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Customers gather around the bar during trivia night at Linda’s Bar and Grill 
on Wednesday. The restaraunt closed on Friday, but may reopen. 
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UNC graduate center Armando Bacot (5) looks to pass the ball to a 
teammate during the men’s basketball game against Clemson on 
Saturday at Littlejohn Coliseum. UNC beat Clemson 65-55.

CLEMSON, S.C. – With the clock 
expiring at the end of the first half, and 
no other options in sight, Armando 
Bacot took the ball to the rim.

He was met by not one, but two, 
Clemson defenders closing in. Just 
as the buzzer sounded, sophomore 
forward RJ Godfrey swatted the ball 
out of Bacot’s hands.

Bacot hit the hardwood. Godfrey, 
lucky enough to land on his feet, 
took the moment to stand over the 
graduate big man and exchange a 
few words.

By Shelby Swanson 
Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com 

The word “GRIT” — spelled 
just like that in all caps — flashed 
across the screens inside Littlejohn 
Coliseum throughout the game. It 
was almost too perfect, too on-the-
nose, for the physical battle that 
took place on Saturday.

Luckily for the Tar Heels, these 
ugly games are the kind Bacot lives 
for. The graduate center, who’s 
previously described himself as a 
“trash man” and “nasty,” wrangled 
down 16 rebounds and put up 14 
points in No. 8 North Carolina’s 
65-55 win over No. 16 Clemson. 
Bacot, the Tar Heels’ all-time 

By Julian Hill
Senior Writer

university@dailytarheel.com 

The Department of Education’s 
Office for Civil Rights opened a Title 
VI  investigation for shared ancestry 
discrimination at UNC on Dec. 22, 
following a complaint that said the 
University discriminated against 
Jewish students.

The federal department will 
probe whether UNC responded 
to alleged harassment of students 
based on shared Jewish ancestry 
in a manner consistent with the 
requirements of Title VI.

The inquiry is one of 89 ongoing 
Title VI investigations the OCR has 
opened across multiple institutions. 

The complaint that allegedly led 
to the investigation was filed by 
Jewish American attorney David 
Weisberg. The OCR investigation 
does not mean that the organization 
made a determination regarding the 
merit of the complaint. 

In the complaint against the 
University, Weisberg drew attention 
to two events that occurred in October 
and November 2023. The first 
involves statements made during a 
roundtable discussion and the other 
involves a professor’s comments 
during class. Weisberg declined The 
Daily Tar Heel’s request for comment, 
deferring to the complaint itself. 

Weisberg argues that the two 2023 
events breach a previously reached 
resolution agreement between UNC 
and the OCR following 2019 events. 

UNC Media Relations said 
the University is aware of the 
complaint and will comply with 
the federal investigation.

“We will cooperate fully and remain 
committed to promoting a safe and 
equitable environment to all members 
of the Carolina community that is free 
from harassment and discrimination,” 
Kevin Best, Media Relations senior 
director, said in an email.

Under the 1964 Civil Rights Act, 
Title VI prohibits discrimination on the 
basis of race, color and national origin 
in programs and activities receiving 
federal financial assistance.

Theodore Shaw, a law professor at 
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Despite announcing that it would 
be closing its doors for good on Jan. 
5, Linda’s Bar and Grill may not be 
closing permanently.

Kim Scott is the daughter of 
Linda Williams, the restaurant’s 
namesake and original owner who 
owns the East Franklin Street 
building that houses the restaurant. 
Scott said she and her mother have 
been working to find a new owner 
to reopen the bar.

Christopher Carini, who announced 
the restaurant’s closure on Jan. 2, 
acted as the owner and proprietor of 
Linda’s until Friday. He bought the 
Linda’s corporation in 2011.

Scott said she and her mother 
found out about the restaurant’s 
closure through The Daily Tar Heel’s 
reporting. Many non-managerial staff 
were not aware of the restaurant’s 
impending closure last week until the 
DTH’s initial reporting on the closure.

“It was very shocking that he didn’t 
call us after 13 years and say, ‘Hey, 
this is what I’m doing,’” Scott said.

Linda ’s  Bar  and Gri l l  has 
served the UNC and Chapel Hill 
communities for almost 50 years. 
It opened in 1976 on Columbia 
Street, and currently sits on East 
Franklin Street.

Carini said “a slew of things,” 
beginning with the COVID-19 
pandemic, caused the restaurant 
to go into debt. His lease on the 
restaurant’s building is unfinished 
and, on Friday morning, Scott 
announced that her and her 
mother were looking for someone 
to take it over, rather than closing 
permanently like Carini announced.

C a r i n i  a l s o  s t a r t e d  a 
GoFundMe for the restaurant in 
October — which raised $35,125 
of a $135,000 goal. Community 
members continued donating after 
he announced the closure. He said 
the restaurant “turned the corner” 
after the GoFundMe was created. 
According to Carini, this money 

Lee Roberts will  take on 
the role of University interim 
chancellor on Friday, the same day 
Kevin Guskiewicz will step down 
from the job to begin his tenure 
as Michigan State University 
president in March.

Roberts stepped down from 
his position as a member of 
the UNC Board of Governors, a 
position he held since 2021, for 
the top job.

He previously served as state 
budget director for former 
Republican Gov. Pat McCrory. 
He is also the co-founder and 
managing partner of North 
C a r o l i n a  i n v e s t m e n t  f i r m 
SharpVue Capital.

During his  t ime as  state 
b u d g e t  d i r e c t o r ,  R o b e r t s 
worked on the Connect NC 
B o n d ,  w h i c h  a l l o c a t e d  $ 2 
b i l l i o n  f o r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
improvements and construction 
on UNC System campuses and 
community colleges.

With a bachelor’s degree in 
political science from Duke 
University and a law degree from 
Georgetown University, Roberts 

has also taught at Duke’s Sanford 
School of Public Policy since 2020. 
He has served on the State Board 
of Community Colleges, the State 
Banking Commission, the Board 
of Visitors at Duke University’s 
Sanford School of Public Policy and 
the Golden LEAF Foundation Board.

R o b e r t s  h a s  n o  p r e v i o u s 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
experience in higher education. 

“Public higher education is 
one of North Carolina’s greatest 
strengths, and I’m honored to 
play a role in serving the nation’s 
first and finest public university,” 
Roberts said in the statement 
announcing his chancellorship. 
“Chancellor Guskiewicz and his 
team have done extraordinary 
work, and I’m excited to continue 
supporting the dedicated scholars, 

staff, and students at Carolina.”
Roberts has four goals planned 

for his time as interim chancel-
lor, according to The Well: Do no 
harm, ensure a smooth transition, 
make sure students and facul-
ty and staff have what they need 
and to leave campus better than 
he found it.
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A look back on Guskiewicz’s chancellorship
By Aidan Lockhart

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com 

After five years as UNC’s chancellor, 
Kevin Guskiewicz will step down from 
his position on Friday to become 
Michigan State University’s president.

Guskiewicz served UNC for 24 years 
before his February 2019 appointment 
a s  i n t e r i m  c h a n c e l l o r .  I n 
December 2019, he officially stepped 
into the role of chancellor.

Though excitement surrounded his 
arrival, Guskiewicz was quickly met 
with challenges and controversies that 
would mark his tenure as chancellor.

COVID-19 pandemic response

Months after assuming the role, 
Guskiewicz was faced with a global 
pandemic. He released a statement 
informing students of the ability to 
return to campus in August 2020, only 
to reverse the decision weeks later.

Some faculty, like Faculty Executive 
Committee member and Linguistics 
Department Chair Misha Becker, felt 
the decision was a poor one. Becker 
said she thought a lot of people saw 
the decision as “a bad move.”

Still, Andy Hessick, associate dean 
for strategy and planning in the UNC 
School of Law,  said that looking back, 
it must have been very difficult to work 
with such limited information.

“He did a really good job dealing 
with a novel situation with a lot of 
different important things at stake,” 
Hessick said.

Nikole Hannah-Jones’ tenure

In May 2021, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalist Nikole Hannah-Jones 
was denied tenure at UNC despite 
support from the Hussman School 
of Journalism and Media dean and 
faculty. The decision sparked protests 
and dialogue about the fair treatment 
of Black students and faculty at UNC.

“The University’s leadership 
continues to be dishonest about what 

happened and patently refuses to 
acknowledge the truth, to offer any 
explanation, to own what they did and 
what they tried to do,” Hannah-Jones 
said in a press release.

Following backlash, the Board 
of Trustees later granted Hannah-
Jones tenure, which she declined. She 
later reached a settlement with the 
University for less than $75,000 after 
threatening legal action.

University governance 

Becker said Guskiewicz has faced 
many “uphill battles” as chancellor, 
specifically with the N.C. legislature, 
the BOT and the Board of Governors.

“He could do a lot of great things if 
they let him,” Becker said.

The chancellor’s role is to carry 
out the policies of the two governing 
boards: the BOG and the BOT. 
Navigating disagreements between 
these constituents is difficult, Hessick 
said, because the groups are often 
“diametrically opposed.”

Student Body President Christopher 
Everett said since students and 
community members aren’t privy 
to closed-door conversations, they’ll 
never see the struggles which take 
place behind them.

In Jan. 2023 the BOT passed a 
resolution to accelerate the creation of 
the School of Civic Life and Leadership, 

a widely controversial decision due to a 
lack of input from the faculty.

“So here was this outside body 
that was creating this thing when 
they really didn’t have the authority 
to do that,” Becker said. “And we are 
going to be sort of stuck doing all 
the work, to create the school, and 
it wasn’t our choice.”

Mental health and campus security

Multiple mental health crises 
have also impacted Guskiewicz’s 
time as chancellor.

In the fall of 2021, four students 
committed suicide on campus. 
Guskiewicz responded with a well-
being day and the Heels Care Network, 
a campaign which promotes mental 
health awareness.

“We are facing major challenges 
and the ongoing toll this takes on our 
health cannot be underestimated. This 
cannot be solved by one person, or on 
one day, alone,” he said in a statement.

A campus shooting took place 
on Aug. 28, 2023, and a later 
firearm incident on Sept. 13 raised 
concerns about campus safety and 
issues surrounding student’s mental 
health. Becker and Hessick both said 
they have seen an improvement in 
communication since the first incident.

“They fully recognized that 
communication needed to be better, 

and they’ve worked to improve it,” 
Hessick said.

Student movements

M a n y  p r o t e s t s  m a r k e d 
Guskiewicz’s tenure, from recent 
pro-Palestinian demonstrations to a 
32-hour accessibility sit-in in spring 
2023. Everett said Guskiewicz and 
the administration have always been 
very intentional about upholding 
student’s constitutional rights.

“I think that he has done very, 
very well about making sure that 
students have the ability to express 
their viewpoints and their ideologies,” 
Everett said.

In a campuswide statement sent 
out Oct. 13, Guskiewicz reiterated the 
University’s commitment to upholding 
students’ abilities to “express their 
opinions under the First Amendment.”

Moving forward

Guskiewicz will be remembered 
most, Becker said, for opening up 
tuition assistance in the summer of 
2023. Beginning this fall, UNC will 
cover tuition and mandatory fees for 
in-state undergraduates whose families 
earn less than $80,000 per year.

“I would hope that he’s remembered 
as someone who, like, really, really 
loves and loved Carolina,” Everett said.

DTH DESIGN/CARRIE-ANNE ROGERS
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Feds investigate alleged Title VI violation
Continued from Page 1 UNC researchers recognized

CAMPUS INNOVATION

Faculty acknowledged 
for “excellence” in their 

respective fields

UNC and director of the UNC Center for Civil 
Rights, said for a Title VI violation to have occurred, 
students must have been discriminated against 
and be made uncomfortable by the institution.

Previous resolution agreement

In the complaint, Weisberg pointed to 
University events he describes as offensive and 
antisemitic that took place in 2019, including 
the distribution of flyers in Davis Library and a 
rap performance at a conference titled “Conflict 
over Gaza: People, Politics and Possibilities.”

Following the events in 2019, Kevin 
Guskiewicz, the interim chancellor at the 
time, released statements condemning both the 
flyers and the performance.

The OCR opened an investigation into the 
University after these events and concluded 
that no violation of Title VI occurred. 
Following the events, the University entered 
a resolution agreement with the OCR to 
“promptly investigate” any further incidents 
of antisemitism on campus and take “all steps 
reasonably designed” to make sure that student 
are not subjected to a “hostile environment.”

“Title VI and the Resolution Agreement 
again are both plainly violated,” Weisberg said 
in the complaint. “The fact that the Resolution 
Agreement was signed more than four years ago 
indicates that antisemitism at UNC is a persistent 
problem that in fact has not been resolved.”

Recent events cited in the complaint

Weisberg quotes several comments about 
Israel made by assistant professor E. Chebrolu 
in his Communications 170: Rhetoric and Public 
Issues class in the complaint.

He specifically points to a remark made by 
Chebrolu during an Oct. 17 class, when he 
said, “Israel and the United States do not give 
a shit about international law or war crimes.”

The DTH independently verified the statement 
after obtaining a recording of the class.

“It is a controversial class in nature, because 
it can be sensitive topics being talked about,” 
an anonymous student in Chebrolu’s class said. 
“We were basically analyzing rhetoric being used, 
whether it was ‘good’ or ‘bad’ rhetoric.”

Weisberg also claims that Chebrolu called 
Israel “a clearly fascist state committing a 
genocide under the guise of it supposedly being 
the only democracy in the Middle East,” during 
an Oct. 31 lecture. The DTH was unable to 

independently verify these statements.
“If you’re taking a class that is particularly 

for public issues, it’s going to be sensitive,” the 
student said. “It’s going to be tough, but it has 
to be talked about and taking that away from 
us as students —  I feel like that is going to 
jeopardize how we receive education as well as 
other students who might take that class.”

Chebrolu declined The DTH’s request for 
comment. He said he was advised by University 
administration to not speak to the media given 
the ongoing federal investigation.

The second event Weisberg cites occurred 
during a roundtable discussion on Nov. 28 
titled “No Peace Without Justice: A Round-
Table Talk on Social Justice in Palestine.” The 
event was co-sponsored by the UNC Department 
of Geography and Environment and the UNC 
Center for Middle East and Islamic Studies.

At the event, guest speaker Rania Masri 
discussed the events of Oct. 7, the day Hamas 
attacked Israel, leading to retaliatory attacks on 
Gaza by Israel that remain ongoing.

“Oct. 7, for many of us from the region, was 
a beautiful day,” Masri said, according to a 
YouTube video posted by Voice4Israel of North 
Carolina. “A day in which we saw our brothers, 
we saw our fathers, we saw men break out of a 
concentration camp.”

The DTH was unable to reach Masri.
In response to the event, Chancellor Kevin 

Guskiewicz released a statement on Dec. 1 which 
said he was “appalled” by Masri’s comments, 
and Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences Jim 
White was reviewing University policy regarding 
panels and free speech.

In a letter from the OCR to Weisberg 
obtained by The News & Observer, attorney 
Dan Greenspahn said the OCR is a “neutral 
fact-finder” and will look at information 
from the complaint, UNC and other sources. 
The complaint could be resolved before the 
conclusion of the investigation. If an agreement 
is not reached in this way, the OCR will propose 
a formal resolution agreement.

Shaw said that in general, issues of free speech 
and hate speech can be difficult to distinguish.

“Where you draw a line between showing that 
protection and allowing people to exercise their 
right to freedom of speech — that’s a hard task 
and I’m going to look with much interest to see 
what the U.S. Department of Education Office of 
Civil Rights does, trying to figure out how to draw 
that line,” Shaw said.

X: @JulianHill20795 X: @dailytarheel

Several UNC faculty members were 
named on Clarivate’s 2023 Highly Cited 
Researchers list for demonstrating “significant 
and broad influence” to their respective fields.

The analytics company created a list 
recognizing the contributions of 6,849 
researchers from 67 different countries. Forty-
one UNC faculty members made the list – six 
more than in 2022.

