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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Banghart aims to host NCAA tournament openers

DTH/JEROME IBRAHIM
UNC women’s basketball head coach Courtney Banghart offers junior guard 
Deja Kelly (25) a fist bump during the team’s second-round matchup against 
Clemson in the 2023 ACC Tournament in Greensboro, N.C.

At UNC’s ‘Live Action with Carolina Basketball’ 
event in October, North Carolina women’s basketball 
head coach Courtney Banghart donned a white 
quarter zip jacket to symbolize her goal for the season.

“We’re wearing white tonight because we’re gonna 
host the first two rounds (of the NCAA Tournament) 
at Carmichael,” she said.

The North Carolina women’s basketball team 
hasn’t hosted an NCAA Tournament game since 
2015. Banghart thinks it’s time to change that. 

In her mind, she doesn’t have to lobby to host the 
tournament — the numbers speak for themselves.

The argument for a Chapel Hill regional lies in 
UNC’s strength of schedule. Fourty-two percent of 
the Tar Heels’ opponents this season were ranked 
top-25 in the NET — the NCAA’s evaluation tool 

used to evaluate a team’s record 
and resume. 

UNC is ranked top 12 in the 
nation when i t  comes to  the 

average opponent NET ranking — 
higher than AP No. 1 South Carolina 
— and the Tar Heels are 6-7 against 
teams in the NET top-25. With the 
exception of the loss on the road 
at Indiana and the overtime loss to 
N.C. State, the rest were single-digit 
losses.

“I remember when I was at Princeton, 
I was always like, ‘Why aren’t we getting 
more (attention)?’ but my schedule 
was really different back then, right,” 
Banghart said following UNC’s 44-40 
loss to Duke in the ACC Tournament 

quarterfinals. “I was like, ‘Come on, we’re 28-4,’ and then 
I’d look at how many games I won in the top 25 and I was 
like, ‘Well, I guess it makes sense.’”

BY THE 
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COVID-19 LEGISLATION

Conspiracy theories surround UNC lab

DTH GRAPHIC/CARSON ELM-PICARD

A little over a year into the COVID-
19 pandemic, doctoral candidate 
Lily Adams received an email from 
someone claiming to be a student 
journalist at UNC Pembroke.

Adams, who had been researching 
COVID-19 vaccines at UNC-Chapel 
Hill alongside virologist Ralph Baric, 
said she was asked about biosafety, 

dual-use research, and federally-funded 
researchers affiliated with China.

“This is really weird. Did anyone 
else get this email?” she asked in a 
lab meeting.

Rachel Graham, an assistant 
professor of epidemiology who has 
been studying coronaviruses since 
just before the SARS outbreak of 

2003, is no stranger to probing 
emails. She advised Adams not to 
answer the request.

Adams could not confirm the 
identity of the person who emailed her.

“I got no resolution from it,” 
Adams said. “There’s no closure. I 
don’t know if this person really was 
a journalism student.”

Since the start of the pandemic, 
the Baric Lab has been the target 
of internet conspiracy theories, 
ranging from acc usat ions  of 
engineering SARS-CoV-2 — the 
virus that causes COVID-19 — to 
allegations of bioweaponry.

There is no evidence to support 
these claims. In 2021, the National 
Intelligence Council determined 
the virus “was not developed as 
a biological weapon” and most 
intelligence agencies assessed 
that COVID-19 was likely not 
genetically engineered.

“We’ ve  had death threats ,” 
Graham said. “And that’s something 
that you have to actually live with 
in your head.”

Lengthy blog entries and hundreds 
of social media posts dedicated to 
theories about Baric and the lab 
have flooded the internet. Larger 
sites like The Defender, which is tied 
to anti-vaccine nonprofit Children’s 
Health Defense, have also taken to 
criticizing Baric.

“It didn’t become stressful until 
the conspiracy theories got really 
bad,” Adams said.

Lab research

Baric’s research has aided in 
the development of the Moderna 
vaccine and an oral antiviral called 
molnupiravir, which was shown to 
reduce the risk of COVID-19-related 
hospitalization and deaths by 30 
percent in a 2021 trial.

But even the life-saving research 
has been used as fuel for conspiracies.

“@Baric_Lab made this virus. He 
also made the cure,” one Twitter user 
wrote on May 4.

Medical 
marijuana 
bill passes 
NC Senate  

On March 1 at 4:20 p.m., a time 
whose significance is not lost on 
marijuana users, the North Carolina 
Senate passed a bill legalizing the use 
of the substance for medical needs. 

Senate Bill 3, titled the “N.C. 
Compassionate Care Act,”  legalizes 
medical marijuana for patients with 
cancer, post-traumatic stress disorder, 
HIV/AIDS and other chronic illnesses.

The bill must be heard and passed 
by the state House before it will be 
signed into law or vetoed by Gov. 
Roy Cooper. On Monday, it passed 
its first reading in the N.C. House.

Although S.B. 3 passed 36 to 10 
with bipartisan support in the state 
Senate, its future is somewhat more 
uncertain in the state House. Last year, 
Senate Bill 711, also titled the “N.C. 
Compassionate Care Act,” passed in 
the N.C. Senate but died in the House.

According to this year’s bill, 
those with qualifying conditions or 
a designated caregiver will be able 
to purchase cannabis from licensed 
dispensaries with the use of an 
identification card. 

Baric Lab subject of 
speculation about 
coronavirus origin

By Lauren Fichten
Senior  Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Legalization depends 
on the state House 

passing the legislation 
By Bridget Bendezu

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

UNC head coach wants the regional 
played in Carmichael Arena

By Shelby Swanson
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

“When things happen that hurt people — and a virus 
that crosses the planet and kills a lot of people 

definitely hurts people — they want to have a reason.” 
Rachel Graham

Assistant professor of epidemiology
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The truth does not change according to our ability to stomach it.
FLANNERY O’CONNOR
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HEALTH & SAFETY

UNC removes asbestos in Mitchell

DTH/SAM VAVRA
A sign outside of a classroom gives a warning of asbestos in Mitchell Hall in 
early March. 

As the first public University in 
the nation, UNC faces challenges 
concerning the deterioration of 
buildings that have been standing 
for decades. 

Asbestos signs in Mitchell Hall 
have not only exposed this decay, 
but have also stirred concern 
among some students and faculty, 
who are  concerned with  the 
potential health risks.

Sarah Linville, a junior studying 
psychology, said she has class in 
Mitchell Hall every day for about 
an hour. When she saw a warning 
sign and a thin plastic sheet closing 
off an area she walks past daily, she 
was immediately concerned. 

“After the initial shock, I was kind 
of just like, ‘Why didn’t they tell us 
that?’” Linville said. “I was a little 
surprised and kind of disappointed 
that the University didn’t make 
any effort to communicate that to 
students because it just seems like 
something I would want to know.”

Asbestos is a general term used 
to describe a variety of naturally 
occurring minerals. However, most of 
what Linville knows about asbestos 
— like many non-experts — is that 
it can cause health issues, including 
lung cancer and mesothelioma. 

The signs in Mitchell include 
warnings about cancer and lung 
disease and express the need for 
protective clothing when entering 
the blocked-off area. 

According to the EHS website, 
29 UNC buildings, including nine 
residence halls, “require additional 
precautions” due to asbestos-
containing materials located on the 
walls or ceilings. 

The website  also says  that 
there could be more buildings 

with ceiling systems that contain 
asbestos — complete inspections 
of all of these buildings have not 
been performed.

A University spokesperson said 
the facilities are “safe to be in,” 
but asks that people in affected 
bui ldings   avoid scraping or 
damaging ceilings, walls or pipes 
and place a facility work order 
before hanging objects on walls.

According to a statement from 
the executive director of UNC 
Environment, Health and Safety, 
Cathy Brennan, flooring in Room 

008 of Mitchell Hall is being 
removed due to the presence of 
asbestos. The Facilities Services’ 
safety measures of cordoning off 
the room with plastic sheets and 
placing asbestos signs outside are 
in line with correct work practices, 
the statement said. 

Glenn Morrison is a professor 
i n  t h e  U N C  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Environmental  Sc iences  and 
E n g i n e e r i n g  i n  t h e  G i l l i n g s 
School of Global Public Health 
who studies indoor air pollution. 
He said before the long-term 

health risks of  asbestos were 
widely known, the material was 
used in construction because of 
its resistance to friction and heat. 

If  tampered with, however, 
asbestos can become an air pollutant 
that is easy to breathe in and can 
result in health issues, he said. 

“If you know that a place has old 
flooring that has asbestos in it, which 
used to be quite common, because 
people walk on it — you might have 
to test to make sure it’s not becoming 
airborne,” Morrison said. 

After lead was found in over 140 
drinking water fixtures on campus, 
Linville said she feels that students are 
now more weary with similar issues. 

When a picture of the asbestos 
sign in Mitchell was posted on the 
popular anonymous Instagram 
account @uncquirks, reactions 
varied from humor to concern.

Nonetheless, the University said 
that it remains committed to the 
health and safety of all members of 
the community. 

“One of UNC-Chapel Hill ’s 
top priorities is the wellness and 
safety of its students, faculty, staff 
and visitors. The University takes 
appropriate measures to keep 
asbestos-containing material 
( AC M )  f r o m  c r u m b l i n g  a n d 
releasing fibers into the air, and thus 
is not considered to be a health risk,” 
Brennan said in the statement. 

Additionally, the University 
provides  asbestos  awareness 
t r a i n i n g  t o  i n f o r m  a n y o n e 
interested in learning more.

In the future, Linville said she 
hopes that UNC will make strides 
to better communicate with the 
community about similar issues, 
rather than letting students discover 
these problems coincidentally. 

“ I  d e f i n i t e l y  t h i n k  f u l l 
transparency is important because I 
think if you want to have students’ 
trust in the University you have to 
be willing to communicate and let us 

Substance found in 
at least 29 University 

buildings 
By Annie Ham

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

“I think if you want to have students’ trust in the 
University, you have to be willing to communicate 

and let us know what’s going on.” 
Sarah Linville

UNC junior

Students express campus contaminant concerns

Twitter: @annie_truluck

Diversity in The Daily Tar Heel is 
an issue that still persists today and 
is apparent by the results of our 
third internal audit conducted in 
April of last year. 

The Data Desk has decided to pursue 
the topic of community representation 
in The Daily Tar Heel to address 
concerns about misrepresentation, 
distrust and a lack of diversity in our 
coverage and our staff. 

We aim to survey the greater 
Chapel Hill community to see to 
what extent these concerns hold true 
and gain valuable feedback on the 
shortcomings of our organization 
regarding diversity and inclusivity. 
Most importantly, we want to know 
what our community thinks about us.

Responses will be collected from 
March 6 to March 24. Afterwards, we 
will analyze our results and potentially 
create an article about our findings.

SCAN FOR THE SURVEY
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UNC Chalkaa is a competitive co-ed Indian-American dance team at UNC. Entering the competition season, the 
group recently won first place in two competitions. 

A collage of the cover of a Southern Exposure issue that won the 1990 National Magazine Award for Public Interest 
Journalism and a modern photo of individuals protesting the state’s poultry industry, the subject of the award-winning issue.

The team will compete 
on Saturday, looking to 

win a championship

The publication is 
produced by the Institute 

for Southern Studies

By Emi Maerz
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

By Ashley Quincin
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

When members of UNC Chalkaa 
stood on-stage during the awards 
ceremonies for their February 
competitions, they did not expect 
to hear their names called.

However, they placed first at 

“We were not journalists as much 
as we were activists.” 

These are the words of Bob 
Hall, founding editor of Southern 
Exposure as he remembered his role 
at the magazine.

The award-winning publication, 
produced by the Institute for 
Southern Studies, will celebrate its 
50th print anniversary this Saturday 
at Wilson Library. The event is in 
collaboration with UNC’s Southern 
Historical Collection,  North Carolina 
Collection and Center for the Study of 
the American South. 

“This honors the beginning of 
the magazine, but really, it honors 
this moment in North Carolina 
organizing. And also the print culture 
of the movement, the importance 
of independent journalism, the 
importance of arts and culture, the 
importance of documenting sort of 
Southern legacies,” Biff Hollingsworth, 
collecting and public programming 
archivist at Wilson Library’s Southern 
Historical Collection, said. 

The first part of the event will 
be private for veteran editors and 
contributors of the magazine to reunite 
and remember their work. Then, there 
will be a public panel discussion.

In the five decades since its founding 
in 1973, the magazine has tackled 
various long-term projects in the South 
that required extensive investigation. 

both competitions. 
“(The competitions), frankly, 

went amazing. Quite literally, I feel 
like my dreams are coming true,” 
Meghana Sankaran, a senior and 
second-year co-captain of Chalkaa, 
said about the results.

Chalkaa is UNC’s nationally 
competitive Indian-American Fusion 
dance team. Its members perform 
styles varying from Indian classical 
dance to hip-hop.

In February, Chalkaa competed in 
two of the three events it plans to attend 
this year. The third competition will 

“It had its one foot in the past and 
one foot looking towards Southern 
futures,” Hollingsworth said.

At the time Southern Exposure was 
founded, Hall said that many “liberal” 
newspapers in the South supported 
the Vietnam War and opposed Black 
Power. Southern Exposure aimed to 
create an “agitational and innovative” 
project with a lasting impact.

