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One Year of Solitude
DTH/ABE LOVEN

The toll of living through a
pandemic is weighing on
students
By Praveena Somasundaram
Audience Engagement Editor
university@dailytarheel.com

Content warning: This article contains
references to suicide and mental illness.
On a morning in late March 2020,
UNC junior Caroline Le sat on her bed
and called the friends and family of her
childhood best friend for over an hour,
unsure of his whereabouts.
Finally, a mutual friend of the two of
them from a summer spent in Washington,
D.C. called her back.
“Are you with your loved ones?” her
friend asked. “Are you sitting down?”
At the time, Le had just returned from
a trip to Spain. She was home with her
family and the University had already begun
remote instruction due to COVID-19.
And that’s when she heard the news
— her best friend had died by suicide
the night before. Le fell to her knees,
screaming and crying, in shock from the
words she’d just heard.
“That moment I had no control of myself
and could not put into words — and I still
really don’t think that I do a good job of it —
what it’s like to find out that your childhood
best friend is gone,” she said.

The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic
left Le to navigate that moment alone, as
the people who also loved her best friend
were back home. The friends who were
experiencing the grief with her, who she
wanted nothing more than to hug in that
moment, were out of reach.
The isolation of the pandemic brought
with it unique challenges for students
experiencing loss and grief or struggling
with their mental health. Nearly half
of U.S. adults felt that coronavirus was
harming their mental health, according
to survey results from the Kaiser Family
Foundation published in April.
As vaccination efforts increase and
a semblance of normal seems on the
horizon, the UNC community reflects
on the toll that living through a year of
a pandemic has taken on mental health.
UNC researchers led by associate
economics professor Jane Cooley Fruehwirth,
compared first-year college students’ reported
symptoms of depression and anxiety before
and after the pandemic began.
The prevalence of moderate to severe
depression increased from 21.5 percent
before the pandemic began to 31.7 percent
within four months.
Fruehwirth said the factors that drove
increases in depression and anxiety the
most were social isolation and difficulties
with distanced learning.
Le and others, including UNC graduate
Kyra DeKoning, used periods of isolation

to reconnect with friends they haven’t
spoken to in years.
DeKoning, who in March 2020 was
in the final semester of getting her
master’s degree in clinical rehabilitation
and mental health counseling, said she’s
dealt with depression and anxiety her
whole life, and the sudden cancellations
and isolation due to COVID-19 triggered
increased depression.
When she moved back home during
quarantine to be with her parents,
DeKoning had nightly Zoom calls with
some high school friends.
“We got a lot closer, which was really
helpful, honestly, having that support
system because we were all in the same
boat,” she said. “We were all looking for
people to hang out with virtually.”
A s the UNC community found
ways to stay connected online, the
University’s Counseling and Psychological
Services began offering virtual therapy
appointments and other services to help
students struggling with their mental
health over the past year of COVID-19.
CAPS served 3,531 students between
March 1, 2020 and March 5, 2021, according
to data from UNC Media Relations.
In addition to individual sessions,
CAPS offered virtual group therapy
sessions and helped coordinate referrals
for students who needed to find providers
in their local area.
“It’s been important to remind people

to reach out for help,” O’Barr said. “I think
sometimes people begin to feel so bad or
so hopeless that they actually forget that
there might be somebody who can make
them feel better.”
As they’ve navigated the past year
of the pandemic, UNC students have
advocated for University-wide mental
health provisions.
Senior environmental science major
Katie Horn created a petition last fall
calling for one day off to give students a
mental health break.
The petition received over 3,000
signatures and the Office of the Chancellor
asked faculty to pause instruction on Oct.
9, 2020, in Observance of World Mental
Health Day.
This spring, instead of a traditional
week-long spring break, UNC is holding
five wellness days throughout the semester.
As the University plans for increased
in-person campus operations in the fall, Le
looks forward to spending time with her
friends in ways that she couldn’t last March.
“The thought of being able to hug my
friends and share a meal with my friends
is beyond exciting,” Le said.
When it’s safer to travel, she hopes to
visit Washington, D.C. and go back to the
places where she made memories with her
best friend — to finally find the healing she
wasn’t able to at the start of the pandemic.
Twitter: @praveenavsoma
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County aims to expand broadband access
A new task force met
to discuss bringing
internet to rural areas
By Trevor Moore
Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com
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leadership at Orange County Schools
start the Orange County Broadband Task Force, which held its first meeting on Mar. 3 and discussed current limitations.
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CHAPEL HILL-CARRBORO CITY SCHOOLS

Concerns raised over equity in school board election

A coin flip used to appoint
its newest member is
drawing public criticisms
By Kayla Guilliams
Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

The Chapel Hill-Carrboro City
Schools Board of Education used an
unconventional method to appoint its
newest member at a Feb. 18 meeting
— a coin flip. Some community
members have raised concerns over
issues of equity this action created.
Lisa Kaylie, former president of
CHCCS’ Special Needs Advisory
Council and the CHCCS PTA, won
the flip against Carmen Huerta-Bapat,
a Latina immigrant and assistant
professor with UNC’s global studies
program. Kaylie was elected to finish
the 10 months left on Amy Fowler’s
term after she vacated her seat in
December to serve on the Orange
County Board of Commissioners.
The coin flip method was approved
for use after three consecutive rounds
of 3-3 tied votes between board
members and is allowed within
board rules, said Jeff Nash, executive
director of community relations
for CHCCS. But many community
members are frustrated the board
did not engage in a discussion about
Latinx representation or racial equity
before voting.
During the meeting, board
members Ashton Powell and Jillian
LaSerna voiced their support for
Huerta-Bapat. Powell said he had
received more emails from Spanishspeaking families in the days leading
up to the meeting than he had gotten
in the entirety of the past year, and
LaSerna read aloud an email she
received from one mother in support
of Huerta-Bapat.

DTH/AUSTIN WANG
Carmen Huerta-Bapat, a professor of global studies at UNC, was one of the
final two applicants for recent the CHCCS Board of Education appointment.

“Many of us are afraid to advocate
for our children and their dreams,
and we need someone like Carmen
who can lift our voices and make our
dreams come true,” the email read.
There is no Latinx representation
on the CHCCS board despite the
community making up 16 percent
of the school population and
growing. Huerta-Bapat said Latinx
community members often don’t
reach out to the board due to fear.
“ They feel that if they draw
attention to themselves in any
way, shape or form, they’re going
to be identified and be deported,”
she said. “People have dropped off
their children at school and not
been able to pick them up because

they had been deported. I don’t
think people understand the fear
they live under and the challenges
of their daily existence.”
Aside from the brief comments
made by Powell and LaSerna, the
board did not have a discussion
about Latinx representation or racial
equity in the meeting before voting.
The Chapel Hill-Carrboro NAACP
and the Campaign for Racial Equity
In Our Schools sent a joint letter to
the board on March 3 detailing their
disappointment with how the board
handled the vote. The letter noted
that board members didn’t use the
Racial Equity Impact Assessment
tool that they committed to using in
2017 to aid decision-making.

The letter also included three
requests — that the board include
equity counsel at meetings, take part
in racial equity training and be more
transparent with their deliberations.
“We believe that Lisa Kaylie is a
really good, highly qualified candidate,
so this is not about criticizing her,”
Wanda Hunter, co-founder of the
Campaign for Racial Equity in Our
Schools and one of the writers of
the letter, said. “We just watched the
meeting kind of perplexed that there
was so little discussion and that the
word ‘racial equity’ never came up.”
LaSerna, who is the board
chairperson, said she thinks the Latinx
community is underrepresented in
all levels of leadership in the school
system, and the board should take
assertive action to lift the voices of
the community.
Several students in the CHCCS
system also reached out to the board
through public comment to express
their frustrations with the coin flip.
Many included the message, “If
you won’t stand up for our Latinx
community, WE will. Si no nos
representan, lo haremos nosotros,”
after a call to action posted by the
Carrboro High School Black and
Brown Student Coalition.
“Equity is not a coin flip,” one student
said. “We deserve to have a board that
will represent us, the students.”
Many parents were also frustrated
by the flip. One parent, an immigrant
from Mexico who wished to remain
anonymous due to privacy and safety
concerns, said they felt like their
comments and letters to the board
weren’t taken seriously enough.
“At the end of the day, for this to be
decided by the toss of a coin, I don’t
think it’s right, it’s like they cast us
aside,” they said. “It rubbed me the
wrong way. It felt like they didn’t

take us seriously.”
They said representation on the
school board is important to their
community because some Latinx
parents are scared and unable to
speak up about their experiences
and need someone to communicate
their needs to the board. They said
Huerta-Bapat would have been able
to provide that representation as an
immigrant, and they were saddened
when she wasn’t appointed.
“There’s always going to be a
big difference between the AngloSaxons and the Americans and
us Latinos,” they said. “... They’re
always going to be ahead of us. We
want there to be equality, too, for us
to have the same rights as they do
and to not be cast aside.”
Kaylie said she was happy that
so many members of the Latinx
community raised their voices
during the appointment process
and that she’s passionate about
doing everything she can to uplift
their voices as a new member on
the board.
Huerta-Bapat said she hopes
moving forward, a committee or
advisory council composed of those
working directly with the Latinx
community is developed and has
access to funding in order to meet
the needs of the community. She
also hopes more Latinx community
members are hired within the
school district.
“My mission is making sure their
voices are heard and the needs of this
community are met,” she said. “And
in the grand scheme of things, that’s
all I care about.”
Senior Writer Guillermo
Molero contributed reporting and
translation to this article.
Twitter: @KaylaGuilliams

CHAPEL HILL HOUSING

Town Council vote on development may threaten a mobile home park
Decision at its Wednesday
meeting could impact up
to 73 homes and families

Hongbin Gu, worry approving
the project will set a precedent for
developers to manipulate the council
and jeopardize the housing of residents
of other communities, as well.
“This is the playbook to bully
By Henry Haney
the Town Council into agreeing to
Assistant City & State Editor
city@dailytarheel.com
whatever they want,” Gu said.
Stackhouse Properties did not
The Tar Heel Mobile Home Park is, respond to multiple requests for
to Jennifer Monter, her “forever home.” comment.
Monter, a food service worker at
one of the University’s dining halls, ‘Overall distaste’ for the project
was born and raised in the mobile
home park, which sits on a 14-acre lot
In December 2020, Monter
behind a non-operational Marathon received a letter from Stackhouse
Service Station on Martin Luther King, about the project and an upcoming
Jr. Boulevard. She lives in one of the community meeting. The letter
community’s 73 homes, which is also stated if the rezoning proposal wasn’t
home to several of her family members. approved, the park would be closed
The property’s owner, Stackhouse and the property redeveloped. In this
Properties, plans to redevelop the gas case, residents would have until the
station and build a self-storage unit end of August to remove their homes
on the property, which requires the and search for another place to live.
relocation of several mobile homes.
“For us to be bombarded by these
As of Tuesday, the Chapel Hill Town people, with their plan for having
Council is set to vote on the project’s a storage unit and having people
rezoning proposal on March 10. relocated, is just not appropriate,”
Council members differ on whether Monter said.
they’ll approve the project. But they
Monter said though the residents are
agree the project doesn’t align with largely opposed to the project, they’ve
the Town’s land use goals.
accepted that the project has to happen
They also share the concern for the because they aren’t willing to give up
long-term security of the residents, as their homes, their access to the school
the developer has voiced its intention district or the tight-knit community.
to sell the property and potentially
Eliazar Posada, the ac ting
displace the residents if the project is president and chief executive officer
not approved.
of El Centro Hispano, said the Tar
“The people are my superseding Heel Mobile Home Park community
concern,” council member Allen reached out to the organization
Buansi said.
seeking support. He said workers
Buansi said he’ll vote to approve from El Centro Hispano spoke with
the project on March 10, just as he did dozens of families and, despite an
at the Feb. 24 meeting, where a split “overall distaste” for the project, the
vote delayed the final reading until the community asserted they wanted the
upcoming meeting. The project entails council to approve the project.
a covenant that requires Stackhouse to
“ The owner is holding our
preserve the mobile home park for the community members and the families
next 15 years, among other things.
who are living in that mobile home
Other council members, like park hostage so that he can get his

buildings past the council,” Posada said.
Since Stackhouse bought the
property and proposed the project in
2018, a lack of trust has existed between
the owner and the community. Melissa
Ginsberg, who moved to the park three
years ago, said the property owner
before Stackhouse was more involved
in the community than other landlords
she’d had experience with.
“Whatever issue we had, we’d go
to him and he’d help us,” Monter said
of the old landlord.
A musician who spent years on the
road, Ginsberg wanted to settle into
an affordable home with her daughter.
The old landlord, who had known
many families in the mobile home
park for decades, convinced her it was
a family-oriented community. After
she moved in, the park came under
the management of Stackhouse, who
implemented rules and managed the
property with a different approach than
what many were accustomed to.
Ginsberg, who had to move to a
different lot because of the project,
said she doesn’t see a need for a storage
unit, but hopes the project will lead
to improvements in the community.
Though she said relocating in the park
was difficult, the landlord offered those
affected by the storage facility various
options for moving lots, and she’s happy
with how the process went. Ultimately,
she said she trusts the landlord.
“I want to believe that because of
the covenant, the landlord is locked
in to making the changes that they’re
committed to,” she said.
Protecting mobile home park
communities
If the council approves the project
Wednesday, the covenant provides that
the property will remain a mobile home
park until 2036. But the council is aware
the Town needs to take steps to protect
other low-income and vulnerable

DTH/MADDEE BURT
The Chapel Hill Town Council voted in favor of a project to redevelop the
nonoperational Marathon Service Station and the Tar Heel Mobile Home Park.

communities from similar situations.
“We need to go about the work of
developing a proactive actual strategy
so that if this does happen again, we’re
prepared with good housing options for
folks that enable them to stay in town
and to continue to be a part of the fabric
of our community,” Buansi said.
Gu remains adamant about voting
against the project, saying the council
can take short- and long-term reactions
to protect the residents, such as
extending an eviction moratorium until
the Town could downzone the park
into a district meant specifically for
manufactured housing. Downzoning
is a sort of zoning change that reduces
the intensity of a property’s land use.
“We need to carve out a place for
those people who have very limited
resources to be able to live here,” she said.
“I think that is a tool that’s completely
within our regulatory authority.”
Buansi said the council hasn’t
discussed such zoning, but that it
wouldn’t be a permanent protection
for residents in mobile home parks.
In a Facebook post, council member
Karen Stegman said due to Dillon’s

rule — the granting of power to
municipalities by the state — the
Town wouldn’t be able to extend the
statewide eviction moratorium.
At the request of residents the
organization spoke with, El Centro
Hispano will recommend the Town
approves Stackhouse’s proposal, but
Posada insisted much work remains to
be done.
Posada said the Town and Orange
County haven’t done enough to
protect mobile home parks. Moving
forward, he said the municipalities
need to work on identifying tools to
ensure mobile home park residents
aren’t used as “pawns” by developers
seeking approval on their projects.
“The recommendation comes along
with an expectation that the Town
will really sit down and prioritize lowincome communities and folks living
in mobile home parks across the city,”
he said, “because it’s the first — nor
will it be the last — time that our
communities in mobile home parks are
left at the short end of the stick.”
Twitter: @HenryHaney17
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3,500 people to be released from state prisons
A lawsuit challenged
prison conditions
during the pandemic
By Jacob Meredith-Andrews
Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

A recent legal settlement will
result in 3,500 people incarcerated
in North Carolina being released.
Plaintiffs in the lawsuit included
the N.C. NAACP, ACLU of N.C.,
Disability Rights North Carolina and
several incarcerated individuals and
their family members. It challenged
the conditions in North Carolina
prisons during the COVID-19
pandemic.
After more than 10 months of
litigation, the ACLU of North Carolina
and other plaintiffs announced on Feb.
25 that they had reached a settlement

agreement with Gov. Roy Cooper and
other defendant-respondents.
Sandy Marriner, whose legal name
is Dowell, is one of the plaintiffs in
the settlement. She will now be able
to return home from Swannanoa
Correctional Center for Women and
was approved for parole last week.
Amanda Marriner, Sandy’s wife,
said she hopes the settlement and
securing the early release of those
incarcerated will expose urgent health
and safety risks in state prisons.
“The public should not throw people
away, or condemn somebody to death,
or not care about their health and
safety, or think that they’re less entitled
to basic care,” Marriner said.
The legal settlement ensures the
early release of 3,500 people over
the next six months — 1,500 of
whom will be released over the next
three months. The agreement also
maintains many existing COVID-19

mitigation efforts and calls for an
anonymous complaint system.
“This settlement is a momentous
achievement in the fight to protect
incarcerated people during this
public health emergency, but it does
not end our advocacy,” Leah Kang,
staff attorney for the ACLU of North
Carolina, said in the statement.
The coalition of civil rights
organizations and individuals filed
an emergency petition in April of
2020, arguing that close proximity
and unsanitary conditions during
the pandemic constituted cruel and
unusual punishment. Reducing
the population is meant to make
conditions for both those released and
those remaining in the facilities safer.
In June 2020, Wake County
Superior Court Judge Vinston Rozier
ordered the state to reduce the prison
population and institute new measures
to reduce the spread of COVID-19.

