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ELECTIONS

N.C. extends voting right to thousands

DTH GRAPHIC /CARSON ELM-PICARD

Those on probation, parole 
or post-release supervision 

can now register

Following a March ruling from 
the Wake County Superior Court, 
the North Carolina Court of Appeals 
officially expanded voting rights on 
July 27 to tens of thousands of North 
Carolinians with felony convictions 
who are not in jail or prison.

The 2-1 ruling in Community 
Success Initiative v. Moore said the 
denial of voting rights to people 
on probation,  parole or post-
release supervision violates N.C. 
Constitution’s Equal Protection Clause 
because the denial discriminates 
against Black individuals and restricts 
all people on felony supervision from 
their voting rights.

The court also decided the statute 
violated the Free Elections Clause of 
the N.C. Constitution by preventing 
elections that would accurately 

represent the will of the people.
Before the ruling was implemented 

by the Court of Appeals, people 
with felony convictions who were 
not in jail or prison could not vote 
under a 1973 general statute. Once 
all sentences and post-release 
supervision, probation or parole 
were completed, voting rights were 
automatically restored. 

According to evidence cited in 
Community Success Initiative v. 
Moore, more than 56,000 people 
who have been denied voting rights 
under the almost 50-year-old statute 
will become newly eligible.

Traci Burch, a political science 
professor at Northwestern University 
and expert witness in the case, 
estimated at least 20 percent of the 
people denied voting rights would 
vote in the next election. 

This percentage would be at least 
11,000 people, a number that would 
be enough to substantially impact 
future local and statewide elections, 
according to Burch.

By Ethan E. Horton
City & State  Assistant Editor

city@dailytarheel.com
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UPCOMING SEASON

UNC women’s soccer team make gains on, off field

Following a long summer of 
battling the humid Southern heat, 
the North Carolina women’s soccer 
team gathered indoors for a different 
type of challenge.

The gauntlet standing before 
t h e m  w a s  t h e  b e e p  t e s t  –  a 
running drill where players line 
up and run 20 meters between 
timed intervals.

A s  t h e  t e a m  p a c e d  b a c k 
and forth,  head coach Anson 
Dorrance grazed 
t h e  s i d e l i n e 
a n d  w i t n e s s e d 
something he had 
yet to see in his 
44-year tenure. 
By the time the 
test concluded, 
more players had 
finished with 40 or 50 reps than 
any previous year. 

T h e  2 0 2 1  s e a s o n  w a s  a n 
aberration for a program accustomed 
to being viewed as one of the nation’s 
best. After a year of dubious firsts 
– missing the ACC Tournament 
entirely and dropping the opening 
game of the NCAA Tournament 
against South Carolina – the hunger 
to get back on top has resonated with 
the No. 10 Tar Heels throughout the 
grueling offseason.

“Last season left a sour taste in my 
mouth, for sure,” junior forward Avery 

Patterson said. “I think we have something 
to prove, so that’s our main goal.”

One of the main deviations 
from the norm last season was the 
team’s scoring, as the Tar Heels 
lack of explosiveness led to seven 
overtime contests, three of which 
resulted in draws. 

Patterson said associate head 
coach Damon Nahas has worked 
with the team through attacking 
situations with the hopes of the 
Tar Heels finding the back of the 
net more frequently. This training 
has already been paying dividends, 
with the team scoring seven 

goals and putting up 61 shots in 
exhibition play.

Top to bottom, Dorrance said 
this roster is the deepest he has 
ever coached. The Tar Heels bring 
back senior defender Maycee Bell 
and junior forward Sam Meza, who 
were both named to the Preseason 
All-ACC team. Sophomore forward 
Emily Murphy – who has experience 
playing with the English national 
team – will  also provide key 
experience up top.

While seniors Aleigh Gambone 
and Tori Hansen have taken over 

in terms of leadership, the team’s 
talented group of incoming first-
years have arrived to Chapel Hill 
ready to make an immediate 
impact on the field. 

First-year Tessa Dellarose, who 
will play left back, shattered the 
program beep test record with 57 
reps. First-year Tori DellaPeruta, 
who joins her older sister, Talia, 
already netted two goals in the Tar 
Heels’ two exhibition wins.

But perhaps no addition is as 
intriguing as Ally Sentnor, the 
former United States Coaches’ All-
American High School Player of 

the Year. Despite 
tearing her ACL 
in an exhibition 
a g a i n s t  U N C W 
last season, she is 
already playing for 
the United States in 
the U-20 World Cup 
just 12 months later.

Dorrance said last season could 
have played out differently if Sentnor 
was available to play. But with an 
injury of that magnitude, he does 
not plan to put her in a position to 
aggravate her injury in the early part 
of the season.

“She’s the best player of her 
generation,” Dorrance said. “Now, 
are we going to see the best player 
of her generation right now in 
August? No, ACL full recovery 

SEE TAR HEELS PAGE 20

Tar Heels seek their first national championship in a decade
By Hunter Nelson

Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com

UNIVERSITY
UNC offers resources to promote 
safer sex for students on campus 

• Organizations like the Healthy 
Heels Ambassadors plan to provide 
health and STI-prevention services for  
the upcoming semester.  Page  4

CITY & STATE
ALDI grocery story opens its first 
location in Chapel Hill

• The location is part of the German 
supermarket chain’s expansion, and 
aims to make shopping a faster and 
easier process for patrons. Page  8 

OPINION
Our columnists speak about
 post -Roe reality, bodily autonomy 
and women’s health 

• Abortion will likely be a major 
campaign topic in the N.C. General 
Assembly election this year. Page 10

INSIDE
ELEVATE
Residents in a local afforable 
housing community face eviction

• Some residents of University 
Gardens recieved letters from their 
landlord stating they had to vacate 
their apartments by Aug. 1  Page 12

SPORTS
North Carolina’s volleyball team 
prepares for a tough 2022 season

• The Tar Heels are coming to grips 
with the departure of key figures 
from last year – like now-graduated 
Nia Robinson.  Page 19

DTH/ANNA CONNORS
Junior forward Sam Meza (1) powers past a BYU defender during UNC’s second 
exhibition match of the season at Dorrance Field on Aug. 13, 2022. UNC won 2-0.

DTH/ANNA CONNORS
Freshman forward Tori Dellaperuta (9) is embraced by her teammates after scoring 
her second goal in as many games on Aug. 13, 2022. UNC beat BYU 2-0.

“I think this year’s team chemistry is off the wall. 
 I don’t think I’ve been on a team with 

chemistry like this.”
Maycee Bell
senior defender
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local community has to offer. Every time you make a 

purchase at a local business, you support local jobs and 
help preserve the character of this community we all love. 
Visit carolinachamber.org/local-business-directory to find 

extraordinary businesses ready to serve you!
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MIDTERM ELECTIONS

N.C. Green Party appears on ballot

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/LARA CROCHIK
The N.C. Green Party was recently certified as an official political party and 
will appear on general election ballots for the midterms.

After allegations of fraud and 
a past denial of certification by 
the North Carolina State Board of 
Elections, the N.C. Green Party was 
recently certified as an official party 
and will appear on general election 
ballots for the 2022 midterms.

The NCSBE voted unanimously to 
recognize the Green Party on Aug. 1, 
according to a press release. The Board 
will be creating new voter registration 
forms that include the Green Party.

However, this certification did 
not automatically guarantee that the 
Green Party would appear on the Nov. 
8 general election ballot. The deadline 
to submit nominees for this year’s 
elections was July 1, but the NCSBE 
denied the party on June 30 in a 3-2 
vote. But an Aug. 5 decision by the 
U.S. District Court means the party 
will appear on the ballot. 

In the June decision, the board 
cited an ongoing investigation 
into “evidence of fraud and other 
irregularities in the petition process 
used to seek ballot access for the party,” 
according to a June 30 press release.

The process to be certified as a 
recognized political party in North 
Carolina requires that the party meet 
one of three criteria. The Green Party 
failed to fulfill two criteria — receiving 
2 percent of the votes cast in the most 
recent general election or having a 
candidate on the general election ballot 
in at least 70 percent of the states in the 
most recent presidential election.

Because of this, it was forced to 

pursue the third option: petition 
process. This process required the 
party to create a petition that received 
signatures equal to at least 0.25 
percent of those who voted in the most 
recent election for governor.

The Green Party was last recognized 
as a political party in 2021 after being 
added to the ballot in 2018, when the 
NCSBE changed the policy regarding 
political party certification. 

“Until 2018, I think there was a 
threshold of 90,000 signatures that 
you needed, which is not insubstantial 
— it would take a lot of effort to get 
90,000 unique signatures,” William 

Goldsmith, a UNC professor of public 
policy, said. “So it was very difficult 
for third parties to get on the ballot in 
North Carolina for many decades.”

After its certification was denied 
in June, the Green Party filed a 
complaint in federal district court 
on July 21 against the NCSBE.

The Green Party’s complaint stated 
that it had complied with all the 
requirements to qualify as a new party, 
saying the Board was investigating 
unspecified allegations of fraud in 
petition signing for the certification.

“They provided no evidence, so how 
can we defend ourselves against it,” 

Michael Trudeau, secretary of the state 
Green Party and candidate for District 
16 in the North Carolina Senate, said. 

The NCSBE did not respond to The 
Daily Tar Heel’s request for comment 
by the time of publication. 

On Aug. 5, four days after the 
NCSBE certified the Green Party, the 
U.S. District Court ruled in favor of the 
party, stating that it must be allowed 
to appear on the ballot in November. 

Trudeau said the Green Party is a 
left-wing, anti-capitalist alternative 
to the Democratic and Republican 
parties. He said some specific policies 
the party calls for are free public 
higher education, decriminalization 
of drug use, decrease of the military 
budget and implementation of 
universal health care. 

“We are a social justice, racial justice 
and ecological and environmental 
justice platform and think that all those 
issues are intertwined and you can’t 
have some without the others,” he said. 

Goldsmith said that while he does 
not think that the Green Party will 
gain traction in North Carolina, the 
additional party on the ballot could split 
the vote for Democratic candidates.

“Anytime we have these very narrow 
races, there is always the chance that, 
however few the votes might be that 
would go to the Green Party, that it 
would be enough to affect the outcome 
of the election,” he said.

Trudeau added that the Green 
Party held a rally after the ruling to 
celebrate the district court’s decision. 
He said that, despite the success, he 
thinks the reputation of the Green 
Party has already been damaged 
because of allegations of fraud, 
which he denied.

The group was recently 
certified after allegations 
of fraud and past denial

Elizabeth Egan
Community Engagement Director 

city@dailytarheel.com

“There is always the chance that, however few the votes 
might be that would go to the Green Party, that it would 

be enough to affect the outcome of the election.” 
William Goldsmith

UNC professor of public policy

Twitter: @_elizabethegan
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DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/ANNIE LE BARON
Student reviews monkeypox Frequently Asked Questions on UNC’s Campus Health website on Aug. 13, 2022.

As monkeypox case numbers 
continue to rise in North Carolina, 
UNC is continuing research and 
taking action to flatten the curve.  

UNC is one of only three academic 
medical centers in the U.S. conducting 
monkeypox testing. According to 
Media Relations, Campus Health is 
prepared to identify symptoms and 
test when clinically indicated.

Although   Campus Health has been 
approved as a monkeypox vaccine 
provider by the North Carolina 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, they have not yet received 
any vaccine doses due to supply chain 
availability, per Media Relations. 

Monkeypox was first recognized 
in 1958 in primates and is endemic to 
West and Central Africa, Dr. David 
Weber, a professor of medicine, 
pediatrics and epidemiology at 
UNC, said.

Previously,  the disease was 
mostly observed sporadically, 
possibly transmitting from animals 
to humans, Dr. Myron Cohen, a 

professor of medicine, microbiology 
and immunology and epidemiology 
at UNC, said.

Dr. Cohen said the virus spreads 
through close physical interaction 
with infected individuals, most 
often by prolonged skin-to-skin 
contact, commonly during sexual 
intercourse. However it is not a 
sexually transmitted disease. 

“You can get it through sex, but 
it’s not the sex that’s giving it to you 
— it’s the skin-to-skin contact,” Dr. 
Weber said. 

According to the CDC,  99 percent 
of reported monkeypox cases in the 
U.S. occurred in men, 94 percent of 
whom reported recent male-to-male 
sexual or close intimate contact shortly 
before exhibiting symptoms. However, 
Dr. Wohl said he is confident the 
spread will start to be seen in other 
populations.

“I think it’s foolish and narrow-
minded to think that this is going to 
only be something that we see among 
men who have sex with men,” he said. 
“(Monkeypox) clearly will be spread 
through intimate and close contact.” 

Symptoms are seen within three 
weeks of exposure to the virus, including 
fever, chills, headache, muscle aches, 
fatigue, swollen lymph nodes, clear or 
pus-filled bumps and rashes. 

Dr. Weber said Campus Health 
faculty members are helping lead a 

soon-coming national clinical trial of 
Tecovirimat — a treatment drug for 
the monkeypox virus.

Currently, vaccines are available 
to people with known or suspected 
exposure to monkeypox, as well 
as men who have sex with men or 
transgender individuals who have 
a history of multiple or anonymous 
sex partners. Certain health care 
workers designated by public 

health authorities are also eligible, 
according to Campus Health. 

Any person meeting one of the 
above eligibility criteria may call 
919-560-9217 to request vaccination 
at the Durham County Department 
of Public Health.

“We have a bunch of tools at our 
disposal and we’re pretty prepared 
to recognize the infection and deal 
with the infection,” said Dr. Cohen. 

“We don’t anticipate this is going to 
be common among college students,” 
Dr.  Cohen said. “It ’s  not our 
anticipation that this will become 
a common infection. And the way 
people can reduce their probability 
of infection is by judicious intimate 
behavior.”

EPIDEMIOLOGY

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

UNC sophomore set to publish debut novel next year

When UNC sophomore Victoria 
Wlosok was just fourteen years old, 
she began participating in a tradition 
that changed her life.

National Novel Writing Month, 
known in the literary world as 
NaNoWriMo, occurs every November 
and sees participants attempt to write 
50,000 words of a novel in one month.

Wlosok’s NaNoWriMo in 2020 
proved to be a successful one, as that 
fateful first draft ultimately landed 
her a two-book deal with a respected 
publishing company during her first 
year of college.

“This has been my childhood 
dream since I was literally like five 
years old,” Wlosok said. “So the fact 
that I’ve managed to achieve it while 
I was a freshman in college, without 
even taking any English classes for 
my major yet — that was pretty cool.”

Wlosok’s novel, a YA thriller titled 
“How To Find A Missing Girl”, is set 
to release in fall 2023.

“It’s a sapphic YA thriller about 
a 17-year-old amateur sleuth 
who decides to investigate the 
disappearance of her ex-girlfriend 
a year after her own sister went 
missing,” Wlosok said. “And her 
ex-girlfriend happens to be the 
creator of a notorious podcast — a 
notorious local true crime podcast — 
about the disappearance of the main 
character’s sister.”

Wlosok cites Holly Jackson’s “A 
Good Girl’s Guide to Murder” series 
and Karen M. McManus’ novel 

“One of Us is Lying” as sources of 
inspiration, as well as the TV series 
“How To Get Away with Murder” 
and the video game “Life is Strange”.

“How To Find A Missing Girl” 
features coming-of-age themes of 
trauma, grief and isolation, as well 
as LGBTQ+ joy.

Wlosok’s literary agent, UNC 
alumna Jessica Errera, focuses on 
acquiring diverse voices for her 
pieces of literature. 

“Victoria mentioned in her query 
letter that the whole cast was largely 
LGBTQ, which was something that 
was super intriguing to me,” Errera said.

Wlosok signed with Errera in 
September 2021, submitted her work 
to editors at publishing companies 
in January 2022 and landed a 
publishing deal two months later 
with Little, Brown — all while being 
a full-time UNC student.

Wlosok’s work ethic impressed 
her high school teachers and college 
professors alike.

“I’m glad she’s not inclined 
towards world domination, because 

we’d all be doomed,” joked Clint 
Alexander, Wlosok’s high school 
English teacher and creative writing 
club leader. 

Wlosok’s UNC poetry professor 
echoed Alexander’s praise.

“I think Victoria is a one-of-
a-kind young writer and I think 
she is at the start of a long and 
wonderful career,” Ross White, 
the director of creative writing in 
UNC’s Department of English and 
Comparative Literature, said.

As Wlosok eagerly waits for her 
book to hit shelves nationwide, she’ll 
continue to juggle her dual life as an 
author and busy student.

“It is hard to be a student and an 
author at the same time,” Wlosok 
said. “But I think I’ve been handling 
it pretty well so far. And I’m just 
excited to keep doing it.”

PHOTO BY CHRIS OCANA/COURTESY OF VICTORIA WLOSOK

Sophomore Victoria Wlosok will 
publish her first book, “How To Find 
A Missing Girl,” in fall 2023.

