
The privilege of a lifetime is being who you are.
VIOLA DAVIS

129 YEARS OF SERVING UNC STUDENTS AND THE UNIVERSITYWEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY 8, 2023 VOLUME 130, ISSUE   39

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER

Following UNC field hockey’s 
national title win in November, 
former head coach Karen Shelton 
said it was “a sad day for Carolina 
field hockey” due to the departure 
of veteran players like Erin Matson.

Well — not so fast.
The UNC athletic department 

announced on Jan. 31 that Matson 
will be taking over the helm of 
the North Carolina field hockey 
program. This comes after Shelton, 
college field hockey’s winningest 
c o a c h ,  r e t i r e d  i n  D e c e m b e r 
following 42 seasons at UNC.

“I  wouldn’ t  say  there  was 
necessarily a pause of if I should do 
something else because I know I’m 
the best person for this role,” Matson 
said. “I know the ins and outs of the 
program. I have experience, and I 
know how to coach to win.”

Matson, the program’s fifth head 
coach, is the most decorated player 
in UNC field hockey history. A 
member of the U.S. National Team 
since the age of 17 and the ACC’s all-
time leader in goals and points, she 
captured four national titles and five 
ACC titles as a forward for UNC. 

The three-time Honda Sport Award 
winner and former team captain 
graduated in December with a degree 
in advertising and public relations and 
a minor in coaching education. 

Matson named UNC field 
hockey head coach one 
month after graduation

By Shelby Swanson
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com
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UNC senior forward Erin Matson (1) 
celebrates senior forward Cassie 
Sumfest’s goal at the Tar Heels’ Oct. 8, 
2021 home game against the Duke Blue 
Devils. UNC won 4-1.
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SCHOOL OF CIVIC LIFE AND LEADERSHIP

Role of chancellor, provost in new school unclear

DTH/DYLAN THIESSEN

“In a normal way of 
operating, such a 

resolution would never 
have gone to the board 
without the chancellor’s 

knowledge and the 
provost’s knowledge.” 

James Moeser
UNC Chancellor from 2000 to 2008

The resolution to “accelerate” 
the development of the proposed 
School of Civic Life and Leadership 
was brought to Chancellor Kevin 
Guskiewicz just 20 minutes before 
the Jan. 26 Board of Trustees 
meeting, a high-ranking University 
official told The Daily Tar Heel. 

The official,  who wished to 
remain anonymous, also said there 
is “uncertainty” around how much 
knowledge Provost Chris Clemens 
had of the resolution prior to its 
public announcement.

UNC Media Relations confirmed 
that the Board first shared the resolution 
with the chancellor and provost the 
morning of Thursday, Jan. 26. 

Historically, the chancellor and 
provost have proposed developments 
of new schools to the Board and 
have been part of long-term faculty 
discussion prior to their approval. 
Such new programs, along with new 
degrees and curricula, have often 
been proposed by faculty leaders. 

According to the resolution, the 
trustees proposed the School have 
a minimum of 20 faculty members 
that would oversee degree-oriented 
programs in public discourse and the 
“promotion of democracy.”

Hours after the 12-0 trustee vote 
to approve the School, The Wall 
Street Journal published an editorial 
commending the resolution for its 

action to address “woke politics”  
in higher education. The article 
included direct quotes from Board 
Chairperson David Boliek and Vice 
Chairperson John Preyer.

Faculty expressed concern over the 
lack of faculty input in the resolution’s 
creation and discussion of the School. 

Holden Thorp, UNC chancellor 
from 2008 to 2013, said community 
members also questioned the 
potential political motivations behind 
the resolution and whether trustees 
communicated with The Wall Street 
Journal to curate media coverage. 

Precedent

The School of Data Science and 
Society is the most recent school to 
be developed at UNC. 

Prior to the School’s final approval, 
it was discussed in multiple faculty 
committees and proposed to the BOT 
by the chancellor for endorsement 
before its formal vote. Holistically, 
the development process took 20 
years, and much of its finalization 
was led by faculty member Jay Aikat.

“There is faculty voice from 
multiple directions and faculty 
leadership, frankly, around these 
initiatives,” she said.

Mimi Chapman, chairperson of the 
faculty, said the process of creating 
new schools requires time and 
transparency between campus bodies. 

“In a normal way of operating, 
such a resolution would never 
have gone to the board without the 
chancellor’s knowledge and the 
provost’s knowledge,” James Moeser, 
UNC chancellor from 2000 to 2008, 

Trustees resolved 
to ‘accelerate’ its 

development on Jan. 26
By Abby Pender

Assistant University Editor
university@dailytarheel.com
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Some in the UNC community have questioned Provost Chris Clemens’ and Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz’s role in the  Board of 
Trustees’ resolution on the University School of Civic Life and Leadership. 
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CORRECTIONS

•  In the Wednesday, Feb. 1 
issue of The Daily Tar Heel, a 
previous version of the article 
“Trustees’ decision leaves leaders 
‘flabbergasted’” incorrectly said 
the University’s newly-formed 
Committee on Academic Freedom 
and Free Expression had an 
oversight role in the proposed 
development of the School of Civic 
Life and Leadership. They had no 
oversight role in the process. 

 The Daily Tar Heel apologizes for 
this error. 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Late struggles doom UNC against Duke

DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS
UNC men’s basketball head coach Hubert Davis shouts during the game 
against Duke on Feb. 4, 2023, at Cameron Indoor Stadium. UNC fell to 
Duke 63-57.

DURHAM, N.C. — Oftentimes, 
it feels like UNC and Duke play in 
a vacuum.

Ranked or unranked, win streak 
or not, it is hard to consider external 
factors in college basketball ’s 
greatest and most competitive 
rivalry. But on Saturday, those 
factors were impossible to ignore 
as the North Carolina men’s team 
ventured into Cameron Indoor 
Stadium hungry for a victory after 
dropping a home game against Pitt 
earlier in the week.

Unsurpr is ing ly,  Saturday ’s 
matchup was fiercely competitive. 
After the lead changed hands 
many times, Duke completely shut 
down the Tar Heels’ offense in the 
final minutes of the game to come 
out victorious, 63-57. 

Looking through the lens of the 
rivalry, it’s a narrative that makes 
sense. Duke’s rookie head coach Jon 
Scheyer left with his first win against 
North Carolina at home, while the Tar 
Heels, having played their archrival 
down to the wire, should have had 
little to hang their heads about.

“If you had told me last week 
we’d be up one point with like 
two or  three  minutes  le f t ,  I 
would’ve took it,” senior center 
Armando Bacot said. “I mean, it’s 
a hard place to come in and win, 
especially when you’re talking 
about Carolina versus Duke.”

But for UNC, it’s impossible to 
leave the outcome of the game in 
the vacuum of the rivalry. 

After suffering back-to-back 
losses for the first time since 
early December, the Tar Heels’ 
reliability concerns have returned 
as they stare down the home 
stretch of the season.

“I think the most frustrating 
part is, you know, we can’t get a 
sense of consistency throughout 
multiple games,” junior guard 
Caleb Love said.

Love and junior guard RJ Davis 
combined for  10-31 shooting 
against the Blue Devils, and many 
of those misses were on open 
looks. Graduate wing Leaky Black 
helped make up that offense with 
an efficient 13-point performance, 
but no Tar Heel could put the ball 
through the net in the final four 
minutes of regulation.

Deadlocked at 57 points as the 
game clock ticked down, UNC 
failed to take the lead despite 
getting the necessary stops on the 

defensive end. Graduate transfer 
Pete Nance and RJ Davis both 
missed shots that would have put 
UNC ahead late.

After Duke’s first-year big man 
Dereck Lively II threw down a 
two-handed putback dunk to 
break the tie with just one minute 
and 35 seconds remaining, Black 
missed an uncontested 3-point 
attempt from the corner. 

Soon after, Duke guard Jeremy 
Roach scored in the paint to make 
it a two-possession game.

With 14 seconds remaining, 
Nance took one last hopeful heave 
from the top of the 3-point arc, but 
the shot clanged off the front rim. 
After that, Roach iced the game 
with two free throws.

“Execution on the offensive end, 
that has been up and down in late-
game situations, and once we get 
better and more consistent at that 
I think it’ ll be a happier locker 
room,” UNC head coach Hubert 
Davis said.

Now sitting uncomfortably in 
the middle of the ACC standings 
with a mediocre record, it is easy 
to draw parallels to last season’s 
team that sat on the bubble of the 
NCAA Tournament before flipping 
a switch late in February.

But Hubert Davis – who is 
insistent on leaving last year in the 
rearview mirror – does not like to 
think that way.

“The number one thing that 
I  l e a r n e d  a s  a  s e c o n d - y e a r 
head coach is that every year is 
different,” he said.

Love put it more simply.
“Last year is last year,” he said.
The Tar Heels will have to do 

more than simply hope they can turn 
it around late in the season — it will 
take a whole lot of work and reflection 
to make the necessary changes.

According to Love, many of 
those changes won’ t be about 
tactics so much as they will be 
about mindset.

“I just feel like it’s in us,” Love 
said. “It’s nothing X’s and O’s. I 
just feel like it’s everything that’s 
in between our chest.”

There are still plenty of obstacles 
between the Tar Heels and a 
tournament berth, with what are sure 
to be tightly-contested conference 
matchups looming on the horizon. 

North Carolina takes on the Wake 
Forest Deamon Deacons, who sit 
just below them in the conference 
standings, on Wednesday and will 
host Clemson and Miami in Chapel 
Hill at the start of next week.

Between now and the next time 
UNC faces Duke, there’s just not 
much time to prove that ‘it’ is there.

Tar Heels face issues 
with consistency, end-

of-game execution
By Lucas Thomae

Assistant Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com

“I think the most frustrating part is, you 
know, we can’t get a sense of consistency 

throughout multiple games.” 
Caleb Love

UNC men’s basketball guard

Twitter: @lucasthomae



Muslim student group celebrates World Hijab Day 

DTH/TAYLOR NOCK
UNC senior computer science major Rida Bayraktar, first-year neuroscience major Mina Bayraktar first-year Huss 
Kamal, and Alyse Bayraktar, 13 years old from Cary, are pictured on National Hijab Day on Feb. 1.

Individuals around the world 
celebrated World Hijab Day last 
week — an international holiday to 
raise awareness and celebrate Muslim 
hijabi women. The UNC Muslim 
Students Association set up a tent in 
the quad to commemorate the day. 

Blue letter balloons that read ‘World 
Hijab Day’ adorned the front side.

“When I think of World Hijab 
Day, I think of so many people 
coming together to break the 
stereotypes of what the hijab is and 
break the stereotypes of what Islam 
is — just something that’s been 
portrayed so negatively by Western 
media, especially when a lot of the 
information out there about Islam 
and the religion and the people is so 
misconstrued,” first-year student and 
MSA member Mariam Matin said.

However, the event wasn’t only 
held to celebrate the day, but also 

educate the greater UNC community 
on the different experiences of hijabi 
woman, all over the world.  

C o m m u n i ty  m e m b e r s  w h o 
stopped by MSA’s tent had the 
opportunity to speak with hijabi 
women and even try on hijabs 
themselves.

MSA members also sold stickers 
featuring a hijabi woman’s silhouette. 
The proceeds went toward Duha, a 
nonprofit that provides women in 
Niger with entrepreneurship skills and 
resources to start their own businesses.

“ I t ’s  l ike  a  whole  woman 
empowerment event in different 

aspects,” Rida Bayraktar, MSA vice 
president, said.

But in addition to celebrating 
the hijab, MSA also sought to bring 
attention to the prejudice hijabi 
women face. These women are 
more vulnerable to hate crimes and 
discrimination just because they are 
visibly Muslim, Bayraktar said.

About seven out of 10 hijabi 
women indicate they have faced 
discrimination at  least  once, 
compared to three out of 10 non-
hijabi Muslim women, according to 
the American Civil Liberties Union.

This discrimination is not always 
intentional, but it is harmful, first-
year MSA member Sarah Nayel 
said. She said it often first manifests 
itself through staring or offensive 
questions like “Are you bald?”

“A lot of people just assume a lot 
of things about Islam, like that it’s a 
terroristic religion, or that it’s really 
violent or really strict,” she said. 
“And I think just being able to share 
the hijab, which is one of the more 
beautiful, yet misunderstood parts of 
our religion, is something that’s really 
special about World Hijab Day.”

Bayraktar, Matin and Nayel all 
expressed having positive and negative 
experiences while wearing the hijab.

Bayraktar, who lived in Turkey 
from her elementary school years 
until the end of high school, recalled 
significant discrimination in Turkey.

“In Turkey, women at the time 
couldn’t get an education with a hijab,” 
she said. “They had to take off their 
hijabs to go to school, they couldn’t 
work with a hijab and so many things 
were banned for hijabi women. So it 
was a big choice and sacrifice to make.”

She even relayed an anecdote of 
Mother’s Day in Turkey, when her 

elementary school teacher would 
not allow her to show photos of her 
mother like the rest of the students 
because her mother wore a hijab.

“(My teacher) would make me find 
pictures from the internet of random 
white American family pictures so 
that I wasn’t showing my mom being 
a hijabi person,” she said.

Club members also said that when 
they wear the hijab, they feel they 
represent the Muslim community at 
large. They said they feel significant 
pressure not to make mistakes, with 
the fear that those would reflect poorly 
on the entire Muslim community.

“You’re viewed as a representative 
for millions of people on a daily 
basis,” Bayraktar said.

Despite this increased self-
consciousness, Bayraktar, Matin 
and Nayel all said their experiences 
wearing their hijabs at UNC have 
been mostly positive.

They spoke fondly of campus 
diversity and minority empowerment, 
and said they feel more comfortable 
wearing their hijab on campus than in 
some places they have previously lived.

“Here it just feels like it’s a part 
of me that nobody can change, 
nobody can take away. So, I wear 
it a lot more comfortably and a lot 
more openly now,” Nayel said.

Bayraktar also said she wanted 
to raise the UNC community’s 
cultural consciousness.