Along with pioneering research 
on corporate power, discriminatory 
practices  and environmental 
protection, the magazine was among 
the first to publish in-depth oral 
histories from the Great Depression 
era. These oral histories focus on 
the stories of the past and how they 
shaped the current culture. 

Southern Exposure was also 
involved with a 1970s campaign 
that worked against the textile 
corporation J.P. Stevens — archives 
editor of “Southern Exposure,” Olivia 
Paschal, said. 

Leah Wise, one of Southern 
Exposure’s original editors, was the 
fourth executive director for the 
community action group Southerners 
for Economic Justice. This group 
worked to pledge support to textile 
mill workers and other organizations 
in lobbying for stricter federal cotton 
dust standards. 

In 1973, Southern Exposure 
covered the Brookside Mine strikes 
against Duke Power in Harlan County, 
Kentucky. The coverage focused on 
stories of mine workers, along with 
their families. Chip Hughes, editor of 
Southern Exposure at the time, even 
slept in a tent during the strike. 

The magazine’s summer 1989 
issue investigated the South’s poultry 
industry. Paschal said it was one of the 

take place this Saturday. Each of these 
competitions is organized by the Desi 
Dance Network, a national South Asian 
collegiate dance competition circuit. 

“It’s just so interesting and cool 
to meet such diverse people from 
across the country every time I go 
to one of these competitions,” Sreya 
Boggarapu, a junior and Chalkaa’s 
production manager, said. 

The end goal of every competition 
season is to place high enough to 
qualify for the DDN’s Legends – a 
final championship for Bollywood 
fusion dance in April. 

first attempts by the media to consider 
the poultry industry as a corporate 
and exploitative agribusiness, as the 
magazine looked into the industry’s role 
in shaping the Southern economy and 
treatment of workers.

The issue won a  National 
Magazine Award for public interest 
journalism in the following year. The 
magazine has also been awarded two 
George Polk Awards for regional 
and magazine reporting in 1978 and 
2003, respectively.

This award-winning coverage is 
an example of the digitized archives 

Chalkaa placed second at Legends in 
2019, but the team has not experienced 
similar success until this year. Sankaran 
said she believes that last year’s season 
went “particularly bad.”

At the start of the 2021-2022 season, 
previous team captains had graduated, 
and most of the dancers were new and 
lacked experience with the demands of 
the competition circuit, she said.

“COVID really tore people 
apart and made it really hard to 
communicate and dance together — 
feel connected to each other,” Pallavi 
Maladkar, a junior and second-year 
Chalkaa co-captain, said.

Maladkar said it was consistent 
“trial and error” last year for her and 
her fellow first-year co-captains.  

The team began preparing for this 
season before the school year even 
started, which included curating the 
set that is performed at each of their 
competitions. This set consists of 
multiple dance segments that come 
together to tell a story.

This year’s captains planned the 
theme — Pirates of the Caribbean 
— first, and then thought about the 
segments they needed to tell the story, 
the styles of dance they wanted to 
feature and stage formations. Specific 
choreography comes last in the 
planning process, Aditi Jain, a senior 
and co-captain of Chalkaa, said.

And this year’s story has been met 
with positive remarks. 

“Some of the judge’s feedback 
that we got from the previous two 
competitions was that whatever 
Chalkaa has found has kind of been 
the formula to creating the perfect 
set,” she said.

The team’s success has been borne 
out of its seven hours of practice 

of Southern Exposure that will be 
displayed at the event. Additionally, 
about 150 boxes of reporting records, 
research and communication will be 
available to be viewed. 

Some of the magazine’s founding 
members include Hall, Wise and 
Sue Thrasher, co-founder of the ISS. 
Among others, Founding Director 
of UNC’s Southern Oral History 
Program Jacquelyn Dowd Hall was 
also a contributor.

Event attendees will include current 
activists, researchers and journalists 
whose work is deeply ingrained in the 

Twitter: @emimaerz

each week in the fall and nine hours 
or more in the spring. Jain said 
sometimes during the season, she 
might spend more time with her 
teammates than with her family 
members or roommates.

She said the team is like her rock and 
that every time she doesn’t feel good, 
attending practice with her teammates 
instantaneously lifts her mood.

“It’s just a group of people that really 
love each other and really love this set, 
and I haven’t found that anywhere else 
to this extent at UNC,” she said.

Sankaran said Chalkaa has been 
“the most important experience” of 
her college career.

“It’s a source of a community for 
me and a group of people that have 
always encouraged positivity, and 
support, and inclusivity, and learning, 
and growth, and a lot of other really 
important values,” she said.

Besides competitions, the team 
performs volunteer events at the 
University and in the community. 
They also do paid gigs such as 
weddings and anniversary parties 
throughout the Triangle area. 

These events and other fundraisers 
throughout the year supplement 
the funding they receive from UNC 
Student Government that helps 
them pay for travel, competition fees, 
sets and costumes. 

“The reason I love to dance and 
perform is I love seeing the smile I 
can put on people’s faces,” Maladkar 
said. “Especially at gigs, it’s really 
nice to see people getting pumped 
and energized just by watching us 
dance, because that’s the effect I 
want to have on people.”

South, Ben Barber, democracy program 
coordinator at the ISS, said.

“Social change in history has not 
come from the top down, it has 
always come from the bottom up,” he 
said. “I think that is one of the main 
things that Southern Exposure has 
tried to show us within their writing, 
within their research and within 
their advocacy.”

The 50th-anniversary event will 
begin March 11 at 1 p.m. in Wilson 
Library and will be available on Zoom.

Twitter: @ashnqm
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UNC Chalkaa continues successful season

Southern Exposure to celebrate 50th anniversary
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UNC Law group seeks sustainable solutions
The Environmental Law 
Project unites students 

towards ecological justice
By Akash Bhowmik

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dailytarheel

Researchers face negative attention on social media
Continued from Page 1

Twitter: @laurennfich
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At the UNC School of Law, the 
Environmental Law Project is 
a space for students to not only 
explore but also collaborate in 
environmental law fields. 

Rachel  Coutinho,  treasurer 
of the ELP, said that the project 
aims to perform three tasks: 
provide a social platform for law 
students, offer community service 
opportunities and mentor others 
involved with environmental law. 

“The core of what we do is giving 
people the knowledge of what this 
field looks like, giving them the 
resources they need to pursue it 
further,” she said. 

P r e s i d e n t  C a i t l i n  S a r p a l 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n 
offers  various activit ies  such 
as hosting guest speakers and 
finding environmental law job 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Fu r t h e r m o r e , 
the  ELP includes  a  research 
symposium, pro bono projects and 
a recycling program. 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  D i r e c t o r 
Chloe Picchio said that taking 
on pro bono projects, both for 
the ELP and for the law school, 
lets her make a real difference. 
Occ urr ing usual ly  under  the 
supervision of another attorney 
or professor, Picchio said that 
engaging in pro bono work allows 
students to work through any 
hesitations and potential issues 

which may come up during later 
legal work. 

For Sarpal, environmental law is 
something that affects every single 
part of a person’s day, including 
in areas such as food safety, air 
quality and public transportation. 

“I think there’s so many different 
areas of the legal world and all 
of them are important for their 
own sake,” she said. “I do think 
environmental law, in particular, 
really affects people’s day-to-day 
lives, maybe more than we realize.”

While Coutinho said that many 
people believe environmental 

law focuses on just ‘going green,’ 
she believes it  is  much more. 
Essentially, she said, environmental 
law he lps  f ind  compromises 
b e t w e e n  i n d u s t r i a l i s m  a n d 
environmentalism. 

“It’s about finding solutions, 
t o  b r i d g e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e 
acknowledge that we still need to 
have corporations creating value 
for society,” she said. 

O n e  o f  E L P ’s  m a i n  g o a l s 
this semester is to help current 
e nv i r o n m e n t a l  l aw  s t u d e n t s 
find research and internship 
opportunities. 

Sarpal said that the formerly-
h e l d  r e s e a r c h  s y m p o s i u m 
gave students an opportunity 
t o  w o r k  w i t h  p r o f e s s o r s ,  t o 
engage in research and to have 
upperclassmen guide younger 
students through the process of 
conducting and writing research.

She added that along with the 
symposium, ELP also has a history 
of aiding in the writing process 
for student papers. First-year law 
students, colloquially known as 
1Ls, often sign up to write a paper 
under the mentorship of ELP 
advisors or other professors.

There are several environmental 
law advisory professors who are 
involved with ELP. Coutinho said 
that, after the West Virginia v. EPA 
ruling in 2022, the law school held 
a professors’ debate among law 
firms and ELP’s environmental 
law professor advisors. Through 
opportunities like these, Coutinho 
said that students were able to 
expand their mindset. 

“We had students who were kind 
of on both sides trying to learn 
but also had their own opinions 
and had their own stakes in the 
matter,” she said. 

The ELP has  been making 
i m p r o v e m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g 
conser vat ion e ffor ts  as  wel l , 
specifical ly  through the ELP 
Recycling Program. While items 
may not be recycled correctly, 
members of the program have 
been sorting through trash at 
the School of Law to relieve the 
burden from staff. 

“While it may not necessarily 
change the  direct ion of  how 
microplastics are popping up 
everywhere, it gives me peace of 
mind that at least I’m doing my 
part. And maybe if others see 
us doing that, then they’ ll enact 
that in their own personal lives,” 
Picchio said.

Looking forward, the ELP plans 
to increase accessibility to the 
organization. Coutinho said the 
group is reaching out to potential 
members to raise awareness about 
their cause. 

DTH FILE/CAROLINE BITTENBENDER
A mask lies in a puddle in front of the Student Stores Building on Jan. 9, 
2022.

While threats aimed at the Baric 
Lab have become a frequent and 
consistent presence on social media, the 
implications of conspiracies and social 
media discourse are not necessarily 
confined to the internet.

Adams said an individual showed 
up at the building of the Baric Lab in 
fall 2021. They wanted to talk about 
COVID-19.

“The person was clearly agitated, 
clearly looking for the Baric Lab and 
was escorted out by the security guard,” 
Adams said, noting that it wasn’t clear 
what the person’s intentions were. 

A number of security protocols have 
since been adopted.

Adams said there is now a 
permanent security guard, the doors of 
the lab remain locked and work phone 
numbers and lab locations have been 
removed from the public directory. 
She said lab workers now have code 
words to alert security in case someone 
threatening shows up at the lab.

“I never thought that I would 
be a part of something that fueled 
conspiracy theories,” Adams said.

Conspiracy origins

In 2015, Baric collaborated on a 
study with virologist Shi Zhengli of the 
Wuhan Institute of Virology (WIV) 
in China. Their research found that a 
SARS-like virus in bat populations had 
the potential to spread to humans.

At the start of the pandemic, theories 
emerged that Baric had collaborated 
with WIV to create a “supervirus.”

T h e  e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  s t u d y 
added a note in March 2020 
acknowledging the theory and 
saying it had no basis.

In late February,  the U.S. 
Department of Energy concluded with 
“low confidence” that the COVID-19 
pandemic was “likely” caused by a lab 
leak in Wuhan, where cases were first 
reported in December 2019. In 2021, 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

came to the same conclusion with 
“moderate confidence.”

A low confidence level indicates 
that information used in the analysis 
is “scant, questionable, fragmented, or 
that solid analytical conclusions cannot 
be inferred from the information, or 
that the intelligence community has 
significant concerns or problems with 
information sources,” according to the 
federal government.

In July, a group of scientists 
published a paper in Science 
Journal concluding that the origins 
of the pandemic can be traced back 
to a seafood market in Wuhan and 
that the virus likely spread from a 
wild animal to a human.

Regardless, the recent DOE 
finding has been used by some to 
exacerbate existing conspiracies 
about the Baric Lab and has given 
rise to a wave of new ones.

“Every time there’s an article about 
the origins of COVID, it is paired almost 
instantly with a barrage of Twitter 
mentions of our lab to try to link to the 
lab leak theory again,” Adams said.

On Feb. 26, a Twitter user took to 
the platform to share their COVID-19 
conspiracy theory.

“Fauci’s buddy Dr. Ralph Baric 
created COVID in UNC-Chapel Hill 
and US taxpayers paid to transfer 
his work to the Wuhan Lab after the 
NIH put a pause on gain-of-function 
research in the US in 2014 (the NIH 
lifted the pause in 2017),” they wrote.

In May 2021, Baric said in a 
statement that his studies on bat 
coronaviruses and transmission 
potential do not qualify as gain-
of-function research.

The statement also says that 
independent studies have confirmed 
that none of the viruses studied at UNC 
were related to SARS-Cov-2.

Gain-of-function research modifies 
a virus or organism to alter an existing 
property or introduce a new one. The 
method has been met with controversy 
in the field due to the risk of an 
accidental release of an enhanced virus. 

However, gain-of-function can help 
contribute to anti-pandemic efforts, as 
it provides scientists insight on how a 
virus may evolve.

“The Baric laboratory has never 
investigated strategies to create 
superviruses,” an excerpt from the 
statement reads.

Safety measures

While some social media posts about 
the lab focus on theories, others read 
more like threats.

A tweet posted on March 2 tagging 
the Baric Lab reads, “You and your 
maniacal flunkies caused the #murders 
of 1 million #Americans and 7 million 
people globally. A reckoning is coming...
Enjoy your #freedom...While it lasts.”

Gra ha m att r i butes  on l i ne 
conspiracies to people’s desire to 
understand the origins of the pandemic.

“When things happen that hurt 
people — and a virus that crosses the 
planet and kills a lot of people definitely 
hurts people — they want to have a 
reason for why that happens,” she said.