CPA prepares for first in-person season since start of pandemic
ARTS AND CULTURE

DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS
Memorial Hall is draped in banners for their 22’-23’ season on Aug. 7, 2022. 
Carolina Performing Arts shares their schedule of events on their website.

A f t e r  y e a r s  o f  C O V I D -1 9 
precautions in the theater, Carolina 
Performing Arts is looking forward 
to gathering in person for the 
upcoming fall season. CPA will 
reprise fan favorites and introduce 
new works to the program. 

“It’s a family reunion, bringing 
our artists back, bringing our 
audience back, bringing students 
back to campus fully,” said Alison 
M. Friedman, the James and Susan 
Moeser executive and artistic 
director of Carolina Performing Arts. 

Since the beginning of the 
pandemic, CPA has produced a hybrid 
of both digital and limited in-person 
experiences, but the fall 2022 season is 
scheduled to be completely in-person. 

D e s p i t e  t h e  p r e v i o u s 
complexities that the pandemic 
caused, officials at CPA discovered 
w a y s  t o  e n j o y  t h e  a r t s  i n 
unprecedented situations. 

“How do we still present arts 
experiences in a way that people 
can enjoy and engage with, but 
knowing that they won’t be coming 
to the venues?” Jane O’Hara, 
associate director of marketing and 
communications for CPA, asked.   

T hroughout  the  upcoming 
season, O’Hara said that CPA 
remains committed to the safety of 
its audience as they welcome back 
a fully open and interactive season 
with pre-pandemic capacities.

CPA will begin their season with 
a performance by The Soul Rebels 
and special guest Big Freedia, an 
American hip-hop artist. The Soul 
Rebels are a brass ensemble band 
with a New Orleans sound whose 
concert will welcome audience 
members into the pit so they can 
fully immerse themselves in the 
music and dance. 

S e l e c t  s e a t s  f o r  a l l  C PA 
performances are available to UNC 
students for only $10. Carolina 
Covenant and Buckley Public Service 
scholars are eligible for free admission 
to any art experience at CPA.

Ye-Bon Hong, a sophomore 
majoring in dramatic art said that 
theater is something that should 
be as accessible and expressible 
as possible, but is sometimes only 
available to the upper class. 

“Theater is a luxury,” Hong said. 
“Being able to afford to go to the 
theater, being able to participate in 
theater — that’s a luxury that kids 
don’t get access to. It’s wonderful 
they’re doing that because I think 
Carolina really needs to embrace the 
diversity that we do have and also 
showcase what it can be.”

Vaccines are available 
for some through public 

health department
By Keerthana Gotur

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @KeerthanaGotur

“How to Find a Missing 
Girl” focuses on 

LGBTQ+ joy
By Adele Morris

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @adelepmorris17

UNC health experts explain monkeypox outbreak

The season will begin 
with a performance 

from The Soul Rebels
By Fiona Hasanaj

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dailytarheel
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Safety is sexy: Safer sex resources on campus

College students have a lot of 
sex, statistically. 

However, college students are 
using contraceptives and condoms 
less and less each year. A 2018 
study of college students across the 
country published in the Journal of 
Sex Research found that males not in 
a serious relationship and females in 
a serious relationship indicated the 
largest decreases in condom usage.

Sexual health is as important as 
ever. Contraceptives and condoms, 
especially, help promote safer sex, as 
they are effective against unintended 
pregnancies and sexually transmitted 
infections such as HIV, gonorrhea, 
chlamydia, and trichomoniasis. 

The term “safer sex” refers to 
anything that lowers the risk of 
sexually transmitted infections. 
While some call it “safe sex,” no 
type of sex with a partner can be 
guaranteed to be 100 percent safe. 

C a r e s s  R o a c h ,  t h e  h e a l t h 
promotion and well-being programs 
coordinator at UNC Student Wellness, 
emphasized the importance of sexual 

education and the importance of 
violence prevention coordinators in 
helping students get the access to 
resources they need. For example, the 
SAFE at UNC program allows anyone 
to file a report to law enforcement 
and/or the University, with an option 
to report it anonymously. 

The Gender Violence Services 
Coordinators (GVSC) also provides 
resources for all students and 
employees who have been impacted 
by sexual violence. 

Safer sex supplies are available at 
no cost at several campus locations. 
Condoms are available in the Student 
Union bathrooms near Alpine 
Bagel, and other safer sex supplies 
can be found at the Student Stores 
Pharmacy and Campus Health. 

Students may also request safer sex 
supplies from Resident Advisors (RAs) 
and Community Directors (CDs).

UNC organizations such as the 
Healthy Heels Ambassadors (hha!) 
and the Pleasure Activists plan 
to provide services surrounding 
health and wellness during the 
upcoming semester.

“At hha!, our mission is to inspire 
change towards better wellness for 
all through education,” said Brooke 
Lester, co-president of the Healthy 
Heels Ambassadors. “Facilitating 
open discussions about health and 
wellness is a large component of that.” 

The group regularly hosts workshops 

about facilitating discussion about 
important characteristics of healthy 
relationships, such as communication 
strategies and defining individual 
wants, needs and boundaries. 

The workshops actively benefit 
students by allowing a safe space 
for them to comfortably discuss and 
ask questions about topics related 
to all dimensions of wellness, 
Lester said. 

Naima Cooper, a UNC alumnus 
and one of the founders of the 
Pleasure Activists, said discussing 
safe sex is imperative — not only in 
the UNC community but worldwide.

“If someone has a desire to have 
sex, they are worthy and deserving 
of having a pleasurable experience,” 
Cooper said. “However, without the 
proper education or resources, sex 
can very easily become physically 
and emotionally damaging.”

Cooper said many college students 
receive very little or inaccurate sex 
education from schools, family 
members, peers and media due to 
sex being seen as taboo. In addition, 
Cooper said many students are 
taught that relationships look a 
certain way. 

“This is why we must take an 
active role in destigmatizing these 
conversations, unlearning false and 
oppressive notions around sex and 
pleasure and equipping ourselves 
with the necessary information 

around how to practice safe sex,” 
Cooper added. 

The Pleasure Activists plan 
to host several events during the 
fall semester, such as workshops 
about  heal thy  re lat ionships , 
body confidence, sexual health, 
boundaries, sexual literature and 
pole dancing. 

For students who want to learn 
more about sexual health awareness 
at UNC, Student Wellness provides 
Sexual Health and Relationship 
Education (S.H.A.R.E.), which 

guides students through existing 
health and sexual health resources 
and creates  non- judgmental 
spaces for discussions. Students 
can schedule a meeting on the 
organization’s website.

Free and confidential STI testing 
is also available to students at 
Campus Health, the Orange County 
Health Department and Student 
Health Action Coalition (SHAC). 

Contraceptives and 
condoms are available for 
free in the Student Union

By Emily Shih
Senior Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

DTH/ANDREW LAM
DTH Photo Illustration. UNC provides free supplies at a variety of locations 
around campus to help students engage in safer sex, including condoms. 

Twitter: @dailytarheel

STUDENT LIFE

UNC switches class websites from Sakai to Canvas 

After years of UNC students using 
Sakai, recent rumors around campus 
indicate that the University may now 
be moving away from the software. 

The rumors are true. The University 
will continue transitioning to Canvas 
— the learning management system 
with the largest market share in 
North America — as its primary 
course website hub.

Professors will have the option 
to use either Sakai or Canvas this 
upcoming semester, allowing for 
a smooth transition period. This 
means students might be using both 
learning systems this fall depending 
on instructor preference.

Suzanne Cadwell, UNC’s director 
of educational technologies, said she 
hopes UNC will fully transition to 

using Canvas so that it does not have 
to support and use both systems. 

“We hope that it happens sooner 
rather than later, but it is absolutely 
at the discretion of the academic 
units to make that decision — so we 
support them,” she said.

Students seem to agree. UNC 
junior Emma Brown said that while 
she has never used Canvas before, 
she prefers that the University use 
only one application.

“It’s just kind of important to me 
to have everything consolidated as 
much as possible,” Brown said. “So, 
I’d prefer to fully use Canvas or Sakai.”

The University started the switch 
to Canvas during the fall 2021 
semester, by having a small cohort 
of eight courses pilot the application. 

 “We had a smaller cohort for fall, 
and that particular cohort actually 
skewed more positively for Canvas,” 
Cadwell said. “With the larger cohort, 

it came out essentially a little in favor 
of Canvas but really very close with 
Sakai for preferences.” 

The larger cohort was composed of 
52 courses in the spring 2022 semester. 
Cadwell’s team found a correlation 
between a student’s year and their 
preference of application, she said. 

The majority of first-year and 
sophomore students favored Canvas, 
while junior and senior students 
preferred Sakai. 

“Students are more comfortable 
with a system that they have more 
experience using,” Cadwell said. 
“So for juniors and seniors, they 
may have not come from a high 
school that was using Canvas.”

However, Cadwell said one thing 
was the same for both cohorts — 
there were rarely any technical 
support issues reported, as Canvas 
provides 24/7 support via an online 
chat or phone number.

“You’ve got a problem at 2 a.m.? 
Then there’s someone who works for 
Canvas, who’s a Canvas specialist, 
who can help you with your problem,” 
Cadwell said. 

Another benefit of using Canvas 
is the application layout — formally 
known as the interface. Biology 
professor Eric Hastie was part of 
the larger cohort, and said he is 
leaning into Canvas “full speed 
ahead” for his courses. 

“It was extremely intuitive, very 
easy to use and it just looks cleaner,” 
Hastie said.”It’s more modern.”

Overall, most of the feedback 
received from UNC users about 
Canvas was positive.

“I really think it’s a good system 
that integrates well with all the 
other learning tools we’re using,”  
Hastie said. 

DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS
DTH Photo Illustration. UNC has 
begun the switch from Sakai to 
Canvas. 

By Nayeli Jaramillo-Plata
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @njarap17
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As the University begins its first 
completely mask-free semester 
since spring 2020, UNC announced 
modifications to its COVID-19 policies 
in a campus-wide email July 29. 

The University will no longer 
require unvaccinated asymptomatic 
individuals to test regularly and 
will no longer provide voluntary 
asymptomatic testing. 

Kayla Vanhoy, a senior studying 
radiologic science and an intern at UNC 
Hospitals, said while she understands 
the University’s actions, she thinks the 

Study abroad opens applications for 2023
INTERNATIONAL

PHOTO COURTESY OF ELLEN GARFINKLE
Ellen Garfinkle, left, a senior global studies and political science major, stud-
ied abroad this spring at Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Israel. 

While many UNC students spend 
their days sitting on Polk Place or doing 
their homework in Davis Library, some 
ditch the traditional experience and 
pursue their studies abroad. 

Spring 2023 study abroad 
applications opened on August 1 
through the UNC Study Abroad Office. 
The office’s website says it welcomes 
students to learn about the basics of 
studying abroad while receiving advice 
from advisors within the office. 

As individuals return to campus 
without masks for the first fall 
semester since 2019, studying abroad 
has looked a little different for students 
over the past few years.  

“This summer is the first time 
we saw students studying abroad 
in the same numbers as students in 

information sessions were provided to 
prepare students for their experience. 
She encouraged other students to 
consider the experience.

The study abroad office will be 
sending 350 students to countries 

around the world this fall and 
applications to study abroad 
during the spring semester are due 
September 10.

UNC further relaxes its COVID-19 guidelines

Chapel Hill continues to protect against subvariants

DTH/CAROLINE BITTENBENDER
The Carolina Vaccination Clinic provides students with access to free vaccines and 
boosters from Pfizer and Moderna at the Student Stores Pharmacy.

As students prepare for the 
upcoming semester, COVID-19 
continues to spread, with new 
mutations leading to infections and 
reinfections in students and local 
community members.

“The good news is the virus has 
no pressure to become more lethal,” 
he said. “There’s no advantage of the 
virus to kill people. But there is an 
advantage for it to spread to as many 
of us as possible.”

Public health experts and local 
leaders continue to encourage 
community members to take many 
of the same precautions they have 
recommended throughout the 
pandemic. These include staying up 
to date with booster shots, wearing 
masks in crowded indoor spaces and 
prioritizing outdoor gatherings.

In Orange County, the COVID-
19 positivity rate on Aug. 8 was 18 
percent, with a daily average of 51 
cases. One hundred and fifty-eight 
patients were hospitalized in the 
week of July 29 to Aug. 4, a 13 percent 
increase from two weeks prior.

According to the North Carolina 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, 77 percent of Orange 
County residents aged five or older 
have been vaccinated with at least 
two doses of the Pfizer or Moderna 
vaccine or at least one dose of the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine as of 
August 10. 

However, just 60 percent of 
Orange County residents have 
received at least one booster shot.

“We know that protection against 
the infection from the vaccines 
declines over time, so people really do 
need to get boosted,” Romaine said.

Dr. Myron Cohen, professor 

of medicine, microbiology and 
epidemiology at UNC, said the vaccines 
continue to be effective against severe 
cases of COVID-19. He said three or 
four vaccine doses are most effective 
against omicron and its subvariants.

Wohl added that the current 
vaccines and booster shots have 
helped reduce hospitalizations. He 
added that while the vaccines may 
not be as effective against BA.5 as 
prior strains, vaccinated people 
are less likely to be infected than 
unvaccinated people. 

He said that, on average, each person 
who gets COVID-19 infects between 
four and 10 other people, which he 
cited as a reason for people to continue 
to take the pandemic seriously. 

“I don’t understand why people 

are not masking when they’re 
indoors in crowded places,” Wohl 
said. “That doesn’t make sense to 
me.”  

Cohen said wearing masks and 
limiting exposure to crowded indoor 
settings, such as restaurants, are 
effective measures for anyone who 
does not want to get infected. 

He also said that an increased 
understanding of how COVID-19 
works should help the fall semester 
at UNC operate more smoothly than 
in previous semesters.

“Students should enjoy their 
semester while respecting this virus 
and doing what they can to stay 
healthy,” he said.

Orange County has COVID-19 information online at orangecountync.gov

UNC students reflect 
on education in prior 

University travels
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HEALTH | PANDEMIC RESPONSE

loss of voluntary testing does “more 
harm than good.”

Masks continue to be required on 
public transit and in all health care 
settings, including UNC Health and 
Campus Health.

Audrey Pettifor, a professor in 
the department of epidemiology in 
the Gillings School of Global Public 
Health, said while masks are no longer 
required, those worried about the 
pandemic should consider wearing 
one in high-risk situations. 

“Wearing a well-fitted mask will 
protect you, even if folks around you 
aren’t wearing it.” she said. 

Pettifor said students and community 
members should anticipate a rise in 
COVID-19 cases on campus at the 
beginning of the semester, though the data 
may be less accurate considering the loss 
of voluntary on-campus testing and the 
increase of unreported at-home testing.

Symptomatic testing for students 
will continue to be provided at 
Campus Health. The former testing 
centers in the Rams Head Recreation 
Center and the Student Union will 
no longer be in operation. At-home 
test kits are available on campus at 
the Student Stores Pharmacy and 
Campus Health and typically in the 
vending machines in both Rams 
Head and the Student Union.

Positive results from off-campus 
testing and at-home testing must be 
reported to Campus Health, and any 
student who reports a positive test 
must isolate. 

Students living in residence 
halls can isolate at home or in their 
dorm room. More detailed isolation 
information can be found on the 
Campus Health website.

Pettifor said students should have 
a conversation with their roommates 

about comfort levels regarding the 
ongoing pandemic.

She added that it’s important 
for students to be compassionate 
and understanding about the mask 
preferences of those around them.

Faculty and staff should get tested 
at their health care provider instead 
of Campus Health. They must report 
positive results through the COVID-
19 Wellness Check  and should follow 
CDC guidelines on isolation and 
quarantine. 

In order to be excused from class 
due to COVID-19 isolation, students 
must now submit a request to the 
University Approved Absence Office. 
Positive tests conducted at Campus 
Health will automatically generate a 
form. 

Pettifor said that although the 
long-term effects of COVID-19 are 
relatively unknown, an unpublished 

study from the Gillings School found 
that 20 percent of UNC students who 
have had COVID-19 have experienced 
symptoms that last a least one month, 
which she said is “significant.”

The University is not requiring 
vaccine attestation or re-entry 
testing for the fall semester, though 
both are encouraged. 

COVID-19 vaccines and boosters 
are available on campus at no cost to 
students, staff, faculty and community 
members over the age of 12. Vaccines 
will continue to be available on a 
walk-in basis between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m., Monday through Friday, at 
the Student Stores Pharmacy and 
Campus Health Pharmacy. 

Two new omicron subvariants, 
BA.5 and BA.4, are currently the 
primary variants of concern.

During the week of Aug. 6, BA.5 
comprised 87.1 percent of cases in 
the U.S., while the BA.4 variant 
comprised 6.7 percent of cases. 