Vice Chancellor for research Penny 
Gordon-Larsen said metrics like Clarivate’s 
list are helpful for calling attention to 
the excellence of the University and its 
researchers. While non-researchers might 
only see published products, Gordon-Larsen 
said University infrastructure is essential 
in supporting research behind the scenes. 
Outside of its infrastructure, Gordon-Larsen 
said she recognizes UNC’s campus to be 
highly collaborative.

“Research fuels our future growth and 
allows the university to continue on its 
trajectory of excellence,” Gordon-Larsen 
said. “It attracts top talent both on the faculty 
investigator side, but also on the student side. 
Students want to come here because of the 
research that they see on campus.”

T h i s  y e a r ’ s  h i g h l y  c i t e d 
researchers authored papers ranking in 
the top one percent for their field and 
publication year. One of the major criteria 
for the preliminary list was citation activity, 
or the number of times each piece was cited 
in other scholarly research. Final recipients 
were chosen for the list following additional 
analysis and expert judgment.

Last semester, first-year student Blake 
Seigler joined highly cited researcher 
recipient Jinsong Huang’s lab. Huang’s 
lab, located in the applied physical sciences 
and chemistry departments, researches 
technologies related to perovskite solar cells, 
photodetectors and X-ray imagers.

While he did not have prior research 
experience before joining Huang’s lab, Seigler 
said it was a “phenomenal opportunity” to see 

the forefront of technological research working 
with other researchers.

“As a freshman working in this lab, I’m not 
only getting to experience the field, I’m also 
experiencing the people that could open a few 
more bridges and make research a lot easier,” 
Seigler said.

Jeff Dangl, a John N. Couch Professor of 
Biology, was another 2023 recipient.  For over 
30 years, his lab has studied the plant immune 
system, specifically its receptors and how it 
recognizes pathogens. Dangl said his lab aims 
to understand enough about the plant immune 
system to enhance it, similar to how human 
immunology helps people fight infections.

“We certainly hope our work has impact in 
the generation of ways to control plant disease 
through genetic engineering or through the 
deployment of naturally-occurring microbes that 
can inhibit disease-causing microbes,” he said.

Dangl, named a highly cited researcher for 
multiple years, said the success of his lab is 
mainly due to the creativity and tenacity of his 
Ph.D. and postdoctoral students. At UNC, Dangl 
said his goal is to ultimately recruit motivated 
and creative people who are willing to collaborate 
with his group to define a “new edge of science.”

“You discover that it’s a complete playground,” 
he said. “You know you’re surrounded by people 
who are dedicated, passionate and hard-working 
and are driven by a sense that science has a place 
in society to help us do better as humans.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAN SEARS
Plant biologist Jeff Dangl (left) works on plant 
genomics research in the Genome Sciences 
Building at UNC. 

By Akash Bhowmik
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com 
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Students encouraged 
to meet new people, 

participate in activities

By Isabella Hopkins
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com 

DTH DESIGN/KIKI KOZAK

It’s a new year and UNC’s student 
organizations are preparing to 
kickoff the semester with a variety 
of events. Whether you’re looking 
for community or fun ways to get 
involved, here are some events to 
look forward to in January:

Carolina Union Activities Board

Cecelia Nobles, UNC junior 
a n d  C UA B  A r t s  C o m m i t t e e 
Chair, said she plans to host three 
arts events in January.

She said she enjoyed witnessing 
students who might not otherwise 
have met come together. Throughout 
the first month of class, Nobles said 
she plans to hold a flower bouquet 
bar, a DIY tea bag making event and 
a pasta and painting dinner where 
students will receive a meal and 
paint canvases.

“It just helps students have a 
balance,” Vivian Bunker, CUAB 
Special Events Chair said. “College 
isn’t solely about academics. It’s about 
making connections with people, the 
people around you. They’re the ones 
that are going to last a lifetime.”

Bunker said CUAB is partnering 
with other student engagement 
organizations to host a Martin Luther 
King Jr. Week of Celebration on Jan. 

14-15 and Jan. 18-19. This year’s 
theme is “The Time is Now” and each 
day will include a different activity, 
whether it be a community celebration 
or a day of service or a lecture.

“We just want to make it a good 
weekend for everyone, while also 
being an educational weekend and 
celebrating what Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day should be,” Bunker said.

New initiatives

T w o  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e 
approaching book clubs from 

different perspectives this semester. 
For business enthusiasts, two pre-
business students have established 
Business Page Turners — a business 
literature book club.

The co-presidents of the club, 
Riya Shah and Hollis Brady, said 
they wanted to create an opportunity 
for students in business to network, 
while introducing students in other 
areas of study to business literature.

“If you are questioning whether 
business is the right field for you, I 
think exposure through literature is 
the best way to do it,” Shah said.

W h i l e  t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h i s 
organization is reading business 
literature, Brady said prospective 
members should not be wary of 
joining if they aren’t in the field. 
“You don’t need to be a business 
major to understand the importance 
of business, because business is 
everywhere,” he said.

At the Campus Y, students can 
get involved in a social justice 
book club for an opportunity to 
explore different ideas and topics. 
Last  semester,  students read 
about the immigrant experience 

and Afro-Futurism as a part of 
the club.

Co-President Karina Vasudeva 
said the book club was a general 
way for students to get involved and 
learn about different cultural topics.

“I encourage any and all people 
who are curious about the Campus Y 
to even stop by Meantime and get a 
coffee and learn a bit more,” she said.

Spring Involvement Fair

Students can explore more 
opportunities and organizations for 
the upcoming semester at the Spring 
Involvement Fair. Co-hosted by the 
Residence Hall Association and 
Student Life & Leadership, the three-
day event will take place on Jan. 30 
through Feb. 1 in the Carolina Union.

Residence Hall Association 
President Tahliyah Smalls said the 
purpose of this event is to introduce 
students to organizations they may 
not have encountered during Fall 
Fest. She said during the fall semester, 
it can be overwhelming for students 
to try and find an organization in the 
midst of adjusting to UNC.

She said forms are still open 
for organizations to enter into 
the fair and that groups from 
all backgrounds are welcome to 
perform or get involved.

“I think what’s so cool and 
great about it is that it really does 
take everyone linking hands as 
organizations, as cultures, as people to 
really put this on and have it be as fun 
as it can be for the students,” she said.

X: @IsabellaHopkinz
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Events help students 
celebrate their final 

semester at UNC

By Lauren Lovitt
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com 

As seniors head back to campus for 
their last semester, many are looking 
forward to participating in annual 
senior traditions to commemorate 
their time at UNC, like climbing the 
Bell Tower, playing “bar golf” and 
attending a “Last Lecture.”

UNC senior Ritu Dutta said she 
hopes these events will help her 
celebrate the connections she has 
made here.

“ I t  r e e m p h a s i z e s  t h e 
importance of the community that 
we’ve built over these four years,” 
she said. “We’re graduating with a 
degree, but at the end of the day, 
we’re also graduating with people 
who we’ve made memories with.” 

Bell Tower climb

S i n c e  2 0 0 3 ,  s e n i o r s  h a v e 
climbed 128 steps to the top of the 
Bell Tower during Senior Week.  

Michael Belanger, who graduated 
from UNC in 2020, was unable to 
climb the bell tower because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“If you have the opportunity to 
have at least one or two people that 
want to do it with you, my advice 
would be to do it,” Belanger said. 

Bar golf 

During Senior Week, seniors sport 
golfing attire for a final visit to Chapel 
Hill’s most popular bars. Each bar 
has drinks and rules that represent a 
certain number of points and students 
aim to keep their scores low. 

While many other Senior Week 
events are run by the General 
Alumni Association, this tradition 
is run entirely by seniors. Lauryn 
Lovett, the senior class president, 
said this can be beneficial to 
students by enabling them to 
create their own activities.

“I think it’s something different 
when you have people who are 
also in your year planning these 
things, because they know more 
about what you want,” Lovett said. 

Last Lecture 

Last Lectures were popularized in 
2007 when professor Randy Pausch 
gave a Last Lecture speech to students 
at Carnegie Mellon University. The 
General Alumni Association decided 
to carry on the tradition by allowing 
seniors to select a faculty member 
who will give an informal speech to 
the class before commencement at 
varying locations.

The selected speaker shares life 
lessons and reflections as though it 
is their last lecture ever. Students are 
encouraged to bring their blankets, 
lawn chairs and questions.

“Everybody enjoys Last Lecture,” 
Lovett said. “Finding out who people 
want to hear speak to us for the last 
time before we leave is cute.” 

Keeping traditions alive 

In addition to participating in 
campus-wide traditions, seniors 
often create their own events in 
celebration of their final days at 
the University. Belanger said his 
advice to seniors heading into their 
last semester is to take advantage 
of walking around campus, eating 
on Franklin Street and visiting the 
football stadium. 

X: @dailytarheel
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Campus resource to 
resume operations 

after hiatus  

By Liza Smith
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com 

The Carolina Women’s Center is 
back in action and operating with 
a fresh set of leaders.

On Jan.  2,  Shauna Harris 
and Shelley Kennedy officially 
stepped into the roles of director 
and assistant director of the 
center, respectively. 

T h e  c e n t e r  w a s  f o u n d e d 
i n  1 9 9 7  a s  a  r e s o u r c e  f o r 
women on UNC’s campus. The 
center offers lactation spaces, 
domestic and sexual violence 
support, information for women 
navigating a work-life balance and 
mentorship opportunities.

 In recent years,  Kennedy 
said the center has not been 
functional due to staffing changes 
that resulted in vacancies in 
leadership roles. Now that these 
roles have been filled, the center 
works to get back on its feet. 

“It’s going to be broad work,” 
Kennedy said. “There’s a lot to be 
done — but we’re excited to dive in.” 

Harris said she likes to call 
herself  a “generalist,”  which 
means that she has many areas 
of expertise. She emphasized 
that her passion for strategic 
planning,  vision setting and 
organizational development.

“As someone coming into this 
leadership role, I’m really focused 
on, ‘Who do we need to serve on 
our campus?’ and ‘How can we 
shape our Women’s Center to 
ensure that we’re meeting those 
needs?’” Harris said. 

Kennedy’s new role as assistant 
director brings her professional 
career full circle. During her time 
at UNC as an undergraduate, 
Kennedy worked with the center as 
an intern before transitioning to a 
full-time position after graduating.

Following her time with the 
center, Kennedy went on to work 
with the Orange County Rape 
Crisis Center and Girls on the Run 
Triangle before returning to UNC as 
a violence prevention coordinator 
in Student Affairs in 2021. 

N o w,  K e n n e d y  l o o k s  t o 
combine her knowledge of the 
center’s past success with the 
ever-evolving needs of UNC’s 
campus and broader community.

“We’re assessing this robust 
history that the Women’s Center 
has and looking at what we want 
to carry forward from that history,” 
she said. “But, this is also a turning 
point of sorts and an opportunity 
for us to pivot where necessary and 
build upon those past successes 
to make sure that we are meeting 
Carolina’s current needs.”  

Vice Provost of Equity and 
Inclusion and Chief Diversity 
Officer Leah Cox said she hopes 
the center will aid women in 
maneuvering through spaces where 
they’re often overlooked.

“I really think if we’re going to 
be equitable and inclusive that we 
also have to have those support 
systems for women — not just 
for students — but for faculty, 
staff, administrators and the 
community,” she said. 

When considering who to 
appoint to these roles at the center, 
Cox said leadership experience 
and a broad understanding of 
issues related to gender equity 
were at the forefront. She said 
Harris and Kennedy exemplified 
t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t 

t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r s , 
demonstrating a commitment to 
inclusivity and gender equity. 

Looking ahead, Harris and 
Kennedy said the UNC community 
can anticipate connecting with the 
center soon — whether through 
formal or informal engagements. 

Kennedy said many of the 
center’s most successful initiatives 
came from conversations with 
those hoping to bring change on 
campus. She said she and Harris 
are excited to hear from members 
of the campus community with 
“new ideas and new energy” 
around gender equity. 

Harris said she wants to ensure 
that the voices and needs of the 
community are being captured 
in the work done at the center. 
She hopes to amplify women on 
campus and promote self-agency.  

“Stay tuned, because we want 
to make sure that everybody feels 
like they can be a part of what we’re 
doing,” Harris said.

X: @dailytarheel

PHOTO COURTESY OF SHAUNA HARRIS
Shauna Harris, the new director of 
the Carolina Women’s Center, poses 
for a portrait on May 21, 2022.

Campus organizations kick off the new year

Seniors to participate in 
graduation traditions

Carolina Women’s Center finds new 
leaders, welcomes students

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ADOBE STOCK
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Report shows increase in dating, domestic violence in residence halls

Three years ago, a merger between 
departments within the College of 
Arts and Sciences gave way to the 
Department of Earth, Marine and 
Environmental Sciences.

The department, composed of the 
former Department of Geological 
Sciences and Department of Marine 
Sciences, now also incorporates the 
UNC Institute for Marine Sciences 
in Morehead City. 

Two new concentrations within 
the undergraduate degree have 
been created since the merger 
— undergraduates who major in 
earth and marine sciences can now 
pursue a specialization in marine 
biology and ecology or hydrology, 
in addition to geoscience.

“One of the real opportunities that 
this merger provides for students 
in particular is that this group of 
people, this group of faculty and 
the programs there, are people 
trying to address some of the great 
challenges facing us,” department 
chair Eric Kirby said.

Geology classes have remained 
concentrated in Mitchell Hall, while 
marine sciences classes take place 
in Murray and Venable Halls. Those 
involved in marine research travel 
to the IMS in Morehead City. 

T h e  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t e ’s 
involvement in the merger “made a 
lot of sense,” Kirby said, given IMS’s 
involvement in hands-on graduate 
training. The IMS hosts both graduate 
and undergraduate students alongside 
faculty and 60-75 staff who conduct 
research. It aims to study “the ecology, 
conservation and restoration of 
coastal marine resources,” according 
to the IMS website.

Since its formation, the department 
has made efforts to connect faculty, 
staff and students by investing in 
improved telecommunications with 

IMS and hosting a speaker series, 
Kirby said. Still, the integration 
process  between the  once-
independent programs did not come 
without challenges, according to 
some students, including the lack of 
a central location for the department.

Third-year graduate student 
Bhavyaa Tyagi described the merger 
as  “stressful” due to confusion 
about students’ points of contact 
within the department. Fourth-year 
doctoral student Alexis Lopez said 
she felt it was already difficult to feel 
connected to the department due to 
COVID-19, but the expansion of the 
program, which now includes about 
70 students, felt “jarring.” 

The Committee for Graduate 
Advocacy, which serves as a bridge 
between faculty and the graduate 
student body, was created with the 
department’s support in response to 
some of the difficulties that arose from 
the merger. The group, composed of 
seven graduate students, attends 
department meetings and plans 
events to connect students. Lopez, 
who is a member of the committee, 
said graduate students have created a 
“good amount of camaraderie” among 
themselves since the creation of CGA. 

“I think it really jump-started 
broader inclusivity for all of the grad 
students,” Lopez said. 

The graduate program offers 

an earth and marine science 
degree with concentrations in 
geology, marine sciences and 
biological sciences/ecology. 

“Merging that together, you get the 
best of both worlds, and there’s a lot of 
different directions on classes you can 
take that might not have previously 
been available to other students,” 
fourth-year EMES graduate student 
Garrett Braniecki said. 

The PerkinElmer Student 
Research Symposium, a yearly 
event once led by the Geological 
Sciences department, now provides 
annual opportunities for student 
researchers in EMES to share their 
work. During the symposium, 
undergraduate students can present 
honors theses, while graduate 
students provide information on 
research projects. 

“There have been a bit of growing 
pains, but overall, I think it’s going 
to be really, really cool in the end,” 
Lopez said. “I think it’s going to be 
really useful for students because just 
looking at our symposium, our weekly 
colloquium events and the different 
research that people are interested in 
and doing, it’s so cool to see.”

X: @dailytarheel

Reports of dating and domestic 
violence in residence halls reached 
a five-year high of 20 incidents in 
2022, according to UNC’s annual 
security and fire safety report.

The report, released in accordance 
with the Clery Act, was published 
in September 2023. It includes the 
latest available information concerning 
crime statistics and security efforts at 
the University. Since the 2013 Violence 
Against Women Act amendments to 
the Clery Act, the reports have included 
incidents of dating violence, domestic 
violence and stalking on campus.

