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Abortion pill suit tests NC restrictions

Chapel Hill OB-GYN Dr. Amy Bryant 
filed a lawsuit in the federal district court 
for the Middle District of North Carolina 
last Wednesday that could impact 
abortion access across the country.

Bryant’s complaint in the case, 
Bryant v. Stein et al., challenges North 
Carolina’s restrictions on the abortion 
medication mifepristone, the first of 
a two-pill regimen that terminates 
pregnancy within 10 weeks of gestation.  

She argues that North Carolina’s restrictions 
on mifepristone contest regulations set by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

Earlier this month, the FDA expanded 
access  to  mifepris tone to  include 
pharmacies. The medication can be 
dispensed in person or by mail. The drug 
has been approved by the FDA since 2000. 

According to the federal organization, the 
medication “must be dispensed by or under 
the supervision of a certified prescriber or by 
certified pharmacies for prescriptions issued 
by certified prescribers.” 

Despite the FDA’s rules, North Carolina 
requires that abortion medications can only 
be provided in person by a physician and in 
a specially certified facility after mandatory 
counseling, a 72-hour waiting period and, 
occasionally, an ultrasound.

In the complaint, Bryant challenged the 
state’s restrictions, claiming they impose 
“unnecessary costs” and “interfere” with her 
work as a physician. 

She argues that N.C. law conflicts with 
federal law, specifically the Risk Evaluation 
and Mitigation Strategies provisions of the 
federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act, which 
was enacted by U.S. Congress in 2007. 

This law gave the FDA additional 
authority to establish specific restrictions 
related to the prescription and distribution 
of certain medications. 

Chelsea Corey, an attorney representing 
Bryant in the case, said this conflict is called 
“federal preemption,” meaning federal law 
displaces state law because of the Supremacy 
Clause in the U.S. Constitution. 

This isn’t the first lawsuit Bryant has filed. 
She was also the named plaintiff in Bryant 

v. Woodall, a 2016 case filed challenging 
the constitutionality of the state’s 
criminalization of pre-viability abortions.

“Medication abortion is safe and 
effective – there’s no medical reason for 
politicians to interfere or restrict access to 
it, or for states to force doctors to comply 
with mandates not supported by medicine 
or science,” Bryant said in a press release. 

The defendants in the case are 
Democrat N.C. Attorney General Josh 
Stein, District Attorney for Chatham and 
Orange counties Jeff Neiman, members 
of the North Carolina Medical Board 
and Secretary of the North Carolina 
Department of Health and Human 
Services Kody Kinsley.

Corey said the officials were chosen 
as the defendants because the threat of 
enforcement is a big concern in the case.

“ The people who were sued as 
defendants are the people with authority 
to enforce regulations against the plaintiff 
in this case,” she said. 

Laura Brewer, deputy chief of staff 
for the N.C. Department of Justice, said 
Stein’s office is reviewing the complaint. 

The NCDHHS has not yet received 
the complaint but will review it once they 
receive it, a spokesperson said.

“Par t  o f  NCDHHS’  miss ion  i s 
ensuring that health care is accessible 
for all North Carolinians, and this 
includes reproductive health services. 
Access to these services is a public 
health issue,” the spokesperson for the 
department said in a statement. 

Trustees’ decision leaves 
leaders ‘flabbergasted’
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Faculty members shocked by 
Board’s decision on School of 

Civic Life and Leadership

Lawsuit argues current 
distribution limits run 

counter to FDA guidelines

By Abby Pender
Assistant University Editor

university@dailytarheel.com

When UNC law professor Eric Muller 
first read the editorial headline, he said his 
eyes fell out of his head. 

On Jan. 26, the Faculty Executive 
Committee member was in a Zoom 
meeting when he saw a screenshot of a 
Wall Street Journal editorial titled “UNC 
Takes on the University Echo Chamber.”

“I thought: how on Earth? How on 

Earth could the Wall Street Journal 
know this,” Muller said. 

The UNC Board of Trustees passed a 
resolution on Thursday to “accelerate” the 
creation of a new program — the School 
of Civic Life and Leadership. 

Provost Chris Clemens said at a 
Monday Faculty Executive Committee 
meeting that he didn’ t  know the 
resolution was coming from the Board — 
“I was surprised,” he said.

