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Kelly aims to lead
2023 Final Four run

Bacot looks to build  
reputation in senior year

When Deja Kelly steps foot on the court, 
there’s one mantra she repeats to herself: 
“Do whatever it takes to win.”

The junior guard has implemented this 
mentality in every game that she’s played, 
and it has certainly shown. Going into 
her third season with the UNC women’s 
basketball team, she’s been named to both 
the Nancy Lieberman Award watch list — 
honoring the nation’s best point guard — 
and the preseason All-ACC Team.

Despite these high expectations, she still 
isn’t satisfied.

“I definitely have a lot of personal goals 
— being on these preseason lists were 
definitely a few — but eventually based 
off of the team’s success, hopefully those 
individual accolades will come. My main 
focus is the team goals,” she said. “(The goal 
is) to win an ACC title and then it’s to make 
it farther than we did in March (last year).”

After arriving in Chapel Hill as a five-
star recruit and the No. 10 player in the 
country, Kelly had mixed success in her 

first season, averaging 11 points per game 
and distributing 2.9 assists. Last year, Kelly 
averaged a team-high 16.5 points per game 
and showed remarkable consistency and 
resilience throughout her sophomore season.

“Deja is one of the fiercer competitors 
you’ ll ever meet,” head coach Courtney 
Banghart said. “Her level of competitiveness 
allows her to rise to the moment of the 
possession, on either end of the ball.”

This relentless drive is one that led the 
team to its first Sweet 16 appearance since 
2015 after flying under the radar for most of 
the regular season. Kelly scored 28 points in 
the first round of the tournament to clinch 
a win against Stephen F. Austin and then 
continued to impress throughout the next 
two games, scoring a combined 38 points 
over both contests.

To her though, North Carolina is just 
getting started. Entering the year with new 
expectations, Kelly believes the team can 
raise its ceiling and reach a new level.

“That wasn’t our peak,” she said of last 
year’s tournament run. “We have a lot 
more work to do, so I think that’s the most 
exciting part.”

In order to achieve these aspirations 
in the fast-approaching season, Kelly 
has placed an emphasis on sharing her 
“whatever it takes” mentality with the rest 

Entering this season, there’s one accolade — or 
rather, one reputation — Armando Bacot is after.

“I kind of want to be nasty,” Bacot said 
at the ACC Basketball Tipoff in October. 
“I want people not to like me, too. That’s 
something I’m definitely trying to do.”

There’s little that Bacot, the star center 
on UNC’s men’s basketball team, feels he 
still needs to prove to onlookers. Before 
being named the Preseason ACC Player of 
the Year and an AP preseason All-American, 
Bacot told the media that he thought he was 
the best player in the conference.

When fielding questions in the main 
room of the Westin Charlotte, Bacot seemed 
largely uninterested, offering one-line 
responses to the dismay and subtle laughter 
of the reporters in attendance.

However, Bacot’s face lit up when he was 
later asked if Louisville fans “got at him” on 
social media following last year’s matchup 
— a 90-83 overtime thriller in which 
officials issued Jae’Lyn Withers a dead ball 
technical foul for shoving Bacot.

“I loved it,” he said. “I think it’s funny. 
Situations like that, where I’m making people 
mad and stuff like that, I think that’s something 
really I want to hone in on this year, too. Just, 
not being so much of a nice guy.”

There’s no pressure on Bacot to break UNC’s 
single-season rebound record, lead the nation in 
double-doubles or carry the team to a national 
championship game — those feats are all behind 
him. But as Bacot faces possibly his last season as a 
Tar Heel, he’s eyeing both a national championship 
and the ACC Player of the Year award he narrowly 
missed last year. If he has to be a little mean to 
reach the mountaintop, that’s fine with him.

And Bacot wants both his competitors and 
peers to be mean right back — it fires him up.

The Richmond, Va. native said that former 
head coach Roy Williams and current head coach 
Hubert Davis yell at him “more than anybody.”

“They know for me, you’ve got to really talk to 
me in a certain way to get me going versus other 
guys,” Bacot said. 

When asked about Bacot’s claims in an 
Oct. 27 press conference, Hubert Davis 
replied with a laugh.

“I don’t know about that,” he said. Davis 
did admit, though, that he has to get on 
Bacot from time to time.

Davis said he often talks to Bacot about the 
“attention to detail, the fundamentals and the hard 
work” that will set him apart from other players. 

The star big man is ready to 
propel his team back to the 

national championship

The junior point guard hopes 
to spread “whatever it takes” 

mentality to teammates
By Shelby Swanson
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

By Gwen Peace
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com
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Fall 2022 Phi Beta Kappa Initiates
Raj Aghera  – Environmental Health Sciences

Rishi Aghera – Nutrition
Michael Charles Alcorn, Jr. – Computer Science
Arthi Annadurai – Psychology / Political Science

Julia Lorelle Baddley – Political Science
Suryadyuti Baral – Psychology / Statistics and Analytics

Daniel Barrero – Classics / History
Julia Doria Barrow – Statistics and Analytics / Economics

Alexander Beddick – Environmental Sciences / Public Policy
Lauren Behringer – Mathematics / Physics

Mikhal Keren Ben-Joseph – Statistics and Analytics / Peace, War, and Defense
Caroline Ruby Bennison – Computer Science / Peace, War, and Defense

Evan Maxwell Berkowitch – Economics
Samantha Leigh Betor – Psychology

Olivia Christine Bettis – Business Administration
Jorren Louis Biggs – African, African-American and Diaspora Studies / Political Science

Peyton Lovelace Black – Information Science / Exercise and Sport Science
Blair Blakeney – Biology

Molly Abigail Boger – Political Science / Sociology
Emma-Katherine Almeida Bowers – Global Studies

Christopher Nash Bowman – Biology
Meredith Leigh Bowman – Biology

Anna Katherine Brady – English and Comparative Literature / Public Policy
Avery Caitlin Brannan – Peace, War, and Defense / Political Science

Andrew Buchanan – Computer Science / Geological Science
Elena Carabeau – English and Comparative Literature

Gabrielle Reeves Caudill – Political Science / Public Policy
Zachary Gerard Chaloupecky – Statistics and Analytics / Computer Science

Meredith Kate Cheek – Political Science / English and Comparative Literature
Sophie Seoyoung Cho – Public Policy

Albert Minseok Choi – Biomedical and Health Sciences Engineering
Claire Yijen Chu – Biostatistics / Mathematics

Ava LaBrecque Cohen – Biomedical and Health Sciences Engineering
Myra Munachiso Collins – Sociology

Carson Cook – Statistics and Analytics / Economics
Brian Cooper – Statistics and Analytics / Computer Science

Bryn Copenhaver – Biology
Aidan Cronin-Hudgins – Economics / Management and Society

Ezra A. Cross – Neuroscience / Political Science
Dehan Cui – Statistics and Analytics / Mathematics

Elizabeth Anne Culton – Psychology
Austin Edward Dameron – Economics / Psychology

Jared Philip Danaher – History
Neha Das – Chemistry

Jackson A. Davis – Computer Science / Economics
Eduardo De La Parra – Biology / Chemistry

Thomas Decker – Economics / Political Science
Delaney Ellis Dodge – Public Relations and Advertising / Political Science

Laney Elizabeth Dowell – Psychology / Music
Kang Du – Business Administration / Computer Science

Alexis S. Dumain – English and Comparative Literature / Psychology
Karthik Eswar – Neuroscience / Computer Science

William Robert Ethridge – Psychology
Justin P Evangelisto – Information and Library Science / History

Elliot Blake Evans – Neuroscience
Colin Edward Exum – Information Science / Economics

Sharidan Farris – Biology
Amy Feng – Nutrition / Interdisciplinary Studies

Reghan McNeill Flores – Hispanic Linguistics / Exercise and Sport Science
Mia Foglesong – Psychology / Neuroscience

Hannah Michele Ford – Mathematics
Preston Gilbert Fore – Global Studies / Media and Journalism

Reed Shepherd Frellick – Statistics and Analytics / Computer Science
Sarah Elizabeth Frisbie – Art History / Global Studies

Emily Christine Gajda – Media and Journalism / English and Comparative Literature

Kathryn Hope Gane – Media and Journalism / Political Science
Jun Gao – Management and Society

Fernando Garcia – Computer Science
Naomi Garcia – English and Comparative Literature / Anthropology

Luis David Garcilazo Medrano – Computer Science
Carson James Gartner – Linguistics / Philosophy

Madeline Rose Gibson – Dramatic Art / Communication Studies
Lauren Gilbert – Public Policy / Economics

Karina Telléz Goco – Public Policy / Environmental Studies
Gabriela Goodman – Economics

Hayden Flynn Graham – Philosophy / Political Science
Kymberly Gray – Exercise and Sport Science / Psychology

Mary-Catherine Gray – Business Administration
Ashley Elizabeth Greenberg – Psychology

Megan Sarah Greensmith – Mathematics / Computer Science
Adelina Grusca – Neuroscience

Yizhou Gu – Statistics and Analytics
Aakanksha Gundu – Biology / Neuroscience

Mansi Gupta – Biology / Neuroscience
Priyash Noor Hafiz – Biomedical and Health Sciences Engineering

Benjamin Andrew Hamer – Biology
Kelawni Iset Hansquine – Environmental Studies

Cailee E. Harrington – Global Studies
Meagan Jacqueline Harrington – Biology / Geography

Andrew Walker Harris – Economics
Ethan Christopher Hartung – Business Administration / Exercise and Sport Science

Abby Rose Heitkamp – Nursing
Graham Paul Hill – History

Charles Donald Hirsch – Economics / History
Kaelyn R. Hixson – History / English and Comparative Literature

Jacob Hoechster – Peace, War, and Defense / History
Catherine (Kasia) Horger – Health Policy and Management

Dana M. Hudgins – Political Science
Gavin Connor Hughes – Biology / Philosophy

Jacob Edward Hunter – Political Science / Public Policy
Claire Anna Hutto – Political Science / Media and Journalism

Manaal Fatima Iqbal – Neuroscience / Computer Science
Rhea Jayaswal – Nutrition

Ryan Matthew Jensen – Mathematics / Chemistry
Zhiyuan Jiang – Statistics and Analytics / Economics

Jacob L. Johnson-Wright – Economics / Political Science
Luke Yuen Johnson – Biology / Interdisciplinary Studies

Sophia Annabelle Johnson – Biology / Philosophy
Zack Lars Johnson – Business Administration / Economics
Helen Susanne Johnston – Economics / Behavioral Data

Bennett Edward Jones – Neuroscience
Jessica Leeann Jones – English and Comparative Literature / Psychology

Nupur Joshi – Computer Science / Peace, War, and Defense
Kathryn Kylie Joyce – Neuroscience

Jennifer Ashton Judd – Biology
Ryan Thomas Judge – Computer Science

Paul Christopher Karre – Biology
Alexandra Holden Katz – Biology

Robert Chistensen Balu Kerr – Biology
Elizabeth G Kinsey – Psychology

Nicholas John Kirkman – Statistics and Analytics / Economics
Anna Eden Kline – Biology

Anirudh Raman Kompella – Business Administration / Biology
Edgar Kong – Biomedical and Health Sciences Engineering

Justin Michael Kranis – Political Science / Business Administration
Grace Ann Krohn – Biomedical and Health Sciences Engineering

Mason Laney – Computer Science / Linguistics
Rylie LaRue – Political Science / Peace, War, and Defense

Lyann Le – Exercise and Sport Science / Psychology
Jacob Benjamin Lehrman – Political Science

Sofia Lesnewski – English and Comparative Literature / Hispanic Literatures and Cultures
Connor Lewis – Political Science / French and Francophone Studies

Michael Li – Biostatistics / Biology
Susan Lin – Biostatistics / Psychology

Emily Liu – Health Policy and Management / Neuroscience
Joyce Liu – Biostatistics

Zhimeng Liu – Biostatistics / Music
Jack Everett Long – Political Science

Hallie Dee Lovin – Public Policy / Women’s and Gender Studies
Brianna Lucero – Biology / Exercise and Sport Science

Jessie Ma – Health Policy and Management
Joshua Preston Mabry – Exercise and Sport Science / Psychology

Samantha Nicole Machinski – Chemistry / Biological Physics
Sneha Ashish Makhijani – Biology

Dalia Yamthe Marquez – Music / Psychology
Roland Summers Martin – English and Comparative Literature / American Studies

William Harman Martin – Computer Science
Sean Andrew Maxwell – History

Alex Mays – Neuroscience
Sarah Elizabeth McCormick – Computer Science

Kamryn McDonald – Psychology
Julia Grace McGann – Public Policy / Political Science

Sara Marie Meehan – Biomedical and Health Sciences Engineering
Chao Meng – Political Science

Sheena Meng – Information Science / English and Comparative Literature
Lydia Faith Merck – Public Policy / Communication Studies

James McGuire Metts – Biology
Madison Milotte – Biology / Environmental Sciences

Halima Mohamed – Statistics and Analytics
Elizabeth Moore – Global Studies

Vivian Jean Moore – Statistics and Analytics / Political Science
Jake Tucker Morgan – Mathematics

Julia Elizabeth Morneau – Psychology
Claire Rose Moxham – Chemistry

Abigail Dian Mueller – History
Maxwell Oliver Muoto – Computer Science

Hunter Randall Nelson – History / Economics
Jennifer Ngan Nguy – Sociology

Zoe Elizabeth Nichols – Sociology
Chaeyoung C. Oh – Linguistics

Chase Alexander Overpeck – Exercise and Sport Science
Vishanth Palanivel – Neuroscience / Psychology

Vimaleshwar Palanivelrajan – Physics / Mathematics
Chenqin Pan – Business Administration / Statistics and Analytics

Morgan Elizabeth Papanestor – Mathematics
Jemin Park – Computer Science / Economics

Isabella Patterson – Communication Studies / Management and Society
Dean Avery Pearce – Chemistry / Biology

Samara Airy Perez Labra – Sociology / Public Policy
Jennifer Rose Persia – Psychology

Layla Grace Peykamian – Communication Studies / Political Science
Anthony Hong An Pham – Psychology / English and Comparative Literature

Harrison Nash Philbeck – Biology
Ryan Daniel Phillips – Music / English and Comparative Literature

Cameron Alexander Pinkelton – Biology
Allison Kay Pittman – Biology / Spanish Literatures and Cultures

Zander Hunt Pittman – Neuroscience
Cecilia Davis Poston – Mathematics / Classics

Emma Sinclair Powell – Political Science / History
Megan Anita Proudfoot – Peace, War, and Defense

Lillie Caroline Quinn – Political Science
Nicole Rafferty – Economics / English and Comparative Literature

Maria Catherine Ramage – Nursing
Jay Ramesh – Public Policy / Peace, War, and Defense

X. Ramos-Lara – Women’s and Gender Studies / English and Comparative Literature

Robert Michael Rampani – Chemistry
Maggie Grace Rand – English and Comparative Literature
Shaili Rathod – Biology / French and Francophone Studies

Abigail Elisabeth Renberg – Environmental Science / English and Comparative Literature
Tracy Ridley, Jr – Contemporary European Studies / German

Alexandra Riginos – Public Policy / English and Comparative Literature
Eszter Nora Rimanyi – Epidemiology

Ayden L. Ring – Biology
Cade Rylan Rodgers – Physics / Mathematics

Evan Drew Rosenberg – Biology
Emma Hildebrand Rowe – Physics

Helena Joanne Rudolph – Management and Society / French and Francophone Studies
Molly Ruebusch – Biology

Amber M. Russell – Business Administration / Sports Administration
Michelle Rzepka – Biostatistics

Kaitlyn Kinsella Sagan – Environmental Health Sciences
Ryland Schenk-Turner – Psychology / Communication Studies

Alyssa Jacqueline Schoff – Biomedical and Health Sciences Engineering / Biology
Adriana Schott – Neuroscience / German

Jillian Schwake – Human Development and Family Science
Lea Constance Schwartz – Biomedical and Health Sciences Engineering

Maia Schweikert – Environmental Studies
Brycen Dylan Segura – Political Science

Krithika A. Senthil – Nutrition
Basie Settle – Sociology / Psychology

Riley Kate Shopmyer – Computer Science / Political Science
Simcha Ravi Singh – Biology

David Josue Soltani – Business Administration / Asian Studies
Kyle Sorensen – Statistics and Analytics / Mathematics

Alicia Marie Spencer – Biology / Neuroscience
Jatin Chandra Srivastava – Economics / Public Policy

Michael Steed – History
Hunter Gabriel Steen – Peace, War, and Defense / Global Studies

Hannah Catherine Summers – Psychology
Aiqi Sun – Economics / Mathematics

Louisa Thompson Swintosky – Psychology / Statistics and Analytics
Cassandra Alice Teixeira – Exercise and Sport Science / Anthropology

Alyson Blakely Thompson – Global Studies
Allison L. Thorson – Biomedical and Health Sciences Engineering

William Gately Kagen Torres – History / Political Science
Thanh Tran – Nutrition

Noah C. Trexler – Computer Science
Litao Tu – Biology / Chemistry

Rithika Uppalapati – Biostatistics / Mathematics
Charles Allen Vanderford – English and Comparative Literature

Soorya Vasan – Biology
Hayden Christopher Vaughn – Biology

Teresa Ruiz Vazquez – English and Comparative Literature / Political Science
Alexander Curtis Vierling – Neuroscience

Connor Roberson Vines – Computer Science / Mathematics
Michael John Washington, Jr. – Computer Science / History

Christiana Hope Wayne – History / English and Comparative Literature
Jesse Wei – Mathematics / Computer Science

Katherine Campbell Wheby – Communication Studies / Music
Pierce Manes Whiteman – Neuroscience / Exercise and Sport Science

Richard Lowder Whitfield – Business Administration / Geological Sciences
Jennifer Grace Williams – Psychology / Music
Charles Jackson Wisdom – Computer Science

Megan Wohlfarth – Health Policy and Management
Xiuping Xiong – Political Science / Dramatic Art

Nicholas Anthony Yapundich – Biology
Ivy Carter Young – Media and Journalism

Melissa Alexandra Yu – Chemistry / Mathematics
Theresa Yu – Business Administration / Statistics and Analytics

Kailee Mason Zeltner – Chemistry
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Leaky Black looks to provide leadership, versatility

The graduate is 
entering his final season 

with the Tar Heels
By Evan Rogers

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

When Leaky Black first put on a 
North Carolina jersey, the Tar Heels’ 
program looked completely different. 

Armando Bacot, Caleb Love and 
RJ Davis were all still competing at 
their respective preparatory schools. 
This year’s incoming recruiting 
class — headlined by Seth Trimble, 
Jalen Washington and Tyler Nickel 
— hadn’t yet stepped foot on a high 
school basketball court. 

During his career, Black witnessed 
head coach Roy Williams retire after 
an 18-year tenure. Black has played 

on the highest and lowest of stages, 
taking the court during a losing 
season, a global pandemic and also 
in the national championship.

Needless to say, Black, now in his 
fifth year at UNC, has seen it all and 
is poised to set the example for a team 
with national title aspirations.

