said he 
began practicing in the parking 
garage because of the lack of options 
for other rehearsal spaces due to 
COVID-19 safety restrictions. 

Boletchek said because of COVID-
19 guidelines, the UNC Department 
of Music has been forced to restrict 
the number of hours each student 
is allowed to practice in the music 
buildings. He said the hour he was 

given in the practice rooms was not 
enough for the amount of time he 
wanted to practice each day.

So, he got creative. 
“I just come out here because 

it’s less disruptive than playing in 
my apartment and there’s nobody 
around,” Boletchek said. 

Jay Harper, the media technician 
for the music department, said 
students who don’t have a good 
place to practice can be granted 
permission by their instructors and 
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Christian Boletchek, a senior music major, practices his trombone in a 
parking deck on Rosemary Street in Chapel Hill on Saturday, Oct. 31, 2020.

UVA tight end Tony Poljan (87) reaches between UNC defensive backs Don 
Chapman (2) and Cam’Ron Kelly (9) for a touchdown during a game on Oct. 31. 

will more completely characterize 
the risks and help determine 
the remediation plan. Since the 
discovery, several reports have been 
conducted and preliminary findings 
were released in May 2019. The 
findings suggested a slight increase 
in risk associated with the site 
compared to previous reports. 

What did the reports find? 

In all reports, coal ash was 
detected at the site and hazardous 
heavy metals such as manganese, 
arsenic, cobalt and chromium were 
detected in groundwater — water 
held below the surface — and soil 
samples. Water and sediment 

samples from Bolin Creek also 
showed elevated levels of coal ash 
contaminants, indicating potential 
groundwater contamination.

D e s p i t e  t h e  g r o u n d w a t e r 
contamination findings, the 2017 
report states coal ash is not in 

UNC fails in comeback bid against UVA
By Mary Mac Porter

Senior Writer

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA — The No. 
15 North Carolina football team 
is now painfully familiar with the 
bitter taste that attaches itself to 
unrealized hope. The Tar Heels 
dropped the second game of the 
season to the unranked Virginia, 
44-41, on a cold Halloween Saturday 
night in Charlottesville. 

UNC watched the final embers 
of its comeback hopes die as the 
Cavaliers converted a fake punt on 
fourth-and-3. For the second time 
this season, the Tar Heels’ electric 
offense watched from the sidelines as 
the opposing team took a knee and 
the comeback they ignited fell short.

Since Mack Brown was named 
head coach, the North Carolina 

football team has lost eight games by a 
combined 32 points. For UNC fans, it 
feels like it always comes down to that 
final play, the dropped pass, the missed 
fourth down stop.

Contrary to popular belief, football 
games —even close ones— are not 
won or lost in the final minutes. 
Football games are decided in the 
details: extra yards squeezed out 
of a run, missed tackles, turnovers, 
penalty yards. They’re decided by 
muffed punts and fumbled laterals— 
points left on the field, that haunt 
you like ghosts in close defeats.

The Tar Heels are becoming all too 
familiar with when exactly games are 
decided as they continue to ignite a 
comeback effort seemingly after the 
sparks have already been stomped out. 

SEE COAL ASH, PAGE 11

SEE FOOTBALL LOSS, PAGE 3 SEE VOTING, PAGE 4

SEE TROMBONE PLAYER, PAGE 11
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ballot at

There are 50 coal ash disposal sites in North 
Carolina, 31 of which could be hazardous.
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CORRECTIONS
 
The Daily Tar Heel reports 

any inaccurate information 
published as soon as the 

error is discovered.

 Contact Editorial Managing 
Editor Brandon Standley  at: 

managing.editor@dailytarheel.com 
with issues about this policy.

 
Editorial corrections will be 

printed on this page. Errors 
committed on the Opinion 
Page have corrections 
printed on that page. 
Corrections also are noted 
in the online versions of our 

stories.

University refutes claim of armed person on campus

UNC community grapples with Zoom instruction

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/NOUR ZARROUK
Students struggle to stay focused during Zoom classes with many distractions 
and have difficulties making connections with instructors and fellow students.

By Sara Raja
Staff Writer

Students’ day-to-day routines are 
altered with Zoom classes, and the 
new online learning format leaves 
some students struggling to stay 
focused and engaged.

Some students are easily distracted 
during Zoom classes and say it is harder 
to make connections with instructors 
and classmates. But finding structure 
and creating a routine can help.

 Struggling to focus

Maya Tadross, a psychology major 

at UNC, said not being in a classroom 
makes it harder for her to focus.

“With Zoom, you can be doing it 
really anywhere, so wherever I am, 
my brain feels like it’s not the place 
and time for learning,” Tadross said. 
“It’s very easy to just get caught up in 
something else for a few seconds and 
then be totally behind.”

S o c i o l o g y  m a j o r  K a t e l y n 
Bailey said when she attends 
early morning Zoom classes in 
her dark room, she can easily fall 
back asleep. She said the lack of 
structure can be difficult.

“It can be a good thing i f you want 
to go do something for the day and 

you can just Zoom from another 
house, but it’s definitely not good as 
opposed to having to get up and walk 
to class and being awake,” she said.

Tadross and Bailey said they 
prefer synchronous classes to 
asynchronous ones, where they 
struggle to keep up with lectures.

Marc Howlett, an academic coach 
at UNC’s Learning Center, said the 
lack of structure and transitional time 
that comes with Zoom is an issue for 
many students he has worked with.

“One of the main differences 
b e t w e e n  Z o o m  c l a s s e s  a n d 
in-person classes is that in person, 
you need to go somewhere, you 
don’t live in your classroom,” he 
said. “So, you have to get up, you 
have to walk or take the bus, and 
there’s a transitional period there.”

Creating connections

Another barrier to staying engaged 
over Zoom is the difficulty of making 
connections in class, Howlett said. 
For some students, he said it is harder 
to participate and get to know their 
classmates and professors over Zoom.

Gabriel  Trop,  an associate 
professor of German and adjunct 
associate professor of comparative 
literature uses breakout rooms for 
students to discuss texts. But he 
said they do not work as well as 
an in-person class, where he can 
monitor different groups and more 

easily answer questions.
Trop said building community in 

his classes has also been more difficult.
“So much of teaching is energy,” 

he said. “It’s about smiling, laughing, 
telling jokes, building a community. 
In language learning in particular, 
language learning happens when 
meaning is being created and 
negotiated and there are real 
conversations that are emerging, 
and that’s been possible but difficult 
over Zoom.”

Trop said he tries to make it easier 
for students to engage by asking 
students yes or no questions that can 
develop into a discussion, instead of 
letting open questions hang in the air 
or randomly calling on students.

Howlett said students struggling 
to stay engaged in Zoom classes 
should reach out to their teaching 
assistants and professors for help. 
They can make an appointment at 
the Learning Center or the Writing 
Center for help with academics and 
time management.

Though Trop said he has been very 
impressed with how his students 
have motivated themselves to learn 
online, he said Zoom classes cannot 
become the new normal.

“There’s really no replacing the 
cognitive benefits of an engaged and 
embodied communicative situation,” 
Trop said.

university@dailytarheel.com

The hope that bubbles up in UNC 
fans late in the game is familiar. 
There’s  no doubt that North 
Carolina’s aggressive Air Raid 
offense can make any game seem 
in reach, especially when junior 
receiver Dyami Brown, smothered by 
an interfering defender, finds a way 
to come up with a 50-50 ball late in 
the game en route to 240 receiving 
yards on the night.

It’s the same hope that seeps into 
the UNC players and propels them 
towards unfathomable comebacks, 
when other teams would simply 
crumble. The gut punch fans feel as 

hope dies is also felt by the players.
“Up until the clock hits zero we 

didn’t think we were ever going to lose 
the game,” linebacker Chazz Surratt 
said. “We’ve got a lot of resiliency. 
We’re tough players. We always think 
we know we’re going to win.”

But as the Tar Heels once again 
faced a three-possession game in 
the third quarter and fall short 
of a stunning comeback, it’s the 
overlooked moments in the game 
that seem to haunt them, even more 
than the memorable fourth down 
conversions or the disappointing 
dropped passes.

“We made a lot of mistakes in 
this game. We left a lot of points out 
there,” sophomore quarterback Sam 

Howell said. “I turned the ball over, 
we had a muffed punt, we kicked a 
lot of field goals in the red zone.”

If the Tar Heels hadn’t missed the 
field goal in the second quarter or if 
the dropped lateral by senior receiver 
Dazz Newsome had resulted in any 
points, the turnout of Saturday’s 
game might have been different.

While the resilience that the Tar 
Heels seem to muster in the final 
quarters of the game speaks to the 
character of this team, losses like 
Saturday and against Florida State 
demonstrate that shining in the later 
part of the game simply isn’t enough. 
Sometimes no matter how strong the 
comeback fire feels, it’s not enough to 
close the gap.

“I think we just need to come 
out faster in the first half, and 
do better on special teams, and 
the penalties have been hurting 
us,” junior linebacker Jeremiah 
Gemmel said.

The Tar Heels will look to remedy 
these problems as they look forward 
to next Saturday’s game against 
Duke, but teams have seen that 
North Carolina is vulnerable if you 
capitalize on their early mistakes and 
slow defensive starts.

“It’s not good enough to fight back 
and be close,” Brown said. “Close 
doesn’t help you. You’ve got to win.” 

@MaryMacPorter1
sports@dailytarheel.com

DTH/TARYN REVOIR
On Friday at 11:47 a.m., Alert Carolina sent a message to shelter in place due to an armed individual near the ACC. 

By Maddie Ellis
University Editor

University police reported an 
armed and dangerous person at the 
Ambulatory Care Center, located 
at 102 Mason Farm Rd, in an Alert 
Carolina message Friday morning.