Dr. David Wohl, professor of 
medicine in the division of infectious 
diseases at UNC, said that the current 
dominant subvariants are highly 
transmissible. He explained that this 
represents the broader evolutionary 
progress of COVID-19, as the virus 
has mutated to spread to more people.

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/DYLAN THIESSEN

2019, pre-pandemic,” said Mallory 
Minnehan, the communications and 
marketing manager of the Study 
Abroad office.

Throughout the pandemic, 
participation in the UNC Study 
Abroad Office dropped from 1,724 
individuals in the 2018-2019 school 
year to 386 individuals in the 2020-
2021 school year. 

Minnehan said the office will 
consider removing countries as 
eligible study abroad locations if the 
U.S. Department of State encourages 
the general public to reconsider 
travel under COVID protocols — 
specifically when countries carry a 
travel advisory of level three or above.  

Though COVID precautions will 
continue to be monitored, they will 
not affect the financial aid available 
for students. Minnehan said the 
office awards over $1 million in 
scholarships every year for various 
components, such as a student’s 
major, hometown or financial need. 

She said students interested 
in financial support simply must 
indicate that they would like to be 

considered on their application. 
“If you go abroad during a 

semester, then your financial aid will 
travel with you,” Minnehan said. 

Ellen Garfinkle, a senior at UNC 
majoring in global studies and 
political science with a minor in 
middle eastern languages, studied 
abroad in Israel in spring 2022 at 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

“I really loved getting to learn 
both languages that are spoken 
there because when I was out and 
about, I really got to use them and 
the immersive process really helped 
me in my learning,” Garfinkle said.

Isabella Patterson, a senior double 
majoring in management and society 
and communication studies, also 
studied abroad this past spring. 
Patterson spent her semester in 
Florence, Italy, and said one of the 
highlights of studying abroad was 
using her experience as a launching 
pad for a widened global perspective 
— traveling to 15 different countries 
all while living in Italy. 

Patterson found the application 
to be relatively easy and said 



BRIEFS
Running back to miss 

2022 season with injury
North Carolina football 

running back British Brooks 
suffered a season-ending lower 
body injury during practice on 
Saturday night, team officials 
confirmed to the Daily Tar Heel.

Brooks was presumed to be 
the first-option running back 
for the Tar Heels this season.

The graduate back began 
his career at UNC as a walk-
on, and eventually established 
himself as a key special teams 
player. Last season, he shined 
against N.C. State, rushing for 
124 yards on 15 carries.

Brooks’ injury is the second 
serious blow to UNC’s offense 
in the past week. 

—LucasThomae

Cook Out to arrive in 
Chapel Hill

Construction on Chapel 
Hill’s new Cook Out location 
at 450 S Elliot Rd. is expect-
ed to be completed in late 
August. This will be the fast-
food chain’s first location in 
Chapel Hill.

So far, the building has suc-
cessfully passed 10 inspections 
that took place between July 
19 and Aug. 4, including one 
partial pass.

Though construction is 
expected to end soon, con-
struction coordinator Gloria 
Thompson said she does not 
know when Cook Out plans on 
opening the restaurant.

—SarahChoi

UNC welcomes new 
deans and vice chancellor

As the 2022-2023 academic 
year begins, the University 
will be joined by seven new 
members of the administrative 
team who were appointed in 
the summer months — six new 
deans and one vice chancellor. 

James W.C. White was 
appointed dean of the UNC 
College of Arts and Sciences and 
began his position on July 1.

Va l e r i e  Ho w a r d  w a s 
appointed dean of the UNC 
School of Nursing and began 
her position on Aug. 1. 

Elizabeth Mayer-Davis has 
been appointed dean of the 
UNC Graduate School and 
will begin Sept. 1. 

Dr. Nancy Messonnier was 
appointed the dean of the 
Gillings School of Global Public 
Health and will begin Sept. 1. 

Dr. Janet Guthmiller was 
appointed dean of the Adams 
School of Dentistry and will 
begin Oct. 15. 

Stanley C. Ahalt will serve 
as the first dean of the School 
of Data Science and Society, 
which opens later this fall. 

Kamrhan Farwell has been 
named the vice chancellor of 
communications and will start 
Sept. 26. 

—LivReilly
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Cars drive down Franklin Street on Monday, Oct. 26, 2020.

A potential crisis diversion center in 
Orange County hit one of its first major 
milestones on Aug. 12, as architectural 
firms and crisis service providers 
submitted applications for their roles in 
the project.

T h e  c r i s i s  d i v e r s i o n  c e n t e r 
would provide options other than 
incarceration or hospitalization for 
people experiencing behavioral or 
mental health issues. It will likely begin 
construction within the next two years, 
according to Caitlin Fenhagen, Orange 
County’s criminal justice resource 
director. 

The Crisis/Diversion Facil ity 
Subcommittee under the Orange County 
Behavioral Health Task Force is leading 
the effort to develop the center. This 
subcommittee includes representatives 
from the Orange County Board of County 
Commissioners, Chapel Hill Police 
Department Crisis Unit, Orange County 
EMS and UNC Health Care, among others.

While the 24-hour center would 
mainly serve patients after interactions 
with law enforcement or emergency 
medical services, walk-ins would also 
be accepted.

Carrboro Fire Chief David Schmidt 
will step down on Aug. 31, with 
Carrboro Fire-Rescue Deputy Chief 
Carl Freeman serving as interim chief 
while the department searches for a 
permanent replacement. 

Schmidt is resigning to move back 
to his home state of Illinois to be 
closer to family. 

He joined the department in 
January 2020, shortly before the 

center could help decrease the 
number of people taken to detention 
centers due to a lack of funding and 
other options. 

In addition to providing services 
within the facility, she said staff would 
also connect patients with other 
resources in the area. Street Outreach 
and Harm Reduction and Deflection 
Program, one such resource, helps 
people experiencing homelessness 
find housing and support.

The CHPD Crisis  Unit ,  an 
organization of social workers who 
respond with law enforcement 

officers to calls, recently hired its first 
peer support specialist — a licensed 
professional with knowledgeable 
behavioral health experience. 

Fenhagen said the diversion 
facility would also be staffed by these 
peer support specialists, who may 
be able to help combat the stigma 
surrounding behavioral health. 

“Behavioral health concerns don’t 
impact just people who are involved in 
the criminal justice system,” she said. 

Schmidt said he managed Carrboro’s 
emergency food distribution site during 
the pandemic, along with distributing 
masks and other protective equipment.

Some t imes ,  Schmidt  sa id , 
firefighters would hand out masks to 
community members when on calls. 
He said the fire department was a hub 
for mask and food distribution to the 
community for much of the pandemic.

S c h m i d t  s a i d  m a n a g i n g 
Carrboro’s emergency response 
during the pandemic required quick 
adjustments and adaptations to what 
the community needed.

Since he had only been at the 
department for a few months when 
the pandemic began, Schmidt said 
the onset of the pandemic was a 
challenge for him.

“Coming into a new organization 
trying to learn new firefighters and 
new community members, and then 
to be thrust into the pandemic and 
into the shutdown and the isolation 
or quarantine, it was an absolute 
challenge,” Schmidt said.

He said he appreciates the 
passion Carrboro’s firefighters 
have for helping other people and 
stepping up to the challenge the 
pandemic created.

Freeman, Schmidt’s interim 
replacement, will take the helm with 
plenty of experience under his belt.

“Deputy Chief Freeman has 
been employed at the Carrboro 
Fire-Rescue Department for more 
than 30 years,”  Town Manager 
Richard J. White III said in a July 
26 press release. “I am certain that 
his knowledge and experience will 
continue to be huge assets to the 
department and the community 
during this interim period while he 
leads the department.”

Julie Eckenrode, Carrboro’s human 
resources director, said Freeman’s 
experience, on-site knowledge and 
administrative skill will be important 
for the interim chief. 

“You really have to have a good 
balance of the operational and 
administrative sides of the fire service, 
and that’s something that Carl’s been 
working towards throughout his 
career,” Eckenrode said.

The search for a permanent 
replacement for Schmidt is already 
underway, Seils said. It will take 
place over the next several months.

Plans for Orange County crisis 
diversion center reach milestone 

MENTAL HEALTH

CARRBORO
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Firetrucks stationed at the Carrboro Fire-Rescue Department Headquarters on Aug. 7, 2022.

Fire Chief to step down end of August, 
search for replacement is underway
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The center will provide treatment 
and social services networking, as 
well as criminal justice and medical 
services. The Crisis/Diversion 
Facility Subcommittee used similar 
facilities in both Buncombe and Wake 
counties as a reference to determine 
best practices and treatments.

Consultants and partners for the 
facility will be chosen in the coming 
months, and a location for the building 
is scheduled to be chosen by December. 
The final design will be completed early 
next year, and Fenhagen said the facility 
might be operational in three years — 
although this is a tentative timeline.

In April 2019, more than 30 
stakeholders from Orange County 
met to evaluate gaps in Orange 
County’s criminal justice system. 
One issue discussed was the absence 
of a no-refusal intake service for law 
enforcement to divert those who may 
not be best served by incarceration 
or an emergency room.

The facility subcommittee was 
formed later in 2019 to develop a 
center that would fill the gaps the 
stakeholders identified.

According to a presentation from 
the subcommittee, about 400 cases 
could be diverted to the center each 
month, decreasing emergency room 
overcrowding and costs and helping 
to provide more appropriate services 
for patients other than the criminal 
justice system.

Fenhagen said the diversion 

COVID-19 pandemic began. Carrboro 
Mayor Damon Seils said he helped the 
department adapt to new restrictions.

“His entire tenure with the Town 
has been defined by that experience 
and as fire chief,” Seils said. “He’s 
been responsible as the Town’s main 
point of contact with our county-wide 
emergency response. Chief Schmidt has 
been kind of that staff-level professional 
expert that we needed to have on the 
ground during the pandemic response.”

Despite being with them for less 
than three years, he said Schmidt has 
had a big impact on the department.

“In his short time with the Town, 
Chief Smith has really upped the 
professional game for the entire 
department and has been well-liked 
by staff,” Seils said.
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HillUNC-ChapelUNC-Chapel Hill

RSI provides living options and related supports to people of all ages 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. We promote quality 
of life by maximizing self-determination, development of independent 
living skills, community involvement, meaningful social roles, and 
socially responsible behavior. RSI’s vision is to help children and adults  
to live lives characterized by happiness, dignity, health, and the highest 
possible degree of social responsibility and productivity.

We are hiring students, entry level and 
experienced individuals!

→ Gain experience related to your major
→ Great for Psychology, Sociology, Nursing, Pre-Med,

and other Human Services majors/degrees
→ Paid Internship opportunities
→ Entry-level, paid training

STUDENT
BENEFITS

Our entry level jobs are a great way to gain hands-on health care and human 
services experience! We provide the training and have various shifts available- 
daytime, evening, overnights... We even pay employees to sleep!

$500 Hiring Bonus!!  Positions available immediately! 
Start ASAP!

~ Established in 1974 ~

For more information or to apply, visit https://rsiinc.applicantpro.com/jobs/

Continued from Page 1 
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The Holy Trinity Lutheran Church hosts voting polls in Chapel Hill on Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021. 
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Voting information and registration forms can be received via mail ahead of 
upcoming elections.

The case is being appealed to the N.C. 
Supreme Court by lawmakers, including 
N.C. House of Representatives Speaker 
Timothy Moore, R-Cleveland, who is 
the named defendant in the case.

Marques Thompson, a lead regional 
managing organizer at nonprofit 
Democracy North Carolina., said he 
was disappointed that the decision was 
appealed at all.

Disproportionate impacts

People of color, especially Black 
people, were disproportionately denied 
their voting rights before the decision. 

The court said the ruling in the 
1970s to preserve the denial of voting 
rights “was itself independently 
motivated by racism.”

According to evidence cited in the 
case, Black men make up just over 9 
percent of the voting-age population 
in the state, but about 37 percent 
of those were denied voting rights 

because of parole, probation or post-
release supervision. 

While registered Black voters make 
up 21 percent of NC’s total electorate, 
more than 42 percent of people 
previously denied voting rights because 
of a felony conviction were Black.

Barbara Foushee, a Carrboro Town 
Council member andChapel Hill-
Carrboro NAACP Executive Committee 
member, said the issue is more about 
racism in the criminal justice system 
than denying voting rights to people 
with felony convictions.

“ B l a c k  f o l k s  a r e  a l w a y s 
disproportionately impacted about 
something,” she said. “I think all that 
goes back to racism. I feel like that’s at 
the root of a lot of our issues — driving 
while Black, sleeping while Black, 
walking while Black, jogging while 
Black, the list goes on and on.”

Foushee said change only comes 
through electing representatives 
and judges who can fight for 
underrepresented communities, 
including people of color.

Voter confusion

Lack of education and confusion 
about eligibility also factored into the 
court decision. Even in states where 
voting rights were automatically 
restored upon the completion of a 
sentence, like North Carolina, voters 
and officials often don’t understand 
voting restoration.

According to testimony from an 
N.C. Department of Public Safety 
official during the trial, some of the 
forms the DPS provides to people 
with felony convictions contradict 
one another. The official, DPS’s 
deputy director of community 
supervision, testified that she did 
not know if people under felony 
supervision could vote.

Kate Fellman, the founder and 
executive director of You Can Vote, a 
N.C. voting rights nonprofit, said the 
best way to spread the word about the 
rights of people with felony convictions 
is to interact with them directly.

“Every day we’re out doing 
community work, we run into folks 
who tell us they can’t vote,” she 
said. “When you dig a little deeper, 
it’s because of a misconception or 
preconceived notion that once you 
have a felony on your record, you can 
never vote again.”

Education through partnerships 
w i t h  o t h e r  n o n p r o f i t s  a n d 
community services is crucial to 
helping otherwise marginalized 
people understand what their rights 
are, Fellman said.

Echoing Fellman’s sentiment, 
Thompson said Democracy N.C. 
works with places like food banks to 
register new voters and inform them 
of their voting rights.

Thompson added that a potential 
overturning of the decision by the 
N.C. Supreme Court would not only 
further confuse these new voters, but 
actively harm them.

“It would be painful for this 
population that already could feel 
like we as a society are mistreating 
them or giving up on them or that 
we don’t care about their situation,” 
Thompson said.

Twitter: @dthopinion

Nonprofits look to educate on voting rights
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Join us in Caldwell Hall on August 18, 
at 6:00, for a General Information 

Session. There will be pizza!

DISCOVER THE

PROGRAM!
Want to understand the complex world in which we live? 
Consider UNC’s five-course minor in Philosophy, Politics 
and Economics (ppe.unc.edu). It lets you satisfy Gen. Ed. 
requirements with courses that together add up to more 
than the sum of their parts.
 
The PPE Program also sponsors a robust range of 
extracurricular events, open to all, including:

• semester-long reading groups 
• salons that focus on a singular, contemporary topic
• intensive topical weekend seminars (e.g., on poverty, 

the opioid crisis, and the COVID-19 pandemic)
• a suite of early evening talks 

Feel free to drop us an email at ppeprogram@unc.edu if 
you have questions.  
 

TO LEARN MORE

For details: https://ppe.unc.edu/event/
ppe-general-information-meeting/

SHOPPING

First ALDI opens in Eastgate Crossing

DTH/IAN WALNIUK
Customers wait in line to shop at Aldi on opening day, Aug. 3 2022.

The grocery store will 
hold a grand opening 

event on Aug. 18

On Aug.  3 ,  res idents  from 
Chapel Hill, Carrboro and the 
surrounding community made 
their way to shop for the first 
time at Chapel Hill’s ALDI at the 
Eastgate Crossing shopping center 
on East Franklin Street. 

W i t h  a  f o c u s  o n  b u d g e t -
friendly shopping, the German 
supermarket chain has opened 
2,237 locations in the United 
States as of Aug. 11, including one 
store in Durham County.

The new location at Eastgate 
Crossing is ALDI’s only store in 
Orange County. However, ALDI is 
on track to add 150 new stores in 
the country by the end of the year, 
according to a press release sent 
on Aug. 4.

While the Chapel Hill location 
is now open to the public, there 
will also be a grand opening event 
this coming Thursday, Aug. 18. 
The event will include a ribbon-
cutting ceremony at 8:45 a.m. 
as well as a raffle drawing, said 
Krysta Cearley, the vice president 
at ALDI’s Salisbury Division.

Cearley added that ALDI stores 
are designed to make grocery 
shopping a  faster  and easier 
process and said the company 
is committed to sustainability, 
affordability and quality.

“We’re excited to open our first 
ALDI store in Chapel Hill and 
introduce local customers to a new, 

more affordable way of shopping,” 
she said.

Several shoppers who came 
to ALDI when it  opened that 
day were enthusiastic to see and 
experience the grocery store for 
the first time.

“One of my friends is a big ALDI 
fan, and she got really excited,” 
shopper Heather Tafoya said. “I just 

dropped my kid off at daycare, so I 
wanted to come see it.”

