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REPRESENTATION

UNC baseball reflects sport’s dwindling diversity
“Everyone in 
baseball has 

the same goal 
— and it’s just 

to get best 
players.”

Scott Forbes
Head coach of UNC baseball 

As he progressed through his 
baseball career, UNC junior Alberto 
Osuna found that the diversity of 
his teammates “dwindled down.”

“I want to say that we’re diverse,” 
Osuna said. “But obviously, it’s 
pretty obvious that we don’t have 
an African American on the team.”

The Tar Heels, despite being 
a preseason top-20 program, are 
reckoning with the same diversity issues 
as the rest of the sport’s landscape. 

According to data from the NCAA, 
outside of HBCUs, Black players make 
up just four percent of all Division I 
baseball players. As for the Tar Heels? 
There are only two players of color on 
the 2023 roster — Osuna and Alden 
Segui, who both identify as Hispanic. 

The answer to how UNC and 
other teams came to look this way, 
much like the issues of diversity in 
field hockey, might lie in recruiting.

Matt Andrews, a UNC history 
professor whose research specializes 
in sports and American culture, said 
baseball is a “suburban sport.”

In the past decade, 62 percent of the 
UNC baseball players recruited in-state 
have come from the metropolitan 

areas of Charlotte, Greensboro-High 
Point and Raleigh, the three largest 
metropolitan areas in the state. But 
Andrews emphasized that the “rural-
suburban difference” is often blurred.

“You can be from Durham, but there 
are parts of Durham that are awfully 
rural, I would argue. So, being from 
Durham wouldn’t necessarily tell you 
anything,” Andrews said. “Because of 
the money, and because of travel teams 
and because of space requirements, 
rural and suburban seems to be where 
the pool is coming from.”

However, where North Carolina 
recruits are from isn’t the cause of 
these disparities. It’s the system of high-
profile showcase events that UNC taps 
in to to carry out its recruiting. Head 
coach Scott Forbes said he’s been “all 
over the country” to see tournaments.

The sport lacks diverse 
teams, both collegiate 
and professional level

Organizations like Perfect Game,and 
Baseball America operate high-profile 
tournaments across the United States 
for elite baseball programs. 

While Forbes said he tries to attend 
high school games, these tournaments 
are essential. “The club tournaments 
are nice from the standpoint of in the 
summer, you can go and see 100 kids 
instead of one,” Forbes said. 

The problem with that? As 
former UNC outfielder Justice 
Thompson says, “it costs money.”

“A lot of those big organizations 
have multiple teams,” he said. “They 
have lower teams, and they have the 
top-tier team that uses the national 
platform that travels and gets all the 
internet sensations. A lot of the time 
it costs money, and, growing up, I 

didn’t want to make my parents 
spend that type of money to get me 
on that type of platform.”

Thompson, who now plays in 
the Cincinnati Reds organization, 
transferred to North Carolina in 
2021. He was the lone Black player 
on UNC’s roster that season.

PRIVACY

Hussman email inquiry sees little progress

DTH GRAPHIC/GABI ALLEN

In the summer of 2021, the 
computers of faculty members at the 
Hussman School of Journalism and 
Media were searched.  This came after 
The News & Observer’s publishing of 
a leaked donor agreement between 
the University and journalism school 
namesake, Walter Hussman Jr.

The publication of the agreement 
shortly followed the UNC Board 
of Trustees’ initial failure to offer 
tenure to Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalist Nikole Hannah-Jones. 
She was hired to be the Knight 
Chair in Race and Investigative 
Journalism at the journalism school. 

The University said the donor 
agreement was confidential. The 
subsequent inquiry was conducted 
with the purpose of improving internal 
data security, administrators said. 

But, throughout the process, 
several faculty members said they 
were not fully informed about the 
scope and purpose of the inquiry, 
which searched faculty’s computer 
files, emails and cloud backups.  

Deb Aikat, an associate professor 
in the journalism school, said it was 
“a witch hunt.”

As of February 2023, there have 
been no updates to the University 
privacy policy. 

The inquiry

According to the donor agreement, 
Hussman donated $25 million to the 
journalism school in 2019 to be paid in 
installments. The money, it says, can 
be spent at the discretion of the dean.

Aikat said that, soon after the 
N&O published the agreement in July 
2021, several journalism professors 
learned that someone had been 
accessing their computers — without 
their knowledge  — to look into the 
agreement’s release.

“This is a total violation of not 
only trust, but it ’s a total lack 
of honesty, accountability and 
transparency,” he said.

U N C ’s  c u r r e n t  Pr i v a c y  o f 
Electronic Information Policy 
outlines the conditions under 
which the University can access 
electronic information, including 
e m a i l s  a n d  d a t a  h o u s e d  o n 
University-owned equipment. 

Donor agreements are one type 
of confidential data stored in the 
University’s Database for Advancing 
o u r  V i s i o n  o f  In s t i t u t i o n a l 
Excellence, or DAVIE, system.

A year later, journalism 
school’s privacy policy 

still unclear
By Kayla Hallac

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

SEE POLICY PAGE 5

SEE COSTS PAGE 3

By Shelby Swanson and Evan Rogers
Assistant Sports Editor and Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com
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NC bill could restrict youth hormone treatment  

On Feb.  6 ,  House  Bi l l  43 
w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  N.C . 
General  Assembly,  proposing 
the prohibition of sterilization 
surgeries, puberty blockers and 
cross-sex hormones for minors. 

The primary sponsors of the bill 
are N.C. Reps. George Cleveland 
( R - O n s l o w ) ,  K e i t h  K i d w e l l 
(R-Beaufort, Dare, Hyde, Pamlico), 
Bill  Ward (R-Camden, Gates, 
Hertford, Pasquotank) and Steve 
Tyson (R-Craven). The other 13 
members co-sponsoring the bill are 
also Republican.

Cleveland, Kidwell, Ward and 
Tyson did not respond to The Daily 
Tar Heel’s requests for comment 
before the time of publication. 

If passed, H.B. 43 will make 
it unlawful for a minor to receive 
hormone treatments that are not 
consistent with the minor’s sex 
assigned at birth.

Minors would not be permitted 
to take medication that causes 
temporary or permanent infertility, 
and they will be prohibited from 
receiving any surgery to remove a 
“non-diseased body part or tissue.” 

Minors born with a medically-
verifiable genetic disorder of sexual 
development are exempt.

Any medical professional who 
violates the restrictions will have 
their medical license revoked and 
face up to $1,000 in civil fines.

“The consensus was that juveniles, 
those under the age of 18, should not 
have gender-affirming surgeries or 
hormone treatments that should be 
reserved for those that are adults to 
make that decision. And that’s really 
the basis of the bill,” Ward told the 
News & Observer, speaking for the 
sponsors of the bill.

According to an article found in 
the National Library of Medicine, 
medica l  inter vent ion  i s  not 
recommended for transgender youth 
prior to puberty. At the beginning 

of puberty, the development of 
secondary sex organs can be delayed 
using puberty blockers, allowing a 
child time to further explore their 
gender identity.

With the use of gender-affirming 
hormones, transgender children 
experience puberty that aligns with 
their gender identity. 

C h i l d r e n  t h a t  a r e  d e n i e d 
gender-affirming hormones during 
adolescence show higher levels of 
psychological distress and suicidal 
thoughts than children who receive 
the desired treatments, according to 
a 2022 study.

“We have kids that are in a real 
crisis,” N.C. Sen. Graig Meyer 
(D-Caswell, Orange, Person) said. 
“This bill seems to want to put more 
kids in the crisis and we shouldn’t 
even be wasting our time on this.”

U N C  s o p h o m o r e  C o n n o r 
Downing said bills like H.B. 43 are 
put into place to silence LGBTQ+ 
voices and identities, which are 
considered by some a phase that a 
child will outgrow. 

“People in power and in positions 
above these kids don’t take into 
consideration how they really feel, 
and that being trans is something 

that you can know from a very young 
age and recognize,” he said. 

Ivy Atkins-Pearcy transitioned 
when she was 19 years old and said 
she has known she was transgender 
her entire life.

Atkins-Pearcy said if H.B. 43 
is passed, it will make an already 
difficult process even harder. 

“Transitioning is not something 
someone does lightly,” she said. 
“It’s not a trend. It’s not a fad. It’s 
drastically altering who you are 
and it takes a monumental amount 
of courage and self-reflection to 
get to that point.” 

Atkins-Pearcy said, once someone 
is confident and has support, it 
would be disappointing if they had 
to wait to transition. 

“Having to wait until they’re 
18 would be incredibly damaging 
because they’re just going through 
a puberty which they don’t identify 
with,” she said.

Meyer said that  instead of 
drafting bills like H.B. 43, the 
government  should focus  on 
addressing the shortage of mental 
health treatment facilities.

He also said youth who are in 
need of professional mental health 

support should have access as part 
of their full educational opportunity.

“It saddens me that we have 
elected leaders in North Carolina 
who choose to use the power that 
they have to make people feel 
marginalized and hurt by the state 
that they live in,” Meyer said.

HB 43 would prohibit 
gender-affirming 

procedures for minors

By Zoe Werner
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @ZoeWerner356
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The North Carolina General Assembly building in Raleigh, N.C.

RESOURCES
On campus, students and University 
employees have access to the UNC 
LGBTQ Center. The Center offers 
identity-affirming and educational 
programing, as well as community 
activities. It is open Monday - Friday 
and can be contacted via phone at 
(919) 843-5376 or email lgbtq@unc.edu.

QTPOC is a program for students who 
identify as queer and/or transgender 
people of color. QTPOC offers 
mutual aid, peer support and social 
activities. Contact the program at  
qtpocunc@gmail.com or via Facebook. 

The Trevor Project is a national 
program dedicated to the safety 
and mental health of LGBTQ young 
people. Crisis counselors are 
available 24/7 via phone at (866) 
488-7386, as well as on text and chat. 



Wednesday, February 15, 2023 3

Stone Center unveils new spring art exhibit

By Mary Mungai
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Collection about slave 
revolts, rebellions includes 

Toni Scott installation

A hanging sculpture of a canoe 
rests in the center of an exhibition.

Underneath the canoe, tape 
connects chains to represent a 
continued injustice that holds 
Black individuals back today. And 
underneath the chains, bells call 
attention to racial disparities.

Mo u n d s  o f  b l a c k  b a r k  s i t 
underneath the bells and represent 
all those descended from enslaved 
Africans – who continue to face 
racism and inequity today. 

This installation piece, called 
“The Measure of Things” by artist 
Toni Scott, lies in the center of the 
February spring exhibition of the 
Sonja Haynes Stone Center for 
Black Culture and History, which 
opened Feb. 2. 

The exhibition “If We Must 
Die… We’ ll  Fight To the End! 
Resistance and Revolt Aboard 
the Slave Ship” was curated by 
former Stone Center Director 
Joseph Jordan a long  wi th  a 

DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS
The Sonja Haynes Stone Center houses the exhibit, “If We Must Die… We’ll Fight To 
the End! Resistance and Revolt Aboard the Slave Ship,” curated by Joseph Jordan.

group of students and community 
members. It showcases revolts and 
resistance of the Middle Passage 
through installations, panels and 
video presentations.

“We almost always see enslaved 
people as victims, as people who 
are resigned to their fate, people 
who are beaten down, unable 
to resist. But this sort of flips 
that,” Jordan said. “There were at 
least 1,500 recorded revolts and 
rebellions aboard ships.” 