Graham, who has been working 
with Baric since 2007, is also a 
member of the UNC Institutional 
Biosafety Committee, which oversees 
projects that may pose safety, health 
or environmental risks. Graham said  
all of the lab’s work is reported to IBC.

“One of the goals of responsible 
research is to make sure that it’s done 
in a way that’s transparent,” she said.

There are several engineering 
precautions in labs where human 
coronavirus research is conducted, 
Graham said.

Air flowing out of the lab is 
filtered, she said, and there is a multi-
step screening for lab personnel. 
Employees are also provided with 
personal protective equipment with 
air filters that prevent them from 
being exposed to live viruses.

Graham said that the Baric Lab’s 
human coronavirus work is conducted 
in a biosafety level three laboratory that 
has a high level of containment.

“Every time there’s an article about the origins 
of COVID, it is paired almost instantly with a 

barrage of Twitter mentions of our lab.” 
Lily Adams

Doctoral candidate who works at Baric Lab

“Our lab is really good about 
reporting and following protocol,” 
Adams said. “And that has come back 
to be used against us.”

Moving forward

Adams said that internet theories 
have impacted her social life — she has 
adopted a new level of guardedness 
when meeting people and said she 
stops herself from disclosing her 
profession “all the time.”

“I’ve definitely removed people 
from my life, just because I can’t 
reason with them,” Adams said.

Graham said she sometimes 
searches her name on Twitter to 
see if anything “really weird” is 
being said about her and that she 
finds direct quotes from her emails 

that have appeared in public 
records requests.

“I’m doing things honestly and 
appropriately. And if someone 
wants to skew that, that’s their deal,” 
Graham said. 

Baric did not respond for comment 
by the time of publication. 

He was a coauthor on a 2021 letter 
published in Science Journal calling for 
further investigation into the source of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“The origin of the virus that started 
this pandemic is worth discussing, 
it’s worth investigating,” Adams said. 
“But the conspiracy theories that have 
no foundation in science do nothing 
but cause harm and stress and 
damage to people like myself.”
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Pandemic EBT program 
will continue in 2022-23
Last week, the N.C. Department 

of Health and Human Services 
announced it will continue the 
Pandemic Electronic Benefits 
Transfer (P-EBT) program during 
the 2022-2023 school year.

The NCDHHS received approval 
to continue these benefits from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

The P-EBT program provides 
eligible children who rely on school-
served meals with food when they 
are absent from instruction due to 

Bethany Meighen named 
ACE Fellow for 2023-24

Bethany Meighen, the vice 
president for academic and student 
affairs of the UNC System, was named 
an American Council on Education 
Fellow for 2023-24.

BRIEFS 
COVID-19. Students in grades K-12 
and younger children in childcare 
are eligible.

The cards issued for this school 
year will be issued in March and 
covers food costs accrued from 
September 2022 to February 2023. 

— Emma Hall

The decision was made late 
last month and Meighen joins the 
program with over 35 other Fellows.

“It’s an honor to be selected as an ACE 
Fellow and I’m grateful for the support 
of President Hans and Dr. David 
English,” Meighen said. “I’m looking 
forward to learning from other System 
and University leaders and bringing this 
knowledge back to the UNC System.”

Currently, her role as a vice 
president focuses on communicating 
with the 17 System schools in matters 
related to admissions, financial aid, 
behavioral patterns and other policies 
regarding student affairs. 

As  a  fe l low,  Meighen wil l 
participate in interactive learning 
opportunities by visiting university 
campuses. She will eventually be 
placed at a higher-education institute 
to gain experience that she can bring 
back with her to the UNC System.  
                  — Liv Reilly

UNC sweeps Stony Brook in 
dominant fashion at home

The North Carolina baseball team 
swept Stony Brook in three games 
this wekeend.

Although the first game wasn’t 

decided until junior infielder Mac 
Horvath belted a walk-off home 
run in the 11th inning, the Tar Heels 
responded with convincing victories in 
the ensuing outings.

Junior right-hander Connor Bovair 
threw five strikeouts in six innings for 
the win on Saturday. 

Jackson Van De Brake’s pair of home 
runs, his fifth and sixth on the year, led 
a UNC lineup that scored 15 runs in 
Sunday’s win. 

Now boasting a 9-3 record, the Tar 
Heels will open ACC play this weekend 
against No. 11 Virginia.   

   — Hunter Nelson

STUDENT ORGANIZATION

ACADEMICS

AM_WISE supports underrepresented STEM students

DTH/ASHLEY SANTILLAN
Brittany Huffman, Allison Smith, Gabriella Bein and Ashley Zachmann, members of AM_WISE, are pictured outside 
of Caudill and Kenan Labs on Wednesday, March 1.

Michelle Lee, a second-year 
graduate student in the UNC 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P hy s i c s  a n d 
Astronomy, said that she has always 
noticed subtleties in the way women 
and minorities are treated in STEM.    

Although she said she has never 
experienced explicit discrimination, 
she wants to help change the culture of 
inclusivity in STEM at the University 
so that no one has to experience feeling 
isolated in their field.   

Allies for Minorities and Women in 
Science and Engineering — or AM_
WISE — is a group of UNC graduate 
students who serve as a support 
system for women and minorities in 
the sciences. Lee along with Supraja 
Chittari, a third-year graduate student 
in the Department of Chemistry, are 
co-presidents for the group.  

“AM_WISE is all about providing 
a platform and scaffolding for 
u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  s t u d e n t s , 
graduate students and undergrads 
alike,” Chittari said. 

A main way that the group 
is addressing inequalities at the 
University is by conducting a climate 
survey for the chemistry and physics 
departments every two years. The 
survey asks students questions 
regarding harassment, diversity and 
inclusion and other feedback about 
the environment of the departments, 

Brittany Huffman, a fifth-year graduate 
student in the chemistry department 
and officer in AM_WISE, said.

She said women and minorities 
within the field face greater barriers 
to success than white men.  

“So, quantifying how that affects 
our departments and giving the 
chemistry and physics departments 
that information on what their current 
student population is feeling, and 
specifically how we think that we could 
improve the graduate experience, is 
very powerful,” Huffman said.    

Chittari hopes the survey opens 
opportunities for communication 
for STEM students of minority 
backgrounds, which is a common 
challenge they face in higher 
education. She believes the survey has 
been successful because it is done by 
students, for students, giving them an 
opportunity to voice their opinions to 
their respective science departments. 

“Especially if you don’ t see 
anybody like you in the faculty, you 
don’t see anybody like you in the 
department, or the way that you’re 

reflected is only very few and far 
between, it’s hard to find support. 
And it’s hard to communicate your 
concerns effectively,” Chittari said.  

AM_WISE’s other main initiative 
is the peer-mentoring program 
known as  GrAM – Graduate 
Achievement through Mentorship. 
The program was created with 
feedback from the first climate survey 
and helps to ease the transition 
from undergraduate to graduate 
school for science students from 
underrepresented communities. 

Huffman said a lot of scientists 
who are first-generation or from 
underrepresented communities 
have a smaller network of people 
in science academia to help them 
navigate the system. 

The program groups incoming 
graduate students with older 
g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  t o  b u i l d 
professional skills and community.   

Lee learned a lot from her GrAM 
mentor about the “do’s and don’ts” 
of starting graduate school. 

“It’s hard to go out of your way to 
communicate with older graduate 
students – it can be intimidating as 
well,” Lee said. “So I appreciated that 
AM_WISE created an environment 
where that could just naturally happen.” 

Lee said that many graduate 
students, especially women and 
minorities,  are overlooked by 
professors and faculty members. 
Her goal in AM_WISE is to make 
sure graduate students are happy 
in the studies they are pursuing 
and that the science departments 
are held accountable.

AM_WISE’s board is made up 
primarily of women, Lee said. She 
called on people of other genders 
and identities to participate in the 
movement for supporting women 
and minorities in STEM. 

“Obviously we understand the 
burden of having these identities 
better than anyone else, but just 
because you don’ t have them, 
doesn’t mean you can’t be an ally,” 
Lee said. “I think it’d be great if 
we had some support from other 
genders and other people.”

Group aims to address 
discrimination against 
women, people of color

By Holly Adams
Staff Writer

univeristy@dailytarheel.com

UNC climate change program receives research grant

PHOTO COURTESY OF KENNEDY COX
The Galapagos Science Center on San Cristobal Island is pictured on April 3, 2018.

Four students will travel 
to Ecuador to study the 

environment this summer
By Liza Smith 

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

T h i s  s u m m e r,  f o u r  U N C 
undergraduate students will travel 
to Ecuador alongside Diego Riveros-
Iregui, a professor of geography 
and co-director of the Center for 
Galapagos Studies, to conduct 
climate research in the Páramo, a 
region of the Andes Mountains. 

“We want to understand how 
current environmental conditions — 
how current weather, how current 
changes in rainfall patterns — affect 
natural emissions of carbon dioxide 
and methane to the atmosphere,” 
Riveros-Iregui said. 

The fieldwork will take place over 
the course of approximately two 
months and will be performed in 
conjunction with Universidad San 
Francisco de Quito. USFQ has been 
a strategic partner of UNC since 
2006, and this project will allow 
students from the two universities 

to collaborate in a research setting.  
UNC and USFQ received a grant 

from the 100,000 Strong in the 
Americas Innovation Fund, covering all 
living and research expenses for those 
participating. This funding provides 
the opportunity for students who 
would otherwise be unable to afford 
the hands-on experience of its kind. 
Currently, the applications for this 
program are being processed.  

Krista Northup, the director of 
global partnerships for the Office of 
the Vice Provost for Global Affairs, 
said this grant focused on creating 
opportunities for student exchanges 
between partners in the United 
States and Latin America.

UNC’s Global Guarantee is the 
promise that global education is 
available to every student, which is 
why Northup and the team at UNC 
Global knew this grant was exactly the 
opportunity they were searching for. 

Northup said Riveros-Iregui 
has been interested in providing 
global research opportunities for 
underrepresented students.

The research conducted will focus 
on the carbon stocks found in the 
Páramo, attempting to understand 

how environmental conditions either 
enhance or reduce these fluxes. 

“Our work gets at quantifying the 
natural emissions of these fluxes 
under current conditions so we can 
have estimates of how rapidly these 
fluxes are taking place and begin to 
make predictions as to how those 
fluxes are going to continue to happen 
in the future,” Riveros-Iregui said.

H e  s a i d  t h a t  P á r a m o ’ s 
environment is unique because it 
is in the Andes Mountains, which 
means it has not only tropical 
elements such as heavy rainfall but 
also conditions related to its high 
elevation, such as low temperatures. 
He said the ability to study on-site in 
Ecuador provides the opportunity to 
study an environment only found in 
a few places worldwide. 

After completing the fieldwork 
in Ecuador, UNC students will 
re turn  to  campus  and  work 
o n  d at a  a n a l y s i s  w i t h  t h e i r 
Ecuadorian counterparts through a 
Collaborative Online International 
Learning (COIL) course. The data 
analysis will take place over the fall 
and spring semesters of the 2023-
2024 academic year. 

In the spring of 2024, the four 
Ecuadorian students will visit UNC 
for roughly six weeks. They, in 
tandem with the four UNC students, 
will present their research findings 
at the Celebration of Undergraduate 
Research, a research symposium 
hosted each spring by UNC. 

“I love it when I’m able to help 

a student get an undergraduate 
research experience that taps into 
their passion and helps give them 
direction for what they want to 
do in their life,” Bob Pleasants, 
associate director of the Office for 
Undergraduate Research, said.

Twitter: @dailytarheel

Twitter: @dailytarheel



consider ahead of Selection Sunday on 
March 12.

Here is your definitive guide to how 
the Tar Heels can make it back to the 
NCAA Tournament:

How the tournament field is selected

Sixty-eight teams make the 
tournament, 32 of which earn 
automatic bids by winning their 
respective conference tournaments. 
The remainder of the bracket is filled 
out with teams that earn at-large bids 
granted by the NCAA Division I men’s 
basketball committee.

The four lowest-seeded automatic 
qualifiers and the four lowest-seeded 
at-large teams play in the First Four, 
which are play-in games to make the 
full 64-team bracket. If the Tar Heels 
were to earn an at-large bid, they would 
likely be playing in one of these First 
Four games in Dayton, Ohio.

Explaining the NET

The NCAA Evaluation Tool (NET) 
has been used since the 2018-2019 
season as the committee’s primary 
metric for evaluating potential 
tournament teams.

The NET ranks teams based on the 
quality of their wins and losses, strength 
of schedule, scoring margin and net 
offensive and defensive efficiency.

NET rankings also help evaluate a 
team’s resume using the committee’s 
quadrant system. This is how the quality 
of wins and losses are determined, 
and it’s a major factor in determining 
at-large bids. The quadrant system 
breaks down as follows:

Quad 1: Describes home games 
against opponents ranked in the top 
30 of the NET, neutral-court games 
against opponents ranked in the top 
50 or away games against opponents 
ranked in the top 75.

Quad 2: Describes home games 
against opponents ranked 31-75, 
neutral-court games against opponents 
ranked 51-100 or away games against 
opponents ranked 76-135.

Quad 3: Describes home games 
against opponents ranked 76-160, 
neutral-court games against opponents 
ranked 101-200 or away games against 
opponents ranked 135-240.

