
I took that personally.
ARMANDO BACOT

F i v e  h o u r s  b e f o r e  e v e r y 
g a m e ,  H a r r i s o n  I n g r a m ’ s 
father Tyrous sends him a text: 
“Let’s rock.”

He responds with a “Let’s rock” 
of his own, followed by two red 
exclamation 
point emojis.

That’s 
t h e i r  r i t u a l . 
H a r r i s o n  s a i d 
they started it up 
at the beginning 
o f  t h e  s e a s o n 
when he came to 
UNC, as a way of 
getting his mind 
off the game and 
onto his family. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
h im,  i t ’s  been 
w o r k i n g  “ 1 0 0 
percent.”

I t  c e r t a i n l y 
seems that way.

In No. 3 North 
Carolina’s 93-84 
win over No. 7 
Duke on Saturday 
night, the junior 
wing recorded a season-high 21 
points, along with a game-high 
13 rebounds and four steals. The 

performance marked his seventh 
double-double of the season, each 
one accompanying a UNC win.

“This was the most fun game 
I’ve ever played in my life,” Ingram 
said. “The most lit game, the most 
happy [and the most] intense.”

Before  t ipof f ,  both  o f  h is 
parents and his sister Lauren sat 
in row C of section 109, nervous. 
But Harrison wasn’t worried.

He had a typical  morning, 
waking up at 11:30 a.m., making 
his bed, blasting “Hips Don’t Lie” 
by Shakira and eating breakfast 

before getting in 
his car to head 
to the Dean E. 
Smith Center.

Lauren, who 
plays on the Duke 
volleyball team, 
had called him to 
check in on how 
he was feeling.

“I asked him 
earlier if he was 
n e r v o u s  a n d 
he said, ‘Not at 
a l l , ’ ”  s he  to ld 
The  Dai ly  Tar 
Heel, “So, I felt 
l i k e  t h a t  w a s 
a  good s ign.  I 
k n e w  h e  w a s 
going to show up 
and perform.”

H e  d i d  j u s t 
t h a t .  I n g r a m 

was all over the floor, forcing 
turnovers, scoring points, hyping 
up his teammates and grabbing 

crucial rebounds to give the Tar 
Heels the upper hand. He logged 
38 minutes of play, never once 
slowing down — something he 
credits  to the intense cardio 
training he did over the summer, 
which got him in “the best shape 
of his life.”

“He’s always breeding energy 
and effort [and] enthusiasm,” head 
coach Hubert Davis said. “[There’s] 
a toughness about it.”

This was evident throughout the 
game. Ingram was diving across 

the court to catch loose 
balls, clapping in the 

face of his 

opponents and partaking in the “too 
small” celebration with Armando 
Bacot. At one point, he even had to 
be separated from the Blue Devils 
after a foul call he disagreed with.

Ingram tied his career high 
with four steals and drained five 
3-pointers — also a career high — to 
help him notch his 21 points.

Simply put, he was charged up.
“I told Harry, for us to win this 

ONE STEP AHEAD
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Ingram’s career night 
lifts Tar Heels to victory

By Gwen Peace
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com 

The junior forward 
dropped a season-high 
21 points against Duke

PHOTOS BY KENNEDY COX
DESIGN BY OLIVIA GOODSON

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

BY THE NUMBERS

• It’s been 1,792 days since UNC 
last beat Duke in front of a sellout 
home crowd.

• Harrison Ingram made 5 
3-pointers, a career high.

• Armando Bacot scored 25 points, 
his most ever against the 
Blue Devils.

• This game marked the fourth 
consecutive game against Duke in 
which Bacot has recorded a 
double-double.

• There have been 49 top-10 
matchups between UNC and Duke 
— the most ever in college 
basketball history.
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BATTLE

Graduate forward 
impressed in final home 

game against Duke
By Caroline Wills

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com 

In the hours leading up to 
Saturday’s clash against Duke, 
Armando Bacot could not eat.

It was not because of nerves or 
because he was facing the Blue 
Devils for the final time in the Dean 
E. Smith Center. Two days prior to 
Saturday, the graduate center bit 
his tongue and physically could not 
eat. He tried — and failed — to eat 
pretzels and noodles at the team 
lunch on Saturday, but the pain 
was terrible.

By the under-10 timeout, Bacot 
said he was dying. He had run so 
hard to keep up with the high pace 
UNC played at, and with nothing 
on his stomach, he cramped and 
had to take a seat on the bench.