Serena Hutcheson said that she 
had just left her pilates class and 
decided she wanted to check out 
the store.

“I sometimes go to the one out by 
(the Streets at Southpoint), but it’s 
too inconvenient — and I figured 
that since it was the first minutes 

that the store was opening, I wanted 
to see it,” she said.

Ma n y  s h o p p e r s  s a i d  t h e y 
appreciated the affordabi l i ty 
and quality of ALDI’s products. 
A n o t h e r  s h o p p e r,  D e b o r a h 
Santesson, said she wanted to 
come to the opening to see if there 
were any good deals.

“I  think it ’ l l  give us more 

opportunities, more options, as 
far as saving money on groceries,” 
Santesson said.

Tafoya, who said she goes to 
shop at ALDI once or twice a 
year, said that she believes the 
location will benefit the people in 
the community who cannot afford 
to shop at pricier stores, such as 
Trader Joe’s, Whole Foods and 
Harris Teeter.

She also said she appreciates 
that ALDI is encouraging people 
to bring their own grocery bags to 
the store. ALDI plans to eliminate 
all plastic shopping bags by the 
end of 2023, according to the 
press release.

Others  said they l iked the 
convenience of the new location. 
UNC student and ALDI shopper 
Holly Hutcheson, who was with 
her mother Serena at the opening, 
said she had previously used 
Instacart to order groceries from 
ALDI in Durham.

“We were talking to a man from 
Chapel Hill in line, and he was 
like, ‘It’s walkable, I can walk here 
now. It’s great — cheaper, more 
accessible’,” Holly Hutcheson said.

Cr ystal  Mitchel l ,  who also 
visited the new location on the 
morning of Aug. 3, said she is 
glad that she doesn’t have to drive 
to Durham anymore in order to 
go to ALDI. After all, she added, 
ALDI is her favorite store, one 
that she believes will benefit the 
community tremendously.

“It’s a happier, healthier place to 
shop, and the prices are reasonable,” 
Mitchell said. “Even with inflation, 
I know they’re going up, but they’re 
still affordable.”

By Ian Walniuk
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

“We’re excited to open our first ALDI store in Chapel Hill and introduce local 
customers to a new, more affordable way of shopping.” 

Krysta Cearley
Vice president, ALDI Salisbury Division

Twitter: @IanWalniuk
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Construction adds research space to Chapel Hill
DOWNTOWN | REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT

DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS
Redevelopment construction on 136 East Rosemary Street on August 13, 2022. 

The East  Rosemar y Street 
Redevelopment Project, a joint 
venture between the Town of Chapel 
Hill and Grubb Properties that aims 
to incentivize business growth and 
research development in downtown 
Chapel Hill, is scheduled to be 
completed by next summer.

Construction for the project 
started in September 2021, and it 
will feature a parking deck and office 
building with wet labs — research 
laboratory space for handling 
hazardous liquid chemicals.

Dwight Bassett, the economic 
development officer for the Town, 
said construction on the office 
buildings will be finalized by the 
end of the year and should be 
operational by next summer. 

“The project will provide economic 
development and opportunities for 
Chapel Hill, creating new space for 
research and businesses to locate 
downtown, and for partnerships 
with the university and the business 
community that’s currently lacking,” 
said Michael Stevenson, principal at 
Perkins Eastman, the architecture 

firm involved with the project.
According to the project’s webpage, 

the new parking deck will be located 
at 137 E. Rosemary St. Although the 
structure consolidated preexisting 
parking areas, Bassett said the garage 
will include 1,100 parking spaces, 
adding a net total of 250 parking 
spots to downtown Chapel Hill.

Bassett added that the University 

will lease 100 of the spaces, supporting 
the Undergraduate Admissions 
and Visitors Center offices that 
may move to Porthole Alley next to 
Carolina Coffee Shop pending further 
redevelopment discussion.

The land at 137 E. Rosemary 
St. was exchanged to the Town by 
Grubb Properties for the Wallace 
Parking Deck. As part of the deal, 

Grubb Properties will renovate the 
two conjoined buildings at 136 E. 
Rosemary St. and 137 E. Franklin 
St. to house offices and wet lab space.

Bassett said the lab space would help 
attract more entrepreneurs and allow 
Chapel Hill to keep research occurring 
in and around the UNC community.

“There’s over a billion dollars of 
research that happens on UNC’s 

campus,” he said. “And when that 
research goes into companies, the 
vast majority of it either goes to 
Durham or (Research Triangle Park), 
because we have no wet lab space.”

In April, Grubb Properties leased 
about 20,000 square feet of 136 E. 
Rosemary St., a third of its total 
space in the buildings, to Innovate 
Carolina, the University’s team that 
supports entrepreneurship and 
economic development on campus 
and in the community. 

The organization will build a 
hub to help start companies and 
create new technologies, products 
and services. The structure will 
also benefit Launch Chapel Hill, 
an organization that helps start-up 
businesses. The organization plans 
to relocate to the new space in 2023.

Sheidy Rios-Vazquez, a sophomore 
exercise and sports science major 
at UNC, said she thinks students 
are actively seeking research 
opportunities like those that may be 
offered from the new lab space. 

“To have a wet lab to be close, 
to have the opportunity to kind of 
immerse yourself in an experience 
like that is great for students who 
are eager and looking for ways 
to be integrated into the science 
community itself,” she said. 

Work on East Rosemary 
Street should finish by 

next summer 
By Simon Tan

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @meiyouyexu

Chapel Hill, Carrboro roads receive redesign

DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS
Franklin Street on August 8, 2022. “No Parking” signs line the streets in 
Chapel Hill and Carrboro as roads continue to be resurfaced.

The North Carolina Department of 
Transportation is undertaking a street 
resurfacing and redesigning project in 
downtown Chapel Hill and Carrboro. 

T h e  p r o j e c t ,  l e d  b y  T h e 

North Carolina Department of 
Transportation, includes repaving 
and repainting parts of West Franklin 
Street, East Main Street and West 
Rosemary Street in both Chapel 
Hill and Carrboro. To avoid daytime 
traffic, NCDOT  has been working 
during the night from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. 

In Chapel Hill, Franklin Street 

will be reduced to two lanes of 
traffic but will have new bike lanes, 
according to Chapel Hill Mayor Pam 
Hemminger. She said one reason 
for this redesign is to improve road 
safety downtown by slowing cars and 
protecting pedestrians and cyclists. 

Unlike traditional bike lanes that 
are exposed to traffic, the added bike 
lanes on Franklin Street will run 
between parked cars and the curb. 

Sarah Poulton, senior project 
manager for the Town of Chapel 
Hill,  said she hopes the bike 
lanes make Franklin Street more 
appealing for people using a variety 
of transportation methods. 

“In addition to benefiting cyclists 
by adding a bike lane, you also reduce 
the crossing distance for pedestrians 
at intersections,” Poulton said. 

In Carrboro, NCDOT will add a 
bike lane along E. Main Street, as 
well as two center turn lanes.

Carrboro Mayor Damon Seils 
said the Town of Carrboro used the 
resurfacing as a chance to rethink 
the design of Main Street. He also 
said he believes the project will 

make pedestrians, cyclists and 
drivers more comfortable navigating 
downtown Carrboro.

“It’s really exciting for Carrboro 
and for Chapel Hill,” Seils said. “It’s 
going to be transformative for our 
downtown, especially for Carrboro, 
where it’s going to turn what was 
a four-lane roadway with no bike 
lanes, no center turn lane or anything 
into a much more urban streetscape.”

For both towns,  the street 
redesigning required approval from 
NCDOT, as the state owns and 
maintains the roads. 

“We proposed to NCDOT a few 
years ago a new design to the road, or 
at least an idea for a design,” Seils said. 
“What they said in response was that 
the Town would need to first conduct 
an operational analysis, in other words: 
what would be the operational impacts 
on the roadway of a new design?”

He said the operational analysis 
encompassed assessments of traffic 
congestion, flow of cars, safety issues 
and impacts on the roadway. Carrboro 
did not find any negative impacts from 
the proposed redesign, Seils added. 

According to Poulton, Chapel Hill 
also found no negative impacts from 
their proposed redesign. 

Hemminger noted that Chapel 
Hill is also undertaking its own 
improvements to Franklin Street that 
go beyond repaving and redesigning. 
Planter boxes are being added along the 
side of the road and the Town plans to 
more regularly power wash the street. 

H e m m i n g e r  s a i d  C h a p e l 
Hill is already looking at more 
improvements for downtown in the 
near future. She also said that future 
projects include expanding pedestrian 
crossings, making crosswalks more 
visible and replacing some street 
parking spots with outdoor dining 
spaces for restaurants.

“It gives us opportunities to do 
more things that attract people 
to our downtown or keep people 
downtown, so that helps commercial 
businesses, mostly our restaurants, 
bars and shopping, improve,” 
Hemminger said.

By Sam Kornylak
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @DTHCityState

FlashVote partnership to address community needs

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/MAKAYLA KEY

The Town of Chapel Hill is partnering with the 

FlashVote Survey Platform to better under-

stand citizen questions and concerns.

The Town of Chapel Hill recently 
partnered withFlashVote, an online 
survey platform that works with local 
governments to gather feedback 
from residents on important issues 
to the community. 

FlashVote has partnered with 
local governments in over 25 states 
and works to reach a broad range 
of residents by phone, text or email. 
Respondents remain anonymous. 

Ran Northam, communications 
manager for the Town, said Chapel 
Hill’s work with FlashVote began 
in spring 2022. The program will 
help acquire statistically valid 

information directly from the 
community to better serve residents 
on local government issues.

The survey questions are written by 
FlashVote and final results are delivered 
to the local government within 48 
hours after launching the survey. 

According to a press release from the 
Town, the surveys will take community 
members less than a minute to 
complete and they do not plan to send 
more than one poll per month. 

Northam said that Chapel Hill has 
a population of more than 60,000 
people when students are living in 
the area. In a previous survey about 
the effectiveness of Chapel Hill’s 
weekly newsletter, there were about 
600 responses, Northam said. 

He said he hopes to see the 
community embrace FlashVote’s 
surveys because the process is a 
quick and easy way to weigh in about 
local government. 

Kevin Lyons, co-founder and 

CEO of FlashVote, said that he 
started work on the organization 
in 2013 and it started taking local 
government contracts in 2016. 

“We had to do a lot of testing 
and iteration and user interviews to 
really figure out how to get regular 
folks to take surveys — how to make 
them something they would enjoy 
taking, participate, complete fully 
and keep coming back and taking 
more surveys,” Lyons said. 

While Northam said that there has 
been some community hesitation about 
FlashVote, he said the Town will work 
to show residents that it can grow into 
the platform and use it as a helpful tool.

Adam Oppenheimer, a resident 
of Chapel Hill, said he believes the 
use of the platform brings a number 
of problems.

He expressed concern over the 
limits of FlashVote’s community reach, 
noting that some residents may not 
often use the internet or social media. 

Oppenheimer said that the surveys 
may disproportionally reach a younger 
or non-working class audience. 

Oppenheimer also added that 
he is worried about self-selection, 
research bias resulting from 
participants’ abilities to choose to 
participate, and a lack of coverage 
stemming from some communities 
having limited access to the internet.

Some areas in rural Orange County 
do not have reliable internet access – 
about 6,400 homes are in the process of 
being given access to Wi-Fi through the 
Orange County Broadband Initiative. 
This process could take up to six years, 
Orange County Commissioner Sally 
Greene told the Daily Tar Heel.

In response to critiques, Northam 
said Chapel Hill is working with 
FlashVote to get a well-rounded rep-
resentation of the community.

“We know that we’re going to have 
to grow into this platform, and again, 
use it as just one of the many tools 

that we have to gather public input 
from our community,” Northam said. 

Chapel Hill aims to 
gather information on 

local issues with platform
By Samuel Long

City & State Assistant Editor
city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @sam_long16

GOVERNMENT
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Welcome to your college student era

I hate to break it to you, but you’re 
not in Europe anymore.

To the person reading this who 
is in the (what feels to be) small 
minority of people who actually 
stayed in the United States — or even 
North Carolina — this summer, good 
news! This reality check might hit 
you a little less hard.

Summer is gone. We’re trading in 
sun-drenched days for fluorescent 
library lighting and the sound of pool 
splashes for bell tower chimes. 

Days spent taking summer classes 
in historic French cities are now 
spent in brick buildings on the quad. 
You’re not walking out of the subway 
to your dream internship — you’re 
walking to Phillips Hall. 

You were in your “city era,” “beach 
era” or aforementioned “study-
abroad-summer era,” but now it’s 
all been leveled. Like it or not, we’re 
back in our “college student era.”

As a collective, we’ve begun to blur 
the lines between fiction and reality. 

No doubt a product of social media 
trends, we see ourselves as main 
characters and, instead of simply 
living life through its respective 
seasons, we’ve begun to label them 
with token “eras” that shape how we 
might act, dress or live. 

So when the credits roll on your 
“hot girl summer,” what comes next? 
Accepting where we are as opposed 
to striving to be somewhere else 
can help combat this.

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  d a y, 

romanticizing your life is a double-
edged sword. 

On one hand, it might deepen 
your appreciation of what’s around 
you when you see it through that 
lens. For example, it’s easier to get 
through a late-night paper writing 
session when you picture yourself as 
the quintessential college student. 

But on the other hand, it can 
result in conflicting thoughts or 
emotions when the things around 

you can’t be romanticized. It was 
a tumultuous summer in many 
ways — from virus  surges  to 
Supreme Court decisions — and 
sometimes we need to feel and 
process the not-so-romantic parts 
in order to cope. 

Homework and tests will come. 
Winter might feel bleak at times. 
There will be lows, but doesn’t that 
make the highs so much sweeter? 

You’re not in Positano anymore, 

sipping a limoncello spritz on a 
Mediterranean balcony. You’re in 
Lenoir Dining Hall, eating lukewarm 
tater tots — and that’s okay.

Possessing the ability to see the 
value in a memorable season of life 
but not consistently wishing your 
current one away is key. Embrace 
where you are for what it is. Be 
expectant for what’s to come without 
counting down the days until it gets 
to you.

So, welcome back to campus! 
For sure, organizing a schedule 

or sprinting to an 8 a.m. class 
doesn’t compare to running around 
Amsterdam with friends or living 
out your summer by the water. 
Your fi l l- in-the-blank era has 
reached its end, but it doesn’t have 
to be a bitter one. 

We’re all adjusting and getting 
into the new rhythm of a new school 
year. I challenge you to try this: take 
the time spent attempting to curate 
your life into something it might not 
be, and instead just live it, label-less 
and “era” free. Although, when the 
leaves are falling on campus and 
there’s a slight chill in the air, a little 
romanticizing won’t hurt anyone.

E DITOR’S NOTE: Columns, 
cartoons and letters do not 
necessarily represent the opinions 
of The Daily Tar Heel or its staff.  
Editorials reflect the opinions of The 
Daily Tar Heel editorial board, which 
comprises 16 board members, the 
opinion assistant editor and editor 
and the editor-in-chief.

Sophomore Julia Finke laughs with her friends on the quad during a warm 
sunny day on Monday, Feb. 21, 2022.

By Claire Burch 
Editorial Board Member

Twitter: @dthopinion
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Changing tides of mental healthcare

Gynecology in a post-Roe world

Roe is overturned. 
What now?

DTH/ELIZAH VAN LOCKEREN
The Campus Health Building, where the University’s CAPS program is 
located, pictured on Saturday, Aug. 13, 2022.

DTH FILE/EMMY MARTIN
Supporters of abortion rights gather in Raleigh to protest the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade on June 24, 2022.

By Caitlyn Yaede and Layla 
Peykamian 

Opinion Editor and Assistant 
Opinion Editor

By Sophie Teague
Columnist

On June 24, the United States 
Supreme Court overturned Roe v. 
Wade, a landmark 1973 decision 
that affirmed the constitutional 
right to abortion. The decision leaves 
us facing an America where not 
everyone is afforded the same access 
to reproductive health care. 

With abortion rights no longer 
protected at the federal level, 
legislation is now left to individual 
states. Many states are beginning to 
ban or severely restrict abortion access. 

Access to abortion and reproductive 
care

One of the most important 
aspects of abortion advocacy is 
knowing the dangers of  anti-
abortion legislation, and why 
abortion rights are absolutely 
crucial to healthcare. States began 
to pass laws making abortion 
illegal in the mid-to-late 1800s. 

However, the criminalization of 
abortion did not prevent individuals 
from receiving the procedure.

Many people who attempted to self-
induce abortions or went to untrained 
practitioners were killed or suffered 
serious medical complications. 

Procedures coined “back alley 
abortions”  can be fatal ,  even 
today. However, legally sanctioned 
abor t ion care  provides  safer 
options. The Roe v. Wade decision 
made it possible for individuals 
to receive abortions from well-
trained medical professionals, 
resulting in fewer pregnancy-
related deaths and injuries.