“I just love this place. It changed 
my life,” Black said in a summer 
press conference. “I feel like even if 
we won (the championship), I still 
would’ve come back.”

Before arriving in Chapel Hill, 
Black attended Cox Mill High School 
in Concord, N.C. In his last two 
seasons with the Chargers, Black 
helped lead Cox Mill to consecutive 
3A NCHSAA state titles.

While he flashed some offensive 
potential, his ability to disrupt opposing 
scorers was always his trademark.  

“I ’ve always taken pride in 
(defense),” he said. “I remember 
when my dad was my coach and he’d 
be on the sideline at my games and be 
on the bench, and he would tell me 
when I was playing soft. That’s always 
playing in the back of my mind.” 

Eventually, Black and former AAU 
teammate Coby White both joined 
consensus five-star recruit Nassir 
Little as first-years at UNC. 

But while White and Little soon 
became first-round draft selections in 
the 2019 NBA Draft, Black struggled 
to find his footing in college. Injury 
troubles and shooting woes hindered 
Black, and he wouldn’t start for a full 
season until his senior year.

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER
Then-senior forward Leaky Black (1) pump fakes during a UNC men’s basketball 
game against Duke in the Dean E. Smith Center on Saturday, Feb. 5, 2022.

During the 2021-22 season, Black 
often found himself looking for ways to 
make an impact. As the team continued 
its up-and-down play, one opportunity 
finally allowed him to break through.

On Feb. 1, Black sat on a Zoom call 
in front of reporters following a career 
night against Louisville.

The then-senior forward scored 
a season-high 13 points against 
the Cardinals, showcasing a new 
assertiveness on the offensive end.

“I think it’s just a matter of 
confidence,” Black said following 
UNC’s 90-83 win. “Once you’ve been 
at the bottom of the bottom like I 
have — you know, with media and all 
that stuff — the only way is up.”

Later in the same presser, Black 
opened up about his battle with 
anxiety and how he and his therapist 
worked to improve his mental health. 

“I’m just so glad I (spoke out) — 
it not only changed my life, but it 
reached out to other people,” he said. 
“I know of people on campus that play 
other sports who reached out to me.”

The defensive anchor soon became 
a supplemental piece within North 
Carolina’s offense, knocking down 
six 3-pointers over the final stretch of 
ACC play. In the Final Four against 
Duke, Black scored eight points — 
including the night’s opening basket, 
which came from beyond the arc. 

“I feel like I kind of played to 
the occasion,” Black said over the 
summer. “Everyone was kind of 
nervous out there during warmups, 
a lot of people were air-balling. Twitter: @evanr0gers

Me, I was hot during warmups... 
playing in an atmosphere where 
people expect you not to be good. 
I love it.”

As Black prepares for his final 
season with the Tar Heels, he stands 
as the lone player who has been with 
the program for five years. 

“Having somebody that has been 
a part of this program, whether 
with me or Coach Williams, is a 
huge benefit,” head coach Hubert 
Davis said. 

However, Black is looking to bring 
more to this year’s team than just 
his knowledge of college basketball. 
Over the offseason, Black said he was 
working to become “more effective” 
in the stat sheet. 

“My shot is the main focus, and ball 
handling,” he said. “Just getting back 
to where I was in high school. I feel 
like I’m the old me again.”

Last year, Black’s ability to guard 
multiple positions helped him finish 
third in ACC Defensive Player of the 
Year voting.  

This season, Black will be joined 
by another defensive force in transfer 
forward Pete Nance. When asked in 
July about how Nance’s defensive 
presence compares to his own, Black 
took a long pause before answering 
— maybe to think about how far he’s 
come over the years. 

“(Nance) is a good defender,” he 
said. “But obviously, I feel like I’m the 
best defender in the country.”  
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RJ Davis looks to take UNC offense to new heights
After his second year, 

Davis returns as the team’s 
starting point guard

By Hunter Nelson
Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

For one and a half seasons, RJ 
Davis waited his turn. 

In a recruiting class with two 
physically imposing frontcourt 
players and an uber-athletic guard 
filling out the starting backcourt, 
not even a prolific career at New 
York’s Archbishop Stepinac High 
School could elevate the status 
of the 6-foot guard. Although he 
showed his flashes — including 
a 26-point eruption to avoid an 
early-season upset against Brown 
— Davis mostly resorted to off-ball 
duties, which left high-volume 
guard Caleb Love to take charge. 

But as UNC quickly learned 
throughout its postseason run, 
using Davis as a creator raised the 
offense to another level.

In  ke y  NCAA Tournament 
victories over Baylor and Duke, 
the Tar Heels put the ball in the 
hands of their best playmaker, 
who found ways to both set up his 
teammates and get buckets on his 
own. With the Tar Heels entering 
the year hoping to get back to 

the national championship game 
– and this time, finish the job – 
Davis is looking to thrive with 
more on-the-ball responsibilities 
as the team’s starting point guard.

“My confidence is through the 
roof right now,” Davis said at the 
ACC Tipoff event in October. “I’ve 
been working on the consistency 
in my jump shot and being the 
leader this team needs – just a 
natural point guard.”

After an up-and-down first 
season,  Davis  was a valuable 
asset in his second year, which 
led to him mulling professional 
options. When he announced his 
return, head coach Hubert Davis 
understood the importance of 
having him in the lineup. 

“RJ is Carolina basketball ,” 
Coach Davis said in a statement 
after the guard’s return. “He’s one 
of the best players in the country 
on the court, in the classroom and 
in the community.” 

RJ Davis improved in multiple 
s t a t i s t i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s  i n  h i s 
sophomore year, including points, 
assists and field-goal percentage. 
But despite the upticks, there 
was still an interesting caveat to 
his performance – his usage rate 
actually decreased from 22.0 to 
20.5, meaning he actually had less 
offensive responsibility during his 
time on the floor.

When the team entered the 
NCAA Tournament, Davis was 
given more control of the offense, 
resulting in his assist rate jumping 
from 3.4 assists per game to an 
impressive 5.0 through the Tar 
Heels ’  six tournament games. 
In UNC’s opening-round win 
over Marquette, Davis recorded 
a career-high 12 assists in the 
95-point outing.

As the tournament continued, 
Hubert Davis showed a tendency 
to play the hot hand between his 
starting backcourt. Considering 
the end results, such a strategy is 
likely to continue.

Weeks after RJ Davis minimized 
the damage of a first-half Duke spurt 
in Durham with an array of tough 
isolation baskets while Love was 
shooting just 1-9 from the field, the 
versatile scoring attack continued 
against Baylor. Davis scored a career-
high 30 points to help the Tar Heels 
upset the top-seeded Bears in the 
second round, while Love was the 
one that caught fire with 27 points 
in the second half against UCLA to 
help the team advance. 

While this unpredictable rotation 
might cause some players to feel 
unsettled in a particular role, Love 
knows that Davis’ offensive skillset 
benefited both sides.

“We’ve been in so many situations, 
so to bring the team together, that’s 

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER
Then-sophomore guard RJ Davis (4) drives to the paint during the regional semifinals of 
the NCAA Tournament against UCLA in Philadelphia, Penn., on Friday, March 25, 2022.

our job,” Love said. “We’ve basically 
got to run the show.”

Even with all the improvement 
Davis has shown, the junior guard 
still understands the areas where 
he can improve.

After being one of UNC’s primary 
scorers in the national semifinal, 
Davis lost some momentum in the 
national title game, where he was 
held to just 5-17 shooting from the 
floor and failed to record a single 
3-point make.

In his revamped role, where he 
is looking to lead the UNC offense 
to new heights, Davis has only one 
mission on his mind.

“You remember that feeling at 
the national championship stage, 
walking down the steps, seeing 
the confetti drop,” Davis said. “My 
head was down a little bit, but it 
was also lifted up knowing that I’m 
gonna be back here again.”  

Twitter: @hunternelson_1 

Pete Nance foregoes NBA draft to play at UNC 

DTH/KENNEDY COX
UNC graduate forward Pete Nance (32) prepares to make a free throw during the 
exhibition game against JCSU at the Dean Smith Center on Friday, Oct. 28, 2022. 

Nance said he came to 
Chapel Hill to help get 

the team ‘over the hump’
By Shelby Swanson
Asistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

North Carolina head coach 
Hubert Davis isn’t surprised that 
graduate transfer big man Pete 
Nance is already fitting in with 
his teammates at UNC — he’s 
still shocked that he’s at North 
Carolina at all.

“From a basketball standpoint 
I haven’t been surprised at all,” 
Davis said at a press conference 
on Oct. 27. “He’s an accomplished 
player, he had an unbelievable 
career at Northwestern for four 

years… I’m surprised he’s with us 
and he’s not in the NBA.”

Nance’s abilities as a stretch four 
perfectly fit the NBA’s mold of a 
mobile big with capabilities on both 
sides of the floor. The graduate has 
already had a successful tenure at 
Northwestern, earning honorable 
mention All-Big Ten honors and 
leading the Wildcats in scoring, 
rebounding, 3-point percentage 
and blocks this past season. He also 
comes from a lineage of professional 
players — his father Larry played 13 
seasons split between the Cavaliers 
and the Suns, while his older brother 
Larry Jr. is a power forward for the 
Pelicans. Nance himself declared 
for the NBA draft before eventually 
pulling out of draft consideration 
ahead of the June 1 deadline.

So why is Nance in Chapel Hill? 
In his own words, it’s to get UNC 

over the hump. After watching the 
Tar Heels’ tournament run last 
year, Nance said he “knows what 
this team is capable of ”. Now, 
the Wildcat-turned-Tar Heel is 
looking to fill whatever role is 
needed to finish the job this year.

“Honestly, I genuinely feel this 
way, whatever I’m needed to do 
during a game, I will try and do it,” 
Nance said at that Oct. 27 presser. 
“If we need to defend, if we need 
to facilitate more, if we are in a dry 
scoring spell, I can be that guy.”

Davis and Nance’s teammates 
will be quick to tell you that Nance 
isn’t the new Brady Manek — and 
they’re right. 

Manek had one of the most 
prolific 3-point shooting seasons 
in North Carolina history, coming 
second in the ACC in 3-point 
percentage. While Nance shot over 
45 percent from behind the arc 
last season, Manek drained more 
threes at UNC than Nance even 
attempted last season. 

However, Davis admitted that 
Nance  had reminded him of 
Manek due to how quickly he’s 
found his fit on the team. 

“He’s only been here (for) three 
and a half months, and it feels 
like he’s been here for four years,” 
Davis said. “The relationships that 
he has with the coaches and his 
teammates, it’s been seamless.”

Before he had ever hit the court 
donning a Carolina blue uniform, 
D av i s  a l r e a d y  h a d  a  “ g r e a t 
idea” of how Nance was going 

to compliment his teammates 
— specifically senior forward 
Armando Bacot. 

“I love the way that they work 
together,” Davis said ahead of the 
team’s exhibition against Johnson 
C. Smith. “Their skills compliment 
each other. They enjoy being on 
the floor together. It just works.”

Aside  from their  offensive 
cohesion, Nance will be a much-
needed partner in the post for 
Bacot, which will be especially 
important in the postseason. 
Bacot had to play through an ankle 
injury late in the 2022 NCAA 
Tournament and put UNC in a 
precarious position after fouling 
out in its Final Four matchup 
against Duke.

“He can really score the ball,” Bacot 
said at the 2022 ACC Basketball 
Tipoff. “What he brings to the table 
is a lot different than what we had 
last year because he can play the four 
and the five. So if I get in foul trouble 
or whatever, it just allows him to be 
able to come in.”

Nance will also look to bolster 
UNC’s defensive presence under 
the basket. Standing at 6-foot-11, 
Nance used his athleticism and 
7-foot wingspan to register a team-
high and career-high 34 blocks as 
a Wildcat last season. The Akron, 
Ohio native matched up against 
some true towers in the Big Ten, 
from Illinois’ Kofi Cockburn to 
Purdue’s Zach Edey. While he 
likely won’ t  be facing similar 
matchups this year at the four 
position, Nance can drop down to 
support Bacot when needed.

While Nance can play the five, 
the proposition of expanding his 
game past the center position is 
something he’s looking forward to 
as he prepares to enter the NBA 
Draft next year. 

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  N a n c e 
will take on a starting role on 
a preseason No.  1  team with 
national championship aspirations 
as a player who has never even 
appeared on the grand stage of the 
NCAA Tournament.

So while Davis may be surprised 
that Nance hasn’t already taken his 
talents to the NBA, the graduate 
transfer himself would tell you he 
stumbled upon a pretty sweet deal. 

“Only being able to spend one year 
somewhere, I think this meets all 
those thresholds and I couldn’t have 
picked a better spot,” Nance said.

Twitter: @shelbymswanson

Continued from Page 1

In addition to wanting to be “nasty,” 
Bacot has worked in the offseason to 
expand his versatility to better fit into 
Davis’ newer pro-style offense.

While Bacot continues to improve 
every year, Davis cited a significant 
uptick in his intensity on defense over 
the summer. Bacot, who led the team in 
blocks with 65 last season, has worked 
on extending his range on defense, 
improving his ability to guard ball 
screens and out on the perimeter.

Bacot’s looking to extend his range 
on offense as well. Davis said his ball-
handling skills are enhanced, and 
noted that he allows the 6-foot-11 
senior to bring the ball up the court 
after a rebound. This is a tool that, 
if true, will add to UNC’s fast break 
abilities in the upcoming season.

Still, as Bacot is fine-tuning his 
craft and villain persona, he’s had to 
push back against other labels pressed 
upon him by coaches and teammates.

“His enthusiasm out there on the 
floor, having that out there from 

an experienced player is extremely 
valuable,” Davis said of the veteran’s 
impact in offseason practices.

But Bacot isn’t a “pat-you-on-
the-back” kind of leader to his 
younger teammates. He wants it 
to be known that his mean streak 
extends to his own squad as well.

“ I  a l w a y s  m e s s  w i t h  t h e 
freshmen too,” Bacot said when 
asked at the ACC Tipoff  how 
he would prepare his younger 
teammates for tough crowds in the 
upcoming season. Twitter: @shelbymswanson

NANCE BY THE NUMBERS
Statistics from 
2021-22 season

14.6
Points per game

45.2%
3 point percentage

49.7%
Field goal 
percentage

28
Career high points

6.5
Rebounds per 
game

26
Games in double 
figures 

1.84
Assist-turnover 
ratio

1st
on team in PTS, 
TRB, BLK, 3PT%

Bacot’s also drawn attention for his 
hefty reported NIL earnings and soon-
to-be-seen appearance in the Netflix 
show “Outer Banks.” With all of that 
stardom, though, comes a pesty jeer 
the forward has to combat.

“ I  c a l l  h i m  ‘ Ho l l y w o o d ,’ ” 
teammate Leaky Black said at 
UNC’s summer media day. “He’s 
just so boujee now, man.”

However, the graduate wing did 
reveal another nickname for his “little 
brother” that he admitted he’s “super 
proud of” — Mr. Double-Double.

Whatever you call him — a 
versatile forward, a veteran leader or 
“Hollywood” — Bacot doesn’t care.

In a year where the senior will be 
aiming to wrap up his college career 
with a national championship, an ACC 
Player of the Year nod, and become one 
of two Tar Heels in the last 50 seasons 
to average a double-double for their 
career, Bacot could care less whether 
his competitors like him or not.

In fact, he’d prefer that they don’t.

‘Mr. Double-Double’ fine-tunes his game on offense, defense

INCOMING PLAYER
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NAME, IMAGE, LIKENESS

Basketball players thriving in NIL era

Entering year two of the NIL era, 
the ability to monetize a player’s name, 
image and likeness is benefiting both 
UNC basketball players and local 
Chapel Hill businesses alike. 

In June 2021, the U.S. Supreme 
Court unanimously ruled the NCAA 
violated antitrust laws, and it could 
not restrict college athletes from 
receiving compensation outside of 
scholarships and stipends. As a result, 
college athletes could begin making 
money by using their name, image 
and likeness through merchandise, 
camps, social media posts and other 
branding opportunities.

The ruling went into effect on 
July 1, and Holly Dedmond, store 
manager at Chapel Hill Sportswear, 
said she was approached by parents 
of a football player to begin working 
together soon after. 

By mid-July of 2021, the store 
offered its first merchandise featuring 
current UNC athletes. Now, over a 
year later, the store stocks T-shirts with 
the faces of current basketball players 
Armando Bacot and RJ Davis, former 
player Brady Manek, field hockey 
forward Erin Matson and many more. 

In order to have their T-shirts 
sold at the store, athletes submit 
their designs, and the store screen-
prints them. Then, the profit is split 
between the store and the athlete.

Dedmond said NIL has had a 
positive impact on the store by bringing 
in more customers – both in the store 
and online. She added that NIL further 
solidifies the store’s relationship with 
the UNC athletic department and the 
individual teams. 

“It’s fun when RJ Davis comes in the 
store and says, ‘Hey, how’s my T-shirt 
selling?’,” she said. “It’s kind of neat to 
say, ‘Hey, I know him.’” 

In addition to NIL shirts, the store 
has also hosted autograph signings, and 
Dedmond said she enjoys getting to 
watch the players interact with people.

“That’s a lot of fun when they get to 
be a person, not just an athlete,” she 
said. “We enjoy that.”

Chapel Hill Sportswear is not 
the only locally-owned UNC gear 
shop hosting NIL T-shirts. Women’s 
basketball players like redshirt senior 
guard Eva Hodgson and junior guard 
Kennedy Todd-Williams have their 
own t-shirts at Johnny T-shirt. 

“I am from the smallest town in New 
Hampshire, and playing at this level, 
it’s like a dream, and then being able 
to have a shirt that says my name, is in 
Carolina blue and has my number it’s 
really, really cool,” Hodgson said. 

Todd-Williams said she views NIL as 
a win-win situation. She said her shirts 
were more in demand after the team’s 
run to the Sweet 16, which helped drive 
up sales for the store. 

W i t h  N I L ,  To d d -W i l l i a m s 
said she is learning how to make 
herself marketable. 

“(NIL) is a good way to either 
connect with local communities 
or people in general,” she said. “I 
think that’s the biggest thing for this 
generation. Now, it’s like we’re moving 
into networking and connections, so it’s 
all about who you know.”

NIL not only allows college athletes 
to partner with businesses and release 
merchandise, it also allows players 

to get paid to host basketball camps 
for young athletes. Hodgson’s favorite 
experience so far has been mentoring 
kids and teaching about basketball. 

“For me, it’s never fully been 
about the money, and so I would 
have done all those things without 
it,” Hodgson said. “But now, having 
the opportunity to maybe make a 
little cash while doing something I 
love has been really rewarding.”  

NEW PLAYERS

Fresh faces aim to make impact for UNC

DTH/KENNEDY COX
UNC first-year guard Seth Trimble (0) defends the ball during the exhibition game against 
JCSU at the Dean Smith Center on Friday, Oct. 28, 2022. UNC beat JCSU 101-40.

