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For the thousands of  UNC 
students who are not from Chapel 
Hill, going away to college can feel 
like a sort of vacation. But in an 
already unprecedented semester, 
instead of staying in traditional 
dorms like Hinton James and 
Granville Towers, some students 

found themselves living in a hotel. 
For the past two semesters, as 

a result of the sudden closure of 
campus last August amid rising 
COVID-19 cases, more than 70 
UNC students have been living 
at the Graduate Chapel Hill, a 
hotel on Franklin Street that has 
rapidly shifted its business model to 
accommodate student living needs.

Lauren Langley, a first-year 
student, began her fall semester last 
year living at Granville Towers before 
a COVID-19 cluster in her building 
forced her to return home to Charlotte 
to self-isolate. Before she could even 
complete her quarantine window, 

however, the University canceled 
in-person classes and promptly 
informed all on-campus students that 
they would be asked to leave unless 
they had extenuating circumstances.

Despite having a stable at-home 
living situation, with internet and her 
own room, the idea of staying home 
for the semester quickly became 
distressing for Langley and her family.

“I was sitting in there doing 
classwork, and it was just so hard 
to focus on something with my little 
brother doing online school, having 
a dog at home and my dad working 
from home,” Langley said. “It was just 
a lot, and our Wi-Fi was struggling.”

Langley ’s family decided to 
look into off-campus housing 
options and was surprised to find, 
amid countless Facebook posts of 
subleases and apartment vacancies, 
a listing for a hotel.

To Langley, the Graduate filled 
in many of the elements she was 
looking for in a first-year living 
experience. Though the hotel is 
traditionally tailored to visiting 
alumni and parents, it also offered a 
dorm-like environment.

“I wanted to do something that 
was a little less permanent, so the 
hotel was a great middle ground for 
me,” Langley said.

If the Graduate’s student housing 
options seemed to Langley to have 
appeared overnight, it ’s likely 
because they essentially did.

Wes Rowe, general manager 
of the Graduate, said prior to the 
fall semester, the hotel had not 
planned on offering student housing 
accommodations, even with decreased 
business due to the pandemic. That all 
changed on Aug. 17.

“When the University decided 
to send everybody home, we saw 
this massive outcry for housing off 
campus, and we decided to throw 

Students forced off campus try hotel living

End of SAT essay, subject tests Tar Heels 
upset No. 4 
Wolfpack, 

76-69
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A student throws test materials in the air. Universities are waiving their SAT requirements, relieving many applicants. 
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The College Board announced it 
would no longer offer the optional 
essay on the SAT or its supplemental 
subject tests on Jan. 19. UNC expects 
minimal changes to its admissions 
process without test scores, leaving 
students wondering if the tests are 
necessary at all. 

Michael Davis, associate director 
for admissions within the Office of 
Undergraduate Admissions, said 
the UNC System’s decision in July 
to make test scores optional for 
applicants did not greatly impact the 
admission team’s decision-making 
process, and he doubts the SAT’s new 
changes will either. 

“Test scores have always been one 
factor among many in our process,” 
Davis said. “We view our job as 
adding to our community, not just 
reviewing numbers.” 

Davis said roughly two-thirds of 
students who applied to UNC via 
early action this application cycle 
still submitted test scores despite 
them being optional. 

“So we admitted students who 
submitted test scores, we admitted 

UNC 
dentists 
give kids 

a smile
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Dental student Ellyn Adkins 
(right) provides care to a child 
as a part of the UNC Adams 
School of Dentistry ’s annual 
Give Kids a Smile event on Feb. 
5, 2021. The Give Kids a Smile 
event provides underserved 
children with free dental health 
care,  whi le  volunteers  l ike 
dental student Laura Sundmark 
(left) comfort patients. 

SEE DENTISTRY, PAGE 2

students who did not submit test scores and vice versa,” 
Davis said. “We didn’t try to penalize students whether they 
did submit the test scores or not.” 

Peter Mullen, a senior at Knightdale High School who 
was admitted to UNC’s class of 2025, did not submit his 
test scores and said the application being test-optional was 
“a weight lifted” off of his chest. 

“I was having a pretty crazy summer at the time,” 

Mullen said. “I was working a job, I lost a couple family 
members and the last thing I was worried about was 
having to sit in a room and take a test for four hours.” 

Mullen didn’t know the College Board offered subject 
tests, which he said was most likely because his high 
school is one of Raleigh’s lower-income schools. 

By Eve Maddock
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

While many UNC fans spent 
Sunday dealing with the hangover 
that typically accompanies a victory 
over Duke in men’s basketball, the 
women’s team added another win 
in the Triangle rivalries with its 
76-69 upset victory against No. 4 
N.C. State.

Coming off of a three-game losing 
streak, the team was hoping that the 
extra momentum of playing a nearby 
rival would give them the energy to 
bring home a victory.

“We figure it out when it comes 
to State,” graduate guard Stephanie 
Watts said. “We always seem to 
bring our A-game. We consider our 
main rivals Duke, but State down 
the road, we wanna beat them, we 
wanna show we are the team in 
Carolina, so we told the team about 
that. No matter how the season 
goes, we figure out a way to pull it 
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UNC doesn’t expect 
significant changes to its 

admissions process 

Over 70 students have 
been living at the 

Graduate since last fall
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CORRECTIONS
 
A photo caption in the 

Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2021 
edition of The Daily Tar Heel 
print edition stated that 
a sign urging  patrons to 
wear a mask was outside 
of YaYa Tea. The sign was 
not at YaYa Tea, but was in 
the window of Möge Tee 
on Franklin Street. The Daily 
Tar Heel apologizes for the 

error. 

 Contact Editorial Managing 
Editor Brandon Standley  at: 

managing.editor@dailytarheel.com 
with issues about this policy.

Dentistry school hosts annual Give Kids a Smile event

“I feel like that’s something they 
should have told us, and that goes 
with having access to it,” Mullen said. 
“And there are a lot of different social 
groups that might not have access to 
even the SAT or the ACT ... a lot of 
those kids are kind of screwed.” 

Davis said UNC always allowed 
students to submit SAT subject 
tests and essay scores but never 
required them. 

Natalie Ray, a senior at Orange High 
School who was recently admitted to 
UNC, said she took the SAT and the 
ACT but only submitted her ACT 
scores. Ray wrote the essay for the SAT 

once but deemed it unimportant and 
declined to take it again. 

Davis said UNC’s application 
had more writing opportunities this 
year than in the past, as it included 
a question about how COVID-19 
impacted students. 

“I would say that this year we’ve 
definitely seen more information 
shared by students through those 
additional questions,” Davis said. “But 
I haven’t seen that tied to whether 
they submitted a test score or not; it’s 
just been more about each individual 
student deciding how much additional 
context they want to share.” 

UNC has used SAT subject tests 
in the past to help place students in 

language and math courses, but as 
not all students submit these scores, 
the decision to end them will not 
greatly impact the placing process, 
Davis said. 

First-year Rachel Ferris said she 
feels standardized tests aren’t a perfect 
metric of a student’s capability, but she 
understands how they aid the flow of 
the admissions process. 

“This pandemic has given us a 
lot of perspective, and I think that 
that isn’t something we should 
abandon because it’s over,” Ferris 
said. “People are still going to face 
the same struggles they did before 
and during the pandemic, and just 
because you’re not worried about 

your grandma getting sick or losing 
your job doesn’t mean that all of your 
problems have gone away.” 

Ray, Mullen and Ferris al l 
identified accessibility issues within 
standardized testing as a reason why 
tests like the SAT should become less 
important post-pandemic. 

“Not every school has AP or 
IB, or the same extracurricular 
opportunities, and some kids are 
working to put food on the table and 
can’t be playing varsity sports, so I 
think there is a kind of disadvantage 
no matter what category you’re 
comparing kids in,” Ferris said. 

Twitter: @dailytarheel

Standardized testing may be on its way out

DTH/ANGELICA EDWARDS
Dental students screen Alan Salazar, 4, at Give Kids a Smile, an event hosted 
by the UNC Adams School of Dentistry.

By Isabella Reilly
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

The UNC Adams School of 
Dentistry set out to put a smile on 
kids’ faces last Friday — with the 
help of the tooth fairy herself. 

On Feb. 5, the dental school 
provided free care to local children 
at its annual Give Kids a Smile event. 

Give Kids a Smile is a national 
student-run event that occurs 
on the first Friday of February to 
celebrate National Children’s Dental 
Health month, said Dr. Jessica Lee, 
the pediatric and public health 
chairperson at UNC. 

Lee said she hopes the event will 
draw awareness to dental health as 
an emerging public health issue and 
a largely unmet need. 

Tiara Portillo, a parent who 
brought her two children to Friday’s 
event, said it has been challenging to 
get her children to a dentist during 
the pandemic, but the event made it 
convenient for her to do so. 

She hopes her children will take 
dental care seriously after attending 
the event.

Although GKAS usually invites 
all children in need of care, it was 
modified to fit COVID-19 guidelines 

this year. Only children of essential 
front-line workers were seen, Lee said. 

“They kept us safe during this 
pandemic,” Lee said. “This is our way 
of thanking them.” 

Student facilitator Hannah Smith 
said she hopes their services will 
draw children and parents back to 
seek care at the school in the future. 

“A lot of patients we saw became 
regular patients of the school,” Smith 
said. “That’s really rewarding for us to 
not just provide care for the day, but 
to help these kids find a dental home.”

Lee said she hopes GKAS will also 
affect student volunteers, motivating 
them to provide services to those in 
need in their future practices. 

“This is a service they should 
be providing when they graduate,” 
Lee said.

Smith said she hopes those who 
attended Friday’s event left with a 
sense of relief. 

“We hope they leave wanting to 
take care of their teeth and wanting 
to come back to the dentist,” she said. 

In addition to the dental services 
provided, the event featured an 
appearance from Laura Sundmark, 
who has dressed up as the tooth fairy 
and has done so for the last four years. 

Sundmark said she believes her 
presence as the tooth fairy adds to 
the experience and helps promote 
the event’s goal.  

“I think it was really refreshing 
to see the belief in kids,” Sundmark 
said. “The belief for them to know 

they’re going to be okay trusting a 
student doctor or a dentist.” 

Lee said UNC’s dental services are 
open to everyone, and she hopes the 
community will take advantage of them. 

“We don’t turn anyone away,” 
she said. “We’re sometimes the 
place of last resort for a lot of 

families that don’t have access to 
care. We provide care anywhere 
from the housekeeper’s kids to the 
physician’s kids and everyone in 
between. And we’re very proud of 
that fact.”

Twitter: @dailytarheel

Continued from Page 1

Children of essential 
front-line workers were 

given free care at the event
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Stock frenzy challenges amateurs and experts

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/NOUR ZARROUK
Internet investors used Reddit forums to coordinate pumping up the value 
of highly shorted stocks in order to “stick it to wealthy hedge funds.”

By Anthony Howard
Staff Writer

arts@dailytarheel.com

Last week, the trading platform 
Robinhood closed purchases made 
into undervalued companies, most 
notably GameStop. 

Alexander Arapoglou, a professor 
in the Kenan-Flagler Business School, 
said that since Robinhood clears 
through Citadel, a multinational 
hedge fund, its actions follow the 
margin requirements that the hedge 
fund mandates.

“As the price becomes more 
volatile, the possibility of loss 
becomes greater to the clearer, so 
consequently, Citadel will start asking 
for more margin,” Arapoglou said. “If 
Robinhood cannot supply them with 
that margin to protect for the loss, 
Robinhood then has to restrict the 
amount that’s traded.”

In December, the stock price for 
GameStop was $4, but the price 
skyrocketed to roughly $350 within 
the month of January alone. This 
expansion of interest into “dark horse” 
stocks came from social chat rooms on 
Reddit. Posts on the r/WallStreetBets 
subreddit informed investors of 
the inner workings of hedge funds’ 
playbooks and bets against stocks they 
believed would plummet.

The accessibility and ease that 
these platforms provide have 
sparked an interest among young 
people and have created new ways 
for them to make money, or even 
irritate wealthy pockets.

“I thought to myself that I had some 
extra disposable income that I could 
put away, and decided that I would 
be fine to lose the money if it meant 
hurting hedge funds,” Kayla Pope, a 
junior, said.

Colton Browder, a sophomore, 

uses both Robinhood and Fidelity 
to invest in these once-suffering 
companies. He said Robinhood’s 
response was ridiculous.

A recent blog post from Robinhood 
said it lifted restrictions on stock like 
GameStop Thursday afternoon. 
In addition, the blog post said the 
decision was for the protection of its 
investors and that the retail seller is 
“in support of our customers and the 
freedom of retail investors to shape 
their financial future.” 

This  economic future that 
Robinhood speaks of is one that’s 
evolving, and Arapoglou said that for 
amateur investors, the platform might 
not be the best starting point. 

“It’s just a platform where people 
can buy and sell shares, but the 
people who make money in the stock 
market are people who hold on to 
their shares for years and years at a 
time,” Arapoglou said. “The idea that 

all you need to do is download some 
software on your phone and have at it, 
is not much different from betting on 

a football game.”

Twitter: @dakidanthony 

Students use TikTok for activism
These 

shoes were 
made for 
walking

DTH/ATTICUS SOPP
UNC student Reiley Baker volunteers outside a Charlotte women’s health center, only a few yards away from protesters. 

By Lily Chubb
Staff Writer

arts@dailytarheel.com

If the name Reiley Baker sounds 
familiar, it might be because one 
of her viral videos promoting pro-
choice activism showed up on your 
TikTok ‘For You’ Page. You might be 
one of her over 460,000 followers, or 
even in her environmental studies or 
public policy classes.  

B a k e r,  a l s o  k n o w n  a s  @
loveurmother, came across Charlotte 
for Choice, an independent abortion 
clinic, on TikTok in July 2020. Soon 
after, she began serving alongside 
other volunteers as a clinic defender 
and patient escort.

As a clinic defender, Baker 
advocates for patient comfort by 
directing patients to the correct 
parking lot and drowning out the 
noise of anti-abortion protesters. 
Baker said escorts deal directly 
with patients, using large rainbow 
umbrellas to shield them from being 
exposed to protesters as they walk 
the patients safely into the clinic.

Baker volunteers at the clinic 
se vera l  t imes  per  week  and 
uses TikTok to document her 
experiences and interactions with 
anti-abortion protesters.

“It goes a long way because people 
don’t know sometimes that this stuff 
happens to this extent, like how extreme 
it is,” Baker said. “Through TikTok we’ve 

gotten so much support and so many 
donations to our organization and other 
people to get involved in their area.”

Emma Lamberson, a student 
studying economics, is one of the 
volunteers who learned about 
Charlotte for Choice through 
TikTok. Lamberson — or rather, @

mantisshrimplvr — also uses the 
platform to promote pro-choice 
activism to her over 150,000 followers.  

Both Baker and Lamberson have 
encountered hateful comments and 
even death threats for their activism. 
Lamberson has an interesting 
response strategy to cope with 

negativity — when she receives a 
negative comment on TikTok, she 
creates a video reply and discusses 
something related to the popular 
band One Direction. 