T he prison population has
decreased steadily from over 34,000
in February 2020 to over 28,000 as
of February 2021, the lowest it has
been since 1995.
Still, the N.C. Department of
Public Safety has conducted more
than 9,700 positive COVID-19 tests
and confirmed the deaths of 50
prisoners.
Although the settlement outlines
specific measures to mitigate the
spread of COVID-19, there is still
some uncertainty about how the
agreement will be implemented.
Susan Pollitt, a supervising attorney
at Disability Rights North Carolina,
said the parties still have to resolve
how the anonymous complaint system
will be administered.
John Bull, prisons communications
officer for the N.C. Department of
Public Safety, said in an email that
specific details regarding portions of

the settlement will be worked out in
the coming days and weeks.
Elizabeth Simpson is Sandy
Marriner’s lawyer and the associate
director of Emancipate NC.
She said there are multiple
av e n u e s f o r e a r l y r e l e a s e —
including the supervised release of
people eligible for parole that were
sentenced prior to October 1994
through the Mutual Agreement
Parole program.
Simpson said she hopes the
settlement agreement will also have
long-term effects on the way North
Carolina approaches incarceration.
“It will be a recognition that our
state was over-punishing — overincarcerating — its citizens, and that
actually detracts opportunities for
community and is not the best way
of handling harm,” Simpson said.
Twitter: @Jacob_M_Andrews

Students reflect on intramural sports in lockdown

DTH/HELEN MCGINNIS
John Miringu, a junior business major and former intramural athlete, poses
with his basketball at the courts outside of Ram Village on Mar. 8, 2021.

By Jeremiah Holloway
Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

While shooting around in Ram’s
Head Recreation Center as a firstyear, John Miringu got a random
invitation to play flag football for an
intramural team.
“And that was about it,” Miringu, a
junior majoring in business, said. “I
just played flag football and it was fun,
so I decided to play basketball when
that season came around.”

Though he did not play sports in
high school, Miringu appreciated
the opportunity to play competitive
sports for an organized team at UNC.
But in the absence of intramural
sports, a portion of Miringu’s college
experience has been missing.
After COVID-19 sent students
home in March 2020, in-person
intramural sports halted. With social
distancing, playing sports in groups
was no longer an option. Now, one
year into the pandemic, students are
reflecting on everything in-person

intramurals gave them — and what students enjoyed playing through
they’ve lost since they disappeared. Campus Recreation were not
available for the 2020-21 school year.
To remedy this, alternative options
‘Being competitive but not
were
added to the list. During the fall
overly competitive’
semester, many of these were virtual,
Students like Miringu have long including video games and monthly
used intramural sports to become trivia nights.
Tori Hooker, the senior assistant
involved in the campus community.
Ellie Golbus, a junior nursing major director of sport programs at
from Matthews, played volleyball in Campus Recreation, said the goal
high school. When she got to campus, was to connect both on- and offone of her friends suggested she try campus students.
“I think that’s the great thing about
intramurals.
Golbus heeded her friend’s advice the virtual opportunities is that you
can participate in those from wherever
and decided to play.
“I think I liked the being-in-a- you are,” Hooker said. “Definitely is
team aspect the most,” Golbus said. reaching a certain group of students
“And being able to do that with that just wouldn’t be participating
friends and it being competitive but in-person otherwise.”
The spring semester features
not overly competitive.”
Senior Darvez Ellis, an economics different virtual options for games.
major from Fayetteville, played A Pick ‘Em league for ACC basketball
basketball during his first and third allows students to predict the
outcomes of games in the conference.
years as a student.
Ellis, like Miringu and Golbus, An altered version of H.O.R.S.E lets
students play the popular basketball
had friends on his team.
“Me and my group of friends started trick shot game by participating
playing during our second semester,” either on campus or online.
Soccer tennis, Spikeball and
Ellis said. “My roommate was in club
basketball, but we all decided to make CROSSNET, which all have videos
on the Campus Recreation website
an IM league team.”
explaining their rules, open in March
as in-person options.
‘Find other avenues’
“Soccer tennis and CROSSNET,
in particular, are two somewhat
The intramural sports these new sports,” Hooker said. “They’ve

been trending up in recent years
and are growing in popularity, but
definitely would still be considered
nontraditional.”
Those who got involved with
intramurals to participate in their
original sports, however, have found
different ways to exercise.
“Just had to find other avenues to
try to safely have fun with my peers
but also be cautious of everything
that’s going on,” Ellis said. “Just
really been trying to figure out ways
to be creative and still have fun.”

A healthy break
Beyond the fitness benefits,
intramurals served as a communal
activity where students could easily
connect with one another.
“Normally, that was an escape
from school,” Miringu said. “It was
nice to have that break during the
week, and that’s actually how I kept
up with some of my closest friends on
campus, because we didn’t have the
same schedules and stuff. ”
Intramurals gave Golbus an
opportunity to meet with her friends
during the week too.
“It’s kind of reduced my physical
interaction with those people,” she
said. “A lot of what we did was based
on doing sports together.”
Twitter: @jerem11ah
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Elevate: Amplifying Voices in Our Community is a project that was launched in
August 2020. Created in collaboration with the first Sharif Durhams Leadership
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Advocates respond to violence against Asian Americans
By Praveena Somasundaram
Audience Engagement Editor
city@dailytarheel.com

When UNC junior Valerie Nguyen
and her mother were shopping at
Michaels in Centreville, Virginia, last
May, she said other customers glared
at them as they passed by.
Months before this, when COVID19 cases were starting to be reported
across the U.S., Nguyen went to another
university to meet with a researcher.
Nguyen extended her hand.
“Oh, I don’t want to shake your
hand,” the researcher said.
Over the past year, Nguyen has
been mistaken for Chinese and faced
the anti-Asian sentiment that has
paralleled the COVID-19 pandemic,
which originated in China.
“I felt very alarmed,” Nguyen said.
As of February, there were about
2,800 incidents of anti-Asian hate
since the pandemic began, according
to self-reported data from Stop Asian
American Pacific Islander Hate.
Though violence against Asian
Americans has risen particularly
in major U.S. cities, community

members say anti-Asian racism is not
In a campus message Tuesday,
new — and that there is much work Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz, Provost
that needs to be done to address it.
Bob Blouin and interim Chief Diversity
Officer Sibby Anderson-Thompkins
Multiple waves of violence
emphasized the work of the AAC in
addressing the issue.
Heidi Kim, an associate professor
“We are committed to supporting
of English and director of UNC’s the Asian American community
Asian American Center, said she’s and engaging the wider community
lived through multiple waves of through the work of Carolina’s Asian
violence against Asian Americans.
American Center and encourage you to
“What that means when you have access the resources and events that the
multiple waves is that it never goes Center provides,” the statement read.
away,” Kim said. “It just becomes much
more visible and prevalent at certain Addressing the problem
times, and unfortunately, we’re living
through one of those times right now.”
Like the AAC, Pan-Asian social
Violence against Asian Americans justice organization North Carolina
received national attention in 2015, Asian Americans Together provides
when David Hwang, a Tony Award- space for the community to discuss the
winning playwright and professional issue. NCAAT also compiled an online
connection of Kim, was stabbed in the form for community members to report
neck in New York.
incidences of discrimination and bias.
Beyond a personal level, Kim
Ricky Leung, senior director of
has studied the recurrence of this programs, said addressing anti-Asian
violence throughout history as an American violence also includes
Asian American studies academic.
reducing other systemic barriers such
“It comes up at times of economic as housing and health care access.
competition,” Kim said. “It comes up at
“We also want folks to pay attention
times of conflict with Asian countries.” to the root causes and address those

DTH/CYNTHIA LIU
“I’ve lived through multiple waves of anti-Asian American violence,” says Heidi
Kim. “You start to realize there’s an underlying racism that’s always there.”

so that we’re not always on the rapid
response,” Leung said.
As a child of Asian American
immigrants, Nguyen said it’s also
important to change the narrative
to make the immigrant community
more open to recognizing the
inequities they face in the U.S.

“Yes, things are better here,
but that doesn’t mean you have
to remain complacent or silent
when things are wrong and when
things are negatively impacting
you,” she said.
Twitter: @praveenavsoma

Meet UNC’s MLK Unsung Hero Awards winners
By Kate Carroll
Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

This year’s recipients of the
UNC’s MLK Unsung Hero Awards
work in starkly different fields —
one in journalism and the other in
occupational science and therapy.
But one thing is consistent: Both
recipients have strong commitments
to diversity, equity and inclusion.
The MLK Unsung Hero Awards are
given annually to up to two recipients
from the UNC community who display
an ongoing impact and commitment
to inclusion through their everyday
work and actions.
“(The award) focuses on honoring
and recognizing someone who
embodies the spirit of Martin Luther
King, Jr., but really uses their everyday
lives to make an impact in terms of
equity, diversity, equity and inclusion,”
Sibby Anderson Thompkins, interim
chief diversity officer, said.
This year, the University has
p r e s e n t e d t h e aw a r d t o tw o
recipients — Trevy A. McDonald
and Khalilah R. Johnson.
Trevy A. McDonald
McDonald has been facilitating

conversations about diversity, equity
and inclusion into UNC’s Hussman
School of Journalism and Media
classrooms since she began teaching
at the University over 10 years ago.
As the Julian Scheer Term associate
professor and the inaugural director
of diversity, equity and inclusion for
Hussman, McDonald incorporates
salient issues and perspectives on
inclusion into her work, research,
lessons and administration.
“To be recognized by not just
my peers at Hussman, but the
University as a whole as a champion
for diversity is so meaningful to me,”
McDonald said. “Because ever since
I was an undergraduate student,
I’ve been committed to diversity,
and particularly do my research and
teaching through representations
of marginalized and minoritized
communities in mainstream media.”
Anderson Thompkins said she has
gotten to see McDonald’s commitment
to inclusion over her time at UNC.
As director of diversity, equity and
inclusion in the Hussman School,
McDonald spearheads initiatives
to make classrooms more inclusive
and to ensure that students become
more culturally competent through
curriculum, outside activities and
career opportunities.

“In my role as the director of
diversity, equity and inclusion, it’s sort
of full circle for me, because I’m not
just teaching it, I’m helping implement
it in the school,” McDonald said. “I’m
helping to foster a sense of belonging
for students, for staff, for faculty in the
school, and creating programming to
present an opportunity for everyone to
be involved.”
Anderson Thompkins said
while McDonald now has the role
of director of diversity, equity and
inclusion, she has been leading the
conversation in Hussman since long
before she earned the title.
“And really, even through her
research, she has made this the focus of
her career,” Anderson Thompkins said.
“Her research focuses on civil rights. And
it’s ironic that she would get the MLK
Unsung Hero Award because MLK has
really shaped a lot of her career.”
McDonald said receiving the award
serves as a signal of the work she is
doing and the important focus that
the University is taking on diversity,
equity and inclusion.
“It shows that we are, number one,
paying attention to what’s going on and
realizing the importance of it, as well
as just hopefully creating opportunities
for us to just ignite and continue to
ignite the conversation around racial

and social justice,” McDonald said.
Khalilah R. Johnson
Johnson was the first African
American doctoral student in
occupational science at UNC,
earning her degree in 2016.
“The first thing that comes to mind
is that, at the time that I graduated,
why are there firsts?” Johnson said.
“It’s mind blowing, honestly, to be
the first Black anything in this day
and age. I am a sort of like a walking
example of how far we still need to go.”
Johnson’s perspective on her
o w n e x p e r i e n c e s i s r e fl e c t e d
i n h e r w o r k a n d r e s e a r c h at
UNC and beyond. She is an
associate professor in the UNC
School of Medicine’s Division
o f O c c u p at i o n a l S c i e n c e a n d
Occupational Therapy and
affiliate research faculty member
at the Virginia Commonwealth
University Center for Cultural
Experiences in Prevention.
“In my discipline, the ways it impacts
my work is sort of automatically taking
up the torch to it and to ensure that we
are not just diverse in my profession,
but inclusive and just and anti-racist
as well,” Johnson said.
Johnson uses social media,

conferences, teaching, research
and other platforms to advocate
for inclusivity within occupational
science. She conducts research on the
treatment of racially marginalized
individuals living with intellectual
and developmental disabilities.
“As a professor, she is really the
driving force to diversify the discipline
and field as well as their curriculum,”
Anderson Thompkins said.
Johnson said that receiving the
MLK Unsung Hero Award was
unexpected and humbling.
“I really see awards and accolades
as a challenge to be better for the
next thing,” Johnson said. “So it’s like
you’ve been recognized sort of at this
level, how am I going to level up?”
Moving forward in her work,
Johnson said she sees her greatest
impact in her students.
“But what I’ve come to realize,
though, is that when we as in
academics or practitioners who are
also academics, use our platforms
to really bring to light issues that I
think people tend to shy away from,
that students and practitioners tend
to not just hold on to it — but are
inspired by it and mobilize around
their own efforts,” she said.
Twitter: @dailytarheel

BEI creates a space for Black creators and innovators
By William Christensen
Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