“World Hijab Day is not one day, 
‘Let’s do it and then call it a day,’” 
she said. “It’s actually a continuous 
process about raising awareness 
about  hijabi  Musl im women 
and then carrying respect and 
understanding towards them.”

MSA hopes to increase 
understanding toward 
those who wear hijabs 

By Adele Morris
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @adelepmorris17

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

MASH celebrates multiracial identity on campus

DTH/JEROME IBRAHIM
UNC senior history and romance languages major Simon Palmore, president of the MASH Club, poses for a portrait 
in Coker Arboretum on Monday, Jan. 30.

What is the construct of race? How 
was it invented? How does someone 
fit into it? And how is this concept 
challenged as a multiracial person?

These are all questions that UNC’s 
Mixed AAPI Students’ Heritage Club, 
or MASH, explores among students 
with multiracial Asian backgrounds. 

MASH hosts discussions weekly 
about the experience of being 
multiracial and tries to help members 
learn about each other’s backgrounds 
to help build community.

Simon Palmore said he joined 
MASH during his first year and is now 
the internal chairperson for the club. He 
said MASH represents a community of 
people of multiracial backgrounds that 
share common experiences. 

“I think there’s a desire to build 
community among people that share 
those sets of identities and discuss the 
experiences that we face,” he said.

MASH was formed in 2016 with 
the goal to emphasize that people 
often have intersecting identities, 
including racial identities, said 
Kendra Tse, MASH’s general body 
meeting chairperson.

“MASH was created with the 
intention to kind of allow for that space 
to exist, like that gray area,” she said. 

“That space of people kind of thinking 
about identity in a more intersectional 
way  — and more fluid, I would say, 
is a word that really describes a lot of 
people in MASH.” 

Palmore said he did not know to 
look for a space like MASH, but after 
attending Fall Fest, he was amazed that 
there was a community for those who 
do not neatly fit into other racial and 
ethnic communities. 

“I think that’s a really beautiful thing 
about MASH, is that we’re providing 
something that a lot of our members 
can’t necessarily find in other parts of 
their life,” Palmore said.

Palmore is Indian and white. He 
said that growing up, he felt that he was 
always treated as someone who wasn’t 
white based on his peers asking him 
where he was “really” from.

“I also don’t look fully Indian, and 
I’ve never really identified strongly 
with being of Indian heritage,” he said. 
“I think you kind of grow up with this 
feeling of not necessarily belonging in 
one group or the other group.”

Junior Christian Chung, MASH’s 
publicity chairperson, said he grew up 
in a predominantly white area where 
there were not many people who were 
also multiracial.  

“For (the) majority of my life, I 
wasn’t really surrounded by people 
who I could talk to or share a similar 
experience with,” Chung said. “And 
so, coming to UNC, I was looking for 
that kind of outlet and those kinds of 
connections with other people, and I 
knew UNC would be a lot more diverse 
and a bigger school for me to do that.” 

Being biracial comes with racial 
ambiguity and cultural limbo, he said. 
Though identifying as Cantonese and 
Black, Chung said he’s often asked if he 
is solely Black based on his appearance. 

“I always had felt that I would 
have to pick one specific race and I 
couldn’t really exist between two,” 
Chung said. “Coming here, I’ve 
learned that it’s possible and I’m 
more self-aware about that.”

Tse also said MASH has ultimately 
helped her gain a better understanding 
of who she is and how she can move 
through the world knowing she has this 
community to fall back on.

MASH holds  meetings  on 
Thursdays at 8 p.m. in Greenlaw Hall 
to deconstruct the ideas of race and 
identity politics, and will organize 
various other social events throughout 
the semester, Tse said. 

“If you’re mixed with multiple 
(cultures), it’s a little bit different in 
that sense because you’re trying to 
balance both sides of your cultures, 
and it can be a lot sometimes,” 
Chung said. “And so I wish for it 
to continue to be a safe space for 
those individuals, but then also just 
continue to grow the community.”                           

The club aims to focus 
on intersectionality and 

how its affects race
By Jessica Walker

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @jesswaalk
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FDA looks to ease blood donation restrictions  

DTH FILE/KATIE RAINS
American Red Cross blood donation trucks are pictured on Jan. 19, 2022 in Durham, N.C.

Until he came out as gay in 
2010, UNC alumnus Lee Storrow 
was able to donate 75 units of 
platelets over multiple years. 

He  b e c a m e  i n e l i g i b l e  d u e 
t o  t h e  U. S .  Fo o d  a n d  D r u g 
Administration’s policy at the time 
that restricted gay and bisexual 
men from donating blood. 

“For me, someone who was 
eligible for several years, donated 
75 units of platelets, to be unable 
to donate for a decade — that’s 
a significant number of blood 
donations and platelet donations 
that I could’ve made for a number 
of years,” he said.

The FDA currently restricts 
blood donations from men who 
have had sex with other men 
within the last three months.

But because of a new approach, 
Storrow could soon regain his 
eligibility to donate.  

On Jan. 27, the FDA announced 
a proposal to change its current 
blood donor eligibility policy and 
eliminate time-based deferrals 
that seek to reduce the risk of 
transfusion-transmitted HIV.

Under the proposal, the donor 
history questionnaire will be revised 
to ask questions that are gender-
inclusive and based on individual 
risk, regardless of identity. 

Any prospective donor who 
reports having new or multiple 
sexual  partners  and anal  sex 
within the past three months 

will be deferred from donation, 
according to the FDA’s proposal. 

This guidance still  requires 
permanent deferral for those who 
have ever tested positive for HIV 
or taken medication to treat HIV 
infection. Individuals orally taking 
PrEP or PEP to prevent HIV 
infection will be deferred for three 
months from their most recent 
dose, while those taking injectable 
PrEP will be deferred two years 
from their most recent injection.

W i t h  t h e  F DA  n o w  g o i n g 
through a public comment period 
of 60 days, Troy Dang, the medical 
laboratory supervisor of theUNC 
Blood Donation Center, said he 

believes it may be another six to 
eight months before new donors 
are welcomed.

“I think more folks will be able 
to give back to their community 
and fewer of our patients in need 
of blood products will have to wait 
or be turned away from receiving 
lifesaving treatment if we expand 
donor population and eliminate 
unnecessary deferral,” he said.

Lina Rosengren-Hovee,  an 
assistant professor in the UNC 
Department of Medicine’s Division 
of Infectious Diseases, said queer 
people, especially those assigned 
male at  birth,  have a higher 
likelihood of obtaining HIV.

“We need to acknowledge that 
there is an elevated risk, but also 
protect this population from the 
stigma that comes with that,” she said.

Rosengren-Hovee  sa id  she 
believes this new guidance is a step 
in the right direction, but it needs 
to continue to be reevaluated from 
an HIV transmission perspective 
and a stigma research perspective.

She said other factors  l ike 
people’s sexual behaviors and 
bodily anatomy play larger roles 
in transmission risk than gender.

Dang said with the country 
coming out of  the COVID-19 
pandemic, blood donation is still 
very important.

“We are starting to see more and 
more donors return back to the 
chairs as they continue to resume 
their other everyday activities, but 
we’re still not quite at the level we 
were before the pandemic started,” 
he said.

Dang said this  process has 
been a  long t ime coming,  as 
other  countries  have already 
implemented this individual risk 
assessment. Countries that have 
this policy, like Canada and the 
United Kingdom specifically, have 
shown no increased risk to patient 
populations, he said. 

“Some folks might be hesitant 
about this change because they 
t h i n k  t h at  t h e r e ’s  a  g r e at e r 
l ike l ihood of  be ing  poss ib ly 
transfused blood that is positive 
for HIV,” Dang said. “But the 
research done in these other 
countries so far has shown that 
that is not the case.” 

S t o r r o w,  w h o  h a s  b e e n 
advocating for this issue since the 
blood policy was up for review in 
2010, said he encourages others to 
do the same and use this period to 
give feedback.

“I think landing the perfect 
blood donation policy is probably 
near  impossible ,  but  I  think 
advocates should really celebrate 
this as a win that has taken years 
of pressuring and pushing the 
FDA to reject stigma and focus on 
science,” he said.

To learn more about eligibility 
requirements and giving locations 
in your area, visit redcross.org/
give-blood

New proposal could 
allow more gay, bisexual 

men to give blood 
By Sierra President

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @sierrapresident

JOURNALISM

NC Black newspapers increase representation

The Black press has been an integral 
part of advocacy and representation 
of the Black community in North 
Carolina for over a century.  

The state’s longest-running Black 
newspaper, The Star of Zion in 
Charlotte, began in 1876 and is still 
being published today. Other notable 
long-running papers include The 
Carolinian in Raleigh, The Carolina 
Peacemaker in Greensboro and The 
Triangle Tribune in Durham.   

Since Reconstruction, more than 60 
Black newspapers have emerged in the 
state, according to Trevy A. McDonald, 
an associate professor at UNC’s 
Hussman School of Journalism and 
Media. Many were short-lived because 
they had financial support difficulties. 

Early Black-run newspapers 
published stories about the local 
Black community’s hopes, dreams 
and aspirations, McDonald said.  

“Definitely, they were politically 
active, and they really encouraged the 
uplifting and the advancement of the 
Black community,” she said.        

This was uncommon in mainstream 
news due to a lack of positive 
representation of Black citizens in the 
media. She said news organizations 
geared toward white audiences rarely 
published stories about the Black 
community unless in connection to 
topics like crime.  

Today, many Black publishers 
have shifted their content to digital 
platforms to make it more accessible to 
readers, she added. 

Cary Wheelous, the CEO and 
founder of the app Hayti, noted 
that local Black news organizations 
struggled to maintain digital traffic to 
their platforms thanks in part to the 
way apps like Apple News and Google 
News display articles.

Hayti, named after the neighborhood 
in Durham that is home to what was 
referred to as North Carolina’s “Black 
Wall Street,” aggregates the content of 
over 200 Black publishers worldwide 
for users of the app to read. Wheelous 
said he hopes the app will drive traffic to 
the websites of these Black publishers 
to help them generate revenue.

“I’m trying to create awareness 
with the platform of these amazing 
journalists that are creating some 
amazing articles,” he said.

He said Hayti is launching a new 
section called Hayti Podcasts in 
February, which will collect the shows 
of 1,000 Black podcasters and looks 
to become the largest Black-owned 
podcast app in America.

Wheelous said he hopes Hayti will 
not only support current Black news 
organizations but that it will also raise 
awareness about potential employers in 
local news for Black student journalists.

There are more opportunities 
for all students today, particularly 
because local Black newspapers create 
more opportunities for young Black 
journalists, McDonald said. 

Wheelous was inspired to begin 
Hayti after hearing about the death of 
Kenneth Edmonds, who published The 
Carolina Times, which was a prominent 
Black newspaper in the state. The 
Carolina Times ceased publication in 
2020 after Edmonds’ death. Edmonds 
had taken over as publisher after his 
grandfather died in 1971.

According to DigitalNC, which 
houses a digital archive of The 

Carolina Times and other Black 
newspapers, the paper fought for 
racial equality, as well as documented 
and publicized racial inequities in 
the state and nation as a whole.

Many Black newspapers were 
distributed nationwide at the turn of 
the 20th century, which McDonald 
said encouraged political action and 
influenced the Great Migration by 
painting pictures of Black success in 
the North and West.

“I feel that the Black community is 
where it is today because of having a 
vehicle and a voice through the Black 
press, which in many instances called 
them to action,” McDonald said.

DTH/SARA JOHNSON
The Triangle Tribune, a black newspaper based out of Durham, N.C., is pictured on Monday, Feb. 6, 2023, in the 
Wilson Library Archives.

Carl Kenney, an adjunct instructor 
at Hussman, said the Black press 
has always been a vehicle to counter 
negative imagery of Black people and 
counter white assumptions about 
freedom and truth.

“It is absolutely necessary that the 
stories regarding Black people are 
told from the perspective of Black 
people,” he said. 

McDonald noted that bringing 
journalists and communicators who 
practice through a lens of cultural 
competency into newsrooms is 
important for representing not just 
race, but also ability, gender and 
generational differences authentically.

By uplifting Black writers and 
editors, Black women and Black queer 
people in the newsroom, Kenney said 
the Black experience will be more 
protected and amplified in the research, 
analysis and reporting of news. 

He also said he focuses on  bettering 
the lives of Black people in his work.

“Everything we do has got to be 
from that very sacred place of Black 
life,” Kenney said. “If you lose that, 
then we’re not doing nothing other 
than melting into the melting pot 
of white life in America — without 
our experiences being a part of 
that conversation.”

Serving as ‘a vehicle and 
a voice,’ publications 
also preserve history

By Eliza Benbow
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @eliza_benbow
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Breaking down how 
student fees are 

approved and spent
By Collin Tadlock

Senior Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

When checking finances on 
ConnectCarolina, students may notice 
a number of different fees charged to 
their student account. Many students 

do not know what these fees go toward 
or what is covered with their payments. 

Student fee breakdown 

When looking at the “Student 
F i n a n c i a l s ”  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e 
ConnectCarolina Student Center, a tab 
labeled “Account Activity” presents a list 
of accepted financial aid offers unique 
to each student, accessed using the 
drop down labeled “other financial...” 
Below, student fees can be seen.  

Listed on “Account Activity” is a 
breakdown of these fees: what they 
are, who creates them and who has 
the ability to change them. 

Review process

The Student  Fee  Advisor y 
Subcommittee is co-chaired by the 
associate vice chancellor for finance 
and budget – a designee for the vice 
chancellor for finance and operations 
— and the student body president. 

“Student fees are selected by the 
Board of Governors. All of them have 
to be approved, but the process for 
adjusting them and levying them begins 
at the campus level,” Logan Grodsky, 
the treasurer for Undergraduate 
Student Government and co-chair of 
the Student Fee Audit Committee, said. 

The committee initiates the 
review process. He said fees are 
reviewed by the committee during 
each fall semester, preceded by 
various audits each spring. 

“We call up the units and we ask 
them to come in and present on what 
their fee is being used for, what its 
efficacy is, what the numbers are,,” 
Grodsky said. “And that helps set the 
stage for fee review in the fall.” 

