
Am I out of touch? No, it’s the children who are wrong.
SEYMOUR SKINNER, THE SIMPSONS

DTH/ANGELINA KATSANIS
Ms. Mong’s front door and “Closed” sign on Aug. 20, 2020. Ms. Mong is one 
of the multiple restaurants on Franklin St. that have closed due to COVID-19. 

By Emma Kenfield
Senior Writer

Fo r  s o m e  Fra n k l i n  S t r e e t 
restaurants, the lack of students on 
campus over the summer and locals 
staying home due to COVID-19 was 
too much. 

In March, Gov. Roy Cooper closed 
all North Carolina restaurants for dine-
in services. Under current COVID-19 
restrictions, restaurants are now able 
to open at 50 percent capacity. 

But Lula’s, Lotsa Stone Fired 
Pizza and Ms Mong are some 
of  the  res taurants  that  have 
permanently closed their doors 
because of the coronavirus. 

Lotsa, located on the corner of 
West Franklin and North Columbia 
streets, opened in 2017 and was 
a casual, fast-paced pizza joint 
that allowed patrons to easily 
customize personal pizzas with 
fresh ingredients. 

The company also has locations 
in  Mar yland,  West  Virginia , 
Pennsylvania and Indiana, according 
to its website, all of which are open. 

Ms Mong,  another  Chapel 
Hill favorite, officially closed last 
week. The restaurant made the 
announcement in a Facebook post 
on Aug. 14. 

“Thank you to the UNC community 
for the amazing support and patronage 
over the years,” the post said

The post has more than 300 
reactions and 100 comments, many 
thanking the restaurant, and some 
begging for the news to be false. 

Ms Mong, which opened in 
2015, was a casual Asian restaurant 
best known for its build-your-own 
stir-fry. Like Lotsa, its fast-paced 
nature and reputation for takeout 
made it  especial ly  rel iant on 
students. 

Matt Gladdek, the executive 
director of Chapel Hill Downtown 
Partnership, said Lotsa and Ms 
Mong depended heavily on the 
University to stay afloat. 

“I’m sure that both Ms Mong and 
Lotsa did their best to get through,” 
said Gladdek. “UNC students coming 
back wasn’t normal, and now students 
are leaving — which is the right public 
health decision, but it is very difficult 
for our local businesses.”

Lula’s, a restaurant owned by 
Chapel Hill Restaurant Group, 

By Elizabeth Moore
Senior Writer

This is the first article in a series 
unpacking these documents, and 
what insights they offer on the fall 
reopening plans.  

Students, faculty and staff are 
saying they expected UNC to close 
due to COVID-19 spikes before 

the announcement Monday that 
undergraduate courses would 
shift to remote learning — and 
doc uments  obta ined  by  T he 
Daily Tar Heel show that the 
administration received warning 
months ago from top medical 
professionals at the University. 

Experts sent messages about the 
likelihood of a COVID-19 outbreak in 

the event that the University reopened 
dorms and on-campus experiences.

“I think we all assume we will SEE 
COVID this fall,” Dr. Myron Cohen 
said in an email on May 27. 

Cohen is associate vice chancellor 
for Global Health and Medical 
Affairs at UNC and a professor of 
epidemiology in the Gillings School 
of Global Public Health. 

This email was sent to several 
faculty members at the school 
of public health, and cc’ed to 
Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz and 
Provost Bob Blouin.

University leaders defended their 
decision to reopen at an emergency 
Faculty Executive Committee 
Monday evening, with Provost Bob 
Blouin saying: “I do not apologize 

for trying.”
As the administration was 

drafting the Roadmap in May, a 
two-week sample of Chancellor 
Kevin Guskiewicz’s public emails 
offers insight into many facets of the 
planning that went into reopening 
campus, including faculty who 

Restaurants shutter permanently due to pandemic

DTH/ANGELINA KATSANIS
UNC sophomore Samantha Beecham attends an online physics lecture 
from her home in Chapel Hill, N.C. on Wednesday, Aug. 19, 2020.

By Isabella Sherk 
Staff Writer

Fo l l o w i n g  a  w e e k  f u l l  o f 
announcements about housing 
and remote instruction, UNC has 
answered calls from students to 
temporarily pause classes.

Undergraduate students living on 
campus are scrambling to move out 
and secure new living situations after 
the University announced Monday the 
switch to remote classes and efforts to 
de-densify on-campus housing. 

The University  announced 
Thursday night that undergraduate 
instruction will pause this upcoming 
Monday and Tuesday, Aug. 24 and 25. 
Students who are currently enrolled in 
courses taught in UNC’s professional 
schools should contact their faculty for 
further guidance, the University said 
in a campuswide email.

But amid all the sudden changes 
to campus operations, classwork 

has continued, and some students 
are concerned about what grading 
options are available now. 

Christopher Everett, a first-year 
student who is living on campus, 
said he plans to move home because 
he feels his options for off-campus 
housing are limited.

“I am 18 years old,” Everett said. 
“I can’t do my taxes alone, so being 
expected to get an apartment and 
having to navigate such a huge 
change and still do classwork is 
absolutely unacceptable.” 

Everett said he was living in a single 
room in Ehringhaus Residence Hall 
before the announcement to move 
classes online came. He said he and his 
family are immunocompromised, and 
though he knows he wasn’t exposed to 
the virus, he is worried other students 
might have been.

Rachel Reynolds, a first-year 
student who was living on campus, 
tested positive for COVID-19 and 
decided to isolate at home while 
she recovered. She said she was 
overwhelmed with managing her 
17-credit hour course load while 
planning to move out of her dorm and 

recovering from COVID-19.
“I’m moving out tomorrow, and 

it’s literally the day I’m allowed to 
leave isolation,” Reynolds said. “I 
am so stressed about how they just 
sprung this on us so quickly.”

Ronik Grewal, a first-year student 
who lived on campus, said he noticed 
inconsistencies in what different 
professors were doing to accommodate 
students during this time. 

“There doesn’t seem to be a lot 
of communication between the 
administration and the faculty, 
because the teachers don’t really seem 
to know what to do,” Grewal said.

He said while some of his professors 
were accommodating,  others 
continued as usual.

“I had a test in Spanish yesterday 
while I was moving out,” Grewal said.

Jillian Kern, a graduate student and 
faculty member in the English and 
comparative literature department, 
said she recognizes many people are 
struggling right now.

“For my students, what I have 
done this week is I have offered 
them some asynchronous activities 
that they can complete on their own 

time and ask them what they need 
from me,” Kern said.

Kern said she would like to see 
the same pass/fail option that was 
available to students in the spring 
be extended to the fall semester. 

“ I t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i s 

frustrating about the fact that 
there is no blanket policy and 
that instructors are just being 
left to their own whims on how to 
accommodate this,” Kern said.

university@dailytarheel.com

Students call for a pause in classes during campus changes 

Franklin Street restaurants 
that have closed since the 

pandemic began.

Amid move out and COVID-
19 test results — students 
continue their coursework. 

SEE RESTAURANT, PAGE 2

SEE WARNING, PAGE 4

‘We will have 
outbreaks’
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CORRECTIONS
 

CORRECTION: 
An article on page 2 of the 

Wednesday, Aug. 19, 2020 Daily 
Tar Heel print edition, titled 
“Here’s the deal with absentee 
ballots” stated that residents 
can send their voting ballot to 
the Orange County Board of 
Elections via email, mail, fax or 
by dropping it off in person. 
Residents are not able to submit 
their ballot via these modalities; 
however, they can submit 
their request for an absentee 
ballot through these avenues. 
The article has been updated 
online to reflect the change in 
language. The Daily Tar Heel 

apologizes for this error.

DTH/MORGAN PIROZZI
Items from a student’s dorm sit in a pile outside Hinton James Residence 
Hall on Aug. 18, 2020 following UNC’s announcement about remote classes. 

By Claire Tynan
Staff Writer 

After UNC announced that all 
fall 2020 classes are now remote 
and students should make plans to 
move home, community members 
and Campus Y directors are offering 
resources to students who are 
stressed and in need of support.

The Univers i ty  announced 
Monday that all undergraduate 
classes will  switch to remote 
delivery. At first, the University said 
residents can request to cancel their 
fall 2020 housing contracts without 
penalty. Then, in a Carolina Housing 
email sent Tuesday evening, the 
University said students should 
cancel their housing contracts by 
Aug. 25 and make plans to move 
back to their permanent homes for 
the fall semester.

Shivam Bhargava,  a junior 
neuroscience major, noticed a lot 
of posts from students in the UNC 
Class of 2024 Facebook group saying 
they are anxious and worried.

