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By Alex Zietlow
Assistant Sports Editor

By the time head coach Roy 
Williams climbed the Werner 
ladder to consummate his third 
national championship win, the 
ink that penned North Carolina’s 
2016-17 season had already dried.

The end of North Carolina’s 
redemption tour awarded its play-
ers championship rings and a pro-
verbial bandage for past wounds 
— but it also handed then-juniors 
Theo Pinson and Joel Berry II a 
situation that they weren’t familiar 
with: a blank page.

And that blank page didn’t pro-
vide direction for the rising seniors. 

So, they did what was best for 
their potential professional careers 
and explored their options by 
declaring for the NBA Draft with-
out signing an agent.

“I mean, we never really talked 
about the NBA stuff as far as if he 
was going to leave or not,” Pinson 
said. “I understand that he’s got to 
take care of his own, but I didn’t 
really ask him about it.”

The day after his initial decision, 
though, Berry wasn’t convinced 
he was ready to leave. Williams 
remembers his point guard step-
ping into his office with the “ugliest 
look” he’d ever seen on Berry’s face.

“He walked into the office,” 

Williams recalled, “and said, ‘I’ve 
been thinking about this since you 
and I talked, and I don’t want to 
do it ... I love it here. I’ve reached 
some of my dreams and goals here. 
I think I can get better.’”

Eight days after Berry withdrew 
from the draft, Pinson did too. 

And now, the seniors on the 
reigning national championship 
team are the old heads on a roster 
that boasts six first-years. They’re 
the top two leaders in assists 
returning from last season and two 
of only three players that have start-
ed more than one game for North 
Carolina in their collegiate careers.

But the expectations that they 
hold themselves to in the context 
of their team have not wavered.

“I might have to take over a big-
ger role of scoring this year and 
doing the other things that we’ve 
lost,” Berry said. “But at the same 
time, I can’t let that get in the way 
of just being a basketball player.”

That being said, what Berry and 
Pinson might bring to this young, 
preseason-ranked No. 9 Tar Heel 
team cannot only be quantified by 
individual statistics. It’s already 
clear that the roommates — who are 
connected by their similar tastes in 
music and love of Five Guys — are 

can be erased by one shot in March.
But during practice that week, 

Williams did something to his knee. 
Tests revealed a torn meniscus. And 
like that, his season was over.

He sat by in his suit and watched 
as UNC beat Duke by seven points 
on senior night, and then collapsed 
against Duke just over a week later in 
the ACC tournament. He showed up 
to every game of the NCAA tourna-
ment, as the Tar Heels inched closer 
and closer to redemption, knowing 
that he had nothing tangible to con-
tribute on the court.

Then there was the second surgery 
over the summer, and weeks of wait-
ing for his own chance at redemption. 
The wait was not without pain, and 
for that, he first turned to his family.

“On my hard days, I went to 
them,” Williams said. “Mom and Dad 
specifically. But everybody else, my 
brothers and sisters, I have a lot of 
brothers and sisters, so they all held 
me in different ways.”

Beyond his family, he looked for 
something deeper to fill the gap. The 
injury gave him plenty of time for 
thinking. 

“It just changes my perspective 
on life,” Williams said. “I mean, I 
approach every day differently. I 
don’t wake up and just try to get 
through days, I wake up and I attack 
days now just because I have a whole 
new confidence with God.”

The expectation was that he 
would be ready for team activities 
by the fall, but no one wanted to 
rush him back to the court. As he 
developed his mental fortitude, he 
waited patiently for his physical 
strength to catch up.

He doesn’t remember the exact 
day that he woke up and realized 
that there was no longer pain in his 
knee: “But I know that was prob-
ably one of my happiest days in the 
past eight months.”

On Oct. 2, he was cleared to 
return to basketball activities.

“And then practice got here and 
so by that time pretty much I was 
100 percent and they just let me 
go,” Williams said.

After playing limited minutes in 
the preseason, Williams’ will play 
a major role in determining the 
follow up rendition to UNC’s 2017 
national championship season — 
for better or for worse.

As Maye fulfilled Coach 
Williams’ prophecy with his 
improvement a season ago, fans are 
left wondering what could’ve been 
for the other member of the Tar 
Heels’ 2019 class. If you ask Kenny 
himself, he’d say that he is still due.

“I started to make it last year 
a little bit,” Williams said, “and I 
think I can make that jump, and an 
even bigger jump this year.”

sports@dailytarheel.com

DTH FILE/ALEX KORMANN
UNC wing Theo Pinson (1), forward Kennedy Meeks (3) and guard Joel Berry II 
(2) defend Gonzaga guard Nigel Williams-Goss (5) in the 2017 NCAA Final.

Berry, Pinson ready 
to write a new story

Kenny Williams makes junior jump

DTH/NATHAN KLIMA
Guard Kenny Willams jokes around during UNC’s Late Night With Roy event Oct. 
13. Williams will start his junior year on the court Friday night. 

By James Tatter
Assistant Sports Editor

Roy Williams utters an iteration of 
this sentiment seemingly every year.

“I’ve always thought your biggest 
jump was made from your freshman 
to your sophomore year,” the North 
Carolina men’s basketball head coach 
said at the team’s media day this 
October.

A season ago, almost verbatim, the 
maxim was in reference to his hopes 
for the two then-sophomores Luke 
Maye and Kenny Williams.

“I always say, I think the biggest 
jump is from some guys’ fresh-
man year to his sophomore year,” 
Williams said in advance of the 2016 
season. “Whether it’s Joel Berry II 
last year, I hope it’s the same way for 
Kenny and Luke this year.”

