
I had to just slap him on the butt and say, ‘Play, big fella.’
ROY WILLIAMS

UNC sweeps rival Blue Devils 

DTH/ABE LOVEN
UNC sophomore forward Armando Bacot (5) dunks in the Smith Center on March 6, 2021. UNC beat Duke 91-73.

Tar Heels poised for 
postseason run
By Brian Keyes

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

In the rivalry matchup to end 
the season, the North Carolina 
men’s basketball  team (16-9, 
10-6 ACC) dominated Duke 
(11-11, 9-9 ACC) from start to 
finish in a 91-73 win. Led by 
three different players scoring 18 
points, the Tar Heels played one 
of their most complete games of 
the season on Senior Night.

North Carolina got out to 
an excellent start by quickly 
by hitting five of its first seven 
shots to get out to an 11-2 lead. 
Struggling to defend UNC’s bigs, 
Duke center Mark Williams and 
forward Matthew Hurt each 
picked up a quick foul. 

Nothing could slow down the 
Tar Heels, though, as players 
made jumper  af ter  jumper, 
including a one-legged, fade-away 
3-pointer from senior forward 
Garrison Brooks to balloon the 
lead to 24-6. 

By the end of the first half, 
the Blue Devils managed to cut 

the lead down to 16, but they 
failed to establish any sort of 
de fens ive  rhythm,  a l lowing 
North Carolina to shoot 55.2 
percent from the floor and 62.5 
percent from deep. 

D u k e  s t a r t e d  t o  f i n d  i t s 
r hy t h m  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f , 
shooting 4-6 to  s tar t ,  whi le 
UNC’s red-hot shooting cooled 
slightly, but the Tar Heels’ size 
and speed was still  too much 
to overcome. 

T h e  B l u e  D e v i l s  t r i e d  t o 
break out a full-court press and 
trapping defense,  but North 
Carol ina continued to  draw 
fouls against Duke’s undersized 
frontcourt,  keeping the lead 
firmly in hand. 

It was only a matter of time 
before UNC cruised to a final score 
of 91-73.

UNC will start its postseason 
in  the  ACC Tournament  in 
Greensboro as the sixth seed. The 
Tar Heels will start in the second 
round, playing their first game 
on Wednesday, March 10. 

Twitter: @bg_keyes

Tar Heels face uncertain postseason path

By Ryan Heller
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

After a morale-boosting win to 
complete a season sweep of Duke, 
the North Carolina men’s basketball 
team now must quickly shift its focus 
to postseason play.

Saturday’s win virtually guaranteed 
the Tar Heels a spot in the NCAA 
Tournament. But it also helped them 
jump Louisville to claim to sixth seed 
in the ACC Tournament.

From now on, there are no more 
chances to bounce back. It’s single-
elimination. In order to have 
success in March, the Tar Heels 
will have to do something they 
haven’t been able to do all year: 
maintain consistency. 

Here’s what the path looks like for 
UNC in both tournaments.

ACC Tournament

The Tar Heels were already a 
lock for a single bye heading into 
their final matchup of the regular 
season. All that was left to be 
decided was whether they were the 
sixth or seventh seed in the ACC 
Tournament. Either position meant 
avoiding top-ranked Virginia 
through the early rounds, a team 
Roy Williams-led squads have 
recently struggled against. 

The path for UNC appears easier 
than that of the seventh-seeded 
Cardinals. The Tar Heels will face 
either Wake Forest or Notre Dame, 
two teams that they have already 
beaten. Louisville will also face 
one of two teams they’re unbeaten 
against. But the big difference is 
the third round opponent. 

The Cardinals will have to battle 
Florida State if they advance, 
which, despite a bad loss against 
the Fighting Irish, is still a threat 
to win the whole tournament. 
Leonard Hamilton is a top head 
coach in the ACC and should 
have his team prepared to bounce 
back. The Seminoles have a potent 
offense fueled by depth and good 
3-point shooting. It’s a benefit that 
North Carolina gets to avoid them 
until the semifinals, if both teams 
make it there. 