Baker and Lamberson both said 

By Ryan Phillips
Staff Writer

arts@dailytarheel.com

Whether they’re working out at 
the gym or walking to Lenoir to grab 
a bite, students are showing off their 
Tar Heel pride — and looking trendy 
— through UNC colorway shoes. 

These sneakers, produced by 
brands like Nike and its subsidiary, Air 
Jordan, feature the school’s distinctive 
Carolina Blue. Men’s basketball 
head coach Roy Williams has often 
been spotted wearing these kicks 
courtside, and they’ve even appeared 
on stars such as LeBron James. Some 
University students wear and collect 
them, including sophomore business 
student Devin Street, who has UNC 
colorway Air Jordan 1 Mid shoes.

“Coming to UNC, I wanted to have 
a certain type of UNC-colored shoes,” 
Street said. “I already owned the UNC 
Pegasus shoes, and then I decided I 
wanted something less athletic-based 
and more lifestyle-based, so that’s 
what really drew me to the Jordan 1s.”

Street said researching the shoes 
and learning about their popularity 
made him more interested in shoes 
in general. He gets most of his 
shoes through limited-supply initial 
releases or through StockX, a popular 
resale website. Meanwhile, first-year 
economics student Victoria Du chooses 
to get many of her shoes through the 
GOAT app, another resale outlet.

Du appreciates the shoes in part 
for their appearance. She has a pair of 
UNC colorway Air Jordan 1 Low shoes. 

“They’re very versatile when you’re 
pairing them with outfits,” Du said. 

Livis Freeman, a professor in the 
Hussman School of Journalism and 
Media, said in addition to looking 
stylish, the shoes help convey a sense 
of school spirit. He said these shoes 
help the University stand out. 

“I think it does so much for our 
University in general and for our 
athletic program,” Freeman said. 
“Everybody knows it’s not sky blue, 
it’s Carolina Blue. And when you talk 
about ‘blue bloods,’ there’s Kentucky, 
there’s Duke, and we always stand out 
with our Carolina Blue.”

Freeman said that Williams’

Where’d Y’all Go? Viral Instagram watchdog page deleted
By Madison Ward

Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
arts@dailytarheel.com

The account administrators 
of “Where Y’all Goin” deleted the 
viral Instagram page on Tuesday 
after receiving serious threats 
when the identity of one of the 
account owners was exposed. After 
speaking to Campus Safety about 
the gravity of the situation, they 
said the threats made against them 
were serious to the extent that 
deleting the account was the best 
way to proceed.

One of the account’s former 
administrators posted a heartfelt 
goodbye message in the Facebook 
group “Bagels Who Discuss.”

“ We  d i s a b l e d  t h e  a c c o u n t 
because of serious threats made 
against us,” the administrator, 

who posted anonymously in the 
Facebook group,  wrote.  “ The 
account itself was blown to a large 
proportion that made it impossible 
t o  m o n i t o r  w i t h o u t  s e r i o u s 
implication on our mental health 
and safety. Additionally, so many 
people who were commending/
DM’ing us we not even in the UNC 
community, which was not part of 
our original intention.”

Senior Molly Cummings said she 
was upset that Where Y’all Goin was 
deleted, because she felt the page was 
one of the only ways students were 
held accountable for failure to follow 
COVID-19 guidelines. But she believes 
the administrators were justified 
in removing the page to protect 
themselves from potential harm.

“I think this account was the first 
time that students were seeing, ‘Oh, 
people are watching,’” Cummings said. 

Rachel Maguire, a first-year 
graduate student, believes that as a 
student and a community member, the 
lack of action taken by the University 
to prevent or punish student partying 
has been disappointing. Maguire said 
she will miss the impact Where Y’all 
Goin had on campus. 

“Where Y’all Goin was definitely 
raising awareness to students in the 
community of how many individuals 
are breaking COVID guidelines — 
gathering in groups larger than 10, 
not social distancing and not wearing 
masks,” Maguire said. 

First-year Ritu Dutta saw Where 
Y’all Goin as an extension of the 
reporting system that Carolina 
Together already has in place and 
thought people would only oppose 
the account if they were complicit 
in wrongdoing. However, Dutta said 
finger-pointing and exposing created 

a negative ambiance that caused 
many students identified in videos 
to feel overwhelmingly attacked.

“ T h e  a c c o u n t  b e i n g  g o n e 
doesn’t expunge the fact that rule-
breaking is simply unacceptable,” 
Dutta said. “Irresponsibility in a 
community effort to fight COVID-
19 is despicable. Account or not, 
the fact remains unchanged: those 
students are guilty of partying on 
lost lives.”

Cummings said she would not 
be shocked if another account 
similar to Where Y’all Goin UNC 
was created. 

“There was a huge population 
of students that really appreciated 
the account,” Cummings said. “So 
I wouldn’t be surprised if we see 
another one here pretty soon.”

Twitter: @dailytarheel

SEE USING, PAGE 4

SEE UNC, PAGE 4
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In Memoriam of

Irene Briggaman
!ank you for your service. 

From the team at

Raleigh interactive murals connect communities

Photo courtesy of Anna Totten
A young girl stands by an art supply box part of the Make Your Mark 
series of sidewalk murals around Raleigh neighborhoods and parks.

By Gabi Allen
Staff Writer

arts@dailytarheel.com

If you find yourself walking down a 
Raleigh sidewalk and see what looks 
like a coloring sheet on the pavement, 
you might want to stop and fill it in. 
The sidewalk murals, which act as a 
real-life coloring book, allow people 
from around the community to add 
their own additions using free art 
supplies housed in small supply boxes 
at the sites.   

Designer and illustrator Anna 
Totten created Make Your Mark, the 
series of interactive sidewalk murals 
across Raleigh. 

“It keeps changing as people add 
to it using chalk, but the outline stays 
there,” Totten said. “And then with 
rain or a hose, it basically regenerates 
so that it’s an activity you can revisit 
over time.”

Totten came up with the idea for 
Make Your Mark at the beginning of 
the pandemic. Being a mother, she 

was inspired to create something fun 
and safe that her young kids can do 
outdoors while remaining COVID-
19-safe. 

“We’re being cautious about 
going out, so the idea of having 
something that sti l l  connects 
you with your community was 
something that came to mind,” 
Totten said.

The project was created with 
the support of  Raleigh Arts, 
Neighborhood Art Funds and with 
the help of Deft and Level, a carpentry 
company based in the Triangle.

Scott “Skinny” Eney, owner of Deft 
and Level, constructed the small 
houses that hold the free-to-use art 
supplies for the mural.

“Skinny was involved with helping 
us design and build the house in a 
way that was weatherproof and 
accessible to kids,” Totten said. “And 
then I was involved with the look 
and the art of it, doing the painting 
and the graphics of the boxes and 

painting everything on the ground.”
The art supplies inside the houses 

at each installation are provided by 
the City of Raleigh.

The mural is currently only located 
in Worthdale Park, but there are plans 
to expand to more neighborhoods 
and parks throughout Raleigh.

Totten said Make Your Mark 
allows people in the Raleigh 
community to engage with art and 
see something that’s different. 

She hopes the interactive murals 
are a chance to bring the community 
together in a safe way.

“I’m glad that the City of Raleigh 
is still making an effort to get people 
involved in art, especially during 
the pandemic,” said UNC first-year 
Maddie Fan, whose hometown is 
Raleigh. “SPARKcon, which is this 
giant chalk art festival downtown, 
didn’t get to take place this year, so it’s 
great that there are still other creative 
outlets for people in Raleigh.”

Even though crowds are not 

something people can participate in 
right now, Totten said there are still 
other ways to connect with people.

“I think being able to see the 
mural change over time helps 
us know that even if we’re not 

interacting or seeing as many people 
as we may be used to, that we know 
that there’s people out there still 
doing things, still living life.” 

Twitter: @allen_gabi

their social media activism has led to positive 
interactions, including clinic patients 
thanking them for their support.  

The subject of activism is rife with 
questions about the First Amendment and 
which types of expression are protected.

Brooks Fuller is a media law professor at 
Elon University who wrote a dissertation on 
protected and unprotected expression and 
conducted his research at abortion clinics.

Part of Baker’s and Lamberson’s volunteer 
work consists of confronting anti-abortion 
protesters who attempt to discourage 
patients from entering the clinic. Baker 
said sometimes they do this by drowning 

the protesters out with kazoos, recorders or 
cowbell, a tactic Fuller said is protected by 
the First Amendment.

In  t e r m s  o f  a d v i c e  t o  s t u d e n t s 
wanting to get involved in activism, 
Fuller recommended having a means to 
document anything that happens. He said 
this information can be powerful in case 
anything happens to anyone involved.

“The line between unprotected violent 
speech and fully protected political speech 
is notoriously murky,” Fuller said. “There’s a 
long tradition in the country and across the 
world of political speech being shrouded in 
violent imagery and violent language.”

Twitter: @lchubb4

choice to wear UNC colorway shoes at 
games helps draw attention and popularity 
to these shoes — and that his nonchalant 
approach to wearing them adds even more 
swagger to the look.

Because these shoes are inspired by the 
University and its color scheme, some would 
like to see UNC students get early access to 
these exclusive shoes.

“I would love for there one day to be a 
student-exclusive shoe,” Street said. “With 
the way it is right now, very few students 
are able to get their hands on UNC colorway 
shoes in the first place.” 

Du agreed, saying that this would 

afford students the opportunity to avoid 
overpriced resales. 

A new UNC colorway shoe is expected 
to come out on March 6 – the Air Jordan 1 
Retro High OG “University Blue.”

Freeman, who has worked with the Air 
Jordan brand, said outside of making shoes 
inspired by the University, the company 
walks the walk by helping students who 
aspire to work in the industry. 

“They understand how valuable it is to 
have these relationships,” Freeman said. 
“Not just putting out shoes and exclusive 
orders, but actually working with students 
and having them be a part of the process.”

Twitter: @phillipsonfilm

Using TikTok for activism UNC themed shoes grow in popularity
Continued from Page 3 Continued from Page 3
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Distanced dates in the season of love

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/CALLI WESTRA
Couples are being forced to change their ordinary traditions in order to celebrate safely this Valentine’s Day.

By Hannah Kaufman
Staff Writer

arts@dailytarheel.com

No matter if students are single, 
taken or overly dependent on late-

night conversations with a Roblox 
boyfriend, quickly approaching 
is one of the most controversial 
and commercialized holidays in 
modern day. To many, this is a day 
of laughter, kisses and waiting for a 
fluffy little animal — and no, it’s not 
Groundhog Day.  

Happy Valentine’s Day. 
Although the Yogurt Pump closes at 

10 p.m., these couples have found ways 

to keep their V-Day sweet all day long. 
One Valentine’s Day journey begins 

with a nine-hour-long expedition. 
First-year Ella Feathers’ long-
distance boyfriend, Eli, is traveling 
cross-country for the special day. 

“He’s coming from Portland, 
Oregon,” Feathers said. “He is not 
going to get here until 4:05 in the 
evening, so my roommate is going 
to go pick him up from the Raleigh 

airport and drive him back here, and 
when he gets here, I’m going to have 
a fondue dinner made.”

While the nine-hour flight and 
layover is a large commitment, Feathers 
declared that she was still carrying most 
of the weight for their date. 

“I planned the fondue dinner, but he 
had to actually plan how to get here,” 
Feathers said. “I’d say I did most of the 
work, actually. I have to melt the cheese 
in the pot and cut up the bread — he’s 
only got to fly across the country!” 

Feathers isn’t the only one with 
a significant other on the opposite 
coast. First-year Sonny Santiago 
won’t be able to see his long-
distance girlfriend in California for 
Valentine’s Day, but he is still hoping 
for a special gift.

“I would love food,” Santiago said. 
“But it’s gonna probably be a little gift. 
It’s gonna be a heartfelt gift, I know for 
sure, but I was hoping for food.”

Although Santiago is excited 
to send his girlfriend flowers and 
talk over FaceTime, his favorite 
Valentine’s Day era dates back to 
before he even knew what it meant 
to have a girlfriend.

“If I didn’t have a girlfriend, 
I would not pay attention to 
Valentine’s Day,” Santiago said. “But 
as a younger kid, Valentine’s Day was 
a big deal for sure. If I didn’t get a 
Valentine-gram or something, I was 
crying in my bed.”

While many miss the surprise of 
opening sticky, handmade love letters 

from their third-grade crush, first-year 
Eleanor Morton said that she and her 
girlfriend, Alyssa, are taking their gift 
reveal to a whole new level. 

The two first-years live together in 
Carrboro but said they plan to drive 
to their local grocery store for the first 
part of their Valentine’s Day adventure.

“Since we live together, we didn’t 
get any gifts or anything, and we’re 
planning on going to Walgreens or 
something and buying each other 
stuff there,” Morton said. “We’re going 
to do it separately and then go to the 
car and show each other what we got 
each other. It’ll be a little surprise.”

The couple is also planning on 
driving to Cary to buy chocolate 
strawberries, try boba tea and eat 
takeout food in the car. But despite the 
promise of sweets, Morton is especially 
excited to listen to music together on 
the 30-minute road trip from Carrboro.

“Honestly, the drive will be fun 
because we always drive over Jordan 
Lake, and it’s always really pretty,” 
Morton said.

From eating fondue dinners to 
reflecting on a third-grade crush, 
Valentine’s Day provides the perfect 
excuse to celebrate and spend time 
with the people students care about. 

“Usually when I visit or she comes 
here, we just have a good time,” 
Santiago said. “It’s kind of like a gift 
in itself, just being able to hang out 
with each other every now and then.”

Twitter: @ _hannahkaufman

Love in their own right: LGBTQ+ Valentine’s

DTH/CYNTHIA LIU
Blaque Robinson poses for a portrait. “The things we do on ... Valentine’s 
Day should be a part of our general ethic of life and love,” Robinson said. 

By Anthony Howard
Staff Writer

arts@dailytarheel.com

I n  e d u c a t i o n a l  s p a c e s , 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  s u r r o u n d i n g 
LGBTQ+ communities and the 
various shapes that love and 
relationships can take aren’ t 
brought to the forefront.  For 
those who identify as part of the 
community, there are few role 
models to look up to or learn from. 

W i t h  V a l e n t i n e ’ s  D a y 
approaching, educators at UNC 
who identify as LGBTQ+ uncover 
their personal journeys and stories 
of love, talk about their plans for 
the holiday and share advice for 
students who wish to imagine love 
in their own right. 

Questions and answers have 
been edited for brevity and clarity. 

B l a q u e  R o b i n s o n ,  f o u r t h -

year graduate student in the 
Department of Sociology (identifies 
as queer):

DTH:  What advice would you 
give to young people and students 
who are either lonely on Valentine’s 
Day or are coming to terms with 
their sexuality and hope to one day 
express themselves openly?

BR: “While all of the feelings 
about Valentine’s  Day can be 
difficult, what you want in life is a 
love that does not need a date to 
be validated … Think more deeply 
about what the sentiments around 
this holiday are and if it’s about you 
longing to be out, you are longing 
to hold hands with somebody 
and you feel fear around that, 
then that’s another thing. When I 
started to love myself fully for who 
I was, I did not care what anybody 
else said about me. I recognized 
completely that we face the fear 
of violence all of the time in the 
queer community. You want to be 
careful about where you go and 
where you are. At the same time, 
we cannot continue to live in fear 

and make ourselves small because 
we’re afraid of backlash.”