Coach Williams’ sentiment proved 
true for Maye’s sophomore year. 
Maye’s UNC legacy will be eternally 
linked with his jumper over Kentucky 
with 0.3 seconds in the Elite Eight. 
Less than a week later, the NCAA 
Regional MVP suited up for the Tar 
Heels as North Carolina pulled away 
from Gonzaga for the program’s sixth 
national championship.

Kenny Williams was also there. 
He was wearing an actual suit. For 
much of the year he could be seen 
sitting on the bench in a knee brace, 
his crutches not too far away as 
he nursed a torn meniscus in his 
right knee. This isn’t the story of a 
sophomore making a jump. Instead, 
it’s about a now-junior with a large 
chapter torn out of his story.

Twenty-six games into his sopho-
more season, Williams was emerging. 
He was certainly not a star, yet, but 
his 5-6 shooting performance from 
beyond the arc against Radford and 
double-digit scoring performances in 
close wins against Tennessee, Clemson 
and Wake Forest were emblematic of 
the progress he was making.

He was the team’s most prominent 
perimeter defender and had poten-
tial to light up the scoreboard from 
behind the arc.

But after missing his only 
attempted shot during twenty min-
utes on the court in a dispiriting 
86-78 loss at Duke, Williams still had 
a lot left to prove. As any good bas-
ketball fan knows, though, it’s a long 
season. And a bad game in February 

By Chapel Fowler
Sports Editor

When Cameron Johnson was 2 years old, his 
parents bought him his first pair of Jordans.

One afternoon, the toddler walked in from 
outside his Pennsylvania home. The new sneak-
ers were on his feet. He immediately grabbed a 
paper towel.

“Cameron,” his mother Amy asked, “what are 
you doing?”

“I’m cleaning the bottom of my shoes,” Cameron 
replied, then happily went about his business.

When Cameron’s father Gilbert watched a 
Bulls or UNC game, his son sat on his lap and 
watched with him. And when the games ran late 
and Amy took Cameron away from the TV for 
bed, he would cry.

Cameron’s first North Carolina jersey came 
when he was 4. It was a custom: No. 23 with his 
first name printed across the back. Once he got 
older, he watched Michael Jordan’s final years 
with the Wizards and collected games on VHS. If 
someone were to joke Cameron’s middle name was 
Jordan, they’d be spot on — it is. Gilbert gave his 
son the name with the NBA legend in mind.

“I never pushed the game on him,” Gilbert said. 
“He had a little basketball before he could even 
walk or crawl. He was sitting up, dunking it.”

Nineteen years after he so carefully cleaned 
his new kicks, Cameron is hours away from 
debuting for the college of his childhood idol. His 
journey from Moon Township, Pa., to Chapel Hill 
has been an unorthodox one.

But, in a strange way, it all makes sense.

***

Be it in go-kart racing, paintball or just about 
anything else, the Johnsons lived to compete.

Having two Division I basketball players as 
parents will do that to a family. After all, it was 
sports that brought Gilbert and Amy together 
in the first place. Gilbert played two years at 

Pittsburgh, and Amy played four at 
Kent State. They met when Gilbert 
coached Amy’s team in a now-defunct 
attempt at a pro women’s basketball league.

Cameron grew up the second oldest of four 
brothers. Above him was Aaron, below him 
Donovan — everyone called him Puff — and 
Braylon.

“I cannot remember one single time when I 
was young that we weren’t going to a practice, a 
game or a tournament or anything like that,” 
Cameron said. “It was just what life was. I 
didn’t know any other way. We didn’t 
know any other way.”

Gilbert recalls one year when, 
over a two-month span in 
January and February, he 
coached one of his sons’ 
games on every day of the 
stretch but four. Growing 
up in Conway, S.C., though, 
Gilbert was taught to live 
by the three B’s: Bible, 
books and ball, in that 
order. He and his wife put 
basketball and academ-
ics on the same level, and 
Sunday mornings were always 
reserved for church.

Gilbert had always joked if any 
of the boys approached his height 
of 6-foot-6, he’d have to hit them 
on the head so they wouldn’t get any 
taller. Cameron kept growing, though — 
so much that he transitioned from guard to 
forward at Our Sacred Lady of the Heart High 
School, where he averaged 27.8 points per game 
as a senior.

“I didn’t realize how tall I was my junior or 
senior year until I saw myself on tape,” Cameron 
said. “I remember I’d look, and I’d be like, ‘Mom, 
am I that tall out there?”

SEE SENIORS, PAGE 8

The journey of 
Cameron Johnson

SEE JOHNSON, PAGE 8
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The UNC men’s basketball team scrimmaged at Late Night With Roy on Oct. 13. The team also hosted the Disaster Relief Jamboree on Nov. 5 where they played UNC-Wilmington, UNC-Greensboro and 
ECU. 
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Guard Seventh Woods (0) dribbles around teammate Joel Berry II 
(2) in UNC’s Late Night With Roy scrimmage on Oct. 13.

Sophomore class surrounded 
by potential and uncertainty

By Jordanna Clark
Senior Writer

Sophomores Seventh 
Woods, Brandon Robinson and 
Shea Rush aren’t at the bottom 
of the totem pole anymore.

The quartet of first-years 
turned into a trio of sopho-
more returners after forward 
Tony Bradley was selected 
28th overall by the Utah Jazz 
in the 2017 NBA Draft. He 
was selected, of course, after 
the North Carolina men’s 
basketball team won the 2017 
national championship. These 
three sophomores reached the 
summit of college basketball 
during their first season.