B h a r g a v a ,  a  d i r e c t o r  o f 
development at the Campus Y 
hosted a Zoom call  Thursday 
f o r  f i r s t - y e a r  a n d  t r a n s f e r 
students to de-stress and talk to 
upperclassmen. 

“We just wanted to create a safe 
space for any first-year to come 
and talk to some upperclassmen, 
and just de-stress,” Bhargava said. 
“I feel like a lot of them don’t really 
have a support system right now, 
so we want to at least create some 

kind of system and place where 
they can feel supported by other 
people on campus.”

Caroline Le, a junior health policy 
and management major, and Eleanor 
Murray, a junior global studies and 
American studies major, co-hosted 
the Zoom call with Bhargava. Le is 
the director of membership at the 
Campus Y and Murray is a director 
of outreach.

In addition to support from other 
students, many students are seeking 
connections to the community or a 
parent-like figure.

T i z  G i o r d a n o ,  a  q u e e r 
co-organizer of the local Queer 
Transgender Indigenous People Of 
Color Survival Fund, along with 
UNC professor Sharon P. Holland, 
is organizing an effort to connect 
local  parents and community 
members with UNC students 
whose families are either far away 
or not offering them support.

Giordano is also a member of 
the Chapel Hill/Carrboro Mothers 
Club. They posted in the club’s 
Facebook group asking if parents 
would want  to  be  connected 
with UNC students to offer them 
emotional support and resources.

“I feel so badly for these students,” 
Giordano said. “I thought, ‘How 
can we support these students that 
are stranded, especially students 
who don’t have local parents or 
affirming families?’”

Giordano said they have received 
a large response from parents, with 
117 signing up to be connected with 
students. Among them are many 
queer parents.

Once matched, the parents can 
contact the students and offer 
them emotional support, help 

them navigate moving home, or 
help them through their situation 
in general.  Giordano said the 
resources parents offer students 
can range from a daily check-in 
over text to buying someone a plane 
ticket home.

The initiative offers two Google 
docs — one for students and one 
for parents — that can be filled out 
and processed in order for parent-
student connections to be made.

Parents are asked to specify their 
identities — non-white, queer, 
multi-lingual and more — and 
students are able to give preferences 
for the identities of the parent they 
are matched with in order to feel the 

most comfortable and supported.
Giordano said this initiative 

is a mutual aid effort and that 
community members are not vetted 
before being matched with students.

“This is literally connecting young 
people who don’t have enough 
support during the crisis to caring 
folks,” Giordano said.

Bhargava said the Campus Y, 
in addition to hosting the Zoom 
call Thursday, is compiling a list of 
mental health resources for students, 
which will be made available on the 
Campus Y website and social media 
accounts this week. 

university@dailytarheel.com

Community mobilizes for student support 

announced on Facebook July 30 that 
it was permanently closing. 

Greg Overbeck, one of the owners 
of Chapel Hill Restaurant Group, 
said business had been slowing 
down before COVID-19, so the 
decision to close down was only 
sped up by the pandemic. 

“Business had continued to fall off 
at Spanky’s,” said Overbeck. “So we 
opened Lula’s, but it never reached the 
threshold it needed to reach to make it 
in that location.”

Overbeck said Lula’s tried to 
do takeout at the beginning of the 
pandemic, but it wasn’t very successful. 
He cited the lack of parking in the 
location and tremendous competition 

from surrounding restaurants. 
Chapel Hill Restaurant Group is 

planning to open a new, Asian street-
style restaurant, LuLuBangBang, at the 
end of the year in Research Triangle 
Park, Overbeck said. He said the 
location is tricky because restaurants in 
the Triangle rely heavily on companies 
to report to an in-person office. But 
with other businesses closing down, he 
said he remains hopeful for the future. 

“There will be less competition 
because, unfortunately, a lot of 
restaurants will have to close,” 
Overbeck said. “What we’re hoping to 
do is survive, and then thrive on the 
other side of this.”

Other Chapel Hill restaurants, 
like Ye Olde Waffle Shop, Perennial 
C a f é  a n d  L a n t e r n ,  r e m a i n 
temporarily closed. 

It is unclear if they’ll reopen, as 
government financial aid to keep them 
afloat is running out, Gladdek said. 

“Now that the PPP (Paycheck 
Protection Program) money has run 
out, now that initial federal stimulus 
is gone, local and state resources have 
much less resources,” Gladdek said. 

Gladdek said students returning 
home following UNC’s transition to 
remote learning for undergraduates 
will be yet another roadblock for 
local business. 

“It’s really important to understand 
just how difficult it is to do business 
in general, especially in a place that is 
reliant on a customer base that isn’t 
here,” Gladdek said. 

He said Chapel Hill Downtown 
Partnership is making efforts to help 
local business keep their doors open 

as the pandemic continues. 
According to Gladdek,  the 

partnership is working with the N.C. 
Department of Transportation to 
expand sidewalk space so that more 
businesses can have outdoor seating. 

Chapel Hill Downtown Partnership 
is also trying to draw residents to 
walk and experience Franklin Street 
safely. Gladdek said the partnership 
is navigating ways to host socially 
distanced events. 

“We’re really trying to throw 
everything against the wall at this 
point,” Gladdek said. “We’re just 
trying to encourage people to come 
downtown safely, wear a mask and 
support our businesses during this 
really difficult time.” 

city@dailytarheel.com

RESTAURANT
FROM PAGE 1

Students are stressed. These 
community organizations 

want to help. 

COVID-19 RESOURCES
As classes move remote and students are expected to move off campus,
community members and Campus Y directors are offering resources 
to students who are in need of support:

UNC Resources COMMUNITY RESOURCES SCAN HERE
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EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBERS 

UNC’s fall semester starting 
a week earlier made us 
quite the sacrificial lamb 

in the nation, and the already-
expected consequence of opening 
— an egregious endangerment of 
students, faculty and communities 
— is now abundantly clear.

The UNC System Board of 
Governors, meanwhile, has remained 
silent, moving forward with the 
openings of UNC System schools 
across the state. And sadly, I can’t be 
surprised they aren’t speaking up to 
save lives — it must be hard to talk 
with silver spoons in their mouths.

The old, white wealthy men 
comprising the BOG leadership 
seem to only see value when it’s 
followed by a dollar sign. The 
livelihood of North Carolinians? The 
intrinsic value of higher education? 
The recommendations of health 
departments and epidemiologists? 
The sanity of students? Irrelevant to 
these men who base worth and faux 
happiness in commercial prosperity. 

In a state that funds education 
partly through a lottery, it’s honestly 
on-brand for our leaders to roll the 
dice on losing countless lives and 
students’ wellness to maximize 
tuition checks.

Enough of gaslighting students by 
blaming “off-campus activities” for 
the crisis. Even if students remained 
isolated in their cinder block dorm, 
they shared bathrooms with an 
entire suite or an entire hall, and they 
were in crowded dining halls and 
poorly-ventilated lecture halls. Sure, 
students share fault, but universities 
know thousands of incoming first-
years are bound to socialize. First-
years crave meeting new people and 
some semblance of normalcy, which 
is only abetted by the UNC System 
downplaying the inevitable spread of 
a severely contagious virus. 

O n  Mo n d ay,  U N C  S y s t e m 
President Peter Hans claimed the 
shift to remote instruction at UNC-
Chapel Hill does not impact other 
UNC campuses, claiming, “Each 
campus is different, and I expect 
situations to evolve differently.” But 
make no mistake, UNC-Chapel Hill 
is no anomaly. What has happened 
here,  at  Notre Dame and at 
Michigan State will happen at each 
and every university that chooses 
to open dormitories this fall. UNC-
Charlotte, UNC-Wilmington, UNC-
Greensboro and every school within 
the UNC System will share a fate we 
know all too well. 

BOG members are greedy, but they 
are not as stupid as you’d imagine. 
They are fully aware that thousands 
of students are moving across North 
Carolina and the country, becoming 
infected and abruptly sent back home. 
It’s not just students’ lives at stake.

But the BOG doesn’t care.
Money is money, even if it’s soaked 

in the blood of our Confederate past 
or our pandemic present. Lives are 
to be lost, but money is to be made. 

We can’t let it happen. Write 
to the BOG, write to schools’ 
administrations and vote for 
Democratic state legislators in 
November to  appoint  ac tual 
educators to replace seats held by 
men who disguise education as a 
business and not a human right.

