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WHAT ARE THE ODDS?

UNC-Duke matchup proves unprecedented

DTH FILE/LAURA MORTON
North Carolina’s Marvin Williams (24) rides a wave of jubilant, powder blue-clad 
fans after UNC’s 75-73 win against Duke on Sunday, March 6, 2005. Williams’ put-
back and free throw gave the Tar Heels the winning margin with 17 seconds left.

The last — and only — time UNC 
and Duke both made the Final Four 
in the same year was 1991, when 
20-year-old star shooting guard 
Hubert Davis sported a jersey 
with “North Carolina” emblazoned 
across it.

That season, though, the Tobacco 
Road rivals were on opposite 
sides of the bracket. UNC fell to 
Kansas — and Jayhawks head 
coach Roy Williams — and Duke 
defeated UNLV to move on to the 
championship and secure Mike 
Krzyzewski’s first national title.

Thirty-one years later, the most 
profound rivalry in college basketball 
will take center stage in the NCAA 
Tournament for the first time in 
history. In storybook fashion, the 
contest coincides with Krzyzewski’s 
ceremonious exit from Duke’s 
program and Davis’ first year at 
UNC’s helm.

Unprecedented. Or is it?
The Tar Heels and Blue Devils 

have only faced each other once in 
the postseason beyond the ACC 
Tournament, at the 1971 National 
Invitation Tournament semifinals, 
where UNC beat its rival 73-69 
and advanced to win the title. Since 
1920, the teams have met 257 times 
in regular season and conference 
games, but never in March Madness.

So what exactly were the odds of 

UNC and Duke facing each other in 
the tournament, specifically in the 
Final Four?

Bracketing principles state that 
“each of the top four teams selected 
from a conference shall be placed 
in different regions if they are 
seeded in the first four lines.” In 
the rivalry’s history since the 1985 
NCAA Tournament expansion, both 
schools have received a top-four 
seed 23 times, and only seven of 
those occurrences have placed the 
rivals on the same side of the four-
region bracket.

But in seasons like this, when one 
of the teams does not receive a top-
four seed — UNC is an eight-seed 
this year — another bracketology 
rule comes into play: “Teams from 
the same conference shall not meet 
before the regional semifinals if 
they played each other twice during 
the regular season, to include the 
conference tournament.” In this case, 
the Tar Heels and the Blue Devils 
have only been in the same bracket 
twice in 1979 and 2004.

T h i s  e x p l a i n s  w h y  N o r t h 
Carolina’s most common March 
Madness matchups are with non-
conference opponents: Villanova, 
Arkansas, Kansas, Michigan and 
Michigan State.

A third rule states that teams 
cannot meet each other before the 
Elite Eight if they played three or 
more times in the regular season or 
conference tournament. UNC has 
faced Duke 24 times in the ACC 
Tournament, but not this year, as 
that opportunity was shot down by 
Virginia Tech’s 72-59 win over the 
Tar Heels in the semifinals.

Beyond the  numbers ,  this 

particular matchup will go down in 
the history books for more reasons.

On the Blue Devils’ end, this 
game marks Krzyzewski’s 13th 
Final Four appearance, the most of 
any NCAA basketball head coach, 
narrowly surpassing UCLA’s John 
Wooden and North Carolina’s 
Dean Smith. Saturday will mark 
North Carolina’s 21st Final Four 
appearance, the greatest number in 
NCAA history.

On average, it takes an NCAA 
men’s basketball coach 10.4 years 
to reach their first Final Four. Davis 
is one of only 10 who have achieved 
the feat in their first year of coaching. 

The most recent coach to do so was 
UNC’s Bill Guthridge in 1998.

As low of a chance as it was to have 
a UNC-Duke game in the postseason, 
it seems like fate matched the teams 
up during such a storied year for 
both of the programs.

The series is tied this season, 
as Duke demolished UNC with a 
20-point win in the Dean E. Smith 
Center in early February and North 
Carolina answered with a 94-81 
victory at Krzyzewski’s last home 
game a month later.

With the spotlight on these two 
rivals on their biggest stage yet, 
the winner will enjoy a lifetime of 
bragging rights.

The Tobacco Road 
rivalry will see its very 
first Final Four game

By Kaitlyn Schmidt
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @KaitlynSchmid1

“The most profound rivalry 
in college basketball will 
take center stage in the 
NCAA Tournament for the 
first time in history.”

Get Your 
Final Four 
Gear Here!
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The  Gat he r i ng  Place  
i s a new   NERD BA R     
and 
COM M UNITY  SPA CE 
o n Ro semar y  St reet !
• Board Game Inventory of over 100 open games 

for free in-house play

• 30 taps including Alcoholic and Non-Alcoholic 
beverages

• Magic: The Gathering Tournaments weekly

• Full Local Game Store with thousands of 
singles and sealed products in inventory

• Board Game Tournaments Bi-Weekly

•  Full Coffee bar with espresso, nitro cold brew 
& drip from both Gray Squirrel & Carrboro 
Coffee Roasters

•  D&D Weekly on Thursdays including 1-shot 
campaigns

• Free-Play Arcade Machine with 800 Games

No  TVs,  No  Do mest i cs. We  are  a co mmuni t y  
f o r  mi sf i t s,  ne rd s and  we i rd o s. 
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Feel free to drop us an email at ppeprogram@unc.edu, if you have 
questions, or check out some facts here: ppe.unc.edu/facts.  

Discover the Philosophy, Politics and 
Economics Program!

Want to understand the complex world in which we live? Consider UNC’s 
five-course minor in Philosophy, Politics and Economics (ppe.unc.edu) 

that lets you satisfy Gen. Ed. requirements with an assortment of courses 
that together add up to more than the sum of their parts.

The PPE Program also sponsors a robust range of extracurricular events, open to all, including:
• semester-long reading groups
• salons that focus on a singular, contemporary topic
• intensive topical weekend seminars (e.g. on poverty, the opioid crisis, and the COVID-19 pandemic)
• a suite of early evening talks

How can UNC advance 
to NCAA final?

Here are three keys to the crown

DTH/MADELINE CRUMPLER
Sophomore guard RJ Davis (4) drives to the basket during a game against 
Duke on Saturday, Feb. 5. Duke won 87-67.

DTH/IRA WILDER
Duke first-year forward Paolo Banchero (5) puts up a shot during a game against 
UNC in the Dean E. Smith Center on Saturday, Feb. 5.

The North Carol ina men’s 
basketball team will be in New Orleans 
for one of the biggest games in the 
history of the program on Saturday.

For the first time ever, UNC will face 
Duke in the NCAA Tournament.

The Tar Heels have already faced 
Duke twice this year, with each team 
winning once. North Carolina’s 
victory in early March ruined Duke 
head coach Mike Krzyzewski’s last 
game at Cameron Indoor Stadium.

New Orleans is familiar territory 
when it comes to North Carolina and 
the Final Four, as both the 1982 and 
1993 national championships were 
won at the Caesars Superdome.

Here is what the Tar Heels need to 
do if they want to end Krzyzewski’s 
farewell tour once and for all.

Stop Duke’s shooters

Limiting potential No. 1 overall 
pick Paolo Banchero’s points has 
been a difficult task for teams all 
season. However, it’s the players 
surrounding him that  North 
Carolina needs to focus on.

In UNC and Duke’s first matchup, 
AJ Griffin torched the Tar Heel 
defense for 27 points, making 11 of 
his 17 shots and leading the Blue 
Devils to a 20-point blowout.

Griffin was a non-factor in the rivals’ 
second matchup, only attempting five 
shots, thanks to the heavy defense 
of senior forward Leaky Black. The 
Concord native is the Tar Heels’ best 
defender, but he can’t guard all five 
players on the court at the same time.

They’ll need all five players on the 
court to lock in on defense and slow 
down not only Banchero and Griffin, 
but also the guard combo of Trevor 
Keels and Jeremy Roach and forward 
Wendell Moore Jr., as any of Duke’s five-
star players can catch fire at any time.

Control the glass on both sides

In the first four games of the 
tournament, North Carolina had a 
total of 39 more rebounds than its 
opponents combined.

Duke hasn’t been as effective as 
the Tar Heels in crashing the glass, 
but if the regular season matchups 
are any indication, don’t discount the 
Blue Devils. Duke grabbed 13 more 
total rebounds than UNC across the 
two games, including dominating the 
rebounding battle 40-to-24 in its win at 
the Dean E. Smith Center in February.