But over three hours later, the 
University announced that there 
was no evidence of an armed 
individual being at the Ambulatory 
Care Center Friday. 

Vice Chancellor for Institutional 
Integrity & Risk Management 
George Battle said in a statement 
that an unspent bullet was found 
on the scene, and UNC Police 
determined the bullet belonged to 
a responding officer on the scene. 

The original Alert Carolina 
m e s s a g e  o r d e r e d  r e c i p i e n t s 
to shelter in place and “avoid 
area near ACC.” The University 
confirmed in a second message 
that the armed individual was 
near the Ambulatory Care Center.  
The University also activated Alert 
Carolina sirens.

University Police advised all 
students, faculty and staff to:

• Go inside immediately.
• Close windows and doors.
• Stay until further notice.
• C o m p l y  w i t h  d i r e c t i o n s 

from emergency responders or 
University officials.

What happened?

• Orange County 911 alerted 
UNC Police of a 911 call reporting 
a n  a r m e d  i n d i v i d u a l  a t  t h e 
Ambulatory Care Center at 11:31 

a.m. Friday.
• UNC Police arrived at the scene 

at 11:34 a.m.
• UNC issued the Alert Carolina at 

11:42 a.m. and evacuated the building 
without confirmation of an armed 
individual, Battle said. 

• The all-clear was issued at 
12:21 p.m. — less than an hour 
after the Alert Carolina sirens 
were activated — after a search and 
review of security camera footage.

“We recognize there was a 
gap in communication while the 

investigation was ongoing to confirm 
there was no threat on campus. We 
apologize to our campus community 
for the delay in communications 
about those details, but we want 
to make sure any information we 
share is as accurate and as complete 
as possible,” Battle said in the 
statement.

Battle said he is grateful for 
the response of UNC Police, UNC 
Hospital Police, Town and county 
law enforcement agencies.

There was no change to the class 

schedule, UNC Media Relations 
said in an email to the DTH Friday. 

The Commission on Campus 
Equality and Student Equity said in 
a tweet that it encouraged faculty to 
not hold classes for the remainder 
of Friday.

“The Commission urges the 
University to not normalize violence 
and spikes in anxiety and stress 
among students,” the commission 
said in the tweet.

university@dailytarheel.com

FOOTBALL LOSS
FROM PAGE 1
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A sign indicates the future site of the Freedom Park at the corner of South Wilmington and East Lane Street in Raleigh.

By Trevor Moore
Staff Writer

A new park located in the heart 
of North Carolina’s capital will 
help schoolchildren learn about 
Black history and honor the African 
American experience in the state.

Freedom Park, which could open 
to the public by 2022, will be located 
in Raleigh between the North 
Carolina Legislative Building and the 
Governor’s Mansion. State officials 
and those who pushed for the park’s 
creation broke ground on Oct. 7.

The Beacon of Freedom, the park’s 
centerpiece, will be the first state 
monument to honor the African 
American struggle for freedom in 
North Carolina. 

The park was designed by Phil 
Freelon, who died in 2019. Freelon’s 
son, Durham City Council member 
Pierce Freelon, said in an email 
that he was surprised a monument 
recognizing the African American 
struggle for freedom took this long 
to be built. 

“Black folks have made such 
significant contributions to the 
history and culture of North 
Carolina, my main thought is: 
‘what took so long?’” Pierce Freelon 
said in the email. “It reveals the 
extent to which systemic racism 

has historically worked to erase 
black folks from existence: from the 
history books, from the polls and 
from political power.”

He said Freedom Park is an 
important part of his father’s legacy. 

“He always mentioned the 
Freedom Park as one of his proudest 
achievements ,  a longside  the 
Smithsonian National Museum 
of African-American History and 
Culture,” Pierce Freelon said.

The park’s design is meant to 
educate visitors on Black history. 
Inscriptions on features located 
throughout the park will tell the story 
of the African American struggle in 
North Carolina.

According to the Freedom Park 
website, there are also plans for 
the park to feature educational 
programming through an LED screen 
on a building located near the park.

The park will become a regular 
stop on schoolchildren’s visits to 
Raleigh, according to the park’s 
website. In 2019, Raleigh served 
almost 315,000 visitors through 
Capital Area Visitor Services, the 
department that schedules field trips 
at state-owned points of interest.

The Freedom Park website 
provides a flexible curriculum, titled 
“The African American Experience 
in North Carolina.” The curriculum 

was developed in conjunction with 
the North Carolina Department of 
Public Instruction, and is intended 
to be implemented into eighth grade 
classes before field trips.

Visitors can expect to start visiting 
Freedom Park in 2022, the Freedom 
Park Board of Directors Secretary 
Victoria Gallagher said.

“We have about $700,000 to raise 
to light the beacon,” Gallagher said. 
“We’re very confident we’ll be able to 
do that in the next six months or so, 
which means the park would finally 
be completed and ready to ribbon 
cut in 2022.”

Gallagher began working on the 
Freedom Park project 18 years ago, 
when the park was first proposed.

“People don’t always realize this, 
but the Washington Monument 
in Washington D.C. took 33 years 
before it was built,” Gallagher said.

The park is taking donations to 
meet its funding goal.

“One of my father’s other legacy 
projects is NorthStar Church of the 
Arts, which is named after Polaris, 
the star that enslaved Africans 
followed get to freedom,” Freelon 
said. “Perhaps this beacon will serve 
as a symbolic North Star, leading us 
closer to freedom.”

city@dailytarheel.com

ballot at any polling site within 
their county. 

Orange County Elections Director 
Rachel Raper said while mail-in voting 
has increased in comparison to the 
2016 election, in-person, early voting 
is on par with the county’s numbers 
from 2016. 

“Early voting has always been 
popular in Orange County,” she said. 

Orange County has received 35,000 
absentee ballot requests, 23,000 of 
which have been returned, Raper 
said. She said of the county’s registered 
voters, 58 percent cast their ballots 
either through the mail or in person 
prior to Election Day.

As far as Election Day goes, mail-
in ballots in North Carolina must be 
received by Nov. 12 with a required 
postmark of Nov. 3 or earlier. 

Polling sites in Orange County are 
open from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on 
Election Day. Voters must show up at 
their assigned polling place in order 
to vote. 

You can find your polling place at 
www.ncsbe.gov.

@ella_layn
city@dailytarheel.com
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Nisha Iyer turns in her ballot at the early voting site at University Place on Oct. 
20, 2020. She is one of over 4.5 million N.C. voters to cast their ballots early.

Raleigh park to memorialize 
Black experience in N.C.

VOTING
FROM PAGE 1

How we covered 
this election

The election is Tuesday, but The 
Daily Tar Heel’s coverage began 
months ago. 

During our coverage of the March 
primary, the DTH decided to try 
something new with our election 
coverage — asking our readers what 
they wanted to read about. 

We spread a survey asking UNC 
students what issues they cared the 
most about, and what formats they 
wanted election-related stories to 
be in. 

The survey received over 70 
responses. Respondents told us 
obstacles that prevented them from 
voting included voting taking too long 
and not knowing who’s on the ballot. 

We focused a significant amount 
of our coverage on how to vote by 
mail, early, as well as in person, 
through articles and infographics 
on social media. 

Issues respondents told us they 
cared about included health care, 
education/student debt, civil rights, 
wages and labor, LGBTQ rights and 
policies and the environment. 

Our 2020 Voter Guide profiled 
where candidates down the ballot 
stand on these issues. 

We also worked with six other 
student newsrooms in North 
Carolina through a collaborative 
called One Vote N.C. to produce 
an online and print voter guide 
profiling N.C. General Assembly 
candidates across the state. We 
asked each candidate five questions 
students told us they wanted to know 
the answer to, including what the 
candidates look for in UNC System 
Board of Governor’s candidates and 
how they’re approaching the issue of 
student debt. 

We also created election-related 
stories in non-traditional formats. 

We launched an eight-episode 
podcast called Before You Vote, 
about what students in North 
Carolina should know about voting. 
The podcast discusses how races 
down the ballot impact students, 

how to vote in North Carolina and 
how student leaders are working to 
engage young and minority voters. 

We’ve written data stories about 
topics like voter turnout, with 
interactive maps and data elements. 

We hope that our stories have 
helped empower students and North 
Carolinians to vote. But our coverage 
isn’t over yet. 

On Election Day, Daily Tar Heel 
reporters will be at polling places, 
at election parties and reporting 
unofficial results live as they come 
in. Our reporting will be based 
off of data from the N.C. Board of 
Elections and what voters at the polls 
have told us. 

If there are still questions you 
want us to answer before, during 
or after Election Day, let us know. 
If you encounter long lines or a 
problem with your ballot, we want 
to know. You can text “ASK DTH” 
to 73-224, send us an email at 
city@dailytarheel.com or find us on 
Twitter @DTHCityState.

Election Day is Nov. 3. If you 
haven’t voted yet and are registered 
to vote in North Carolina, polls are 
open from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
You can find your polling place at 
the state Board of Election’s voter 
registration lookup tool. You are not 
required to bring photo ID to your 
polling location. 

Happy voting!

 city@dailytarheel.com

Sonia Rao
is a UNC sophomore 
economics and 
journalism major 
and the City & State 
editor of the DTH.

Anna Pogarcic 
is a UNC senior 
journalism and U.S. 
history major and 
the editor-in-chief of 
the DTH.

TALK TO US
As voting on Tuesday approaches, 
we want to hear from you.

• Have questions about voting 
or who is on the ballot? Run into 
trouble while voting? Text “ASK DTH” 
to 73-224 to chat with a reporter.

• You can also email us at 
city@dailytarheel.com, or you can 
find us on social media at 
@dailytarheel or on Twitter at 
@DTHCityState.



