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Sports Editor

When he hired Mack 
Brown in 1997 to lead 
his football program, 

DeLoss Dodds already knew what 
he was getting.

Dodds, then the athletics director 
at Texas, first crossed paths with 
Brown when he interviewed for the 
job in Atlanta, but he had heard 
plenty about the North Carolina 
head coach beforehand.

“High expectations,” Dodds said, 
“but he met them.”

It wasn’t just that Brown — now 
68 years old, back at UNC for a 
second time after getting hired in 
November — had willed the Tar 
Heels to a new level of national 
prominence, going 21-3 in his last 
two seasons in Chapel Hill.

It was the kind of person he 
was: genuine, warm, intelligent, as 
well equipped as anyone to handle 
the spotlight at a place like Texas, 
where the job can feel more like a 
governorship than a coaching gig.

“I always say everybody has a 
flat side,” Dodds said. “I don’t think 
Mack has a flat side.”

A few months later, Brown was 
being introduced as the Longhorns’ 
head coach and made sure to greet 
everyone “like they were the only 
person in the room.” 

“He was so welcoming, engaging 
and patient,” John Bianco, the senior 
associate athletic director at Texas, 

said in an email. “He gave off an 
amazingly warm and genuine feeling.”

In the football hotbed of Austin, 
good feelings are nice – but like an 
old pickup truck in the Texan desert, 
they only go so far.

Brown produced results too, 
stringing together nine consecutive 
10-win seasons and an epic Rose Bowl 
win in 2006 to seal a national title.

It is still, probably, the best college 
football game of the century. But the 
result isn’t the only thing Bianco 
remembers. Brown had a message to 
players after the win: don’t make this 
the best thing in your life. Let this 
experience make you a better friend, 
a better employee, a better person.

“Wow, in that moment, that was 
so powerful,” Bianco wrote. “And to 
this day, everyone in that room still 
talks about that.”

During his run, Brown was maybe 
the most important person in the 
state. Eventually, though, he fell 
victim to his own on-field success. 

After an 8-4 regular season, 
Brown resigned as Texas head coach 
in 2013, later discussing the near-
insurmountable expectations he had 
helped create.

“The pressure of that job, the 
pressure of the media – it’s like a pro 
job in Austin,” Brown said in July.

“He had what I would call not a 
bad year, but an average year. That 
wasn’t good enough,” Dodds said 
with a laugh.

Back in 1997, though, Dodds didn’t 
know that Brown would become the 
most successful Longhorn coach in 
modern memory. All he knew was 
the gut feeling he got from the man 
across from him.

“There was no question in my 

mind after meeting him what we 
were gonna do.”

Dressed in a Carolina Blue 
hat, Carolina Blue shorts, 
and a white collared shirt, 

Kevin Negandhi sat on his suitcase in 
the lobby of Kenan Football Center. 
It was 9 a.m. on a Saturday.

The SportsCenter anchor and 
ESPN studio host wasn’t there on 
business, however. He was there to 
catch up with Mack Brown.

“Just to see how my friend’s doing,” 
Negandhi said. “That’s it.”

After leaving Texas, Brown signed 
on with ESPN as an analyst, a job 
he would hold until he returned as 
the UNC head coach in November. 
Negandhi worked with Brown for two 
years on ESPN’s live college football 
show on ABC, reacting in real time to 
every game every Saturday.

His first impression? “This guy 
can’t be for real.”

“He has such a charm and 
demeanor where you feel like you’ve 
known him for years,” Negandhi said. 

“He led a pretty important 
program, and he’s got a pretty big 
ring on his hand,” ESPN producer 
Rob Lemley said. “Despite all that, 
he came in and was just really down 
to earth. The relationship took no 
time to develop.”

Brown’s  relationships with 
players, though, were always the 
most special. Both Negandhi and 
Lemley attended a December 
ceremony in New York when Brown 
was named to the College Football 
Hall of Fame, and saw a throng of 
players from all of his stops.

“‘This is awesome,’” Negandhi 
recalled thinking. “He’s touched so 

many lives, and now these guys are 
all coming back to say thank you. 
There’s nothing better.”

According to those close to him, 
that’s what Brown missed the most 
— being around young people, 
affecting their lives in a positive way.

N o w  a r m e d  w i t h  a  n e w 
understanding of the press from the 
inside out — “A lot of coaches are 
miserable and they think the media’s 
after them,” he said, “and that has 
nothing to do with it” – Brown 
decided to return to Chapel Hill.

“I’m never convinced a coach 
doesn’t wanna coach,” Lemley said. 
“I felt the same with Mack.”

Tommy Thigpen was at 
Potomac High School in 
Virginia when he first met 

Mack Brown in 1988. Armed with 
nothing but his 1-10 record at UNC 
at the time, Brown quickly won over 
the Thigpen living room.

“When my parents met him,” 
Thigpen said, “They were like, ‘We 
don’t care what you do in college, but 
that man right there, you can trust.’”

T higpen,  an  Al l -American 
linebacker, decided to trust him, and 
North Carolina promptly recorded 
a second straight one-win season. 
But you wouldn’t have known it by 
looking at Brown.

“He wasn’t telling us his job was 
on the line,” Thigpen recalled. He just 
kept saying, ‘We’ve gotta get better, 
we’ve gotta get better.’”

Inn Thigpen’s senior year, UNC 
went 9-3 and won the Peach Bowl for 
the first time in program history. The 
Tar Heels had gotten better.

Thigpen had coaching stops at 
Illinois, Auburn and Tennessee, 

among other places — the whole 
time, he stayed in touch with Brown.

“He said, ‘One day, you’re gonna 
work with me. Not work for me, 
work with me,’” Thigpen said.

That eventually happened, too. 
Thigpen is now the co-defensive 
coordinator and inside linebackers 
coach for the Tar Heels, having been 
retained from the previous regime 
when Brown was hired.

Three decades later, Thigpen still 
remembers what his parents told 
him about Brown: “You’re not gonna 
find anybody that genuine.”

Now beginning his second stint in 
Chapel Hill, it turns out that a lot of 
the traits that make Brown who he is 
are still there.

He’s still the guy who can work 
a room, and remember everyone’s 
names while doing it.

He’s still the guy who never yells at 
players, according to Thigpen — but 
got choked up in front of the team 
when Cedric Benson, his former 
player, died this month.

And he’s  sti l l  the guy who 
wants to make North Carolina a 
championship contender.

Make no mistake, though: a lot 
has happened since Brown left UNC. 

He won a title and rebuilt a 
powerhouse. He left a historic 
program amid immense expectations, 
then developed a new understanding 
of the coach-media dynamic.

He’s older, yes, but also wiser. 
Mack is back, indeed — except he’s 
not the same exact guy. 

“We’re always changing,” Thigpen 
said. “Nobody ever stays the same. I 
know he’s changed for the better.”

@ryantwilcox
sports@dailytarheel.com

MACK 
LIKE HE
NEVER 
LEFT

Mack Brown is about to 
begin his second stint as 

UNC head coach.
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Campus reactions to new UNC Police chief
By Evely Forte

Assistant University Editor

Last week, interim Chancellor 
Guskiewicz informed the UNC 
community that David L. Perry will 
be stepping in to serve as the new 
assistant vice chancellor and chief 
of UNC Police starting Sept. 3. 

Perry succeeds Jeff McCracken, 
former UNC Police chief and director 
of public safety, and employee of the 
University for 30 years. McCracken 
left the position in July, joining 
former Chancellor Carol Folt, former 
UNC-system President Margaret 
Spellings and former vice chancellor 
for Student Affairs Winston Crisp, 
among others, who withdrew from 
positions in UNC leadership.

“One of the priorities in our 
search was to find someone with a 
proven track record in community 
policing and strong experience 
building communication and trust,” 
Guskiewicz said in an email to the 
University on Aug. 19. 

Guskiewicz went on to detail 
the accomplishments Perry has 
achieved in law enforcement during 
his 25-year career, including safety 
initiatives he implemented while 
serving as Florida State University’s 
campus police chief. 

The search process

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  M c C r a c k e n 
announced his retirement in April, 
the selection process was underway.

An 11-member search committee, 
selected to be representative of cross-
campus stakeholders, led the efforts in 
finding a chief to follow McCracken. 
Darrell Jeter, director of University 
Emergency Management and 
Planning, chaired the committee. Jeter 
said members from the Campus Safety 
Commission identified initiatives 
they hoped would serve as baseline 
expectations for potential applicants.

The Safety Commission said that 
an ideal candidate would be engaged 
with the campus community, 
understand current campus policing 
trends and facilitate communication 
and contact between the police force 
and the commission, Jeter said. 

After making the official position’s 
positing available to interested 
applicants, an initial screening 
was completed to ensure that 
the identified qualifications and 
expectations were met. An interview 

process was then conducted with 
applicants by members of the search 
committee, campus stakeholders and 
law enforcement. 

Once the pool of applicants was 
narrowed down, the University 
hosted two moderated question-and-
answer sessions for its four finalists 
on campus in July. Along with Perry, 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police 
Department Deputy Chief Johnny 
Jennings, N.C. State University 
Police Department Field Operations 
Commander David Kelly and 
University of Texas at San Antonio 
Police Department Chief Gerald 
Lewis were in attendance. 

At the sessions,  the safety 
commission, community members, 
activists and faculty had the 
opportunity to confront and engage 
finalists on their thoughts about 
specific issues and campus trends 
relevant to UNC.

History at FSU

Perry comes to UNC after having 
served as police chief at Florida 
State University for 14 years where 
he oversaw a police force of 67 sworn 
officers. UNC currently has a force of 
53 sworn officers. 

In Dec. 2012, Erica Kinsman, a 
Florida State student at the time, 
reported to campus police that she 
had been raped by an assaulter who 
she identified a month later as Jameis 
Winston. An unknown second woman 
also reported being sexually assaulted 
by Winston during that time.Winston, 
now a quarterback for the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers, played football for FSU. 
As a quarterback for two seasons 
before declaring for the NFL draft, 
Winston won a Heisman Trophy and 
led the Seminoles to a national title. 

Although Kinsman reported the 
crime in 2012, FSU did not move 
forward with its investigations in both 
cases until Oct. 2013 while Winston 
continued to play for the university. 

In the spring of 2015, Kinsman 
sued Winston, accusing him of 
sexual battery. Winston countersued, 
accusing Kinsman of greed. 

Melissa Ashton, FSU victim 
advocate program director, testified 
during the federal lawsuits in 
2015. Ashton had worked for FSU 
for nine years before leaving the 
university two months after giving 
the testimony. 

In her testimony, Ashton said that 

when then-police chief Perry learned 
of the investigation surrounding 
Winston, he called Jeanine Ward-
Roof — dean of students in charge 
of Title IX investigations regarding 
sexual assaults — to ask why Kinsman 
had been made aware of the second 
victim, which had prompted her to 
move forward with her investigation 
against Winston. Ashton testified that 
following that conversation, Ward-
Roof terminated the investigations 
involving Winston in both cases.

Two weeks after winning the 
Heisman Trophy and leading his 
team to a national championship, 
Winston was called in for testimony 
by FSU in early 2014. Winston 
failed to answer questions, so the 
investigation was terminated. 

In Jan. 2016, Florida State settled 
to pay just under $1 million to 
Kinsman, who filed a lawsuit against 
the university for violating her rights 
under Title IX by mishandling 
her report of sexual assault. The 
settlement also committed FSU to 
five years of sexual assault awareness 
programs and to  an  annual 
publishing report of the programs. 

Kinsman’s case was highlighted 
in “The Hunting Ground,” a 2015 
documentary by Kirby Dick and 
Amy Ziering that shares the stories 
of students who have been raped on 
college campuses and face retaliation 
in their legal battles.

The documentary also featured 
UNC graduates Andrea Pino and 
Annie Clark. In 2013, the two filed 
a Title IX complaint against the 
University. UNC was found in violation 
of the Title IX anti-discrimination law 
after a five-year federal investigation.

When Perry visited UNC in July 
as one of the four finalists, he was 
questioned about the FSU scandal. 

“Our officers had a limited role 
in dealing with the victim,” he said. 
“Ultimately, it was turned over to 
the Tallahassee Police Department 
for review. There were lots of lessons 
learned. I can’t say the University did 
everything right, but I can tell you that 
we take sexual assault very seriously.”

Perry also said during the 
questioning that followed the 
Kinsman-Winston case, he reformed 
policies surrounding instances of 
sexual assault on campus, making  it 
mandatory to assign two investigators 
to every sexual assault case that comes 
through the department. 

UNC student reactions

Some students at UNC have 
expressed concerns that Perry’s 
history at FSU suggests a reputation 
of indifference toward sexual assault 
on campus. 

Perry’s selection comes during a 
period of time between August to 
November known as the “red zone,” 
during which sexual assault on 
college campuses is statistically more 
likely to occur, especially to first-year 
students who identify as female. 

To combat the rise of sexual assault 
on campus, the Undergraduate 
Executive Branch of UNC Student 
Government is hosting the Red Zone 
Initiative, which aims to educate the 
campus community about affirmative 
consent, what it means to be an active 
bystander and how not to perpetrate. 

Malin Curry is a senior majoring 
in political science who serves as the 
secretary of the UNC Undergraduate 
Executive Branch of  Student 
Government. He works to help 
facilitate communication efforts 
needed for the project. 

Curry said he hopes that the new 
police chief, along with the rest of 
the administration, will be willing to 
work together with students who are 
hoping to enact changes regarding 
safety on campus. 