Edward Moreira  Bahnson, 
assistant professor in the UNC 
School of Medicine’s Department of 
Surgery, division of vascular surgery 
(identifies as bisexual and queer): 

DTH: What advice would you 
give to young people/students who 
are either lonely on Valentine’s 
Day or are coming to terms with 
their sexuality and hope to one day 
express themselves openly?

EMB: “My advice is don’t try to 
fit any predetermined box. For me, 
the label ‘bisexual’ is meaningful 
because it was liberating. It’s like, 
‘Oh, it’s not that I am weird because 
I like both.’ Then again, if you ask 
me today, I live a completely gay life. 
I am in a monogamous, committed 
relationship, married for seven 
years with a man who’s gay. I don’t 
know if I ever envisioned it, but 
love is unpredictable.” 

KD Brown, doctoral student 
in the Department of Geology 
(identifies as transgender nonbinary 
and uses they/them pronouns): 

DTH:  Can you define what 
polyamory is for you and how you 
navigate connections and love 
through this relationship dynamic?

KB:  “I would define poly as 
ethical, non-monogamy for me. 
By ethical, I mean you are very 

transparent about who you’re 
dating.  I  think just  al lowing 
yourself  the ability to pursue 
pleasure, in whatever form that is, 
is essential.”

Twitter: @dakidanthony

Getting creative with gift-giving amid the pandemic

By Hannah Kaufman
Staff Writer

arts@dailytarheel.com

With Valentine’s  Day r ight 
a r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r,  o n l i n e 
s h o p p i n g  i s  h i g h  o n  m a n y 
s t u d e n t s ’  t o - d o  l i s t s .  Fr o m 
customized posters to homemade 
g i f t s ,  s t u d e n t s  a r e  f i n d i n g 
alternative ways to give presents 
to the people they care about.

Despite the lack of in-store 
shopping  opt ions ,  f i r s t -year 
Abigail Kessel said her gift-giving 
creativity has only grown through 
the pandemic.

“ R e c e n t l y  I  g o t  R i l e y,  my 
boyfriend, a monkey from the 
World Wildlife  Fund because 

he really likes monkeys and it 
donates money, so it’s a win-win,” 
Kessel said. “My boyfriend also 
really loves his dogs, and there’s 
this website, PupSocks, where you 
can get socks with your dog’s face 
on them, so I got him socks with 
his dog’s face and he liked them 
a lot.”

First-year Sophie Dubois said 
that while she prefers homemade 
gifts, there are a few websites that 
allow her to give gifts that are just 
as personal. 

“There’s this website called 
Society6, it ’s basically a place 
where artists will submit their 
designs and then they sell products 
with those designs on them,” 
Dubois said. “There was this one 
design that was mushrooms, and 
my dad loves mushrooms, so my 
mom got him a whole set of things 
with that design on it — a cutting 
board, an apron and cups with that 

design on it.”
D u b o i s  s a i d  t h a t  f o r  a 

secret Santa gift exchange she 
par t ic ipated in  recent ly,  she 
wanted to buy her “secret Santa” 
some Taylor Swift merchandise, 
but  al l  of  the online options 
were either overly expensive or 
unattractive. Dubois ended up 
deciding to make her own. 

“I edited a photo on PicsArt of 
all of us and our friends plus Taylor 
Swift,” Dubois said. “So then I got 
it printed at Walgreens into a big 
poster that she could hang in her 
dorm because she just moved back 
in at UNC.”

Kessel and Dubois both said they 
enjoy looking for gift ideas on social 
media platforms such as TikTok. 

“I do like TikTok gift guides,” 
Kessel said. “I know that’s cheesy, 
but they’re really useful and I feel 
like for a good gift, you just kind of 
know the person well enough that 

it’s less, ‘Where should I find it,’ and 
more, ‘I know this person would 
want something like this.’”

Dubois  also said she finds 
herself scrolling through these 
accounts, but that they often make 
her question her own spending 
budget. She said that although she 
sees people on social media buying 
their significant others expensive 
gifts, she chooses to turn to more 
meaningful presents.

“If you don’t have the money to 
give them a fancy gift, you have to 
give them something that’s personal 
and heartfelt, because the emotional 
value of it definitely raises the price 
some,” Dubois said. 

First-year Alex Ahn said that 
while he doesn’t usually seek out 
online inspiration for his own 
gifts, he likes seeing what other 
people are doing over social media.

“Viewing other people’s gifts to 
each other doesn’t make a whole 

lot of difference in my selection 
since I try to make sure that 
my gifts are personalized,” Ahn 
said. “At the very least it’s not a 
hindrance — I enjoy seeing what 
other people get as well.”

No matter where she gets her gift-
spo, Kessel said the act of gift-giving 
is more important to her now than 
ever before.

“I think I’m more inclined to 
give gifts now because everyone 
is just so sad all the time,” Kessel 
said. “It’s such a depressing time, 
so doing something to brighten 
someone’s day and giving them 
a gift is really nice and really 
heartfelt, and is so much more 
essential during these times.”

Twitter: @_hannahkaufman

LOVE IN THE AIR | VALENTINE’S DAY 2021

Students share plans to 
stay safe this Valentine’s 

Day

Queer educators at 
UNC give advice for 

Valentine’s Day

Students find ways to 
give personal gifts to 

loved ones

DTH ONLINE:  To read more 
about how students are celebrating 
Valentine’s Day, visit dailytarheel.com
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Buc-ee’s withdrawal: A win for Efland

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/NOUR ZARROUK
A controversial proposal for a new Bucc-ee’s Gas Station in Efland, Orange County was recently withdrawn by the Texas convenience store chain. 

By Henry Haney
Assistant City & State Editor

city@dailytarheel.com

The zoning application for the 
proposed Buc-ee’s Efland Station 
has been withdrawn by the Texas gas 
station and convenience store chain.

In a statement released Friday, Stan 
Beard, the company’s Director of Real 
Estate, said Orange County is “not 
a suitable fit” for the project, which 
would have been located off Exit 161 
of the Interstate 40/85 corridor.

“Unfortunately, Orange County 
Commissioners were not receptive 
to 200 jobs with starting pay of $15 
per hour and full benefits, more than 
$1 million in direct tax revenue and 
multiple services that would create 
additional jobs, tax revenue and benefit 
a sector of the community that has been 
historically underserved,” Beard said.

Various organizations from Efland, 

a rural community of around 730 
residents, and across Orange County 
opposed the development on the basis it 
would bring traffic and environmental 
problems to the community. 

Jared Cates, an organizer for A 
Voice for Efland and Orange, said 
some have criticized the group as being 
anti-development, which he refutes. 

“We’re anti sticking all this gasoline 
right next to a critical watershed,” he 
said. “We’re anti having 25,000 car 
trips a day polluting our air, polluting 
with sound and noise.”

O t h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
organizations, such as the Eno River 
Association and the Orange County 
Soil & Water Conservation District, 
also expressed their concerns to the 
Board of Commissioners about the 
project. They cited the public health 
and environmental consequences of 
any sort of spill or accident from the 
project, which would have had 120 

gas nozzles and a 250-foot car wash.
Commissioner Renee Price said 

the goals of Buc-ee’s and the goals 
of the county were not in alignment, 
though she hopes the chain can find a 
suitable location. She said the project 
would not fulfill the county’s goal of 
zero carbon emissions by 2050 and 
voiced concerns about the watershed 
and potential contamination.

“I  think the overwhelming 
majority of people in Orange County 
are concerned about the environment  
and trying to reduce our dependence 
upon fossil fuels,” she said. “And then, 
water is so important to life.”

Commissioner Earl McKee was 
more supportive of the development, 
though he acknowledged the 
environmental concerns of community 
members and other officials. He said 
the Buc-ee’s travel station would have 
offered a significant boost in county 
tax revenue, which could be put 

toward Orange County schools, parks 
and other social services. 

“My fear is that money will go to a 
community and a county very close to 
us,” he said. 

Much of that revenue, he said, 
would have come from people 
passing through Orange County who 
wouldn’t cost the county anything in 
terms of services. That revenue would 
alleviate the county’s dependence on 
homeowners for tax revenue. 

Buc-ee’s is still committed to 
expanding its company across the 
Southeast and North Carolina and 
said it would evaluate other sites 
statewide for travel centers.

“We remain committed to North 
Carolina, and are confident we will 
find another location that is suitable 
to the unique travel experience BUC-
EE’S brings,” Beard said.

Twitter: @dailytarheel

Cooper 
advises 

in-person 
instruction

By Kayla Guilliams
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Gov. Roy Cooper and statewide 
education leaders expressed their 
support for resuming K-12 in-person 
instruction in a Feb. 2 press conference 
in a letter to school board members 
and superintendents. The letter comes 
as educators, parents, students and 
school system leaders grapple with 
how best to approach instruction 
nearly a year into the pandemic. 

Cooper’s support stems from 
research suggesting that schools 
can reopen safely when COVID-19 
mitigation strategies are in place and 
that children are less likely to have or 
spread COVID-19. However, research 
is still evolving, with some studies and 
epidemiologists stating that closing 
schools can help reduce transmission. 

Since August, at least 90 of the 
state’s 115 school districts have safely 
provided in-person instruction, 
Cooper said in the letter. 

“Protecting the health and safety 
of the people of this state, especially 
our children and our teachers, has 
been our goal,” Cooper said in a 
press release. “...Research done right 
here in North Carolina tells us that 
in-person learning is working and 
that students can be in classrooms 
safely with the right safety protocols 
in place.”

Cooper’s letter prompted the

Gov. Roy Cooper

Chapel Hill staple seeks community support
By Graham Hill

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

After struggling with financial 
stress created by the COVID-19 
pandemic, Chapel Hill restaurant 
Bandido’s started a GoFundMe 
campaign last month to supplement 
its lull in foot traffic. 

The Mexican cafe has been part of 
the Chapel Hill community for almost 
26 years. Founded by Tony Sustaita 
along with his wife, the two Atlanta 
natives visited the Triangle and said 
they fell in love with the area. 

“On a whim, within a few months, 
I was living here,” Sustaita said. 
“We cashed everything we had and 
opened Bandido’s.”

The restaurant grew, and soon 
the Sustaitas opened more locations, 
including a location in Hillsborough 
and a food truck. But, the pandemic 
hit the business hard — forcing 
Sustaita to close the Hillsborough 
location and discontinue the food 
truck’s operations. 

The only remaining location is the 
Chapel Hill store on Franklin Street. 
Sustaita said at the beginning of the 
pandemic, the restaurant employed 
34 people, but it’s now operating 
with just six employees. 

ORANGE COUNTY NEWS IN YOUR INBOX EVERY MONDAY
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Looking for support

Their goal is to raise $25,000, 
enough to support the restaurant 
for about three months, at which 
point Sustaita hopes the situation 
will have improved. 

“For any restaurant to last 25 years 
in Chapel Hill is an accomplishment, 
so asking for help through the 
GoFundMe was sort of a matter of a 
personal feeling of failure,” Sustaita 
said. “But, listening to the advice of 
some customers, I took a deep breath 
and said ‘OK, let’s do this.’” 

The GoFundMe has raised over 
$3,000 so far, and donations dropped 
off in person totaled about $2,000. 

Community reactions

Aidan Paul, a senior at UNC, was 
born in the Triangle and said he 
loves Bandido’s for three reasons. 

“I  have a lot of  childhood 
memories of it,  the excellent 
bottomless margaritas and the third 
is El Gigante,” he said.

El Gigante is a Bandido’s specialty, 
a 4.5-pound burrito described by 
Sustaita as the size of a Sunday 
newspaper. If someone manages 
to finish the entire thing in under 
two hours, they are honored with a 
special T-shirt and recognition on 
the restaurant’s Facebook page. 

Paul and his friend Andrew King, 

a UNC graduate, decided to have an 
El Gigante faceoff where they both 
ordered the burrito and competed to 
see who would finish first. 

The record time for finishing the 
burrito is nine minutes, with the 
average at an hour and a half. King 
did it in 12. 

“I was completely blown out of the 
water and ever since, we’ve wanted 
to do a rematch. If they close, it will 
never happen,” Paul said.

For them, this memory is just one 
more reason they want Bandido’s to 
stick around. 

Sustaita is grateful for all those 
who have donated so far, as well as to 
the business’s landlord and creditors 

who have been understanding 
during these times. 

“We see the light at the end of 
the tunnel, with the vaccine and the 
change in the administration, we 
just need a little help to reach that 
light,” he said. 

Sustaita said he already has 
plans on how he will thank the 
restaurant’s supporters. 

“I tell these people when they 
donate: when we make it, and we 
will, this is true, I’m gonna have a 
huge thank you party and invite those 
contributors, big and small,” he said. 
“Just a special dinner thanking them.”

Twitter: @GrahamHill3110

Local environmentalists’ action pays off
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Local nonprofits deliver books to prisons

PHOTO COURTESY OF LIZ SCHLEMMER
A volunteer answers a book request from an incarcerated individual. Two 
Durham nonprofits receive and fulfill prisoner’s requests for books statewide.

By Bethany Lee
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

“Books. I want them. I need them.”
This excerpt from a letter, written 

by an incarcerated person in North 
Carolina, is one of many sent to 
Prison Books Collective and the N.C. 
Women’s Prison Book Project, two 
Durham nonprofits that answer book 
requests each week from incarcerated 
individuals in North Carolina. 

On weekly workdays, volunteers 
fulfill requests from their supply of 
donated and purchased books, answer 
letters and deliver packages to the 
post office to send back to the prisons. 
Each week, Prison Books Collective, 
which also sends books to prisons 
in Alabama, mails about 20 to 50 
packages and the N.C. Women’s Prison 
Book Project mails between 15 and 25.

Prison Books Collective was born 
out of a now-closed bookstore and 
community center in Carrboro called 
Internationalist Books. Staff and 
frequent visitors formed Prison Books 
Collective in 2006, which split again 
into the N.C. Women’s Prison Book 
Project in 2013. Both organizations 
now share a space in Durham.

Meghan McDowell, who has 
volunteered with the N.C. Women’s 
Prison Book Project since it began, 
said the organization was formed 
partly because of rising incarceration 
rates in women’s facilities. In the past 
40 years, they have increased by over 
700 percent.

Leigh Lassiter, who has worked 
with Prison Books Collective 
since 2016, said they got involved 
because of their interest in criminal 
justice reform. They believe the 
U.S. uses prisons to warehouse, and 
then forget, a substantial amount 
of the population. 

They said sending books to 
incarcerated individuals felt like 
bringing back humanity to people 

the public has forgotten.
Lawrence Chadbourne, who has 

been volunteering with PBC since 2014, 
said they get requests for all kinds of 
books, including Westerns, business 
guides, mysteries, how-to books, 
dictionaries, romance and history. 

“Sometimes it’s very specific 
or strange requests, which are 
surprising,” Chadbourne said. “People 
are interested in different things like 
Wicca and Norse mythology, so we try 
to have some of that available.”

