
Einstein said time was relative, right? Maybe I’m not late. Maybe you guys are early.
MILES MORALES

DTH/MARIS AVA CRUZ
UNC sophomore Deeksha Mittal and other UNC students call Chancellor 
Guskiewicz on Sept. 22, 2020 to demand he end the use of UNC’s coal plant.

DTH/MARIS AVA CRUZ
Students march on Cameron Avenue on Sept. 22, 2020 to protest UNC’s active 
coal plant on campus.

By Kyle Ingram
Senior Writer

Environmental activists held 
a “No Coal UNC” rally in-person 
at the Old Well and virtually on 
Zoom Tuesday, demanding that the 
University stop using its coal-fired 
power plant by 2023.

Drawing from the University’s 
response to COVID-19 and the 
national reckoning on racial injustice, 
speakers condemned UNC’s coal 
use for its disproportionate effect on 
the historically-Black community 
around the plant. 

Claire Bradley, a UNC junior and 
co-hub coordinator for the Chapel 
Hill & Carrboro Sunrise Movement, 
said coal use intersects with the Black 
Lives Matter movement, community 
safety, and the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“I think UNC has mishandled all 
three of those,” Bradley said. “The 

use of coal is a risk to public health, 
the continued use of University police 
and our relationship with the Chapel 
Hill Police Department is harmful to 
BIPOC students, and our mishandling 
of the COVID-19 pandemic has caused 

Though classes are virtual, 
activist are calling on UNC to 

fulfill its promise.

a lot of people harm.”
The Center for Biological Diversity 

and the Sierra Club organized the rally 
following recent legal action they have 
taken against UNC. The complaint, 
scheduled to enter mediation on 
Friday, alleges that the power plant 
has violated the Clean Air Act. 

“There are substantive pollution 
control violations, there are failures 
to monitor pollution from various 
parts of the facility, and then there 
are failures to report those violations 
to the regulatory authorities,” Perrin 
deJong, the Center’s North Carolina 
staff attorney said.

At the Old Well, activists staged 
a socially-distant protest, holding 
a large black-and-white banner 
saying “No Coal UNC” towards 
South Building, chanting “people 
over profits, justice over greed, we 
demand accountability!” 

On Zoom, professors, student 
activists,  and Orange County 

Amid COVID-19, women’s rugby 
finds sense of community

DTH/YATES MCCONNELL
Sophomore political science and environmental studies major Rebecca Lee 
works out with senior Amy Chau, president of the women’s rugby team. 

By Eve Maddock
Staff Writer

Contact defines the game of rugby.
The sport combines the tackling 

of American football, the constant 
motion of soccer and the roughness 
of hockey — all without any pads or 
helmets. But the rough-and-tumble 
nature of the sport isn’t something 
that UNC women’s rugby players shy 
away from. 

If you spend any time with the 
UNC women’s rugby football club, 
they’ ll tell you the matches allow 
for a lot of aggressive play, but that 
teamwork and the bonds it fosters 
offset part of the game’s intensity. 
In fact, match secretary and UNC 
senior Rachel Nguyen noted that 
because of the nature of the game 
and its physical demands, rugby 
requires a group effort. 

“Once you’re tackled, your team has 
to be there to protect you and the ball,” 
Nguyen said. “That’s a big teamwork 
aspect. Also, the physicality of the 
game is very scary, so having other 

people there, experiencing it with you 
helps a lot too.”

With each team fielding 15 
players, it’s crucial that the women 
know their teammates’ styles of play 
so they can work together to succeed 
in matches. This level of teamwork 
is what cultivates the close-knit 
community among the players, and 
translates off the field as well.

In rugby, “contact” doesn’t even 
end when the final whistle blows. One 
of the sport’s traditions is to socialize 
following the games. The social chairs 
from each team get in contact and 
plan a postgame get-together at one of 
the teams’ houses or a local restaurant. 
The same women who fought it out on 
the field will find themselves singing 
rugby songs together a few hours later. 
They might be tired or sore, but it’s 
clear why they keep coming back.

“ I t ’s  mainly  to  jus t  show 
sportsmanship and also to get to 
know new people and create a friendly 
environment in the game of rugby,” 
social chairperson Rebecca Lee said.

Things are a bit different with 
COVID-19 restrictions in place. In 
a contactless world, the rugby team 
has been seeking out new ways to 

From physicality on the field 
to team meetings on Zoom, 
the team thrives on contact.

Students continue the push 
against coal on campus

SEE RUGBY, PAGE 3

SEE COAL, PAGE 3

Delayed promise means empty housing
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By Henry Haney
Assistant City & State Editor

A year-and-a-half after the Town 
of Chapel Hill designated public 

housing community Trinity Court 
for redevelopment, the apartments 
still sit vacant. 

A chain blocks off the road leading 
to the community, whose windows 
are boarded up. Refrigerators and 
furniture are strewn about the property 
and Trinity Court is more of a home to 
roaming deer than it is to Chapel Hill’s 
housing-insecure residents. 

In January of 2019, the Town of 
Chapel Hill held a public meeting on 
the Rental Assistance Demonstration 
Program, which is intended to 
improve local public and affordable 
housing properties with assistance 
from the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. Trinity 
Court was designated as the first site 
for redevelopment due to structural 

damage that rendered it uninhabitable. 
The community was built in the 

Northside neighborhood in 1975. With 
its 40 units, it’s one of the largest of the 
Town’s 13 public housing communities. 
Trinity Court was vacated in 2018 due 
to damages from leakage and mold 
— a common problem in the Town’s 
older public housing units — and 
subsequently slated for redevelopment 

u n d e r  a  R e n t a l  A s s i s t a n c e 
Demonstration Conversion. 

Redevelopment, however, is no 
quick process. Chapel Hill Town 
Mayor Pro Tem Michael Parker said 
construction on the project is not set 
to begin until 2022. After weighing 
various options for redevelopment, 

SEE TRINITY HOUSING, PAGE 5

Stalled redevelopment for 
Trinity Court causes vacant 

public housing in Chapel Hill.
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Graduate workers abroad face unemployment

DTH/SEMANUR KARAYAKA

DTH/ANGELINA KATSANIS

Mauricio Salazar-Saenz, Ph.D. student in UNC’s Department of Economics, sits at 
his desk for a virtual portrait on Friday, Sept. 18, 2020 from Medellin, Colombia. 

Voter registration forms at a booth on Franklin Street on Saturday, Sept. 5, 2020.

By Maydha Devarajan
Senior Writer

Mauricio Salazar-Saenz should 
have been preparing for the start of 
the fall semester. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic 
worsened and embassies remained 
closed, Salazar-Saenz’s spring break 
visit home to Colombia turned 
into a months-long stay. Still, he 
expected to be back in the virtual 
classroom in August, working as a 
teaching assistant and finishing his 
dissertation at UNC. 

But less than a week before classes 
were set to begin, Salazar-Saenz said 
he was informed by his adviser that 
wouldn’t be the case. 

This semester, a new University 
policy mandated that graduate 
students needed to be physically 
present in the U.S. by Aug. 10 to serve 
as teaching or research assistants — 
leaving some international graduate 
students scrambling to find a 
solution to sudden unemployment.