Duke’s success has been in part 
due to 7-footer Mark Williams, who 
is averaging 7.5 rebounds this season, 
including 2.6 offensive rebounds per 
game. Banchero can get up and get the 
ball as well, as he produced a double-
double in Duke’s first-round matchup 
against Cal State Fullerton.

If UNC can control the duo on the 
offensive boards, they’ll limit Duke’s 
chances to gain momentum with 
second-chance buckets.

Make your shots

It’s a simple concept, but if UNC 
is going to win, all five starters need 
to put the ball in the basket.

In the UCLA game, up until 
sophomore guard Caleb Love changed 
his shoes, he was having a dismal 
shooting performance — going 1-for-8. 
But, after the shoe change, Love went 
10-for-16 and helped the Tar Heels 
advance to the Elite Eight.

UNC can’t risk having a dismal 
shooting performance in the first 
half, however, as it could easily fall 
into a significant deficit early on.

But so far, the Tar Heels have had 
a consistent flow of good shooting 
performances with four different 
players having led the team in 
scoring in the NCAA Tournament. 
In all four games, the leading scorer 
has scored 20 or more points.

However, against the Blue Devils, 
one player having a good shooting 
night will not be enough. It must be 
a complete team effort.

If UNC comes away from Saturday 
with a win, the team will have the 
chance to compete for a third national 
championship title in New Orleans.

By Noah Monroe
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @thenoahmonroe
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CUAB presents

April 9, 2022

Doors open at 6:30pm

Carmichael Arena
Get tickets at  go.unc.edu/Jubilee2022

Featuring

Betting on the blues: DTH predictions for historic game

NORTH CAROLINA 
vs. DUKE

Caesars Superdome, New Orleans, 8:49 p.m.

From a standpoint of stats and skill, I think there is one team has the upper hand. But as a senior and the editor of The Daily Tar 
Heel, I can’t help but root for the North Carolina squad that I’ve edited stories about all year. Because the more the Tar Heels win, 
the more special papers my staff and I get to make — which is a feeling like no other. So this is me hoping for some magic in New 
Orleans.     SCORE: UNC 73, DUKE 71

Praveena Somasundaram
Editor-in-Chief

HEAD-TO-HEAD

The Bottom Line: UNC 79, DUKE 80

DTH/MADELINE CRUMPLER

Graduate forward Brady Manek (45) drives baseline in the Dean E. Smith 
Center during a UNC men’s basketball game on Saturday, Feb. 5, 2022. Duke 
won 87-67.

The stakes couldn’t be any higher — our first ever UNC-Duke final four in what could be Coach K’s last ever game. In the 
opinion of this sports writer, though, it probably won’t be his last. While it’s absolutely true that UNC has been playing its best 
basketball in the tournament, a full-dash power Duke squad with everything to play for might be just a little to much too 
handle.     SCORE: UNC 75, DUKE 83

PJ Morales
Sports Editor

UNC and Duke have improved greatly since their last meeting. Both teams have lost just once since that time – to the eventual 
ACC Champion Virginia Tech – and have compiled wins throughout the tournament thus far. Each have numerous weapons in their 
lineups that can have a big game. What separates them now experience. No one on UNC’s roster has reached the Final Four, but the 
breadth of experience in its main rotation will give them the edge against Duke.      SCORE: UNC 87, DUKE 84

Is it possible to surpass the lore that stemmed from Mike Krzyzewski’s last game in Cameron just four weeks ago? Certainly, if 
not likely. Much like the last matchup, both teams will be firing by the second half and the game will hang in the balance late. UNC’s 
guards have been the heroes all tournament, but Paolo Banchero will flex his muscle and score some tough buckets down the stretch 
to give the Blue Devils the win in an instant classic.     SCORE: UNC 73, DUKE 79

Jeremiah Holloway
Assistant Sports Editor

Hunter Nelson
Assistant Sports Editor

Allie Kelly
University Editor

It’s the last 10 minutes. The last 10 minutes of a basketball game are my favorite to watch — they cement a victory, decide a loss, 
or become the plot twist viewers never saw coming. Saturday’s game will be exciting, stressful and a little bit terrifying through those 
last 10 minutes.  But, off the record, I vote rushing Franklin. I choose ending Coach K’s retirement tour on the sweetest possible note. 
Cheers to Carolina blue confetti and Hubert Davis happy crying on live television.     SCORE: UNC 87, DUKE 84



players “unbelievable.” He is someone who displays an array of emotions on the sidelines, 
spending much of the first four NCAA Tournament games clapping, jumping and yelling.

He isn’t doing it to prove himself, though.
“It’s missionary work,” Davis said after UNC’s Round of 64 win against Marquette.
He’s said that several times over the last few weeks now.
At times, he can sound like a broken record. He can be repetitive with his messages after 

games, often stressing things like “energy, effort and toughness” or “ignoring sideshow 
distractions” or trying to score through “post and penetration.”

But really, it reflects his mentality as a coach and the Tar Heels’ strategy as a team.
Of course, he has never served as a head coach at the collegiate level — let alone at a 

storied program like UNC — but he had a unique familiarity with the players as an assistant 
to Williams for nine years.

The roster going to the Final Four on Saturday is essentially the same as the one 
that went 18-11 just a year ago. Sure, there’s a Brady Manek where there was once 
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Celebrate UNC Champions!
Visit us for your sports memorabilia

store.dailytarheel.com 

DTH/IRA WILDER

Hubert Davis and the UNC men’s basketball team are emotional as they are approached by 
the media, moments after reigning victorious in an Elite Eight game against St. Peter’s on 
Sunday, March 27.

Hubert Davis is showing why he was the right hire

This weekend’s Final Four will feature some 
of the powerhouses of college basketball — and 
along with that, some household names.

Villanova will be led by two-time national 
champion Jay Wright, Kansas by Naismith-
Hall-of-Famer Bill Self and Duke by Mike 
Krzyzewski in his 42nd and final season.

But North Carolina will be represented 
by a man quickly making a case to enter that 
echelon of greats: Hubert Davis.

When Davis was brought on last April, 
the team had gone 32-30 in the previous 
two years  under  the legendar y  Roy 
Williams, who had 903 wins in his careers 
— the third most by a Division I coach. 
Even with the last two seasons in mind, 
Davis couldn’t have asked for bigger shoes 
to fill.

Coaches such as Williams and Dean Smith 
have delivered multiple championship banners 
for North Carolina. Even Bill Guthridge, who 
was at UNC for three short seasons, kept the 
team among the best in the nation.

For UNC men’s basketball, the standards are 
always high and the margin for error is slim.

And for Davis, the first Black head coach 
in the program’s history, pressure has been 
mounting since day one.

Many questioned his ability to lead the Tar 
Heels when he was hired. Expectations were 
high for a North Carolina comeback following 
the struggles of its recent seasons.

With all the initial doubts and skepticism, 
one would think that getting to the Final Four 
would bring great validation and silence all 
the naysayers. 

But none of that matters to Davis. 
He is someone who downplays high profile 

matchups, quotes scripture and calls all of his 

a Garrison Brooks, or a Dontrez Styles 
where there was once a Day’Ron Sharpe. 
But four of the team’s five starters all were 
on the team for that Round of 64 exit to 
Wisconsin in 2021.

This season, it wasn’t certain that North 
Carolina would even make the NCAA 
Tournament. The team lost big twice before 
conference play, the ACC was regarded as a 
weak conference and the team mostly trudged 
through it before March 5.

But on that fateful day, Davis won a lot of 
people over.

The Tar Heels marched into Cameron 
Indoor Stadium and defeated a then-No. 
4 Duke team that had crushed UNC by 20 
points at home just a month before. Davis 
had the team ready to bypass the spectacle 
that was Krzyzewski’s final home game and 
play its own brand of ball.

That has continued throughout the NCAA 
Tournament, as the team has played its best 
basketball of the year.

Wins against the higher-seeded Baylor Bears 
and UCLA Bruins defied an earlier trend of the 
team’s struggles against elite teams.

Though North Carolina was losing its 
luster before Davis took over, he’s brought the 
team back to the biggest stage in his own way.

He’s exceeded expectations in his first 
year, making it further than the Mark Fews 
and the John Caliparis of the coaching 
world and still competing for a national 
championship. He’s taken the Tar Heels 
the farthest they’ve been in the tournament 
since 2017.

In the end, Davis just needed time to figure 
things out. His in-game rotations and coaching 
strategies have clicked at the perfect time.

Regardless of how he’s gotten to this point, 
he made it.