Besides books, PBC distributes 
small pamphlets called “zines” 
across the nation. It also publishes 
a semi-regular collection, “Words 
of  Fire ,”  which includes art , 
poetry, short stories and essays by 
incarcerated people.

Since the pandemic began, only a 
small group of consistent volunteers 
can meet in the workspace to 
answer requests, but they are 
looking forward to reopening their 
space to community members. 

“Considering what’s going on 
I think we’re doing fairly well,” 

Chadbourne said. “They’re doing 
a good job and we’re getting 
donations and we’re just plugging 
away, and I hope we can continue 
doing that.”

Until then, both organizations 
are currently accepting book and 
monetary donations.

Twitter: @DTHCityState

BRIEFS
The return to in-person classes
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools will 

start phasing students in to in-person 
learning starting April 19.  

T he  CHCCS Board of  Educat ion 
unanimously approved a hybrid return-to-
learning plan at a Feb. 4 meeting. 

Under the approved hybrid learning 
plan, students in pre-K, kindergarten and 
grades one, two, six and nine, in addition to 
students in Exceptional Children programs, 
will return to classrooms on April 19. All 
other grades will follow on April 26.  

Students will be assigned into a cohort 
that meets in person either Monday/

Tuesday or Thursday/Friday. Wednesday 
will be an asynchronous day for everyone 
so the building can be cleaned.

During the meeting, board members 
received an update on student performance 
in the first quarter. In both middle school 
and high school, the average percentage of 
students earning Fs was up about 4.5 percent. 

When these numbers are broken down, 
in both middle and high school, the amount 
of Fs was up at least nine percentage points 
among Black students, Latinx students, 
students with disabilities and English 
learners.

The board will meet again Feb. 18.
Susie Webb

Town response to Franklin rush 
Local government officials will meet 

with UNC leadership Wednesday following 
hundreds of students rushing Franklin 
Street Saturday to discuss stronger measures 
for preventing violations of local and state 
ordinances from UNC students. 

The Town was hopeful students would 
do the right thing due to messaging from 
UNC, according to a Monday press release. 
However, the press release said prior 
planning efforts allowed the Town to get the 
hundreds of students rushing Franklin Street 
off in about 30 minutes without conflict. 

Police officers were on the scene from the 

start of the rush, though it appears there was no 
coordinated law enforcement effort to disperse 
the crowd until about 30 minutes into the event.

“We will continue to think differently to 
avoid such gatherings in the future,” the press 
release said. 

The press release also said Orange County 
and Chapel Hill leaders are calling on students 
who rushed Franklin Street to quarantine and 
test regularly. 

The Chapel Hill Police Department 
will be working with UNC to assist with 
any information gathering to follow up 
with students who were in violation of 
community standards. 

Sonia Rao

Carrboro-based nonprofits 
continue sending books 

despite pandemic

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM
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DTH FILE/MORGAN PIROZZI
Pharmacist Sue Patel prepares a syringe with a dose of the Moderna vaccine.

By Kelli Raner
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Chapel Hill resident Betty Sonner, 
96, received her first dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine on Feb. 2. After 
months of self-isolation and fear, 
Sonner said she finally is beginning to 
see the light at the end of the tunnel.

The North Carolina vaccination 
process kicked off in December, 
allowing Orange County residents 
to begin receiving doses. 

Though currently restricted 
to the top priority groups, which 
include health care workers, long-
term care residents and people 
over the age of 65, the vaccine has 
already been administered to over a 
million state residents.

Despite the progress, the county is 
still many doses away from returning 
to life pre-COVID-19. As a result, 
those in Orange County who have been 
vaccinated are continuing to take the 
necessary precautions to avoid exposure. 
Sonner said she still plans to continue 
to abide by government COVID-19 
regulations and avoid exposure.

“I think that because there’s so 
much going on right now, I don’t 
think we’re going to do any major 
changes in our lifestyle until things 
calm down and more shots are given 
out,” Sonner said. “We’re gonna wear 
our mask all the time and just be very 
careful distancing.” 

As a professor at Duke University 
over the age of 65, Gerry Cohen 
received his first dose of the vaccine on 
Jan. 25 through Duke Hospitals.

Though he has begun the vaccination 
process, Cohen plans to continue to 
listen to COVID-19 regulations until 

the pandemic is a thing of the past. 
He said he always wears his mask and 
follows the recommended guidelines to 
prevent the spread.

“I’m going to continue doing that 
certainly well into the fall,” Cohen 
said. “(The vaccine) is 94 or 95 percent 
efficacy, which means there’s a 6 percent 
chance I’m not really protected.” 

Cohen is correct: according to 
leading COVID-19 vaccination 
companies Pfizer and BioNTech, 
their vaccines have an efficacy 
rate of 95 percent. In addition, 
Russian producer Sputnik has also 
promoted its 90 percent efficacy.

These statistics are reassuring 
when it comes to ending the spread 
of the virus, but the vaccine does 
not facilitate an immediate return 
to life as normal in Orange County.

UNC Medical Center nurse 
manager Turkeisha Brown has been 
working on the front lines since the 
start of the pandemic. For her, the 
beginning of the vaccination process 
was marked by hopefulness. 

“It was a surreal experience,” 
Brown said. “I was excited to be doing 
this, not just for myself but for my 
family, friends and my patients.”

After getting her shots, however, 
Brown said she’s continuing to take the 
government-advised precautions by 
wearing her mask, washing her hands 
and practicing physical distancing. 

David Wohl, a professor of medicine 
for the Division of Infectious Diseases 
at UNC, said it is important to continue 
to take the proper precautions and 
abide by government regulations. 
Though he received his second dose 
on Jan. 5, he said he has maintained 
his safe approach to the pandemic.

“We know the vaccine protects 

people from getting sick,” Wohl said. 
“We don’t know that the vaccine 
prevents you from getting infected 
and infecting others.”

Working as the medical director of 
the COVID Vaccination Clinic at UNC 
Hospitals Hillsborough Campus, 
Wohl said he has experienced 
firsthand the ins and outs of vaccine 
distribution and impact.

Wohl  sa id  s ince  the  s tate 
government is not receiving as 
many doses as it needs from the 
federal government, there is inherent 
inefficiency in the Orange County 
vaccine distribution process.

Throughout Chapel Hill and the 
surrounding region, the scramble to get 
an appointment has been a common 
issue for qualified vaccine recipients.

Cohen and Wohl said UNC and 
Duke University are aiming to make 
the sign-up process as seamless as 
possible for patients. Cohen said 
his experience getting his first dose 
through Duke was simple.

“I’m really looking forward to 
my second shot,” Sonner said. “And 
I wish everybody would hurry up 
and get their shots too.”

Twitter: @dailytarheel

DTH/EMILY KUMAR
Gunzo Bethea, facilities operation 
manager at the IFC in Carrboro, poses 
for a portrait at the loading dock where 
he spends most of his time working.

By Audrey Selley
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

The Inter-Faith Council for Social 
Service, the largest provider of social 
safety net services in Orange County, 
opened the doors of a new 16,000+ 
sq. ft. facility in late January. The 

new Carrboro building replaces 
the organization’s former, smaller 
building in the same location. 

The IFC Commons, funded 
through a $6 million capital campaign 
of more than 700 individuals and 
organizations, was designed by Jim 
Spencer Architects. The group also 
helped design the IFC’s 16,500 sq. 
ft. local shelter for men, Community 
House, which was built in 2015.

Jennifer Gill, development and 
communications director for the IFC, 
said the new design incorporates 
natural light, open space and uplifting 
artwork, reflecting its intent to provide 
a welcoming community space for 
Orange County residents in need. 

IFC Commons marks the first 
time in the organization’s 57-year 
history that all of the IFC’s major 
non-shelter programs will be in one 
building. Other programs run by the 
IFC include HomeStart shelter for 
women and families. 

“This building was made possible 
by the generosity of the community, 
and we want it to be a space where 
anyone is welcome,” Gill said. 

‘Built for the purposes it serves’

A main goal of the design was 
to provide a space that effectively 
facilitates the organization’s programs, 

which are aimed at alleviating and 
addressing the root causes of poverty. 

Features of the new building 
include a second-floor outdoor terrace 
and community room with computers 
and telephones available for public 
use. People without internet or phone 
access can use the computers to apply 
for jobs, print official documents and 
more. There are also lockers to keep 
personal belongings. 

Down the hallway is the dining 
room and kitchen, which serves 
hot meals 365 days a year. The 
new kitchen space is bigger than 
its old location at Chapel Hill’s Old 
Town Hall. 

Gill said the larger space will allow 
the IFC to serve more people more 
efficiently. At the old location, a rainy day 
would often mean fewer people came 
to get a meal, but the covered courtyard 
should help solve that problem.

For people without a car, the 
building is near the bus line, and 
the parking garage makes it a more 
dignified experience for folks picking 
up groceries, Gill said.

Around the corner from the 
kitchen is the community market, 
which provides approximately 1,300 
bags of groceries to Orange County 
households every month. Volunteers 
like Barbara Wildemuth pack the 
bags during the pandemic, but the 

space is set up like a grocery store so 
that when it is safe, families will be 
able to pick out their own food. In 
2020, the IFC provided over 15,000 
bags of groceries to families in need.

“One thing I have noticed is we 
are getting a lot more new people 
that can’t quite get by,” Wildemuth, 
a retired UNC professor, said. 

Next to the market is a loading 
dock, which Gunzo Bethea, facilities 
operation manager for the IFC, said 
was missing in the previous buildings. 
The loading dock will increase 
efficiency with moving food deliveries. 

On the third floor are staff offices 
and rooms to facilitate the IFC’s 
various social justice initiatives. 
T he  in i t iat ives  advocate  for 
systems-level change by elevating 
historically marginalized voices in 
the political process. 

Bethea said he has worked with 
the IFC for almost 10 years. Before 
he was facilities operation manager, 
he served as manager of staff for the 
organization’s men’s shelter, which 
also helps men with social services 
such as health care, finding housing 
and applying for jobs. 

“It’s all about taking a little less 
stress off of the individual who doesn’t 
know which way to turn,” Bethea said.

Twitter: @AudreySelley

Top priority groups get vaccine

Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools 
Board of Education to discuss 
reopening on Feb. 4, instead of its 
scheduled discussion on Feb. 18. The 
board voted unanimously to move 
to hybrid, in-person instruction 
starting in April after relying on 
remote learning since last March. 

North Carolina schools may be 
required to offer an in-person option 
for the remainder of the school year 
if NC Senate Bill 37 passes. 

Schools  offering in-person 

instruction are encouraged to 
follow protocols outlined in the 
StrongSchoolsNC Public Health 
Toolkit, including access to masks 
and hand sanitizer, improving 
central air filtration, enforcing 
social distancing and making sure 
employees quarantine if ill. 

But many remain divided over 
when and how schools should 
re-open .  Jen  Mangrum,  the 
2020 Democratic nominee for 
State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, said she thinks it isn’t yet 
safe to resume in-person instruction. 

“We cannot put school personnel 
back in school buildings until 
we can assure that they’re safe,” 
Mangrum said. “There are studies 
that show closing schools is an 
effective way to decrease the spread 
of COVID, so I have a hard time 
understanding why we would put 
people back in classrooms.” 

One group of parents, Chapel Hill-
Carrboro Parents for Open Schools, 
is concerned about children’s quality 
of education and mental health 
during remote learning. The group 
says it thinks schools could safely 

reopen now with protocols in place. 
“We have learned of the adverse 

effects of isolation,” Glorija Gladney, 
a CHCCS parent and founder of 
the group, said. “We need school 
doors unlocked to those they were 
designed to serve.” 

T h e  g r o u p  h a s  a l s o  c i t e d 
Rochelle Walensky, Director of 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, who said the 
vaccination of teachers is not a 
prerequisite for safely reopening. 

But in public comment to the 
CHCCS Board, many teachers said 

they weren’t comfortable returning to 
in-person instruction without a vaccine. 

A petition by the North Carolina 
Association of Educators, calling 
for educators to be prioritized for 
the vaccine, has garnered almost 
19,000 signatures. 

“Fif teen teachers in North 
Carolina have died from COVID-19,” 
Mangrum said. “There’s uncertainty 
out there about COVID, and I believe 
that people use that uncertainty to 
say there’s a lack of risk.”

Twitter: @kaylaguilliams

Continued from Page 6

IFC opens its new Commons building

Teacher perspectives clash with parent opinions

Retaining 
some 

sense of 
normalcy

our name in the hat,” Rowe said.
Within a few weeks, the Graduate 

had transformed 55 of its 70 suites 
into student housing, with more than 
70 students signed. This semester, 
even with many dorms reopened, 
the number of leases has only 
decreased to 46.

Offering both full-semester stays 
and month-to-month payment 
options, the Graduate quickly became 
a popular choice to those still wishing 
to stay in Chapel Hill, especially for 
first-years who had never experienced 
more than a week of on-campus living.

Anne Houston Huffman, a first-
year journalism student staying at the 
Graduate who had also been living in 
Granville prior to the campus’s closure, 
said being at the hotel has allowed her 
to retain some sense of normalcy in 
her first-year experience.

“It’s honestly very similar, because 
I can still get out and do things that 
I want to do, like go for walks, go to 
an exercise class, walk campus and 
do the same types of things I would 
do normally,” Huffman said.

Students living at the Graduate 
say they can still experience the 
social aspect of living on campus. 
Huffman l ives  down the hal l 
from several of her old Granville 
floormates, and Langley is in a 
private room with a connecting 
door to her old suitemate.

Though the Graduate has COVID-
19 safety standards, like allowing 
one checked-in visitor in a room at 
a time and maintaining limited use 
of spaces like the lobby and fitness 
center, Langley said the hotel has 
also engaged in efforts to slowly 
build community among student 
residents. This has included leaving 
“Halloween surprises” at residents’ 
doors in October and hosting a socially 
distanced event for a few residents at 
a time during the last week of classes.

“They’ve definitely found a happy 
medium for us, of being COVID-
safe, but also looking out for your 
mental health as well and not being 
isolated,” Langley said.

Rowe said while some COVID-
19 cases developed at the Graduate 
early in September, he believes 
the hotel has since had very little 
issues and works to ensure the 
students’ living situations remain 
clean, from swapping and cleaning 
linens once a week to offering 
biweekly cleanings and weekly 
deep-cleanings at an extra cost.

Langley said she was doubtful 
going into living at the Graduate, but 
her experiences the past two semesters 
with the staff and social environment at 
the hotel have made it one of the best 
decisions she’s made at UNC.

“When I walk through the doors, the 
staff always know my name,” Langley 
said. “The way I look at it, no matter 
where I choose to live for the next three 
years, I always have a home here.”

Twitter: @briandrosie

Continued from Page 1
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The Another UNC is Possible campaign addresses the financial crisis that UNC 
System schools face and calls on lawmakers and officials to make changes.

By Rachel Crumpler
Senior Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

A s univers i ty  and  sys tem 
administrators decide how to respond 
to budgetary challenges, a coalition of 

campus workers, graduate students 
and faculty in the UNC System has 
proposed a plan it believes is an ethical 
response to the dual public health and 
economic crises.