Quad 4: Describes home games 
against opponents ranked 161-353, 
neutral-court games against opponents 
ranked 201-353 or away games against 
opponents ranked 241-353.

The quadrant system is dynamic, 
meaning that as NET rankings change, 
so can a team’s record in Quad One 
games. For example, North Carolina 
currently has a singular Quadrant One 
win against Virginia. However, if the 
Cavaliers – currently sitting at No. 30 
in the NET rankings – fall just one spot, 
it would once again leave the Tar Heels 
with a winless record in such contests.

Looking toward the ACC Tournament

North Carolina is ranked 49th in the 
NET as of March 6, and its most glaring 
deficiency is its lack of signature wins. 
On Saturday, the Tar Heels missed out 
on their latest opportunity to notch 
another Quad One win against NET 
No. 25 Duke at home.

Because of these factors, UNC’s hope 
of making it back to the Big Dance rests 
on the upcoming ACC Tournament, 
which will be held from Tuesday, 
March 7 through Saturday, March 11. 
Seventh-seeded UNC may have to win 
it all to earn an automatic bid, or at least 
make a deep run to have a chance at an 
at-large selection that would keep its 
postseason dreams alive.

Figuring out the math of NCAA 
Tournament selections can be a mind-
numbing process.

Gone are the days when 20 wins 
and a winning record in the ACC 
was essentially a free ticket to March 
Madness. With this middling North 
Carolina team likely on the outside 
looking in, there are far more factors to 

ACC TOURNAMENT PREVIEW

UNC faces tough but manageable path to bid

DTH FILE/ASHLYN RHYNE
UNC junior guard Caleb Love (2) dribbles the ball up the court during the men’s basketball game against Clemson 
on Saturday, Feb. 11, 2023, at the Dean E. Smith Center.

Tar Heels’ half of 
the bracket includes 
Virginia, Clemson

By Hunter Nelson
Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @hunternelson_1

SELECTION SUNDAY

How UNC can still make the NCAA Tournament

By Lucas Thomae
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

The Tar Heels need an 
impressive showing in 
the ACC Tournament 

Twitter: @lucasthomae

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER
UNC graduate forward Leaky Black (1) prepares for a free throw during a 
basketball game against N.C. State on Saturday, Jan. 21, 2023, in the Dean E. 
Smith Center. UNC won 80-69.

Players ‘looking to play basketball at the end of the day’  
Continued from Page 1

Twitter: @shelbymswanson
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Banghart said it changes a game 
if a few shots go a different way. 
But, in tough battles, she said the 
team looks healthy. 

Although the Tar Heels were one 
of the five teams that eliminated 
a host  last  season when they 
knocked off Arizona in Tucson, 
hosting a regional is a sure-fire bet 
to make it to the second weekend, 
as nearly 70 percent of top-four 
seeds made it out of their own 
regional in 2022. 

N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  c e r t a i n l y 
doesn’t need to host in order to be 
successful. But, considering the 
home-crowd boost it would give 
the team — and the 13-2 record 
the Tar Heels hold at home this 
season — it would certainly make 
advancing easier.

More than just success in this 
year ’s  tournament,  hosting a 
regional serves as validation of a 
team’s season. Considering UNC’s 
strength of schedule and relative 
success, it’s reasonable to want a 
pat on the back.

Outside of the scope of one 
season, teams that host a regional 
once tend to make a habit of 
hosting multiple times. In this 
sense, it serves as a seal of approval 
for the program. 

The last time UConn didn’ t 
host a regional was the 1992-1993 
season. The Gamecocks, who have 
been the top-drawing team in 
women’s college basketball since 
2015, have been regional hosts 
since 2013. 

While Banghart has lofty goals 
for the program, during this week-

long break, the Tar Heel players 
aren’t fretting over the location of 
their first two NCAA Tournament 
games. They’re just focused on 
doing all they can to win.

“I mean, I’m just looking to 
play basketball at the end of the 
day,” junior wing Kennedy Todd-
Williams said on Friday. “It doesn’t 
matter if I’m home, we play on the 
home court or are traveling.”

Likely needing to win four games in 
the ACC Tournament to secure a spot 
in the Big Dance, the North Carolina 
men’s basketball team has plenty of 
work to do in Greensboro this week.

Entering the tournament as the No. 
7 seed, North Carolina will open play 
on Wednesday and face the winner 
of Tuesday night’s Boston College-
Louisville matchup. From there, 
the team will face a challenging but 
manageable path to the title game on 
Saturday night.

Here is a look at some of the 
opponents the Tar Heels could be in 
line to face:

Louisville

Nearly everything went wrong for 
the Cardinals this season, who finished 
with a 4-27 record – their worst mark 
in the modern era.

The Cardinals held an eight-
point lead over the Tar Heels in 
the opening half of the first outing, 
but a double-double from Armando 
Bacot and 14 bench points from 
D’Marco Dunn helped North 
Carolina pull away with the win. 

Boston College

The Tar Heels held off the Eagles in 
a 72-64 win mid-January, but Boston 
College has built momentum since 
the pair’s previous matchup. Despite 
ending the regular season with a loss 
to Georgia Tech, the Eagles have shown 
resilience by defeating then-No. 6 
Virginia before picking up a quality 
road win at Wake Forest. 

One of Boston College’s biggest 
weaknesses is its 3-point defense, as 
they allow opponents to convert on 
36.8 percent of their triples. While 
UNC is the worst outside shooting 
team in the ACC, the Tar Heels could 
potentially generate some open looks 
to get in rhythm for the remainder of 
the weekend.

Virginia

If UNC wins the opening-round 
matchup, they will face the No. 
2-seeded Virginia Cavaliers in the 
quarterfinals on Thursday night.

A f t e r  m i s s i n g  t h e  N C A A 
Tournament last season, Virginia has 
rebounded this year with a 23-6 record 
to claim a share of the ACC regular 
season title. Although the team lacks a 
definitive star on the offensive end, the 
Cavaliers coupled their pesky defensive 
identity with a heavy emphasis on ball 
movement, as they rank second in the 
nation in assist percentage.

The Tar Heels faced the Cavaliers 
twice in the regular season, with the 

home team winning each outing. UNC 
graduate transfer forward Pete Nance 
missed the first matchup with a back 
injury, but he broke down Virginia’s 
pack line defense with 22 points to give 
the Tar Heels their only Quad One win 
of the season on Feb. 25.

Clemson

Fol lowing the  quarter final 
matchup, Clemson is the highest 

remaining seed on UNC’s side of 
the bracket. 

The Tigers have been a puzzling 
team to decipher this season. While 
they boast a respectable 22-9 record, 
they sit 61st in the NET rankings 
and are currently outside the NCAA 
Tournament picture.

After UNC trudged through a three-
game losing streak in early February, 
the Tar Heels responded with their 
most impressive performance of the 

season with a 91-71 win over the Tigers 
in Chapel Hill.

The Tigers have slowed down since 
their stint in the top 25, dropping five of 
their final nine games, but the team has 
still proven to be a formidable threat. 
As another team looking to sharpen its 
postseason resume, the matchup could 
be a difficult test for two sides hoping 
to sneak into the NCAA Tournament.  

DTH/JEROME IBRAHIM
The UNC team waves to the crowd after 
beating Clemson in the ACC Tournament in 
Greensboro, N.C., on Thursday, March 2.
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Lack of urgency plagues Tar Heels in loss

DTH/NATALIE PEOPLES
UNC junior guard Caleb Love (2) hides his face behind a towel during 
the men’s basketball game against Duke in the Dean E. Smith Center on 
Saturday, March 4. UNC fell to Duke 62-57.

DTH/KENNEDY COX
UNC graduate forward Leaky Black (1) drives toward the basket during 
the men’s basketball game against Duke at the Dean E. Smith Center on 
Saturday, March 4. UNC fell to Duke 62-57.

Sitting at the podium dejected 
after the team’s 62-57 loss to Duke – 
its 11th single-digit loss of the season 
and second to its Tobacco Road rival 
– head coach Hubert Davis was asked 
about his team’s mindset heading 
into this week’s ACC Tournament. 

Given the Tar Heels’ dismal 
19-12  record that  features  – 
count ‘em – one Quad One win, 
many players in the locker room 
expressed the belief that they 
likely need to win all four games 
to clinch an automatic berth to the 
NCAA Tournament. When asked 
about his thoughts, Davis provided 
a different type of response.

“I don’t know where they get that 
information,” Davis said. “I’m not a 
narrative guy, all I know is that on 
Wednesday we play the winner of 
Boston College and Louisville.”

On the surface, Davis’ thoughts 
seem optimistic. UNC technically 
controls its own postseason fate, 
and its ceiling seems to be as high 
as any team in the country.

But in reality, minutes after 
fa l l ing  to  a  Duke  team that 
recorded four assists and shot just 
under 38 percent from the floor, 
the message speaks volumes for 
a team whose lack of urgency is 
still a common factor in losses  — 
despite the fact that the season is 
on the brink of utter collapse.    

Junior guard RJ Davis said that, 
since the start of the season, UNC 

was aware of the expectations of 
being the No. 1 team.

“Just the noise that comes with 
it,” he said. “I think we deserved 
that based on the run we made 
last year but sometimes it puts 
too much pressure on yourself and 
you try to meet these expectations 
instead of going out there and 
playing freely.”

Like many games this season, 
UNC had its chances to win late. 
Despite shooting a season-low 
30.4 percent from the field, the Tar 
Heels trailed by just one point with 
50 seconds to play. But, despite 
needing a stop, junior guard Caleb 
Love allowed Duke’s Jeremy Roach 
to beat him off the dribble before 
finishing a scooping layup inside.

Moments later, when Duke’s 
Kyle Filipowski missed the front 
end of a one-and-one with 19 
seconds remaining, Love dribbled 
to the left wing and pulled up with 
a prayer that would have tied it. 

Standing just inches away from 
the spot, he drained a legacy-defining 
shot in last year’s Final Four, but this 
attempt never had much of a chance. 
It awkwardly careened off the back rim, 
then Duke secured the rebound and 
made a fast break layup to ice the game.

“It just came down to ‘Stop, 
score,  stop’  which is what we 
preach in practice, especially when 
it gets tight in games, and I think 
we just didn’t execute that very 
well,” RJ Davis said.

Saturday’s contest was almost 
a carbon copy of the previous 
matchup between the two teams, 
as the young Blue Devils showed 
more resiliency and hunger than the 
veteran Tar Heels in the late stages.

In both matchups, Duke closed 
the game on a 6-0 run and held 

UNC without a field goal in the last 
four minutes of play, highlighting 
the Tar Heels’ lack of cohesion in 
critical moments. Senior forward 
Armando Bacot,  reflecting in 
postgame interviews, said that Duke 
was the more disciplined team.

“They were just the tougher 
team in those situations,” he said. 
“Just locking in, getting those 
stops and not allowing second-
chance points.”

After weeks of preaching each 
game as a must-win affair and 
using weighted vests in practice 
to symbolize the heavy burden 
this team has had to carry, the 
message will ring most true at the 
ACC Tournament, which will likely 
be UNC’s only lifeline to salvaging 
a lost season. 

Despite Hubert Davis’ beliefs, 
t h e  t e a m ’s  u n d e r w h e l m i n g 
1-9 record against  Quad One 
opponents gives the Tar Heels just 
a 20.2 percent chance of securing 
an at-large bid, per Bart Torvik’s 
T-Ranketology metric. Truthfully, 
those microscopic odds would be 
even lower if North Carolina wasn’t 
measured on last year’s success or 
its big-name recognition. 

In the friendly confines of 
Greensboro, N.C., the Tar Heels will 
have one final opportunity to craft its 
resume. Otherwise, they will become 
the first preseason No. 1 team to 
miss the Big Dance since the field 
expanded to 64 teams in 1985. 

And if they fall flat, it will simply 
be an extension of everything that 
weighed them down for the past 
few months. 

“S--- I’m trying to go win all 
four,” Bacot said. “It’s all we can do.”

Saturday’s defeat against 
Duke marks UNC’s 11th 

loss by single digits
By Hunter Nelson

Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @hunternelson_1
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MADNESS
Summer Registration 

begins March 23

Don't get too caught
 up in the 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS AT SUMMER.UNC.EDU

DIVING

UNC’s Aranza Vazquez excels in ACC Championship

By Maya Waid
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Vazquez overcame post-
Olympic gloom to secure 
a triple crown at the meet

When she came to UNC in 2020 
from her home country of Mexico, 
junior diver Aranza Vazquez knew 
only one person: head diving coach 
Yaidel Gamboa. From the time she 
was recruited to dive at the collegiate 
level, Vazquez and Gamboa have 
always been close. 

During Vazquez’s first conversations 
with Gamboa, he was the head diving 
coach at the University of Missouri. 
When he came to Chapel Hill in July 
2019, Vazquez changed her plans to 
accompany him at UNC. 

Gamboa has seen tremendous 
development in Vazquez as a diver 
since they met during her UNC 
recruiting visit. Gamboa attributes 
this growth to her understanding of 
his coaching philosophy and ability 
to act on constructive criticism.

Now, that development has 
paid off: Vazquez wore three gold 
medals around her neck at the ACC 
Championship meet in Greensboro.

T he  journe y  to  that  AC C 
Championship triple crown — the 
first for any UNC diver since 2008 
— was anything but linear.

At the Tokyo Olympics in 2021, 
Vazquez became one of two Tar 
Heel divers to ever compete at the 
games. Although she considered 
herself strong mentally, she was not 
prepared for what life would be like 
after she returned. 