When business administration
major and sophomore Sherrod Crum
noticed that Black students were
less aware of the resources available
for those pursuing an education in
business, he set out to bridge that gap.
“There wasn’t really a space
for Black entrepreneurs here on
campus,” Crum said. “So, I just
decided one day that I wanted to
create that space.”
Near the end of the spring 2020
semester, Crum helped to start
the Black Entrepreneur Initiative.
The initiative provides networking
opportunities, seminars and
resources to Black UNC students
looking to start or improve their
small businesses.
“The overarching goal of the Black

Entrepreneur Initiative is to see Black
businesses thrive and continue,”
BEI co-founder and vice president
Kene Uwajeh said. “A lot of the time,
because we don’t have the same access
to resources and capital, things of
that nature, our businesses tend to
not last as long and not produce that
generational wealth.”
Crum, president of BEI, founded
the initiative with the help of five likeminded UNC students who now fill the
organization’s officer positions: Uwajeh,
Co-Secretaries Gabrielle Loppe and
Jordan Johnson, Treasurer Ajani
McIntosh and Outreach Coordinator
Jamal Smith.
Crum said BEI is a service-based
organization, meaning students
can participate in and attend
events without having to worry
about membership.
During the COVID-19 pandemic,
events hosted by BEI have been held

online. According to the BEI website,
events include informational seminars
on how to register a business with
the state, tips on how to improve a
LinkedIn profile and advice seminars
on applying for grants and internships.
“It is a place where Black creators and
Black innovators and entrepreneurs
can come and be cultivated and meet
people and network,” Johnson said. “It
really is a hub.”
Uwajeh said the efforts of BEI
have been largely inspired by “Black
Wall Street,” a nickname given to a
neighborhood in Tulsa, Oklahoma
where Black-owned businesses were
burned down by a white mob in 1919.
“We kind of refer to this as well
to honor them in a way,” Uwajeh
said. “And to continue to inform
our people about their legacy and
the work that they did, which was
unfortunately cut short.”
Johnson, who was certified to

work as a nail technician in high
school, said the organization’s
networking opportunities have given
her a space to support other Blackowned businesses on campus while
growing her own business.
“My favorite part about it is
just being surrounded by likeminded peers and just being
able to talk openly and feel no
judgement,” Johnson said. “It’s a
great way to network.”
Crum said he is looking forward to
growing BEI as an organization, and is
confident in the organization’s ability
to help young Black entrepreneurs
navigate the business world.
“We have a lot of plans for BEI
and are really excited about it,”
Crum said. “We really would love
for BEI to be a legacy for all of us
to leave behind.”
Twitter: @dailytarheel

DTH/IRA WILDER
Sophomore Jordan Johnson,
secretary and co-founder of the Black
Entrepreneurship Initiative, poses for a
virtual portrait on Feb. 26, 2021.
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ABROAD AMID THE PANDEMIC

Then: UNC brings students abroad home
With over 400 students
abroad in March 2020,
UNC had to act quickly
By Kennedy Rushing
Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

UNC canceled all study abroad
programs on March 17, 2020, after
the World Health Organization
declared COVID-19 a pandemic.
But the University had almost 400
students already studying abroad for
the spring 2020 semester. We talked
with students and leaders about how
the University outlined a plan to return
students to their home countries.
“Our goals were definitely to
get all students back home safely,”
Derek Shepard, the study abroad
advisor for Asia-Pacific and domestic
programs, said.
Behind the scenes: returning home
Shepard said study abroad
advisers spoke to students and
their parents over Zoom about the
logistics of returning to the U.S.
They helped students coordinate
flights and make plans to complete
their coursework — with the goal
of minimizing financial strain
and avoiding negative impacts on
students’ academic progress.
Shepard said the UNC Study
Abroad Office processed more than
$600,000 in refunded program fees
and housing deposits. Once students
returned home, many were able to
complete their coursework online.
Swadha Rai, a senior studying
computer science, as well as statistics
and analytics, studied abroad at the
National University of Singapore in
spring 2020.
She said the National University
of Singapore started transitioning
toward virtual learning while she
was still in Singapore.
She said after the number of

COVID-19 cases increased, her
classes went fully virtual. By midMarch, UNC contacted her about
returning to the U.S.
“I don’t think I was surprised
because I had friends in Europe who
had to go back home way earlier,” Rai
said. “I did feel like it was a matter
of time until we had to come back.”
Rai said UNC gave students the
option of staying abroad if they could
find a way to extend their student
visas. Students in countries with
low numbers of COVID-19 cases,
such as Singapore, Taiwan and New
Zealand, had the option to stay
abroad, Shepard said.
“Some students were able, in those
situations, to kind of hunker down and
stay,” Shepard said. “The situation was
a little bit better for them.”
But Rai said uncertainty around
the ability to return home motivated
many students to leave.
“I think generally people felt like
Singapore was a safer place to be but,
naturally, every country was calling
back their citizens,” Rai said. “It was
that tough situation of, ‘Where are
we actually going to be safer?’ I think
that’s what a lot of us had to sit down
and figure out.”
Rai said she returned home at the
end of March, about two weeks after
she received UNC’s email to return.
UNC helped her pay for her flights
back home.
Rai said UNC did a good job
aiding in the transition back home
by being in constant communication
with returning students, allowing
her classes to be declared pass/fail
and hosting virtual wellness sessions.
She was able to complete the rest of
her coursework online.
The shift to virtual
Shepard said most students
were able to return to their home
countries by the end of March. But
some students were unable to return
due to border closings.

DTH/IRA WILDER
“Hopefully I’ll be able to go back at some point, but I am really appreciative for the time I did have there,” said junior
public relations major Marlee Greene, who was studying abroad in Florence, Italy when the pandemic began.

“We kept close in touch with those
students,” Shepard said. “All were
able to complete their academic
programs, too.”
Shepard said the study abroad
office helped international students
who were unable to come to campus
this year by putting them in study
abroad programs in their home
countries. This helped students
avoid large time zone differences for
synchronous classes.
Marlee Greene, a junior majoring in
advertising and public relations, studied
at Lorenzo de’ Medici in Florence, Italy
in spring 2020. She said her program
was supposed to last from January to the
beginning of May, but she was only there
a little more than two months.
Greene said she knew UNC would
cancel the program when she saw

students from other U.S. universities
returning home.
“I knew of probably two or three
people within my program — one of
them being one of my roommates,”
Greene said. “She had decided to
go ahead and go back just because
her parents wanted her back, which
I completely understand. It was just
all so up in the air.”
Greene said she and her parents
worked with UNC study abroad
advisers and her university in Italy
to plan her return to the U.S. She had
to work with the airlines and pay a
little extra to reschedule her original
flights, but she returned to the U.S.
on March 3 to begin quarantining.
“I think UNC did the best they
could because I know that they
wanted us to stay there just as much

as we wanted to,” Greene said.
Shepard said the decision to return
students home was made in conjunction
with the Vice Provost for Global Affairs
and the Risk Management Advisory
Committee. He said these decisions
were based on data from the U.S. State
Department, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and the World
Health Organization threat analysis.
Shepard said although the
number of programs is reduced,
there are still opportunities for
students to study abroad both
in-person and virtually.
“There’s really a whole host of
opportunities,” Shepard said. “We’re
always happy to help students
explore a global experience.”
Twitter: @dailytarheel

Now: Study Abroad offers new opportunities

DTH/KENNEDY RUSHING
Derek Shepard, the study abroad advisor for Asia-Pacific and domestic
programs is photographed virtually on Tuesday, March 2, 2021.

Limited study abroad
options lead to virtual
global alternatives

of study abroad and international
exchanges, said the UNC Study
Abroad Office still offers some
traditional study abroad programs.
“Separately, we have introduced
virtual study abroad or virtual
By Kennedy Rushing
exchange opportunities this year
Staff Writer
for students so that they can enroll
university@dailytarheel.com
courses at a global partner university
Even during a pandemic, UNC from here in Chapel Hill,” she said.
students still have the opportunity
to experience studying abroad.
Traveling during a pandemic
Whether from their computer
screen or in another country, the
Wa r d s a i d U N C h a s 1 6
Study Abroad Office has adapted undergraduate study abroad programs
during COVID-19 to offer students in 12 countries in spring 2021.
opportunities for a “global experience.”
Students wanting to study abroad
Heather Ward, the associate dean sign an agreement stating they will

follow local health protocols and
COVID-19 prevention rules at their
host universities, Ward said. Students
must also maintain GeoBlue medical
insurance, which covers treatment for
COVID-related illnesses.
The main focus is communicating
to students the risks of studying abroad
during a pandemic. Ward said she
believes it is important for students and
parents to have accurate expectations.
“We are doing everything possible
to make sure these programs are safe,”
Ward said. “Students have the support
from our office and locally that they
would need through this unusual time.”
Hana Khan, a junior studying
at Korea University, said after her
program was canceled last year, she
wanted to try to study abroad again.
Khan said her study abroad advisers
warned her about the limited
number of programs this year.
“It was like, ‘Apply, and we
encourage you to do so, but it might
not go through, and we might have
to look at alternatives,’” Khan said.
She said the study abroad office
spoke with students about following
their host country’s COVID-19
guidelines and protocols.
“They really expected the
students, once they go abroad, to just
be respectful,” Khan said.
Khan said she took multiple
COVID-19 tests and quarantined
for two weeks when she arrived. Now
that she is out of quarantine, she
must have temperature checks daily.
Emily Rosario, a junior studying
abroad at Seoul National University
in South Korea, said the University is
doing the best it can to keep students
abroad safe amid the pandemic.
She said all of her classes are
online until COVID -19 levels

decrease in Korea.
Rosario said she recommends
students do lots of research and have
back-up programs before they decide
to study abroad.
“You still have to figure out the
customs, the regulations, how you would
be able to interact with those regulations
in the country,” Rosario said.
Ward said there are 44 students
studying abroad who required physical
travel from the U.S. to their host
country. But the study abroad office
also allowed 17 international students
at UNC who were unable to come to the
U.S. to enroll in study abroad programs
in their home countries.
“We also have UNC international
students who went home at some
point last year and have not been able
to return to campus, and in order
to maintain their UNC enrollment,
we were able to place them in study
abroad programs in their home
countries,” Ward said.
Virtual alternatives
Ward said despite the pandemic,
UNC still wants to continue its
Global Guarantee — the University’s
promise to make a global education
available to every student.
Katie Bowler Young, the interim
senior director for global partnership
and programs, said one way the
University is keeping this promise is
by launching the Connecting Carolina
Classrooms with the World initiative.
“We looked at ways that we could
enhance offerings that worked in
this period of the pandemic with its
constraints and to do it in a way that
we could continue to build upon to
expand Carolina’s portfolio of global
education opportunities on the long

term,” Young said.
A part of Connection Carolina
Classrooms with the world
is the Collaborative Online
International Learning.
“COIL connects a classroom at
Carolina with a classroom at a partner
institution in which the faculty members
work together to develop a module, or
a component of a course, in a way that
gives students a sustained opportunity
to engage with one another and learn
from and with each other,” Young said.
Young said 21 COIL courses
launched at the undergraduate,
graduate and professional levels.
Students in these courses work
on group projects, put presentations
together and interview one another.
She said it allows students to share
and hear the ideas of students
from different social, political and
cultural backgrounds.
The study abroad office has also
implemented virtual study abroad
programs. Ward said virtual study
abroad programs allow students
anywhere in the world to enroll in
courses or research projects with a
partner university abroad.
“In a virtual study abroad course,
students learn alongside students
in the home country,” Ward said.
“In most cases, they offer some
interesting learning opportunities
that students might not have from
here in Chapel Hill.”
Ward said she expects COIL and
the virtual study abroad program to
remain after the pandemic is over.
“We share the feeling that there
will be more opportunities than ever
before to connect our students to the
world,” she said.
Twitter: @dailytarheel
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ONLINE LEARNING

Switching from in-person to ‘Zoom University’
The pandemic could
change UNC’s approach
to teaching permanently

she said. “I hope we keep experimenting
and trying new things, while giving
students leeway around assignment
deadlines and exam formats.”
On an individual level, Blouin said
that after the pandemic, the way he
By Lauren McCarthy
works may also permanently change.
Staff Writer
“I don’t imagine having as many
university@dailytarheel.com
meetings face-to-face in my office,”
When the University made the he said. “There is some efficiency
switch to remote instruction last and time-saving associated with
March, nobody imagined it would remote interactions.”
last a year.
Yet as the anniversary of the What’s been missing
shift to online learning approaches,
many students and faculty feel more
Despite this, Blouin said there
adjusted to it — and some changes are some drawbacks to a completely
brought about by the pandemic virtual atmosphere. Specifically, a lot
could permanently change UNC’s of people miss the personal touch.
approach to learning.
“When faculty and students
Provost Bob Blouin said the are interacting actively and when
blending of synchronous and students are engaged and interacting
asynchronous teaching strategies has actively, the outcome of that is
enriched the educational experience. sometimes magical,” he said. “It’s a
“One of the by-products of the lot harder to create that in the Zoom
pandemic will be that faculty can classroom experience.”
carefully design courses combining
Senior economics major Pavan
asynchronous technologies with Chaudhari said one of the biggest
face-to-face, residential learning,” drawbacks to online learning is
he said. “This allows us to develop the disconnect between students
superior pedagogical strategies for a and professors.
better student experience.”
“Every professor has a different
Viji Sathy, professor of the idea of how they conduct their
practice in the Department of classrooms,” he said. “If we were
Psychology and Neuroscience, said to ever do this again, I want to see
flexibility and creativity have been professors being absolutely clear
the most positive changes to come about their goals for the class.”
out of the pandemic.
Another disadvantage of a remote
“I hope we don’t lose that creativity,” environment is the lack of feedback

from students, Sathy said.
“We can have small talk with
students before the class session starts,
I can look at your body language, I can
see your face,” she said. “A lot of us are
very comfortable with knowing how to
read the room.”
Sathy had previously used a
flipped-classroom method, where
students watch videos and learn
new material on their own before
engaging in practice or discussion
during the class period. T he
transition to remote instruction
wasn’t too difficult — but the mental
adjustment was hard on her and her
students, she said.
“There’s just a lot about this that
is not natural as a human being,” she
said. “To do this alone for so long.
Especially for young adults, this is
just super hard.”
Overcoming obstacles
But for some, things have gotten
easier since the pandemic began.
Chaudhari said the adjustment was
stressful at first, but he has now found
a rhythm with online instruction.
“In spring 2020, I had no motivation
to go to Zoom meetings or do my work,”
he said. “And I could really feel it. Now,
a year later, I think the systems in place
have just become a lot more solidified,
so students know what to expect going
into a Zoom class.”
Blouin said when the pandemic
began, the potential threat of

DTH/JULIAN GOLDNER
First year Alexandra Zubrowicz regularly attends Zoom classes from her dorm.