Another UNC is Possible is the 
coalition’s four-point plan to address 
the immediate financial concerns of 
the UNC System while facilitating an 
equitable transition toward a post-
pandemic North Carolina. 

Julio Gutierrez,  a doctoral 

candidate in the anthropology 
department who helped research and 
write the alternative budget campaign, 
said it is intended to challenge the 
normalization of austerity measures, 
such as furloughs, layoffs and salary 
cuts, to deal with financial crises. 

Don Nonini, an anthropology 
professor who also helped with 
the writing and research, said 

System coalition addresses concerns, 
believes that ‘Another UNC is possible’

SEE MOVING, PAGE 11

Six months later, undergrads return to the classroom

By Kate Carroll
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

W h e n  U N C  s e n i o r  G r a d y 
Moomaw walked into his first and 
only in-person class of the semester, 
he expected to have to turn around 
due to concerns of overcrowding. 

Instead, Moomaw was met with 
his professor, an empty classroom 
and the remainder of his classmates 
projected onto a screen via Zoom. 

The University returned to partial 
in-person instruction on Feb. 8 for 
the first time since Aug. 19. Despite 
this, classes looked different than 
they would in a normal semester. 

“Our faculty and students have 
told us in-person instruction is still 
the preferred way to teach and learn,” 
Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz said 

Sunday in an email to students. “(On 
Feb. 7), we spoke with our infectious 
disease and public health experts 
as well as Orange County Health 
Department officials and they continue 
to tell us that our campus COVID-19 
mitigation tactics make our classrooms 
among the safest environments. That 
remains unchanged.” 

According to Media Relations, 85 
percent of undergraduate courses 
will continue remotely, and just 31 
percent of students have one or two 
in-person classes scheduled. 

Moomaw said having an in-person 
class is a good change of pace, but it 
doesn’t make up for the pandemic’s 
impact on his senior year. 

For many first-year students, 
this semester is the first time they 
will experience college courses in 
person. First-year Rashika Rahman 
said this is her first semester living 
on campus, and she came specifically 
for the opportunity to take her 
Introductionto Economics honors 
course in person. 

“My last in-person class was my 
senior year of high school, almost a 
year ago, so I’m just excited to get 
a change of scenery,” Rahman said. 
“And last semester, all my classes were 
virtual, so I also think that being in 
an in-person setting would probably 
motivate me a bit more than just being 
in the same room all day long.” 

But before her Monday class, 
Rahman’s professor emailed the 
students and pushed back in-person 
instruction to Feb. 17 due to concerns 
with student gatherings after the 
UNC vs. Duke basketball game on 
Saturday. 

“It did make me a bit concerned 
to come to class today,” Rahman 
said. “And then I saw his email and 
I felt relieved.” 

While some students are eager to 
attend in-person classes, others, like 
sophomore MaryFrances Warner, 
are not comfortable returning to 
in-person instruction as COVID-19 
cases continue to rise. 

“I feel like everybody is trying 

to push so hard for normalcy, that 
they’re pushing the future of normalcy 
way off in the horizon,” Warner said. 
“They keep pushing it down the road. 
I feel like we shouldn’t be going back, 
because we shouldn’t have gone back 
the first semester, and that ended 
poorly. And we shouldn’t be going 
back this semester until we have a 
handle on COVID.” 

Warner said she opted to take classes 
remotely both last semester and this 
semester because of how UNC has 
dealt with the pandemic. 

“I feel like the way that the University 
is handling it for the most part is pretty 
irresponsible,” Warner said. “But I 
understand that they have — students 
that really want to be together, and they 
can’t learn very well online, which is 
totally understandable.” 

Moomaw said it is helpful to offer 
in-person modes of instruction for 
students who don’t do well with 
online classes.

“I think it’s definitely good for 
people’s mental health and learning,” 

Moomaw said. “But it will probably 
take a lot of work.” 

UNC has communicated to 
students  that  registering for 
in-person classes isn’t mandatory, 
and instructors can work with 
students concerned about attending 
class in person. 

“Faculty have the flexibility to 
allow the student to attend the course 
remotely, depending on the mode of 
instruction, or to make additional 
arrangements on an individual basis 
including providing an approved 
absence in the spirit of flexibility 
and compassion and exercising an 
abundance of caution,” UNC Media 
Relations said in an email.  

Rahman said that with the proper 
precautions, she is excited to finally 
experience class in a physical setting. 

“I’m definitely looking forward 
to getting to meet people,” Rahman 
said. “Even if it’s in a socially distant 
and safe way.”

Twitter: @dailytarheel

Pop-up testing sites screen for COVID-19

DTH FILE/HELEN MCGINNIS
A student opens a swab while taking a COVID-19 test at the Rams Head Recreation testing site on Jan. 19, 2021.

By Cameron Myers Milne
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

UNC has had four COVID-19 
clusters on campus since the start of the 
spring semester. While these clusters 
vary in time, location and number of 
cases, the University’s response adapts 
to each incident with a common goal 
—  mitigating the spread.

Earlier this year, students agreed 
to community standards set by 
the University: to wear a mask, 
to limit gatherings and to comply 
with testing requirements. Despite 
these preventative measures, some 
students still contract COVID-19 
and contribute to the spread.

Campus Health and the Orange 
C o u n t y  He a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t 
monitor cases through the Carolina 
Together Testing Program, Campus 
Health Executive Director Ken 
Pittman said.

When five or more cases on 
campus are found to be concentrated 
in one area, like a residence hall, a 
COVID-19 cluster response team 
takes immediate, collaborative 
action, he said. 

Students who test positive receive 
instruction from Campus Health on 
where and how to isolate, while the 
OCHD determines which students 
should immediately get tested based 
on where they live.

Pittman said his team and the 

OCHD operate under the assumption 
that positive cases among students 
who live in close proximity are 
epidemiologically linked.

The response to last week’s 
c l u s t e r  i n  Mo r r i s o n  w a s  n o 
different. The OCHD determined 
that students on three floors 
needed to be tested on the day the 
cluster was discovered, which was 
conveyed to students via email 
from Carolina Housing. 

Within hours of the cluster 
breaking, Campus Health dispatched 
a cluster response testing team to 
Morrison lobby and set up a testing 
facility on-site, Pittman said.

The response team consists 
o f  w h o e v e r  i s  o n  s t a f f  a t 
Campus Health when a cluster 
is announced. Pittman said no 
specific clinical competency is 
required of members.

“Everyone in Campus Health for 
the past year has been on standby, so 
typically we are able to very quickly 
pull together a team to be able to go 
on site,” Pittman said.

The tests at pop-up sites are the 
same self-administered tests used 
at the Carolina Together Testing 
Program sites where students on 
campus are required to test at least 
twice a week. Unlike regular testing, 
the results from testing at the cluster 
response location typically come 
back in 24-36 hours, Pittman said.

Pittman said in addition to 
students, staff members who work in 
a cluster location can also get tested 
if they choose.

The pop-up testing locations in 
response to the first three campus 

clusters found only one positive 
result, but Pittman said that without 
the cluster response, that positive 
may not have been captured.

While students who test at the 
pop-up cluster response locations 
wait for their results, Carolina 
Housing tells them to stay in place 
until they receive a negative result. 

COVID-19-positive students, the 
vast majority of whom have minor 
to no symptoms, receive regular 
emails from Campus Health on 
how to watch for certain symptoms, 

Pittman said. However, students 
who have moderate to severe 
symptoms get daily calls from 
Campus Health.

Katie Noble, a first-year living 
in Morrison, said she feels better 
about her safety this semester than 
in the fall because of the University’s 
current testing procedures. 

Noble was required to get tested at 
the pop-up site last Tuesday as a part 
of the cluster response and said the 
process was quick and convenient.

Audrey Pettifor, professor of 

epidemiology at the UNC Gillings 
School of Global Public Health, wrote 
in an email that she is concerned 
about community mental health 
because of the toll social isolation 
and fear is taking on everyone.

With in-person classes starting 
this week, Pettifor said data suggests 
in-person classes vs. remote are not 
associated with infection. Following 
safe socializing guidelines is a way to 
be part of the solution. 

Twitter: @dailytarheel  

Four-point plan calls 
for a new approach to 

financial crisis

BUDGETARY CONCERNS

CLUSTER RESPONSE TEAM

Response teams found 
one positive case from 

first three clusters

UNC returned to partial 
in-person instruction  

on Monday
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BRIEFS
Over 300 referrals after rush
The Office of Student Conduct has received 

over 300 referrals of COVID-19 community 
standards violations following the rush 
on Franklin Street over the weekend, Vice 
Chancellor for Student Affairs Amy Johnson 
said in a statement Monday. 

Each referral is reviewed to assess if 
a violation of the community standards 
occurred. “Because of the volume of referrals, 
we expect the review process to take some 
time,” Johnson said in the statement. 

If the student is found to have violated 
the community standards, depending on 
the severity of the violation, consequences 

could include: 
• A warning
• Restrictions on access facilities
• Loss of campus privileges
• Removal from housing
• Disenrollment
The determinations of these referrals 

will be included in the next community 
standards conduct report, which are 
released at least once every quarter. The 
latest report, reflecting referrals between 
Nov. 1 and Jan. 31, showed that UNC 
received 179 reports of potential violations. 
Between Aug. 1 and Oct. 31, UNC received 
456 reports. 

Maddie Ellis

Campus Rec reopens for spring
To kick off the spring semester, Campus 

Recreation has reopened many of its facilities 
for UNC students and staff. These facilities 
include a variety of indoor, outdoor and 
virtual options for students to participate in.

To help communicate guidelines to 
students, Campus Recreation has created 
an acronym — S-A-F-E:  Social/Physical 
Distancing, Access to Opportunities, Follow 
the Policies and Engage with Caution.

Open facilities include: 
• The Student Recreation Center
• Rams Head Recreation Center
• The Outdoor Education Center, and more. 

On Feb. 13, the OEC will start its special 
events calendar by hosting Carolina 
Compass, a 3-day in-person experience. 
The program introduces students to UNC’s 
Carolina Adventures, which includes rope 
challenge courses, climbing walls and a 
1,200-foot zip-line.

Along with in-person programming, 
Campus Rec also has online resources for 
remote-only students to stay active. For 
fitness groups, students have two options: 
virtual live and on-demand classes. These 
sessions include a variety of workouts, such 
as dance, yoga and cardio.

Brianna Atkinson

administrators are not thinking 
“outside the box” when they use 
austerity measures.

Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz 
announced on Jan. 18 at a joint 
Faculty Council and Employee 
Forum meeting that there will be a 
7.5 percent cut to operating funds 
and a 1.5 percent cut to personnel 
funds to help eliminate the $100 
million structural  deficit  the 
University is facing.

Other financial challenges stem 
from lost revenue due to the reduced 
number of students living on 
campus. Auxiliary units like housing, 
dining and parking lost $97 million 
in revenue last spring and may lose 
as much as $200 million this year.

UNC also has more than $850 
million in deferred maintenance.

University spokesperson Pace 
Sagester said in a statement that 
UNC is not planning for furloughs 
at this time because they would 
only provide one-time savings, 
and the University believes there 
are better ways to address the 
budget deficits.

Instead of austerity measures, 
Another UNC is Possible outlines 
four alternative actions that could be 
taken to alleviate financial deficits.

• Roll back the 2013 tax changes
•  Withdraw funds from the state’s 

Rainy Day Fund
•  Divest from fossil fuels
•  Withdraw additional funds from 

campus endowments
“ T he  main  takeaway  f rom 

this work is to challenge that 
normalization of austerity and try to 
envision something different from 
what we already have, which is a lot,” 
Gutierrez said.

Spokespersons for the UNC 
System did not respond to requests 
for comment. 

Another UNC is Possible calls 
for the General Assembly to rescind 
the 2013 regressive tax changes and 
appropriate one-third of the new 
state revenues — no less than $700 
million — to the System to support its 
infrastructure and workforce. 

Another recommended action 
is to withdraw funds from campus 
e n d o w m e n t s .  T h e  S y s t e m’s 
consolidated endowments — the 
UNC Investment Fund — totaled 
more than $7.2 bil l ion as of 

September 2020. The plan urges 
the Board of Governors and the 
endowments’ managers to divest 
from its fossil fuel holdings totaling 
over $439 million and either reinvest 
the proceeds in green energy or use 
the proceeds as bridge financing 
between the current period of 
financial shortfalls and a post-
pandemic state. 

Nate Knuffman, UNC’s interim vice 
chancellor for finance and operations, 
said in a statement that the majority 
of funds that make up the UNC 
Investment Fund have individual 
restrictions on how they can be used. 
He said funds can only be legally used 
for the purpose expressed by the donor 
at the time of donation.

The last action outlined is to 
allocate $150 million from the 

state’s $1.2 billion Rainy Day Fund 
to System campuses to meet their 
emergency financial needs.

If cuts are still deemed necessary 
by the System and university 
administrations to mitigate budget 
deficits, the campaign demands that 
cuts start and end at the top. 

UNC is not currently planning to 
furlough, but Knuffman said it has 
limited spending, restricted hiring and 
postponed capital projects to address 
budget deficits. 

“We have a climate crisis, we 
have a COVID crisis and we have an 
economic crisis in this country and 
in this state,” Nonini said. “And we 
have to think carefully about solving 
all three of them together.” 

Twitter: @dailytarheel

Continued from Page 10

Group believes System can move beyond austerity 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CHUCK STONE PROGRAM
Professor Mike Yopp answers a student’s question during the Chuck Stone Program for Diversity in Education 
and Media, summer 2016. The long-time UNC journalism professor passed away Jan. 28 at the age of 79.

DTH ARCHIVE 
Mike Yopp from when he was managing editor of The 
Daily Tar Heel, appearing in print March 10, 1965.

‘He was always interested in the stories’

By Heidi Pérez-Moreno
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

When Mike Yopp found out hundreds of 
individuals were marching across Alabama in 
support of the Civil Rights Movement in 1965, 
he rushed to the scene. 

The only reporter from The Daily Tar Heel 
present, Yopp traveled almost 600 miles from 
Chapel Hill to cover the Selma to Montgomery 
marches — with no idea of where he was going 
to stay or how he was going to eat. He slept 
on the floor of a safe house with marchers and 
other reporters. 

“He was first and foremost a reporter,” said 
Hugh Stevens, a First Amendment and media 
lawyer who served as a co-editor-in-chief of 
the DTH during that time. “He was always 
interested in the stories.”

Two days later, his reporting dominated 
the DTH’s Wednesday print edition. He wrote 
three front-page stories, including a narrative 
piece outlining protesters’ excitement before 
the march, a story about the march itself and 
an interview with Civil Rights Movement 
leader James Farmer. 

Yopp dedicated himself to journalism 
for more than half a century — whether as 
managing editor for the DTH, editor for The 
Raleigh Times and The News & Observer or as 
an adjunct journalism professor at UNC. 

A month after wrapping up his final 
semester as a professor at UNC, Yopp died of 
a stroke on Jan. 28. He was 79. 

Yopp started his journalism career at the 
DTH when he joined the staff as a transfer 
student from St. Petersburg Junior College, and 
eventually became the paper’s managing editor. 

He’d sometimes stay at the newsroom past 
midnight to update stories or fix issues related 
to the paper’s layout, Stevens said. 