If UNC wins, its next opponent 
i s  V i r g i n i a  Te c h ,  w h i c h  h a s 
had several  long pauses  due 
to COVID-19 cases and hasn’ t 
played a game since Feb. 27. The 
Tar Heels dominated the last 
opponent that came into their 
matchup off  a  break,  beating 
Louisville 99-54. If the Hokies 
start out rusty, North Carolina 

should be able to advance.
It has been a tough year for the 

ACC, with no clear front-runner 
even as March begins. Over half the 
teams in the field have a realistic 
chance of winning it all, and UNC 
is part of that group. It’ll all depend 
on whether North Carolina’s most 
talented players can step up and 
help the team play to its potential 
in consecutive games. 

NCAA Tournament 

N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ’s  r o a d  i n 
Indianapolis is a lot murkier. The 
Tar Heels are currently penciled in 
as a ninth seed, according to Joe 
Lunardi’s ESPN Bracketology. A 
lot can change with a run in the 
ACC Tournament, but it’s most 
likely that they will be in the 7-10 
or 8-9 matchup heading into the 
NCAA Tournament.

In the current Bracketology, 
UNC is slated to face Michigan, 
one of the favorites to win it all, 
in the second round. Even if it’s a 
different team, there’s a clear divide 
between the No. 1 and 2 seeds and 
everyone else. 

The Tar Heels would have to 
play near-perfect basketball if 
they want a chance of upsetting a 
top seed. That means they cannot 
beat themselves with turnovers 
and slow starts, which they have 
fallen into a habit of doing at times 
this year. 

The two games against Duke 
showed that UNC can effectively 
use its talent and produce great 
results. Now comes the ultimate test 
of March.

Twitter: @ryanheller23

 UNC slated as sixth seed 
in ACC Tournament, 
firmly in NCAA field

DTH/ABE LOVEN
UNC junior guard Leaky Black (1) blocks a layup by Duke senior guard Jordan 
Goldwire (14) in the Smith Center on March 6, 2021. UNC beat Duke 91-73.

DTH/ABE LOVEN
Duke senior guard Jordan Goldwire (14) and sophomore forward Wendell 
Moore Jr. (0) defend UNC first-year guard Caleb Love (2) on March 6, 2021.
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UNC first-year guard Caleb Love (2) dribbles in the Smith Center on March 6, 2021. 
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CHPD officers escort people off the street at the intersection of Franklin and Columbia following UNC’s victory over Duke.

UNC seniors hold commemorative jerseys before the game in the Smith Center on March 6, 2021. UNC swept Duke 91-73.
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Chapel Hill police stationed on Franklin Street during the UNC vs Duke basketball 
game on March 5, 2021, in an attempt to prevent students from rushing.

Students and fans gather outside of Sup Dogs on Franklin Street to watch UNC 
basketball’s game against Duke on March 6, 2021. UNC swept Duke 91-73. 

Finishing on a high note: UNC sweeps Duke
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UNC seniors Harrison Liu and Jose Picado pose for a portrait in the Dean Dome on March 6, 2021. The Tar Heels beat the Blue Devils 91-73.
UNC head coach Roy Williams gives a speech on Senior Night 
in the Smith Center on March 6, 2021 following UNC ‘s win.

Senior Night belongs to Garrison Brooks

DTH/ABE LOVEN
UNC men’s basketball team sings the alma mater after their win over Duke at the Smith Center on Saturday, March 6, 2021. 

By Ryan Wilcox
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Garrison Brooks was not North Carolina’s 
leading scorer on Saturday night.

The senior forward had 14 points in the win 
against Duke, which was behind Caleb Love, 
Armando Bacot and Kerwin Walton. They all 
had 18.

He wasn’t the team’s leading rebounder, 
either. That was Bacot.