Monday, November 2, 2020

Sonia Rao Jordan Barish Henry Haney Brittany McGee

Graphic By: Garrett Bolter The Daily Tar Heel

The OC Report is a project that was launched in January, 
2019. Supported by a Strowd Roses grant, we seek to 

provide timely and quality local news to our Chapel Hill 
and Orange County readers. Subscribe to our weekly 

newsletter at dailytarheel.com/page/dth-subscription. 

And we want to hear from you. If you want to submit a
column or story idea, contact us at 

city@dailytarheel.com.
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Kayleigh Carpenter

OC Voice: 
Election 
Day is 

almost here

The OC Voice is a portion of the 
OC Report newsletter where local 
residents may have a platform to 
talk about local issues they care 
about. Gerry Cohen is a member of 
the Wake County Board of Elections 
and an adjunct professor at Duke 
University’s Sanford School of 
Public Policy. 

2020 has seen an enormous 
voter turnout already. Despite 
undergraduate classes in person 
canceled and 75 percent of dorm 
residents gone, through Sunday 
morning,  Orange County had 
50,214 in-person early votes and 
25,147 accepted mail ballots.  

The total of 75,361 is over 90 
percent of total  2016 Orange 
County turnout with Election Day 
yet to come, and is over 67 percent 
of all county registered voters. The 
Chapel of the Cross early voting site 
on Franklin Street next to campus 
had 6,391 early voters. Statewide, 
over 3.6 million voters early voted 
and nearly a million absentee 
ballots have already been cast. 

This incredible turnout is a 
testament to voters who care about 
this important election. If you have 
voted already, congratulations.

But what if you are one of the 33 
percent of Orange County voters 
(or of the 38 percent statewide) 
who have not yet voted? If you 
are a North Carolina resident and 
registered to vote, check your voter 
registration at https://vt.ncsbe.
gov/RegLkup/ (or go to www.
ncsbe.gov and navigate to “About 
Election Day Voting”).  

Find your polling place under 
“Election Day Polling Place” once 
you find your voter record and 
click on your name, and go vote 
there on Tuesday from 6:30 am 
to 7:30 pm. If you have moved 
from that address but still reside 
in the county (or are away from 
your voting address temporarily, 
perhaps returning for  spring 
semester), still go back to that 
polling place; you may be asked 
to vote a provisional ballot or be 
directed to the new one.  

For all students in UNC housing, 
the UNC precinct polling place is the 
Sonja Haynes Stone Center. 

What  i f  you  have  an  N.C. 
absentee ballot but haven’t send it 
in yet? All is not lost.  

You have several options: 
1. Just go ahead and vote in 

person Tuesday if you can, and 
discard the mail ballot.

2. Take it to your local county 
board of elections office Monday or 
Tuesday between 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and turn it in.

3. Go to a post office Monday 
or Tuesday, and go in and take 
your ballot envelope to the clerk 
at the counter.  Ask the clerk 
to hand postmark it, as ballots 
postmarked by Nov. 3 will count if 
your county gets it by Nov. 12. You 
might consider using Priority Mail, 
though that costs $7.50.

If you live in Orange County and 
want to make your voice heard on 
something you care about locally, 
email city@dailytarheel.com.

Gerry Cohen
is a member of the 
Wake County Board 
of Elections and an 
adjunct professor 
at Duke University’s 
Sanford School. 

DTH/SOPHIA ALEM
On Oct. 21st, 2020, Nathan Toben ran 77 miles in just over 12 hours to raise money for Triangle Bikeworks. 

By Elsa Karcher
Staff Writer

An Orange County man ran 77 
miles in a record-breaking time 
to raise money for local nonprofit 
Triangle Bike Works. 

On Oct. 21, Nathan Toben ran 
segment 10 of the Mountains-
to-Sea Trail in 12 hours and 24 
minutes, raising over $7,200 for 
Triangle Bikeworks.

Toben is an ultra-runner, meaning 
he runs distances that exceed a 
marathon distance of 26.2 miles. The 
sport varies from 50 kilometers (31.07 
miles) through mountain ranges to 24 
hours looping around a track. 

However, for Toben, ultra-running 
is not just physical exercise, but a test 
of mental fortitude. He first discovered 
the sport when he found a video by 
well-known ultra-runner, Rob Krar.

“He was talking about how when 
he ran these very long distances, it 
gave an opportunity to get closer to 
his depression and stare down his 
depression,” Toben said. 

Today, Toben is a seasoned ultra-
runner who most recently inspired 
local children in the Carrboro area by 
partnering with Triangle Bikeworks.

Toben said he was looking for a 
creative way to stay motivated in 
his training and engage with the 
Black Lives Matter movement while 
following COVID-19 safety guidelines. 
He said he owes a lot to the time he 
spent cycling as a child and the 
mental strength it instilled in him. His 
partner, Carina Gibson, said Toben 
was searching for an intentional way 
to give back.

Triangle Bikeworks is a nonprofit 
that provides organized cycling 
opportunities to inspire young 
people to conquer their fears, 
achieve audacious goals and discover 
who they want to be, Itza Salazar, 
the program manager of Triangle 
Bikeworks, said. The program 
provides adult mentors, social and 
emotional education and bike tours 

for children to retrace historical 
paths such as the Underground 
Railroad and the Trail of Tears.

She said the nonprofit’s goal is to 
help youth discover history told from 
the perspectives of people of color. 

Salazar said she found that 
Toben’s run paralleled the feats these 
children completed throughout the 
year and illustrated to the children 
that they could do anything.

“As we told the youth about what 
Nathan was doing, they were all 
like, ‘Oh my goodness, he’s crazy!’” 
she said. 

Toben and Salazar both believe 
physical exertion has a profound 

impact on individual growth.
Toben said he thinks there’s an 

interesting connection between 
safe suffering and self-awareness 
and confidence. He said he believes 
having a safe environment where 
you can bring your body to its 
limits can lead to self-growth. 

“I think there is this alchemy that 
takes place that not only encourages 
self-growth, but connection to 
wherever you were when that type 
of suffering took place,” he said.

S a l a z a r  s a i d  t h e  p h y s i c a l 
and mental challenge of biking 
allows the children a source of 
mindfulness and accomplishment.

“I like to tell them they get to 
go through bike therapy because 
you have so much time with just 
yourself and to reflect,” he said. 
“No one is pedaling the bike for 
you, this is all you, and when you 
accomplish something like that, it 
gives you a new perspective.” 

To  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  To b e n ’s 
fundraising, you can go to pledgeit.
org and type “77 miles” to find the 
donation webpage. To contribute 
to Triangle Bikeworks directly, 
you can either donate through its 
website or volunteer directly.

city@dailytarheel.com

Runner raises $7,200 for nonprofit

Two new restaurants open in Chapel Hill

DTH/MATT SHERIDAN
Despite closings, new businesses like Andrew Young’s Blue’s on Franklin try to find success during the pandemic.

By Dair McNinch
Staff Writer

Restaurant owners Annie Johnston 
and Andrew Young both overcame 
unique challenges while getting their 
new businesses up and running this 
year during the pandemic.

Market and Moss, Johnston’s latest 
project, opened in Southern Village 
on Oct. 22 and specializes in seasonal 
New American cuisine. 

Blue’s on Franklin, owned by 

Young, opened a day later and features 
Southern barbecue from the first wood 
smoker to be used in a restaurant in 
Chapel Hill. 

Blue’s on Franklin 

In addition to authentic North 
Carolina-style barbecue, the menu at 
Blue’s includes a variety of other dishes 
that feature smoked pork, as well as 
smoked wings, burgers, hot dogs and 
vegetarian options.

“The best stuff that can come out of 
that smoker isn’t just Eastern North 
Carolina barbecue,” he said. 

Young is a UNC graduate and grew 
up in Chapel Hill after his parents met 
while attending the University.  

The risks associated with opening 
a restaurant during the pandemic 
did nothing to stop Young from 
purchasing the space. In fact, the 
greatest challenges he faced were 
related to getting the permits needed 
to use the smoker indoors. 

After installing a new hood 
and vent, finishing the rest of the 
renovations and covering the walls 
with a multitude of UNC sports 
memorabilia, Young and his family 
welcomed a line out the door on 
opening weekend. 

Market and Moss

Johnston has owned La Vita Dolce 
Cafe for more than five years, which 
is where she discovered her love for 
growing businesses that in turn grow 
the community. She said she believes 
this can be accomplished by providing 
a positive space for people to come and 
take a break from their day and make 
new connections. 

In December 2019, Johnston 
saw an opportunity to extend these 
values into a full-service restaurant. 
She discovered that Seth Kingsbury, 
a former employer of hers, was 
interested in selling his restaurant 
three doors down from La Vita Dolce.  

Johnston focuses on serving New 
American dishes, with themes inspired 
by the food she was exposed to while 
visiting San Francisco.  

“Everything was super fresh, it was 
bright, and it also typically wasn’t 
heavy, so I would leave satisfied and 
refreshed but I didn’t need a nap,” 
Johnston said. 

She said Market and Moss features 
a seasonal menu that’s vibrant and 
creative and able to be eaten multiple 
times a week without making anyone 
feel lethargic. 

city@dailytarheel.com
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Candidates campaign through Instagram, TikTok

Students talk about what’s at 
stake this Election Day

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/MALAK HANNOSH
Jenna Wadsworth, a candidate for N.C. Agriculture Commissioner, uses 
TikTok to reach out to potential voters for her 2020 campaign.

DTH FILE/ANGELINA KATSANIS
Volunteer pollworker Natalie Szogas hands a sample ballot to a pair in line 
to vote early at Chapel of the Cross on Franklin Street on Oct. 15, 2020.

By Kathryn Goodwin
Staff Writer

This year’s election has been like 
no other. 