Over the past 10 years, the 
number of such incidents has been 
sporadic.  However, 2022 saw the 
largest ever one-year increase in 
reports of dating and domestic 
violence in residence halls — jumping 
from two reports in 2021 to 20 reports 
in 2022. There were four incidents of 
dating and domestic violence in other 
on-campus areas. In past years, the 
number of reports in residence halls 

had been comparable to the number 
in other campus locations.

Holly Lovern, a UNC gender 
violence services coordinator, 
said the shift from 2021 to 2022 was 
likely due to many reasons — like 
students moving back on campus 
after the COVID-19 pandemic — 
though the causes of data shifts like 
it cannot be fully determined.

“It’s really hard to get a true data 
capture of what experiences are 
happening on campus, what are 
folks navigating,” Lovern said. “And 
that’s not just at UNC — that’s at 
national levels too, because of how 
reporting systems are structured.”

Skye David, a staff attorney for 
the North Carolina Coalition Against 
Sexual Assault, said oftentimes when 
there is an increase in awareness and 
support services for survivors, the 
reporting rates increase as well.

“A great example of that is with 
the #MeToo movement. When that 
became more mainstream across 
the United States, there was quite 
a spike in reporting,” David said. 
“That does not mean that there were 
more cases, it just meant people 
were more aware, or maybe more 
comfortable, to go ahead and report 
or identify themselves as victims.”

Lovern said GVSCs like herself 
aim to provide this type of support to X: @dailytarheel

BRIEFS

Program seeking 501(c)(3) grant applicants

– Ginny Dempster

survivors on campus by helping them 
process emotions and understanding 
what their reporting options may be.

“Our role is to try and figure 
out how do we help them connect 
to those spaces and help them 
navigate that,” she said.

During the pandemic, Lovern 
said the GVSCs shifted their services 
online. Some appointments continue 
to be held virtually, which Lovern 

said has made it easier for survivors 
to access the resources they need.

UNC Media Relations said 
i n  a n  e m a i l  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t 
GVSCs operate through Violence 
P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  A d v o c a c y 
S e r v i c e s , w h i c h  c o m b i n e s 
prevention and advocacy work at 
UNC. The University also offers 
individual and group therapy for 
survivors of domestic and sexual 

violence through Counseling and 
Psychological Services.

The coalition is working for 
colleges across the state to have a 
more cohesive response to domestic 
violence and sexual assault, David 
said. Still, Lovern and David said 
they believe there is more work to 
be done in supporting survivors.

Lovern said GVSCs are currently 
trying to increase the scope of the 
experiences it is educating about to 
make it easier for people to identify 
all the different ways dangerous 
or abusive situations could look. 
David said she believes all support 
services  should be avai lable 
throughout survivors’ lifespans.

“You may not feel ready to 
participate in group therapy a 
month after an assault,” she said. 
“But you may be ready six, eight 
months down the line.”

S h e  a l s o  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e 
importance of giving survivors 
necessary days off from work for court 
appearances and mental health days.

“Those sorts of supports really 
lift  a person up when they’re 
down,” David said. “Those are the 
things that I think that we could 
do really easily as a society to help 
our most vulnerable.”

Rise in incidents 
likely due to students 

returning after COVID
By Olivia Metelo

Senior Writer
university@dailytarheel.com 
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Students and faculty reflect on 
creation of EMES department

Geological and marine 
sciences programs 

merged three years ago

By Amena Matcheswala
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com 

DTH FILE/CALLI WESTRA
EMES department chair Eric Kirby poses for a portrait at the Old Well on 
Nov. 11, 2021.

The Town of Chapel Hill is now taking applications for the 2024-25 
Community Development Block Grant program.

The national program intends to develop communities by providing housing 
and economic opportunities for community members earning low and moderate 
incomes. Congress established the grant system in 1974 to give funds each year 
to state and local governments, which distribute the funds to local organizations.

Megan Culp, the community development programs manager for the 
Town said any 501(c)(3) organization that serves low- to moderate-income 
households earning under 80 percent of the median income is eligible to 
apply for the grant.

She said the Town ensures CDBG funding goes to supporting households 
that earn 80 percent of the area’s median income and below, which is 
around $80,000 for a family of four.

Applications are available online at the Town’s website and must be 
printed, scanned and submitted electronically by noon on Jan. 12.

Wrestling team posts 6-3 record in
 head coach’s first season

– Megan Smith

In Rob Koll’s debut season as head coach, the North Carolina wrestling 
team has posted a record of 6-3.

UNC was ranked as high as No. 21 before falling to Appalachian State, 
consequently knocking the Tar Heels out of the top 25 of NCAA D1 rankings.

The Tar Heels have garnered wins over Queens, Buffalo, Central 
Michigan, Morgan State, Greensboro College, and most notably then-
ranked No. 13 Arizona State.

North Carolina’s three losses were against Illinois, App State, and Oregon 
State by a margin of 11 points or less.

UNC has five individually ranked grapplers on InterMat Wrestle, including 
returning All-Americans No. 5 Lachlan McNeil and No. 23 Gavin Kane.

The Tar Heels will face Penn at home, on Jan. 12. Following Penn, the 
Tar Heels are slated to wrestle Virginia Tech, Navy, NC State, and Pitt — 
four consecutive ranked opponents.

University to celebrate MLK Jr. Day

– Michael Singleton

Next week, the University Office for Diversity and Inclusion, in 
association with the Carolina Union Activities Board and the Office of 
Student Life and Leadership, is hosting a variety of activities and events to 
celebrate Martin Luther King Jr. Day. This year, the overarching theme for 
the celebrations is “The Time is Now,” urging members of the community 
to take immediate action stand against injustices they encounter.

The week will kick off with the Jan. 14 Community Celebration at 6 p.m. at 
the UNC Friday Center, including a speech from former District Judge Beverly 
Scarlett. On Jan. 15, there will be the Day of Service, which will include the 
“Hoops for Hunger” basketball tournament. The Jan. 18th Lecture and Awards 
Ceremony will feature a keynote address from New York Times bestselling 
author Michelle Alexander alongside presentations from student organizations.

Rounding out the week is the Jan. 19 Unity Event and Showcase of the 
Arts, showcasing cultures, student organizations and other activities on 
UNC’s campus.
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ELECTIONS

Town of Chapel Hill employee IDs now valid for voting

By Makenzie Mills
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com 

Photo identification 
available to registered 

voters in need

DTH DESIGN/LAURA COUCH

On Dec. 22, the N.C. State 
Board of  Elections approved 
2 1  a d d i t i o n a l  s t u d e n t  a n d 
government identification cards 
to be used for voting purposes in 
North Carolina for the primary 
and general elections in 2024.

Out of the approved institutions, 
employees in the towns of Chapel 
Hill and Hillsborough can now use 
their employee IDs as a valid form 
of voter ID.

The new North Carolina photo 
ID requirement for voters began 
with municipal primary and general 
elections in 2023. A voter ID state 
constitutional amendment had been 
previously struck down by courts for 

targeting Black voters, but the new 
Republican majority in the state 
supreme court allowed voter ID laws 
to go into effect last April.

State law requires voters to 
have a photo ID to cast a ballot, 
but voters without a valid ID will 
not be turned away at the polls X: @dthcitystate

on Election Day. Voters without a 
valid ID are required to fill out an 
ID Exception Form, but their vote 
is counted as a provisional ballot.

From Nov. 13 through Dec. 15, 
the NCSBE accepted applications 
f r o m  e l i g i b l e  e d u c a t i o n a l 
inst itutions and government 
employers for voter ID approval.

To ensure the IDs comply with 
criteria in state law, five NCSBE staff 
members examined the submissions. 

“ W e  a r e  g l a d  t h a t  o u r 
application to be able to use our 
IDs was approved and we are 
glad that employees have this 
opportunity to use their ID,” 
Alex Carrasquillo, the community 
safety public information officer 
for the Town of Chapel Hill, said.

Chapel  Hil l  Town Counci l 
member Theodore Nollert said he 
thinks the more forms of voter ID 
that are acceptable, the better.

Not all of Chapel Hill’s employee 
ID cards contain the required 
expiration date, according to the 

Town’s application for approval. 
But, those without the expiration 
date would be replaced upon 
request by the employee.

Along with the towns’ IDs or 
an Orange County government 
employee ID, North Carolina 
driver’s licenses and UNC student 
IDs are valid as voter IDs in 
Orange County.

For registered voters who do 
not have an acceptable form of 
identification, the Orange County 
Board of Elections office provides 
free photo IDs.

“We encourage everyone to 
exercise the right to vote and to be 
sure that they have an acceptable 
form of ID,” Patrick Gannon, the 
public information director for the 
NCSBE, said.

Orange County Schools names new superintendent
EDUCATION

By Caroline Horne
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com 

Danielle Jones will 
begin her new 

position on Feb. 1

DTH/CAROLINE HORNE
Danielle Jones attends her swearing-in ceremony in Hillsborough on Monday.

O r a n g e  C o u n t y  S c h o o l s 
appointed Danielle Jones as the 
district’s new superintendent. She 
is a former Durham Public Schools 
assistant superintendent of middle 
schools and U.S. Air Force veteran.

Jones said at her swearing in 
ceremony on Monday night that 
she is excited to be in Orange County 
and is eager to get started with her 
work. Her tenure will begin on Feb. 1.

“My mission is working for 
children, and we’re going to make 
sure that they have everything they 
need to be successful,” she said.

Anne Purcell is the OCS board chair 
and said of the six final candidates, 
Jones stood out because of her 
experience in education as a teacher, 
assistant principal, principal and 
assistant superintendent. The board 
considered applications from 26 
candidates from across the country.

“[Jones] said, ‘I am here for 
student success and for students 
in every way that I can be,’ and 
that’s what we wanted, and that’s 
what we needed,” Purcell said.

Purcell also said the board hopes 
to see Jones work to encourage 
promotion of assistant principals to 
principals throughout the district.

Jones holds three degrees from 
N.C. State University, including a 
bachelor’s in business management, 
a master’s of school administration 
and a doctorate in education 
administration and supervision. In 
addition to her work as an assistant 
superintendent at DPS, Jones has 
served as a principal, assistant 
principal and teacher in Franklin 
County and as a teacher in the Wake 
Public School System.

S t a c e y  S t e w a r t ,  t h e  c h i e f 
of schools for DPS and Jones’ 
supervisor, said DPS will miss 
Jones because she is dedicated 
to students’  success and is a 
“strategic thinker.”

“As a result of her being very 
intentional with her work working 
with her principals, we have seen 
some great gains at the middle 
school level in terms of student 

growth, and increasing levels of 
proficiency,” she said.

Jones’ duties included working 
w i t h  p r i n c i p a l  s u p e r v i s o r s , 
academic services and curriculum 
and instruction teams, according 
to Stewart. During Jones’ time at 
DPS, the district was among the 
top 20 percent in the state for 
academic achievement.

Jones wil l  replace interim 
O C S  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  J a m e s 
Merrill. He began in the role when 
former superintendent Monique 
Felder left her position before her 
contract expired.

F e l d e r ’ s  d e c i s i o n  w a s 
announced on July 28 in an OCS 
board meeting, in which the board 
voted on a mutual separation 
agreement that awarded Felder a 
$195,000 severance payment.

Her departure followed a series of 
controversies in Orange County over 
her four-year term as superintendent, 
including aggressive protests regarding 
mask and COVID-19 mandates and 
disagreements over inclusion of 
LGBTQ+ books in school curriculums.

Anthony Jackson, Chatham 
County Schools superintendent 
and the North Carolina School 

Superintendents’  Association 
chair ,  sa id  in  an emai l  that 
community  and  s takeholder 
relationships are an important 
aspect of being a superintendent, 
and that they also must advocate 
for policy changes that provide 
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r 
students. Jones was awarded the X: @dthcitystate

2022 Dr. Sam J. Houston, Jr. 
Leadership Award by the NCSSA.

“I am confident that with Dr. 
Jones’s myriad of experiences, her 
work ethic and her commitment to the 
students, Orange County Schools is in 
great hands,” Jackson said.

By Sarah Clements
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com 

Project will close 
a section of North 
Columbia Street

The Town of Chapel Hill begins 
construction on the intersection 
of North Street and Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard on Jan. 8. 

The project will include “squaring 
up” the intersection at the corners, 
as well as adding a traffic signal 
and marked crosswalks, Alex 
Carrasquillo, the community safety 
public information officer for the 
Town, said.

The intersection is near Fire 
Station One and the Town Hall. 
Carrasquillo said that, as an entry 

point into town, the construction 
is a good opportunity to enhance 
the appearance of downtown when 
visitors and community members 
pass through.

He said another big reason for 
the project is the construction for 
the new parking deck on the north 
side of East Rosemary street.

“The new parking deck will 
have an exit that sends drivers 
toward that intersection,” he said. 
“So this is an opportunity to look 
at how projects can complement 
each other as downtown evolves.”

Carrasquillo said lane closures are 
expected at times when crews are 
working, but North Street and MLK 
Jr. Boulevard will remain open to 
drivers during construction. A short 
section of North Columbia Street  
near the intersection will be closed 
to drivers during construction, 

although pedestrians will be able to 
access the street, he said.

He said drivers will need to use 
Stephens Street to navigate the North 
Columbia Street closure, which is the 
only closure plan for the project.

Sugandh Gupta, a doctoral student 
at UNC, said construction across town 
has created an annoyance in getting 
around, particularly in reaching work.

“I’ve been stuck there waiting, 
which has been really, really 
annoying,” she said. “Especially 
during critical office hours.” 

Gupta said recent construction 
in Chapel Hill is sad to see because 
of a loss of green cover and the 
poorly coordinated traffic. 

The various construction projects 
happening across town — from 
Rosemary Street to Estes Drive — 
are separate, and all work on their 
own timelines, Carrasquillo said.

“We all know that it can be slow 
— it can cause slowdowns,” he 
said. “But all of the different lane 
closures and any kind of traffic 
pattern changes are all done with 
safety in mind.”

John Rees, a member of the 
Town’s Vision Zero task force, said 
despite potential inconveniences 
caused to people in cars, it is much 
more important to continuously 
work to make the town’s streets safer.

The Chapel Hill Town Council 
adopted the Vision Zero Resolution 
in October 2021 with the aim of 
eliminating traffic deaths completely 
by 2031. The construction on MLK 
and North Street is a part of the 
town’s larger Vision Zero Strategy, 
Carrasquillo said.

“You really have to weigh the 
merits of, do we want people to 
continue to get really badly hurt or X: @dthcitystate

die on the streets?” Rees said. “Or 
is it worth inconveniencing people 
for a couple of seconds while the 
construction is going on?”

Rees said car accidents on 
MLK Jr. Boulevard have caused 
many people who are walking or 
biking to get hurt, and it would 
be irresponsible for the Town 
to just ignore that. He also said 
MLK Jr. Boulevard has been made 
into a focus area, and the new 
construction will be engineered 
in a way that makes it safer for 
pedestrians to cross.

“The Town really appreciates 
the community and the University 
students, teachers — everybody’s 
patience that has to come with 
making these kinds of safety 
improvements,” Carrasquillo said.

ROAD SAFETY

MLK Jr. Blvd., North Street intersection construction begins

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ADOBE STOCK
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PROPERTY PROTECTIONS

By Lucy Marques
Assistant City & State Editor

city@dailytarheel.com 

Facility would have 
bordered residences, 

neighborhoods

In August, property owners near 
Orange Grove Road received a notice 
that the Orange County Solid Waste 
Management Department had 
proposed the development of a 
waste and recycling center within 
1,000 feet of their properties.

The proposed facility at the 
intersection of N.C. 54 and Orange 
Grove Road would be the first waste 
and recycling center in the county that 
was not surrounded by commercial 
buildings. Instead, the proposed site 
bordered residential neighborhoods 
and private residences. The facility 
was set to be located on a parcel of land 
owned by Orange Water and Sewer 
Authority, part of which is currently 
used for the application of biosolids.