Fans already know what each 
returning starter for the North Carolina 
men’s basketball team brings to the 
table this season, but some of the new 
faces will be expected to contribute in 
their own right.

Junior guard RJ Davis is the 
primary ball handler who led the team 

in assists last season, and graduate wing 
Leaky Black is known for guarding the 
opposing team’s best player. 

Senior big man Armando Bacot 
grabbed over 40 percent of the 
starters’ rebounds last season, 
while junior guard Caleb Love’s 
shot selection is  often UNC’s 
double-edged sword.

These assets of North Carolina’s 
veteran core aren’t likely to see 
any significant changes this year. 
However, there are six new players 
on the roster that head coach 
Hubert Davis will utilize in early 
non-conference matchups. 

Here’s  a breakdown of the 
immediate impact some of the 
newcomers might have.

Pete Nance will join Bacot in the 
frontcourt as a starting forward. At 
6-foot-11, Nance has a multifaceted 
skill set with fundamental post 
moves, clever backdoor passes 
and a reliable outside shot. He has 
already showcased his versatility in 
scrimmages and the exhibition win 
against Johnson C. Smith.

Last season, North Carolina faced 
difficulty when Bacot got into foul 
trouble, as the leading rebounder’s 
absence decreased opportunities for 
second-chance points. This forced the 
team to move the slightly shorter Brady 
Manek inside, weakening Manek’s role 
as a perimeter threat and creating 
defensive liabilities.

Nance led Northwestern in scoring, 
rebounding and blocks, and he also 
registered the team’s second-most 
assists. These skills make him well-
equipped for rotating to the center 
position if Bacot picks up fouls.

Although Nance’s impressive 
45.2 percent clip from beyond the 
arc will likely drop if he increases 
his  3-point shooting volume, 
opposing teams will still  need 
to guard him on the perimeter, 
opening more space for Bacot on 
the inside. 

Alternatively, high-low action with 
Bacot will give Nance a plethora of 
one-on-one opportunities to showcase 
his inside craft and footwork.

Seth Trimble, a first-year guard, 
brings impressive athleticism and 
confidence to UNC’s backcourt rotation. 
Trimble’s quick feet make him a capable 
on-ball defender, and, on the offensive 
end, the springy 6-foot-3 guard likes to 
attack the basket relentlessly.

In last season’s Final Four, Duke 
exploited the size advantage that 
guard Trevor Keels had over RJ Davis. 
Keels finished the game with 19 points, 
going 6-for-7 on 2-point field goals. 
Depending on the opponent, Hubert 
Davis might momentarily trade offense 
for defense by putting in Trimble for RJ 
Davis when the latter needs rest.

While first-year wing Tyler Nickel 
probably won’t see significant minutes 
in his rookie season, Nickel has 
particularly impressed from downtown 
in scrimmages and the exhibition game.

Similar to Trimble, Nickel — 
Virginia’s all-time leading high school 
scorer — appears to have no issues with 
confidence on the offensive end. But 
much like the other reserve players, 
Nickel will need to first demonstrate 
consistency on defense before breaking 
into the Tar Heels’ rotation. 

DTH/GURU BALAMURUGAN
A Leaky Black basketball t-shirt 
is pictured at Classic Carolina on 
Wednesday, Nov 2, 2022.

By Caroline Wills
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Nance, Trimble and 
Nickel highlight Tar 

Heel newcomers
By Daniel Wei

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @carolinewills03

Twitter: @danielhwei

Chapel Hill businesses 
and athletes both gain 

opportunities from deals
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UNC overcomes offensive woes against UNCW
SEASON OPENER

DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS
UNC junior guard, RJ Davis (4), dribbles the ball at the game against UNCW 
in the Dean Smith Center on Nov. 7, 2022. UNC won 69-56.

Four returning starters from 
a national runner-up doesn’ t 
guarantee anything — especially a 
seamless transition.

In North Carolina’s season opener 
against UNCW, a contest that saw the 
Tar Heels trudge their way to a 69-56 
victory, UNC showed how far it has to 
go to return to the sport’s biggest stage.

For the first time since 2015, North 
Carolina entered a season ranked 
atop the preseason polls. With the 
increased expectation came new buzz, 
most notably displayed by the nearly 
20,000 fans who packed inside the 
Dean E. Smith Center on Monday to 
create what many players described 
as an ‘ACC play-like environment.’ 

“I’m not going to lie, there were 
a little bit more people there than 
I expected to be,” fifth-year senior 
forward Leaky Black said. “I’m more 
accustomed to there (being fewer 
fans) out there on game one.”

Playing in his first game with 
North Carolina, graduate transfer 
forward Pete Nance voiced some 
of the same sentiments toward the 
electric crowd — namely the over 
four thousand students who scaled 
up the rafters of the Smith Center. 

”In the huddle I remember — right 
before the game during the starting 
lineups — I remember just not being 
able to stop smiling,” Nance said. 
“There was so much energy and so 
much adrenaline in the building that 
I’m just not used to at all.”

From the start, though, it was the 
Seahawks that seemed to come out 
with more energy. 

U N C W ’s  1 - 2 - 2  f u l l - c o u r t 
press slowed down the pace and 
created havoc for the Tar Heels in 
the backcourt, which helped the 
Seahawks open up an early 6-point 
lead. The Seahawks displayed 
similar attention to defense in half-
court sets, aggressively fighting 
through off-ball screens to stifle 
North Carolina’s horn set. 

“We kind of got a little bit 
stagnant in the first half,” junior 
guard RJ Davis said. “I looked up 
at halftime and saw we only had 
one assist from Armando and I was 
like, ‘We’ve got to change that.’”

To head coach Hubert Davis, 
UNC’s night-long struggles on offense 
came due to a plethora of factors. 

“I know we have a veteran group, 
but it was their first game,” he said. 
“I just felt like a lot of it was a result 
of a combination of being nervous 
and being anxious.”

Of course, there were still moments 
that showed why many believe this 
team has a chance to play in April.

RJ Davis sliced his way through 
the Seahawks’ defense and finished 
at the cup with an array of floaters. 
Caleb Love knocked down a patented 
stepback from distance, and Nance 

connected with Armando Bacot on 
a high-low set, giving the Tar Heels a 
vintage look and exemplifying the early 
development of UNC’s new frontcourt.

“I think it’s only going to continue to 
get better and better,” Nance said. “I’m 
going to continue to look for (Bacot) 
and continue to find him. I think he’s 
the best big man in the country.”

But whether it’s getting out-
rebounded and allowing 14 second-
chance points or dishing out a mere 
four assists — UNC’s lowest single-
game total since 1980 — North 
Carolina’s opening win certainly 
left more questions on the table 
than one may assume for the 
preseason No. 1 team.

Yet, the questions aren’t about 
whether this team has the pieces to 
replicate another deep postseason 
run. Rather, it’s when — or if — those 
pieces can all come together.

“Right now, it’d be shocking to 
me if we were the team that we’re 
going to be towards the end of the 
season,” Davis said. “(Tonight) 
gives us a really good baseline on 
things we need to improve on and 
get better at.”

The preseason No. 1 team 
played for a crowd of 

nearly 20,000 on Monday  

LOOKING AHEAD

Twitter: @evanr0gers

Highly touted opponents await Tar Heels 

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER
Then-sophomore guard Caleb Love (2) begins a possession during UNC 
basketball’s home game against Michigan on Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2021. 

UNC to face Ohio 
State, other Big 10 

powerhouses this season
By Hunter Nelson

Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com

By Evan Rogers
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @hunternelson_1

COLUMN

An open letter about our basketball coverage this season

I still remember getting the text 
almost two years ago.

Following a long day of covering 
a football press conference over 
winter break, former sports editor 

Jared McMasters reached out 
to me asking if I’d be interested 
in remotely covering the men’s 
basketball game against Iowa later 
that night. As I stared out my cold 
Michigan window with no other 
plans to consider, I thought the 
opportunity could be the move.

Since then, my coverage has 
taken me from the pandemic-safe 
choice of Stream East – although 
I’m not sure I should disclose that 
option for legal reasons – to the 
Dean Smith Center to Cameron 
Indoor Stadium to Brooklyn to 
New Orleans.  Through it  all , 
though, one constant remained the 
same – despite the brand name of 
UNC basketball, none of the teams 
I was following were supposed to 
accomplish anything meaningful. 

Yes, even last year’s group that 
knocked Coach K off in the Final 
Four. I’m sure even the bluest of 
blue-heart Tar Heel fans would say 

that group was playing with house 
money. But with UNC entering the 
season with a “championship or 
bust” mentality as the nation’s top 
team, I look forward to The Daily 
Tar Heel staff producing coverage 
that can document the journey 
and follow the storylines that 
encapsulate the team as a whole. 

Those that know me might call 
me a UNC cynic. Admittedly, I 
still chuckle when a friend uses 
the pronoun “we” when referring 
to the team in passing or takes 
a random cheap shot at a local 
school that wears red or dark 
blue. Yet each time I hear these 
remarks, I take pride in knowing 
I’m efficiently handling my duties 
as an objective storyteller.

In the past, I’d join the group of 
media members that would follow 
the same charades game in and 
game out. Exhausted players and 
coaches would toss out the generic 

phrase of “we’ve got to play better” 
or “we’ve got to fight harder,” and 
from there, I’d crank out a 640-
word piece on an Armando Bacot 
20-20 outing or breakdown the 
team’s poor shooting performance 
before calling it a night. 

This year, we hope to capitalize 
on the potential of the men’s and 
women’s teams to reverse these 
trends and deliver compelling 
narratives throughout the season. 
With extensive COVID protocols 
mostly halted, I’m excited for the 
DTH team to use our inside access 
to provide insightful stories that can 
analyze the team on a deeper level.

While the game-to-game coverage 
will look mostly the same, our team is 
aiming to tell stories that put the team’s 
outcomes into the greater context of 
the regular season. Although stories 
about Bacot’s dominance and Kennedy 
Todd-Williams’ versatility might seem 
redundant, our goal is to analyze the 

significance of these events as they 
attempt to push each team forward.

I’m still not a Tar Heel fan. If you 
talk to those who do this for a living, 
they’ll tell you that’s not supposed 
to be my job. When the men’s team 
fell short 20 minutes away from 
cutting down the natty nets in New 
Orleans, admittedly, my heart sank 
— not because my tears matched the 
color of the daytime sky, but because 
I knew our desk wouldn’t have the 
opportunity to provide the high-
quality championship coverage I 
know our community deserves. 

And now, although our end 
product rests solely on the shoulders 
of those between the lines, our 
sports team is chasing a softly-
labeled title of our own.

This week, we begin our own 
redemption tour, and I hope you’ll 
join us for the ride. 

By Hunter Nelson
Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @hunternelson_1

UNC beat the Wolverines in last 
year’s ACC/Big Ten Challenge and 
came away with a quality 72-51 win 
in the Smith Center. Though they 
struggled to start the season, Michigan 
rebounded impressively, narrowly 
falling to Villanova in the Sweet 16.

Michigan’s offensive game plan 
runs through junior big man Hunter 

Entering the new season ranked 
No. 1 in the AP Poll, the North 
Carolina men’s basketball team 
will face a challenging slate of non-
conference opponents looking to 
knock the Tar Heels off the top spot. 

Last year, the team’s non-conference 
slate featured a series of wins against 
non-Power Five opponents, but UNC 
struggled against some of the nation’s 
powerhouse programs – including an 
0-3 mark against Purdue, Tennessee 
and Kentucky.

After a run to the national 
championship game, the Tar Heels 
will look to improve its early-season 
play against several Big Ten teams 
and tough competition in the Phil 
Knight Invitational.

Here’s a look ahead to some of  
these contests.

After participating in the Hall 
of Fame Tipoff last season, the Tar 

Heels will travel to Portland to play 
the second rendition of the Phil 
Knight Invitational from Nov. 24-27.

When the Tar Heels last played 
in the event five years ago, the team 
advanced to the championship game 
before falling to Michigan State. 
While the Spartans will be one of 
the teams in the tournament this 
year, other quality programs will also 
provide challenging tests. 

Following a matchup against 
Portland, North Carolina will face 
either Iowa State or Villanova – 
two teams that had success in the 
NCAA Tournament last season. 
Other potential opponents include 
Alabama, UConn and Oregon, who 
are each looking to take the next 
step to national relevance.

Following the tournament, UNC 
will have little time to prepare for a 
tough road test at No. 13 Indiana on 
Nov. 30 in the ACC/Big Ten Challenge.

Under first-year head coach Mike 
Woodson, the Hoosiers posted a 21-14 
record and snapped the program’s 
five-year  NCAA Tournament 
drought before falling in the round of 
64. The team will return four starters 
from last season, including forward 
Trayce Jackson-Davis – a Preseason 

All-American who averaged 18.3 
points, 8.1 rebounds and 2.3 blocks 
in his junior year in Bloomington.

Assembly Hall is universally 
regarded as one of the most hostile 
road atmospheres in col lege 
basketball, so the game should provide 
the Tar Heels with added experience 
for tougher tests that lie ahead.

On Dec. 17, North Carolina will 
head to Madison Square Garden 
to take on Ohio State in another 
marquee matchup. 

The Tar Heels last faced the 
Buckeyes in 2019, when Ohio State 
came to Chapel Hill and picked up a 
convincing 74-49 win. The team will 
look for a different result in the CBS 
Sports Classic.

Ohio State has regularly flirted 
with top-25 status, and the Buckeyes 
have received 23 votes to be featured 
in this year’s preseason poll. Although 
the team lost key contributors Malaki 
Branham and E.J. Liddell to the NBA 
Draft, forward Zed Key will return to 
give the team a reliable post presence. 

The last non-conference test 
of the season will come on Dec. 
21, when the Tar Heels head to 
Charlotte to face Michigan in the 
inaugural Jumpman Invitational.

Dickinson, the 7-foot-1, two-time All-
Big Ten Selection. In his sophomore 
season, Dickinson led the team with 
18.6 points and 8.6 rebounds per game 
while also showing an impressive array 
of passing skills with 2.3 assists.

DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS
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DTH FILE/IRA WILDER
Then-sophomore guard Alyssa Ustby (1) opens a possession during the quarterfinals of the ACC Women’s Basketball 
Tournament against Virginia Tech at the Greensboro Coliseum. Virginia Tech won 87-80 in overtime.

On Aug. 17, USA Basketball 3x3’s 
Twitter account posted a video of 
UNC women’s basketball junior 
Alyssa Ustby achieving a feat she 
never once fully attempted in 
Carmichael Arena. 

Warming up in layup lines, the 
six-foot-one guard put the ball on 
the floor, took a few steps, and rose 
up for a dunk. 

“Dunking is something that my 
brothers have tried to encourage me to 
do ever since I was in middle school,” 

she said. “So, it was kind of cool that 
it came full circle at a USA Basketball 
event, getting to throw one down. But 
yeah, definitely something you can 
expect to see pretty soon here.”

However, her newly-improved 
hops are not the only thing Ustby 
will be bringing back to Chapel Hill.

In the past two months, Ustby 
competed for USA Basketball ’s 
U23 3x3 National  Team — a 
squad self-titled “The Goonies” — 
and was exposed to a new style of 
half-court basketball while facing 
some of the world’s most talented 
players. It’s one more notch on 
the belt  of  a  self-proclaimed 
“sports junkie” who credits her 
upbringing as a three-sport athlete 
to her versatility as UNC’s current 
starting small forward.

Ustby first  got on the USA 
Basketball radar after competing 

with teammates Kennedy Todd-
W i l l i a m s ,  A l e x a n d r a  Z e l ay a 
and Deja Kelly in Springfield, 
Massachusetts, at USA Basketball’s 
3x3 Nationals in May.

UNC head coach Courtney 
B a n g h a r t  r e c a l l e d  s e v e r a l 
committee members texting her 
during the games, impressed by 
how Ustby’s abilities translated to 
the 3x3 style of play.

“The game is fast and physical,” 
Banghar t  sa id .  “So  in  terms 
of someone that can guard all 
positions of play and all spots on 
the floor — the versatility with 
only three players — there’s so 
much more space.”

Eleven players  were  f lown 
to Miami in early August for 
the 2022 USA Basketball  3x3 
Women’s  U23 National  Team 
trials. For three days, the players 

participated in “two-a-days” — 
competing in 2-hour practices in 
the morning and evening. On the 
fourth day, the USA Basketball 
coaches announced the team.

Eventually, Ustby was announced 
as the sixth and final player named to 
USA Basketball’s initial roster for the 
team’s six U23 Nations League stops 
in the Americas.

“ I  would  compare  i t  to  a 
Bachelorette rose ceremony because 
we’re all sitting in a room lined up 
and the coach is naming one person 
at a time off the list,” Ustby said.

Ustby played a vital role in Team 
USA’s victory in the U23 Nations 
League Americas Conference 
tournament in the Dominican 
Republic and subsequent run in the 
FIBA 3x3 U23 Nations League Final 
in Romania. 

“Alyssa’s so quick and she reads 
off the ball really well,” Aaliyah 
Moore, a sophomore forward at 
Texas and one of Ustby’s teammates 
on the National Team, said. “So if I 
had it in my hand, she just knew 
when to cut, when to screen, when 
to get open. Her IQ is very, very up 
there. She knows what she’s doing.”

Fe l l o w  t e a m m a t e  M a d d y 
Siegrist ,  a  senior  for ward at 
Villanova and the 2022 Big East 
Player of the Year, said that Ustby 
did “a lot of the dirty work” for the 
team on defense — often matching 
up with the most skilled player on 
the opposing team. 

“Just having that confidence in 
her that she’s going to make it really 
difficult for whoever she’s guarding 
the entire possession,” Siegrist said. 
“You know you want to continue 
to play just as hard when someone 
plays that hard all the time.”

In Romania, Team USA fell to 
France, 21-18, in the semifinals of 
the FIBA 3x3 Women’s Series Final 
after an undefeated run in pool play. 

The final game illuminated one of 
the biggest lessons Ustby took away 
from her 3x3 experience — self-
coaching. She said that making mid-

game adjustments — especially on 
defense — was more difficult, as 3x3 
coaches are only available to discuss 
with players at halftime. 

If you ask Ustby’s teammate Eva 
Hodgson, who had to defend the 
junior during one-on-one drills 
over the summer, the Rochester, 
Minn. native brought back some 
new moves from abroad.

At one point during summer 
pract ices ,  Hodgson said  she 
approached Ustby after getting 
consistently scored on to tell the 
versatile 6-foot-1 guard how much 
she hated guarding her.

“I don’t want to play against her,” 
Hodgson said. “She can shoot the 
outside shot, she has an amazing 
pull-up (and) spin move, she 
rebounds the crap out of the ball 
and she’s up-and-down the floor. 
She’s all over the place and she 
takes pride in that.”

Aside from this 3x3 experience, 
Ustby’s teammates point to the 
effort she’s pouring into the weight 
room as something that will elevate 
the small forward’s game ahead of 
the 2022-2023 season. Kelly said 
that her competitiveness in team 
workouts stands out above the rest.