Kipp Williams is a junior majoring 
in public policy who serves as one of 
the Campus Y co-presidents. Williams 
said Chief Perry not only needs to 
listen to students, but also to make 
their concerns his priority — especially 
those who are most vulnerable.

Williams said he thinks the 
responsibility for enacting change on 
university campuses has historically 
fallen on student advocates. 

“Ideally, there would be a moment 
in time when that constant advocacy 
in organizing is not necessary to 
make it a livable environment here,” 
Williams said. “But that’s what we’ve 
seen in the past, and even if you go 
way back to the food workers’ strike 
in 1969, the University and police 
have always tried to stifle students 
who try to do things that look bad 
for the institution. I just find that a 
deeply concerning track record for 
this institution and there hasn’t been 
a positive change toward a positive 
direction any time recently.”

@evelyaforte
university@dailytarheel.com
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Are you interested in being 
a part of an award-winning 

college newspaper? 

Join The Daily Tar Heel, no ex-
perience required! In newsroom 
you could be a part of a content 
desk (city/state, university, arts 
& entertainment and sports) or 
you could be a member of a pro-
duction desk like photo, design 
or copy & social media. Apply  at    

bit.ly/19application by Sept. 6. 
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Carolina to 
Afropunk

“Police violence is part of 
the problem, Gordon.”
fournaught  in response to Gordon 
Trenchard’s comment on the editorial: 
“We’re afraid”. 

FEATURED ONLINE 
READER COMMENT

KVETCHING BOARD

Driving over 500 miles with friends 
from North Carolina State University 
and UNC-Chapel Hill, junior Ashley 
Gill embarked on a journey last Friday 
to Afropunk Brooklyn, a global Black 
arts and music festival garnering over 
60,000 attendees annually. 

“Everyone was really excited to be 
in each other’s presence and we slept 
for most of the ride”, Gill told me.

UNC MJ-School student Venetia 
Busby and I opted to fly to New 
York instead. 

Busby and Gill had been planning 
this since April 2019.

“The process was first finding a 
place for all of us to sleep. We rented 
a large Airbnb to fit 12+ people, 
then bought our Afropunk tickets, 
and then lastly, we found travel 
accommodations,” Busby said. 

Although Afropunk Atlanta is 
coming up this October, there was 
something so alluring about attending 
Afropunk in New York that they could 
not shake.

Busby said, “Brooklyn is the 
birthplace of Afropunk. It is rich and 
vibrant with culture there. At UNC, it’s 
very hard to find a space where your 
Blackness and creativeness is heard 
and seen...whereas this was a safe 
space to be as unapologetically me, 
just as I please.”

Afropunk Festival was founded in 
2005 by James Spooner and Michael 
Morgan, and the theme this year is 
“We See You.” For, the festival is not 
only a form of enjoyment, but an act 
of resistance and representative of a 
counter-culture movement allowing 
Black individuals to safely and freely 
express themselves. 

In an effort to preserve these ideals 
and curate an inclusive environment, 
the festival has a strict no sexism, no 
racism, no ableism, no homophobia, 
no fatphobia, no transphobia, no 
hatefulness and no “Trumpism” policy. 
For Gill, Afropunk posed a much 
needed contrast to her experience as 
a Black student at Carolina.

“I’ve never experienced being 
in such a safe, supportive and 
breathtakingly beautiful space, so 
much to the point [where] I crave it 
here at Carolina. Yes, I have been able 
to connect with other Black people 
at Carolina but for me personally, I 
haven’t found a group cultivating that 
extreme self expression, openness and 
artistry here,” Gill told me.

Taking notes from rapper Rico 
Nasty who graced the stage on 
Saturday, Aug. 24, Busby and Gill both 
spent copious amounts of time before 
the festival researching outfits and 
following Rico Nasty’s makeup artist, 
Scott Osbourne Jr., on Instagram to 
capture the right aesthetic.

What loved most about Rico 
Nasty’s performance that Saturday 
was her rage.

“Because of the ‘Angry Black 
Woman’ stereotype, Black women are 
not able to express themselves without 
seeming ‘angry’ and ‘mad’ at the world. 
Rico was able to express herself...and I 
was able to join in on that,” Busby said. 

On Monday, August 25, we traveled 
back to our respective universities. 
Despite the return to monotony and 
normalcy, we felt refreshed and more 
inspired than ever before after the 
Afropunk Brooklyn experience.

kvetch: v.1 (Yiddish) to complain

Almost got hit by a biker on the 
sidewalk today...again

This stupid, muggy weather

The buses are always late

Professors are slamming us with 
deadlines ALREADY

FWOC is supposed to be a party and 
it...wasn’t

I almost hit a line a sorority girls with 
my car when they were walking across 

Rosemary like ducklings

Don’t talk to me unless Danny 
Phantom was an important part of 

your sexual awakening

Y’all with your fancy-ass Macbooks get 
to text your friends all through class 
without even looking unprofessional, 
while us broke Lenovo bitches 
gotta actually pay attention / learn 

something 

Professors who are banning laptops 
in class are really cutting down on my 

friend conversation 

I usually text my sister on my 
computer in class, so my professors 
are really out here ruining familial 
relationsips with their laptop policies

I get complimented more by bots on 
Grindr than actual gays

I really love the new tables in the Pit!

In response to that really rude kvetch 
on the last board: Taylor Swift’s new 
album is a ground-breaking pop 
album, and if you can’t see that then 

that’s your problem 

It’s literally impossible to drive 
anywhere on campus at 5 p.m. and 
now I understand why we don’t want 

to add more parking spots

I heard the Grindr ‘brrrp‘ notification 
in class the other day and was 
honestly just glad that it wasn’t mine
 

Submit your kvetches to our new 
Twitter account @DTHOpinion 

using #kvetch!

EDITORIAL
What’s next for UNC Police?

UNC Police has a new leader 
following the retirement of former 
UNC Police Chief and Director of 
Public Safety Jeff McCracken in July. 
David L. Perry, who previously served 
as chief of the Florida State University 
Police Department, will officially step 
into the position on Sept. 3. 

L i k e  m a n y  c o l l e g e s  a n d 
universities, UNC and FSU have 
a documented history of sexual 
assault on campus. The two schools 
have come under fire for the way 
they handle sexual assault cases; in 
fact, both were featured in the 2015 
documentary “The Hunting Ground.” 

The issue of campus sexual assault 
is primarily why Perry’s hiring may be 
cause for concern. In 2012, two female 
students accused FSU quarterback 
Jameis Winston of sexual assault while 
Perry served as chief of police. FSU 
was slow to move forward with the 
investigation, ultimately terminating 
it altogether. In the meantime, 
however, Winston continued to 
play for FSU, eventually winning a 
Heisman Trophy and bringing home 

a national championship. 
Despite the many transgressions 

committed by UNC Police in the 
past, the Editorial Board remained 
optimistic in the wake of McCracken’s 
retirement, hoping that new leadership 
would bring desperately needed reform 
to the force. But Perry’s history at FSU 
raises questions about whether we can 
rely on him to handle campus sexual 
assault cases appropriately.

It goes without saying that Perry’s 
hiring comes at a time when the 
relationship between UNC Police 
and the community is especially 
fraught with tension and fear. It’s this 
lack of trust that prompted Interim 
Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz to 
assemble a campus safety commission 
back in March (we’re not sure what 
they actually do, though). 

UNC Police has repeatedly failed 
to ensure the safety and protection 
of much of the community — sexual 
assault victims, activists and students 
of color in particular. Marginalized 
students shouldn’t have to beg for 
respect and basic acknowledgment 
of their humanity, especially from 
an institution whose sole job is to 
protect them. Every student who calls 
Carolina home has a right to feel safe 

here, and we deserve someone who 
will do whatever they can to make 
that happen. 

We need a leader who will, first and 
foremost, listen to our concerns and 
make them a priority — not someone 
else who will silence them. And as 
much as we want to believe that Perry 
is the man for the job, his record may 
suggest otherwise. 

Only time will tell whether Perry will 
serve our community better than his 
predecessor. Though the fact that Perry 
is a person of color may be encouraging 
for Black and brown students on 
campus, we must remember that he is 
working within an institution. As such, 
we cannot burden him as a monolith 
nor expect that his presence alone will 
repair relationships between UNC 
Police and students of color.

The administration should know 
that trust and respect must be earned 
— they aren’t simply given. It’s no 
secret that the Editorial Board has 
often criticized UNC Police and its 
continued abdication and wrongdoing. 
Don’t think that that stops here. 
Regardless of who is at the helm, we 
will remain skeptical, because we 
believe that it is our responsibility to 
hold those in power accountable. 

BOOK REVIEW

“House Made of Dawn,” N. 
Scott Momaday

This story about the Native-
American experience and struggles 
is interesting and eye opening, so 
much so that we wanted to read the 
novel a second time. 

“No Visible Bruises: What We 
Don’t Know About Domestic 
Violence Can Kill Us,” Rachel 

Louise Snyder

This gut-wrenching account of 
domestic violence in the United 
States describes issues with the legal 
system and societal pressures that 
keep women in dangerous and even 
fatal relationships. This book does 
the important job of explaining how 
damaging and complex domestic 
violence is in America. 

“Interpreter of Maladies,” 
Jhumpa Lahiri

After starting Lahiri’s collection 
of short stories, we were instantly 
hooked to her writing style and the 
subject matter she writes about. 
Some of us are the children of 
immigrants, one from Pakistan, so 
reading her stories about the South-
Asian immigrant experience in the 
U.S. was quite validating.

“O n  E a r t h  We’re  B r i e f l y 
Gorgeous,” Ocean Vuong 

This novel by breakout author, 
Vuong, is a tender tale of the 
re lat ionship between a  fi rs t-
generation immigrant from Vietnam 
and his mother. Written as a letter to 
his mother, who cannot read English, 
the narrative style is refreshing and 
unique. This novel is a compelling 
coming-of-age story that explores 
family, sexuality and trauma in a way 
that few authors ever have.  

“Giovanni’s Room,”                     
James Baldwin 

This classic Baldwin novel is a 
perfect summer read for those of 
us who can only afford to travel to 
Paris within the margins of a book. 
This book is one of our favorite queer 
stories, as it explores the loyalties to 
ourselves, our relationships and, 
ultimately, ourselves as we discover 
who we are, what we want and why 
we love who we love. 

“All About Love,” Bell Hooks

L i t e r a l l y  j u s t  r e a d  t h i s  i f 
you’re as perpetually single and 
hopelessly romantic as we are. It’s 
a mash-up of a spiritual novel and 
self-help book that will guide you 
in how to love yourselves, your 
trauma and your significant others 

(if you’re lucky) better. 

“A Little Life,”                      
Hanya Yanagihara 

This one will probably take you all 
summer to read; not only because it’s 
over 800 pages but also because it’s 
an emotional labor of love. Exploring 
childhood trauma, sexuality and the 
lifelong bonds of friendship, this is 
one of the greatest love stories ever 
written. 

“salt.,”  Nayyirah Waheed 

If you’re looking for something 
light on word count but emotionally 
heavy, this book of poetry will leave 
you inspired, empowered and a little 
shaken up. 

“Americanah,”  Chimamanda 
Ngozi Adichie 

If you can’t tell by now, we’re 
suckers for a love story. More than a 
classic romance, however, this novel 
explores the immigrant experience 
through tales of code-switching, 
colorism and the constant desire to 
return to one’s roots. 

“Becoming,” Michelle Obama

If you haven’t read this yet, we’re 
sorry. Go buy it. Right now!

With a new Chief of Police 
comes uncertainty for 
students’ well-being.

Ruth Samuel
is a junior Media 
and Journalism 
major at Carolina 
and the Editor-
in-Chief at The 
Bridge UNC

Where is he? We DEMAND 
answers. That smile 
with my beef and 
lamn gyro at lunch 
time was the only 
th i ng  ge tt i ng  me 

through the day. We’ll do anything 
to get him back. He is the only man 
who can make Crocs look good. 

Losing Hot Med Deli Guy
We’re going to get a 
lot of hate from a 
certain DTH editor 
for this one, but you 

need to calm down. Pun intended. 
It’s a great album, we admit it. But 
it’s getting really old really fast. 
Let’s not spoil this moment. Y’all 
have our email if you have any 
complaints regarding this matter. 

Over-playing “Lover”
The Chipotle-style 

thing that y’all tried 
was cute, but we are 
so glad that the old-

fashioned way is back. The food is 
warm and the lunch specials are 
as tasty as ever. Keep up the good 
work, Hibachi. You’ve always got a 
group of loyal customers here at the 
DTH. Y’all ever do free catering? 

Hibachi’s Back!

If you or someone you know is 
intersted in writing for the Daily 
Tar Heel opinion desk, we’re hiring! 
Maybe you just like kvetching, want 
to write a column or have some hot 
takes you’d like published. Email 
opinion@dailytarheel.com with 
subject “Application” to learn more! 

We’re Hiring!