Over the last several months, the 
community’s concerns about the 
project grew. Residents near the 
proposed site met with Orange County 
commissioners, created information 
packets, attended meetings and 
created a petition to stop the project 
on Orange Grove Road.

Then, on Dec. 15, the County’s Solid 
Waste Department announced that it 
was no longer interested in pursuing 
the property to develop the facility.

Site selection and resident notification

The department originally proposed 
the new site because two current 
facilities nearby could not be expanded 
due to their location in a protected 
watershed, Orange County Solid Waste 

Director Robert Williams said.
The department sent Neighborhood 

Information Meeting notices to 39 
properties within 1,000 feet of the 
proposed site on Aug. 10. The County 
held two neighborhood meetings on 
the issue in late August.

Many residents who are currently 
renting properties on Alton Riley 
Road, a community of mobile homes 
within 1,000 feet of the proposed 
center, did not receive NIM notices.

The County requires NIM notices 
to be sent to property owners for 
special use permits, conditional 
districts and governmental uses to 
property owners — but not renters.

In a Board of County Commissioners 
business meeting in September, 
Nish Trivedi, the Orange County 
Transportation Services Director, 
said the western half of the N.C. 54 
multimodal corridor — the location of 
the proposed site — met environmental 
justice thresholds in three categories: 
Hispanic or Latino populations, 
older adults and people with limited 
English proficiency. The Durham-
Chapel Hill-Carrboro Metropolitan 
Planning Organization uses thresholds 
to determine environmental justice 
“communities of concern.”

County commissioner Sally Greene 
said it was unclear to her that dozens of 
people live there because the notice was 
only mailed to property owners. There 
is only one property owner for the 
mobile home community.

In a proposed site layout presented 
by the Solid Waste Department to the 
OWASA board in June, parts of nearby 
neighborhoods with renters were not 
visible due to labels and annotations.
Williams said the layout was intended 
to show the location of the facility on 
the OWASA site, not necessarily the 
residential properties near the site.

Mary Lawrence, a resident who lives X: @Lucymarques_

near the proposed site, said her house 
was covered by a 30-foot buffer label 
on the overlay presented to OWASA.

“An OWASA board member called 
attention to that, ‘I think there’s 
a house under here,’” Lawrence 
said. “Was that intentional, or was 
that merely coincidental, we’ll never 
know. It seemed like misinformation.”

Lawrence said she received the NIM 
meeting notice about two weeks before 
the meeting dates, and there were 
nearly 100 people at both meetings.

“Many of the people I’d never seen 
before,” she said. “We weren’t the 
only ones alarmed and responding.”

Further community concerns

OWASA produces biosolids, also 
referred to as sewage sludge, as part 
of its wastewater treatment process. 
One of the sites used for OWASA’s 
land application of biosolids is 
located next to the proposed waste 
and recycling center.

Joshua Setzer, a property owner 
near the proposed site, said the 
neighborhoods around Orange Grove 
Road are already burdened by the 
odors, spray and traffic that come with 
the biosolids field near their homes.

“It just seems odd to, for a 
community that’s already got these 
kinds of concerns and questions 
about biosolids, to also then bring 
in another facility, disturbed soil, 
all that kind of stuff,” he said.

According to a press release from 
Williams, the Solid Waste Department 
complies with Environmental 
Protection Agency practices to reduce 
odors from the land application of 
biosolids and it applies biosolids at 
rates “well below” the regulations.

Scott Jens, who lives near the 
proposed center, said he was 
concerned because the facility entrance 

would have been on a blind corner of 
a 55 mph road.  He added the entrance 
was also close to a school bus stop.

Lawrence said she did not feel 
informed about what the Solid Waste 
Department was doing and continuing 
to see activity felt discouraging.

“None of us really understand 
why they pulled the plug on it,” 
Jens said. “It was very abrupt.”

The department has not received 
any testing results yet, but the 
County held preliminary discussions 
with an engineering firm about 
traffic in the area and soil samples 
were collected, Williams said.

Lingering questions

Williams said feedback from the 
community and from the BOCC 
played a role in the decision to pursue 
alternative locations. The department 
pulled the location from consideration 
before the board voted on it, he added.

Under the County’s ordinance, 
waste and recycling center can be 
placed anywhere, even in areas that 
are zoned residential, Bedford said. 
The BOCC, she said, likely needs to 
update the code with specific criteria 
regarding where waste and recycling 
facilities can be developed.

“There’s no formal protection for 
citizens,” Setzer said. “There’s just sort 
of this informal hope that people will 
say, ‘Well, it wouldn’t be nice to put that 
next to somebody’s neighborhood, we 
should put it somewhere else.’”

Jens said both the OWASA Board 
of Directors and the BOCC were very 
genuine and receptive to community 
concerns about the project.

“We’re thrilled, right?” Jens 
said. “But our concern is that 
they’re going to push this on 
another community instead of just 
updating what they have.”

DTH FILE/CYNTHIA LIU
Eubanks Road Waste and Recycling Center is one of the waste centers located in 
Orange County. The center proposed for Orange Grove Road would be the first waste 
and recycling center in the county that was not surrounded by commercial buildings.

Orange County pulls waste center project after community concerns
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Linda’s building owners 
search for new operator

Continued from Page 1

went to continuing business 
o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  a i d i n g  t h e 
restaurant’s operations.

“I’ve been fighting, trying to stay 
open since COVID started,” he said.

Carini said he got to a point 
where he realized he could not 
cover last week’s bills, inventory and 
employee wages. In order to pay his 
staff and continue normal business 
operations he said there was no 
way for him to move forward as the 
restaurant’s owner.

He said that UNC students 
leaving Chapel Hill for winter 
break halted the uptick in business 
the restaurant experienced this fall.

“Three weeks of nothing is three 
weeks of nothing,” he said.

Scott said she has been contacted 
by multiple interested community 
members and UNC alumni who 
want to buy the restaurant and 
take over the lease. Both Carini 
and Scott said there are necessary 
legal steps before a new owner 
can re-open Linda’s, but did not 
provide specifics.

Though Carini  experienced 
difficulties owning Linda’s since 
the pandemic,  Scott said she 
thinks he has done everything in 
his power to “keep at it.” She said 
he has worked to make sure his 
staff were paid and the transition 
goes smooth.

Scott said she spent last week at 
Linda’s talking to community members 
about their memories of the restaurant 
— even alumni who remember the 
Columbia Street location.

“I’m just grateful and thankful that 
alumni from Carolina have wanted to 
come and step forward,” she said.

Since the announcement of 
Linda’s closure, the Chapel Hill 
community rushed to have one 
last meal or drink at the beloved 
Franklin Street institution. It was 
packed all week.

The news that Linda’s would not 
be permanently closing came just 
a few hours before a planned final 
night of karaoke — a celebration 
the restaurant called Linda’s Last 
Stand on menus and on its social 
media — officially began. On Friday 
night, Linda’s sold out of its food and 
drink by 10 p.m. and did not end up 
holding karaoke.

Carini held an “Irish wake” 
for the restaurant all week and 
many longtime patrons of the 
restaurant, members of the Chapel 
Hill and UNC communities and 
friends of Carini came to Linda’s 
one last time.

“If I have a goal left, if I have 
one thing left to do is try and keep 
Linda’s together,” he said.

Two college friends — David 
Leder and David Britt — travelled 
to Linda’s one last time on Friday 
afternoon. The two attended UNC 
together and now live in Raleigh and 
Greensboro respectively.

“It’s been part of the tapestry of 
Chapel Hill,” Leder said.

Scott said that when she told 
patrons last week that Linda’s may 
not close permanently, they were 
overjoyed and made her sit down 
and “tell them all about it.”

“There’s so many people that love 
to keep this open,” she said.

For now, the Linda’s website 
reads: “Thanks for a great 47 years 
Chapel Hill.”

TOWN GOVERNMENT

Carrboro welcomes Bret Greene
New finance director 
assumes role, brings 
for-profit experience  

By Sophie Baglioni
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com 

On Jan. 2, Bret Greene assumed 
his new role as finance director for 
the Town of Carrboro.

In this role, Greene supervises 
financial operations and reporting of 
all municipal funds, such as the Town’s 
budget, audit and debt management.

After spending numerous years 
in the for-profit sector, Greene 
said he applied because he wanted 
to transition to more service-
oriented work.

“It seemed an amicable fit, 
and an opportunity for both my 
personal and professional growth, 
as well as, more importantly, to 
benefit and solidify the strong 
foundation that the Town of 
Carrboro already laid in place with 
their financial outlook,” he said.

Greene also said he chose the 
job to set a good example for his 
family. He said he wants to be 
able to stand behind something 
that adds to the community, 
taking a selfless approach to what 
a career means.

Michael Cox, the director of asset 
management for Bell Partners, 
said Greene is a family guy, always 
making sure he is giving them the 
attention they need and is involved 
with their day-to-day activities. Cox 
said one of Greene’s main values is 
his relationships.

“He’s always going to have a 
smile,” Cox said. “He’s always 
going to give you some positive 
encouragement in any type of 

situation. It’s just the nature of 
who he is.”

Greene served as director of 
financial planning and analysis 
at Highwood Properties, a real 
estate investment trust company 
based in Raleigh, for 16 years. 
Greene said he managed a staff of 
11 employees and oversaw areas 
including financial forecasting, 
capital improvement plans and 
customer service.

“ T h e  b u d g e t i n g  a n d  t h e 
planning will be nailed to the 
penny,” Jim Bacchetta, the former 
senior vice president of Highwood 
Properties, said. “I think he will 
bring pragmatism and private 
sector experience to bear and make 
sure that the dollars are spent as 
they’re supposed to be spent as 
efficiently as possible. You couldn’t 
have a better guy in that position to 
steward that budget.”

The Town’s application process 
felt like it had a personal touch, 
Greene said, because it consisted 
of face-to-face interaction — 
including meeting staff at the town 
hall — rather than just phone calls 
and video conferences.

“I try to lead my staff with the 
same opportunities for in-person 
c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  a n d  k n o w i n g 
that post-COVID, obviously, 
telecommuting is also the right 
medium in many circumstances,” 
he said.

Greene also serves as the director 
of financial affairs for Educate 
Tomorrow’s Parents, a non-profit 
that prepares young adults to care 
for their future family by offering a 
curriculum of health education and 
family science.

Jeff Quinn, chief operating 
officer of Book Harvest, said 
Greene will be tasked with making 

financial decisions about what 
Carrboro can cover and ensuring 
those decisions are equitable.

“Bret is good at that, the [Town] 
of Carrboro is good at that and 
that’s just a really good winning 
equation for good decisions to be 
made,” he said.

Quinn said Greene brought him 
to Educate Tomorrow’s Parents as a 
consultant to expand their capacity 
and infrastructure. He said Greene 
set the table well for him and the 
executive director to connect and 
hit the ground running.

“It was, to me, just a microcosm 
of how he’s such a great connector 
in terms of  bringing people 
together and helping them get to 
a meeting prepared, ready to go, 
and then come out of it with a 
solution,” he said.

X: @dthcitystate

DTH/ANASTASIA GARCIA

Sponsored monthly by Bob Young ‘57 in honor of his wife, Pat, 
and the 1957 UNC National Championship basketball team.

Lasya Kandukuri is a neuroscience student at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill endlessly 

devoted to the documentation of love and lived 
experiences through poetry. She finds that poetry’s 
deconstruction of language and linguistic freedom 

allows poems to breathe, making it an apt medium for 
the recordkeeping of humanity. As an in-home overnight 

caregiver, Lasya is often inspired by the families she tends 
to, and is driven to capture and immortalize their complex 

and intense intersections of love, death, and desire.

The Cradle
By Lasya Kandukuri

Aunt Lisa is like a niece to me.
I pat her back as she falls asleep, gently
to the rhythm of her exhales
just as my mother did for me. I brush the hair out of her eyes 
before saying goodnight. I ask her if she wants to blow her nose
when she gets sniffly, I press the soft tissue to her nostril.
In the bathroom, we giggle over her tinkling, 
we wash our hands in ritual,
hips bouncing, heads nodding,
I direct her soapy palms under the water.
And honestly, we can’t remember her birthday or her zodiac,
even when we go through all twelve months and all four seasons,
We guess at the ends of her sentences, question-marked
 after the third or fourth word, but
but to Luna, Lisa sings her mother’s lullaby two verses in full, 
plants a kiss behind her fluffy ear before she begins, and again
 and again and again
as she ends. Waking from a deep sleep, Lisa tells me 
that her mom isn’t doing
isn’t doing too well.
I wipe the tears from the petal-thin skin beneath her eyes, 
and rock her back into sweet dreams.

STUDENTS
WELCOME

Fantastic 
opportunity 
for pre-med, 
nursing, and 
psychology 
students!
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   ATHLETIC EVENTS

Get your start in Healthcare...

Scan to apply



Lifestyle
9Wednesday, January 10, 2024

dailytarheel.com

BUSINESS

Community savors final drinks during ‘Linda’s Last Stand’

On Jan. 2, Christopher Carini, 
the owner of Linda’s Bar and Grill, 
announced that the restaurant 
would be closing after 47 years in 
Chapel Hill due to a variety of factors 
including debt and legal troubles.

That  night,  people f locked 
to the bar to say goodbye and 
continued to do so until it closed 
on Friday. Throughout the week, 
Linda’s wooden booths were full 
and lines out the door stretched 
down the street.

On Wednesday, Patrick Wiginton 
hosted his last trivia session in the 
restaurant’s basement, called the 
Downbar. The Downbar was full of 
trivia players sitting in booths, on 
the floor or standing by the bar.

Wiginton, who said that Linda’s 
was like his second home, had 
been a regular since 2011 and 
began hosting Wednesday night 
trivia in 2021.

He said that he tried to keep 
his last rounds of trivia as normal 
as possible, but the music round 
consisted  of  sad  songs  — a 
reflection of how he how felt about 
the restaurant’s closure.

The last song of the music 
r o u n d ,  “ C l o s i n g  T i m e ”  b y 
Semisonic, was sung by patrons 
in the crowded restaurant.

Wiginton said it felt good that 
people received his last trivia well, 
an experience that was meaningful 
because of the community it created.  

The past week has felt like a 
celebration of life, Wiginton said, 
with a wide variety of people 

Patrons say goodbye to 
47-year-old Franklin 

Street bar

By Eliza Benbow
Lifestyle Editor

lifestyle@dailytarheel.com 

DTH/ADRIAN TILLMAN
Linda’s Bar and Grill ran out of food and drinks by 10 p.m. on Friday, its last day. 

returning to the bar one last time 
before it closed, including former 
bartenders who shared photos 
from their time working there.

“It’s welcoming 
t o  e v e r y b o d y, 
and that’s why 
so many people 
throughout the 
years enjoyed and 
loved the place — 
because you felt 
welcomed there,” 
Wiginton said.

On Friday night, 
Kirsten Vollmer, who was a bartender 
at Linda’s in 1993, returned with her 
friend Natalie Knowles. 

Despite the crowd, Vollmer was 
invited behind the bar and discovered 

that traditions she’d taken part in had 
been maintained for the past 30 years 
by the current bartenders. 

Linda’s has always been eclectic, 

according to Vollmer, and earnest, 
according to Knowles.

“I don’t come back to Linda’s 
often, but right now… it feels like 
back then,” Vollmer said.

The bar didn’t change, but it never 
became stale, Brooks Fuller, a UNC 
alumnus and current faculty member 
at Elon University, said.

According 
t o  F u l l e r , 
Linda’s catered 
to everybody, 
from students 
to professionals 
to people in the 
service industry, 
a n d  w a s  a 
communal and 
heartfelt space.

“It’s also one of those places 
where I remember first feeling like 
a member of the larger Chapel Hill 
community and not just a student 
going to a bar,” he said.

A l i t a  M i l l e r ,  a  f i r s t - y e a r 
d o c t o r a l  s t u d e n t ,  h a s  b e e n 
attending Linda’s karaoke nights 
since she came to UNC in August. 
She said that karaoke was a good 
way to get to know the members of 
her cohort outside of classes.