@ryan_smooth
opinion@dailytarheel.com

EDITORIAL

This last week has been nothing 
short of embarrassing for the 
UNC administration. The 

University’s reopening plan has been 
plastered as an example for other 
institutions planning on returning 
students to campus this month, and 
has received intense scrutiny. Here’s 
a look at just a few of the things 
that went wrong — and some of the 
changes that need to be made if there’s 
any hope of students returning to 
campus next semester:

Testing: One of UNC Chapel Hill’s 
first mistakes was not requiring 
preventative testing for students 
returning to campus. If we’ve seen 
anything from this semester, it’s that 
testing for students just showing 
symptoms isn’t enough. The University 
must require anyone returning to 
Chapel Hill and planning on attending 
classes to submit COVID-19 test 
results. However, this is just the first 
step; before the University can safely 
reopen, they must commit to testing 
students regularly (once or twice a 
week), and these tests must have a 
consistent 24-hour turnaround. This 
ensures that individuals who may be 
asymptomatic are identified as soon 

as possible.
Case reporting: Although the 

University hid behind FERPA 
regulations this semester, many 
experts say that as long as there’s 
no release of personally identifiable 
information, releasing the number 
of cases within each cluster is not 
a FERPA violation. The University 
should release this information, as 
well as identify relative locations of the 
clusters to housing staff. This semester, 
UNC refused to inform housing staff 
that were employed by the University 
which floors of certain dormitories had 
cases. No employee of the University 
should feel unsafe going to work.

On-campus housing: Prior to 
move-in, the University announced 
that students had the ability to 
cancel housing contracts free of 
charge, in an effort to de-densify 
buildings on campus. The numbers 

reported that a significant number 
of students did cancel housing, but 
some floors of certain dormitories 
did reach a 60 percent capacity, 
while some floors had no significant 
change .  On-campus  housing 
for the spring should work on a 
lottery basis, with housing being 
reserved for individuals who require 
accommodations or financial 
assistance from the University, and 
students should be housed only in 
single rooms.

Quarantine housing: In the first 
week of classes, we also saw the 
isolation and quarantine dorms fill up 
almost immediately, and individuals 
who were waiting on tests were sent 
to local hotels. This is just another 
situation in which the Chapel Hill 
community is endangered; if the 
University plans to bring students back 
on campus in January, the isolation and 
quarantine dorms must be expanded 
and any cleaning or housing staff that 
are expected to work in these buildings 
must be further compensated for 
putting their lives in danger.

Off-ramp plans:  Expecting 
students to make moving plans and 
rearrange their lives within two weeks 

after UNC announced closing campus 
was unfair to students, family, and 
the local community. The University 
must outline a specific plan before 
making any plans for reopening in 
the spring, including what resources 
they will be providing to students and 
changes to the academic calendar 
that could be made. In addition, 
testing must be made available to any 
student returning to their homes in 
order to prevent individuals leaving 
Chapel Hill with COVID-19 and 
unknowingly taking it home to their 
families and communities.

Continuing higher education 
amidst a pandemic is certainly 
unprecedented, and coming up with 
an effective plan for reopening is 
going to take more work. However, 
if things are to be any different in the 
spring, the University must keep the 
needs and requests from students, 
their employees and staff, and the 
local community at the forefront of 
their decision-making. If not, we’ll be 
having our first and last day of classes 
within two weeks in January (again).   

@rajeeganesan
opinion@dailytarheel.com

SPEAK OUT
WRITING GUIDELINES
• Please type. Handwritten letters 

will not be accepted.
• Sign and date. No more than two 
 people should sign letters.
• Students: Include your year, major 

and phone number. 
• Faculty/staff: Include your 

department and phone number. 
• Edit: The DTH edits for space, 

clarity, accuracy and vulgarity. 
Limit letters to 250 words. 

SUBMISSION
• Drop off or mail to our office 

at 109 E. Franklin St. Chapel 
Hill, NC 27514  Email: opinion@
dailytarheel.com

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Columns, 
cartoons and letters do not 
necessarily represent the opinions 
of The Daily Tar Heel or its staff.  
Editorials reflect the opinions of The 
Daily Tar Heel editorial board, which 
comprises 15 board members, the 
opinion assistant editor and editor 
and the editor-in-chief.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“It feels like something is 
being ripped away from 
you.”

Alex Zielinski, first-year student, quoted 
in ‘One week out from the start of classes, 
first-years say their goodbyes’ by DTH arts & 
culture editor Ramishah Maruf

Reduce tuition for undergrad classes

COLUMN

Ryan Smoot is 
a senior majoring 
in journalism and 
political science.

email: rsmoot@
live.unc.edu

FEATURED ONLINE READER 
COMMENT

“BREAKING: Students 
were being students 
and Mr. Poopoopeepee 
refuses to acknowledge 
the blood on his hands.”

@snyde_remark, in response to breaking 
news from The Daily Tar Heel on Twitter

CARTOON

MICHAEL BEAUREGARD 
RAJEE GANESAN
RYAN SMOOT

Wi t h  t h e  t h r e a t  o f 
coronavirus affecting 
the reopening plans 

of universities across the country, 
online classes have become a quick 
solution to continuing higher 
education. However, finding a way 
to effectively implement remote 
learning has been a challenge 
for faculty, administration and 
students alike. It brings into direct 
question the quality of education 
that returning undergraduate 
students are being expected to pay 
full tuition rates for.

While North Carolina tuition is 
set in place by the state legislature 
and cannot be adjusted at the 
discretion of administration, there 
are various aspects to tuition, such 
as fees, that can be discounted or 
removed altogether. For example, 
these fees can include things such 
as recreational fees, resources 
that individuals who are living 
off-campus and attending online 

courses may not be able to utilize 
during this time. Additionally, out-
of-state students are still being 
expected to pay full tuition costs 
— which exceed over $36,000. 
Given the hefty price tag, is the new 
“college experience” still worth it?

Se vera l  ins t i tut ions ,  such 
as Georgetown University and 
P r i n c e t o n  Un i v e r s i t y  h a v e 
announced discounts ranging 
of about 10 percent on tuition 
as well as fee reductions, in part 
because a significant number 
of undergraduate students have 
considered taking a gap semester or 
year in light of the pandemic.

Meanwhile, UNC and other 
institutions have remained steady 
in listing tuition at the same rates 
for the upcoming academic year. 
The administration has even gone as 
far as to adjust housing contracts to 
abstain from being legally obligated 
to provide refunds in the event that 
campus must close down again in 

light of an outbreak. Although the 
University has a fiscal responsibility 
to protect itself and prevent further 
financial damage, it cannot and 
should not do so to the detriment of 
its students.

Now that the University has 
announced all undergraduate 
courses will shift to remote learning, 
the state legislature should consider 
reducing tuition and fees for these 
students. The quality of education 
from a Zoom call is incomparable 
to that of in-person instruction, 
and the “college experience” that 
students have historically paid for 
is far from the same as it has been 
in previous years. Tuition, or at the 
very minimum, campus fees, should 
reflect this change accordingly. 

Furthermore, it is absurd that 
students are still paying fees for 
services they can’t even use. In 
July, the UNC System Board of 
Governors announced tuition and 
five basic student fees — athletics, 

health, student activities, debt 
service and student government 
association — would not change 
or be refunded regardless of any 
changes in instructional format 
during the year. 

Many of these fees, such as the 
$129.21 Campus Recreation fee 
and the $159.60 Carolina Union 
operating fee, are unnecessary 
during a pandemic that has rendered 
these facilities inaccessible to most 
students. Given the enormous 
financial strain the virus has already 
placed on many students and 
families, the Editorial Board urges 
University leadership to suspend or 
refund these fees for all students. 

The University claims to care 
about its students. If this is true, 
UNC should request a tuition and 
fee adjustment for all undergraduate 
students. It’s the least they can do.

@DTHOpinion
opinion@dailytarheel.com
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UNC students petition for tuition reduction

DTH FILE/DUSTIN DUONG
(From left) Provost Robert Blouin and Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz at a previous Faculty Governance meeting on Dec. 6, 2020.

By Rachel Crumpler
Senior Writer

The day after the University 
announced that classes will be held 
remotely for the rest of the semester, 
several students created petitions 
urging the UNC System to reduce 
the price of tuition and student fees.

The petitions said tuition should 
be reduced because students will 
not be having the same in-person 
educational experience through 
virtual delivery. Students also 
said they do not think they should 
be paying fees for services and 
amenities they will not be able to 
access on campus. 

Several petitions circulating 
online ask for tuition and student 
fee reductions. One petition, which 
has gained nearly 1,000 signatures, 
demands price reductions since 
students will have limited or no 
access to the resources and facilities 
they are paying for.

Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz 
said in an email that the University 
is extending the deadline from Aug. 
21 to Aug. 31 for undergraduate 
students to drop classes without 
receiving a “W” and “have their 
tuition pro-rated accordingly.” 

The email referenced the CV-19 
Student Care Hub, Federal CARES 
Act grants, the Student Impact Fund 
and the Student Emergency fund as 
resources for students with hardships. 

Joey Talley, a junior majoring 
in economics and management 
and society, said while the same 
UNC in-person experience can 
be attempted virtually, it has not 

measured up for him.
Emma Bumgardner, a senior 

majoring in psychology, said she 
finds it ridiculous to be paying 
approximately $36,000 in out-of-state 
tuition for entirely online classes.

Bumgardner said acting in the 
interests of students to issue a price 
reduction could be a good step in 
repairing a little bit of what has been 
broken over the past months, with 
many attributing the University’s 
reopening to financial priorities 
rather than concerns for student and 
employee safety and well-being.

“If they did have tuition reduction 
or some sort of refund then people 
would actually be like, ‘Oh, okay they 
don’t necessarily just care about the 
money, they care about students 
too,’” Bumgardner said.

Talley said as an out-of-state 
student, any amount of money he 
would be able to get back from 
reductions of tuition and students 
fees would help him pay for groceries 
and his off-campus apartment.

Madel ine  Powel l ,  a  junior 
majoring in nursing, said students 
could take remote community 
college courses and it would feel the 
same as what UNC currently feels 
like — but for a lot cheaper.

Katie Nash White, a graduate 
student in the School of Social Work, 
wrote a petition urging for Graduate 
School tuition to be reduced.

“It’s kind of the difference between 
being in a movie theater versus sitting 
in front of your laptop and watching 
a movie –  it’s like you pay for that 
enriching, shared experience,” White 
said. “It leans more towards being one 

dimensional when you’re sitting in 
front of a computer screen and going 
over slides on your own time.”

White said her graduate school 
experience has been significantly 
reformatted and because it is not the 
same, she said she doesn’t think it 
deserves the same compensation.

White  said that  while  her 
professors are doing the best they 
can, her classes — normally three 
hours in-person — have been cut 
to two-hour Zoom sessions because 

that is all anyone can tolerate and 
retain at a time. She said she is also 
receiving pre-recorded PowerPoints, 
requiring a significant amount of 
independent learning. Her field time 
has also been cut from 600 to 500 
hours, she said.

The Board of Governors previously 
voted at its July meeting that the UNC 
System would not change or refund 
tuition and student fees for the 2020-
2021 academic year even if instruction 
becomes remote. The UNC System did 

not respond to requests for comment 
on whether the BOG will reconsider 
its decision in response to petitions 
asking for tuition and student fee 
reductions and how short in-person 
instruction lasted at UNC.

“If we’re not having the same 
experience on the academic and social 
side of the University, why is the tuition 
staying the same when everything else 
is changing?” Talley said.

university@dailytarheel.com

reached out with concerns 
surrounding many situations that 
since arose.

A s ke d  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  t h e 
administration planned for the 
amount of positive cases it saw and if 
UNC planned for such an outbreak, 
Guskiewicz said in a statement that 
the University planned for some 
positive cases and saw widespread 
compliance with the Community 
Standards throughout campus. 

“Ultimately, we were surprised 
by the velocity and the magnitude 
of the spread. I am disappointed for 
our students who wanted to be here 
and who were diligently following 
our Community Standards both on 
and off campus. I thank our amazing 
students and faculty for their 
resilience, and I look forward to a 
time when we can return to a normal 
campus experience for everyone,” he 
said in the statement. 

Early warning messages 

Guskiewicz’s May emails show 
that Cohen was consulted regularly 
throughout the reopening planning 
phase.

In the May 27 email, Cohen listed 
five “aspirations,” including avoiding 
clusters, eliminating infections 
in people with comorbidity and 
exploring vaccines. 

“But we need to define failures 
(STOPPING RULES),”  Cohen 
wrote in bold. He then listed 
clusters, hospitalizations, deaths 
and endemic cases.

An hour and a half later, Audrey 
Pettifor responded. Pettifor is a 
professor in the department of 
epidemiology in the school of 
public health.

“I agree we will see cases, very 
likely we will have outbreaks in 
dorms and on campus, so we need to 
be really clear about next steps when 
that happens,” Pettifor wrote.

The Carolina Together website, 
which announced UNC’s plans 
to reopen campus with in-person 
classes and open residence halls and 
houses the Roadmap, launched one 
day later.

A statement from Kate Maroney 

of UNC Media Relations on August 
17 — sent five hours before UNC 
administration announced the 
move to online-only undergraduate 
instruction — addressed the off-
ramps and this email exchange.

“ T h e  C a r o l i n a  To g e t h e r 
Dashboard represents the metrics 
that the University will consider 
when considering an off-ramp, in 
consultation with the UNC System 
and public health officials. The 
individuals you reference were a 
part of the process of developing the 
dashboard,” Maroney said via email.

In a message to the campus 
community on May 21, Guskiewicz 
announced the forthcoming Roadmap.

“Based on advice from our 
infectious disease and public health 
experts, who believe we could be 
facing a second wave of COVID-19 
sometime late fall or early winter, 
we are making significant changes 
to our operations. On their guidance, 
we are starting and finishing the fall 
semester early in an effort to stay 
ahead of that second wave,” the 
message stated. 

On May 15,  Leslie Nelson-
B e r n i e r,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  U N C 
Heal th  Foundat ion,  emai led 
David Routh, vice chancellor for 
University development,  with 
models through the end of the 
year for was hospitalizations could 
look like. Nelson-Bernier pointed 
out that the peak of the model 
was mid-September, with 700 
hospitalizations at UNC Health. She 
said that number was a little more 
than half of the hospital capacity.

Reopening experiment  

In this two week period of emails, 
several other universities across 
the country reached out to UNC 
administration or faculty asking how 
UNC was handling reopening.

The universities from this non-
comprehensive set of emails include 

WARNING
FROM PAGE 1

the executive director of Cal Alumni 
Association for UC Berkeley, the 
University of Pennsylvania and 
Duke University.

President of the University of 
Michigan Mark Schlissel, the first 
physician-scientist to lead the 
university according to the UMich 
website, reached out to Cohen 
asking how UNC was organizing 
itself for reopening. 

Schlissel said he was struggling 
w i t h  h o w  t o  b r i n g  3 0 , 0 0 0 
undergrads back to Ann Arbor.

Cohen emailed Guskiewicz on 
May 16, letting him know that 
Schlissel reached out for advice. 
Guskiewicz said he was okay 
with sharing overall ideas while 
acknowledging that UNC’s plan was 
still in development. 

In the same email, Guskiewicz 

said, “In the webinar on Wednesday, 
we need to convince people that 
given what we know today — we 
believe we can safely do this, but 
will need to be prepared to pivot 
this summer or during the fall if the 
situation changes.”

He was referring to a webinar 
with other University leaders 
occurring on May 20, hosted by 
himself and Blouin, to discuss 
operations under a reopening plan 
and for University employees to 
ask questions.

Cohen responded, “I am on calls 
all day about COVID disruption. 
The problem is NO ONE can tell 
you when it will be ‘safe.’ We might 
develop wonderful interventions 
this fall so a year delay (Cal State) 
is great ... or not. So we need to 
find the middle ground you are 
seeking. I am MOST concerned 
about keeping students AWAY 
from older faculty, as indicated in 
your document.”

Worth the risk?

A couple weeks later, on May 27, 
Dean of College of Arts and Sciences 

Terry Rhodes emailed Guskiewicz 
an op-ed that appeared in the New 
York Times from the president of 
the University of Notre Dame titled 
“We’re Reopening Notre Dame. It’s 
Worth the Risk.”

Previously, on May 19, Guskiewicz 
had forwarded Notre Dame’s 
reopening message to two members 
of UNC’s communications staff, 
saying he liked the message.

On Tuesday — one day after 
UNC — Notre Dame enacted 
a period of two-week remote 
instruction after reopening on 
Aug. 10 and subsequently facing a 
COVID-19 outbreak.

Rhodes said in the email on May 
27 that she thought the piece spoke 
to what UNC was also trying to do 
with reopening.

Guskiewicz thanked her for 
sharing and said, “There are several 
other AAU schools about to do the 
same. I think we will be in like with 
many other universities. I think we 
will have one of the best roadmaps 
to help guide us.”