“He cared deeply about being as accurate 
and thought-out as possible, but he was also 
very easy to work with,” he added. 

That sentiment rang true in the fall of 1963, 
when Yopp reported on a Ku Klux Klan rally a 
few miles outside Chapel Hill, alongside then-
staff photographer Jock Lauterer, who later 
became a photography professor at UNC. 

Lauterer said he felt scared as he saw white 
supremacists chant racist remarks in white 
robes and burn crosses. He protected himself 
behind Yopp’s 6-foot-4 frame and watched him 
confidently stand and jot down notes, all while 
several KKK members gave them dirty looks.

After graduating from UNC, Yopp became 
a reporter for The Raleigh Times, where he 
eventually became the paper’s managing editor 
until it ceased printing in November 1989. 

The paper merged with the N&O, where 
Yopp became the managing editor. 

Although Yopp’s work was primarily behind 
the scenes, Ferrel Guillory, a retired professor at 

the UNC Hussman School of Journalism and 
Media, said his work helped the paper churn out 
accurate and well-written content for decades. 

Guillory was surprised when Yopp’s 
wardrobe changed upon becoming a professor 
at UNC about 20 years ago. He traded Oxford 
ties and blazers for casual sweaters and button-
down shirts. His hair, which used to be short, 
almost grew to his shoulders at times and 
would sometimes be wrapped up in a ponytail. 

Yopp began teaching news writing and 
reporting as an adjunct professor at UNC. 
Students saw him as a professor with a detailed 
eye for grammar, punctuation and AP Style. 

“It felt like it was just a harsh-spirited 
teacher, but actually he was just trying to 
prepare us for the real world as best he could,” 
said Caroline Bass, who took Yopp’s class in 
2015 and now works as a policy analyst. 

That strictness inspired other professors, 
like Hussman colleague John Robinson. 

During his first semester teaching nine years 
ago, Robinson asked Yopp how many As he gave 
out on assignments per class. He said he only 
gave them to a few students. 

“I don’t think that I realized until a couple of 
weeks later, when I actually said, ‘I’m going to be 
harder on the students and be a stricter grader,’ 
that it really made sense to me how important it 
was to hold a higher standard for students than 
I was at the time,” Robinson said. 

Yopp carried a signature calm, soft-

spoken disposition as well. Bass said it wasn’t 
uncommon for peers to ask him to speak up 
in class. When walking around campus or 
through Carroll Hall, he always took his time, 
Bass said. 

“He never rushed you or never really rushed 
anywhere,” Bass said. 

He also taught classes for the Chuck Stone 
Program for Diversity in Education and Media 
alongside his wife, Jan Yopp, who co-founded 
the program. The program aims to help students 
from diverse backgrounds build newsroom 
experience and connect with mentors. 

“It really meant a lot to him to have such 
diverse students,” Livis Freeman, a principal 
coordinator of the program, said. “He was a 
champion for diversity along with his wife before 
it was a fashionable thing, and he was one of 
those people who genuinely meant it.”

Hanna Wondmagegn, a photojournalism 
student at UNC, said she picked up a camera 
for the first time during the program in 2015. 
That experience helped launch her passion 
for photojournalism.  

“... Not knowing that photojournalism 
would be my calling,” Wondmagegn said in 
a tweet last week. “It’s only right that my 1st 
ever set of photos came from that week. I’m 
so grateful for the wisdom he passed along & 
for inspiring me to pursue a life in journalism.”

Twitter: @dailytarheel

Mike Yopp, former DTH editor, dies at 79
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Vaccine rollout misses key populations

DTH GRAPHIC/YATES MCCONNELL

Vaccine distribution in North Carolina shows racial disparity in who has been eligible to receive it. Data as of Feb 4, 2021.

By Julian Berger
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

COVID-19 vaccine distribution in 
North Carolina is in full swing, but 
data suggests that the distribution 
may be uneven for historically 
marginalized communities.

Of those who have gotten their first 
COVID-19 vaccine dose administered, 
only 12.6 percent are Black and 2.3 
percent are Hispanic, according to the 
North Carolina Department of Health 
and Human Services, whereas 80.37 
percent are white. North Carolina’s 
population is over 20 percent Black, 
about 10 percent Hispanic, and over 
60 percent white. 

Cornell Wright, executive director 
of the NCDHHS Office of Minority 
Health and Health Disparities, said 
data transparency based on race and 
ethnicity allows them to see where 
the gaps are in distribution.

“We really can make sure that our 
efforts that we’re doing in communities 

really can create balance and equity, 
just by knowing where to go and who 
to connect with properly,” Wright said. 

Arrianna Planey,  ass istant 
professor at the UNC Gillings School 
of Public Health, said she believes 
collecting data is important, but there 
should be more steps taken after.

“It’s great that our public health 
agencies are collecting the data, but 
the question that remains is what are 
we going to do with it?” Planey asked. 
“We know these inequities are already 
there, and that data should help guide 
how we direct the resources as the 
vaccines are rolled out.”

Others, like NCDHHS Secretary 
Mandy Cohen, have praised North 
Carolina’s vaccination process for 
being the 6th in the United States, 
according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, for total 
doses administered. Cohen has also 
acknowledged “vaccine hesitancy” 
in regards to the COVID-19 vaccine, 
but there are only a few initiatives 
taken by the health department to 
address the hesitancy.

Wright said when something new 
comes out, like the vaccine, higher 
levels of hesitancy can exist within 

Black and Hispanic populations based 
on a history of distrust between these 
groups and the healthcare industry.

On the other hand, many experts 
say there is a lack of racial equity due 
to the state only being in phase 2 of the 
vaccination process, where only first 
responders and those 65 years of age 
and up are eligible to get the vaccine.

Planey said we can expect racial 
inequity if vaccine distribution reflects 
social capital, which suggests racial 
inequity will continue as the vaccine 
becomes available to the general 
public.

Another reason for the lack of 
racial equity can be attributed to 
technological barriers such as computer 
and internet access. According to 
the North Carolina Department of 
Information Technology’s Broadband 
Infrastructure Office, only 59.4 
percent of state residents have access 
to broadband internet service plans in 

their households. The majority, if not 
all, COVID-19 vaccine appointments 
are being scheduled online, leaving a 
large portion of North Carolinians at 
a disadvantage.

“[Health departments] are making 
sure the websites are accessible for 
people who have slow internet speeds, 
people who may not have access to 
broadband, people who may not own 
a computer and people who may be 
using a mobile phone to access the 
site,” Planey said.

The lack of racial equity can also 
be attributed to language barriers, 
especially in regards to the Latinx 
community.  According to the 
Carolina Population Center, around 
11 percent of North Carolinians 
do not speak English at home. Of 
those, around 67 percent speak 
Spanish.

“We’ve really  honed in on 
working with our Latinx partners in 

communities across the state,” Wright 
said. “When COVID-19 started, we 
quickly stood up a funding opportunity 
with Latinx partners across the state.”

NCDHHS chose five Latinx 
organizations on June 26, 2020, and 
awarded each of them $100,000 to 
help provide messaging, education 
and resources to the Spanish-
speaking communities they serve. 
With Latinx people making up 
nearly half of COVID-19 cases in the 
summer of 2020, the department 
took this initiative to slow the spread 
within this community.

Planey said these inequities existed 
before the pandemic and continue. 

“We’ve seen these inequities 
in access to testing, inequities in 
access to workplace protection and 
personal protective equipment,” 
Planey said.

Twitter: @julianrberger

Supporting Black students in computer science

DTH/CHASE COFIELD
Former UNC student Charlie Helms co-founded an organization to help students of color in computer science.

By Greta Travaglia, Jennifer Tran
Staff Writers

university@dailytarheel.com

Prior to arriving at UNC, 2020 
graduate Charlie Helms had only 

briefly heard about the field of 
computer science. But when he 
attended UNC’s admitted students 
day, he was immediately drawn to the 
Black and Latinx computer science 
group that the department advertised. 

“I was like, ‘Oh my God, I’m 
gonna have people that look like me 
that are coders,’” Helms said. 

But after initially struggling in 
coursework for COMP 110: Intro 

to Programming at UNC, he began 
searching for the club that drew him to 
the University. To his disappointment, 
Helms discovered that the club had 
been inactive for nearly two years. 

For Helms, the next logical step 
was to start his own organization. And 
after connecting with Olivia McPhaul, 
another UNC graduate who now works 
as a cyber risk analyst at Deloitte, Black 
in Technology was born. 

Black in Technology has planned 
numerous events to support Black 
UNC students  in STEM and 
collaborated with other groups, 
including Xcel, queer_hack and the 
National Society of Black Engineers.

The organization has also planned 
events with companies including 
Cisco and Microsoft, hosted Black 
software engineers and developers 
to talk to BiT members about their 
experiences working in those roles 
and offered opportunities for resume 
workshops and mock interviews.

“These are things that we need 
to help connect us with these 
professionals,” Helms said. “Putting 
your application in a portal is only 
seeing so much, but when you’re in 
person talking to them, it’s changing 
the game completely.” 

In addition to professional 
development events, BiT has partnered 
with the Black Student Movement at 
UNC to help get more Black students 
interested in technology and the 
computer science major. 

For McPhaul, the co-founder of 
Black in Technology, the drive behind 
wanting to support Black students 
at UNC came from attending a 
conference for students to learn more 
about career paths and technology.

She met Helms through Brandi 
Day, the former diversity and 
inclusion coordinator for the 
department of computer science. Day 
eventually became the group’s adviser. 

Helms said he advises other 
students to reach out to others 
when they need help. He said once 

he reached out for help himself, he 
saw a huge shift in his grades and 
class experiences. 

McPhaul said BiT and other 
organizations for people of color are 
important because without them, 
voices will be stifled. Since UNC is a 
predominantly white institution, she 
said students of color will continue 
to feel unseen and unheard until 
action is taken on the student and 
University level.

“Lifetime success starts with 
our foundation,” she said. “I want 
something to define every single 
person in a way that they feel like it 
can propel them exactly where they 
need to be in life.”

Amanda Harris, a UNC junior and 
president of Black in Technology, 
said she joined the organization 
during her first year after meeting 
Helms in the Chancellor’s Science 
Scholars Program.

Harris said it is important for Black 
students to be involved in technology 
because products are often made by 
white people — and not with people of 
color in mind. She said this often results 
in products that are inherently biased 
and do not cater to everyone’s needs, 
which further widens a gap that already 
exists between opportunities of races. 

“We really want to be a support 
system to uplift people who are 
interested in technology, and hopefully 
even pursue it so that we can have a 
world with technological devices that 
cater to everyone,” she said. 

Twitter @dailytarheel

DTH FILE/MORGAN PIROZZI
Christian Brown, a second year pharmacy student, prepares a dose of the 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine on Thursday, Jan. 21, 2021 in the Friday Center.

Black in Technology 
connects members with 

opportunities in tech 

Black, Latinx and other 
groups of color face 

health inequity
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G e n e r a l  A l u m n i  A s s o c i a t i o n

2020      Barbara K. Rimer 
             John Lassiter Sanders ’50 (’54 JD) 
2019      Kenneth S. Broun 
             James L. Leloudis II ’77 (’89 PhD) 
2018     Lloyd S. Kramer 
2017      Joseph M. DeSimone 
             Michael R. Smith ’78 (JD) 
2016      Robert A. Blouin 
             Joy S. Kasson 
2015      Myron S. Cohen 
             Jo Anne L. Earp  
             Bland Simpson ’70 
2014      Valerie V. Ashby ’88 (’94 PhD) 
             Oliver Smithies 
2013      Frederick P. Brooks Jr. 
             J. Dickson Phillips Jr. ’48 (JD) 
2012      Joseph L. Templeton 
2011      Joseph S. Ferrell ’60 (’63 JD) 
2010      H. Shelton Earp III ’70 (MD) 
2009      James H. Johnson Jr. 
2008      Judith W. Wegner 

2007      George Lensing Jr. 
2006     Jane D. Brown 
2005     John P. “Jack” Evans 
2004     J. Douglas Eyre 
             Mary Turner Lane ’53 (MEd) 
2003     Thad Beyle 
2002      William S. Powell ’40 (’47 BSLS, ’47 MA) 
2001      William E. Leuchtenburg 
2000      Ruel W. Tyson Jr. 
1999      Berton H. Kaplan ’53 (MSPA, ’62 PhD)   
1998      James L. Peacock III 
1997     Chuck Stone 
1996     Rollie Tillman Jr. ’55 
1995     Richard G. Hiskey 
1994     Richard J. Richardson 
1993     David M. Griffiths 
1992     Doris W. Betts ’54 
             Joel Schwartz 
1991     William F. Little ’52 (MA,’55 PhD) 
1990     H.G. Jones 

PAST RECIPIENTS

Congratulations to 2021 recipients  
William R. Ferris  

and  
Hortense K. McClinton  

T H E  U N C  G E N E R A L  A L U M N I  A S S O C I AT I O N ’ S   

Established in 1990, the GAA’s Faculty Service Award honors faculty members who  
have performed outstanding service for the University or the General Alumni Association.
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AWARD
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Column: How ‘Ratched’ avoids the seven deadly sins of queer film
By Chloe Walker

Staff Writer
arts@dailytarheel.com

There are at least seven deadly 
sins in queer film. There are more, 
of which I’m ardently aware. But, for 
the sake of mnemonics, in this article 
there are seven. 

Sins specific to sapphic films 
usually include: obnoxious age 
gaps, lack of queer actors, male 
directors and production team, 
inherent  male  gaze ,  lack  o f 
representation for people of color, 
over/undersexualization, period 
pieces and the death or separation 
of the love interests.

Let me provide some context. 
A  f r i e n d  r e c e n t l y  m a d e  a n 
algorithm to test for these sins; 
what we found was that most 

“good” films and shows will have 
at least a few. Most of these films 
are made by straight men with 
actors that are not queer. However, 
they’ve become normalized by a 
community so desperate for the 
smallest bit of representation that 
these “sins” are accepted.

This is especially evident in films 
made about sapphic relationships. 
The reasoning behind this being 
that sapphic women are the only 
sect of the community that don’t 
cater to men in any way. Therefore, 
they tend to be portrayed as either 
simpering “suffering sapphos” or 
oversexualized as a way to cater to 
aforementioned men. 

There are a few films that have 
emerged as “gold-standard” as they 
were all groundbreaking in their 
own way: “Rafiki,” “The Watermelon 

Woman,” “Saving Face” and “Bessie,” 
among others. Film aside, there are 
even less television shows that don’t 
suffer from most if not all of these 
sins. And no, “The L Word” doesn’t 
count. It would hit just about every 
single sin listed above. 

One recent show stands out: 
“Ratched,” which premiered last fall 
on Netflix. First, I will acknowledge 
that it is a period piece and has 
a male director — but a queer 
male director. Ryan Murphy, best 
known for  “American Horror 
Story,” was behind the camera on 
this production. “Ratched” was 
despised by most film critics, but 
lauded within the community for 
several reasons. 

T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  a g e -
appropriate, both of the actresses — 
Sarah Paulson and Cynthia Nixon — 

are queer. There’s no inherent male 
gaze, and there is no woman used 
as a “prop” for male desire. Think 
of a Ernest Hemingway or Philip 
Roth novel when assessing for the 
above. The hate came mainly from 
its excessive use of camp. 