On Friday, she went to Linda’s 
with a group of friends, wearing 
a handmade hat in the shape of a 
tombstone that read “R.I.P. Linda’s” 
and “#lindaslaststand,” a hashtag 
which the restaurant printed on 
menus throughout the week.

That  night ,  instead of  the 
regularly-scheduled karaoke, 
Carini played music for people to 
dance to until the Downbar ran 
out of liquor to serve.

“[We were] trying to go out the 
way that the bar would want — just 
being there, having a good time, 
enjoying good company, sharing the 
memories of it,” Wiginton said.

Around 10 p.m. on Friday, with 
Semisonic playing once again, Carini 
announced that the Downbar would 
be closing and thanked the crowd for 
their support during his ownership. 

Since Carini’s announcement, 
building owners Kim Scott and 
her mother Linda Williams, the 
restaurant’s namesake, said that 
they are searching for a new owner 
to take over.

If Linda’s reopens, Wiginton said 
that customers making the time and 
effort to go back to Linda’s could 
impact whether the local bar closes 
again or remains open.

“I  hope that  anybody that 
potential ly buys the bar and 
reopens it and updates it just 
listens to regulars, just listens to 
people that made it Linda’s over 
the past 47 years,” Wiginton said.

“It’s welcoming to everybody, and that’s why so 
many people throughout the years enjoyed and 

loved the place — because you felt welcomed there.” 
Patrick Wiginton

Linda’s Trivia Host

X: @ eliza.benbow
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‘Willpower is not the solution’: Community redefines resolutions for 2024
Students reject the 

pressure of a 
‘fresh start’

By Preethika Ratnam
Staff Writer

lifestyle@dailytarheel.com 

January brings about a 
new year, a new semester 
and, for some UNC students, 
a new spin on old habits. 

Tory Greene, a first-year, 
said her resolutions are to get 
good grades this semester, 
stay healthy and maintain 
a good relationship with 
herself and mental health.

“This is my first semester 
at Chapel Hill because I’m 
a transfer student, so I just 
want to have a good time 
with my classes and get good 
grades and meet new people 
while I’m here,” Greene said. 

Associate professor of 
psychology and neuroscience 
Steven Buzinski said he 
r e s e a r c h e s  t h e  s o c i a l , 
situational and psychological 
processes that influence 
judgment and decision-
making — which involve self-
regulation and self-control.

He said during specific 
demarcations in time, like 
the new year, people are 
more motivated to improve 
things in their life.  This 

phenomenon is called the 
“Fresh Start Effect.”

“There’s reason to believe 
that when you use some 
kind of fresh start, or a new 
month, a new year and even 
just a new week starting on 
Sunday or Monday, there’s 
something about i t  that 
increases our motivation, at 
least temporarily, to pursue 
these things,” Buzinski said. 

This type of temporary 
motivation can be ineffective 
if someone doesn’t set their 
goals correctly. 

He recommended setting 
a fixed goal with guidelines 
a n d  m a k i n g  t h a t  g o a l 
something that is measurable 
and time-bound.

For instance, he said if 
someone would like to read 
more, they should choose 
a specific time to pick up a 
book every day or week and 
then, it becomes a decision 
they don’t have to make in 
the moment anymore.

Buzinski himself would 
like to carve out time to 
w r i t e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a n d 
practice Brazilian jiu-jitsu. 

“Just treat yourself kindly 
and realize that willpower is 
not the solution, so if you’re  
just trying to will yourself 
through something  and 
you’re failing, that is not a 
moral failing,” he said.

B u z i n s k i  s a i d  t h a t 
people may feel the need 
to set idealistic resolutions 
because they overestimate 
the amount of other people 
doing the same.

“It ’s  this  c lass ic  peer 
pressure effect of ‘Well, if 
everybody’s setting them, I 
don’t want to fall behind, or 
I don’t want to be left out of 
that group,’” he said.

Amaya Harris,  a UNC 
student, said she finds it 
disheartening to see how 
companies and programs 
push certain goals  onto 
people in the new year.

“I think it’s a bad tradition 
to have people set all these 
huge goals at the beginning 
of the year and if they fail a 
little bit because the goals 
are too high, they end up 
getting rid of the goal and 
no longer trying to work 
towards it,” Harris said.

F i r s t - y e a r  A y n s l e y 
Szczesniak said that there is 
a feeling of guilt and shame 
that comes with breaking 
resolutions. This year, she 
said she decided to reframe 
her mindset. 

“ I  t o o k  a  d i f f e r e n t 
approach this year, and I 
decided to focus more on 
my goals for the year and 
the kind of person that I 
hope to become, rather than 

changes that I want to make 
to myself, things that I’m 
unhappy about,” she said.

One of her goals is to 
hone her organizational and 
time management skills, she 
said. Throughout the year, 
she also hopes to continue 
to develop what she learned 
about herself in the past 
and focus her time on the 

strengths that define who 
she is.

However, she said New 
Year’s can often create a toxic 
environment. She said the 
internet has become a “melting 
pot” of unrealistic expectations 
for personal change. 

She said that she tries to 
step away from the feeling 
of judgment and pity, and 

remind herself that there 
are people who appreciate 
her the way she is.

“I think one of the things 
that I have found to be really 
helpful in avoiding those 
pressures is just surrounding 
yourself with good people,” 
Szczesniak said.

DTH DESIGN/HAILEY PATTERSON

X: @preethikaratnam



LifestyleWednesday, January 10, 202410
LITERATURE

Social media is helping 
connect readers to their 

next favorite novel

By Madison Gagnon
Senior Writer

lifestyle@dailytarheel.com 

DTH DESIGN/OLIVIA GOODSON

With a new semester on the 
horizon, readings for classes may 
seem overwhelming, but finding 
something to read for fun could be 
as simple as a quick scroll on TikTok.

Lizzie McLeod Herring, a UNC 
junior majoring in art history and 
creative writing, said she wouldn’t 
have picked up half of the books 
she read in 2023 without the 
influence of a book content creator 
on social media.

A book blogger who goes by 
Deanna said creators and their 
influence could drive 2024’s next 
big trends.

“Romantasy” —  a term coined 
by the online book community to 
refer to a combination of romance 
and fantasy — was one of the 
biggest subgenres in 2023, fueled 
in part by the release of Rebecca 
Yarros’ bestseller “Fourth Wing.”

Kimmy Nwokorie, a book content 
creator who gravitates toward 
romance, said the subgenre will likely 
continue to grow in the new year 
because the new balance between 
romance and fantasy is very satisfying 
and catches readers’ attention.

“I think authors are getting 
comfortable in being able to write 
what they want to, and with that 
we’ll probably see the rise of more 
subgenres,” Nwokorie said.

Within the past year, Deanna said 
she has also seen an uptick in the 

popularity of young adult horror 
novels, including those written by 
Black authors and centering Black 
characters. She said it has been 
refreshing to see characters who 
look like her in popular stories.

Deanna also said she would 
like to see a resurgence in the 
popularity of dystopian fiction.

“There’s a lot going on right 
now in the world that’s giving off 
dystopia,” she said. “So I wouldn’t 
be surprised if people started 
writing about things that they’re 
experiencing because dystopian 
really explores a lot of real world 
politics in different ways.”

A z a n t a  T h a k u r ,  a  b o o k 
Instagrammer and TikToker, 
predicted that  popular  book 
content creators may become 
authors themselves and that the 
publishing industry may try to 
utilize them — and their built-in 
followings — to sell more books.

She said she thinks publishers 
may try to publish books faster 
with sloppier editing for popular 
authors and content creators 
because they know the work will 
be successful despite the quality.

“It’s still very exciting to see the 
worlds collide on my end of social 
media, where these content creators 

that I’ve been following for years 
are now getting these massive book 
deals, which is such an amazing 
accomplishment,” Thakur said.

Herr ing  sa id  she  predic ts 
literary fiction will continue to 
grow in popularity, particularly 
novels that cater to young women. 
She said she has seen a rise in a 
subgenre of literary fiction — 
which she calls “weird, sad girl” 
l i terature — that  focuses  on 
womens’ inner turmoils.

S h e  s a i d  s h e  h a s  a l s o 
noticed American essayist and 
novelist Joan Didion — whose 
work focused mainly on life in 

California in the late-20th century 
— make a  comeback onl ine , 
particularly with her novel, “Play 
It as It Lays.” She said that Los 
Angeles is becoming a center of 
literary hype and inspiring avant-
garde fiction among other modern 
Los Angeles authors.

But, for Herring, online popularity 
can make it difficult when a reader 
wants to a find a book that exists 
outside of the current trends.

“The way the algorithm is on 
the internet, the more popular 
something is, the more it’s going 
to get pushed and pushed and 
pushed unt i l  you  can ’ t  f ind 
it,” Herring said. “It’s hard to find 
what you’re looking for anymore.”

Thakur said there are many 
creators, like herself, who are 
making their own microtrends in 
their own corners of social media, 
such as reading diverse books. In 
order to change their algorithm, 
readers have to make an effort to 
diversify the creators they follow 
and books they read, she said.

Deanna said she would like for 
there to be more support for books 
that don’t fit into every trend at the 
moment, particularly diverse books.

“There are brilliant, beautiful, 
amazing stories and you just have 
to look,” she said. “You don’t have 
to necessarily identify with every 
aspect of a story down to what the 
character looks like to enjoy the 
story, it doesn’t have to be 100 
percent relatable for you to find 
value and enjoy that piece of work, 
because marginalized readers, 
we’ve read stories about people who 
don’t look like us for all our lives.”

Book content creators predict 2024 trends 

X: @madisongagnon
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OBITUARY

Albert Richard Elam, Jr.
Albert Richard Elam, Jr., Professor Emeritus of Radio/TV/Motion Pictures 

at UNC-Chapel Hill, sailed to new ports on November 15, 2023, peacefully 
passing at the age of 95 with family present.  An avid sailboat competitor, journalist, 
University professor, artist, author and traveler, he leaves behind a treasure of 
stories, instruction, laughs and love of life. Dick Elam was born in 1928 in Pecos, 
Texas to Lena and Albert (Red) Elam.  He began his lifetime profession and 
avocation in Texas as a writer at The Abilene Reporter-News, where he landed his 
first job as a cub reporter at the age of 13.  He attended The University of Texas 
where he was elected editor of The Daily Texan newspaper.  He earned his M.A. in 
Journalism (1969) and instructed as an assistant professor at The University of Texas at Austin, teaching political 
campaign communications and editorial writing. He subsequently received his Ph.D. in Journalism from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (1972) and returned in 1977 as Chairman of Radio/TV/Motion 
Pictures, serving in that position until his retirement in 1999. Among his students are newspaper journalists and 
editors, television news reporters and sportscasters, along with myriad chroniclers of life who attend carefully to 
the rules of grammar and composition.  He is survived by his four children with Maxine Smith Elam (deceased 
1973):  Sheryl Elam Pappa (Dennis), Cynthia Elam Darwin (Roger Sturgell), Michaela Elam Wood (Jack) and 
Kelson Richard Elam (Brenda). Dick’s family also includes his grandchildren and great grandchildren, along with 
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren of his wife Betty Aills Elam (deceased 1975), his wife Margaret 
Burch Elam (deceased  2013) and life companion Louise Rubbi Williams (deceased 2021).  A celebration of his 
life will be planned for a later date.
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Don’t let up on the Starbucks boycott now

Support  for  Starbucks fel l 
tremendously in the past few 
months, with numerous protests, 
boycotts and even store vandalisms 
taking place as a result of the 
company’s inability to condemn 
the violence Israel inflicted on 
Palestinian people.

Starbucks filed a copyright 
infringement lawsuit  against 
Starbucks Workers United, the 
union representing Starbucks 
employees, after they posted in 
support of Palestine on X. The now-
deleted post pictured a bulldozer 
ripping into a security fence that 
surrounded the Gaza Strip. The 
union claimed the tweet was 
written by one person, and it was 
not authorized to be posted.

Following the initial post, the 
account liked a post supporting 
Palestine and urged consumers not 
to buy Starbucks gift cards over 
the holiday season. In response, 
Starbucks publicly disagreed with 
the union’s solidarity with Palestine. 
Starbucks CEO Laxman Narasimhan 
claimed that protestors were 
influenced by misrepresentation 
of what the company stands for on 
social media.

The union f i led their  own 
lawsuit against Starbucks, claiming 
the company falsely attacked 
the union on the basis of a post 
that the union did not endorse. 
Starbucks has been accused of 
being aggressively anti-union, 

which Starbucks Workers United 
has acknowledged, claiming the 
lawsuit against them as an “illegal 
anti-union campaign.”

Starbucks has seen wavering 
support from both sides of the 
issue even as the company claims a 
neutral position.

Initially, pro-Israel Starbucks’s 
c u s t o m e r s  b o y c o t t e d  t h e 
company in response to SWU’s 
post. However, as the company 
continued to  make muddied 

statements vaguely denouncing 
v i o l e n c e ,  i t s  p r o - P a l e s t i n e 
consumer base made a great 
impact on the company’s revenue 
through organized protests and 
boycotts. It is estimated that the 
company lost anywhere from $11 
to 12 billion dollars since Nov. 16 
and experienced historically low 
sales during what is traditionally 
a peak season during the holidays.

Some argued that this boycott 
will die off as new drinks come 

out, or a new shiny cup is launched 
and consumers forget about the 
movement.  Yet,  as Starbucks 
pushes promotions and deals 
through its app, the effects of the 
boycott remain apparent, and it 
is evidence that consumers can 
organize despite the temptation of 
seasonal drink “BOGO” offers.

The success of the Starbucks 
b o y c o t t  s h o u l d  b e  f u e l  f o r 
further  examination of  late-
stage capitalism and is proof 
that consumers have the ability 
to make a difference — even 
on multi-billion dollar companies. 
Although Starbucks will not go 
out of business in the foreseeable 
future, the drop in sales made an 
impact and will hopefully push the 
company to make changes to its 
historic union-busting behaviors 
and expand on workers’ rights.

We  m u s t  n o t  f o r g e t  w h y 
consumers started to boycott the 
company in the first place and 
be critical when purchasing from 
other corporations that are not 
quick to call what is happening in 
the Middle East a genocide.

C o n s u m e r s  h a v e  t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  k e e p  u p  t h e 
momentum from this boycott 
and to organize others to push 
for what they want from these 
corporations. Better pay, more 
paid vacation time and safer 
w o r k  e n v i r o n m e n t s  a r e  a l l 
possible with persistent effective 
boycotting in solidarity with both 
unions and Palestine.

By Rachel Moody
Editorial Board Member

opinion@dailytarheel.com 

This past semester I found myself 
caught in a vicious cycle of burnout.

I would begin with bright eyes 
and big dreams of waking up early, 
working out, meal prepping and 
reading books for enjoyment.

My routine would last a few 
days before I accidentally slept 
through my 9 a.m. class. Going to 
the gym devolved into sitting in 
Davis Library for hours without 
moving,  and dinner  became 
B o j a n g l e s  w h i l e  s k i m m i n g 
assigned class readings.

As we ring in a new year and 
semester, many of us have made 
resolutions to be more productive, 
organized and better — but will 
inevitably fall right back into the 
same old cycle.

When we set impossibly high 
standards for ourselves and often 
expect perfection, we set ourselves 

up to be continually disappointed.
Hustle culture — or the rise-

and-grind mindset — is the idea 
that you should always be working 
on your next big aspiration. There 
is no such thing as working too 
much because the expectation is 
that if you meet your goal, you set 
a new one.

This culture makes us believe 
we should be able to wake up at 
5am, workout, attend class and 
take aesthetic notes, complete all 
assignments, eat healthy home 
cooked meals all while listening 
to self improvement podcasts. Oh, 
and maintain a social life too.

Constantly feeling l ike you 
are barely holding on until the 
weekend, or the next break, or 
concluding that this just wasn’t 
your semester and the next one 

X: @katelinlee
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UNC junior Haya Odeh protests with Starbucks Workers United outside the 
Carolina Inn on Oct. 12, 2023.
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Rejecting hustle culture in 2024
will be better means you will 
always be living in the future, 
letting the present pass you by.

Author Annie Dillard writes 
in “The Writing Life”: “How we 
spend our days is, of course, how 
we spend our lives.”