@elizltmoore
university@dailytarheel.com

“I agree we will  see cases, very likely we will 
have outbreaks in dorms and on campus, so we 
need to be really clear about next steps when 
that happens.”
Audrey Pettifor
Professor in the department of epidemiology

DTH/JEFFREY SHUTTER
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Student Clarissa Ward passed away at 21

PHOTO COURTESY OF ABBY WARD
Clarissa Ward, rising UNC junior (left), with her younger sister, Abby. Clarissa passed away in June due to brain cancer.

By Emily Orland 
Senior Writer

Clarissa Ward, a rising junior 
who treated everyone in her life with 
profound kindness and empathy, 
passed away on June 20 at age 21 after 
a courageous battle with brain cancer. 

Her father, Roger Ward, said 
Clarissa was passionate about people 
and cared immensely for others. 

“She had this incredible spirit that 
really touched a lot of lives,” he said. 
“Everybody adored her, she was just 
so charming all the time.” 

Abby Ward, Clarissa’s younger 
s i s t e r,  e c h o e d  h e r  f a t h e r ’s 
sentiments. She said Clarissa could 
best be described as the most caring 
and empathetic person you could 
possibly find. 

“Just absolutely involved and 
such a great listener, and is going to 
care about everything you say,” Abby 
Ward said. 

Her father said Clarissa was 
incredibly bright and always wise 
beyond her years. She was a top 
student and graduated from Clyde 
A. Erwin High School in Asheville 
in 2017. She continued to thrive 
academically at UNC, where she 
majored in psychology with a minor 
in religious studies.  

In line with her nurturing spirit 
and steadfast desire to help others, 
her father said she had goals to 
become a counselor in a faith-
based organization. 

Her father and sister said she loved 
every minute she spent at Carolina. 
Even after she was diagnosed with 
cancer in October of her sophomore 
year, she continued to participate 
fully in campus life and embrace all 
that UNC had to offer.  

“So now here’s a teenage girl, 
late teens, that’s gone back to 
college, walking to classes across 
the Carolina campus with brain 
tumors and making straight A’s,” 
Roger Ward said. “Making the 
Dean’s List, and walking to classes, 
and she wouldn’t even take the bus 
assistance. She wanted to walk and 
endure it and live normally. And she 
gave it all she got.” 

Abby Ward said that Clarissa was 
incredibly humble, even as a model 
student with every reason to be proud 
of her accomplishments. She said that 
when Clarissa got into UNC and found 
out she had been awarded a full-ride 
scholarship, she was hesitant to let 
Abby advertise the news. 

“I wanted to post so badly on 
Facebook, because I was like, ‘I want 
to show everybody how cool you are. 
This is crazy.’ And it took a really long 
time for me to convince her to let me 
talk about it,” Abby Ward said. 

Abby Ward said Clarissa always 
took the time to help her younger 
sister and boyfriend with their 
schoolwork, even while Clarissa had 
her own academic responsibilities. 
She said Clarissa encouraged her to 
take advantage of the same enriching 
educational experiences Clarissa had 
during her time at Carolina. Last 
fall, Clarissa studied Christianity at 
L’Abri, a community study center 
where students from around the 
world gather to study any religion of 
their choice.  

“That experience she said was the 
most life changing experience she’s 
ever had,” Abby Ward said. “She’s said, 
if you do anything, please go to L’Abri.” 

Abby said that by the second 
semester of her first year, Clarissa 
had overcome the initial turbulence 
of transitioning to college and was 
fully immersed in campus life. She 
was involved with CRU, a ministry 
on campus, where she formed many 
of the close friendships that would 
last throughout her time at UNC. 

Juliet Townsend met Clarissa in 
bible study during their first year, 
and they remained close friends and 
roommates throughout her time 
at UNC. Townsend said one of her 
favorite memories with Clarissa is 
when they took a camping trip to 
Highlands, NC — but a faulty tent and 
pouring rain resulted in them sleeping 
in a friend’s car for the night. 

“She was just laughing and 
giggling the whole time,” Townsend 
said. “We all were. She’s definitely 
one of those people when you’re 
in an uncomfortable or not ideal 
situation,  she makes it  more 

lighthearted and fun.” 
Townsend said Clarissa was 

incredibly thoughtful and intentional 
in everything she did. 

“She would write people letters. 
She had a lot of pen pals, and instead 
of just going to the store and buying 
a card, she would get a blank piece of 
paper and draw the card.” 

Clarissa’s sister said she was an 
incredible artist — constantly
collaging, scrapbooking or drawing 
on index cards that she would give 
to friends and family.  

Her sister said that in her free 
time, Clarissa enjoyed visiting the 
museums in Raleigh. Townsend said 
she also loved to explore the botanical 
gardens and the arboretum or eat at 
Med Deli and go on Cookout runs. 

Townsend said Clarissa’s strong 
faith left an impression on everyone 
in her life. She said Clarissa even 
took it upon herself to lead her 
friends in weekly bible studies when 
their previous leaders graduated. 

“She was very God-focused and 
God-centered, which was very 
powerful and meaningful to her 
friends and her housemates and 
all of our roommates,” Townsend 
said. “That’s just ebbed and flowed 
throughout her entire life and 
everything she was involved in, any 
person she knew.” 

Her father and sister both said 
that even throughout difficult 
treatments and numerous trips to 
the hospital, Clarissa handled every 
obstacle with grace. Roger Ward said 

the journey was challenging, but she 
and her family found comfort in 
faith and knowing she was looking 
forward to an eternal life. 

“She was just always so stoic,” Roger 
Ward said. “She endured it, she took on 
the pain, she accepted her lot and she 
stayed kind the whole way through.” 

The Ward family has plans to 
create a fountain memorial in her 
name at Caring House in Durham 
near the Preston Robert Tisch Brain 
Tumor Center at Duke University 
Hospital. Caring House is an institute 
that provides housing to patients and 
their families, and Clarissa and her 
family stayed there many nights while 
traveling to Duke for treatments. 

university@dailytarheel.com

Here’s what’s happening at other UNC System schools

DTH/ANGELINA KATSANIS
Schools across North Carolina are publishing their university’s COVID-19 data in a wide array of formats

By Praveena Somasundaram
Assistant Online Editor

UNC-Chapel Hill has seen the 
highest number of coronavirus cases of 
the 17 UNC System institutions, given 
available data from each institution.

UNC’s COVID-19 dashboard was 
updated Monday afternoon to show 
135 new COVID-19 cases reported 
in students and employees last week. 
Shortly after this data update, the 

University sent a formal notice shifting 
all undergraduate courses to remote 
instruction beginning Wednesday.

According to the formal notice, 
the University had tested 954 
students as of Monday morning.  177 
students were in isolation and 349 
were in quarantine since then.

The varying reporting processes 
affect when tests are reported and 
which tests are accounted for in UNC-
Chapel Hill’s COVID-19 dashboard.

But the dashboard statistics can 
be inaccurate because the testing 
data comes from multiple sources.

“ T here  cer ta inly  could  be 
individuals who get tested over the 
weekend back home, they come back 
to Chapel Hill, they get a test result, 
they never tell us,” Campus Health 
Executive Director Ken Pittman said. 

In addition to case numbers, the 
UNC-Chapel Hill dashboard displays 
the status of protective supplies and the 

on-campus isolation and quarantine 
spaces. On Friday, Provost Bob Blouin 
said the University would use this data 
in off-ramp considerations.

“We’ve been very careful not to 
identify a single metric that would be 
the metric that would cause us to want 
to take an off-ramp,” Blouin said.

The UNC System has its own 
tracking system for daily COVID-19 
data from its constituent institutions, 
including UNC-Chapel Hill.

UNC-Chapel Hill was the first of the 
17 schools in the UNC System to begin 
classes and roll back its fall reopening 
plan. UNC-Chapel Hill has a total 
enrollment around 30,000 students. 
The other System schools with similar 
enrollments are: North Carolina State 
University, East Carolina University 
and UNC-Charlotte. 

Both N.C. State and ECU began 
fall classes on the same day as UNC.

N.C. State University updated the 
data provided on its COVID-19 testing 
and tracking page Tuesday, including 
a daily new positive cases count 
of 28. UNC-Chapel Hill does not 
provide daily data, citing the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act.

Eight individuals in the fraternity 
and sorority community tested 
positive for COVID-19, all of whom 
self-reported, according to the N.C. 
State campus newspaper Technician.

UNC does not report the number 
of cases in each cluster, citing FERPA.

While the daily case count 
reported by N.C. State includes data 
from multiple sources, the weekly 
and cumulative data only includes 
tests conducted by the school’s 
Student Health Services. 