COVID-19 was still unknown. The
University did not have the systems
in place, such as the ability to test
students or provide extra masks to
frontline workers, to handle it.
The situation is different now.
Blouin said the University is now
much better equipped to handle the
pandemic — and its adjusted approach
to learning is one part of that.
Blouin said he believes the
University ’s remote teaching
methods have evolved over the
course of the pandemic.
“It started out as a way for students
to stay on track,” he said. “When

it became apparent we’d have to
continue remote learning for the fall,
the strategy shifted to elevating the
educational product that we’re trying
to deliver.”
Blouin said the pandemic has
brought many changes, but providing
a quality education to students is still
a top priority.
“We’re constantly adapting,”
Blouin said. “I think that our
priorities are clear. We want to do
our very best to preserve the mission
of the University.”
Twitter: @dailytarheel

UNC’s libraries work to meet student needs
Mail, curbside and digital
options help resources
remain accessible by all
By Sabrina Ortiz
Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

So, you need a book for class. You
might head to Davis Library, talk
with a librarian or researcher, check
out a book and hunker down at a
desk to cram out your paper.
But in a year of remote instruction,
library research looks different.
In the face of COVID-19 and a year
of mostly online learning, University
Libraries has implemented several
programs to make sure students have
access to the resources they need.
Joe Williams, director of public
services for University Libraries, said

students should know, regardless of
their location, that they have a plethora
of options to attain library resources.
“No matter how or where students
are studying now, they have continued
access to the library, whether that be
safe in-person interactions, online
consultations, e-books and other
electronic resources, and contact lists —
including mail-to-home,” Williams said.
In addition to allowing book
pickup at the service desks, the
librar y has also implemented
curbside pickup. Students can opt
for curbside pickup online, and a
library staff member will bring the
book outside to their car.
Another program is the
digitalization of content. When
possible, the library will attempt
to deliver content digitally for
users upon request, Williams said.
This option is ideal for students in

Carolina Away or those who would
like to eliminate any contact at all.
Ja s o n To m b e r l i n , h e a d o f
research and instructional services
at the Wilson Special Collections
Library, said Wilson Library has two
knowledge imaging center scanners
working 9 to 5 almost every day. The
scanners allow students and faculty
members to digitally archive physical
books and articles.
“We have been able to answer
most questions that way for free and
that is one of the most outstanding
things,” he said.
The mail-in option is another tool
for students who are not residing
on campus. Students have to opt for
the “delivery by mail” option when
choosing how to pick up and shipping
fees are covered by the library.
“Among the different contactless
delivery services we have in place, that

includes mailing resources to students,”
Williams said. “We do provide delivery
through the postal service along with
paid return shipping. So if for some
reason we can’t get resources to you
digitally, we’ll do it physically.”
According to University Libraries,
Wilson Library’s “digital first”
scanning program has made 189,676
scans from the beginning of the
program through Feb. 26. Combined,
the in-person and curbside pickup
programs have delivered 36,238
items to library users since the
service began in the summer.
Vice Provost for University
Libraries Elaine Westbrooks said
University Libraries has shown a
commitment to creating a safe system
for students to continue to reap the
benefits of a UNC education no
matter what the situation may be. She
feels like this is the library’s mission.

“We have done nothing but adapt
everything we do for our community
and that is our mission, we want access,
we want people to use what we have,”
Westbrooks said. “We want to be a
value that is relevant to our students,
faculty, staff as well as the citizens of the
state, and we always adapted.”
Tomberlin said that there was
already a robust library and archives
digitization program in place before
the pandemic — and with the onset
of COVID-19, the need for these
programs greatly increased.
Decisions on whether the
rest of these programs will stay
permanently will take time. But
for now, University Libraries
is staying focused on meeting
students’ needs while the
pandemic continues.
Twitter: @dailytarheel

UNC STUDENT POPULATION

UNC’s 2020-2021 enrollment is remaining steady
By Jacie Smith
Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Despite a pandemic that has forced
college classes online nationwide,
enrollment has slightly increased
at UNC — a stark contrast from
universities across the country.
Some students and staff have said
this growth is due to the spirit of
UNC students, the implementation
of certain new policies and a strong
work ethic by University staff.
Interim Vice Provost of
Enrollment Rachelle Feldman said
that enrollment this spring “is pretty
much exactly the same as last spring.”
She said that the University’s
enrollment has grown 1.2 percent
since the beginning of the pandemic
in spring 2020. Although the actual
number of undergraduate students
enrolled at UNC has fallen slightly,
Feldman said there are more
students taking a greater number
of credit hours. The number of
graduate and professional students
has also continuously grown.
Ronik Grewal, a first-year

information science major, said he knew
that the on-campus experience was not
going to be a completely normal one —
there was a likelihood that he would not
fully be plugged into campus socially or
through extracurriculars. But he still
wanted to experience the culture and
decided to live on campus for both the
fall and spring semesters.
Feldman said that the decision to
continue online learning by many
students is a testament to their strength.
“It really says something about
our students that they were willing to
stick with it and still wanted to study
and finish the term,” Feldman said.
Feldman credited the Office of
Student Affairs for creating a variety
of safe activities that would keep
students involved and connected to
UNC and their fellow students. These
include virtual game nights hosted

through the Carolina Covenant
program and the Carolina Away
virtual learning program created for
first-year and transfer students.
While Feldman said these programs
encouraged student involvement,
some UNC students still decided
against returning to campus during
the pandemic. Some of these decisions
stem from nationally high prices for
university tuition and the spread of the
COVID-19 virus on college campuses.
Rising junior Alex Evans decided
to take a gap year in order to work
and travel safely. She said she
realized quickly during the spring
2020 semester that online learning
was not for her. She opted to take the
2020-2021 school year off.
“Even if I am taking my classes
online, I think there is more to the
college experience than just the

“It really says something about our students that they
were willing to stick with it and still wanted to study
and finish the term.”
Rachelle Feldman

Interim Vice Provost of Enrollment

academic component, and I just
didn’t think I would get the social or
athletic aspect,” she said.
Evans said that her previous
professors were welcoming and
understanding with online learning.
She said that the creation of the
Carolina Together Testing Program
this semester is a great addition in
order to keep students safe while also
allowing a small return to normalcy.
“It seemed like some of my friends
were able to lead COVID-safe, but
potentially more normal lives because
they had the peace of mind of being
able to take COVID tests,” Evans said.
Grewal also said the University’s
new policies are a possible reason that
the enrollment has remained steady.
“I trusted the new guidelines put
in place mainly because those were
working for other schools, so I was
pretty confident that we wouldn’t get
kicked off campus this time,” he said.
Compared to last semester, more
students are living on campus.
Eighty-five percent of classes are
being delivered remotely this spring,
compared to the 100 percent online

instruction of the fall.
Feldman also said that UNC
teaching staff ’s ability to be flexible
with teaching online helped ease the
transition in the fall and contribute
to the successes of the spring.
Grewal hopes that UNC will continue
to keep the University’s COVID-19 task
force and testing program intact even as
vaccines are being distributed.
Feldman said she hopes that
communication with scientific experts
and careful following of guidelines
from UNC Health and the CDC
will encourage more students to feel
comfortable coming back to campus and
doing in-person learning and activities.
She said she empathizes with the
desire of both students and faculty to
return to normalcy on campus in the
safest way possible.
“We all want to be here on campus
and make sure seniors can climb
the Bell Tower and people can go
to sports and hang out on the quad
when it’s sunny,” Feldman said. “And,
hopefully, we will be back there soon.”
Twitter: @dailytarheel
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From beginning to now: A brief timeline of the pandemic

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/ALEX BERENFELD

March 11, 2020

UNC announces extended spring break and
transition to online classes, followed six days later
with later with the closure of residence halls

BY THE NUMBERS:
UNC DURING COVID-19
The University transitioned to remote
learning on March 11 as COVID-19 spread the
state and country. A lot has happened since
then. Here’s a look at data points that paint a
picture of a year like no other.

May 5, 2020

Gov. Roy Cooper moves N.C. into Phase One of
re-opening while maintaining the stay-at-home
order

DTH FILE/ANGELINA KATSANIS

August 5, 2020

UNC students move back into on-campus
housing throughout the first week in August
before the first day of class

By Sonia Rao
On March 3, 2020, the first case
of coronavirus was reported in North
Carolina. At that time, COVID-19 had
killed only nine people in the U.S.
One year later, the pandemic has
taken the lives of over 11,000 North
Carolinians and 500,000 Americans.
Here’s a look back at some of the
events across the county and state that
have transpired since the beginning of
the pandemic:
The early stages of COVID-19
Feb. 11, 2020 - Gov. Roy Cooper
announced a Novel Coronavirus
Task Force to coordinate COVID-19
containment efforts at the local, state
and national levels.
Experts and government officials
said COVID-19 was of little risk to
most North Carolina residents, but it
didn’t hurt to be prepared.
March 3, 2020 - The first N.C.
COVID-19 case was reported in Wake
County.
At the time, the report said it was an
isolated case, and the illness was not
widespread throughout the state.
March 6, 2020 - A second N.C.
COVID-19 case was reported in
Chatham County.

October 10, 2020

Fans attend the first in-person football game
of the season against Virigina Tech after Kenan
Memorial Stadium opened at 7% capacity

DTH FILE/YATES MCCONNELL

February 24, 2021

N.C. enters Phase 3 of its vaccine rollout plan,
making frontline essential workers eligible for
vaccination

942,005

500

41,000

75,000+

980

439

70

7,409,842

11

7,186

15

11,299

21,727
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Zoom calls held under
UNC’s license between
March 1, 2020 and Feb. 22.

total participants logged
onto these UNC-Chapel Hill
Zoom meetings.

distanced outdoor study
seats across and around
UNC’s campus.

classrooms converted to
study spaces with social
distancing measures.

face shields produced at
MakerSpaces for UNC Health,
and other places.

virtual individual theraoy
sessions provided by UNC
through CAPS.

Breaking down how the pandemic hit N.C.
City & State Editor
city@dailytarheel.com
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There were 40 COVID-19 cases
Dine-in restaurants, salons,
across 16 counties in North Carolina. barbershops, and swimming pools
were able to reopen at 50 percent
March 23, 2020 - In an executive capacity. Gyms, bars and public
order, Cooper announced all public playgrounds remained closed.
schools would be closed until May
Mass gatherings were limited to 10
15. He also ordered the majority of people indoors and 25 people outdoors.
retail locations, like gyms and salons,
to close.
Sept. 3, 2020 - North Carolina
moved into Phase 2.5, a new phase that
March 25, 2020 - Orange County allowed gyms, museums, aquariums
issued a stay-at-home order.
and playgrounds to open at limited
capacity. State mass gathering limits
Residents were asked to stay at increased to 25 people indoors and 50
home unless they were leaving to people outdoors.
obtain essential services.
North Carolina had almost 170,000
Easing of restrictions
laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases
and about 2,700 deaths.
April 23, 2020 - Cooper announced
a three-phase reopening plan for
Oct. 2, 2020 - Bars and
North Carolina.
entertainment venues in North
Carolina were allowed to open as
Phase One: The stay-at-home Cooper moved the state into Phase 3.
order would remain in place, but
people can leave for commercial
Bars, which were opened outdoors
activity with some restrictions and only, and other venues like movie
guidance in place. For example, theaters and amusement parks, were
retailers would need to implement limited at 30 percent capacity.
social dis tancing and cleaning
protocols, and gatherings would be
North Carolina had 210,632 cases of
limited to 10 people.
COVID-19 and 3,532 deaths.
Phase Two: The stay-at-home
order would be lifted, but vulnerable
Dec. 8, 2020 - Cooper announced
populations would be encouraged to a modified stay-at-home order would
continue to abide by the order.
go into effect on Dec. 11. The order
Phase Three: Restrictions for required residents to stay at home
vulnerable populations would be between 10 p.m. and 5 a.m., business
lessened, along with other guidance for to close by 10 p.m. and on-site alcohol
crowd sizes and commercial activity.
consumption sales to end by 9 p.m.

May 5, 2020 - Cooper signed an
Feb. 24, 2021 - For the first time
executive order to move North Carolina since March, bars in North Carolina
A rise in cases leads to mass shutdowns into Phase One.
were able to open indoors. Cooper
announced an ease in several COVIDMarch 10, 2020 - Cooper declared a
Retail stores were allowed to open 19 restrictions, including allowing
state of emergency in North Carolina in at 50 percent capacity. Restaurants gyms, museums, aquariums, barbers,
response to five more cases of COVID- were still limited to take-out and pools, outdoor amusement parks,
19 in Wake County, bringing the total delivery service, and tattoo parlors, retail establishments, restaurants,
case count in the state to seven.
hair salons, gyms and movie theaters breweries and wineries to open at 50
remained closed.
percent capacity.
March 17, 2020 - Restaurants and
bars in North Carolina were banned
May 20, 2020 - Cooper moved the
Cooper said restrictions were able
from offering dine-in service.
state into Phase Two.
to be eased because North Carolina’s

COVID-19 tests conducted
at UNC since January 2021
to the present.

health greeter kiosks set
up for visitor use around
UNC’s campus.

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

COVID-19 trends have declined and Department of Health and Human
stabilized. There were 849,630 cases Services, said President Joe Biden’s
of COVID-19 in N.C.
administration approved a fivepercent increase in vaccine doses
Vaccines bring a beacon of hope
to the state. Medical professionals
and N.C. residents hope a boost in
Jan. 14 - Those over the age of vaccine doses will help ease their
65 were allowed to register for the counties’ waitlists.
COVID-19 vaccine, a few weeks
after the North Carolina vaccination
Feb. 24: School and childcare
process kicked off in December.
workers were eligible to be vaccinated
as N.C. moved into Group 3 of its
Jan. 20 - Vaccinations for state vaccination plan.
prisoners and staff began. From
March 2020 to February 2021, 42
March 3: Exactly one year after
deaths and 9,089 positive cases in the first COVID-19 case was reported
state prisons had been recorded.
in North Carolina, trest of Group 3
(frontline essential workers) became
Feb. 11 - Waitlist numbers for eligible for vaccinations one week
the vaccine surged in the Triangle earlier than previously planned.
area, with over 100,000 residents.
Mandy Cohen, secretary of the N.C.
Twitter: @dailytarheel

Hours logged since the
program kicked off in
summer 2020.

people used curbside
pickup as a resource from
University Libraries.

items picked up inside and
via curbside pickup through
the libraries.

Individuals who serve
as Carolina Together
ambassadors,

of whom are work study
employees through the
University.

19

mask pickup locations
across campus for those
who forget them.
This data was provided to
The Daily Tar Heel by UNC
Media Relations.

How North Carolina’s elected officials responded to COVID-19
By Guillermo Molero

DTH FILE/ANGELICA EDWARDS
Gov. Roy Cooper and First Lady Kristin Cooper declare victory in the 2020 election
on Nov. 3, 2020 on the steps of the N.C. Democratic Party headquarters in Raleigh.

Carolina COVID-19 Student
Service Corps volunteers,
who logged...
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It was early into 2020.
The country was focusing its
attention on a presidential primary
contest that had made its way to
North Carolina, the newest addition
to the slate of states that voted on
Super Tuesday that year.
Gov. Roy Cooper ordered the
creation of a task force to coordinate
the state’s response to a new pathogen,
which had made its way to the U.S. by
late January, on Feb. 11.
“Though currently the risk to North
Carolinians is low, we are taking a
proactive approach and are prepared
for potential scenarios,” Cooper said in
a statement that day.
On March 3, the state identified the
first person within its borders known
to test positive for the new disease,
which they contracted during a visit
to the state of Washington.
Few knew what to expect of the
disease, about which little was
known other than its name: SARSCoV-2 — though it would later be
known as COVID-19.
But on March 10, Cooper issued the
first of many executive orders declaring
a state of emergency to assist in the
coordination of the state’s efforts to
combat the novel coronavirus.
Now, a year later, North Carolina is
still grappling with many of the same
issues that were presented at the
beginning of the pandemic.
A screeching halt
Soon, the state of North Carolina,
like the rest of the country, began
shutting down.
On March 14, Cooper signed an
executive order shutting down K-12
public schools for at least two weeks and
banning public gatherings of over 100
people. Three days later, he announced
an executive order that closed restaurants
and bars for dine-in customers.