Rallies have transformed into 
drive-ins and campaigning live on 
the internet. Candidates have had to 
adjust to using new technology and 
social media platforms in order to 
reach voters. 

Jenna Wadsworth, the Democratic 
candidate for North Carolina 

commissioner of agriculture, has done 
just that. Her growing Instagram 
and TikTok presences reflect this 
campaigning shift since the advent 
of COVID-19. 

Wadsworth has over 2,400 followers 
on TikTok and Instagram and over 
5,000 followers on Twitter, which she 
said has allowed her to reach more 
young voters in ways that would not 
otherwise be safe or logistically possible 
during a pandemic. 

“I found that you can reach a 

By Jennifer Tran
Staff Writer

As Election Day approaches this 
week, students are making plans to 
get to the polls. And for the night 
of Nov. 3, students are preparing 
how to get through the upcoming 
news cycle. 

Ethan Boyd, a sophomore media 
and journalism major, said he will 
keep track of the election through 
Twitter and news sites that cover 
the results.

“It’s a little scary thinking about 
what’s going to happen and how the 
subsequent days after are going to 
unfold,” he said.

If you’re registered to vote in 
North Carolina and haven’t voted 
yet, you can vote in person on 
Nov. 3. 

 • Polls are open from 6:30 a.m. to 

7:30 p.m. Voters in line at 7:30 p.m. 

will be able to cast their ballot. 

• You must vote at your assigned 

polling place. You can find your 

polling place at vt.ncsbe.gov/

PPLKup/

• You do not need to bring a 

photo ID to vote.

• Masks and hand sanitizer will 

be available to all voters and social 

distancing will be enforced.

• You cannot return an absentee 

ballot to a polling site on 

Election Day. You can bring your 

ballot to your county board of 

elections by 5 p.m. or mail your 

ballot. Absentee ballots must be 

postmarked by Election Day.

• For more information about 

who to vote for, visit our Election 

Center at www.dailytarheel.com/

section/voting.

HOW TO VOTE ON ELECTION DAY

whole different group of voters and 
in a compelling, a more interesting 
and kind of visually appealing way,” 
Wadsworth said. 

The uptick in young voters seems 
to be the key in elections this season, 
similar to Obama’s 2008 campaign, 
Suzanne Globetti, a political science 
professor at UNC, said. Now, there 
are more platforms targeted at 
younger audiences.

Although social media use has 
significantly increased across all age 
groups since 2006, 90 percent of 
young voters ages 18 to 29 have some 
form of social media, according to 
data from the Pew Research Center. 
In contrast, 40 percent of voters above 
the age of 65 use social media. 

Globetti said many candidates have 
noticed this uptick in social media 
usage among young voters and are 
utilizing it to their advantage. 

For Wadsworth’s campaign, she 
sees social media as a critical tool for 
outreach. She said she recently talked 
to a farmer in western North Carolina 
who was young but didn’t know how to 
use Facebook to promote his business. 
This reaffirmed her belief that social 
media could benefit the farming 
industry — if people just knew how 
to use it.

“This is how we help raise the 
profile and awareness of what these 
small farmers are doing every day and 

allow them to be more economically 
successful and competitive moving 
forward,” she said.

Wadsworth, who is running 
against Republican incumbent Steve 
Troxler, grew up in Johnston County 
where she helped her grandparents 
on their farm. Her background in 
agriculture motivated her to run for 
a seat on the Wake County Soil and 
Water Conservation District Board 
of Supervisors in November of 2010 
while still studying at North Carolina 
State University. 

Wadsworth’s win in 2010 made 
her the youngest woman to hold a 
public office in North Carolina. If 
she wins, she will be the only out 
member of the LGBTQ community 
to serve as a constitutional officer in 
the state. 

She said in addition to Instagram, 
TikTok and Twitter, she’s also turned 
to Zoom events to spread her platform. 

“We try to post a number of 
them afterwards, so that way folks 
can watch or hear more about my 
platform or about specific issues,” 
she said. 

Austin Paschall, a UNC student, 
has noticed the influence social 
media can have as he prepared to 
vote this year.

“I would say social media is 
definitely an important platform in 
today’s age because, number one, 
everybody is on it, and number two, 
the young people that are on it as 
well,” Paschall said. 

Wadsworth says that she is a part 
of a political scene that is changing 
in more areas than agriculture.

“I’m running to take an industry 
that’s largely been left in the past and 
move it into the future,” she said.

@katgoodwin613
city@dailytarheel.com 

While students make plans for 
Election Day, they also look ahead 
to the potential outcomes — and 
what it would mean for the next 
four years. 

Boyd said President Donald 
Trump’s re-election would have a 
massive effect on his life and his 
family members’ lives, like with 
potential changes to the Affordable 
Care Act. For that reason, he said, 
it was important for them to vote 
during this election.

Avery Ferreiro, a sophomore 
majoring in psychology, said she has 
already voted and will be watching 
the results as they come in. 

But, if it becomes too stressful, 
Ferreiro said she will have to stop 
tracking the results until they 
become more conclusive.

Ferreiro said this is her first time 
voting in a general election — and 
though her experience was pleasant, 
the environment at the poll did 
not match how consequential the 
situation was. 

Ferreiro left knowing she had 
done her part to make a change in 
the U.S., she said. She said she will 
likely remember voting for this 
election for the rest of her life.

“ Whi le  I  have  a  pre ferred 
candidate, I think that no matter 
who wins, there is going to be a 
continued period of unrest in this 
country,” Ferreiro said. “I would 
like to believe that after this 
election, we as a country can start 
to depolarize, but I know that will 
not happen overnight, if at all, 
which makes me sad.”

Sophomore Colton Browder said 
he plans to spend Election Day 
waking up at 7 a.m., going to a poll 
station at 7:30 a.m. and poll greeting 
for 12 hours. 

Afterward, he will watch the 
election results with his roommate.

“There’s so much at stake for 

people, both myself and people I 
care about, things like health care, 
climate change and racial justice,” 
Browder said. 

Browder works as a campaign 
consultant for a state House of 
Representatives candidate. He said 
he hands out campaign literature 
and answers questions people have, 
as well as persuading them to vote 
for the candidate.

“Campaigns are how we get good 
folks elected into government,” 
Browder said. “I think we’re in an 
awful shortage of that right now.”

Looking forward, Browder said he 
is worried about the future of the U.S.

“I think it should be upon all 
folks at UNC to get out and vote 
for somebody who is going to help 
protect the rights of their fellow 
students both up and down the 
ballot, not just presidentially,” 
Browder said. “We’re at a very 
critical juncture in our country 
right now.”

university@dailytarheel.com

“There’s so much at stake 
for people, both myself 
and people I care about, 
things like health care...” 
Colton Browder
UNC sophomore
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Field hockey beats Deacons 
in last regular season game

DTH/KIARA ALVARADO
Junior forward Erin Matson (1) attempts to gain possession of the ball against Wake Forest on Friday, Oct. 30, 2020.

By Jeremiah Holloway
Staff Writer

The North Carolina field hockey 
team (7-1, 3-1 ACC) defeated Wake 
Forest (3-7, 2-4 ACC) 5-0 on Friday in 
the final game of the regular season.

North Carolina took a 3-0 lead 
entering the second half of Friday’s 
game. Junior forward Erin Matson 
opened up the game for the Tar 
Heels with a goal early in the first 
quarter, assisted by redshirt junior 
back Cassie Sumfest. 

Minutes later, Sumfest scored on 
a goal assisted by junior midfielder 
Abby Pitcairn and sophomore back 
Romea Riccardo. 

Redshirt junior forward Meredith 
Sholder scored the only point in the 
second quarter, as she converted on 
an unassisted goal.

In the beginning of the fourth 
quarter, Matson scored her second 
goal of the game on an assist from 
first-year Katie Dixon to extend 
the lead to 4-0. Matson scored an 
unassisted third goal with a little 
over five minutes remaining in 
the fourth. 

UNC entered Friday’s game leading 
the conference in goals made, and 

Matson added to the team’s total with 
her hat trick against Wake Forest.

“I think our team gains a lot of 
energy and momentum from scoring 
and putting the ball in the back of 
the net early,” Matson said. “That 
definitely correlates with us this year. 
If we come out with that energy, we 
can sustain it throughout the game.”

For the third consecutive season, 
Matson is leading the team in 
goals and assists. This production 
has bolstered the team’s offensive 
consistency, and Matson said that 
she stays aggressive offensively to 
give the team a standard to play to 
on the attacking end.

“For me, it’s just having that 
attitude and helping others find it 
within themselves,” Matson said. “I 
enjoy scoring a lot, I love scoring. I 
think it’s something I’ll always enjoy.”

Matson’s offensive abilities garner 
praise from others within the team.

“She has just uncanny game 
sense, vision, tactical and technical 
abilities,” head coach Karen Shelton 
said. “She’s tough to handle, and any 
team has to devote a lot of attention 
to her. Sometimes she gets covered, 
but she has the vision to then pass 
the ball to others who are open.” 

Despite playing a much shorter 
season, the UNC field hockey team, 
led by Matson’s attacking prowess, 
will be focusing all of its efforts on 
the ACC Tournament.

“We focus on each game as it 
comes, so we’re just really focusing 
on our first round of the ACC 
Tournament,” Sumfest said.

UNC finished with a 7-1 record 
in the shortened season and a 3-1 
record in the ACC. The team is slated 
to play its first ACC Tournament 
game on Nov. 5 at home in Karen 
Shelton Stadium.

“Every game is good and really 
competitive,” Shelton said. “I think 
it’s exciting for us. We realize how 
fortunate we are to be playing.”

Shelton said the Tar Heels look 
forward to hosting the tournament 
in Chapel Hill this season, adding 
that the team plans to forgo staying 
in a hotel as they have in years past. 