“I’m happy we put up a ban-
ner, but I just don’t want to 
settle for one,” Robinson said. 
“I want to win another one.”

The road en route to anoth-
er historic season starts with 
the guard from Columbia, S.C. 
During Woods’ first season, he 
tied a school record by appear-
ing in all 40 games for the Tar 
Heels. He led the then fresh-
men by averaging 7.7 minutes 
per game and finished the sea-
son with a total of 49 assists, 
42 turnovers and 21 steals.

With Joel Berry II’s right 
hand injury, Woods has room 
to step up for his team in 
Berry’s absence during the 
beginning of this season.

Robinson followed close 
behind Woods by appearing 
in 37 games and averaging 7.6 
minutes per game during his 
first year.

“Brandon is shooting the 

ball really well,” head coach 
Roy Williams said. “He’s 
doing some good things. He 
can’t gain any weight, but he’s 
doing some good things.”

He’s 6-foot-5 and 170 
pounds, but he plays larger 
than his size. His abilities as 
a lengthy perimeter player 
could be beneficial this year 
for UNC, especially after 
considering that he tallied 28 
assists and 14 turnovers in a 
small sample size last season.

Rush walked on to the 
team last season as a first-
year and received the news 
from Williams in September 
that he was on scholarship.

During his first season, Rush 
appeared in 20 games for a 
total of 33 minutes and scored 
15 points for the Tar Heels.

In UNC’s exhibition game 
against Barton College on Oct. 
27, Robinson was 2-4 with 4 
points. And Woods, who start-

ed the game at point guard, 
was 2-6 with 4 points. There 
is room for improvement for 
both players, but they will have 
chances to grow and get better 
as the season progresses. 

“He was dribbling too much 
and trying to look to see if he 
could drive,” Williams said of 
Woods. “… He’s been more 
confident in the preseason.”

Heading into the start of 
the season on Friday night 
against Northern Iowa, it’s 
clear that Robinson and 
Woods will have the chance to 
embrace new roles this season. 
Woods will have an outright 
chance to prove himself at 
the point guard position, and 
Robinson is a flexible player 
that Williams can use at the 
forward and guard position.

“I think just over last year 
and coming to this year, we just 
learned a lot,” Robinson said. 

sports@dailytarheel.com

Luke Maye and young forwards 
lead North Carolina frontcourt

By Kirk Meyer
Senior Writer

When first-year Tony 
Bradley decided to enter the 
NBA Draft in May, he left the 
North Carolina men’s basket-
ball team with a gaping hole 
in its frontcourt.

And, though head coach 
Roy Williams may not like it, 
UNC will have to depend on 
a new crop of first-years to fill 
the roles previously held by 
Bradley and  now-departed 
seniors Kennedy Meeks and 
Isaiah Hicks. With Luke Maye 
as the sole returning forward 
from the rotation on last sea-
son’s national championship 
team, the Tar Heels will be 
forced to turn to first-years 
Garrison Brooks, Brandon 
Huffman and Sterling Manley 
to patrol the paint this season. 

At his preseason press con-
ference, Williams emphasized 
the importance of rebounding 
and solid interior play. But he 
expressed major concerns over 
the inexperience his Tar Heels 
face in that department.

“That’s the scary part — 
what’s gonna happen up front,” 
he said. “I still believe the 
single most important factor — 
win or lose — is rebounding.”

Rebounding was a key to 
UNC’s success last season as 
the Tar Heels led the nation 
in both total rebounding rate 
and offensive rebounding per-
centage.  However, none of 
last year’s top four rebound-
ers — Hicks, Meeks, Bradley, 
and Justin Jackson — are 
returning to Chapel Hill this 
season. Those four players 
alone accounted for roughly 
55 percent of the Tar Heels’ 
rebounds in 2016-17. Most 
likely to fill this vacancy in 
the paint is Brooks. The four-
star recruit from Lafayette, 
Ala., decommitted from 

Mississippi State in March 
before committing to UNC 
late in the recruiting process.

Brooks started in the Tar 
Heels’ first scrimmage against 
Barton College, tallying 13 
points and nine rebounds 
in 19 minutes of play. ESPN 
national recruiting director 
Paul Biancardi said he thinks 
Brooks is the most prepared 
of UNC’s three first-years.

“I think he can score off 
the block,” he said. “I think he 
may be the best of the three 
with his back to the basket.”

A more raw talent, 
Huffman should help shore 
up the Tar Heels’ interior 
defense. The Alaska native 
moved to North Carolina 
to play his senior season 
at Raleigh’s Word of God 
Christian Academy in order 
to gain more exposure 
and committed to UNC in 
September of his senior year. 

Huffman is still fairly 
unproven, and Williams 
expects inconsistency this 
season, especially if Huffman 
is forced to play away from 
the rim. But he’s also flashed 
potential with stat lines like 
six points, seven rebounds 
and a game-high five blocks 
against Barton College.

“Brandon Huffman’s 
going to break a backboard,” 
Williams said. “One of the 
most powerful dunkers I’ve 
ever had, and he’s a quick 
jumper to get that off. But 
outside of three feet, it’s a lit-
tle more of a question mark.”