A week later, the closures began
to appear more long-lasting than
first expected. On March 23, Cooper
extended school closures through May
15 and ordered the closure of “closecontact” businesses like bowling alleys
and movie theaters via executive order.
He then signed another executive order
directing residents to stay at home unless
they had to leave for essential reasons.
The widespread closures ordered
by the governor did not come
unchallenged. Dan Forest, the
state’s lieutenant governor at the
time and Cooper’s opponent in the
gubernatorial race, said he believed
Cooper had gone too far.
“His mandate will devastate our
economy, shutter many small businesses,
and leave many people unemployed,
especially in the rural areas of our state
where food supply is already critical,”
Forest said in a statement on March 17.
Forest also said that such decisions
ought to be made collectively by state
leaders, not unilaterally imposed by
the governor’s office.
In April, protesters crowded the
streets of Raleigh to protest the negative
effects of these closures. Many groups,
like ReopenNC, lobbied for the state
to scale back measures that limited
economic activity that they said infringed
upon their First Amendment rights.
Yet, even a year after they were
enacted, Cooper and members of his
cabinet still defend their decision to
temporarily shut the state down.
Mandy Cohen, secretary of the N.C.
Department of Health and Human
Services, said the lockdowns were
crucial in giving the state more time to
prepare its defenses against COVID-19.
“We really needed the lockdown
time, I think, more for our ability
to prepare for when we did ease
restrictions,” Cohen said.
She said the state used the lockdown
period to shore up supplies of PPE
and to prevent the state’s health care
infrastructure from being overwhelmed,
and cites this approach as a reason why
the state was able to post lower case and
hospitalization numbers than the rest of

the Southeast did during the summer.
COVID-19 relief bills
As this was happening, the General
Assembly was putting together a
comprehensive relief package, which
took the form of two related bills
which were signed into law on May 4.
In this first package, the General
Assembly was largely reappropriating
the nearly $3.5 billion given to it by
the federal government through the
first CARES Act, which was passed
in March 2020. The state wound up
allocating an additional $1.4 billion to
a variety of programs.
Measures in the bill included
in this first relief package directed
$50 million in funds directed to the
purchase of PPE and ventilators
and $45 million to help with
unemployment insurance.
The bill also included massive
allocations to help educational
institutions. A relief fund of nearly
$400 million was created for
elementary and secondary schools,
while institutions of higher education
received nearly $180 million.
A second relief bill was signed into
law on July 1, allocating $150 million to
county governments across the state for
similar purposes. This was the second
half of a $300 million allocation that
was implemented in the first relief bill.
The third relief bill came in the
wake of budget recommendations
from Cooper, who had hoped to move
the state closer to passing a biennial
budget. Only some of his proposals
were implemented in the bill, but it still
coasted through the General Assembly
and was signed into law on Sept. 4.

from the governor’s office.
Cooper moved the state to Phase
2.5 on Sept. 1 via executive order,
which allowed for mass gatherings of
up to 25 people indoors or 50 people
outdoors and established revised
recommendations for social distancing
and facial coverings. On Sept. 30, he
further reduced restrictions by moving
the state to Phase 3, citing a relative
stabilization in the state’s case numbers.
An increase in case numbers and
hospitalizations in the back end of 2020
brought about more direct actions
from the governor. Statewide mask
mandates usually came from his desk,
and a tightening of mask requirements
enforced via executive order on Nov. 23.
Another modified stay-at-home
order was implemented on Dec. 11,
requiring individuals to stay at home
from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m.
At the same time, the state was
organizing its COVID-19 vaccination
program through the NCDHHS, rolling
out the vaccine starting with health care
personnel and essential workers.
When the General Assembly
returned to session in late January

2021, it got back to work on
coronavirus-related policies.
A fourth relief bill was signed into
law on Feb. 10, which expanded some
previous unemployment benefits
like the Extra Credit Grant program,
supported rural hospitals and provided
education funding, among other things.
Two weeks later, Cooper loosened
restrictions again and lifted the
December stay-at-home order.
Yet, deadlock ensued on the issue of
how to reopen the state’s public schools.
Republicans in the General Assembly
passed a bill requiring all school districts
to offer in-person instruction as an
option. They were frustrated, then, when
the bill was vetoed on Feb. 26.
“Governor Cooper vetoed SB 37 to
keep as many kids as possible locked in
failing virtual schools ...,” Tim Wigginton,
spokesperson for the N.C. GOP, said.
On the anniversary mark of the first
state of emergency declaration, much
remains to be seen on how leaders from
both sides will negotiate the loosening
of restrictions in schools and elsewhere.
Twitter: @dailytarheel

Cooper’s governance
The Sept. 3 sessions for both
chambers proved to be the last
they’d hold until after newly elected
legislators had been sworn in.
The lack of legislative activity meant
most of the state’s new regulations
related to COVID-19 would be coming

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/EMMA COOKE
Nearly one year after a stay-at-home order, many NC institutions remain closed.
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Wrestling gets another shot at NCAA Tournament after cancellation
By Ryan Heller
Assistant Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com

Head coach Coleman Scott
walked into a room full of members
of the North Carolina wrestling
team, all anxiously awaiting the
news. It was a few days before the
2020 NCAA Championships, but
the outbreak of COVID-19 had put
the Tar Heels’ season in jeopardy.
He told the Tar Heels the
championships had been canceled.
It was one of the hardest talks Scott
has ever had to give — one he will
never forget.
“I remember getting teary-eyed
and seeing a couple guys crying,”
Scott said. “Every bit of it is out
of your control. You gotta find the
muster to keep your head held
high and figure out how to get
through it.”
In March 2020, the ACC
canceled its winter sports
championships, the NCAA soon
followed, and one of the best
years in UNC wrestling history

was suddenly over. Seven NCAA
Championship qualifiers never got
their chance to shine.
But that disappointment soon
shifted to motivation, as the Tar
Heels were set to return most of
their key pieces in 2021. It was time
to put last year behind them and run
it back.
And that’s exactly what they did.
Despite a few obstacles, the team was
able to qualify eight competitors for
this year’s NCAA Championships.
Austin O’Connor is one of the Tar
Heels who missed out on an NCAA
Championship appearance due to
the cancellation. Entering 2021,
the redshirt junior was coming off
a dominant 25-1 sophomore season
and came into the new campaign
carrying heavy expectations.
He was able to fight off the early
setback and put together another
terrific season, winning the ACC title
at 149 pounds.
“I foc used on the things I
could control and kept up on my
training,” O’Connor said. “I think
I’m just as prepared this year as I

“I’m just as prepared this year as I was last year to
win a national title.”
Austin O’Connor

Redshirt junior on UNC’s wrestling team

was last year to win a national title.”
In 2019, O’Connor came in third
in the NCAA Championships. He’s
had the two years to mull over
coming up just short and will enter
this year as one of the favorites in
his weight class.
“I don’t bet against him,” Scott
said. “No matter what happens, he
doesn’t look at the past. He looks at
the future.”
Redshirt junior Clay Lautt had
his first opportunity to compete at
NCAAs right in front of him last year
before the cancellation.
He used his emotions as fuel to
follow up his previous 21-7 season
with another successful campaign
– finishing as the runner-up at
the ACC Championships at 174
pounds and qualifying for NCAAs
yet again.
“I’ve been waiting for this
t o u r n a m e n t f o r y e a r s ,” L a u tt
said. “So I’m excited to compete,
even if it’s without the normal
sold-out arena.”
With the NCAA Championships
set to begin on March 18, O’Connor,
Lautt and the rest of the qualifiers
DTH FILE/ANGELICA EDWARDS
will have the chance to put all their UNC’s Andrew Gunning wrestles UVA’s Ethan Weatherspoon on Feb. 13, 2021.
hard work into fruition after a year
of anticipation.
“I think you’re gonna see emotions it. They felt what it’s like to have
It’s been a long wait. But the higher than ever,” Scott said. “I think something that they loved taken away.”
Tar Heels are primed to make the you’re gonna see guys competing
opportunity worthwhile.
harder than ever. Because they feel
Twitter: @ryanheller23

UNC women’s lax wins 21-9 over Boston College

DTH FILE/ANGELINA KATSANIS
Senior attacker Katie Hoeg (8) searches for a pass against Maryland at Dorrance
Field on Feb. 22, 2020. No. 1 UNC beat No. 10 Boston College 21-9 on Saturday.

By Twumasi Duah-Mensah

Sure, that suggests that the Tar
Heels are a truly dominant team, but
that’s no secret to head coach Jenny
Levy. What intrigued her instead was
The scoreline of the No. 1 North that, despite her team’s quality, they
Carolina women’s lacrosse team’s went 3-1 down early in the first half.
Saturday win over No. 10 Boston She saw it as an opportunity.
College was 21-9.
“I love that we got into a tough
Staff Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

situation in the first half,” Levy said.
“I was curious to see how we would
respond. That gives me a lot of
information about our team.”
And respond they did. After
allowing three goals in the first four
minutes, the Tar Heels’ defense
calmed down and stayed compact,
not to be breached for another 13
minutes, while the offense scored
three goals in the same amount of
time, putting the team up 4-3. Never
again would UNC trail in the game.
“We were like, ‘OK, let’s play
our game,’” senior midfielder Ally
Mastroianni said. “‘Don’t worry about
the goals that went in, and let’s prevent
the rest.’ Everyone snapped it back to
it, and we just played our game.”
With a 10-7 lead established at the
end of the first half, UNC dominated
the second half, holding the Eagles to
just two goals and scoring 11 of its own.
This was a game the Tar Heels
had circled in bold red on the
calendar. UNC’s upperclassmen
will remember the overtime loss to
the Eagles in the semifinals of the
2019 NCAA Tournament. For the
Tar Heels, 21-9 isn’t just a routine
blowout — it’s a statement.

“There’s been a long wait for this
game, and a lot of us kept that anger
and excitement to play them again,”
senior attacker Jamie Ortega said.
“I couldn’t ask for more. I think
everyone was focused and dialed in.”
Levy echoed the importance of the
Tar Heels playing their game and not
getting sucked into the challenges
Boston College posed. Ortega
showed that mental fortitude in the
game, scoring a team-leading six
goals, with nobody else coming close.
“We were really focused on dialing
in our details, being ourselves, and
not getting into an emotional game
with this team,” Levy said. “There was
a lot of chirpiness out there. That’s
not who we are, so we don’t want that
to take us out of our game. It wasn’t
necessarily a tactical adjustment; it
was a mental adjustment.”
Still, UNC needed to get the
tactics right. For Levy, the focus in
training was on the fundamentals.
She pointed out how the defense
looked jumpy in the first half, and
conceding just two goals in the
second came from getting the little
things right.
“I’m looking for excellence,” Levy

said. “So I think about the little plays
where we came up with a draw and
turned it over, or we had an easy finish
that we didn’t make. Sharpening what
we’re doing and making it extremely
elite is our focus.”
Many of UNC’s goals came from
attackers and midfielders winning
one-on-one battles, driving into the
box and scoring — more individual
brilliance than the typically unselfish
team usually displays. Levy said that
every game, the team adjusts to how
the opposition’s defense plays, and
Saturday’s offense resulted from the
Eagles constantly face-guarding star
attackers Ortega and redshirt senior
Katie Hoeg.
“I was really proud of the
(midfielders) today,” Levy said. “They
had some opportunities to get to the
net and finish. We need more of that.
That makes us dangerous.”
Talented teams let themselves down
all the time because they lack the depth
or mentality to dig deep when games
get close and tough. On Saturday,
Levy’s squad showed they won’t fold
when the lights shine brightest.
Twitter: @dmtwumasi

Column: Let’s celebrate sports during COVID-19
By Hunter Nelson
Assistant Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com

Any sports fan will understand the
rush of euphoria that comes with a
mid-March push notification.
With the NCAA baske tball
postseason typically in full swing,
seeing two sirens accompanied by
all caps often leads to an impossible
buzzer-beater or stunning upset that
will be etched in your memory for
years to come.
But on March 12, 2020, a different
kind of alert came across my phone
— one that I’ll never forget.
“BREAKING: NCAA cancels
remaining winter and spring
championships.”
The notion felt nearly
impossible. Sure, rising COVID19 concerns forced the NBA to
suspend its season a day earlier,
and it was already announced that
NCAA Tournament games would
be held without fans, but getting
rid of the Big Dance altogether?

That took the March sadness to
an entirely new level.
At first, I was frustrated that my
annual rite of passage was being taken
away from me. But, as the pandemic
worsened and so many people dealt
with loss, grief and uncertainty, I
realized that some things were more
important than not being able to
watch a senior hit a running floater
to advance his team to the Sweet 16.
As the months progressed, live
sporting events became more and
more of a distant memory. In late
May, however, a glimmer of hope
arose when NBA Commissioner
Adam Silver announced a tentative
plan to resume the season at some
point in the summer.
Many of the details — including
forming a “bubble” to host games
— seemed unfamiliar, but after
doing nothing but random
Sporcle quizzes for what felt like
an eternity, I was going to buy
whatever Silver was selling.
Finally, in late July, the NBA
came back. Over the next few

Hunter Nelson
months, not only did the league
provide an entertaining escape
to all that had transpired, but it
also showcased a public health
success story that the nation so
desperately needed. In the three
months that players isolated in
Orlando, Florida, there were
no new coronavirus cases at a
time when the virus seemed
increasingly unbreakable.
Such a breakthrough
demonstrated that sporting events
could be conducted in a reasonably
safe fashion, which soon led to the

return of college sports. Although
COVID-19-related issues have led to
challenges for a number of programs,
the overall efficiency of the fall and
winter seasons have given promise to
the spring that lies ahead.
Now, the aforementioned obstacles
— such as contact tracing and
quarantining — confirm that the
pandemic sports model is far from
perfect. Still, some aspects have been
a pleasant surprise, and should even
be considered after everything is
completely normal once again.
First, let’s give an ode to Zoom.
Feeling sick, or simply can’ t
show up to an event? Don’t worry,
there will be a Zoom link waiting.
There’s no reason to risk spreading
an illness so you can ask Roy
Williams how the team improved
its free throw shooting.
On a less serious note, the
distanced bench is also a thing
of beauty.
While there is something nostalgic
about seeing 20 people crammed
together to watch a big play unfurl, it’s

even more refreshing to see a student
manager mimic a filthy Euro step with
all of the space in front of him.
Slowly but surely, sports are
looking more like they used to
look. This past weekend, over
3,000 fans filed into the Dean E.
Smith Center to watch the latest
chapter of the UNC-Duke rivalry.
Although the masks and socially
distanced seating are reminders
of the time we’re in, the raucous
cheers the fans provided was a
refreshing jolt of optimism that
signified that perhaps there is a
light at the end of the tunnel.
In the next few weeks, many spring
programs will begin their seasons,
and the NCAA postseason will be
well underway. But as soon as you get
the urge to frown at the image of a
stadium below its max capacity — or
other safety measures that must be
considered — simply appreciate the
present, because as we all know, it can
be taken away in a flash.
Twitter: @nelsonhunter_
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Reflecting on pop culture during the pandemic
By Sophia Ramirez
Staff Writer
arts@dailytarheel.com