What followed, as Vazquez described 
it, was an “Olympic depression.”  

“You dream about going to the 
Olympics and being in the finals 
because it’s the highest level of 
competition,” Vazquez said. “When 
I came back, I wanted to do it again 
and win a medal. I didn’t know what 
to do in the two years in between. I 
could compete in the ACC, NCAA 
and World Champs but I kept 
thinking, ‘Why would I do that if I 
already went to the Olympics?’”

Back at the collegiate level, Vazquez 
put pressure on herself to perform 
perfectly at every event. Because 
she’d reached such a high level of 
competition, she felt that there was no 
room for error in her college meets. 

DTH/JENIFFER TRAN
UNC junior diver Aranza Vazquez wears her three gold medals on Tuesday, Feb. 28. Vazquez earned the triple crown 
during the 2023 ACC Swimming and Diving Championships.

In order to reset herself, Vazquez 
went home to Mexico last summer 
and took a break from diving. She 
said that taking a step back allowed 
her to see what she really enjoyed 
about competing. 

“Communicating with my coach 
and reminding myself that I didn’t 
have to have that pressure has been 
helping me,” Vazquez said.

G o i n g  i n t o  t h e  A C C 
Championships, Vazquez’s sole focus 
was finding joy in competing again. 
By doing just that, Vazquez broke not 
just a UNC record but also a meet 
record in the one-meter springboard, 
with a score of 379.25. 

“It was just insane to see how far I’ve 
come and how much you can improve 
from one year to another,” Vazquez said. 

Vazquez credits her relationships 
with Gamboa and senior diver Alex 
Hart for pushing her to perform at a 
higher level this season.

Vazquez said that Gamboa has 
been doing “a great job” of reminding 
her that she doesn’t have to do 
anything “crazy or special.”

“ You just  have  to  be  you,” 
Vazquez said. 

Gamboa said that, especially after 
the Olympics, Vazquez has been 
“more open-minded and flexible” to 
adjustments that coaches have offered.

“We’ve added confidence to our 
relationship,” Gamboa said. “We can 
celebrate great things but we can also 
sit down and talk about what we’re 
not doing well, and what we need to 
do to get better.”

Hart, an Austrian native, clicked 
with Vazquez both in and out of the 
pool due to their shared identity 
as international students. The pair 
also lived together in a house during 
Vazquez’s sophomore year. Their 
relationship has allowed Hart to push 
Vazquez as a diver and to be one of 
her biggest fans. 

Hart joked that the two divers 
fight like siblings when he acts as her 
“annoying older brother.” Hart said 
that, although Vazquez would deny 
it, she appreciates their bond.

“There’s little challenges that push 
you a bit further, and I love to do that 
with Aranza,” Hart said. “You can 
always do better as a teammate, but 
I’m trying to be there for her mentally 
as well as physically pushing her.”

In early March, the junior 
will compete in the NCAA Zone 
Div ing  C hampionships  wi th 
hopes of qualifying for the NCAA 
Tournament. With the support 
of teammates and coaches alike, 
Hart is confident that Vazquez will 
continue to flourish as a diver in the 
postseason and in years to come. 

“She’s a super powerful diver who’s 
technically very clean, and every day, 
you notice that she’s not leaving out 
anything,” Hart said. “She’s doing 
the extra work and putting the effort 
in by working on her technique and 
conditioning every single day. If she 
keeps doing that, I think she will go 
way further in the Olympics. I think 
she could medal if she keeps working.”

Twitter: @mayawaid
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WOMEN’S LACROSSE

UNC dominant in shellacking of No. 4 Eagles

DTH FILE/DEREK PENG 
UNC first-year attacker Marissa White (21) fights for the ball during the women’s lacrosse game against Liberty on 
Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2023, at Dorrance Field. UNC beat Liberty 18-6.

“Unassisted” was a word that 
echoed over the PA speakers 
throughout Dorrance Field on Friday 
night seemingly each time the ball 
was shot successfully into the cage.

It was an ironic way to encapsulate 
the total team effort that went into 
the commanding victory that the 
No. 1 UNC women’s lacrosse team 
claimed over No. 4 Boston College.

The rematch of last season’s 
National Championship game with 
the Eagles did not have the same nail-
biting quality. In fact, despite losing 
six of their top eight scorers from 
last season, the Tar Heels dominated 
from the opening possession as first-
year attacker Marissa White drove 
directly into the teeth of the defense 
and scored an unassisted goal.

To start the season, UNC had 
scored the majority of its goals 
off an assist—29 of the 54 goals 
during the team’s first four games. 
But as the first half came to a 
close, UNC had already filled up 
the cage with 11 goals — all of 
which came unassisted. On paper, 
it might have looked like a team 
that was not sharing the ball, one 
that was leaning on parts rather 
than playing as a cohesive unit. 

But the opposite was true. 
Seven different Tar Heels scored 

in the first half, and it was the 
confidence the players had in one 
another that helped them amass 
their daunting 11-2 lead at the half.

“We’ve really been working on 
working together as a unit,” junior 
midfielder Sophie Student said. 
“The work that we put in throughout 
the week really helped us all feel 
confident working as a team and 
getting those open looks to people 
who might not have necessarily 
scored in the past few games.”

Finding that confidence is what 
helped Student finish with a hat 
trick Friday night after scoring just 
two goals in UNC’s first four games 
combined. Two other Tar Heels had 
a hat trick as well: senior midfielder 
Nicole Humphrey and first-year 
attacker Caroline Godine, who 

notched three goals for the first time 
in her career.

It was not just the offense that 
built each other up, though. 

The defense was suffocating, 
causing Boston College to shoot 
high or wide on most of its shot 
attempts. In each of its first four 
games, the Eagles had scored at 
least 14 goals. On Friday, the UNC 
defense held them to just five — the 
lowest mark by either team in the 
series since 2008.

“The chemistry has been working 
out perfectly,” sophomore defender 
Brooklyn Walker-Welch said. “We 
hold each other to, ‘you do your job, 

and I’ll do my job. You worry about 
your girl and I’ll worry about my girl,’ 
and if we need to help each other, 
we’ll be there.”

Most stops led to scores, and while 
the word “unassisted” roared over 
the PA, it was hard not to wonder 
how true that really was.

“We are a team through and 
through,” head coach Jenny Levy 
said. “We want seven threats on the 
field at all times. We have players 
that are really high-end and elite, but 
they play off each other and they’re 
unselfish and that’s our system.”

UNC’s first assist came with 8:45 
to play in the third quarter as junior 

attacker Reilly Casey found Godine 
to give UNC a 12-3 advantage. 

But there had been assists all 
night. Assists that were not visible 
on the box score. Believing in one 
another’s ability to get the job done, 
even at the highest level. Defenders 
covering each other’s backs. And 
even when a shot got through the 
defense, they trusted that goalkeeper 
Alecia Nicholas would save them — 
and she did, nine times.

On the night when she notched 
her 400th career win — the third 
most of any NCAA Division 1 
head coach—Levy was quick to 
point out that it was not just her 
accomplishment. It had not been 
one woman. That accomplishment 
belonged to the program. It took an 
assist from a lot of different working 
parts to get there, just like on Friday. 

“It’s really not in our character to 
not assist,” Levy said.

The Tar Heels put their trust in 
each other to assist the winning 
cause in any way necessary, even if 
that meant scoring “unassisted.”

Nine different Tar Heels 
scored in the 16-5 win 
against Boston College

By Ben McCormick
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @BenMcC33

BY THE NUMBERS

11
Goal differential 
(2nd-largest this year)

62
Wins in last 64 
games

+8
Shot differential

+6
Shot on goal diff.

400
Career wins by 
HC Jenny Levy 

13
Unassisted goals

4
Players with 
multiple goals

9
Saves
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HEALTH CARE

NCDHHS announces Medicaid recertification

DTH/GAGE AUSTIN
Medicaid recertification will be happening over the next 12 months. UNC Hospital, a provider for Medicaid 
recipients, is pictured on Monday, March 6, 2023.

The North Carolina Department 
of Health and Human Services 
announced on Wednesday, March 1, 
that Medicaid users across the state 
may lose their healthcare coverage or 
see a reduction in benefits. 

The recertification process, called 
“Medicaid continuous coverage 
unwinding,” will begin on April 1 due 
to changes at the federal level.

Since March 2020, states have been 
required to maintain enrollment of 
almost all Medicaid users because of the 
COVID-19 public health emergency, 
even if their eligibility status changed. 
However, this continuous coverage 
requirement will end on March 31. 

“As recertifications take place over the 
next 12 months, up to 300,000 North 
Carolinians may lose full health care 
coverage or see a reduction in benefits,” 
NCDHHS said in a press release.

Users will be notified by mail, email 
or other forms of communication 
if their coverage is changing. N.C. 
Medicaid will also hold webinars and 
post updates on social media, among 
other measures, to increase awareness.

Cassidy Estes-Rogers, an attorney 
and the program director in family 
support and health care at the Charlotte 

Center for Legal Advocacy, said many 
families could lose coverage because 
they are not updating their personal 
information with the Medicaid system.

She said many of these people 
could remain eligible if they kept their 
information about changes in address 
and other personal information up-to-
date with their local social services office.

Despite this, Estes-Rogers said some 

North Carolina residents will still lose 
Medicaid coverage because they 
are no longer eligible. This includes 
people who have turned 19 since the 
pandemic health emergency began or 
people who’ve returned to work after 
previously being unemployed.

She said individuals who lose coverage 
will need to explore other options through 
the federal insurance marketplace.

“If they’re unable to get into 
other types of coverage or they’re 
underinsured, then we are obviously 
gonna see an effect on the quality of 
care,” Estes-Rogers said.

Although many North Carolinians 
could lose Medicaid coverage due to the 
unwinding process, some of those people 
may be covered under North Carolina’s 
proposed Medicaid expansion.

If this agreement, which is currently 
being debated in the N.C. General 
Assembly, becomes law, an additional 
600,000 North Carolinians could 
receive coverage. 

Lindsey Shewmaker, a human 
services manager at the Orange County 
Health Department, said she is confident 
this measure will move forward.

“What we are hoping in Orange 
County is that some of our clients who 
would lose benefits under the ending of 
the continuous coverage requirement 
will be able to pick up coverage through 
expanded Medicaid,” Shewmaker said.

However, Estes-Rogers said she 
acknowledges that the combination 
of the unwinding process and the 
Medicaid expansion plan will cause 
confusion for some families.

During this time, Estes-Rogers said 
her organization’s main goal is sharing 
information with the public to ensure 
North Carolinians are receiving the 
correct benefits.

“The most important message that 
we want people to understand and that 
we are trying to get the word out on is 
to update your information and open 
those notices when you get them and 
respond to them,” Estes-Rogers said.

To continue their coverage, 
Medicaid users should work with their 
county’s department of social services 
to ask questions and update contact 
information, including correct mailing 
address, phone number and email. 

Up to 300,000 people 
in NC may lose coverage 
over the next 12 months

By Sam Kornylak
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dthcitystate
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Julian’s College Shop, a family operation

DTH/AAYAS JOSHI

DTH/JAKE HOGAN

Alexander Julian, Missy Julian-Fox and Bart Fox pose in front of UNC-themed 
clothing at their formalwear store, Julian’s, on Franklin Street in Chapel Hill, 
N.C. on Tuesday, March 7, 2023.

The 203 Project located at 203 South Greensboro St. in Carrboro continues 
to undergo construction on Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2023. Completion of the 
project is anticipated for spring 2024.

“The dean of Franklin Street.”
T h a t ’s  w h a t  f o r m e r  U N C 

Chancellor Paul Hardin called 

The Carrboro 203 Project is set to 
be completed and open in June 2024, 
according to Susan Romaine, Carrboro 
mayor pro tem.

The project is on schedule if weather 
permits construction to continue. 

“It’s unusual for a construction 
project to be right on schedule, so we 
couldn’t be more excited that things are 
moving along well,” she said. 

The latest construction development 
is the completion of concrete columns 
and foundation walls for the space, 
as well as a concrete structure for an 
elevator shaft. Preparations are being 
made by the project contractor to pour 
the first-floor concrete slab, according 
to the project’s webpage. 

The Town provides monthly 
updates of the project on its website 
and a mailing list with information 
on construction additions to the 
facility, Catherine Lazorko, Carrboro 
communication and engagement 
director, said.

Maurice  Jul ian on the 50th 
anniversary of the opening of Julian’s 
College Shop. 

The traditional preppy clothing 
store has been owned and operated 
by the Julian family for the past 80 
years — since Maurice Julian opened 
the original in 1942. 

Currently, the store is owned by his 
son and international award-winning 
designer Alexander Julian. It is managed 

The project  was original ly 
drafted in 2016 in response to a 
request for a library in the southern 
end of Orange County, and the 
Town held a  groundbreaking 
ceremony in May 2022.

Romaine said the “seed” of the 
library was planted three decades ago 
by Nerys Levy, an activist and resident 
of Carrboro for 30 years. Romaine said 
Nevy believed in the importance of 
libraries being accessible to everyone no 
matter race, creed or orientation. Levy 
also regarded libraries as the “base for 
democracy” in the U.S.

“They could open up opportunities 
for literacy to anybody who walked in 
the door,” Romaine said.