In 25 minutes, the Preseason ACC Player of 
the Year notched just five boards to go along 
with three assists, a block and no steals. Taken 
as a whole, Brooks’ stat line versus the Blue 
Devils was a solid, if unremarkable, one. The 
kind of game we’ve come to expect from him 
this season.

Make no mistake, though. It was his night.
Yes, it was Senior Night, so in the most 

obvious possible sense, it was his night. That 
much was clear pregame, during a tearful 

midcourt commemoration and standing ovation 
from the Dean E. Smith Center crowd.

“He said before the game he knew he was 
going to be emotional,” Bacot said. “It was just 
funny to see Garrison, the tough guy, crying.”

And it was clear postgame, during Brooks’ 
senior video, in which he individually thanked 
every member of the UNC staff.

“Coach (Roy) Williams, you’ve given me the 
opportunity of a lifetime,” he said. “You gave a kid 
from Lafayette, Alabama the chance to live out his 
dream and play for North Carolina.”

In between  those two moments, however, 
was a systematic — and yes, Brooksian — 
dismantling of the Blue Devils, in which the Tar 
Heels outshot, outrebounded and outworked 
their rival en route to a 91-73 statement victory.

There was a certain lunch pail quality to the 
team’s performance. It was a tip-to-buzzer effort 
in which North Carolina jumped out to an 18-4 
lead and never looked back. Like their senior 
leader in a postgame press conference, the Tar 
Heels were short, direct and to the point. 

Would it be too cliché or on the nose to 
suggest it was Brooks who set the tone for the 
night, scoring the Tar Heels’ first bucket of the 
game on a jump hook inside?

Or that just as Duke started to grab some 
momentum, the forward snatched it right back 
with a step-back, late-shot clock, hand-in-his-
face 3-pointer midway through the first half?

Or that when the Blue Devils went to a full-court 
press late, there was Brooks, the inbounder/press 
breaker/steady hand, to guide UNC to the win?

Yet there’s more than that. Yes, there were 
moments in-game, but it’s been understood all 
season — by way of his teammates — that much 
of Brooks’ impact comes behind the scenes. To 
hear them tell it, he’s the first hand to pick you 
up when you fall, the first to put a coach’s harsh 
words in context, the first to encourage you 
after a two-for-11 night. 

“I couldn’t even look at Garrison today when he 
came to shake my hand pregame,” Williams said. 
“I had to just slap him on the butt and say, ‘Play, 
big fella.’”

How fitting, then, that when the final 
buzzer sounded the first two to embrace were 
Williams and Brooks, tears streaming down the 
latter’s face, his journey — from lost first-year 
to upperclassman leader to now, finally, North 
Carolina senior — nearly complete.

Brooks himself was, predictably, reluctant to 
dwell too much on the night.

“We can’t get too happy,” he said. “Enjoy this 
until Sunday, then we’ll come back and be ready 
to work again.”

But months, years, decades from now, his last 
game against Duke will — or at least should — be 
a big part of his mental scrapbook.

Not every Tar Heel gets his moment in the 
postseason sun. Brooks has never played for 
a national title, missed the (canceled) NCAA 
Tournament entirely last year and will likely 
enter it as a double-digit seed this year. 

For him, though, maybe one memorable 
Senior Night will be enough.

Twitter: @ryantwilcox

Looking back at UNC basketball’s four seniors

DTH FILE/NATHAN KLIMA
First-year forward Garrison Brooks (15) celebrates during a game on Nov. 29, 2017. 

By Jeremiah Holloway
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Following a dominant 91-73 victory 
over Duke on Senior Night, North 
Carolina basketball fans can now look 
back at the careers of four players who 
gave so much to the program over the 
last four years.

The senior class of Garrison 
Brooks, Andrew Platek, K.J. Smith 
and Walker Miller arrived in Chapel 
Hill in 2017, just months after the Tar 
Heels won a national championship. 
A high standard existed the moment 
they stepped foot on campus, but the 
four of them earned the opportunity 

to be honored in their final home 
game on Saturday.