Policy implications

Salazar-Saenz said when he initially 
decided to remain in Colombia, both 
he and his adviser didn’t think there 
would be an issue with him teaching 
remotely, as he was able to do so when 
UNC transitioned to online-only 
learning in March. The embassy was 
closed, so he couldn’t renew his F1 visa, 
and regular international flights to the 
U.S. only resumed Sept. 19. 

Stuck abroad and without the 
stipend that he normally receives as a 
graduate teaching assistant, Salazar-

Saenz said he would have to pay out 
of pocket for health insurance and 
out-of-state tuition for the fall. 

Ultimately, he decided to take a leave 
of absence from the University this 
semester — before what was supposed 
to be the final year of his doctoral 
program in economics department.

“This is not something that I 
was supposed to do,” he said. “And 
if this is going to hurt something, 
it’s the reputation of UNC. Because 
the quality of the papers that we will 
produce at the end won’t be as high 
rigor as if they were able — no, as 
if they decided to actually recognize 
that this is a situation with many 
dimensions we cannot control.”

An internat ional  doc tora l 
candidate in the anthropology 
d e p a r t m e n t ,  w h o  r e q u e s t e d 
anonymity due to concerns about 
employment and immigration, said 
she knows at least six other graduate 
students abroad in a similar situation. 
She initially planned to conduct field 
research in South America for the 
year, but when the University shut 
down in March, she returned to her 
home country in Europe. 

Having an appointment as a TA 
or another similar position is crucial 
for ensuring international graduate 
students are eligible for tuition 
remission and in-state tuition, the 
anthropology student said. 

Departments, and not individual 
students, can seek exceptions to the 
fall 2020 policy.

“Grounds for exception might 
include such factors as heavy cost to 
a program from losing international 
TAs/RAs, or very low risk of 

export control concerns in a given 
discipline,” the website states.

According to the website, with 
the exception process, the University 
may need to hire a tax adviser to 
examine the “risks” to UNC or the 
student’s department, as well as a 
third party Professional Employment 
Organization to manage student 
employment. These roles could cost 
the department several thousand 
dollars for even one exception request. 

“The money that TAs make 
is probably laughable for people 
at the South Building, TAs are 
so underpaid,” the anthropology 
student said. “It just seemed like 
the process was made so impossible 
that no department would be able to 
employ their TAs remotely, because 

the cost was just so high.”
Dean of the College of Arts & 

Sciences Terry Rhodes informed 
faculty members of the new policy on 
July 21. In an email obtained by The 
Daily Tar Heel, Rhodes cautioned 
against requesting the exception.

“Although the communication below 
outlines a procedure for requesting an 
exception, please note that the costs to 
do so are prohibitive, and I am asking 
that departments not pursue this path 
during a time of expected budgetary 
constraints,” Rhodes wrote.

university@dailytarheel.com

Campus groups go virtual to encourage voting 

By Yunshu Yu
Staff Writer

With Election Day less than two 
months away, student groups at UNC 
are adjusting their strategies to help 
students vote during a remote semester. 

In a normal year, groups would 
be holding in-person events, like 
on-campus voter registration in the 
Pit. But with classes moved online 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
most of the work has turned virtual 
— with social media being one of the 
main ways to distribute information. 

“We are creating infographics and 
reaching out to people to make sure 
that they know we are a resource for 
them in case they do need anything,” 
Rupanil Jain, the president of UNC 
Young Democrats, said. 

UNC’s Young Independents and 

College Republicans did not respond 
to requests for comment for this story. 

Nicholas Batman, the director of the 
Civic Engagement Action Coalition of 
the UNC Institute of Politics, said his 
group is using a similar strategy. 

Batman said the group sends 
the presentation to professors and 
departments daily, to try to get them 
to share the slides with their students. 

Jain said UNC Young Democrats 
was prepared for a virtual semester, 
but did not expect students to be 
sent home so soon. The group was 
originally planning to distribute 
around 6,000 voter registration 
packets to all on-campus students 
as a resource.  

To  m a k e  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n 
information more accessible to 
students, Batman said the Civic 
Engagement Action Coalition 
made a text inbox. Students can text 
“VOTEUNC” to 56525 to receive a 
link that will directly take them 
to the portal to register to vote, to 
request an absentee ballot or receive 
more information about voting. 

The Civic Engagement Action 
Coalition created online Zoom events 
called “voter couch parties” to motivate 
students to vote, Batman said. 

Batman said the group has already 
done seven voter couch parties in the 
past few weeks and spoken to about 
3,000 people. The group is planning a 
couch party with more than 25 different 
colleges before North Carolina’s 
registration deadline on Oct. 9, he said.  

Besides UNC Young Democrats 
a n d  t h e  C i v i c  E n g a g e m e n t 
Action Coalition, other student 
organizations are also using their 
platforms to encourage voting. 

Coulture, a student-run fashion 
and lifestyle magazine, is doing 
a “What I’m Voting For” series to 
engage its readers.  

“We really started it over the 
summer because we recognize that 
we’re a lifestyle fashion magazine. And 
we write about culture, and part of 
that culture includes politics,” Editor-
in-Chief Sterling Sidebottom said.  

She said the main goal for the 
series is to get people involved in 
politics and encourage them to vote. 

“The overarching theme is to get 
people to get out there and actually 
vote,” she said. “Vote for someone 
who is going to make the United 
States a better place.” 

university@dailytarheel.com

Students opt for gap semester amid virtual learning
By Lauren Cook 

Staff Writer

With dorms consolidated and 
classes online, some students have 
decided to take time away from 
schoolwork through gap semesters. 

Students are focusing their time 
on new extracurricular activities, 
volunteer work, jobs and internships.

UNC sophomore Caroline Parker 
said she decided to take a gap semester 
because she thought it would be 
difficult to take all her classes online. 
Instead, Parker is just taking one 
online class toward her major. 

With time away from the virtual 
classroom, she has worked a remote 
internship with the North Carolina 
Coastal Federation, taken a job as a 

nanny and joined UNC’s triathlon club. 
Parker said her gap semester 

experience is largely positive so far.
“I definitely recommend taking a 

gap semester, because the time off 
has been really helpful in getting job 
experience and just taking a break 
from classes,” Parker said. “It’s even 
allowed me to learn a lot of important 
life skills like paying my own bills.”

Jackson Stone, a sophomore 
at UNC, was inspired to take the 
semester off while doing a remote 
internship for a startup company out 
of Palo Alto, California. He said he 
was able to work in a variety of roles 
and learn about starting a company 
from the cofounders. 

“I honestly felt like I was learning 
more than I did last semester taking 

classes,” Stone said. “I really enjoyed 
this schedule and was not looking 
forward to taking online classes, as 
well as missing out on so many of 
the resources and experiences that 
a normal semester would provide.” 

Stone is taking this semester to 
continue his internship and pursue 
an opportunity with a nonprofit.

Jack Goldsmith IV, another UNC 
sophomore, said he decided to take 
the semester — and probably year — 
off because he assumed classes would 
transition fully online this semester.

“I wanted to do something 
else rather than sit in front of my 
computer and take classes I knew I 
wouldn’t enjoy,” Goldsmith said.  

This fall, Goldsmith said he has been 
working remotely for an influencer 

marketing startup company, as well 
as volunteering for local charities.  