Additionally, the exhibit is part 
of a three-part speaker series. 
P r o f e s s o r s  Ma r c u s  R e d i k e r, 
Sowande Mustakeem, and Lisa 
Lindsay have been selected to 
speak and present their respective 
b o o k s :  “ T h e  S l a v e  S h i p :  A 
Human History,” “Slavery at Sea: 
Terror, Sex, and Sickness in the 
Middle Passage” and “Captives as 
Commodities: The Transatlantic 
Slave Trade.”

Rediker spoke about the many 
revolts that occurred alongside the 
brutality aboard slave ships at the 
exhibition’s opening on Feb. 2. 

The speaker series will continue 
in March, with professors Sowande 
Mustakeem and Lisa Lindsay 
discussing the intersection of 
gender, health, age and more with 
the trauma from slavery. 

Dawn Carter, a student who worked 
on the project, said the speaker series 
helps add to the exhibition by putting 
much of its history into perspective 
for the audience. 

The series is open not only to 
UNC students, but also to the 
broader community.

“I think it’s a revelation, and 
w h at  w e’ v e  d o n e  f o r  p e o p l e 
who come to the exhibition, we 
provided a publication that lists 
all  of those reported actions,” 
Jordan said. 

He also said members of the 
surrounding community, including 
everyone from individuals  to 
schools  in  the  immediate  or 
regional area, are welcome to visit 
the exhibition.

The intent of the project is to 
help educate anyone who wants 
to learn more about this history, 
regardless of age, Carter said.

The exhibition also contains 
i n s t a l l a t i o n s  c o m m i t t e d  t o 
honoring enslaved people who 
d i e d  a b o a r d  s l av e  s h i p s ,  b y 
remembering them as individuals 
with their  own histories  and 
stories to tell. 

“It ’s also important to think 
about the very real and personal 
l ives of  the people who were 
most affected and think about 

their stories and their narratives 
too,” Salena Braye-Bulls, another 
s t u d e n t  w h o  w o r ke d  o n  t h e 
project, said.

Jordan said the exhibition has 
installation pieces serving not only as 
memorials for those who died during 
the slave trade, but also as reminders 
of their ongoing presence as memories, 
ancestors, and symbols of resistance. 

“If you listen to the wind, if 
you listen to the water, listen to 

the trees, you can often hear the 
voices of those who perished,” 
Jordan said. “So, that was the 
inspiration for that installation 
piece. That the dead that perished 
during the trade have not really 
left us but they still speak to us in 
various ways.”

The exhibition will be open to 
the public until later this spring.

Twitter: @dailytarheel
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UNC students and members of SAAS, Christina Huang, Divya Aikat, Alicia 
Bao, Abbey Kollu and Joanna Yeh pose outside the Undergraduate Library 
on Thursday, Feb. 9.

SAAS calls for Asian American Studies program at UNC

Student petition lays 
out plans for a new 

potential major program
By Maeson Wagner

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Students for Asian American 
Studies at UNC (SAAS) — a student-
led organization —  launched a petition 
last week with demands to expand the 
Asian American Center, with calls 
to disaggregate study curriculums 
for Asian ethnicities and establish 
a degree-oriented Asian American 
Studies program at the University.

The petition, entitled “Demands 
f r o m  A s i a n  A m e r i c a n  U N C 
Students”, has gathered over 600 
signatures as of Feb. 13 from 
students, faculty and alumni across 
10 different schools. 

Joanna Yeh, a sophomore SAAS 
member, said she sees diversity 
in signatures to be critical to the 
petition’s success.

“ I t ’s  some what  less  about 
numbers than it is about the variety 
of students, faculty and community 
voices because then we can show that 
this isn’t just a niche topic that is only 
relevant to a few groups of students,” 
she said. “This is something that is 
recognized everywhere, by everyone.”

A l t h o u g h  A s i a n  A m e r i c a n 
students have been attending UNC 
since the late 1800s, an Asian 
American Studies program has yet 
to be established, sophomore SAAS 
member Divya Aikat said.

“We have student organizations 
and dance groups and we just started 
the Asian American Center, but we 
still don’t have an associated major 
studies program specifically for 
Asian American Studies,” she said.

While the University does have 
a Department of Asian and Middle 

Eastern Studies, Christina Huang, 
founder of SAAS, said she believes 
a separate Asian American Studies 
program is necessary for the success 
of the University.

“It’s very different because, as 
Asian Americans, we are the minority 
group and talking about the lived 
experience of activism in America 
versus being a majority in Asia,” 
she said. “Both are very important, 
but it’s also important to separate 
the two narratives and explore both 
concentrations differently.”

Currently, UNC includes less 
than 10 Asian American Studies 
courses in its catalog, Aikat said. And 
availability depends on professors, 
level and availability each semester. 

Their goal, for UNC to hire six new 
tenured faculty members, along with 
other requests with further context 
can be found in the call to action. 

UNC sophomore SAAS member 
Abbey Kollu said an Asian American 
Studies program would be helpful 
to all students, as it is beneficial to 
understand Asian American history 
for a variety of professions.

“Regardless of whether or not 
you identify as Asian American, 
it ’s  something that ’s relevant 

whether you’re working in health 
care or politics or social work or 
as an educator,” she said. “It’s vital 
to recognize how those histories 
intersect, because Asian American 
history is absolutely American history. 
And it should be included as that.”

In advocating for an Asian 
American Studies major and a minor 
at the University, SAAS hopes to 
spearhead a national movement 
for reconfiguring history to include 
Asian American studies.

Huang said achieving their goal 
can help progress UNC’s success in 
looking at innovative ways to teach 
American history. 

SAAS began its efforts last fall, 
but attributes its work to the Asian 
American activists that came 
before them. Huang said they did 
so with the sole effort of improving 
inclusivity at UNC

“We are all very proud to be Tar 
Heels and we want to make UNC 
the best it can be, and that includes 
making sure that all voices are heard 
and giving a voice to the growing 
Asian American community,” she said.

Twitter: @dthsports

Continued from Page 1

Costs bar some youth players from participating in sport
The costs of competitive travel 

baseball are well-documented. In 
2015, Pittsburgh Pirates outfielder 
Andrew McCutchen wrote that 
baseball is “a sport that increasingly 
freezes out kids whose parents don’t 
have the income to finance the 
travel baseball circuit.” USA Today 
reported in 2017 that travel baseball 
costs average out to $3,700 a year. 

Due to increasing popularity of 
travel baseball and dwindling numbers 
in Little League Baseball programs, 
organizations have kickstarted 
initiatives to help serve those groups 
underrepresented across baseball. 

Jerry Manuel — a former major 
league manager of the Chicago 
White Sox and New York Mets — 
launched the MLB DREAM Series 
in 2017. The event allows a pool 
of youth minority players, mainly 
catchers and pitchers, to practice 
in front of college and professional 
scouts and features a forum of 
retired professional players and 
coaches as well as seminars to inform 
the prospects about some of the 
baseball’s trailblazers from the past.

There are also local programs that 
serve minority communities, including  
all-minority teams for youth players. 

Thompson said he practiced 
on an all-minority team in high 

school as a part of the P.R.O Youth 
Foundation, which is currently run by 
Chip Lawrence, Special Assistant to 
Scouting for the Milwaukee Brewers  
and former professional baseball 
player. The opportunities within 
P.R.O Youth provided Thompson with 
a unique experience outside his club 
and high school teams, he said. 

“It was fun being able to be 
around kids I could really relate to,” 
Thompson said. “Kids who grew 
up the same way that I did. Kids 
who had that same background as 
me and being able to use that in a 
baseball foundation.” 

Kaleb Cost — a UNC baseball 
and football commit — played 

on an all-minority youth baseball 
team, the Georgia Heat. Cost’s 
playing days with the organization 
came before he started high school, 
and he said the time with the Heat 
helped him transition to higher 
levels of baseball.

“(Diversity) definitely impacted 
me a lot; growing up I played with 
an all minority team until I moved,” 
he said. “When I started playing 
with Home Plate, I had to adjust 
to playing with other ethnicities. It 
was a cool switch for me. I knew I 
was going to have to do it if I was 
going to continue playing baseball.”

Though there are many initiatives 
to improve diversity at the college 

level — and in baseball as a whole 
— there isn’t a quick solution. 
Forbes said UNC wants to improve, 
but dwindling diversity in baseball 
has been an overarching problem 
for several decades.

“(Diversity) is something I hope will 
improve and continue to improve,” 
Forbes said. “The MLB Breakthrough 
Series is really awesome. We’ve 
recruited some kids out of there. And 
again, I do firmly believe this, everyone 
in baseball has the same goal — and it’s 
just to get best players. We’re fortunate 
here. We’ve had kids from all over, and 
we’re proud of that.”

Twitter: @dailytarheel
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CAROLINA ASIA CENTER

BSEAH extends mission, creates community

DTH/SERENA SHERWOOD
A Carolina Asia Center display is pictured in the FedEx Global Center on Feb. 14. Carolina Asia Center works with 
students and faculty as part of the Bring Southeast Asia Home initiative as a result of a $900,000 grant to the 
Carolina Asia Center from the Henry Luce Foundation.

Southeast Asia is home to over 
six hundred million people, over 
1,000 languages and countries with 
some of the world’s fastest-growing 
economies. But in the Southeastern 
part of the United States, there 
are not many collegiate resources 
dedicated to studying it. 

This is something a new program 
at UNC seeks to change.

The initiative, called Bringing 
Southeast Asia Home, is part of the 
Carolina Asia Center and the result 
of a $900,000 award from the 
Henry Luce Foundation. Christian 
Lentz,  associate  professor of 
geography and the grant’s principal 
investigator, said the aim of the 
initiative is to bolster Southeast 
Asian studies at UNC.

“If you look at the landscape 
of Southeast Asian studies in the 
United States it’s concentrated in 
the west coast and then there is a 
number of institutions in the upper 
Midwest — Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Ohio — and then New York State, 
Connecticut, Northeast,” Lentz said. 
“And that’s kind of it. The American 
South doesn’t have much, that was 
one of our main arguments is look, 
we need these resources here.”

While there are multiple student 
groups dedicated to Southeast 
Asian studies at UNC, the same 
cannot be said for what is offered 
at an academic level. Becky Butler, 
BSEAH’s assistant director, said 
Southeast Asian studies have been 

overlooked compared to other 
regions such as East and South Asia.

“UNC-Chapel Hill  is an R1 
research institution, so it should 
be on the forefront of all domains 
of inquiry and this was something 
that was missing,” Butler said. “Our 
state is home to so many growing 
communities of Southeast Asians 
and Southeast Asian Americans 
that I think the University would 
be remiss not to consider those 
stakeholders in our programming 
and our research and all the things 
that we do.”

The initiative has begun to fill 
this gap by hosting seminars for 
researchers to share their work, 

growing UNC’s Vietnamese language 
course offerings and creating a 
workshop group for professional 
students researching Southeast Asia.

Leeann Ji is the facilitator of the 
workshop group and a graduate 
student in the Gillings School of 
Global Public Health. 

Ji said when she first came to 
Gillings, she was concerned the school 
would not have enough resources for 
her research. She said while there 
is a lot of necessary research being 
done in the school, it mainly revolves 
around South America, Central 
America and Sub-Saharan Africa — 
which is nowhere near her focus of 
study, Southeast Asia. 

That was until she found out 
about the Bringing Southeast Asia 
Home initiative.

“Finding this group has given 
me a lot of hope and has given me 
a lot of validation that I made the 
right choice in coming to UNC,” Ji 
said. “I think the level of investment 
in Southeast Asian studies is really 
remarkable and just the passion and 
enthusiasm of this group. Even the 
Carolina Asia Center feels for this 
field of study. It just makes me feel 
like I definitely belong here.”