Garrison Brooks

Brooks started 16 games as a first-
year — including his first game — 
and became a full-time starter during 
his sophomore season. After being 
a complementary piece to the Tar 
Heels’ success in his first two seasons 
— playing alongside players like Luke 
Maye, Cameron Johnson and Coby 
White — Brooks broke through in his 
junior year campaign. 

Last season, Brooks posted career 
highs in points, rebounds, assists and 
made field goals, and scored 30 or more 

DTH/ABE LOVEN
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UNC senior forward Garrison Brooks (15) and senior guard Andrew Platek (3) talk 
during Senior Night celebrations in the Smith Center on Saturday, March 6, 2021.

Sophomore guards Andrew Platek (3) and KJ Smith (30) celebrate the win in the 
second round of the NCAA tournament at Nationwide Arena on March 24, 2019.

points in two games, including a career-
high 35 against Georgia Tech. He was 
rewarded for his impressive numbers 
with a second-team All-ACC selection. 

Brooks is one of 78 1,000-point 
scorers in the history of UNC men’s 
basketball, with a career total of 1,256 
points entering the ACC Tournament. 

Andrew Platek

Platek began his journey alongside 
Brooks and played sparingly behind the 
reigning Final Four Most Outstanding 
Player Joel Berry and Kenny Williams 
in his first two seasons. But as his career 
progressed, Platek saw an increase in 
minutes during his last two years in a 
Tar Heel uniform. 

This increase in playing time was a 
testament to the trust he earned from 
head coach Roy Williams. Though he 
did not post eye-popping numbers, 
averaging only 2.7 points for his 
career, he became a key role player and 
contributed within the team dynamic. 
His career highlight came earlier this 
season in January, when he hit a game-
winning floater with just seconds 
remaining to defeat Miami, 67-65. 

K.J. Smith

K.J. Smith originally played for the 
University of Pacific before arriving 
at UNC and sat out during the 2017-
18 season before stepping onto the 
court as a Tar Heel. His father, Kenny 
Smith, was also a Tar Heel, and played 
from 1983-87 before entering the 
NBA. K.J. paid homage to his father 

by donning the No. 30 jersey he wore 
during his playing days.  

Smith made his first career start 
at UNC during his junior year, 
though he played a backup role 
during the majority of his career. 
Although his college career did not 
begin at North Carolina, he still 
became a player who was embraced 
by fans.

Walker Miller

Miller joined the Tar Heels in 2017 
as one of four first-year bigs, including 
Brooks, Sterling Manley and Brandon 
Huffman. Miller, like Smith, did not see 

much time on the court, but became a 
recognizable figure among UNC fans. 

From Greensboro, Miller also 
had family ties to UNC. His brother, 
Wes, won a national title with North 
Carolina in 2005, and Walker shares 
the No. 22 jersey that his brother wore 
during his tenure. 

As the Tar Heels’ season continues 
into the ACC Tournament, this senior 
group’s legacy is not finished. But 
Saturday’s win over Duke meant 
their time playing in the Dean E. 
Smith Center ended on a high note 
by defeating their crosstown rival. 

Twitter: @jerem11ah
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Chapel Hill police are stationed on Franklin Street during the UNC vs. Duke basketball game on March 5, 2021.

By Heidi Pérez-Moreno, 
Suzannah Claire Perry

Assistant Audience Engagement Editor, 
Data Editor 

university@dailytarheel.com

Moments after  UNC men’s 
basketball defeated Duke, a growing 
crowd of fans stood at all four corners 
of the intersection of Franklin and 
Columbia streets, chanting “Tar” and 
“Heels” back and forth. 

Then, as Chapel Hill police 
officers stood by, many fans rushed 
to the intersection’s center for the 
second time this year, defying UNC 
Community Standards and a state 
executive order meant to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. 