“We’re pleased that it’s here,” 
Shelton said. “We don’t have to ride 
a bus over to Duke. We’re just going 
to do like we normally do and play 
those games here.”

@jerem11ah
sports@dailytarheel.com

Young talent shines 
in volleyball win

By Lindsay Callihan
Staff Writer

In a Halloween night match 
against Virginia, the North Carolina 
volleyball team (5-2, 5-2 ACC) came 
out swinging against the Cavaliers 
(1-7, 0-7 ACC) behind strong play 
from its young players, winning the 
match 3-1. 

It’s been an impressive season 
for the young team, with only one 
senior on the team this year. The 
Tar Heels welcomed four new first-
years to the team this year, while 
saying goodbye to three seniors 
from last season. 

“Coming into the season, we 
lacked leadership, because we lost 
so many seniors,” sophomore Parker 
Austin said.

Still, Austin said that gave the 
younger players more opportunities 
to play and grow. Austin led the 
team with 22 kills during the match 
on 42 total attacks, along with two 
aces and five digs. 

UNC started off hot by winning 
the first two sets. The first set saw 
a back-and-fourth match until 
the Tar Heels went on a 6-1 run to 
win, 25-20. North Carolina then 
dominated the second set and 
pulled away with a 25-15 victory 
with Austin ending the set with a 
streak of three kills. 

The Cavaliers and the Tar Heels 
fought back and forth during the 
third game, keeping an extremely 
close score for the majority of the 

set. Ultimately, the Cavaliers pulled 
out as the winner, taking the game 
25-23 for their only set victory of 
the night. 

The fourth set continued the 
fight, as both teams battled back 
and forth for points. As the end 
of the final game neared, the Tar 
Heels started to slowly pull away, 
leading 21-14. UNC closed the set 
25-20, sealing the match victory 
against the Cavaliers. 

The Tar Heels  finished the 
match strong with 64 kills, 59 
assists and 54 digs, while the 
Cavaliers finished with just 47 
kills, 46 assists and 44 digs.  

“You never know what you’re going 
to get with such a young team,” head 
coach Joe Sagula said. “They know 
we will just keep getting better.”

Junior Annabelle Archer said her 
favorite aspect of the team’s dynamic 
is watching the new players get 
something right in the match they’ve 
been working towards in practice. 
With all their first-years, the Tar 
Heels will have the next two to three 
years to continue to work together on 
their chemistry. 

“If we have a lead, we need to 
capitalize and not get comfortable 
with any opponent,” Archer said. “It’s 
really important to respect Virginia. 
Virginia is hungry for a win.” 

“It was a great team effort,” 
Sagula said. “We had a lot of people 
contribute today.”

sports@dailytarheel.com 

DTH/HELEN MCGINNIS
Junior setter Annabelle Archer (5) sets the ball at the volleyball game against 
Virginia on Saturday, Oct. 31, 2020 at Carmichael Arena. UNC won 3-1.

Men’s soccer match ends in no-score draw against N.C. State

DTH/YATES MCCONNELL
UNC senior defender Mark Salas (27) fights for a ball at Dorrance Field during 
a game against N.C. State on Sunday, Nov. 1, 2020. UNC and State drew 0-0.

By Michael Meares
Staff Writer

The No. 5 North Carolina men’s 
soccer team struggled on Sunday 
afternoon as it tied a winless N.C. 

State team.
UNC started the season strong 

with wins over Duke and No. 3 
Clemson but have now finished the 
last three games poorly, failing to 
score in overtime in all three. North 

Carolina has now failed to win its last 
three games, with each match seeing 
at least one overtime. The first of the 
three games was a loss versus then-
No. 1 Wake Forest. 

Sunday’s game, which finished 
in a 0-0 draw, was a physical battle 
plagued by fouls and turnovers. 
Neither team could get much of 
anything going on offense until 
overtime, when UNC had two shots 
ricochet off the post at the beginning 
of the first of two overtime periods.

UNC was coming off of an exciting 
3-3 tie versus No. 3 Clemson on Oct. 
27. The goals, which flooded in for the 
Tar Heels during the second half on 
Tuesday, were nowhere to be found, 
leaving UNC without a win since Oct. 
9 against Clemson.

As of late, it looks like the Tar 
Heels are having deja vu of last 
season. In 2019, UNC won seven of 
its first 11 matches before spiraling 
to a 7-7-4 record that meant missing 
the NCAA Tournament. After an 
impressive upset over the Tigers at 
the start of this season, UNC has 
been trending downward with three 

straight winless matches.
“(It’s) kind of disappointing. 

Nobody could make anything happen 
on the offensive side,” UNC head coach 
Carlos Somoano said. “I think we are 
working hard. The guys are working 
hard. Obviously, our defense is still 
pretty solid and resilient, we haven’t 
conceded a lot of goals this year.”

The defense, clearly a bright 
spot for both teams on Sunday, is 
led by Filippo Zattarin, a graduate 
transfer student. Zattarin, who was 
named a United Soccer Coaches 
Player of the Week earlier this 
month, played all 110 minutes in 
the ugly draw. 

“It was a tough game. We had our 
chances in the first half, second half 
and especially overtime. We hit the 
post twice,” Zattarin said. “I thought 
they were a very physical team.” 

There were an impressive 25 fouls 
in the match, 16 by N.C. State. The 
Wolfpack were awarded three yellow 
cards for their worst infractions. 
N.C. State struggled with six offsides 
penalties, which halted several of 
their most promising chances.

Another bright spot for the Tar 
Heels on Sunday was sophomore 
midfielder Victor Olofsson, who 
unexpectedly played 103 minutes after 
starter Tim Schels was injured early in 
the first half. 

“I thought it was a tough game, 
they were very physical,” Olofsson 
said. “We played good for moments, 
but we had a hard time in the last 
third (of the field).”

T h e  Ta r  He e l s ,  p l ay i n g  a 
shortened season due to COVID-
19, scrimmaged the Wolfpack at 
the beginning of the season. That 
game ended in a 1-0 win for UNC, 
who outshot N.C. State 16-4. The 
rematch was much more even, with 
UNC leading in shots 11-10.

UNC’s regular season finale, and 
last chance to turn its season around 
before postseason play, is Nov. 6 
against rival Duke.

“(We’ll) keep working hard, get 
better, see if we can score a goal next 
game would be nice,” Somoano said.

@michaelmearess
sports@dailytarheel.com
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SCORES
FOOTBALL: UVA 44, UNC 41FOOTBALL: UVA 44, UNC 41
FIELD HOCKEYFIELD HOCKEY: UNC 5, Wake Forest 0: UNC 5, Wake Forest 0
WOMEN’S SOCCER: UNC 2, Notre Dame 0WOMEN’S SOCCER: UNC 2, Notre Dame 0
VOLLEYBALL: UNC 3, UVA 1VOLLEYBALL: UNC 3, UVA 1
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SUMMER 
SCHOOL

Part of a winning strategy.
�  Graduate in 8 semesters
�  Add a second major or minor
�  Build hours and GPA
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summer.unc.edu | Follow @UNCSummerSchool

Students see different French experience than ‘Emily in Paris’
By Lucy Smithwick

Staff Writer

In Netflix’s latest hit, “Emily in 
Paris,” Emily Cooper stepped off the 
plane from Chicago not knowing 
more French than simply “bonjour.” 
Still, she found a way to win the 
hearts of everyone around her. But 
UNC students who have spent time 
in France see a different way of life for 
Americans in Paris.

“Emily in Paris” is a Netflix original 
that details the life of an American 
pushed into Parisian culture through 
10 half-hour episodes. Emily finds 

herself working as the American point 
of view at Savoir, a French marketing 
company. 

Some who watched the show took 
issue with its stereotypical portrayal 
of France, as well as the problematic 
American main character. Others simply 
criticized the cheesy rom-com storyline.

UNC graduate student Charlotte 
Perret said she liked the show even 
though it was full of stereotypes. Perret 
is from Lyon, France, and shares a 
different view of the show than some 
of her peers back home. 

“There are definitely some heavy 
stereotypes that you don’t necessarily 

see in your day-to-day life, but a lot 
of the cultural aspects were pretty 
accurately portrayed,” Perret said. 

When watching, there is a feeling 
that the stereotypes drive the show. 
Many of the relationships between 
the characters involve infidelity, 
specifically that of Emily and Gabriel, 
the first major love interest. Many 
of the French characters are rude to 
Emily, while some form a friendship 
with her in seconds. A lot of the 
characters smoke regularly and Emily 
criticizes them for it. 

Another major point made in the 
show is how the French separate their 

work and social lives. Perret confirmed 
that work is for the workplace and even 
added that they might have a tendency 
to be lazy, or at least be much more 
relaxed, than the American workplace.

UNC senior Taylor Edmonds has 
never lived in France but has studied 
the French culture and language for 
years. She said she did not think the 
show deserved negative reviews but 
did believe it could be improved.

“I don’t think it deserves all of the 
backlash,” Edmonds said. “One thing 
that bothered me is that they didn’t 
even make her try to speak French. It 
adds to the comedic sense of the show, 

but when you get a new job, especially 
in a different country, realistically 
you’re going to do a little bit of research 
to prepare.”

Perret said one major difference in 
the appearance of the show and reality. 

“It’s not that clean, and there’s a 
lot of theft and horrible stuff going 
on in the subways, but I mean, it’s 
also a TV show at the end of the day,” 
Perret said. “Paris is such a huge city, 
it’s just like saying that ‘Sex and the 
City’ does not portray New York as 
New York truly is.”

arts@dailytarheel.com
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Ayden Love, a resident artist at Critter Swamp tattoo parlor in 
Hillsborough, N.C., prepares to tattoo a client on Thursday, Oct. 29, 2020.

By Taylor Molina
Staff Writer

Editor’s note: This story includes 
references to sexual assault.