With all that’s transpired, it feels like 
Davis has been at the helm for longer 
than 11 months. But with what the team’s 
accomplishing so far, he certainly will be.

Twitter: @jerem11ah

Jeremiah Holloway
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@
dailytarheel.com

COLUMN
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2017 national champion Kennedy Meeks speaks on the 
Tar Heels’ appearance in the Final Four

In 2017, with less than 20 seconds left in the national 
title game, senior forward Kennedy Meeks blocked a float-
er attempted by Gonzaga star Nigel Williams-Goss. With 
the help of this critical play, UNC would go on to win their 
sixth national title, defeating Gonzaga 71-65.

Daily Tar Heel senior writer Shelby Swanson sat down 
with Meeks to talk about his tournament experience as 
a Tar Heel, as well as his advice to this year’s UNC team 
ahead of the Final Four.

This interview has been edited for brevity and clarity.

THE DAILY TAR HEEL: To start, I just wanted to ask, are 
you excited for this weekend? What are your general 
thoughts on this UNC vs. Duke matchup?

KENNEDY MEEKS: I think that us playing Duke is the most 
exciting part about all of this. Us having the chance to 
beat them definitely would solidify Coach (Hubert) Davis’ 
first year as a head coach. I mean, he’s already solidified 
it, but that would really stamp it. I think that it’s a chance 
for our school to have the bragging rights for a very, very, 
very long time. I’m looking forward to watching the game.

DTH: One of March Madness’ most beloved qualities is that 
truly anything can happen. UNC made it to the Final Four 
this year as an No. 8 seed, and when you won the title in 
2017 you were a No. 1 seed. How much do you think the 
ranking of teams and seeds matters come March?

KM: Oh, I don’t think the seeds matter at all. Of course, 
being the No. 1 seed is an honor. It’s like a trophy in 
itself because of how you played in the season before the 

tournament. It’s still important, but those Cinderella 
stories happen every year. It’s kind of expected at this 
point, honestly. I’m not saying that our story was a 
Cinderella story, but (UNC) being the eighth seed and 
taking care of business and getting to the Final Four, it 
shocked a lot of people. Not so much us as former players 
and fans, but a lot of other people were shocked. It’s pretty 
cool to see. I know how hard those guys have worked to 
get to this point. So no, I don’t think the rankings matter.

DTH: Armando Bacot said in a recent press conference 
that commentary about the team being “soft” earlier in 
the year “pissed us all off.” As a player did you have any 
experiences where, similar to that, hearing a comment 
like that really motivated you?

KM: I think that’s what makes sports what it is. That’s a part 
of the game. It comes with all of the success and notoriety we 
get for just playing the game of basketball. I think that with 
my team we definitely saw comments, we definitely saw what 
reporters were saying when we would lose games we weren’t 
supposed to, or talking bad about our coach. It gave us fuel to 
keep pushing and, no matter what, stay together as a team.

DTH: You were a member of the 2016 and 2017 UNC 
teams that made it to the Final Four, can you describe 
the emotions involved in competing in the Final Four? 

KM: The pressure’s at an all-time high. When you’re at 
those final four games, it’s a lot of sleepless nights. It’s 
a lot of pressure. You have your family there, you have 
fans from all over the world coming to see you. You’re 
playing at a football stadium. The pressure is really on 
and you have to show up and show out. Sometimes you 
do and sometimes you don’t. In 2016, even though we 
had really had a chance to win that game, it wasn’t meant 
for us to win that year. The whole redemption story we 
had led us to the Final Four the following year and led 

DTH FILE/ALEX KORMANN
UNC forward Kennedy Meeks (3) embraces assistant coach Sean May after 
defeating Gonzaga , 71-65, in the NCAA men’s basketball championship in 
Phoenix, Ariz., on April 3, 2017. 

us to a victory.

DTH: What was the mentality shift like for you guys in the 2016-2017 season?

KM: That summer, before that year, we all came back early, we all put the work 
in, and we all head each other accountable. That whole time our main goal 
was to get redemption for Brice (Johnson), Marcus (Paige) and Joel (James), 
those guys who didn’t get a chance to experience victory at the last game of 
their senior season. That’s really what it was about, winning for ourselves, our 
former teammates, our coach, the fans and our families. It was important for 
us to at least give ourselves a chance again, like we had the year before.

DTH: What do you remember about your block in the closing seconds of the 
2017 National Championship game against Gonzaga?

KM:  You wouldn’t believe it, but it was really a blur. It was a reaction play. 
People ask me about the timing of the shot — I just played basketball and it 
just so happened to come to me at the right time and I made the play. The 
thing that I’m most proud about is getting the steal after that. But it was 
one of those times where I knew basketball was for me, by that shot that I 
blocked, because it was definitely an important part of the game. 

DTH: Could you describe that moment cutting down the net in 2017 and what 
that was like? 

KM: It was surreal to look out in the stands and see all the celebrities, your family 
and people that you grew up watching see you play. When you’re on that ladder, 
looking out, you feel like you’re on top of the world. You feel like everything that 
you’ve worked for has paid off. Even though college isn’t the end of our careers, 
it’s the end of our college career, and it’s a bittersweet moment to end it that way.

THE DAILY TAR HEEL: Coach Davis has emphasized the importance throughout 
this postseason of wanting his players to make memories, what are some of 
your favorite Final Four memories both on and off the court? 

KM: The bus ride to the gym before our Final Four practice was definitely 
memorable. We were on the bus playing music and everyone was excited and 
dancing. We were just taking in the moment as seniors. And for our teammates 
to see us happy and back to where we needed to be, just meant the world to us. 

DTH FILE/NATHAN KILMA
UNC forward Kennedy Meeks (3) blocks a lay up attempt during the NCAA Championship against Gonzaga in Phoenix, 
Ariz., on April 3, 2017.

Q&A:

Twitter: @shelbymswanson

By Shelby Swanson
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com
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Tar Heels climb the ladder and advance

DTH/IRA WILDER
UNC senior forward Leaky Black cuts the net after North Carolina’s NCAA Tournament 69-49 victory against St. Peter’s 
in Philadelphia, Pa., on Sunday, March 27.

PHILADELPHIA — After four 
years, Leaky Black climbed the ladder.

He approached it slowly — the whole 
team took its time. After the handshake 
line, head coach Hubert Davis cried. 
Players donned Carolina Blue T-shirts 
that read “Cut the Nets.” They threw 

on gray hats with “Final Four” written 
across them. They danced and laughed 
and raised their arms to a crowd of 
UNC fans migrating to the Wells Fargo 
Center’s lower bowl.

Then, with celebrations done, tears 
turned to smiles and reality set in.

Black stepped on the ladder and 
cut down a small piece of the net. For 
the first time in his career, there was 
a reason to cut one down.

The North Carolina men’s basketball 
team defeated St. Peter’s, 69-49, on 
Sunday, earning a trip to New Orleans 
for the Final Four.

“His energy and his passion, his 

love for this program and this team,” 
Davis said of his veteran Tar Heel. 
“He’s not someone that talks a lot, but 
by his actions he’s a leader.”

First to climb the ladder was Black, 
who has spent four years in Chapel Hill 
playing for every sort of UNC team: the 
dominant No. 1 seed, the ACC bottom-
feeder, the bubble dwellers and first-
round loser and now, the Cinderella.

Then, there was Armando Bacot, 
who came to Chapel Hill a vaunted 
five-star expected to help revitalize 
losses from the previous year’s team. 
Things didn’t go to plan, and his three 
years had been spent straddling the 

bubble and scrapping for the hope of a 
moment like this.

Then there were Caleb Love, RJ 
Davis and Brady Manek, who have all 
spent their short UNC careers on teams 
that seemed to be drifting further away 
from the typical success that comes 
with wearing the blue words “North 
Carolina” across their chests.

But on Sunday, each of them took 
turns climbing the ladder.

“Me and Armando, it’s been a 
roller coaster the last couple years,” 
Black said. “Pretty much been 
laughed at on social media. It feels 
good to get the last laugh right here, 
but we’re not done yet.”

It’s difficult to say a program coming 
off an NCAA Tournament appearance 
and four years removed from a national 
championship could be reeling, but for 
the lofty expectations placed on UNC 
— a program that passed Kentucky 
for most NCAA Tournament wins on 
Sunday — the last few years have not 
met the usual standard.