Proposals for new schools, degrees 
and curriculums have historically come 
from faculty leaders, and their vote is 
required for approval.

Muller said no member of the faculty 
knew of this “major development.”

‘Flabbergasted’

According the resolution, the trustees
requested to accelerate the development 
of  the School  for Civic  Life  and 
Leadership with the goal of promoting 
democracy and benefitting society. 

“The board doesn’t have any ability to 
propose a class, to propose a degree, or 
— for God’s sake — to propose a school,” 
Holden Thorp, who served as UNC’s 
chancellor from 2008 to 2013, said.

He said the BOT’s resolution is an 
example of the “worst governance” he 
thinks he’s ever seen.

Mimi Chapman, chairperson of faculty, 
said she was “flabbergasted” by the 
exclusion of faculty input in the decision, 
which she said she considers to be an    
attack on shared University governance. 

By Emmy Martin
City & State Editor

city@dailytarheel.com
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recent lawsuit challenges N.C. abortion 
pill access. 
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David Boliek, chairperson of the UNC Board of 
Trustees, speaks at the dedication of the memorial 

for James Lewis Cates, Jr. on Monday, Nov. 21, 2022.
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Mimi Chapman, Chair of the Faculty, listens at the 
Faculty Council meeting on Sept. 9, 2022 in Kerr Hall.
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ADMINISTRATION

Computer science application now universal

Sophomore Bruna Ricciardi had 
just switched her major to computer 
science in spring 2022 when the 
department officially moved to an 
admissions system.

“It was kind of like a tease a few years 
before — they were like, ‘Yeah, we’re 
going to move it to admissions next 
year,’” she said. “And then they delayed 
it, and then they delayed it, and so it 
ended up falling on me. And that might 
be a selfish way to look at it, but I was 
like, really?”

This semester will mark the 
department’s first standard admissions 
cycle when the application opens 
on Feb. 15. It’s tough to tell how 
competitive it will be, said Kris Jordan, 
a professor in the computer science 
department and now the director of its 
admissions program. 

“At the end of the day, we think 
we have 300 seats that we can 
support and admit,” he said. “And 
so that’s the numerator, whatever 
the denominator is.”

How we got here

With demand for the major 
increasing exponentially over the 
past decade, the number of computer 
science students in the department 
quickly outpaced its teaching capacity. 
In spring 2022, UNC had over 1,800 
declared computer science majors at 
UNC, compared to about 250 in 2012. 

In 2018, an external review of the 
department noted enrollment issues 
and recommended implementing 
an admissions process. Kevin Jeffay, 
a professor in the department who 

served as chairperson until last fall, said 
the faculty tried to avoid it. 

But, when two professors responsible 
for 25 percent of the department’s 
upper-level class seats retired in 2021, 
the move became inevitable.

“We basically held out as long as 
humanly possible,” Jeffay said. “What 
the department always wanted was 
for the department to grow. And for 
a whole variety of reasons, that just 
didn’t happen.”

The department tried to announce 
the move to admissions in spring 2021, 
but students panicked, Mayer-Patel 
said. The College of Arts and Sciences 
forced a pause of the plans, delaying the 
change yet another year.

“We would have been in a much 
better place and not delayed anybody, 
if we had had the ability to implement 
it in the same way we did last year, 
frankly,” Jordan said. “It was the same 
plan, it was the same outcome. But it 
was delayed by a year, and during that 
year, there was a significant backup of 
students waiting to get into the next 
course they needed.” 

If growth had continued without 
an admissions process, Jordan said, 
it would have pushed back the time 
frame of students taking introductory 
computer science classes to the point 
where most of them wouldn’t have been 
able to complete their degrees. 

For example, next year’s incoming 
class would not have been able to take 
COMP 210 until at least the fall of their 
junior year. Even then, only a fraction 
of interested students would have been 
able to get into the class that semester, 
and everyone else would be out of luck 
for completing the major in four years. 

The admissions timeline

The first two rounds of admission 
cycles, in the spring and fall of 2022, 
were, in some ways, a formality. 