Friday, August 30, 2019

GUEST COLUMN

Check out the Editorial 
Board’s summer reading list

QuickHits
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Morgan Hanchard — China
Charlotte, NC

Public Relations

Riley Head — Singapore 
Lynchburg, VA

Information Science

David Hutto — Hong Kong
Charlotte, NC

Corporate Finance

Meet Jain — Hong Kong
Charlotte, NC

Corporate Finance and
 Public Policy

Kelly Lin — China
Jacksonville, FL
Biochemistry

Alfred Lopez-Sotillo — 
Singapore 

Coral Gables, FL
Business Administration

Robbie Luna — Japan
Weaverville, NC

Psychology

Anna Martinez — Taiwan
Wesley Chapel, NC

Physics

Ellie Moran — India
Fairview, NC
Anthropology

Daniel Ogunbamowo —
Hong Kong

Chelmsford, UK
Economic History and Political Science

Alaina Plauche — Bhutan
Wilmington, NC

Public Policy

Amanda Roberts — China
Charlotte, NC

Communications

Katie Ayscue — Thailand
Henderson, NC

Business Administration

Molly Cartwright — India
Vero Beach, FL

Global Studies and Public Policy

Gardner Davis — Taiwan
Highlands, NC
Media Studies

Sofia Dimos — Singapore
Chapel Hill, NC

Computer Science

Taylor M. Doggett — Hong Kong
Columbia, SC

Public Relations

Parrish Finn — Singapore 
Winston-Salem, NC

Global Studies

Katelyn Shadowens — 
China

Hickory, NC
Asian Studies and Communication 

Studies

Ann Suk — Thailand
Graduate Phillips Ambassador

Doctoral student in Anthropology

Dana Suleiman — China
Eden, NC

Psychology and Biology

Bernard Witek — Hong Kong
Queens, NY

Business Administration and 
Global Studies

June Yom — South Korea
Charlotte, NC

Global Studies and Public Policy

Madison Zezzo — Hong Kong
Doylestown, PA

Business Administration 

The deadline for Phillips Ambassadors applications for Spring 2020
 study abroad in Asia is Tuesday, September 10.

Carolina’s Ambassadors to Asia

The Phillips Ambassadors Program is one of the most generous and flexible scholarship programs for 
undergraduate study abroad at Carolina. The scholarship combines a financial award, an academic 
course, and a charge to students to share their unique study abroad experience in Asia with the 
Carolina community and their hometown.

Phillips Ambassadors are selected twice a year based on strong communication skills, intellectual 
curiosity and ambition, academic achievement, evidence of generous service to the campus and/or 
one’s community, and a previous record of leadership. All majors welcome to apply.

The Phillips Ambassadors scholarship program is made possible through a generous gift from alumnus
Earl N. “Phil” Phillips, Jr., an entrepreneur and former United States Ambassador, and his family.

phillips.unc.edu

The 2019 Phillips AmbassadorsThe 2019 Phillips Ambassadors

A Program of the Carolina Asia Center
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UNC dancers respond to Good Morning America comments

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRADLEY BAREFOOT
Bradley Barefoot, a senior at UNC, will be in Carolina Company’s performance of “Sweet Charity.”

By Maddie Ellis
Assistant Arts & Entertainment Editor

On Aug. 22, Good Morning 
America host Lara Spencer mocked 
the notion of a young boy loving 
ballet. Spencer was reporting on 
Prince William’s comment that 6-year-
old Prince George loves his ballet 
curriculum. In response, she said “I 
have news for you, Prince William. 
We’ll see how long that lasts.” 

Spencer ’s  comment proved 
controversial, sparking instant 
outrage on social media from all 
corners of the dance community.  
Her  remark  shows  how the 
stereotype that boys don’t dance 
still persists. But on UNC’s campus, 
male-identifying dancers are actively 
proving this stereotype wrong. 

Patrick Weeks 

UNC sophomore Patrick Weeks 
first started dancing in high school 
when he participated in his school 
musical, “Once Upon a Mattress.”  
Now, Weeks is a member of Carolina 
Tap Ensemble and has participated 
in multiple musicals on campus. 
This semester, he is set to perform 
in Company Carolina’s performance 
of “Sweet Charity.”

Weeks said growing up, he 
experienced bullying because of his 
participation in the arts.

“I wanted to do things that 
weren’t typically masculine, and I 
couldn’t without getting made fun 
of,” Weeks said. 

As much as he loves musical theatre 
and jazz, Weeks said tap is his favorite. 

“I think it’s the most intellectually 
stimulating,” Weeks said. “I feel like I’m 
really using my mind a lot when I’m 
tapping, especially when I’m learning 
it. The rhythms are very exact.” 

Bradley Barefoot

Bradley Barefoot, a UNC senior, 
has been involved in student theatre 
since his first semester at UNC. 
Now, he is choreographing Company 
Carolina’s upcoming performance of 
“Sweet Charity.” 

Barefoot said he feels so drawn 
to dance because it offers a unique 
form of expression. For Barefoot, 
dance represents  an entirely 

different language, enabling him to 
communicate ideas he can’t say with 
words. Barefoot also said dance is 
his sport. Dance not only gives him 
a form of expression, it keeps him 
physically healthy. 

Barefoot  said growing up, 
he’s experienced first hand the 
assumption that dance is an activity 
only for females.

“When I was younger, being in 
a female-dominant space, there’s 
always that assumption that you’re 
not fully male if you do something that 
traditionally women do,” Barefoot said. 

Barefoot said he believes the people 
who assume that boys shouldn’t dance 
are those who haven’t been exposed to 
the arts and don’t understand all that 
dance can do. 

“I’ve always found that people who 
said that to me generally didn’t really 
know what they were talking about,” 
Barefoot said.

Despite this gendered barrier, 
Barefoot said the other male 
dancers in his life encouraged him 
to continue his passion. 

“I grew up — when I was in my 
dance realm — seeing male dancers 
really being celebrated,” Barefoot 
said. “That always encouraged me to 
keep going, and lit this fire under me 
that maybe was being extinguished 
by other people in my life who didn’t 
really know what the arts do.”

Barefoot said dance at UNC has 
expanded traditional forms of dance, 
creating entirely new genres. 

“We’ll take classic elements of 
dance or classic techniques of dance 
and turn them on their heads to give 
a new life to dance and create a new 
genre,” Barefoot said.

Tristan Parks

For Tristan Parks, class of 2019 
for the Professional Actor Training 
Program, dance is revolutionary.

Parks’ work centers on studying 
movement that came to the United 
States during the post-transatlantic 
slave trade and movement that 
arose out of the Diaspora. Parks 
said he combines this study with his 
background in classical training.

“Right now, I’m interested in 
looking at West African techniques 
met  with Western European 
techniques,” Parks said.

To Parks, his practice of dance 
involves not only performance, but 
bearing witness. His study of diasporic 
work means he examines how dance 
is passed down trans-generationally. 
Parks said he also aims for dance to 
be a collective undertaking driven by 
shared understanding of the spirit. 

“We’ll see how long that 
lasts”

Spencer’s comments, hinting at 
the improbability of Prince George 
enjoying ballet past childhood, were 
met with instant criticism from 
the dance community. Barefoot 
said Spencer’s comment further 
perpetuates the harmful stereotype 
surrounding male dancers.

“By making a comment like that, 
you’re only further perpetuating that 
stereotype,” Barefoot said. 

Weeks said that  Spencer ’s 
comment indicates the gendered 
foundation of our society. 

“We have built our society and our 
social structure in such a gendered 
way to where it is so hard for us to 

break those boundaries and those 
layers,” Weeks said.

Park also described Spencer’s 
comment as evidence of the inherent 
patriarchy rooted in our society. 

“We often associate dance with 
the feminine, and what we often 
associate with the feminine, we also 
associate with the female, which is 
very patriarchal,” Parks said.

Spencer issued an apology on Aug. 
26 for her comments and sat down 
with three dancers to hear their 
perspective and share their story. 

Weeks said he was glad she not only 
apologized with words but also action 
by giving male dancers a platform to 
share their perspective. However, 
Weeks said her comment was still 
harmful to those who heard it. 

“There is irreversible damage that 
that causes when you say something 
like that on TV,” Weeks said. “Not 
necessarily everyone who saw that 
is going to see the apology.” 

Parks said this discussion of gender 
representation in dance lends itself to 
another needed discussion — the lack 
of representation of artists of color. 

“Why weren’t there three male-
identifying ballet dancers on the 
talk show who represented different 
backgrounds, who represented 
different ethnicities, who represented 
a different color?” Parks asked of 
Spencer’s interview. 

Parks said he wants to challenge 
the dominant image of the male ballet 
dancer as white and cisgender. In 
ballet, Parks said a specific body type 
has continually been perpetuated. 

“It is important that the world sees 
that there all sorts of male-identifying 
ballet dancers,” Parks said. “It is vital 
that the world recognizes this.”

Parks said he is glad that this 
conversation is happening, but he 
hopes this dialogue continues and 
expands to address barriers within 
dance as a whole. 

“I really want to continue to have 
this conversation about dance and 
these assigned gender roles,” Parks 
said. “I really want to continue 
to unpack these ideas and these 
counterproductive behaviors.”

arts@dailytarheel.com

Students launch media production agency

DTH/PHOTOG NA
Triad Studios formed in Janurary 2018 to create millennial-focused    
marketing videos. The 12 staff members pose for a team photo.

By Rachel Crumpler
Staff Writer

In January 2018, Triad Studios was 
founded by five college students who 
shared a passion for business, video 
creation and entrepreneurship.

Co-founder Baaqir Yusuf brought 
the group together. Tristan Gardner 
and Justin Fouts were two fellow 
UNC students in the Kenan-Flagler 
Business School. Other co-founders, 
Daniel Pan and Michael Thomas, 
were Yusuf ’s childhood friends. 

After evaluating their skill sets, 
the five students saw an opportunity 
in the market for video creation. 
They decided to launch Triad 
Studios, a creative media production 
agency that specializes in cinematic 
storytelling through videography. 

One of the group’s earliest 
challenges was acquiring its initial 
clients, Yusuf said. For six months 
following the company’s launch, they 
worked from an apartment before 
moving to an office.

“Everybody’s resilience in pushing 
through failure and obstacles and 
just constantly striving toward that 
shared vision and shared goal that 
we have together — it’s super, super 
valuable to have a team of people that 
can just fail and then take that failure 
as a learning opportunity and push 
forward to make that a huge success 
after the fact,” Yusuf, Triad’s chief 
marketing and branding officer, said. 

Triad Studios strives to help clients 
showcase their brand through videos 

and storytelling geared toward global 
and millennial audiences, according 
to the company’s website. 

“What makes our content different 
from other content is that it speaks 
to younger audiences a lot better and 
more effectively than a lot of other 
content that you will see,” Yusuf said. 

Triad creates digital content 
for artists, public figures, events, 
commercial brands, institutions and 
media campaigns. While much of their 
work is centered in the Triangle, the 
company’s work has also taken them 
as far as Texas and New York.

Triad’s services have attracted over 
65 clients across different industries. 
They have completed work for 
institutions at UNC such as Kenan-
Flagler and the Eshelman School 
of Pharmacy. Other clients include 
Bedlam Vodka and Carolina Brewery.

Triad Studios crafted a five-
minute video from over 400 minutes 
of interviews showcasing students’ 
experiences and memories at 
Kenan-Flagler for Shimul Melwani, 
a professor at the school. The video 
was played at the school’s 2019 
undergraduate commencement. 

“It was just really fun,” Melwani 
said. “I just had such an amazing 
experience and through the summer 
we continued to work on things. 
Each time I walk in their office, by 
the time I leave I’m always in a more 
positive mood and more excited 
about the final product.”

Clients also see an impact from 
using Triad Studios’ videos. 

The video Triad created to market 
The Cabana, a beauty salon located 
in Sanford, generated thousands of 
views on Facebook and increased 
the salon’s revenue and business 
tremendously, Yusuf said. Following 
the public response to the video, The 
Cabana’s owner was able to move to 
a larger space.

“I love the environment that I 
work in, I love what I do, I love 
finding a client and fulfilling their 
needs and seeing their reaction 
once we send them the final video,” 
Connor Thompson, director of client 
management, said.

Triad has grown since its creation 
less than two years ago. In its first 
fiscal year, it made $82,000 in 
revenue. In its second year, Yusuf 
said Triad Studios is on track to 
make six times that number.

The company now has a staff of 
12 — all current students except for 
Gardner, who graduated last year. 
The four co-founders and other staff 
members are seniors this year, and 
many plan to work full-time at Triad 
after graduation.

“We are all hard workers, we 
all have goals, we all are business 
savvy,” Thompson said. “When 
you combine all those great minds 
into one thing — one common 
idea — and everybody is inspired, 
hardworking and driven, then great 
things happen. And I think that’s an 
obvious result of what we have here.”

university@dailytarheel.com
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For Sale
VOLKSWAGON BUG FOR SALE 2006, 185,00 miles, 
Diesel. Excellent condition, this car has many years 
left! 5-speed standard transmission. Great milage, 
heated seats, sun roof. 919-428-3958

Tutoring Wanted
INDEP LIFE SKILLS TUTOR $20/HR Independent 
living skills tutor for 32-yr old man high functioning 
with autism.  Menu planning, food ordering, meal 
preparation, finances.  2-4 hrs/week, $20/hour. 
Email rxtutor66@gmail.com 

SPANISH TUTOR NEEDED! Class Half Full Tutoring 
looking for upper-level Spanish tutor for middle 
school through high school age students! Must 
have own transportation for Chapel Hill/Carrboro 
area. Materials provided. Flexible hours and 
great pay! Contact for interview! Karen Kent at 
karenkent@classhalffull.com or 973-330-1327.

Volunteering
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR PITAP UNC’s Preparing 
International Teaching Assistants Program seeks 
undergraduate volunteers as classroom consultants 
& conversation partners. 10-12 hr per semester 
commitment. Contact brybar@unc.edu for details.