Less than a year ago, Hall of Fame 
coach Roy Williams retired, stars left 
the program and Hubert Davis took the 
reins at his alma mater as a first-time 
head coach. Just two weeks ago, as UNC 
entered the tournament as a No. 8 seed, 
this year looked like it wouldn’t be much 
different from the previous two.

Davis has said throughout the 
season that his goal with this team was 
to give them the experiences he had at 
UNC — among them, a trip to the Final 
Four in his junior year.

On Sunday, improbably, his players 
climbed the ladder and cut down the 
net in celebration as he had done 
himself 31 years prior.

“This season is giving these guys 
an opportunity to see what hard 
work does, perseverance, resilience, 
togetherness,” Davis said. “To see their 

smiles, to see how happy they are, to see 
the tears of joy at the end of the game 
on the floor and in the locker room is 
something that you’ll remember for the 
rest of your life.”

For Bacot, despite the lopsided 
nature of the entire game, the 
realization of just what the Tar Heels 
accomplished didn’t set in until the 
final moments of the contest.

“It means everything,” he said. 
“People kind of pushed North Carolina 
to the side and said how we were done 
and all of this and that. I’m just so glad 
to make it to the Final Four finally and 
cement myself. We’re not done yet.”

To Bacot’s point, the Tar Heels are still 
two wins away from hanging another 
banner from the rafters. What lies ahead 
is one of the most significant games in 
UNC history.

For the first time, the Tar Heels will 
face Duke in the NCAA Tournament. 
If they win, it will be head coach Mike 
Krzyzewski’s final game. If they lose, 
Duke will be one win away from tying 
UNC with six national championships.

It might be strange that this team — 
that a month ago sat squarely on the 
tournament bubble and is helmed by a 
coach not named Smith or Williams — 
will be the one to play in such a game. 

But UNC earned its trip to New 
Orleans. After three years of suffering, 
the Tar Heels have climbed the ladder 
once. If they find themselves climbing 
again on Monday night — well, Davis 
isn’t quite ready to talk about that yet.

“Next week is next week,” he said. 
“I don’t want to think about next 
week and lose the moment of today. 
There’s so much joy and there’s so 
much happiness and thankfulness and 
appreciation. I want to stay there.”
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You’ll always see it’s a #GDTBATH when you follow along with us on social, @UNCGAA.

Let’s Go Heels

ELITE EIGHT

UNC defeated St. Peters 
on Sunday, punching its 

ticket to New Orleans 

Twitter: @zachycrain

By Zachary Crain
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com
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Start the Presses: A DTH annual giving campaign

Jennifer Abella
UNC class of 2000

Copy/production chief
The Washington Post Magazine

My long 
nights at 

The Daily Tar 
Heel taught me 
the fundamentals 
of journalism 
and leadership -- and helped 
me realize how much I love 
copy editing. The DTH keeps 
students informed and serves 
as a watchdog over town and 
university officials. In doing 
so it also helps shape young 
journalists into the newsroom 
leaders of tomorrow. It’s 
imperative that we support 
the DTH in those endeavors.

Rob Nelson, ‘00
Anchor/Reporter WABC-TV

Feb. 24, 2018
The Carolina Inn
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Start the Presses
Help us Start the Presses 

for the 2019-20 publishing 
year with your tax deductible 
donation to DTH Media Corp.

2018-19126 YEARS OF SERVING UNC STUDENTS AND THE UNIVERSITY

Press on.

It would be easy for us 
at The Daily Tar Heel to 
be panicked, or discour-
aged, or anxious. So much 

is uncertain in journalism and here at UNC.
But we aren’t. We see opportunity instead of 

fear.  We plan to face the barrage of instability 
with resolution, optimism and creativity. 

The DTH will build on its excellent legacy 
in providing real-world journalism experience 
and education to students. But we’re teaching 
student journalists more than just how to tell 

a good story. We’re showing them that, despite 
what they’ve been told, the news industry is not 
untrustworthy or doomed. It’s evolving, and so 
is the DTH.

We’re going to build on that legacy without 
being bound to tradition, with a focus on lis-
tening to our readers while building communi-
ty and a shared, inclusive culture and meeting 
information needs that are certain to evolve as 
well.

A few examples of our experiments from the 
last year: In the absence of a publication serv-

ing only full-time Orange County residents, the 
DTH filled that gap by introducing a weekly 
email newsletter with robust coverage of issues 
the community cares about. When we discov-
ered how widespread anxiety over the first-year 
experience is among incoming UNC students, 
the DTH created a Facebook group for those 
students. It provided everything from curated 
content to in-person campus tours so we could 
help ease those fears.

And it’s not just the newsroom — the stu-

We’re building the future of news, one story at a time

TRADITION AND TRANSFORMATION 

Press on.

By Maddy Arrowood
Editor in Chief

See EVOLVING, Page 2

The Daily Tar 
Heel has 

been an incredible 
training ground 
for many student 
journalists over 
the years, including myself. 
I’m happy to support the 
newsroom as it continues 
to develop future voices in 
our industry and cover the 
university and beyond in a way 
that’s unique and important.

April Bethea
UNC Class of 2004 

National homepage editor
The Washington Post

I wouldn’t be 
where I am 

today without 
my Daily Tar 
Heel experience, 
and I believe it’s 
important to pay it forward. I 
can’t imagine a UNC without 
a DTH, and I believe it’s 
important for those of us who 
benefitted from that experience 
to do what we can to protect 
and preserve an essential 
source of news for our beloved 
Carolina community.

Robyn Tomlin
Class of 1996

Executive Editor and 
Carolinas Regional Editor,

The News & Observer | The Herald-Sun
McClatchy Carolinas

The first year of the Start the 
Presses annual giving campaign was 
a huge success. DTH alumni and 
friends kickstarted the publishing 
year with their generous, well-timed 
donations and kept our cash flow 
positive at challenging times.

It’s time to do it again. 
The 2019-20 Start the Presses 

campaign starts July 1. We invite you 
to renew your donation in the first 
quarter and get the new year off to a 
strong start.

 Why give to the DTH?
Every day, our student journalists 

are doing more than learning how to 
be leaders, coworkers and journalists.

They’re listening to our readers 
and learning how to meet their 
information needs. Every day, every 
story, they’re figuring out the future 
of news. 

How your donations help: 
■ Donations help cover student 
stipends, which make working at 
the DTH a viable option for students 
regardless of financial situation. 
■ Donations keep our operations 
going during difficult cash flow 
periods, such as August, September 
and January.
■ Donations allow the DTH to 
innovate as advertising revenues 
decline.

You can donate three ways: 
1. Returning the enclosed
donation card
2. Giving online to The Daily Tar 

Heel at StartThePresses.org.
3. Giving through UNC at http://

bit.ly/DTHfund

The Start the Presses Society

More than 700 people supported 
independent student journalism 
at UNC in 2018-19. More than 600 
people gave less than $125, and 
many were current students and 
recent graduates.

Support us again this year, and 
become a member of the Start the 
Presses Society, a group dedicated to 
building skeptical, smart, innovative 
student journalists at UNC and in 
Chapel Hill. This year, and every year.

Visit dailytarheel.com/
StartThePressesSociety starting 
on July 1 to see a list of supporters 
giving for the second straight year.

Annual Report 2018-19

• Exclusive discounts in our online store

• Behind the scenes looks into our 
reporting process 

• Members-only events about topics that 
matter to you 

… and more!

Join the

Start the 
Presses Society

 for

startthepresses.org

Support independent, student-led 
journalism by becoming a member of the 

Start the Presses Society!

Honor your UNC 
graduate in 

Keepsake
Graduation Guide

dailytarheel.com/graduation

Hurry, early bird deadline is Friday, April 1st
(no joke!)

RESTAURANTS | LOCAL BUSINESSES

Students stake out spots to watch game

On Wednesday morning, a line of 
people wrapped around the Starbucks 
on Franklin Street — all waiting to 
reserve a table at Sup Dogs.

Some of them had been camping 
out by the restaurant starting Tuesday 
night in hopes of securing a spot to 
watch UNC’s Final Four matchup 
against Duke on Saturday.

Sup Dogs began taking reservations 
at 10:30 a.m. and ran out of tables that 
same morning.

“People were lined up starting 
(Tuesday) night at dinner,” Bret 
Oliverio, owner of the restaurant, 
said. “They brought tents and 
sleeping bags.”

Like Sup Dogs, many bars and 

restaurants on Franklin Street are 
only seating people with reservations 
the night of the UNC-Duke game, 
anticipating high demand for tables.