This sense of belonging also 
carries beyond research. Zardas 
Lee, a history Ph.D. candidate, said 
the workshop group makes them 

feel valued and more grounded in 
a community.

“I feel more at home here,” Lee 
said. “Especially as an Asian student, 
being able to be in a group who are 
mostly, I would say a lot of them are 
also of Asian heritage or actually 
from Southeast Asia, especially from 
Indonesia. So, in this sense, I do not 
just get academic support. We don’t 
just exchange academic ideas, but 
we have emotional support towards 
each other as well.” 

Butler said this community that Ji 
and Lee experience is another layer 
of the initiative — to make Southeast 
Asian studies more visible and 
accessible to faculty and students. 

“We want them to have a place to 
do that so they don’t have to go to the 
Northeast or the West Coast,” Butler 
said. “Just to make those resources 
available and again bring visibility 
to the Southeast Asian community 
in the state.” 

In the coming months, BSEAH 
will hire a postdoctoral research 
fellow, increase course offerings in 
Southeast Asian studies and offer 
more funding opportunities for 
faculty and students. Eventually, 
Butler and Lentz said they also want 
to add a Southeast Asian minor for 
undergraduate students. 

They also invite students to come 
to BSEAH with their own ideas.

“We have some flexibility in what 
we can do,” Butler said. “If somebody 
has an idea, please bring it. What I 
would really love to do is have people 
tell me the things that they want, 
what they’re interested in, what they 
want to see, what would be useful to 
them — and then we can figure out 
a way to make that happen.”

Grant helps fund new 
program focused on 

Southeast Asia 
By Brianna Atkinson

Senior Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @batkinson2501

Q & A

María Estorino begins time as University librarian 

PHOTO COURTESY OF JON GARDINER/UNC-CHAPEL HILL
University Librarian Maria Estorio is pictured outside of Davis Library on Jan. 23.

Over the past two weeks, María 
Estorino begun her journey as the new 
vice provost for University Libraries and 
University librarian. Staff Writer Emi 
Maerz sat down to talk with her about 
the future of University Libraries.

This interview has been edited for 
brevity and clarity.

The Daily Tar Heel: You’ve been 
serving as the interim University 

Librarian since May 2022. What are 
you most proud of since you began 
in this role and what are you most 
excited about now that you have 
been named permanently?

María Estorino: Taking on the 
interim role, I really had two things in 
mind. One of them was maintaining 
stability and the other was increasing 
momentum. We really have so 
many wonderful things that are in 
development and are well-established 
and we wanted to make sure that 
none of that slowed down and that 
everything had an opportunity to 
thrive and to succeed. I think the most 
significant change for me in taking on 
the permanent role is that our attention 
now can turn towards the future. How 

does this momentum and this stability 
position us to imagine what the future 
of the UNC libraries is?

DTH: What change would you like to 
see in the University libraries?

ME: There are a number of areas in 
which we are looking to grow, especially 
when you think of the new School of 
Data Science and Society. How does the 
library interface with that? What staff 
and services do we need to support that?

I also think a lot about our spaces. 
Our libraries are very well-used and I 
think our community — whether it’s our 
students or the larger community — are 
looking for ways to come together. We 
are trying to be very responsive to all 
the different ways in which people need 
and use our spaces. Keep an eye out for 
how the library spaces might evolve in 
the coming years.

DTH: How do you plan to further 
goals of inclusivity and accessibility in 
the University libraries in your new 
position?

ME: That touches on everything we 
do. When we are building collections, 
subscribing to resources or acquiring 
things for the special collections, 
how do we think about what is 
represented in those collections and 
what is not? We are paying even 
more special attention to that.

We are also thinking about how 
accessible our spaces are. How navigable 
are they? How welcoming are they?

In our events and our programs, 
we’ve been investing a lot of energy 
into different ways in which we engage 
with students. We are investing in, 
not just the curricular ways in which 

we support students, but also the 
social and emotional ways. The idea of 
inclusion and wellbeing plays a big part 
in that. There’s a lot of opportunities in 
all aspects of our work to center and 
prioritize belonging—a sense that 
you belong in these libraries and they 
belong to you.

DTH: In your time at UNC, 
you’ve developed fellowships for 
undergraduate and graduate students 
and faculty to access special collections 
at the University. How do you plan to 
expand opportunities for students to 
access all of UNC’s special collections?

ME: There is still more to be done. 
I’d love to see it grow to a place where 
we can offer an even wider variety of 
research opportunities. Most of our 
opportunities right now are geared 
toward graduate students and scholars. 
I would love to see more opportunities 
for undergraduates.

We also employ a lot of students, both 
graduates and undergraduates. They 
are not just jobs, but a chance for career 
development and access to employment 
opportunities that prepare students for 
whatever comes next beyond their four 
undergraduate years.

I think there’s a lot of room for us 
to think about ways in which students 
have access to research opportunities, 
job opportunities and experiential 
opportunities across the libraries, 
not just the special collections. Think 
of spaces like the Kenan Science 
Library makerspace. What unique 
opportunities can we provide for 
students to not only do their own work, 
but to learn to create programming or 

operate equipment? There are a lot 
of interesting opportunities that we 
already offer and that we can grow.

DTH: Could you name an initiative 
or moment in your career that you are 
most proud of?

ME: The fellowships. I am very 
proud of the work that we’ve done. It’s 
not just because we are bringing people 
to our libraries to use our collections 
and produce new knowledge and new 
understandings of our past, it’s because 
we’re creating community. We’re 
bringing scholars here and connecting 
them with experts in the library, 
scholars on campus and the larger 
community. We’re also trying to support 
them with added-value activities—
teaching them how to manage research 
data or how to publish with UNC Press. 
The fellowship program is a wonderful 
illustration of the special collections’ 
relevance in the digital age.

DTH: What legacy would you like to 
leave on the University’s libraries?

ME: I think about two things. The 
libraries could play an even more 
central role in how we create a sense 
of belonging on our campus. I want 
everyone who is touched by UNC’s 
libraries to think that the libraries 
helped them feel like they belonged.

If we look back and say that we 
grew in our community focus and 
community-engaged work, we 
strengthened our collaborations and 
created a new future for the libraries 
because of those things, then I will 
be satisfied.

She also takes over as 
UNC’s vice provost for 

University Libraries
By Emi Maerz

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @emimaerz
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PACKAGE | STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT Policy left 

unchanged 
after 

inquiry 
“Last fall, Provost Chris Clemens 

charged a committee made up of 
faculty and staff to review the Privacy 
of Electronic Information policy and 
recommend changes, if needed,”  
UNC Media Relations said in an 
email. “This process is ongoing and 
additional feedback is being solicited 
from across campus before any 
changes to the policy are approved.”

Some professors allege that the 
inquiry was a means to find out who 
leaked the Hussman donor agreement. 

After seeing his own emails  — with 
identifying information redacted — 
show up in public records requests, 
journalism school associate professor 
Ryan Thornburg said he realized UNC 
would “leave no stone unturned.” 

“Everybody was wondering: ‘was 
it my computer?’” Thornburg said. 
“I did some nerdy stuff. I calculated 
what’s the average length of the 
name of faculty at UNC. How many 
characters does each letter take up? 
How many names were there?”

Thornburg said he found that the 
University may have accessed over 
20 individuals’ computers during the 
search, a much higher number than 
faculty members had initially assumed. 

The inquiry raised questions 
regarding the privacy of faculty 
communications, Thornburg said, 
and impacts the integrity of the work 
that many journalism professors do.

“I can’t do the job the University is 
asking me to do, he said. “I can’t do 
a certain kind of journalism if I can’t 
promise sources confidentiality. If I 
can’t promise sources confidentiality, 
then that  l imits  the kind of 
journalism that I can do.”

Privacy implications

Thornburg said the privacy 
policy used during the Hussman 
inquiry has not yet been updated. 

He also said it is important to 
note that the information obtained 
in the inquiry was not through public 
records requests.  Rather, he said, the 
University used an “administrative 
policy” to obtain information 
without notifying the faculty. 

The lack of transparency in 
privacy policies has led some 
journalism professors — including 
Thornburg — to add disclaimers to 
the end of their emails to notify their 
recipients that information is subject 
to searches.

This change in approach to 
electronic communication is to help 
inform all parties involved, Thornburg 
said. He said his email disclaimer now 
includes a statement that informs 
email recipients that UNC employees’ 
drives are subject to inspection by the 
provost and University general counsel 
at any time, for any reason. 

“Neither you nor the employee will 
be notified before or after such data is 
accessed,” the disclaimer reads. 

Aside from adding a disclaimer to his 
emails, Thornburg said the University 
should more narrowly and clearly 
define privacy policies. Such clarity 
would better outline the legitimate 
interests behind inquiries like the one 
at the journalism school, he said. 

“I think it’s important to make 
people aware of the risks that 
they’re taking so that they can make 
informed consent,” Thornburg said. 

He also said that he does not 
think any change in University 
privacy policies should be decided 
by “individual human discretion.” 
The current policy applications are 
overly vague, he said. 

“I think you’ve got a broad public 
acceptance that privacy doesn’t exist 
anymore,” Thornburg said.

Everett focuses on inclusivity, service

Edwards aims to improve accessibility 

DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS

DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS

UNC junior public policy major, Chris Everett, is pictured on Polk Place on 
Feb. 14. Everett is running for UNC Student Body President.

UNC junior public policy major, TJ Edwards, is pictured on Polk Place on 
Feb. 14. Edwards is running for UNC Student Body President.

Student body president candidate 
and junior public policy major 
Christopher Everett said he knows 
what it’s like to feel unseen and 
unheard at UNC.

His campaign slogan, “Carolina 
for Everyone,” is all about creating 
an inclusive  space where al l 
students feel seen, heard and 
respected in their  identit ies , 
Everett said. 

“My policy is built on ‘Carolina 
for Everyone,’ and it’s all about 
a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  e v e r y o n e ’ s 
experience, and even an experience 
that might not be mine, because 
that’s real leadership,” he said. “In 
this role, although experience is 
great and I’ve worked in the office 
of student body president before, 
you have to be able to advocate for 
an experience that isn’t yours.”

During his first year at UNC, 
Everett was an executive assistant 
to former Student Body President 
Reeves Moseley. He currently serves 
as the Deputy Chief of Staff on the 
Undergraduate Executive Branch.

In regards to his political goals, 
Everett said if he can’t advocate for 
a group on campus in a way that’s 
effective, he wants to bring them to 
the table and share the podium.

He also said what makes him 
different from other candidates are 
these ongoing conversations with 
groups on campus. 

H e ’ s  s p o k e n  w i t h  t h e 
Residence Hall Association on 
first floor wheelchair accessible 
r o o m s ,  t h e  A s i a n  A m e r i c a n 

As a junior public policy major, 
Student Body President Candidate 
TJ Edwards has always had an 
interest in politics.

This interest, however, is not what 
led them to run for this position. 

Edwards said some of their main 
motivations have come from their 
own academic challenges such as 
navigating classes during the pandemic 
and receiving accommodations when 
diagnosed with autism early in their 
college career. 

They said they were “infuriated” 
by the lack of compassion shown 
from professors during the pandemic, 
and that UNC did not have 
accommodations readily available for 
students with autism. 

“I just kept finding myself frustrated,” 
Edwards said. “And as someone who 
has this political inclination and career 
path, I wanted it to be something that I 
could solve. Because I know that these 
problems are not unique to me.” 