Parking
PARK TODAY AND WALK Two addresses available. 
One on East Franklin, D-bus, 2 on Winter Drive, 
quick walk, bike or Uber. $300/semester both paid 
up front. call/text Nina, 919-923-678.

For Rent
RARE OPENING FOR GREAT HOUSE Beautiful 
3-bedroom, 2.5-bath house in wooded 
neighborhood. All hardwoods, high ceilings, outside 
deck. Walking distance of UNC Hospital, medical 
library, dental school, School of Public Global 
Health and free bus lines. W/D & all appliances. Off-
street parking. Rent includes internet, water, cable. 
Available mid-December 2019. $1950 monthly. 
Please email cognacjac@aol.com

UNC - PARKING OFF-CAMPUS UNC PARKING 
- UNC PARKING OFF-CAMPUS PARKING 225 
SEMESTER / 400 YEAR 5 MILES FROM CAMPUS 
(ASK ABOUT OUR UBER DEAL SECURE, SAFE 
LOCATION -24-HOUR ACCESS  
CALL OR TEXT MARK - 919 698 3326

A nice 2-bedroom, 1-bath house for rent. Walk to 
campus, on bus route. Kitchen appliances, W/D. 
Available immediately. Call 919-967-1637  
text 919-593-0184 and leave message.

Childcare Wanted
DRIVER WANTED drive high school student to sports Monday - Thursday at 4:00 pm, and return trip some 
days. Additional driving maybe available.   
email: rmandell@nc.rr.com

AFTERNOON CHILDCARE 3 KIDS Ages 5, 7, 8 seeking M-F 2:45pm - 6pm for Fall. Safe driving, humor, 
and reliability, must have transport to home near campus. reedloughrey@gmail.com

AFTERNOON NANNY M-F Nanny needed 2:30-5:30 Monday - Friday. Meet 2 children at bus stop and 
watch in pet-friendly home. No driving needed. $16/hour, paid holidays. Email alabran@gmail.com

$19 AN HOUR “$19.00/hr; fun, friendly family w/ 11-year old; seek college-age nanny/driver  
w/ own car for afternoon pickups from Durham to drive to Chapel Hill Call (206) 388-7574  
Email yusejohn@gmail.com”

AFTER SCHOOL CARE NEEDED Need sitter to meet 7.y.o. daily at bus stop & drive to sports. Hours are 
3:00-4:30pm. $100/week + gas. Begins 9/3 and runs throughout the school year.  
Email smaman@unc.edu with interest. Clean driving record and references required.

SPECIAL-NEEDS CAREGIVER “Seeking a care provider to work part-time w/ a sweet, autistic teenage 
girl, pay is competitive, hours needed MWF 7-9 am, 4-6 pm; Th 7-9 am; Sun 10 am-2 pm Respond with 
contact to triciawildman@yahoo.com”

BABYSITTER FOR 8 YEAR OLD ISO someone to drive daughter to afterschool activities.  Tuesdays & 
Thursdays, 4-6pm.  $15 per hour.  Need clean driving record. Non-smoker only.  if interested, email 
carocowell@gmail.com.

Help Wanted
Website content and social media student needed to assist basic 
science department at UNC to post social media updates, engage 
with audience on social platforms: Twitter, Facebook, Linked In, 
Instagram and post news and events, upload media to WordPress 
website.  Knowledge of website content management, HTML, 
organizational social media management

$$$ CATERING PREP COOKS NEEDED WORK IN THE FOOTBALL 
STADIUM!  Rocky Top Catering is looking for prep cooks and 
dishwashers to help with the UNC Football Season PART TIME and 
FULL TIME hours available. Apply at www.rockytopjobs.com

EXPERIENCED DOGS WALKER NEEDED 2 x week, MUST be 
Wednesday/Thursday at 10 a.m. North Chapel address. Great pay. 
Commitment for school year. Email:  
northchapelhillmom@gmail.com.

SERVERS FOR FOOTBALL GAMES Rocky Top Catering is hiring servers 
for all home UNC Football & Basketball games to work in premium 
seating areas.  No experience required, just happy people who love 
to cheer on the Heels! www.rockytopjobs.com

EXPERIENCED SERVERS NEEDED Fast paced, upscale-casual Chapel 
Hill restaurant is looking for an experienced server with a friendly, 
positive attitude. Ask for Robert 919-928-8200.

GOLF STAFF HELP WANTED Chapel Hill CC is looking for part time help in the Golf Operations outside 
staff. Please contact Joe Alden, Director of Golf at (919) 932-2857.

GARDENING Gardening help needed 10 minutes from campus. Watering, planting, weeding, etc. Flexible 
schedule 3-4 hours per week $14/hour. write simons.house1@gmail.com

Across

1 Letters before QIA
5 “Harrumph!”
10 Chance in a box
15 “Small world”
16 Make it right
17 First two-time 

Nobelist
18 Fat flier?
20 Cuts back
21 Suffix with violin
22 For whom 

Wednesday  
is named

23 One of a famous 154
24 Ignite
26 Frozen flier?
29 Unpleasant look
31 Dress down
32 Metaphorical Donne 

poem
34 Rand who created  

Howard Roark
35 Old phone part
39 Half a matching set
40 Feeble flier?
43 __ wrongs ...
44 Bet first

46 Phil’s twin on 
“Rugrats”

47 Eyes slyly
49 Baffler
52 Jet
53 Funny flier?
57 “Creed” actress 

Thompson
59 Simultaneity
60 Rick’s “kid”
62 Comedy club 

reactions
63 Colorful four-tone toy
64 Frugal flier?
67 Vintner’s concern
68 Didn’t dine out
69 Latin 101 verb
70 “That’s incorrect”
71 “It __ happened yet”
72 “So Sick” singer

Down

1 Sri Lankan primate
2 The Flying Dutchman, 

for one
3 Group with an 

extremely high 
population?

4 Sn, on a table
5 Cowpoke’s pal
6 Not easily moved
7 Fraternize
8 Team’s lack?
9 Harmless cyst
10 Carry on
11 Flush
12 Precipice
13 “Mental Illness” 

Grammy winner Mann
14 Cross
19 “How about that”
23 Politician’s positions
25 One sometimes 

accused of being blind
27 Pb, on a table
28 Stop producing 

opportunities, as a 
financial market

30 Adjust, as wheels
32 Brief while?
33 Pal of Picasso
36 “So sad!”
37 Far off
38 Land purchase
41 Muppet who doesn’t 

use the pronoun “I”
42 Didn’t give up on

45 __ Column: Trafalgar 
Square monument

48 Mature leader?
50 “12 Years a Slave” 

Oscar winner Lupita 
__

51 Thought-revealing 
drama techniques

53 Geena’s “Thelma & 
Louise” co-star

54 Fictional fencer 
Montoya

55 Age __
56 Onetime Rolex rival
58 Invite as one’s date 

for
61 Email folder
64 “Harrumph!”
65 Acting guru Hagen
66 Role for Harrison

                    Deadlines
Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication

Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days
prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252 DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarketplace

(C)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

© 2015 The Mepham Group.  
All rights reserved.

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) 
contains every digit 1 to 9.

Direct
Support

Professional
We are currently 

recruiting for motivated 
and enthusiastic 

individuals to work 
with residents with 

development disabilities 
of all ages!

A great opportunity for 
psychology and social 
work students! Various 

shits available including 
PT and FT.

Pay up to $11/hr.
For more information click 

thru to http://jobs.rsi-nc.org.

HOROSCOPES

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Your heart thrives at home this year. Strengthen loving bonds 
through routine fun together. Romance blossoms into wintertime 
sweetness, leading to a shift with a community plan. Next summer 
favors domestic changes, before your team strategy wins. Focus to 
grow the love.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

If August 30th  
is Your Birthday...

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 9 -- Fresh energy floods 
your work, health and vitality, 
with this Virgo New Moon. 
Nurture yourself before caring 
for others. Power into physical 
routines.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is an 8 -- This New Moon 
sparks a two-week family, fun 
and passion phase. A romantic 
relationship transforms. It’s all for 
love and love for all.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is a 9 -- Wrap your love 
around home and family. A new 
domestic phase arises with this 
New Moon. A seed planted long 
ago flowers.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is a 7 -- Adapt to 
unexpected news. Profit through 
communications. Breakthroughs 
arise in conversation under this 
New Moon. Share gratitude and 
appreciation. Reach out for a 
powerful connection.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 -- Use creative 
communications for sales and 
marketing under this New Moon. 
Step into new levels of prosperity. 
Begin a lucrative two-week 
phase.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is a 9 -- A new personal 
phase dawns with this New Moon 
in your sign. Take charge. Take 
your talents, capacities and skills 
to new levels.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is a 7 -- Insights, 
breakthroughs and revelations 
sparkle under this New Moon. 
Dreams seem within reach. 
Practice benefits a philosophical, 
spiritual and mindful phase. Make 
long-term plans.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is an 8 -- Take a group 
endeavor to new heights through 
communication. Breakthroughs 
in friendship, social networks 
and community provide cause for 
celebration under the New Moon.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today is a 9 -- Accept new 
responsibilities as you prepare 
for a challenge. Professional 
opportunities shine under this 
New Moon. Develop a project 
from an idea to reality.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is an 8 -- Study with a 
master. Education, travels and 
exploration sprout under this New 
Moon. Consider different views 
and perspectives. Reach out for a 
long-distance connection.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Today is a 9 -- Find creative ways 
to grow your family’s nest egg. A 
lucrative phase dawns with this 
New Moon. Launch a profitable 
initiative with your team.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is an 8 -- Grow your love. 
Support each other through 
change or transformation. 
Partnership blossoms under the 
New Moon. Collaboration flowers 
beautifully. Begin a new chapter 
together.

Level: 1 2 3 4

The LA Times 
Crossword Puzzle
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Guskiewicz responds 
to faculty concerns 

PIT comedy is back
By Olivia Foley

Arts & Culture Writer

On Aug. 31, Eric Clayton and 
Meredith Armstrong will be taking 
the stage at The PIT Chapel Hill to 
perform their first half-hour comedy 
sets at 9:30 p.m.

The PIT Chapel Hill is a local 
comedy club that hosts open mics, 
stand-up comedy, improv and other 
performances. The PIT has a variety 
of events on its monthly calendar, 
and Clayton and Armstrong will be 
performing on New Headliner Night. 

Clayton, a 2017 UNC graduate and 
comedian, said he likes to perform 
using a variety of material, from satire 
to romance to musical comedies. 

“I try to take inspiration from day-
to-day stuff that people can relate 
to,” Clayton said. “The song I wrote 
most recently — I do musical comedy 
songs, like funny songs on my guitar 
— is about Trader Joe’s.”

Clayton said his inspiration came 
from the local Trader Joe’s and he 
wrote a song poking fun at it. He 
said he writes about things like the 
cashiers being weird or people not 
knowing how to drive in that area.

Clayton said that there is a 
good atmosphere at The PIT, and 
said he enjoys how laughter can 
connect people.

“Basically making people laugh 
is something that’s always felt really 
good to me for as long as I can 
remember,” Clayton said. “It’s really 
validating and it’s very rewarding for 
me on stage making people laugh.”

Clayton said that when The PIT 
started out on Franklin Street, there 
were a lot of community members 
and local comedians who were 
excited to get involved with the club. 
He said he often went to the club for 
open mics and other shows, and he 
enjoyed seeing local comics who have 
been performing for a while. 

Katie Keenan, a house manager, 
bartender and performer at The PIT, 
said performing at the comedy club 
can be a comic’s way of getting ready 
to apply for festivals, work up to a full 
hour of performance and even do more 
things like tour or perform at colleges.

“It takes a lot of time for comics 
to build up that amount of material 
and to feel confident enough to do it 
altogether,” Keenan said. 

Keenan said that The PIT has some 
great programs and that they are 
excited to see more students coming 
to the comedy club.

Will Purpura, general manager 
of The PIT, said that he is excited to 
give local comedians a platform for 
their work. 

“The comedians put a lot of work 
and effort into their sets and it’s 
really a great time,” Purpura said.

Purpura said that there are many 
funny people in the area, and The 
PIT tries to do a lot of different types 
of programming around their talent.

“Meredith and Eric are great,” 
Purpura said. “They’re really funny. 
They’re just great comedians in the 
Chapel Hill scene. I think supporting 
local comedy is great. We think all of 
our stand-up shows are usually a lot 
of fun because it’s like a party.”

Study finds vaping side effects similar to smoking

DTH/BRANDON STANDLEY
DTH Photo Illustration. Preston Lennon, a senior writer for The Daily Tar Heel, vapes on top of a Franklin Street staircase.

By Abbie Ashford
Staff Writer

Vaping may not be any safer 
than tobacco smoking, according to 
a recent study by a group of UNC 
scientists. Released earlier this 
month, the study summarized the 
effects vaping has on smokers’ lungs. 

The group conducted research 
by performing bronchoscopies on 
subjects including non-smokers, 
cigarette smokers and e-cigarette users 
— including e-cigarette users who did 
and did not previously smoke tobacco. 

The results from the study show 
that vaping caused an increase in 
proteolysis, or protein degradation, 
which can lead to bronchiectasis and 
emphysema — two lung conditions 
that can cause difficulty breathing.

The scientists concluded that 
vaping can have an impact on the body 
similar to that of tobacco products, as 
proteolysis has also occurred in the 
lungs of cigarette smokers.