“When we do our jump tests, any 
test we have, she wants to be first,” 
Kelly said. “And she usually is.”

Ustby  i s  taking  this  same 
mentality and focus into the 
upcoming season, and she made it 
clear what the goals are for this year.

“Our  e xpec tat ion  and our 
goal for ourselves is a national 
championship,”  she said.  “So 
everything we do when it comes to 
nutrition, hydration, sleep, practice, 
lift, film sessions — everything we 
do is at a national championship 
level. We are demanding the best 
out of ourselves and our teammates 
and our coaches and we have this 
agreement that we’re going to hold 
each other accountable.”

By Shelby Swanson 
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

The junior brings 
versatility, self-coaching 

back to UNC squad

Alyssa Ustby reflects on USA 3x3 experience
INTERNATIONAL BASKETBALL

NEW PLAYER SPOTLIGHT

Twitter: @shelbymswanson

DTH FILE/ANDREW LAM
UNC first-year guard Paulina Paris (2) dribbles downcourt during the scrimmage at the Live Action Carolina 
Basketball event on Friday, Oct. 7, 2022, at the Dean Smith Center.

Twitter: @dthsports

By Kelly Baker
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

The guard looks to 
add valuable depth to 

12-person team

Paulina Paris enters season as sole first-year 

As the North Carolina women’s 
basketball team’s only true first-
year player, Paulina Paris has been 
thrown straight into the deep end 
this off-season.

The 5-foot-9-inch guard from 
Congers, N.Y. joins the Tar Heels as 
espnW’s No. 27 ranked player in the 
class of 2022. Paris averaged 22.9 
points per game in her final season at 
the Saddle River Day School and was 
selected to play in the 2022 Jordan 
Brand Classic.

As the only new member on 
UNC’s roster, Paris said she has 
worked to acclimate to the team’s 
established culture since workouts 
began in the summer.

“From a social standpoint, it’s been 
a little hard,” Paris said. “But (my 
teammates have) been very helpful in 
making me feel welcome.”

The young guard said Eva 
Hodgson, Kayla McPherson and 
Alexandra Zelaya have been key 
positive influences in her transition to 
the college game.

“It’s just been really great having 
those older girls to help me,” Paris said.

Paris said her new teammates 
helped set UNC apart from the other 
basketball programs she considered 
during her recruiting process. After 
Paris decommitted from Penn State in 
the summer of 2021, UNC head coach 

Courtney Banghart quickly honed in 
on her, and she made an official visit 
to North Carolina soon after. Paris said 
that the girls on the team — paired 
with the program’s potential and 
top coaching staff — influenced her 
decision to come to Chapel Hill.

Banghart said she wasn’t worried 
about bringing in a large recruiting 
class or reaching into the transfer 
portal ahead of the season. Rather, 
Paris will be joining redshirt first-year 
Teonni Key and redshirt senior Kayla 
McPherson — who both missed last 
season with injuries — to add depth 
in the backcourt. 

“Paris is a tough New York guard,” 
Banghart said at the ACC Tipoff 
last month. “A freshman who’s got 
incredible steadiness that I’ve liked.”

This is unlike the past two seasons’ 
recruiting classes, when Banghart 
brought in five first-years in 2020 and 
four in 2021.

Upon her arrival in Chapel Hill, 
Paris was assigned to be Hodgson’s 
mentee this season. Hodgson, a 
second-year grad-transfer from 
William & Mary, came to UNC last 
year to pursue her MBA and use her 
last two years of eligibility.

Hodgson said she and Paris 
bonded over their recent transitions 
to the program, and she said she’s 
loved the opportunity to help 
guide the young point guard as 
she acclimates to the fast-paced 
environment of college basketball.

“I just try to put myself in her 
shoes with how she is feeling with 
everything,” Hodgson said. “I try to 
speak encouragement to her and be 
there for her in practice, really just 

providing myself as a resource for her 
to lean on, because she doesn’t have 
another freshman to relate to.”

Paris said her situation has had 
its perks and drawbacks. Although 
she lacks another teammate her age 
to learn the ropes and relate to on a 
daily basis, the more individualized 
attention from her coaches and 
teammates has already helped her pick 
up drills more quickly and become a 
better overall player.

“The benefit of being the only 
freshman is that you have a lot of 
attention, and your coaches can really 
prioritize your development,” Banghart 
said. “I’ve been really impressed with 
Paulina’s day to day improvement. She’s 
shown incredible toughness just to play 
on a very good basketball team and to 
show her worth this early.”

Although being the sole member 
of UNC women’s basketball’s class of 
2026 has not been easy, Paris said she’s 

embraced the challenge and allowed it 
to make her a better person and player 
along the way. With a small roster of 12 
players, the Tar Heels will look to Paris 
this year and are excited to see what 
she will bring to the team.

“(To be the only first-year), it 
takes someone really special and 
takes someone okay with being 
uncomfortable,” Banghart said.
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Relentless drive propelling Kelly this season
of the team, which has already 

been beneficial.
“I  think Deja takes on the 

role of the challenger,” Banghart 
said. “Sometimes people that are 
challengers can run the risk of not 
being adored by their teammates. 
She doesn’ t worry about that. 
She worries about making sure 
that our team is competitive and 
relentless, and I think that people 
are really understanding that that 
comes from the right place for her.”

Kel ly  unders tands  success 
doesn’t come without adversity 
and recognizes that in order to get 
through hard times, you must dig 
deep. This is something that she 
herself has dealt with not all that 
long ago.

Last year,  Kelly started the 
year off hot but hit a cold spell at 
the beginning of conference play, 
failing to score in double-figures 
three games in a row. During 
this stretch, she shot only 5-38 
from the field and made just one 
3-point attempt. 

However, she was able to bounce 
back forcefully for the final half 
of regular and postseason play; 
she helped the team nearly upset 
eventual national champion South 
Carolina in the Tar Heels’ final 
game of the year.

She  credi ts  th is  abi l i ty  to 
respond to  her  res i l ient  and 

relentless mentality, something 
she strives to share with her 
teammates. Although she’s one of 
the leaders of the group, she is still 
learning lessons of her own.

“I try to instill that mentality 
in everyone. We all have the same 
goals at the end of the day and 
that’s winning,” Kelly said.

Kelly doesn’t only push the team 
— she also answers their questions 
and offers them valuable insight 
into the game.

“She’s someone that our entire 
team, not just any of us juniors, 
can turn to and ask her a question,” 
junior wing Alyssa Ustby said. “She’s 
just very knowledgeable about the 
game, and she knows what needs to 
be done in order to win, and that’s a 
huge part of our success.”

Kel ly  said  her  devotion to 
practicing and watching fi lm 
is a key component of her high 
basketball IQ. But on top of that, 
she credits the opportunity she has 
had to grow with her team for the 
past two seasons.

When Kelly entered her first year, 
she was accompanied by four other 
players who now comprise the core 
of the team. Since their arrival, 
the group has seen it all, from the 
pandemic to the new heights the 
program is trying to reach.

The five juniors have been able 
to foster a deep connection — one 
which has allowed them to play as 
a single formidable unit.

“They’ve all sort of been there 
with one another as they’ve been 
on this journey.” Banghart said. 
“They’ve also been on the highest 
of highs together and were critical 
pieces of our success. The sky’s the 
limit when they stay together.”

Looking ahead to the upcoming 
season,  Kel ly  bel ieves  that  a 
combination of the Tar Heels’ team 
unity and winning mentality will 
be the key to them achieving their 
lofty goals. And this year those 
goals mean a little bit more to her 
than in the past.

Kelly, a San Antonio native, said 
she would love to go home to Texas 
for the NCAA Final Four, which 
will be hosted in Dallas this year – 
just a four-hour drive from where 
she grew up.

“I think now, especially (with) the 
Final Four being in Dallas, I think 
that’s even more motivation for me 
personally because I know my whole 
family, my friends would all show up 
and show out to that,” Kelly said. 
“I think it’s definitely something 
everyone has dreamed of.”

Kelly has made it her goal to 
make sure that North Carolina 
does everything it is capable of 
to get to the Lone Star State in 
March, and has taken it upon 
herself to lead by example.

“I’m really, really gonna work to 
help us get there,” she said.

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER
Then-sophomore guard Deja Kelly (25) takes a shot during the quarterfinals 
of the ACC Women’s Basketball Tournament against Virginia Tech at the 
Greensboro Coliseum on Friday, March 4, 2022.

DTH FILE/ASHLYN RHYNE
Then-sophomore guard Deja Kelly (25) fights for the ball at the game 
against Miami on Saturday, Feb. 6, 2021, in Carmichael Arena.

“Deja is one of the fiercer competitors you’ll ever meet. Her level of 
competitiveness allows her to rise to the moment of the possession 

on either end of the ball.”
Courtney Banghart

Head Coach, UNC 

Continued from Page 1

Twitter: @PeaceGwen
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In her final season, Hodgson looks to lead
Last year’s “sixth starter”  
aims to play a key role 

for the Tar Heels
By Zachary Crain

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

DTH/MAKAYLA KEY
Then-redshirt junior Eva Hodgson takes the ball down the court against James Madison 
University on Dec. 5, 2021.

Even growing  up  wi th  s ix 
siblings, Eva Hodgson has always 
made her voice known.

“My older brothers will tell 
you I’ve always tried to boss other 
people around,” she said. “I think it’s 
something that has been ingrained in 
me from the get-go. I also just have 
one of the bigger personalities in my 
family, and I’m naturally just always 
comfortable with voicing things.” 

Now in her final year as a member 
of the North Carolina women’s 
basketball program, Hodgson’s voice 
has helped guide her to a key role for 
a team aspiring to keep dancing late 
into March this year. 

“She’s a great cheerleader for her 
teammates,” head coach Courtney 
Banghart said. “She champions 
their success, she builds individual 
connections with them, she’s 
incredibly vocal so she can say 
things to people directly, she can say 
things in mass and she’s our most 
vocal in practice on a daily basis.”

Finding a home

Hodgson always dreamed of 
playing at the highest level of 
women’s college basketball. 

After two years at William & Mary 
— where she set the single-season 
scoring record in her sophomore 
season — COVID-19 hit, and Hodgson 
decided to sit out in 2020, leaving her 
with two years of eligibility and the 

opportunity to move to a nationally 
competitive program.

As soon as Banghart reached out, 
Hodgson had people in her ear telling 
her she had to go play for the fellow 
New Hampshire native. 

Aside  from the hometown 
connection, Hodgson said UNC had 
everything she wanted, including a 
strong MBA program, a team filled 
with potential and, perhaps most 
importantly, community. 

“I was searching for any wrong 
thing with Carolina,” Hodgson 
said. “I was like ‘Please, just tell me 
something that is terrible,’ like there 
has to be something that’s wrong 
with this place because no one had 
anything bad to say,” she said.

‘Definitely an adjustment’

Hodgson has spent much of her 
basketball career in transition — 
transferring to the New Hampton 
School during her high school career 
and then to UNC in college — but the 
driving traits that make her special 
have remained constant. 

She always finds a way to lead and 
succeed in her on-court role — no 
matter how different it may be from 
her previous experiences. At William 
& Mary, Hodgson started in all 60 
games she appeared in. Last year, she 
had to learn how to come off of the 
bench for the first time. 

“ I t  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  a n 
adjustment,” Hodgson said. “But 
as the year went on, I saw how 
important it was for my energy to 
come off the bench. Because your 
team can start in any way, but then 
to have somebody who can come in 
and provide stability, energy and a 
voice for everyone who’s still in is 
really important.” Twitter: @zachycrain

D e s p i t e  t h e  i n i t i a l  s h i f t , 
Hodgson adjusted quickly. Filling 
a variety of roles whenever needed, 
she finished the season averaging 
9.1 points and shooting over 35 
percent from beyond the arc. 

Banghart said that rather than a 
sixth player, the Tar Heels considered 
Hodgson — a captain last season — as 
the team’s sixth starter. 

“Just speaking about Eva in general, 
she’s done a lot of the things that we’ve 
asked her to do and she’s done it her 
way,” Banghart said. “She’s got an 
enormous amount of respect from her 
teammates in the way that she does it.”

‘See each other as family’

With Carlie Littlefield — a captain 
and a starter from last year — leaving 
North Carolina’s ranks, Hodgson’s 
voice and versatile skillset are only 
likely to become more important. 

“She’s made a huge impact ever 
since she got here, just being that 
voice of encouragement,” junior guard 
Deja Kelly said. “She’s made a huge 
impact on us in that way and a bunch 
of other ways as well.” 

As Hodgson’s playing career winds 
to an end, Banghart noted the redshirt 
senior is facing “athletic mortality” — 
a phrase she uses to describe a sense 
of urgency for players nearing the end 
of their time on the court. 

In her final year, Hodgson intends 
to leave a legacy in Chapel Hill, one 
defined by a simple principle: passion. 

“That’s the kind of culture that I 
would like to leave,” Hodgson said. 
“Getting to a place where you see each 
other as family, where you know that 
you would do anything for them and 
they would do anything for you.”

Chapel Hill, University Place

FlyingBiscuit.com

Delivery | Carry Out | Catering

Join our Biscuit Blast email!
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SEASON SCHEDULE

UNC looks ahead to challenging 2022-23

DTH FILE/JEROME IBRAHIM
The UNC women’s basketball team puts their tag on the Sweet 16 spot after winning the second round of the NCAA Tournament against 
University of Arizona in Tucson, Arizona, on Saturday, March 21, 2022.

With nine top-25 matchups on the 
horizon, the No. 12 North Carolina 
women’s basketball  team will 
certainly face its fair share of quality 
competition this season.

From trekking to Indiana’s 
raucous Assembly Hall to facing a 
loaded Louisville team looking to 
avenge a loss from last season, head 
coach Courtney Banghart and her 
core of juniors are set to face perhaps 
their toughest slate of opponents yet. 

With the season soon set to 
begin, the team is set to partake in a 
number of marquee games.

The first game of the season is 
on Nov. 9 at home against Jackson 
State. Then, the Tar Heels will play 
TCU, South Carolina State and James 
Madison before facing No. 20 Oregon 
for the Phil Knight Invitational in 
Oregon on Thanksgiving.

After a brief hiatus,  North 
Carolina will head to Bloomington to 
take on No. 11 Indiana in the ACC/
Big Ten Challenge on Dec. 1.

Following home matchups against 
UNCW, Wofford and South Carolina 
Upstate, the Tar Heels finish up their 
non-conference slate in Charlotte in 
the Jumpman Invitational against 
Michigan on Dec. 20.

From there, the competition 
increases in both difficulty and 
frequency as ACC play begins. 
UNC plays Florida State at home 
on Dec. 29. A few days later, North 
Carolina will travel to Blacksburg 
to face No. 13 Virginia Tech.

The Hokies eliminated UNC 
from the ACC Tournament last year 
in an overtime thriller, although 
Virginia Tech hardly received any 
minutes from ACC Player of the 
Year Elizabeth Kitley. Although last 
season’s top 3-point shooting team 
in the ACC won’t return leading 
sharpshooter Aisha Sheppard, 
UNC will have to prevent capable 
shooters Georgia Amoore and 
Cayla King from heating up.

After a quick trip down to Miami 
on Jan. 5, North Carolina’s next 
ranked conference matchup is against 
No. 9 Notre Dame at home on Jan. 
8. The Tar Heels narrowly lost to the 
Fighting Irish last season in South 
Bend, when Notre Dame guard Dara 
Mabrey torched UNC for 24 points 
and shot 6-13 from downtown. 

Mabrey and key contributors 
Maddy Westbeld and Sonia Citron are 
three returning standouts UNC needs 
to watch out for against the Fighting 
Irish. After playing Notre Dame, North 
Carolina heads to Charlottesville to 
play Virginia on Jan. 12.

It will be interesting to see how 
the Tar Heels fare in their two rivalry 
matchups with No. 10 N.C. State on 
Jan. 15 and Feb. 16. UNC dropped 
both contests last year, but the N.C. 
State was led by center Elissa Cunane, 

guard Kai Crutchfield and forward 
Kayla Jones — none of whom return 
for the Wolfpack this year.

Nevertheless, N.C. State returns 
guard Diamond Johnson and wing 
Jakia Brown-Turner, both big scorers 
for the Wolfpack that will draw the 
most attention on defense. Four 
days after playing N.C. State, the 
Tar Heels have another rivalry game 
against Duke in Carmichael Arena.

UNC will then play Georgia Tech 
at home, Pitt and Clemson on the 
road and Virginia at home before 
facing No. 7 Louisville in Kentucky.

Last year, the Tar Heels upset 
then-No. 3 Louisville by one point in 
Carmichael Arena, which propelled 
them into the national spotlight. On 
Feb. 5, the Cardinals, led by First-
Team All-ACC guard Hailey Van Lith, 
will get their chance for revenge.

However, Louisville won’t return 
two-way star forward Emily Engstler, 
so expect UNC junior wing Alyssa 
Ustby to make a bigger impact for 
this year’s matchup. 

The Tar Heels’ last ranked game 
is at home against Virginia Tech 
on Feb. 23 and the regular season 
concludes on Feb. 26 at Duke.

Tar Heels to partake in 
a number of marquee 

matchups this year
By Daniel Wei

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @danielhwei

GAME PREVIEW KEY PLAYER

Three keys for Tar Heels in 
opener against Jackson State

DTH/NICK PACINI
UNC sophomore guard Deja Kelly (25) drives the ball into the paint during a home women’s 
basketball game against Duke on Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022, at Carmichael Arena.

The No. 12 North Carolina 
women’s basketball team looks to 
start the season 1-0 as it faces off 
against Jackson State on Wednesday.

After a successful 2021-2022 
season, UNC plans to get back into 
the NCAA Tournament and build 
on its first Sweet 16 appearance in 
seven years. In order to start the 
season off on a momentous note, 
the Tar Heels first have to handle 
the Tigers of the Southwestern 
Athletic Conference.

The Tigers are coming off a 
23-7 season with an undefeated 
conference record. They won the 
SWAC Tournament Championship 
for the second consecutive year, 
earning themselves a bid to the 
NCAA Tournament before losing in 
the first round to LSU.

The Tar Heels finished last season 
with a 25-7 overall record and went 
13-5 in conference play. UNC had 
defining regular season victories 
against Louisville, Duke and Wake 
Forest before narrowly falling to 
eventual national champion South 
Carolina in the NCAA Tournament.

It is critical that the Tar Heels 
start the season with plenty of 
momentum going into conference 
play, as numerous ACC powerhouse 
opponents await the team.

The Tar Heels averaged slightly 
under six 3-point field goals a game 
last season, with an overall clip of 31.3 
percent. With almost all of its offensive 
weapons returning to the roster, UNC 
has massive potential to capitalize on 
its outside shooting this season.

Junior guard Deja Kelly and 
redshirt senior guard Eva Hodgson 
accounted for 96 of the Tar Heels’ 
180 three-point field goals last 
season. First-year guard Paulina 
Paris also has the chance to make 
an impact behind the arc, as she 
totaled 80 triples last season at 
Saddle River Day School.

