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Welcome Back
Friday, August 13
DEADLINE: Friday, June 30

First Day Of Class
Wednesday, August 18
DEADLINE: Friday, August 13

Football Preview
Wednesday, September 1
DEADLINE: Friday, August 27

Housing Guide
Wednesday, September 15
DEADLINE: Friday, September 10

Family Weekend
Wednesday, September 29
DEADLINE: Friday, September 24

Homecoming
Wednesday, November 3
DEADLINE: Friday, October 29

Basketball Preview
Wednesday, November 10
DEADLINE: Friday, November 5

Year In Review / Last Day Of Class
Wednesday, December 1
DEADLINE: Wednesday, November 24 
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We’re doomed.
C-3PO

Students ‘call in’ against sexual orientation 
discrimination in christian groups

By Kyle Ingram
Senior Writer

When Zach Ripberger started 
college, he hoped to find fellowship 
through his faith. Instead, he ended 

up leaving campus ministry after 
encountering an environment that 
ignited an intense internal struggle 
between his faith and his sexuality.   

Now the new Instagram page 
“Call in Campus Ministry” has 
shared anonymous stories from 
students calling out both casual 
and explicit discrimination in UNC 
chapters of organizations such as 
Young Life and Cru. 

An active member of his high 
school’s Young Life, Ripberger 
decided to join the Durham-Chapel 
Hill chapter when he came to 
college. Though the organization 
was not officially affiliated with 
UNC, Ripberger found many fellow 
students in the organization. 

The organization asked a lot of 
him, though. Ripberger was expected 
to travel to a local high school 30 

‘Unsettling’: Four clusters 
identified across campus

Schools adjust to 
remote learning

By Maddie Ellis and Praveena 
Somasundaram

University Editor & Online Assistant Editor

A cluster is defined as five or 
more cases that are deemed “close 
proximity in location,” as defined 
by the North Carolina Department 
of Health and Human Services, 
according to the alert. UNC defines 
location as a single residence hall or 
dwelling.

In the Alert Carolina messages, 
UNC confirmed that contact tracing 
has been initiated. A close contact is 
defined as an individual who has been 
within six feet of an infected person 
without face coverings for more than 
15 minutes. 

The University will not commu-
nicate details about individual cases, 
in accordance with the State Human 
Resources Act and the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 
the message stated. 

Associate Vice Chancellor for 
University Communications Beth 
Keith told The Daily Tar Heel the 
University will not share the number 
of cases in each cluster, in accordance 

with the State Human Resources Act 
and the Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act. 

When asked if the case numbers 
were reflected in UNC’s COVID-19 
dashboard, Keith said “the dash-
board will be updated each Monday.” 

According to the message from 
the Sigma Nu president obtained by 
The Daily Tar Heel, members of the 
fraternity who live both in the house 
and out must quarantine for 14 days 
since their last exposure.

Carolina Housing and Granville 

Towers sent emails Friday notify-
ing the affected communities of 
the identified COVID-19 clusters 
in their residence halls. These res-
idents were not involved in the con-
tact tracing already initiated by the 
University. 

The messages reminded residents 
to follow proper safety guidelines and 
monitor themselves daily for symp-
toms using the COVID-19 Screening 
Checklist.

“This news might be unsettling, 
but please know the testing and 

DTH/JEFFREY SHUTTER

By Niharika Vattikonda
Senior Writer

Students and teachers across 
Orange County are preparing for the 
challenges associated with remote 
learning as local schools begin their 
academic year on Monday.

Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools 
will have a fully-remote fall semester 
ending Jan. 15. Orange County 
Schools will have a fully-remote 
first nine weeks of the school year. 
The district will return to school 
for in-person instruction when it is 
safe to do so, according to the OCS 
website. 

For students, families, teachers 
and school administrators, the 
previous remote learning experience 
was characterized by a rapid shift to 
at-home learning due to an executive 
order from Gov. Roy Cooper in 
response to COVID-19. 

Lauren Boening, a third-grade 
teacher at Morris Grove Elementary 
School, said during the spring 
semester, teachers had to quickly 
adapt to changing circumstances. 

“That is what we’re now calling, 

looking back on it, ‘crisis teaching,’” 
Boening said. “It was very unusual 
because of course, when it started, 
we all expected it would just be for 
a shorter period of time. And so 
we were almost doing like stopgap 
measures. And we were trying to 
be very flexible with the fact that 
families were suddenly finding 
themselves at home.”

Boening’s third-grade classroom 
w e n t  t h r o u g h  c h a n g e s  i n 
instructional format throughout the 
spring — starting with packets of 
work, and eventually transitioning 
to Google Meets. Although Boening 
had already built up a rapport with 
her students, she said her class found 
it difficult to adapt to the changes in 
routine.

She said one thing she found 
that did work in the spring was 
incorporating small-group instruction 
— on Fridays, students would meet 
with a smaller group for a science 
experiment or a math vocabulary 
game. In those environments, 
Boening said she was able to foster 
better communication and student 
engagement.

“I am excited because the plan that 
we have for the fall does allow a lot 
more for the small group time, and I 

People posted their 
experiences on the “Call In 

Campus Ministry” page.

minutes away, five times a week, to 
hold discussions with the students.

On top of all of that, he was gay — 
and none of them knew. 

“It got to the point that every time 
I was doing something with Young 
Life, I would just look around and I 
knew that my full identity, my whole 
identity was not accepted or even 
affirmed in that space,” he said.

Duke University’s Young Life 
came under fire last September. 
Young Life’s  national  sexual 
misconduct policy stated that “we 
do not in any way wish to exclude 
persons who engage in sexual 
misconduct or who practice a 
homosexual lifestyle from being 
recipients of ministry of God’s grace 
and mercy as expressed in Jesus 
Christ. We do, however, believe that 
such persons are not to serve as staff 
or volunteers in the mission and 
work of Young Life.”

This clause has since been 
removed from all  Young Life 
websites. Representatives from 
Durham-Chapel Hill Young Life did 
not respond to multiple requests for 
comment by the time of publication. 

That September, Ripberger 
met his first boyfriend, but forced 
himself to keep the relationship a 
secret from the organization. 

He was also a founding member 
of the Christian fraternity Beta 
Upsilon Chi, or BYX. During his first 
year, while still coming to terms with 
his sexuality, Ripberger spent weeks 
preparing for his initiation to the 
fraternity.

When everything was finalized, 
Ripberger and his fellow founding 
members came together to sign 
BYX’s “Covenant Agreement,” a 
national contract outlining the 
obligations of all members. At the 
Battle House, sitting in his suit and 
tie, prepared to join a community 
he helped start, he came upon the 
following clause:

“The organizational position of 
BYX is that we believe sex is a gift 
of God to be enjoyed only inside 
the covenant of marriage between 
a man and a woman. Therefore, we 
forbid such activity as fornication, 
adultery, and homosexual conduct. 
{I Corinthians 6:15-20; Hebrews 
13:4},” stated the Honor Code of the 
organization’s agreement from 2014. 

“When I saw that clause, I then 
had to make a decision between 
something I was questioning and 
unsure about, and this opportunity 
to establish a community for myself 

SEE DISCRIMINATION, PAGE 2

Students, parents and 
teachers prepare for another 
semester of virtual learning.

SEE CHCCS, PAGE 2

 The clusters were reported 
following the first week of 

classes.

tracing protocols are in place to help minimize the spread 
of the disease,” the emails stated. 

university@dailytarheel.com
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Four different COVID-19 clusters were 
identified within University living areas 
and at a University-affiliated fraternity 
this weekend. 

But on a Wednesday in a cafe, I watched it begin again.
TAYLOR SWIFT

Here we go again
CAROLINA TOGETHER | SPRING 2021

Faculty wary of opening
First-year students return to move in to on-campus housing at Hinton James Residence Hall for UNC’s spring semester on Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021.

DTH/CAROLINE BITTENBENDER

By Cynthia Dong
Senior Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

For some members  of  the UNC 
community,  the University ’s Jan. 7 
announcement that in-person classes would 
be delayed until Feb. 8 was a relief, but 
also an indicator of the potential risks of a 
spring campus reopening — albeit one less 
ambitious in scale than in the fall.

At the time of the announcement, 
several states reported cases of a more 
transmissible variant of the virus, and 
daily COVID-19 cases crossed the 10,000 
threshold in North Carolina. 

Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz told The 
Daily Tar Heel that by pushing back the 
start of in-person classes and extending 
the move-in period, the University hopes to 
provide flexibility to students worried about 
the safety of travel, while also distancing the 
arrival of students from the holiday season.

Provost Bob Blouin said the University 
consulted with a range of sources, such as 
UNC and county health officials, before 
deciding to delay in-person classes, in a 
statement to the Daily Tar Heel. 