On Monday night, ECU reported 

a cluster of COVID-19 cases in its 
Gateway-West Residence Hall. ECU 
reports weekly data and does not 
provide details of individual positive 
cases. ECU reported 29 new positive 
student tests last week. The data in 
ECU’s dashboard is only from tests 
conducted by Student Health Services.

“ECU’s administration is committed 
to the safety of its students and the 
campus community and is taking 
all of the available information into 
account to guide decisions on how 
best to achieve that,” ECU Chief 
Communications Officer Jeannine 
Hutson wrote in a statement.

N.C. State’s COVID-19 positivity 
rate for students last week was 7.69 
percent and ECU’s was 7.8 percent, 
both just above half of UNC’s 13.6 
percent positivity rate last week.

UNC-Charlotte’s classes begin on 
Sept. 7. The school has reported four 
total cases within the past weeks.

In a notice sent Monday, UNC-
Charlotte said it would allow 
students to cancel their housing 
with no penalty until Aug. 21. UNC-
Charlotte will also use daily “Niner 
Health Checks” to monitor COVID-
19 cases and exposure on campus.

Statewide, the North Carolina 
Department of Health and Human 
Services reported 147,932 cases 
Wednesday. The Orange County 
coronavirus data show 1,562 total 
COVID-19 cases and 49 deaths since 
mid-March. The Orange County 
Health Department has been in 
communication with UNC-Chapel 
Hill leaders as the University’s 
reopening plan has been implemented.

university@dailytarheel.com
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UNC grad writes play to benefit trans BIPOC

Businesses face uncertainty as UNC goes remote

PHOTO COURTESY OF SIS
Sis, director and creator of “Our Offering” and founder of The Next 
Generation Project, poses for a portrait in a “Black Lives Matter” shirt.

By Elizabeth Egan 
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor 

When 2020 UNC alumnus Gage 
Tarlton and actress, director and 
activist Sis met last summer while they 
were both working at the Kennedy 
Center, they didn’t anticipate that their 
upcoming project would be a virtual 
play that was written in only 10 days.

“Our Offering,” which was created 
by Sis and written by Tarlton as well 
as Antonio Lasanta, is the outcome 
of those 10 days of writing, and 
premiers virtually at 8 p.m. EST on 
Sunday, Aug. 23. 

“’Our Offering’ explores the truths 
of existence, identity, ancestry and 
community,” according to a press 
release from Broadway.com. 

After a $10 donation to The Next 
Generation Project, viewers will be 
emailed a link to the play, as well as 
exclusive behind the scenes content. 

Tarlton, who graduated with a 
degree in dramatic art, said when Sis 
approached him in July with the idea 
to write a play in two weeks, he wasn’t 
sure if he could manage it, but he said 
yes anyway. 

Sis said she was inspired to start 
The Next Generation Project based 
on her own experience as a Black 
transgender woman. 

“We provide emotional and 
financial resources to Black and brown 
trans folks, and we are currently 
holding a scholarship that the winners 
for will be announced on Aug. 25, 
which is my birthday, and we have a 
lot of other exciting stuff coming up,” 
Sis said. 

 Ampli fy ing the  voices  of 
transgender people of color is also the 
same vision that led Sis to reach out 
to Tarlton and Lasanta, to create “Our 
Offering.” Sis said her original idea 
was to recreate the play “Our Town” 
with Black, brown and transgender 
actors, but when that didn’t work 
out, she decided to create her own 
play, with the goal of continuing the 
movement started by the Black Lives 
Matter protests. 

“We wanted the story to be about 
community and everything that ‘Our 
Town’ is, and also everything that ‘Our 
Town’ is not, and center the story on 
Black bodies and queer bodies and 
trans bodies and brown bodies in this 

moment,” Sis said. 
Tar l ton,  who ident i fies  as 

genderqueer, said that the goal of 
the play is to uplift voices that are 
typically left out of mainstream 
American theater.

“Our whole thing since the very 
beginning was that this play is 
about and for Black and brown 
folks, transgender folks, gender 
nonconforming folks, anyone who 
claims all of those or any of those or two 
of those, that’s who we were writing 
this for,” Tarlton said. “Those are the 
voices who have been unfortunately 
marginalized in the current American 
theater, so we wrote this play as a form 
of protest almost.”

Tarlton added that he has kept 
much of the knowledge he learned 
at UNC, especially from his mentor, 
dramatic art professor Jacqueline 
E. Lawton, in mind throughout the 
process of writing. 

“I took a wonderful class with her 
called Theatre for Social Change, 
which I think everyone should take, 
and it completely opened my eyes to 
the possibilities of theater and what 
theater can accomplish,” he said. 

Lasanta said that he hopes the play 
will help to normalize talking about the 
issues of Black and brown people, both 
in theater and in society in general.   

“We’re trying to make those things 

that we need to be seen and heard 
more normal, and need to be more 
normal for those stories to be told.” 

arts@dailytarheel.com
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Students and community members cross Franklin Street on Aug. 9, 2020.

By Britney Nguyen
Staff Writer

Af ter  a  s lower- than -u s u a l 
summer season in Chapel Hill, 
some restaurants were ready for the 
usual dine-in traffic from students 

returning to campus. But now, 
businesses are bracing for impact 
as the University has transitioned 
online and on-campus students are 
leaving their dorms.

Que Chula, a family-owned 
Mexican restaurant on Franklin 

Street, opened on May 7, while 
restaurants were closed for dine-in 
services under an executive order 
from Gov. Roy Cooper. Owner José 
Ramirez said it was a hard decision 
to open the restaurant only for 
takeout, because it costs more than 
dining in.

“Whatever we could make, it 
was helpful for the rent,” Ramirez 
siad. “But when you do takeout, you 
have to spend more money on to-go 
containers and utensils.”

Ramirez said the restaurant’s 
team was patient when trying to 
survive the months before students 
came back to campus. He said 
during move-in week, the restaurant 
had its busiest week yet.

“It was a very tiring week for 
everyone, but servers were very 
happy because they were making 
good money,” Ramirez said.

Ramirez said when the news 
about clusters of COVID-19 cases 
on campus spread, business slowed 
down again as fewer residents went 
to Franklin Street.

“Local families who usually walk on 
Franklin Street and stop to eat are not 

doing that anymore because they are 
afraid of students,” Ramirez said.

Ramirez is not the only restaurant 
owner who has noticed this effect. 
Bret Oliverio, owner of Sup Dogs, 
said he thinks business has been 
slower since clusters at UNC made 
national news. 

“I don’t necessarily think it’s that 
students are leaving, I think it’s 
more of a function of people feeling 
unsafe,” Oliverio said. “When the 
breakouts happen, families are less 
likely to want to eat here and be 
around UNC students.”

Oliverio said he thinks business 
wi l l  go  up and down as  the 
pandemic continues. 

“As numbers go down and there 
are less students in town, I think the 
locals will eventually come back,” 
Oliverio said. 

Bernard Bell, a professor and the 
executive director of the Shuford 
Program in Entrepreneurship at 
UNC, said Franklin Street usually 
operates successfully on the density 
of student traffic. 

“There could be devastating 
effects on restaurants without that 

student density,” Bell said. 
Bell said an obstacle for reopening 

for dine-in during COVID-19 is the 
additional costs, like signage, single-
use menus, outdoor seating and 
additional cleaning measures. 

“I think restaurants on Franklin 
Street will need to brace for a very 
challenging future short term until the 
virus is under wraps,” Bell said. 

F o r  e m p l o y e e s  o f  s o m e 
restaurants, students leaving is a 
double-edged sword. 

Melissa DePierro, a UNC senior 
and  a manager at Carolina Coffee 
Shop, said while servers make 
more money while students are 
on campus, many have felt unsafe 
serving students.

Bell said a challenge restaurants 
face is that they are already operating 
on thin margins.

“To lose their entire dine-in 
business due to social distancing 
within restaurants is going to be 
very challenging, because they still 
have to make rent,” he said.