The project is located at 203 South 
Greensboro St., which is reflected in its 
name and will be a 49,550-square-foot 
facility in downtown Carrboro. The 
land was donated by the Town and was 
originally a parking lot. 

The 203 Project will be the 
largest public facility in Carrboro 
community history.

The total cost for the project is 
over $41 million, with $18 million 
contributed from Carrboro and 
$22 million from Orange County. 
The project is a joint partnership 
between Carrboro and Orange 

by Bart Fox, Maurice Julian’s grandson. 
Maurice Julian’s daughter and Fox’s 

mother Missy Julian Fox also owned 
the store for a 15-year period after her 
father passed away in 1993. 

She said he opened Julian’s to 
cater to the clothing requirements 
of cadets arriving at the United 
States Navy Pre-Flight School on 
the UNC campus in 1942. The 
school was established in February 
1942 as a part of the University’s 
contributions to the war effort 
during World War II.

Maurice Julian rented space 
where 1922 by Carolina Coffee Shop 
currently is on Franklin Street, and the 
store remained in the location for 65 
years. In 2007, Alexander Julian took 
ownership of the store and moved it to 
its current location. 

Julian Fox said her father was a first-
generation student at UNC. He fell 
in love with his wife, Mary, who was 
from Chatham County. Julian Fox said 
that, because of their family’s religious 
differences, the couple eloped. 

“They are credited with really 
(being) the first to bring preppy to the 
South,” she said. 

She said her father was legendary 
in the clothing industry. He designed 
many of the store’s best-sellers, a 
practice that was continued by his son, 

County, Romaine said.
The location will feature more 

than just a library; it will house a 
Carrboro Recreation, Parks and 
Cultural Resources center, the WCOM 
Radio station and a teen center for 
recreational use.

“WCOM is already operating out of 
Carrboro,” Ben Schmadeke, Carrboro 
capital projects manager, said. “They’re 
a really small frequency radio station, 
so this will be their new home.” 

The Orange County Ski l ls 
Development Center will also be based 
out of the 203 building and provide job 
training, he added.

The library is anticipated to bring in 
“hundreds of thousands of people” over 
the course of each year, Romaine said.

Schmadeke said an economic 
study estimated that this traffic 
will  have a positive effect on 
surrounding businesses.

However, while the finished 
product is expected to be prosperous, 
the construction of the site has caused 
significant disruption to traffic on 
Greensboro Street. 

“There are times when it might 
take 10 minutes to get up the hill on 
South Greensboro Street, so it’s an 
inconvenience,” Jim Wald, an owner of 
Glasshalfull, said.

Alexander Julian. 
Alexander Julian is credited with 

creating and donating the argyle 
pattern to UNC. He has designed 
the iconic UNC men’s and women’s 
basketball team uniforms and, along 
with his wife, designed the UNC 
graduation gowns. 

Alexander Julian said growing up in 
Julian’s was formative to his career. He 
pursued an English degree from UNC 
and, while he didn’t graduate, he said 
it helped him communicate his ideas 
during the design process.

Alexander Julian dropped out of 
school at 19 to open his own boutique: 
Alexander’s Ambition — something he 
did while his family was in New York on 
a month-long trip in 1969.

“It was a legendary place for meeting 
people, getting a date, getting outfitted 
— it was really fashion-forward,” Julian 
Fox said about Alexander’s Ambition.

Alexander Julian said that while it 
was a brazen decision, the store was a 
key stepping stone in his career. 

Shortly after, in 1975, he took a leap 
of faith to move to New York City where 
he continued his success as a designer. 

He said the ultimate gratification is 
when someone enjoys something he 
has worked on because he intends his 
designs to be worn. 

“My favorite part of the store is a 

Glasshalfull is located in the 
shopping center across from the 
203 Project.

He said traffic is often blocked 
by dump trucks or concrete trucks 
and construction has taken away 
around 100 parking spaces for 
surrounding businesses. 

Duke Energy will be performing 
utility work between March 16 and 17, 

mirror, which is to watch the faces of 
customers, male and female, smile 
when they see themselves looking 
better than they’ve ever looked before,” 
Alexander Julian said. 

Fox, the men’s manager of Julian’s, 
said he works with Alexander Julian to 
decide what is sold in the men’s section. 

Fox also noted that he and his uncle 
have to balance the business and family 
aspects of their relationship.

“It allows us to — for lack of a better 
term — butt heads a little bit more than 
the average business relationship would 
kind of entail,” Fox said. 

Fox was raised in the store, similarly 
to the previous generation of Julian’s. 
Julian Fox said her son used to play 
with the shirt tags that dangled over 
his head when he was a baby. 

Alexander Julian said he is proud 
to be the only top award-winning 
designer to design for his own store 
in a college town. 

Julian Fox said UNC students 
were employed at the store during 
her father’s ownership and that is a 
tradition that has been carried on.

“That connection to University has 
always felt important and it is the 
community of Tar Heels that has kept 
us here for all these years,” she said. 

Twitter: @carolinehorne22

which will cause traffic on Roberson 
Street to be detoured to the Main 
Street intersection instead of South 
Greensboro Street, Lazorko said in 
an email. 

“I think ultimately it’s going to be 
good for the area, but it’s painful while 
it’s happening,” Wald said.

The store has provided 
patrons “preppy” fashion 

options since 1942

Construction seems to 
be on schedule as long as 
conditions remain steady

By Zoe Werner
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

By Caroline Horne
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @ZoeWerner356

DEVELOPMENT

203 Project to be completed in summer 2024

House could vote to legalize medical marijuana use
Physicians will be required to 

complete a 10-hour educational course 
and complete further supplemental 
training during any year when they 
issue a written certification, according 
to the bill. They will also be required 
to frequently reevaluate patients to 
determine the efficacy of the use of 
cannabis as treatment.

The N.C. General Assembly’s 
legislative fiscal note for the bill says 
the legislation would increase revenue 
for the state. Over time, it is anticipated 
that patient and caregiver registry card 
application fees and gross receipt fees 
will generate most of the revenue.  

N . C .  S e n .  G r a i g  M e y e r 
(D-Caswell, Orange, Person) said 
legalizing, taxing, regulating and 
decriminalizing marijuana has been 
one of his most prevalent issues. He 
said he hopes to see it pass this year 

and later move into recreational use 
in the near future. 

“I’m very optimistic about the 
conversations that are being had in 
Raleigh right now and about people’s 
interest in this across the state,” Meyer 
said. “And I do think that we will likely 
see legislation moving ahead over the 
course of this year.”

He also wants to see three 
changes and clarifications to the 
bill: the full decriminalization of 
marijuana, outlining where the 
revenue from marijuana taxation 
wi l l  go  and  es ta b l i sh i ng  a n 
alternative to a “vertical market.”

In the vertical market, companies 
would control the growth, production, 
distribution and sales of the product. 
Meyer noted that the industry would 
really be controlled by out-of-state 
multinational corporations.

“We need to unwind the negative 
effects of criminalization of people 

who have been marijuana users,” 
Meyer said. “And we need to make 
sure that anyone who’s been convicted 
of a crime that they would no longer 
be eligible to be convicted of after this 
law goes into effect — that those folks 
actually get their sentences expunged.”

Meyer explained that current CBD 
stores are not really a part of the bill’s 
priorities. These stores sell products 
made from marijuana but don’t 
contain tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), 
the ingredient that produces a high. 
He added that North Carolina needs 
legislation to regulate intoxicating 
CBD products such as Delta-8.

However, Jane Allred, business 
manager for Asheville Hemp Farms, 
said the legalization of cannabis could 
be a problem for businesses like hers. 

“North Carolina is really determined 
to make everything government 
regulated just like our ABC stores,” 
she said. “They want to do something 

similar with marijuana as far as the 
only facilities to enter and purchase 
products will be government owned 
and operated, which does eliminate a 
lot of the free market for us.”

As a user of marijuana, Allred 
said cannabis helped her through 
addiction, recovery and chronic 
mental illness. They said they are also 
concerned about the cost of medical 
marijuana, considering it will be 
government regulated. 

Amanda Corbett, a clinical associate 
professor at the UNC Eshelman School 
of Pharmacy, shared concern over the 
operational side of medical marijuana. 

She said she hopes the state plans 
ahead to ensure that prescribers, 
dispensers, patients and caregivers 
are able to get what they need and 
distribute cannabis in a safe way. 

However,  she also said it ’s 
i mpor tant  to  have  cannabis 
available for people that really need 

it so patients don’t have to move to 
other states.

Corbett said she wants to see North 
Carolina implement requirements for 
pharmacists and dispensaries that 
are similar to other states. Medical 
marijuana use is legal in 38 other states.

Corbett said data has shown that 
medical marijuana can be helpful for 
patients. She also said she has seen 
cancer patients and HIV patients that 
have used medical marijuana for pain 
and found the results to be helpful.

“It’s really going to be based on 
looking at the data very carefully with 
the product that will be allowed to be 
grown, dispensed, delivered directly 
to the patient and having very clear 
recommendations around in North 
Carolina,” she said. 

B a i l e y  W h i t e  c o n t r i b u t e d 
reporting to this article. 

Continued from Page 1

Twitter: @bridget_bendezu
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RUSSO-UKRANIAN WAR

North Carolinians volunteer in, around Ukraine

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DAVE JERNIGAN 
The sun sets over the neighborhood in which Dave Jernigan stayed in during his time in Lviv, Ukraine

Volunteer efforts have 
assisted millions of 
displaced refugees

By Maddie Policastro
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Content warning: This article 
contains mentions of violence.

“In movies, ‘hero’ is such an overused 
word, and I don’t really feel like I 
understood heroism until I experienced 
some time on the ground in Ukraine.”

That is what Dave Jernigan 
said after spending a month in 
Lviv, the largest city in Western 
Ukraine, working as a volunteer. 
He said everyone he met had an 
“unbelievable heroism” about them.

Jernigan, a Hillsborough resident, 
volunteered from late May 2022 

through June 2022 to aid the 
country amidst the Russian invasion.

As the country’s seventh largest 
city, Lviv has taken in around 250,000 
registered displaced people and an 
estimated 150,000 unregistered 
displaced individuals since the 
invasion began over a year ago.

During his time as a volunteer, 
Jernigan said he saw the trauma of 
multiple generations of refugees.

“Lviv — it’s a really beautiful 
place,” Jernigan said. “It’s a very 
vibrant city, but everywhere you look 
you see trauma.”

In one of his volunteer roles, 
Jernigan said he helped convert 
a network of Soviet-era tunnels 
under hospitals  into air  raid 
shelters so patients and doctors 
could evacuate — sometimes mid-
surgery — if imminent danger 
were to arise.

Jernigan said his group of volunteers 
would often sit in the hospital courtyard 
and feed pigeons stale bread. He 
recounted one such day when a small 
child wrapped in bandages shrieked 
with joy upon seeing the many birds.

Jernigan soon realized that the 
child was missing most of their 
fingers on one hand and suffered 
severe burns. 

“I can’t think of a day that has 
passed since I’ve been home where 
I don’t see that child — and the 
parent in me just broke,” Jernigan 
said. “I see this horribly-disfigured 
child, but yet I also saw the beauty 
of this child who just was overjoyed 
to see all of these pigeons.”

Jernigan said he was moved 
by the spirit and resilience of the 
Ukrainian people.

Jonathan Mills, a Chapel Hill 
native who previously lived in Poland, 

has also been working to support 
Ukraine since the Russian invasion. 

He has worked as a full-time 
volunteer in Warsaw, Poland, 
since March 5,  2022 to bring 
trauma-informed early childhood 
care to refugees. 

Since the war in Ukraine began, 
more than 10 million Ukrainians 
have crossed the border into 
Poland. A large portion of those 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  w o m e n  a n d 
children because men between 
18 and 60 are unable to leave 
Ukraine, Mills said. 

Mills said these mothers need to 
work to afford housing, which they 
cannot do unless they have a safe 
place for their children. Alongside 
his group of volunteers, Mills has 
created nurseries to provide quality 
early childhood education and care, 
specifically for Ukrainian children.

“It’s very hard, but at the same 
time, then you see kids being 
happy and playing and that’s what 
kids are supposed to be doing and 
that gives you hope,” Mills said. 
“Kids should play. That’s what kids 
should do.”

C u r r e n t l y,  M i l l s  a n d  h i s 
volunteer team has opened 67 
center programs across Poland 
and have just received funding to 
open 21 additional locations. Mills 
said the group hopes to have 100 
open by the beginning of May.

Mills said the team has trained 
about 270 teachers to work in 
the centers. He added that there 
are currently 15 psychologists 
on staff and 28 other individuals 
that deal with programming and 

educational content, real estate 
and team development fundraisers 
among other things. 

“It’s humbling to have so many 
people doing great work,” Mills 
said. “It’s just a lot of people with 
big hearts working very hard.”

Isabella Romine, a first-year 
student at Wake Forest University, 
also volunteered to help the 
Ukrainian war effort.

She was studying Russian in 
Chis inau,  Moldova when the 
invasion of Ukraine first began 
and felt compelled to help.

Romine said during her six 
weeks as a volunteer, she was one 
of the few volunteers who could 
speak Russian, so she helped lead 
refugees around the center and 
showed them the resources they 
had to offer.

“I had the skill of Russian that 
I could use with these people who 
were going through one of the 
most difficult times of their lives, 
and I just felt compelled to do 
that,” Romine said.

Romine said volunteering was 
not only a physically exhausting 
endeavor — as she moved boxes 
and pallets of shipments — but 
also took an emotional toll.