Last month, officers took over 35 
minutes to clear the intersection. This 
crowd, which was substantially smaller, 
dispersed from the intersection for 
the resumption of traffic within five 
minutes. The crowd later regrouped 
for another brief period.

Senior Jobel Angela Barcoma said 
she chose to stand on the sidelines 
while students rushed to experience 
a UNC tradition. 

“Part of it would be trying to 
experience what rushing is (like) as 
a UNC student,” Barcoma said. 

Ran Northam, the interim 
communications manager for the 
Town of Chapel Hill, confirmed that 
Chapel Hill police officers closed 
off the intersection for six minutes. 
There were at least 15 officers at the 
intersection during the rush.

“ T hat  was  in  response  to 
celebrants in the street, and looking 
out for the safety of those in the 
street,” Northam said.

The Town of Chapel Hill confirmed 
in a later statement that this closure 
was for the safety of the fans.

“Incoming traffic was detoured, 
and cars that were already in the 
intersection were directed around the 
closure,” Kelly Drayton, emergency 
management coordinator for the Town 
of Chapel Hill, said. “Our police officers 
were able to effectively and efficiently 
move the crowd from the intersection 
and back onto the sidewalks.”

Some of the fans who rushed 
booed law enforcement as they were 
restricted to the street corners and 
crosswalks on several occasions. 

“You guys suck,” one student yelled 
at an officer. “I really mean that.”

The game comes after Gov. Roy 
Cooper announced last Wednesday 
that he would ease numerous 
COVID-19 restrictions because the 
state has seen a lower amount of 
cases and vaccine distribution has 
increased. 

The order allows indoor sporting 
venues with capacities above 5,000 
people to operate at 15 percent 
capacity. Still, local and UNC officials 
continued to caution fans against 
rushing Franklin Street.  

Victoria Hudson, the director of 
environmental health for Orange 
County, said the eased restrictions 
are not an excuse to lose vigilance. 

“Community transmission and 
vaccination trends are moving in 
the right direction,” Hudson wrote. 
“The recent Executive Order eased 
some restrictions on businesses. We 
have to stay vigilant to eliminate any 

actions that could lead to negative 
impacts at this time.”

Northam said the Town has 
focused on educating fans about the 
danger of rushing and promoting 
alternatives, including virtual watch 
parties and early visits to Franklin 
Street for pictures and dining.

UNC Police Chief David Perry 
said at a Campus Safety Commission 
meeting Wednesday afternoon that 
there would be as many as 30 officers 
on standby at both the Dean E. Smith 
Center and the Columbia Street and 
Cameron Avenue area. 

Over 300 students were referred 
to UNC’s Office of Student Conduct 

following last month’s rush, facing 
consequences that range from a 
warning to disenrollment if they are 
found guilty.

UNC Media Relations confirmed 
that students would be investigated 
again if they were reported for 
rushing tonight.

“ We  a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  t h e 
overwhelming majority of our 
students did the right thing tonight 
and celebrated safely,”  UNC 
spokesperson Joanne Peters Denny 
said in a Media Relations statement. 
“We’re disappointed in those who did 
not heed the warnings not to rush 
Franklin Street and will follow our 

disciplinary process for any reports 
we receive of violations of our Covid-
19 community standards.”

Howe ver,  s tudent  rushers 
interviewed by the DTH said the rush 
was worth it, despite the COVID-19 
exposure and the possible consequences. 

“I can’t go out there, I’ ll get 
arrested,” one student, standing back 
from the center of the intersection 
said to a friend standing by. “They’re 
going to bury us.”

“Maybe next year,” a police officer 
standing nearby said. “Just not now.”

Twitter: @sclaire_perry
Twitter: @heidi_perez02
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Despite increased police 
presence, some students 

congregated again

By Brian Keyes
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Rejoice, Chapel Hill. Moments like 
these have been so few and far between 
— you should take time to appreciate 
what you have just witnessed. 