What associations arise when
you hear the phrase “Tiger King?”
What about when you see a picture
of whipped coffee in a mason jar, or
hear the first few bars of “Supalonely”
by BENEE?
You might have flashbacks to
March 2020 and the summer that
followed. It’s been almost a year
since UNC moved online and since
the coronavirus pandemic emerged
in the United States. In that time,
media consumption surged, with
certain TV shows, trends and music
becoming seemingly inescapable
— especially during the first few
months of quarantine.
According to a report released
by The Nielsen Company, the time
spent online accessing current events
and global news was 215 percent
higher in March 2020 than a year
earlier. The company said in March
of last year that staying at home can

lead to a nearly 60 percent increase
in content consumption — this
already up from historic highs.
Social media, for example,
provided a forum for students to
interact and find shared experiences
despite their physical isolation.
Like many others, junior Jacob
Key hopped onto the TikTok train
at the beginning of quarantine to
stay in the loop and take advantage
of his newfound time. A series of
trends you could do at home kept
students like Ligons and Key
occupied and engaged: they learned
the moves to the Supalonely dance,
made and memorialized their
photogenic coffee and were briefly
inspired to get into DIY projects
like embroidery.
For some, there’s a disconnect
between the optimistic lean of
these trends and the reality they
were dealing with.
“It was kind of like a false sense
of happiness, no offense,” Maansi
Patel, a junior studying studio
art, said. “Everyone was doing

workouts, like Chloe Ting, buying
stuff on Amazon, going into new
hobbies, things like that. It was
comforting in a way. You could gain
a sense of clanship.”
Especially toward the
summertime, when Black Lives
Matter protests were the subject
of national conversation, Ligons
remembers looking to social media
in the absence of physical connection
and finding a community online.
“It’s funny, you’d see a tweet, and
think, ‘I didn’t know anyone else
was thinking like that!’” Ligons said.
“‘It’s such a specific thought but it’s
going viral’ … It was cool to see how
unified we were in our thoughts
and our feelings getting through the
pandemic.”
Over the course of the pandemic,
Ligons became more inclined
to comment and participate in
discussions online.
Fo r s o m e s t u d e n t s , t h e s e
newfound associations provoke
reflection about what they have
taken away from last year.

DTH/MALAK HANNOSH
UNC students work on schoolwork at Polk Place in Chapel Hill. Finding ways
to safely interact with others has been a big adjustment during the pandemic.

“It’s that one-year mark, and I’m this place before,” Patel said, “How
feeling the weather now and it’s we perceive things, how we perceive
different. I know this weather is so stability has changed.”
beautiful and sunny, but it’s like the
calm before the storm. I’ve been in
Twitter: @ramirezsophia99

Students channel creativity during year of isolation

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/WENDY ZHANG
Embroidery, crocheting, poetry and graphic design are just a few of the
various DIY hobbies that UNC students have taken up during the pandemic.

By Charity Cohen

themselves stimulated during
prolonged periods of stillness. For
many students, creativity comforted
them while in isolation.
As the world came to a stop
Kayla McLaurin, a junior studying
when the pandemic hit, people media and journalism, said her
were in search of activities to keep creativity was inspired by her mom.
Staff Writer
arts@dailytarheel.com

“A primary thing that I started
really liking was crocheting because
my mom also crochets, so she taught
me some stitches,” she said.
Through crocheting, McLaurin
found a way to express herself and
revamp her wardrobe.
“I just started making different
clothing items that I liked,” McLaurin
said. “I made a top over the summer
and I just finished a top like two weeks
ago, and now I’m working on a dress.”
This new passion project helps her to
unwind and flex her creative muscles.
“It kind of just gets me out of the
work mode, it’s something that I can
just pick up and just do something
creative and not be focused too much
on,” she said.
McLaurin isn’t the only student
who turned a quarantine hobby into
wearable art. Cullen Keogh, a junior
studying media and journalism,
s tar ted embroidering during
isolation. Now, he has a collection
of items with his designs, including
denim pants, a denim bag and a
denim jacket — all with his original
embroidered designs.
“At the beginning of quarantine,

I created an embroidered denim
collection,” Keogh said. “I find
old scraps of denim material and
I either bleach it, cut it up, make
shapes out of it; it’s sustainable and
it’s also upcycling.”
This is something that he will
continue to do even after quarantine
because it has become a therapeutic
practice to manage his ADHD.
“We’re always constantly evolving
and that’s the beauty of embroidery,
you’re taking a blank canvas and
you’re turning it into something
beautiful and something that it hasn’t
been before,” he said.
For Chasity Pate, a junior studying
psychology, her comforting new hobby
was found through graphic design.
“I got into graphic design and the
crazy thing about it is, I was looking
back at my older files and I was seeing
that I was actually doing stuff that you
could call graphic design in middle
school,” Pate said.
Not only did her hobby allow her
to express herself, but it also became a
profitable opportunity for her.
“I made four logos and profited
from them, and now I help my friend

run her social media page,” she said.
Her advice to others searching
for hobbies is to explore what they
enjoyed when they were younger.
“Just finding your peace and what
was helping you cope when you were
younger and diving back into that to
see if you still like it,” Pate said.
Jackie de Melo, a junior majoring
in psychology, found her solace by
doing just that.
“I’ve been writing poetry since I
was a kid,” she said. “I would just be
pulling rhymes quite literally out of
nowhere, but for me was a form of
creative expression.”
de Melo said it wasn’ t until
isolation started that they became
intentional about sharing their
work publicly.
“We’re in a time where none of
us are in the same boat, but we are
riding with the pandemic, different
losses and our communities are
being affected,” de Melo said. “... It’s
kind of like not only me expressing
myself but wanting to create a
community through writing.”
Twitter: @dailytarheel

UNC arts groups find ways to maintain connection
By Elizabeth Egan
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
arts@dailytarheel.com

When UNC senior Michele
Metzger left campus for Spring
Break last March, she expected
to return a little over a week later
and continue the rehearsal process
for the play she was producing for
Kenan Theatre Company.
However, Spring Break was
extended for two weeks, which put
Metzger and her fellow actors into a
waiting game to hear when they would
be able to return to campus. Those
two weeks turned into the rest of the
semester, and KTC was never able
to perform their show in front of an
in-person audience.
Kenan Theatre Company
is not the only University arts
organization that has had a wrench
thrown into its plans from COVID19. While the pandemic has
affected every aspect of campus life
in some way, artistic pursuits have
been especially altered by the new
digital, socially distant landscape.

Pivoting programming
Carolina Performing Arts has
been forced to pivot its scheduled
programming over the last year.
C h r i s t i n a R o d r i g u e z , C PA’s
associate director of marketing
and communications, said the last

in-person event the group held was
on March 5, and before the next
scheduled program could happen,
CPA canceled the rest of their season.
Despite the abrupt development,
Rodriguez said CPA was able to
transition to remote programming
relatively quickly.
Rodriguez said one of the first virtual
events CPA held was in collaboration
with the Arts Center at New York
University Abu Dhabi, where they
streamed a filmed version of Toshi
Reagon’s opera “Parable of the Sower.”
She said she was presently surprised at
how engaging the event was.
“It gave us a really wonderful blend
of the community that you can still
build and feel even though a YouTube
chat room,” Rodriguez said.

Catering to all audiences
That feeling of community has been
increasingly difficult to find during the
pandemic, especially for students who
have never interacted with the UNC
community face-to-face. Kathryn
Wagner, the associate director of
Arts Everywhere, said the program
has been trying to connect students
through art.
“How do you feel connected to
this new environment and make
new friends? Maybe find people that
do things? And so I think that the
pandemic really highlighted that need
for connection,” Wagner said.

To achie ve this goal, Ar ts
Everywhere has been holding virtual
workshops through the Morrison Art
Studio and doing giveaways of art
supplies so students can be creative in
their own homes.
While the pandemic has
been difficult, it also has forced
organizations to be creative in ways
they might not have thought of before.
Metzger said the virtual nature of
performances during the pandemic
has allowed for increased flexibility.
She said KTC has been putting on
virtual script readings instead of fulllength plays.
“None of us would have chosen to
do it, but it did give us a little more
freedom of being able to do shows
that maybe we wouldn’t do in person,”
she said.
L auren Flors, co-e xec utive
director of LAB! Theatre, said in an
email that the group also produced a
stage reading of “Fear of Buildings”
by Sam Bible-Sullivan in addition to
a 24-hour virtual monologue event
and other programming.

Coming together, virtually
Jacob Messer, executive director
of publicity for UNC Pauper Players,
emphasized the need to collaborate
during this uncertain time. He said
four student-run theater groups on
campus — Pauper Players, Black
Arts Theatre Company, Company

PHOTO COURTESY OF JACOB MESSER
UNC Pauper Players virtually rehearse for their fall 2020 show “Just Another
Thompson Family Road Trip,” written by current junior Gian Gibboney.

Carolina and LAB! Theatre — formed
a collective and sourced works written
by University students.
Black Arts Theatre Company held
a virtual workshop with “Hamilton”
actor Fergie L. Philippe in October,
in addition to their participation in
the collective. Company Carolina put
on a virtual production of “Angels
in America” and is now taking
proposals for their spring 2021 show.
BATC and Company Carolina could
not be reached for comment by the
time of publication.
Messer said while not being able to

have rehearsals in person has been at
times draining, he is grateful he and
his fellow actors have still been able to
do what they love.
“Theaters all around the country
have completely shut down and are
empty, and there’s no real activity
going on because they can’t host
audiences and they can’t do these
live performances, so I personally
felt lucky I was able to participate in
a theatrical production of some kind,”
Messer said.
Twitter: @_ElizabethEgan
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Artists continue to create during pandemic
Orange County artists
reflect on COVID-19’s
impact on their work
By Sara Raja
Staff Writer
arts@dailytarheel.com

Over the past year, the COVID-19
pandemic has drastically affected
the lives and work of artists and
creatives in Orange County. While
these artists struggled with the lack
of in-person events and interaction
with the community, they developed
new projects and found new ways to
be creative.
Here, we reflect back on the
experiences of three Orange
County artists as they created
amid the pandemic:
XOXOK
UNC graduate Keenan Jenkins is
an atmospheric soul musician who
performs under the name XOXOK.
Before the pandemic, Jenkins
performed all over the Triangle
and the state, but for the past year
he has been focusing on recording
music at home.
“I found other ways to occupy
my time musically,” Jenkins said.
“I learned how to do recording at
home, and that was really useful and
took a lot of my creative energy.”
He has put out three singles over
the past year: “Right On,” “I’ll Be
Fine” and “All In.”
His most recent single, “All In,”
was created in collaboration with
Tracks Music Library, a streaming
service for local music.
Jenkins worked with a friend to
record and produce the song from
home. Another North Carolina

artist, Kaze4letters, is also featured
on the song.
“We were masked up and 6 feet
apart, when we could be, recording it
at home, which was definitely different,
but we made it work,” Jenkins said.
“There was another artist on the song,
Kaze, and that was all virtual, so he did
his verse at home and sent it over, and
it was actually pretty seamless.”
Jenkins said he feels fortunate
that music was not his only source
of income before the pandemic.
“I have lots of friends who perform,
and that’s their entire income is
performing out in public,” he said.
While he is wary about the safety
of returning to live performances
soon, Jenkins hopes by the time a
year has passed, performing live
won’t still be a safety concern.
“I say I haven’t really missed
performing that much, but I know
once I get out there and do it again,
I will be like, ‘Wow, I have really been
craving this,’” he said.
Jenkins is thankful for the ways
he has learned to be creative over
the pandemic and hopes to keep
applying them even when it ends.
Jenn Adams
Jenn Adams is a mixed media
artist who works with photography,
printmaking, book art and more.
She moved to Carrboro in 2017 after
living in New York City for 30 years.
Although Adams prefers to work
on her art alone, not being able to
interact with other artists in-person
during the pandemic has been
difficult, as she draws inspiration
from other artists’ work and being
in a community of artists.
“I get a lot of inspiration and ideas
from those things, those situations,” she
said. “Seeing other people’s work really

is inspiring to me. There’s a ‘je ne sais
quoi’ quality to interacting with people.”
Before the pandemic, Adams was
part of Triangle Book Arts and had
recently joined the Orange County
Artists Guild. She was disappointed
to not be able to have in-person
meetings and events in these groups.
“I was so excited to be around a
community of other artists and I lost
out on that experience, so that has really
been the biggest bummer,” she said.
Over the past year, Adams has
worked on smaller projects, like
greeting cards and some mixed
media pieces that she submitted to
a show put on by Triangle Book Arts.
Adams unexpectedly started a
relationship during the pandemic,
which she said has influenced her work.
She said some of her mixed media
projects were inspired by materials she
was given by her significant other.
Fred Joiner
Fred Joiner, the poet laureate
of Carrboro, said the past year has
changed his life a lot. While he
used to do in-person school visits
and poetr y programming and
workshops, he has shifted to doing
virtual events, commissions and
working on a manuscript.
Joiner works full time in IT, so
during the pandemic he has been
trying to cut down his screen time.
“Whereas before I would do a lot
on the computer, now to get a break
from screen time, I write things
longhand on paper in my journals,”
he said. “In terms of process, that’s
definitely changed.”
Joiner is a 2019 Academy of
American Poets Laureate Fellow. He
planned to use the funding from the
fellowship to hold in-person writing
workshops in local restaurants,

Keep the
presses
rolling!
Donate now at
startthepresses.org

DTH/MADDEE BURT
Musician Keenan Jenkins, a UNC alumnus known professionally as XOXOK,
is one of many local artists who have had to adapt to COVID in the past year.

where writers could meet to talk
about their work and support local
businesses at the same time.
While he hasn’t been able to do
workshops, he has been able to get
involved in virtual events outside of
the Chapel Hill area.
“What has opened up is to be
able to do things outside of the
area that probably wouldn’t have
gotten a chance to do if I had to
travel,” he said. “Being able to do
lots of different presentations
and readings.”
Joiner is also the chairperson

of the Orange County Arts
C o m m i s s i o n ’s A r t A d v i s o r y
Board, where he has been
foc using on building an ar ts
space in Hillsborough.
“We’ ve been working pretty
seriously on that, trying to make
sure that that is ready so that
when things open back up, we
will hit the ground running with
programming and a venue for
all kinds of creative activity in
Hillsborough,” he said.
Twitter: @sararaja_
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Refugee families face ongoing struggles

DTH/MORGAN PIROZZI
Hae Taw Moo and Htun Min use a translator to communicate with volunteer Les
Soden at the Refugee Support Center, which provides annual tax assistance.