This past fall, the committee 
reviewed only one adjustment 
request, from Kenan-Flagler Business 
School, which requested a 50-percent 
increase to its undergraduate program 
enrichment fee, Grodsky said.

He said this request is a good 
example of how the process works. 
The committee counterposed a 
smaller 20-percent increase to the fee.

“SFAS ultimately recommended 
that to (the Tuition Fee Advisory 
Taskforce), and TFAT had adopted 
our recommendation.” Grodsky said. 
“That’s likely to be what goes into effect.”

Approved student fees are set to 
support different University programs 
and services. The Student Fee Advisory 
Subcommittee is a part of the Tuition 
Fee Advisory Taskforce that manages 
the submission and review process after 
the Student Fee Audit Committee.   

To properly oversee all facets 
of student fees and charges, the 

subcommittee also reviews all fee 
requests and makes recommendations 
to the Tuition Fee Advisory Taskforce. 

“The final decision on fee proposals 
to the University’s Board of Trustees 
remains with the chancellor,” UNC 
Media Relations said in an email 
statement. “Once Board of Trustees 
approval is received, fee requests are 
then forwarded to the UNC System 
Board of Governors for consideration, 
with the exception of Miscellaneous 
Charges, which only require the 
approval of the chancellor and the 
UNC System President.”

Student opinion

Anna Brady, a UNC senior, said she 
doesn’t know exactly where the fees 
go and hopes for more transparency 
about student finances in the future. 

“It ’s  not  necessar i ly  about 
eliminating certain things off of 
the charges, but making sure that 
there’s transparency in what that 
funding is going for,” she said. 

Brady currently serves as a 
senior marshal for the graduating 
class of 2023 and spoke about the 
senior class enrichment fee, which 
is charged annually to graduating 
seniors and funds events and 
opportunities for the senior class.  

“A lot of those events come later 
on, like during Senior Week, so I 
guess we’ll see more of the benefits 
of that charge later,” Brady said.  

For a full list of approved student 
fees and their descriptions, visit the 
UNC Finance and Operations website.

Twitter: @collinatadlock

Continued from Page 1

Trustees’ resolution highlights leadership tensions
said. “It was totally premature.”

According to the BOT’s bylaws, 
the chancellor reviews every item 
on the agenda before a meeting. 
The resolution regarding the  
School was absent from the Jan. 26 
board meeting agenda, although 
any member can present or take 
action on an item regardless of its 
inclusion in the agenda.

A n d ,  i n  t h e  Ja n .  2 6  B O T 
meeting, Boliek said the creation 
of the school falls under UNC 
System Codes 400.1 and 400.1.1. 
These codes include information 
regarding compliance, academic 
programming and degree planning. 

“I think that is the relevant code 
for development of this, but there 
may be a way to do it outside of 
that as long as we, as a University, 
give the latitude to the deans, 
provost, administration to work 
within the policy code,” Boliek 
said in the meeting. “I think that’s 
superfluous, in my opinion, to list 
the code.”

Trustee Ralph Meekins said he 
is unaware of who authored the 
resolution and that he doesn’t know 
who initially kickstarted the process. 

The Daily Tar Heel reached out 
to Boliek for comment, but he did 
not respond by time of publication.

Previous concerns over program 
development

Confusion over the development 
of the resolution follows past 
community concerns regarding the 
UNC Program for Public Discourse 
and Clemens’  appointment as 
provost in December 2021.

T h e  P r o g r a m  f o r  P u b l i c 
Discourse aims to give students 

a p p r o p r i a t e  “ r h e t o r i c a l  a n d 
deliberative” tools to participate 
in public argument and debate 
through seminars, workshops and 
speaker series.

Clemens first presented the 
idea of  the program in 2017, 
while he was senior associate 
dean of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics ,  in  an email  to 
Robert George, director of the 
Ja m e s  Ma d i s o n  Pr o g r a m  i n 
American Ideals and Institutions 
at Princeton University. 

Clemens described in his email 
that he was inspired to start a 
program at UNC similar to the 
Madison  Program,  which  i s 
dedicated to exploring enduring 
questions of American constitutional 
law and Western political thought. 
He wrote, in the same email, that he 
was interested in forming a similar 
“conservative center.”

“I have been among the most 
outspoken conservative members 
of the Arts & Sciences faculty at 
UNC for many years, sponsoring 
the College Republicans, Carolina 
Review and several other student 
organizations,” Clemens wrote in 
the same email.

In 2019, members of the Faculty 
Council called for delaying the 
development of  the  Program 
f o r  Pu b l ic  Di scourse ,  c i t i ng 
how the development had been 
going on “behind closed doors 
in administrative offices for two 
years,” according to the council’s 
response to the proposal for the 
program’s creation. 

T he  re q u e s t  a l so  sa i d  the 
purposes of the program “amount 
to a blatant departure from the 
longstanding AAUP (American 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  U n i v e r s i t y 
Professors) and UNC principle 

t h a t  c u r r i c u l u m  m u s t  c o m e 
exclusively  from the faculty,” 
according to their response. 

According to the UNC Faculty 
Code of University Government, 
the administrative board of a 
respective school and the Faculty 
Council have the duty to review 
and approve new programs and 
curricula. They also have the power 
to examine and pass all new courses 
in that particular school or college.

Delay for the development of 
the program was defeated on Oct. 
11, 2019, and the Program was 
approved and integrated into the 
IDEAs in Action Curriculum in 
fall 2022.

The ‘missing link’

Chapman said there is a “missing 
link” in the chain of the provost’s 
involvement in the resolution. 

“I think it is possible that he 
had conversations with people 
about this idea of a school and he 
indicated as much at the faculty 
executive committee,” she said. 
“And he could also have been 
surprised by the resolution.” 

I n  t h e  J a n .  3 0  F a c u l t y 
Executive Committee meeting, 
Clemens said the School of Civic 
Life and Leadership would give 
“superstructure” to the approved 
Program for Public Discourse.

Meekins  said the faculty ’s 
approval of the Program for Public 
Discourse is “telling” toward their 
accusations of the BOT using their 
power “nefariously” for presenting a 
resolution proposing the new School. 

Chapman refuted Meekins ’ 
assertion that the School of Civic 
Life and Leadership is meant 
to just be an extension of the 
Program for Public Discourse.

“No, just no,” she said.
She said although the Program 

was  approved,  there  was  no 
discussion of creating a school to 
house it. She added that connecting 
the Program to the School is 
“conflated” and “inaccurate.”

“There’s so little understanding 
of what it is that the trustees even 
want to see happen,” she said. 
“Much less what the faculty would 
agree to do.” 

Questions that remain

As conversations surrounding 
the resolution continue throughout 
the University community, many 
questions remain: 

W h i l e  s o m e  f a c u l t y  f e e l 
blindsided by the resolution, who 
authored it? 

Even though any member can 
present an idea regardless of its 

inclusion in the agenda in a BOT 
meeting, was every conversation 
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  i n 
accordance with open-session 
meeting laws? 

D i d  t h e  p r o v o s t  h av e  a ny 
involvement in conversations 
surrounding the development of 
the School before the presentation 
of the resolution? And did he know 
it would be brought to vote during 
the Jan. 26 meeting? 

As the WSJ editorial came out 
only hours after the meeting, 
did the BOT have any direct 
communication with them prior 
to the resolution passing? 

Twitter:  @abbypenderr

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER
The back entrance to South Building is pictured through the Old Well on 
Thursday, Jan. 6, 2022.

DTH ONLINE:  This is a develop-
ing story. For more updates, check 
out the Daily Tar Heel’s coverage 
online and on social media.
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Academic freedom committee introduced

Group will also focus 
on free expression on 

UNC’s campus
By Lauren Rhodes

Senior Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

The new Committee on Academic 
Freedom and Free Expression was 
formally charged by Chancellor Kevin 
Guskiewicz on Monday, Jan. 30.

“This committee will advise 
the chancellor on ways to advance 

academic freedom and articulate free 
speech norms and best practices for 
the Carolina community,” a University 
spokesperson said in a statement.

Christian Lundberg, vice provost for 
communication and the committee’s 
chairperson, said the group will look at 
the current state of academic freedom 
and free expression on campus. It 
will begin to define “norms” and “best 
practices” to make recommendations 
on how the University could improve. 

Lundberg said the creation of the 
committee was largely inspired by 

a faculty meeting last year centrally 
focused on the climate for free 
expression among faculty, as well 
as the University’s emphasis on 
democracy in a new strategic initiative.

Members of the committee, 
including UNC professors, first 
amendment officers, students, alumni 
and administrators, were invited to 
represent different campus viewpoints. 

“We want to make sure that the 
whole of the community — or at least 
the broadest possible representation of 
the community that we can have — is 
representative,” Lundberg said.  

At their first meeting on Jan. 30, 
Lundberg said the chancellor expressed 
his support of the committee and 
charged them to give an “unvarnished” 
take on the importance of academic 
freedom and free speech at UNC. 

The issues of academic freedom 
and free speech are “different but 
overlapping values,” Lundberg said, 
and it is “dangerous to conflate the 
two.” In his opinion, the right to free 
speech is “even more robust at a public 
university” than in any other setting.  

Lloyd Kramer, a member of the 
committee and history professor 
at UNC, said academic freedom 
allows students and faculty to pursue 
knowledge without interference. 
Kramer also noted this tradition 
allows the faculty to use their expertise 
to develop their own curriculum. 

Kramer said this does not mean that 
faculty can say whatever they want – 
faculty and colleagues have a right to 
hold one another to truthful standards. 

Things get complicated, he said, 
when people argue for free speech 
that may include “abusive” or 
“explicitly hateful” language.

“A strong university education 
requires a space in which people are 
free to explore the truth, wherever 
it may lead them, even if that truth 
makes people unhappy or that truth 
is something that people outside the 
University reject,” he said. 

The announcement of  the 
committee follows the resolution, 
passed by the Board of Trustees on 
Jan. 26, to “accelerate” the creation of 
a School of Civic Life and Leadership.

Many University community 
members expressed concern about 
intentions behind the creation of 
the School and the lack of faculty 
involvement in its development. 
Despite the timing, Lundberg said that 
there is no relation between the School 
and the committee — which was in 
progress before the resolution passed. 

“It is a theme that would be 
interesting to explore as time goes on, 
because I see the work of the committee 
around academic freedom and free 
expression as one of the best answers 
to the idea that we need to fix the 
University by balancing it,” he said.

For some committee members, 
being a part of this group is a chance to 
address these concerns about the future 
of academic freedom and free speech. 

For example, Sam Robinson, vice 
president of the UNC Undergraduate 
Student Body Government and 
committee member, felt that the 
board’s decision on the Jan. 26 
resolution was motivated by “nothing 
more than political reasons” and was 
concerned that faculty and students 
could continue to be excluded.

Robinson called the issues of 
academic freedom and free speech “the 
challenge of our time.”

“I’m glad that they’re taking the 
step. I hope they really prioritize the 
student and faculty voices in that 
room, and I have no reason to think 
they won’t,” he said. 

Lundberg, Kramer and Robinson 
all said that they were excited to be 
a part of the committee. 

“You’re going to get honesty, and 
you’re going to get exactly what folks on 
the committee really believe. What the 
administration chooses to do with that, 
what the Board of Trustees chooses to 
implement with that — we’ll have to 
wait and see,” Robinson said. “But I 
can tell you folks on the committee are 
ready to get to work.”

Twitter: @l_rhodsie
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Pharmacy school adds embedded counselor
New face at Eshelman 

School will focus on 
helping students thrive

By Eilah Wood
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Ardith Burkes is now a direct 
resource for pharmacy students in 
Kerr Hall. She was introduced by  
Counseling and Psychological Services 
as a new embedded counselor in the 
Eshelman School of Pharmacy. 

The program was previously 
introduced to the School of Medicine, 
the School of Law and the Hussman 
School of Journalism and Media. 

Burkes said she is excited to be 
in a position to help students with 
numerous collegiate stressors during 
their time at UNC.  

“For me that just feels fulfilling to be 
able to provide that space for students 
when they’ve worked really hard to 
accomplish their goal,” Burkes said. 

In her initial hiring interview, 
Burkes said she felt a sense of cohesion 

within the administration and student 
body with an emphasis on “thriving.”

The intention of the program is to 
provide Eshelman students and faculty 
with a cultivated counseling experience, 
Suzanne Harris, the director of well-
being and resilience at Eshelman, said.

“I think having Ardith embedded 
in our school allows her to learn the 
culture of our school, as well as gain 
a better understanding of some of 
the challenges or stressors that 
students within our program might 
be facing, both professionally and 
personally,” she said.

Burkes earned a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology in 2000 and her master’s 
in social work and public health in 
maternal and child health in 2007, each 
from UNC. She previously worked with 
the Orange County Rape Crisis Center 
and the Compass Center in Chapel Hill.

“I really like being able to be 
a safe and comfortable person to 
connect with to explore challenging 
topics,” Burkes said.

Harris said the Eshleman School 
launched their first well-being 
assessment in 2021, and it focused 

around several core areas of the school 
community, including workload, 
culture, training and resources.

Graduate student Kaitlin Liu said 
the decision to increase mental health 
resources followed controversy over the 
School’s expansion to UNC Asheville. 

“Basically they made everyone 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u  h a d  y o u r 
preference in campus when you 
really didn’t,” she said. “A lot of the 
students ended up fighting back 
on that one, and they were going 
to send about 25 kids that really 
didn’t want to go to Asheville.”

However, Liu said the school listened 
to the concerns of students.

“I think a lot changed after they 
sent an email apologizing about 
how they approached the situation 
in general about Asheville,” she 
said. “They listened, and I think 
that meant a lot to the student 
body in general.”

While Harris and other members 
of the administration looked at the 
specific needs for Eshelman, Harris 
said they also looked at the successes of 
other embedded programs on campus.

After an initial assessment, 
Burkes decides whether brief 
t reatment  at  CAPS or  other 
community resources is the most 
appropriate for a given situation. 