“ Then,  on the  other  hand, 
there’s — there was an emotional 
aspect where these people are 
going through, like, the worst 
moment of their lives and you’re a 
witness to that,” Romine said.

Romine said one of the most 
important parts of her job was simply 
having conversations with people.

“Ever yone is  s t i l l  a  person 
regardless of what they’re going 
through,  and just  ta lking to 
someone and, you know, letting 
them say what they have to say 
and being there and listening,” 
Romine said. “It’s very important 
too, regardless of what someone is 
going through.”

Twitter: @mkpolicastro

ACTIVISM

Two longtime residents win Pauli Murray Award

PHOTO COURTESY OF TONY FARRELL
James E. Williams Jr. and Delores P. Simpson, the recipients of the 2023 Pauli Murray Award, are pictured.

The award recognizes 
the winners’ service to 

their community 
By Sierra President

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @sierrapresident

James E. Williams Jr. dedicated 
27 years of his life to being a 
public defender. But he hasn’t let 
retirement stop him from serving 
on community committees and 
receiving accolades for his work.

On Sunday, Feb. 26, the 33rd 
annual Pauli Murray Award ceremony 
was held by the Orange County 
Human Relations Commission, 
where Williams and Delores P. 
Simpson won the 2023 award. 

Shameka Fairbanks, the chief 
equity and human rights officer 
of the Orange County Office of 
Equity and Inclusion, said this 
year’s ceremony included a live 
band and a spoken word artist, 
who she said was inspired by 
Murray, an American civil rights 
a c t i v i s t ,  l aw y e r  a n d  g e n d e r 
equality advocate. 

Fairbanks said this award was 
created by Murray’s family as a 
way to honor their life and work, 
which pushed the social justice 
movement forward. 

Michael Fath, a member of the 
Human Relations Commission and a 
co-chairperson for the 2023 award, said 
the program only had adult nominees. 

However, there are also typically 
youth and businesses categories. 
He said  they  choose  Orange 
County residents who support 

human rights, diversity and equity 
as their winners.

“The goal is to really foster the 
desire to honor people who’ve 
committed a big part of their life 
to the principles of Pauli Murray,” 
he said.

Although it’s not intended to be 
a lifetime achievement award, Fath 
said both of this year’s winners 
have lived a lifetime of leadership 
and personal commitment to the 
award’s principles. 

James E. Williams Jr.

Williams, who serves as the 
Racial Equity Coordinator with 
The Center for Death Penalty 
Litigation. He said he believes 
that he won the award because of 
his work as a public defender for 
Orange and Chatham County.

As a public defender, Williams 
said he had to constantly fight battles 
— especially to discuss decisions 
being made about policies such as 
pretrial release, bail reform and 
racial equality regarding juvenile 
disciplines in Orange County.

“Pol ic ies  were  being made 
related to all of those areas that 
impacted whether or not our 
clients received equal justice on 
the law,” he said. “But we weren’t 
at the table, I had to fight for that.”

C u r r e n t l y,  W i l l i a m s  i s  a 
co-chairperson for the Orange County 
Community Remembrance Coalition, 
where he said they partner with the 
Equal Justice Initiative to educate 
communities about the racial terror 
of lynching, racial suppression and 
oppression in the county. 

He  a l s o  c h a i r s  t h e  No r t h 
Carolina Commission on Racial 
and Ethnic Disparities in the 
Criminal Justice System.

“I try to identify areas of concern 
that need redress and figure out 
ways to bring about that redress,” 
Williams said.

Delores P. Simpson

Fairbanks said Simpson is 92 years 
old, and even after her retirement 
from education, she became the first 
African-American woman to chair 
the Orange County School Board.

“(Simpson) in her own right is 
just a pillar in this community,” 
she said.

Betty Eidenier, who has known 
Simpson for six decades, said 
Simpson was one of the first Black 
women students at UNC and was 
inducted into the Golden Rams 
Society, an honorary society that 
honors African-American alumni.

Through her work as an Orange 
County school teacher, including 
during desegregation, Fath said 
the review committee recognized 
how similar Simpson’s principles 
were to Murray’s.

S i m p s o n’s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
helping young generations of 
children and to improving the 
Orange County Public Library are 
traits that Fath said also appealed 
to the committee. 

“It was just such a pleasure to 
read the nomination forms for 
both of them,” he said. “Because 
you smile when you read it, to see 
how accomplished both of these 
winners were and how deserving 
they were of the award.”

“It’s a very vibrant 
city, but everywhere 
you look you see 
trauma.”
Dave Jernigan
Hillsborough resident that volunteered in Ukraine
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To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 
19)
Today is a 7 — Work 
together to get farther, 
faster. Don’t depend on luck. 
Avoid stepping on each 
other. Obligations could 
preempt romantic plans. 
Discover shared efficiencies 
with teamwork.

Taurus (April 20-May 
20)
Today is an 8 — Prioritize 
your health and wellness 
with work demands. Allow 
time to rest and recharge. 
Good food supports your 
busy schedule. Take one 
step after another.

Gemini (May 21-June 
20)
Today is a 7 — Have fun 
without expensive risks. 
Clean messes. Avoid 
arguments or complications. 
Enjoy your favorite games, 
hobbies and sports. Create 
something beautiful. Relax 
and recharge.

Cancer (June 21-July 
22)
Today is a 6 — Patiently 
manage domestic matters. 
Family or housemates may 
not all agree. Make repairs, 
clean and organize spaces. 
Adapt with changes.

LEo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 — Dig deeper 
into your subject. All is 
not as it appears. Listen to 
all sides of an argument. 
Patiently unfold the story.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is a 7 — You 
can scrape together 
the necessary cash to 
reach your objective. 
Resourcefulness and 
creativity serve you well. 
Study to get it right the first 
time. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is an 8 — Pamper 
yourself with small 
luxuries and personal 
favorites. You’re adapting 
and developing, despite 
challenges and changes. 
Ignore negative internal 
chatter. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21)
Today is a 6 — Guard 
private time for yourself. 
Appearances can deceive. 
Maintain objectivity as 
you make plans and 
preparations. It’s emotion 
versus reason today. Rest 
and recharge. 

Sagittarius (NOV. 22-
DEC.21)
Today is an 8 — Confusion 
or indecision could affect 
team meetings and efforts. 
Take the time to clarify. 
Make sure that everyone is 
on the same page.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19)
Today is a 7 — Adapt 
carefully with changes to a 
professional project. Polish 
presentations and clean 
up messy details. Don’t 
share unfinished work now. 
Prepare, edit and refine.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18).
Today is a 7 — Slow 
down to get there faster. 
Obstacles and pitfalls line 
the road. Take a break 
to refine the route and 
itinerary. Study options.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 
20)
Today is an 8 — Collaborate 
for common gain. Keep 
contributing to shared 
finances. You can find the 
resources you need, despite 
unexpected expenses. 

HOROSCOPES If March 8th is Your 
Birthday...

Take advantage of lucrative conditions this year. Steady 
practices maintain your health, happiness and harmony. 
Winter rearranges a creative project, leading to a springtime 
of extra bounty. Explorations take a new turn this summer, 
before autumn brings rising family fortunes. Catch coins and 
invest wisely.

To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10 is the easiest 
day, 0 the most challenging.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

Across
1) Mai ___ (festive cocktail) 
4) Damp
7) “___ you listening?”  
10) 80s show starring an ET 
11) UNC’s service frat  
12) Scantron writing utensil 
15) Like a very likely event 
(that may have gone wrong this 
one time) 
18) Santana’s “___ Como 
Va” 
19) Where Marty is trapped in 
“Back to the Future” 
20) Holiday celebrating Jesus’ 
Resurrection 
23) Bro’s alternative 
24) Spiritual energy 
27) This puzzle’s issuer, 
abbr. 
28) Photog’s goal   
29) Bland, like some bagels
31) One of seven aquatic bod-
ies    
32) Fish’s enticement 
34) Grown-ups  
35) Spent time not eating, say 
38) Incite   
40) Horned or barn birds 
41) Judge on the soccer 
pitch 
44) Perceive   
45) Still need to settle a debt 
46) Miner’s find   
47) Droop down   
48) Quickly-pulled hairstyle 
49) Telephone panel  
52) Ski spot near Santa Fe 
54) American singer/songwrit-
er Yoko    
55) Place where cattle are 
killed 
62) One in an organization 
63) ‘Sun,’ in Santiago  
64) Old Nintendo letters  
65) “A ___, skip, and a jump” 
66) There are eight in a gal. 
67) Attain    
 

Down
1) Bronzed by the sun, say 
2) Comedian Wong 
3) “__ ___ now, when”?” 
4) Beverage that, on campus, 
might contain lead 
5) Prefix for ‘pen’ and ‘graph’ 
6) Jerry’s feline foe 
7) Participate in a play 
8) CarnAval’s locale 
9) Classic holiday movie star-
ring Will Ferrell 
12) Do’s and do-not’s, abbr. 
13) American lip balm brand 
14) Squirrel’s winter snack 
16) Body part with an evil and 
stink variety 
17) Homeric story 
20) Sullivan and Norton, col-
lectively 
21) Supped at Sushinara, say 
22) “Things are _______ up!” 
23) “Take a seat” 
24) Spiky area denial weapon 
25) Throw a punch 
26) ___ and outs 
28) Einstein’s favorite pastry? 
29) 12-down may warn against 
these 
30) Light units, abbr. 
32) “Barefoot ___ Jean Night” 
(Jake Owen song) 
33) Swiss mountain 
34) Joe Namath’s org. 
36) Belonging to u, in a text 
37) Amazement 
38) Snake’s sound 
39) Boston Harbor beverage 
42) Time period 
43) Nourished, like a baby 
45) Throw one out of power 
48) Maker of quantum theory 
model 
49) JCPenney’s competitor 
50) Hillsborough river 
51) Name before ‘Thug’ or 
‘Sheldon’ 
52) William Taft’s bath time 
confinement 
53) Coming-of-___ novel 
55) “Unbelievable,” in a text 
56) July/August zodiac sign 
57) Concert speaker 
58) Psychic’s power 
59) Decay 
60) “Wait and ___” 
61) Superlative suffix

“End Notes”

This week’s cross-
word was created by 
Liam Furlong. Liam 
is a UNC sophomore 

majoring in com-
parative literature 
and education. He 

is from Wilmington, 
Delaware.

                                Help Wanted                                Help WantedCHILD CARE WANTED

HOUSESITTER/ANIMAL CARE April 12-17. 20 minutes from UNC. Quiet wooded 
neighborhood. Active dog, free range cats, chickens, and ducks. Small stipend. Interested? 
email: preindle@hotmail.com

To place a Line Classified Ad, 
go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds

or call 919-962-0252DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day

Deadlines
Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication

Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days prior to publication
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LETTER

 Housekeepers deserve a 
living wage and free parking

Growing up in Miami, I saw the 
grueling physical and mental toll 
that housekeeping placed on my 
mother and tías. They fled violence 
in Colombia seeking a better future 
for their children in the U.S. Instead, 
they were exploited by employers 
who took advantage of them because 
of their status as non-English-
speaking immigrants.

N o n w h i t e  p e o p l e  a n d 
i m m i g r a n t s  a r e  h i g h l y 
o v e r r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e 
housekeeping profession, which 
can add layers of  racism and 
xenophobia to exploitation from 
employers that treat them more 
like replaceable tools and less like 
human beings worthy of a fair 
wage, a safe working environment 
and acceptable living conditions.

More than 22 years later, I 
find myself at UNC-Chapel Hill, 
nearing the completion of my 
medical doctorate degree and 
pursuing a master’s in public health 
at the number one public school of 
public health in the country as the 
first in my extended family to even 
reach college. UNC’s unwillingness 
to meet the housekeeper’s demands 
of a living wage and free parking 
at work stands in sharp contrast 
to everything we are told the 
institution stands for, both at the 
School of Medicine and the Gillings 
School of Global Public Health.

One day, I am in a public health 
lecture room learning about social 
determinants of health and how 
things like income, job insecurity, 
working conditions and access to 
affordable health services account 
for between 30-55 percent of 
health outcomes. The next, I am 

standing with dozens of other 
students, staff and allies in the 
community to place pressure on 
the Board of Governors so UNC’s 
housekeepers can afford basic 
necessities like food, rent and 
access to adequate healthcare. 

T h e  c o g n i t i v e  d i s s o n a n c e 
required to align the vision and 
mission statements written on 
school websites and advertised to 
current and future students, staff 
and faculty with UNC’s actions 
toward housekeepers is impossible to 
continue to ignore as a community.

U N C  h a s  t a u g h t  m e  t h a t 
addressing social determinants of 
health is fundamental for improving 
health outcomes and reducing 
inequities. However, it does not 
take a medical or public health 
degree to know that housekeepers 
deserve to make enough money to 
live. I was too young to stand up for 
housekeepers when my family was 
exploited and mistreated. Now, I 
see the faces of the housekeepers 
here at UNC standing up for what 
they deserve, and I see my tías, my 
mother and my family reflected in 
each one of them. The housekeepers 
here at UNC deserve better from 
their employer, as my mother 
and tías deserved better over two 
decades ago.

I invite you to join me in taking 
action by signing the petition, 
reading the demands and staying up 
to date on this issue. Get connected 
with UE Local150 – the workers’ 
union at UNC – on social media.