Then, with less than six minutes 
to go in the first period, he checked 
back into the game.

Only a few minutes later, Duke 
center Kyle Filipowski ran into 
Bacot in the lane, jabbing his 
elbow right into the UNC big man’s 
face. Or, in Bacot’s words, “he ran 
through my face.”

As a result, the UNC graduate 
student said he chipped five of his 
teeth: two in the front, three in the 
back. But, at the end of the media 
timeout, he went right back into 
the game, this time with a mouth 
guard in place.

Mounting mouth-related injuries 
aside, Bacot was on his way to a 
season-high 25-point performance, 
headlined by moments of toughness. 
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UNC graduate forward Armando Bacot (5) dunks the ball during the men’s 
basketball game against Duke at the Dean E. Smith Center on Saturday. 

In No. 3 North Carolina’s 93-84 
handling of No. 7 Duke, the 
graduate center’s aggressive action 
on both ends of the floor made him 
the  second Tar Heel, and first since 
Charlie Scott, to compile at least 25 
points, 10 rebounds and five assists 
against Duke. 

“I knew coming into this game, I 
would have a big game,” Bacot said.

Approaching Saturday’s top-10 
matchup, Bacot said he was pissed 
off. Online, he read about people 
questioning him and how much he 
really wanted it. 

“I took that personally,” he said.
After three straight games with 

single-digit points for the big man, 
Bacot and head coach Hubert 
Davis decided to change up their 

usual weekly meeting topic. Davis 
usually has a strict “no basketball 
talk” rule for these. But this time, 
instead of chatting about school, 
Netflix or food like they usually do, 
the head coach made an exception. 

On Thursday, Davis had to set the 
record straight about a few things.

He told Bacot that his role on the 
team has not changed. He does not 
view Bacot as a reserve, and it is not 
a specific person’s team. Then, the 
head coach and his center came up 
with a game plan: Bacot needed to be 
more aggressive and work harder to 
get the ball, and Davis would tweak 
the team’s plays to allow Bacot to get 
the ball in easier spots. 

“It’s really important for me for 
Armando to finish out his career 

the right way,” Davis said.
It paid off. Not only did Bacot 

find his groove on the offensive 
end, but the graduate center found 
a way to defend Filipowski without 
fouling — something Davis said he 
was very concerned about going 
into Saturday.

And then with just under five 
minutes remaining, Bacot spun 
past Filipowski and earned an and-
one to give UNC an 11-point lead.  
When the whistle blew to give 
Filipowski his fourth foul, Bacot 
held down his palm in a “too small” 
taunt directed at the seven-footer 
guarding him. 

“A lot of times when I catch it 
in the post, sometimes I’m looking 
to pass, not force too much, not 
do too much,” Bacot said. “But I 
thought today, I really just wanted 
to take it to his chest.”

His mom, Christie Lomax, said 
Saturday’s game was an emotional 
moment. That morning, she ate 
breakfast with the other parents of 
the basketball team and watched 
ESPN College GameDay’s segment 
interviewing her son and senior 
guard RJ Davis. That’s when it hit 
her: This is it. This is the last time 
he’ll play Duke at the Smith Center. 

“I didn’t have any expectation,  
[I] just wanted [him] to have fun, 
live in the moment,” she told The 
Daily Tar Heel. “Once he came on 
fire, I knew we were good.”

Bacot said he was convinced 
UNC wouldn’t lose the game. 
Why? Because he wouldn’t allow 
it. Even if he’ll be making a trip to 
the dentist tomorrow, the chipped 
teeth are only a reminder of this 
victory: a win in his final home 
game against Duke.

X: @carolinewills03
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Filipowski is 
the villain this 
rivalry needed

By Shelby Swanson
Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com 

Something was missing.
After a disappointing 2022-23 

season that saw UNC get swept 
by Duke and miss the NCAA 
tournament, Saturday was set for 
a top-10 clash between the Tar 
Heels and Blue Devils — the first 
since 2019.

Yet, after the spoils that then-
head coach Mike Krzyzewski’s final 
season delivered to North Carolina 
fans, I couldn’t help but feel the 
absence of one key rivalry element 
heading into Saturday: hatred.

This Duke team, even the bluest 
of hearts can admit, is generally 
likable. Gone are the Christian 
Laettners, JJ Redicks and Grayson 
Allens. First-year Jared McCain 
makes his silly TikToks with a bright 
smile on his face. Senior Jeremy 
Roach is even “cool” with UNC’s RJ 
Davis and Armando Bacot.