The final first-year in 
the mix, Manley, will prob-
ably receive the least play-
ing time, though he should 
still see meaningful action. 
The three-star recruit 
from Pickerington, Ohio, 
impressed in the Barton 
scrimmage, racking up eight 
points and seven rebounds in 

only eight minutes of play.
After bursting onto the 

national stage with his 
Elite Eight heroics against 
Kentucky, Luke Maye enters 
his junior season as the only 
forward with any collegiate 
experience. As the fourth for-
ward in the Tar Heels’ rotation 
last season, the Huntersville 
native hauled in 15 rebounds 
against a top ten Florida State 
team that featured two seven-
footers and future NBA lottery 
pick Jonathan Isaac. He was 
also named the South Region’s 
Most Outstanding Player in 
the NCAA Tournament. Maye 
knows that the departures 
from last year mean he will be 
needed to step into an expand-
ed role in his junior season.

“We have some great scor-
ers on the perimeter,” he said, 
“but we still need that inside 
presence that we lost three 
big men that were really key 
for us last year inside.”

Plenty will change between 
the Tar Heels’ opening game 
against Northern Iowa on 
Friday and March, but expect 
the frontcourt to be a work in 
progress this season.

Considering their talent 
at the guard position, the 
Tar Heels may also roll out a 
smaller lineup occasionally – 
a clear departure from previ-
ous seasons’ dependence on 
forwards.Williams isn’t ready 
to anoint any of his first-
years as the next Meeks or 
Brice Johnson just yet, but he 
knows it’s a long season and 
expects to see improvement 
as the year goes on.

“If I had to play for my life 
(right now),” he said, “I may 
not play any of them — play 
really small.”

“Somebody’s gotta come 
through and I have no idea 
who it’s going to be.”

sports@dailytarheel.com
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Forward Luke Maye (32) shoots over teammate Cam Johnson (13) during UNC’s Late Night With Roy. 
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DTH/GABRIELLE THOMPSON
Center Janelle Bailey (44) attemps a shot against Wingate on 
Wednesday in Carmichael Arena.

top defensive player for a sec-
ond consecutive season. She 
averaged 1.1 steals per game to 
go along with 12.4 points and 
3.7 rebounds. Walker missed 
the last ten games of the season 
and has not played in an exhi-
bition either. Jamie Cherry was 
voted the team’s top offensive 
player at that same banquet. 
She averaged a career-high 
14.9 points a season ago and 
was potent from three, con-
verting 37.7 percent from long 
range. Cherry and Watts give 
the Tar Heels two dangerous 
options from the perimeter. 

“We’re just having fun” Kea 
said. “Coach Crawley tells us 
to have fun. So I know when 
I drive in, Jamie is in the 
corner, she knocks down the 
three, I get the assist. There 
you go. We are happy.”

Sophomore guard Taylor 
Koenen will provide a big 
boost for the Tar Heels off the 
bench. As a first-year, Koenen 
seemed to get better every 
game and ended the season 
with four double-digit scoring 
efforts in her last six games. 
Filling in for an injured 
Watts in the last five contests, 
Koenen averaged 10 points 
and 7.4 rebounds. She’ll likely 
see an increased role this 
season, especially early on as 
Watts continues to recover 
from her injury.

“I don’t know if there’s 
anyone that worked harder 
over the summer than Taylor,” 
Hatchell said. “She’s put in 

time, she’s really worked on 
her shot. I just think that she’s 
going to continue to be a util-
ity player that can do a lot of 
things and she will do things 
at time that surprise you. 
She’s sort of a clean up person 
out there, getting a rebound 
or making a certain play at 
certain times.”

UNC returns four other 
players to a packed roster, 
including sophomore guard 
Olivia Smith, who averaged 
3.9 points as a first-year. 
Sophomore forward Emily 
Sullivan also returns after a 
strong finish to last year’s cam-
paign. She averaged six points 
a game in her final four games 
of the regular season and led 
the team with nine blocks in 
two ACC Tournament games.

Second-year players Naomi 
Van Nes and Liz Roberts round 
out the returning players for 
North Carolina. The 6-foot-6 
Van Nes scored a career-
high eight points against 
Jacksonville and collected 
seven rebounds in a contest 
against Clemson. Roberts 
joined the team as a walk-on.

With first-year, highly 
touted bigs Jaelynn Murray 
and Janelle Bailey giving the 
Tar Heels some desperately 
needed help in the post, the 
other Tar Heels will go back 
to playing their natural posi-
tions. Hatchell’s team is 
primed for an improved finish 
in the ACC this season.

sports@dailytarheel.com

By Jonah Lossiah
Senior Writer

New players. That’s been 
the story every year for North 
Carolina women’s basketball 
recently. Not because they 
were the necessary piece to 
take the team to the next 
level, but because the team 
simply needed bodies.  

This year, it’s different.
For the first time in several 

seasons, head coach Sylvia 
Hatchell has multiple options 
at several positions. Her 
recruiting over the past few 
years has been stellar. Despite 
facing the cloud of the NCAA 
investigation, Hatchell has 
brought in quality players 
each year. 

And if 2017 is an exception, 
it is only because of the degree 
to which it exceeds past years. 
This season the fresh faces 
make this a truly competitive 
team, as UNC opens the season 
on the outskirts of the top 25.

The star of the class is 
Janelle Bailey. An ESPN five-
star recruit and McDonald’s 
All-American, Bailey is a tall 
and powerful post player. She 
stands at 6-foot-4 and has 
several facets to her game.

“She’s got good size. We 
didn’t have any size inside 
last year,” Hatchell said. “She’s 
really good around the basket. 
Using the backboard, she can 
just really score. And she’s 
tough in there.”