Tattoo artist Ayden Love knows 
about many of the problems within 
the industry: racism, sexual assault 
and a “boys’ club” culture. 

That’s why tattoo artist clients are 
traveling from all over to see Love at the 
Critter Swamp in Hillsborough, a Black, 
trans and queer-owned tattoo shop that 
was created to combat these issues. 

The shop is co-owned by Love, J. 
Avery Theodore Daisey and Terin J.D.

“Critter Swamp was created for 
people who don’t feel comfortable going 
into tattoo shops,” J. Avery said, “for 
people like us who’ve been cast aside, 
rejected, ignored, underrepresented in 
the tattoo community.”

Love said they wanted to create a 
welcoming space because they didn’t 
fit in with the white, straight, cisgender 
and male-dominated tattoo industry.

“We specifically wanted to start a 
studio space that felt safer for queer 

people, for people of color, for trans 
people, for women,” Love said. 

Sexual assault within the tattoo 
industry is a national issue and one 
that has been specifically called out in 
North Carolina.

The artists inherently have the 
power in the relationship with clients 
having to comply with what they are 
told. When clients are not educated, 
some artists take advantage.

“I have a large portion of my clients 
that tell me about experiences that 
they’ve had and why they are traveling 
from states away to get tattooed by a 
queer person or what have you. It’s 
really disgusting,” Love said.

These artists said they do not tolerate 
the inequalities in the tattoo industry. 

“The tattoo industry can be really 
racist, and just listening to the 
experiences of people in the tattoo 
community, people of color, you can 
really get a sense that they have to 
tolerate specifically a lot of racist 
behavior to be included,” Love said.

The artists aim to make as safe of a 
space as possible for their customers. 

“I don’t think safe spaces exist,” J. 

Avery said. “I think we can try and 
work really hard at creating safer 
spaces, and that is definitely what I feel 
like we are doing at Critter Swamp.”

Shea D. Broussard, one of Love’s 
clients and friends, praises Love’s 
artistry and the accepting space the 
owners have created. 

“To have a tattoo studio that is 
owned and operated by Black, trans 
and queer folks is a dream come 
true,” Broussard said.  

While most businesses had to adapt 
during the pandemic, Critter Swamp 
hasn’t existed without it. The shop 
opened in August, and before signing 
the lease, two of the owners had never 
met each other. 

“If quarantine did anything, it 
really made us all strive for what we 
really want: for our communities, for 
ourselves, for what we want to see in 
tattooing,” J. Avery said. 

Critter Swamp is still able to book 
clients and have a steady stream of 
clientele, operating at appointment only. 

Critter Swamp has many safety 
precautions in place. The shop is 
regularly sanitized, and artists are 

tested regularly. Clients are also asked 
to get tested, masks must be worn at 
all times and temperatures are taken. 

Critter Swamp is doing what it can 
to keep its customers safe while also 
providing an inclusive space. 

“We all just wanted a space 

where we could still  be in an 
art form that we appreciate but 
without what traditionally we 
would have to put up with to be in 
that circle,” Love said. 

arts@dailytarheel.com

New tattoo shop in Hillsborough creates safer space
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“Emergency: Armed, dangerous 
person on or near campus. Go inside 
now; avoid windows.”

“Shelter in place.
Avoid area near ACC.”
“A r m e d  i n d i v i d u a l  n e a r 

Ambulatory Care Center; shelter in 
place immediately.”

These were the messages sent 
to the campus community 
via Alert Carolina late 

Friday morning, following reports of 
an armed and dangerous person at 
the Ambulatory Care Center. Those 
near campus heard the screeching of 
emergency sirens and watched in fear 
as dozens of police vehicles rushed to 
the scene. 

Students, faculty and staff began 
to panic. Many of us had questions. 
Who is this armed individual? What 
is the ACC, and where is it located? 
And, most importantly, what exactly 
is going on?

But no one had answers. The Daily 
Tar Heel made several attempts to 
contact UNC Police and UNC Media 
Relations, but had little success. 

At one point, when asked for more 
information, UNC Media Relations 
simply sent the DTH the original 
Alert Carolina message.

Approximately  40 minutes 
later, UNC issued an all-clear, 
encouraging everyone to “resume 
normal activities.” We were relieved, 
but perhaps more confused than ever. 

What had just happened? 
The answers came later, in the form 

of a message from George Battle, vice 
chancellor for institutional integrity 
and risk management, who said 
there was “no evidence” of an armed 
individual at the Ambulatory Care 
Center on Friday. Battle apologized 
for the “delay in communications” as 
the investigation was ongoing. 

A lack of communication invites 
fear and panic. It creates room for 
rumors and speculation to spread, 
particularly on social  media, 
exacerbating the situation. UNC pays 
its communications professionals 
hundreds of thousands of dollars per 
year, yet they are seemingly unable to 
do just that: communicate. 

When we hear the words “armed, 

dangerous person,” we assume the 
worst. Why wouldn’t we? We’ve 
grown up in a world where mass 
shootings occur at an alarming rate, 
and as a result, no place feels truly 
safe, including our own campus. 

Incidents like these are not normal 
and should not be treated as such. We 
were left feeling shaken, confused, 
distressed. We couldn’t “resume 
normal activities.” But it didn’t matter 
— professors kept teaching, requiring 
attendance and even holding exams 
as if nothing had happened. 

Though disappointed, we weren’t 
surprised. The University has 
repeatedly proved itself incompetent 
in moments of crisis. 

In March 2019, the University 
was criticized heavily for failing to 
inform the community of armed 
white supremacists on campus. 
Rather than making an arrest, UNC 
Police let them go with a handshake 
and a friendly warning — despite 
the fact that one of the men had 
previously stated he was “ready to 
kill” for his beliefs. 

Last year, after a series of incidents 

left female students feeling unsafe on 
campus, the University’s use — or 
lack thereof — of the Alert Carolina 
notification system was once again 
called into question.

And on Aug. 28, the University 
announced it would no longer alert 
the community of new COVID-19 
clusters through Alert Carolina, 
leaving many questioning its 
commitment to transparency. 

So why did the University 
choose to send a message following 
unconfirmed reports of an armed 
individual on campus, when it has 
largely remained silent in the face of 
confirmed ones? A threat is a threat, 
and we have the right to know about 
any and all instances in which we may 
be in danger — not just the ones UNC 
decides are worth telling us about. 

The situation proves we simply 
can’t trust UNC to be transparent, 
not even when danger is imminent. 
When we needed them most, they 
weren’t there. Instead, they were as 
ambiguous and impenetrable as ever. 

opinion@dailytarheel.com
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Science should  
not be our 

enemy

Don’t trust UNC in a crisis

N.C. needs Medicaid expansion now
OP!ED

Scientific innovation has 
always been at the core of 
American identity, but that 

identity is currently under attack. 
This nation has historically been the 
world leader in scientific innovation 
and a major international source of 
knowledge. As such, federal agencies 
such the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and the Food and 
Drug Administration were seen as 
some of the most respected science 
and health departments in the world. 
Unfortunately, things are changing.

Our president went on the air 
attempting to attack his political 
opponent, saying that Biden would 
“listen to the scientists” — as if 
this isn’t something that should be 
done. He also explicitly attacked 
public health experts in his own 
administration, referring to them 
as “these idiots.” Subsequently, these 
departments are losing credibility. 

The CDC has struggled to provide 
timely information on the current 
public health crisis, experiencing 
a “loss of institutional credibility” 
during a crucial time for our nation. 
The FDA has become overridden 
with partisan pressure to rush vaccine 
approval to just before Election Day, 
a dangerous gamble of politics over 
health. At nearly the same time, the 
current administration submitted its 
intent for the U.S. to leave the World 
Health Organization.

When did  sc ience  become 
partisan? More importantly, when 
did it become the enemy? This is the 
same nation that put a man on the 
moon and developed the Manhattan 
project, two of history’s most 
significant scientific achievements, 
and was notably  the  largest 
contributor to the WHO before its 
proposed withdrawal.

The U.S. is losing its reputation 
as a world leader in scientific 
i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  k n o w l e d g e . 
Make no mistake, this crisis is 
independent of your views on the 
current public health crisis and 
your political affiliation. 

Even under previous Republican 
administrations, public scientific 
research was  s t i l l  v iewed as 
necessary and trusted public 
service. What happens to American 
innovators  o f  medic ine  and 
technology if our most trusted 
sources can be manipulated with 
a wave of partisan politics? What 
happens to this nation’s extensive 
list of research universities if public 
research suddenly loses credibility?

This is not the America I know. 
This political game has no place 
in research, nor should we allow 
it to attack science as an element 
of the American identity. Public 
research and communication ought 
to be independent of such political 
pressures.  Structuring public 
research departments similar to the 
Federal Reserve may be an adequate 
way to remove politics from these 
public services. 

The Federal Reserve is structured 
as “independent within government,” 
meaning that it exists within the 
federal government but operates 
independently, with congressional 
oversight. Of course, public agencies 
such as the CDC and FDA can’t 
entirely replicate the structure of the 
Federal Reserve, but a transition to a 
more independent framework could 
be the key to restoring confidence in 
American research. 

opinion@dailytarheel.com
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As we approach an Election 
Day unlike any other, 
North Carolina is one of 

only 12 states that has yet to expand 
Medicaid. Half a million North 
Carolinians stand to gain access to 
health care if we expand, almost all of 
it funded by the federal government. 

Instead, we have watched as 
rural hospital closures have reduced 
access to care and nearly 200,000 
North Carolinians have fallen in the 
coverage gap, unable to qualify for 
Medicaid or receive financial help 
to purchase private insurance in the 
health insurance marketplace. 

That was before the COVID-19 
pandemic hit. Now, one in five adults 
in the state are uninsured. 