The spring 2022 cycle was for rising 
juniors, to ensure that they would be 

on track to complete the major on 
time, Mayer-Patel said. The fall 2022 
cycle was primarily for sophomores 
enrolled in COMP 210, the first class 
of the major.  

Mayer-Patel said the department 
accepted all students in these 
admissions cycles that were “minimally 
qualified” — usually meaning they got 
a C or better in prerequisite courses 
like COMP 110 and were capable of 
finishing their degree in time. 

In spring 2022, the department 
admitted all 72 rising juniors who 
would be able to complete the degree. 
The next semester, they admitted 
all 308 sophomores who met the 
minimum criteria. 

“The fact that it’s an admissions 
process, meaning there’s some chance 
that people may not be admitted, gives 
a perception of wanting to turn people 
away,” Jordan said. “But I think of us 
in the computer science department 
as admissions maximalists. Our goal 
has been, since I’ve been here, to serve 
as many CS majors as we believe we 
can graduate in four years.”

Admissions moving forward

Among comparable universities 
across the nation, UNC was one of 
the only ones without an admissions 
process for computer science, 
whether through admission to 
the university itself or to a specific 
program once there, Jeffay said. 

Jordan said that UNC’s application 
process will be holistic, much like 
admissions into UNC. And, he 
emphasized that prior programming 
experience is not required.

“Myself, coming from a rural county 
in North Carolina when I came to 
UNC, my high school didn’t have 
any programming classes,” he said. 
“And that’s still true, sadly, of many 
of the high schools that our students 
are coming from. And so we very 
much wanted there to be pathways 
for everyone at Carolina who had 
demonstrated potential to succeed.” 

CRIME

Students share on-campus theft experiences

At 2:26 p.m. on Monday, a student 
reported the theft of their bicycle from 
Morrison Residence Hall. 

This incident is one of the latest 
in an upward trend in crime on 
campus: reports of stolen property 
rose to 92 incidents in the 2021-22 
academic year from 55 incidents in 
2018-19 — an even larger increase 
from just 5 in 2014-15.

First-year Vanessa Hansmann 
had two consecutive classes in a large 
lecture hall in the Genome Science 
Building. At the end of her first class, 

she moved forward to sit 
with a friend in the second class.

But halfway through her second 
class, she realized that she had 
left her recently-purchased jacket 
about five rows away – only to find 
when she went to retrieve it that 
someone had already taken it.

“It ’s actually kind of funny, 
and it’s actually really annoying, 
because I didn’t leave the room 
where my jacket was stolen in 
between me leaving my jacket 
by itself  and it  being stolen,” 
Hansmann said.

She also said one of her friends had 
gone through a similar situation. 

Brian James, chief of UNC Police, 
said thefts often occur when property 
is left temporarily unattended in public 
spaces, creating critical windows for 
crimes of opportunity to occur. 

On a map depicting cases of 
theft reported to UNC Police since 
2015, areas with heavy traffic on 
campus stand out.

“When you talk about the dining 
halls, the library, the Pit area – those 
are areas where we occasionally will 
have someone call us and say, ‘My 
book bag was stolen, my laptop, my 
digital device.’ Whatever the case is, 
those are typically the most popular 
items that are stolen,” he said.

In addition to the string of thefts 
in areas with heavy foot traffic, 
James said thefts often occur in 
unsecured residence halls. Last 
fall, a series of thefts in Hinton 
James Residence Hall prompted 
UNC Police to issue a campus-
wide crime alert to students that 
included tips for keeping their 
belongings safe. 

Sophomore Marleigh Purgar-
McDonald, who parks her car on 
campus during the week, said she 
has met several students whose 
property was taken from their cars 
in the Rams Head Parking Deck and 
Ehringhaus Parking Lot.

“The main things that I heard about 
were people who had left their cars 
unlocked by accident. People had just 
taken some cash that had been in the 
car, some other personal belongings 
that happened to be there,” she said.

In some cases, outbreaks of theft 
in a given area can be traced back to 
one individual. Police traced a series 
of larcenies in biology buildings on 
campus to one man last October. 
James said the number of thefts in 
Hinton James “severely declined” 
after police made an arrest in the 
fall, tracing some of the stolen 
property to nearby reselling shops.