“The essence of Camp is its love 
of the unnatural: of artifice and 
exaggeration,” Susan Sontag, a 
famous queer philosopher, once said.

“ R a t c h e d ”  w a s  n o  m o r e 
disturbing than “American Horror 
Story”; it simply wandered too 
far into the mainstream to be 
accurately appreciated.

A n o t h e r  r e a s o n  t o  w a t c h 
“Ratched” is the presence of a 
UNC alumni in its creation. The 
film upon which it was based, 
“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest,” starred Louise Fletcher, a 

Triangle Doulas of Color provides support for mothers
By Praveena Somasundaram

Audience Engagement Editor 
city@dailytarheel.com

When she was 10 years old, 
Ste’Keira Shepperson saw her 16-year-
old sister give birth at a hospital. It was 
her mother’s way of scaring her away 
from becoming a young mother.

But Shepperson wasn’t afraid. 
Instead, she was excited by the 
birth process. During her sister’s 
pregnancy, the pair would sit on the 
floor of a bedroom in their home in 
Roanoke, Virginia, and look through 
textbooks on fetal development. 

Shepperson eventually got trained 
as a doula — someone who provides 
emotional and physical support for 
mothers during their pregnancy, 
birth or postpartum experiences. 
The DONA International doula 
training Shepperson attended was 

specifically for doulas of color.
But during her own pregnancy 

in 2016, she had trouble finding a 
Black doula. When she worked as 
a birthing assistant, then as a doula 
herself, she knew only two other 
doulas who were Black.

Seeing a need for support among 
mothers of color, Shepperson started 
her company, Triangle Doulas of 
Color, in 2018. The company provides 
support for women in the Triangle 
area during pregnancy, labor and 
postpartum periods with both birth 
doulas and postpartum doulas. 
Triangle Doulas of Color also provides 
scholarships for families with financial 
hardship to receive doula support.

Through Triangle Doulas of 
Color, Shepperson is trying to build 
a community of support, especially 
for Black mothers.

Data from the Centers  for 

Disease Control between 2007 and 
2016 showed that Black women 
were two to three times more likely 
to die from pregnancy-related 
causes than white women.

“ The racial  isolation when 
you’re away from your village can 
be tough, especially when you’re 
already navigating an isolating 
experience like new motherhood 
and postpartum,” Shepperson said.

Briana Smith has been working 
as a doula for Triangle Doulas 
of Color for about one year. She 
wanted to work as a doula to 
increase positive birth outcomes 
for families of color.

“It’s been very fulfilling and very 
rewarding,” Smith said. “My only hope 
is that we can expand and continue to 
serve more families as we grow.”

Triangle Doulas of Color also 
hosts a Facebook group for mothers 

to find community and share their 
experiences. Krisna Guyton joined 
the group, called Triangle Mamas of 
Color, in 2019.

Guyton was pregnant with her 
third child when she met Shepperson 
while looking for a place to give 
birth. Guyton said though her two 
previous pregnancies had not been 
great experiences, Shepperson made 
her feel comfortable during her 
third pregnancy.

And when Shepperson mentioned 
how close-knit the members of 
Triangles Mamas of Color were, 
Guyton immediately wanted to join.

“Just coming to a group with 
people who look like you, who 
have similar experiences as a Black 
woman, it made things a lot more 
comfortable,” Guyton said.

The inspiration for Triangle 
Mamas  of  Color  came af ter 

Shepperson participated in a 
postpartum moms group when she 
was a new mother. Shepperson was 
the only Black mom of the group, 
and she didn’t make any lasting 
friendships with the other mothers.

“I wanted to make something 
different so that Black moms could 
have some similarity and don’t feel 
like they need to explain themselves 
or fit into a mold or conform to a 
group,” Shepperson said. “I wanted 
them to be able to feel very at home.”

Ultimately, Shepperson hopes 
to provide resources and foster 
a community so that mothers of 
color don’t have to go through their 
experiences feeling alone like she did 
years ago.

“It really motivated and inspired 
me,” she said. “I knew I had to do it.”

Twitter: @praveenasoma

Chloe Walker

UNC graduate.
“Ratched ”  i s  by  no  means 

perfect. But it’s a campy, positive 
representation and entertaining 
love story where, for once, they 
don’t both die at the end.

Twitter: @chloe08w
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E DITOR’S NOTE: Columns, 
cartoons and letters do not 
necessarily represent the opinions 
of The Daily Tar Heel or its staff.  
Editorials reflect the opinions of The 
Daily Tar Heel editorial board, which 
comprises 17 board members, the 
opinion assistant editor and editor 
and the editor-in-chief.

SPEAK OUT
Interested in writing a letter 
to the editor or submitting an 
op-ed?
• Students: Include your year, 

major and phone number. 
• Faculty/staff: Include your 

department and phone number. 
• Edit: The DTH edits for space, 

clarity, accuracy and vulgarity. 
Limit submissions to 500 words. 

Email: opinion@dailytarheel.com

What is the editorial board?
A group of student journalists who 
meet twice a week. The editorial 
board is independent from The Daily 
Tar Heel’s newsroom.

Editorials are unsigned. They don’t 
reflect the opinion of any one person, 
but rather the consensus of the board 
as a whole.

Just as The Daily Tar Heel itself values 
truth and transparency, the board 
values integrity, accountability, 
creativity and fairness. These values 
shape how we address questions of 
Carolina’s future, past and present.

Opinion
Wednesday, February 10, 2021

dailytarheel.com

In early April of last year, I 
was scrolling through social 
media and saw somebody my 

age lamenting, “I’m wasting the best 
years of my life in this pandemic!”

I rolled my eyes. “It’s been two 
weeks,” I thought. At that point, I saw 
an end to the pandemic in the near 
future and dismissed the sentiment 
as short-sighted and selfish. 

But things have changed since 
then. It has been almost a full 
year since the world went into 
lockdown. While some people are 
flouting public health guidelines 
and common sense to gather in 
large groups, go to parties and rush 
Franklin Street unmasked, a lot of 
people are still diligently washing 
their hands, masking up and 
staying home as much as possible. 

Now, the exhaustion of it all is 
reaching its peak.

Journalist Tanzina Vega tweeted 
about the pandemic burnout she is 
experiencing, naming the buildup 
of constant stress we have been 
faced with since last March the 
“pandemic wall.”

Burnout was inevitable. We have 
been in fight-or-flight mode since 
March, and we’re feeling more tired 
and pessimistic than ever before. 

In May, my friends and I would 
excitedly chat on the phone about 
everything we were going to do 
“after this pandemic is over.”

Since then, we have lost family 
members to COVID-19. We are 
largely isolated from all of our close 
and casual friends. Seniors are 

graduating amid unprecedented 
uncertainty about the future. And, 
despite all of this, we are expected 
to be just as productive as we were 
pre-pandemic.

When my best friends and I 
meet for our biweekly Zoom call, 
I can see their worry lines through 
the pixelated screens. 

Even when we crack jokes, there 
is always an undercurrent of worry 
running through our laughter. Now, 
when we talk about what we will do 
“after the pandemic,” it sounds like 
something we are saying by rote, 
but barely believe. 

“Talk to you later. Love you. We’ll 
meet after the pandemic.”

This is not merely fatigue. 
“Fatigue is being tired of wearing a 
mask etc.,” Vega wrote on Twitter. 
“Burnout means not seeing the end 
of it and not being able to function 
at optimal capacity.”

The end is difficult to see. I 
haven’t hugged my friends since 
March. The sense of superiority that 
came with knowing I was helping 
curb community spread by staying 
home has withered, replaced with a 
faint weariness that people are still 
partying, wearing their masks under 
their noses and going to the Outer 
Banks with their gal pals.

I have hit the pandemic wall hard 
and fallen down. For everyone who 
is feeling the same way, remember: 
it is perfectly OK not to be OK right 
now. Sit on the ground for a while.

Eventually, I hope, we will be 
able to dust ourselves off, stand up 
and walk through that wall.

Twitter: @aditi_baditi

COLUMN

EDITORIAL

In-person classes are a bad idea

For months, UNC has been on the cusp 
of a major decision, the same one it 
stared down in the fall: a return to 

in-person classes.
Once again, it has backed away.  
And on the evening before in-person classes 

resume, the burden of decision-making was 
pushed on to professors. While in-person classes 
still began Monday, faculty were given the option 
to continue with remote instruction until Feb. 17. 

This decision came one day after students 
flooded Franklin Street to celebrate UNC’s win 
over Duke, violating COVID-19 restrictions 
and putting the entire community at risk. But 
instead of making a firm decision, the University 
has decided to delegate its responsibility to 
professors, to students — anybody but itself. 

The University has yet to specify how it 
will effectively move to an all-online format if 
needed. This lack of a plan isn’t comforting to 
students who have experienced the whiplash of 
a frantic shift to remote learning more than once 
already. To find ourselves once again in a state of 
uncertainty is frustrating — we have seen that 
this path leads nowhere.

In the fall, the shutdown was motivated by 
rapid case growth within the first two weeks 
of students returning to campus. On-campus 
housing was at a much higher occupancy level 

than it is now, there was no comprehensive 
testing plan in place and UNC had not clearly 
defined its terms for an off-ramp. 

This semester, some of the conditions 
have changed. COVID-19 testing has grown 
dramatically in both scale and in rigor, 
on-campus housing occupancy has been reduced 
and we know University leadership knows how 
to “off-ramp” classes. But there is still no clear 
explanation of how it might decide to do so. 

The University believes these changes are 
enough to hold back the tide of COVID-19 
spread. However, we are in a much different 
situation than in the fall. On Aug. 10, when fall 
classes began, there were nearly 50,000 new 
cases in the U.S. On the first day of spring classes, 
there were more than 170,000 new cases. 

Since January, more than 600 positive cases  
have been reported among students, faculty and 
staff. In the past week, we’ve been averaging just 
under 20 cases a day, and four clusters have been 
announced in residence halls since the semester 
began. Is that what a rational person would call 
keeping spread “under control?” 

When does our campus caseload become 
“uncontrolled spread?” When do we see the 
exit sign for the off-ramp? In the fall, that was 
when we went from eight to 91 daily cases in just 
one week. It feels almost inevitable that we will 

surpass that average in the coming weeks, but 
will that result in a transition to an all-online 
format this time around?

Students may begin gathering together in 
lecture halls Monday, immediately following a 
weekend during which students gathered for 
the UNC-Duke game and the Super Bowl. The 
schedule of these traditionally social events has 
long been known, yet the University is churning 
ahead anyway. With the potential for COVID-
19 cases to spike in the coming week, one would 
think it ill-advised to make the transition now.

Sunday’s “decision” is merely performative — 
it gives the illusion that the administration did 
something, but doesn’t actually change anything 
at all. What’s going to be different in a week? 
Students have been openly violating community 
standards since August — what reason is there 
to believe they’ll stop now? 

Crossing fingers and praying for success is 
not an effective strategy for an institution with 
a wealth of resources and knowledge at its 
disposal. It’s not clear if the administration even 
has a Plan A, let alone a Plan B or Plan C. 

This ignorant, arrogant mindset failed us in 
the fall. At the rate we’re going, the return this 
semester could be just as disastrous.

Twitter: @dthopinion

Hitting the 
‘pandemic wall’

I love yoga and Birkenstocks. 
I order overpriced lattes 
from my favorite local cafe 

on the weekends — with oat milk, 
of course, because I’m vegan. I have 
strong opinions on fine art and an 
intense commitment to my house 
plants. I talk a lot about astrology, 
and honestly, I kind of believe in it.

I’m sure you have a pretty 
good idea of what political party 
I identify with after reading that 
description. You also probably have 
an idea of whether or not you think 
we would get along. 

Our political identifications 
today have become increasingly 
synonymous with our worldview.  
Now, political parties equate to our 
lifestyle preferences and our moral 
understandings. Politics is personal.

As a first-year in college, I had 
no choice but to meet people whose 
worldviews were entirely different 
from mine. I developed a newfound 
respect for perspectives I didn’t 
even know existed.

I didn’t seek these individuals 
out. I didn’t make a point to 
broaden my perspective. The 
fundamental community-based 
structure of college did the work for 
me, and I benefit from that work 
every single day.

But my laptop cannot replicate 
that feeling.

Weekly Zoom meetings, frequent 
FaceTimes and socially-distanced 
picnics work well enough to 
maintain our closest relationships. 
But you can’t send a Zoom link to 

your favorite barista. You wouldn’t 
FaceTime the classmate who always 
laughed at your jokes in class. How 
about the sort-of friend you always 
seem to pass on campus? The 
student who you frequently see in 
your favorite corner of the library? 

Even if we don’t form strong 
connections with these individuals, 
consistently seeing them in person 
creates a bond that cannot be 
maintained online. 

Online learning results in less 
student-to-student discussion, and 
thus, fewer class friendships. We 
are less likely to reach out to our 
classmates, and we’re more selective 
when we do. That inevitably leads to 
gravitating toward the people that 
seem to think, look or act like you. 
And they probably vote like you, too. 

I t  m a k e s  s e n s e  t o  f o r m 
friendships with people who are 
like you. It makes sense that the 
majority of our friends may share 
our political beliefs. But being 
surrounded only by our “in-groups” 
results in the antagonization of 
those who aren’t a part of them. 

W e  a l l  h a v e  d i s t i n c t 
understandings of the world, 
and our understandings may not 
be inherently compatible. But 
villainizing half of our country  is 
not a solution to our problems. 

So I won’t write off the student 
who mentioned their love of 
country music or their pickup truck, 
assuming we’re fundamentally 
doomed to never agree on anything 
of more substantial weight. 

Maybe I’ll send them a GroupMe 
message instead, asking which artist 
they recommend I check out first.

COLUMN

Consequences of an 
online education

“Compensate Black women with your policies and 
pay raises.” 

Ruth Samuel,
senior, presenting at last week’s TEDxUNC “Intersections” event

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“Quit following this crap hole on Twitter and 
unsubscribe from their crappy paper.”

@RNealey37,
responding to The Daily Tar Heel on Twitter

FEATURED ONLINE READER COMMENT

UNC needs to come up with a better plan

By Aditi Kharod 
Editorial Board Member

By Layla Peykamian
Editorial Board Member



Help WantedHelp Wanted
SEEKING CARE FOR AUTISTIC TEEN We are a warm, and supportive family looking for a 
compassionate individual to work with our teenage daughter.  Our daughter has severe non-verbal 
autism.  She is a sweet and happy girl with a beautiful smile.  Like many teenagers she loves her iPad and 
listening to pop music on her phone.  She is always learning and gaining new skills.  We need someone 
to help her continue to learn social and independent living skills.   The position is part-time, Monday-
Friday from 7:00am-12:00pm, but we are willing to accommodate student schedules.  You will gain 
valuable experience in client goal setting and implementation, collaborating with behavioral experts, and 
communication strategies for non-verbal individuals.  Candidates must be reliable, and dependable with a 
desire to make a difference.  Please contact Tricia @ triciawildman@yahoo.com

MONARCH- COMMUNITY SPECIALIST Monarch is hiring Community Specialists! Are you interested in a 
$12 hourly rate to assist empowering individuals with IDD? Visit www.MonarchNC.org/careers and apply 
directly: R2893. 