Without Roe, many individuals 
from states with strict abortion bans 
will be forced to travel hundreds of 
miles to receive abortion care, or 
submit themselves to illegal and 
potentially dangerous abortions. 

A b o r t i o n  b a n s  m o s t 
s e v e r e l y  i m p a c t  p e o p l e  i n 
marginalized groups who already 
disproportionately struggle to access 
quality health care. According the 
Center for Reproductive Rights, 
Black, Indigenous, and other people 
of color, members of the LGBTQ+ 
community, people with disabilities 
and people living on low incomes 
are often prevented from accessing 
safe reproductive care.

In the first month following 
the Supreme Court’s decision to 
overturn Roe v. Wade, 11 states – all 
in the South and Midwest – either 
banned abortion completely or 
implemented a six-week ban. North 
Carolina is not among these states. 

Abortion currently remains 
legal and North Carolina. The state 
will likely become a destination 
for people from the southeastern 
region to go for safe,  quality 
abortion and reproductive care. 

Post-Roe political implications

Although abortion currently 
remains  protec ted  in  Nor th 
Carolina, there are still factors 
threatening access.

The North Carolina Department 
of Justice recently moved not to lift 
the injunction in Bryant v. Woodall 
— an injunction that currently 
prevents the state from enforcing 
its 20-week abortion ban. Over 
the summer, abortion opponents 
in the state had advocated for the 
ban’s reinstatement.

This makes North Carolina’s 
abortion access incredibly fragile. 
The future of abortion rights in 
the state may be challenged in the 
upcoming November elections. 

Gov. Roy Cooper is an advocate for 
abortion rights.

In one statement regarding the 
recent Supreme Court decision, he 
said, “For 50 years, women have 
relied on their constitutional right 
to make their own medical decisions, 
but today that right has been 
tragically ripped away. That means 
it’s now up to the states to determine 
whether women get reproductive 
health care, and in North Carolina 
they still can.”

Other state representatives do not 
share the same sentiments — and 
those same politicians are the ones 
who currently hold the majority in 
the state legislature.

Senator Thom Tillis said of 
the June decision, “[Overturning 
Roe v.  Wade] is  historic  and 
monumental and affirms my belief 
that all life is sacred. Each state 
government and its duly elected 
representatives will now make the 
determination about the types of 
laws they wish to have in place.”

Our Republican-dominated 
majority in the state legislature 
currently lacks the votes to override a 
promised veto from Gov. Roy Cooper 
of any new anti-abortion legislation. 

Abortion will likely be a major 
campaign topic in the N.C. General 
Assembly election this year. And if 
Republican candidates regain their 
supermajority after the election, 
they could pass legislation to 
severely restrict or ban abortion in 
North Carolina. 

This makes November’s election 
crucial for reproductive rights in our 
state. Who we elect will determine 
the future of our abortion access in 
North Carolina.

Access to safe abortion care in 
North Carolina is hanging by a thread. 

It’s important to remain informed 
on the importance of legal abortions 
and how abortion bans impact 
marginalized communities. We must 
fight for reproductive rights — and 
vote — when abortion is on the ballot 
in November.

Since the start of the pandemic, 
local, national and global crises 
have contributed to a steady rise in 
community mental health issues. 
Increased funding and more 
accessible mental health resources 
provide solutions, and connect those 
suffering with quality care. 

This academic year, UNC has an 
opportunity to take advantage of 
advancements in mental health care 
and better the University’s existing 
support systems for students, faculty 
and community members.

A new suicide and crisis lifeline 
is currently available for community 
use, according to the UNC Counseling 
and Psychological Services website. 
The number — 988 — is only three 
digits, making it much easier to 
remember compared to its 10-digit 
predecessor: 800-273-8255.

Instead of police, dialing 988 
will link the caller to a national 
network of local crisis centers. 
The goal of  the number is  to 
reduce calls to 911 for mental 
health crises, hopefully reducing 
law enforcement response during 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  e m e r g e n c i e s , 
according to the Substance Abuse 
and  Menta l  Heal th  Ser v ices 
Administration. A lack of police 
t r a i n i n g  f o r  m e n t a l  h e a l t h 
emergencies has resulted in two 
million people with mental health 
issues being jailed within the past 
year.  Furthermore,  SAMSHA 
reported that almost a quarter 
of fatal police shootings within 
the past year involve those with 
mental illnesses.

P e o p l e  o f  c o l o r  a r e 
disproportionately impacted by 
police brutality. For instance, Black 
men are twice as likely to be killed 
by police as compared to their white 
counterparts, according to the 
Washington Post. Therefore, they 
are even more likely to be killed in 
violence stemming from mental 
health-related emergencies.

In addition to the new hotline 
number, federal financial support 
for mental health has increased. 
Instead of the previous $24 million 
allocated, the Biden administration 
has invested $432 million toward 
mental health services to support 
anticipated calls to 988. This 
money will  support local and 
backup call centers as well as a 
subnetwork for Spanish speakers 
who use the hotline.

Funding for mental  health 
resources has also been a topic of 
UNC community conversation. 

UNC has historically struggled to 
meet the demand for quality mental 
health resources on campus. In recent 
semesters, waitlists for brief individual 
therapy sessions, insufficient funding 
and a lack of options for long-
term mental health care have been 
ongoing problems associated with the 
University’s CAPS program. 

This  past  spring,  students 
expressed concerns regarding 
UNC’s mental health resources, 
and a petition circled around the 
community calling for increased 
CAPS funding. In response, CAPS 
was confirmed to receive $81,667 
in additional funding for the 2022 

fiscal year, and $140,000 for the 
2023 fiscal year.

Both UNC and the nation as a 
whole have worked to make mental 
health a priority. But to cultivate 
the best possible environment for 
student mental health, we must do 
more to continue these efforts locally. 
This includes pushing toward the 
goal of receiving of long-term mental 
health care services on campus, 
maintaining these increases in CAPS 
funding and spreading awareness of 
the mental health crises hotline.

Highly impactful events in our 
lives, like inflation and puhlic 
health crises, inevitably create an 
atmosphere of pervasive stress and 
anxiety and negatively impacts 
our community’s mental health. 
Challenges we will face in the coming 
year could even exasperate this.

These stressful events will not 
disappear any time soon and 
neither will the mental health 
problems that come alongside 
them. Community mental health 
resources are vital to well-being. 
988 is a step in the right direction. 

Content Warning: This article 
contains mention of suicide.

Content Warning: This article 
contains mention of sexual assault.

In May, Netflix debuted “Our Father,” 
a documentary that took Twitter and 
TikTok by storm. The film highlighted 
the grave violation of autonomy and 
privacy by a fertility doctor who, 
without consent, inseminated patients 
with his own sperm. 

The story brings to light a debate of 
male prevalence in female health care.

As the film quickly racked up 
42.60 million viewing hours, it 
raised questions for viewers about 
who is occupying positions of power 
in reproductive health care settings.

It’s time to think critically about 
male prevalence in female health 
care, and how the standards of 
the industry should better reflect 
patient autonomy rather than the 
interests of practitioners and the 
legal frameworks they work within.

This film, and others like it, echos a 
trend in popular culture. Reproductive 
rights are an increasingly pressing 
topic of conversation, especially since 
the Supreme Court overturned the 

Roe v. Wade ruling, leaving abortion 
regulations up to the states and 
reducing access to care.

T he  Amer ican  Col lege  o f 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
recommends seeing an OB-GYN for 
the first time between the ages of 13 and 
15, and getting a pap smear for the first 
time after the age of 21. And sometimes, 
as college-age students seek care for the 
first time, men are the only practitioners 
available for patients to see.

Women are  systematical ly 
disadvantaged in their influence in 
STEM industries, including medicine. 
Less than a third of doctors are women 
while men dominate 37 of the 43 
medical fields. And despite 41 percent 
of OB-GYN doctors being men, only 8 
percent of patients who seek OB-GYN 
care prefer a male doctor, according to 
an article from the Dayton Daily News.

There are certainly benefits to 
having men in reproductive care 
spaces – and we want to be clear that 
everyone, regardless of gender identity, 
should have the opportunity to pursue 
career paths that focus on women’s 
health issues. Transgender and gender 
diverse patients in particular may 
benefit from the ability to choose a 
health care provider that they feel best 
suits their interests and identity.

But while these benefits exist, it’s 
still crucially important for women 
to have power in spaces that concern 
their health and safety.

Patient privacy has been completely 
uprooted since women’s decisions 
regarding their reproductive health have 
become an unprotected right. And part 
of the fear of health care professionals 
taking advantage of patients stems from 
a lack of female providers.

In a world where people who can get 
pregnant are ever-so careful with their 
personal health information, we must 
turn to creating health care spaces 
that value the struggles women face, 
rather than uphold regressive legal 
precedents. In an industry that has 
potential to take advantage of women 
in vulnerable positions, patients must 
be able to discuss intimate health 
issues with providers who can identify 
with their concerns and who are also 
personally impacted by legislation 
limiting their privacy.

Health care  professionals , 
including female practitioners, are 
not immune to their own beliefs and 
biases. But increasing the number of 
female professionals in a field that 
fundamentally impacts them is a step 
toward elevating their voices and needs.

The demographic of practitioners 
is changing. In 1970, seven percent of 
gynecologists were women, whereas 
now, they make up 59 percent of the 
profession. Women succeeding in these 
fields is indicative of important progress 
being made towards equality, both for 
the women giving and receiving care.

In a post-Roe world, the ongoing 
debate of men overseeing female 
care needs to shift to consider the 
protection of female patients. Men 
in these positions of power need to 
advocate for their patients and listen 
to the women in their fields.

DTH FILE/SARA JOHNSON
People protest the leaked, proposed overturn of Supreme Court case Roe v. 
Wade on May 3, 2022,  in Chapel Hill, NC. 

Twitter: @sophhteague

Twitter: @dthopinion

Twitter: @dthopinion
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AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

UNC, Harvard cases head to SCOTUS
The cases will be heard 

separately due to a 
conflict of interest

By Hannah Rosenberger
Senior Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

UNC and Harvard University’s 
affirmative action cases will no 
longer be heard together by the 
Supreme Court, per a July 22 order.

This order is a reversal of a 
decision to consolidate the cases 
into one hearing, which the Supreme 
Court released about six months 
ago.Both cases are part of 2014 
lawsuits filed by the  Students for 
Fair Admissions, a private nonprofit 
membership group. 

UNC law professor Eric Muller 
said the Supreme Court hears cases 
together when they deal with the same 
legal issue — which, in this case, is the 
constitutionality of using race as a 
factor in college admissions decisions.

Since the announcement to hear 
the case was released in January, 
Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson has 
been confirmed and sworn in to the 
Supreme Court.

However,  Jackson wil l  not 
participate in the ruling of the 
Harvard case, as she was formerly 
a member of the Harvard Board of 
Overseers — an alumni association 
that counsel’s the school’s governance 
and organizes external assessment. 
Muller said her exclusion from the 
Harvard ruling is the main reason 
for the cases’ separation.

Because the cases are now separated, 
the Harvard ruling will be decided 
by eight justices – six of whom have 
historically voted along conservative 
lines . The UNC ruling will be heard by 
the full bench of nine justices. 

The Supreme Court will hear oral 

arguments from both Harvard and 
UNC on Oct. 31, and a decision is 
expected sometime in 2023.

Legal implications

From a technical standpoint, 
Muller said, the fact that the Supreme 
Court has agreed to hear the UNC 
and Harvard cases means that there 
are at least four justices who believed 
the issue to be worth revisiting. The 
court reaffirmed the practice of using 
race as a factor in college admissions 
as recently as 2016 in the Fisher v. 
University of Texas case.

In that case, the Supreme Court 
found the use of affirmative action to be 
constitutional, provided it was narrowly 
tailored for the compelling interest of 
promoting educational diversity.

Traditionally, the Supreme Court 
takes cases when there is going to be 
a change of precedent, Osamundia 
James, a law professor at UNC said – 
and the court’s current conservative 
majority is a sign that a change in 
precedent may occur.

“There is now a majority of justices 
that feel differently about affirmative 
action in general and the diversity 
rationale in particular,” James said.

 The phrase “narrowly tailored” 
refers to the Supreme Court’s tiered 
review system of discrimination 
cases. Cases involving alleged racial 
discrimination are looked at under 
strict scrutiny – James said that 
race must be used in a specific and 
limited way that impacts as few 
people as possible, while achieving a 
compelling state interest.

And diversity is one of the few 
“compelling interests” that has been 
accepted by the Supreme Court 
precedent as sufficient reason for 
involving race in admission policies 
– at least for now, James said.

“If the court decides that diversity 

is no longer a compelling interest, 
you’re not justified in using race in 
pursuit of that compelling interest 
anymore,” James said. 

Case history and differences

SFFA alleged in its original 
complaint against UNC that the 
University’s practice of using race 
as a factor in admissions decisions 
violates the Equal Protection Clause 
of the Fourteenth Amendment. 

The complaint in the Harvard 
case is slightly more particular, 
alleging that Harvard’s admissions 
practices discriminate against Asian 
American applicants specifically. 

The United States District Court 

of the District of Massachusetts 
ruled in favor of Harvard in Sept. 
2019, asserting that Harvard does 
not intentionally discriminate 
against Asian American applicants.

Two years later, in October 
2021, the United States District 
Court for the Middle District 
of  North Carolina ruled that 
UNC’s admissions process was 
largely holistic and that its use of 
affirmative action was consistent 
with Supreme Court precedent.

“When UNC does consider race, 
it does so only alongside all other 
factors,” the University said in a 
July response brief. “As the district 
court found, readers do not evaluate 
candidates of different racial 

groups separately, nor does UNC 
impose quotas of any kind. UNC’s 
consideration of race is neither 
mechanical nor formulaic.”

One small difference between 
the cases is that the universities are 
governed by slightly different laws in 
regard to to alleged discrimination. 
UNC is a public university and 
will be judged directly based on 
the Equal Protection Clause in the 
Fourteenth Amendment.

However, because Harvard is a 
private institution, it is not directly 
constrained by the Constitution – 
rather, it is bound by federal laws passed 
by Congress regarding discrimination. 

Twitter: @hannahgracerose

PHOTO COURTESY OF DANIEL SLIM/AFP/GETTY IMAGES/TNS
The U.S. Supreme Court building as seen on Sunday, July 11, 2021 in Washington, D.C.

UNC LGBTQ CENTER

Queer FallFest returns in person to connect students

UNC’s LGBTQ Center is hosting 
Queer FallFest, which promotes 
queer-affirming and queer-centric 
organizations on campus while 
allowing students to connect with 
them and fellow students.

The event will be held on Monday 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the Upendo 
Lounge in the North Student and 
Academic Services Building.

Terri Phoenix, director of the 
UNC LGBTQ center, said T oversaw 
all programming for the event and 
worked with the center’s assistant 
director and administrative support 
specialist to prepare for the event. 

“One of the things that we 
know from research is that when 
people have supportive peers, 
when they have relationships with 
supportive peers, that they do 
better academically, they do better 
psychologically, and so this event 
is going to help facilitate those 
connections with supportive peers,” 
Phoenix said.

Queer FallFest is aimed to help 
students get connected with other 
queer and transgender students and 
organizations, while also learning what 
resources are available to them, T said.

Phoenix said T thought Queer 
FallFest is more personal than 
FallFest, an annual campus-wide 
event that aims to welcome back 
students to campus 

“I’ve been to FallFest every year 
since I’ve worked at the University, 
and that’s been since 2005, and it’s 
always really fun, but it’s kind of 
overwhelming for some folks, and I 
think that the smaller, more focused 
way of connecting with the student 
orgs is better for a lot of folks,” 
Phoenix said.

Esmé Kerr, a senior who plans 
to attend Queer FallFest,  said the 
most beneficial part of attending will 
be seeing how connected students 
can be to a queer community in a 
university setting.

“Just chatting with other queer 
people that maybe don’t have the 
same interest as you, because I know 
that that’s always such a comforting 
thing to me, is just being like, ‘Wow, 
it’s normal to be queer’,” they said. 

Kerr said up until now, they have 
only met other queer people through 
WXYC, the University’s student-run 
radio station. Kerr also encouraged 
other students to attend Queer 
FallFest as a way to get integrated 
into the UNC community.

During the pandemic, Queer 
Fa l l Fe s t  w a s  h e l d  v i r t u a l l y. 

However, Phoenix said holding the 
event in person will facilitate more 
conversation and interaction. T said 
students of all years are encouraged 
to attend.

Cade Klimek, a rising senior who 
also plans to attend the event said 
he has not attended Queer FallFest 
before and the virtual format the past 
few years turned him away from it. 

“I think that people kind of have 
been waiting for a way to really 
interact with the LGBT Center in a 
way that isn’t virtual,” Klimek said.

Phoenix said T hopes students 
can take away a sense of belonging, 
acceptance, and connection to other 
queer and transgender students from 
the event.