“Changes to the University’s spring 
plans were made with the health of the 
campus and community in mind,” Blouin 
said in the statement. 

But Joseph Richards, a doctoral student 
and graduate teaching fellow in the 
communications department, said given the 
pleas issued by N.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services Secretary Mandy 
Cohen for North Carolinians to only leave 
home for essential activities, the decision to 
bring students back is an unnecessary risk. 

And for Richards, the three-week delay is 
an acknowledgement of the danger.

“What I ’m confused about is by 
acknowledging that, why not just do a completely 
remote semester?” they said. “...That’s what 
bothers me. Because if you acknowledge that 
COVID is bad, if you acknowledge that it is out 
of control, as far as spread goes, then I don’t see 
why you wouldn’t take every single precaution 
that you could to put the health and wellbeing 
of students, workers, staff and faculty ahead of 
any other consideration.”

Mimi Chapman, chairperson of the Faculty 
Executive Committee and co-chairperson 
of the Campus and Community Advisory 
Committee, said although bringing students 
back onto campus incurs risk, keeping 
students at home, too, could be problematic.

“If students are staying home and can’t 
engage in their education, or they are 
depressed, or in dangerous living situations 
either psychologically or physically, that’s 
a moral risk too,” she said. “There is moral 
hazard whichever way you go in this situation.”

Last semester, on-campus students with 
hardships, such as lack of reliable internet 
access, could request approval to remain in 
campus housing by filling out a waiver. 

Reeves Moseley, student body president 
and co-chairperson of the CCAC, said in 
addition to the University’s testing regime 
and single occupancy dorm rooms, student 
recognition of the necessity of state, local 
and University guidelines will help prevent 
a repeat of the fall semester.

“We can’t have a slip and slide outside of 
HoJo, we can’t have parties off campus,” Moseley 
said. “We’re not getting out of this anytime soon.”

Kathy Atwater, a member of CCAC and the 
Marian Cheek Jackson Center’s Community 
Advocacy Coordinator, said she approves 
of the decision to slow down the campus 
reopening, but whether or not it will be 
effective depends on the community.

History professor Jay Smith said he is 
concerned for professors and students who 
may have to move the rest of their courses 
online if the University decides to switch to 
full remote instruction in February.

A spokesperson for the University said 
in an email that the provost’s office wrote a 
letter to faculty on the day the announcement 
was made providing resources to assist with 
the delay of in-person classes and transition 
to remote learning.

Twitter: @dailytarheel

Students move back in
By Anne Tate

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Students began moving back to Chapel Hill 
— for the second time this academic year — last 
Wednesday, but campus is still quiet. Instead of 
reunion hugs and friends gathering in suites to 
catch up, students stayed socially distant while 
moving into their single-occupancy rooms. 

Still, many South Campus residents are 
hopeful that living on-campus will be better 
than it was last August.

Residence halls are open, again

After UNC announced that all classes for the 
fall semester would switch to an online format, 
most students were sent home in an effort limit 
campus density just a week before the start 
of classes. Now, after tightening on-campus 
housing protocols and the implementation 
of the Carolina Together Testing Program, 
residence halls are open again. 

“Carolina Housing expects approximately 
2,680 undergraduate students to live in 
on-campus housing and Granville Towers 
during the spring semester, down from 
approximately 9,500 students during a typical 
semester,” a UNC spokesperson said in an email. 

And despite UNC’s three-week delay of 
in-person classes, only around 130 students 
delayed moving in until after Jan. 17. 

Reliving campus introductions

First-year Claire Blackman said she lived 
on campus in Ehringhaus Residence Hall for 
three weeks last fall. Last week, she moved 
into Hinton James Residence Hall. She said 
she’s worried about COVID spikes due to the 
holidays, but she said the mandatory twice-a-
week testing makes her feel safer.

“It took me a while to realize that I was 
actually moving in again,” Blackman said. 
“I’m really excited to meet more people. 
Even though it’s not a regular year, I’m 
hoping to get maybe just a little bit of that 
college experience, whether it’s just going 
to the dining hall or late nights on campus.” 

Isaac Williamson, another first-year, 
moved out of Ehringhaus last fall after 
just two weeks. He’s said he’s hopeful 
that this semester will go well, but feels 
deterred by the COVID-19 cluster in 
Carmichael Residence Hall announced 
before he arrived on campus. He said he 
noticed that people seem to be moving in 
more cautiously than in the fall. 

“I enjoyed the first two weeks here – it 
was the best time ever. Hopefully if we keep 
going it will stay that way,” Williamson said. 

Although he only lived in Hinton James 
for two and a half weeks last fall, first-year 
Bob Dang said he already loves UNC and its 
campus. He said he didn’t expect to be sent 
home so soon. 

“It sucked,” Dang said. “To come home 
after wanting to be here was horrible.” 

Dang said he was excited when he learned 
he’d have the opportunity to move back to 
campus this spring.

“Being at home was very draining and quite 
detrimental to my mental health,” he said. “So 
to be able to come back and see all of these 
people that I formed relationships with over 
Instagram was great.” 

First-year Aakash Subramaniam, one 
of the friends Dang met online, said he 
never moved to campus in the fall. He said 
he predicted that everyone would be sent 
home. Now, Subramaniam and Dang live 
in the same hall in Ehringhaus with others 
they met through social media. 

“I wasn’t super confident in Carolina’s 
policies last semester,” Subramaniam said. “But 
seeing that we have the weekly testing and a 
lot more restrictions, I feel like there’s a bigger 
chance of us staying more than two weeks.”

Subramaniam and Dang said they like 
the ambiance and camaraderie of living in 
a dorm with their peers. They don’t want to 
catch COVID-19, they said, and they don’t 
want to be sent home. 

“It’s awesome to be with everyone, it’s 
great,” Dang said. “I love it here.”

Twitter: @dailytarheel

DTH/MARIS AVA CRUZ
Isaac Williamson puts sheet on his bed at Ehringhaus Residence Hall on Friday, Jan. 15, 2021.

“...I don’t see why you wouldn’t take every single precaution that 
you could to put the health and wellbeing of student, workers, staff 

and faculty ahead of any other consideration. ” 
Joseph Richards

Doctoral student and graduate teaching fellow in communications department
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An ugly season for men’s basketball 
The Tar Heels saw their worst season in years 

during 2020. Buzzer beaters, injuries and 
losing streaks plagued the team this year. 

Well, the years start coming and they don’t stop coming
SMASHMOUTH, “ALL STAR”
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EDITORIAL: Our predictions for 2021
Which administrator’s basement will Silent 
Sam be found in? The Editorial Board offers 

its predictions on this and more for next year.

UNC’s roadmap to closing
Breaking down how the University managed 

to take its off ramp plan within a week of 
opening its doors to students in the fall. 

North Carolina voted red this year
With a majority of Republicans being elected 
to the state legislature, the tone for the next 

decade of state politics has been set. 

Activists aren’t done fighting yet
As racial injustices continue across the state, 
demonstrators took the spotlight this year as 

they continued protesting for equality. 

SEE PAGE 3 SEE PAGE 4 SEE PAGE 6 SEE PAGE 9 SEE PAGE 12

By Maeve Sheehey
Director of Enterprise

Last December, The Daily Tar Heel described the 
2010s as “The Decade That Changed Everything,” as 
people across the UNC and local communities prepared 
to ring in a new year. The year 2020 would mean a 
brand new decade, a presidential election and a summer 
Olympics in Tokyo. 

At UNC, the year would begin with a new permanent 
chancellor in place. In Orange County, residents looked 
ahead toward voting in the November election and 
registering to be counted in the 2020 census. 

Three months later, North Carolina reported its first case 
of COVID-19 in Wake County. The University sent students 
home from their study abroad programs and later declared 
that all UNC classes would be remote for the foreseeable 
future. It wasn’t long before Gov. Roy Cooper issued a stay-
at-home order for residents as virus cases surged. 

Just three months into the new year and decade, 
COVID-19 was impacting nearly every facet of life. 

This DTH edition reflects on the changes that took 
place throughout the year — from the University’s 

unsuccessful fall reopening making national headlines, to 
the advancements in public health that took place across 
the state. 

Beyond the pandemic, 2020 brought nationwide Black 
Lives Matter protests after police killed George Floyd 
in May. Voters elected a new president in November. 
Some local businesses had to shutter their doors as the 
economy soured, while others opened for the first time. 

It’s unclear what the year 2021 will bring, but long 
gone are the “roaring ‘20s” comparisons to the Jazz Age 
that were so widespread last year. The year 2020, though 
memorable, will not be remembered for the Olympics 
that had to be postponed, nor the movie theater releases 
that never happened. In short, this has not been the year 
anyone thought it would be. 