At Sup Dogs, reservations cost $30 
per seat per table. In addition, there 
was a $40 minimum spend per person.

The reservations last until “UNC 
BEATS DUKE and we rush Franklin 
Street,” the restaurant said in its 
announcement.

“We wanted to do reservations 
in-person to give UNC students the 
first crack at getting a table rather than 
alumni or UNC fans from out of town,” 
Oliverio said.

UNC junior Will Palazzolo and 
his roommates had originally not 
planned to go to Sup Dogs until 
Wednesday morning.

But, when they heard people were 
already camping out at the restaurant, 

the decision wasn’t a hard one to make.
“We were like, ‘You know what? 

Let’s just do it,’” Palazzolo said. “So, 
we got some snacks and drove down.”

Palazzolo brought a tent with three 
pillows, a blanket, a sleeping bag and 
a sleeping pad in tow. Others in line 
slept on chairs outside.

In the end, Palazzolo’s group was 
able to make a reservation.

Despite the guidelines Sup Dogs 
had created for reservations, Oliverio 
said people were willing to offer more.

“I had a guy email me an offer of 
$1,000 to save him a table because he 
wasn’t local,” Oliverio said. “But in the 
spirit of being fair, I turned it down.”

The competition for reservations 
was carried throughout restaurants 
near UNC’s campus.

Graduate student Lauren Bates 
and her fiancé tried to make an online 

reservation at Top of the Hill on 
Monday. At the restaurant, which sits 
just above the intersection of Franklin 
and Columbia streets, reservations for a 
table of four were $160 and reservations 
for a table of six were $240.

“We logged on to the website right 
at noon, and we had a table in our 
cart, but we didn’t type in our credit 
card information fast enough,” Bates 
said. “So before it even hit 12:01, we 
lost the table.”

After being unable to get a table at 
Top of the Hill, Bates called Linda’s 
Bar and Grill, Four Corners Grille and 
Carolina Brewery, only to find that 
none of them took reservations over 
the phone.

In the end, she was able to reserve 
a table at Italian Pizzeria III with a 
group of fellow doctoral students. The 
table was $155.

Bates said while the short notice 
from restaurants was frustrating 
while trying to make a reservation, she 
recognized the difficulty in navigating 
an event like Saturday’s historic Final 
Four matchup.

“I’m sure that they’re all just 
trying to do their best,” she said. 
“But it’s definitely stressful being a 
student trying to get a table in this 
town this week.”

Oliverio said he is excited for Sup 
Dogs to be a part of a memorable 
college experience.

“I don’t think anything’s bigger 
than Duke versus UNC for a trip to 
the national championship,” he said. 
“Watching the game and storming 
Franklin Street — it’s a once-in-a-
lifetime college memory.”

By Sarah Choi
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @sarahchxi

DTH/ CAROLINE BITTENBENDER
North Carolina fans camped out at Sup Dogs into the morning of Wednesday, March 30 to secure a reservation for 
the Final Four game against Duke.

DTH/ CAROLINE BITTENBENDER
Bethel Belayneh, Morgan Quinn, Alisha Burkhardt, Jason Manning and 
Meredith Cone share a laugh at Linda’s trivia night on Wednesday, March 30. 
Reservations at Linda’s for the Final Four game closed on March 30.



Here’s how the Tar Heels made their historic run to the Final Four

DTH/IRA WILDER
UNC senior forward Leaky Black (1) hypes up sophomore guard Caleb Love (2) during the regional semifinals of the NCAA 
Tournament in Philadelphia, Pa., on Friday, March 25. UNC won 73-66, and Love set a career high in points.

A lookback on Hubert Davis’ first season as North Carolina head coach
forward Cole Swider’s monster 36 points. And what’s more — in that stretch, the Tar Heels 
played exactly how they had to.

Sophomore guard Caleb Love scored 21 points to help lead the Tar Heels past Swider’s 
Orange. Graduate transfer forward Brady Manek lit up the Orange for 22, going 50 percent 
from beyond the 3-point line. Senior forward Leaky Black’s tough defense held Syracuse 
leading scorer Buddy Boeheim to just 14 points on 5-13 shooting.

Just when they needed to, the pieces were falling into place.
To extend its win streak to five games, North Carolina faced off against Duke in Mike 

Krzyzewski’s final game at Cameron Indoor Stadium that featured nearly 100 former 
Duke players in attendance.

Yet, the Tar Heels played spoiled the festivities and fanfare, winning 94-81 to propel 
themselves into a safe space in the NCAA Tournament field.

Tip-toeing to the Big Easy

This year, “March Madness” has been an understatement.
Following a 95-63 first-round thrashing of Marquette, the No. 8 seed Tar Heels squared 

off against the defending national champions, the Baylor Bears. With just over 10 minutes 
to go, North Carolina held a commanding 25-point lead, but graduate forward Brady 
Manek was disqualified on a flagrant-2 foul.

The Bears came clawing back, forcing overtime against the undermanned Tar Heels. 
But in the end, UNC didn’t back down.

On the first possession of overtime, first-year forward Dontrez Styles elevated for a 
3-point attempt late in the shot clock.

Knockdown. 
Looking like a seasoned veteran, Styles canned the biggest shot of his young career and 

helped UNC fend off Baylor in overtime.
The next game was equally electric. This time, Caleb Love was the hero.
In the waning minutes of a back-and-forth affair against UCLA, Love drained 

two 3-point shots to put the Tar Heels up for good. The first make came after Bacot 
jumped for a loose ball and heaved it backward to Love, who knocked down the 
game-tying shot.

That score was just the exclamation point on a critical 30-point game from Love 
against the Bruins, scoring six 3-pointers and more than doubling the highest-
scoring Tar Heel’s total, which was Bacot with 14.

Rolling into the regional final, North Carolina squared off against the Cinderella 
story of the tournament: the No. 15 seed St. Peter’s Peacocks. In a 69-49 UNC rout, 
the Tar Heels sent the Peacocks home. Though Love wasn’t as hot, it was a 20-point, 
22-rebound double-double from Bacot that showcased the dominance the Tar Heels 
are capable of displaying.

And with that dominant victory, the label of Cinderella team was passed on to UNC, 
as the Tar Heels have tiptoed their way — in their Jordan slippers — to New Orleans with 
one goal in mind:

Hanging another banner.
“I really wanted this for them,” Davis said after defeating the Peacocks. “I just desperately 

wanted this for them. I love these guys so much. They trusted me in my first year, they 
allowed me to coach them and allowed me to be in their life. I’m here because of them.”

“I love these guys so much. They trusted me in my first year, they allowed me to 
coach them and allowed me to be in their life. I’m here because of them.”

Hubert Davis
UNC men’s basketball head coach

DTH/ABIGAIL PITTMAN
Junior forward Armando Bacot (5) leaps up 
to defend the basket against Cam Hayes 
(3) during North Carolina’s rivalry matchup 
versus N.C. State on Feb. 26 in PNC Arena in 
Raleigh. The Tar Heels won 84-74.

DTH/SAMUEL LONG
UNC sophomore guard RJ Davis (4) goes for a rebound during a game against 
Virginia Tech on Monday, Jan. 24. UNC won 78-68. 

DTH/CALLI WESTRA
Head coach Hubert Davis instructs his players during a game against Georgia 
Tech on Saturday, Jan. 15, 2022. 

DTH/CYNTHIA LIU
Graduate forward Brady Manek (45) fights for the ball during UNC men’s basketball’s game against Florida State on 
Saturday, Feb. 12. The Tar Heels won, 94-74, in the Dean E. Smith Center.

DTH/ABIGAIL PITTMAN
UNC sophomore guard Puff Johnson (14) in 
play during UNC’s rivalry game against NC 
State on Saturday, Feb. 26. UNC won 84-74.
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DTH/IRA WILDER
UNC senior forward Leaky Black (1) hypes up sophomore guard Caleb Love (2) during the regional semifinals of the NCAA 
Tournament in Philadelphia, Pa., on Friday, March 25. UNC won 73-66, and Love set a career high in points.

A lookback on Hubert Davis’ first season as North Carolina head coach
By Evan Rogers

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Two games, 80 minutes. That’s all that stands between North Carolina and raising 
a seventh NCAA championship banner.

About a month ago, the aforementioned statement seemed nearly impossible. Fast 
forward to now, and the Tar Heels are preparing for one of the most anticipated 
matchups of the Tobacco Road Rivalry: a Final Four clash against Duke.