Life is not slowing down anytime 
soon. Our summers will grow 
busier with internships and after 
graduation many of us will work 
late and on weekends trying to get 
ahead or meet a deadline. Then we’ll 
say, “I can’t wait for retirement!”

When we  spend each  day 
begrudgingly just trying to get 
through it, we will inevitably spend 
our whole lives doing the same.

O u r  g e n e r a t i o n  c l a i m s  t o 
support mental health and self-
care, but you can’t heal a semester 
so  s t ress fu l  that  i t  induced X: @rachelxmoody

stomach aches with something as 
simple as a face mask.

You can’t unwind with a movie 
and declare yourself ready to take 
on finals week. It’s like an athlete 
getting hurt and then eating a 
few orange slices on the sidelines 
before going back into the game.

Self-care should be about taking 
time to look after yourself every 
day so you can prevent stress from 
building up.

It can be hard to prioritize self 
care when it feels like taking a break 
means falling behind. When it feels 
like one test will make or break your 
future, who wouldn’t lose a couple 
extra hours of sleep just once to do 
some extra studying? 

One exception will inevitably 
lead to a second, third, fourth 
and so on. There will always be 

another test, project, paper, quiz, 
meeting, etc. that seems worth 
losing sleep over.

Until, finally, you wonder why 
you feel so anxious, angry, or 
annoyed and realize you haven’t 
had more than six hours of sleep 
in weeks.

I don’t expect everyone to lay 
down their textbooks for an hour a 
day at 3 p.m. for a siesta (as much 
as I would love that.) Rather, I’m 
declaring that 2024 is the year we 
reject the rise and grind mentality 
that has consumed us for so 
long. We are not machines trying 
to achieve maximum efficiency.

Before you sacrifice your sleep, 
health and/or sanity, ask yourself 
if it’s truly worth it. No more rise 
and grind. This is the year to shut 
your laptop off and go to bed.
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Elections to affirmative action: What the Editorial Board will cover in 2024

DTH/IRA WILDER
Then-UNC Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz speaks during a press conference 
outside of the Supreme Court of the United States  on Oct. 31, 2022.

As we head into the spring 
semester, the Editorial Board looks 
back at 2023 and predict what the 
new year might have in store. We 
hope to continue to cover important 
issues with complexity and care. 
Here’s what we foresee in 2024:

The 2024 election

Though months away, the 2024 
election is arguably slated to be one 
of the top stories of the year. It’s a 
presidential election year, so swing 
states like North Carolina will play a 
critical role, especially in the coming 
months. Apart from the presidency, 
North Carolina will vote to elect a new 
governor, lieutenant governor, attorney 
general and certain commissioner 
and state Supreme Court positions. 
Additionally, each of North Carolina’s 
14 congressional districts will elect 
their U.S. House representative.

We’ll be paying close attention 
to a few important moving parts. 
For one, we’ll be waiting on the 
outcomes of certain court cases such 
as the NAACP’s challenge against 
the newly drawn North Carolina 
congressional district maps on the 
basis of racial gerrymandering, and 
an appeal, which attempts to remove 
former President Donald Trump’s 
name from the ballot across the 
state. Secondly, we’ll be looking at 
the work of the New North Carolina 
project — a mirror of the New 

Georgia project that helped Georgia, 
a swing state like North Carolina, 
turn blue in 2020 — to see if it might 
carry the same impact and push the 
state into a Democratic majority. 
Primary elections begin in March.

Affirmative action

As the first round of high school 
seniors to apply to colleges in a post-
affirmative action country receive their 
admissions decisions, we’ll be looking 
to see how racial demographics within 
admitted classes shift. The Common 
Application still includes a question 
about race and ethnicity, though it is 

optional and hidden from admissions 
teams. Stories relating to affirmative 
action in college admissions are 
especially relevant to UNC, as the 
University was named as one of 
the defendants in last year’s U.S. 
Supreme Court case. We hope to 
see UNC increase transparency 
about the admissions process and 
prioritize efforts to facilitate racial 
diversity on campus.

Foreign wars and tensions close 
to home

As of Jan. 8, at least 22,835 
people have been killed by the 

Israeli military in Gaza since the 
beginning of the war, according 
to the Palestinian Ministry of 
Health in Ramallah. Additionally, 
58,416 people have been injured. 
The Israel Defense Forces began 
its operation in Gaza following 
the Hamas attack into southern 
Israel on Oct. 7. The militant group 
killed more than 1,200 people 
and kidnapped others, according 
to the IDF. Some hostages have 
since been released by Hamas in 
exchange for Palestinians held in 
Israeli prisons. These lost lives are 
written off as consequences of war.

On Oct. 12, UNC’s Students for 
Justice in Palestine held a protest 
outside of Wilson library. This 
prompted a clash among pro-
Palestine and pro-Israeli groups on 
the campus, and UNC Police had to 
escort a professor away. A month 
later, pro-Palestine protesters held 
another demonstration on campus. 
Protesters gathered to share their 
sentiments against the war and 
Israeli occupation in Palestine, as 
well as to call for UNC to divest 
in contracts and products that 
support Israel. With a national 
spotlight on how college campuses 
are responding to protests, we will 
continue to monitor how UNC 
interacts with discussions about 
the war in Gaza.

This is not a topic we intend 
to shy away from, but we must 

ensure we give it the time and 
depth that it deserves.

Campus leadership

Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz 
is set to finish his 10 year tenure 
as University Chancellor on Jan. 
12 — his departure comes amid 
growing political strife between 
University administration and the 
Board of Trustees. From overseeing 
the fall of Silent Sam, the COVID-
19 pandemic and successfully 
raising billions for the University 
through the Campaign for Carolina, 
Guskiewicz guided the University 
through ever-changing times. 

Lee Roberts, former state budget 
director, has been named interim 
chancellor. Concern has circulated 
about Roberts’ appointment due 
to his lack of experience in higher 
education administration. The 
Board of Governors, whose power 
derives from the state legislature, 
will be responsible for hiring a 
permanent replacement. 

As state  Republicans have 
gained  influence over the Board 
o f  G o v e r n o r s ,  G u s k e i w i c z ’s 
replacement may not bring a 
change our overwhelmingly liberal 
student body needs. We will be 
watching him, and the hiring 
process, closely.

OFFICE DJ

Lana Del Rey, notice me 
By Laney Crawley

Opinion Editor
opinion@dailytarheel.com 

PHOTO COURTESY OF LANEY CRAWLEY
Opinion Editor Laney Crawley holds up the set list from Lana Del Rey’s 
performance at the music festival All Things Go on Oct. 1. 2023.

Many people say they can tell 
who my favorite artist is just by 
looking at me. I choose to take that 
as a compliment.

Lana Del Rey: if you happen to be 
bored and can’t get another Waffle 
House shift, head over to The Daily 
Tar Heel. This one’s for you.

There are plenty of other artists in 
my rotation, and I know better than 
to put on my Lana playlist when I 
get aux.

However, Lana will always be 
there. She’s my rock.

She’s where I go when I need a 
song about what it’s like to be a victim 
of assault as a woman, worried that 
no one will believe you (“A&W” for 
the Grammy, please).

I immediately put on “Born to Die 
- The Paradise Edition” on every car 
ride — an album with so many perfect 
road trip songs it should be illegal.

I fully plan to walk down the aisle to 
“Bel Air” (her best love song to date).

She understands me. And yes, 
she understands me more than she 
understands you. I am her number 
one fan.

I’ve spent years curating this list. 
Blood, sweat and tears went into 
this. If I put half of the effort into my 
foundations of statistics class as I did 
this list, I probably wouldn’t have had 
to pass/fail the class.

I’ve ranked Lana Del Rey’s 
discography from worst to best, 
perfect for people looking to change 
their lives for the better by becoming 
a Lana fan. It’s also great for the 
hardcore fans like me, as long as you 
agree and offer no suggestions.

This may sound pretentious, 
and that’s because it is. If you’re 
wondering who this girl thinks she 
is, I used to ask myself the same 
question. I’m not a music critic by 
any means.

However, this past October, when 
I was blessed with Lana’s setlist at 
the All Things Go Music Festival, I 
ran with it. I took it as confirmation 
that she loves me. She wants me to 
do this.

So here it is. Hope you enjoy.

“Blue Banisters”

I fear this is my least streamed 
album. This is not to say I dislike the 
album. I could never. As her career 
progresses, however, she produces 
some no skip albums. This isn’t 
one. I very much enjoy “Thunder,” 
“Beautiful” and “Black Bathing 
Suit,” but its lack of stand out songs 
is what landed it this rank.

“Honeymoon”

Again, songs off this album aren’t 
heavy in my rotation, although I do 
constantly stream “The Blackest 
Day” and “Religion.”

“Chemtrails Over The Country Club”

This album is often overlooked, 
which is sad because it really is 
great. It has a hopeful sadness to it 
which is really beautiful. Notable 
songs include the title track, “Wild At 
Heart” and “Dark But Just A Game.”

“Did you know that there’s a tunnel 
under Ocean Blvd”

Her most recent album has a 
ridiculously long title, but that’s 
okay as the album itself is filled with 
top tier tracks. “Margaret” was my 

number one streamed song in 2023. 
I listened to it 400 times.

“Born To Die - The Paradise Edition”

“Born To Die” is a stellar album 
on its own, but once she released 
“The Paradise Edition,” I fell in love. 
One of her most beautiful albums 
to date. “Lucky Ones” and “Video 
Games” are what I imagine entering 
heaven sounds like.

“Ultraviolence”

This album means a lot to me. I 
play it to help me fall asleep. I play 
it when I need to sob. This album 
made Lana famous for a reason.

“Lust For Life”

I absolutely love this album. “Get 
Free” will forever be my favorite 
song, and legitimately saved my life. 

Thanks!

“Norman Fucking Rockwell!”

No explanation needed, I think. 
This genius album deserved more. 
NFR, you were robbed at the 2020 
Grammys. Never forget.

X: @dthopinion
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OP-ED

EDITOR’S NOTE: Columns, 
cartoons and letters do not 
necessarily represent the opinions 
of The Daily Tar Heel or its staff.  
Editorials reflect the opinions of The 
Daily Tar Heel Editorial Board, which 
comprises 10 board members, the 
assistant opinion editor and editor 
and the editor-in-chief.

We categorically oppose 
Lee Roberts’ appointment as 
interim chancellor.

W h i l e  l o c a l  m e d i a 
r i g h t f u l l y  c r i t i c i z e s 
Roberts’ lack of experience as 
a school administrator, this 
appointment is more than 
a matter of inexperience. 
Roberts ’  history direct ly 
opposes UNC’s “unwavering 
commitment to excellence.”

Roberts served as the state 
budget director from 2014 to 
2016 under former Republican 
Gov. Pat McCrory, where 
he proposed a budget that 
allocated the lowest share of 
funding to higher education 
since 1981, as detailed on page 
262. This came two years after 
the McCrory administration 
and General Assembly passed 
tax cuts that greatly benefitted 
millionaires at the expense 
o f  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  N o r t h 
Carolinians. In response to 
funding cuts, the UNC Board 
of Governors hiked tuition 
and restricted financial aid, 
affecting almost 22,000 low-
income students in the state.

Roberts and McCrory chose 
a few millionaires over the vast 
majority of North Carolinians.

In 2016,  the  McCrory 
administration also championed 
and signed House Bill  2, 
the egregiously transphobic 
“bathroom bill.” An Associated 
Press analysis concluded that 
the now-repealed legislation 
“[would have] cost the state 
more than $3.76 billion in 
lost business over a dozen 
years.” The bill criminalized 
transgender residents for their 
identities and was a horrible 
budgetary decision.

Roberts has not condemned 
the McCrory administration or 
any of its despicable actions 
and even said he would help 
re-elect McCrory and “be 
supportive however I can.”

More recently, Roberts served 
on the controversial UNC Board 
of Governors starting in 2021. The 
BOG recently took issue with an N.C. 
State application question that asked 
applicants to commit to “building a 
just and inclusive community.” In 
response, the board declared that 
“political” values like these have no 
place on North Carolina campuses 
by banning compelled speech, 
offering the contextless justification 
that their policy prevents employers 
from tying affirmative political 
beliefs to employment.

Read these indictments on 
Roberts’ record, and then read 
his interviews with local outlets 
b e f o r e  t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t 
where he considers himself an 
“unaffiliated voter,” and advocates 
that UNC represent “everybody 
in North Carolina” — not just 
“any particular group” — and 
champions free speech as “at the 
core of what a university does.”

We’re not convinced. Roberts 
is closely tied to North Carolina 
Republicans, with little record of 
non-partisanship or compromise. 
He shows no commitment 
to equity of any kind and is 
completely out of touch with the 
needs of our student body.

To the UNC System leadership: 
We are disappointed by this 
decision, and we will not stop 
voicing our dissent.

— March for Our Lives 
UNC, UNC Affirmative Action 

Coalition, Carolina Young 
Democratic Socialists of 

America, Crips in College, 
Sunrise Movement UNC, 

Campus Y Executive Board

UNC deserves better,
Lee Roberts ain’t it.
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To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19)

Today is a 9 — Work smarter, not 

harder. Consider an interesting 

professional opportunity. Provide 

leadership. An old trick works 

again. Energize an exciting 

possibility. Dreams seem within 

reach.

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20)

Today is a 9 — Expand horizons 

for bold discoveries. The Capricorn 

New Moon shines on exciting 

avenues for exploration. Consider 

long-distance investigations. Make a 

fascinating and valuable connection.

GEMINI (MAY 21 -JUNE 20)

Today is a 9 — Collaborate for 

long-term financial goals. Align 

eyes on the prize and make 

a powerful advance. Dreamy 

outcomes lie within your reach. 

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22)

Today is a 9 — Listen to another’s 

view and share your own. Together, 

you can accomplish wonders. Push 

yourself past old limitations. Try 

out new perspectives. 

LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22)

Today is a 9 — Get help with 

heavy lifting. Physical action 

gets results. Exercise energizes 

you. Practice your moves. Push 

yourself into warp speed. You’re 

building for a dream.

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 22)

Today is an 8 — Follow fun and 

passion. You’re especially creative 

and clever. Indulge a fascinating 

obsession. Connect with people 

you admire and respect.

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-OCT. 22)

Today is a 7 — Make domestic 

improvements with lasting value. 

Repair something you’d been 

tolerating. Get creative for a 

beautiful transformation. Nurture 

family with tranquility and treats.

SCORPIO (OCT. 23-NOV. 21)

Today is an 8 — Share dreams 

with someone you love. Catch 

a lucky break. Use a friend’s 

influence to advance even farther. 

Everything needed can be found 

by networking.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22-DEC. 21)

Today is a 9 — Profit from 
innovations. Find valuable efficiencies 
and ways to economize. Wheel, deal 
and sign on the bottom line. You’re 
energized into lucrative action.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 19)

Today is a 9 — Take charge of your 
destiny. Keep an open mind. Make 
practical plans and advance them 
step by step. You’re energized and 
empowered. Get creative.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20 - FEB. 

18)

Today is a 6 — Complete an 
emotionally charged project. Process 
a transition with rest and private 
rituals. Consider where you’ve been 
and what’s ahead. Organize, recharge 
and prepare.

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20)

Today is a 9 — Others respect your 
common sense. Teamwork can realize 
a shared dream. Coordinate and invite 
others to participate for wider reach. 
Advance exciting possibilities.

HOROSCOPES Today’s Birthday 
(01/10/24). Give in to 
love this year. Grow 
upon strong foundations 
maintained by steady 
communication. Successfully 
navigate springtime 
career challenges, before 
domestic inspiration 
sparks summer upgrades. 
Modify communications for 
evolving autumn conditions, 
before exciting career 
possibilities illuminate next 
winter. 

Across

1 Archers’ instruments 

5 Standard PC peripheral port 

9 Spooky black animal 

12 Revise or rewrite 

13 Flat-headed golf club 

14 Heart of the matter 

15 “Schitt’s Creek” family surname 

16 Irish goddess 

17 Word after ‘picky’ or ‘messy’ 

18 Sam-I-Am’s breakfast offering 

21 “___ Misérables” (famed musical) 

22 PA transit system 

23 Franklin Street burger joint 

26 ‘However,’ in a text 

28 Violate the ninth or tenth Commandment 

31 Not very bright 

32 Daryl Hall’s favorite grains?

35 Press, television, and the (Facebook) like 

37 Homemade loaf, best served with hand-

churned butter 

41 “Same here!” 