In Chapel Hill, 2020 will be remembered for the 
changes it brought about for the University and Town. 
This paper includes stories about changes that may 
last beyond the pandemic, and those that have already 
shifted throughout the year. There may not be another 
year that looks exactly like this, but one thing is for sure: 

2020 will not be forgotten. 
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2020 Year 
in Review

A year that will not be forgotten

The Daily Tar Heel reflects on
the surprise-filled year
as it approaches its end.
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Well, what if there is no tomorrow? There wasn’t one today.
BILL MURRAY, “GROUNDHOG DAY”
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North Carolina’s election is not yet finished
By Sonia Rao

City and State Editor

Election Day is over, which means 
all ballots in North Carolina have 
officially been cast. But they’re not 
quite done being counted.

Here’s what this means for the 
next few days. 

Where do races stand? 

Gov. Roy Cooper has declared 
victory over Dan Forest, winning by 
4.42 percent, according to unofficial 
results. 

But many other races down the 
ballot are too close to call, according to 
unofficial results from the N.C. Board 
of Elections. 

President Donald Trump has a 
slight lead of 1.41 percent over former 
Vice President Joe Biden in North 
Carolina, but there are only 76,701 
votes separating them. 

U.S. Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., has 
a lead of 1.79 percent over Democrat 
Cal Cunningham, separated by 
96,707 votes. 

Several Council of State races, 
such as the race for attorney general, 
auditor and commissioner of labor, are 
also very close, separated by less than 
100,000 votes. 

In the race for N.C. Supreme Court 
chief justice, Republican incumbent 
Paul Newby leads over Democrat 
Cheri Beasley by 0.08 percent, another 
race that could change as more ballots 
are counted. 

Why haven’t all ballots 
in North Carolina been 
counted yet? 

There are approximately 117,000 
outstanding absentee ballots in the 
state. This means there are 117,000 
voters who requested an absentee 

ballot and did not return it, although 
the number does not account for 
voters who chose to vote in person on 
Election Day. 

These votes have yet to be counted. 
In North Carolina, absentee ballots 
postmarked by Nov. 3 will be accepted 
by the State Board of Elections until 
Nov. 12. 

When will we know the 
results of these outstanding 
absentee ballots? 

Jason Roberts, a UNC political 
science professor and member of the 
Orange County Board of Elections, 
said most counties won’t count these 
outstanding absentee ballots until 
Nov. 12 or 13, right before county 
boards of elections certify results. 

Karen Brinson Bell, executive 
director of the State Board of Elections, 
said at a Wednesday press conference 

this means the state’s unofficial results 
most likely won’t change until Nov. 12. 
Therefore, North Carolinians likely 
won’t know who won close races, such 

as the presidential race or the U.S. 
Senate race, until then.

city@dailytarheel.com

DTH/ABIGAIL PITTMAN
A member of the crowd at Lt. Gov. Dan Forest’s election night watch 
party wears a Trump 2020 hat on Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2020.

UNC organizations create resources to 
help students with election anxiety

DTH/CYNTHIA LIU
Junior Kate Parker watches the election from her couch late on Nov. 3, 2020. 

By Cameron Myers Milne and 
Raymond Pang

Staff Writers

The first  t ime voting in a 
presidential election has created a 
source of stress, on top of finals and 
schoolwork, for many students. For 
those experiencing anxiety, University 

organizations created election-related 
events and resources.

Mason Pack, a senior physics major, 
said because the election closely 
coincides with finals season, the stress 
of following politics and continuing to 
do schoolwork is only amplified. 

“You feel like you’re taking a 
beating and haven’t gotten a break 

and the culmination of the semester 
and the election — it’s a big collision 
of events,” Pack said. 

Jack Gartland, a first-year public 
policy major, said they are concerned 
about the fate of human and civil 
rights this election, especially given 
the longstanding attacks that Black 
and queer communities face.

“As a queer person in America, 
really existing in 2020 is kind of 
dangerous,” Gartland said. “All I 
want to do is be able to love who 
I want and construct my gender 
identity in the way that I want to.”

While Gartland said the local 
political wins in their district were 
disappointing, they remain hopeful 
because of victories from candidates 
like Cori Bush, the first Black woman 
to represent Missouri in Congress, 
and Sarah McBride, the country’s first 
openly transgender state senator.

Resources available for students

To process election anxiety, 

UNC updates fan, ticket 
policies for basketball

By PJ Morales
Senior Writer

Fan capacity will be reduced for 
the upcoming 2020-21 men’s and 
women’s basketball seasons in light of 
the continuing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the UNC athletics department said 
in new guidelines released Thursday. 

UNC Director of Athletics Bubba 
Cunningham and Rams Club 
Executive Director John Montgomery 
said in the release that fan capacity 
at the Dean E. Smith Center and 
Carmichael Arena will be reduced, 
with the department still awaiting 
an update from state government 
regarding specific seating capacities.

Although the state of North 
Carolina allows for seven percent 
capacity in outdoor venues with 
a seating capacity of over 10,000 
people, its Phase 3 guidelines do 
not mention large indoor venues, 
with the current restriction on mass 
indoor gatherings allowing only 25 
people in the same place.

“ S i m i l a r  t o  o u r  f o o t b a l l 
procedures, our first priority will be 
allowing family members of student-

athletes and coaches into our arenas,” 
the press release said.

The press release also said there 
will be no season tickets available 
for purchase this season. Due to the 
accommodations necessary to ensure 
proper social distancing, all basketball 
tickets for the 2020-2021 season will 
be issued through an online request 
system. The Rams Club will still have 
priority access to games and seating 
assignments, but a member’s choice to 
not purchase individual game tickets 
this season will not affect their season 
ticket priority for the 2021-22 season.

There will also be no physical 
tickets for basketball games, with all 
ticketing moving to a digital platform 
to help with contact-free entry, as well 
as to expedite the distribution process.

“We are disappointed that we 
may not be able to see all of you at 
the Smith Center and Carmichael 
Arena,” the press release said, “but 
the health and safety of our student-
athletes, coaches and you — our 
dedicated Carolina community — 
remains our top priority.”

sports@dailytarheel.com

Is outdoor seating 
accessible to all?

Increases in outdoor seating on Franklin 
Street raises concerns about its compliance 

with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

By Emma Kenfield
Senior Writer

An increase in outdoor seating options on Franklin 
Street in response to COVID-19 social distancing 
requirements could pose potential problems for the 
disabled community. 

As the pandemic presses on, local businesses and 
restaurants have had to get creative to stay afloat since 
restaurants in the state are limited to a 50 percent 
capacity. Many have chosen to extend seating outdoors 
to bring in more business. 

Over the summer, the Town of Chapel Hill extended 
the sidewalk onto the street, blocking off traffic for a 

temporary walkway, which leaves space on the sidewalk 
for the addition of outdoor seating. 

Sarah Gilles, a chairperson of the Disability 
Advocates Committee of the Campus Y, said the push 
for outdoor seating is good for business, but could 

SEE DISABILITY SEATING, PAGE 2

SEE ANXIETY, PAGE 7
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I had to just slap him on the butt and say, ‘Play, big fella.’
ROY WILLIAMS

UNC sweeps rival Blue Devils 

DTH/ABE LOVEN
UNC sophomore forward Armando Bacot (5) dunks in the Smith Center on March 6, 2021. UNC beat Duke 91-73.

Tar Heels poised for 
postseason run
By Brian Keyes

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

In the rivalry matchup to end 
the season, the North Carolina 
men’s basketball  team (16-9, 
10-6 ACC) dominated Duke 
(11-11, 9-9 ACC) from start to 
finish in a 91-73 win. Led by 
three different players scoring 18 
points, the Tar Heels played one 
of their most complete games of 
the season on Senior Night.

North Carolina got out to 
an excellent start by quickly 
by hitting five of its first seven 
shots to get out to an 11-2 lead. 
Struggling to defend UNC’s bigs, 
Duke center Mark Williams and 
forward Matthew Hurt each 
picked up a quick foul. 

Nothing could slow down the 
Tar Heels, though, as players 
made jumper  af ter  jumper, 
including a one-legged, fade-away 
3-pointer from senior forward 
Garrison Brooks to balloon the 
lead to 24-6. 

By the end of the first half, 
the Blue Devils managed to cut 

the lead down to 16, but they 
failed to establish any sort of 
de fens ive  rhythm,  a l lowing 
North Carolina to shoot 55.2 
percent from the floor and 62.5 
percent from deep. 

D u k e  s t a r t e d  t o  f i n d  i t s 
r hy t h m  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f , 
shooting 4-6 to  s tar t ,  whi le 
UNC’s red-hot shooting cooled 
slightly, but the Tar Heels’ size 
and speed was still  too much 
to overcome. 