By Bethany Lee
Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

For the roughly 1,200 refugees in
Orange County, the past year has
been filled with unique challenges.
Refugees in Orange County come
from all over the world, including
Myanmar, Cameroon, the Democratic
Republic of Congo, El Salvador, Haiti,
Iran, Iraq, Laos, Russia and Syria.
Existing language and technology
barriers exacerbate difficulties these

families face with tasks like helping
children in online school and applying
for unemployment.
Meagan Clawar, program manager
for Refugee Community Partnership,
said these barriers make it difficult
for refugee parents to assist students
with their work.
Parents are also often unable
to communicate with their
children’s teachers to bring up
issues or questions.
“They worry that they’re not
learning English, that they’re not

being exposed to other cultural
norms,” Flicka Bateman, director
of the Refugee Support Center in
Carrboro, said.
Paw Paw Wei, a Burmese refugee
and volunteer coordinator for
Refugee Community Partnership,
said for some families, even
logging on to school can be a
challenge. If their internet is slow
or parents can’t help navigate the
technology, some students have
issues connecting to school or
accessing resources.
Although online school has not
been easy for refugee and immigrant
communities, Wei said some families
have mixed feelings about returning
to in-person classes. Since their
community as a whole is at high risk
for contracting COVID-19, Wei said
some parents are hesitant to send
their children back to school.
Bateman said the transition
to online school has forced some
parents to stay home from work
or adjust their hours to take care
of their children — adding to
an unemployment problem that
refugee and immigrant families have
been disproportionately affected by
since the pandemic began.
“A majority of our families lost
their jobs at one point during the
COVID pandemic over the last
year,” Clawar said. “We very quickly
realized that that was the top

priority that families had and we
needed to transition to be able to
meet those needs.”
Many refugees work in industries
like food service and hotels, which
contributes to this trend. In Orange
County, many refugees work for
Aramark, a company that provides
food service at UNC’s dining halls.
When students were sent home from
campus, many of those workers lost
their jobs.
Wei said obtaining
unemployment benefits is often
difficult for refugees. The required
items for benefits — such as proof
they were let go — are not always
provided to them by employers.
For undocumented immigrants,
getting unemployment benefits is
out of the question.
Wei said even when families are
able to go through all the hoops
necessary to receive government aid,
it doesn’t always cover their total cost
of living.
“In some families, it’s like, ‘It’s
great I have unemployment, but that
it’s not enough for me,” Wei said.
C l aw a r a n d B a t e m a n s a i d
refugee and immigrant support
organizations have adapted to fit
the new needs of this population.
RCP started Neighborhood Support
Circles, which provides muchneeded child care so parents can
go into work. The program helps

students navigate their computers,
do schoolwork and communicate
with teachers.
Many organizations also assist
families by doing tax preparation,
administering food and grocery
gift cards, helping them apply for
unemployment and more.
Orange County has also provided
assistance through grants, rent relief,
translators and mask donations.
“I feel really, really lucky that
we’ve been able to do as much as we
have,” Bateman said. “Our staff and
volunteers have been so resourceful
and flexible in the way that we
provide services.”
Bateman said her optimism comes
from watching refugee families
constantly navigate new challenges.
She said for many of them, COVID19 is nothing compared to what they
have already experienced.
“It’s just such a resilient, determined
population,” Bateman said.
We i s a i d o n e o f t h e m o s t
important things Orange County
could do is recognize the refugee
and immigrant population and speak
up for them — especially in light of
recent unrest in Myanmar, where
many Orange County immigrants
are from.
“We want to feel welcome,” Wei said.
“We want to be part of the community.”
Twitter: @Bethanyyllee

SMALL BUSINESSES

Orange County’s hidden gems persevere
By Emma Kenfield

ORANGE COUNTY NEWS IN YOUR INBOX EVERY MONDAY

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

For the past year, local Chapel
Hill and Carrboro businesses and
restaurants have held on tightly to
remain open. For some, it wasn’t
e n o u g h . Fo r o t h e r s , i t ’s o n l y
getting harder.
Following a year of instability, rising
COVID-19 cases and questionable
behavior on campus, these local
businesses have persevered.
Barry Keith, often called Sid, is
the owner of Surplus Sids, an eclectic
military supply store on East Main
Street in Carrboro. He’s been there
30 years — through recessions, bad
weather and all obstacles in between.
He said things have never been worse
for business.
“I had the slowest year that I’ve
had probably in the last 30 years that
I’ve been here. There’s just no other
way to describe it,” Keith said.
An avid collector of unique
items, Keith opened the space in
the late 1980s. It is a hodgepodge of
timeless goodies, featuring military
memorabilia such as buttons, helmets
and uniforms, genuine vintage decor
and even pink lawn flamingos.
At 65 years old, he has no plans
to retire or close shop. He said he
doesn’t know what he’ll do if he has
to leave his creation behind.
“I don’t know what I’d do with
myself if I couldn’t come over here
and unlock the door in the morning,”
Keith said.
Next to Al’s Burger Shack sits a
brick-red camper called Tin Cup
Joe. Chris Jordan opened this coffee
stand in 2016, offering tea, locallybrewed coffee and his signature Dr
Pepper latte.
When the pandemic began,
however, Jordan had to close up shop
and return home. He waited out the
virus for six months, but was forced
to reopen when that window of time
expired. He said business has suffered.
“For business, fall and spring
semesters would usually keep us
afloat through Christmas and
summer,” Jordan said. “But it’s like
it’s summer. It’s eternal summer.”
Minutes away on North Columbia
Street, a white sign with black letters
points to Glenn’s Tailor Shop, where

DTH/CALLI WESTRA
“We’ve been through the 2008 financial crisis, the year y2k... I mean, I’ve seen it all down here. So we just keep
calm and carry on,” Sid Keith said, as he stands in the front of “Surplus Sids” on March 8, 2021.

owner Jackie Britton works sewing
masks between infrequent clients.
A tailor for 30 years, she was once
busier than ever in the spring
months, altering formal dresses and
business attire.
With so few events and office jobs
staying remote, her services aren’t
needed as often. She said she doesn’t
know if she’ll survive the pandemic.
“A lot of people, they’re working
from home,” she said. “They really
don’t have to dress up. They’re pretty
much dressed from the waist up,”
The little yellow house where
she spends her days sewing has
been sold. Now, Britton is forced
to relocate, adding the stress of
expensive real estate to the stress of
struggling business.
Perhaps things may turn around for
some. This month, Gov. Roy Cooper
expanded vaccine availability to Group
3, which includes frontline grocery
store workers, law enforcement and
firefighters, college and university
staff, restaurant employees and foodhandling workers.
For those who qualify as frontline
essential workers, this vaccine
expansion could mean comfort

for the staff as well as its potential
customers. And this comfort could
mean better business.
Cliff ’s Meat Market, located
on West Main Street in Carrboro,
is a local butcher shop that has
served restaurants and community
members in Chapel Hill for decades.
Owner Gerardo “Tolo” Martinez took
over the store last year.
He said when the pandemic began,
90 percent of restaurants that came to
Cliff’s for meat supply shut down. But
as the vaccine becomes available to
restaurant and food handling workers,
there is chance for revitalization.
“I feel more comfortable right now,
because many people have the shot
now,” Martinez said. “Five months ago,
everybody was scared; nobody came to
the store. But now it’s getting better.”
Martinez said he came to Chapel
Hill when he was 17 and has worked
at Cliff ’s ever since. His cousins
work with him at the counter, and
his wife works the register at the
front. It’s his family, and it’s where
he grew up after immigrating from
Mexico. Though business was
threatened, he said he didn’t care
— he would keep Cliff ’s alive.

“Sometimes it’s slow. But maybe
tomorrow will be busy. Maybe this
afternoon will be busy. Maybe
not,” he said. “I don’ t put too
much attention on how much we
sell. You’re a customer, and I will
help you.”
Britton said she hopes on finding
a space close by, so students can walk
to her shop when they all return to
campus. She said the mask-making
business is small, but enough to keep
her going.
“It helps a lot to do work on a
few masks for different people in
different ways,” she said.
Jordan said his top priority is
continuing to make people happy
through Tin Cup Joe.
“I made this thing, and it makes
things, and those things sometimes
make people smile,” he said. “And I
like that.”
Keith said it would take a lot more
than a pandemic to pull him away
from Surplus Sids.
“I’ll probably just wait and let
them carry me out of here feet first,”
he said.
Twitter: @emmaa_kenfield
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Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit) Commercial (For-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week 25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day Extra words ...25¢/word/day
EXTRAS: Box: $1/day • Bold: $3/day

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252

Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication
Display Classified Ads: 3p.m., two days
prior to publication

DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Help Wanted
KENNEL TECH/BATHERS NEEDED Love Overboard Kennels and Grooming is hiring kennel tech/pet bather
.positions. Flexible schedule. Apply in person 710 W Rosemary St Carrboro. or text Julie @919-210-2919.
MONARCH- COMMUNITY SPECIALIST Monarch is hiring Community Specialists! Are you interested in a
$12 hourly rate to assist empowering individuals with IDD? Visit www.MonarchNC.org/careers and apply
directly: R2893.
ASSISTANT TWO YEAR OLD TEACHER We are hiring an full or part time two year old teacher. Please
submit resume if you love children: harvestdirectors@harvestlearningcenter.com

For Sale
APPLE IPHONE 12 PRO MAX 512GB
Brand New Apple iPhone 12 Pro Max $850 USD - iPhone 12 Pro $700 USD Whats-App : +17622334358

HOROSCOPES
The LA Times

Crossword Puzzle

If March 10th
is Your Birthday...

Invent and realize bold possibilities this year. Put in the consistent backstage
efforts to realize your dreams. Navigate springtime career obstacles, before
a sweet summer of domestic renewal and family connection. Resolving
To get the advantage, check
the day's rating:
10 isnext
thewinter
easiest
day,to 0a the
most challenging.
communication
challenges
leads
professional
status surge.
Follow a dream.
(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

Across
1 Really dig
6 Prohibition incursion
10 Baking device
14 Coming-out
15 Grabbing-the-tab words
16 “Scream” star Campbell
17 One who doesn’t fit in
20 Library sect. for Christie books
21 Maiden name lead-in
22 The Governator, as he might
pronounce it
23 Rocks in bars
25 Oklahoma city
26 Measure of what you can buy
34 Mayo is fifth in it
35 Makes right
36 Herr’s honey
37 Hoof sound
39 Fig. with a radius
40 Bother
41 Utensil sticker
42 Smooth transitions
45 WSJ competitor
46 Drove faster
49 Brazilian soccer legend
50 Tailor’s alteration
51 Lampoon
54 Piece of poetic praise
56 Diamond Head locale
60 Providers of the necessities that
end 17-, 26- and 46-Across
63 Face-to-face exam

64 Bad thing to blow on the road
65 Horror or humor
66 Blackens
67 It may be reserved
68 Mary of “The Maltese Falcon”
(1941)

Down
1 Eaton of the Washington Nats
2 Buck
3 Eastern sashes
4 Backwoodsy
5 Horn of Africa country: Abbr.
6 Scoundrel
7 Required Hold ‘em bet
8 Texter’s two-cents intro
9 Renders harmless
10 Intermittent
11 Quash, as a bill
12 Daredevil Knievel
13 Dorky sort
18 An hr. past midnight
19 Beat into a froth
24 When doubled, a dance
25 Evasive maneuver
26 Agreements
27 Lacking illumination
28 TV sports pioneer Arledge
29 Formally break away
30 Architect Jones
31 Twisted dry
32 Course that helps your GPA
33 Corrodes
38 Uppers, drug-wise
42 Culls
43 Merman on Broadway
44 Pronoun for many an individual
47 “Frasier” actress Gilpin
48 Chews the scenery
51 __ card: two through nine in
each suit
52 Ghostly glow
53 Alpine transport
54 __ vez: another time, in Spanish
55 Losing proposition?
57 “If it __ broke ... “
58 Protagonist
59 Computer operator
61 One-eighty
62 “Hometown Proud” supermarket
chain

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 7 — Stay polite and
helpful with others, even when
they’re not. Appearances can
deceive. Each has their story.
Advance a shared dream through
collaboration.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 — Strategize
with your partner to work out a
way around an obstacle. An old
ambition or dream offers new
potential. Discuss possibilities
together.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is a 7 — Balance work and
family responsibilities. Explore
new workspace options. Adapt to
shifting professional circumstances.
An old dream seems newly possible.
Imagine the potential.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is an 8 — Physical action
gets results. Prioritize health and
wellness. Slow to avoid accidents.
Disciplined practices support
with complications or changes.
Collaborate with a great coach.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is an 8 — Adapt studies
and research to explore virtually.
Avoid risky travel conditions. You
can advance a long-held dream.
Investigate a fascinating subject.
Learn valuable tricks.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is an 8 — Breathe deeply
and focus on what you love. Avoid
risk or hassle. You can see clearly
what’s important. Savor simple
pleasures at home with family.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is an 8 — Contribute to a
shared financial effort. Collaborate
around an unexpected expense.
Focus on fundraising and
investments, filing documents and
forms, taxes and invoices.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is a 7 — Share family
support. Adapt to a domestic
breakdown. Make a repair or
upgrade that provides lasting
improvement. Plant seedlings and
tend your garden..

Complete the
grid so each row,
column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9.

© 2015 The Mepham Group.
All rights reserved.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today is an 8 — Carefully edit
your message. Diplomacy helps
you communicate around a
misunderstanding. Listen to all
considerations. Let others know
they’ve been heard. Solve an
intellectual puzzle.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is an 8 — Focus on the
numbers. Monitor and mind the
gap. Tap into another funding
source or a profitable project. New
evidence threatens complacency.
You’ve got this.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Today is a 9 — Take charge of
your destiny. You’re ready to
make positive changes, despite
complications. You’re getting
stronger. Consider what’s most
important.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is an 8 —Plan your moves
to advance a dream. Listen to
intuition. Keep strengthening
structures and supports, despite
risky travel conditions. Play it safe
and easy.
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Lessons learned from a year of solitude

he pandemic has been a lesson in
solitude. Our social circles have
become parties of one, with technology
as the only option for social interaction.
We went from living in a college town with
thousands of people to isolating yourself and
staying six feet apart from strangers, and we
learned how to be alone.
We took up hobbies, practiced self-care and
reevaluated the friendships that were once
subconscious parts of our daily life. Spending
time with yourself and being comfortable
alone is a form of self-care — one that takes
time to perfect.
It’s difficult to pull positive lessons from a
time of loss and crisis, but it’s important. The
silver lining is evidence of our personal growth,
navigating a socially distanced world.
Here are some of the Editorial Board
members’ reflections on their time alone
during the pandemic:

Vance Stiles, Editorial Board member: — always try to sweep our stress under the rug makes it all the easier to sit on my phone in

“Nothing, to my way of thinking, is a better
proof of a well-ordered mind than a man’s
ability to stop just where he is and pass some
time in his own company.” – Seneca
The pandemic forced me into solitude
and into the depth of my disordered mind
— a scary place. Having to sit and just be is a
challenging proposition. To do that with the
threat of a deadly virus looming overhead is
near impossible.
Instead of rushing through my first cup
of coffee for the day, I get to slowly sip on it
and watch the sunrise. Instead of throwing
together meals at the last moment, I get to
spend time focusing on the art of cooking.
Instead of dealing with traffic and buses on
the way to classes and work, I get to simply
hop on and off of Zoom, taking away the stress
of being late.
All of these led to the creation of a more
“well-ordered mind,” setting gratitude and
Aditi Kharod, Editorial Board
routine first. Some of that will be going away
member:
soon, but hopefully incorporating graduate
Obviously, it has been rough staying and routine into my post-pandemic life will
inside for a year and barely getting any social be a bit easier than it was before.
interaction with most of the people I love.
But something that I’ve really embraced Raymond Pang, Editorial Board
about this situation is my abandonment of member:
performative beauty.
One thing the solitude of quarantine has
Women especially are told that they have
to look pretty in public at all times. If we’re taught me is that it’s okay to take life slowly.
not “naturally” pretty, makeup exists to create In the days before COVID-19, it felt like the
the façade of conventional beauty. Quarantine world constantly demanded that we be doing
helped me reject that idea. In quarantine something at all times to fit in with everyone
times, nobody cares about what you look like at else. However, I now realize that it’s okay to
the grocery store, and I, along with many other need a day of rest, and it’s okay if you need a
women my age, have fully stopped worrying day by yourself to clear your head and refresh
your mind.
about my appearance.
I’ve also realized that mental health is such
I don’t have to be pretty in Trader Joe’s; in
fact, I actually don’t ever have to be pretty. I an underappreciated aspect of life and how
people around me — or sometimes even myself
can just be!