Twitter: @dailytarheel

DTH FILE/EMMA PLUMLY
Wilson Library is pictured on Sept. 1, 2022 off of Polk Place.

ARTS & CRAFTS

Kenan Science Library prepares for new workshops
As the semester continues, 
the KSL is expanding use 

of its makerspace 
By Annie Ham

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

DTH/JENNIFER TRAN
The Makerspace is located at the Kenan 
Science Library in Chapel Hill, N.C. on 
Monday, Feb. 6, 2023. 

C r e a t i v i t y,  c u r i o s i t y  a n d 
collaboration are all words that come 
to mind for Jordan Green when she 
thinks of her workplace. 

Green, the science and technology 
librarian at Kenan Science Library, is 
in charge of the on-site makerspace 
housed on the first floor of Venable Hall. 
Along with other colleagues, Green 
also helped to revamp the Makerspace 
following pandemic restrictions.

Makerspaces are not only a physical 
space for creative projects,  Green said, 
but they are also a support system 
for students with creative tools and 
expertise. Makerspaces have become 

increasingly popular in libraries over 
the years for both educational and 
recreational purposes. 

There are multiple makerspaces 
around campus, including locations 
at Murray Hall, Hanes Art Center 
and Carmichael Hall. The KSL 
Makerspace works in collaboration 
with the Be A Maker (BeAM) 
Network, an on-campus organization 
that encourages students to tap into 
their creative side as “makers.” 

This semester, the space is also 
hosting staff-led workshops coined 
“Crafting Tuesdays.” The workshops 
include various activities, skills and 
crafts, ranging from bookbinding 
to 3D printing. 

Jane Antonas, a sophomore and 
student assistant at KSL, said many 
students are unaware of makerspace 
resources. She said lack of knowledge 
is what inspired KSL employees to hold 
more structured events.

The launch of the KSL Seed Library 
last March was the first of these types 
of events, said Therese Triumph, the 
head of science academic and research 

engagement at KSL. The Seed Library 
is a collection of seeds housed at KSL 
that students can use in their gardens. 

The goal of the Seed Library is to 
educate people on gardening and 
plants, while also maintaining a 
continuous cycle of seeds. Returning 
users of the library are encouraged 
to bring back harvested seeds to 
contribute to this community resource.

Triumph said the workshops at the 
KSL – and other libraries on campus 
– are meant to reflect each library’s 
individual focus. 

“It felt like kind of a three-fold thing,” 
she said. “They were taking away the 
skills that they learned in the workshop, 
and also taking away an introduction 
to this new library resource that maybe 
they hadn’t visited before, and also 
introductions to a community of people 
facilitated by that workshop that were 
interested in the same sorts of crafting, 
making, and creative skills.”

Triumph said the workshops put on 
by the leaders of these makerspaces are 
contributing to libraries’ commitment 
to introducing students to new things.

Antonas was asked to design a 
workshop for “Crafting Tuesdays.” After 
a summer of brainstorming, Antonas 
decided to teach sewing lessons because 
she was excited to pass on a helpful skill 
her mother taught her. 

Antonas, an environmental studies 
major, hopes to incorporate themes 
of sustainability and upcycling into 
future workshops. 

Her sewing class will be the first 
workshop of this semester and will be 
on Feb. 7 at KSL. 

Students can expect a variety of 
other unique artistic opportunities 
in upcoming “Crafting Tuesdays.” 
More information can be found on 
the KSL website. 

Twitter: @dailytarheel

PHOTO COURTESY OF ARDITH BURKES
“Wellness is so much more than just 

academics,” Burkes said.
In order to make an appointment, 

Burkes said students within the school 
should email her at aburkes@unc.edu. 
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WELLNESS

Content warning: This article 
contains mention of suicide and 
self-harm.

Sophomore Peyton Morris ’ 
a d v o c a c y  f o r  m e n t a l  h e a l t h 
awareness began as spontaneous 
posts on social media, but she 
knew she wanted to make a larger 

difference during her time on 
UNC’s campus. 

At UNC, backed by a faculty advisor 
and a group of close friends, she 
decided to get the UNC chapter of a 
nonprofit organization back on its feet 
after several years of being inactive.

In late August, Walk. Support. Glow. 
was reborn with Morris as president.

The organization’s main goals are to 
spread mental health awareness, work 
toward suicide prevention and educate 
the Chapel Hill community about 
mental health resources, she said.

She hopes WSG will be a safe 
space for anyone in need of help.

Building community

Christopher Salazar, WSG’s 
treasurer, said the interactive approach 
taken by the organization helps build 
connections and community.

“Following such a difficult time 
with COVID and everything, I 
think everything took a passive 
approach, and not necessarily by 
choice, but just because that’s what 
life required at that time,” Salazar 
said. “Now that we’re transitioning 
away from that and being able to 
open back up, I think we see each 
other face to face. I think that 
means a lot for people.”

WSG recently hosted a “Meantime 
a n d  Me n t a l  He a l t h”  e v e n t , 
sponsoring $100 worth of coffee for 

students. They also conduct biweekly 
meetings as well as publicity events 
in the Pit with “goodies” or service 
dogs during midterms or finals. 

Morris said that while most 
are aware of the ongoing mental 
health crisis, there is a delay in 
acknowledging the existence of the 
issue and finding solutions. 

“With my organization, I ’m 
actively giving our members the 
skills they need to go and help fight 
the mental health crisis,” Morris 
said. “They have the resources 
available to them to help someone 
that is in a crisis. They have the 
steps and know how to reach out 
to people around them.”

Morris’ passion for the cause 
began at age 16, when she lost her 
father to suicide. Not wanting to 
let anyone go through the same 
thing she had gone through, she 
began her involvement in mental 
health awareness and suicide 
prevention. As a trained crisis 
text line counselor, she hopes to 
pass on some of the skills she has 
learned to WSG’s members.

“This club is really the product 
of someone who truly cares so 
much about this issue,” Sarah 
Masters, Morris’ close friend, said. 
“She basically put her heart and 
soul into this club.” 

“Stomp The Stigma” walk

WSG is organizing a walk called 
“Stomp the Stigma” on March 3, 
beginning at 6 p.m. in the Quad.

The glow-in-the-dark themed 
event, owing to the “Glow” in the 
organization’s name, will include a 
keynote speaker from the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention 
as well as games, giveaways and a 
food truck. 

“We want it to be a fun, light-
hearted thing that people enjoy 
being at and enjoy going to, but also 
provide people with the resources and 
education they need to go out in their 
daily lives and fight the mental health 
crisis,” Morris said.

Salazar said that not only do walks 
like “Stomp the Stigma” give back to 
the community in terms of fundraising, 
but they also allow participants to build 
connections while getting exercise — a 
major contributor to mental health.

The UNC School of Social Work 
and organizations like the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness, will have 
tables at the event. There will also be 
mental health first-aid training.  

Carlee Markle, WSG’s social media 
manager, said that having an in-person 
event is more meaningful, and the mass 
consumption of digital content may not 
be as effective to educate and advocate.

“While digital marketing and 
social media is a great tool to spread 
awareness, it’s only for those who are 
actually paying attention, which is 
going to be one out of every five viewers, 
or something like that,” Markle said. 
“The impact of having an in-person 
walk is so much more engaging.”

Looking forward

Morris is looking forward to seeing 
WSG expand and gain more support 
and from the community. She hopes 
to make the walk an annual event and 
to donate proceeds to a mental health 
foundation each year.

“I just hope to be able to reach out 
to more people and just implement 
more service-based projects for our 
organization so we can just make 
as large of an impact as possible,” 
Morris said.

Twitter: @keerthanagotur

Gaming Arena fosters partnership with Esports club

By Defne Önal
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

The arena has also worked 
with Carolina Housing 

and UNC Athletics 

Housed on the ground level 
of Craige Residence Hall is the 
Carolina Gaming Arena, a space 
where students can compete and 
play video games with each other. 

The arena first opened in August 
2021 and operated under a mask 
mandate with limited capacity due 
to the pandemic. The arena now 
has a higher frequency of events 
with different organizations and 
has become a place where people 
can play games with friends or solo.

D i r e c t o r  o f  R e s i d e n t i a l 
Ne tw o r k i n g ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d 
Technology (ResNET) Phil Young 
said the arena occasionally partners 
with Carolina Housing,  UNC 
Athletics and other organizations 
to hold events.

ResNET is  the  on-campus 
technology support for all residential 
students and professional staff and 
also manages the Gaming Area. 
Young said the arena has held 
several events, including an event 
with UNC Wellness discussing 
healthy habits for gaming. 

“That can be everything from 
posture to getting sleep and how 
sleep affects everything: your 
hand-e ye  coordinat ion,  your 
response time, critical thinking 

skills, all those things and how that 
relates not only to gaming, but also 
the rest of your life,” Young said. 
“So, Wellness does a really good 
job of tying those things together.”  

One of the biggest partners of 
the arena is the Esports club.

The arena’s public hours are 
Wednesday through Saturday, 
5 p.m. to 11 p.m. However, the 
Esports club is allowed to use the 
space beyond regular hours. 

“The most common reason why 
people are joining the club as a 
whole is because they want to 
interact with other people that play 
video games,” UNC Esports Club 
President Ryan MacLaughlin said. 

MacLaughlin also said some 
members are among the “upper 
echelon” of people who join the 
club with a higher understanding 
or skill level of the games. 

“Those people are able to utilize 
the club and the club’s resources to 
join a team with other people who 
are also in that upper echelon and 
come together to join competitions 
against other collegiate teams 
across the nation,” he said. 

Although the arena is always 
open for the club, many Esports club 
members compete in matches from 
their homes using their own technology.

“The thing that we get the most 
use out of is the broadcasting 
studio, because it gives us access 
to a higher level of technology that 
a lot of people wouldn’t regularly 
have,” MacLaughlin said. 

The broadcasting studio allows 
Esports members to stream video 

games to the internet at a high quality 
and broadcast all their matches. 

Junior Dorian Crowder first 
joined Esports in 2021 when he 
saw a big Esports sign at SmallFest 
in the Pit. 

“I was just interested in video 
games. I wanted to learn more 
about it,” Crowder said. “And then 
that’s also when I learned about the 
gaming arena being built.”

Crowder said he is not on any of 

the club’s competitive teams,  but 
he enjoys watching their streamed 
matches because they have a 
variety of competitive teams for 
different games. 

“ My  f a v o r i t e  p a r t  i s  t h e 
community because I know we all 
have the same interest so it feels a 
lot easier to meet people and make 
friends,” Crowder said. 

As for the gaming arena itself, 
Crowder said he thinks playing 

in the arena is far more enjoyable 
than playing at home, helping 
foster a better sense of community 
than playing alone ever could. 

“The atmosphere is  a lways 
great,” Crowder said. “There’s just 
so many people playing a bunch 
of different games. It feels better 
to be around other people than it 
does just sitting alone in my room.”

Twitter: @dailytarheel

DTH/JAKE HOGAN
The Caroling Gaming Arena, pictured here on Friday, Jan. 27, is located on the ground level of Craige Residence Hall. 
The Carolina Gaming Arena features 33 high-end PC stations and over 10 gaming consoles.

DTH/GURU BALAMURUGAN
UNC sophomore Peyton Morris, president of Walk. Support. Glow., is pictured outside of South Building on 
Tuesday, Jan. 31.

By Keerthana Gotur
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

WSG takes an interactive 
approach to promoting 

well-being and education

Walk. Support. Glow. brightens student mental health

STUDENT LIFE
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SAFETY

Chapel Hill community responds to gun violence

Content warning: This article 
contains mention of gun violence.

Chapel Hill has seen a rise in 
gun violence-related incidents in 
the past year, with the most recent 
shooting at the Chapel Ridge 
apartment complex on Jan. 12.

Last year saw five fatal shootings in 
Chapel Hill, an increase from the one 
fatal shooting that occurred in 2021.

C h a p e l  H i l l  M a y o r  P a m 
Hemminger said these instances 
do not appear to be random and 
seem to occur among people who 
know each other.

She said the Town is trying to 
put an emphasis on preventing 
gun violence, rather than having 
to de-escalate situations as they 
occur. Hemminger said the state 
legislature restricts the Town 
government’s ability to control gun 
laws on a local level.

“I think everyone worries and 
stresses that gun violence can 
happen anywhere and to feel safe 
in our community in our homes 
and places of work, that we count 
on our public safety officers to help 
with that,” Hemminger said. “We 

also count on the community to 
help with that.”

One of the ways Hemminger said 
the Town is combating gun violence 
is through the Chapel Hill Police 
Department’s Crisis Unit.

According to the Town’s website, 
the Crisis Unit, established in 1973, is a 
24-hour co-response team that provides 
onsite emergency officer response to 
individuals in a crisis situation.

Hemminger said the Crisis 
Unit also is involved in outreach 
that helps to educate community 
m e m b e r s  o n  g u n  v i o l e n c e 
prevention and what to do in the 
event of an active shooter situation. 

She said Chapel Hill is one of the 
few communities in the state to have 
a crisis unit and that she thinks Town 
initiatives like this have helped to 
make people feel more comfortable.

Currently, North Carolina has the 
23rd highest rate of gun deaths in the 
U.S. with an average of 1,470 people 
dying by guns per year, according to 
data from Everytown for Gun Safety 
Support Fund.

North Carolinians Against Gun 
Violence is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to reducing gun death 
and injury, according to its website.

Becky Ceartas, the executive 
d i r e c t o r  o f  N C G V,  s a i d  t h e 
organization works to educate 
the public about prevention and 
advocates for keeping existing gun 
restrictions, as well as enacting 
new ones.

“Gun violence is a real tragedy 
because of the numbers of lives 
being lost and because there are 
policies and programs that we can 
put in place that have been proven 
to save lives,” Ceartas said.

Ceartas said she thinks the state’s 
current pistol purchasing permit 
system and the concealed carry 
weapons permitting system are great, 
but not enough. 

The pistol purchasing permit 
system requires prospective firearm 
purchasers to pass a background 
check verifying that they meet all 
eligibility requirements, though the 
law only applies to sellers who are 
federally licensed firearm dealers. 