Hatchell also pointed to 
Bailey’s ability to pass the ball, 
especially in double teams. 
That is a part of her game 
that had people talking in the 
team’s two exhibition games.

In the second of those 
games against Mt. Olive, 
Bailey filled up the stat sheet. 
Sixteen points, nine rebounds, 
four assists and three blocks. 
And against Wingate she still 
managed 12 points and three 
blocks. Bailey also shot 59 
percent from the floor in those 
games.This shows the impact 
she can have on games.

Another first-year that 
will fill a significant role 
will be Jaelynn Murray, the 

South Carolina Player of the 
Year. Murray is 6-foot-2 and 
Hatchell says that she will 
start alongside Bailey.

She also had a solid outing 
against Mt. Olive, posting 13 
points, 12 boards and three 
rejections. Murray wasn’t bad 
against Wingate either, add-
ing six points, six rebounds, 
two steals and two blocks.

“She gives us some size and 
athleticism in there that we 
didn’t have,” said Hatchell. 

Another player new to the 
team is Jocelyn Jones. She 
isn’t a true first-year, as she 
missed all of last year with 
an injury and redshirted. But 
seeing that Destinee Walker 
and Stephanie Watts were 
dealing with injuries to end 
last season, Jones might get 
plenty of important reps early.  

“She’s still not at 100 per-
cent,” said Hatchell. “She’s 
playing, and she’s doing some 
good things. But condition-
ing-wise she’s not where she 
needs to be yet. She’s just 
going to get better and better.”

In those limited minutes, 
Jones managed to put up six 

and 13 points in the exhibi-
tions. Despite the positives, 
these players are still young. 
The leaders on this team, like 
junior guard Paris Kea, have 
seen the areas they can help 
the most.

“Definitely on defense,” 
Kea said. “Coach emphasizes 
rebounding every practice 
… we can take down half 
the points if we would just 
rebound and don’t let the 
opponent get offensive 
rebounds.”

This will be a season of 
growth, but the team is much 
more complete than it has been 
in recent years. They have a 
great backcourt when healthy, 
and new talent in the front-
court. One of the keys to this 
campaign will be confidence.

“I knew when I came here 
I could have a big role,” Bailey 
said.

“I knew that I was playing 
with good people … and as 
you can see, I think it’s work-
ing out well. I think we’re 
going to shock a lot of people 
this year.”

sports@dailytarheel.com
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Guard Jamie Cherry (10) drives toward the basket against 
Wingate on Wednesday in Carmichael Arena.

By Chris Hilburn-Trenkle
Senior Writer

The North Carolina 
women’s basketball team is 
anxious.

After going 15-16 last year 
and finishing second to last 
in the ACC standings, the 
Tar Heels are determined to 
make it back to the NCAA 
Tournament for the first time 
since 2015. The team gets its 
first shot to showcase its skill 
against Hampton on Friday in 
Carmichael Arena.

There’s plenty of reason for 
optimism. Guards Paris Kea 
and Stephanie Watts, both 
preseason All-ACC selections, 
lead a team that returns its top 
five scorers from a season ago.

Last year Kea turned in 
a stellar campaign leading 
the Tar Heels with 17.2 and 
4.1 assists per game. She was 
top five in the conference in 
scoring and also averaged 2.2 
steals, all while leading the 
ACC in minutes played (36.2). 
The 5-foot-9 guard, now a red-
shirt junior, had 13 20-point 
outbursts a season ago.

“Paris can play about any 
position on the floor,” head 
coach Sylvia Hatchell said. 
“Her midrange game is tre-
mendous. It’s as good as any-
body in the country.”

Watts, now a junior, forms 
the other part of the Tar 
Heels’ deadly one-two punch. 
Last season, she averaged 
career highs in points (16.8) 
and rebounds (7.9), both of 
which ranked sixth best in the 
conference. Watts is a deadly 
outside shooter and converted 
81 three-pointers a season ago, 
including an ACC-record 10 
against Charleston Southern.

She also scored a career-
high 39 points in the record-
breaking win. Watts’ effort 
extends onto the defensive side 
of the floor, where she ranked 
top ten in conference in both 
steals (2.0) and blocks (1.2). 
Watts hasn’t played in either 
of UNC’s exhibitions though 
while she recovers from injury.

At last year’s end-of-season 
banquet, guard Destinee 
Walker was voted as the team’s 

Rookies raise hopes for North 
Carolina women’s basketball

Returning guards offer veteran 
presence and scoring ability
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Now Open
I N  C h a p e l  H i l l !

Whether you need a group study session, a break from 
campus food, or want to reunite with friends after 

summer, we are your new go-to place for gathering.

Check out Babalu Tapas & Tacos in Eastgate Crossing 
between Stein Mart and Rite Aid.

Just look for the all the folks having fun on our patio!
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Downtown Chapel Hill
942-PUMP
106 W. Franklin St.
(Next to He’s Not Here) www.yogurtpump.com

Mon - Thurs
11:30 am - 11:00 pm

Fri - Sat 11:30 am - 11:30 pm
Sunday 12:00 pm - 11:00 pm

A Tar Heel tradition since 1982

Go Heels!
919-401-9300

www.louisebeckproperties.com

New Season, New Rentals
Visit our 
website 
and see 
houses 

along with 
floor 

plans, 
locations locations 

plus much 
more!

Renting to students
 for over 30 years!

Getting dunked on by Seventh Woods changed my life

DTH/NATHAN KLIMA
Guard Seventh Woods (0) shoots over Joel Berry II (2) during UNC’s Late Night With Roy scrimmage.