But with less than five minutes 
remaining in the game, I found my 
answer when Bacot went to work 
in the post and earned an and-one 
over Kyle Filipowski. Bacot turned 
around and hit the “too small” 
celebration. His teammates on 
the court followed suit. And then 
the bench.

Did it matter that Filipowski was 
voted the preseason ACC Player of 
the Year? Based on how that play, 
and how the overall night, went — 
no. Just ask Bacot himself.

“At the end of the day, the ACC 
runs through me,” he said. 

If  Saturday night was any 
indication, Filipowski emerged as a 
brand-new dark blue target for the 
Tar Heels and fans alike.

And if you’re wondering why 
Bacot was wearing a mouth guard 
reminiscent of middle-school 
braces for most of the game, that’s 
thanks to good ol’ Filipowski, who 
chipped five of Bacot’s teeth. 

“He ran through my face,” 
Bacot said.

And the result? Bacot gave it 
straight back to him for a season-
high 25 points.

“I really just wanted to take it to 
his chest,” the graduate center said.

In postgame interviews, RJ 
Davis held an ice pack to his 
swollen right eye — a result of 
getting tangled up with Filipowski 
and UNC teammate Seth Trimble. 
When asked if it was a cheap shot, 
Davis asked: “Which one?” 

The response garnered a few 
laughs, and Davis admitted that 
Filipowski later apologized to him. 
It probably wasn’t intentional, as 
Davis said. 

But to the fans, that didn’t matter. 
Whether it was the upgraded 
flagrant on Davis that referee Roger 
Ayers correctly predicted would 
get him booed real bad, or the time 
Harrison Ingram and Filipowski got 
into it after a loose ball, there were 
plenty of jeer-able moments.

Bacot said he thinks this past 
Saturday was the loudest he’s heard 
the Dean E. Smith Center get in his 
five years as a Tar Heel. And where 
would he place the crescendo, the 
peak of all the noise?

When Filipowski was at the free 
throw line.

“I mean, that was pretty crazy,” 
Bacot said. “I was just talking to 
Jeremy [Roach], and he was like 
‘God dang.’ Shoutout to the fans 
for that.”

And shoutout to Filipowski 
for giving Tar Heel nation a new 
Dookie to hate.

X: @shelbymswanson

Ingram’s energy carries UNC to win

DTH/KENNEDY COX

game, we need him to bring that 
energy and knock down those 
shots and really get the crowd 
into it,” Bacot said. “I think that’s 
his role.”

For Ingram, it all comes down 
to love.

Since coming to  UNC, his 
mom Vera said there has been a 
big difference in the way he has 

been playing and the level of 
excitement he has for each and 
every game.

“He loves his teammates,” Vera 
told The DTH. “They get along 
very well. He talks about them all 
the time.”

He also loves his family — all 
50-plus members who showed up 
to the game, especially his Blue 
Devil sister who he has labeled 
one of his best friends.

But it was only after his 20th 
point that Ingram allowed himself 
to look at his family, pointing at 
Lauren to say “I told you so,” and 
at Vera to let her know he was 
happy with how he was playing.

And after the final buzzer had 
sounded, Harrison was eager 
to escape the postgame press 
conferences and rush Franklin 
Street alongside his loved ones.

He still didn’t know quite what 

he was going to say to them when 
he saw them, though.

“I’m going to see how they react 
first,” he said with a grin.

His mom, on the other hand, 
knew exactly what she was going 
to say to her son: “I love him and 
I’m so happy for him because I 
know how hard he’s worked.”

X: @peacegwen

TRADITIONS

Tens of thousands rush Franklin after victory
Students and fans 

gathered downtown to 
celebrate a UNC win 

By Lauren Rhodes
University Editor

university@dailytarheel.com 

As the UNC men’s basketball team 
claimed a 93-84 victory against its 
rival Duke in the Dean E. Smith Center, 
UNC fans from across campus and 
Chapel Hill began rushing toward 
the intersection of Franklin and 
Columbia streets.

Resounding chants of “Tar! 
Heels!”  echoed through the 
crowd of an estimated 20,000. 
Participants climbed stoplight 
poles ,  s l id  down te lephone 
wires and waved everything from 
flags to lightsabers on top of friends’ 
shoulders while they cheered.

Emily Barksdale, a senior at 
UNC, said she watched the game at 
Sup Dogs — a restaurant with easy 
access to Franklin Street. Watching 
the  game was  exhi larat ing , 
Barksdale said. While she was not 
fully sure if UNC would win, she 
said it wasn’t as scary as previous 
UNC-Duke games she’s watched.