“

QUOTE OF THE DAY

You gotta be grateful for moments like these ... You just gotta
cheer this moment with your team.”
Garrison Brooks,
speaking after Saturday’s win over Duke

and pretend like we aren’t overwhelmed.
Since the pandemic began, I’ve noticed that
mental health is being taken more seriously by
our society, and that’s a good thing. It seems
like it’s finally acceptable for people to speak
out about issues they’re facing, and there’s
no longer a need to maintain the idea of a
seemingly perfect life.

Ben Rappaport, Editorial Board
member:
The pandemic taught me to appreciate.
It taught me that the few people I get to see
in-person are the ones I need to hold tighter
than ever. Seeing an unmasked face and a fulltoothed smile became a luxury that I won’t
ever take for granted again.
Beyond the people, I also learned to
appreciate nature. The sounds of bird songs in
the morning, and the way each bird is unique.
I came to seek out the vibrant reds of the
cardinals and white stripes on the faces of the
Carolina chickadee. The uniqueness in nature
that we so often gloss over became my symbol
of the remaining beauty of life.
Learning to appreciate more and hold life a
little closer are things I want to take with me
after this is all over.

Liam Bendezu, Editorial Board
member:
In a world where my desk is six feet away
from my bed, and the vast majority of people I
see on a daily basis are tiny faces on a screen,
I’ve found it easy to let myself fall into an
endless pit of procrastination and avoidance
of many of the things I actually care about.
Isolation, although necessary, is unhealthy.
Putting schoolwork in the mix, along with the
task of figuring out post-graduation plans,

“

bed and mindlessly watch YouTube.
Nevertheless, the world still exists, and I have
to deal with it. In sum, the pandemic has forced
me to learn the time-honored art of discipline
— not only to carry on with what I must, but to
also create a basic sense of normalcy.
Taking a break to go outside (with a mask!)
or just be a couch potato is a necessary outlet.
But at the same time, imposing some kind of
structure on my life aids my mental health, too,
and is something I hope I can continue when
this whole fiasco has passed.

Abbas Hasan, Editorial Board
member:
One important life lesson I’ve gained from
the past year has been the importance of
physical space. I think we all were incredibly
aware of how much time we spent in our
rooms, homes, neighborhoods, cities and
communities this year. For me, it was a time
to reflect on what those spaces mean to me,
and how I want them to be a part of my life
moving forward.
I had always considered myself to be
someone who was never particularly attached
to space or place, but being physically forced
inside made me reconsider. I began to see my
time in quarantine not as missing opportunities
outside my room and home, but instead as a
way to explore myself and the space around
me. I decorated my walls and searched through
old cabinets, and began to realize things about
myself that I hadn’t considered before.
Before the pandemic, I felt like I was moving
through life aimlessly — the places I was in
were just moments that would pass. However,
this pandemic made me realize how important
physical space is in marking our lives and
experiences. Moving forward, I’ll take the time
to explore and reflect on the places I occupy.

FEATURED ONLINE READER COMMENT

Fun, happiness, exercise, fellowship and as far as we know, no negative
consequences. It must be prevented from ever happening again.”
@DavidTurlingto5,
responding to a DTH article about students rushing Franklin Street, on Twitter

COLUMN

A cruel summer, spring and fall as student journalists

O

ne year ago, UNC announced it would shift to remote
learning in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. Former
University Editor Maeve Sheehey and current
University Editor Maddie Ellis share their experiences covering
the pandemic as student journalists.

Maeve Sheehey, University editor 2019-2020
Marco Quiroz-Gutierrez, then co-editor-in-chief of The
Daily Tar Heel, walked over to my desk in late January 2020
to ask if we’d assigned any COVID-19 stories related to the
University yet.
I literally laughed.
How could the coronavirus, then a faraway threat, possibly
impact UNC? I assured Marco I’d “keep an eye on” the situation,
with no actual intent to do so, and turned back to my work.
A month or two later, I was half-asleep and writing a breaking
story at 1 in the morning. The Chancellor had just announced
that students who traveled out of state for Spring Break might
have to quarantine when they returned. I was starting to realize
that the pandemic was closing in on us.
As the University editor at the DTH, I covered study abroad
programs sending students home, classes going online and
cases rising throughout the community. While covering the
shift to digital, I observed fear in the community as people lost
loved ones to the virus. I saw my fellow students struggle with
remote classes. I was personally confused and scared about how
long the virus would be a part of everyday life.
Suddenly, covering the University community no longer
meant face-to-face interactions and event coverage. It meant
calling students from childhood bedrooms, covering meetings
over Zoom, juggling laptop split screens of classes and articles.
One day early in the pandemic, I was on a run when news
broke. I started writing a story on my phone, sitting on a
sidewalk in someone’s neighborhood as confused passersby
walked their dogs around me.

All in all, I’m pretty sure at least five stories, University
and otherwise, broke that day. Then Copy Chief Brandon
Standley edited articles on his phone in a Bojangles
parking lot, making sure there was no delay in getting them
published. Nobody complained. We just laughed about the
absurdity of multiple stories breaking at the absolute worst
time in each of our days.
I won’t sugar-coat it: the pandemic made covering the
University incredibly difficult. But in the now virtual newsroom,
I was inspired by the work of my two assistant editors, Hannah
and Evely. I was proud to see what other desks were doing to keep
their coverage relevant, and it made me want to do better myself.
When I reminisce on my time as University editor at the
DTH, I might purposefully block out the two-month tornado
of covering COVID-19. But the experience taught me not to
take things for granted — not in-person classes or a bustling
newsroom or even a normal senior year. And the work of my
fellow editors and writers made me proud to work at the DTH.

Maddie Ellis, University editor 2020-21
When the pandemic started, I was an arts and culture assistant
editor. I remember being in the office, talking about how nice it
might be to have a random two weeks off and thinking, “Surely,
it couldn’t be any longer than two weeks, right?”
Famously, I was so wrong.
Part of why I wanted to be University desk editor in the first
place was because of moments like that. Moments of just being in
the office, hearing Hannah, Evely and Maeve sing “Cruel Summer,”
getting Cosmic Cantina with former co-Editor-in-Chief Emily
Siegmund and playing so many rounds of Catch Phrase.
But while I was editing stories from my childhood bedroom, all
those connections felt so far away.
When I think about covering the University during COVID19, as Phoebe Bridgers once said, “I have emotional motion
sickness.” It can be so draining.

Every day brought a new campus email with new
information. Back in the spring, my first thought when I got
those emails was, “What does that mean for me?” Now, it’s,
“Where’s my computer?”
During the fall semester, there were so many nights that I
was convinced I could not do this anymore. Such as when we
were in a staff meeting and my computer storage ran out and
completely froze. I didn’t know what to do. There were still
so many articles to read, stories to assign and updates to give.
But the loud screeching sound from my keyboard quickly
killed everything on my to-do list.
I went back to my apartment and cried. I had been moving
so fast for so long, and having to slow down made all my stress,
worries and anxieties fall right on my shoulders and remind me
of all the missteps and failures of the past semester. My friend
helped me fix my computer and then I pulled myself together
— because there was still work to be done.
What has undeniably kept me together through the whole
thing has been the people. I manage a staff of over 40 people.
When I thought the world was falling apart, these staffers
wanted to go out and report on what was happening.
And it reminded me why I loved this in the first place: I
wanted to tell necessary stories and report information that
can help make being a student a little easier. And just when I
thought I was giving up on that mission, my reporters always
brought fresh ideas, original sourcing and incredible articles
that reminded me how important our work is.
And I can’t say enough about my fellow editors. My
incredible assistants, Anna, Allie and Evely, who I trust with
my life; Maeve, one of my greatest mentors; Anna Pogarcic, one
of my first friends at the DTH; Sonia, Brandon, Will, Paige —
truly every soul at this paper who makes me feel like a person
first, reporter second.
Covering COVID-19 is so far from over. But I know we got this.
Armed with our eclectic playlists, 1 a.m. Slack messages,
Taylor Swift fights and shared love of journalism — we got this.
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Losing our senior year to a pandemic

ne year ago, we left for spring break, and we never
came back.
“Things will be back to normal in the fall,”
we thought.
They weren’t.
“Well, hopefully we’ll still get to have a senior spring,”
we said.
We didn’t.
A year has passed, and everything is different now. We
have had nearly half of our college experience taken away
from us; the traditions we dreamt of keeping up are no
longer safe.
There are the big things, of course, like graduation,
spring break and seeing the Dean Dome brimming with
fans during your last Duke game as a student. There’s the
paralyzing fear of “what comes next?” as we prepare for a
future that’s full of unknowns.
But there are also so many little things.
Rolling up to Linda’s with your friends on a Tuesday night
— because you’re seniors, so why not? Lying on the quad on
a sunny afternoon with Gary preaching in the background.
Celebrating your last first day of class and your last last day

of class with your best friends.
Every other day we feel nostalgic for something we never
thought we’d miss, like ordering a specialty coffee from
Alpine Bagel and being told every day that they were out of
the syrups. (Why is it on the menu, then?)
Or being forced to walk slowly behind a huge crowd of
people between class changes. Or the peculiarities of dorm
life, like when someone grossly misjudges the amount of
time needed to microwave popcorn in the shared kitchen
and sets off the fire alarm at 2:30 a.m.
But more often than that, we feel nostalgic for what we
thought we’d only miss after graduating — not while we’re
actually still in college. We miss walking around campus to
get to our next class and seeing dozens of friendly faces. We
miss eating on Franklin Street with our friends.
We miss ignoring work during nice days to grab YoPo,
and getting lunch at the Bottom of Lenoir between classes.
We even miss doing the walk of shame from Davis to the
UL at 2 a.m. because no, we’re still not done with that
paper yet.
One year ago, we did so many things for the last time,
and we didn’t even know it. For most of us, it’s been a year

GRAPPHIC BY MEREDITH AMMONS

EDITORIAL

since we last set foot in a classroom, and we’ll leave this
place without getting another chance to do so. We still have
two months until graduation, but it feels like we left college
a long time ago.
So many bucket list items will be left unchecked. Things
like senior bar golf and climbing the Bell Tower, which we
likely won’t be able to participate in without jeopardizing
public safety. Luckily, it seems we will be getting an in-person commencement ceremony. Although it won’t be the
same as in years past, at least we can end our senior year
with some semblance of normalcy.
To paraphrase Andy Bernard: If only there was a way
to know you’re in the good old days before you’ve actually
left them.
If there’s anything the past year has taught us, it’s that life
can change in an instant. Nothing lasts forever, but sometimes it’s even more fleeting than you thought.
So, underclassmen, if you get a chance to relive the small
moments, make sure to hold on tight.
Trust us — one day, you’ ll be wishing you could have
them back.
Blink, and you’ll miss it. We sure do.

A disappointing first year at UNC

F

or some members of the editorial board, this is our
first year at UNC — whether as a transfer student or a
recent high school graduate — and to say the least, this
year has been nothing like it’s supposed to be. Here, we reflect
on what our experience has been like as we pass the one-year
mark of the pandemic’s stronghold on the entire world.
Because, after all, this isn’t what we signed up for. We all
worked hard and put in the effort to get here, and we were
let down.

The first-year experience
For many of us, attending UNC was our childhood dream.
We grew up hearing of the prestigious academics, athletics and
social experience. Just like the recent graduates, we, too, had
our senior year snatched from us. Senior events such as prom
and graduation were either canceled or held in virtual settings.
We then endured our virtual summer orientation, virtual
new student convocation and our first week of class — which for
the most part was also held, of course, virtually. We experienced
the majority of our first semester at home, with the college
experience feeling like a short two-week summer camp.
From praying to win tickets in the student basketball lottery,
living in single rooms across campus and the majority of classes
still held virtually, things stayed mostly the same this semester.
Though, some of us first-years still remain at home and have

yet to experience life on campus. This surely hasn’t been the
same experience we heard would be “the time of our lives.”
Yet, there is hope for the future.
We’re hopeful this was only our first year, and we have three
more to look forward to. Hopeful because COVID-19 cases
across the nation are declining, including a positivity rate of
less than one percent here on campus. Hopeful to see the steady
progress of the vaccine. Hopeful for in-person classes, sporting
events and social gatherings on the quad.
This continued optimism has certainly got us through this
year and will equip us for the rest of our college lives.

Transferring during a pandemic
Being a transfer student is a unique experience in a normal
year, and an especially unique experience amid COVID-19. As a
diverse group of individuals, we come from different academic
backgrounds and experiences.
Some of us had never attended a four-year university
before Carolina, opting for community college instead,
whereas others came straight from other four-year
universities or other programs, each with their own
unique cultures.
Despite the diversity of our experiences before Carolina, one
thing is certain — the college experience we had before this year
was much closer to “normal.”

It’s impossible to feel connected to a campus that you haven’t
been able to step foot on, and it’s difficult to be proud of a school
when the closest you’ve gotten to experience it is through its
handling of the COVID-19 pandemic (which has been less than
impressive, to say the least).
Some of us may have enjoyed our previous academic or
social environments, and thus acutely aware of the college
experience we’re missing this year. Others may feel as though
we will never have the opportunity in the first place to have the
“normal college experience” that we anticipated having once
we got here.
It’s valid to mourn the loss of your college experience at
UNC, and it’s valid to feel frustrated by the lack of connection
to campus and your peers. It’s also valid to expect more from
the University.
It may be easy to feel like your decision to transfer to UNC
was a mistake, or even that it was a mistake for UNC to
accept you. Feelings of inadequacy and regret are inevitable
during times when things don’t go according to plan.
Ultimately, it’s important to remember that your decision to
transfer was a courageous one.
You knew transferring would be difficult, but your resolve
to do so demonstrates bravery and hard work. These are the
qualities that will help you get through this challenging time,
and these are the qualities that make you such a deserving
member of our student body.
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