A bill was introduced in the N.C. 
House of Representatives earlier 
this month to repeal the system.

Ceartas said more funding needs 
to go into community violence 
intervention programs along with 
implementing universal background 
checks and requiring safe storage 
procedures for all gun owners.

Leah Krevat, a Students Demand 
Action liaison for Moms Demand 
Action, said her organization is 
also advocating for safer gun laws, 
including safe storage.

Krevat said the organization does 
this through the Be SMART program, 
which encourages individuals 
to practice safe gun storage, act 
responsibly around guns, ask about 
unsecured guns in the home and 
recognize the role of guns in suicide.

“A lot of people should care about 
(gun violence) because it can impact 
them one day,” Krevat said. “Some 
people think, ‘It’ll never happen to 
me, it shouldn’t happen to me,’ but it 
happens every day that there’s a chance 
it could happen to them and that they 
need to stop it before it does.”

This is close to home for Krevat, as 
she said her brother was on campus 
during the shooting at UNC Charlotte 
on April 30, 2019. She said her brother 
was on lockdown for about four hours 
and the experience motivated her to 
make sure that no other family feels 
the way she felt that day.

Krevat said Moms Demand 
Action does not want to take away 
others’ guns, but wants to find ways 
to come together to combat the 
epidemic of gun violence.

“It’s an important issue because 
any life is lost and incredibly tragic,” 
Ceartas said. “It leaves a hole in 
the heart of the family members 
that are left behind and the entire 
community throughout the entire 
state. We have a real gun epidemic 
going on here in North Carolina 
and throughout the country.”

The town has seen six 
gun-related incidents 
since January 2022

By Maddie Policastro
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @mkpolicastro

DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS
Utilizing gun safes is one way to reduce gun violence in communities.
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NCDHHS introduces new 
behavioral health registry 

T h e  T h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a 
Department of Health and Human 
Services introduced a new online 
hospital bed registry, the Behavioral 
Health Statewide Central Availability 
Navigator (BH SCAN), in an effort 
to reduce wait times for behavioral 
health patients on Jan. 31.

BH SCAN displays a list of available 
operational beds in behavioral health 
facilities across North Carolina. 
Providers may use BH SCAN to 
efficiently find and refer behavioral 
health patients to appropriate 
facilities for their treatment needs.

Men’s tennis team falls to 
No. 3 TCU at home

The No. 14 North Carolina men’s 
tennis team lost 3-4 to the No. 3 
TCU Horned Frogs in a matchup 
that went down to the wire a the 
Cone-Kenfield tennis center in 
Chapel Hill.

Ida B. Wells Society leaves 
UNC for Morehouse College

Members The Ida B. Wells Society 
for Investigative Reporting will relocate 
to Morehouse College, according to 
an announcement from the College 
released Thursday morning. 

The Society was co-founded by 
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist 
and UNC journalism school alumna 
Nikole Hannah-Jones, and has been 
in partnership with UNC-Chapel 
Hill since 2019. 

It was officially founded in 2016 
and has previously been affiliated 
with the City University of New York’s 
Craig Newmark Graduate School of 

BRIEFS
Behavioral health can include 

mental health and substance use 
disorders and crises.

BH SCAN also allows referring 
providers and hospitals to search for 
available inpatient beds based on specific 
search criteria, such as demographics, 
commitment status and location.     

                — Emmy Martin

Doubles play for the Tar Heels got off 
to a shaky start, with both the No. 2 and 
No. 3 courts dropping their matches to 
allow TCU to get the first point on the 
board. The duo of graduate transfer 
Ryan Seggerman and sophomore 
Casey Kania overcame the national No. 
4 doubles team in a 6-4 victory.

Ultimately, though, it would prove 
to be the doubles point that made 
the difference between winning and 
losing for the team — something that 
was not lost on head coach Sam Paul.

“We’re just not playing complete 
matches yet in doubles so we gotta 
keep working on that,” he said. 
“We’re gonna get tougher.”

           — Gwen Peace

Journalism and Harvard University. 
In a 2021 interview with The Daily 

Tar Heel, the former director of the 
Society, Rhema Bland said the initial 
failure of the UNC Board of Trustees 
to offer Hannah-Jones tenure as the 
Knight Chair in Race and Investigative 
Journalism made the dynamics between 
the University and the Society awkward.

“ We  a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e 
opportunity and experience of 
partnering with the Society since 
2019 in its work to encourage and 
retain reporters and editors of 
color in the field of investigative 
reporting,” Dean Raul Reis said in 
an email to Hussman faculty. 

             — Ira Wilder

EDUCATION

NC Public School Forum proposes teacher raise

DTH FILE/RONAN BROWN
A sign points to the Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools administrative office on Wednesday, March 4, 2020. 

The North Carolina Public 
School Forum released its Top 
Education Issues for 2023 on Jan. 
31. Ensuring fair and competitive 
compensation for educators is at 
the top of the list. 

According to the Public School 
Forum’s report, teachers in North 
Carolina have one of the largest 
pay  penal t ies  in  the  nat ion, 
earning around 24.5 percent less 
than similarly-educated peers. 

The Public School Forum is 
calling for an increase in base pay 
for North Carolina teachers equal 
to this deficit in order to reach 
the national average and to have 
teacher pay come closer to the 
state’s approximate living wage.

N . C .  S e n .  G r a i g  M e y e r 
(D-Caswell, Orange, Person) said 
a 24.5 percent increase is much 
higher than he can remember any 
other organization asking for in 
recent years.

“There are many things you need 
to do to educate children well, but 
the very first one is you have to 
put a qualified teacher in front of 
them,” Meyer said. “I think that 
the Public School Forum, when 
they call for a raise of this level, are 

changing the terms of debate in a 
way that I think is exciting.”

Lauren Fox, senior director for 
policy and research at the Public 
School Forum, said such an increase 
would only bring North Carolina 
teacher salaries to approximately 
the national average. She said it 
shouldn’t be talked about as an 
“extreme” measure.

“What’s extreme is how little 
we’re paying teachers right now,” 
Fox said.

Fox said she believes the small 
amount of money teachers are 
paying shouldn’t be normalized — 
the fact that they have to work two 
and three jobs is “extreme.” 

Eugenia Floyd works as an 
equity specialist for instructional 
equity in Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Schools and as an advisor to 
the Public School Forum. 

Before she entered these roles, 
she served as a teacher’s assistant 
in the district for four years, taught 
for eight and was named the 2021 
Burroughs Wellcome Fund North 
Carolina Teacher of the Year. 

Floyd said since she started 
teaching for CHCCS, she has lived 
outside of the district because her 
goal of owning a home and creating 
generational wealth was more 
achievable in a neighboring county.

“I think, ideally, we would love 
for our folks that work within 
our school district to be able to 
be actively involved within the 
community as well as the school,” 
she said. “I think that having that, 

it also really helps to solidify those 
really strong relationships between 
our community and the schools.”

Floyd also said she is concerned 
that people will  be interested 
in pursuing a career requiring 
various certifications while failing 
to cover basic needs.

She said many educators are 
a single devastating event away 
from poverty, though everyone 

talks about how education is a 
gateway out of poverty. Situations 
such as flat tires, news of a difficult 
medical diagnosis and other things 
can throw her off track. 

Fox said without a dramatic 
increase in teacher compensation, she 
fears teacher vacancies and attrition 
rates will continue to worsen.

“I’m talking to teachers on a 
regular basis — teachers that 

never thought they would leave 
the classroom who are feeling like 
they don’t have any other options,” 
she said. “It’s really devastating, 
and my fear is that we’ ll get to 
the point where it’s really hard to 
rebuild. And I don’t want us to get 
to that point before acting.”

Educators currently make 
24.5 percent less than 
peers in other states

By Avery Baker
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @averysnotabaker

ENVIRONMENT

Town of Pittsboro sues manufacturers over PFAS

DTH FILE/PJ MORALES
The Chatham County Courthouse is pictured on Sept. 8, 2022.

On Jan. 26, the Town of Pittsboro 
filed a lawsuit accusing several 
companies of PFAS contamination 
in the area, including in the Town’s 
drinking water.

PFAS, or per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances, are a class of synthetic 
chemicals made of carbon and fluorine 
atoms. They do not exist naturally in the 
environment and are known as “forever 
chemicals” for their longevity — taking 
anywhere from hundreds to thousands 
of years to break down naturally.

These chemicals, which are 
associated with increased cholesterol, 
increased risk of kidney or testicular 
cancers and decreased birth weight 
in infants, reached levels as high as 
1,000 parts per trillion in the Haw 
River in 2018. Current Environmental 
Protection Agency guidelines suggest 
that levels of PFOA and PFOS —the 

two most common PFAS — should 
be no higher than 0.024 parts per 
trillion combined.

The lawsuit claims that several 
industrial manufacturers — including 
DuPont, 3M, Chemguard and Tyco Fire 
Products — produced and improperly 
disposed of PFAS despite knowing 

it would result in the pollution of the 
Haw River watershed and, ultimately, 
the Town’s drinking water.

Furthermore, the lawsuit claims 
that the defendants intentionally 
c o n c e a l e d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  a n d 
dangers of the PFAS they were 
producing from the public by 

denying and downplaying the risks 
posed by the chemicals. 

Dupont has a history of legal battles 
over PFAS, including 3,550 settled 
lawsuits from victims of PFAS-related 
illnesses and economic damages.

Should  Pi ttsboro  win  th is 
lawsuit, the Town will be seeking 
damages from the defendants in 
order to recoup costs associated 
with the PFAS contamination.

The Granular Activated Carbon 
advanced filtration system, for 
example, was purchased by the Town 
as an emergency measure to mitigate 
the discovered PFAS contamination 
at the cost of about $3.5 million. This 
system, which went online last year, has 
been successful in removing nearly 90 
percent of PFAS.

According to Haw Riverkeeper 
Emily Sutton, PFAS contamination 
is not exclusive to Pittsboro, and low 
levels of PFAS exposure have now been 
detected in blood samples worldwide. 

Sutton said researchers trying to 
perform a health study on the impact 
of PFAS were unable to find any 
uncontaminated samples to form a 
control group, despite taking blood 
from people all over the world.

“None of the people that they 
had taken samples from had 
absolutely zero levels of PFOA or 
PFOS in their body,” she said.

However, the levels seen in the 
Pittsboro area are abnormally high, 
Sutton said. North Carolina is a hotspot 
for PFAS, and Pittsboro has some of the 
highest levels in the state.

According to Pittsboro Mayor Cindy 
Perry, PFAS were initially discovered by 
the Town in 2015 as local universities 
found contamination in their own 
water systems and alerted the Town.

“It has done nothing but increase 
over the course of time since then,” 
Perry said.

Perry said that the lawsuit will 
most likely be a drawn-out process 
as a result of the number and power 
of the defendants involved and that 
it is also possible that the lawsuit 
could be removed to a federal court 
in South Carolina, where there 
have been similar cases.

“We’re glad that we’re finally 
making these major corporations 
accountable for the damage they’ve 
done,” Perry said.

The lawsuit alleges that 
companies hid dangers 

of the chemicals
By Catherine Wiles

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @DTHCityState
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Town environmental justice issues remain
Chapel Hill continues to 
struggle with injustice 
and affordable housing 

By Sophia Fanning
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @fanning_sophia

TRANSPORTATION

Bus driver shortage disrupts student transit

T h e  C h a p e l  Hi l l - C a r r b o r o 
City Schools district is facing a 
shortage of bus drivers, resulting 
in a transportation crisis that has 

affected students’ ability to make 
it to school on a daily basis. 

André Stewart, the district ’s 
chief operations officer, said that 
every day, there are 15 school bus 
routes that are not covered due to 
the lack of drivers. The district’s 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t 
currently requires bus drivers who 
complete their first route to then 
take an additional route.

“Our transportation department 
has done an outstanding job of 

masking the problem for the first 
part of the year,” Stewart said. “It was 
not until November that we had our 
first uncovered route.”

Andy Jenks,  CHCCS’  chief 
communications officer, said before 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the district 
had more than 70 bus drivers. Now, 
there are 37 full-time bus drivers 
and seven office members who are 
licensed to drive buses if necessary.

The significant decrease in bus 
drivers is not an isolated issue. In the 

wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
former transportation employees 
have found higher-paying, less 
stressful jobs, Stewart said.

“There have been a number of 
attempts to incentivize drivers to 
come work for school districts such 
as increased pay, signing bonuses, 
attendance  bonuses ,  re ferral 
bonuses,” Jenks said. “Yet despite 
all of the financial enhancements 
and ongoing incentives, school 
districts continue to have a really 
di fficult  t ime recruit ing and 
retaining bus drivers.”

The CHCCS Transportation 
D e p a r t m e n t  f o r m e d  a 
t ra n s p o r t at i o n  o p t i m i z at i o n 
committee to examine the effects of 
the uncovered routes and explore 
potential solutions, Stewart said. 

The committee calculated that 
elementary, middle and high school 
students missed 3,950 potential 
instructional hours within a 39-day 
period as a result of tardiness caused 
by transportation issues. 

“Because of the bus shortage 
and unreliability, it ’s been a lot 
less  students riding the bus,” 
Aarya Potti, a senior at Chapel 
Hill High School, said. 

I n  o r d e r  t o  c o m b a t  t h e 
d isrupt ions  to  learning ,  the 
committee has proposed three 
potential strategies to lessen the 
impact of the uncovered routes. 
CHCSS is also surveying families in 
the district to see what they prefer. 

One strategy is  adopting a 
tiered bell schedule for elementary 
schools, meaning seven of the 
district’s elementary schools would 

CHCCS department 
officials propose three 

plans to improve routes
By Carly Breland

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @carlybreland

DTH/RITA YOU
Nick Torrey, senior attorney at the Southern Environmental Law Center, is pictured in his office on Tuesday, 
Jan. 24, 2023.

As rental prices fluctuate across 
the state and Chapel Hill looks to 
diversify housing options, some 
residents are concerned with 
the environmental safety of both 
existing and proposed affordable 
housing communities.