In  t h i s  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  tw o 
leading candidates for governor 
are incumbent Gov. Roy Cooper 
(D) and Lt. Gov. Dan Forest (R). 
Cooper has consistently advocated 
for Medicaid expansion, but has 
become particularly vocal in his 
support amid the pandemic, noting 

that expanding Medicaid would not 
only provide coverage for those who 
have lost jobs but would also bring 
more federal funds into the state, 
bolstering the economy.

By contrast, Forest is opposed 
to Medicaid expansion. He claims 
it would promote dependency and 
bankrupt the state. And, unlike other 
states, North Carolina cannot pursue 
Medicaid expansion by referendum, so 
who you vote for matters even more.

As members of a research team 
from Duke University, the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 
Boston University, we have been 
evaluating the performance of North 
Carolina’s Medicaid program as the 
pandemic has evolved. Medicaid 
is a critical part of the health care 
safety net, providing no-cost health 
insurance to low-income individuals 
and others in need. Ideally, it would 
prevent people from being uninsured 
if they lost their job during the 
pandemic. 

However, in states that haven’t 

expanded Medicaid, it is incredibly 
difficult for non-disabled adults who 
aren’t pregnant women or parents 
to qualify for coverage, regardless of 
how little they earn.

Between February and August 
of this year, hundreds of thousands 
of North Carolinians lost their jobs, 
while over 150,000 gained Medicaid 
coverage. At first glance, this might 
seem reassuring, but over half of 
these new Medicaid enrollees were 
children or women receiving only 
family planning services. The bottom 
line is that many North Carolinians 
became uninsured when they — or a 
family member through whom they 
were insured — lost their job, because 
they weren’t eligible for Medicaid.

States that didn’t expand Medicaid 
are seeing increases in their adult 
uninsured rate. The sad truth for 
North Carolinians in households 
earning less than the federal poverty 
line and without children at home 
is that they have to choose between 
paying the full cost of private health 

insurance or being uninsured. 
Of course, this “choice” is not 

really a choice at all, because most 
people cannot afford the price of 
insurance on their own without help. 

Medicaid expansion is long 
overdue in North Carolina. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has shown us 
that the best — and only — way to 
solve the economic crisis is to first 
solve the public health crisis. 

Denying people the care they need 
to stay healthy doesn’t help anyone, 
especially not during a pandemic. 
Health insurance is on the ballot. 
Make sure your voice is heard.

Paul Shafer is co-director of the 
Medicaid Policy Lab at the Boston 

University School of Public Health. 

Brad Wright co-directs the 
Program on Healthcare Economics 

and Finance at the Cecil G. Sheps 
Center for Health Services Research 
at the University of North Carolina 

at Chapel Hill.

Ahead of Tuesday’s general  
election, the DTH is choosing 
to  reprint a cartoon from a  
February 1995 print edition, 
when U.S. Senate candidate 
Cal Cunningham ran for 
student body president.

This comic originally ran 
on  February 13, 1995 in 
the editorial section of 

the paper.

The comic’s text says:

Calvin Cunningham
• Next Stop: The U.S. Senate

• Sleeps in a suit and tie
• Can only speak in 4+ 

syllable words

Cartoon by Michael Webb, 
‘95 Editorial Cartoon Editor

CARTOON
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Across
1 Brutus’ 300
4 Florida city on its own bay
9 Actor Charlie or his dad Martin
14 “Oh, I get it now!”
15 Schoolbag measuring stick
16 Overly theatrical
17 “Frozen” collectible
18 1980 Travolta/Winger film set in 

Texas
20 Asian island capital
22 Bring to mind
23 Aristocracy
26 Fateful March day
29 London district
30 NBA tiebreakers
31 Agassi of tennis
32 Cat burglar’s undoing
35 Con artist’s target
36 Fond du __, Wisconsin
39 Previously owned auto
41 Fla. summer hrs.
42 Top NFL player
44 More out of sorts
46 Smelly emanations
47 Tulsa sch. named for an evangelist
48 “Avalon” author Seton
52 Freelancer’s encl.
53 Pandemonium
56 Cybermoney
58 Chickpea dip
59 Where a quarterback may line up
63 Language suffix

64 Like a nasty remark
65 Waze suggestion
66 Novelist Deighton
67 Trait carriers
68 Editorial second thoughts
69 Up until now

Down
1 Plant seen in Road Runner cartoons
2 Bargain-basement
3 Islamic leader
4 More factual
5 Bond foe Goldfinger
6 Org. with A’s and O’s
7 Veggie in a pod
8 James of “Gunsmoke”
9 “Beat it!”
10 “A Brief History of Time” author 

Stephen
11 Attached to a military unit, as a 

journalist
12 Angsty music genre
13 Bronx team, initially
19 Walgreens rival
21 Low-level laborer
24 Drop, as weight
25 Was humbled
27 Bow-wielding god
28 Mailed
31 Billion suffix
33 Yours and mine
34 Personal ad “looking for”
35 Good buddy
36 East Asian country
37 Alan of “M*A*S*H”
38 Approached for a raid
40 Board game with a candlestick
43 Lead up to
45 Former Chicago mayor Emanuel
47 “Plays well with __”
49 For instance
50 “It’s like this,” and a phonetic hint 

to the five longest Across answers
51 Agree
53 Sch. near Hollywood
54 Scarlett’s Butler
55 Heals
57 Greek war god
59 Post-Civil War pres.
60 SSW’s opposite
61 “__ on my watch!”
62 U.S. Election Day: Abbr.
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The LA Times
Crossword Puzzle

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is an 8 — Express what’s in 
your heart. Share and connect with 
people you love. Communication 
generates solutions, possibilities 
and romance. Practice your arts. Get 
creative.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is an 8 — There’s more work 
coming in, or fresh profits. Monitor 
budgets and actual expenses to 
mind the gap. Make valuable 
connections. Silver can flow like 
water.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is a 9 — Lead by example. 
Keep your word and stay in 
communication. Clean up messes 
and support others with theirs. 
Confusion diminishes and confidence 
rises. Pamper yourself.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is a 7 — Savor moments 
of peace and beauty. Observe 
details like the changing season 
or incoming tide. Revise plans for 
new circumstances. Practice special 
rituals.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is a 7 — Pull together. 
Share resources and make new 
connections. Collaborate on 
passion projects. Get playful. Enjoy 
moments of beauty and sweetness. 
Have fun with friends.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is a 9 — Discover profitable 
business opportunities. Anticipate 
changes and pivot into position for 
an advantage. Get team support. 
Collaboration sparks naturally. 
Forge ahead or beautiful results.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is a 7 — Monitor conditions 
and when it’s safe, get out and 
explore. Investigate and pursue 
a curious thread. Research a 
fascinating subject. Learn by doing.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is a 9 — Dive into a lucrative 
collaboration. Monitor shared 
finances for growth. Contribute 
your time and talents to a profitable 
venture. You’re building for the 
future.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today is an 8 — Collaboration 
comes naturally. Together, you’re 
a formidable team. Take an 
opportunity with long-term benefits 
and run with it. Feed each other’s 
creativity.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is an 8 — Prioritize health. 
Exercise and grow stronger. Build 
long--term vitality and energy with 
dedicated practices for mind, body 
and spirit. Relax deeply and eat 
well.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Today is a 9 — Discover hidden 
beauty, fascinating connections 
and engaging puzzles. Enjoy your 
favorite people and pursuits. Relax 
and get playful. Fall in love all over 
again.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 7 — Beautify your 
surroundings and spaces. Small 
improvements can have large 
impact. Nurture your family with 
delicious flavors. Add soothing 
touches to your sanctuary.

HOROSCOPES If November 2 is  
Your Birthday...

Grow through creative expression this year. Persistent action wins a powerful 
prize. Imagine romantic possibilities. Shift financial strategies with your partner 
this winter, before new silver pours in. Summer income slowdowns inspire a 
productive and profitable surge with shared accounts. Communication is your 
golden key.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(C)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

  
                    Deadlines

Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication
Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days

prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252
DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarketplace

Direct
Support

Professional
We are currently 

recruiting for motivated 
and enthusiastic 

individuals to work 
with residents with 

developmental disabilities 
of all ages!

A great opportunity for 
psychology and social 
work students! Various 

shifts available including 
PT and FT.

Pay up to $11/hr.
For more information click 

thru to http://jobs.rsi-nc.org.

Help Wanted Help Wanted 
MONARCH- COMMUNITY SPECIALIST Monarch is hiring Community Specialists! Are you interested in 
a $12 hourly rate to assist empowering individuals with IDD? Visit www.MonarchNC.org/careers and 
apply directly: R2893.

Students, faculty react to spring plans

A student bikes across the Polk Place quad on Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2020.

By Lauren Cook 
Staff Writer

As this unusual semester comes to 
an end, students are looking ahead to 
the upcoming spring semester. 

Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz 
sent an email on Oct. 23 updating 
the campus community on what the 
spring semester would look like. 

In the email, Guskiewicz said the 
University will reopen on-campus 
housing with reduced capacity by 
offering only single occupancy rooms, 
and that classes would be delivered 
both in person and remotely. 

Priority for in-person instruction 
will be given to classes that benefit first-
years and seniors, along with courses 
that benefit from hands-on learning.

Though UNC’s plans reflect the 
University’s efforts to safely return 

to normalcy, students and faculty 
have reacted to news of the spring 
semester with mixed emotions. 

William Corley, a sophomore 
studying biomedical and health 
sciences engineering, said that 
having mainly online classes again 
will force him to keep teaching 
himself course material. 

“The fact that next semester’s 
classes are largely online is only 
going to increase the difficulty of my 
already very rigorous schedule since 
this learning style is so tedious,” 
Corley said.