Robert Tarran, a professor in 
the Department of Cell Biology 
and Physiology and member of the 
Marsico Lung Institute at the UNC 
School of Medicine, led the study. 
Other scientists involved were 
Arunava Ghosh, Raymond Coakley, 
Andrew Ghio, Marianne Muhlebach, 
Charles Esther Jr. and Neil Alexis.

“Dr. Ghosh did most of the actual 
bench work measuring proteases,” 
Dr. Tarran said. “Dr. Esther measured 

nicotine levels in vapers lungs and 
blood, and Dr. Alexis coordinated 
the sample collection.”

Dr. Arunava Ghosh said the 
human body cannot physically handle 
the amount of nicotine that is inhaled 
through the use of e-cigarettes. The 
large variety of flavors available for 
vaping has also increased e-cigarette 
use because it “tastes good.” This has 
resulted in individuals developing 
nicotine addictions that can be 
dangerous for their bodies. 

Dr. Tarran was prompted to dig 
deeper when he noticed an absence 
of research on the effects of vaping.
Dr. Ghosh said the only certain 
solution for e-cigarette users to 
prevent further damage is to quit 
smoking. He said he realizes this is a 
big ask for people who already have 
nicotine addictions, but suggested 
they slowly ween themselves off 
nicotine and smoking devices. 

Given the popularity of vaping 
among college-aged people, some 
students think this study could be 
relevant on campus. Sophomore 
Savannah Hunt said she thinks some 
students are content not knowing 
the side effects of vaping. 

“A lot of my friends are addicted to 
nicotine and continue to put harmful 
chemicals into their bodies even after 
I try to encourage them to ween off 
their addiction,” Hunt said. 

university@dailytarheel.com

DTH/PRESTON LENNON
The UNC Faculty Governance Advisory Committee met with interim Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz on Wednesday. 

By Preston Lennon
Senior Writer

In t e r i m  C h a n c e l l o r  K e v i n 
Guskiewicz sat down with a panel 
of faculty advisors Wednesday 
afternoon, where they brainstormed 
ways to improve faculty morale and 
other issues. 

Members of the UNC Faculty 
Governance Advisory Committee 
relayed the chief concerns from the 
University’s different departments 
a n d  s c h o o l s  t o  t h e  i n t e r i m 
chancellor, who alternated between 
listening and sharing his outlook on 
improving UNC’s future.

Secretary of the Faculty Vin 
Steponaitis communicated a sense of 
uncertainty about UNC’s abundance 
of high level positions operated by 
interim officials. 

“I was struck when I went to 
convocation when the platform party 
was introduced,” he said. “I think 
almost every person on the platform 
party was prefaced with interim.”

Guskiewicz,  who is serving 
in an interim capacity himself 
despite his public desire to be the 
next chancellor, said he has asked 
members of his staff with interim 
tags to function as if they were 
permanently in their position.

“In some ways, aren’t we all 
interim in what we do?” Guskiewicz 

joked, to laughs around the room. “I 
would not worry about interim tags.”

Chairperson of the Faculty Lloyd 
Kramer mentioned worries among 
his peers that UNC isn’t doing 
enough to increase faculty pay. He 
said many of his colleagues feel like 
they’ve barely had pay bumps since 
the great recession. 

“There was concern over losing 
faculty also because we’re not 
competitive on salary,” Kramer said. 
“Is there any hope for any raise?”

Guskiewicz said the current 
uncertainty in the state legislature 
budget process is contributing to 
the lack of action on salary increases.

“It does not look very good for 
faculty salary increases,” he said. 

Guskiewicz added that UNC’s 
devotion to keeping tuition low also 
plays a role in salary difficulties. 

The other major talking point 
raised in the meeting was a concern 
held by many faculty that the Office 
of Sponsored Research is inhibiting 
faculty research from progressing 
smoothly and efficiently, sometimes 
leading to faculty sending their 
grants outside UNC to be managed.

Kramer said faculty have been 
raising concerns about the research 
process for a while. 

“When Carol was here she kept 
saying, we’ve fixed the problem,” 
Kramer said. “But I’ve been hearing 

from a lot of faculty—”
“It’s not fixed,” professor Keisha 

Gibson said, finishing his sentence.
Committee members said that 

sometimes it’s fairly difficult to move 
even routine processes forward when 
conducting their research. 

“So many faculty feel demoralized 
by this,” Kramer said. 

Rohit Ramaswamy, professor 
in the Public Health Leadership 
Program, said that sometimes his 
student employees go without pay 
for weeks at a time. 

“It leaves us in the awkward 
situation of having to tell students 
that even though you’re not supposed 
to work without the money coming in 
— work and then back charge, and I 
will approve it even though that’s not 
accepted policy,” he said. 

Guskiewicz said the Office of 
Sponsored Research is restructuring, 
and some of the efficiency problems 
could be attributed to UNC’s large 
sum of research expenditure this 
year: close to $1.2 billion. 

T h e  i n t e r i m  c h a n c e l l o r 
acknowledged that making the 
research environment at Chapel Hill 
ideal is a strong priority in UNC’s 
work to optimize faculty morale. 

“At some point, the dam’s going to 
erupt,” he said.

university@dailytarheel.com

PHOTO COURTESY OF ERIC CLAYTON 
Stand-up comedians Eric Clayton and Meredith Armstrong will be 
performing at The PIT Chapel Hill’s New Headliner Night on Aug. 31. 
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Q&A with 
Frank Baumgartner

Assistant City & State Editor Jamey 
Cross spoke with Frank Baumgartner, 
professor of political science at UNC, 
about the death penalty in North 
Carolina and its future.  This follows 
the N.C. Supreme Court hearing six 
death row inmae appeal cases this 
week. Responses were edited for clarity 
and length. A full length version is 
available on our website.

THE DAILY TAR HEEL: Is it typical for the 
N.C. Supreme Court to hear this many 
death penalty cases at one time?

Frank Baumgartner: The reason for the 
cases all coming up at once comes 
from the legal fallout from the law 
that was passed in 2009 called the 
Racial Justice Act. The Racial Justice 
Act allowed an inmate who had been 
sentenced to death to be re-sentenced 
to life in prison without the possibility 
of parole if they could show that there 
had been even statistical patterns of 
disparate uses of the death penalty in 
the state, or in their judicial district, 
or in their county. 
In 2012, the General Assembly 
rescinded that law. I think 150 inmates 
on death row, which was almost all of 
them, have filed appeals, but only four 
had been heard. The question before 
the court now is whether these inmates 
still have a valid claim even though the 
Racial Justice Act is gone.

DTH: How is the death penalty in N.C. 
changing?

FB: In the 1990s and early 2000s, 
there might have been dozens of 
death sentences across the state in 
any given year. (North Carolina has) 
developed one of the largest death 
rows; we’ve sentenced over 500 
people to death in the modern time, 
and there’s 140 people still on death 
row. But, since 2006, there hasn’t 
been a single execution.
That started with the Physician’s 

Association saying any doctor who 
participated in an execution would 
lose their medical license. Then, the 
lethal injection didn’t require a doctor, 
an EMT could do it. The state got 
around that, but now they still don’t 
know what lethal injection drugs to 
use. In any case, we’ve never restarted 
the executions.

DTH: Why does the death penalty still 
exist?

FB: A lot of politicians say they want 
to save it for the truly heinous cases. 
In many states, we see politicians 
who are willing to abolish the death 
penalty. They’re concerned about 
issues of innocence because there’s 
been so much attention to the 
problem of innocent people being 
falsely accused and falsely convicted 
and ending up on death row.
Only a small fraction of death 
sentences will ever get carried out. It 
simply generates a lot of useless trials, 
warehousing people on death row 
and uncertainty for the victim. The 
mechanism of (the system) seems to 
be broken; it’s just not working. 

DTH: What might the future of the 
death penalty in N.C. look like?

FB: It’s slowly fading away. Depending 
on the outcomes of these cases, 
it might be ... an admission that, 
whatever we might like to think about 
the death penalty, the way it’s actually 
been practiced has been racially biased 
and in a way that gives false promise 
to the victims. All the states that 
have the death penalty also have the 
secondary punishment of life in prison 
without the possibility of parole, and 
that means you leave prison only in a 
casket. Perhaps that’s enough, maybe 
we don’t need the death penalty. 

@jameybcross
city@dailytarheel.com

PHOTO COURTESY OF FRANK BAUMGARTNER
Frank Baumgartner, professor of political science at UNC, teaches POLI 
203: Race, Innocence, and the Decline of the Death Penalty.

Five minutes of fame in Carrboro

PHOTO COURTESY OF LISA LEVIN
An actor performs at No Shame Theatre. The upcoming performance of the Carrboro No Shame Theatre is Aug. 31. 

Pranav Chintalapudi
Arts & Culture Writer

A man singing of his eternal love 
for Ziploc bags. Another who writes 
five-minute masterworks the day 
they are performed; mad science 
experiments and sketch comedy math 
lessons: all these spectacles and more 
regularly take the stage at the The 
ArtsCenter’s No Shame Theatre. 

The monthly rendition of No Shame 
Theatre’s program is happening Aug. 
31, and the show prides itself on 
having only three rules: be original, 
keep it under five minutes and don’t 
destroy the stage, said Lisa Levin, the 
event’s organizer and host. 

It’s a no-holds-barred display 
of zaniness where every type of 
performance — whether it’s dramatic, 
musical, comedic or otherwise — is 
equally welcome. All an interested 
artist has to do is show up and sign 
up, and the stage is theirs for whatever 
they wish to showcase to the audience.

“You don’t know what’s going 
to happen,” Levin said about the 
performance. “You don’t know who’s 
going to show up. Could be a big 
crowd, could be a small crowd  — 
we’ve had two different couples get 
engaged on our stage.”

The first No Shame Theatre 
shows had a slightly more agrarian 
ambience: they were performed out 

of the back of a pickup truck in Iowa, 
all the way back in the ‘80s. Since 
then, there have been No Shame 
events all over the United States. 
They’re a lively and supportive 
environment for shy performers to 
showcase their talents, Levin said.

“This cleverness that lives in all 
of us, this playfulness that we don’t 
get to show in our everyday lives as 
much as one might like to, this is 
your chance for you to do that,” Levin 
said. “And nobody’s going to boo you 
or throw tomatoes.”

In fact, Levin said, everyone’s 
there to cheer you on because simply 
getting on stage despite feeling 
vulnerable is most of the battle. 
“The rest is just icing,” she said.

Accessibility and a low-pressure 
atmosphere are two of No Shame 
Theatre’s key draws. Often, artists 

will experiment with pieces you 
wouldn’t see anywhere else, and 
the crowd is always highly involved 
— sometimes directly, as audience 
members are regularly co-opted 
into dramatic roles, Levin said.

 “It’s a smaller group, so it feels a 
lot more intimate, and it’s just not 
quite as formal,” said Miranda May, 
a longtime No Shame performer. “So 
it’s definitely less nerve-wracking.”

Students, of drama or otherwise, 
are encouraged to show off their art 
as well — as long as they abide by 
the three golden rules, of course, 
Levin said. No Shame’s platform is 
always open to all.

“I’ve known so many people with so 
much talent, everywhere,” said Drew 
Gulino, a frequent performer at No 
Shame. “Get in a conversation with 
somebody for five minutes and you’ll 
find they have some crazy talent. But 
what people don’t have is a venue to 
perform it, to perform odd.”

Gulino said you won’t find an event 
like No Shame anywhere else. He said 
that regardless of what your talent 
is, No Shame is the place for you to 
showcase it.

No Shame Theatre performs at the 
ArtsCenter in Carrboro starting at 8 
p.m. Performers can sign up starting 
at 7 p.m. on the day of the show.

arts@dailytarheel.com

“This cleverness that lives 
in all of us, this playfulness 
that we don’t get to show 
in our everyday lives as 
much as one might like to, 
this is your chance for you 
to do that.” 
Lisa Levin
No Shame Theatre Carrboro Organizer
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The names to know on Mack Brown’s staff
TIM BREWSTER

ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/TIGHT ENDS COACH
TOMMY THIGPEN

CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR/INSIDE LB COACH
PHIL LONGO

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR/QB COACH
DRÉ BLY

CORNBERBACKS COACH
JAY BATEMAN

CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR/SAFETIES COACH

DTH/AUDREY BURKE
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UNC players showcase creativity off-field

DTH FILE/BARRON NORTHRUP
UNC linebacker Tomon Fox (12) is a talented artist, according to his team-
mates. Some of his paintings hang in an academic advisor’s office.

By Chapel Fowler
Senior Writer

Joshua Ezeudu is a longtime fan 
of J. Cole and Lil Wayne. Growing up 
in Lawrenceville, Georgia, the North 
Carolina offensive lineman also came 
to appreciate nearby Atlanta rappers 
such as Migos and Lil Yachty. But he 
didn’t start really working on the 
skill his UNC teammates now laud 
him for — freestyle rapping — until 
last fall.

When Hurricane Florence hit the 
state in September 2018, cancelling 
classes and a home football game 
in Chapel Hill, Ezeudu had plenty 
of free time. So he downloaded 
Audacity,  a free audio editor 
program, found some instrumental 
beats and recorded a few freestyles 
on his laptop — “just to see how it 
would sound,” he said.

A year later, the redshirt first-
year has earned a reputation among 
players as someone who can “rap on 
a dime,” teammate Allen Cater said. 