Last  season,  Jackson State 
finished with 130 total 3-point 
makes, with senior guard Dayzsha 
Rogan leading the way with 44 
such field goals on the year. Juniors 
Miya Crump and Keshuna Luckett 
both returned to the roster for the 
Tigers this season, meaning all 
three leaders in 3-point field goals 
for Jackson State can threaten the 
Tar Heels on Wednesday.

The Tigers were one of the best 
teams in the SWAC in terms of 
limiting turnovers last season, 
t r a i l i n g  o n l y  A r k a n s a s - P i n e 
Bluff for the lowest mark in the 
conference.  UNC was equally 
productive in taking care of the 
basketball, as the team ranked 
third-best in the ACC with just 
under 14 turnovers per game.

With both teams playing a smart 
brand of basketball, it will be up 
to the Tar Heels to bring stout 
defensive pressure to frustrate the 
Tigers’ offense with the hopes of 
coming out on top on Wednesday.

The Tar Heels finished second in 
the ACC for offensive rebounds per 
game last season, averaging just 
over 14 per game. With a massive 
paint presence coming from junior 
forward Anya Poole and versatile 
junior wings Alyssa Ustby and 
Kennedy Todd-Williams, the Tar 
Heels have a great opportunity to 
create additional offensive plays 
from tap-outs and put-backs.

Jackson State finished first in 
the SWAC in offensive rebounding, 
averaging over 16 per game. The 
Tar Heels need to effectively block 
out  Jackson State’s  for wards 
and create overwhelming paint 
pressure through their star players.

If the Tar Heels can convert on 
these three keys, they will have a 
good chance to start the season 
1-0 with substantial momentum 
to boost them through the rest of 
their non-conference schedule.  

UNC will begin its 
season against the 

Tigers on Wednesday
By Jarrett Kidd

Staff Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @j_kidd03

McPherson sidelined 
to start season 

Kayla McPherson has yet to play a 
game for the North Carolina women’s 
basketball team, but the sidelines don’t 
stop her from putting into practice a 
lesson she learned from her Amateur 
Athletic Union coach, Chad Hubbard 
— be the loudest person in the gym.

“Imma be loud,” McPherson said. 
“Imma be that energy.”

McPherson spent all of last 
season recovering from a knee injury 
suffered in high school. On Oct. 10, 
the team announced that she would 
miss at least the nonconference 
portion of the upcoming season 
due to a different lower-body injury 
sustained in practice.

Despite these injuries, head coach 
Courtney Banghart and teammates 
Deja Kelly and Kennedy Todd-
Williams cited the redshirt first-year 
as a player that will surprise some 
people when she returns, just a day 
after UNC broke the news about 
McPherson at the 2022 ACC Tipoff. 

Junior forward Alexandra Zelaya 
said the former McDonald’s All-
American’s athleticism is so freakish 
that it can only be felt by seeing 
her in person. According to Zelaya, 
McPherson first arrived in Chapel 
Hill injured, but could still jump 
higher and run faster than everyone.

Zelaya also described McPherson 
as a quarterback who sees passes 
no one else considers as an option. 
She also draws inspiration from the 
redshirt first-year’s dedication.

“The biggest thing that she’s taught 
me is intent,” Zelaya said. “If you’re 
tired, just make sure you’re extra 
intentional with everything that you 
do. She really focuses on the details.”

Still, major injuries can put an 
athlete’s motivation through the 

wringer of self-doubt and negativity. 
“You get to a point where you start 

to feel better physically and you can 
do things and you’ve got the bad 
cop like me saying, ‘Nope, you’re 
not allowed to do that yet,’” Jodi 
Schneider, the head athletic trainer 
of UNC women’s basketball, said.

Schneider described McPherson 
as the most explosive athlete she 
has worked with in her 16 years as 
a trainer. Explosiveness, however, is 
tricky to build back.

Schneider  applauded head 
strength and conditioning coach 
Caleb Krueger for his efforts to 
restore McPherson’s athleticism. 
She also credited McPherson’s 
undeterred work ethic as “very rare.”

“She trusted the process even 
though at times I’m sure that she 
didn’t think the process was ever 
going to work out,” Schneider said.

McPherson suffered her first 
injury during her senior season of 
high school, at a time when COVID-
19 restrictions limited physical 
therapy appointments. 

While McPherson admits that 
the recovery period was rough, 
she said that watching from the 
sidelines allows her to expand what 
she’s looking for on the court — past 
dribbling, shooting and layups and 
into the Xs and Os.

“Now, it’s about angles, it’s about 
how you move — change in direction, 
change of pace — and when to do 
those things,” McPherson said.

Through difficult circumstances, 
McPherson has managed to maintain 
her work ethic and discover new things 
about herself. Has her recent setback 
changed her mindset? Not at all.

“Sadly, and lucky for me, I’ve 
been through it once, so I know 
what needs to be done during this 
rehab,” McPherson said. “Yeah, it’s 
sad. Who wants to just be injured? 
I came here to play basketball. But 
my mindsets are the same. I’m here 
to work. Imma get back.”

Team announced 
redshirt first-year to miss 

nonconference slate
By Twumasi Duah-Mensah

Staff Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dmtwumasi
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Davis builds dynamic backcourt

DTH/KENNEDY COX
Then-junior guard Caleb Love (2) prepares to make a free throw during the 
exhibition game against JCSU at the Dean Smith Center on Friday, Oct. 28, 
2022. UNC beat JCSU 101-40.

Scholarship guards aim 
to build on last
 season’s success 

By Emory Lyda
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @emorylyda41

Men’s wings show depth

Big men hope to stay productive

DTH/KENNEDY COX

Then-junior forward Armando Bacot (5) attempts to power by a defender 
during the NCAA championship game against Kansas in New Orleans on 
Monday, April 4, 2022. UNC lost  72-69.

By Ben McCormick
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

UNC has a well-known 
cast of players hoping to 

make an impact

Leaky Black

Black is one of four returning 
starters for UNC, and the 6-foot-9 
graduate was the defensive heartbeat 
of the Tar Heels last season. He was 
just the sixth Tar Heel to ever reach 
500 career points, 400 rebounds, 
200 assists, 100 steals and 50 blocks 
in their collegiate career.

Now, in his fifth season, Black 
will resume his leadership role, as 
his gritty play should serve as an 
example for the young players on 
the team.

Puff Johnson

Johnson is no longer simply 
known as the younger brother of 
Cameron Johnson — a former 
First-Team All-ACC player at UNC 
in 2019 and current Phoenix Sun —  
after making a name for himself 
during the Tar Heels’ Final Four 
run last season.

As the projected sixth man to 
the Tar Heels’ famous “Iron Five,” 
after averaging just 3.1 points per 
game last year, he will look to 
increase his scoring in an expand-
ed role this season.

Justin McKoy

The 6-foot-8 transfer from 
Virginia was one of the only Tar Heels 
to play off the bench in a small rota-
tion last season. Now a senior, McKoy 
looks to provide relief for Black and 
starting forward Pete Nance.

Dontrez Styles

Styles played a major role in 
the team’s second-round NCAA 
Tournament win against top-seed-
ed Baylor, as he scored nine points 
and recorded two steals in UNC’s 
overtime victory.

As a sophomore, Styles looks to 
earn more minutes and work on his 
consistency as an effective three-
point threat.

Tyler Nickel

The only major new face on the 
wing for the Tar Heels will be first-
year Tyler Nickel. The 6-foot-7 first-
year even garnered a pair of votes 
from media members projecting 
him to win ACC Preseason Rookie 
of the Year.

Twitter: @BenMcC33

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER

By Brendan Lunga
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

The Tar Heels squad 
sits at the top of 

preseason rankings 

Twitter: @dthsports

UNC graduate forward Leaky Black (1) dribbles the ball during the exhibition 
game against JCSU at the Dean Smith Center on Friday, Oct. 28, 2022. UNC beat 
JCSU 101-40.

Banghart directs motion offense 

DTH FILE/ANNA CONNORS
Then-junior guard Eva Hodgson (10) prepares to move past a defender 
during the game against Virginia Tech at Carmichael Arena on Jan. 9th, 2022. 
UNC won 71-46.

Women’s team sets 
sights on March 

Madness contention 

By Twumasi Duah-Mensah 
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Deja Kelly

Kelly led the team with 16.5 
points per game last season and is 
expected to be the team’s primary 
ball handler this year. Kelly was 
recently named to the Nancy 
Lieberman Award watch list, an 
honor that awards the top point 
guard in women’s college basketball.

T h o u g h  n o t  a  t r a d i t i o n a l 
facilitator like Littlefield, Kelly 
regularly beats defenders off the 
dribble and is a triple-threat 
attacker from the paint, mid-
range and deep. UNC will look to 
Kelly to create shots for herself off 
the pick-and-roll.

She made leaps in her shooting 
ability from her first to second year 
with the team, and has solidified 
herself as one of the team’s biggest 
threats from behind the arc.

Eva Hodgson

A spark-plug who Banghart called 
the “sixth starter” of last season’s team, 
Hodgson may land a true starting role 
this year.

Hodgson is highly mobile and 
can look for the pass out of the pick 
and roll or use her strength and 
speed to attack the rim. 

A tireless mover off the ball, 
Hodgson was second only to Kelly 
in 3-point percentage last season. 

Kayla McPherson

Perhaps the purest form of 
facilitator will come from redshirt 
first-year Kayla McPherson. An 
explosive athlete with an eye for 
passes no one else can see, the 
McDonald’s All-American and 
former top-15 recruit will miss at 

least the non-conference portion of 
the schedule, but is still expected 
to crack the rotation when healthy.

Paulina Paris

First-year Paulina Paris has the 
promise to develop into a dangerous 
pick-and-roll scorer and shooter.

She’s someone Banghart said will 
bring her unique “New York flair” to 
the game, and Todd-Williams said 
can “shoot the lights out”. Head fakes, 
misdirection, hesitation moves, jab 
steps — Paris is unpredictable on the 
drive and is not afraid to shoot threes 
off the dribble.

Ariel Young

Redshirt senior Ariel Young, coming 
back from an injury that sidelined her 
in the 2021-2022 season, adds 3-point 
shooting and some of the best on-ball 
defense on the roster. Young also adds 
a veteran presence to the team, which 
overwhelmingly consists of juniors and 
underclassmen.

Twitter: @dmtwumasi

Women’s wings set to impress

Familiar faces return to frontcourt

DTH FILE/SAURYA ACHARYA

Then-sophomore forward Anya Poole (31) looks for an open pass during the 
quarterfinals of the ACC Women’s Basketball Tournament against Virginia 
Tech at the Greensboro Coliseum. Virginia Tech won 87-80 in overtime.

By Sydney Beyer
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Tar Heels have three 
versatile underclassmen 

on the roster

Alyssa Ustby

After being named to the All-
ACC Second Team as a sophomore, 
Ustby enters this season with high 
expectations. In October, she was 
named to the watchlist for the Cheryl 
Miller Award, an honor given annually 
to the nation’s best small forward.

Standing at 6 feet and 1 inch, Ustby 
can do it all for the Tar Heels, scoring 
from everywhere on the floor and 
guarding all positions. Last season, 
Ustby was second on the team in scoring 
with 12.9 points per game and averaged 
a team-high 8.6 rebounds per game.

Kennedy Todd-Williams

Todd-Williams’ scoring improved 
greatly as a sophomore, nearly 
doubling her average from her first 
year and ranking third on the team 
with 10.8 points per game.

In UNC’s second-round win over 
Arizona, Todd-Williams scored a 
career-high 19 points and added five 
assists and three steals. Throughout 
her two seasons at UNC, she has 
made her mark with 486 career 
points, 303 rebounds, 113 assists, 64 
steals and 21 blocks.

Teonni Key

After suffering an ACL injury 
during a preseason scrimmage last 
year, redshirt first-year Teonni Key 
looks to make an impact for the team.

Key was a highly-touted recruit 
entering her first season at UNC. As 

a 6-foot-4 forward, Key will make her 
name immediately known at the wing 
position. Her strong ball handling and 
shooting skills makes her a unique asset 
to the Tar Heels.

Destiny Adams

Destiny Adams made her mark 
during her first year at UNC, 
appearing in 28 of the 32 games 
last season. Standing at 6 feet and 3 
inches, Adams provided valuable size 
off the bench.

During the UNC Live Action 
scrimmage, Adams flashed the ability 
to be a potent shooter, making all 
three of her baseline jumpers. If she 
continues to show improvement, 
Adams could earn herself more play 
time as a sophomore.

Twitter: @sydneybeyer

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER

Anya Poole

The Tar Heels’ front court is led 
by junior Anya Poole, who started 
all 32 games last season. In those 
32 starts, the 6-foot-2 forward 
av e r a g e d  7. 5  p o i n t s  a n d  6 . 5 
rebounds per game. She finished 
the season ranked eleventh in the 
ACC in total rebounds and second 
on the team in rebounds per game, 
behind junior Alyssa Ustby.

In the second round of the NCAA 
Tournament last year, Poole scored 
eight points while going 4-5 from the 
field against Arizona. She also pulled 

down six rebounds, which helped the 
Tar Heels’ come away with a 63-45 
win over the Wildcats.

Alexandra Zelaya

When Poole got into early foul 
trouble against South Carolina in 
the Sweet 16, it was junior forward 
Alexandra Zelaya who stepped in 
and scored a career-high 10 points. 
Zelaya shot 4-6 from the field and 
also grabbed two rebounds in 
UNC’s narrow loss.

Zelaya averaged 1.8 points and 
2.1 rebounds per game coming 
off of the bench in 28 total games 
during the 2021-2022 season. She 
was a force on the boards last year, 
posting six-rebound games against 
Appalachian State, Syracuse and 
Notre Dame.

After her performance at the 
end of the season, Zelaya’s usage 
and minutes will be something 

to  look  out  for  this  year  –  and 
something North Carolina hopes 
she can replicate.

Malu Tshitenge

Malu Tshitenge is the lone senior 
forward on the team this year and will 
look to use her experience to help the 
team. Tshitenge has seen a reduced role 
on the team after a breakout first season 
in 2019, coming off the bench full-time 
last season.

The 6-foot-3 forward played in 26 
games, averaging 2.2 points and 1.9 
rebounds.

In her senior year, Tshitenge will 
aim to provide leadership and depth 
to an experienced Tar Heels’ squad 
with high expectations.

By Matthew Maynard
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Players shoot for 
consistency, expanded 

range on the court

Twitter: @mdmaynard74

Then-sophomore guard Alyssa Ustby (1) prepares to pass the ball at the 
game against Virginia at Carmichael Arena on Jan. 20 2022. The Tar Heels 
beat the Cavliers 61-52.

Armando Bacot

With a historic NCAA Tournament 
run behind him, Bacot easily could 
have declared for the NBA Draft and 
reached the sport’s summit. Instead, 
he believed there was unfinished 
business in Chapel Hill and decided 
to stay for one final season.

He has led the Tar Heels in 
scoring and rebounding over 
the last two seasons. His inside 
presence was the catalyst for 
their success last year, and the 
main reason for their plus-eight 
rebounding differential in the 
NCAA tournament.

Bacot has played with junior guards 
Caleb Love and RJ Davis for two years 
and graduate wing Leaky Black for 
three, and this familiarity should only 
improve his production.

Pete Nance

Nance has improved in almost every 
statistical measure over his four years 
at Northwestern, setting a career-high 
in points per game, blocks per game, 
total rebounds and assists per game 
last season. He elevated his shooting 
ability to a new stratosphere, as his 
45.2 three-point percentage was almost 
nine points better than his junior 
season.

Nance should also make an impact 
through his playmaking ability. He excels 
at the top of the key, creating space for 
the guards through various pick plays. 
He should form a potent connection with 
Love and Davis and thrive on pick-and-
pops and pick-and-rolls all season.

Jalen Washington

When Washington committed to 
UNC back in July of 2021 as a five-
star and top-25 national recruit, the 
future seemed bright for the Gary, 
Ind. native. But by the end of the 
summer, he was in surgery for a torn 
ACL and has not played competitive 
basketball since.

While he may have missed his 
senior season in high school, Davis 
has not lost any confidence in him, 
calling Washington “the best shooting 
big coming out of high school that I’ve 
ever seen.”

Davis said he is to be cleared for 
all basketball activity by the end 
of September, but Washington has 
only seen limited 5-on-5 action 
during practice. His return will be a 
significant addition to the bench unit. 

Caleb Love

Last season, then-junior Love 
raised his scoring by over five 
points per game. More importantly, 
h e  w a s  a b l e  t o  d ra m at i c a l l y 
improve his three-point shooting 
— converting 36 percent of his 
triples in year two compared to 
under 27 percent in year one — 
and reduced his turnovers while 
maintaining his assist rate.

Love was able to dramatically 
improve his three-point shooting 
— converting 36 percent of his 
triples in year two compared to 
under 27 percent in year one — 
and reduced his turnovers while 
maintaining his assist rate.

This year, Love will look to improve 
his finishing at the rim and continue 
to make strides defensively.

RJ Davis

The New York native is coming off a 
season where he averaged 13.5 points, 
3.6 assists and just over four rebounds 
per game. Crucially, Davis raised his 
three-point efficiency from his first 
year in the program, going from 
32.3 percent in as a first-year to 36.7 
percent last season, while also taking 
4.6 attempts from deep per game as 
opposed to 3.4 per game last year.

He will likely have a similar role 
in splitting lead ball handler duties 
with Love this year, and should factor 
heavily into UNC’s offensive plans 
as both a high-level shooter and a 
primary facilitator for the offense.

D’Marco Dunn

D e s p i t e  p l a y i n g  s p a r i n g l y 
last  season — with his  longest 
a p p e a r a n c e  t o p p i n g  o ff  a t  1 1 

minutes against Boston College — 
but with a full offseason to develop 
his game, there is reason to believe 
the former consensus four-star 
prospect will have a bigger role in 
UNC’s team this season.

Seth Trimble

Trimble comes into the UNC 
program as a consensus four-star 
prospect out of Wisconsin. While 
finding consistent playing time 
may be difficult as a first-year, 
Trimble has a ton of potential as 
a primary ball handler due to his 
burst, playmaking and developing 
shot.

The 6-foot-3 guard won a gold 
medal as part of the USA’s U18 
National Team in the 2022 FIBA 
U18 America’s Championship, and 
will look to continue that success 
as he joins the already loaded 
backcourt in Chapel Hill.



Sponsored monthly by Bob Young ‘57 in honor of his wife, Pat, 
and the 1957 UNC National Championship basketball team.

Aryani Pallerla is from Apex, North Carolina and currently lives in 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina. She is a senior at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she studies Neuroscience, Chemistry, 
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in fourth grade and got back into poetry during high school. She plans 
to graduate in May 2023 with her Minor in Creative Writing. In her free 
time, she enjoys spending time with friends and family, drinking chai, 

going candle shopping, meditation, and yoga.