NEAR FRATERNITY 
COURT — As I looked up 
into Seventh Woods’ armpits 
soaring high above the sagging 
rim — and me — at the DKE 
basketball court, I knew I was 
toast. It was my third day at 
UNC, and to my green fresh-
man mind, strolling into the 
middle of a crowd of North 
Carolina men’s basketball 
players shooting around at a 
frat party was a good idea. 

And an even better idea 
was to yell, “YOU CAN’T 
DUNK ON ME.”

I know what you’re think-
ing: Seventh Woods has been 
dunking since he was 11. If he 
tries to dunk on you, you’re 
going to get embarrassed. 
Holt, are you outrageously 
arrogant or just crazy? 

To that I would respond, 
“Yes.”

But you don’t know me. I 
boast a lean, mean 6-foot, 165-
pound frame. I won a trashket-
ball tournament in 10th grade. 
I once dropped four points in a 
middle school basketball game. 
Plus — and this might have 
been the most persuasive factor 
— my suitemate Andrew dared 
me to do it. Add all that up, 
and I knew that I was about to 
swat this shot so hard it would 
land in Carrboro.

So Seventh geared up, 
pounded the ball off the 
ground, picked it up and 

idea that these guys were just 
that — normal guys.

So there I was, suspended 
in the air under the basket, 
armed with New Balances 
and my romanticized, unre-
alistic view of North Carolina 
basketball players.

You already know what 
happened. Seventh came 
down, the ball went in, the 
crowd exploded and my 
worldview was shattered. I 
learned a few lessons that 
night. Seventh Woods is a 
human; well, a human who 
happens to be really, really 
good at basketball.

Also? Never listen to 
Andrew.

sports@dailytarheel.com

Holt McKeithan
Staff writer

Sophomore media and journalism 
major from Washington, N.C. 

COLUMN did it again two more times. 
(In case you were wonder-
ing, that’s a double dribble. 
No wait, it’s a triple dribble. 
Funny how nobody recalls 
that particular detail.)

He picked the ball up for the 
final time and took three steps 
(which is, by the way, a travel… 
where are the refs?!). He was 
barreling down the concrete 
like a plane down a runway.

When he lifted off, I was 
confident I could block it. He 
rose up, and then I hit the peak 
of my leap. As I began to fall 
back to earth, Seventh cocked 
it back for a windmill and 
climbed to the stratosphere. 

Instantly, I realized just 
how dunked-on I was going 
to be. Time slowed, and I 
stared up helplessly amid 
the glare of dozens of iPhone 
cameras. My life flashed 
before my eyes, and I thought 
of all the people who care for 
me (aka just my mom).

If you’ve seen the video, 
you know how this ends. I 
got dunked on. Hard. I got 
Danny-Green-on-Greg-Paulus 
posterized. I got Vince-Carter-
on-that-random-French-
dude-at-the-Olympics victim-
ized. It was vicious.

Embarrassment may be 
the most natural reaction to 
this scenario. National media 
outlets seemed to think so, at 
least. After all, getting dunked 
on is basketball’s equivalent 
of wearing Crocs in public.

CBS Sports ran the video 
with the headline, “UNC 
freshman Seventh Woods 
shames fellow student with 
massive dunk.”

I was described variously 
as “hapless,” “poor” and, per-
haps most bitingly of all from 
USA Today, “random.”

For this hapless, random 
UNC student, however, get-
ting dunked on by Seventh 

wasn’t embarrassing. In fact, 
it was a culmination of a life-
time of Tar Heel fandom.

Growing up a die-hard fan, 
North Carolina basketball was 
a religion. Tyler Hansbrough 
(or Ty Lawson, Danny Green, 
Kendall Marshall, Tyler Zeller 
… the list goes on) was a figure 
worthy of worship. I remem-
ber staying up late on a school 
night to watch the national 
championship game in 2009, 
and the disgust I felt when my 
little brother fell asleep at half-
time. I remember crying when 
Dook (no, not “Duke”) won 
the following year in 2010.

I remember breaking up 
with a high school girlfriend 
at halftime of a December 
game against Davidson — 
and then asking her to leave 
so I could get back inside to 
watch the second half.

As a young fan, I saw these 
players as other-worldly 
beings who exist in a separate 
basketball universe. The idea 
of them as real-life people 
was foreign. That all changed 
once I arrived at UNC. I regu-
larly saw Justin Jackson and 
Tony Bradley eating Chick-
fil-A at Bottom of Lenoir. I 
saw Snapchats of Luke Maye 
showing up to his 8 a.m. class 
the morning after making the 
shot that sent the 2017 Tar 
Heels to the Final Four. I saw 
Joel Berry in a brace after he 
broke his hand playing 2K18.

These experiences chal-
lenged my picture of UNC 
basketball players as godlike 
figures. I realized that these 
guys do everything that normal 
students do. They use up all 
of their meal swipes at Chick-
fil-A, they drag themselves to 
class after long nights and they 
take video games too seriously. 
If that’s not relatable, I don’t 
know what is. Yet, on my third 
day on campus, I still had no 
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 More information at  summer.unc.edu
 Follow  @UNCSummerSchool

 part of a  winning strategy.
 Graduate in 8 semesters

 Add a second major or minor

 Build hours and GPA

Felton may follow in uncle’s footsteps

DTH/NATHAN KLIMA
Guard Jalek Felton (5) shoots over teammate Joel Berry II (2) during UNC’s Late Night With Roy scrimmage on Oct. 13. Felton committed to UNC in December 2014.