Another formative experience 
leading to their campaign for them 
came last March when police 
were called on Edwards due to a 
sleepwalking situation in the dorm. 
They said the police drew their guns, 
but because they were asleep during the 
interaction, they had to hear the story 
from their suitemate. 

“ W i t h  my  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d 
the experience that we saw last 
semester on Franklin Street with 
ALE (Alcohol Law Enforcement) 
— it’s clear that there is a serious 
issue here, and that issue needs to 
be addressed,” Edwards said. 

Center in promoting an Asian 
American studies program and 
UndocuCarolina to ensure that 
international and undocumented 
students have a place at UNC, 
Everett said.

“I just refuse to be a leader in 
isolation,” Everett said. “My biggest 
thing is, we have a chancellor, we 
have the Board of Trustees, we have 
the middle ground. Right now, we 
need a real servant to take the office 
and to really advocate in a way that 
hasn’t been done before and that 
means drawing in more voices.”

Everett’s Campaign Manager, 
junior political science major Everson 
Moran, said he sees himself in Everett 
– a highly motivated person that 
really wants to drive change.

Edwards said their experiences have 
inspired is their accessibility platform. 
Their campaign is focusing on creating 
policies to better accommodate 
students with mental disabilities. 

“I think that one piece of accessibility 
that is constantly left out of the 
conversation is mental disability,” they 
said. “And this is something that 
obviously is near and dear to my heart 
as an autistic person.” 

Another component of the platform 
focuses on safety and adding security 
cameras to the outside of residence 
halls, and a ride share program to 
provide safe rides for students with 
the intention of minimizing student 
interaction with police and ALE. 

Edwards’ campaign also includes 
a blockchain initiative, which would 

“And that’s why I really support 
this campaign and this candidate, 
because he comes from a place of 
true authenticity, where no matter 
how difficult it is, he’s going to step 
up and show something,” Moran 
said. “And frankly, at the end of the 
day, I’m just trying to be like Chris.”

Everett also temporarily served 
on the Undergraduate Senate before 
stepping down from the role in his 
sophomore year. 

During his time off, Everett said 
he explored new student experiences 
such as becoming a member of the 
UNC club gymnastics team. 

“I had to learn that sometimes 
real servanthood is stepping up 
and stepping aside, and that ’s 
what my experience was for me,” 

be the first cryptocurrency project 
connected to the University. The project 
proposes measures such as a carbon 
negative blockchain and donating 10 
percent of all tokens from the initiative 
to UNC students through an airdrop. 

They said the plan would not require 
students to contribute their own money 
toward the project, but would allow 
them to submit and vote on proposals. 

C o l e  C a s t i l l o ,  E d w a r d s ’ 
campaign manager and partner, 
said the blockchain platform has 
stood out to Castillo the most. 

“I feel like this would be a good 
way to provide agency for students, 
give them the opportunity to have a 
say in what goes on in the University, 
and also giving them that financial 
freedom to do so,” Castillo said.  

he said. “And so I spent that year 
of my life just being a student for 
the first time.” 

Everett said he was only one 
of  three Black people in the 
Undergraduate Senate. 

“What I found was that if you 
weren’t willing to play advocacy, 
then there wasn’t a space for you 
there,” he said.

Everett described himself as 
a “work in progress,” as he’s still 
figuring out his identity. At the same 
time, a lot of the policies at UNC are 
works in progress as well, he said.

Everett added that he struggled 
with giving himself grace and 
prioritizing his well-being, but to be a 
good leader, you have to give yourself 
room to be a human as well. 

Junior communications major 
Kamryn Dixon said one of the 
main reasons she supports Everett’s 
campaign is because she sees how 
giving he is. 

“So that ’s one of the many 
reasons that I’m supporting him 
— how he really is just such an 
empathetic person,” she said. “He’s 
constantly putting himself in the 
shoes of others. He really wants the 
best for everyone, no matter your 
background or experience, or your 
Carolina experience.” 

Outside of UNC, Everett works 
with Brady, a nonprofit for gun 
violence prevention. 

He said he hopes to expand his 
passion in public service and after 
college plans to pursue nonprofit law.

“Genuinely, I don’t know what 
else I would do with my life if 
I’m not advocating and serving 
someone who just isn’t myself,” 
Everett said. “I think that my 
campaign now represents that it’s 
bigger than me. It’s bigger than 
‘Carolina for Everyone.’”

Edwards’ other platforms will 
focus on initiatives like supporting 
activism on campus and improving 
first year orientation.

Edwards’ activism platform, 
inspired by observing coworkers 
at the Student Union who work 
multiple jobs, will support University 
movements like fairer wages for all 
campus workers, they said.

The “Better Orientation” platform 
proposes an opportunity to create a 
more successful student orientation 
and a student oversight committee 
to encourage current students’ 
involvement in the orientation process.

Edwards said something that sets 
them apart as a candidate is their goal 
to create a new system to enact change 
at UNC. Edwards said they will do this 
through initiatives such as creating a 
closer relationship between student 
government and student organizations. 

“As long as I can remember, the 
student administration has been 
largely a figurehead, and I want it to 
not be the case,” they said. “But I think 
in order to do that, we as a student 
administration have to empower the 
students to enact the change. Because 
that’s really where the power lies.”

Alexandria Hill, an advisor on 
Edwards’ campaign team and their 
friend since high school, said she 
admires Edwards’ drive and passion.

“When they have their eye on 
something, or they’re trying to listen to 
the community or help someone out, 
they do everything that they can to truly 
make change happen,” she said.

Castillo also said they think 
Edwards has the character and the 
ideal drive for this position. 

“I really, truly believe that they not 
only have their own interests at heart, 
but they also have the interests of all 
students on campus,” they said. 

‘Carolina for Everyone’ 
campaign aims to create a 
space where all are heard

Their platform also 
seeks to create a safer 

environment for students

By Jessica Walker
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

By Amie Cooke
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @jesswaalk

“I think that my campaign now represents that it’s 
bigger than me. It’s bigger than ‘Carolina for Everyone.”  

Christopher Everett
Student Body President candidate

“I think that one piece of accessibility that is constantly 
left out of the conversation is mental disability.”  

TJ Edwards
Student Body President candidate

Twitter: @dailytarheel Twitter: @kaylahallac

Continued from Page 1
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ELECTION LAW

NC Supreme Court to rehear voting cases

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/SAMANTHA LEWIS
The N.C. Supreme Court took steps towards rehearing two recently decided cases on partisan gerrymandering 
and voting rights.

The new 5-2 Republican majority on 
the N.C. Supreme Court took a rare step 
toward rehearing two recently decided 
cases on partisan gerrymandering and 
voting rights on Feb. 3, suggesting it is 
open to overturning them altogether.

The decision to rehear the cases 
— which found a voter ID law 
discriminated against voters of color 
and reaffirmed the court’s decision to 
redraw election maps — comes just 
about a month and a half after they 
were handed down by an outgoing 
Democratic majority.

Harper v. Hall, the gerrymandering 
case ,  de termined that  s tate 
Republicans gerrymandered maps to 
produce a partisan advantage in the 
state’s congressional delegation and 
in the state House.

A reheard case is unusual at the 
state Supreme Court level in North 
Carolina. A petition for rehearing has 
been granted by the court only twice 
in the past 30 years.

Bob Orr,  who served as an 
associate justice on the N.C. 
Supreme Court from 1995 to 2004, 
said cases can be reheard on two 
grounds: the misapprehension 
o f  f a c t s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o r  t h e 
misapprehension of the law. He 
said the latter is what these new 
hearings are based on.

Much of the petition for rehearing 
in Harper v. Hall, which was filed in 
January by state legislative leaders 
including N.C. Senate Pro Tempore 

Phil Berger (R-Guilford, Rockingham) 
and N.C. House Speaker Tim Moore 
(R-Cleveland, Rutherford), recounts 
Chief Justice Paul Newby’s dissent in 
the December decision.

Newby argued that gerrymandering 
is a non-justiciable issue because it is 
solely the responsibility of the General 
Assembly to draw election maps.

Orr said the rehearing decisions 
are based on first impressions of law 
and that Harper v. Hall’s rehearing 
is unusual since cases are normally 
decided on well-established statutes.

The petition for rehearing the 
case argued that the Democrat-
majority court made serious errors 

on law, including its decision 
that the General Assembly did 
not have complete oversight in 
elections protocol, and said that 
legislators should be “able to 
exercise its redistricting power 
unencumbered” by courts and 
judicial review.

“The Harper experiment has 
failed, and it is time for this Court 
to recognize that, correct its errors, 
and return to the Constitution and 
this State’s traditional modes of 
interpretation,” the petition read.

However, both Moore and Berger 
co-sponsored bills in 2009, when 
Republicans were in the minority in 

the General Assembly, that would have 
created an independent redistricting 
commission and eliminated lawmakers’ 
role in the process in response to 
Democratic gerrymandering. 

Neither  Moore  nor  Berger 
responded to The Daily Tar Heel’s 
request for comment, but Moore 
said in a statement that North 
Carolina voters “clearly rejected 
t h e  j u d i c i a l  a c t i v i s m  o f  t h e 
outgoing majority” and that he 
would protect the rule of law.

“It is the height of hypocrisy,” Becky 
Harper, the named appellant in Harper 
v. Hall and an advisory board member 
of Common Cause NC, said.

The dissent in the rehearing order 
for Harper v. Hall was written by 
Justice Anita Earls. She wrote that 
the tradition for respecting previous 
decisions, even as the court flipped in 
partisan loyalty, has been broken by the 
new Republican majority on the court.

“The majority has cloaked its power 
grab with a thin veil of mischaracterized 
legal authorities,” Earls wrote. “I write 
to make clear that the emperor has no 
clothes. Because this Court’s decision 
today is an affront to the jurisprudence 
of this State and to the citizens it has 
sworn an oath to serve ‘impartially,’ 
‘without favoritism to anyone or to the 
State,’ I dissent.”

Ha r p e r  s a i d  t h e  S u p r e m e 
Court taking up the cases again 
is “blatantly political,”  and it 
undermines the court’s credibility.

“Rehearing cases because you 
don’t like the previous outcome isn’t 
how our judicial system is supposed 
to work because the meaning of the 
constitution doesn’t change when new 
judges are elected,” Gov. Roy Cooper 
said in a tweet. 

Bob Phillips, the executive director 
of Common Cause NC, said he doesn’t 
think any of the facts or laws in 
Harper v. Hall were misapprehended, 
and that the actions of legislative 
leaders and the new state Supreme 
Court majority are “cynical.”

“It comes from a place of an 
excuse to justify what they do, and 
that is rig the maps for their own 
power,” Phillips said.

Orr said it’s likely that the N.C. 
Supreme Court will overturn the cases, 
but that it’s difficult to know how far 
they will go in their opinion.

Both cases have been scheduled for 
rehearing on March 14.

The cases were decided 
in December before new 

justices were sworn in
By Ethan E. Horton
Assistant City Editor

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @ethanehorton1
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NC gun stores have committed over 750 ATF violations
Citations came in 2015-
18, range from errors to 
illegal sale of firearms 

By Gowri Abhinanda
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Between 2015 and 2018, 176 
North Carolina gun stores received 
violations from federal investigators.

The 768 violations range from clerical 
errors to the illegal sales of firearms to 
a prohibited purchaser, according to 
gun store inspection reports released by 
Brady: United Against Gun Violence — 
a nonprofit organization that advocates 
for gun control.

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives heads these 
inspections to ensure all businesses 
that sell firearms comply with the law.