“I’ve been spending time interning 
and volunteering at TABLE, which 
is an organization in Carrboro that 
helps to feed local kids,” Goldsmith 
said. “Aside from those two jobs, I’ve 
actually been pursuing a couple other 
independent software projects for fun.”

Goldsmith said he recommends 
a gap semester to those losing 
interest in school and those not 
learning or enjoying class due to 
online instruction.

“I have already learned much 
more in a month from working than 
I would have if I had decided to come 
back to school,” Goldsmith said. 

university@dailytarheel.com

DTH ONLINE:  For more about 
concerns and a lack of institutional 
support, go to dailytarheel.com.



News Friday, September 25, 2020The Daily Tar Heel 3

NOTICE OF ELECTION
ORANGE COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA

A Presidential election will be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2020 in 
Orange County to vote in Federal, State, and County contests. 
Polls will be open from 6:30 AM to 7:30 PM on the day of the election, 
Tuesday, November 3.  Canvass will be held in the Orange County Board 
of Elections office at 11 am on Friday, November 13, 2020.

Absentee voting by mail is available. Requests for an absentee ballot must 
be made on an absentee request form and must be received in the Orange 
County Board of Elections office by 5 pm on Tuesday, October 27.  Completed 
absentee ballots must be returned to the Orange County Board of Elections 
by 5 pm on Election Day (ballots received by mail after this time will be timely 
if received within three business days and postmarked by Election Day). The 
Board will hold absentee meetings at 2 PM on November 3, 2020, 4:30 pm 
on November 13, and any other time required, in the Orange County Board of 
Elections office at 208 S. Cameron St, Hillsborough.

All persons who are registered to vote with the Orange County Board of 
Elections. Persons who are not currently registered to vote in the county must 
register by Friday, October 9, 2020 to vote in this election. Voters who are not 
registered in the county by October 9, 2020 may still register and vote during 
the one-stop early voting period.  Persons who register during one-stop will 
be required to provide documentation of their identity and residence.  

2020 Early Voting Schedule:
Sites:

Hillsborough Works at Hillsborough Commons – 113 Mayo St, Hillsborough
Carrboro Town Hall – 301 W. Main Street, Carrboro
Chapel of the Cross – 304 E. Franklin St, Chapel Hill

Efland Ruritan Club Building – 3009 Forrest Ave, Efland
Seymour Senior Center – 2551 Homestead Road, Chapel Hill

University Place – 201 S Estes Dr Chapel Hill

Thursday – Friday, October 15 - 16 8 AM – 7:30 PM
Saturday, October 17 8 AM – 3 PM
Sunday, October 18 12 PM – 5 PM
Monday - Friday, October 19 - 23 8 AM – 7:30 PM
Saturday, October 24 8 AM – 3 PM
Sunday, October 25 12 PM – 5 PM.
Monday – Friday, October 26 - 30 8 AM – 7:30 PM
Saturday, October 31 8 AM – 3 PM

Absentee meetings will be held September 29, October 6, October 13, 
October 20, at 4:30 PM and any other time as needed. 

An Election Day absentee meeting will be held 
November 3 at 2:00 PM.

Canvass will be conducted 11:00 am on Friday, November 13.

All meetings will be held at the Orange County Board of Elections, 208 S 
Cameron St, Hillsborough 27278.

Please be advised of the following precinct changes:

For any questions, please call the Orange County Board of 
Elections at 919-245-2350

The Daily Tar Heel has been 
a defining experience for 
thousands of journalists 
and has informed the UNC 

student body for 126 years. 
Help us invest in the 

future of journalism by 
investing in our student 

journalists of today.

Donate at
StartThePresses.org

Build the Future of

PHOTO COURTESY OF ELIZABETH
(From left) Jacob Messer, Kayley Carpenter and Elizabeth Wheless in their 
living room filled with Halloween decorations as they celebrate the holiday.

By Lucy Smithwick
Staff Writer

As the air chills and the days 
get shorter, students have begun 
preparing for the approaching 
Halloween holiday by planning 
decorations and figuring out how 
their annual traditions will change.

UNC junior Elizabeth Wheless 
tends to go for group celebrations 
of the holiday. But with COVID-19 
in mind, she and her roommates 
have updated their Halloween 
plans to stay safe.

“This year, we just decided to 
go all out for Halloween and make 
sure that it’s as festive as possible 
just for the three of us,” Wheless 
said. “We went on a major rampage 
at two different Targets trying to 
find all the stuff that we could use 
to make both the outside of the 
house and the inside be as spooky 
or Halloween-y as possible.”

First-year student Lily Rosenberg 
understands the value of being 
in the holiday spirit. She said she 
believes the perfect time to begin 
decorating is one month before.

“If you put it up a week before, 

you can’t enjoy it,” she said. “This 
way, we get to enjoy it all October, 
and then I’ll probably take it down 
a week after Halloween.”

First-year Jackson Meade and his 
family in Charlotte tend to corner 
the Halloween decoration market. 
Through the years, Meade said they 
have perfected ways to strike fear in 
visitors of his family’s display.

“If you’re looking for ways to be 
scary, don’t ever do gore or jump 
scares,” Meade said. “Some people 
enjoy those experiences,  and 
you’re welcome to, if they know 
that’s what you’re giving them, 
but otherwise, let people’s minds 
do the work.”

Meade said he knows trick-or-
treating will be a challenge for 
families this year. Normally, his 

family plans for months in advance 
of the holiday. Although his family 
had to get creative, this year they 
were able to come up with solutions 
to keep the spread at bay.

Meade said he will repurpose 
old technology to create candy 
dispensers, as well as set up a 
texting service that can trigger a 

machine to disinfect the candy — 
all to avoid contact on the holiday.  

“Halloween isn’t canceled for 
us, but we also shouldn’t act like it 
isn’t going to be different,” Meade 
said. “It has to be celebratory 
without being stupid.”

arts@dailytarheel.com

stay close, and they started even 
before returning to campus.                                                                                    

In early August, the team held a 
Zoom call and the underclassmen 
read their odes to the seniors who 
missed out on the end of their final 
spring season. It was important to 
the players to still be able to give the 
graduating seniors a proper send-off. 

“It was just really, really great to 
see everyone’s faces again, ” Amy 
Chau, a senior at UNC and the club’s 
president, said.

The team also felt the urge to 
connect to communities outside 
of their team. It held a virtual 

fundraising run to raise money for 
a team donation to a Black Lives 
Matter organization. The players 
got people to sponsor them with 
pledges for a certain amount of 
money per mile before they all ran 
their respective distances in August.

Unlike many other sports, only 
one player on the women’s rugby 
team had any experience playing 
rugby before joining the team. A’sja 
Abron, a sophomore who joined 
the team last year, described how 
welcoming the club was to new 
members and how easily she made 
friends on the team. Abron now 
holds a position on the team as a 
Recruitment and Retention Officer.

“Carolina rugby is this big brand 

and legacy that we’ve built up over 
the last, like, 20 years, and it’s (our) 
job to keep it like that,” Abron said.

Moving forward this year, the 
team is planning to use UNC’s 
Outdoor Education Center for 
socially distanced team bonding 
activities, such as a ropes course.

In the meantime, though, the 
team is doing its best to stay in touch. 
Players have been working out 
together while social distancing, and 
Chau said that the team GroupMe has 
been buzzing in the past few weeks 
with texts like, “Hey, we’re going out 
to pass today if anyone wants to join!”