T h e  B l u e  D e v i l s  t r i e d  t o 
break out a full-court press and 
trapping defense,  but North 
Carol ina continued to  draw 
fouls against Duke’s undersized 
frontcourt,  keeping the lead 
firmly in hand. 

It was only a matter of time 
before UNC cruised to a final score 
of 91-73.

UNC will start its postseason 
in  the  ACC Tournament  in 
Greensboro as the sixth seed. The 
Tar Heels will start in the second 
round, playing their first game 
on Wednesday, March 10. 

Twitter: @bg_keyes

Tar Heels face uncertain postseason path

By Ryan Heller
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

After a morale-boosting win to 
complete a season sweep of Duke, 
the North Carolina men’s basketball 
team now must quickly shift its focus 
to postseason play.

Saturday’s win virtually guaranteed 
the Tar Heels a spot in the NCAA 
Tournament. But it also helped them 
jump Louisville to claim to sixth seed 
in the ACC Tournament.

From now on, there are no more 
chances to bounce back. It’s single-
elimination. In order to have 
success in March, the Tar Heels 
will have to do something they 
haven’t been able to do all year: 
maintain consistency. 

Here’s what the path looks like for 
UNC in both tournaments.

ACC Tournament

The Tar Heels were already a 
lock for a single bye heading into 
their final matchup of the regular 
season. All that was left to be 
decided was whether they were the 
sixth or seventh seed in the ACC 
Tournament. Either position meant 
avoiding top-ranked Virginia 
through the early rounds, a team 
Roy Williams-led squads have 
recently struggled against. 

The path for UNC appears easier 
than that of the seventh-seeded 
Cardinals. The Tar Heels will face 
either Wake Forest or Notre Dame, 
two teams that they have already 
beaten. Louisville will also face 
one of two teams they’re unbeaten 
against. But the big difference is 
the third round opponent. 

The Cardinals will have to battle 
Florida State if they advance, 
which, despite a bad loss against 
the Fighting Irish, is still a threat 
to win the whole tournament. 
Leonard Hamilton is a top head 
coach in the ACC and should 
have his team prepared to bounce 
back. The Seminoles have a potent 
offense fueled by depth and good 
3-point shooting. It’s a benefit that 
North Carolina gets to avoid them 
until the semifinals, if both teams 
make it there. 

If UNC wins, its next opponent 
i s  V i r g i n i a  Te c h ,  w h i c h  h a s 
had several  long pauses  due 
to COVID-19 cases and hasn’ t 
played a game since Feb. 27. The 
Tar Heels dominated the last 
opponent that came into their 
matchup off  a  break,  beating 
Louisville 99-54. If the Hokies 
start out rusty, North Carolina 

should be able to advance.
It has been a tough year for the 

ACC, with no clear front-runner 
even as March begins. Over half the 
teams in the field have a realistic 
chance of winning it all, and UNC 
is part of that group. It’ll all depend 
on whether North Carolina’s most 
talented players can step up and 
help the team play to its potential 
in consecutive games. 

NCAA Tournament 

N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ’s  r o a d  i n 
Indianapolis is a lot murkier. The 
Tar Heels are currently penciled in 
as a ninth seed, according to Joe 
Lunardi’s ESPN Bracketology. A 
lot can change with a run in the 
ACC Tournament, but it’s most 
likely that they will be in the 7-10 
or 8-9 matchup heading into the 
NCAA Tournament.

In the current Bracketology, 
UNC is slated to face Michigan, 
one of the favorites to win it all, 
in the second round. Even if it’s a 
different team, there’s a clear divide 
between the No. 1 and 2 seeds and 
everyone else. 

The Tar Heels would have to 
play near-perfect basketball if 
they want a chance of upsetting a 
top seed. That means they cannot 
beat themselves with turnovers 
and slow starts, which they have 
fallen into a habit of doing at times 
this year. 

The two games against Duke 
showed that UNC can effectively 
use its talent and produce great 
results. Now comes the ultimate test 
of March.

Twitter: @ryanheller23

 UNC slated as sixth seed 
in ACC Tournament, 
firmly in NCAA field

DTH/ABE LOVEN
UNC junior guard Leaky Black (1) blocks a layup by Duke senior guard Jordan 
Goldwire (14) in the Smith Center on March 6, 2021. UNC beat Duke 91-73.

DTH/ABE LOVEN
Duke senior guard Jordan Goldwire (14) and sophomore forward Wendell 
Moore Jr. (0) defend UNC first-year guard Caleb Love (2) on March 6, 2021.

BY THE NUMBERS

6
UNC’s ACC Tournament seeding

9
Tar Heels’ projected NCAA seeding
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Days since UNC’s last NCAA 
Tournament game
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There’s no such thing as a vote that doesn’t matter.
BARACK OBAMA
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By Sofia Lesnewski
Senior Writer

With four weeks to go until 
Election Day, over one million North 
Carolina voters have requested 
absentee ballots and nearly 390,000 
voters have returned them. 

This marks a significant increase 
in North Carolina voters’ use of mail-
in ballots compared to past elections, 
Alissa Ellis, advocacy director at 
Democracy N.C., said.  

But racial disparities in voting 
have persisted.

Only 1.4 percent of all returned 
ballots have been deemed deficient, 
primarily due to issues with the 

witness requirement. However, the 
rate is higher for nonwhite voters. 

The North Carolina State Board of 
Elections reported that 3.5 percent 
of non-Hispanic Black voters and 
2.6 percent of Hispanic voters have 
had their ballots deemed deficient, 
compared to 0.8 percent of non-
Hispanic white voters.

Ellis said racial disparities in 
deficiency rates might be related to 
past absentee voting patterns.

“Voting by mail has predominantly 
been used by white voters and not by 
Black voters or voters of color,” she 
said. “And so it is possible that there 
are voters that are just experiencing 
the learning curve of voting by mail.”

Jeff Loperfido, senior counsel 
for voting rights at the Southern 
Coal i t ion for  Social  Just ice , 
reiterated the fact that many people 
are voting absentee for the first time.

“I’m sure there are consequences 
of historical, systemic oppression 
that sort of plays into that as well 
in terms of just access to the ballots 
and familiarity with election 
procedures,” he said. 

Michael Bitzer, professor of politics 
and history at Catawba College, said 
it is important to note that ballot 
deficiencies are not equivalent to voters 
being denied the right to vote. He said 
when ballots are missing required 
information, they are marked as 

deficient. As of now, how deficiencies 
will be resolved is uncertain.

A joint motion filed against NCSBE 
on Sept. 22 updated the cure process 
for absentee ballots, which allowed 
voters to correct ballot issues, including 
incomplete witness information.

Howe ver,  on   Saturday,  a 
federal judge issued a temporary 
restraining order on that settlement. 
The NCSBE followed with a memo 
instructing county boards that 
receive deficient ballots to take no 
action. Should the voter call their 
county board of elections, the board 
is advised to inform the voter that

SEE MAIL-IN SUPPRESSION, PAGE 10

SEE MUSICAL FESTIVAL, PAGE 9

Return of single-use plastics in dining halls scrutinized by students

BOTTOM OF LENOIR | DTH/MATT SHERIDAN

By Charlotte Geier
Staff Writer

Carolina Dining Services reinstated 
its reusable container program for 
takeout at campus dining halls one week 
after the start of the fall semester — after 
months of dishing out disposable plastic 
and compostable containers. 

By the time this change was made, 
UNC had already announced the 

occupancy on campus was reduced 
to 64 percent and just before the 
University asked students to cancel 
their on-campus housing contracts.

CDS said  in  an emai l  v ia 
Stephanie Berrier, a member of the 
communications team for UNC’s 
Division of Finance and Operations, 
that the transition to single-use items 
in March stemmed from uncertainty 
at the outset of the pandemic. 

“This operational change and 
other safety protocols were based on 
recommendations by health officials 
at a time when there were still many 
unknowns about COVID-19 and 

were in keeping with industry best 
practices,” CDS said in the email. 

But students and student groups 
are concerned with how CDS 
handled its services and the impact 
of single-use products. 

Kenaz Flores is the historian for the 
environmental group Carolina 360.

“Not only is the production 
unsustainable, but the continuous 
transportation to UNC adds to our 
carbon footprint, along with the 
disposal of the cutlery,” Flores said.

As a result of COVID-19, CDS also 

Carrboro 
Music 

Festival 
plays on 
virtually

About 100 bands and solo 
artists from a variety of genres and 
backgrounds came together virtually 
for the annual Carrboro Music 
Festival to keep musical spirit alive 
during the pandemic. 

Though the audience couldn’t 
watch the acts perform in person, 
they actively watched and commented 
about performances to show their 
appreciation online. 

The festival gave viewers nonstop 
entertainment from some of their local 
favorites. The organizers ensured that 
there were limited technical difficulties 
and that the performers could have an 
experience that was as close to normal 
as possible. 