The primetime bout marks the blue bloods’ first-ever meeting in the NCAA 
Tournament and sits as a fitting pit stop — or exit — to a season’s road that’s been 
anything but linear for UNC.

Here’s a look at UNC’s path to the national semifinal.

The winter worries

Back in November, everything seemed aligned for a smooth transition for first-year 
head coach Hubert Davis. More experience at the guard position, timely transfers and 
an elite centerpiece in Armando Bacot helped the Tar Heels earn a top-20 ranking in 
the preseason.

Early on, the Tar Heels took care of inferior opponents, vaulting to No. 18 heading 
into their first true tests of the season. But the early magic ran out, as North Carolina 
dropped contests against ranked opponents Purdue and Tennessee.

And so, the early winter worries began.
In just two games, UNC plunged out of the top 25, and cries of a lack of effort began 

to flutter amongst the Tar Heel faithful. Soon, those cries became shouts.  
Losses to Kentucky, Miami and Wake Forest came by an average of 26 points and 

seemed to follow the same script — North Carolina got punched early in games and 
never responded.

That script was reciprocated in the season’s first bout against Duke. The Blue Devils 
sprang to an early 11-point lead and never looked back to blow out UNC by 20 points. 
In a game that was never competitive, the Tar Heels booked themselves a first-class 
ticket to the NCAA Tournament bubble.

Bursting through the bubble

No team has its eyes set on the bubble, as the heightened stakes of each game create 
an ongoing pressure that looms over a team until the bubble eventually bursts.

The only way to escape is to win games.
So, the Tar Heels did just, winning seven of their last eight regular season games. The 

only confounding moment was a mid-February upset loss to Pittsburgh, where Bacot was 
thoroughly out-defended and out-muscled by Panthers forward John Hugley.

No team can be perfect, of course, but after that loss brought them ever so close to 
the bubble’s edge, the Tar Heels sure tried their damndest to be.

What that resulted in was a four-game win streak in late February that featured a gritty 
65-57 win at Virginia Tech and a thrilling 88-79 victory over Syracuse, in spite of Orange 

“I love these guys so much. They trusted me in my first year, they allowed me to 
coach them and allowed me to be in their life. I’m here because of them.”

Hubert Davis
UNC men’s basketball head coach

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNC ATHLETICS/MAGGIE HOBSON
UNC transfer forward Dawson Garcia (13) 
goes up for a shot against Purdue on 
Saturday, Nov. 20. UNC lost 93-84. 

DTH/ASHLYN RHYNE
UNC sophomore guard Kerwin Walton (24) 
opens a possession during a game against UNC 
Asheville on Tuesday, Nov. 23. UNC won 72-53.

DTH/CAROLINE BITTENBENDER
UNC sophomore guard Caleb Love (2) passes a defender and goes for a layup during a game against Brown on 
Friday, Nov. 12. UNC defeated Brown, 94-87. 

DTH/SAURYA ACHARYA
UNC junior forward Justin McKoy (22) prepares to pass the ball during a game 
against Boston College on Wednesday, Jan. 26,. UNC won 58-47.
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BOOK NOW
CHAPEL HILL

COLUMN

Tar Heels, thanks for making me look like an idiot

DTH/IRA WILDER

Let me preface all of this by saying 
— as a sportswriter, I pride myself on 
my journalistic integrity.

For as long as I’ve been at The 
Daily Tar Heel, I’ve regarded UNC 
sports as a “they”, not a “we”. I’ve 
found that, in order for me to do my 
job as best I can, it helps to distance 
myself from the traditional throes of 
Tar Heel fandom. I never cheer or 
root for any UNC team as loudly or 
unabashedly as anyone else, and my 
friends often mock me for being a 
supposed UNC “hater”.

Of course, I know the truth — 
I’m not a hater, I’m a journalist. 
I live and die by what I write and 
how I interpret the things I watch, 
and bias can affect that. That’s 
why you’ ll rarely see me making 
wild claims about a Tar Heel team 
being better than I think they are, 
or yelling “GDTBATH!” at the top 
of my lungs. I can’t let that fandom 
seep into my writing.

With all that being said — Hubert 
Davis, from the bottom of my heart, 
thank you and your squad for making 
me look like an idiot.

When this season began, never 
in the most fantastic corners of my 
imagination did I think that these 
Tar Heels could make it to New 
Orleans. I didn’t even think that 
was a controversial opinion. A first-
year head coach, three new transfer 
players to replace two dynamic 
departing big men and all on the 

heels of a first-round blowout 
loss to Wisconsin in last year’s 
tournament. What was I supposed 
to think, that a Final Four run was 
on the way?

Many of my friends, though, 
vociferously disagreed with me. They 
saw potential, energy and a dynamic 
new edge to this squad that made 

them different, unpredictable. They 
saw something I clearly didn’t see. 
And they proved me wrong.

I thought Marquette might give 
the Tar Heels a game. I was wrong. 
I thought Baylor or UCLA would 
overpower them. I was wrong. Hell, 
I thought the St. Peter’s Peacocks’ 
storybook run had a chance to reach 

the Big Easy. Well … I was wrong.
And now, after showing me just 

how wrong I could be and reaching 
their first Final Four since 2017, all 
I can really say to the Tar Heels is: 
thank you.

Thanks to this team’s improbable 
run, I now get to jump in a car with 
two of my closest friends and drive 

halfway across the country to report 
on what is undoubtedly the biggest 
event I have ever covered. This is 
UNC-Duke, the greatest rivalry in 
college basketball, for the first time 
ever in the NCAA Tournament, in 
the Final Four no less, in a 70,000-
seat stadium — and I’ll be there for 
every second of it.

And it’s all because I was so 
incredibly wrong about this team.

Sure, that wrongness has led to 
jeers from my friends in group chats 
and my peers in classes whenever 
they ask me what I think about 
how UNC might fare in this or that 
game. I’ve heard “Told you so!” or 
“Would ya look at that?” more times 
than I’d care to admit this season. 
I’m not going to pretend it’s fun 
being wrong — but, I mean, it could 
be worse.

As a sports writer, of course I live 
and die by what I write, but I also 
live and die by this team. My stories 
are only as good as the stories they 
tell on the court. Wherever this team 
goes, my staff and I go.

It just so happens that, in light of 
my impeccable streak of bad takes, 
“wherever this team goes” turned 
out to be the Caesars Superdome 
for the Final Four of the NCAA 
Tournament. And hey, wherever this 
team goes, I go.

Again, I’m not a fan. On Saturday 
night, I won’t be rooting for the 
Tar Heels, even in one of the most 
important games in the history of the 
storied Tobacco Road rivalry. But I 
will be there, and it’s only because of 
this team. For that, Tar Heels, I am 
so grateful.

And for my sake, I wouldn’t mind 
if you kept proving the world wrong.

“I now get to jump in a car with two of my closest friends and drive halfway across 
the country to report on what is undoubtedly the biggest event I have ever covered.” 

PJ Morales
DTH Sports Editor

Twitter: @pjdaman12

PJ Morales
Sports Editor

sports@
dailytarheel.com

UNC sophomore guard Caleb Love (2) makes a pass during the regional semifinals of the NCAA Tournament against 
UCLA in Philadelphia, Pa., on Friday, March 25. UNC won 73-66.
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LABEL HEAD GOES HEREYE

Forty years after Jordan’s shot: 

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNC LIBRARY/HUGH MORTONPHOTO COURTESY OF UNC ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS

UNC looks to create new memories in New Orleans

“If you get it, knock it in, Michael.”
With under a minute left to play in the 1982 national championship game, one 

of Georgetown’s most prolific scorers, Eric “Sleepy” Floyd, made a shot that gave his 
team a one-point lead over North Carolina. 

A timeout by UNC head coach Dean Smith with 32 seconds remaining led to 
one of the most famous quotes of his career, when he told first-year shooting guard 
Michael Jordan that UNC’s possession might fall into his hands.

As the score sat at 62-61 in the Hoyas’ favor, the established Tar Heel duo of Sam 
Perkins and James Worthy stayed under the basket as point guard Jimmy Black 
handled the ball.

Little did they know the legends that would surround the game’s last moments — 
legends still told by Tar Heel fans today.

Second by second, the clock ticked to 15, and breaths stopped across the country as the 
ball left Black’s hands to find Jordan wide open on the left wing. In the blink of an eye, the 
ball soared through the air to meet the net as the Louisiana Superdome erupted with the 
cheers of thousands.