E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  s p o r t ’s 
championships are not until the 
spring, the season is year-round. In 

the fall, teams typically compete in 
conference matches leading up to 
nationals that determine whether 
or not they qualify. However, due to 
COVID-19, no matches will be held 
in the fall, which leaves the UNC 
team hopeful for a full spring season 
before leaving Chapel Hill.

“It’s a huge bummer. I can’t speak 
for others, but for me, it’s gonna be 
hard to have other opportunities to 
play rugby once I graduate,” Chau said.

Although this year’s season may 
feel different, it’s clear that the team 
is still embracing the “full-contact” 
nature of the sport — even if that 
contact is virtual.

sports@dailytarheel.com

RUGBY
FROM PAGE 1

Halloween isn’t canceled, new traditions arise
Commissioner Mark Marcoplos 

spoke about the danger of the coal 
plant and its impact on communities 
of color. Attendees were invited to 
call Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz 
and read a script calling for the end 
of coal use on campus.

The coal-fired power plant has 
been a source of controversy for 
years. In 2010, then-Chancellor 
Holden Thorp pledged that the 
University would stop using coal by 
2020. It was clear by 2014 that this 
goal would not be met. Last year, 
former Chief Sustainability Officer 
Brad Ives was fired following a 
disagreement over the future of coal 
use on campus. Ives demanded that 
the power plant move to 100 percent 
natural gas with carbon offsets. 

Now with the U.S. reaching 
200,000 deaths from COVID-
19, activists are highlighting the 
disproportionate effect both the virus 
and the coal plant have on Black and 
brown communities. Pine Knolls, a 
historically-Black community, is 
directly next to the coal plant.

“How many people who grew up 
around here and suffer from asthma 
are now at greater risk from COVID-
19?” Jovita Lee, state campaigner at 
the Center for Biological Diversity, 
said in a press release.

Mike Piehler, the University’s 
new chief sustainability officer, said 
ending coal use is a priority, but did 
not agree to a specific timeline. 

“We are committed to ending the 
use of coal,” Piehler said in an email 
statement. “We have already made 
meaningful progress toward this goal 
and the University has cut its coal 
use in half over the last two decades.”

For Lee, there isn’t time to wait. 
“We don’t have time to play any 

games with the state of emergency that 
we’re in right now,” she said. “So we are 
definitely putting a hard deadline of 
2023 on UNC to shut it on down.”

university@dailytarheel.com

COAL
FROM PAGE 1

“Halloween isn’t can-
celed for us, but we also 
shouldn’t act like it isn’t 
going to be different.” 
Jackson Meade
UNC first year
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DTH/MARIS AVA
Maxine Eloi, a Durham resident, shops at Rumors on Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2020.

By Charity Cohen 
Staff Writer 

In 2012, hip-hop duo Macklemore 
and Ryan Lewis popularized thrifting 
with their song, “Thrift Shop.” Now 
in 2020, thrifting is still sweeping 
the nation, but this time through 
social media outlets. Tik-tokers and 
Instagram users are proving that this 
sustainable practice is in vogue.

“Social media has definitely turned 
thrifting into the new craze,” said 
Jamal Smith, a UNC sophomore 
studying exercise and sports science. 
“It’s kind of like a movement.”

Smith said that thrifting isn’t new 
to some populations.

“Black people have been on this 
trend,” Smith said. “We used hand-me-
downs before it was even a thing. But 
now it’s kind of turned into this thing 
where when you go thrifting, you’ve 
gotta walk out like you’re in the New 
York Fashion Week.”

Mikayla Cunningham, a UNC 
junior studying psychology, held 

a similar position on the origin of 
thrifting.

“I feel like it’s given people 
like minorities, who come from 
impoverished backgrounds a chance 
to be fresh,” she said.

Cunningham is passionate about 
thrifting — she uses it as an outlet 
for stress-relief and freedom of 
expression rather than to follow social 
media trends.

“It’s a creative source for me,” she 
said. “I can get something for cheap, 
tear it up, mash stuff together, and 
see what works.”

Tajahn Wilson, a UNC junior 
studying media and journalism, said 
that this sustainable practice allows his 
inner creative to thrive.

I go for objects that I can use or do 
something creative with,” he said.

Wilson said he goes into thrift 
shops with an open mind and no 
preconceived intentions.

“I usually just go and look around 
to see what will speak to me,” he said. 
“It’s more fun that way and it makes it 

like an adventure.”
While thrifting is simply an outlet 

for creating and repurposing for 
some, others have a necessity for 
these reduced-priced items due to 
financial limitations.

Many commercial thrifters are 
weary of how their thrifting habits 
can be harmful to low-income 
communities.

Paige Hathaway, a UNC junior 
studying public policy, said that she 
prefers thrifting from consignment 
shops and boutiques. 

“I don’t go to Goodwill and I don’t 
go to rescue missions or anything 
like that because that’s intended for 
the population that really needs it,” 
Hathaway said.

She thinks that though the trend 
is interesting and innovative, she 
hopes the practice isn’t getting taken 
advantage of. 

“I just wish that people would also 
give to their thrift stores that they’re 
buying,” Hathaway said.”

Cunningham also said she 

replenishes shops that she thrifts 
from.

“When I thrift heavily, especially 
in between seasons, I go through my 
closet and compile all of the stuff 
that I don’t wear and give it back,” 
she said.

Thrifting serves as a way for 

fashion to be passed from generation 
to generation. 

“It’s great because it opens up the 
floor to more creativity and new ideas 
and I think it meshes the community.”

@charity_cohen
arts@dailytarheel.com

‘Underdog’ mentality fuels UNC’s Carly Peck

Students are popping tags at thrift stores 

DTH/EMMA ZHANG
Elmo’s Diner, pictured here on Sept. 20, 2020, announced on Sept. 18, 
along with City Kitchen Restaurant, that it would be permanently closing.

By Kathryn Goodwin
Staff Writer

Elmo’s Diner and City Kitchen, 
t w o  C h a p e l  H i l l - C a r r b o r o 

restaurants that had temporarily 
closed in response to the pandemic, 
announced last week their decisions 
to permanently close. 

Elmo’s Diner, located on 200 N. 

Greensboro St., officially released its 
plans to close on Sept. 18 via Facebook. 

In the Facebook post, Elmo’s said it 
made the decision after rumors of the 
diner closing spread on social media. 

“In fact, we were still holding 
to a thread of hope though it was 
getting thinner and thinner with 
time passing,” the statement said. 
“Ironically, the false rumors made us 
address the gravity of the situation 
and a need for more urgency in our 
decision making.”

People who commented on the 
post ranged from members of the 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro community to 
UNC fans who visited Elmo’s when 
they came to Chapel Hill. Each 
expressed their sympathies, love for 
the food and nostalgic memories of 
the restaurant.

According to the Elmo’s website, 
the diner was named after the main 
character in the movie “Made in 
Heaven.” The website said the diner 
was inspired by Elmo’s friendly and 
unpretentious qualities. 

From its tomato soup to brunch 
foods and fries, Elmo’s Diner was a 
staple in the area and a common place 
where families brought their kids on a 
Saturday morning.  

AJ Moore, a junior at UNC, said 
even though there would sometimes 
be an hour-long wait to eat at the 
restaurant, she’d almost always see 
another UNC student there. 