For gun stores that violate the 
required standard, the ATF assesses 
the severity of the infraction to 
determine if a warning or clarification 
of regulations should be provided 
via a warning conference. The ATF 
can revoke its license if the violation 
willfully disregards legal obligations. 

The top violations are centered 
around the ATF Form 4473, a firearm 
transaction record form.

A failure to complete the 4473, 
maintain the proper acquisition 
records and complete the form as 
asked by the ATF can cause issues 
with the investigation process of 
tracking down a shooter, according 
to information by the ATF.

“It’s just one form, but that 
particular piece of paper is the only 
documentation that shows that a 
firearm has been transferred–has 

been purchased,” Corey Ray, public 
information officer for the ATF 
Charlotte Field Division, said.

Davis Public Safety, a police supply 
store in Burlington, North Carolina, is 
one of these stores that have received 
4473-related violations.

In 2018, the store received 
seven violations, including failure 
to ensure all information was 
recorded on the ATF Form 4473 
such as customer identification 
information and the serial number 
of the firearm transferred.

When law enforcement is trying to 
track a stolen or recovered firearm, 
an investigation is primarily driven 
by the serial number, so incomplete 
informat ion on the  4473 i s 

problematic, Mebane Chief of Police 
Terrence Caldwell said.

The ATF inspection officer 
provided training to the store on 
correctly completing the form and 
issued a warning letter. Darron 
Davis, owner and operator of Davis 
Public Safety, said the violations were 
attributed to clerical errors.

“I wasn’t happy, but I understand 
they have a job to do,” Davis said. “And 
we were wrong, and they were right 
and we corrected that.”

The store now has three individuals 
check over the 4473 forms to make 
sure all of the fields are filled out 
thoroughly and accurately, Davis said.

Violations that occur during the 
sale of firearms create the potential for 

those who shouldn’t have possession 
of a gun to more easily have access, 
N.C. Rep. Renée Price (D-Caswell, 
Orange) said. This makes it essential 
for gun store owners to follow the law 
and take responsibility, she said.

If mistakes that the ATF deems 
as dangerous to the public are being 
made, stiffer penalties should be 
sought out, such as conducting a 
warning conference or revoking the 
license, Ray said.

However, this is not always the case.
Between 2015 and 2017, 14 gun 

stores received violations relating 
to transferring a firearm to a 
person identified as a prohibited 
purchaser. Only three of them 
received a warning conference.

The lack of stringent ATF action 
toward gun stores might be attributed 
to the “Charleston loophole” with 
background checks.

This loophole is when the system 
is unable to make an immediate 
determination as to whether 
someone is eligible to buy a gun. 
The FBI has three business days to 
continue investigating, but the gun 
seller can proceed with the sale if the 
investigation is not over before then.

Davis said he founded Davis Public 
Safety in 2011 when he realized that 
during his 27 years in law enforcement, 
there was a need for police equipment 
in western North Carolina.

Local law enforcement agencies 
in Alamance, Orange, Guilford and 
Caswell Counties all receive supplies 
from Davis’s public safety store, he said.

Police departments that purchase 
items from stores that have violations 
contribute to the problem, Price said.

“So you’re either part of the problem, 
or you’re part of the solution,” Price said.

The Mebane Police Department 
purchases uniform and equipment 
supplies from Davis Public Safety, 
Caldwell said. The police department 
receives its firearms from a different 
vendor, he said.

He said he was previously 
unaware of any violations Davis 
Public Safety has received regarding 
firearms dealing.

The ATF should notify law 
enforcement agencies of how many 
violations a gun store has received, 
Caldwell said. This would help inform 
the agency’s decision of whether 
or not to commit to a transactional 
relationship with that gun store.

DTH/DATA ASHLYN JOSHY

Twitter: @GowriAbhinanda

New Crumbl Cookies location now open

Chapel Hill ’s  first-ever and 
h i g h l y - a n t i c i p a t e d  C r u m b l 
Cookies held a grand opening for 
its Franklin Street on Feb. 10.

A f t e r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  o f 
speculation about when the store 
would open, community members, 
Town officials, members of the 
media and law enforcement gathered 
to witness the event.The grand 
opening featured a ribbon cutting 
with about 30 people in attendance. 
The event also included a table 
where customers were given stickers, 
keychains, and other merchandise.

Crumbl Cookies was founded in 
2017 in Logan, Utah, and has since 
grown to more than 500 locations 
in more than 40 states. 

The new Chapel Hill location 
is locally owned and operated and 
offers dozens of job opportunities, 
according a press release.

“Crumbl’s mission statement is 
to bring friends and family together 
over the best box of cookies in the 
world,” Josh Watson, one of the store’s 
co-owners, said at the opening.

Josh Watson, Cristen Watson 
and Craig and Rebecca Church 
co-own the location.

“We’re here to support the 
community like we’re looking 
f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y 
supporting us,” Rebecca Church said.

Craig Church said the co-owners 
would love for Crumbl Cookies to 
be a part of student activities, such 
as athletic events and Greek life, as 
well as family, company and other 
organizational events.

“We’re super excited to be here,” 
Rebecca Church said. “We love the 
University, we love the Tar Heels, 
we love being a part of a tight-knit 
community.”

DTH/GRACE RICHARDS
Crumbl Cookies on Franklin Street held its official opening on Feb. 10.

R e b e c c a  C h u r c h  s a i d  t h e 
business has hired about 65 crew 
members, including shift leads, 
assistant managers, area managers 
and bakers.  In the upcoming 
weeks, the business will also hire 
several delivery drivers.

“It ’s  a  real ly  posit ive work 
environment, it’s a great team to 
be a part of,” Hailey Kasten, the 
store manager, said.

According to Craig Church, 
Crumbl Cookies has established 
an organization to help employees 
of varying skill levels become more 
proficient at their jobs, since the 
business is growing quickly.

“We teach everyone al l  the 
different stations,” he said. “So if 
you’ve never baked before, you 
can come in here and learn how 
to bake, and be a fairly proficient 
baker when you leave.”

Crumbl Cookies is open from 8 
a.m. to 10 p.m. on Monday through 

Thursday and from 8 a.m. to 12 
a.m. on Friday and Saturday. The 
location will be closed on Sunday.

Customers may place orders 
in-person during the first five 
business days following Crumbl 
Cookies’ opening. From Feb. 15, 
orders for delivery, curbside pickup 
and catering can be made through 
the Crumbl app or website. 

Crumbl Cookies’ menu operates 
on a rotating basis. Each week, 
six of the company’s 200 plus 
unique cookie flavors are offered 
to customers. New flavors are 
announced on Crumbl Cookies’ 
soc ia l  media  accounts  e ver y 
Sunday at 8 p.m.

Watson said customers visit the 
store not just to purchase cookies 
but also because of the Crumbl 
Cookies experience. 

“It makes people happy, and so 
that’s really why we’re here and 
why we’re doing this,” he said. 

Craig Church said his favorite 
cookie flavor is cornbread because, 
growing up, he loved when his 
mother made cornbread.

“It’s not too dense, and it’s not 
too sweet either,” he said. “It’s just 
the perfect cookie.” 

Kasten said that the pecan pie 
cookie is a nostalgic reminder of 
her childhood.

“Pecan pie is something that I 
loved as a child so it just brings 
back good memories,” she said. 

This week, Crumbl Cookies is 
offering special cookie flavors for 
Valentine’s Day, including Valentine 
confetti and chocolate-covered 
strawberry. There will also be 
Valentine’s Day-themed gift cards, gift-
wrapping options and pink sweets.

“Valentine’s Day is our busiest 
day of the year, so it’s a lot of fun,” 
Craig Church said.

Twitter: @DTHCityState

Stein 
agrees with 
preemption 
argument
Attorney General Josh Stein 

has informed the North Carolina 
General Assembly of his conclusion 
that Chapel Hill OB-GYN Dr. Amy 
Bryant’s preemption argument in 
Bryant v. Stein is legally correct, 
according to Stein’s Press Secretary 
Nazneen Ahmed.

In Januar y,  Br yant  fi led  a 
lawsuit in the federal district court 
for the Middle District of N.C. that 
challenged state restrictions on the 
abortion medication mifepristone. 

I n  t h e  c o m p l a i n t ,  s h e 
claimed the restrictions impose 
“unnecessary costs” and “interfere” 
with her work as a physician.  

In a letter obtained by The 
Daily Tar Heel, Stein wrote to 
NCGA leaders that the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration has 
determined restrictions such as 
the ones imposed under N.C. 
state law would “unduly burden 
patients’  access to a safe and 
effective drug.” 

Stein added that, if the president 
pro tempore of the Senate and 
the speaker  of  the  House of 
Representatives decide to intervene 
in the case, the Department of 
Justice will cooperate. 

“ He a l t h  c a r e  d e c i s i o n s  — 
i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  i n v o l v i n g 
reproductive health — should 
be made by patients and their 
providers, not politicians,” Stein 
said in an email statement. “The 
state of North Carolina’s restriction 
of women’s use of the prescriptions 
t h e y  n e e d  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r 
reproductive freedoms violates 
federal law and the Constitution.”

— Samuel Long

By Vina Senthil
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Franklin Street franchise 
held grand opening 

event on Feb. 10 
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EDITORIAL

The University can better reckon with policing

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANNA SPOERRE/THE KANSAS CITY
A vigil for Tyre Nichols, a man killed by Memphis police earlier this month, was held Jan. 29 at the Spirit of Freedom 
Fountain on Emanuel Cleaver II Boulevard in Kansas City.

Content Warning:  This article 
contains mention of police brutality.

T h e r e  i s  n o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
reckoning about the role of policing 
in our community.

This is not to minimize the work 
of the countless organizations, 
including on campus, that are 
grappling with systemic racism. 
Still, the University – the powerful 
institution that guides our lives 
as students, staff and faculty – has 
made little effort to reckon with 
the complicated role of police in 
perpetuating violence.

On January 10, 29-year-old 
Tyre Nichols died in the hospital 
after being attacked by police in 
Memphis. Body cam footage reveals 
police beating Nichols after a traffic 
stop on January 7, during which 
the police alleged the motorist was 
driving recklessly. 

Public institutions have the 
unique and powerful ability to 
impact our community in far-
reaching ways. And while it is 
each of our responsibilities to 
hold police and elected officials 
accountable, police brutality is 
an institutionally facilitated and 
perpetually excused tragedy.

A s  a  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  – 
e s p e c i a l l y  o n e  d e s i g n e d  t o 
foster new ideas and complex 
c o nv e r s at i o n s  –  U N C  n e e d s 
to do a better job facilitating 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a b o u t  p o l i c e 
brutality, protecting community 
members of color and highlighting 

the disparity in which police 
brutality impacts the welfare of 
Black Americans.

The Guardian reported that police 
killed 1,176 people last year – equivalent 
to almost 100 lives a month. Even so, a 
study published in The Lancet claims 
that over 50 percent of police killings 
go unreported or misclassified in the 
U.S. National Vital Statistics System. 
Out of those deaths that are reported, 
Black Americans are 3.5 times more 
likely to be killed by police than their 

white counterparts.
Law enforcement is plagued with 

problems rooted in bias. A lack 
of accountability or prosecution 
for offenders,  racial  profil ing 
and inadequate institutionalized 
training all contribute to the fatal 
outcomes we see in the news. 
Major institutions and elected 
officials can use their influence to 
address these problems, especially 
at the local level. 