For the past decade, the Town 
has struggled with the future of 
the police station at 828 Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

In 2013, the Town announced 
the discovery of coal ash under the 
station and in the surrounding area. 
However, Chapel Hill Mayor Pam 
Hemminger said the Town knew 
there was coal ash at the location 
when they acquired it in the 1980s.

“The Town took the site on knowing 
that there was coal ash mixed with dirt 
and construction debris there,” she said. 

One proposition is redeveloping 
the land for mixed-use development 
including affordable housing, but 
many in the community have raised 
concerns about potential health 
risks for future residents.

Nick Torrey, a senior attorney at the 
Southern Environmental Law Center, 
said that to his knowledge, building 
housing on top of coal ash has not 
been done before and that the Town’s 
own consultant found unacceptable 
risks for potential residents. 

While removing the coal ash is 
possible, the Town has opted against 
it, citing “prohibitive costs,” which it 
estimates could be up to $16 million.

Torrey said coal ash removal is 
being done across the region, and, 
that the Town’s estimated cost was 
“extremely high” compared to that 
of other projects nearby.

“This only looked at sort of an all or 
nothing approach in what they’ve done 
so far, that is completely excavating 
the entire site, or essentially doing 
nothing, and leaving all the coalition 
in place,” he said. “This site has one 
area that’s very problematic, where a 
lot of the ash is concentrated on that 
steep slope right above the Bolin Creek 
Greenway, so you could remove that 
and deal with most of the problems.”

He said that SELC works to make 
sure these concerns are listened to 
and dealt with by the Town.

Linda Brown, a Chapel Hill 
resident and a member of Chapel 
Hill Alliance for a Livable Town, 
said she is already concerned 
with the conditions of the Town’s 
e x i s t i n g  a ff o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g 
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  o p p o s e s 
residential development at the site.

“It is an environmental injustice 
to place affordable housing on toxic 
coal ash heaps,” she said. 

Hemminger said because of limited 
space and the cost of mitigation, the 
Town does not plan on using the site 

for affordable housing, and that it is still 
being considered for the location of a 
municipal services center.

The Town is currently waiting to 
hear back from the N.C. Department 
of Environmental Quality on the 
results of additional testing they 
performed last year. Hemminger said 
the Town will be bringing the issue 
forward again sometime this spring.

While the future of 828 MLK 
Jr Blvd. is uncertain, other areas of 
low-income housing have taken on 
significant environmental hazards.

“This only looked at sort of an all or nothing approach in what 
they’ve done so far, that is completely excavating the entire site, or 

essentially doing nothing” 
Nick Torrey

Senior attorney at Southern Environmental Law Center

Northside and Pine Knolls are two 
of Chapel Hill’s historically Black 
neighborhoods, both of which are 
near the UNC Cogeneration Facility 
that was built in 1939.

A 2021 study from the Center 
for Biological Diversity and Sierra 
Club showed that the University had 
violated the Clean Air Act 7,830 times 
since December 2014, 217 of which 
were from the plant burning too 
much coal. The two organizations, 
joined by the Town of Carrboro, are 
suing the EPA to act on this issue.

UNC said in 2010 that it would 
phase out coal by 2020, but this goal 
has since changed. The University 
now aims to  reach net-zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2040.

One of the Town’s most prominent 
environmental  just ice  issues 
was a landfill placed next to the 
historically Black Roger-Eubanks 
neighborhood in 1972. According 
to a neighborhood community 
center website, the community was 
promised recreational facilities and 
improved infrastructure in exchange 
for the allowing the construction 
landfill, as well as the assurance it 
would be sealed in about ten years.

A decade later, no promises 
had been fulfilled, and the landfill 
expanded instead of closing. For 31 
more years, the landfill remained open 
and in use until it closed in 2013.

The neighborhood is also at the 
center of the Greene Tract project, 
which revolves around 104 acres of land 
owned by Orange County, Carrboro and 
Chapel Hill. The land was purchased in 
1984 as a potential site for a landfill but 
has remained empty since then. 

In November 2021, the Greene Tract 
Resolution was passed by the three 
jurisdictions designating 66 acres of 
the land for development, 22 acres for a 
joint preserve, and 16 acres for a public 
school and recreation site, but there has 
been little progress on the plan since. 

DTH FILE/SAMANTHA LEWIS
A Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools bus drives down Franklin Street on Nov. 28, 2022.

begin classes at 7:30 a.m. and four 
would start at 7:50 a.m.

Another proposed solution is 
changing transportation criteria 
for magnet school students, who 
attend schools outside of their zone 
for special programs, such as dual 
language learning. 

Changes to magnet students’ bus 
routes could include implementing 
transfer buses to pick up students, 
designating a shuttle stop for 
these students or eliminating 
transportation accommodations for 
magnet program students entirely. 

“A n o t h e r  o p t i o n  i s  t h e 
consolidation of bus stops so that 
our current fleet of drivers can 
more efficiently cover their routes 
from one day to the next, which 
would speed up the transportation 
process and allow the same number 
of drivers to cover more routes in a 
given day,” Jenks said.

No final decisions have been made 
yet and the district hopes to have 
new strategies implemented for the 
2023 to 2024 school year, Jenks said.

Stewart said the community has 
been very understanding of the 
transportation crisis.

“People are signing to do extra-
duty contracts from schools to 
help out their schools,” he said. 
“That ’s one of the things that 
makes Chapel Hill a wonderful 
community to work and to learn 
is that people will chip in and help 
out and not just talk about it. It’s 
awesome to see.”
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EDITORIAL

Leave TikTok researchers to their devices

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/OLIVIA PAUL
Banning social media apps, such as TikTok, could create challenges for academia.

Earlier this year, Gov. Roy Cooper 
signed Executive Order No. 276, 
prohibiting the use of certain 
applications, including TikTok, on 
state devices. The executive order led 
to the development of a new policy 
from the North Carolina Department 
of Information Technology, which 
bans TikTok on state-owned and 
state-issued devices. While the policy 
does not apply to UNC or community 
colleges in North Carolina, it remains 
to be seen whether TikTok is in the 
clear at these schools. 

“Consistent with Governor Cooper’s 
Executive Order 276, the University is 
currently working with the System 
Office to review the security concerns 
TikTok may pose to our network 
systems. We will follow guidance from 
the System on any ban or suspension 
of TikTok or WeChat,” a spokesperson 
for UNC told The Daily Tar Heel. 

At a research institution like 
UNC, any university-wide ban or 
suspension of TikTok would have 
adverse implications for research 
and academia. 

In the case a ban is implemented 
on campus, it most likely will 
only prohibit TikTok on state-
proprietary phones and computers. 
A more extreme interpretation may 
entail the app being inaccessible via 
campus Wi-Fi networks, as some 
public universities have done already.    

While it looks improbable that a 
ban would come to UNC, it should 

not be dismissed as an entirely far-
fetched possibility. So far, there has 
been a litany of public universities 
that have adopted restrictive policies 
regarding TikTok, following state-
level decisions to ban the app. 

Restrictions would make studies 
that rely on TikTok data much 
harder than they already are. 
For scholars like Deen Freelon, 
a principal researcher at UNC’s 
Center for Information, Technology, 
and Public Life, TikTok is already 
enemy No. 1 when it comes to 
accessibility. According to Freelon, 
who has developed a scraping tool 
called Pyktok to pull data from the 
platform, TikTok itself presents the 
biggest challenge to researchers. 

“The way they (TikTok) represent 
data constantly changes. And when 
it changes, that means that the 
techniques that I’ve used (for Pyktok) 
to access it break,” Freelon said. 
“Sometimes what they have changed 
it to becomes prohibitively difficult 
to access on an automated basis. And 
so some of the earlier functionality 
that my program (Pyktok) had, it 
doesn’t have anymore.” 

This problem is not unique to 
Freelon’s research. He is part of 
a larger community and ongoing 
discussion about how to acquire 
TikTok data in the absence of 
alternatives from the company. 

“I’m in conversation with other 
folks, and they can’t figure it out, 

either,” he said. “So, ultimately, we 
have to rely on TikTok’s technical 
architecture, sort of playing ball with 
us, and allowing us to access it on an 
automated basis. And they could turn 
off that functionality anytime, and 
they have done that in certain aspects.”

In addition to being unpredictable 
about how it represents its data, 
TikTok is behind its peers in making 
data available to researchers. Twitter 
currently delivers an academic API 
that is free for graduate students and 
faculty at accredited institutions, and 
Meta allows downloading content 
across Facebook, Instagram and Reddit 
via its tool CrowdTangle. However, if 
TikTok does ever follow through with 
plans to launch a public research API, 
researchers would be able to tap into a 
goldmine of insights on today’s most 
current and disruptive platform. 

In the wake of restrictive action 
across state institutions against 
TikTok, academics are flagging 
concerns over its limitations on 
teaching, outreach and research, 
and are advocating for exemptions in 
higher education. Blanket bans like 
the ones we are seeing fail to consider 
how they make important research 
inaccessible. At an institution like 
UNC, limiting access to platforms 
like TikTok would effectively curb 
the cutting-edge research that is 
done, such as the recent pioneering 
study on social media and adolescent 
brain development. 

More broadly, if public campuses 
are the only ones seeing these bans, 
this creates a divide between public 
and private higher education, as 
private institutions are insulated from 
directives that only affect state entities. 

While it is possible that they may 
pass their own bans, Freelon noted 
that faculty at private universities 
have the latitude to advocate for 
themselves in ways that public 
institutions’ faculty may not. 

“It may be a situation where 
a lot of the best research out of 
this ends up coming out of private 
organizations,” he said. 

Perhaps these bans present 
an opportunity to examine what 
happens  to  s tates  and  the i r 
institutions when an app like 
TikTok becomes prohibitively 
limited. But, the concerns raised 
by researchers have made the 
next steps imperative: states must 
critically evaluate the actual risks 
of social media platforms, mitigate 
those risks to protect users and 
safeguard academic freedom as 
more than an afterthought.

Twitter: @dthopinion

COLUMN

Is it ‘Lucky Girl Syndrome’ or just privilege?
By Juliana Chiaramonte 

Columnist

Everything just works out for me. 
Good things just come my way. The 
universe is on my side. I get everything 
I want through my positive attitude 
and intentional affirmations. I have 
Lucky Girl Syndrome. 

Lucky Girl Syndrome is TikTok’s 
latest manifestation trend. The idea 
is that using affirmative mantras and 
having a positive outlook on life will 
cause things to simply go your way. 

But Lucky Girl Syndrome isn’t a new 
phenomenon, it’s a catchy name for a 
centuries-old theory of manifestation 
that promotes what is essentially 
just positive thinking. The law of 
attraction, a similar pseudoscientific 
theory that emphasizes the influence 
of one’s own thoughts on outcomes 
in their life (whether positive or 
negative), made it to popular culture 
with the release of Rhonda Byrne’s 
self-help book, “The Secret,” in 2006. 
Manifestation practices also spiked 
during the pandemic when people 

were desperate to will themselves out 
of a worldwide crisis. 

I do think there is power in positive 
thinking and in theories such as the 
law of attraction and practices like 
intention-setting. But, is it “Lucky 
Girl Syndrome,” or is it just privilege? 

When I first came across this 
trend on TikTok, I bought into it. 
Why not just try to think my dream 
life into existence? When the trend 
picked up, though, and these videos 
came up on my feed more frequently, 
I noticed a commonality among 
the creators promoting Lucky Girl 
Syndrome: a large majority of these 
creators are white, thin, cisgender 
and/or conventionally attractive.

These TikTok creators seem to 
use the phrase, “everything just 
works out for me” until it becomes 
the truth. But did they get a high-
paying job they were underqualified 
for because they’re lucky, or because 
they could pay to go to an elite private 
university that feeds graduates into 
the company where they got the job? 
Did they get a free drink because 

they’re lucky, or because they have 
pretty privilege? Did they get that 
awesome apartment because they’re 
lucky, or because the landlord has an 
implicit (or explicit) racial bias? 

It’s possible that these creators do 
experience bouts of luck, but luck 
does not exist in a vacuum. Biases 
and privileges, whether they work 
for or against you, are strong. 

Positive thinking is important. 
But so is taking reality into account. 

People who read ten self-help 
books and get really caught up in 
manifestation through vision boards 
or journaling, for example, can easily 
move from positive thinking to wishful 
thinking. There is a fine line between 
manifesting and acting like the world 
owes you something. 

A problem arises, though, when 
manifestation “works” better for some 
than others. There is a lot of content 
on TikTok responding to Lucky Girl 
Syndrome-related videos that call 
out the theory of toxic positivity. One 
creator uses the example of a pet 
passing away and explains that it’s not 

healthy to force yourself to be positive in 
a time of grief or sadness. Just because 
you take a break from the “Lucky Girl 
mindset” doesn’t mean good things 
won’t happen to you in the future.

The prospect of toxic positivity is 
the main argument against Lucky 
Girl Syndrome on the internet. But 
this issue, combined with the issue of 
privilege, is where the real problem 
lies. Because luck isn’t distributed 
equally due to systemic barriers, it’s 
probably easy for people who haven’t 
had everything work out for them 
to blame themselves, as if they just 
didn’t “manifest hard enough.” 

The opposite is also true. People 
who have had everything work out 
for them can claim the power of 
Lucky Girl Syndrome and ignore 
the benefits of privilege. While this 
obviously is not a binary system 
and manifestation is technically a 
pseudoscience, there is a clear line 
of privilege in the creators who 
praise the effects of Lucky Girl 
Syndrome. You may feel lucky, but 
is that because you manifested it or 

because of the societal position you 
were probably just born into?

There is definitely a lot to be said 
for having a positive mindset during 
a difficult time. If nothing else, it may 
just improve your day-to-day quality 
of life. By looking for the good in every 
situation instead of the bad, you can 
train your brain to filter for the good. 

But when privileged and non-
privileged people are equally 
qualified for something, like a high-
level job, and also both buy in to the 
practices of Lucky Girl Syndrome, 
privilege will still win. You can’t, 
for example, will away the effects of 
systemic racism, sexism, classism or 
any other form of discrimination. 