“It just felt like a community off 
campus,” Moore said. “I thought they 
were probably the best in Chapel Hill 
and Carrboro.”

City Kitchen, which has served 
the Chapel Hill community since 
2012, also announced its closing 
through Facebook. 

The post said the closing was due 
to unfavorable lease negotiations. 

“It has been a pleasure to share 
our hospitality and create memories 
here at City Kitchen,” the Facebook 
statement said. 

Gerardo Morales, who worked as 
a chef at City Kitchen from 2012 to 
2015, said the restaurant gave him 

invaluable work experience, and he 
is sad to see it close. 

“It has good people — good 
managers, good people in the kitchen,” 
Morales said. 

Matt Gladdek, executive directive 
of the Chapel Hill Downtown 
Partnership, said restaurants are all 
looking for ways to successfully reopen 
because they have waited as long as 
they can. 

He said it is difficult because there is 
no clear end in sight for the pandemic.

Gladdek said the best thing to do if 
you love restaurants is to support them 
during the pandemic, whether that is 
through buying gift cards or picking 
up food to-go. 

“They’re seeing big hits to their 
bottom lines and they are beloved 
restaurants in the community, and 
I think we would all be devastated 
to lose our favorite restaurants,” 
Gladdek said.

@katgoodwin613
city@dailytarheel.com

City Kitchen and Elmo’s Diner permanently closed

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNC ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS
UNC sophomore Carly Peck at a previous volleyball game. Peck has used her underdog mentality to fuel her success at UNC.

By Mary Mac Porter
Senior Writer

At 12, Carly Peck remembers 
sitting in the stands of the O’Connell 
Center with her club volleyball team 
watching the Florida Gators compete.  

At that age, she couldn’t imagine 
hitting the ball as hard as college 
players or playing that competitively, 
but seven years later, Peck has a 
defined role as a sophomore on the 
North Carolina volleyball team.

Peck’s  growth from a self-
proclaimed “skinny” 12-year-old 
to a leader for UNC volleyball was 
driven by an underdog mentality 
and guidance from a family history 
of athletic success.

A family tradition

Reflecting on her first experience 
with competitive volleyball, Peck 
remembered how intimidating it 
was to try out. She had just moved 
to Gainesville, Florida, and the level 
of volleyball was certainly a step up 
from the recreational league she had 
played at previously.

Overwhelmed by the other girls’ 
talent level and frustrated by the 
intricacies of volleyball she’d yet 
to understand, her aunt, Carolyn 
Peck, bribed her into attending 
the second day of tryouts with the 
promise of massages.

To this day the two haven’t gone 
to get massages, but Peck received 
a greater gift: the beginning of a 
volleyball career that would take 
her to the collegiate level. Her 

aunt’s motivation encouraged her 
to return to tryouts, where she 
made the team.

Volleyball also played a defining 
role in her relationship with her 
dad,  Michael  Peck,  who quit 
collegiate basketball coaching, 
in part to support his daughter’s 
blossoming career. 

She was initially anxious that 
he would regret the sacrifice, but 
unbeknownst to her, he had been 
making personal sacrifices for her 
success from day one.

“(My mom) told me that my dad, 
in order for me to play on that first 
club team, he had sold his favorite 
watch that he had gotten when one 
of his teams went and played in 
Europe,” Peck said.

The underdog 

In the beginning, Peck remembers 
playing the game with a lot of 
hesitation, anxious that she would 
be the one to make a mistake or let 
her team down.

“Initially, I hated that feeling of 
being such an underdog,” Peck said.

For her, winning and losing was 
never a measure of success. Instead, 
she competed against herself, 
measuring her personal growth in 
the game. 

As a first-year, she came into UNC 
battling a back injury, unsure of her 
skills after taking time off from the 
game to heal. Peck knew she owed it 
to herself after the years of hard work 
and sacrifice to become a dominant 
player once again.

UNC head coach Joe Sagula 
recognized her hard work. He 
noticed Peck didn’t take days off as 
she returned to her full potential.

“She doesn’t like the attention, so 
she thrives in that underdog role,” 
Sagula said. “I think it motivates her 
to do well.”

The come-up

Peck’s commitment to self-
improvement last season eventually 
c u l m i n a t e d  i n  a  d o m i n a n t 

performance from her at the end of a 
close match against Florida State. Her 
play down the stretch — including 
eight errorless kills — helped lead 
UNC to a victory over the Seminoles. 

“I think as a team collectively we 
were definitely struggling, but in the 
fifth set, I don’t know what sparked 
in Carly, but she literally turned 
into this monster,” Peck’s teammate 
Destiny Cox said. 

Her teammates and coaches had 
seen her continuous dedication to 
the game and watched her ability to 

stay centered in key moments. After 
all, she had been dealing with the 
pressure since club volleyball.

In reflecting on Peck’s first year 
in Chapel Hill, Sagula was most 
inspired by her character and lead-
ership off the court. 

“She possesses the character and 
the humility, and she possesses the 
athleticism to be one of your most 
talented athletes,” Sagula said.

@MaryMacPorter1
sports@dailytarheel.com
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UNC adjusts after 
canceled football game

DTH/MORGAN PIROZZI
UNC sophomore quarterback Sam Howell (7) prepares to run the ball during a game against 
Syracuse in Kenan Memorial Stadium on Sept. 12, 2020. UNC beat Syracuse 31-6 in their first game.

By Nicole Schroder
Staff Writer

After the North Carolina football team put 
an entire week of practice in for the scheduled 
game, a cancellation by UNC-Charlotte gave 
the Tar Heels unexpected time off on Saturday.

Though the game against Charlotte was 
canceled, the preparation still allowed the 
new players to understand what a typical 
game week looks like.

Despite the setback, the players have 
kept positive energy and high spirits during 
practice over the past few days. Junior 
linebacker Jeremiah Gemmel told reporters 
Thursday that they held a small scrimmage 
at the end of practice ahead of the Tar Heels’ 
away game against Boston College on Oct. 3.

“Everyone on the team was energized,” 
Gemmel said. “We all looked so alive and 
happy to be here.”

Head coach Mack Brown also said he views 
this hiccup as a restart and a chance to focus 
on the next opponent. 

As they prepare for the away game, the 
coaches recently made some changes to 
the lineup after Myles Wolfolk was ruled 
academically ineligible. Morrison, who 
originally played in the nickelback position, 
is transitioning to safety, and first-year 
Ja’Qurious Conley will take over at nickelback.

Although Morrison is confident in 
his abilities to make the transition, he 

acknowledged that the safety position will 
take some getting used to. 

“I gotta talk a lot,” Morrison said. “That’s 
probably the hardest part for me.” 

Conley wasn’t projected to be a starter this 
season, so when he heard the news, he had an 
emotional moment with his his mom.

“She’s not a big football fan, so once I told 
her, she didn’t really understand,” Conley 
said. “But then I started crying and said, 
‘Mom, I’m finally getting the opportunity to 
play,’ and then she started crying with me.”

With two seasons of experience as 
nickelback, Morrison can guide Conley in 
this new position. Conley said he has been 
receptive to Morrison’s guidance because of 
his great physical shape and focus. 

“He’s got really good speed and point of 
attack, and that’s something we really need 
in the nickel spot,” Gemmel said. 