The University, specifically, can 

focus on educating community 
members on what they can do to 
reduce instances of dangerous 
encounters. Administrators can 
facilitate collaborative spaces with 
Black community members to hear 
what safety resources are missing, 
and make an active effort to better 
meet these needs. 

U N C  c a n  r e e v a l u a t e  i t s 
relationship with UNC Police and 
the Chapel Hill Police Department to 
produce a campus environment that 

Twitter: @dthopinion

COLUMN

Avoiding police brutality on social media 

Content Warning:  This article 
contains mention of police brutality.

Last month, America grieved Tyre 
Nichols, the latest public victim of 
police brutality. Five Memphis police 
officers severely beat Nichols, who died 
three days after being hospitalized in 
critical condition. Attention around 
the case swelled in late January, when 
city officials released video footage of 
the violent confrontation that led to 
Nichols’ death. 

Nichols is not the first victim of 
police brutality whose final moments 
circulated on social media. While the 
video brought the case to national 
attention, galvanizing protests in 
some parts of the country, seeing 
police brutality shared on social media 
is uncomfortable and triggering.  

We should be equipped to better 
avoid seeing such explicit content 
when we don’t want to. Here are 
some things that may help. 

Get off social media 

The safest way to avoid videos 
of police brutality is to decrease 
the likelihood that you’ll see them. 
The moment cases like these reach 
national headlines, everyone turns 
to social media to seek information 
and share their opinions. Though 
there is still a chance you may see 
disturbing content, refusing to log 
on for the day is the most obvious 
way to limit your exposure. 

Get the facts from the news

If you are still interested in 
the details of the case and want 
to keep up with the story as it 
develops, turn to the news. Major 
media outlets will have accurate 
and timely information, as well as 
warnings regarding any graphic or 
violent content. At best, you can 
stay updated, and at worst, anything 
related to explicit police violence will 
be censored. 

Turn to offline sources

If any online media feels too risky, 
you can talk with others about what’s 
happening and try to understand the 
case without the internet. If you have 
friends, family or classmates who 
are informed, you can rely on them 
to relay the facts. They don’t have to 
get into as much detail and, thus, you 
can be spared. 

Change your social media settings

Another solution may be to change 
your social media settings regarding 
autoplay on videos. In response 
to the video of Nichols’ death 
circulating on Twitter, singer Lizzo 
tweeted directions for how to change 
your Twitter settings and avoid video 
content that automatically plays. 
Twitter also allows users to mute 
words and phrases. These features 
could moderate your timeline, both 
now and at the next seemingly-
inevitable time this happens. 

Focus on content that emphasizes 
victim’s lives instead of their deaths 

Rather than circulating videos 
of police brutality, further robbing 
victims of their humanity and using 
them as political pawns, we could 
focus on honoring their life. 

Instead of engaging with posts 
that highlight the circumstances of 
Nichols’s death, focus on content that 
highlights the person that he was. 
Instead of treating him as nothing 
more than a trending hashtag, we 
remember that he was a father who 
loved skateboarding and taking 
photos of the sunset (something he 
and I had in common). 

According to the Mapping Police 
Violence research nonprofit, cops 
shot and killed 1,174 people in 2022. 
I’m unsure whether Nichols would 

have been included in this figure 
for 2023 given that he was not shot 
and how much that number would 
grow if it expanded to other forms 
of violence. 

Mass shootings, like the one that 
took place in Monterey Park during 
Lunar New Year celebrations, 
are rampant in our country. And 
with this proliferation comes a 
normalization of gun violence and 
violence in general. 

T h e  B l a c k  L i v e s  M a t t e r 
movement started to emphasize 
the  gross ly  d ispropor t ionate 
number of Black people that are 
killed by police. 

From Michael Brown to George 
Floyd, body camera, surveillance 
and bystander footage have run 
in headlines and on social media 
to provoke a public response and 
gain support. 

We don’t need to see explicit 
violence to empathize or understand 
the circumstances of cases of 
police brutality. We can hear the 
circumstances of a case and use that 
information to speak our minds and 
demand change. 

Hear ing  or  see ing  anyone 
fighting for their life or screaming 
for their mothers can desensitize us 
to the same violence we are calling 
out. It doesn’t help our mental 
health to be bombarded with these 
images again and again with no 
concrete change in sight. 

While our government does 
nothing to address the endless gun 
violence we face each year, nor 
confront the role that some police 
take in abusing their power and 
inflicting harm, we should find other 
ways to talk about cases without 
normalizing depictions of death.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOE RAEDLE/GETTY IMAGES/TNS
Demonstrators protest the death of Tyre Nichols on Jan. 28, 2023, in Memphis, 
Tennessee. The release of a video depicting the fatal beating of Nichols, a 29-year-old 
Black man, sparked protests in cities throughout the country.

By Zari Taylor 
Columnist

Twitter: @_zarialyssa

is safe, not surveilled and carceral.
Nichols’ death, along with those of 

others who have died by the hands 
of police, is an irreversible and 
devastating loss. We need more than 
just a letter from the Chancellor, 
soon to be lost in our inboxes, when 

What is the editorial board?
A group of student journalists who 

meet twice a week to discuss the 
latest news, seeking to comment 
on issues from an intersectional 
perspective. The editorial board is 
independent from The Daily Tar 
Heel’s newsroom.

Editorials are unsigned. They don’t 
reflect the opinion of any one 
person, but rather the consensus 
of the board as a whole, influenced 
by the values it has held for the 
past 129 years. 

Just as The Daily Tar Heel itself 
values truth and transparency, 
the board values integrity, 
accountability, creativity and 
fairness. These values shape how 
we address questions of Carolina’s 
future, past and present.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Columns, 
cartoons and letters do not 
necessarily represent the 
opinions of The Daily Tar Heel 
or its staff.  Editorials reflect the 
opinions of The Daily Tar Heel 
editorial board, which comprises 
16 board members, the opinion 
assistant editor and editor and 
the editor-in-chief.
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observations

my cat is licking the ochre-colored discharge

spilling from the three chick fil a sauce packets

i have kept for months like heirlooms

in the side pocket of my bookbag. she knows

what no means, but prefers the danger of sweet old umami

over acquiring the art of obedience. i am not her master.

i want to say something about this bookbag,

whose soul has steadfastly kept the holes at its bottom

from wearing large enough to swallow any of my odds and untethered ends.

yes, i think the bookbag must have a soul.

what is a soul but something that fills us? what is a body

but a gaping mouth and a hole on the other side?

i cannot carry any heavy emotions today,

please do not ask that of me. inside of my bookbag

is a smaller bag laden with paperbacks and mint gum

and loose pills i must have forgotten to take,

their usefulness now only in their ability to decorate (or clutter,

like the days when i do not feel decorated

by what i hold inside, but cluttered).

here is my point: inside of me is a smaller me

heavy with trinkets like desire and despair,

at one time cherished or necessary, and now only taking up space.

By Quinton Okoro
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TAR HEEL INVITATIONAL

UNC Fencing hosts long-awaited home meet

DTH/JAY’LA EVANS
UNC first-year fencer Logan Gatza takes a jab at his opponent during the Tar Heel Invitational against Long Island 
University and the Air Force Academy on Sunday, Feb. 12, 2023, held at Eddie Smith Field House.

For the UNC fencing teams, home 
was an ancient memory. The Tar Heels 
had not hosted a regular season meet 
in a decade. That all changed at the Tar 
Heel Invitational on Sunday, Feb. 12.

A low of 37 degrees. Near freezing 
rain. On a gloomy Sunday morning, 
UNC should have been asleep, but 
Eddie Smith Field House welcomed 
a sizable crowd, ready to witness the 
homecoming of UNC fencing.

“I wasn’ t worried about the 
weather,” graduate student Luca 
Rampazzo said. “Inside, it is always 
sunny. We bring the energy.”

Though the Tar Heel Invitational 
was set to host four teams, a last-minute 
departure by Boston College shifted 
plans. The meet went on as Long Island 
University and the Air Force Academy 
made the journey to Chapel Hill.

The day began with a ceremony 
honoring UNC fencing’s seniors, 
who were handed flowers by head 
coach Matt Jednak.

“I think the event was amazing,” 
Jednak said. “I think the support from 
the parents, the students, the staff, our 
families: it was insane. I look forward 
to doing this again every year.”

Bleachers were set up around the 
indoor track with six strips in the 
middle, one for each event: men’s 
and women’s epee, saber and foil. 
Fans brought signs and roared from 
the benches after every UNC point.

“It was nice looking at the support 
around us, seeing all the posters of 
all the teammates and just seeing the 

creativity in the crowd and on the 
strip,” senior Sophia Mandour said.

The No. 14 women started the day 
winning saber 7-2 and overall 19-8 
against LIU. Sofia Molho, UNC junior, 
won all three of her fencing bouts, 
leading women’s foil to a 5-4 victory. 

The Tar Heels also dominated 
women’s epee with a 7-2 win versus LIU.

Junior Sophia Kovacs showed 
her dominance in front of the 
home crowd, leading all  UNC 
fencers with a 6-0 record.

Similarly, the men found early 
success against the Sharks with a 21-6 
victory. Rampazzo went 2-1 in round 
one as men’s saber roared to a 7-2 
win. Junior Jake McGillion-Moore 

went undefeated as UNC won the foil 
event 9-0. Men’s epee won 5-4 on the 
heels of victories from sophomore Will 
Joseph and junior Henry Shugart.

In round two, the Tar Heels shifted 
their focus to besting Air Force.

The women jumped out early in 
all weapons. The team won saber 
7-2, epee 6-3 and Mandour capped 
off foil for a 6-3 victory. The women 
walked away with another 19-8 score.

Mandour enjoyed the perks of 
competing in Chapel Hill for a change.

“You get to sleep in your own bed,” 
Mandour said. “You’re just like ‘This 
is my place. You are coming to my 
place, so you better be ready.’ With 
that in mind I was just ready to 
fence, enjoy the day and have fun.”

The men were locked into a tight 
battle with Air Force after winning 
saber 6-3. UNC fell in foil 5-4.

The men’s and women’s teams were 
gathered around as the intensity grew. 
Even Jednak’s daughter was attached 
to her dad throughout the bouts.

The last epee bout was headlined 
by sophomore Eli Lippman. UNC was 
down 6-1 at that point, but the Lippman 
entertained the crowd, winning 5-2. Air 
Force won the overall round 15-12.

The Tar Heel Invitational marked 
the end of the regular season, and 
the Tar Heels will head to Boston 
College for the ACC Championships. 
The NCAA Championships will be 
held in Durham later this year.

Team faced Long Island 
Univeristy, Air Force at 

Smith Field House
By Aaman Patel

Staff Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @APSportsNews_
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To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 
19)
Today is a 7 — Adapt your 
exploration around an 
obstacle. Wait for better 
conditions to launch. Ensure 
that the theory works. Test 
and investigate. Research 
and study.

Taurus (April 20-May 
20)
Today is a 7 — Love is 
the common thread that 
binds your enterprise. 
Avoid financial arguments. 
Keep your word or 
change it. Investigate 
lucrative opportunities. Let 
conditions ripen naturally.

Gemini (May 21-June 
20)
Today is a 7 — Dance 
gracefully with your 
partner. Don’t get pushy or 
sparks could fly. Maintain 
a loving connection. Listen 
generously. Share support 
around challenges. Nurture 
each other.

Cancer (June 21-July 
22)
Today is a 7 — Your work, 
fitness and health routines 
could get disrupted. 
Patiently navigate an 
obstacle to avoid accidents. 
Eat and rest well.   