The North Carolina men’s basketball 
team has defeated Duke, 91-73, and, for 
the first time in a very long time, there 
is hope that the world is getting better. 

A year ago, life for this small 
college town started to come apart 
the last time the crosstown rivals 
came to play in the house that Dean 
built. It would be foolish to think 
that Tre Jones’ and Wendell Moore 
Jr.’s buzzer-beaters were the worst 
things to happen to this town in 
2020, but it would be just as foolish 
as to pretend it didn’t matter greatly 
to the people who put so much of 
themselves into this team. 

Chapel Hill’s beloved team came 
apart at the seams that night last 
February — and then, not long after, 
so too did the world. It has been an 
incredibly long, incredibly painful 
and heartbreaking journey from that 
moment to now. The miseries everyone 
has had to endure in the ensuing time 
are simply too numerous to list. 

Take time to appreciate then what 
a rare and special time Saturday 
night was. Senior Night, of all nights, 
giving so many moments of nothing 
but pure joy, in a year that found 
them sorely lacking.

The little-used Walker Miller drawing 
a charge on the first possession of the 
game and hearing his name chanted by 
the small, yet exuberant crowd.

The tears from Garrison Brooks as he 
checked out one last time, arms raised 
in jubilation as he reflected on the past 
four years of his career in Carolina Blue.

And to end it all, a thunderous 
dunk from Sterling Manley, who had 
not touched the court during a game 
in nearly two years due to injury, to 
seal the blowout win. 

“I don’t think there’s a single 
person on this team who wasn’t 
excited throughout the entire game,” 
first-year guard Kerwin Walton 
said. “We was all making huge plays, 

making a bunch of shots, throwing 
some good passes. Making a bunch of 
hustle plays. I think it’s hard to not to 
get excited from that, especially when 
everyone’s playing so well.”

For the roughly 3,200 people in the 
Dean Dome, being there in person will 
make this moment infinitely more 
special. The decision to allow fans for 
the last two home games has been 
and will continue to be scrutinized, 
as it should be. The pandemic is still 
raging, screening still remains an 
imperfect solution and the people 
who say the risk was simply too great 
should not be ignored. 

But there’s an understated truth 
in the decision that recognizes our 
instinctual need, as people, that we 
have been forced to deny ourselves 
for so long — the need to congregate 
together, to be joyous and celebrate 
the moments that make us happy. 

“When you come to play basketball 
at North Carolina, you talk about or 
you hear former players talk about 
running through that tunnel and 
hearing that crowd and getting on 
the court and seeing that Carolina 
Blue wave out there,” Roy Williams 
said. “So that’s something (the players 
have) missed. And I think the last two 
games, it’s been the loudest 3,200 
crowd I’ve ever seen in my life.” 

After a night like Saturday, all there 
is left to do is hope that it marks the 
beginning of the end for all that we have 
been through. There is a future quickly 
approaching when feeling the simple 
elation of your college beating a rival 
will not be a rare break from a world 
otherwise filled with such tragedy. 

Until then, rejoice, Chapel Hill. 
Rejoice that the light at the end of that 
tunnel is coming up fast, and then 
follow in the footsteps of your team and 
appreciate what you just experienced. 

“ You gotta  be  grateful  for 
moments like these,” Brooks said. 
“I can’t really think about the 
tough times of this year, being in 
quarantine, having to separate 
yourself from everyone else. You 
just gotta cheer this moment with 
your team.” 

Twitter: @briangkeyes
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The UNC basketball team huddles before the game against Duke in the 
Smith Center on March 6, 2021. The Tar Heels beat the Blue Devils, 91-73.

UNC fans cheer on the men’s basketball team in the Smith Center on 
March 6, 2021. UNC beat Duke by its largest margin at home since 1998. 

Students rush Franklin Street for second time