“I’m probably the whole team’s 
entertainer, I would say,” Ezeudu 
told The Daily Tar Heel with a laugh.

He’s not alone. Under Larry 
Fedora, players were always free to 

express themselves. But Cater said 
new head coach Mack Brown and 
his staff have further encouraged and 
emphasized their players’ off-field 
interests — a practice that lines up 
with Brown’s adage that committing 
to UNC is a 40-year decision, rather 
than a four-year decision.

“I think that’s a good thing to 
push,” Cater told the DTH. “It helps 
guys realize there’s life after football.”

Jake Lawler is another prime 
example. The redshirt sophomore 
linebacker drew national attention 
and praise this summer when he 
published a candid, 2,300-word 
blog post detailing the depression 
and suicidal thoughts he’d battled, 
on his own, for the last eight years.

The aspiring screenwriter and 
director also co-hosts a movie 
podcast, “Inside the Film Room”; 
writes short stories, including “A 
Wicked Game,” which he published 
in January; and works with UNCUT, 
a video platform for UNC student-
athletes inspired by LeBron James’ 
“The Shop.”

A creative streak seems to run, 
especially, through the defense. Cater 
has played drums on and off since his 
childhood, for both his church and a 

few bands. The senior has recently 
looked into buying a set — which 
would be tough, he said, since he 
doubts the loud practices would be 
popular in his apartment complex.

E z e u d u  l a b e l e d  d e f e n s i v e 
lineman Lancine Turay the second-
best rapper on the team. And 
multiple teammates described 
Tomon Fox, a junior linebacker, as 
a talented artist.

A few of Fox’s paintings hang 
on the wall of the team academic 
adviser’s office. He also provided 
the sketch for one of Cater’s newest 
arm tattoos: the letters of his 
fraternity, Phi Beta Sigma, with a 
crown on top.

On offense, running back Michael 
Carter, Lawler’s roommate, enjoys 
photography. He’ll also appear on 
the first episode of UNCUT’s “Tar 
Heel Talk” next month in a round-
table discussion about life as a Black 
student-athlete. And offensive 
lineman Brian Anderson does 
impersonations, including a great 
rendition of his head coach.

Such skills aren’t universal, though. 
Center Nick Polino grew up in the 
same Georgia area as Fox and called 
his teammate’s work “phenomenal.” 

But even though his mother, Tammy, 
is an artist, Polino said he missed out 
on those creative genes.

“I’ll do some damage on a karaoke 
mic when I get the chance,” he said, 
“but I’m no Josh Groban out there.”

Ezeudu said the trend, as a whole, 
is “really cool.” He entered college 
expecting a laser focus on sports and 

soon realized that wasn’t the case.
“As soon I got here, I thought it 

was football 24/7 and no one could 
really do anything else besides just 
football,” he said. “As I’ve stayed 
here more and more, there’s a lot of 
people who can do a lot of things.”

@chapelfowler
sports@dailytarheel.com

Linebackers crucial in 
Bateman system

DTH FILE/LEXI BAIRD
The contributions of Cole Holcomb (36), a three-time All-ACC selection, 
will be sorely missed by the Tar Heel linebacker corps this season.

By Ryan Wilcox
Sports Editor

In 2018, the North Carolina 
football team allowed an average of 
34.6 points per game. Unless you’re in 
the Big 12 or have Patrick Mahomes 
on your team, that’s not a number 
with which you can win football 
games, and is one of the biggest 
reasons why the Tar Heels finished 
with a 2-9 record last season.

New head coach Mack Brown has 
praised his team’s secondary, while 
expressing concern about a lack of 
depth on the defensive line. Where 
does the linebacker corps fit in?

With new defensive coordinator 
Jay Bateman’s defensive system 
– it could be called a 3-4, but 
Bateman doesn’t subscribe to such 
traditional notions – linebackers 
will be more important than in 
years prior, when the team trotted 
out not three, but four defensive 
lineman on most downs. 

The two outside linebacker 
spots will be filled by players who 
are, relatively speaking, proven 
commodities on the field. The 
team’s first released depth chart 
listed junior Tomon Fox at one of 
the slots, with the other to be filled 
by either senior Allen Cater or 
junior Tyrone Hopper.

In eight games last season, 
Fox posted 27 tackles, 2.5 sacks, 
8.5 tackles for loss and a blocked 
field goal .  He figures as  the 
most experienced of the outside 
linebackers, as Cater played in six 
games in 2018, three at defensive 
end, before tearing his ACL. Hopper 
played in six games on special teams 

and on the defensive line.
Inside linebacker features question 

marks, too. Though Dominique Ross 
is expected to be an entrenched 
starter, he’ll be out for the first half 
against South Carolina thanks to his 
role in the fight against N.C. State last 
season. Senior linebacker Jonathan 
Smith will also miss the first half of 
the season opener.

That places junior and former 
quarterback Chazz Surratt in the 
starting lineup, who has yet to play 
a defensive down. Surratt made the 
switch to linebacker this past offseason 
– he started seven games under center 
as a first-year before appearing in just 
one game as a sophomore.

The other inside linebacker spot 
will be filled by Jeremiah Gemmel, a 
sophomore who has just one career 
tackle to his name. 

T he  lack  of  e xper ience  i s 
compounded by the loss of Cole 
Holcomb, who was a second team 
All-ACC selection a season ago 
before being drafted in the fifth 
round by the Washington Redskins. 
Holcomb’s 105 tackles in 2018 led 
the team for the third consecutive 
year; his contributions and veteran 
presence will be sorely missed.

Of course, every exit or injury 
doubles as an opportunity for 
someone else to step up. It remains 
to be seen who the Tar Heels’ next 
Cole Holcomb will be – or if any 
linebacker this season can approach 
his considerable production – but 
with the season kicking off Saturday 
against the Gamecocks, answers will 
come sooner rather than later.

@ryantwilcox
sports@dailytarheel.com

Secondary to be a mix of 
experience and youth

By Matt Chilson
Senior Writer

Dré Bly would say that “Blue 
Heaven,” his name for Chapel Hill, 
is the place to be for defensive backs 
in college football.

The North Carolina football 
program’s  new,  but  famil iar, 
cornerback coach has brought the 
same energy and expectation that 
he had as a standout cornerback for 
the Tar Heels from 1996-1998. He 
is outgoing on social media and has 
already landed a few top recruits 
for UNC.

As a player, Bly gathered 20 
interceptions and was the first 
three-time All-American in the 
ACC, but now he must prove himself 
as a coach.

The UNC legend is inheriting 
a secondary that was a part of 
the No. 95 defense in the country 
last season, according to Football 
Outsiders. The Tar Heels allowed 
over 228 passing yards per game 
and gave up 1 .5  touchdowns 
through the air each week.

There is plenty of room for 
improvement in the secondary. 
The good news for the Tar Heels 

is they have talent and experience 
returning at both the corner and 
safety spots.

The group returns a number of 
its best performers from last season, 
including seniors Myles Dorn and 
Patrice Rene.

Dorn is expected to be one of 
the starters at the safety position. 
He played in just eight games last 
season, yet still managed to finish 
with 55 tackles, good enough for 
fourth most on the team. Dorn also 
snatched two interceptions.

There isn’t much proven depth 
behind Dorn, however. Junior Myles 
Wolfolk will be counted on as Dorn’s 
counterpart. He only appeared in 
four games last season before getting 
injured, but accumulated 23 tackles 
in that span.

Unlike the safeties, the cornerback 
group is one of the deeper positions 
on the team. 

Rene is expected to lead at this 
position, which shouldn’t be difficult 
with sophomore Trey Morrison and 
junior Greg Ross being UNC’s two 
other main cornerbacks. Morrison 
appeared in all 11 games last season 
as a true first-year, while Ross played 
in eight.

Though other secondaries are 
inexperienced, they still  have 
talent. First-year Cam’Ron Kelly, 
a Virginia native, enrolled to play 
at Auburn this year but decided 
to transfer to UNC in order to be 
closer to home due to reported 
family health issues. 

W i t h  t h e  N C A A  a l l o w i n g 
him to play, the secondary got 
a huge boost. Kelly was a 4-star 
recruit coming out of high school 
according to 247Sports, and could 
be a major factor for the Tar Heels 
this season.

His fellow first-years Storm 
Duck and Obi Egbuna were both 
3-star recruits. The three have 
more than enough talent and 
should be able to learn from the 
older players this season.

The secondary is in a comfortable 
spot going forward, and has plenty 
of experience and talent to compete 
in the ACC, a conference with some 
of the best arm talent in the country.

The position group will get its first 
taste of action on Saturday against 
South Carolina at Bank of America 
Stadium in Charlotte.

@matt_chilson
sports@dailytarheel.com

DTH FILE/SARAH REDMOND
UNC defensive back Patrice Rene breaks down to tackle Virginia running back Jordan Ellis on October 14, 2017.
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• 1, 2, 3 & 4 Bedroom Apartments
• Rent includes FREE WIFI and Parking
• Less than a mile to UNC and Downtown

Within walking distance of UNC and 

downtown Chapel Hill.  Renovated 

apartments offer beautiful new kitchens with 

black appliances.  With 13 floor plans to choose 

from, you are sure to find just what works for 

you.  There’s ample parking just steps from your 

door.  Stratford Hills is bordered by Bolin Creek 

and miles of nature trails to enjoy.  Residents can 

also enjoy the on-site fitness center and the pool 

during the summer.

700 Bolinwood Dr.,  Chapel Hill, NC  
(919) 929-3015

stratfordhillsapts.com

Stratford Hills and
Stratford Apartments

Defensive line the ‘biggest 
question’ for UNC

By Grant Hughes
Staff Writer

Earlier this summer, head coach 
Mack Brown designated the defensive 
line as the team’s “biggest question” 
other than quarterback. Since then, 
the Tar Heels hope to have found 
their answer under center in first-year 
Sam Howell. But Brown and the staff 
will still need players to step up on the 
defensive front.

“The defensive line and its lack of 
depth is a huge concern,” Brown told 
The Daily Tar Heel in July. “... With 
modern-day offenses, quick tempo, in 
the heat, big guys up front get tired fast.”

Fortunately for the Tar Heels, new 
defensive coordinator Jay Bateman 
has transitioned the defense to what 
is primarily a three-man front. As a 
result, the team will not have to rotate 
bodies as much as in previous seasons.

Though UNC will play fewer 
players up front, those who follow 
the starters will still be expected to 
contribute. Whether they can backup 
the likes of Aaron Crawford, Jason 
Strowbridge and either Raymond 
Vohasek or Tomari Fox is yet to be 
seen. Backups Xach Gill and Jahlil 
Taylor have combined for four games 
of Division I action.

“You really need to be three deep, 
and right now we are one deep,” 
Brown said.

With a supporting cast as thin 
as the Tar Heels have, one injury 
up front could have a big effect.
The lack of experience among 
the backups puts that much more 
pressure on Strowbridge and 
Crawford, UNC’s best returning 
defensive linemen from a year ago. 
They will be counted on to compete 
with some of the best offensive 

Energy and accidents

Michael Sandle grew up on the 
same street as Carter, and they even 
played on the same youth league team 
together. He, like many of Carter’s 
current and former teammates, is 
quick to point out exactly what type 
of person he thinks his friend is. 

“He was literally the perfect, ideal 
teammate,” Sandle said. “He worked 
hard on his own and he loved all 
his teammates. “

Now a baseball player for South 
Alabama, Sandle played with Carter 
all through high school. He and Carter 
were just two of a core group of players 
that all lived in the same neighborhood 
and all played together since they were 
four or five years old. 

He’s always had energy, even 
underneath his quiet demeanor. 
He rarely shouts, but he’s almost 
always smiling.

His grin can hide the occasional 
mischievousness. On a particularly 
boring day in Navarre back in fourth 
grade, Carter and a friend got into a 
bit of a competition. With a substitute 
teacher, the two saw the perfect 
opportunity to dip into the bathroom 
to see who could jump off a stall to 
touch the ceiling. 

“So I jump off the urinal, and I slip 
and fall,” Carter said. “And the urinal 
breaks off the wall and there’s water 
splashing all over. You could hear it 
from outside the building.” 

It might end in the occasional 
damage to property, but Carter’s 
energy is infectious. His teammates 
recognize it, and it’s part of why he’s 
become such a valued leader in the 
locker room. 

“He comes in the room and 
he’s smiling from start to finish,” 
teammate Myles Dorn said. “It rubs 
off on everybody. He walks in with 
a big smile, you can’t sit beside him 
and be mad.” 

‘You gotta know their story’

If there’s one criticism Carter’s 
college coach has for him, it’s that 
he’s not loud enough. 

For the junior running back, being 
a leader doesn’t always mean talking. 

“After a while, when you get to 
a place where you’ve had the same 
boss for a long time, I think their 
words start to lose value,” Carter 
said. “When you’re that boss – 
I’m not saying I’m that boss – but 
being in a leadership position, you 
gotta find different ways to talk to 
different people.”

He makes an effort, when he does 
speak up, to explain that it’s because 
he wants them, and the entire team, 
to be successful. 

“Having to call someone out, you 
gotta have a relationship to do that. 
A real one,” Carter said. 

Carter’s had three years to connect 
to some of his teammates — with 
others, like starting true first-year 
quarterback Sam Howell, he’s only 
had a few months. But he and fellow 
back Antonio Williams have already 
made their impact in that short time, 
showing the new QB the ropes. 