42 “__ __ the house top, reindeer pause...” 

43 Gun group, abbr. 

44 Unifying feature of many crossword 

puzzles, like this one 

46 Devices that need 5-across, abbr. 48 

Kerr, Smith, or Howell 

49 Rowdy gatherings 

52 Citation style for scientific research 

54 Paddington Bear’s favorite food 

61 Barnes’ book-selling partner 

62 Use the scissors 

63 Strategize a strategy 

64 Without agency 

65 With ‘or,’ the end of many threats 66 

Stony and unbending, like a newly-erected 

statue? 

67 Short sleeve top 

68 Glanced at 

69 Inquires 

This  week ’ s 
c rossword 

was  c rea ted 
by  L iam 
Fur long . 
L iam i s  a 

UNC jun ior 
major ing  in 
comparat i ve 

l i t e ra ture 
and 

educat ion . 
He  i s  f rom 

Wi lmington , 
De laware .

T i t l e : 
“Fu l l  I r i sh 
Break fas t”

To place a Line Classified Ad, 
go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds

or call 919-962-1163DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day

Deadlines
Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication

Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days prior to publication

                                Help Wanted                                Help WantedCARE WANTED

CONDO FOR RENT Mill Creek 4BR/2BA upgraded condo available August 1 2024. 919-219-2891

DELIVERY DRIVERS NEEDED Chapel Hill Florist is hiring delivery drivers.  Must have clean license. Call 
919 929 2903 or stop by shop at 200 West Franklin Street 

TUTOR FOR 6TH GRADER Mature college student to tutor our 6th grader in Math. Hourly rate is 20 
dollars an hour. We are located in Hillsborough,NC. Email: pumpkin8019@gmail.com

LOST CAT CLEO SINCE 12/09/23 Hi all. My beloved cat “Kiki” (Cleo) went missing 12/09 around the 
CH police station off of MLK. Please text/call if you see him, 919-259-9756

Down

1 Massive ice chunk 

2 Nasty funk 

3 Knowledgeable 

4 Hard metal alloy 

5 “The Simpsons” antagonist ________ 

Bob 

6 Jagged little hill 

7 “Jagged Little Pill” numbers 

8 Occupied 

9 All two of them 

10 General region 

11 Technical word 

14 Corpse 

17 Bury, like the pharaohs 

19 Fishing tool 

20 Armored military vehicle, abbr. 

23 Sumerian rain god 

24 Fullest extent 

25 Common American surname 

27 Home of Waikiki Beach 

29 Biblical paradises 

30 Princess’s headwear 

33 Piece of advice, like “Give your 

waiters a little extra” 

34 “Wait! Read the sign!” 

36 Lead singer of Maroon 5 or Counting 

Crows 

38 In all seriousness 

39 Respectful tribute 

40 Pitched tents 

45 36-down’s partner in 29-down 

47 Relaxation station 

50 Awards ceremony host 

51 “When Harry Met” ...who again? 

53 A Greek? 

54 “I’ve got this” 

55 Took a bike, perhaps 

56 Capable of 

57 Ascend 

58 “What a pity” 

59 Grim, awful 

60 Wraps up, like this list of clues 
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WOMEN’S SOCCER

Twenty-one players 
have left the program 
ahead of next season

By Noah Monroe
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com 

Following the North Carolina 
women’s soccer team’s 4-3 loss 
to BYU in the NCAA tournament 
quarterfinals,  21 players have 
left  the program by way of 
entering the transfer portal, 
going pro or graduating.

Now, with the mass exodus 
of 74.4 percent of the team — 
including 60 percent of the Tar 
Heels responsible for goal and 
assist production — head coach 
Anson Dorrance faces the tall 
task of replenishing the roster if 
he wants to continue his 44-year 
streak of making the tournament.

Among the departures are star 
players such as redshirt sophomore 
forward Ally Sentnor and first-year 
defender Savy King, who both 
opted to go pro early, as well as 
redshirt senior defender Maycee 
Bell, who finished her five years 
at North Carolina and entered the 
National Women’s Soccer League 
draft. However, there are also nine 
players from last year’s team that 
are transferring.

Dorrance said after senior day 
that the all the seniors on the 
roster would either enter the draft 
or transfer to a program where 
they’d get more playing time. This 
proved true, as forward Avery 
Patterson and midfielders Sam 
Meza and Talia DellaPeruta all 
elected to go pro, while midfielder 
Kai Hayes and defender Paige 
Tolentino transferred to Baylor 
and N.C. State, respectively.

Aside from the expected 
transfer of those two seniors, seven 
other players entered the portal, 
including two first-year players 
in midfielder Melina Rebimbas 
and forward Mia Oliaro, the No. 
3 and No. 18 players in the 2023 
recruiting class.

With all the departures, the 
Tar Heels currently have more 
players leaving the program 
than they do staying, with just 
18 players on their roster for 
next season, including incoming 
2024 recruits. However, the 
players UNC currently has do 
have starting experience, with six 
returning players having notched 
a start in 2023.

Rising sophomore midfielder 
Evelyn Shores carved out a 
starting role for herself before 
getting injured in the Wake 
Forest game and was forced to 
sit out the rest of the season. In 
addition, rising junior forward 
Maddie Dahlien was a key piece 
in Dorrance’s “Game Changer” 
lineup that came off of the bench, 
putting a shot on goal in every 
NCAA tournament game. 

While Dorrance’s plans to 
replenish over a third of North 
Carolina’s roster from last season 
remains unknown, it’s clear he has 
a long way to go before he has a 
full team ready for 2024.

MEMORIAL

Two keys to a Tar Heel 
victory in Raleigh

on Wednesday
By Anna Laible

Staff Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com 

Coming off  a  double-digit 
victory at No. 16 Clemson, the No. 
7 UNC men’s basketball team (11-
3, 3-0 ACC) is looking to continue 
its winning streak as the Tar 
Heels travel to Raleigh to take 
on N.C. State (11-3, 3-0 ACC) on 
Wednesday night at PNC Arena.

“We have a huge game coming up 
on Wednesday at N.C. State,” UNC 
graduate center Armando Bacot 
said on Saturday after the Clemson 
win. “A lot of those guys [Bacot’s 
teammates] have no clue what we’re 
getting ourself into so I guess that’ll 
be a huge test to see where we’re at.”

The Wolfpack defeated the 
Tar Heels in their previous matchup 
and enters the bout on a four-game 
winning streak — along with an 8-0 
home record.

Notably, this is the fourth time 
ever — and first time since Jan. 22, 
1974 — the Tar Heels and Wolfpack 
will play when both teams were at 
least 3-0 in the ACC.

Here are two keys for UNC if it 
hopes to hand N.C. State its first 
home loss of the season:

Draw more fouls

The Tar Heels will need to draw 
fouls against N.C. State if they want 
to reach or surpass their average 
of 83.6 points per game. Their 65 
points in UNC’s win over Clemson 

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER
Then-junior guard RJ Davis (4) goes up for a floater during a basketball 
game against N.C. State on Jan. 21, 2023, in the Dean E. Smith Center.

on Saturday was a season low — 
partly due to UNC’s lack of trips to 
the charity stripe.

With only two minutes to go, UNC 
had shot only eight free throws, 
making just four. The Tar Heels 
finished the game going 7-12 from 
the line, well below their season 
average of 19.3 free throw attempts 
per game and shooting nearly 
20 percent less than their season 
average of 76.5 percent.

As N.C. State’s opponents have 
averaged merely 69 points this 
season, North Carolina will need 
to play aggressively in the paint to 
draw fouls and get to the line against 
the Wolfpack. Moreover, if RJ Davis 
can initiate contact more frequently 
to earn free throw attempts, UNC 

X: @anna_laible

can almost always count on two 
extra points, given the senior guard’s 
ACC-best 95 percent clip from the 
line this season.

“We’ve got playmakers like 
RJ who can get you a basket or get 
a foul and do what it takes to seal 
the deal,” graduate guard Cormac 
Ryan said at a press conference on 
Tuesday. “That’s something that 
we’re fortunate to have and we’re 
excited to use moving forward.”

Neutralize DJ Horne

A newcomer to this rivalry 
matchup is N.C. State’s leading 
scorer: guard DJ Horne, who 
averages 14.4 points.

A  g r a d u a t e  t r a n s f e r  f r o m 

Team faces 
major roster 
changes in 
new year

X: @thenoahmonroe

Arizona State, Horne ranked top-
two on the Sun Devils in both 
scoring and assists over the past 
two seasons. The 6-foot-2 veteran 
was brought in to help fill the 
void of Terquavion Smith — N.C. 
State’s top scorer last season — 
who parted ways with the program 
to go pro.

When asked on Tuesday what 
challenges Horne poses, UNC head 
coach Hubert Davis replied, “A lot.”

“ [He ’s]  very  aggress ive ,  a 
playmaker, confident, has the 
green light,” Davis said. “The type 
of attention that needs to be on 
him is the same type of attention 
you have on [Pitt’s Blake] Hinson 
and [Clemson’s Joseph] Girard 
and those type of guys.”

Horne has been strong from 
the three-point line, shooting 
at a 42.9 percent clip, and has 
hi t  79.2  percent  of  h is  f ree 
throws. Whoever is tasked with 
guarding Horne will need to limit 
catch-and-shoot looks, pay careful 
attention to ball screen action and 
avoid fouling him early.

The graduate is also averaging 
just over 30 minutes per game, 
second-most on the team behind 
guard Casey Morsell. Horne is a 
threat on the defensive end, swiping 
20 steals in 14 games.

“He’s in a really nice rhythm right 
now,” Davis said. “He’s playing at an 
extremely high level and [is] very 
difficult to defend.”

In a nutshell, limiting Horne’s 
looks early would counter N.C. 
State’s game plan, making UNC’s 
night much easier.

GAME PREVIEW

UNC to face off with unranked N.C. State

 Eric Montross died on 
Dec. 17 after a battle 

with cancer
By Shelby Swanson

Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com 

Michael Norwood’s daughter was 
two and a half years old when she 
started receiving cancer treatments 
at Duke. That year, Norwood 
attended Eric Montross’ Father’s 
Day Basketball  Camp, where 
Montross signed a hat for Norwood’s 
daughter: “Dear Nell, best wishes.”

Nell passed away later that year. 
The hat Montross signed still hangs 
on Norwood’s door.

“I don’t think he fully grasped how 
many lives he changed,” Norwood 
told The Daily Tar Heel. “Probably 

DTH FILE/HELEN MCGINNIS
Eric Montross sits at the broadcasters table before the UNC men’s basketball game against N.C. State on Jan. 29, 2022.

more than any Carolina athlete ever 
has in history.”

If you ask those who knew him, 
that story is one small sliver — one 
tiny glimpse — into the impact 
Montross had on UNC and the 
Chapel Hill community.

Montross died after his own 
months-long battle with cancer 
on Dec.  17.  After  the  news 
broke the following day,  the 
community’s response was swift 
and, for Montross’ close friends, 
emotionally overpowering.

The day after Montross died, 
UNC men’s basketball arrived in 
Charlotte to play Oklahoma in the 
Jumpman Invitational. Pat Sullivan, 
a current assistant coach who 
played alongside Montross in the 
1990s, recalled the influx of support 
— from Michigan’s Juwan Howard 
to strangers passing by on the street.

X: @shelbymswanson

“It just felt like anywhere we 
went, people had so many kind 
words about him, little stories about 
how he’d touch their lives,” Sullivan 
told The Daily Tar Heel.

Against Oklahoma, the Tar 
Heels sported Montross warmup 
shirts. Those shirts made another 
appearance when UNC took on 
Charleston Southern at home — the 
first game for North Carolina in 
the Dean E. Smith Center since 
Montross’ death.

Sullivan dropped by Montross’ old 
radio spot and left a cough drop, just 
like he always did. UNC play-by-play 
announcer and longtime coworker of 
Montross, Jones Angell, left Montross’ 
seat open in tribute. A Carolina blue 
bouquet of flowers sat on the table 
where Montross used to cover games, 
positioned delicately behind a media 
credential with Montross’ name.

The lights dimmed just before tip 
off and Angell’s voice came over the 
loudspeakers, offering a two-minute 
long speech in honor of Montross 
before a moment of silence, which 
Hubert Davis described after the 
game — with audible emotion in his 
voice — as “very sad and very hard.”

The tributes didn’t stop there. As 
recently as Saturday, the basketball 
community has continued to honor 
“Big E,” with Clemson basketball 
leaving a seat in its press area open 
for Montross during its game against 
North Carolina and continued nods 
to the former UNC center in recent 
men’s basketball telecasts.

“[TV announcer] Cory Alexander 
took the time to talk about Eric and 
how much he’s going to miss seeing 
him at the Smith Center,” Sullivan 
said. “It’s been really nice to see the 
outpouring of love and support.”

T r a v i s  S t e p h e n s o n , 
Montross’ best friend and former 
UNC teammate, said Montross 
approached his battle with cancer 
as he did all things in his life — he 
was all in. His enduring legacy, 
to Stephenson, will revolve around 
the people Montross impacted.

“A lot of charismatic people come 
in a room and the room brightens 
up, and then they leave and the 
room goes back to whatever it was,” 
Stephenson told The Daily Tar 
Heel. “Eric, he goes into a room, 
and I think when he leaves, the 
room doesn’t go back to what it was. 
The light doesn’t dim back to what 
it was. He has that longer-lasting 
impression on people.”

‘I don’t think he fully grasped how many lives he changed’
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SEASON PREVIEW

UNC gymnastics prepares to compete in spring
The Tar Heels were 
voted favorites in 
preseason polls

By Twumasi Duah-Mensah
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com 

DTH/AMANDA KIRKPATRICK 
Junior Lali Dekanoidze performs her routine on the uneven bars at the 
intrasquad meet at Fetzer Gym on Nov. 17, 2023.

D a n n a  D u r a n t e  h a s  h i g h 
hopes for the four sophomores 
on the North Carolina women’s 
gymnastics team, but the head 
coach said she needed to tweak 
their mindset.

Assistant coach Marie Denick 
asked the sophomores if it felt 
arrogant to say they wanted to 
earn a spot in a given event. They 
all nodded, so Denick and Durante 
corrected them.

“What it is, is, ‘I believe in my 
ability,’” Durante said. “‘I believe in 
my work ethic, and I believe in our 
ability as a staff and a team to get me 
prepared to compete.’”

D u r a n t e  s a i d  i t  h a s  b e e n 
fun to watch her sophomores 
transform their mindset. And, 
it’s bearing fruit: in UNC’s home 
opener, the sophomores stepped 
up to help deliver a second-place 
f in ish .  Whi le  UNC prepares 
for the inaugural ACC women’s 
gymnastics season, Durante will 
continue to challenge the class of 
2026 to see themselves through 
her eyes.

Kaya Forbes was one of the 
sophomores Durante encouraged to 
make a stronger impact in year two.

Her response? Posting the best 
floor exercise and second-best 
vault scores for UNC in its home 
opener on Friday.

“[Forbes] was better on Friday 
than she was maybe at any point 
last year,” Durante said.

In Durante’s words, Forbes’ 
biggest issue was not physical or 
technical, but instead her self-
belief. She was timid. She struggled 
to make adjustments in her routines 

DTH/AMANDA KIRKPATRICK
Junior Julia Knower performs her floor routine at the intrasquad meet at 
Fetzer Gym on Nov. 17, 2023.

on road trips when the bars, floor 
and arena all felt different.

Now, Durante sees that when 
Forbes is critiqued by her coaches, 
she looks them in the eye, takes a 
deep breath and soaks it in. Adapting 
is becoming a habit for her.

“She’s  realizing she’s  good 
enough at  even probably  75 
percent to do a level of work that 
is incredible,” Durante said.