– Santiago Bejarano Hernandez, 
MD/MPH Graduate Student
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On February 11,  N.C. State 
University confirmed its fifth suicide 
of of the academic school year. The 
grieving process was not unlike that 
faced by UNC students in fall 2021, 
a semester in which our campus 
grappled with four suicides.

Despite UNC and NCSU being the 
two of the largest public universities 
in the UNC System, they both face 
serious challenges combatting 
mental health crises on campus.

Last month, NCSU’s Student 
Mental Health Task Force released 
a report that found even before the 
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
34 percent of students surveyed 
grappled with some form of 
depression. Meanwhile, 12 percent 
responded that they had experienced 
suicidal ideation within the last year.

With the pandemic causing a 27.6 
percent increase in cases of major 
depressive disorders worldwide, it’s not 
a far leap to assume that these numbers 
have increased for college students, too. 

Despite the fact that college students 
are continuing to be the victims of a 
mental health crisis, our universities 
are failing to properly prioritize and 
recognize the necessary solutions. It 
is their duty to provide students with 
the programs and resources needed 
to battle the life-threatening reality of 
today’s mental health crisis.

It’s not as though nothing has 
been done about this issue – several 
UNC System universities have taken 
initiatives to address suicides and 
mental health degradation. UNC-
CH, as a result of a recommendation 
by the University’s mental health 

UNC and NC State face 
similar mental health crises

By Franklin Payne
Columnist

There is a lot of misinformation 
and confusion about how the Dobbs 
v. Jackson decision has impacted 
abortion access. Don’t be fooled. 

The anti-choice movement 
purports to be “pro-woman” yet 
spreads deliberate misinformation 
to instill confusion, shame and fear 
about abortion access. Eight months 
after the Dobbs decision, Guttmacher 
reports that 24 states have outlawed 
abortion or are likely to do so soon. 
As a result of these bans, millions 
of people are in danger, including 
transgender  and non-binar y 
individuals who face increased threats 
to accessing this common component 
of reproductive healthcare.

After the reversal of Roe v. Wade, 
the anti-choice movement attempted 
to reframe this attack on human 
rights as a decision supporting states 
rights. This is a distraction from their 
unpopular agenda to ban abortion 
nationwide and erase bodily autonomy. 
We’ve already heard the promises of 
introducing a national ban, and we are 
currently waiting for the court ruling 
that may take mifepristone, a common 
and safe medication for abortion 
care, off the market in all states, all 

in service to a national anti-abortion 
political agenda.

The anti-choice movement hopes 
their “pro-woman” ideals camouflage 
their regressive agenda. But there is 
nothing pro-woman about erasing 
basic health care and controlling and 
endangering bodies. Rather than 
supporting women experiencing 
unplanned pregnancies, the anti-
choice movement funnels federal 
and state healthcare dollars into anti-
abortion crisis pregnancy centers. 
These CPCs engage in reproductive 
coercion, shame contraception 
users, spread non-medical advice, 
masquerade unlicensed ‘caregivers’ 
as medical staff and do not require 
“providers” to follow HIPAA laws. 
From all angles, the anti-choice 
movement obscures medical evidence 
to promote its own political agenda. 
They continue to falsely claim 
that abortion bans will not harm 
miscarriage and ectopic pregnancy 
care while obscuring the fact that 
the medical treatment for these 
conditions is an abortion procedure.

Anti-abortion lawmakers in 
the NC General Assembly are 
attempting to push this unpopular 

agenda forward. In August, an NC 
judge reinstated a 20-week abortion 
ban, and conservative lawmakers 
are now considering restricting 
abortion care to 13 weeks or less, 
on top of existing laws requiring a 
72-hour waiting period, parental 
consent and biased counseling. NC 
is one of the few southeastern states 
providing abortions, and that may 
not be the case for long. NC has 
received an influx of people from the 
surrounding states in the past few 
months seeking an abortion, so it is 
not only about healthcare for North 
Carolinians, but thousands of others.

Y o u n g  p e o p l e  a r e 
disproportionately impacted by 
abortion bans. In 2019, more than 
1 in 4 abortions in the state were 
sought out by young adults between 
the ages of 20-24 years old. If you 
look around your lecture halls, how 
many of those people are sitting next 
to you? Transportation complexities, 
employment conflicts and income 
challenges all confound the student 
experience, especially when seeking 
an abortion. As the number of 
abortion clinics in NC continues to 
dwindle, think of those people you 

OP-ED

Anti-abortion misinformation stands in the 
way of safe, reliable abortion access

pass every day on campus. These 
services allow them the agency to 
choose the direction of their own life.

The anti-choice movement did 
not start with abortion, and it does 
not end there. They are coming for 
contraception, IVF, LGBTQIA+ 
equity, racial and ethnic equity, 
gender equity and so much more. 
They are not anti-choice but pro-
birth, as they eliminate access to 
services and resources that enable the 
bodily autonomy of NC residents. The 
anti-choice movement relentlessly 
pushes for the indoctrination of 
their white, patriarchal agenda into 
schools, laws and social norms at the 
expense of our neighbors, friends and 
loved ones.

– Harper Eisen, MPH Student,
Emily Proehl, MPH Student

SPEAK OUT
Interested in writing a letter 
to the editor or submitting an 
op-ed?
• Students: Include your year, 

major and phone number. 
• Faculty/staff: Include your 

department and phone number. 
• Edit: The DTH edits for space, 

clarity, accuracy and vulgarity. 
Limit submissions to 500 
words. 

Email: opinion@dailytarheel.com

task force, created a 24-hour hotline 
that allows students in crisis to 
access mental health professionals.

However,  despite its  noble 
intentions, students report facing 
half-hour wait times to get in contact 
with someone through this hotline. 
Although this seems like a short wait 
on paper, for someone in crisis, this 
time can be the difference between 
getting help and a crisis escalating.

Additionally, UNC-CH’s Counseling 
and Psychological Services provide 
primarily short term counseling for 
all fee-paying students that is critical 
to providing professional help to those 
that need it. In prior semesters, the wait 
times for booking appointments have 
posed a barrier to students

NCSU’s Counseling services faced 
a similar problem with a disastrous 
wait time of up to two months, WRAL 
reported. Such a wait severely limits the 
effects of this essential crisis tool.

NCSU and UNC-CH have recently 
partnered with telehealth therapy 
services to provide students with free 

sessions – an improvement for both 
universities to mitigate their limited 
on-campus counseling services.

University students need to be met 
where they are. The status quo should 
not be one that is reactive: it needs to 
be proactive.

Following the advice of the Student 
Mental Health Task Force of NCSU, 
the UNC System needs to consider 
universal mental health screenings 
to lookout for students who are 
struggling and are not reaching out 
for help. We need to create a culture 
where mental health is prioritized as 
much as any biological necessity.

The Alert Carolinas and Wolf Alerts 
of the losses of our struggling peers 
should not be accepted as just another 
part of being in college. Students 
face a world of worries that need to 
be prioritized. It’s time to reevaluate 
mental health care within the UNC 
System and address the mental health 
crisis plaguing students across the state.

E DITOR’S NOTE: Columns, 
cartoons and letters do not 
necessarily represent the opinions 
of The Daily Tar Heel or its staff.  
Editorials reflect the opinions of The 
Daily Tar Heel editorial board, which 
comprises 20 board members, the 
opinion assistant editor and editor 
and the editor-in-chief.

What is the editorial board?
A group of student journalists who 

meet twice a week to discuss the 
latest news, seeking to comment 
on issues from an intersectional 
perspective. The editorial board is 
independent from The Daily Tar 
Heel’s newsroom.

Editorials are unsigned. They don’t 
reflect the opinion of any one 
person, but rather the consensus 
of the board as a whole, influenced 
by the values it has held for the 
past 130 years. 

Just as The Daily Tar Heel itself 
values truth and transparency, 
the board values integrity, 
accountability, creativity and 
fairness. These values shape how 
we address questions of Carolina’s 
future, past and present.
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RSI provides living options and related supports to people of all ages 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. We promote quality 
of life by maximizing self-determination, development of independent 
living skills, community involvement, meaningful social roles, and 
socially responsible behavior. RSI’s vision is to help children and adults  
to live lives characterized by happiness, dignity, health, and the highest 
possible degree of social responsibility and productivity.

We are hiring students, entry level and 
experienced individuals!

→ Gain experience related to your major
→ Great for Psychology, Sociology, Nursing, Pre-Med,

and other Human Services majors/degrees
→ Paid Internship opportunities
→ Entry-level, paid training

STUDENT
BENEFITS

Our entry level jobs are a great way to gain hands-on health care and human 
services experience! We provide the training and have various shifts available- 
daytime, evening, overnights... We even pay employees to sleep!

$500 Hiring Bonus!!  Positions available immediately! 
Start ASAP!

~ Established in 1974 ~

For more information or to apply, visit https://rsiinc.applicantpro.com/jobs/

Off Campus Living...

LBP is a SLAM DUNK!

LOUISEBECKPROPERTIES.COM

EDITORIAL

No Spring Break plans? No problem.

DTH FILE/SOPHIE CAREY
Weaver Street Market in Carrboro, N.C., is pictured on Nov. 1, 2022.

Between basketball games, a 
semester in full swing and the 
warm weather, we are used to 
seeing a busy and bustling Chapel 
Hill. But for the week of Spring 
Break, the Town will fall silent. 
Crowds will dwindle as travelers 
embark to their hometown or some 
luxuriously tropical destination.

One report shows that over half 
of Americans planned trips in spring 
2022 and that 37 percent planned 
to travel during spring break. This 
number rose from 29 percent the 
year before and will likely continue 
to increase since COVID-19 policies 
have eased.

We get it – the FOMO is real. 
Watching your peers travel while 
you’re kicking back in your shared 
college town can put a damper on 
the relaxation that we are supposed 
to be enjoying. To combat the 
ultimate Spring Break FOMO, 
here’s a comprehensive guide to 
having fun even if you’re staying 
on Tar Heel territory over break:

Rest. Rest. Rest.

In case you missed it, we really 
think you should use this time 
to rest. It is halfway through the 
semester, and many of us are burnt 
out. It can be hard to care about 
coursework as summer gets closer, 
especially for those suffering from 
senioritis. Use this time to rest 
up so you can be a true academic 
weapon ahead of finals.

Pick up that book you were too 
busy to read. Lounge outside in a 
hammock or by a pool. Sleep past 
noon – we won’t judge. Use this 
time in ways that nourish your 
mind and body with the enrichment 
(and sleep) you have probably been 
denying it.

Be out on the town

There are a ton of solo activities in 
the Triangle that are actually worth 
the hype. Go to the Carrboro Farmers’ 
Market, open Saturdays from 9 a.m. 
to noon, and when you’re done, have 
coffee and pastries at Lanza’s Cafe. It’s 
an Editorial Board favorite.

Bookworms should check out the 
Durham County Main Library. Its 
modern vibes are thanks to a recent 
renovation, and the space includes 
a multi-sensory room, a sensory 
calming room and archives specific 
to Durham. Plus, free parking.

Head to Weaver Street Market, 
grab a bite and enjoy the outdoor 
seating and dining. It’s a great place 
to read a book, enjoy the weather or 
knock out some of that work you’ve 
been procrastinating.

You likely won’t be the only person 
you know staying in Chapel Hill this 

Spring Break. Search UNC’s event 
calendar and see what piques your 
interest.  You can check out local 
happenings on Downtown Chapel 
Hill’s webpage.

Enjoy the outdoors

Speaking of outdoors, it is the 
perfect time of year for soaking up 
the sun. If you are a fan of quiet 
time, we recommend going to Coker 
Arboretum. This five-acre natural 
space is open to the public, located 
on campus and has flat, accessible 
trails to explore.

If you want to stray from campus 
without going too far, every UNC 
student should check out Jordan Lake 
at some point. Located in Chatham 
County, Jordan Lake State Recreation 
area has swimming spots, as well as 
15 miles of hiking trails. Pack lunch 
and a water bottle, and enjoy.

Put yourself first

If you’re a student, chances are your 
schedule is demanding. Courses, clubs, 
jobs, internships and probably a lot of 
laundry. Staying on campus means 
you get a break from the hustle and 
bustle without having anything else 
on your plate. It can beneficial to your 
mental and emotional well-being to 
use this time for yourself.

B e i n g  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  y o u r 
surroundings and focusing on your 
mental health truly allows you to 
have an enjoyable break. Always 
remember, no matter where you 
are or who you are with, you have 
the ability to find peace and joy 
around you. 

Be well, Tar Heels, and see you 
after the break.

Twitter: @dthopinion

The Tar Heels are 0-2 against 
Duke this season 
after a devastating 
loss at home this 
weekend. With 
a final score of 
62-57, our hopes 

of rushing Franklin Street (and 
making the tournament) were 
crushed. At least we wear the 
better shade of blue, right?

QuickHits
By the time you’re reading this, 
we will be mere days away from 

Spring Break. It’s 
the time of year 
when midterms 
have us down 
and senioritis 

is preventing productivity. 
Whether you are traveling 
somewhere tropical or kicking 
it in the 919, we wish you a safe 
and happy break!

Down to Dook (again)

Spring Break

Despite a lackluster regular 
season, the ACC Tournament 
gives the Tar Heels one last 

shot at the Big 
Dance. However, 
it will take a stellar 
tournament 
performance 
to convince the 

selection committee that UNC 
deserves a shot to compete in 
the NCAA Tournament.

Tournament troubles
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