Despite the inability to play Charlotte last 
weekend, the team is moving full steam ahead 
with a positive outlook on the upcoming 
game against the Boston College Eagles. 

“From what we’ve learned from 2020, 
you can expect the unexpected now,” 
Gemmel said. “Nothing is unthinkable or 
out of the ordinary now. You just have to be 
prepared to switch things up if something 
doesn’t go your way.”

@nmschroder
sports@dailytarheel.com

the Council decided the best course of 
action was to demolish and rebuild Trinity 
Court, ideally with more than 40 units. 

“Unfortunately, sometimes it takes a lot 
longer than any of us would like,” Parker said.

Implement ing  Renta l  A ss i s tance 
Demonstration will allow the Town to 
integrate private and public funding to 
redevelop Trinity Court through partnership 
with a developer, preferably one who has 
experience with affordable housing, Loryn 
Clark, executive director of the Chapel Hill 
Housing and Community Department, said. 

Currently, 296 units are occupied in 
Chapel Hill, while 251 families were waiting 
for public housing as of Aug. 31. Movement in 
and out of units is minimal, as only a handful 
of units open each year, Clark said. 

Although the COVID-19 pandemic has 
exacerbated the housing insecurity crisis 
nationwide, Clark said the length of the 
waiting list has not changed much. 

“Our goal, first of all, is always to work with 
families and work with people to try to adjust 
their rent if necessary, but to do what we can 
to keep them in their housing,” Clark said.

Regardless, the waitlist remains long, and 
public housing is not accessible to everyone 
who needs it. Elizabeth O’nan, a Chapel Hill 
resident and disability rights activist, said she 
has given up on accessing public housing due 
to its inability to meet her specific needs. 

“I was in a very, very severe toxic exposure 
that disabled me, and the housing that’s available 
doesn’t meet my disability needs,” O’nan said.

The exposure to chlordane, a pesticide 
now outlawed in the United States, left O’nan 
with a condition called toxic encephalopathy, 
as well as severe intolerance to a number of 
chemicals. The presence of all manner of 
compounds, found in items like pesticides, 

dryer sheets and air fresheners, can cause 
harmful reactions. 

But that kind of chemical control is hard to 
implement in public housing, where units are 
often close together. Additionally, chemicals 
used to treat construction materials and build 
the units can endanger people like O’nan, as 
can the presence of mold. 

Clark said the Town does monthly pest 
control in its public housing units, but upon 
request will leave individual units untreated. 

Individuals with chemical sensitivity often 
have to search for housing on their own, O’nan 
said, which can be difficult to afford when 
their conditions prevent them from working 
a stable job and living in and around certain 
areas. Additionally, the demand for student 
housing near the University and downtown 
in neighborhoods like Northside limits the 
availability of housing to permanent residents.

O’nan uses Social Security and financial 
help from her daughter to pay rent. 

To provide alternatives to public housing, 
the Orange County Housing Authority has 
administered over 600 vouchers under the 
national Housing Choice Voucher Program, 
which allows participants to choose housing 
that suits them, provided the owner agrees to 
participate in the program. 

The Town also partners with nonprofit 
organizations who work to create more 
affordable housing, like EmPOWERment, Inc. 
and Community Home Trust. 

“That’s really a big reason why we’re really 
interested in not only rebuilding more units 
at Trinity Court or Craig-Gomains,” Clark 
said, “but also working with our partners in 
the county to try to increase the number of 
affordable rental units that exist in general or 
trying to support families who are currently 
in rental housing.”

@henryhaney17
city@dailytarheel.com
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Ma ny  U N C  s t u d e n t s 
consider Chapel Hill 
their home — we attend 

classes, use public transportation, eat 
at local restaurants and get involved 
in community politics. While our 
lives revolve around the Town of 
Chapel Hill and our peers at UNC, 
it can be difficult to realize how our 
presence in the college town impacts 
permanent residents of the Chapel 
Hill and Carrboro area. 

Being  a  good neighbor  i s 
incredibly important, especially 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Prior to student move-in, town 
officials expressed concerns about 
the influx of college students and 
potential for COVID-19 spreading 
throughout the community. Students 
would be sharing living spaces, 
grocery stores, restaurants and 
shops with permanent residents, 
thus increasing the risk for the virus 
to spread both on and off campus.

Furthermore, the potential for 
COVID-19 to worsen poses a major 
threat to local businesses, many of 
which have struggled to stay open as 
confirmed cases surge.

Since the semester began, the 
Chapel Hill Police Department 
has issued numerous citations to 
people violating COVID-19 safety 
procedures. Case numbers have 
also been on a rise since early 
August, when students returned to 
campus. Orange County reported 
1,573 cases on August 10, which 
has increased to 2,632 cases as 
of Thursday. Nearly half of all 
the county’s reported cases are 
in the 18-24 age group, which 
encompasses most college-aged 

students.
UNC students  have  found 

amazing ways to remain connected 
and contribute to the Chapel Hill 
and Carrboro communities. Students 
in the Gillings School of Global 
Public Health have found ways to 
provide COVID-19 aid, students 
contribute to local shelters and 
organizations they are passionate 
about and UNC Hospitals provides 
expansive resources for community 
members on and off campus. Some 
students even go on to participate 
in local politics and the Chapel Hill 
Town Council. 

As amazing as these efforts are, 
you do not need to invest copious 
amounts of time or resources to 
be a good neighbor. Even though 
most students only live in Chapel 
Hill nine months out of the year, 
it is important to realize that we 
share a space with almost 60,000 
permanent residents.

By socially distancing, wearing 
masks in public and not going to 
parties, students can reduce the 
spread of COVID-19 to their fellow 
students and members of the Chapel 
Hill and Carrboro communities. 
Students should be courteous to their 
neighbors in apartment complexes 
and townhouses, as they are not 
always other college students. This 
means keeping a clean living space 
and avoiding excessive noise.

L a s t l y,  a n d  p e r h a p s  m o s t 
importantly, advocate for and 
stay up to date with community 
issues! These little steps can make 
a big difference in creating unity 
between UNC students and the 
local community.

opinion@dailytarheel.com

So far, 2020 has been one 
long, insufferable, sour note. 
I would give you a recap, but 

we’re all exhausted, and plus, you’ve 
seen the headlines. To be quite honest, 
there have been few things to keep me 
going. However, one of the things I 
turn to when I’m feeling depleted and 
need rejuvenation is music. 

I feel most at peace when I turn all 
of the lights off, light a candle, put in 
some earbuds and lay back as I listen 
to my newest curated playlist.

I want to share three songs that 
I’ve had on repeat that have gotten me 
through this year (thus far).

“OLLA (Only Lovers Left Alive),” 
Jhené Aiko

This gem by Jhené Aiko actually 
dropped on her album Trip back in 
2017. One of my flaws is that I catch onto 
things super late — whether it’s trends, 
music, TV shows or apps. Whatever it 
is, I will not be aware of its existence for 
at least two years. I found this song in 
March of this year, right before Spring 
Break. Then, when the pandemic hit 
and the country seemed like it was on 
a downward spiral, this song turned 
dark to me. As we all questioned our 
impending doom, the idea of being 
the only ones left alive eerily echoed. 
However, as I continued to replay it, I 
found that my favorite part of the song 
is the skate break announced by a roller 
rink DJ. It reminded me of how much 
I love to go to skating rinks, but during 
lockdown, that wasn’t possible. Ever 
since, the song has been a motivating 
force to look toward the future and to 
the next time I can go skating to my 
heart’s content.