With that shot, Jordan made the score 63-62, and after a sloppy Georgetown 
turnover, Worthy snatched the ball — and with it, the Hoyas’ national championship 
dreams. 

At the end of regulation, Worthy finished with a game high of 28 points, which 
soon would reflect his offensive dominance with the Los Angeles Lakers and 
throughout his NBA career.

Although the competition between the game’s two dynamic first-years — Jordan 
and Georgetown’s Patrick Ewing — was highly anticipated in this game, the marquee 
matchup was between Gastonia natives Worthy and Floyd. In the near future, both of 
these duos would go on to compete professionally against each other and use what they 
learned from their college days to influence their personalities on and off the court.

And yet, even with such a star-studded North Carolina team, perhaps the Tar 
Heels’ most significant figure was Smith himself.

As the preseason’s No. 1 team that defended the rank for nine of 14 regular-season 
weeks, North Carolina displayed its strength and potential. But whispers of doubt still 
filled the air. Before this game, the UNC basketball program had only one national 
championship from 1957.

Smith, who had been the head coach for 20 years, appeared in a total of six Final 
Fours, but had never cut down the final net.

While Jordan’s game-winning shot and the team’s championship win were significant 
moments in 1982, the lore they have in Chapel Hill still exists. Not only did this title win 
bring home Smith’s first of two national championships, but it allowed UNC to gain the 
recognition it had been seeking for decades.

Forty years later, after a much different season that saw the Tar Heels crawl into 
the postseason as an eight seed, the team finds itself in a very similar place.

North Carolina was unranked coming into the 2022 NCAA Tournament, and few 
believed that the Tar Heels would reach their 21st Final Four and still be playing in April. 
But behind budding chemistry and the teachings of first-year head coach Hubert Davis — 
who became the second Division I coach reach the Final Four as a head coach and player 
at the same school —  the team has defied all odds.

New Orleans has been the stage for two of North Carolina’s six national 
championships to date. And on Saturday, the Tar Heels will return to shoot for 
a seventh.

By Abigail Keller
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

DTH FILE/ALLEN DEAN STEELE
Michael Jordan’s 16-foot jumper won the 1982 national championship game against Georgetown in New Orleans, La.

Head coach Dean Smith, backed by assistant coaches Roy Williams and Eddie Fogler, instructs his team during 
the 1982 NCAA final against Georgetown in New Orleans, La.

Michael Jordan helps cut down the nets after the 1982 NCAA National 
Championship in New Orleans, La. 

Twitter: @dthsports
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Who is dueling the Devils? A look into UNC’s crew 



Good luck in New Orleans, 
Tar Heels!



Final Four PreviewFriday, April 1, 2022 The Daily Tar Heel16
FINAL FOUR TICKETS

UNC students head to New Orleans

As he prepares to go to New Orleans, 
sophomore Adam Castiller will pack at 
least two things in his suitcase: a bright 
blue wig and a lab coat.

Castiller, a biomedical engineering 
major, will attend the UNC men’s 
basketball team’s Final Four matchup 
against Duke on Saturday night at the 
Caesars Superdome.

The wig and coat are essential pieces 
for Castiller’s planned game attire: a 
costume inspired by Rick, a character 
on the TV show “Rick and Morty.”

‘I just got a ticket’ 

The student ticket lottery for the 
Final Four game opened on Sunday. 
Students who won the lottery were 
required to pay a $40 fee for their 
ticket, as well as find their own travel 
and housing accommodations in New 
Orleans, for the opportunity to watch 
the Final Four game in person.

Blaise Coen, a junior studying 
biology and global studies, said she 
didn’t expect to receive a ticket.

“I found out because I was hanging 
out with my girlfriend and she was like, 
‘I just got a ticket,’ and I was like, ‘That’s 
insane,’ so I checked and I was like, ‘Oh 
my god, I got one too,”’ Coen said.

The odds that both she and her 
girlfriend would get a ticket were 
ridiculous, Coen said. She said they 
began to scream and jump up and 
down at the news.

Sophomore business major Virginia 
York said that before the Final Four 
ticket lottery, she hadn’t won a ticket in 
any other basketball lottery this season.

So when she opened the email 
saying that she had received a ticket, 
she didn’t believe it.

“At first I thought it was a mistake 
because I never win at anything,” 
York said.

After the initial excitement of 
receiving a ticket, students quickly had 
to find lodging and travel plans. 

By Jade Neptune
Senior Writer

university@dailytarheel.com
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Like York and Castiller, Coen and 
her girlfriend decided they would drive 
to New Orleans on Friday due to the 
expensive price of plane tickets. But 
finding housing was still a challenge, 
Coen said.

Student Body President Lamar 
Richards announced on Tuesday 
that Student Government would 
be offering an opportunity to select 
students to get assistance with lodging 
and travel to the game.

Student Government covered the 
expenses of lodging for some students 
with the support of a donation from 
Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz, Richards 
said in the campuswide email.

Participating students — who had to 
have won a lottery game ticket — are 
responsible for covering the cost of their 
bus ticket to and from New Orleans  at 
a cost of $396.48 per person. 

‘Just take it all in’

As students prepare for travel 
to New Orleans, anticipation and 
nerves are building.

“ M y  r o o m m a t e  i s  s u p e r 
superstitious, and she suggested I 
wear exactly what I wore the last time 
we beat Duke,” York said.

Castiller said he has superstitious 
beliefs of his own that are influencing 
the way he is packing ahead of his trip.

He said he may not bring UNC 
apparel because he has watched every 
tournament game so far without it.

“Just live in the present, I mean, 
don’t be too nervous about it,” Castiller 
said. “Just take it all in.”

He said he will cherish this moment.
“Like, when is the last time Coach 

K is going to play his last game in the 
Final Four against UNC?” Castiller 
said. “Quite literally never.”

Twitter: @neptunejade

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION / SARA JOHNSON
Select students and North Carolina fans will be travelling to New Orleans, La. this weekend to bear witness to one of 
the biggest games in program history.
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STATEWIDE IMPACT

Gov. Roy Cooper proclaims North Carolina as the 
center of college basketball

Scientific observations indicate 
that there is no center of the universe 
— but when it comes to college 
basketball, Gov. Roy Cooper has 
found it.

In anticipation of the upcoming 
Final Four matchup between UNC 
and Duke, Cooper proclaimed North 
Carolina as “the center of the college 
basketball universe” in a press 
release Thursday.

“The stakes are high on Saturday 
and fans across the nation will get a 
firsthand look at two programs that 
have for decades competed fiercely 
and divided the loyalty of family and 
friends, but made our state proud,” 
Cooper said in the press release. 

The announcement came with a hype 
video post on Cooper’s social media.

N . C .  R e p .  G r a i g  M e y e r, 
D-Caswell, Orange, said he agrees 
with the statement and that other 
college basketball rivalries pale in 
comparison to UNC and Duke.

“There is no rivalry in college 
basketball like this one,” Meyer said. 
“Everyone’s gonna be watching.”

Jonah Garson, an N.C. House 
candidate for District 56 and UNC 
alumnus, said he wishes Cooper was 
less neutral in his declaration, citing 
the governor’s UNC roots.

“I believe him to be a proud Tar 
Heel,” he said. “I would love to see 
him plot precisely on a map where 
the center is.”

Despite a significant history 

between the Tobacco Road rivals, 
Saturday’s Final Four game will 
be the first time the teams meet in 
March Madness.

Tyler Smith, a sophomore political 
science and peace, war and defense 
double major at UNC, said Cooper’s 
announcement signifies the impact 
of this game on the state.

“It shows how deep this thing 
goes,” he said.

The storied rivalry

When UNC sophomore Ally Wren 
moved to North Carolina at the age of 
7, she said, the first thing she had to do 
was pick a side in the rivalry.

B e f o r e  m o v i n g  t o  N o r t h 
Carolina, she hadn’t paid attention 
to college basketball.

Since then, Wren has become a 
fan of the North Carolina program. 
She said Cooper’s declaration on 
Thursday was fitting because UNC 
and Duke are both powerhouses of 
college basketball.

“The entire state is gonna be 
watching this game,” Wren said. “I 
don’t think there’s like a household 
that won’t know who won as soon as 
that happens.”

Four Corners Grille owner Kristian 
Bawcom said the fact that this is Duke 
head coach Mike Krzyzewski’s last 
Final Four and Hubert Davis’ first at 
the helm of UNC’s program makes it 
even more special.

“I don’t even know if there’s a 
better storyline,” Bawcom said.