                    Deadlines
Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication

Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days
prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252 DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarketplace

Across
1 Brutus’ 300
4 Florida city on its own bay
9 Actor Charlie or his dad Martin
14 “Oh, I get it now!”
15 Schoolbag measuring stick
16 Overly theatrical
17 “Frozen” collectible
18 1980 Travolta/Winger film set in 

Texas
20 Asian island capital
22 Bring to mind
23 Aristocracy
26 Fateful March day
29 London district
30 NBA tiebreakers
31 Agassi of tennis
32 Cat burglar’s undoing
35 Con artist’s target
36 Fond du __, Wisconsin
39 Previously owned auto
41 Fla. summer hrs.
42 Top NFL player
44 More out of sorts
46 Smelly emanations
47 Tulsa sch. named for an 

evangelist
48 “Avalon” author Seton
52 Freelancer’s encl.
53 Pandemonium
56 Cybermoney
58 Chickpea dip

59 Where a quarterback may line up
63 Language suffix
64 Like a nasty remark
65 Waze suggestion

66 Novelist Deighton
67 Trait carriers
68 Editorial second thoughts
69 Up until now

Down
1 Plant seen in Road Runner 

cartoons
2 Bargain-basement
3 Islamic leader
4 More factual
5 Bond foe Goldfinger
6 Org. with A’s and O’s
7 Veggie in a pod

8 James of “Gunsmoke”
9 “Beat it!”

10 “A Brief History of Time” author 
Stephen

11 Attached to a military unit, as a 
journalist

12 Angsty music genre
13 Bronx team, initially
19 Walgreens rival
21 Low-level laborer
24 Drop, as weight
25 Was humbled
27 Bow-wielding god
28 Mailed
31 Billion suffix
33 Yours and mine
34 Personal ad “looking for”
35 Good buddy
36 East Asian country
37 Alan of “M*A*S*H”
38 Approached for a raid
40 Board game with a candlestick
43 Lead up to
45 Former Chicago mayor Emanuel
47 “Plays well with __”
49 For instance
50 “It’s like this,” and a phonetic 

hint to the five longest Across 
answers

51 Agree
53 Sch. near Hollywood
54 Scarlett’s Butler
55 Heals
57 Greek war god
59 Post-Civil War pres.
60 SSW’s opposite
61 “__ on my watch!”
62 U.S. Election Day: Abbr.

© 2015 The Mepham Group.  
All rights reserved.

The LA Times
Crossword Puzzle

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is an 8 — Share support with 
your community and strengthen 
networks. An unexpected situation 
resolves easily with help from 
friends. Collaboration produces 
satisfying results. Have fun 
together.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is an 8 — Your career is on 
the rise. Put your heart into your 
work and it flourishes. Slow to 
consider the best approach with a 
challenge. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is an 8 — Adjust your 
educational course around an 
unscheduled change. Don’t react 
blindly. Consider consequences of 
different pathways. You can see the 
best road.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is a 9 — Lucrative ventures 
pick up steam. Support your partner 
and team to prioritize practicalities. 
Keep accurate records. File 
documents, send invoices and stay 
in communication.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is a 9 — Somebody finds 
your creativity and cleverness 
attractive. Together you can figure 
out a way around an obstacle. 
Listen and learn. Adapt naturally. 
Share perspectives.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is an 8 — Stick to basics 
regarding your health and work. 
Maintain practices and routines. 
You’re building strength and 
energy. Natural beauty inspires you.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is an 8 — Nurture yourself 
and family with fun and loving 
connections. You’re adapting to 
changes. Relax and decompress. 
Find romance in unexpected places. 
Tap into passion.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is a 7 — Home and family 
demand more attention. Make 
repairs and upgrades. Clear clutter 
to free space for new projects. Give 
away extra stuff. Nurture seedlings.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today is an 8 — Practice creative 
arts. Muses enchant you. Capture 
a sense of their song. Express your 
version. Attention to detail raises 
the level of your game.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is a 9 — You’re especially 
persuasive, and this can benefit 
your bottom line. Negotiate, 
bargain and market your wares. Get 
terms in writing. Communication 
gets lucrative.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Today is a 9 — Follow a personal 
vision. Advance a cause that pulls 
your heartstrings. Contributing to 
others satisfies at a deeper level. 
Pursue a passionate possibility.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 7 — Complete old 
projects to clear space for new. 
Consider your vision for what 
you want. Meditate on desired 
outcomes. Private contemplation 
can get productive.

HOROSCOPES If February 10th
is Your Birthday...

Launch into expansion mode this year. Match luck with discipline for 
personal growth. Grab a lucrative opportunity. Navigate springtime social 
challenges, before summer love embraces. Home relocation or renovation 
next winter sets the scene for celebration with friends and family. Ride a 
shooting star.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes
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John Swofford: A legend in ACC history

PHOTO COURTESY OF HUGH MORTON PHOTOGRAPHS/UNC LIBRARIES
Then UNC Athletic Director John Swofford and UNC Head Football Coach Mack Brown speak at a press conference. 

By Twumasi Duah-Mensah
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

When the NCAA athletic season 
ends in June 2021, so will John 
Swofford’s 24-year tenure as ACC 
commissioner — the longest in the 
conference’s 67-year history.

Swofford, who led his final meeting 
with the conference’s athletic directors 
on Thursday, has extensive ties to North 
Carolina. As a student at UNC, he was 
a Morehead-Cain Scholar and became 
the starting quarterback for the Tar 
Heels, only switching to defensive back 
for his senior year in 1971.

After graduation, he was hired 
as a member of Virginia’s athletic 
department before returning to UNC. 
In 1980, Swofford would move up to 
become UNC’s director of athletics 
when he was just 31 years old.

When Swofford took the reigns 
for UNC, the school had not won a 
national title in any sport since 1957. 
During his tenure, North Carolina won 
at least one national championship in 
every year, and he hired the first Black 
head coach in the ACC in 1981.

It was Swofford who hired Mack 
Brown for his first stint as UNC’s 
head football coach. What followed 
were two top-10 AP poll finishes, 
three double-digit win seasons and 

three bowl game victories, including 
a Peach Bowl win. UNC football was 
on the rise to national prominence. 
Brown was the engineer — and has 
since been brought in to do it again — 
but Swofford left a few fingerprints of 
his own and would leave a few more, 
even after moving on in 1997.

Swofford took his talents from 
Chapel Hill to Greensboro, where 
he would inherit a nine-school ACC, 
primarily known as a basketball 
conference. During his tenure, he 
would add Boston College, Miami 
and Virginia Tech in 2004-05. 

When he faced bigger fish swirling 
around his pond, Swofford would 
make up for the loss of Maryland in 
2012 with the additions of Notre Dame 
in the same year (except in football), 
Syracuse and Pittsburgh in 2011 and 
Louisville in 2014, while also keeping 
Florida State away from the Big 12.

The Notre Dame move is symbolic 
of Swofford’s ability to make the most 
out of the chances he got to grow 
the conference. The ACC honored 
the Fighting Irish’s desire to remain 
independent in football in 2012, but as 
the COVID-19 pandemic robbed the 
coffers of athletic departments across 
the country, the ACC’s relationship with 
Notre Dame made sure the school’s 
season was played in the conference.

Swofford has little to do with the 

on-the-field action that led to the 92 
national team titles ACC programs 
have won in 19 of 27 varsity sports. But 
he knew exactly how to take advantage 
of the success. 

And i t  was  Swofford  who 
encouraged member schools to invest 

in football, driving the ACC away 
from its basketball-first reputation.

Now in his 70s, Swofford leaves 
the exploration of the digital frontier 
for someone else. “UNC alumnus” 
doesn’t properly explain Swofford’s 
full impact on his alma mater. His 

guidance of the ACC from nine 
members when he started to 15 when 
he will finish has delivered mouth-
watering revenue year by year to 
member schools like UNC.

Twitter: @dmtwumasi

Tar Heels crush Denver in first game back on the field

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JEFF CAMARATI
UNC senior attackman Chris Gray (4) gets into position during a game 
against Denver in Kenan Stadium on Sunday, February 7, 2021. 

By Noah Monroe
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Three hundred and thirty-four 
days.

That’s how long the No. 4 North 
Carolina men’s lacrosse team had 

been on pause since its last game. 
But on Sunday, senior attackman 
Chris Gray and the UNC offense 
showed little evidence of having any 
rust from that time off.

UNC scored 24 goals, includ-
ing 14 before halftime, beating No. 
5 Denver 24-13. The onslaught of 

goals was led by an impressive per-
formance from Gray, who finished 
the day with six goals and an assist 
after playing only three quarters, 
including a hat trick before the first 
quarter ended.

“You can’t guard him honestly, 
he’s a feeder, he’s a dodger, he can 
do it all,” junior attackman Nicky 
Solomon said. “It’s kind of hard to 
scout him because he’s so diverse in 
how he plays that it’s pretty hard to 
guard him one-on-one.”

Denver opened up the game 
fast, scoring the first goal just 39 
seconds in on first-year goalkeeper 
Collin Krieg.

Just after that, though, UNC start-
ed scoring in quick bursts, with five 
goals in about two and a half minutes 
from four different players — includ-
ing two from Solomon and one from 
Gray in the span of 45 seconds. The 
rest of the first quarter included four 
more goals from UNC, with Gray 
scoring back-to-back goals to help 
the team finish the quarter up 9-2.

“This is obviously our first game, 
so we wanted to come out and be as 
sharp as possible,” Gray said. “Like 
every team, the first game comes 
with a little bit of rust, but I think we 
were able to settle in pretty quickly.”

Gray finished the first half by adding 
another goal and an assist to his stats, 
and UNC took a 14-3 lead into the half.

The lead UNC brought into the 
second half grew larger as the Tar 
Heels’ attack and midfield pressured 
Denver all the way up to the midfield 
line, causing turnovers that led to 
goals. One such goal came when a 
stick check by Gray on a defender led 
to the ball rolling in off the defender’s 
stick, bringing the UNC lead up to 13 
goals. The rest of the team added on 
to this, and by the end of the third 
quarter, the score was 21-6 — with 
nine different UNC players having 
scored over the course of the game.

“Through three quarters, 21-6, 
obviously offensively it’ll continue if 
we play unselfish and share the ball,” 
head coach Joe Breschi said.

In the final quarter, UNC took out 
its first-team defense and made a 
switch in the crease, taking out Krieg 
for junior Caton Johnson. The score 
indicated this, as the defensive pres-
sure on the Denver offense wasn’t the 
same as it was in the first three quar-
ters of the game. As a result, Denver 
scored seven goals in the final quar-
ter, and Johnson only recorded two 
saves out of the nine shots he saw.

Although Denver’s late comeback 
attempt fell short, the postgame cel-
ebration for North Carolina looked 
different than it normally would in a 
pre-pandemic world. Still, the win’s 
impact on the team wasn’t lost on 
Gray. After the game, he commented 
on what it meant to be able to play 
again after that 334-day break.

“Really for me, it was just another 
opportunity to play the game I love 
with the guys on the team,” Gray said. 
“It was just a great team win today, 
and we were glad to get out there.” 

Twitter: @noahmnroe

out against State.”
And that sentiment rings true in 

recent history, with Sunday’s win 
marking the third consecutive year 
that UNC has upset N.C. State.

After shooting 27.5 percent 
from the field and 19.4 percent 
from behind the  arc  against 
Florida State on Thursday, the Tar 
Heels found their stroke against 
N.C. State, shooting 40.6 percent 
from the field and 42.3 percent 
from the 3-point line. 

“Before the Notre Dame game 
that we won a couple weeks ago, 
we told them, ‘We’ve built a lot of 
houses, now we gotta put the lights 
in it, so we gotta start making 
shots ,’ ”  head coach Courtney 
Banghart said.

First-year Alyssa Ustby took this 
to heart, tallying a career-high 20 
points and making all four of her 
shots from behind the arc.

“Before the game,  we were 

talking about how honorable it 
is to play in such a great rivalry, 
and we all really stepped up to 
the challenge together and got it 
done,” Ustby said. “Personally, I 
knew how important it was to the 
rest of my teammates, so I took 
this rivalry very seriously and just 
tried my best to help my team 
come out with a win.”

Ustby attributed her performance 
to the excitement of playing against 
a rival like N.C. State. 

With 12 rebounds, Ustby also 
tallied a double-double. She led the 
team in both points and rebounds.

“What you see from that kid is 
not just on game day,” Banghart 
said. “That’s how she is all the time. 
She takes her craft very seriously, 
she’s thrilled to continue to get 
better and she’s a kid you guys are 
gonna love watching over the next 
four or five years.” 

Ustby scored key shots, no doubt, 
but the win wouldn’t have come 
without the collective effort of the 

whole team. In the third quarter, 
the Tar Heels lost a 12-point lead, 
sending them into the last quarter 
trailing by three points.

Wa t t s  s a i d  s h e  a n d  h e r 
teammates felt as though by that 
point, they had come too far to 
lose. Watts, Ustby and the rest of 
the Tar Heels wanted to dig deep 
and put in the extra effort to come 
out on top and continue the trend 
of stunning the Wolfpack.

“I was just so excited, proud 
of my team,” Watts said. “We’ve 
been working super hard, and it 
all came together for us. We know 
we’re a talented team and when 
we play together and move the 
ball and come out with energy, I 
think we can beat anybody, and we 
showed that tonight.”

Twitter: @evemaddock

Women’s hoops ends losing streak BRIEF
Softball to open up season 
 Valentine’s day weekend

The North Carolina softball team 
is set to begin its 2021 season on 
Friday, Feb. 12, with the three-day 
Carolina Classic tournament hosted 
by South Carolina.

That tournament is the first of four 
to open the Tar Heels’ season before 
a stretch of 32 conference games 
against Notre Dame, Florida State, 
Georgia Tech, Clemson, Virginia, 
Pittsburgh, Duke and Louisville.

Rather than playing any midweek 
contests, the schedule consists of 

ACC weekend series that feature 
four games, with one game typically 
on Fridays, two on Saturdays and a 
final game on Sundays.

The ACC Tournament is scheduled 
for May 12-15 in Lexington, Kentucky.

“We are excited to have a schedule 
for 2021 and to be preparing for our 
season right now,” UNC head coach 
Donna Papa said in a press release. 
“Having had our season get cut short, 
I know our players and staff are both 
grateful and excited that we are set to 
compete this spring.”

Jared McMasters

• Fans will not be allowed at 

home games in Anderson Stadium 

this season.

• North Carolina is slated to face 

five teams ranked in the National 

Fastpitch Coaching Association’s 

top-25 preseason poll.

• Senior pitcher and first 

baseman Brittany Pickett was 

named to the preseason all-ACC 

softball team.

• ACC head coaches picked the 

Tar Heels to finish fifth in the 

2021 ACC preseason softball poll.

SOFTBALL QUICK HITS

Continued from Page 1

DTH ONLINE:  Visit www.
dailytarheel.com to read more 
about women’s basketball’s season.

NCAA ATHLETICS