 
“Pockets Bigger,” Flo Milli

Firstly, three words: Flo. Milli. Then 
an explicit word that I can’t publish, 
but if you know, you know. One thing 
I admire about Flo Milli is that she 
exudes confidence — a confidence that 
I had been seeking. She dropped her 
mixtape in July with multiple tracks 
that established her place as a new 
artist in the rap industry and as an 
individual. The beat behind “Pockets 
Bigger” is nasty in the best way. After 
months of uncertainty about the world 
and about myself, the first downbeat 
instantly flipped everything on its 
head. Listening to this song makes 
you feel like you are the ultimate and 
the supreme and that you are not to be 
played with, not even by the nonsense 
that 2020 tries to throw at you.

“Lost One,” Jazmine Sullivan

This song dropped at the end of 
August, and I was ecstatic when I 
learned it was coming. It’s been a 
long five years since Jazmine Sullivan 
released her last album, Reality Show, 
so hearing the news of new music 
was like a light at the end of the long, 
grueling tunnel that is 2020. This 
song is stripped down to a guitar and 
vocals, which allows for her voice to 
shine through. I swear that Jazmine 
Sullivan’s voice cured my flu once, 
and I’m sure her runs and riffs could 
end the plague. Hearing this song after 
putting in a lot of self-work was the 
reassurance I needed that I’m on the 
path I was destined to walk. 

My list of songs goes on, but hopefully, 
these songs inspire you to take a whole 
rest from this sour note of a year, tune into 
your own survival playlist and rejuvenate.

opinion@dailytarheel.com

In  A u g u s t ,  U N C  m a d e 
national headlines as a failed 
experiment for the reopening 

of higher education institutions 
during a global pandemic. With the 
rest of the semester being pushed 
online, University leadership has 
already begun to plan for the possible 
return of students in the spring.

While the future seems bleak — 
especially given how UNC handled 
the virus in the fall — there are 
several other universities that have 
been successful in their COVID-19 
response plans. The actions taken by 
these schools are some that UNC can 
not only learn from, but implement 
into its own return plans.

It’s no question that the first thing 
that the University must reconsider 
is preventative testing. UNC failed to 
require testing for students returning 
to campus, an action implemented 
by schools such as Virginia Tech and 

Duke before the semester began. 
Furthermore, UNC must consider 
limiting housing to certain students 
— similar to how Duke only allowed 
first- and second-year students to 
live on campus this year. This move 
would effectively limit the amount 
of students entering and staying on 
campus, decreasing the potential 
transmission of the virus. Once 
students return to campus, it is 
also imperative to continue testing 
consistently, regardless of whether 
or not individuals are symptomatic. 

Nikhil Chaudhry, a first-year 
student at Duke University, explained 
that on-campus residents are tested 
twice a week, and are also subject to 
being selected for random COVID-
19 tests. Additionally, students are 
expected to log their symptoms 
daily on a Duke-developed app. 
If one forgets, their Duke Card 
(which is used to access residential 
areas, dining halls and classroom 
buildings) is inactivated until the 
form is filled out. This may explain 
why Duke has only had 67 positive 
cases since reopening.

In addition to testing, other 
schools are utilizing current research 
to catch COVID-19 before it spreads. 

Both the University of Arizona and 
the University of California at San 
Diego have used wastewater testing 
of dormitories on campus to screen 
sewage from each building, searching 
for traces of the virus. By doing so, 
they can identify locations of infected 
students before test results return. 
When a dorm was identified to have 
traces of COVID-19, all individuals 
within the building were tested and 
quarantined, keeping things from 
spiraling out of control. 

Although UNC can use the same 
technique, one of the lessons here 
is to listen to current research on 
the virus and work science into 
return plans, regardless of how 
unprecedented actions may be (after 
all, nothing about the COVID-19 
pandemic has been precedented).

A s i d e  f r o m  t e s t i n g  a n d 
precautions, UNC must also develop 
an effective plan on handling 
outbreaks when they arise — and 
they most definitely will. A prime 
example of a public university that 
handled cases without an exponential 
increase was the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign. 

They developed technology 
in-house that would allow students 

to only enter campus buildings once 
it was verified that their COVID-19 
test had come back negative. Testing 
was required for all on-campus 
students twice a week, but outbreaks 
still occurred.

However, following the spike 
in cases, the University of Illinois 
responded swiftly with increased 
testing, contact tracing and isolation 
precautions. After suspending 
campus activities, they began testing 
around 10,000 people a day, and 
positivity rates have dropped below 
0.5 percent. Steps were taken to 
ensure that those who did come in 
contact with the virus were properly 
isolated to prevent things from 
getting out of hand, unlike what 
UNC experienced in early August.

UNC must learn from not only 
their mistakes in August, but also 
from the mistakes and successes of 
other universities that are attempting 
to reopen as well. By doing so, the 
University will be able to prevent a 
repeat of the fall semester, and there 
can be hope of potentially returning to 
some sense of normalcy in Chapel Hill.

@rajeeganesan
opinion@dailytarheel.com

Students, too, are part of 
the greater Chapel Hill and 

Carrboro community.

DTH ONLINE:  Want more hot 
takes? Go to our website for more 
columns and editorials.

Rajee Ganesan 
is a junior majoring in 
quantitative biology.

email: rganesan@
live.unc.edu
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Across
1 Word with a wave
4 Table __
10 Big name in Norwegian history
14 Political scientist Bremmer
15 Undermines
16 Fountain with a wind
17 According to
18 Frenetic drummer’s output?
20 Literally, half-year periods
22 Hawaii, on many maps
23 Cast doubt upon
24 They’re not from around here
25 Like a professional gambler’s life?
29 Expected
30 Theme park array
31 Marine bird
32 Stinky
33 Legislative creation
37 “Wonderful!”
38 Debate fixtures
39 Consistently wins prizes for 

carrots, turnips, etc.?
42 Butter source
44 Row divider
45 Golf nickname
46 Flat out?
50 Specially designed Valentine’s Day 

burgers?
52 Veer sharply
53 Like Magellan, for long periods

54 Correctly, old-style
55 ORD posting
56 Jumbotron displays, briefly
57 “Good riddance”
58 Worked on

Down
1 Prejudice
2 Official school color since 1894
3 Jewelry artisan
4 Stretch in therapy, say
5 Evidence of a large impact
6 Wander
7 Month between Shevat and Nisan
8 Hat-hanging aids
9 Montpelier-to-Providence dir.
10 Christmas morning cry
11 Auto options
12 When some local news is 

broadcast
13 Road workers’ garb
19 “Greatest gymnast ever,” per 

Retton
21 Like storied North Pole workers
24 Not up
25 Home security giant
26 Tundra’s lack, usually
27 Try to strike
28 Bunker of note
32 Stew
33 Helping hand
34 Worshipped
35 Ones who do things by the book?
36 __ Cruces
37 Sticky
38 Aaron and Eli, in the Old 

Testament
39 Carried on
40 “The Golden Arm” of the 

Baltimore Colts
41 “At the __ Core”: Burroughs 

novel
42 Authoritative type of bull
43 Wipe out
46 Hematology prefix
47 Traditional dairy farm item
48 Ship that sailed from Iolcus
49 “Zounds!”
51 Luke’s pilot pal

© 2015 The Mepham Group. All rights reserved.