The center promoted the event on 
its social media pages — however, 
Phoenix said T would like to see all 
identity center events be highlighted 
more by the University. 

Klimek said he hopes Queer 
FallFest will be similar to FallFest, 
which he said had a great atmosphere. 

“ There’s  a  feel ing of  value 
when people reach out to you 
and you walk by a table and they 
see that you’re part of the LGBT 
community,  and I  think that 
representation and feeling seen 
is really important, and it’s really 
validating as member of the queer 
community,” Klimek said. “And I 
think that representation is what 
I really look forward to.”

DTH/KENNEDY COX
The Student Academic Services Building where the UNC LGBTQ+ Center is located, pictured on Aug. 10, 2022.

By Madi Kirkman
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @madikirk31
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING

University Gardens residents face eviction
Local organizations 

have banded together to 
extend residents’ notices

On June 30, some residents of 
University Gardens, an affordable 
housing community in Chapel 
Hill, received letters from their 
landlord stating that they had to 
vacate their apartments before the 
start of August. 

“I didn’t know nothing until I got 
a letter on my door,” Jay, a complex 
resident who requested The Daily 
Tar Heel not disclose his full name, 
said. “It’s crazy – what the hell can 
someone do in 30 days?” 

Orange County Housing Director 
Corey Root said the landlord and 
owner of University Gardens is 
evicting the residents because they 
plan to sell some of the apartment 
units. The complex did not respond 
to the DTH’s request for comment. 

W h e n  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e 
pending eviction, the Orange 
C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y 
Commissioners, Town of Chapel 
Hill, Community Empowerment 
Fund, EMPOWERment, Inc. and 
Community Home Trust joined 
forces to provide aid and resources 
for the University Gardens residents.

According to  Renee Price , 
the chairperson of the Orange 
County BOCC, the coalition of 
these organizations spoke with 
residents about their needs and 
then spoke directly with the owner 
of University Gardens.

T h e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  a n d 
coalition agreed to extend the 

University Gardens residents’ 
notices for 60 days until the end 
of September if  the coalition 
balanced the outstanding dues of 
some of the residents being evicted, 
covered rent and provided a $500 
incentive, Root said in an email to 
the DTH.

Although he wasn’t prepared to 
be forced to leave, Jay said he had 
wanted to leave University Gardens 
for a while.

“This was my sister’s place before 
she died, so I decided to stay here 
even though it ain’t much of a home 
to me,” Jay said. “I never felt like 
this town was my home. There’s a 
community — one that formed with 
all the people going through hard 
shit — but the landlords and the 
town don’t care about us.”

Another resident of University 
Gardens, Kevin Nesnow, grew up 
in Chapel Hill. He said he noticed 
a lot of economic growth and 
an increase in prices, with little 
accommodation for those who have 
been here for generations.

“I don’t think enough emphasis 
was placed on providing areas 
of affordable housing,” Nesnow 
said. “The displacement of locals 
and residents with property taxes 
going up and things like this 
pushing people outside of their 
hometown is a common thread. 
It targets minorities and people 
of color. It’s gentrification that 
doesn’t need to exist.”

Root said the coalition started the 
process of covering the costs for the 
residents by accessing emergency 
rent assistance funds. 

“I ’m very pleased with the 
collaboration and with people being 
able to stay in their units,” Root said. 
“Much of this work is still underway, 

so (I’m) also concerned that we’re 
able to complete what needs to 
happen within these tight deadlines.”

As they wait for more progress 
w i t h i n  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n ,  t h e 
coalition has worked to connect 
families with urgent resources to 
find new housing, like the county’s 
Housing Helpline, its Emergency 
Housing Assistance program, the 
federal Housing Choice Voucher 
program, and the county Eviction 
Diversion program.

University Gardens resident 
Latoya Smith said she was pleased 
with the efforts of the coalition 
but wasn’t satisfied by the state of 
affordable housing in Chapel Hill 
and ongoing displacement. 

“This Chapel Hill is completely 
different from the one that I knew 
as a kid,” Smith said. “I can’t call it 
home anymore, even though I wish 
I could.”

Affordable housing in Chapel Hill

The median household income in 
Chapel Hill is $86,400, according 
to the Town of Chapel Hill. Those 
whose yearly earnings fall below 80 
percent of the Area Median Income 
(AMI) are classified as low-income 
in Orange County. 

Based on this definition, Chapel 
Hill provides living space for its low-
income population, with about 36 
percent of all of the Town’s housing.

A f f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g  f o r 
community members in the area 
can be more difficult to achieve on 
a yearly salary than falls below 80 
percent of the AMI. 

However, those making $15 per 
hour during a 40-hour work week 
for 50 weeks a year have an annual 
salary of $30,000, which translates 

to around 34.7 percent of the AMI 
for a Chapel Hill household.

As of January 2022, only 4 percent 
of housing in Chapel Hill had prices 
below 30 percent of the area’s AMI. 
Even for those units which are 
available, there is often a long wait 
or poor living conditions, Jay said. 

Despi te  the  sparseness  o f 
accessible, affordable housing in 
Chapel Hill, local governments are 
conscious of the issue. 

Price said there are a lot of 
barriers in place that disrupt the 
local government’s ability to increase 
low-income housing.

“The state legislature is not on our 

By Grant Alexander
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

side right now, and they aren’t really 
interested in talking about affordable 
housing,” she said. “They are more 
focused on generating revenue.”

To get around their inability to 
make sweeping mandates, the local 
governments have hired new staff, 
funded studies, partnered with local 
organizations, incentivized landlords, 
applied for grants, and spent funds 
from the federal American Rescue 
Plan Act, Price said.

Editor’s note: Grant Alexander 
volunteered with CEF this summer.

Twitter: @grantalxandr

DTH/CALLI WESTRA
Layota Smith and Demonte Folks sit on their bed on July 24, 2022. Smith 
and Folks are residents of University Gardens Condos in Chapel Hill, N.C.
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Black-owned companies serve local area

DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS
Loretha Johnson, the owner of Ms. Mastic’s Crystals & More, stands outside 
Midway Market on Aug. 8, 2022.

Loretha Johnson opened Ms. 
Mastic’s Crystals & More in 2020 
to help the community with natural 

healing products, following in the 
footsteps of her ancestors.

“My ancestors were healers through 
herbs and working with the land and 
things like that,” she said.

Ms. Mastic’s Crystals & More is a 
business that seeks to improve the 
well-being of others. They offer crystals, 
aromatherapy, artisan soaps and body 
products from their store at 109 N. 
Graham St. Suite 203. 

Johnson said she aims to teach 

younger people in the community 
about holistic and natural healing 
options that are available in the 
forms of  physical  wel l-being 
a l o n g s i d e  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a n d 
metaphysical aspects of well-being. 

She said she hopes this spread of 
information can be used to help get 
more healing products in Black homes. 

One of her main influences when 
creating her business was Delores 
Bailey, the executive director of 
community development for non-profit 
EmPOWERment Inc. 

Johnson described Bailey, who 
works to be an advocate for those in 
Chapel Hill, as a knowledgeable source 
who can help give guidance to starting 
and growing businesses. 

“She is the Energizer Bunny with 
regards to getting information out 
there to Black business owners and 
encouraging people to take that route,” 
Johnson said. 

Black-owned businesses like Ms. 
Mastic’s Crystals & More serve their 
communities across North Carolina. 

August is nationally celebrated as 
Black Business Month. The Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro area has many Black-
owned businesses to shop at.

Trevor Holman, the owner of Trevor 
Holman Photography, has also done 
important work to help those in the 
community. His business has locations 

in Chapel Hill, Raleigh and Durham. 
During the height of the COVID-

19 pandemic, Holman said he offered 
complimentary headshots to those 
who were unemployed. By doing this, 
Holman said he hoped to jumpstart 
their careers.

“I’m just trying to help as many 
people as possible,” Holman said. 

He was recognized for his work 
by the Chamber for a Greater Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro, which awarded him the 
Community Impact Award at the 2022 
Business Excellence Awards.  

As another avenue of finding 
assistance with starting Black-owned 
businesses, Holman mentioned the 
U.S. Small Business Administration. 
He said the organization offers many 
funding options and contacts for 
minority populations. 

Holman also had success working 
with the Chamber for a Greater 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro, which he said 
offers local resources for small and 
large business owners.

Margo Newkirk, the CEO of Blend 
of Soul, works with her partner 
Kiera Gardner in Durham to create 
locally sourced juicing options for 
the community. Gardner said they 
started the business after noticing 
the lack of healthy food and drink 
options available.

She said she takes inspiration from 

Madam C.J. Walker, who was able to 
start a business from the bottom up 
and become the first Black woman in 
America to become a millionaire.

Blend of Soul actively teams up 
with the Black Farmers Market 
to help ensure they are including 
fresh ingredients in their juices, 
Gardner added.

When starting their business, 
she said many resources needed to 
launch weren’t readily accessible. 
She said assets are especially scarce 
for people of color.

She said that while she’s noticed 
new grants for minority groups, it’s 
also hard to find information on how 
to start a business. She believes there 
must be more organizations dedicated 
to business education. 

She also said their main goal is to 
stay active in the community, especially 
regarding impactful subjects like 
systemic racism. 

“We’re more than just juicing, we’re 
Black women that juice,” Gardner said. 

To help stay involved, Gardner said 
they are constantly using their social 
media to spread awareness about 
juicing and other issues, allowing their 
clientele to know what is important to 
them and their business. 

Chapel Hill and Durham 
owners lend a helping 

hand to the community
By Sierra President

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @sierrapresident

COMMUNITY EVENTS

American Indian Center to host welcome event

DTH/ANNA CONNORS
UNC’s American Indian Center is pictured on Saturday, Aug. 13, 2022.

A f t e r  s t u d e n t s  s p e n t  t h e 
summer away from campus, the 
UNC American Indian Center 
is preparing to host its annual 
Welcome Extravaganza to reunite the 
University’s Indigenous community 
with live music, food and festivities. 

The event will take place on 
Wednesday, Aug. 17 from 5 p.m. to 
7 p.m. at the Center as part of the 
University’s Weeks of Welcome. 
Students will be able to enjoy dinner 
and entertainment from a Native 
music artist as they celebrate and have 
the opportunity to meet the new AIC 
director, Danielle Hiraldo.  

“This is an opportunity for us to 
celebrate our Indigenous contributions, 
and the contributions to come for our 
students, our faculty and staff, and then 
to welcome our friends and community 
members to this new year at Chapel 
Hill,” Hiraldo said. 

A member of the Lumbee tribe of 
North Carolina, Hiraldo began serving 
as director in July. After the slower 
summer months, she said that she is 
looking forward to students returning 
to campus next week.  

“When the students are back, and 
faculty and staff are going, there’s 
just a different energy that you can 
find,” Hiraldo said. “There is a lot of 
excitement on campus for what the 
new year will bring, and I’m excited to 
see that and I’m excited to see what our 
native student leaders will do this year.” 

The extravaganza typically 
features live performances by a 
“Next Generation Artist” through the 
Music Maker Foundation. This year, 
southeastern N.C. native Lakota John 
will perform. 

John is a member of the Lumbee 
tribe of North Carolina who combines 
blues music with traditional indigenous 
music and instruments. The Center 
found it important to feature a local 
Indigenous artist, Hiraldo said. 

The extravaganza will be held 
directly in front of the Center and will 
be open to students and the public, 
including local American Indians. 

Zianne Richardson, a member of the 
Haliwa-Saponi and Nansemond tribes 

and president of the Carolina Indian 
Circle, said the extravaganza is meant 
to be inclusive. 

“It’s open to the public, anybody can 
come — native and non-native alike,” 
she said. “And it’s just a moment for the 
AIC to bring us all together right at the 
beginning of the year, especially when 
we have new students coming in.” 

At the event, American Indian 
student groups such as the Carolina 
Indian Circle and the First Nations 
Graduate Circle provide information 
about their  organizations to 
prospective students. 

“It’s just an opportunity for those 
new students to see how many people 
are here to support them and where 
we are across campus,”  said FNGC 
President Marissa Carmi, a member of 
the Oneida Nation of Wisconsin.

Representatives will also be available 
from various departments across 
campus, including the American Indian 
and Indigenous Studies program. 

Hiraldo explained the importance 
of not only recognizing the historical 
contributions of indigenous peoples 
in the state, but also recognizing the 
current contributions on campus and 
across North Carolina. 

“It’s important to recognize that 

Indigenous peoples have a rich history 
in the state, but they also continue that 
legacy today,” she said. 

The Welcome Extravaganza 
provides many students with a place to 
reunite with friends and meet staff at 
the AIC. Tia Hunt, the Political Action 
Chair for the CIC and a member of the 
Lumbee tribe recounted the emotions 

she had when attending the event as a 
first-year student. 

“I was very excited for it,”  she said. 
“It was one of the first events I went 
to by myself and I’m really glad I did 
because I met so many of my close 
friends on campus.” 

The ‘Welcome 
Extravaganza’ is open to 
students and the public

By Collin Tadlock
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @collinatadlock

CHAPEL HILL TRANSIT

Artists create LGBTQ+ designs for art bus, shelter

Chapel Hill’s Art + Transit program 
unveiled a new LGBTQ+ themed bus 
and bus shelter after partnering with 
two local queer artists.  

The bus, titled “Can’t Stop Pride,” 
is a collaboration between Art + 
Transit and the Town’s LGBTQIA+ 
Employee Resource Group.   

Staff members of the group chose 
Durham artist Wutang McDougal 
for the bus’ design, which features 
LGBTQ+ imagery within a bright 
color palette. McDougal did not 
respond to The Daily Tar Heel’s 
requests for comment.

Raleigh-based installation artist 
Jane Cheek designed the bus shelter, 
“We Knew Intersectionality Was 
the Way Forward,” which features 

overlapping circles that display the 
colors of the Progress Pride Flag. 

Including the Pride installation, nine 
new bus shelters and one art bus now 
join the more than 30 art installations 
on local transit infrastructure. Art + 
Transit,  an initiative led by Chapel Hill 
Community Arts & Culture and Chapel 
Hill Transit, began its initiative in 2018 
to make commutes more vibrant 
through bus and bus shelter art.

Steve Wright, the public art 
coordinator  for  C hapel  Hi l l 
Community Arts & Culture, said Art 
+ Transit wanted to focus specifically 
on LGBTQ+ Pride. 

In their artist statement, McDougal 
said they wanted to represent pride 
in Black queerness, the transgender 
community and queer love through 
the design. 

Cheek said that  while  the 
Town didn’t give specific thematic 

guidelines for the piece, her focus 
involved building community and 
increasing queer visibility.  

“I know for me personally, one 
of the things that makes me feel 
welcomed or safe is seeing Pride 
flags,” Cheek said. “So incorporating 
that into my work has been kind of a 
theme recently.”

Brian Litchfield, Chapel Hill’s 
transit director, said the Art + Transit 
program centers around enlivening 
the community, making art more 
accessible for community members 
and supporting local artists.  

“This year one of our focuses was 
on supporting local artists and also 
providing an opportunity to express 
our support and values related to the 
LGBTQIA+ community,” he said. 

The other new bus shelter 
installations feature varying themes, 
ranging from Antonio Alanis’ 

“Sun,” which draws inspiration 
from Latin American designs, to 
Sally Gregoire’s “Barning Around 
in North Carolina,” which is an 
acknowledgment of the agricultural 
history of North Carolina.

Collage artist and photographer Sara 
Roberts said her installation, “Blooms 
Over Chapel Hill,” was primarily aimed 
at bringing joy to community members. 
Roberts said her art is heavily inspired 
by her time spent in nature while 
growing up in North Carolina.           

Roberts said a large part of the 
project involved giving back to 
the community in a way that was 
readily accessible.

“As artists, we love people,” she said. 
“And the best way we can give back 
to people is through public art, and I 
think it’s super, super important.”

By Taylor Barnhill
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

DTH/ANDREW LAM
Bus shelter located at Carolina 
Apartments in Carrboro on August 
13, 2022. Twitter: @taylorbarnhill_
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DTH/CALLI WESTRA
El Centro Hispano, one of many cultural centers in the Chapel HIll-Carrboro area, pictured on Aug. 8, 2022.

T he C hapel  Hi l l - Carrboro 
community is comprised of a wide 
range of cultural backgrounds, 
identities and lived experiences. 

The Daily Tar Heel has compiled 
a list of some of the identity-based 
cultural centers in the area as an 
introduction to the resources and 
opportunities they provide.

El Centro Hispano

With multiple locations throughout 
the Triangle, including 201 W. Weaver 
St. in Carrboro, El Centro Hispano 
primarily strives to strengthen and 
advance the Latinx community 
through equity and inclusion, 
according to its website. 

The center has five focus areas— 
education, economic development, 
community support, civic & community 
participation and community health. 

Some of the center’s initiatives 
and resources include connecting 
workers and employers in the 
area, teaching English as a second 
language, providing health support 
and promoting advocacy and self-
sufficiency within the Latinx and 
Hispanic communities. 