The Daily Tar Heel talked to 
four artists, ranging from hip-hip 
to folk to rock genres, about their 
experiences at the festival and music 
during the pandemic.

Five artists who performed 
over the weekend reflect on 

virtual COVID-19 concert.

PHOTO COURTESY OF AARON RILEY
The band WhoIAre (above)
 performed at the virtually-held 
2020 Carrboro Music Festival.

SEE DINING HALLS, PAGE 10

Some students worry about 
the long-term impact of 

the use of disposable items. 

2020 STATE AND LOCAL

Voter Guide
VISIT DAILYTARHEEL.COM

Racial inequity concerns 
surround voting in November

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/MORGAN PIROZZI

2020 Election 

Black voters face higher ballot deficiency

Cole Anthony (2) scores a basket against UVA.

Elizabeth Durham watches dancers 
circulating her during Company 
Carolina’s “Sweet Charity.” 

The Bell Tower pictured before a football game.

Isabella St. Onge colors a 
Halloween costume design.

Students protest a $2.5 million settlement
given to the Sons of Confederate Veterans
for the preservation of Silent Sam. 

DTH/MORGAN PIROZZI
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DTH/ANGELICA EDWARDS

Yes, I’m gone to Carolina in my mind
JAMES TAYLOR

Your UNC Journey Starts Here
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Starting college is one of the greatest transitions that will occur in your young 
life. From adjusting to dorm living to rushing Franklin Street after Duke games, 

you’ve got a lot to learn about life at Carolina.

Your first semester is likely going to look a lot different than students’ from 
years past, but the rest of campus will be figuring it out with you. 

From your friends at The Daily Tar Heel,
 Welcome to UNC. Here’s what you need to know:
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Listen to what the scientists and the doctors are saying.
ROY WILLIAMS

DTH/ANGELINA KATSANIS

ISOLATION DORMS 
Craige North, Parker 
residence halls will 
house students who 
test positive or have 
been exposed to 
COVID-19. Page 2.

FACULTY REACT TO 
REOPENING PLANS
Faculty members 
petitioned against 
in-person teaching 
and feared putting 
TAs at risk. Page 5. 

FRANKLIN STREET 
FIGHTS TO SURVIVE 
Businesses chose to 
shut down or adapt 
after an economic 
shock unlike anything 
seen before. Page 9.

NATION PROTESTS 
POLICE BRUTALITY 
The murder of George 
Floyd by police ignited 
activism nationwide 
and large protests in 
Raleigh. Page 6 & 7.

FOOTBALL SEASON 
STILL UNCERTAIN 
“We’re not assured of 
anything right now,” 
says Tar Heels football 
coach Mack Brown. 
Page 11.

WELCOME BACK EDITION
127 years of serving UNC students and the University      Monday, August 3, 2020     Volume 128 Issue 10

THE NEWS YOU MISSED
COVID-19 and protests for racial justice 

defined a tumultuous summer.
Now, UNC faces an uncertain fall.

DTH Photos by Angelina Katsanis, Angelica Edwards and Parker Brown

I ain’t never seen two pretty best friends, it’s always one of them gotta be ugly.
JORDAN “JAYRSCOTTYY” SCOTT 
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By Anna Neil 
Assistant University Editor

All it took was one week. Seven days 
into the fall semester, students began 
moving out of residence halls, and 
instruction shifted online.

Now, as students begin final exams, 
the UNC community is reflecting on 
the events of the fall semester — and 
anticipating how the spring will unfold. 

‘False sense of security’

While students were not required 
to get tested for COVID-19 before 

returning to campus in the fall, UNC 
will require reentry testing at the 
start of the spring semester. Provost 
Bob Blouin told The Daily Tar Heel 
that the importance of testing was a 
lesson learned from the fall. 

“In the fall and in the spring, the 
(Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention) recommendation was 
not to do reentry testing or aggressive 
surveillance testing,” Blouin said.

Blouin said one reason for this 
was that the availability of testing 
supplies was limited, so there was 

Preparing for the spring, 
reflecting on the fall 

Howell writes history

DTH/MORGAN PIROZZI
Sophomore quarterback Sam Howell runs the ball downfield during a game in 
Kenan Memorial Stadium during a game against Wake Forest on Nov. 14, 2020. 

DTH/NOUR ZARROUK
Hrishika Muthukrishnan is the editor-in-chief of the new student-run publication, SAATH HAI SHAKTI.

New South Asian magazine 
celebrates diversity

By Ellis Riggsbee
Staff Writer

For students who feel the cultural experience 
they have on campus has been put on pause, a new 
student-run magazine called “SAATH HAI SHAKTI” 
offers a fresh perspective. 

The magazine, which focuses on the mental 
health of the South Asian community, launched 
on Nov. 15. Founded on the goals and values of the 
student organization, WE ARE SAATH (“WE ARE 
TOGETHER”), the magazine showcases what it 
means to be South Asian.

While the magazine emphasizes the unique and 
diverse cultures of the South Asian community, 
readers of all ethnic, racial and religious backgrounds 
are encouraged to learn more.

“We aim to have readers outside of the South Asian 
community because we want to spread our culture 
and our message,”  editor and sophomore Vanya Bhat 
said. “We want to show and highlight the beauty of 
South Asia in general, but we also want to inform and 
bring to light some of the things that we face.”

Junior Anissa Deol, another student editor, said the 
magazine’s launch is a key step toward vocalizing the 
necessity for South Asian representation in the media.

This information can also be used to guide readers 
on how to seek help for any mental health issues they 
may be facing. Seeking mental health assistance 
is considered taboo in many South Asian cultures, 
especially for children of immigrants. 

“We address stigmas within our own community, 
but also the goods that can come out it, like what kind 
of food we eat and what we celebrate in the various 
months of every year,” Deol said. “And that’s really 
what the first publication touches on: a little bit of 
everything. It’s like an introduction.”

The first publication will focus on a wide variety of 
topics, introducing important aspects of South Asian 
culture and the backgrounds of notable South Asian 
influencers. While the components of the second and 
third publications are still up in the air, Deol said the 
editors are thinking of honing in on women’s fashion 
in specific countries — especially countries that are 
underrepresented in the media.

Hrishika Muthukrishnan, the founder of the 
University’s WE ARE SAATH chapter and the editor-
in-chief of SAATH HAI SHAKTI, had the idea of 
creating the magazine for a long time before it was 
finally able to come to life.

In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
SAATH HAI SHAKTI’s editors had to prepare 
for unprecedented methods of collaborative 
communication.

Teja Siripurapu, a co-editor of the magazine, 
said that the pandemic had a negative effect on the 

First issue focuses on mental health

DTH/PHOTOG NA
Hrishika Muthukrishnan, editor-in-chief of SAATH HAI 
SHAKTI, reads the first issue on Saturday, Nov. 14, 2020.

ability of the writers to engage and interact with the 
larger UNC community.

“I do wish that we could have included more student 
experiences from the South Asian community on 
UNC’s campus,” Siripurapu said. “It’s really hard to do 
that because of the pandemic and the fact that it’s a 
brand-new magazine, so hopefully in the future if the 
magazine gets more popular, we can get more students 
involved in the process.”

The magazine also gifted many of its editors with a 
sense of communal belonging. As a first-year entering 
college in the middle of a pandemic, Siripurapu has 
been able to meet and connect with new friends 
through WE ARE SAATH.

“I’ve gotten to learn more about my own culture 
and also other countries near South Asia,” Siripurapu 
said. “I got to showcase a lot of my previous interests 
with that, so it really aligns with what I wanted to 
do. I got to meet other freshmen and individuals of 
the South Asian community.”

Bhat said she is excited to see the community’s 
response to the editors’ dedication to the magazine 
and their culture. They will rely on feedback when 
developing their next publications.

“Just read it,” Bhat said. “Take a look at it. Glimpse 
it, skim through it. This is meant to be a lifestyle 
magazine, so there’s something for everyone. Just 
read it and learn.”

@leriggsb
arts@dailytarheel.com

By Jared McMasters
Assistant Sports Editor

If there’s an ink shortage in 
Chapel Hill this weekend, Sam 
Howell is to blame.

North Carolina’s sophomore 
quarterback now has the daunting 
task of rewriting the program’s 
record books with his name near 
the top of almost every offensive 
category after a 59-53 comeback win 
over Wake Forest on Saturday.

“Sam and I have talked a lot about 
a legacy for a guy like him,” UNC 
head coach Mack Brown said. “His 
legacy will be how many games he 
wins. That’s what quarterbacks are 
remembered for.”

The road to defining that legacy now 
includes a historic performance from 
Brown’s quarterback on Saturday.

Despite three touchdown passes 
from Howell in the first half,  the Tar 
Heels trailed the Demon Deacons 
35-24 entering halftime.