Those with privileged identities, 
like myself, should not discount their 
accomplishments or ignore fun bouts 
of luck in their lives. Nor should 
they necessarily avoid positivity 
and manifestation practices. But be 
real with yourself: is it Lucky Girl 
Syndrome or is it just privilege?

Twitter: @dthopinion
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What skills 
will SCiLL 

teach?
UNC-Chapel Hill  has made 

n a t i o n a l  n e w s  f o r  a n o t h e r 
self-inflicted controversy. The 
discussion focuses on a problem 
that doesn’t exist (incivility in the 
classroom), a problem that can’t 
be solved (incivility outside of the 
classroom) and selling widgets.

We are overlooking the real 
problem: a $3 million funding 
gap obstructing the new IDEAs in 
Action curriculum.

When the  new c urr ic ulum 
was approved by the faculty, the 
administration and our advisory 
boards, the plan was to secure 
funding for the new junior- and 
senior-level courses it required 
later. Later is now.

(Incidentally, the $3 million 
estimate is for non-tenured faculty, 
which raises questions about 
freedom: will new, non-tenured 
faculty be free to express themselves 
and free from partisan interference, 
which has damaged faculty and 
shuttered programs before?)

The School of Civic Life and 
Leadership – punnily referred 
to as  SCiLL – was conceived 
by Provost Chris Clemens and 
recommended by our Board of 
Trustees. It would exist inside 
the College of Arts and Sciences, 
merge  with  the  Program for 
Public Discourse and address two 
parts of the University’s strategic 
plan: Promote Democracy and 
Communication Beyond Carolina.

The provost and members of 
the Board have talked — in the 
budget proposal for this school, 
at the Board meeting and to news 
outlets — about reducing political 
polarization.  The goal  seems 
to be to change both students’ 
willingness to discuss difficult 
topics in the classroom and how 
strongly they feel about them.

A recent UNC study cited in 
the proposal shows that students 
are most worried not about their 
professors, or the curriculum, but 
about how their peers perceive them. 
One might argue that these students 
are experiencing pangs of conscience, 
or perhaps simply learning to read 
the room – a valuable social skill, not 
a flaw in the curriculum.

Students experience emotions 
and undergo partisan polarization 
because they hold values. If, for 
instance, you look at the state 
of North Carolina’s schools and 
wonder if raising taxes would help 
the children that we are allowing 
to face hunger and illiteracy, I can 
consider the data with dispassion; 
but I will be impatient if you say 
raising taxes is bad without a 
realistic proposal for how else we’ll 
find money to help.

It’s not just our students whose 
feelings sometimes overcome 
them. Trustee John Preyer spoke 
with visible frustration about the 
Program for Public Discourse at 
the last Board meeting, calling it a 
“glorified speaker series” as he urged 
the creation of this new school. He 
was frustrated because he cared. 
Similarly, the discussion between 
Clemens and the faculty last week 
got heated, probably because the 
faculty care if they still oversee 
teaching, and the provost cares 
about implementing this new plan.

I care about things, too: getting 
that $3 million, hiring some new 
teachers and spending whatever 
else we can get on things like 
l o w  s t a ff  p ay,  m a i n t e n a n c e , 
food insecurity on campus, and 
expanding our new School of Data 
Science and Society.

– Theodore Nollert, President, 
UNC Chapel Hill Graduate and 

Professional Student Government

COLUMN

Sometimes ‘bad’ user interfaces are good

DTH/JAKE HOGAN
DTH Photo Illustration. The university gives students access to many website interfaces, and many students think 
they are bad. Photo of Sakai taken on Wednesday, Feb. 1, 2023.

The UNC Men’s basketball team 
played against Duke this past 

weekend. After 
a close first half, 
the Tar Heels fell 
behind, leaving 
the Blue Devils to 

take the win. But not all hope 
is lost. The next game  — and a 
homecourt advantage — might 
lead us straight to victory. 
Franklin Street, here we come!

QuickHits
After the 65th Grammy Awards, 
Beyoncé officially became the 

most decorated 
musical artist 
in history. And 
rightfully so! After 
getting her 32nd 

Grammy, Queen Bey solidified 
her spot as a musical GOAT. We 
wouldn’t be surprised to see her 
collect a few more awards in the 
years to come, either.

Down to DookBeyoncé dominates

What is the editorial board?
A group of student journalists who 

meet twice a week to discuss the 
latest news, seeking to comment 
on issues from an intersectional 
perspective. The editorial board is 
independent from The Daily Tar 
Heel’s newsroom.

Editorials are unsigned. They don’t 
reflect the opinion of any one 
person, but rather the consensus 
of the board as a whole, influenced 
by the values it has held for the 
past 129 years. 

Just as The Daily Tar Heel itself 
values truth and transparency, 
the board values integrity, 
accountability, creativity and 
fairness. These values shape how 
we address questions of Carolina’s 
future, past and present.

By Arul Gundam
Editorial Board Member

A good interface shouldn’t be 
noticed by the user. There should 
be consistency in the design of 
whatever websites or applications 
in order to offer the user a feeling 
of control. In the sense that being 
“good” is to be accessible, open 
and convenient, this definition is 
correct, but I feel like it is limited.

“Good” is subjective in regard 
to one’s worldview. If you enjoy 
inaccessibility, guardedness and 
being an inconvenience, then that 
is what is “good” to you. I disagree 
with you, but I doubt I can change 
your opinion, considering your 
stubbornness. The one thing we 
can agree on, however, is that 
occasionally gatekeeping has value.

Take a discussion on an obscure 
topic ,  for  example.  The best 
possible discussion that could 
take place surrounding this subject 
is one that solely includes people 
educated on the issue at hand, thus 
providing meaningful discourse 
and argumentation. If you drop 
someone into this discussion who 
has no idea what’s going on but give 
them the same facilities as every 
other participant to contribute, 
they might say just as much as 
everyone else, but they definitely 
won’t say anything as pertinent.

I ’d  l ike to apply this  same 
principle to user interfaces. In 
terms of web design, it could be 
argued that gatekeeping could 
b e  p r o d u c t i v e .  Ho b b i e s  o n e 
pursues on the internet shouldn’t 
necessarily be vetted for those 
deemed “worthy.” However, there 
are steps that could be taken to 
make users reach a point where 
not  only  their  experience on 
the website is more worthwhile 
and enjoyable, for everyone — 

including the user themselves.
For me, Goodreads is a perfect 

example of this type of combative 
user interface that actually serves 
a purpose. As a catalog that allows 
individuals to search its database 
of books, annotations, quotes and 
reviews, Goodreads has received 
lots of criticism for its seemingly 
outdated interface which is hard 
to navigate and also prone to bugs. 
However, there are steps that could 
be taken to reach a point where 
everyone’s experience on the website 
is more worthwhile and enjoyable, 
including the user themselves.

If you look at Goodreads’ most-
rated book, “Harry Potter and 
the Sorcerer’s Stone”,  popular 
reviews presently include detailed 

analyses, personal anecdotes and 
moving expressions of love for the 
story. On the contrary, Letterboxd, 
a film-centric social networking 
site with a much more traditionally 
accessible UI than Goodreads, has 
significantly duller discussion. 
Looking at “Parasite”, the most-
watched movie on the app, you can 
see that most of the film’s popular 
reviews are just jokes. Sure, some 
are pretty funny, but personally, 
some of them make me want to 
gouge my eyes out.

I suppose it all  works on a 
case-by-case basis, but that exact 
attention to what makes specific 
applications or websites the best 
versions of themselves should be 
detailed and related to the subject 

at hand. Reading as a pursuit 
consumes weeks of people’s time 
just to finish one story. Surely 
discussion regarding books should 
be just as rigorous.

After all,  it ’s not as though 
the real world functions much 
differently. If you want to go to 
UNC, you can’t just walk on in. You 
apply through a tedious process and 
wait several months to hear back 
— all to the benefit of the school. 
This institution wouldn’t view 
itself as prestigiously as it does if it 
just let anybody in. In that regard, 
if we want the internet to reflect 
the world around us, a little bit of 
gatekeeping can go a long way.

Twitter: @dthopinion

Assignments are piling up, 
the new extracurricular’s 

we’ve enrolled 
in are taking 
more time than 
we anticipated, 
our roommates 

are getting on our nerves... in 
other words, we just hit the one 
month mark into the semester. 
It won’t last forever, but we 
aren’t loving it while it’s here.

A school slump
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To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 7 — Rest can restore 
strength. Don’t push beyond 
limitations. Abandon illusions. 
Work with what you have. 
Discuss potential and develop 
interesting possibilities. You can 
win.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is a 6 — Romantic 
fantasies and ideals fade. Still, 
you can see the possibilities. 
Build with what you have. 
Creativity flowers from curiosity. 
Relax and have fun.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is an 8 — You’re especially 
productive at home. Clean 
domestic messes and make 
improvements. Study options 
and choose lasting quality. 
Work together for shared family 
support.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is an 8 — Discuss a dream 
or vision with your network. 
Imagine it, realized. Find a 
diamond in the rough and polish 
it. Share the possibilities.  

LEo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 — Clarify your 
vision. List financial goals. Repay 
a debt. A sense of purpose, 
passion and connection 
energizes your steps. Advance 
for lasting gain.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is an 8 — Nurture 
yourself. Dress for success. Try 
a new style. Imagine perfection 
and build your vision, piece by 
piece. Indulge personal passions 
and they grow.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is a 7 — Organize plans 
in private. Envision what you 
really want. Insight dawns and 
illuminates new possibilities. 
Speculate and explore. Research 
and discover interesting 
potential.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is an 8 — Notice what’s 
not working with a team project. 
Share ideas that contribute to 
the shared mission. Learn from 
multiple perspectives. Find 
creative solutions together. 

Sagittarius (NOV. 22-
DEC.21)
Today is an 8 — Discuss 
professional possibilities 
and potential with trusted 
allies. Valuable solutions, 
collaborations and projects arise 
in conversation. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is a 9 — Expand your 
exploration. Investigate 
potential avenues. Study and 
research options. Watch for 
hidden dangers. Listen for clues 
and insight. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Today is an 8 — Collaborate 
for shared financial gain. Seek 
win-win solutions and find 
them. Resolve complications 
by talking them through. Listen 
generously. Repay kindness. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 9 — Share 
encouragement and support 
with your partner. Discuss 
plans, ideas and possibilities 
for the future. Develop your 
common vision with love. 

HOROSCOPES If February 8th is 
Your Birthday...

Connect and network to grow this year. Stay true to your word, your 
values and yourself. The resolution of winter domestic puzzles inspires 
buzzing springtime connections. Summer changes reorient your work or 
industry, leading to autumn explorations and fantastic discoveries. Creative 
communication projects flourish. 

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

Across
1 Weight room units 
5 Angry at Christ’s death? 
10 Item thrown in some bars 
14 Many 
15 The ‘A’ in AV club 
16 “Somewhere ____ the Rainbow” 
17 “Just do it” brand 
18 Casino machines 
19 Professors Alyssa Byrnes and Kristopher 
Jordan 
22 Don a heavily-used dress, say 
23 Pioneer country singer Arnold 
24 Sleep for just a bit 
26 American intelligence org. 
29 Free merch 
32 Additionally 
36 Took care of, mafioso style 
40 UNC’s Daniel Wallace, after writing 
“The Cat’s Pajamas” 
43 Japanese noodle dish 
44 Word before ‘stick’ or ‘up’ 
45 Beginner’s difficulty level 
46 Unaffiliated frat on UNC’s campus 
48 Unit of corn 
50 Diploma holder 
54 Privy to the punchline, say 
57 Intermediary between borrowers and 
lenders 
63 Pavarotti or Plácido Domingo 
64 Teensy weensy 
65 “Approximately” 
66 The beauty in “Beauty and the Beast” 
67 With ‘or,’ a threat 
68 Brussels-based In’tl. org. 
69 Fashion sense 
70 Lays eyes on 

Down
1 Pressed the doorbell 
2 High-ranking 
3 Sent a playful Facebook gesture 
4 One’s place 
5 Untraceable payment 
6 King’s dominion 
7 Stench 
8 Uses the couch, say 
9 Emergency acronym 
10 Children’s show “__ McStuffins” 
11 Solemnly swear 
12 Portuguese ‘network’ 
13 Isosceles or scalene shape 
20 American gun org. 
21 UNC consulting club 
25 Expected amount of golf strokes 
27 “I’ll pay you next time” note 
28 Provocative country song “_____ De-
light” 
29 Self-contained system, abbr. 
30 “Which doctor is in?” 
31 Target the target 
33 Section of a relay 
34 Weekly sketch comedy program, abbr. 
35 ‘Bear’ in Buenos Aires 
37 Home of home loans, abbr. 
38 Lip balm brand 
39 2022 LAB Theatre production “___ 
Land” 
41 Double helix molecule 
42 Fill with admiration 
47 Breakfast protein 
49 A musical manner? 
51 Scores empirically 
52 Acrobatic 
53 Heavy or dimwitted 
55 Traditional gumbo vegetable 
56 Home often found in 60-down 
57 Get together 
58 Singular 
59 Pillsbury dough product and instruction 
60 Family diagram structure 
61 Off weeks in the NFL 
62 Kanga’s child in the “Winnie-the-Pooh” 
franchise 
63 “Seinfeld” network 

““God(s) of War:

 RagnaWork”
This week’s crossword was 
created by Liam Furlong. 
Liam is a UNC sophomore 

majoring in comparative liter-
ature and education.

 He is from Wilmington, Del-
aware.

                                Help Wanted                                Help WantedCHILD CARE WANTED

RETAIL REPRESENTATIVE/SALES Shifts: 11:30-6 pm or 5:30-midnight or 1am (weekends). 
Training $60 per shift plus tips.  Orange Co Living Wage certified. Email resume. Kravekava@
gmail.com

MODERN
CONSCIENTIOUS

DENTISTRY

Call or email today to schedule 
your next appointment.