Rogers-Eubanks Neighborhood 
Association Community Center 

The Rogers-Eubanks Neighborhood 
Association Community Center is a 
hub for residents of the historically 
Black Rogers-Eubanks neighborhood. 
The center offers after-school tutoring, 
a summer enrichment camp, a food 
pantry and advocacy and education 
programs with local government and 
school system members.

RENA hopes to both fight for 
environmental and social justice 
in its community and also support 
neighborhoods across the nation with 
knowledge and resources, Robert 
Campbell, the president of RENA, said. 

S a n c a r  Tu r k i s h  Cu l t u ra l  a n d 
Community Center

The Sancar Turkish Cultural 
and Community Center, located 
at 1609 E. Franklin St., strives 
to provide a space for American 
and Turkish people to widen 
their perspectives on each other’s 
cultures. 

Aziz Sancar and his wife, Gwen 
Sancar, co-founded the Aziz and Gwen 
Sancar Foundation in 2007. The 
community center opened in 2021.

Gwen Sancar said the center hosts 
educational exhibits and events and 
helps students and community 
members from Turkey adjust to life 
in the United States.

“The fact that it says it’s a Turkish 
cultural center does not mean 
open only to Turks – it’s open to 

everybody and we want non-Turks 
(to) come too, and come with an 
open mind and a perspective of 
learning,” she said.

Refugee Community Partnership

T h e  R e f u g e e  C o m m u n i t y 
Partnership is a volunteer-driven 
organization that works with 
migrant and refugee communities 
in Orange County to provide 

critical information and resources 
in their primary languages, its 
website states.

One of its initiatives is the Hive, a 
virtual space where RCP interpreters 
translate critical announcements 
and information into various 
languages to inform and support 
non-English-speaking communities. 

Through another initiative, RCP 
volunteers build relationships with 
local migrant residents, caring for 

their present needs, such as housing 
and employment and supporting their 
future goals, like attending college.

Chapel Hill Islamic Center

The Chapel Hill Islamic Center is 
a mosque located at 103 Stateside Dr. 
in Chapel Hill. It is open daily for the 
Quran halaqa before Isha prayer. On 
Fridays it is open for the Juma Khutba 
and Prayer and on Sundays for Fajir 
prayer, khatira and then breakfast.

Jawad Syed, a junior at UNC, has 
attended Friday prayers at the center 
and said he believes having a mosque 
near campus is critical for Muslim 
students to build connections with 
others who understand their faith 
and experiences.

The Marian Cheek Jackson Center

The Marian Cheek Jackson Center 
for Saving and Making History, 
located at 512 W. Rosemary St., works 
to record the past and preserve the 
future of Chapel Hill and Carrboro’s 
historically Black neighborhoods, 
according to its website.

The center achieves this mission 
through resources such as From 
the Rock Wall, a website that 
preserves the oral histories of long-
time residents of the Northside 
neighborhood, with the goal of 
building up the Black community 
with reconciliation and equity.

The Jackson Center also supports 
the Heavenly Groceries  food 
bank, hosts neighborhood events 
for the Northside community to 
connect and offers a self-guided 
neighborhood audio tour called 
“Histories of Home: A Walk with 
Northside Neighbors.”

Compass Center for Women and 
Families

The Compass Center for Women 
and Families provides services at the 
intersection of gender equity and 
economic justice. It offers domestic 
violence crisis and prevention 
services, referrals to community 
services, assistance with legal 
services, youth health programs 
and career and financial education, 
according to its website.

These services are available to 
people of all gender identities and 
socio-economic backgrounds. 

Local cultural centers aid the community

By Eliza Benbow
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Chapel Hill-Carrboro organizations provide identity-based support

“It’s open to everybody and we want non-Turks (to) come too, and come with an 
open mind and a perspective of learning.” 

Gwen Sancar
Co-founder of the Sancar Turkish Cultural and Community Center

Twitter: @eliza_benbow
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                    Deadlines
Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication

Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days
prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252 DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarketplace

© 2015 The Mepham Group.  
All rights reserved.

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 9 — Go for what you 
love. Advance personal passion 
projects by leaps and bounds. 
Conditions favor bold initiatives. 
Dress for success. Push full speed 
ahead.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is a 7 — Relax in your 
sanctuary. Enjoy favorite rituals 
and traditions. Creativity and 
imagination spark. Envision how 
you’d like things to go. Research 
possibilities. Plot your course.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is an 8 — Team initiatives 
can advance where an individual 
might get stopped. Arrange 
connections in advance. 
Organize. Share resources, 
support and information. Teach 
and learn.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is a 9 — Your status and 
influence are rising. Develop 
professional projects with heart. 
You can get what you need. Put 
love into your work and it flowers
 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is a 9 — Dig into a 
curious obsession. Study and 
investigate. The more you learn, 
the more you need to know. 
Discover something exciting, 
delicious and new.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is a 9 — Gather in 
abundance. Technology can 
increase profitability. Find 
creative efficiencies. Make a 
change or investment for lasting 
gain. Collaborate for shared 
profits.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is a 9 — Collaboration 
and partnership come naturally. 
Brainstorm clever ideas. Choose 
which ones to advance and push 
with all your heart. Share love, 
creativity and beauty.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is a 9 — Nurture yourself. 
Nature and friends recharge you. 
Get outside and do something 
you love. Physical action gets 
wonderful results. Beat your own 
record. 

Sagittarius (NOV. 22-
DEC.21)
Today is an 8 — Enjoy simple 
pleasures. Have fun with friends 
and family. Beautiful scenery and 
music add an inviting ambiance. 
Savor delicious moments with 
people you love.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is an 8 — Home comforts 
draw you in. Enjoy family 
connections. Domestic arts and 
improvements provide satisfying 
results. Fortune follows initiative. 
Fill the house with love.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Today is an 8 — You’re especially 
creative with words and images. 
Craft them into an interesting 
statement. Express your heart. 
Share and network. Find what 
you’re looking for.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 9 — Have faith in your 
own abilities and imagination. 
Develop lucrative opportunities 
into positive cash flow. Creative 
ideas abound. Narrow focus to 
the most promising.

HOROSCOPES If  August 15th
is Your Birthday...

Discover new territory this year. Coordinate consistently and share powerful 
results. Resolve a matter of the heart this summer, before love inspires 
autumn romance, passion and creativity. Winter changes affect your friends 
and community, before a springtime career surge uplifts. Contribute to an 
inspiring vision.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

Across
1 Something to pay
5 “Nothing’s broken”
9 Lawn game
14 Fir fellers
15 Cool off in a shallow stream, say
16 Weasley family owl
17 Substantial return
20 Popeye’s nemesis
21 Zagreb native
22 Salon creations
23 NCR product
24 “You betcha”
26 Mohel’s rite
28 Color named for a dancer
34 Dodger who befriended Jackie Robinson
35 Peter of “The Maltese Falcon”
36 Word of regret
39 Sudden burst
42 9/11 Commission chair Tom
43 Star transports
45 Emulated Van Winkle, after 20 years
47 Bleeping
51 Toni Morrison novel
52 Reluctantly absorb, as a loss
53 Little bite
56 Admiral’s rear
59 Toon duck triplet
61 “Fame” singer Cara
63 Making a killing in Vegas ... or what 
happens in 17-, 28- and 47-Across
66 Do the Thanksgiving honors
67 Start to scope
68 __ fixe
69 Pulled a fast one on
70 Beef bourguignonne, for one
71 Old geopolitical states: Abbr.

Down
1 Flintstone word
2 Hold in awe
3 Anesthetize
4 Air Force NCO
5 __ Jima
6 Italian noblewoman
7 Dump feature
8 Jedi Master Obi-Wan __
9 Brutish
10 Uranus, for one
11 Scummy deposit
12 Gabrielle Chanel, familiarly
13 Fraternal order
18 British detective played by Michael 
Kitchen
19 Deserve
25 Lager alternatives
27 Like many addresses
29 Incendiary acts
30 Race for four, commonly
31 Dander
32 Gun lobby org.
33 “Jeopardy!” whiz Jennings
36 Priest’s white garment
37 Unlike Abner, really
38 Geriatrician’s gp.
40 Bug on the road?
41 Dancing girl in “Return of the Jedi”
44 Moved stealthily
46 Journalist Couric
48 Wells’ sci-fi race
49 Bully’s array
50 Works with dough
54 Word with tube or circle
55 Some toys, briefly
56 It’s sung to the same tune as “Twinkle, 
twinkle”
57 Lady of the Haus
58 Md. athlete
60 “__ a Kick Out of You”: Porter song
62 Slugger’s stats
64 Latin greeting
65 Fell, as firs

Help WantedHelp Wanted
AUDITIONS this week for Carolina Choir, Glee Club, UNC Chamber Singers. Sign up via Google 

at https://go.unc.edu/auds or contact Prof. Klebanow at skleb@email.unc.edu. All singers 
welcome!

PART-TIME AFTERNOON NANNY Part-time Nanny (12-20 hours)/week needed in afternoons 
for 3 children (ages 3, 5, 7) in Durham. Needs a car, fun-loving spirit, and meal prep experience. 

336-453-8537

PS4 PRO AND GAMING SOUNDBAR Looking for a preowned PS4 Pro and gaming speaker/
soundbar. Shoot me an email if you have one or know anybody willing to sell.

HOUSE ELF POSITION Energetic student wanted to help with housework at home near 
campus. Flexible schedule accommodates your classes. Attitude more important than 

experience. $15/hr, 4 hrs/wk. lbanner@nc.rr.com

PIANO INSTRUCTOR Responsibilities include evaluating pupils’ needs and preparing lessons, 
handling admin duties, keeping track of appointments. For full job description please email or 

call!
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WOMEN’S FIELD HOCKEY

UNC preps in first post-COVID-19 offseason

DTH/ANNIE LE BARON
Senior forward Erin Matson (1) makes a pass during UNC’s game against Appalachian State on Aug. 14, 2022.

When asked for one word to 
describe her approach to the 2022 
season, UNC field hockey senior 
midfielder Meredith Sholder paused. 

Just one word to express the pent-
up urge to avenge last season’s poorly-
met expectations? A tough task.

UNC field hockey had a worse-than-
normal season last year, posting a 13-7 
record and dropping its opportunity 
to win its fourth consecutive national 
championship. Holes in the defense 
and the attack, a tough travel schedule 
and residual COVID-19 effects left the 
team sputtering to a halt by the end of 
the season.

Reflecting upon last fall and how 
the team is moving forward into 
2022, Sholder finally conjured up a 
word after her drawn-out moment of 
thought — relentless.

The Tar Heels have worked tirelessly 
during their first true offseason since 
the COVID-19 pandemic to address 
the shortcomings of the 2021 season, 
prioritizing conditioning, signing 
new coaches, implementing better 
defensive strategies and picking up 
new talent for the roster. 

Inconsistencies in the young 

backfield were at the top of the 
offseason to-do list, addressed by the 
hiring of assistant coach Caitlin Van 
Sickle. As a starting defender for UNC’s 
2009 national championship team, 
Van Sickle brought not just veteran 
leadership to the team, but strategies 
in man-marking and zonal defense. 

Implementing new drills and 

a renewed mindset, Van Sickle is 
working to gel the backs, spearheaded 
by senior Romea Riccardo, to form 
a tight line. Volunteer assistant 
coach Manuel Garcia Nieto will also 
join the Tar Heels on the sidelines, 
bringing 15 years of professional 
coaching experience to the team.

D e s p i t e  k e y  m i d f i e l d e r s 

graduating last year, the Tar Heels 
still possess seasoned weapons in 
their offensive foundation. Senior 
forward Erin Matson is exercising 
her fifth year of eligibility to continue 
to play for the Tar Heels after leading 
the nation in scoring in 2021. 
Previous starters in the midfield, 
Sholder and senior midfielder Paityn 

Wirth, are also returning for their 
sixth and fourth years, respectively.

“I think sometimes when you 
have a lot of returners, you have 
this anticipation that you’re going 
to be really good,” head coach Karen 
Shelton said. “You start looking 
ahead. We don’t want to do that.”

Prominent additions to UNC are 
first-years Ashley Sessa and Ryleigh 
Heck on the attack, alongside 
goalkeeper Kylie Walbert. All of the 
newcomers have already clocked 
experience with older UNC teammates 
during the offseason.

The Tar Heels will open their 
season with matchups against 
Michigan and Iowa — two of the 
top teams in the nation. Both foes 
defeated UNC in the ACC-Big Ten 
Challenge last year, giving the Tar 
Heels their worst start since 1992.

“Last year, we stumbled and we 
don’t know exactly why, but the ACC 
has a bit of a revenge mentality as a 
whole to get back on top,” Shelton said.

Even coming off of a lackluster 
2021 campaign, Shelton still believes 
there will be a target on the backs 
of her dynastic team. And armed 
with new weapons, the team will be 
prepared to fight their way back to 
the top — relentlessly.

“I don’t think we will be an 
underdog, to be honest with you,” 
Shelton said. “I think we’re going to 
still take everybody’s best shot.”

The Tar Heels look 
to improve from last 
year’s performance

By Kaitlyn Schmidt
Senior  Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @KaitlynSchmid1
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MEN’S SOCCER

Transfers, veterans aim for 2022 rebound

DTH FILE/CYNTHIA LIU
Junior midfielder Cameron Fisher (17) embraces midfielder Ernest Bawa (20) 
after scoring a goal at Dorrance Field on Friday, Sept. 3, 2021.

Coming into last season, the 
expectation for the North Carolina 
men’s soccer team was clear — 
compete for a national championship.

The Tar Heels were fresh off 
a trip to the NCAA Tournament 
semifinals and returned nine 
starters from their 2020 squad. 
With its experience and talent, UNC 
was tabbed the No. 4 team in the 
nation in the United Soccer Coaches 
preseason poll.

Yet, costly injuries and struggles 
in ACC play contributed to North 
Carolina finishing the season unranked. 
The Tar Heels’ second-round exit in 
the NCAA tournament marked an 
underwhelming finish for a team once 
presumed one of the nation’s best. 

This season, the team is looking to 
bounce back and return to the level of 
play seen in years past. 

The Tar Heels were anchored 
by their back line in 2021, which 
surrendered only 1.05 goals per game 
— the third lowest in the ACC. 

The group was spearheaded by 
graduate defenders Joe Pickering 
and Filippo Zattarin and also featured 
First-Team All-ACC selection Alec 
Smir. However, all three players have 
exhausted their college eligibility, 
raising concerns over who will replace 
their production.

To make up for those departures, 
head coach Carlos Somoano hit the 
transfer portal and lured two new 
graduate defenders to Chapel Hill — 
James Person and Til Zinnhardt.

Person, a graduate from Saint 
Mary’s, brings heaps of experience 
to UNC. He started in all but two 

matches during his four seasons with 
the Gaels, with the exception of the 
2020 season which he missed due to 
injury. Arriving from Tulsa, Zinnhardt 
comes to North Carolina fresh off 
being named to the United Soccer 
Coaches All-East Region’s first team.

With these arrivals, and the 
maturation of multi-year Tar Heels like 
junior Riley Thomas and sophomore 
Matt Edwards, North Carolina could be 
on its way to boasting another strong 
defensive unit.

While the defense features many 
new faces, the Tar Heels are returning 
most of their offensive players.

Three of the top five goal scorers last 
season — junior Ernest Bawa, senior 
Cameron Fisher and graduate Milo 
Garvanian — will look to take North 
Carolina’s offense to the next level. That 
trio found the back of the net 12 times 
last season, led by Fisher’s five goals.

However, UNC’s offense suffered 
a major hit when leading scorer Tega 
Ikoba signed a homegrown contract 
with the Portland Timbers. The ACC 
All-Freshman honoree became the 
seventh Tar Heel since 2008 to sign 
an MLS homegrown contract, and his 

abrupt departure left a gaping hole in 
UNC’s attacking front.

But Somoano found another key 
transfer to help fill the void left by his 
star first-year. Graduate midfielder 
Sebastian Schacht, who started every 
game for Saint Mary’s last season 
and was named to the All-WCC First 
Team, will likely play a significant 
role from day one.

With the addition of Schacht and 
North Carolina’s returning core, 
offensive talent isn’t a question for the 
Tar Heels. Rather, discovering a go-to 
goalscorer will determine if UNC can 
elevate its attack to greater heights.

Unlike last year, North Carolina has 
little spotlight or expectations headed 
into this season. With its No. 24 ranking 
in United Soccer Coaches preseason 
poll, the Tar Heels are ranked below 
five conference opponents.

With less pressure, UNC has 
an opportunity to return to college 
soccer’s greatest stage. And with the 
combination of talented transfers and 
polished veterans rostered, the Tar 
Heels may have what it takes.