Ammamma’s Silence 
When the doctors took away her illness,
they took away her voice.
Illness gives power, to silence,

she could speak,
and say she was in pain.
In the white bed, her black curly hair

tangled and messy on the floral pillow,
she could tell my mother she
did not like how big the needle was,

and my mother could rub her feet gently, and tell her it would be okay.
I could stand, six years old and bright-eyed,
rubbing her feet with my small hands, worrying

I could make them colder in the heat.
It was the first time we almost lost her and would not be the last.
I thought death would be flowers in a meadow,

the earth closing like a door.
I thought losing her would bring me peace.
Deadbolt sliding into place,

and a fall of wind out of her lungs,
into mine.
Instead, she refused to go,

looking at me with those brown eyes that did not track the frantic voices,
foreign discourse she chose to not understand.
What will you become? she levels at me, gently.

I can see the universe move through her eyes,
dirt in her pupils, a mirror.

I am yours, I say back,
to the silence.

By Aryani Pallerla
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Town awaits results of soil testing for coal ash 

DTH/NATALIE PEOPLES
The Chapel Hill Police Department is pictured on Friday, Oct. 7, 2022.

The Town of Chapel Hill is currently 
awaiting the results of a recent soil 
sampling test performed at 828 Martin 
Luther King Jr Blvd., according to 
Chapel Hill Mayor Pam Hemminger.

The test was performed by Hart 
& Hickman, an environmental 
consulting firm that has worked with 
the Town since the discovery of coal 
ash on the site in 2013.

Hemminger said the Chapel Hill 
Town Council is still interested in 
having its municipal services center, 
police station and other departments 
at the location, although it will 
discuss the sampling results before 
taking any steps forward.

However, she said the Town is 
not currently considering building 
housing on the site.

A risk assessment report from 
Hart & Hickman released on Oct. 
7, 2021, indicated that risk levels at 
the site were acceptable for future 
residents, non-residential workers, 
construction workers and users of 
the nearby greenway.

However,  Safe Housing for 
Chapel Hill, a group that describes 

Chapel Hill is sampling 
the land under its police 

headquarters 
By Samuel Long

Assistant City & State Editor
city@dailytarheel.com

themselves as committed to safe, 
affordable and environmentally just 
housing, believes Hart & Hickman 
failed to provide the Town with a 
complete assessment of health risks 
caused by coal ash.

Avner Vengosh, a distinguished 
professor of environmental quality 
at Duke University, said his student 
Gordon Williams conducted a study 
on the contents of the coal ash on the 
site after his group was invited to test 
the area by Chapel Hill Town Council 
Member Adam Searing.

The report, which was released in 
September by researchers from Duke 
University and Appalachian State 
University, collected samples of the 
soil and used physical observations, 
optical point counting analysis and 
trace element analyses to study them.

The concentrations of toxic metals 
in the site’s coal ash were discovered 
to be 10 to 30 times the baseline soil 
concentrations in North Carolina.

The chemicals in the coal ash 
also exceeded the EPA’s threshold 
guidelines for ecological standards, 
which may pose  human and 
environmental health concerns, 
according to the study.

Vengosh spoke at a September 
panel hosted by Safe Housing for 
Chapel Hill, where he explained 
both the report and the dangers of 
coal ash in residential areas.

“Coal ash is not defined as a 
hazardous waste, but by all means 
of scientific criteria, it is hazardous 
material — it cannot be part of our 
life,” he said during the panel.

Over the past 30 years, scientists 
have also found that people living in 
close proximity to coal-fired power 
plants had higher rates of all-cause 
and premature mortality, according 
to a study that Dr. Julia Kravchenko, 
an associate professor of surgery at 
Duke University, contributed to.

The study, which included an 
analysis of 113 peer-reviewed 
articles on the subject, found 
the elevated health risk may be 
associated with exposure to air 
pollutants from plant emissions and 
a spectrum of radioactive isotopes 
and heavy metals in coal ash.

The study suggested more studies 
on the health impacts of coal-fired 
power plants in North Carolina to 
profile the severity of cumulative 
impacts of different air, water and 
soil contaminants.

Kravchenko, who also spoke at the 
September panel, said the coal ash at 
828 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. should 
be removed before further development.

“The ground, the surface, should 
be clean,” she said. “Before doing 
something — a playground, an 
apartment complex or just some rest 
area — everything should be removed.”

She said the issue is that there are 
still not many studies in communities 
located near areas at a higher risk 
of coal ash exposure. The waste 
has very different version-specific 
components based on geographic 
area, she added.

Because of this, it is important to 
test a specific area’s soil and look at 
its contaminants to make projections 

about how it would impact the 
health of surrounding communities, 
Kravchenko explained.

H e m m i n g e r  s a i d  H a r t  & 
Hickman deemed digging up 
the coal ash and transporting it 
elsewhere hazardous to the health 
and safety of community members. 
Capping and containing the ash is 
the best option moving forward, 
and there are people who know 
how to do it well, she said.

Still, a report from Earthjustice, 
a  n o n p r o f i t  p u b l i c - i n t e r e s t 
environmental law organization, 
said capping coal ash in place leaves 
sites permanently vulnerable due to 
floods or cap failure during extreme 
storms.

Removal of coal ash, in contrast, 
typically mitigates risks of both 
groundwater pollution and catastrophic 
spills, according to the report.

The report stated that different 
closure approaches result in different 
outcomes for environmental, economic 
and public health in each community.

Quantifying different approaches 
is important to help inform public 
officials, regulators and residents as 
the appropriate method is chosen, 
the Earthjustice report also stated.

Hemminger said the Town has 
been transparent about what it has 
learned, followed the science, hired 
reputable firms for the investigation 
and worked closely  with the 
North Carolina Department of 
Environmental Quality.

Twitter: @sam_long16
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Data shows racial disparities in traffic stops

Black, Hispanic drivers 
face disporportionate 

rate of being pulled over
By Gabriel Morrison

Senior Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

Police reports  issued over 
recent years by the Carrboro Police 
Department and Chapel Hill Police 
Department show that traffic stops 
disproportionately impact Black and 
Hispanic drivers.

In response to these trends, 
local police and governments have 
cooperated to reduce differences 
in enforcement.  

Racial disparities in traffic stops

According to a CHPD report from 
July to December 2021, Black and 
Hispanic drivers were given higher 
rates of citations than warnings 
when they got pulled over.

The rate of citations to warnings was 
23 percent higher for Black drivers than 

for white drivers. Similarly, the rate of 
citations to warnings for Hispanic 
people was 20 percent higher.

A more recent report compiled 
by the CHPD from January to June 
2022 revealed a drop in some of 
those racial disparities. The rates 
of citations given, as opposed to 
just warnings, among white people 
pulled over rose by 17 percent.

The rate of citations to warnings 
dropped by 5.5 percent for Black 
drivers, but rose by 5.8 percent for 
Hispanic drivers.

Overall traffic stop rates reveal 
similar racial disparities. Black 
drivers were disproportionately 
pulled over for traffic stops for 
the period of July to December 
2021. During that time period, 29 
percent of drivers stopped were 
Black despite 22 percent of traffic 
accidents involving Black drivers.

Crash data is used by CHPD 
as an estimate for the makeup of 
drivers on the road because the 
people driving in Chapel Hill don’t 
always live there.

On the other  hand,  Frank 
Baumgartner, a political science 
professor at UNC, found that census 
data can serve as a benchmark to 

analyze the racial breakdown of 
traffic enforcement through detailed 
studies of traffic patterns.

Only ten percent of Chapel Hill’s 
population was Black according to 
2020 census data. 

From July to December 2021, the 
traffic stop rate for Hispanic drivers 
and the percentage of Hispanic 
drivers in car accidents were both ten 
percent. Seven percent of Chapel Hill’s 
population was Hispanic, according 
to the 2020 census. The results were 
similar from January to June 2022.

In  Carrboro ,  the  rates  o f 
citations to warnings in 2020 
were disproportionately higher 
for Hispanic drivers. The ratio of 
citations to warnings was 3.88 for 
Hispanic drivers, 1.56 for Black 
drivers and 1.47 for White drivers.  

Traffic stops revealed a similar 
disparity. Black people were pulled over 
in 29 percent of the traffic stops, despite 
16 percent of the town’s population 
being Black. Hispanic people were 
pulled over in 12 percent of stops by 
Carrboro police, despite making  up just 
seven percent of the town’s population.

Carrboro police reports from 
2020 also show that Black drivers 
were more likely to be pulled over for 

equipment and regulatory reasons, 
which include expired tags or a 
broken taillight. 

23 percent of Black drivers that were 
pulled over were stopped for regulatory 
or equipment reasons, compared to 19 
percent of white drivers pulled over and 
17 percent of Hispanic drivers.

Baumgartner’s research on traffic 
stops found that they disproportionately 
affect Black drivers statewide. His 
research also showed that regulatory 
and equipment stops in North Carolina 
unequally affect Black drivers.

According to Baumgartner, traffic 
stops are often used by police officers 
as a justification to conduct a criminal 
investigation. He said the minute 
details of traffic laws mean most drivers 
might technically be committing some 
infraction at any given time.

“The traffic code is a policeman’s 
dream,” he said.

Internal reforms

In 2020, the Town of Chapel Hill’s 
Re-imagining Community Safety 
Task Force resolved to stop CHPD 
from conducting regulatory stops — a 
practice that Chapel Hill Police Chief 
Chris Blue said has already been heavily 
de-emphasized since 2013.  

Carrboro Chief of Police Chris 
Atack followed suit  in 2021, 
encouraging Carrboro police to avoid 

making regulatory and equipment 
stops unless there was a threat to 
safety – like bald tires.

He also acknowledged that 
c i t a t i o n s  o f t e n  c r i m i n a l i z e 
poverty and that fines might 
disproportionately affect mostly 
Black communities, who tend to 
have lower incomes than white ones. 

“If you have to spend $200 in court, 
you may not have had $200 to fix the 
issue. So, now we’ve compounded the 
problem and made it less likely that 
will be corrected,” Atack said.

Both Atack and Blue said they 
were committed to addressing any 
racial disparities in policing, wherever 

they may appear — but the legacy of 
the police force in America makes 
that task difficult. 

Kristie Williams, deputy director 
for engagement and mobilization of 
the American Civil Liberties Union of 
North Carolina, said racist attitudes 
permeate statewide law enforcement. 

“Law enforcement originates from 
slave patrolling,” she said.

Carrboro Town Council member and 
a member of its Community Safety Task 
Force Barbara Foushee said that those 
values are an institutional problem 
streching beyond law enforcement.

“Racism is everywhere. It’s baked 
into every system that we have, and 
policing is a system,” she said. 

These attitudes are present across 
society and affect policing in many 
ways, according to Blue. 

He said profiling by proxy is a 
phenomenon where racist attitudes 
held by individuals who call 911 are 
passed on to the officers who respond.

To mitigate the issue, CHPD recently 
began allowing officers to ignore calls 
that do not contain any evidence of 
actual criminal activity, Blue said.

Despite local changes, Pucket 
Wil l iams said she thinks the 
only way to completely end over-
policing is to end the institution — 
but,  according to Foushee, there is 
little appetite for reductions in the 
police force.

Measures like affordable housing 
and mental health services can also be 
effective at reducing crime and making 
everyone safer without involving police. 

Blue said that in 1973, CHPD 
became the first in the country to 
hire social workers to respond to 
calls alongside or instead of police.

Paris Miller-Foushee, a Chapel 
Hill Town Council member and 
member of  the Re-imagining 
Community Safety Task Force, 
said re-imagining the future of 
community safety has to be an 
integrated regional effort.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Gov. Cooper’s order to accelerate green transportation
NC is the first state in the 
Southeast to implement 
plan for lower emissions

By Bridget Bendezu 
Staff Writer

and Hannah Ma
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

On Oct. 25, Gov. Roy Cooper 
issued Executive Order No. 271, 
which aims to grow the state’s clean 
energy economy by accelerating the 
transition to zero-emission vans, 
trucks and buses.  

The order will encourage the 
state’s economic development and job 
growth while advancing climate and 
environmental justice by reducing 
vehicle pollution, according to a press 
release from the Governor’s Office. 

Trey Gowdy, a research analyst 
at Duke University ’s Nicholas 
Institute for Energy, Environment 
& Sustainability, said North Carolina 
was the seventh state in the country 
and the first state in the Southeast to 
implement this effort. 

Gowdy said greenhouse gas 
emissions from transportation are 
approximately 36 percent of the 
state’s total emissions. Medium 
and heavy-duty diesel vehicles are 

one of the largest contributors of 
transportation emissions — second 
to light-duty vehicles.

“If we’re going to be successful in 
reducing transportation emissions, 
medium and heavy-duty vehicles 
are going to be a key part of a mix 
of solutions in the transportation 
sector,” Gowdy said in an email.

The executive order outlines a 
comprehensive strategy for auto 
manufacturers, fleet owners and 
other partners to grow the zero-
emission vehicles market.

T h e  o r d e r  d i r e c t e d  t h e 
North Carolina Department of 
Environmental Quality to work 
with stakeholders to propose to 
the Environmental Management 
Commission a program to ensure 
that zero-emission vehicles are 
available for purchase in the state. 

Dr. Kathleen Shapley-Quinn, 
executive director of NC Clinicians 
for Climate Action said the executive 
order puts the state in the right 
direction to do the right things for 
health, economy and communities.

She said  this  i s  especial ly 
important for the communities 
most affected. 

While  pol lution negatively 
impacts all North Carolinians, 
it “disproportionately impacts 
low-income communities and 
communities of color,” according 

to the press release from the 
Governor’s Office. These residents 
are often located near trucking 
corridors, ports, fleet garages, 
warehouses and other distribution 
hubs, according to the press release. 

The order  helps  priori t ize 
strategies for further environmental 
justice and health equity, especially 
for underserved areas, by improving 
health outcomes and increasing 
a f f o r d a b l e  a c c e s s  t o  c l e a n 
transportation.  

“We have the tools and we have 
the opportunities in front of us to 
make a huge difference and we 
need to move quickly,” Shapley-
Quinn said.

Jennifer L. Weiss, senior advisor 
for climate change policy in the N.C. 
Department of Transportation, said 
the department has been working 
with stakeholders since April 
to brainstorm ideas on how to 
transition delivery trucks to zero-
or lower-emission fuels. 

The transportation department 
is working to identify the areas 
where it could make an impact 
in the state, and it was actively 
working with stakeholders to 
make it happen.

T h r o u g h  c o n s i d e r i n g 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  c l e a n 
transportation, she said they will be 
drafting a clean transportation plan. 

It will be released early next year 
and provided to Cooper on Apr. 7.  

“So not only are we going to be 
reducing emissions and improving 
all of our health, we’re also gonna 
be able to do it hopefully in a really 
equitable way that a lot of people 
in the state will benefit from,” 
Weiss said. “And that’s what we’re 
hoping we’re gonna accomplish 
with all of this work, not just the 
medium heavy duty, but the clean 
transportation plan in general.”

We i s s  s a i d  s o m e  o f  t h e 
environmental hurdles they will 
need to identify and “jump over” 
will be putting infrastructure in 
place and providing means to 
charge electric vehicles. 

“Any transition to a new technology 
faces some level of uncertainty, and I 
expect the planning period will look 
into these issues and other potential 
challenges,” Gowdy said in an email.

Twitter:  @bridget_bendezu,
@hannahma__

Twitter: @gacmorrison

“Racism is everywhere. It’s baked into every system 
that we have, and policing is a system.”  

Barbara Foushee
Carrboro Town Council Member

DTH DATA VISUALIZATION/ JOSEPH ADAMS

DTH FILE/JEROME IBRAHIM
A Tesla Model S electric car is pictured on Stadium Drive on Thursday, Sept. 
29, 2022.

and Joseph Adams
Data Reporter

records@dailytarheel.com
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COLUMN

Hinton hears a hoot: Class of 2026 vs. the HoJo Owl

DTH GRAPHIC/ANGEL CHEN

By Alan Chen
Editorial Board Member

First-years have a penchant for 
doing weird things, don’t they? 
Whether it’s being places they shouldn’t 
be, taking stuff they shouldn’t take or 
doing things they shouldn’t do, if you 
see someone being weird on a college 
campus, chances are they’re a first-year. 
The first-years of UNC, however, have 
been particularly particular as of late — 

thanks to the recent appearance of an 
owl at Hinton James Residence Hall.

In case you haven’t heard, the class 
of 2026 is collectively being harassed by 
an owl. You may have seen the videos 
circulating online of it sky-blitzing 
hapless South Campus residents, or of 
it staring serenely from some perch as 
everyone in the vicinity freaks out. 

As a first-year, I am a proponent 
of this winged menace, which 
might be because it seems to like 

me, but I wanted to find out what 
my fellow freshies thought about 
the HoJo Owl.

On one end, you have Jack 
Morrissett, who managed to get 
the owl to eat a crushed-up nut bar 
from his hand. “Apparently (owls) 
like nuts,” Morrissett told me, with 
a hint of disbelief.

On the other end, you have Kaleigh 
Wilhite, who you may recognize from 
a video, originally posted onto the 
Instagram account @uncchicks, of 
the girl scrambling over metal barriers 
and yelling for help while the owl gives 
chase. Kaleigh actually ended up 
hiding in a porta-potty outside of the 
Dean Dome to escape the owl. 

“F*ck the owl”, Wilhite said.
Nicholas Byers, who delivered 

the line, “AHHHH! You know what, 
good night y’all, I’m out, BYE,” line as 
he captured the owl swooping down 
at him from the HoJo basketball 
court on video, had a rather dramatic 
response to the owl. “I felt like my life 
was in danger. I was gonna get a scar 
and never recover,” he said. “I was 
flabbergasted”.

A little more positive about the 
experience was Will Rucker, who 
took a video of the owl sitting on 

his suitemate’s AC unit, expressing 
almost a sense of wonder at seeing 
the owl up close. “It was very cool,” 
Rucker said with a grin.

Guesses as to why the owl chooses 
to stay on campus were all over the 
place, with some claiming that the 
owl was domesticated and craved 
human interaction, pointing to a post 
on Instagram with a woman handling 
the owl. Others reckoned the Hojo 
owl was drawn by the rats also living 
in Hojo. I had even heard a rumor that 
this was not the first year the owl has 
been here and that it had terrorized 
the populace of Rams Head 4 last year.

Just about everyone I talked to 
had found a way to make friends 
through the owl, though. 

“It was like trauma bonding, in a 
way,” Byers said. 

Delaney Santre, who lives in Cobb 
Residence Hall, was swooped on by 
the owl on her way back from late-
night dining at Chase Dining Hall, 
added that the owl “makes (North 
Campus first years) feel connected 
to South Campus students, in a way”. 

The value of this shared experience 
— of this dang bird making our lives 
a little more unpredictable and the 
friends we’ve found because of it — 

was not lost on anyone I talked to. 
They were all against removing the 
owl from campus. Even Wilhite, 
who was chased by the owl for thirty 
minutes, begrudgingly admitted her 
fondness for it: “I think it should stay.”