The LA Times
Crossword Puzzle

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 7 — Friends are a big 
help. Connect and share valuable 
info and resources. Disciplined team 
efforts win. Stand for each other. 
Support flows through your circles.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is an 8 — Business takes 
focus. Consider a challenge from all 
angles. Take charge for the results 
you want. Opportunities hide in 
plain sight. Pursue an enticing 
possibility.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is an 8 — Dive into your 
subject without actually going 
there. Savor armchair travels, 
complete with recipes and music 
from your destination. Enjoy cultural, 
intellectual and scientific exploration.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is an 8 — Together you’re 
a formidable team. Communicate 
to manage shared expenses. Find 
inventive solutions and make new 
connections. Apply your talents and 
support each other.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is a 9 — Love finds a way. 
Despite obstacles, or due to them, 
find new ways to connect and 
collaborate. Share the load. Align 
on matters of heart.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is an 8 — Nurture yourself 
with good food, rest and exercise. 
Prioritize health and physical action. 
Your workout energizes your work. 
Recharge mind, body and spirit.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is an 8 — Relax and have 
fun. Add water to fresh air and 
sunshine for the perfect combo. 
Get immersed in a subject of your 
passion.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is a 7 — Enjoy domestic 
comforts. Amplify them with simple 
touches. Clean spaces and remove 
what’s no longer useful. Make 
repairs and upgrades to nurture 
your household.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Today is an 8 — Capture your 
brilliant ideas. Creativity blossoms 
with good food and peaceful 
settings. Journal, sketch and film. 
Get feedback and adjust. Mold your 
story.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is a 9 — Take advantage of 
a lucrative opportunity. Keep your 
head down and focus on bringing 
home a prize. Provide excellent 
service and value. You’ve got this.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Today is a 9 — Your influence is 
on the rise. Dress for success and 
prepare for a spotlight. Your good 
work is gathering attention. Share 
thanks and appreciation.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 7 — Settle into your 
sanctuary to reduce distractions 
and noise. Get especially productive 
in peaceful privacy. Avoid risk or 
fuss. Organize and prepare. Savor 
meaningful rituals.

HOROSCOPES If September 25 is 
Your Birthday...

Domesticity flowers this year. Patience, persistence and steadfast discipline 
reap home benefits. Financial surprises abound; strategize to conserve. 
Discover new routes and explorations this winter, before a creative project 
flowers. Editorial revisions and preparation next summer lead to an 
educational breakthrough. Harmonize at home.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(C)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

  
                    Deadlines

Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication
Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days

prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252
DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarketplace

Direct
Support

Professional
We are currently 

recruiting for motivated 
and enthusiastic 

individuals to work 
with residents with 

developmental disabilities 
of all ages!

A great opportunity for 
psychology and social 
work students! Various 

shifts available including 
PT and FT.

Pay up to $11/hr.
For more information click 

thru to http://jobs.rsi-nc.org.

Help WantedHelp Wanted 

HELP WANTED UNC-STUDENT $14/HR.  UNC Student general handyman, yard work no equipment 
needed, flexible hours  own transportation needed. Pay $14 an hour.  (919) 9337533 smedgerly@gmail.

com

For RentFor Rent
FOR RENT SWEET IN HOME 1BR APT.  On 1AC private wooded lot. 5Min from campus and park-n-ride. 
LR/Kit. Small study. Built-in bed/dresser in BR. Patio. Private entrance. Parking. Call/text 919-632-3444. 
Owner/Broker.

By Hannah Rosenberger
Staff Writer

Students may not return to classes 
until mid or late January for the spring 
semester, rather than the scheduled 
Jan. 6, 2021 start date, Chancellor 
Kevin Guskiewicz said at a UNC 
Board of Trustees meeting Thursday.

“We’ll most likely be moving that 
start date to either Jan. 13 or Jan. 19,” 
Guskiewicz said. “We’ll announce 
this within the next two weeks after 
we consult with a number of our 
campus constituencies.”

Guskiewicz said that decision 
aims to get more students back on 
campus for the spring semester.

“We would scale this to provide 
an on-campus experience for as 
many students as we can safely 

accommodate,” he said.
Student Body President Reeves 

Mo s e l e y  a n d  G r a d u a t e  a n d 
Professional Student Federation 
President Ryan Coll ins,  who 
were both present at the meeting, 
expressed concern for the physical 
and mental health of students now 
and going forward.

Shayna Hill, chairperson of the 
Employee Forum, said there is a 
strong need to keep staff safe during 
the continuation of on-campus work, 
especially because of all the sacrifices 
they have made this semester.

“It is more important right now that 
without delay, we begin to create a plan 
for this spring to ensure that staff do 
not continue to get sick,” Hill said. “It 
is important that staff do not continue 
to be the only employee population to 

take pay cuts. It is important that staff 
are recognized and rewarded for their 
heroic efforts this summer.”

At the Thursday meeting, the Board 
approved amendments to UNC’s 
policies on promotion and tenure. 
The Task Force on Future Promotion 
and Tenure Policies and Practices 
presented 49 recommendations in 
its report — one of which was the 
elimination of the 18-month rule.

The 18-month rule is  “the 
requirement that a faculty member 
be at the University for 18 months 
before they can be promoted,” Anne 
Fox, an associate University counsel, 
said. The amendment eliminating the 
policy was approved unanimously.

However, some UNC employees are 
facing furloughs due to the University’s 
potential $300 million revenue 

loss during this fiscal year. This loss 
comes as a result of the pandemic and 
preexisting structural issues, Nate 
Knuffman, the interim vice chancellor 
for finance and operations, said.

In response to the deficit, UNC has 
implemented short-term initiatives 
to reduce spending, including 
reduced hours of operation, delayed 
capital projects and employee 
furloughs, Knuffman said. There is 
also a suspension in place on filling 
vacant positions, he said.

Becci Menghini, vice chancellor 
for human resources and equal 
opportunity and compliance, said the 
furloughs only apply to permanent, 
full- or part-time employees, not 
temporary workers or faculty.

Menghini said a more long-term 
solution to reduce the workforce 

could be an early retirement 
program for faculty, especially 
because retirements are currently 
exceeding new hires. But UNC does 
not currently have the authority to 
implement this, she said.

“36.5 percent of our employees at 
UNC-Chapel Hill are eligible to retire 
in the next five years, and we anticipate 
that an early retirement option, which 
would be voluntary, would be well 
utilized,” Menghini said.

The Board expressed a willingness 
to tackle these budget issues.

“It’s time to rip off the Band-Aid,” 
Trustee Chuck Duckett said. “Let’s 
figure out where we are and fix this 
thing instead of just coasting it down 
the road as they say.”

university@dailytarheel.com

Spring semester ‘likely’ to see delayed start
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You can register 
to vote now 
using your 
campus address.

You can vote early. 

You can vote by mail.

You can vote 
on Election Day.
Go to voteamerica.com/students

9RWH$PHULFD�LV�D�����F���UHJLVWHUHG�QRQ�SURȴW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��DQG�GRHV�QRW�VXSSRUW�RU�
oppose any political candidate or party. 

VoteAmerica.com