By Evan Rogers
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @evanr0gers

VOLLEYBALL

Tar Heels to face a tough 2022 schedule

DTH FILE/KATIE RAINS
In the Sept. 18 game against Davidson, first-year outside hitter Mabrey 
Shaffmaster (9) serves the ball. UNC won three out of three sets.

After finishing sixth in the ACC 
last season with a 21-9 record and 
securing its first NCAA Tournament 
appearance since 2016, North 
Carolina’s volleyball team enters the 
2022 season with high expectations.

The Tar Heels open their non-
conference schedule with a road trip to 
Colorado, where they will face Colorado 
State, UC Santa Barbara and Northern 
Colorado on Aug. 26 and 27. Last 
season, both the Colorado State Rams 
and the Gauchos of Santa Barbara 
finished second in their respective 
conferences. Northern Colorado — 
with an impressive 24-win season  — 
won the Big Sky Tournament last year.

When Colorado State traveled to 
Chapel Hill last September, UNC 
overcame a 2-0 deficit to narrowly 
escape in five sets. The Rams’ defense, 
which recorded six blocks and 55 digs 
in that last meeting, will likely test the 
Tar Heels’ offense again this year.

Before starting conference play, 
the Tar Heels will have two more 
opportunities to gauge their ability 
with back-to-back September 
tournaments. On Sept. 9 and 10,  they 
will play Michigan and Michigan 
State in Carmichael Arena as part of 
the ACC-Big Ten Challenge. A week 
later, the team will travel to the VCU 
Invitational to face off against Old 
Dominion, VCU and UMBC.

There’s not much of a break 
for North Carolina once it begins 
conference play, as three of their first 
four opponents finished within the 
top five of the ACC in 2021.

The Tar Heels start with a 
challenging road matchup against 
Pittsburgh, which finished second in 
the ACC in 2021 with a 30-4 record. 
UNC then travels to Virginia and plays 
host to Miami and Florida State. This 
four-game stretch will be critical for 
the Tar Heels to stay in the mix of the 
ACC’s top teams early in the season.

Another pivotal four-game stretch 
will come later in November when 
UNC hosts Louisville and plays three 
road games against Notre Dame, 
Louisville and Florida State.

The Tar Heels will have to adjust 
to life without some of their former 
key players, notably now-graduated 

Nia Robinson, last season’s leader 
in kills. Other departures include 
hitters Emily Zinger and Amanda 
Phegley, setters Meghan Neelon 
and Annabelle Archer and defensive 
specialist Ryan Shannon. Zinger and 
Phegley tied for the team’s fourth-
most kills last season, while Neelon 
led the team in assists.

However, UNC still returns many 
key contributors and brings in 
several promising transfers and first-
year players. The Tar Heels return 
ACC Freshman of the Year Mabrey 
Shaffmaster, who led the team with a 
total of 436.5 points and finished with 
the fifth-most blocks. Shaffmaster 
will likely have to increase her 
production, as two of the Tar Heels’ 
top-four leaders in kills from 2021 
have left the team.

Junior middle hitter Kaya Merkler, 
who finished the 2021 season ranked 
third on the team in kills, will return 
and help fill the void hitting void left 
by Robinson, Phegley and Zinger. In 
addition to Merkler, the Tar Heels 
added hitting help with the transfer 
arrival of former two-time All-ACC 
outside hitter Charley Niego from 
Notre Dame, who led the Fighting 
Irish in kills in three of her four years 
with the program.

On the defensive side, UNC 
returns starting libero and 2021 
digs leader senior Karenna Wurl. 
Although the return of Merkler 
ensures the team will be with its 
leading blocker, the Tar Heels lost 
their second and third-leading 
blockers in Phegley and Zinger. The 
team will need senior middle hitter 
Skyy Howard — who finished fourth 

on the team in blocks last season — 
to help fill the blocking production 
gap left by the departing players.

UNC starts its season on Friday, 
Aug. 19 at 5 p.m. with the blue and 
white scrimmage before hosting an 
exhibition game against High Point 
on Saturday, Aug. 20 at 1 p.m.

The season starts Friday, 
Aug. 19, with the Blue 
and White scrimmage

By Cooper Metts
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dthsports

WOMEN’S FIELD HOCKEY

New offensive duo to fuel redemption season

DTH/IRA WILDER
First-years Ashley Sessa (3) and Ryleigh 
Heck (12) look to make an impact on 
UNC’s field hockey team this year.

Before UNC field hockey first-
years Ryleigh Heck and Ashley Sessa 
officially stepped foot on campus as 
students, they were already well-
known faces in the locker room. 

Heck had been selected to play in 
the Senior Nexus Championship in 
July alongside eleven other current 
Tar Heels and was just recently 
named to the 2022-23 U.S. Women’s 
National Field Hockey Team. As for 
Sessa, who already had a year under 
her belt on the national team, she 
saw playing time in Karen Shelton 
Stadium with UNC players in the 
FIH Hockey Pro League this spring.

Though Sessa and Heck grew up 
separated by the Pennsylvania-New 

Jersey border, they were brought 
together at the WC Eagles training 
center and became fast friends in 
grade school. This season, the two 
experienced newcomers will look 
to make an immediate impact on 
UNC’s offense.

“I think they’re the top two 
freshmen in the nation,” head coach 
Karen Shelton said.

The two separately received the 
praise after accomplished high school 
field hockey careers. Heck earned 
All-America honors three times, was 
named USA Today’s National Player 
of the Year in 2022 and led her team 
to three New Jersey state titles. Sessa 
won two gold medals with the United 
States Indoor Team, and at 17 years 
old, was the youngest player on the 
women’s national team.

Meeting in the middle of their 
two hometowns to play club field 
hockey, Sessa and Heck formed 
a sister-like relationship off the 
field, going to family dinners and 

sparking arguments about stealing 
each others’ hair ties. But on the turf 
in club games, they were a dynamic 
duo, both playing in the middle of 
the field or in the attacking front.

Although the pair had visited 
UNC when they were in grade school 
for camps and had always been Tar 
Heel fans, Heck and Sessa expressed 
that their decisions to commit to 
North Carolina were completely 
independent of one another.

“ We  b o t h  k n e w  w e ’d  j u s t 
g o  w h e r e  w e  f e l t  t h e  m o s t 
c o m f o r t a b l e ,”  S e s s a  s a i d .  “ I 
committed before Ryleigh, so when 
she chose UNC, I was ecstatic.” 

Now sharing a slightly over-
decorated room in Avery Residence 
Hall, Heck and Sessa have not only 
reunited with each other, but with UNC 
teammates that they’ve played with or 
against in the small field hockey world.

In just the first week of training on 
campus, the two have spent as much 
time completing drills and fitness 

tests as they have participating in 
team bonding activities.    

The two got to know the team as 
they traveled to junior back Dorrit 
Eisenbeis’ lake house this past week 
for a retreat filled with wakeboarding, 
eating corn on the cob and playing 
the Psych! party game. Heck also 
recounted going to 411 West for a team 
dinner and trivia night and sitting next 
to Matson, her old Eagles teammate. 
Laughing, she bragged about being the 
only member of the team to guess the 
bonus trivia question.

Passionate about UNC, talented 
in their sport and already well-
integrated socially into the team — 
it’s no secret that Heck and Sessa will 
gel with the rest of North Carolina’s 
roster this year. They will fill in the 
gaps of UNC’s attack and midfield, 
giving Matson the reinforcement 
needed on the offensive end to spark 
a revenge season for the Tar Heels.

First-years Ryleigh Heck 
and Ashley Sessa reunite 

as Tar Heels 
By Kaitlyn Schmidt

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @KaitlynSchmid1
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WOMEN’S SOCCER

Tar Heels display depth in win over BYU

DTH/ANNA CONNORS
Junior defender/midfielder Avery Patterson (15) fights for the ball during UNC’s second exhibition game against BYU at Dorrance Field on Saturday, 

Aug. 13, 2022.

Earlier this week, head coach 
Anson Dorrance claimed this year’s 
North Carolina women’s soccer team 
was the deepest he had ever coached. 

He didn’t point to any of his 
21 teams that won national titles. 
Instead, the Hall-of-Fame coach 
identified his current squad as the one 
with superior depth — a surprising 
claim for a team fresh off a first-round 
exit in the NCAA tournament. 

But UNC’s 2-0 win over No. 3 
BYU spoke to that depth, as the 
Tar Heels’ ability to maintain fresh 
legs helped them secure a second 
exhibition victory this week. By the 
end of the match, UNC employed a 
total of 17 reserve players.

“We have extraordinary depth, 
and I’m not talking about at one or 
two positions, I’m talking about at all 
11 positions,” Dorrance said.

Sending out multiple lineups 
throughout the game, Dorrance saw 
the possibilities within his defensive 
unit expand.

Led by senior Maycee Bell, the 
Tar Heels play a pressing-style 
defense centered around aggressive 
movements. In the first minutes 
of Saturday night’s contest, this 

relentless ball pressure was visible 
as BYU struggled to establish itself 
on the attacking end.

“Our mentality is to high press 
the entire game so having a deep 
roster allows for us to do that for 90 
minutes,” junior midfielder Avery 
Patterson said. 

As North Carolina’s defense 
began to settle in, the offense started 
discovering openings within the 
Cougars’ back line. 

Just over 12 minutes into the 
match, after a UNC shot bounced 
off a BYU defender, forward junior 
Sam Meza found the ball and zipped 
a pass to first-year forward Tori 
DellaPeruta, who with one touch 
blasted the ball into the top left 
corner of the goal. 

DellaPeruta’s powerful finish gave 
the first-year standout her second 
goal in just two games. The Cumming, 
Ga. native said the transition to the 
college game hasn’t been as easy as it 
may appear, but her teammates have 
helped her find early success. 

In the 26th minute, UNC made 
its first substitution of the night — a 
modest change of two players. One 
minute later, North Carolina called 
in three more substitutes, followed by 
another trio of reserves shortly after. 

Despite outshooting BYU by nine 
shots in the first half, North Carolina 
held just a one-goal lead at the 
intermission, but a corner kick early 
in the second half bounced around 
the box to Patterson, who booted in 

UNC’s second goal. 
“My role last year was more 

defensive,” Patterson said. “Now 
I’ve shifted into more of the attack 
in the left forward position so I’m 
hoping those goals are going to keep 
dropping for me.”

By the midway point of the second 
half, leading by two goals, the Tar 

Heels were noticeably more rested 
than the Cougars thanks to UNC’s 
multiple lineups. Every bounce of 
the ball appeared to be met by a 
Tar Heel two steps faster than any 
nearby Cougar. 

One of the leaders of last year’s 
squad, Patterson said the speed and 
quickness were a direct product of 

logging fewer minutes, and the fresh 
legs have already paid dividends.

“We have new freshmen coming 
in this year that absolutely smashed 
all of our athletic tests,” she said. 
“(Dorrance) wasn’t kidding about 
the depth, that’s for sure.”

The score at the end 
of the exhibition game 

was 2-0
By Evan Rogers

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @evanr0gers

FOOTBALL

UNC hopes to land three key recruits in 2023

Tar Heels hope team chemistry can be missing link 

DTH/ANDREW LAM
Junior defender/midfielder Avery Patterson 

(15) scores a goal during UNC’s second 

exhibition game against BYU at Dorrance Field 

on Saturday, Aug. 13, 2022. UNC won 2-0

is an 18-month process. We’re 
certainly going to invest in her, but 
we’re not going to put the pressure on 
her that she had coming in last year.”

Although the team views its 
depth as a strength, returning 
10 of 11 starters from last season, 
the Tar Heels lost a key defensive 
cog in former goalkeeper Claudia 
Dickey – a three-year starter 
that graduated and signed a pro 
contract with the OL Reign.

Throughout the preseason, 
senior Marz Josephson, first-
year Nona Reason and redshirt 

first-year Emmie Allen have 
all spent time in net, giving 
Dorrance a plethora of starting 
options for the team’s season 
opener against No. 11 Tennessee 
on Thursday.

“We can’t replace a player of 
(Dickey’s) caliber, but we have a 
great three-way battle brewing 
between three outstanding 
goalkeepers that are committed 
to their craft,” Dorrance said.

While on-field progress has taken 
most of the spotlight, several players 
have noticed the team bonding has 
also risen to a new level.

From preseason soccer tennis 

tournaments to scavenger hunts on 
scooters, the Tar Heels have spent 
more time together off the field, 
which the team hopes can translate 
to improved production.

“I think this year’s team chemistry 
is off the wall,” Bell said. “I don’t 
think I’ve been on a team with 
chemistry like this.”

For a program with 20 NCAA 
championships, it might seem 
like an unusual predicament for 
the Tar Heels to be chasing teams 
ranked ahead of them. But with 
10 years standing between the 
team and its last national title – 
and pundits predicting a third-

place finish in the ACC – such is 
the reality for the team this fall.

In the minds of the players who 
take the field, they know their 
Hall of Fame coach’s mindset 
hasn’t wavered. Instead, it will be 
up to them to rise to the challenge.

“ H e ’s  a l w a y s  e x p e c t i n g 
excellence, so he hasn’t changed 
in that aspect because our goal 
is always the same,” Patterson 
said. “Last season was on us, so 
I think it’s our mentality that has 
changed.” 

Continued from Page 1

Twitter: @hunternelson_1

DTH FILE/JEROME IBRAHIM
Mack Brown, UNC Football head coach speaks during the ACC Kickoff Press 
Conference in the Westin Charlotte in Charlotte, NC, on July 21, 2022.

Since returning to Chapel Hill for his 

second stint, head football coach Mack 
Brown has worked hard to improve 
the Tar Heels’ performance on the 
recruiting trail.

In his first three recruiting cycles, 
Brown reeled in some of the highest-
rated recruits in program history, 
including five-star prospects Tony 
Grimes, Zach Rice and Travis Shaw. As 
North Carolina looks to finalize its next 

class, the Tar Heels await the college 
announcements of numerous recruits.

Here’s a look at some key prospects 
in the class of 2023 whose decisions 
could help UNC secure a fourth 
consecutive top-25 recruiting class.

Daevin Hobbs

Ranked the No. 2 prospect in the 
state of North Carolina according to 
247Sports, Daevin Hobbs stands as one 
of the top uncommitted recruits left on 
UNC’s radar. 

The 6-foot-4-inch four-star 
defensive lineman possesses the speed 
and versatility to excel as a defensive 
end at the collegiate level. Hobbs’ wide 
range of skills was on full display during 
his time at Jay M. Robinson High 
School, where he led the Bulldogs in 
sacks during his junior season while 
also playing on offense at tight end.

Hobbs’ athletic talents stretch 
beyond the gridiron. In 2022, Hobbs 
helped lead Robinson to an NCHSAA 
2A state title in basketball. In the 
state championship game, he scored 
16 points and snagged 17 rebounds to 
bring home the state championship’s 
MVP honors.

After initially setting his decision 
date for Aug. 1, Hobbs pushed back his 

announcement to an undetermined 
date. Some of the schools that made 
his final list include North Carolina, 
Alabama and Michigan. 

Kaveion Keys

With the recent commitment of 
defensive lineman Joel Starlings, 
the Tar Heels hope to secure another 
four-star player from Virginia in 
Kaveion Keys.

In his junior campaign, the fast-
twitch linebacker led Varina High 
School to its first-ever Class 4A football 
state title with a 28-21 win over Broad 
Run last December. Keys takes snaps 
at a number of positions, serving as one 
of Varina’s top pass rushers while also 
occasionally lining up at wide receiver 
and running back.

Aided by his quick instincts, Keys 
plays the majority of his snaps as 
an edge rusher while occasionally 
dropping back into coverage. With 
his speed and strength, Keys fills the 
demands of the “jack” position perfectly 
for Tar Heels — a new position created 
by assistant head coach of the defense 
Gene Chizik whose sole duty is to rush 
the quarterback.

Keys is set to announce his decision 
on Aug. 27. To date, the Richmond, 

Va. native has only taken official visits 
to North Carolina and Penn State, 
suggesting those two schools are the 
favorites to land him.

Paul Billups

With his commitment set for Aug. 
24, North Carolina is looking to land 
receiver Paul Billups to secure its third 
wideout commit for the class of 2023.

Hailing from Chesapeake, Va., 
Billups serves as the lead target for 
Western Branch High School. This past 
season, his play propelled the Bruins to 
a 10-3 season.

Standing at 6 feet, 2 inches, Billups 
has been one of the Bruins’ top deep-
ball threats and has frequently been 
able to open up the field for his team’s 
offense. Moreover, his rangy build and 
strong hands allow Billups to make 
contested catches look routine. 

Like many top high school prospects, 
Billups plays both sides of the ball, also 
lining up at safety on defense.

With his commitment date quickly 
approaching, Billups’ recruitment is 
winding down. The three schools he 
will choose from are North Carolina, 
Virginia Tech and Michigan State.

UNC looks to secure 
a fourth-consecutive 

top-25 recruiting class
By Evan Rogers

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @evanr0gers
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