LEo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 — Love is 
the game and the prize. 
Plan something fun with 
someone special. Share 
delicious flavors and views. 
Spin a tale of romance and 
intrigue. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is an 8 — Domestic 
comforts draw you in. Avoid 
traffic or roadblocks and 
stick close to home. Savor 
family fun. Bake something 
delightful and share with 
your crew.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is a 9 — Words get 
farther than action today. 
Look to philosophers, 
musicians and poets for 
inspiration. Abandon 
preconceptions. Express 
your creative vision. Share 
beauty and passion.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21)
Today is an 8 — Research 
potential purchases for 
value and quality. Impulsive 
moves could get expensive. 
Simplify plans to keep the 
budget.

Sagittarius (NOV. 22-
DEC.21)
Today is an 8 — Set an 
intention or two. Inspire, 
rather than demanding. 
Decide who you’re growing 
up to be. You get to say. 
Update your personal 
vision.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19)
Today is a 7 — Breathe 
deep. Slow to enjoy the 
scenery. Savor peaceful, 
private spaces. Linger near 
a tranquil view. Avoid noise 
or hustle. Imagine and 
invent possibilities.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18).
Today is an 8 — Let 
friends know what 
you appreciate about 
them. Take advantage 
of an opportunity to 
acknowledge someone. 
Keep pulling for others, for 
amplified returns. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 
20)
Today is a 7 — Professional 
obstacles could cause 
delays. Assess the situation 
carefully before advancing. 
Communication eases 
things. Don’t push. Listen 
for solutions. 

HOROSCOPES If February 15th is 
Your Birthday...

You’re especially charming, creative and articulate this year. 
Honoring your word as yourself builds confidence with 
practice. Repair domestic breakdowns this winter, preparing 
for exciting springtime creative triumphs. Summer career 
twists reorient you toward fascinating educational adventures 
and investigations next autumn. Connect over shared 
passions.

To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10 is the easiest 
day, 0 the most challenging. 

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

Across
1) Delayed 
5) Appropriate 
8) Barely enough 
13) With ‘Legends,’ 2019 battle royale 
game 
14) Play it again... and again... and 
again 
16) Middle bodily mass 
17) Bathroom essential 
18) Tiny amount 
19) Adam Sandler film “_____ Gems” 
20) Mangy stray felines 
23) Mentally stable 
24) Minecraft find 
25) “Suffs” subject 
30) Devoid of moisture 
31) “__ _ long way” (get far) 
32) Word after ‘tea’ and ‘property’ 
35) Managed a campaign 
36) Beauty parlor 
38) Wintertime sickness 
40) “___ Miserables” 
42) Like Tiger Woods in golf 
43) Purple flower 
44) Friendly feeling, like in a bromance 
49) Flo Rida fit featuring T-Pain 
50) Pedantically picky 
51) The White House, to Teddy Roos-
evelt 55) Gem from an oyster 
57) She who Parks the bus? 
58) Crunch time activity 
61) Octave count for vocalists 
62) “Should’ve ____ that coming” 
63) ____ Man (Marvel’s man of steel) 
64) Mysterious “The Office” character 
65) “We’re all ___ here” - Lewis Car-
roll 
66) With ‘to,’ nurture the garden

Down
1) “Viva ___ Vegas” 
2) UNC service fraternity 
3) Nance and Black and Love and Da-
vis and Bacot, collectively 
4) Vulnerable to the public eye 
5) Matches up with 
6) Less well off than 
7) Backpack alternative on campus 
8) Little mouse with big adventures 
9) Archery or shot put 
10) Character developments 
11) Makers of the Ro80 
12) Wee tyke 
15) Buddy 
21) Grandma, briefly 
22) American composer George M. 
surname 
25) Tolstoy title “___ and Peace” 
26) Mouth-related (get your mind out 
of the gutter!) 
27) “I call it!” 
28) Early Inuit shelter 
29) Amorphous ooze 
33) Natural hairstyle 
34) 154, to Nero 
36) Broken fragment 
37) Ackland exhibit 
39) Take advantage of 
41) Break the bank on a shopping spree 
43) Socially unlawful, like raunchy 
selfies 45) Idled around 
46) Queasiness 
47) Far up the shore 
48) “That’s a lie!” (21st-century slang) 
51) Super strong Batman foe 
52) At least 24 mos. 
53) “Song of Myself” or “The Song of 
Hiawatha” 
54) Ripped in half 
55) DPRK neighbor 
56) Something lent in conversation 
59) “Solo” director Howard 
60) Finish this puzzle 

“Bukowski’s 

America”

This week’s cross-
word was created by 
Liam Furlong. Liam 
is a UNC sophomore 

majoring in com-
parative literature 
and education. He 

is from Wilmington, 
Delaware.

                                Help Wanted                                Help WantedCHILD CARE WANTED

RETAIL REPRESENTATIVE/SALES Shifts: 11:30-6 pm or 5:30-midnight or 1am (weekends). 
Training $60 per shift plus tips.  Orange Co Living Wage certified. Email resume. Kravekava@
gmail.com

MODERN
CONSCIENTIOUS

DENTISTRY

Call or email today to schedule 
your next appointment.

919-682-9707

Dr. Samir J. Naik, DDS

                                Help Wanted                                Help WantedCHILD CARE WANTED

MONTHLY PARKING Month to Month PARKING. 311 E Main. Close to Carrboro, West Franklin St and 
UNC Campus.  $150 per month Contact Lisa 919-619-4248 lisaward1234@gmail.com
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WOMEN’S TENNIS

Tar Heels win fourth straight team ITA title

DTH FILE/HOLLY TURNER

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER

UNC junior Fiona Crawley and sophmore Carson Tanguilig return a shot during the Tar Heel 4-0 victory over the 
Maryland Terrapins in the women’s tennis matches on Friday, Jan. 27, at the Cone-Kenfield Tennis Center.

UNC sophomore Lali Dekanoidze celebrates with her team after scorring a 9.975 on the uneven bars setting a program record 
during the meet against N.C. State at Carmichael Arena on Monday, Jan. 9. UNC beat NC State 196.2 to 195.5.

For the fourth year in a row, the 
North Carolina women’s tennis 
team is the ITA National Indoor 
Champion. The Tar Heels (14-0) 
swept the Georgia Bulldogs (5-3) 
4-0 to win the championship match 
on Monday in Seattle, Washington. 

In the moments following her 
unsuccessful beam dismount against 
West Virginia in February 2022, 
UNC gymnast Lali Dekanoidze 
knew she had injured herself.

What began as another successful 
day of competition for Dekanoidze 
e n d e d  w i t h  h e r  s u ff e r i n g  a 
significant right knee injury — with 
a fractured patella and torn MPFL. 
She needed surgery, and it would 
be another two months before she 
walked again.

She remembers the pain of that 
dismount, and how her knee gave 
out before her teammates could 
applaud the performance.

“It was so heartbreaking to 
know I couldn’t compete the rest 
of the season and might not do 
gymnastics again,” Dekanoidze 
said. “I was focused on just trying 
to walk again.”

This heartbreaking injury with 
a longer-than-expected recovery 
has transformed into a record-
breaking start to the season for 
Dekanoidze. In her first meet at 
Carmichael Arena since her injury 
— UNC’s home opener against N.C. 
State — she set North Carolina’s 
record for the highest single-event 
score with a 9.975 on bars.

11 months prior, Dekanoidze’s 
future in the sport wasn’t so certain.

U N C  h e a d  c o a c h  D a n n a 
Durante said that,  before her 
injury, Dekanoidze made immense 
progress throughout her first 

UNC takes home its 
seventh national indoor 

championship in 10 years

The sophomore holds 
the highest single-event 

score in UNC history

By Caroline Wills
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

By Lindsey Ware
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

What happened?

O n  d ay  o n e ,  U N C  b e s t e d 
Pepperdine 4-2. The Tar Heels 
advanced to the quarter-finals to 
take on the Michigan Wolverines. 
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  b e s t e d  t h e 
Wolverines in a highly-contested 
match with a 4-1 win on Saturday. 

For the first time all season, the 
North Carolina team lost the doubles 
point against Texas A&M on Sunday. 
No. 32 senior Elizabeth Scotty and 
first-year Reese Brantmeier fell 1-6, 
followed by the No. 1 duo of junior 
Fiona Crawley and sophomore 

season. The young phenom had 
a chance to make it to NCAA 
nationals, she said. 

“Not only is she talented, but 
she’s worked very, very hard all of 
her life to be in a position where she 
could be a very successful athlete,” 
Durante said. “She was really 
making a difference for her team.”

After the West Virginia meet 
last February, Dekanoidze couldn’t 
compete NCAA nationals or the 
postseason at all.

Dekanoidze said she didn’ t 
initially process the injury after it 
happened, and that it took until 
that night for her to understand 
its severity. She described the 
long and tedious recovery process 
as hard and confusing but said she 
felt lucky to be training at UNC.

“Mentally it was way harder than 
it was physically,” she said. “I want 
to be there mentally for my team.”

What the gymnast initially 
expected to be a six-month recovery 
soon became much longer. After 
months of working just to walk 
unassisted, Dekanoidze began the 
next step of her journey back to the 
mat by doing non-impact gymnastics 
over the summer. Despite this 
progress, she was still unsure of 
what her future in the sport held, 
and nonetheless, was determined to 
return to competition.

In North Carolina’s  annual 
Blue  & White  Intrasquad in 
December, the gymnast got a taste 
of competition for the first time in 
nearly 10 months.

“Compe ting  i s  my favor i te 
setting to be in,” Dekanoidze said. 
“It was the most rewarding feeling 
and having my team supporting 
me meant everything.”

Dekanoidze’s true competitive 
return came in the Super 16 on Jan. 

Carson Tanguilig fall ing 3-6. 
However, the Tar Heels clinched 
the necessary four points in singles 
matches to survive the round. UNC 
moved to the finals with a 4-2 victory 
over the Aggies. 

Crawley and Tanguilig were the 
first doubles pair to fall in the doubles 
matches of the championship to give 
the Georgia Bulldogs an early lead, 
losing 4-6. However, on court three, 
graduate student Abbey Forbes and 
junior Reilly Tran tied it up with 
their own 6-4 victory. 

Ultimately, the doubles point 
came down to Scotty and Brantmeier, 

6 in Las Vegas, Nevada. Returning 
to her first competition in close to 
a year didn’t stop Dekanoidze from 
being a top contributor. She tied 
for second on bars with a 9.850 
and posted a 9.775 on vault. 

Fel low sophomore Isabel le 
Schaefer, who grew up competing 
a g a i n s t  D e k a n o i d z e  i n  t h e 
Charlotte area, remembers sharing 
in the emotions of Dekanoidze’s 
long-awaited return.

“At our first competition in 
Vegas, I actually cried because she 
started crying and then pretty much 
everybody did,” Schaefer said. “If 
gymnasts come back from an injury 
like that, it’s just a huge deal.”

who faced a 6-6 tie break. The duo 
survived the tiebreak 8-6 to clinch 
the doubles point for the Tar Heels. 

No.  18  UNC senior  Anika 
Yarlagadda grabbed the first singles 
point for the Tar Heels, winning 6-1, 
6-2. Moments later, No. 9 Tanguilig 
bested Georgia sophomore Mell 
Reasco 7-5, 6-0 to put UNC up 3-0.

To finish the match, No. 12 Forbes 
clinched the fourth point with an ace 
serve to earn a 6-4, 6-1 victory. 

Who stood out?