These are the transformations 
which Durante hopes will bolster 
UNC’s depth behind its stars like 
junior Lali Dekanoidze.

Last season, Dekanoidze set 
a program record score for bars 
at 9.975. She ended the season 
as just  the f i f th Tar Heel  in 
program history to win WGCA All-
American honors, adding to her 
conference championship on bars. 
Junior Julia Knower also won a 
conference co-championship on 
the floor exercise.

UNC was voted favorites with 
N.C. State to win the ACC title in 
the preseason coaches poll. For the 
Tar Heels to separate themselves 
from the Wolfpack, they will bank 
on gymnasts outside of Dekanoidze 
and Knower to make an impact.

X: @peacegwen

FOOTBALL

Gene Chizik leaves team amid struggling defense
Former head coach 
from Georgia Tech, 
Temple to step in

By Gwen Peace 
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com 

After his second two-year stint 
in Chapel Hill, Gene Chizik is 
departing from his role as assistant 
head coach for the defense for 
North Carolina football.

UNC athletic communications 
announced the change on Jan. 3, 
alongside a statement from head 
coach Mack Brown.

“We [Brown and Chizik] met 
extensively following the season, 
and despite the improvements 
from last season to this season, we 
mutually agreed that parting ways 
would be in the best interest of 
both he and the program,” Brown 
said in the statement. “I want to 
thank Gene and his family for all 
they’ve done for our program and 
wish them nothing but the best.”

Geoff Collins, a former head 
c o a c h  a t  G e o r g i a  Te c h  a n d 
Temple, was hired as the new 
defensive coordinator on Friday 
to replace Chizik.

Chizik has been a collegiate 
coach for 28 years and has seen 
mixed success over the span of 
his career. After being released 
from a head coaching position at 
Auburn in 2012, Chizik worked as 
an ESPN analyst before returning 
to coaching in 2015, when he 
accepted the position of defensive 
coordinator at UNC.

In his first two years with the 
Tar Heels, Chizik found success 

X: @dmtwumasi

DTH/LARA CROCHIK
UNC’s former assistant head coach for defense Gene Chizik running onto the field before the game at the Duke’s 
Mayo Classic against South Carolina at Bank of America Stadium on Sept. 2, 2023. 

— leading the defense to become 
the  most  improved Power  5 
defense  in  2015.  That  same 
season, the Tar Heels achieved a 
11-3 record and played in the ACC 
Championship game to cap off an 
impressive season.

However, after returning to 
UNC in 2022, Chizik was largely 
unable to find success over the past 
two seasons.

The UNC defense ranked 95th 
nationally, 116th nationally in 2022 

and played a significant role in 
the late season collapses the team 
suffered in both years.

“Being a part of 36 wins and 
two ACC Coastal Championships 
during my four years at UNC has 
truly been a blessing,” Chizik said 
in the statement. “Mack Brown 
and I will  continue to be the 
closest of friends and I want to 
wish all of the coaches, players and 
administration the best moving 
forward. I love these young men 

at UNC and will always be grateful 
that our paths crossed.”

Collins, Chizik’s replacement, 
boasts 27 years of collegiate 
coaching experience.

Most recently, Collins served as 
the Georgia Tech head coach — a 
position he held for four years 
before being let go midseason 
in 2022. A former linebacker at 
Western Carolina, Collins was a 
defensive coordinator at Florida, 
Mississippi State and Florida 

International before coaching at 
Temple and Georgia Tech.

“We couldn’t be more excited 
to welcome Geoff Collins, his wife 
Jennifer, and their daughter Astrid 
to the Carolina football family,” 
Brown said in a statement released 
by UNC athletic communications 
on Friday. “Geoff is a brilliant 
defensive mind, who has been 
successful at a number of different 
locations as both a head coach 
and a coordinator. His experience 
shows that he knows what it takes 
to lead the men in our program, 
and he’ll utilize that experience for 
the benefit of our defense.”

Brown went on to state that 
Collins had spent his year away 
from coaching watching film and 
preparing a defensive plan of an 
attack that would pinpoint areas 
where improvement is needed.

“This past year has been a very 
valuable experience personally, 
studying the game from a unique 
perspective, following the trends, 
a n d  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  m y  n e x t 
coaching position,” Collins stated. 
“I’m ready for this challenge. I’m 
excited for this challenge, and I 
can’t wait to get to Chapel Hill and 
get started.”

Additionally, defensive line 
coach Tim Cross will be replaced 
by current senior defense analyst 
Ted Monachino, who joined the 
program ahead of the 2023 season.

UNC has yet to hold a press 
conference for the coaching changes.

Going into their first meet, the 
Tar Heels were not fully healthy, 
with a couple of injuries to first-
years and another team member 
contract ing  COVID-19.  UNC 

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER
Sophomore Kaya Forbes competes on floor exercise during UNC gymnastics’ 
home tri-meet on Jan. 23, 2023.

could only field five floor exercise 
competitors instead of a full six as 
a result.

A few errors meant the Tar 
Heels’ floor score was the lowest 
of any team at the meet. Despite 
this, Forbes posted the second-
highest floor score of anyone at the 
meet and fellow sophomore Amy 
Wozniak also recorded a strong 
performance with UNC’s second-
highest score in the floor event.

Durante insisted that there is 
no panic. With the team already 
flexing some of its newfound 
depth, she knows her team will 
get even more of its depth back.

“Someone said to me yesterday, 
‘The rising tide raises all ships,’” 
Durante said. “And I love that.”
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UNC women’s basketball to face Florida State
Three keys for this 

week’s away matchup 
against FSU

By Emma Moon
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com 

On Thursday, the No. 20 North 
Carolina women’s basketball team 
will travel to Tallahassee, Fla. to 
take on No. 21 Florida State for 
the team’s third-straight ACC-
ranked matchup. 

After the Tar Heels secured 
their f irst  ranked win of the 
season  aga inst  then-No.  25 
Syracuse, they followed up with a 
road upset at then-No. 18 Notre 
Dame on Sunday, maintaining a 
perfect ACC record. But even for a 
crescendoing UNC group, the high-
scoring Seminoles will still likely 
pose a challenge. FSU previously 
defeated then-No. 11 Tennessee 
and most recently took then-No. 
3 N.C. State to overtime, before 
eventually falling 88-80. 

Here are three keys for the Tar 
Heels to extend their five-game 
winning streak:

DTH/KENNEDY COX
Senior guard Alyssa Ustby (1) and junior forward Maria Gakdeng (5) sit on 
the bench before the women’s basketball game against Oklahoma during 
the Jumpman Invitational at Spectrum Center on Dec. 19, 2023.

Confronting a blistering FSU offense
 

Ta’Niya Latson’s 21.1 points per 
game  ranks second in the ACC and 
16th nationally. The sophomore 
guard recently dropped 30 points 
against N.C. State and only recorded 
two single-digit games this season. 
She spearheads a potent Florida 
State offense that scores 84.4 points 
per game — good for second in the 
ACC and top15 nationally.

Meanwhile, the Tar Heels’ 70.5 
points per game are third worst out 
of the conference’s 15  teams, so it’s 
safe to say UNC wouldn’t be able 
to keep pace with the fast-paced 
Seminoles in a shootout. While 
UNC graduate guard Lexi Donarski, 
senior forward Alyssa Ustby and 
senior guard Deja Kelly will likely 
continue to serve as the offense’s 
focal points, the Tar Heels’ success 
will likely come from sticking to its 
defensive strengths.

Showing post presence 

If there is one thing head coach 
Courtney Banghart prides her team 
on, it’s defense.

N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ’s  d e f e n s e 
allowed only 56.5 points per game, 

good for second in the ACC.
The Tar Heels ’  defense is 

highlighted by its front court 
tandem in Ustby and junior center 
Maria Gakdeng, along with  an elite 
perimeter defender in Donarski, who 
was the 2022 Big 12 Defensive Player 

of the Year before she transferred 
from Iowa State.

Considering Latson is one of the 
best slashing guards in the country 
— only 16.6 percent of her field 
goal attempts this season have been 
3-pointers — the lack of space in 

the paint should help neutralize 
the guard and, consequently, help 
contain FSU’s offense overall.

Building on basics 

During the Tar Heel’s 12-day 
break in December, Banghart took 
time to work on offensive problems 
that plagued the guards — such as 
simple hand and foot placement 
adjustments — during the first 12 
games of the season. 

Though North Carolina is positioned 
in the ACC’s bottom five in scoring and 
3-point field goals, the team steadily 
improved offensively during the last 
three games. The Tar Heels sported 
a 50 percent field goal percentage 
against Syracuse, partially due to 
Ustby’s efficient triple-double. In their 
other two conference matchups, they 
shot around the 40 percent mark. 

To beat FSU, UNC will have 
to rely on a combination of its 
emerging offense — one that is 
still plagued by missed free throws 
and ranks No. 334 in free-throw 
percentage across DI programs — 
and consistent defense to maintain 
a perfect conference record.

X: @_emmahmoon
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Bacot  ‘playing with a 
sense of urgency’ in win

leading rebounder, led UNC in 
rebounds for the eighth time this 
season and 108th time in his career.

Just days removed from eclipsing 
the 2,000-point mark in a win at 
Pittsburgh, Saturday saw Bacot 
climb the ladder further — passing 
UNC legends Charlie Scott and Al 
Wood on the all-time scoring list to 
rise to fifth place.

Not that Bacot pays that any mind.
“No, I’m not aware of that,” Bacot 

said. “But I mean, I’m just glad to do it.”
Really, a game like Saturday — the 

third time this season and 25th time 
as a Tar Heel he’s had 15 or more 
rebounds —  comes as no surprise 
to Bacot. It’s not shocking to head 
coach Hubert Davis either.

Speaking about his star big man, 
whom he has previously called 
on to be the best rebounder in the 
country, Davis said plainly, “He was 
good today.”

“It’s just so big for us because not 
only can he score down there, but PJ 
Hall fouled out, so he gets our team 
into the penalty,” Davis said. “He 
opens up things from the outside and 
driving opportunities and then when 
he’s defending and rebounding like 
he is and staying out of foul trouble 
— he’s a pretty impactful player.”

To prepare for Hall, who Bacot 
has now outrebounded 40-11 in four 
career matchups, the AP preseason 
All-American said he simply 
“watched a ton of film on him.”

The X-factor? Not letting Hall get 
to his spots.

“Playing at Carolina, y’all know, it’s 
tough when you’re playing against 
someone who’s tough specifically in X: @shelbymswanson

DTH/AVA SHARON
UNC graduate center Armando Bacot (5) speaks to a teammate during the 
men’s basketball game against Clemson on Saturday at Littlejohn Coliseum. 
UNC beat Clemson 65-55.

the post just because we don’t double 
the post when we play one-on-one,” 
Bacot said. “When you’re playing a 
guy like that, you gotta be urgent. I 
knew coming into this game I had to 
have an aggressive approach.”

Bacot’s physical presence limited 
Hall to only 10 points — cutting in 
half his average of 20 per game. It 
also allowed UNC to out-rebound 
Clemson, 44-33, for which Bacot’s 
teammates were very grateful.

Junior Harrison Ingram, standing 
outside the Clemson visiting locker 
room following the win, was asked 
how much the graduate center helps 
him on the boards.

He just smiled.
“It’s so much easier,” Ingram said.
Sophomore  forward  Ja len 

Washington echoed his teammate, 
calling Bacot “resilient.” Senior 
guard RJ Davis put it even more 
plainly, “when he’s aggressive, we’re 
really good.”

For a team that’s recently been 
challenged by their head coach to be 
more physical — to the point of Davis 
making players run or sit out during 
practice if they don’t rebound — Bacot’s 
been a North Star. And thanks to his 
three double-doubles in UNC’s three 
conference games so far, the Tar Heels 
are off to their best start in ACC play 
since the 2015-2016 season.

“This is his last year,” Davis 
said of Bacot. “He doesn’t have 
another year. This is it. And when 
you understand that, ‘This is it,’ you 
have an awareness of wanting to 
leave and go out the right way. He’s 
playing with a sense of urgency that 
I love watching.”

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

North Carolina wins on the 
road against No. 16 Notre Dame
Indya Nivar delivers 
clutch performance 

in fourth quarter

By Emma Moon
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com 

With under two minutes 
remaining in the fourth quarter, 
Indya Nivar looked at the North 
Carolina bench. After scoring 
a clutch left-handed layup, the 
sophomore guard said she looked 
at her teammates for one reason: 
to celebrate.

Although this reaction was in part 
due to the new three-point lead the 
Tar Heels took late in the game, the 
look meant much more to Nivar. 
Her glance toward her teammates 
was a silent message that she wanted 
to share with the people who have 
supported her all season.

After struggling to find her 
place in a new setting and team 
— averaging around 6.5 points per 
game — Nivar was finally back.

On Sunday night, Nivar’s team-
high 16 points off the bench lifted 
the unranked UNC women’s 
basketball team to a 61-57 upset 
over No. 16 Notre Dame. The 
North Carolina native and 
Stanford transfer erupted for 
10 of the Tar Heels’ 16 fourth-
quarter points in UNC’s first true 
road game of the season — helping 
the program earn its first ever win 
in Purcell Pavilion.

However, in the first 15 seconds 
of the fourth quarter, Nivar walked 
to the half-court line and clapped 
her hands in frustration.

In an effort to turn an early play 
into a steal, the guard ran into 
Notre Dame’s Hannah Hidalgo 
and picked up her fourth foul. 
After showing her anger for the 
misread that put her in deeper 
foul trouble, Nivar high-fived her 
teammates and focused in once 
again. A little over a minute later, 
she drove to the basket — without 
hesitation — while being crowded 
by the Fighting Irish.

While Nivar describes this 
patient playing style as just 
“being a little bit smarter” — not 

DTH/NATE SKVORETZ
Sophomore guard Indya Nivar (24) high-fives fans after the women’s 
basketball game against Western Carolina in Carmichael Arena on Dec. 15, 
2023. UNC beat Western Carolina 96-36.

reaching in for the ball or going too 
hard for rebounds, for example — 
she refused to be unassertive late in 
the game even with the potential of 
fouling out.

After a jumper in the paint, the 
guard made another layup. This 
time, she drew the foul with it: and-
1. By the time the Fighting Irish 
managed to end a four-minute 
drought, Nivar had already scored 
North Carolina’s first seven points 
of the fourth quarter to keep the Tar 
Heels in the game without senior 
guard, leading scorer and captain 
Deja Kelly on the floor.

For  head  coach  Courtney 

Banghart, Nivar’s success comes 
from one thing — she has “leaned in.”

A cross-country transition — even 
if it means coming home for players 
like Nivar, an Apex native — is 
rarely easy. Oftentimes, it requires 
a complete change of mindset, for 
which Banghart said not everyone 
is equipped.

“It’s an under-told story how 
transferring is a disruption to your 
own journey at times,” Banghart said.

For Nivar, going all in comes 
with ownership. With a supportive 
team and coach behind her, she 
challenges herself to go to the gym 
more, meet with Banghart one-on-
one and work with her positioning 
coach. Over the last couple of 

weeks, this has been Nivar’s tried-
and-true script.

“I need to stack days repetitively 
to get where I want to be,” she said.

And this adherence to completely 
“leaning in” is evident. Even though 
the guard had four fouls on Sunday, 
she found backdoor cuts and open 
lanes against an elite Notre Dame 
squad with a newfound confidence.

With Nivar spearheading the 
fourth quarter, graduate guard 
Lexi Donarski — another transfer 
who has “leaned in”, according 
to Banghart — believes the Tar 
Heels were able to strike in the 
last moments to pull off a win due 

to their energy and adaptability.
“It was our effort,” Donarski, 

the Iowa State transfer, said. “We 
had five people on the floor that 
really bought into that.”

All reasons stem from the team-
wide attitude that Banghart has tried 
to curate this season. It’s an attitude 
most recently exemplified by Nivar 
on Sunday — a will to perform and 
contribute everything to the team.

However, after the game, all 
Nivar could do was smile following 
her long-overdue performance.

“It’s been a while,” Nivar said. 
“I’m glad to be making clutch plays 
at the end of the game like that.”

X: @_emmahmoon
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