The fact that the highest elected 
official in the state recognized the 

game demonstrates how important 
this rivalry is to North Carolinians, 
Smith said.

“I think that shows a wider 
impact of the game, on not just not 
just sports culture, not just regular 
culture — but actual politics and 
national government, which is 
serious stuff,” he said.

Meyer said that after two years 
of uncertainty due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the game is an 
opportunity to focus on something 
more positive. 

“It’s a fantastic opportunity for 
us to focus on something other 
than the pandemic and other than 
our ongoing political polarization,” 
Meyer said. 

The energy on the University’s 
campus is a mixture of excitement 
and apprehensiveness,  Smith 
said. The outcome of the game — 
no matter who wins — will be a 
huge point in discourse about the 
rivalry, he said. 

Wren said the winner of the game 
will have bragging rights for many 
years to come.

“If we win this game, we’re better 
than Duke,” she said. “Period.” 

Colin Campbell, editor of the 
North Carolina Tribune and a UNC 
alumnus, said he doesn’t consider 
himself a huge basketball fan, 
but this game is one of the most 
exciting and unprecedented ones 
of his lifetime.

Campbell added that it was fun 
to see a political leader like Cooper 
join the conversation surrounding 
the upcoming Final Four matchup.

By Lauren McCarthy
City & State Co-editor
city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @laurmccarthyy

DTH FILE/ ANGELICA EDWARDS

Gov. Roy Cooper and First Lady Kristin Cooper announce their victory in 
the 2020 election on Nov. 3, 2020 on the steps of the N.C. Democratic Party 
headquarters in Raleigh.

Schedule An 
Appointment
 With Dr. Z.

984.358.6210

Celebrate UNC 
Champions!

Visit us for your sports 
memorabilia

store.dailytarheel.com 

“To see the governor get in on 
the fun and do it in that formal, 
‘whereas’ proclamation format 
that governors use, but to make 
some statements about basketball 
and help get people more hyped 
up,” he said.

Although Garson is campaigning 
in areas with both Duke and UNC 

fans, he said this game is not a time 
to remain neutral.

“At  th is  t ime,  and at  th is 
particular juncture, I feel like 
I need to say firmly and on the 
record: Go heels, and go to hell 
Duke,” he said.
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• Only hotel located on UNC Campus

• Steps away from historic downtown Franklin St.

• Complimentary local transportation

• AAA Four Diamond Crossroads Chapel Hill

REGISTER ONLINE AT 1924CLUB.COM.

TR UE  BLU E  S INCE  1924

211 PITTSBORO STREET  |  CHAPEL HILL, NC 27516
STAYING@CAROLINAINN.COM  |  CAROLINAINN.COM  |  800.962.8519

• Membership is complimentary.

• Enjoy the 1924 Club discount of 15% off our 

best available rate on any night except for 

graduation weekend.

• Tiered priority eligibility for graduation 

weekend based on room spend at the Inn since

 becoming a 1924 Club member.

• Priority access to reservations for football weekends.

GO HEELS!
Your Carolina Inn Family is cheering for you!!!

Tar Heels leave 
Chapel Hill, set 
their sights on 
New Orleans

DTH/ RENATA SCHMIDT

Hubert Davis is greeted by fans outside of the Dean E. Smith Center on the evening of Wednesday, March 30.

DTH/ ABIGAIL PITTMAN

UNC redshirt senior forward Ryan McAdoo greets 
fans before leaving for his first Final Four appearance. 
McAdoo has been a Tar Heel since the 2019-20 season.

DTH/ ABIGAIL PITTMAN
Fans young and old line up to see their beloved Tar 
Heels, showcasing their support as the team pre-
pares for a rivalry match against Duke in the NCAA 
Tournament.

Fans gathered at the Dean E. Smith Center Wednesday 
afternoon for a send-off for the UNC men’s basketball team 
as it heads to New Orleans for the Final Four. 

UNC will face Duke on Saturday — the first time the two 
teams have ever met in the NCAA tournament. 

	 	 	 	 														—	Praveena	Somasundaram

DTH/JEROME IBRAHIM
A crowd of North Carolina men’s basketball fans wave goodbye as the team 
departs Chapel Hill for New Orleans, LA. 
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Go Tar Heels! 
(But don’t forget to stop in first for 

your Final Four merchandise)

 119 E Franklin Street Chapel Hill | chapelhillsportswear.com

ELITE EIGHT

UNC plays the villain against St. Peter’s

DTH/IRA WILDER
UNC sophomore guard Caleb Love (2) looks for an open pass up the court during the regional finals of the NCAA 
Tournament against St. Peter’s in Philadelphia, Penn., on Sunday, March 27.

Since their colossal upset victory in 
the Round of 64, most of the college 
basketball world fell in love with the 
No. 15 seed St. Peter’s Peacocks.

They slayed the dragon against 
t h e  Jo h n  C a l i p a r i - c o a c h e d 

Kentucky Wildcats ,  defeated 
Murray State by 10 points and 
overcame the size of Purdue’s 
frontcourt to earn an Elite Eight 
game against the No. 8 seed North 
Carolina Tar Heels.

Sure, they ruined brackets along 
the way, but people couldn’t help 
but root for them. The Jersey ethos 
that Shaheen Holloway and his 
squad brought to the table charmed 
fans nationwide. So on Sunday in 
the Wells Fargo Center, St. Peter’s 
fans and college basketball neutrals 
wanted to see how much longer the 

ride would last.
But North Carolina — a team in 

the midst of its own sort of Cinderella 
run — found itself playing the evil 
stepmother on Sunday, defeating St. 
Peter’s, 69-49.

“Coming into the game, we 
weren’t worried about who was going 
to be in the crowd or anything like 
that,” sophomore guard Caleb Love 
said. “We were focused on winning 
the game.”

The Tar Heels had their way 
offensively with a Brady Manek 
3-pointer here and an Armando 

Bacot layup there. And on the other 
end, St. Peter’s went scoreless for 
the first four minutes and fell into a 
nine-point hole.

A team that  ne ver  t ra i led 
by more than six points in the 
tournament quickly fell behind 
by double figures, losing by 20. A 
team that kept opposing bigs at bay 
allowed a 20-point, 22-rebound 
game from Bacot.

UNC outmatched St. Peter’s all 
night, playing the role of the spoiler 
to a T.

“We keep our eyes straight ahead, 
and we ignore all the noise,” head 
coach Hubert Davis said. “And I 
consistently tell them to turn down 
or turn off the noise.”

The Peacock crowd remained 
active in the second half, even 
with the big deficit. They cheered 
after UNC committed an inbounds 
violation. They hounded the referees 
when they disagreed with a call. They 
even gave the St. Peter’s pep squad 
a loud ovation while performing 
during a timeout.

The Peacocks tried to inch closer 
and extend their March Madness 
run, but it was to no avail. The Tar 
Heels badly wanted to secure a trip 
to New Orleans, and nothing was 
going to deter them.

“It’s been a roller coaster the past 
few years,” senior forward Leaky 
Black said. “Pretty much been 
laughed at on social media. It feels 
good to get the last laugh right here, 
but we’re not done yet.”

By the end of the game, the once 
hostile crowd began chanting 
and clapping, “Hubert Davis!” 
and applause rang through Wells 
Fargo Center as the team cut 
down the nets.

“It was really emotional towards 
the end of the game when we 
can finally settle in and realize 
that these guys are going to a 
Final Four,” Davis said. “It was 
something that I just desperately 
wanted for them.”

Few chose the team in their 
brackets, many didn’t believe they 
would even make the tournament. 
North Carolina overcame adversity 
to reach the Final Four, beating 
two higher-seeded teams along 
the way.

Though St.  Peter ’s was this 
year’s team of destiny, the Tar 
Heels had a destiny of their own 
— facing Mike Krzyzewski’s Duke 
Blue Devils in his last ever NCAA 
Tournament for the chance to play 
in the National Championship.

When Sunday’s game came to 
a close, assistant coach Sean May 
— who was the Most Outstanding 
Player for UNC’s 2005 National 
Championship — was prompted to 
turn to the crowd as a fan asked him 
a question that alluded to the team’s 
rollercoaster ride: “What they gon’ 
say now?”

“What they gon’ say now?” he 
responded.

The Tar Heels took 
down the No. 15 seed 

last Sunday 
By Jeremiah Holloway

Assistant Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com

“We keep our eyes straight ahead, and we ignore all 
the noise.”  

Hubert Davis
UNC men’s basketball head coach

Twitter: @jerem11ah
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