@britneycath
city@dailytarheel.com
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For RentFor Rent
STONECROP APARTMENTS Walk to campus, affordable in downtown, 4 beds/4full baths, 2 beds/2full 
baths, RENT INCLUDES ALL utilities;electricity AC/Heat, water, Wi-Fi, W/D built-in, huge kitchen, 
dishwasher, refrigerator, ice maker, parking spot in garage, rec room, security entrance elevator.  Call 919-
968-7226 or email to rentals@millhouseproperties.com. www.stonecropapartments.com

ROOM FOR RENT Near UNC/Carolina Inn. Larg unfurn rm in pvt home. Parking, WiFi. Cable. No kitchen. 
NS. 1 yr lease $595/mo + util. Avail July 1. 919-929-2249

Child Care WantedChild Care Wanted

SEEKING CHILDCARE Amazing family seeking fun, dependable “babysitter” to hang out with and 
support a great, artistic and funny 13 year old girl.  We’re looking to welcome an incredible person 
who can work 3-6(ish) every week day (Monday-Friday), and some additional days. Support with 
homework, driving, and some light housework appreciated. (734) 276-3883. sgoldin@Umich.edu

Tutoring WantedTutoring Wanted
MIDDLE SCHOOL POD FACILITATOR Tutor needed 3 days/week (2 hours/day).  Duties: check assignments, 
verify calendar, play board games, track physical activity, find areas for educational improvement. Call/
Text Bryan 919-475-5071

ALGEBRA / CALCULUS TUTOR  Tutor needed for sophomore taking Linear Algebra and Multivariate 

Calculus. Call or text. 919-259-6189

VolunteringVoluntering

ANTIBODY RESEARCH STUDY COVID The US Environmental Protection Agency is seeking adults 
ages 18 and up for Research Study. This is a study developing a non-invasive assay for research on 
COVID-19. Eligible candidates will have had a positive diagnosis of COVID-19 in the past 2 months.  
You will provide saliva samples by mail and complete a short questionnaire. Compensation up to $100. 
For more informaton, call 919-966-0607 or visit www.epastudies.org. Keyword: COVID.

Across
1 For that reason
5 Mekong River land
9 “Settle down!”
15 “Banjo on my knee” song of 1848
17 Weapon for Spain’s Philip II
18 Byrd
20 Frivolous
21 Female beast that sounds like a river
22 Strengthen
25 __ chi
26 The Byrds
35 Top often with an image
36 Showing presently
37 Power source
38 Gp. with related interests
40 Provides a buffet, say
43 Disease namesake
44 Staff figures
46 Object of a detective’s quest
48 D.C. VIP
49 “The Birds”
53 Organ with a hammer
54 Unwilling
55 Root that’s a source of tapioca

   

59 Hip-hop star Green
   62 Bird
   67 Butcher’s offering
   68 Many in Caltech’s faculty
   69 Like troublesome mascara
   70 Forest grazers
   71 Indian music

Down
1 Aurora’s Greek counterpart
2 P-like letter
3 Atlanta sch. fielding the Panthers
4 Defeat
5 “Major Crimes” force, briefly
6 “And giving __, up the chimney ... “
7 Without siblings
8 Encl. to an editor
9 Eggs on crackers, perhaps
10 Starting places
11 Little on “The Wire”
12 Running behind
13 Loving exchanges
14 Works on a route
16 Mailing label words
19 Westernmost Aleutian Island
22 Join
23 Granola relative
24 Like some hotel thermostats
27 Sch. with an Asheville campus
28 Genetic molecule
29 Insensitive, in a way
30 Gyrate like Cyrus
31 Neighbor of Arg.
32 Actress Milano
33 “Whatever you want”
34 Spray with a hose
39 It has Giants but not Titans: Abbr.
41 Mythical aerial menace
42 Roman sun god
45 Woolgatherer?
47 Order to soldiers
50 Hollowed-out area
51 Algerian port
52 With less delay
55 Ozone-depleting chemicals, briefly
56 Donor drive target
57 Browser’s find
58 Ward of “House”
59 Candy __
60 Periphery
61 Burnoose-wearing leader
63 Word with sea or seed
64 Leaves for a spot
65 38-Across relative
66 CIA relative

© 2015 The Mepham Group. All rights reserved.

The LA Times
Crossword Puzzle

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 7 — Accept and offer 
assistance through challenges. 
Harmony requires effort. Practice 
patience, especially with those closest 
to you. Try a philosophical outlook. 
Relax.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is a 7 — Focus on work 
and health. Adapt to changes and 
revise routines. Avoid controversy or 
arguments. Modify your practices. 
Energize with good food, rest and 
exercise.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is a 7 — Relax and rest. Have 
fun without taking unnecessary risks. 
Savor comforting activities. Walk 
near trees. Breathe deeply. Take 
things one day at a time.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is a 7 — Organize and reduce 
clutter. Make modifications to 
upgrade the functionality of your 
space. Avoid stirring up jealousies at 
home. Iron out household wrinkles.  

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 — Dig deep into a 
favorite subject. Catch up on reading. 
Balance news with poetry and music. 
Avoid stepping on any toes. Take a 
creative tack.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is an 8 — Review budgets 
to adapt to changes. Lock up credit 
cards to avoid unnecessary expense. 
Choose ease over toys. Take time out 
for fun and rest.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is a 7 — Carve out time for 
yourself. You’re growing stronger. 
Don’t try to force anything. Avoid 
controversy or hassle and indulge in 
some private pampering.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is a 6 — Hide into your 
cocoon. Don’t spend if you don’t 
need to. Resist impulsive moves and 
wait for developments. Sort and 
organize. Plot upcoming steps.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
 Today is an 8 — Restraint serves you 
well with a team challenge. Social 
limitations and obstacles abound. 
Write letters and share stories. Find 
new ways to connect for solutions.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is an 8 — Career matters 
occupy your time. Focus to manage 
a professional challenge. Keep your 
tone respectful. Not everyone agrees 
with the plan. Optimism wins.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
 Today is an 8 — Have patience 
with technical difficulties, traffic or 
barriers to your investigation. Adapt 
to unexpected changes. Revise or 
postpone advancement. Learn new 
clues by studying.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
 Today is a 7 — Handle 
administrative tasks with shared 
accounts. Keep your deadlines and 
budget. Maintain an advantage by 
monitoring and adjusting carefully. 
Guard positive cash flow.

HOROSCOPES If August 21 is Your 
Birthday...

Health and work flower this year. Consistent practice builds strength, endurance 
and vitality. Shift professional objectives for new markets. Intuition, plans and 
visions percolate this summer, motivating an excellent performance. Social 
limitations this winter motivate creativity, artistry, games and romance. Express 
your love by your actions.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(C)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

  
                    Deadlines

Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication
Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days

prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252
DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarketplace

The Daily Tar HeelWORK FOR
We’re hiring: 
 - reporters  - videographers
 - photographers  - social media curators
 - editors   - designers
 - columnists  - editorial board writers

APPLY BY AUG. 28
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SPORTSFRIDAY
dailytarheel.com

Interested in working for DTH Sports? 
We’re currently hiring reporters for the desk.

Apply by Aug. 28 at 11:59 p.m. | http://bit.ly/dth20app

Questions? Email sports@dailytarheel.com

 The COVID-19 pandemic 
dashed these three UNC 

athletes’ Olympic dreams.
By Macy Meyer

Senior Writer

They dreamed of the anticipation, 
the racing heartbeats and the 
adrenaline that come with competing 
at the highest level of competition. 
They dreamed about representing 
their country on the world stage. They 
dreamed of standing on a podium, and 
of the shining gold medal as it’s placed 
around their necks.

Three UNC athletes dreamed 
about their shot at making it to the 
2020 Summer Olympics in Tokyo, 
Japan, and they dreamed of what 
their performance at the Trials would 
have to be like to make it there.

What they did not dream, though, 
was having their training uprooted 
and packing their bags to return home 
instead of going to their Olympic 
Trials because of a pandemic.

Now, college athletes who qualified 
for Olympic Trials will have to sit 
tight for another year before getting 
to prove themselves, continuing to 
prepare both mentally and physically.

‘Hearts got broken’

Grace Countie is unfamiliar with 
having time off from swimming.

The UNC sophomore, whose 22.09 
time in the 50-yard freestyle is the 
third fastest mark in program history, 
is used to sticking to a strict training 
regimen. Having her training paused 
during quarantine and moving to dry 
land workouts was not something 
she expected. After qualifying for 
the Olympic Trials in 2016 but not 
progressing to the Olympics, Countie 
said she was looking forward to 
proving herself this time around 
in the 100-meter backstroke and 

50-meter freestyle events.
“We didn’t get the chance to show 

all of our hard work,” Countie said.
Not only was Countie excited for 

a chance to compete against the best 
of the best, she was excited for how 
her collegiate season was unfolding. 
A revamped swim team with a new 
coaching staff and a successful 
showing at the NCAA championship 
abruptly ended when campus shut 
down in early March. 

“It was hard to see something 
you’ve been working toward get 
postponed,” Countie said.