It felt like one of those games UNC 
fans have become so accustomed to 
over the last season and a half.

But Saturday’s victory over Wake 
Forest broke that mold to elevate 
UNC’s fourth-quarter team status 
to new heights when Howell carried 
North Carolina over the hump in one 
of the most prolific outings by a UNC 
quarterback ever.

The accomplishments began 
flowing for Howell when he threw 
his fourth touchdown of the day 
with about five minutes left in the 
third quarter. 

DTH/EMMA ZHANG
Students study at the outdoor and socially distanced study area the University 
built on Polk Place as other students walk past Wilson Library on Nov. 15, 2020.

SEE LOOKING BACK, PAGE 11

SEE SOPHOMORE QB, PAGE 6

Well, the years start coming and they don’t stop coming.
SMASH MOUTH

Chapel Hill Nine monument erected on Franklin Street How to 
vote in 

Tuesday’s 
primaryBy Brittany McGee

Staff Writer

A group of Black high school 
students set off a decade of civil rights 
demonstrations in Chapel Hill when 
they sat down in a booth at Colonial 
Drug Store on Franklin Street on Feb. 
28, 1960 and asked to be served.

William Cureton, John Farrington, 
Harold Foster, Earl Geer, Dave Mason 
Jr., Clarence Merritt Jr., James Merritt, 
‘Clyde’ Douglas Perry and Albert 
Williams were the young men who 
became known as the Chapel Hill 
Nine. 60 years later, the four surviving 
members of the group attended Friday’s 
unveiling ceremony of the marker that 
commemorates their actions during 
the Civil Rights Movement. 

The marker sits at 450 W. Franklin 
St., which was the location of the 
Colonial Drug Store. The creation 
of the marker was the result of work 
done by the Historical Civil Rights 
Commemoration Task Force, which 

Chapel Hill Mayor Pam Hemminger 
formed in 2017 to document the Civil 
Rights Movement in Chapel Hill.

“We decided we would like to 
honor brave events and things that 
help shape us to being a better 
community,” Hemminger said.

The marker, which was designed 
by Durham artist Stephen Hayes, 
has images of the protests and police 
officers outside of the drugstore, as well 
as images of news headlines from the 
time. On both sides of the marker, the 
names and ages of the Chapel Hill Nine 
at the time of the sit-in are displayed. 

The 1960 sit-in was inspired by the 
protest at Woolworth’s lunch counter 
in Greensboro earlier that month. 
Esphur Foster, sister of Chapel Hill 
Nine member Harold Foster, paid 
homage to the courage the Chapel 
Hill Nine had as young students.

“When you are 80, as I am now, 
you realize that actually they were just 
babies,” she said. “16, 17 and 18 years 
of age. On Feb. 18, 1960, these babies 
had the audacity — or as Black folks 
like to say the nerve — to address a 
societal norm that had begun for us, 
the African Americans, in 1619.”

Albert Williams, one of the Chapel 

The monument was unveiled 
at a ceremony on Friday — 60 
years after the historic sit-ins.

DTH/BRITTANY MCGEE
Chapel Hill Nine member James Merritt attends the unveiling ceremony of a 
marker commemorating the Chapel Hill Nine’s 1960 Colonial Drug Store sit-in.

Hill Nine and Chapel Hill’s first 
Black firefighter, said the group’s 
leader was Harold Foster and likened 
him to a “hot spark plug.” 

Williams said when they did 
the initial protest at the drugstore, 
the group had no idea that an 
extended period of protests and 
demonstrations would follow. 

“We didn’t have no idea of what 
was coming,” he said. “It broke the 
dam open, and the water just flowed.”

Some Chapel Hill natives in 
attendance reminisced of what the 
atmosphere in the town was like 
during the decade following the initial 
sit-in. Michael Foushee, a Chapel Hill 
native who now lives in Durham, said 
he was 6 years old during the protests 
and was part of the Civil Rights 
Movement growing up.

“I was around people that were 
in the political arena,” Foushee said. 
“Therefore I listened, and people 
gathered around and had speeches, 
talked about strategies and things of 
that nature. It was just exciting being 
a part of the event.”

Clayton Weaver, a Chapel Hill 
native who was 11 years old during 

the protests, said he remembered how 
the African American community 
in Chapel Hill would frequently 
patronize the drugstore and how the 
owner would interact with them.

“He would bring medicine to my 
home, on his way home,” Weaver 
said. “People from church would 
come in on Sunday and get your 
soda and ice cream. But he wouldn’t 
let us sit down.”

Weaver said he remembers after the 
Chapel Hill Nine were removed from 
the store, the owner would lock the 
door and protesters would continue to 
sit outside the store. He said protestors 
met at St. Joseph’s Church and decided 
who would march down Franklin 
Street and who would sit-in. 

Williams said he felt the marker 
was outstanding.

“A personal conviction, right or 
wrong, there is a way to handle 
it,” Williams said. “It’s a part of a 
person’s development. You’ve got to 
stand up for what you believe in, and 
respect what other people believe.” 

@brittmcgee21
city@dailytarheel.com

DTH/BRITTANY MCGEE
Durham artist Stephen Hayes designed the marker commemorating the Chapel 
Hill Nine, which features headlines and images created following the 1960 sit-in. 

By Sasha Schroeder
Staff Writer

When sophomore Hanna Berg 
gave a speech in early February at a 
Dialectic and Philanthropic Societies 
meeting about the initiation rituals 
of the Order of Gimghoul, she 
figured it may cause a stir. 

But she didn’t expect what would 
come next.

“I got a letter under my door that 
told me to stop looking,” Berg said.

Inside the letter, sealed with red 
wax, there was one neatly-printed 
sentence: “LOOK NO FURTHER.”

The public policy major heard a 
rumor that strange things happen to 
people who pull documents from the 
Order’s archives, which is precisely 
why she decided to dig into the 
Wilson Library Special Collections, 
where she discovered the rituals.

According to a Wilson Library

On Feb. 12,  Hanna Berg posted scanned pages from the 
secret society ‘s initiation rituals to a Facebook group.   

SEE GIMGHOUL, PAGE 6

DTH/M
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SCAN TO VIEW OUR 2020 
ELECTIONS COVERAGE

PRIMARY 2020

• Polls are open from 
6:30 a.m. until 7:30 p.m.

• On-campus residents 
must vote at the Sonja 
Hayes Stone Center.

• Off-campus residents 
can visit the State Board 
of Elections website to 
find their polling place.

• Voter ID is not 
required to vote.

• If your registration is 
incorrect or you are told 
that you cannot vote, 
you may request to cast 
a provisional ballot.

• If you run into 
problems while voting, 
email us tips at 
city@dailytarheel.com

Time may change me, but I can’t trace time.
DAVID BOWIE
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By Hannah Lang 
Assistant University Editor

2020 was supposed to be the year 
UNC stopped burning coal for good.

That’s what former chancellor 
Holden Thorp promised in 2010 
before the plan was abandoned 
four years ago. The University’s 
Cogeneration Facility still burns 
coal regularly, and nearby residents 
are used to its blinking red light and 
white smoke on the western end of 
Cameron Avenue. 

A recent lawsuit brought against 
UNC says the plant is burning too 
much coal at a time and the University 
is failing to properly monitor pollution 
control systems. The lawsuit claimed 
this could pose risks to parts of Chapel 
Hill, Carrboro and UNC’s campus. 

“When we found out that UNC was 
the last institution of higher learning 
in the state of North Carolina that still 
operates a coal-fired power plant, it 
was just very obvious that someone 
needed to pick the torch back up and 
bring the focus back (to coal use at 
the University),” said Perrin de Jong, 
North Carolina staff attorney with the 
Center for Biological Diversity, which 
filed the suit against the University 
with the Sierra Club. 

UNC has refuted the allegations. 
In a letter addressed to de Jong 
and provided by the University, 
Vice Chancellor for Finance and 
Operations Jonathan Pruitt stated 
he strongly disagreed that multiple 
violations had taken place. 

“There have been a few, isolated 
ins tances  o f  record-keeping 
discrepancies and other minor 
errors that have been reported as 
appropriate,” Pruitt wrote.

The Center for Biological Diversity 
began looking into UNC’s use of coal 
two years ago. A 2018 analysis by the 
Center found that the coal plant’s 
permit allowed it to emit four to six 
times the limits of nitrogen oxide and 
sulfur dioxide pollution permitted 
under the Clean Air Act.

“We all think of UNC-Chapel Hill 
as a leader in this state,” de Jong said. 
“... It’s very disappointing to see UNC 
lagging so far behind everyone else in 
this state and just stubbornly clinging 
to this old, 19th-century dirty fuel.”