919-682-9707

Dr. Samir J. Naik, DDS

                                Help Wanted                                Help WantedCHILD CARE WANTED

PERSONAL ASSISTANT NEEDED To help with laundry, meal prep, light housework, answering 
emails. 5-10 hours a week. $15/hour includes parking spot 5 minute walk from Franklin. Email: 
jenniferdlatimer@gmail.com.

LATIN AND CELLO HELP WANTED 15yo male needs help with Latin 3 and Intermediate Cello. $30/
hour, 1.5-2 hours, twice a week. Flexible & we can pick you up. LeslieT770@gmail.com

Register here
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OFFSEASON CHECK-IN

UNC baseball welcomes high expectations 
After a strong finish to 

last season, the Tar Heels 
seek to stay humble

By Cooper Metts
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

After winning the ACC Baseball 
Championship and hosting a super 
regional last season, there’s a lot of 
excitement surrounding the North 
Carolina baseball team ahead of 
opening day.

The Tar Heels are ranked in the top 
25 in all of the major polls, and some 
players are receiving preseason honors 
and recognition. Rather than shying 
away from the pressure of expectations, 
the Tar Heels are welcoming it.

“We were talking about it the 
other day, that you want to coach 
somewhere where you had those 
expectations,” head coach Scott 
Forbes said. “And when you coach 
at the University of North Carolina, 
every sport has those expectations.”

Questions remain for UNC, a team 
returning many of the same players 
that got out to a slow start in ACC 
play last season. The Tar Heels have 
a challenging slate of non-conference 
opponents awaiting them this year, 
beginning with a home series against 
Seton Hall starting on Feb. 17.

The Tar Heels also have several 
young players on the roster, like 
Preseason All-America center fielder 

DTH FILE/NICK PACINI
Then UNC first-year outfielder Vance Honeycutt (7) slides safely into third base during a home game at Boshamer 
Stadium against Gardner-Webb on Tuesday, May 10, 2022.

Vance Honeycutt, who are key 
contributors but haven’t yet dealt 
with high external expectations at the 
collegiate level.

“We talk about it as a team, that 
you can be humble and you can be 
confident,” Forbes said. “But as soon 
as you lose that humility, we have a 
saying in our locker room, ‘What’s 
coming? And that’s a big old piece 
of humble pie.’”

UNC’s roster is well-rounded with 
veteran experience, as the team is 
returning six of its consistent starters 
from last season. 

Junior catcher Tomas Frick, one 
of the team’s leaders, will be back 
behind the plate this season. He’ll be 
accompanied by fellow junior third 
baseman Mac Horvath, an offensive 
weapon who produced the second 
most runs on the team last season, and 
junior Johnny Castagnozzi, who can 
play multiple positions in the infield.

Many of these upperclassmen, like 
Frick and Horvath, were on the roster 
when UNC struggled to finish with a 
winning record in the 2021 season.

These players understand what it 
takes to build a successful team and 
earn the recognition the Tar Heels 
are now receiving. Their leadership 
in navigating the high preseason 
expectations will play a critical role 
in determining whether UNC meets 
them or allows them to lose their 
humility and fall short.

“I think the biggest thing for us is to 
bring what we learned from last season 

and try to share with the new guys,” 
junior catcher Eric Grintz said. “We’ve 
got to stick to our mentality, stick to 
our culture, stick to our standards and 
really try to keep that even mentality 
going throughout the season.”

Instead of focusing outward, the Tar 
Heels plan to spend the weeks before 
opening day focusing on what they 

can control and trying to prepare for 
the season to come. Younger players 
believe maintaining the mentality 
they entered last season with during 
preseason preparation is critical for 
the Tar Heels to keep preseason hype 
from getting to their heads.

“Every single game counts — every 
single inning, every single pitch 

counts towards the common goal 
that we have of getting to Omaha and 
winning the national championship,” 
junior pitcher Max Carlson said. “So, 
regardless of the day, every single 
pitch is important, and I think we all 
understand that this is the stuff.”

Twitter: @DTHsports

Matson talks transition to head coaching position

DTH FILE/JEROME IBRAHIM
UNC field hockey claimed its 10th title as a program with a 2-1 win over 
Northwestern on Sunday, Nov. 20 2022  at the George J. Sherman Family 
Sports Complex.

“There was never a thought of, let’s do this 
somewhere else. And it was kind of like, this is it and 

if it doesn’t work out, I’ll be OK. I’ll figure it out.” 
Erin Matson

Head coach of UNC field hockey

It ’s been just a month since 
her graduation and Matson has 
already exchanged the cap and 
gown for a whistle and a clipboard. 

“This isn’t something that the 
application opened and I was like, 
‘Oh this would be fun,’” she said. 
“Because that would definitely be 
a red flag.”

W h i l e  s h e ’s  b e e n  a  l i t t l e 
preoccupied with winning an ACC 
title and a national championship, 
Matson said the position has been 
on her mind since last August. 

As a teammate, Shelton said 
Matson was vocal in practices and 
film sessions. She was a captain 
that players came to when they 
needed to voice any concerns. If 
Shelton designed a drill or needed 
someone to demonstrate a skill, 
she called upon Matson. 

While some have raised concerns 
that Matson won’t be able to lead 
a group of her peers, Shelton is 
confident in her mentee’s abilities.

“It won’t take long for her to 
establish herself as the leader of 
the program,” she said.

It also doesn’ t hurt that the 
two head coaches have a long list 
of similarities — so many that 
Matson admits it’s “funny.” 

Matson is 22. Shelton was 23 
when she was hired. They were 
both the “GOAT” of field hockey in 
their respective generations. They 
both have the competitiveness, the 
international experience and the 
Honda Awards.

But, without Shelton on the 
sidelines, it’s now Matson’s turn to 
find a balance between old and new.

“We have a winning way, so I’m 
planning on keeping it that way,” 
Matson said. “It’s exciting to look 
at areas that I can impact, things 
we can tweak, modernizing some 
things, making it more relatable to Twitter: @shelbymswanson

DTH FILE/HEATHER DIEHL
Then-senior UNC senior forward Erin Matson (1) runs toward the goal 
during the ACC Championship game against UVA at the Jack Katz Stadium 
in Durham, N.C. on Friday, Nov. 4, 2022. UNC beat UVA 3-2.

Continued from Page 1

the young recruits and generation 
and everything, while of course 
respecting the boundaries.”

Sophomore midfielder Kennedy 
Cliggett said that practices under 
Matson, which started last Wednesday, 
have been going “very well.”

“She was in our shoes,” Cliggett 
said. “She knows how we operate. 
She knows what we like and what 
we didn’t like. One thing about 
our team that we like is we want 
more realistic drills, like a 3v3 or, 
more realistic drills that are game-
like... her practice plans are what 
we tend to like a lot.”

The staff, aside from Matson, 
will stay more or less the same, 
which Shelton said is the “most 
settling thing” for her during this 
time of transition.

“I think it  would ’ve been a 
much, much harder transition 
to hire somebody from outside 
to come in, who doesn’ t know 
our team and doesn’t know our 
culture,” Shelton said. “I think it 
was a natural step and one that is 
going to end up being one of the 
best decisions and coaching hires 
that we’ve ever had.”

For Matson, the transition has 
been a bit less settling.

The 22-year-old said that her 
onboarding has been a “team 
effort” — a whirlwind of meetings 
with staff members like associate 
head coach Grant Fulton and 
assistant coach Caitlin Van Sickle, 
who have helped get Matson up to 
speed on everything. 

She’s already getting involved 
in recruiting. Matson’s inbox is 

already piling up with emails from 
recruits. And she said her direct 
messages are “even more chaotic.” 
On top of the contacts the program 
already had, she’s been flooded 
with the interest of young girls 
across the nation. 

These girls who idolize her, who 
traveled to her games and crowded 
around her autographs, can now 
aspire to play for the GOAT. 

It’s a huge weight to carry on 
top of the day-by-day demands of 
her new job.

But despite the hectic nature 
of it all — she still needs to fully 
furnish her currently couch-less 
apartment — Matson is finding 
time to soak it all in.

“I do find myself driving down 
Franklin in a very familiar, yet 
totally different way,” she said. “It 
feels right, and like home.”

In between meetings, she’ll said 
throw a good song on in her car, 
let the windows roll down and just 
“enjoy this for a second.”

“I could never put on orange or 
red, or any other color, and preach 
about how, you know, ‘Come here 
because it’s the best school in the 
country,’” Matson said “I can’t. It’s 
a lie. And I’m biased, but that’s 
fine. There was never a thought of, 
let’s do this somewhere else. And 
it was kind of like, this is it and if 
it doesn’t work out, I’ ll be OK. I’ ll 
figure it out.”
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Tar Heels struggle without starters
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL UNC 

takes on 
Wake 
Forest

Last night, the North Carolina 
men’s basketball team faced off 
against in-state rival Wake Forest at 
Lawrence Joel Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum in Winston-Salem.

UNC came into the game ranked 
seventh in the ACC standings, and 
the Demon Deacons were right on 
their heels in eighth place.

The Tar Heels faced the tall 
task of  covering Wake Forest 
graduate guard Tyler Applebee, 
whose 18 points per game going 
into the matchup made him the 
conference’s second leading scorer  
— just one spot behind UNC senior 
center Armando Bacot.

The game ended past print 
deadline, but sports editor Hunter 
Nelson and assistant sports editor 
Lucas Thomae were on the scene 
to cover the highly anticipated 
conference matchup. Scan the QR 
code to read The Daily Tar Heel’s 
coverage from the game.

SCAN TO READ

Courtney Banghart knew the odds 
weren’t favorable.

As the head coach of the No. 11 North 
Carolina women’s basketball team gave 
her closing thoughts following UNC’s 
62-55 loss at Louisville on Sunday, she 
wanted to emphasize one thing.

“Let’s be clear: we were without 
two starters,” Banghart said. “That 
can’t be understated. That’s a big ask 
for a team to come into Louisville, 
where (the Cardinals) need to win 
to make the tournament, and we’re 
out two starters.”

With redshirt senior guard Eva 
Hodgson and junior forward Alyssa 
Ustby sidelined due to injury, North 
Carolina struggled to replace the 
specialized assets both starters bring 
to the floor, with Hodgson being the 
team’s leading 3-point shooter and 
Ustby ranking fourth in the ACC in 
rebounds per game.

“It’s a big thing, we need (Ustby and 
Hodgson),” first-year guard Paulina 
Paris said. “They both do important 
things on both sides of the floor that we 
needed tonight, so that’s their impact.”

Without Hodgson’s catch-and-shoot 
ability, UNC shot just 1-12 from beyond 
the arc. Without Ustby’s interior 
presence and rim-running abilities, the 
Tar Heels grabbed 11 fewer rebounds 
than the Cardinals and scored just two 
fast break points.

Despite the noticeable absences, 
the Tar Heels seemed to be holding 
their own with a nine-point lead 

early in the third quarter. But when 
Louisville guard Chrislyn Carr began 
to heat up from downtown, UNC 
couldn’t keep pace offensively.

“We didn’t shoot well and we 
couldn’t generate anything over 94 
feet, so points were really hard to 
come by,” Banghart said.

As the Tar Heels’ scoring quietly 
plateaued, their youth began to show. 
Clinging onto a 38-37 lead midway 
through the third quarter, Paris looked 
to inbound the ball to redshirt first-year 
forward Teonni Key.

Paris lofted a high-arcing pass 
from the baseline. Key, who thought a 
teammate was behind her, didn’t go for 
the ball. Seconds later, Louisville guard 
Morgan Jones intercepted the pass 
and accelerated down the floor for a 
breakaway layup and the Cardinals 
never trailed again.

After holding Louisville to 23 first 
half points, the Tar Heels allowed 25 
points in the third quarter alone.

There was a silver lining in the loss, 
as junior guard Deja Kelly called the 
game a ‘stepping stone’ for the younger 
players who were asked to step up 
in Hodgson and Ustby’s absence. 
Banghart agreed, while also pointing 
out her team’s shortcomings.

“This was a great college basketball 
environment,” Banghart said. “I think 
it sort of rattled (the younger players) 
a little bit. That showed itself in a few 
costly errors. Great experience for our 
young guys, but they didn’t play well 
enough to help us win.”

Paris played all 40 minutes 
against Louisville and has gelled 
nicely as a score-first guard. In fact, 
Banghart doesn’t even consider 
her to be a “true freshman,” given 

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNC ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS
UNC first-year guard Paulina Paris (2) shoots a layup against Louisville. UNC lost 62-55. 

all the minutes Paris has played 
compared to the other first-years.

But while Paris has had time to fill 
Hodgson’s role, the temporary loss of 
Ustby was far more apparent. Until 
Sunday, Ustby had started 71 games 
in a row for North Carolina and had 
never missed a game in her three 
seasons on the team.

According to Banghart, there isn’t 
yet an established timetable for Ustby’s 
return. With its eight-game winning 
streak snapped and ranked matchups 
against N.C. State, Virginia Tech and 
Duke on the horizon, UNC is on a tight 
timetable to regain momentum — with 
or without its starters.

“Nobody’s super healthy at this time 
of the year, so I don’t think anyone’s 
feeling bad for us,” Banghart said.

Absence of Hodgson, 
Ustby apparent in loss 

against Louisville
By Daniel Wei

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @danielhwei

“It always delivers.”
That’s what ESPN college basketball analyst and Duke alum Jay Bilas had to say about 

the rivalry between North Carolina and Duke going into the men’s basketball matchup 
on Saturday, Feb. 4. 

And it did just that. 
Despite the newer faces of head coaches Hubert Davis and Jon Scheyer being on the 

visiting and home sidelines, respectively, the atmosphere at Cameron Indoor Stadium 
was just as raucous as it’s ever been.

The two teams were tied down the stretch, with Duke taking a 59-57 lead with 1:35 to 
go that they would not relinquish.

Here are some of the photos our photographers on the floor captured of the latest 
chapter in college basketball’s most storied rivalry. 

North Carolina falls just short in 
Tobacco Road matchup

PHOTO SPREAD BY SAMANTHA LEWIS
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