I reference Dr. Seuss’ “Horton 
Hears a Who!” in the title, but I’d like 
to call on another one of Seuss’ works 
here. In “Oh, the Places You’ll Go!,” 
he writes “The more that you learn, 
the more places you’ll go.” 

Learning about this owl has 
brought me to a lot of places, to 
interview people who I found to be 
absolutely wonderful. Whether it 
was riffing about white people with 
Byers or gaslighting Wilhite with 
her boyfriend, talking about this 
owl has led me to conversations and 
people that I never would have had 
or met otherwise. 

So, for the places we’ ll go, the 
whimsy of shared experiences and 
the friends we’ve made, I would 
like to propose a name for the owl: 
Seuss. Besides, I just think the owl 
kinda looks like a Seuss, ya know?

And yeah, let’s keep the owl. For 
the culture.

Twitter: @dthopinion

Wake up to breaking news, 
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To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 7 — Consider 
the subject from multiple 
viewpoints. Watch for hidden 
agendas. Observe unexpected 
shenanigans. Back up everything 
with multiple sources. Prepare 
reports but don’t present yet.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is a 7 — Monitor cash 
flow to keep it positive. Old 
methods may not work in a new 
situation. Reinforce fundamental 
structures. Communication 
helps. Coordinate for balanced 
accounts.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is an 8 — An unexpected 
development could arise. 
Theories require revision when 
put into practice. Changes must 
be made. Coordinate to resolve 
any breakdowns.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is a 6 — Slow down. Find 
a private spot to process recent 
changes. Do more planning 
before launching. Obligations 
could weigh on you.

LEo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is a 7 — Support a group 
effort to navigate a challenge. 
Reinforce weight-bearing 
structures and foundations 
before adding on. Consider 
options carefully. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is an 8 — Adapt 
professional projects around 
new conditions. Learn from 
the competition. Anticipate 
changes. Coordinate and 
communicate. Discuss priorities 
and responsibilities. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is a 7 — All is not as it 
appears. Deviations interrupt 
your exploration. Distractions 
abound. Return to basics. Let go 
of elaborate fantasies. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is an 8 — Love is the g 
oday is a 7 — Collaborate to 
adapt with changes with shared 
accounts. Clean messes and 
organize. Sort and file. Discover 
hidden ways to save. Bring 
home necessary resources. 

Sagittarius (NOV. 22-
DEC.21)
Today is a 6 — Coordinate with 
your partner. Unscheduled 
deviations could interrupt plans. 
Stay flexible and strengthen 
foundational structures. Stick 
to basics to realize your shared 
priorities.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is an 8 — Conditions 
could get shifty. Prioritize health, 
safety and energy. Slow for the 
tricky sections. Avoid accidents 
or mistakes. Stick to reliable 
routes and practices.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Today is a 7 — Work or other 
responsibilities could interrupt 
your fun. Avoid controversy. 
Take care of what you must 
and postpone what you can. 
Relaxation rewards.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 7 — Home comforts 
nurture your family. Coordinate 
with a domestic challenge. Make 
repairs and upgrades. Reinforce 
basic structures. 

HOROSCOPES If  November 9th
is Your Birthday...

Physical action scores this year. Create your perfect home with consistent 
routines. Fulfill inspiring purposes this autumn, before winter transitions 
impact partnership. Your health and labor flower next spring, leading to a 
summer personal growth phase. You can have what you’re willing to work 
for.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

Across
1 Business news outlet, abbr. 
4 Super strong insect 
7 “Hey, I’ve got a secret!” 
10 Area health’s Connect Carolina abbr. 
12 “Game of Life” vehicle 
13 Small amount 
14 Certain Himalayan natives 
16 Speak off the cuff 
17 So long and salutations 
19 Happiness 
20 Rag on Martha Stewart’s lamb, say 
21 Sauna location 
23 Designer tags 
26 Connect 
29 San Francisco’s ___ Hill 
30 Chicken chain General ___ 
33 2014 Ed Sheeran song describing 
where we found love 
37 “___ supuesto” 
38 Hair cream 
39 Everything bagel seeds 
40 Resounded the sound 
43 Operation to find 31-down 
44 Invalidate a marriage 
46 Justice Dept. reps 
48 English department class 
53 Love unconditionally 
54 Person-like droid 
56 Quite a lot 
57 “Much ___ About Nothing 
58 Famed Pit preacher 
59 ‘Bro’ counterpart 
60 Philly band Boyz 2 ___ 
61 Tilling tool 

Down
1 Container with a pop tab 
2 Bobby Flay or Rachel Ray 
3 Nixon’s 1970 environmental policy 
4 Aspirin: ______ salicylic acid 
5 Partner for Crosby, Stills, and Young 
6 Major symbol in “The Lorax” 
7 Gallup surveys 
8 Wooden lift 
9 Bar bills 
11 Steal a vehicle at gunpoint 
13 Triple I curriculum: _____, Informa-
tion, and Inquiry 
15 Often-stubborn fire sign 
16 Missing in action synonym, abbr. 
18 Greek personification of darkness 
21 “___ the pot” 
22 Brownie tray 
24 One of three in a triangle 
25 Crowd’s verbal disappointment 
26 Cellular energy 
27 With ‘why,’ concern in a text 
28 “He thinks very ______ of you” 
30 “Frog and ____ are Friends” 
31 Grand total 
32 Keats poem “___ to a Grecian Urn” 
34 New-age prefix 
35 “Only joking!” 
36 Drug associated with The Beatles 
40 _____-level jobs 
41 Antidote 
42 Greek spirit 
44 Traditional Vietnamese dress 
45 Franklin St. lights 
47 Game hidden in ‘playing tag’ 
48 Grier, Oliver, and Beesly, collective-
ly 
49 ‘80s band that’ll wake you up before 
you go-go 
50 Quite impolite 
51 Biblical ark-itect 
52 Bike helmet brand 
55 Color solution 

“Something 
Written This 
Way Comes”

This week’s crossword was 
created by Liam Furlong. 
Liam is a UNC sophomore 

majoring in comparative liter-
ature and education.

 He is from Wilmington, Del-
aware.

                                Help Wanted                                Help WantedCHILD CARE WANTED

TUTORS NEEDED Class Half Full Tutoring is looking for part-time tutors for K-12th grade. Work 
is in Chapel Hill/Carrboro only. Car required. You choose ages/subjects you are comfortable 
working with and the hours you are available. Good pay, and we provide all information/
materials you will need! Please contact: karenkent@classhalffull.com

CHEMISTRY TUTOR NEEDED Female Chemistry Tutor Needed for a High School Sophomore 
Student (Honors Class). Need to Drive to a Home in Carrboro. Competitive Rate. Call 704-
7563274.

                                Help Wanted                                Help WantedCHILD CARE WANTED

PART-TIME, NICE FAMILY For morning people.  $23.00 hr. 7:00-9:00 am. Great opportunity 
to work with a wonderful family. Responsibilities include helping an autistic 18 year old girl 
get ready for school and transport her to Jordan High School to drop off with special needs 
teachers.  Work in a happy atmosphere with a nice family. Coffee included.  Add this special work 
to your resume. triciawildman@yahoo.com, 9193584953 

MODERN
CONSCIENTIOUS

DENTISTRY

Call or email today to schedule 
your next appointment.

919-682-9707

Dr. Samir J. Naik, DDS
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Modern dating needs an overhaul

The sober(ish) trend taking over 
health and wellness culture

Dating apps have effectively 
killed the dating scene for LGBTQ+ 
and straight individuals alike. From 
hookup culture to perpetuating 
racial stereotypes, these apps have 
long stifled emotional connections 
among users.

After the COVID-19 pandemic, 
online dating apps have surged in 
popularity and, counter-intuitively, 
made traditional dating obsolete. 
Popular applications such as 
Tinder, Bumble and Grindr have 
integrated their  own kind of 
addictive system that benefits the 
platform rather than its users by 
keeping them coming back. 

These apps have made traditional 
dating a daunting, almost impossible 
task – whether you’re straight or not. 

A sophomore at UNC — a pansexual 
woman who asked to remain 
anonymous — says her generation 
(Generation Z) “gets bored easily,” 
which is what makes these dating apps 
so effective.  They focus on the attention 
span of a person and weaponize the 
user interface to keep them interested. 

She also said that, while online 
dating opens access for people to 
meet, it simultaneously creates an 
environment where there is rarely 
any activity outside of the app. The 
pool of people you interact with 
increases when using these apps, but 
“it can make finding people whose 
intentions you know harder,” she said. 

Another common problem with 
dating apps is the idea of finding a 
“perfect match.” The apps that are 
popular today have filters that help 
narrow the search down to what a 
person is looking for in a partner. 

By Tanner Arter
Editorial Board Member

Height, age, weight and location 
are some of the gauges that have 
been available to users. However, 
this completely closes off the 
dating pool to those who may not 
fit one filter but are a perfect fit in 
other aspects. Before 2020, some 
platforms also had ethnic filters.

Many of the companies behind 
such dat ing apps  have s ince 
removed their ethnic filters during 
the protests following the murder 
of George Floyd in 2020 — but that 
hasn’t solved the issue of racism in 
online dating. 

Junior Trey Thurman, a straight 
Black man, used the example of 
the rise in the popularity of K-pop 

music to illustrate the problem of 
the fetishization of race. 

“The number of people who 
fetishize Korean men has drastically 
increased,” he said. 

Because of this, Thurman said 
that, in order to get matches, users of 
the app have to present themselves in 
a certain way in order to gain traction. 

T h u r m a n  a l s o  s a i d  w h e n 
dating outside one’s race, there’s a 
pervasive and constant worry about 
whether the reason is because of a 
stereotype or a fetishization.

T his  doesn’ t  jus t  apply  to 
straight dating exclusively.

Sophomore Logan Kaelin is gay 
and half Middle Eastern. While he 

says he can present himself as white-
passing, there are certain physical 
characteristics, like his curlier hair 
and darker skin tone, that make 
dating more difficult. 

E t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d s  s e e m 
to play a heavy role in online 
dating,  especial ly  among gay 
men. On Grindr, an app designed 
specifically for gay men, one can 
scroll for only a few seconds and 
find a profile that describes heavy 
racial preferences.  

“I think that in the gay community 
here, especially with gay men, it’s 
very looks-based and favorable 
to people with primarily white 
features,” Kaelin said.   

COLUMN

What is “sober curiosity” and 
why has it been such a hot topic in 
the wellness world?

First things first,  there’s  a 
difference between sober curiosity 
and sobriety. When an individual 
has completely eliminated alcohol 
from their life, they are exercising 
their sobriety. When someone 
experiments with eliminating 
alcohol from their day-to-day life, 
they are sober curious. 

The key difference? The former 
completely stops drinking. The 
latter does not. Ultimately, sober 
curious individuals will merely 
question the ubiquitous nature of 
drinking with socializing, health, 
time and life.

S o b e r  c u r i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s 
are looking to answer a simple 
question: Why?

Why does alcohol hold such a 
prominent presence in interaction? 

We can find answers in habits 
formed from following societal 
norms. We equate drinking with 
socializing because of all the times 
when the two go hand-in-hand. We 
watch a football game and drink. We 
go to concerts and drink. We go to 
parties and drink. The list goes on.

Generally, humans are creatures 
of habit, and a lot of people are 
starting to question the convention of 
drinking as it’s become, well... a habit.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p o d c a s t 
“Champagne Problems” by Robbie 
Shaw, Sam Hampson and Patrick 
Balsley, sober curiosity is a health 
movement that asks: “Where does 
vibrant wellness live?”

Sober curiosity is establishing a 
strong presence on social media, 
podcasts and wellness journals for 
the impacts it has on one’s health.

A lot of things have changed in the 
realm of general health awareness 
in the past decade, including a 
vested interest being cast toward 
optimizing both physical and 

mental health. People are starting 
to recognize the dissonance that 
exists in exercising a healthy 
lifestyle while also conforming to 
binge-drinking habits of our social 
culture — especially the one we 
foster in college. 

Resea rch  show s  a bunda nt 
popularity amongst those aged 
21-34  in  enter ta in ing  sober 
curiosity. This is noteworthy since 
data suggests that the sober curious 
index is correlated to the amount 
of alcohol that people consume  — 
meaning that being a heavy drinker 
in conjunction with wanting to 
practice a healthier lifestyle results 
in heightened sober curiosity. 

As such, the increased interest in 
sober curiosity amongst early to mid 
20-year-olds is not surprising, since 
many of these individuals are fresh 
out of college and both starting their 
professional lives and reinventing 
their social lives. 

According to Dr. Will Cole, 
functional medicine practitioner 

and telehealth consultant, sober 
curiosity encourages individuals to 
renegotiate their friendships, habits 
and routines. Because this age group 
is already at a point of innate fluidity, 
it makes sense that they would call 
into question their drinking habits 
along with everything else.  

Despite augmented interest 
in long-term sober curiosity, 
this  movement is  not  a  new 
phenomenon. Often, people use 
months like “Dry January” and 
“Sober October” to practice sobriety 
for a multitude of reasons, but more 
often than not, it is practiced in an 
effort to improve health. 

The results are often noticeable: 
weight loss, better sleep, clearer 
skin, increased energy and lower 
blood sugar. All of this is to say 
that when the “that girl” movement 
started trending on social media, 
the first thing put into question 
was alcohol consumption and its 
subsequent health implications, 
resulting in increased percentages 
of people taking an interest in 
sober curiosity. 

For  me,  the sober  curious 
movement is indicative of a shift 
in societal values and norms that 
have existed for decades. If nothing 
else comes of it, the movement has 
opened the door for conversation 
and drawn into question human 
habit and propensity to both use and 
abuse alcohol —  a conversation that 
has been long overdue.  

Online dating apps have also 
given rise to another cultural 
s h i f t :  h o o k u p  c u l t u r e  a n d 
“s i tuat ionships .”  Kael in  sa id 
hookup culture is a huge aspect 
of online dating for gay men, and 
Thurman also said he noticed the 
rise of hookup culture. 

This new shift in dating dynamics 
leaves a large emotional disconnect. 

“They feel like the sex will bring 
them that emotional connection 
that they’re looking for, but it 
instead leaves them feeling empty,” 
Thurman said.

Thurman has refused to use dating 
apps for that reason specifically. 
Instead, he recommends using 
what he calls the “cold approach.” 
In other words, organically finding 
a candidate to date. 

“It’s a pretty enjoyable experience,” 
he said. “I think it’s really good 
because it gets you used to not taking 
rejection so seriously.” 

Of course, the organic approach 
is not as easy as messaging someone 
on a dating app, but Thurman says 
that “I’ve had some cases with cold 
approaches where we’ve gone on 
dates and stuff like that. It’s been 
pretty successful.” 

The vast takeover of online 
dating has led to fruitless endeavors 
of connection and driven the 
popularity of hookup culture, all 
while perpetuating harmful racial 
and ethnic stereotypes of straight 
and non-straight users alike.

To find a  connection with 
someone on an emotional level and 
leave these problematic components 
in the past, it might be time to say 
goodbye to dating apps. 

DTH/ASHLYN RHYNE
A vendor sells two alcoholic beverages to a customer during a UNC football game at Kenan Stadium on Sept. 18, 2021. 

DTH GRAPHIC/SHAMIL LUQMAN

By Katie Sanger
Editorial Board Member

Twitter: @dthopinion

Twitter: @tannerarter

E DITOR’S NOTE: Columns, 
cartoons and letters do not 
necessarily represent the opinions 
of The Daily Tar Heel or its staff.  
Editorials reflect the opinions of The 
Daily Tar Heel editorial board, which 
comprises 18 board members, the 
opinion assistant editor and editor 
and the editor-in-chief.

What is the editorial board?
A group of student journalists who 

meet twice a week to discuss the 
latest news, seeking to comment 
on issues from an intersectional 
perspective. The editorial board is 
independent from The Daily Tar 
Heel’s newsroom.

Editorials are unsigned. They don’t 
reflect the opinion of any one 
person, but rather the consensus 
of the board as a whole, influenced 
by the values it has held for the 
past 129 years. 

Just as The Daily Tar Heel itself 
values truth and transparency, 
the board values integrity, 
accountability, creativity and 
fairness. These values shape how 
we address questions of Carolina’s 
future, past and present.

SPEAK OUT
Interested in writing a letter 
to the editor or submitting an 
op-ed?
• Students: Include your year, 

major and phone number. 
• Faculty/staff: Include your 

department and phone number. 
• Edit: The DTH edits for space, 

clarity, accuracy and vulgarity. 
Limit submissions to 500 words. 

Email: opinion@dailytarheel.com

THE KVETCHING BOARD
 IS BACK
kvetch: v.1 (Yiddish) to complain  

The Daily Tar Heel’s kvetching 
board is a community forum for 
anonymous complaints, concerns 
and comments. We run them every 
Friday on our website.

• Send your one-to-two sentence 
entries to opinion@dailytarheel.
com, subject line ‘kvetch.’ 

• Submissions may be omitted for 
clairty, accuracy and vulgarity. 

• Need inspiration? Check out 
dailytarheel.com/section/kvetching



Free Admission for Museum Members | Tickets: naturalsciences.org/thedeep 

Now open thru May 7, 2023

Developed by In collaboration with Touring partner

James Cameron – CHALLENGING THE DEEP is a traveling exhibition produced by the Australian National Maritime Museum, 
in association with the Avatar Alliance Foundation, and is toured internationally by Flying Fish. 
A USA Programs exhibition supported by the USA Bicentennial Gift Fund.
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UNC law school unveils Sylvia X. Allen portrait
The former prosecutor 
was the school’s first 

Black female graudate
By Brooke Elliott

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dailytarheel

Sylvia X. Allen was the first Black 
woman to graduate from the UNC 
School of Law, a prosecutor, an assistant 
attorney general, a community leader 
and a mother of eight children. 

UNC faculty and students gathered 
on Friday to witness the unveiling of 
Allen’s portrait, which will hang in 
the law school beside images of other 
distinguished alumni. The UNC 
School of Law commissioned the 
portrait by artist Robin Wellner after 
alumni Diana Florence ‘95 and M. 
Scott Peeler ‘97 established the Sylvia 
X. Allen Scholarship Endowment 
Fund in 2021.

 “My hope — and I think Scott’s 
hope — is that when people hear 
Sylvia’s story, and they see her 
portrait, they’ll know that not only 
was she something of an icon, but she 
was a real person who was loved and 
gave so much love and inspiration to 
everyone around her,” Florence said.

At the ceremony, Allen’s friends 
and family gave speeches honoring 
her life and accomplishments. 
Daughters Elizabeth Allen and S. 
Kathryn Allen, who both became 
attorneys, spoke about their mother’s 
impact on them and their community.

“It’s always stayed with me that no 
matter what was going on in her life, 

she didn’t miss what was right there, 
miss somebody that was in need.” 
Kathryn Allen said after the ceremony. 
“On holidays, there were always a 
gazillion people in our house, because 
everyone who was by themselves or 
didn’t have a family was invited to our 
house. That’s just who she was.”