The continuation of online courses 
is also affecting students who have 
different graduation tracks. 

Kylie Justice, a sophomore 
psychology major, said she has always 
planned to graduate a year early and 
enroll in physician’s assistant school. 

But, she said UNC’s decision to 
keep most classes online presents a 
challenge for her plans. 

“I am someone who actually 
plans on graduating as a junior, so 
in-person classes being prioritized to 
freshman and seniors is really going 
to affect my education,” Justice said. 
“It is already so difficult to get into 
the classes that you need for your 
major and I’m worried that this is 
only going to make it harder.” 

Though some students are primarily 
concerned with how online classes 
will continue to hinder their learning, 
political geography instructor Devran 
Öcal said he does not understand the 
rush to reopen campus. 

“If we start the semester again with 
nonfunctional preventions, like just 
putting ‘wear your mask signs’ around 
and asking students to social distance, 

we should definitely prepare ourselves 
for more clusters of cases,” Öcal said.

In a Faculty Executive Committee 
meeting on Oct. 19, Provost Bob 
Blouin said that no student, faculty 

member or graduate student would 
have to come back to campus in the 
spring if they do not want to. 

university@dailytarheel.com
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Office DJ: Finding comfort in ‘that time of the year’

DTH FILE/WILL MELFI
Senior Will Melfi is the digital managing editor for the 2020-2021 school year. 

By Will Melfi
Digital Managing Editor

It has come time once again to shift 
gears. We must put away the candy 
corn controversy and instead turn 
our attention to a different years-old 
discourse: Christmas music.

Some of you will think that 
listening to Christmas music on 
Nov. 1 is acceptable, while others 
will think it is against all the laws of 
nature — and still, a great few of you 
probably don’t care.

Once in my life, I vehemently 
despised people  who played 
C h r i s t m a s  m u s i c  b e f o r e 
Thanksgiving, but as I’ve grown 
older, I find myself needing the 
hopeful, joyful tunes earlier and 
earlier. This year, especially, I cannot 
help but long for the holiday season.

2020 has sucked for so many 
reasons. One reason in particular 
is that I haven’t been able to see 
my family as often as I normally 

do. However, my mother, who has 
taken COVID-19 precautions more 
seriously than anyone I know, has 
vowed that her sons will be home 
for Christmas.

After all, for the Melfi household, 
the holiday season has aways been 
synonymous with family. Growing 
up, after opening gifts on Christmas, 
we’d pile into our 2003 Honda 
Odyssey and drive three hours 
to visit my dad’s family. The next 
morning, we’d get back on the road 
to drive another 10 hours to visit my 
mom’s family.

Of course, that was before my 
brothers left home. It is rare the five 
of us (six including my sister-in-
law) are all in the same room. But 
we can always expect to be together 
for Christmas.

If I am being honest with myself, 
it’s not so much the music of the 
Yuletide season I crave, but the 
nostalgia that comes with listening 
to “It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like 

Christmas” or Nat King Cole’s “The 
Christmas Song.”

When I play Christmas music, 
I can clearly see my mom loading 
her favorite Christmas albums into 
our multi-CD stereo system, I can 
smell the Christmas cookies baking 
in the kitchen and I can feel the 
chill of the first snowfall (which, in 
Massachusetts, where I grew up, 
would be around now).

We no longer have that stereo 
system, the cookies are usually 
baked by the time I get home for 
the holidays and we no longer live 
in Massachusetts. So much about 
Christmas has changed, but the 
music has remained the same, 
reminding me of all the happy 
memories I am so fortunate to have.

I am now a senior in college, and 
like many of my peers, I have no idea 
what’s coming next. I could end up 
back at home with my parents, in a new 
city or even in a new country. Through 
all the chaos, I find the familiarity of 

Christmas music comforting. 
And so, I am sharing that comfort 

with you. 

arts@dailytarheel.com
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People in masks crowd together outside of Franklin Street’s popular 
late-night restaurant Sup Dogs on Halloween night on Saturday, Oct. 31, 2020. 

Students in costume and masks stand in line outside of Pantana Bob’s 
restaurant on Rosemary Street Halloween night on Saturday, Oct. 31, 2020. 
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A group of students pose in their costumes and masks outside of Pantana 
Bob’s on Rosemary Street on Halloween night on Saturday, Oct. 31, 2020.

First-year Alexandra Peeler carves a pumpkin on the quad outside of Wilson 
Library on Oct. 26, 2020.

What Halloween looked like in Chapel Hill

contact  with groundwater. 
Kimball said this is inconsistent 
with other reports that detected 
groundwater contamination. 

Kimball said groundwater flows 
into Bolin Creek, and water samples 
from the creek downstream showed 
coal ash contaminant levels were high. 
She said this is concerning because 
the water from Bolin Creek flows into 
Jordan Lake, a drinking water source 
for cities such as Cary and Apex. 

“Whether or not the coal ash is 
in contact with the groundwater is 
really important because if the coal 
is sitting in the groundwater and the 
groundwater is constantly moving, 
then it means that the water is going 
to get contaminated,” she said.

Some of the coal ash sits on a cliff 
above Bolin Creek, raising concerns 
about erosion of ash into the soil 

near the creek and the water itself. 
Environmental groups such as 
Friends of Bolin Creek have also been 
concerned about this.

“Our concern is that coal ash is 
extremely polluting and that all these 
years, stormwater has been running 
off the slope and taking coal ash and 
its pollutants into Bolin Creek,” Julie 
McClintock, president of Friends of 
Bolin Creek, said. “Bolin Creek feeds 
a big drinking water supply.”

What are the remediation 
options? 

Town of Chapel Hill Community 
Resilience Officer John Richardson 
said in an email that one option 
is capping the site, which would 
cover the exposed coal ash rather 
than remove it. But Kimball said 
capping wouldn’t prevent leaking 
of coal ash into the surrounding 
soil and groundwater.  

Laura Leonard, public information 
officer for the North Carolina 
Department of Environmental 
Quality, said in an email that the Town 
conducted a remedial investigation. 
The investigation showed the site 
is not an immediate risk to nearby 
people and animals, and therefore 
capping could be appropriate. 

Another option is removing the coal 
ash to a landfill that accepts the waste, 
Richardson said. McClintock said 
Friends of Bolin Creek has advocated 
for this option. 

Coal ash across North 
Carolina

There are 50 coal ash disposal sites 
in North Carolina and 14 coal plant 
facilities, one being the facility owned 
by UNC. Each year, North Carolina 
produces 5.5 million tons of coal ash, 
making the state ninth nationwide for 
coal ash generation. 

In North Carolina, 31 sites have 
been identified by their potential for 
economic, environmental, health and 
infrastructure hazards. 

“The utilities, including Duke 
Energy, have stored millions of tons of 
coal ash in large unlined pits, sitting in 
groundwater next to lakes and rivers,” 
Frank Holleman, senior attorney at 
SELC, said. 

Ho l l e m a n  w o r k e d  o n  t h e 
settlement against Duke Energy, 
which was announced in January 
2020 and resulted in the required 
cleanup of six of Duke Energy’s 
coal ash sites. Previous settlements 
required the cleanups at eight 
other coal ash sites. In total, all 14 
sites are scheduled for clean up 
and 126 million tons of coal ash are 
anticipated to be excavated. 

To address the unsafe storage of 
coal ash and pollution, in 2015, the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
finalized the first federal regulation for 

the disposal of the material, the Coal 
Ash Rule.

Holleman explained the regulation 
created environmental protections 
which improved standards for coal ash 
storage and groundwater monitoring. 

Since then,  many of  those 
protections have been rolled back. 
Holleman said environmental 
protection rollbacks by the Trump 
administration have made it easier 
for water pollution to occur. 

“Under the changes they have 
made, more toxic pollution will be 
in our rivers and lakes, and more 
cancer-causing substances will go 
into our drinking water supply,” 
Holleman said. 

@SaschaMedina
city@dailytarheel.com
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of the rooms are in Hill Hall. 
Harper said the practice rooms 

are tightly scheduled in order to give 
students the opportunity to use them, 
and to allow at least one hour between 
use for the rooms to properly ventilate. 

Harper added that in addition to 
using the music department facilities 
as practice spaces, students are able to 
use the larger rooms in Kenan Music 
Building to take their lessons if they 
lack access to proper technology. 

Boletchek has been playing the 
trombone for about 13 years and 
was not ready to let the pandemic 
or restrictions keep him from doing 
what he loves. He hopes to continue 
his music career after his graduation 
from UNC. 

“All the credit should go to my high 
school band director, Brian Myers, 
who after a semester of his program, 
I was like ‘OK, I want to do that,’ and 
I never thought about doing anything 
else,” Boletchek said. 

Kris said he has remained an 
engaged student. 

“When he sees something he 
wants to learn more about, he keeps 
learning,” Kris said.

Boletchek said his favorite part 
about music, and one that has been 
more difficult to achieve this year, is 
collaborating with other musicians. 

“As (a) trombone player, we don’t 
get a lot of solo work, a lot of the things 
we do are more teamwork-based 
... and when it’s going well, there’s 
nothing better and nothing more fun 
than that,” Boletchek said. 

Even though Boletchek has had 
to adapt in many ways this year, he 
hasn’t lost his love of playing and 
creating music.

“There’s some sort of energy that’s 
created when live music is being 
performed to an audience,” Boletchek 
said. “And even though you might play 
the same piece again, it will never be 
the exact same way the next time.”

TROMBONE FEATURE
FROM PAGE 1

DTH ONLINE:  To interact 
with this data online, visit www.
dailytarheel.com.

Scan with your 
phone to listen.

The traditional crawl down Franklin Street wasn’t possible this year. But 
that doesn’t mean that students and Chapel Hill residents didn’t find ways to  

celebrate leading up to and on the scariest night of the year. 
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