Sophomore Gabriela Duncan works 
with the North Carolina Reinvest 

By Maeve Sheehey 
University Editor

The North Carolina Sons of 
Confederate Veterans received 
$74,999 in a settlement with the 
Board of Governors less than a week 
before the $2.5 million Silent Sam 
agreement was announced, according 
to public records released Monday. 

T h e  $ 7 4 , 9 9 9  s e t t l e m e n t 
agreement was signed on Nov. 21 and 
enumerated that the SCV’s activities 
on UNC System campuses would be 
limited, given that a consent order 
was approved. That consent order, 
which gave the SCV possession of the 

monument and a $2.5 million trust 
for its preservation, was approved on 
Nov. 27. 

The SCV agreed not to display 
Confederate flags, banners or signs at 
events on property controlled by the 
System. It also agreed to comply with 
UNC System policies and procedures 
regarding group events for five years. 

If the consent order was not 
approved, the SCV agreed that 
it would not hold events on any 
campuses for five years in exchange 
for the $74,999 payment.  

This additional settlement was 
disclosed in an editorial from five 
BOG members, published in the 
Raleigh News & Observer on Monday 
morning. The editorial was written by 
Jim Holmes, Darrell Allison, Wendy 
Murphy, Anna Nelson and Bob Rucho 
and was entitled “We created a trust 

to pay a Confederate group to take 
Silent Sam. It was the best solution.” 

“We were given the responsibility to 
resolve a deeply divisive and personal 
issue,” the editorial said. “While we 
have heard from citizens from across 
this state who have expressed their 
gratitude for our efforts of finding 
a solution to this issue, we also 
acknowledge that others strongly 
disagree with the Board’s decision to 
approve a settlement. Compromise 
was a necessity.” 

On Monday afternoon, the UNC 
System released several documents 
from public records requests about 
the SCV settlement. Among other 
things, the documents showed that 
the UNC System signed the $74,999 
settlement with the SCV before 
the agreement to give the group 
possession of Silent Sam occurred. 

T. Greg Doucette, a criminal 
defense attorney, said he thought 
the timing of the BOG editorial was 
suspect. He said the members who 
wrote the editorial likely knew the 
“document dump” later on Monday 
would disclose the Nov. 21 settlement. 

T h e  p a y m e n t  a m o u n t  o f 
$ 74 , 9 9 9  m e a n t  t h a t  N o r t h 
Carolina Attorney General Josh 
Stein was not required to review 
the settlement, as he would be for 
agreements of more than $75,000. 
Stein’s office has previously called 
the $2.5 million settlement an 
excessive amount of money.  

“Because it was under $75,000, 
that agreement was not presented 
to our office,”  Laura Brewer, 
communications director for the 
Attorney General, said in a Monday 
statement responding to the Nov. 21 

settlement. “Attorney General Stein 
continues to believe that money 
should instead be used to strengthen 
the University and support students.”

According to the public records 
released by the UNC System, 
Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz 
received a letter from interim 
UNC System President Bill Roper 
on Nov. 26 informing him of the 
$74,999 agreement and the next 
day’s meeting to settle legislation 
from the SCV. 

Roper directed Guskiewicz 
to arrange for the transfer of 
$2,574,999 in non-state funds to 
the UNC System Office, to ensure 
that funds would be available if the 
litigation was settled.

@maevesheehey
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By Sonia Rao
Assistant City & State Editor

On Friday, Al’s Burger Shack, a 
favorite burger joint for UNC students 
located on West Franklin Street, filed 
for bankruptcy protection. 

The restaurant, which came to 
Chapel Hill in 2013, was named one of 
the South’s best burgers by Garden & 
Gun and one of the Top Five Burgers of 
all time by Burger Truth. TripAdvisor 
also named Al’s Burger Shack the best 
burger in America in 2018.

In addition to the Franklin Street 
location, Al’s has two other branches 
also located in Chapel Hill. 

“While sales are strong at our three 
locations, we overextended during 
expansion and need protection and 
relief while we reorganize,” Al’s Burger 
Shack said in a statement over email. 

JP Cournoyer, legal counsel 
for Al’s Burger Shack, said in a 
statement that Al ’s filed for a 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy due to 
obtaining high-interest loans as 
part of expanding the business and 
opening two new locations. 

Former UNC student Meredith 
Branch expressed her disappointment 
in the business claiming bankruptcy. 

“ When you hear  the  word 
‘burger’ in Chapel Hill, there’s only 
one place that comes to mind,” she 
said. “If they were to close down, it 
would be devastating. Chapel Hill 
would be missing one of its staples.”

Cournoyer said the chances of Al’s 
closing for good are slim. 

“I feel confident in our ability to 
successfully reorganize and that Al’s 
Burger Shack will be around for years 
to come,” he said. 

Al ’s  seconded Cournoyer ’s 
statement, saying that they do not 
have plans to close in the near future. 

“As grateful as we were to 
have received accolades in recent 
years, we are even more so to have 
been afforded this opportunity to 
regroup,” the business said. “Rest 
assured we have absolutely no plans 
to stop slinging burgers and hope to 
see you at Al’s soon.”

@sonjarao
city@dailytarheel.com

Coalition, a group of students who 
advocate for the divestment of 
university endowment funds from 
fossil fuel-related investments. 

Duncan said it’s frustrating that 
UNC is still burning coal just a few 
blocks from campus.

The Cameron Avenue facility is 
located close to a number of off-
campus rental properties, many 
occupied by UNC students.

Kayla Woodley, a sophomore 
exercise and sports science major, 
was diagnosed with exercise-induced 
asthma in middle school. Her 
symptoms were always relatively 
stable, she said, until she moved to 
South Merritt Mill Road this year. 

Now, she said her symptoms 
have worsened and she’s started a 
new medication. Woodley said she 
didn’t think the worsened symptoms 
might be linked to the plant until she 
participated in an asthma study.

De Jong said he and the Center 
for Biological Diversity have been in 
touch with multiple individuals who 
have reported negative respiratory 
health while living in or after 
moving to Chapel Hill. 

“Correlation is not the same as 
causation, and it’s very difficult to 
prove causation in a situation like 

that,” de Jong said. “But I’ve received 
many anecdotes.”

The plant is also located directly 
next to Pine Knolls, a historically 
B l a c k  c o m m u n i ty  t h a t  w a s 
previously home to University-
sponsored housing for janitorial 
staff and one of Chapel Hill ’s 
segregated high schools. 

“There’s a real environmental 
justice issue here,” de Jong said,  

In a nine-page letter to de Jong 
dated Nov. 15, Vice Chancellor Pruitt 
said the operation of the cogeneration 
plant is critical to the operation of the 
University and UNC Hospitals. 

Over the last 20 years, the University 
has cut coal use in half, Pruitt wrote.

De Jong said he thought Pruitt’s 
letter suggested that University records 
exist proving that the plant is operating 
in compliance with regulations. But 
the Center for Biological Diversity 
requested those records, he said, some 
of them multiple times, and never 
received them. 

Several months ago, Elizabeth 
O’Nan invited a few people over 
to sit in her living room and talk 
about coal. That informal meeting 
became the Chapel Hill Organization 
for Clean Energy, a local chapter 
of the Blue Ridge Environmental 

Defense League. The group hosts a 
weekly demonstration in front of the 
Cameron Avenue plant on Fridays.

O’Nan said she has long been 
disillusioned with UNC’s promises 
to switch to safer and more 
sustainable sources of energy. But if 
the allegations in the lawsuit were to 
be proven true, she said, it would be 
“outrageous.” 

After UNC conceded that it would 
not reach the goal of going coal-free 
by 2020, the University shifted its 
focus to becoming greenhouse-gas 
neutral by 2050, meaning a net 
zero carbon footprint by eliminating 
carbon dioxide emissions completely 
— or by balancing emissions with 
carbon removal. But de Jong said 
2050 could be too late.

“It is completely irrelevant to the 
survival of this planet, the survival 
of this species, and the survival of 
every single species on the brink 
of extinction, whether or not UNC 
is carbon neutral in 2050 — when 
we have to completely turn the 
carbon curve upside down in the 
next handful of years to make a 
difference for the survival of the 
planet,” he said.

university@dailytarheel.com
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A lawsuit alleges the UNC Cogeneration Facility burns excessive coal and fails to monitor pollution control systems. 

Why the Sons of Confederate Veterans got paid before Silent Sam settlement

Al’s Burger 
Shack 

files for 
bankruptcy

Lawsuit says UNC coal plant may pose risks

The SCV received $74,999 in 
a settlement agreement on 

Nov. 21, 2019.

The University planned to be 
coal-free but use of coal still 

concerns the community.

Our whole goal is really to create a culture of accountability.
ANDREA PINO
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By Anna Neil & Maddie Ellis
University Desk Assistant Editor & 

University Desk Editor

According to records the University 
released on Thursday, 15 students 
have been found in violation of UNC’s 
sexual assault policy since 2007.