By Brennan Doherty
Senior Writer

When Jalek Felton, the 
6-foot-3 playmaking nephew 
of former Tar Heel standout 
Raymond Felton, commit-
ted to play for the North 
Carolina men’s basketball 
team in December 2014 as 
a sophomore in high school, 
he had to endure a long 
wait for his college career to 
begin.

Nearly three years later, 
he’s finally in Chapel Hill 
as UNC’s most anticipated 
first-year on a roster with 
five others, and he won’t 
have to wait long for the 
opportunity to make an 
immediate impact.

With senior guard Joel 
Berry II out with a broken 
right hand, Felton might be 
the one individual who stands 
to gain the most from the 
situation, as he competes with 
sophomore Seventh Woods 
for the starting point guard 
job.

At UNC’s media day in 
October, head coach Roy 
Williams characterized Felton 
as “maybe the most gifted 
player on our team.”

Now, he’ll be able to prove 
whether or not that reputa-
tion is justified, and if he’s 
embraced everything else 
that comes with being a good 
player. 

“Doesn’t understand hard 
work, doesn’t understand 
focus, doesn’t understand 
defense,” Williams said of 
Felton. “He thinks that’s that 
fence we’ve talked about 
before around your yard. 

“But he’s really gifted, and 
if I can get him to be more 
focused and tougher, I think 
he’s got a chance to be a really 
good player, and really help 
us. He’s got some skills that 
a lot of other people don’t 
have.”

The skills Felton does 
have are highly coveted, 
especially for a guard in 

UNC’s offense. In high 
school, he molded himself 
into a guy who could do a 
bit of everything: getting to 
the basket at ease, taking 
defenders one-on-one and 
dishing it out to his team-
mates, all while playing at a 
fast pace.

The 2017 Gatorade South 
Carolina Player of the Year, 
Felton averaged 26.8 points, 
5.4 rebounds and 4.8 assists 
per game at Gray Collegiate 
Academy in West Columbia, 
S.C. He was ranked the No. 
28 player in the class of 2017 
by ESPN. 

“He’s a guy who thrives 
in the transition game,” 

said Paul Biancardi, ESPN’s 
national recruiting director. 
“He loves to go from defense 
to offense, and that’s what 
Carolina does as well as any 
team in the country. His abil-
ity can be either to bring it 
down the floor and push it, 
and throw it ahead as a facili-
tator, or a guy who can finish 
the break.”

Still, there is much for 
Felton to improve upon. As 
Williams explained, defense 
is still a work in progress for 
him, and his jump shot is 
arguably the weakest part of 
his game. 

In UNC’s 91-80 exhibition 
win against Barton College 

on Oct. 27, Felton came off 
the bench and had seven 
assists and just one turnover 
in 21 minutes of action. 
But he shot just 2-6 from 
the field, and Williams said 
there wasn’t much separat-
ing his performance from 
Woods’.

In that same exhibition, 
there was a moment where 
Theo Pinson beckoned Felton 
to half court during UNC 
free throws. Head coach Roy 
Williams had already given 
Felton some instructions, but 
Pinson wanted to make sure 
he was clear on them.

“Most of the time, he was 
just waiting at halfcourt try-

ing to get the outlet pass,” 
Pinson said. “People are too 
big to do that, so you’ve got 
to run to the ball, get it and 
push it.”

That’s the type of thing 
Biancardi thinks Felton will 
have get used to. 

“He’ll be thinking and 
playing at the same time, 
because he’ll be in a position 
where he’ll have to make a 
decision,” Biancardi said, 
“and that’s difficult at the 
collegiate level for all fresh-
men guards.”

Still, it’s clear Felton’s play 
draws eyes. Golden State 
Warriors guard Stephen 
Curry posted a Felton 

mixtape on his Instagram 
account and gave the guard 
a shout-out. A simple 2-min-
ute, 16-second YouTube 
video of Felton’s highlights at 
UNC’s Late Night With Roy 
scrimmmage has racked up 
20,000 views.

If Berry returns as soon as 
possible, he might only miss 
UNC’s first two games of the 
year, home contests against 
Northern Iowa and Bucknell. 
As inconsequential as that may 
be, the Tar Heels should at 
least have a better understand-
ing by then of how Felton’s gifts 
could help them this season.

@brennan_doherty
sports@dailytarheel.com

UNC first-year Jalek 
Felton can make an 
immediate impact.
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Get more information at chapelboro.com

Follow the team to
The Frame & Print Shop

for all of your custom framing 
and dry mount needs! 

Go Heels!

The Frame      Print Shop
•     of Chapel Hill, NC     • 

&
 Custom Framing • Art Prints • Cards

 University Place  •  919-942-7306

20% off
any purchase
Use this coupon by Friday, December 8th and 

guarantee pickup before Christmas on the 23rd!

fundamental to this North 
Carolina team’s identity.

After missing the first 16 
regular season games last 
season, Pinson started 13 of 
the 21 games he played in and 
helped UNC win 13 of its final 
16 regular season ACC games. 
When UNC faced off with 
Kentucky in the Elite Eight 
of the NCAA Tournament, 
Pinson  made the play that 
led to Luke Maye’s iconic 
shot.

Coming into the 2017-18 
season, though, Berry is the 
one that’s been tied to the side-
line. The Tar Heels felt their 
primary ball handler’s absence 
in UNC’s 91-80 exhibition win 
over Barton College — a game 
in which UNC shot just 20 per-
cent from the 3-point line and 
had 14 turnovers.