UNC senior javelin thrower 
Madison Wiltrout also knows that 
feeling all too well.

“The first time I qualified for the 
trials, I had to get out due to an 
injury I needed surgery on,” she said. 
“This time around, I was excited I 
was actually going to be able to go.”

She paused for a few seconds.
“And then this all came.”
Like Countie, Wiltrout was coming 

off of a stellar season prior to COVID-
19 uprooting her training. She 
placed third at the NCAA Outdoor 
Championships in 2019 and won an 
ACC title in the women’s javelin with 
a throw of 55.60 meters.

When Wiltrout got the news that 
she would again miss an opportunity 
at the Olympic Trials, she said she 
felt more confusion than anger. 
She felt blindsided about the news, 
hoping that the virus would be under 
control by mid-summer, but was 
quick to accept the postponement 
and keep a positive outlook.

“I didn’t know what was going 
on with the world, let alone sports,” 
Wiltrout said.

Jill Shippee, a senior thrower on 
UNC’s track and field team, said the 
Olympic Trials were the main thing 
she was looking forward to all season, 
especially since it was her first time 
qualifying. Shippee, too, said she was 
in a great place training-wise before 

the cancellation.
Shippee’s indoor season was 

just ending and she was preparing 
for outdoor competition. She was 
coming off a groin injury, but 
going through rounds of rehab and 
conditioning made her feel like she 
was finally getting ready to compete.

“Things got shut down and hearts 
got broken,” Shippee said.

‘You have to prioritize what 
actually matters’

With UNC’s training facilities shut 
down, gyms and pools closed and a 
quarantine in place for some of the 
summer, athletes had to get creative 
to keep up with their training. 
Countie had to get used to being out 

of a pool, while Shippee and Wiltrout 
had to figure out how to advance in 
their training without a large field at 
their disposal.

With the trials being pushed back 
a full calendar year, staying focused 
was difficult — each athlete talked 
about how they leaned on their 
coaches and teammates for support. 
Weekly Zoom calls with coaching 
staff and individual teammates made 
the process of training at home feel a 
little less strange, Countie said.

But the physical training was just 
one part. The mental aspect was a 
whole other challenge.

“It was hard without the sport,” 
Countie said. “I went through a 
rough patch not being able to train 
and losing that part of my identity 
as a college athlete.”

Countie, Shippee and Wiltrout 
all said they struggled with staying 
mentally sharp. But they said they 
took steps to take care of their 
mental health, including taking 
necessary vacations and focusing on 
a more optimistic outlook.

“I definitely wanted to do the 
whining and the pitying, but you just 
got to be better,” Wiltrout said. “It’s less 
about being selfish, about losing your 
season because so did everyone else.”

And for all of the athletes, staying 
safe and healthy is the priority.

Despite the hardships and the 
uncertainty that is blocking their 
dreams, Tokyo is still the goal for all 
three of these Tar Heels.

sports@dailytarheel.com

Olympic hopefuls reflect on postponed Trials

DTH/ABE LOVEN
UNC senior javelin throwers Jill Shippee (left) and Madison Wiltrout (right) pose for a portrait on Aug. 18, 2020.

By Andrew Reynolds
Staff Writer

For  near ly  100 years ,  the 
Patterson Medal has been given to 
North Carolina athletes based on 
their career athletic achievements, 
sportsmanship and leadership. Now, 
UNC men’s tennis standout William 
Blumberg and field hockey captain 
Marissa Creatore are the latest to earn 
spots on the long list of recipients.

Blumberg was named the 2020 
Intercollegiate Tennis Association 
Men’s Senior Player of the Year and 
is one of only three men’s players in 
ITA history to be named an eight-
time All American. He won the 
honors in both singles and doubles 
competition in all four years of his 
time with the Tar Heels. 

UNC men’s tennis head coach 
Sam Paul said adding Blumberg’s 
name to the list was an impressive 
accomplishment for the program.

“It’s the elite of the elite. We know 
there are so many great athletes 
here at North Carolina, so it’s a 
tremendous honor,” Paul said.

Blumberg spoke about  the 
lore surrounding names of past 
recipients and the honor of winning 
an award he’s had his eye on since 
his first year at UNC.

“I knew it was a big thing,” 
Blumberg said. “I always made it a 
goal of mine to try and win it, so to 
do that my senior year and have that 
honor given to me by the athletic 
department just meant a lot and was 
really something special.”

Creatore  co-captained the 
North Carolina field hockey team 
to a 46-0 record and two NCAA 

UNC duo earns Patterson Medals

championships in her last two years 
with the program. She was the 2019 
ACC Tournament Most Valuable 
Player, a third-team All-America 
selection and a second-team All-ACC 
selection in her final season. 

The former field hockey leader 
started her UNC career as an invited 
walk-on and redshirted her first 
season after not seeing much playing 
time. She gradually received more 
minutes as the seasons progressed 
and blossomed into a consistent 
starting forward by 2017.

Creatore said not being heavily 
recruited out of East Chapel Hill 
High School and her journey from a 
bench role to co-captain made this 
award special to her.

“I was shaking just because I 
definitely came from a different 
background. I wasn’t someone who 

came into UNC as a huge recruit, 
and no one ever expected that 
kind of accomplishment from me,” 
Creatore said.

North Carolina field hockey 
head coach Karen Shelton echoed 
Creatore’s sentiment when she 
praised the former Tar Heel.

“As a coach, it’s really rewarding 
because anyone can take the best 
recruit in the country and help them 
rise to the top,” Shelton said. “When 
you take a kid that’s unheralded, 
who no one was recruiting and you 
help them in so many different ways 
rise to the very top — and in this 
case, she rose to the very top of all 
the senior athletes at Carolina and 
that’s not easy — that’s a spectacular 
achievement.”

sports@dailytarheel.com

DTH FILE/ANGELINA KATSANIS
UNC Senior forward Marissa Creatore (33) takes the ball from Boston 
College player in the NCAA Final Four game on Nov. 22, 2019. UNC won 6-3.

By Eve Maddock
Staff Writer

On Aug. 13, the North Carolina 
High School Athletic Association 
announced that its football season 
would not start until Feb. 26 due to 
lingering concerns over COVID-19. 
For many high school recruits, this 
announcement meant the end of their 
high school careers, as many decided 
to forego their senior seasons and 
enroll early in their college programs. 

Just one day after the NCHSAA’s 
decision, Dontavius Nash — a four-
star safety committed to the North 
Carolina football team — tweeted 
that he would be hanging up his 
jersey at Hunter Huss High School 
in Gastonia, North Carolina, in favor 
of enrolling at UNC. 

“It hurts, but it’s all about doing 
what’s best for me. I felt that by 
staying I could risk getting hurt,” 
Nash said. “In football, one play 
can be the end of your career, so I 
just thought of that. Basically doing 
what’s best for me. I want to get to 
the NFL as quick as I can, and I 
felt like early enrolling could help 
me do that.”

Despite losing some talent, Nash’s 
high school coach was understanding 
and supportive of his decision to end 
his high school career after just three 
seasons with the Huskies.

“He’s gonna support me whatever 
I do, and he’s behind me 100 percent,” 
Nash said. “He said he was happy 
that I made the decision because it 
shows I’m becoming a man.”

Along with Nash, seven other 
4-star recruits from the class of 
2021 have announced they will be 
enrolling at UNC in January. Among 
these seven are wide receiver Gavin 
Blackwell and defensive linemen 
Jahvaree Ritzie and Keeshawn Silver.

UNC’s 2021 class currently ranks 
No. 12 nationally — its highest 
ranked haul since 2009 — and 
includes 11 four-star prospects. 

Nash said it has always been a goal 
of his to graduate early, and that he 
thinks it will serve as an advantage 
to learn the playbook early and get 
ahead in school. Regardless, he 
recognized that college football is a 
whole different game, and one that 
will require some getting used to. 

“In college, everybody’s good,” Nash 
said. “In high school, you have your 
certain players on the team that are 
good. Most of the commits are the best 
on their high school teams. Going to 
college, you’re gonna be on a team full 
of people that were the best on their 
team. It’s just gonna be guys that are 
bigger, faster, stronger and smarter.”

With all  of the uncertainty 
surrounding the football world right 
now, Nash is still looking forward to 
officially becoming a Tar Heel. 

“I’m excited that the program has 
turned around, I’m ready to be a 
part of something great,” Nash said. 
“I’m ready to be coached by all the 
coaches, coached up by most of the 
older players, and you know, just to 
be on campus and make new friends.”

sports@dailytarheel.com

Eight four-star recruits to 
enroll early at UNC