“Ever since I got here they’ve 
took me under their wing, help me 
through stuff, gave me advice and 
just taught me how to be a college 
football player,” Howell said. 

As for himself, Carter is set to 
be the number one running back 
for the Tar Heels. He led the team 
in rushing in 2018 with 597 yards, 
despite missing two games at the 
start of the season. 

Carter will have to be a star this 
year if North Carolina wants to be 
successful. But even still, he’s not 
worried about the pressure. After all, 
Carter gets to go back to doing his 
favorite thing this weekend. 

“I get to hang out with my friends 
on Saturday.”

@bg_keyes
sports@dailydailytarheel.com

CARTER
FROM PAGE 16

DTH FILE/ALEX KORMANN
North Carolina defeated Georgia Tech 40-20 on Saturday, Nov. 5, 2016.

linemen the ACC has to offer, and 
they have a vote of confidence from 
their coach, who said they “can 
play with anybody.”

This praise is expected after last 
season, when Strowbridge finished 
second on the team with 5.5 sacks; 
only Malik Carney, a senior last 
season, recorded more. Crawford, 
despite missing most of last season 
to injury, is a commanding presence 
when healthy.  The Ashburn, 
Virginia-native was tied for third on 
the team in sacks two seasons ago.

Rounding out the starting trio will 
be either Vohasek or Fox at defensive 
end, two players who have never 
played a down in a UNC uniform.
Vohasek, a junior college transfer from 
the College of DuPage, has stood out 
in camp. Before suffering a shoulder 
injury that caused him to miss all of 
last season, he had a productive 2017 
campaign in which he collected 8.5 

sacks and 12 tackles for loss.
Fox, a first-year, comes in as a 

3-star recruit, and his versatility 
should let him see the field early 
and often. Whether he will play a 
majority of snaps at end or outside 
linebacker is yet to be determined. 

Still, he showed he can get after 
the quarterback regardless, notching 
eight sacks, 15 tackles for loss and 13 
pressures in his senior year of high 
school. His ability to rush the passer 
earned him 7A all-state and all-region 
honors last season at Collins Hill.

The defensive line is still a 
concern. However, the return of 
Crawford and the maturation of the 
young players behind him will only 
improve a defense that finished 
last season ranked No. 101 in run 
defense out of 130 FBS teams.

@KenjonVander
sports@dailytarheel.com
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By Fleet Wilson
Staff Writer

To begin a highly anticipated 2019 
season, North Carolina will face off 
against SEC opponent South Carolina 
and look to erase the memory of 2018’s 
2-9 campaign. 

Here is a preview of what head 
coach Mack Brown has prepared for 
South Carolina Saturday at the Bank 
of America Stadium in Charlotte, N.C.

Recent history in Charlotte

The last time the Gamecocks 
walked off the field, it was back in 
Bank of America Stadium after last 
year’s 28-0 Belk Bowl beatdown at 
the hands of Virginia. The loss capped 
off a 7-6 season in which the team tied 
for fourth in the SEC East. 

This middle-of-the-pack finish 
in head coach Will Muschamp’s 
third season at the helm was 
disheartening — but Saturday’s 
game will see the Gamecocks return 
to the site of their season-ending 
loss, with hopes of enacting revenge 
on a different ACC opponent. 

Return of the running game

Last year’s blowout loss in the 

Belk Bowl demonstrated some fatal 
flaws for South Carolina that they are 
looking to remedy. 

Quarterback Jake Bentley’s two 
interceptions in the 2018 finale 
highlighted a turnover bug that he 
will look to shake against UNC. He 
finished last year with the highest 
number of interceptions (14) in the 
SEC, a weakness that the Tar Heels 
could exploit Saturday. 

In light of Bentley’s limitations, 
Muschamp has revamped his running 
game to help diversify his offense. In 
the bowl game loss, the Gamecocks 
squeaked out 33 rushing yards; enter 
former Clemson running back Tavien 
Feaster. The highly-touted transfer will 
add some firepower to the backfield 
and take some pressure off the senior 
quarterback to carry the offense. 

It all depends on the 
secondary

The Tar Heels’ proficiency in the 
passing game is perhaps the biggest 
question coming into 2019. The same 
can be said for the Gamecocks on the 
other side. Though they have a strong 
defensive line and linebacker core, it 
is the secondary that will determine 
whether or not South Carolina will 
begin their season with a victory. 

Dorn learned from his situation, 
and about himself. He learned which 
friends were there just because he 
was on the football team, and he 
learned which friends were there for 
him as a person.

In November, things got worse 
when North Carolina fired then-
head coach Larry Fedora after back-
to-back nine loss seasons.

For many, the move wasn’t a 

controversial one. But Dorn had 
been one of the few bright spots 
in the losses under Fedora. Now, 
he was losing the coach that had 
recruited him and helped develop 
him into the steady contributor 
that he had become.

“I was (nervous). I definitely didn’t 
know what was next. Not knowing is 
what brings fear,” Dorn said.

It didn’t take long for things to 
start turning around for Dorn. 

Days after Fedora was fired, UNC 
announced that Brown would be 

returning as the head football coach. 
It meant the world to Dorn that he 
would be coached by the same man 
that had helped mold his father into 
an NFL talent.

Naturally, he asked his dad what 
to expect from the new mentor.

“(Brown’s) going to be looking 
for hard work. He’s going to be 
looking for guys that are leaders, not 
followers,” Dorn Sr. said.

Now in his senior season, Dorn 
is fully healthy. Under the guidance 
of Brown, Dorn has his sights set on 

helping UNC return to prominence. 
As he returns to the field, he’s looking 
to leave that lasting impression on 
others off the field as well through 
spreading his mantra.

Dorn has lived: Competing against 
his older brother while growing 
up turned him into the successful 
student-athlete he is at UNC today.

Dorn has loved: He hasn’ t 
forgotten about those that were 
close enough to him to support him 
through the dark times.

“Shoutout to those people,” Dorn 

said. “They kind of helped me 
through everything.”

Now, Dorn is looking to continue 
inspiring in his final season with the 
North Carolina football team.

“To inspire somebody is one of 
the highest acts you can do,” Dorn 
said. “Because you were inspired by 
somebody when you were younger, 
then that drove you to do what you 
were supposed to do.”

@McMastersJ
sports@dailytarheel.com

DORN
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DTH/JEFFREY SHUTTER

Just as Feaster will look to stabilize 
a weak rushing unit, Southern Cal 
transfer Jamel Cook will look to shore 
up a defensive back unit that totaled 
just six interceptions last year. 

He will join a unit of pass 

defenders that will have plenty 
to prove coming into Saturday’s 
matchup against UNC first-year 
quarterback Sam Howell. The 
matchup between the Tar Heel’s 
novel Air Raid pass offense and the 

Gamecock’s revitalized pass defense 
to be crucial in determining who will 
come out on top.

@fleetwilson
sports@dailytarheel.com

Previewing South Carolina, UNC’s first foe
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How does
Louise Beck Properties

compare to 
UNC Football?

We don’t know.

Just call us 
when you want to when you want to 
move off campus.

UNC boasts experienced 
receiving options

DTH FILE/BARRON NORTHRUP
Dazz Newsome (19) eludes a Duke tackler in a November game last season. 
Newsome figures to be a key part of a group of returning UNC receivers.

By Madeline Coleman 
and Torre Netkovick

Senior Writer, Staff Writer

The North Carolina football 
team has had a lackluster last two 
years, but with the introduction of 
the Air Raid system from new head 
coach Mack Brown, talented wide 
receivers have the chance to become 
dominating playmakers. 

In order for the system to work and 
the wide receivers to shine, there needs 
to be stability from the quarterback 
position alongside accurate throws. 
For now, first-year Sam Howell is the 
lead contender in the competition. 

Despite losing Anthony Ratliff-
Williams to the NFL, there is still 
depth in the wide receiver corps, 
starting with Dazz Newsome. The 
junior is known for his speed, 
showing his potential over the course 
of the last two seasons. In 2018, he 
tallied 44 receptions for 506 yards 
and two touchdowns as a sophomore. 

Junior Beau Corrales has the 
chance to be a breakout star this 
season. In 2018, he posted 18 
receptions for 220 yards and two 
touchdowns. He appeared in eight 
games and started in five as a 
sophomore, and as a true first-year.

The Brown brothers are two other 
key receivers to keep an eye on this 
season. Dyami, a sophomore, is 
another player with good speed. He 
posted 17 receptions for 173 yards and 
a touchdownin 10 games last year.

His younger brother Khafre 
shouldn’t get overlooked as an 
incoming first-year. During his three 
seasons in high school, Khafre tallied 
103 receptions for 1,880 yards and 

23 touchdowns. 
For the tight ends, the group 

has already met a challenge – but 
in response adopted the next man 
up mentality. 

Graduate student Brandon 
Fritts, who missed the entire 2018 
season after suffering a torn ACL, 
endured another significant knee 
injury that will sideline him for part 
of the 2019 season. Before suffering 
the injury, the Tar Heels were likely 
looking forward to Fritts’ return 
after he totaled 47 catches for 439 
yards and nine touchdowns in his 
first three seasons. 

North Carolina has seven other 
tight ends on its roster. Senior Carl 
Tucker played a big role in the Tar 
Heels passing game in 2018. Last 
season, Tucker started 10 games, 
six of which were at tight end, and 
caught 16 passes for a total of 265 
yards and scored two touchdowns. 

In 2018, Tucker averaged 26.5 
yards per game, which ranked fourth 

on the team. In addition, in Tucker’s 
three seasons as a Tar Heel he played 
in 27 games, caught 31 passes and 
scored three touchdowns.  

Senior Jake Bargas also played 
a role on the 2018 North Carolina 
football team. Last season, he 
appeared in 11 games, caught eight 
passes, scored one touchdown 
against ECU, and averaged 10 yards 
per catch. 

Leading these tight ends will 
be the assistant head coach and 
tight ends coach, Tim Brewster.  
Brewster has 30 years of coaching 
experience, at the collegiate and 
NFL level. Throughout Brewsters 
career, he produced 11 NFL tight 
ends. Prior to Brewster’s return 
to UNC, he was the tight end and 
recruitment coordinator down at 
Florida State. 

@TorreNetkovick
@mwc13_3

sports@dailytarheel.com

By Macy Meyer
Staff Writer

This year, the UNC football 
program is changing how students 
get admission to home games.  

In previous years, students could 
show up to the gates at Kenan 
Memorial Stadium on game day, swipe 
their One Card and cheer on the Tar 
Heels without a ticket. That policy has 
since changed, according to a release 
from the athletics department. The 
University will now require students to 
claim a ticket in advance, in addition 
to showing their One Card. 

“Students will receive an email 
approximately 10 days before each 
home game directing them to log in to 
their student account and claim their 
ticket,” according to the 2019 Football 
Student Ticket Policy released online. 

Admission is still free, but this 
policy is strictly for full-time students 
who have paid athletic fees and is on 
a first-come, first-serve basis.  

Students who have claimed a ticket 
are encouraged to arrive at least 
an hour and a half before kickoff. 
Students who have not claimed tickets 
can still arrive at Kenan Stadium to 
possibly receive a ticket on standby if 
there is still availability.  

Gerry Lajoie, senior assistant 
director of athletics and ticket 
operations, said this new change is 
in response to disorganization at last 
year’s home game against Virginia 
Tech, in which students swarmed the 
gates and were not admitted due to 

the stadium reaching max capacity. 
He added that with this year’s highly 
anticipated football schedule, more 
organization is necessary.  

“Certainly the excitement of Coach 
Brown being there is a part of (the 
reason for a new policy),” Lajoie said. 

This year’s home schedule features 
matchups against Miami, Appalachian 
State, Clemson, Duke, Virginia and 
Mercer. These games could draw 
large crowds, making pre-game ticket 
claims helpful to UNC for preparation. 

With this new policy, though, 
comes a variety of student opinions.  

“I think it’s inconvenient,” junior 
Camryn Kepley said. “But especially 
unfair for part-time students who can’t 
claim tickets ahead of time and have 
to wait in the standby line for tickets.” 

Junior Pauline de Larminat said 
her biggest complaint is that the 
new policy requires students to get 
tickets too far in advance, because 
students schedules’ can change. 
She also thinks many students will 
claim tickets, then not go to the 
game, hurting attendance.  

Lajoie did not guarantee that the 
new ticket policy would improve 
student turnout, but he remains 
hopeful expecting acceptance of the 
policy to come with time.

“I think it’s going to be a good 
process,” Lajoie said. “I think, in 
time, people will become accustomed 
to it and they’ll like it.” 

@macyxx
sports@dailytarheel.com

Student 
ticket 
policy

revised

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

• Reserve tickets online 
10 days in advance

• First come, first serve
• Only full-time students 

can reserve tickets
• Some tickets can be 

claimed on game day
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Summer School.
Part of a winning strategy.
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By Chapel Fowler
Senior Writer

Sam Howell’s first six months in 
Chapel Hill have been, to say the 
least, productive. The true first-
year quarterback enrolled early, 

turned heads at practice with his 
arm strength and impressed veteran 
teammates with his work ethic.

As of this week, he’s also North 
Carolina’s starting quarterback.

Head coach Mack Brown, who 
last  week announced Howell 
was working with the first-team 
offense, confirmed Monday the 
Monroe native will start for UNC 
in Saturday’s Belk College Kickoff 
against South Carolina in Charlotte.

Based on available records, 
Howell will be the first true first-year 
quarterback to start a season opener 
in program history.