The North Carolina Supreme Court 
ordered the release of these records on 
May 1, following a four-year lawsuit.

Individuals found responsible 
of sexual assault or sexual violence 
include former UNC basketball 
player Jalek Felton. 

The University produced 15 cases of 
sexual assault or sexual violence, sexual 
misconduct or deliberate touching of 
another’s sexual parts without consent, 
pursuant to the court order. 

“This is everything that the 
University identified, and that the 
court identified, as being responsive 
to the Supreme court’s opinion,” 
said Hugh Stevens, the lawyer 
representing DTH Media Corp. 

According to the 2019 Association 
of American Universities’ Campus 
Climate Survey on Sexual Assault 
and Misconduct, 35.3 percent of 
undergraduate female respondents 
reported experiencing sexual touching 
or penetration involving physical force 
(including attempted penetration), 
inability to consent or stop what was 
happening because the student was 

passed out, asleep or incapacitated 
due to drugs or alcohol, coercion or 
no voluntary agreement. 

45 percent of women in their fourth 
year or higher reported the same. 

Vice Chancellor of University 
Communications Joel  Curran 
commented about the release of 
the records in a statement via UNC 
Media Relations. 

“We have notified the parties 
involved in those cases and taken 
a responsible approach to these 
disclosures,” Curran stated.

In the records obtained by The 
Daily Tar Heel, there were:

• 10 cases of sexual assault or 
sexual violence

• Four cases of sexual misconduct
• One case of deliberate touching of 

another’s sexual parts without consent
Based on the records released 

earlier Thursday, sanctions for sexual 
assault or sexual violence range from 
expulsion from the UNC System, 
suspension or a set ban from the 
University’s campus. 

For sexual misconduct, sanctions 
range from definite suspension to 
indefinite suspension.

Curran said in the statement that 
the University will seek review from 
the U.S Supreme Court in the case.

Hugh Stevens said this petition, in 
the form of a writ of certiorari, is an 
order from a higher court to a lower 
court, extending the case for review. 

Since the records have already 
been released, an order like that 
from the Supreme Court could 
prevent this case from serving as a 

precedent that would be applicable 
to future records requests. 

“As a practical matter, it wouldn’t 
change anything now,” Stevens said. 
“But it would have huge ramifications 
for the future.”

What does this mean for UNC? 

“One of the big questions that we 
had going into the lawsuit was, ‘Is 
UNC holding anyone accountable?’ 
and I think the answer that we got 
yesterday was hardly anyone in 
all these years,” said former DTH 
Editor-In-Chief Jane Wester.

Wester, who was working for the 
DTH when the lawsuit was filed, said 
that since 2016, dialogue surrounding 
sexual assault has improved with the 
rise of the #MeToo movement.

“But in terms of transparency, it 
doesn’t seem like they’ve improved,” 
Wester said. 

Anna Pogarcic, the current DTH 
editor-in-chief, said she hopes the 
amount of records released will raise 
questions about the University and 
how it handles these instances.

“It’s no secret that sexual assault 
happens on this campus, but I think 
what is very secret is what happens 
after,” Pogarcic said.

Hugh Stevens, the lawyer who 
represents the DTH Media Corp in 
the lawsuit, said he thought about how 
long and hard the University fought to 
prevent even the limited information 
released from getting out.

“It’s an important, precedent-
setting outcome,” Stevens said. “And 

I hope it stands up for the future.”

Interpreting the data 

Michael Taffe, data editor for 
the DTH, gave insight on what can 
actually be concluded from the 
records released. 

The Clery Act requires that higher 
education institutions report certain 
qualifying crimes that occur on 
campus. Since 2007, there have been 
over 200 reported cases of sex offenses 
at UNC, according to Clery Act data. 

Curran stated that these 15 records 
represent individuals found responsible 
for “particular Title IX violations.”

“It is important to note that the 
University’s Title IX policy and 
process are mandated by the federal 
government and are separate and 
distinct from any criminal process,” 
Curran said in the statement. 

Taffe identified three major 
takeaways from the data.

“The first is that, obviously this is 
a lower number of people sanctioned 
in the last 13 years than we were 
expecting,” Taffe said. “The second 
thing I’d say is that these records 
also include the punishment for the 
15, and there wasn’t a whole lot of 
consistency in that,” Taffe said. 

Taffe  sa id  that ,  wi th  th is 
inconsistency, the question of how 
the University determines who gets 
what punishment is raised. 

“The third thing I think is the 
timeline of this,” Taffe said. “The 
original records request was in 2016. It 
took multiple appeals that UNC has put 

the DTH through to get these records. 
UNC has extended a lot of resources 
to prevent people from seeing their 
disciplinary practices for sexual assault.”

What’s next?

Pogarcic said the DTH wants to 
reach out to students so they can be 
included in this conversation because 
the policy and the records directly 
resulted from students’ actions and 
will affect their daily lives. 

“The Daily Tar Heel is not in the 
business of putting anyone in danger,” 
Pogarcic said. “I understand, especially 
as our staff, we’re just starting out the 
year and a lot of us are all really early 
in our journalism careers, but we all 
understand and respect the weight of 
this story, the history of this case and 
also the history of Title IX and sexual 
assault activism amongst students on 
UNC’s campus.”

The DTH is in possession of 
the names of perpetrators on the 
records, Pogarcic said. 

She said if the DTH chooses 
to name a perpetrator, they will 
have thought critically about why 
this person should be named and 
will have done the due diligence 
of reaching out to that person and 
anyone else involved.

“We are not in the business of 
harming survivors, we are not in the 
business of betraying any survivor’s 
trust and we take the decision to name 
people very seriously,” Pogarcic said.

university@dailytarheel.com
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UNC releases records after four-year suit
The University released 
sexual assault records 

— what happens next?

Fighting for University Accountability

Former Assistant Dean 
of Students Melinda 

Manning �led a federal 
complaint with four 

other students against 
UNC's handling of 

sexual assault claims.

JANUARY 2013
UNC was one of 86 
universities under 

investigation for sexual 
violence, sparking 
demonstrations on 

campus.

OCTOBER 2014
The DTH �led a lawsuit 

against UNC for access to 
public records regarding 
sexual assault cases on 

campus after UNC failed 
to meet a records-request 

deadline.

NOVEMBER 2016
After a �ve-year federal 
investigation, the U.S. 

Department of 
Education’s O�ce for 
Civil Rights found the 

University in violation of 
Title IX.

MAY 2018
The N.C. Supreme Court 

ruled in favor of the 
DTH Media Corporation, 

requiring UNC to 
release the records of 

sexual assault 
perpetrators.

MAY 2020
UNC faced �nes after 

the U.S. Department of 
Education concluded 

that UNC violated 
campus safety laws for 
years to an extent that 

can’t be fully measured.

NOVEMBER 2019
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JANUARY 2022

FEBRUARY 2022

MARCH 2022

Spring Welcome Back
Wednesday, January 12
DEADLINE: Friday, January 7

Spring Housing Guide
Wednesday, January 26
DEADLINE: Friday, January 21

UNC-Duke Rivalry 
Edition
February 2022
DATE TBD

Tournament Preview
Wednesday, March 9
DEADLINE: Friday, March 4

Carolina’s Finest
Wednesday, April 20
DEADLINE: Friday, April 15

Last Day of Class
Wednesday, April 27
DEADLINE: Friday, April 22

Graduation Edition
Wednesday, May 4
DEADLINE: Friday, April 29

SPRING 2022

Welcome Back
Friday, August 13
DEADLINE: Friday, June 30

First Day Of Class
Wednesday, August 18
DEADLINE: Friday, August 13

Football Preview
Wednesday, September 1
DEADLINE: Friday, August 27

Housing Guide
Wednesday, September 15
DEADLINE: Friday, September 10

Family Weekend
Wednesday, September 29
DEADLINE: Friday, September 24

Homecoming
Wednesday, November 3
DEADLINE: Friday, October 29

Basketball Preview
Wednesday, November 10
DEADLINE: Friday, November 5

Year In Review / Last Day Of Class
Wednesday, December 1
DEADLINE: Wednesday, November 24 
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 MAY 2022

PUBLICATION DATES

SPECIAL EDITIONS

DIGITAL ADS AVAILABLE

WELCOME TO UNC
SPECIAL EDITIONS
Orientation Guide
Distributed at orientation to all 
new students throughout the 
summer. 
DEADLINE: Friday, April 29

Mail Home Edition
Mailed to all incoming students 
in the first week of July.
DEADLINE: Friday, June 10

Welcome Back Edition
The first edition in the boxes just 
in time for on-campus move-in.
Friday, August 12
DEADLINE: Friday, July 30

First Day of Class
August 2022
DATE TBD
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