After the Tar Heel victory, 
Barksdale said she sprinted to the 
street with her friend, who happened 
to be celebrating her birthday.

“There’s something about your 
best friend you’ve known since you 
were a little bitty and then spending 
senior year together rushing 
Franklin,” she said. “I’m a little 
sentimental, I’m not going to lie.”

Alex Carrasquillo, community 
safety public information officer 
for the Town of Chapel Hill, said 
the Chapel Hill Police Department 
began closing downtown roads 
at about 8:30 p.m. on Saturday. 
Though it was a little bit ahead 
of the end of the actual game, 
he said officials recognized that 
people were already heading into 
the intersection.

Law enforcement opened the 

roads to traffic at about 10:30 
p.m. on Saturday night, he said.

The Town of Chapel Hill reported 
that an estimated 15,000 students 
and community members rushed 
in 2022 when UNC defeated Duke 
at Cameron Indoor Stadium, the 
year UNC also beat Duke in the 
NCAA Final Four.

“It’s amazing every single time,” 
UNC junior Celia Gibbs said.

Gibbs stood in the bustling crowd 
alongside sophomore Cate Meardon, 
both wrapped in a UNC flag. The pair 
said they ran from the Union Chapel 
Hill apartment complex, located about 
half a mile from Franklin Street, a feat 
that left them out of breath.

While it was Gibbs’ third time 
rushing Franklin Street after a 
UNC win, Meardon experienced the 
tradition for the first time.

“I did not expect people actually 
on poles, like I thought it was a 
myth,” she said.

Carrasquillo said there was one 
reported injury along with two 
arrests on Saturday night. The 
injured individual tripped and was 
transported to UNC Hospitals, he said.

A motorcyclist  who police 
believe was attempting to join the 
crowd was arrested for careless and 
reckless driving, driving on a closed 
street and driving with a revoked 
license. The other individual was 
arrested for assault.

Police confiscated a number of 
items, including mattresses, that 
were intended to be burned, an 
infamous Franklin Street tradition.

Hunter Teague, a UNC junior 
who had a Phase 2 ticket to the 
game, said he sprinted to Franklin 
Street from the Smith Center with 
his friends. Though he rushed 
when he was a first-year, he said 
the energy from running from the 
basketball game itself this year 
made it his favorite experience.

DTH/HEATHER DIEHL
Fans celebrate on Franklin Street after the UNC men’s basketball team defeated Duke on Saturday.

“It was just surreal, the amount of 
people here was just insane,” he said. 
“Just getting shoved around, just in a 
mosh pit. It was so much fun.”

Outside  of  Rais ing Canes 
standing with his friends, Drew 
Babatunde, a student at N.C. A&T, 
cheered along with the crowd.

He said he also watched the 
game at Sup Dogs and ran outside 
to join the surge of people on their 
way toward the intersection. When 
describing the experience, he said 
he had to use one word: electric.

“It’s fun and if you want to have 
a good time, you got to come out to 
Franklin after a W,” he said. “Let’s 
go Tar Heels!”

Emmy Martin contributed 
reporting to this story.

X: @l_rhodsie

Continued from Page 1

UNC junior forward Harrison Ingram (55), who head coach Hubert Davis has called the “glue” of his team, recorded a career-high five 3-pointers, as well as 13 
rebounds and four steals. Ingram’s seventh double-double this season and 12th of his career helped lift UNC to its 93-84 win over Duke.
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All day long
Although the tipoff of the UNC-Duke men’s basketball matchup took place at 

6:30 p.m. on Saturday, game day began 12 hours before for many students and 
fans. Students lined up at the Dean E. Smith Center as early as 7 a.m. for ESPN’s 
College GameDay and to get wristbands for Phase 1 of the student ticket lottery. 

That afternoon, students stood in line again at the Smith Center according to 
their assigned phase. The venue was filled with palpable energy during the game 
— fans only pausing their cheers when the Tar Heels shot free throws. As Rece 
Davis described the atmosphere in the Smith Center during GameDay, “If you 
understand, no words are necessary. If you don’t, no words will suffice.” 

With the Tar Heel victory, students raced downtown, flooding Franklin 
Street. Around 20,000 participants cheered, hugged their friends, chanted 
about the enemy down the road and climbed poles before continuing the 
celebrations elsewhere.  

— Lara Crochik
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