“That’s something I’ve been 
working for a long time,” the 
quarterback said Tuesday. “I really 
wanted to be the guy to lead this 
football team.”

Howell beat out redshirt first-years 
Jace Ruder and Cade Fortin for the 
spot. Both Ruder and Fortin appeared 

for UNC last season, and Howell 
complimented their willingness to give 
him pointers from those reps, along 
with their general professionalism 
throughout the process.

Brown and offensive coordinator 
Phil Longo have intimated Ruder, 
Howell’s backup, may take some 
snaps Saturday. Howell, as of now, 
is the established leader of North 
Carolina’s new Air Raid offense.

Notable offensive weapons he’ll 
have at his disposal include running 
backs Antonio Williams, Michael 
Carter and Javonte Williams; wide 
receivers Dazz Newsome, Dyami 
Brown and Antoine Green; and tight 
end Carl Tucker.

Antonio Williams said Howell 
“knows the offense better than 
anyone” — so well that skill position 
players have started looking to him 
to answer questions in the huddle. 
Williams said it’s a result of the extra 

work teammates have seen Howell 
put in, whether on the field in late-
night throwing sessions or off it with 
extensive film sessions.

From a leadership standpoint, 
Howell said being named the starter, 
has given him “an easier platform to 
step up.” The preseason naming of a 
starter is a notable change from the 
Tar Heels’ last two seasons.

In 2017, after Mitchell Trubisky 
left  UNC for the NFL Draft , 
UNC had another three-man 
competition for the position in 
Brandon Harris, Chazz Surratt and 
Nathan Elliott. But there was little 
clarity on the starter until Harris 
jogged out for the team’s opening 
series against California.

It was the same in 2018, when 
Elliott and Surratt were the two 
main contenders for the spot — 
Surratt’s four-game suspension in 
the preseason was the only thing that 

cleared up who would start.
With Brown’s announcement of 

Howell as the starter, teammates 
h av e  o p e n e d  u p  w i t h  m o r e 
compliments. Williams, for example, 
referenced a 2015 game between the 
two back in high school.

The former ran 29 times for 361 
yards and four touchdowns. The latter, 
in his first year of high school, threw 
for 391 yards and four touchdowns in 
a 63-38 shootout win.

As he prepares for his first career 
game, he said he’ll have some nerves. 
It would be crazy not to.

“I’m not scared or anything like 
that, but it is a big stage and a stage 
I really haven’t been on before,” 
Howell said. “But I’m confident in 
myself, confident in my team and I 
know my teammates have my back.”

@chapelfowler
sports@dailytarheel.com

Howell to lead Tar Heel offense as true first-year
BY THE NUMBERS
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1
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quarterback in 
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to start season 

opener

By Parth Upadhyaya
Senior Writer

If there’s any silver lining to be 
found in North Carolina football’s 
2-9 season last  year,  it ’s  the 
production of the run game. The Tar 
Heels totaled 2,123 rushing yards, 
their most since 2015. 

Now, this season, that number 
could rise even higher.

UNC lost running back Jordon 
Brown, who transferred to Kansas 
State in May. But the team returns 
three of its four leading rushers 
from last year: junior Michael 
Carter, senior Antonio Williams and 

sophomore Javonte Williams. 
“Fresh legs all the time — and 

I think that’s dangerous,” Antonio 
Williams said after practice on 
Tuesday. “I think we all have really 
good traits, and we have really good 
abilities all in our own special ways.”

The trio will likely split reps, but 
the attack should start with Carter. 

T he  5- foot-10,  200-pound 
speedster led the Tar Heels with 597 
rushing yards and 7.1 yards per carry 
a season ago. Carter found the end 
zone three times last year — twice on 
the ground and once through the air. 
He caught 25 passes for 135 yards, 
averaging 5.4 yards per reception.

Carter also showed the ability 
to take over games with a 165-yard 
mid-season outing against Virginia 
Tech in October. If UNC’s offensive 
line can create holes, Carter could be 
in for an All-ACC season. 

While Carter will bring the speed, 
Antonio Williams will bring the power. 

The 5-foot-11, 215-pound New 
London, N.C. native will play 
his second season for UNC after 
transferring from Ohio State. Last 
year, he ran for 504 yards and 
tied for first on the team with five 
touchdowns, averaging 5.5 yards per 
carry in 10 games. He also caught 16 
passes for 131 yards. 

Antonio Williams should be 
most effective in short-yardage and 
goal-line situations, but he said he 
also worked on his speed in the 
offseason to add another dimension 
to his game.

“I feel like I can get in the holes a 

lot quicker,” Antonio Williams said. “I 
feel like I can hit the edges. I tried to 
(work on) that, because a few times 
last year, I got caught from behind.” 

Then, there’s Javonte Williams. 
Javonte Williams was the Tar 

Heels’ fourth-leading rusher in 2018 
with 224 yards and 5.2 yards per 
carry. As a first-year, he tied Antonio 
Williams for the most touchdowns 
on the team with five. 

At  5- foot-10,  215  pounds, 
Javonte Williams offers a blend 
of size and speed. The sophomore  
played in all 11 games last year 
and showed promise with strong 
performances in UNC’s final 
two games. The Wallace, N.C. 
native ran for 93 yards and three 
touchdowns against  Western 
Carolina; against N.C. State, he ran 
for 83 yards and a score. 

Expectations are high for 
UNC’s trio of running backs. Solid 

production 
from the 
group should 
also  alleviate 
pressure from 
first-year 
quarterback 
Sam Howell. 

“It’s a 
good feeling 
knowing you 
have three 
guys that 
can take the 
load off you 
at any time,” 
Howell said 
on Tuesday. 
“They’re three guys capable of 
changing the game with one play 
at any time.”

@pupdahyaya_
sports@dailytarheel.com

BY THE 
NUMBERS

4
RBs to eclipse 200 

yards in 2018

1
Transfer, Jordon 

Brown, to Kansas 
State

2
Williamses, Antonio 

and Javonte, to 
feature in backfield

UNC boasts stable of 
running backs



By Jared McMasters
Assistant Sports Editor

When Myles Dorn joined the UNC 
football team in 2016, the first-year 
had a bit of a head start on most of 
his new teammates.

Dorn’s father, Torin Dorn Sr., 
played football for North Carolina 
from 1986 to 1989 before a career in 
the NFL. He was a Tar Heel veteran 
when Mack Brown joined as the 
team’s new head coach in 1988.

Now, the younger Dorn has his 
own opportunity to impress Brown.

At 6-foot-2, 205 pounds, Dorn’s 
presence demands your attention 
when he enters a room. But if you’re 
able to talk to the senior defensive 
back, you’ ll quickly realize he’s a 
gentle giant.

He’s a soft-spoken young man 
that takes the time to think about 
his answers in a conversation, a trait 
that his teammate Myles Wolfolk 
still pokes fun at.

“He had to open up to us,” 
Wolfolk said. “He was very quiet 
coming in, and I get on him about 
it now sometimes. He’s just very 

observant of his surroundings.”
Dorn doesn’t play many video 

games. Other than sports, he doesn’t 
watch much television. He keeps up 
with shoes, listens to rapper Nipsey 
Hussle and reads about possible 
investment opportunities.

He’s much more selective with 
his actions than one would normally 
expect from a 21-year-old.

“He stretches and stays in his bed, 
maybe looks at social media a little 
bit and calls it a night at, like, nine 
o’clock sometimes,” Wolfolk said. 
“That boy loves to sleep. He’s really 
an old man.”

But this “old man” has been put to 
the test since that early head start.

In the second half of the 2018 
season opener against California, 
Dorn suffered a knee injury that kept 
him sidelined for about six weeks. 

At the end of that same season, 
one of Dorn’s grandfathers died. Less 
than a year later, he lost his other 
grandfather as well.

Now, heading into his senior 
season Dorn is looking to be a role 
model through his own simple 
philosophy: live, love and inspire.

Family Bonding

Sports have always been a bonding 
tool for the Dorn family.

After Dorn Sr. made the switch 
from running back to defensive back 
near the end of his collegiate career, 
he was selected in the fourth round 
of the 1990 NFL draft by the Raiders, 
which were then in Los Angeles. 

After his playing days, Dorn 
Sr. took up coaching high school 
football. And once Myles and his 
brother, Torin Dorn Jr., reached 
elementary school, he started 
bringing them to play with the high 
school kids.

The two kids didn’t just survive 
amongst the older children — they 
thrived against the competition. 

“I would always use them as 
examples when it came down to 
backpedaling, catching and things 
of that nature,” Dorn Sr. said. 

When they weren’t helping out 
at their dad’s practices, the two 
brothers would always compete 
against each other.

Dorn Jr. gravitated towards 
basketball at a young age, eventually 

landing at N.C. State and leading the 
team in scoring during his redshirt 
senior season. So, when he played 
against his brother, he had to shoot 
left-handed.

Afterward, the young duo would 
move to the football field for 
catching drills, where Dorn was in 
his element. Sometimes he would 
have to catch one-handed.

“We made it challenging to 
see exactly who was the best and 
everything, but we also supported 
each other,” Dorn Sr. said. “... It was 
never pitting one against the other to 
where you embarrassed him. It was 
always to try to make them better.”

The results speak for themselves. 
After his senior season with the 
UNC football team, Dorn plans on 
pursuing a career in the NFL. His 
older brother recently signed a deal 
to play basketball in Poland.

‘I just lost everything’

Dorn’s junior season couldn’t 
have been much further from what 
he hoped for.

He was coming off of a sophomore 

year where the defensive back 
ranked third on the team for total 
tackles and had been solidified as 
a starter in all 12 games. Then, he 
injured his knee. 

Late in the first game of his junior 
year, Dorn suffered the injury that 
caused him to miss three games. He 
returned to the field to finish out the 
year but needed two surgeries after 
the season to correct the issue.

While he was rehabbing in the 
offseason, his father’s dad passed 
away. Then, his mother’s dad passed 
the following summer.

“That period of time with me 
being out of football is when I lost 
both my grandfathers,” Dorn said. 
“So it was like kind of all at one time, 
I just lost everything.”

His loved ones were there for him 
to lean on, constantly offering their 
support through the challenging 
times of loss in the Dorn family.

“That is when we rally together,” 
Dorn Sr. said. “That is when family 
comes together, in those times of 
despair.”

Energetic Michael Carter to lead 
UNC football by example

By Brian Keyes
Assistant Sports Editor

Michael Carter sat in the back 
of his father’s car and put his head 
down, trying to focus on the moment. 
The 7-year-old future running back 
listened to the music playing in his 
father’s car on the way to his next 
football game. 

The music was his way of tuning 
out the world. Then, all of a sudden, 
he looked up at his father, who asked 
him what was wrong. 

“Dad, I don’t think I want to get 
tackled today,” Michael said. 

His father Tony Carter told him 
the answer was simple — don’t get 
tackled. Michael nodded, put his 
head back down, smiled and went 
back to listening to the music. 

Some 13 years later, Tony doesn’t 
remember exactly what his son’s stat 
line was. Something like 11 carries 
and seven touchdowns, he guesses. 
He does know one thing, though. 

“He didn’t get tackled one time,” 
he said. 

North Carolina’s starting running 
back and kick returner was usually 
doing things like that. There’s joy 
when Carter gets the ball and sees an 
open field. He’s already rushed for 
over 1,100 yards and 10 touchdowns 
in his two seasons at UNC. 

Recent history hasn’t been kind 
to the Tar Heels. The team has a 
combined 5-18 record over the 
past two years and has dealt with 
a lot — suspended players, dubious 
comments  about  concussions 
and a fight against N.C. State 
last season that resulted in more 
suspended players. But Carter is 
still here, and he’s happy. He’s got 
a new coach in Mack Brown. He’s 
ready to get back on the field after 
last season’s disappointment. 

“We feel like we deserve more 
than what we’ve gotten,” Carter said. 
“Our attitude is more or less, we’re 
going to take it.” 

‘He was like a lightbulb’

Michael Carter’s first encounter 
with football came before he could 
even walk. He was born in Japan 
and would watch his father play 
professionally in the X-League, the 
local American football league. His 
mother, Suzette Ellington, used to 
take him to practices in a stroller. 

When the family moved to Navarre, 
Florida in 2001, they found themselves 
still immersed in football culture. 

“You ever seen Friday Night 
Lights where everything closes?” 
Michael said with a smile. “It’s not 
like that, but it’s close.” 

Football didn’t start out being 
everything to a young Michael. In his 
very first game, Carter wanted to quit 
before he had even started — as a five-
year-old, his coach had him playing at 
guard. But his father made him try it, 
at least to find out if he liked it. 

“We got beat 24-0, and I loved 
it,” Carter said. At halftime he 

was moved to  running back, 
discovering his future position 
then and there. It was also there 
that Carter discovered his favorite 
thing about football: how fun it was 
to run around with his friends, just 
like at recess. 

Friends are something Michael 
has always had in abundance, even 
from his earliest days. People are 
drawn to the joy he carries around 
with him, not just when he’s playing 
football, but off the field, too. 

“He was always high energy,” his 
brother Dwayne Carter II said. “He 
was like a lightbulb of atmosphere 
everywhere he was at.”

Dwayne would know. The Carter 
brothers — Dwayne (25), Michael 
(20) and Josh (18)— are inseparable 
when they’re home together. 

He’s worked hard to make sure 
every team he’s a part of feels just 
as close as he and his brothers do. 

SEE DORN, PAGE 12
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