Members of  Allen’s  family, 
especially Elizabeth and Kathryn, 
said they worked closely with Wellner 
to create a portrait that conveyed 
their mother’s life and spirit. 

“It’s not one of those portraits where 
the person just seems like they’re two-
dimensional, like they’re sitting there,” 
Elizabeth Allen said. “It has this sense 
of her life, and who she was.”

Wellner honors leaders, activists, 
artists and victims of police violence 
in her Art for Justice series. To 
create this portrait, Elizabeth and 
Kathryn Allen provided Wellner with 
photographs and archival videos that 
conveyed the attorney’s personality. 

“It was such a delight, and it was so 
fun,” Wellner said. “I’d send pictures, 
and they’d respond, and we’d make the 
adjustments to it. It was wonderful.” 

Jim Ammons, a close friend of the 
Allen family, had the honor of unveiling 
the portrait during the ceremony. He 
said his time at the Allen household 
impacted him deeply and instilled 
in him an appreciation for Sylvia’s 
advocacy and inner strength. 

“I was tremendously honored,” 
Ammons said. “I had the good 
fortune to be friends with Kathy and 
grow up in the Allen home — that’s 
where we all gathered. Although I 
didn’t realize it at the time, Sylvia was 

DTH/PHILLIP LE
Judge Jim F. Ammons reacts to the unveiling of the Sylvia Allen portrait on Friday, Nov. 4, 2022.

showing us how to be a successful 
parent and professional. Sylvia was 
an advocate for a lot of folks who 
didn’t have a voice, and I’ve spent my 
life and my career trying to emulate 
that and do the same thing. I know 
that’s part of what inspired me to 
become an attorney.”

Ammons had seen the completed 
painting before the unveiling, but 
Allen’s family had only seen earlier 
iterations. Elizabeth and Kathryn Allen 

said the impact of the final portrait was 
intense and breathtaking. 

“I wanted to burst into tears, but 
I kept it together,” Elizabeth Allen 
said. “She felt alive.”

The portrait can be viewed inside 
the UNC School of Law next to 
paintings of accomplished alumni 
like Henry Frye ‘59, the first Black 
chief justice of the North Carolina 
Supreme Court, and Julius Chambers 
‘62, a civil rights lawyer. 

“I really think it was because of 
Sylvia Allen, who’d been there so long, 
that I was very much accepted by the 
bar,” Beth Keever, the former chief 
district court judge of Cumberland 
County, said. “The attorneys didn’t 
really have an issue with a female 
coming into that position. She did 
make a difference in that sense — in 
creating a legacy.”

ALUMNI
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How students can stay safe on, off campus

DTH/LEV COHEN
Carmichael Residence Hall pictured on Wednesday, Oct. 26, 2022.

DTH/EMMA PLUMLY
Following the assault at Carmichael Residence Hall, the victim’s mother and other parents to express safety dorm concerns to the University. 

By Defne Önal
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Content warning: This article 
contains  mentions  o f  s exual 
assault.

On Oct. 22, UNC Police released 
a report of an unidentified male 
following a student to their room 
in Carmichael Residence Hall and 
assaulting them. Two days later, 
UNC Police arrested an individual 
in front of the Undergraduate 
Library for possessing/concealing 
drugs and resisting arrest. 

With the recent reports of crime 
on campus, there is a variety of 
safety knowledge and resources 
for students.

UNC Police Chief Brian James 
said he is  open to extending 
dorm security efforts, including 
enhanced methods of surveillance. 

However, he added the decision to 
install additional cameras on campus, 
especially in residence halls, would 
have to come from the University 
rather than the police department.

“What I would say is, that if we 
had cameras at residence halls, 
specifically on the entryways, there 
are times when that may help us to 
solve a reported crime when we’re 
doing an investigation,” James said. 

He said UNC Police makes sure 
its officers and security officers — 
officers who are not sworn in but 
work security throughout campus 
— try to be in places they need to 
be at the right times. 

Another way of deterring harm 
on campus is ensuring people are 

not trailing behind students who 
are using their keys or Flex passes 
to enter residence halls, James said. 

“If someone is in a residence 
hall or you see someone on campus 
that’s acting strangely, making you 
feel uncomfortable and unsafe, I 
would rather you call us and it’d be 
nothing than you do not call us and 
then something actually happened.” 

Ja m e s  s a i d  s t u d e n t s  c a n 
d o w n l o a d  t h e  C a r o l i n a 
Ready Safe ty  App to  receive 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e 

University about safety, such as 
Alert Carolina notifications. 

There is also a call feature in 
the app that operates the same 
way as the blue light call boxes 
throughout campus. 

“If you give it permission, it’s 
going to locate you on campus and 
then we will dispatch an officer 
to check on you at that location,” 
James said. 

Aaron Bachenheimer, executive 
director of off-campus student life 
and community partnerships at 

UNC, helps provide resources to 
students who are considering or 
currently living off-campus. 

He said UNC Student Affairs 
hosts orientation sessions every 
s u m m e r  f o r  i n c o m i n g  U N C 
students that include information 
about safety and security. 

“ We  k n o w  s o m e t i m e s  i f  a 
roommate  loses  the  key,  the 
solution that the students who 
are living together come up with 
is to just leave the door open,” 
Bachenheimer said. “We try to 

help students recognize that that’s 
probably not the best approach.” 

He said the best thing to do is 
most likely to talk to the individual’s 
property manager or landlord. 

Students living both off-campus 
and on-campus should be mindful 
while walking from one place to 
another, Bachenheimer added. 

“We talked to students about 
walking with friends, using Safe 
Ride or SafeWalk, using late night 
transportation, being mindful of 
walking through well-lit areas, calling 
a friend and letting them know 
that you’re going from one place to 
another,” Bachenheimer said. 

SafeWalk  i s  a  s tudent-run 
program with a program advisor 
in the UNC Police Department 
who serves as its liaison with the 
University. They serve anyone with 
a UNC PID, including faculty, staff 
and students. The walkers are paid 
and undergo background checks. 

“We’re essentially a late-night 
buddy system for people that are 
leaving the library and want some 
company whether they feel unsafe 
or just need someone to rant to,” 
SafeWalk Program Manager Nick 
Chappell said.

Chappell  said students can 
connect with SafeWalk outside of 
Davis Library or contact them via 
phone and coordinate where to 
meet. Twenty-minute time slots 
are also available through Calendly 
and can be booked in advance.  

Students can learn more about 
public safety at the University’s 
Carolina Ready website. 

Parent creates petition to increase dorm security
The petition has gained over 3,600 signatures so far

Twitter: @dailytarheel

Twitter: @dailytarheel

By Lauren Rhodes
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

University makes resources available to protect its students

PACKAGE | CAMPUS SAFETY

Content warning: This article 
contains mention of sexual assault.

On Oct. 22, a student was sexually 
assaulted inside of Carmichael 
Residence Hall. 

In an effort to prevent another 
assault from occurring, the mother 
of the victim has partnered with 
other UNC parents to express dorm 
safety concerns to the University.

“It was daylight. He was in his 
own room doing work,” she said. 
“And if that can happen to him, it 
can happen to anyone.”

Following the assault, she posted a 
message to a Facebook group for UNC 
parents. The reaction she received 
was so compelling that she created a 
petition asking for a third-party security 
evaluation of University residence halls. 
At the time of publication, the petition 
had over 3,600 signatures. 

“You know, I’m not trying to be 
litigious. I’m not. I’m not against 
UNC. I just think that if we can’t — 
or if they can’t — admit that their 
security is lacking, then there’s really 
a problem,” she said. 

She  has  found s trength in 
a community of  UNC parents 
w h o  h a v e  m e t  t o  d i s c u s s 
these concerns.  Among these 
individuals is Karen Hornfeck, 
parent of a first-year student.

“We certainly want to make sure 
when something horrific like this 
happens that we come together as 
a community — administrators, 
parents and students — and take 
an honest look at a problem and 
resolve it,” Hornfeck said. 

She said that she decided to 
advocate for increased security, not 
only as a mom with an on-campus 
student, but also as a supporter of 
the victim and his family.  

“ T hat  says  to  him that  he 
matters, that this was something 
that we see has caused pain and 
we don’t want it to happen again, 
and that what he went through is 
not for nothing.”

Together, these parents have 
compiled a list of concerns they 
would like the University to address. 

The list includes five main areas 
of concern, many of which they 
believe would have been helpful 
in the victim’s case: reviewing 
procedures, ensuring that exterior 
dorm doors are secure, limiting 
dorm entry points, communicating 
in a timely fashion about safety 
issues and install ing exterior 
cameras on campus dorms. 

Some parents, including the 
victim’s mother, have heard reports 
that certain exterior doors do not 
close completely, undermining the 
building’s lock system.

There are  also no cameras 
outside of numerous University 
r e s i d e n c e  h a l l s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Carmichael Hall. This means that 
there is no footage of the attacker 
from Oct. 22. 

Lack of footage, paired with 
the fact that the victim was also 
unable to get a good look at the 
assailant, largely decreases the 
likelihood that the assailant will 
be identified. 

“I feel like when you don’t have 
cameras on your campus, you’re 
creating a culture of ‘we don’t want 
to know,’ and that’s not acceptable,” 
the victim’s mother said. 

The mother also expressed 
concerns that there was no alert of 
her son’s assault until five hours later.   

“So you could have reasonably 
been in the room next door. And 
the person who did this could still 
be in the dorm,” she said. 

Noor Kazi, a sophomore at UNC 
who lives in Carmichael, said that she 
has felt less safe following the assault.  

“Thinking that someone could 
violate you so easily just because 
you’re being a nice person and 
letting someone in is very scary to 
me,” she said. 

She felt the impact in little ways, 
like in her suite, where they began to 
lock the doors after the attack.

Kazi said that she didn’t think 
there was any security at the dorm 
further than residents’ keys.   

“I think it’s important for them 
to have cameras outside because I 
know there’s been robberies and 
stuff in other dorm buildings too,” 
she said. 

Overall ,  the mother of  the 
victim said she feels insulted by the 
University’s lack of response and lack 
of helpfulness in supporting her son’s 

transition to remote learning after 
the assault. 

“I have received no response from 
the administration in terms of just 
expressing empathy at all,” she said.

In the end, she said that she 
would not accept silence from the 
University and administration on 
this issue. 

In an email sent to University 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a n d  l o c a l 
politicians she said, “On so many 
levels, I feel as though UNC has 
failed him.”



“They’re not building for us,” 
Mathews said. “That’s the thing that 
we really focus in on, because things 
are not being built for our population.”

While inability to afford housing 
can contribute to housing insecurity, 
things like domestic violence, mental 
health issues, disability, tragedy and 
drug use can also play a role. 

The OCPEH aims to both prevent 
and end homelessness by working 
alongside local government and 
organizations like CEF and IFC. 

While OCPEH primarily connects 
people with emergency shelter or 
financial relief, Waltz said she sees 
a connection between the lack of 
affordable housing and growing 
numbers of people experiencing a 
housing crisis in the county. 

“You can’t talk about homelessness 
without talking about the lack of 
affordable housing. And you can’t 
talk about affordable housing without 
recognizing that some of those 
households are getting displaced by 
20 percent rental increases and will 
end up in our shelters and on the 
streets,” Waltz said. 

E l i z a  B e n b o w  c o n t r i b u t e d 
reporting for this story.
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Community groups help prevent, end homelessness
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS

Services also include 
food security programs, 
emergency financial aid 

By Walker Livingston
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dthcitystate

B e f o r e  h e l p i n g  t h o s e  w h o 
experience housing insecurity, 
Katina Welch was unhoused. 

Welch, a single mom and lifelong 
resident of Orange County, lost her 
housing in 2015 due to familial 
issues and an unexpected rent hike.

“When I moved out, I got this big 
bill for damages that nobody told me 
about while I was there and it went 
on my credit, so it was hard for me to 
rent somewhere else — me and my 
two daughters and grandson were 
homeless,” Welch said.          

After staying on and off with 
friends and in hotels ,  Welch 
reached out to the Community 
Empowerment Fund, a Triangle 
nonprofit that helps individuals with 
transitions out of poverty, and was 
placed in a women’s shelter.

“I was so tired,” Welch said. “You 
are exhausted because you are trying 
to find out where you are going to 
sleep, where to go eat. You’re trying 
to figure out all of these things that 
you don’t think hard about when you 
already have them.” 

At CEF, Welch was introduced to 
economic resources like budgeting 
and entrepreneurial advice. After 13 
months, she found housing in Chapel 
Hill through a housing choice voucher. 

During her time there, Welch 
was connected with the Inter-
Faith Council for Social Service, a 
nonprofit that provides housing, 
food and financial resources.

 She then began to work with 
its voter registration program, 
leading to her current position as a 
community services advocate at IFC.

“With my lived experience, how 
could I not like this job?” Welch said. 
“This is who I am.”

In her role at the IFC, Welch 
connects unhoused individuals with 
services such as permanent supportive 

housing, food security programs, 
community kitchens, emergency 
financial assistance and community 
navigation for unhoused individuals. 

IFC works with CEF and the 
Orange County Street Outreach, Harm 
Reduction and Deflection program, 
which the Orange County Partnership 
manages to End Homelessness.  

“For folks who are experiencing 
homelessness, it is just harder and 
harder to exit homelessness and to 
find a place that is affordable for 
folks who are low income, no income 
or fixed income,” Jenks said.

Housing choice vouchers, like the 
one Welch recieved, are used by IFC to 
connect housing-insecure individuals 
with long-term housing situations. 
However, Jenks said many landlords 
refuse these vouchers as payment.  

Because of this, Jenks said IFC is 
working to secure affordable housing 
by working alongside landlords.

Community organizations, like 
IFC and CEF, see a need for more 
housing for low-income individuals, 
especially those who earn 30 percent 
or lower of the Area Median Income.

Yvette Mathews, office and 
community organizer for CEF, said 
she thinks the lack of housing for low-
income and housing-insecure people 
is a failure of local government.

WOMEN’S SPORTS

UNC field hockey reckons with diversity issues
Team’s recruits over the 
past 20 years have been 
disproportionately white

By Gwen Peace
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @PeaceGwen

The North Carolina women’s 
field hockey team is often seen as a 
national leader in the sport, earning 
nine national championships in its 
52-year-long history.

However, the Tar Heels’ roster is 
no exception to the lack of diversity 
seen sport-wide — especially in 
college.  Among all NCAA Division 
I field hockey players in 2021, 
75 percent are white, 24 percent 
identify as ‘other’ and only one 
percent are Black. 

The data raises questions about 
how field hockey teams at UNC  
and across the country came to 
look this way. The answer might 
lie in recruiting.

On the current UNC roster, 16 
of the players call the Northeastern 
United States home. On top of that, 
12 of the players hail from private 
schools. Six share an alma mater 
with one of their teammates. 

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  2 0  y e a r s , 
excluding international players, 
about 38 percent of UNC field 
h o c k e y  p l a y e r s  h a v e  b e e n 
recrui ted  f rom Pennsy lvania 
alone. These disproportionate 
recruitment trends stem from a 
lack of high school field hockey 
programs in more diverse areas 
throughout the country.

“The structural problem is that 
it ’s  l ike development without 
much intention,” said Victoria 
Jackson, a former UNC athlete 
and sports historian at Arizona 
State University. “(High) schools 
have sports and so colleges can’t 
do much about the pipeline issue 
because the college can’t control 

what schools offer field hockey and 
which don’t.”  

However, Jackson said that 
fact doesn’t completely exonerate 
college field hockey programs.

“If we think of our universities 
as community-serving institutions, 
and public universities as state 
systems serving the people of the 
state, (they have) a responsibility 
to  ser ve  the  people  loca l ly,” 
Jackson said.          

Jackson believes that to fix 
diversity issues at the collegiate 
level, they must first be addressed in 
the K-12 space. This is a tall order, 
which Jackson acknowledged, since 
sports will almost always come 
second to larger issues that need to 
be solved within the public school 
system like education inequality. 

However, colleges like UNC 
could play a part in encouraging 
the development of youth teams. 
Jackson pointed to clinics and 
camps as potential mechanisms 
for driving this movement forward.

This is something that is already 
beginning to happen at UNC.

On Saturday, the inaugural 
Evenin’ Out The Playing Field 
event took place at Karen Shelton 
Stadium. The clinic was for local 
girls and women of color in the 
4th through 12th grades that are 
interested in learning how to play 
field hockey. The event was hosted 
alongside Beyond Our Game, an 
organization co-founded by former 
UNC field hockey team captain 
Courtnie Williamson.  

“I was the only Black member 
of the team for four years and then 
in my fifth year I had the honor of 
becoming the first Black captain 
in the history of the program, 
and it meant the world to me,” 
Williamson said. “I knew that with 
that platform that I was given that 
it was really important for me to 
capitalize on it and to give back and 
to advocate for others that maybe 

didn’t have a voice that was quite 
as loud and as strong.”

The event was spearheaded 
by current UNC students Valery 
Orellana and Nora Elsayed. The 
two former high school players 
started ‘Evenin’ Out The Playing 
Field’ to increase accessibility to 
the sport.

As attendees gathered on the 
field, it was clear how much the 
event meant to Orellana, Elsayed 
and Williamson.   

“I’m holding back tears. This is 
incredible and it just means the 
world to me to be able to diversify 
a sport,” Williamson said. “You 
never see a field hockey field that 
looks like this.” 

As the attendees — many of 
whom had never before played field 
hockey — were walked through 
basic drills and exercises, they let 

their enthusiasm show. Shouts 
of encouragement and laughter 
could be heard from the sideline 
as parents watched their children 
learn the sport. 

“I saw myself in them, truly,” 
Elsayed said. “The first girl who 
came in, I looked at her and she 
was all timid and shy and had never 
held a stick before, and that was me 
in ninth grade. Seeing her at the 
end of the clinic, whacking that ball 
into the end of the field was insane. 
It was really heartwarming.”

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  e v e n t , 
Williamson gathered up all of the 
girls to take them on a tour of the 
UNC field hockey facilities and 
give them a first look at the 2022 
ACC Championship trophy that the 
team had won just the day before.

“There’s so many opportunities 
within field hockey,”  Elsayed said. 

“Creating this clinic was showing 
these girls the opportunities that 
can come from playing this sport, 
showing them the facilities that 
UNC has, the scholarships that 
they could achieve, and just getting 
them out here and hitting the ball, 
and creating a bridge of putting the 
sticks in their hands.”

Elsayed and Orellana plan to 
make these clinics a bi-weekly event.

“It makes me have hope for the 
future, truly, and I cannot wait 
for the future years for Carolina 
because I know their field hockey 
team is going to have more color on 
that field,” Elsayed said.

Hunter  Nelson contributed 
reporting to this story.

DTH DATA VISUALIZATION/FLORA PENG, HARI POTHARAJU AND  SUSIE WEBB

Katina Welch poses for a portrait in the Inter-Faith Council building in 
Carrboro, NC on Nov. 7, 2022. 
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CHAPEL HILL’S NEWEST OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING
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