In singles on Sunday, Tanguilig 
was the hero of UNC’s championship 
hopes. After losing the doubles point, 
North Carolina needed to win as 
many singles matches as possible. 
UNC pulled ahead 3-2, but they 
needed one more team point to 
send them to the finals. Tanguilig 
supplied. 

The sophomore won her first set 
6-0, but lost the second set 4-6 to 
Texas A&M graduate student Salma 
Ewing. Sent into a third set to break 
the tie, the match continued to be 
a back-and-forth battle. Tanguilig 
was forced into a set tie breaker 
after Ewing tied it 6-6. Fortunately 
for UNC, Tanguilig came out on top 
7-2 to clinch the Tar Heel victory. 

On Monday for the championship 
match, Tanguilig brought the same 
level of energy to defeat her singles 
opponent and earned another 
much-needed team point for UNC. 
A point that put the Tar Heels one 
step closer to the title. 

When was it decided?

UNC won five out of six first sets in 
the singles matches against Georgia 
to give the Tar Heels a significant 
lead. With Forbes defeating her 
opponent in the second set, the Tar 

The Tar Heels had their first 
home meet of the season just three 
days later against EAGL rival N.C. 
State. In a slim 196.225-195.525 
win, Dekanoidze thrived.

The first rotation was vault, 
where the sophomore led UNC and 
matched her career high of 9.900. 

But she hadn’t peaked for the night.
Dekanoidze earned a 9.975 after 

her nearly-perfect bar routine — 
making her the outright leader on 
North Carolina’s all-time leaderboard. 

The sophomore said she “felt 
very surprised” but, at the same 
t ime,  made i t  c lear  that  her 
“expectations honestly haven’ t 
changed” following her injury.

Heels officially earned the final team 
point to win the match. 

Why does it matter?

The Tar Heels are the first to 
win the ITA National Indoor 
Championship title four years in 
a row. With Monday’s victory in 
the finals, this is the seventh time 
in program history that the North 
Carolina team has come back 
from the tournament with the 
championship trophy. 

UNC also extends its undefeated 
record and enters conference play on 
a high note. 

When do they play next?

On Feb. 24, the Tar Heels will take 
on Virginia in Charlottesville at 4 
p.m. to kick-off conference play. 

“She deserved a 10.000. It was 
probably the best routine I’ve ever 
seen in my entire life,” Schaefer said 
of Dekanoidze’s bars performance. 
“It gives me the confidence to go 
and hit a routine after her.”

Schaefer directly followed her 
teammate on bars and put up a 9.825.

With each step she makes in her 
recovery, Dekanoidze is eager to 
ask what’s next and when she can 
add another event for competition. 
For the time being, the gymnast 
who was unsure about life after 
injury less than a year ago is now 
the Tar Heel all-time score leader.

Twitter: @carolinewills03

Twitter: @lindseyashe_

GYMNASTICS

Dekanoidze sets record after returning from injury

BY THE NUMBERS

14-0
The UNC women’s tennis team’s 
current record in 2022-23

1
The number of doubles points 
the women’s tennis team has 
dropped all season

24-2
Combined record of top 3 
singles players in 2022-23 
dual matches

11
ITA National Indoor Tennis 
Championship match 
appearances for UNC since 2010
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Kayla McPherson stands out in win over BC

DTH/SERENA SHERWOOD
UNC redshirt first-year guard Kayla McPherson (14) dribbles the ball during the women’s basketball game against 
Boston College on Sunday, Feb. 12, 2023, in Carmichael Area. UNC beat Boston College 73-55. 

It was only Kayla McPherson’s 
first collegiate start. But against 
Boston College on Sunday, the 
redshirt first-year commanded 
U N C ’s  h o d g e p o d g e  s t a r t i n g 
lineup like a seasoned vet.

After sinking her fourth 3-pointer 
of the game midway through the 
fourth quarter, McPherson turned 
around to several high fives from the 
UNC bench before making her way 
back to set up the defense. Among 
those celebrating on the bench were 
three of the team’s usual starters.

Plagued by injuries, junior Alyssa 
Ustby, redshirt senior Eva Hodgson 
and junior Anya Poole were out 
Sunday, giving them the chance to 
cheer their teammates on from the 
sideline for a change. 

In her first collegiate start, 
McPherson hit the ground running, 
scoring 10 points in the first seven 
minutes. Shooting 53 percent from 
the field, she finished as the game’s 
leading scorer with 22 points, as 
North Carolina went on to beat 
Boston College, 73-55.

McPherson has battled through 
several injuries this season herself, 
but she’s found ways to maintain 
her chemistry with the team 
both on and off the court. Head 
coach Courtney Banghart said 

that when McPherson was facing 
lower body injuries, she always 
insisted on passing in practice to 
better understand her teammates’ 
preferences. When it was her upper 
body that was off-limits, Banghart 
said McPherson would be on the 
bike and watching film.

“I haven’t been playing with them 
for a long time, but I’ve been around 
them for so long,” McPherson said. 
“In practice, outside of practice — 

we’re always together. So, that was 
one thing for me that didn’t have a 
problem with was chemistry.”

Junior Alexandra Zelaya also 
started her first college game on 
Sunday, and with it logged a career 
high number of assists and steals, 
recording five and two, respectively. 
Redshirt first-year Teonni Key was 
the third player to fill in for the typical 
starters. She put up six points for the 
Tar Heels in her first career start. 

With so many younger players on 
the court, Banghart applauded the 
adaptability of veteran starters like 
juniors Kennedy Todd-Williams 
and Deja Kelly.

“They just love to hoop,” Banghart 
said. “They’ll play with whoever’s in 
and they’ll help whoever’s in.”

Todd-Williams, who finished 
with 16 points and nine rebounds, 
said  the team adjusted from 
previous games by being more 

active, both with and without 
the ball. With so many players 
stepping up this game, she said 
the team has “weapons all around.”

Sophomore Destiny Adams 
came off the bench and made 
things difficult for Boston College, 
contributing a career-high six steals. 
With a game total of 13 steals, 
Sunday marked UNC’s third game 
in a row with double-digit steals.

Following losses last week to 
Louisville and Syracuse, Banghart 
spoke of a lack of urgency in the 
Tar Heels’ play. On Sunday, she 
said she saw just the opposite, 
and attributed this change of pace 
to the team’s comfort levels when 
playing at home. 

“If all of our games were at home, 
they’d grow up faster. But they’re not,” 
Banghart said. “So, we have to build 
on the film that will look different at 
Syracuse to how it looked different 
today, and see how, therefore, we 
can ensure we’re moving in the right 
direction for Thursday.”

The Tar Heels will prepare to 
face No. 22 N.C. State in Raleigh 
on Thursday. While the statuses 
for Ustby and Poole for Thursday’s 
game are unclear, the Tar Heels 
have shown that they don’t have 
“bench players” any more – just 
more players than can start a game 
at the same time.

“It just goes back to our team and 
how many weapons we have,” Todd-
Williams said. “Because, you know, 
we’re all we got.”

The redshirt first-year 
scored a game-high 22 
in her first career start

By Eve Maddock
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @evemaddock

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Armando Bacot is “stressed the 
hell out.”

Coming into this season as the 
preseason AP No. 1 team, it seemed 
like a given that UNC would get back 
to the NCAA Tournament. Not going 
to The Big Dance would never have 
crossed Bacot’s mind.

But now?
“Yeah, on a level of worried, I’m 

100 percent worried,” Bacot told 
reporters after the game.

After a rebound win against 
Clemson — a slight relief, not 
necessarily a ‘ bounce-back’  i f 
you consider Clemson’s No. 77 
position in the NET rankings — 
UNC had ended a three-game 
skid. In Monday night’s 80-72 
loss against Miami, the Tar Heels 
shot an abysmal 16 percent from 
behind the arc. 

Against a top-15 opponent, this 
just wasn’t going to fly.

“At the end of the day, we’re going 
to have to be able to make some 
shots,” head coach Hubert Davis said. 
“It is what it is. I don’t know if we are 
still, but I know before the Clemson 
game, percentage-wise, we were the 
worst 3-point shooting team in the 
ACC. That’s never a good thing.”

As of Monday night, UNC is tied with 
Boston College as the worst 3-point 
shooting team in the conference, with 
both teams shooting at a .306 clip. The 
Tar Heels rank 333rd in the nation in 
3-point percentage. Only one player 
in North Carolina’s rotation, D’Marco 
Dunn, is shooting over 35 percent with 
multiple attempts from three. 

Considering the Tar Heels’ less-
than-stellar performance from deep, 
it made sense that they start off 
Monday night by attacking the rim. 

After Miami forward Norchad 
Omier picked up two fouls in the first 
eight minutes, the paint was wide-
open. UNC was able to get downhill 
successfully — especially late in the 
first half — thanks to the slashing of 
RJ Davis and Caleb Love. 

But then, in the second half, Miami’s 
hard hedges and tough man-to-man 
defense kept pushing UNC’s guards 
out. In order to beat the Hurricanes, 
North Carolina was going to have to 
knock down some outside shots.

After Love’s stepback three to open 
the game, North Carolina missed 14 
consecutive 3-point attempts. The Tar 
Heels didn’t make another three until 
Leaky Black hit a setback jumper from 
beyond the arc with 11 minutes left. 

After shooting 45 percent from 
deep against Clemson — a team-
high in conference play — the Tar 
Heels recorded their worst 3-point 
performance of the season.

“There’s nothing really, no secret 
sauce or something, I can tell you 
that would change that, as far as the 
outcome,” Love said. “We just got to 
step up and make the shots.”

Despite UNC’s inconsistencies from 
behind the arc, one factor has stayed the 

same — Pete Nance has been ineffective. 
The graduate transfer has only hit 

one 3-pointer in February. In his past 
five games, Nance is 1-18 from deep. 
Opponents have noticed, opting to 
sag off of the forward and collapse 
in the paint to berate Bacot and any 
guard that drives in.

“It’s a team thing,” Bacot said. “We 
all got to do a good job of just getting 
other players involved and trying to 
find ways to generate more points 
from other players. You couldn’t 
ask for a better stat line from the 
guards. Obviously, I didn’t score as 
much, but I was efficient. Leaky was 
efficient. We just got to figure out a 
way to get other guys involved.”

The poor shooting and supposed 
lack of help from teammates 
culminated in a palpable level of 
frustration on Monday night. 

After he missed another 3-point 
shot with under two minutes 

Poor shooting dooms Tar Heels against Miami

DTH/CLAIRE JESSEN
UNC graduate forward Leaky Black (1) pictured during the men’s basketball game against Miami at the Dean E. 
Smith Center on Feb. 13.

DTH/ANDREW LAM
UNC junior guard RJ Davis (4) dribbles the ball during the men’s basketball 
game against Miami at the Dean E. Smith Center on Monday, Feb. 14. Miami 
beat UNC 80-72.

remaining, Nance pulled down the 
rebound and had his pass deflected 
out of bounds. Love picked up the 
basketball, smacking it with both 
hands, and slammed it on the 
ground twice before handing it back 
to the officials.

Even after the game, the tension was 
still there. Bacot exited his postgame 
interviews, during which he reported 
feeling “blank,” with an audible sigh.

Another loss. Another step back. 
Another trip back to the drawing 
board to see what is left to tweak, 
pivot and adjust. 

And while Love postulated that 
there isn’t a “secret sauce” to hitting 
shots, Bacot suggested one.

“We just got to go get it,” he said. 
“We just got to want it, at the end of 
the day. That ‘want to’ can take over 
almost anything.”

UNC shot just 16 
percent from downtown 
in the 80-72 home loss

By Shelby Swanson
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @shelbymswanson
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