“I’m putting a load on 
them,” Williams said of reserve 
guards Seventh Woods and 
Jalek Felton on Thursday. 
“Joel cannot play. It’s like that 
old saying, he’s not walking 

through that door with his 
uniform on tomorrow night.”

The 2017-18 story is not 
shaping up to be similar to 
last year’s. The team’s newest 
authors — as well as its oldest 
ones, who aren’t used to start-
ing over after achieving ulti-
mate glory — are scribbling on 
their clean page.

As a senior, Pinson realizes 
that he can’t recreate the story 
of how the 2016-17 squad 
climbed into the college bas-
ketball canopy. The narrative 
might revolve around his and 
Berry’s decision to remain Tar 
Heels. Or, it might not.

And that, as he says, is fine 
by him.

“I remember last year, the 
day of the national champion-
ship game,” Pinson said. “Me 
and Joel wake up and we were 
like, ‘Dude, we’re playing in our 
second national champion-
ship game. Who would have 
ever thought we would be here 
again?’

“Why not have that same 
feeling again?”

@alexzietlow05
sports@dailytarheel.com

The salutatorian of his 
high school class, he entered 
Pittsburgh at 6-foot-8 and 
played in the Panthers’ first 
eight games. But a linger-
ing right shoulder injury 
reemerged. Cameron opted 
for surgery and took a medi-
cal redshirt.

In 2015, he returned to the 
court healthy with four years 
of eligibility. He and an advisor 
also figured out a schedule that 
allowed him to graduate from 
Pittsburgh in two more years.

Cameron didn’t even con-
sider at the time, but graduat-
ing in three years also left him 
with autonomy in his basket-
ball career — with a degree 
from Pittsburgh, he could 
spend his final two years any-
where he wanted.

***

The Johnsons are a tightly 
knit family. So when Cameron 
finished his redshirt sopho-
more year at Pittsburgh, he 

gathered his parents and 
brothers and broke the news 
to them: he was thinking 
about transferring.

“I remember I was having 
trouble sleeping,” he said. “I 
was all over the place mental-
ly, just trying to figure it out.”

After hours of conversa-
tions with his family, Cameron 
decided to go through the 
transfer process. By this 
point, he had graduated from 
Pittsburgh with a 3.9 GPA, 
averaged 11.9 points and shot 
41.5 percent on 3-pointers.
Teams were taking notice 
— especially UNC, which 
Cameron scored a career-high 
24 points against in January.

Of all the programs he 
visited, North Carolina won 
him over. Pittsburgh tried to 
restrict Cameron’s transfer to 
UNC and have him sit out his 
first year of eligibility since it 
was an ACC opponent. But 
Williams told Cameron they 
would get past it, and they did.

“At times, I was just as in 
the know as anyone else,” said 
Cameron, who was granted 
a full release and signed his 

UNC scholarship on June 16. 
“I didn’t really know what 
Pittsburgh would do or any-
thing, and I really thank them 
for eventually letting go.”

Now five weeks into prac-
tices and exhibitions, the 
reviews on Cameron are in. 
Roy Williams says there have 
been days Cameron hasn’t 
missed a shot in practice. His 
teammates have nicknamed 
him Cameroon. Luke Maye 
describes him as extremely 
unselfish. And although Kenny 
Williams likes to jokingly call 
him “Little Body,” he adds that 
Cameron gives off good vibes.

“Coach had to get on him 
the second day of practice,” 
Theo Pinson recalled. “He was 
like, ‘Cam, you’re one of the 
best shooters on the team. Why 
aren’t you shooting the ball?’ 
He got it. He shoots it all the 
time now — but he’s hitting it.”

The transition to a new 
town has been smooth, too. 
Cameron lives in an off-cam-
pus apartment with Kenny 
Williams and Maye, who is also 
one of four brothers. Cameron 
is in a two-year master’s pro-

gram for sports administration, 
which lines up perfectly with 
his time in Chapel Hill.

And, of course, he still 
keeps in touch with his fam-
ily. Aaron now works as a 
researcher in a neuroscience 
lab at Pittsburgh, and he and 
Cameron play fantasy football 
together. Gilbert and Amy 
talk to their son two or three 
times a day by text or call.

Back home in Pennsylvania, 
Cameron’s first UNC jersey 
stills hangs on his wall. His 
parents have held onto that 
first pair of Jordans. And 
tonight against Northern Iowa, 
he’ll play as a Tar Heel for the 
first time.

Maybe it all adds up: the 
growth spurt, the shoulder, 
the three-year graduation, 
the career night in the Smith 
Center. Or maybe it doesn’t. 
Regardless of how Cameron 
Jordan Johnson found his 
way to UNC, the important 
thing is that he did.

“It’s a blessing,” Gilbert 
said. “He is where he’s sup-
posed to be.”

sports@dailytarheel.com
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DTH FILE/NATHAN KLIMA

The 2016-17 North Carolina men’s basketball team claims its sixth NCAA championship over Gonzaga in Glendale, Ariz., on April 3, 2017.
DTH FILE/NATHAN KLIMA

DTH FILE/ALEX KORMANN

DTH FILE/ NATHAN KLIMADTH FILE/ALEX KORMANN

DTH FILE/ALEX KORMANNDTH FILE/ALEX KORMANN

DTH FILE/NATHAN KLIMADTH FILE/ALEX KORMANN

Seven months later: championship revisited
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