James said a common thread 
between cases of theft reported 
by students was students leaving 
b e l o n g i n g s  u n a tt e n d e d  a n d 
unwatched — on a table in a crowded 
dining hall, in an unlocked car or in 
an unsecured room.

“The biggest thing is that so many 
doors are left open in the residence 
halls,” James said. “When you’re 
running down the hall or using the 
facilities, whatever the case is, you 
have to lock those doors. The other 
part is just when you’re in common 
areas. I’ve witnessed students just 
kind of set their book bag next to a 
tree and go off and do something.”

J a m e s  r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t 
students keep their belongings 
secure and avoid leaving them 
unattended in public areas.

Department switches to 
a selecitve admissions 
system for 2023-24

By Hannah Rosenberger
Senior Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @hannahgracerose

There were 92 reports 
of stolen property in the 

2021-22 school year
By Brooke Elliott

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dailytarheel
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Sitterson Hall, pictured here on Monday, Jan. 30, 2023, houses the Computer 
Science department that recently transitioned to an admission system.
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BOT accelerates creation of new professional school 

Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz  
sent a campus-wide email Friday 
announcing the school, entitled 
“Promoting democracy and staying 
true to our commitment.”

“One of the strategic initiatives in 
our plan is to Promote Democracy,” 
the email read. “We know the 
importance of building the next 
generation of leaders to strengthen 
our country’s institutions and serve 
as the citizens we need to solve the 
grand challenges of our time.” 

Fo r  f a c u l t y  l e a d e r s  l i k e 
Chapman, the message seemed 
disrespectful. She said the School 
undermines and criticizes the 
whole enterprise of the institution. 

‘Woke indoctrination’

The announcement of the School 
comes after a series of tensions 
regarding University leadership and 
many see the announcement of the 
School as a political decision. 

“If you get praised by the Wall 
Street Journal (Editorial) page, 
you’re getting praised for being a 
conservative,” Thorp said. 

David Boliek, chairperson of 
the BOT, gave an interview about 
the resolution Saturday to Fox & 
Friends.  The Daily Tar Heel reached 
out to Boliek for comment, but he 
did not respond but the time of 
publication. Other members of the 
board referred comment to Boliek 
or did not respond for comment. 

“We have no shortage of faculty with 
progressive, left-wing views,” Boliek 
said on Fox News. “The same really 
can’t be said of right-of-center views.”

Guskiewicz  a lso  noted the 
School is a “natural extension” of 
the IDEAS in Action curriculum, 
a new class model that encourages 
student to individualize their 
education. The curriculum began 
for first-years in fall 2022. 

Thorp said the current most 
“potent” Republican talking point is 
the “woke indoctrination” of higher 
education. He also noted the Program 
for Public Discourse is popular with 
the Republican Legislature and 
Republican-leaning trustees. 

Thorp said he thinks the BOT 
tipped off the Wall Street Journal 
Editorial Board for a “conservative 
perspective” on the resolution. The 
editorial was published hours after 
the BOT voted on the resolution with 
direct quotes from trustees. 

The Daily Tar Heel submitted 
a public records request to the 
University regarding communication 
between trustees and the Wall 
Street Journal Editorial Staff prior 
to the formal announcement of 
the resolution. The request is still 
awaiting response.

Chapman said she thinks the 
School is opportunity for donors to 
fund programs against what they 
perceive is the indoctrination of 
liberal ideology at the University — a 
phenomenon that Chapman said she 
doesn’t believe exists.

The “dogma” that higher education 
is submitting to progressive politics 
is unfounded, Chapman said.  

“I absolutely disagree with that,” 
Chapman said. “I do not think that is 
true in any way, shape or form.”

She added that, even if the University 
holds a majority left-of-center political 
perspective, it only means that is the 
reflective community opinion.

Taliajah “Teddy” Vann, student 
body president and ex-officio 
member of the BOT, said she doesn’t 
think the University is indoctrinating 
students into any kind of ideology. 

“Our campus community is a 
place with a wide array of people 
from a variety of backgrounds and 
perspectives,” Vann said. 

‘Shared governance’

Chapman said the faculty had no 
involvement in the creation of the 
resolution. She said she received 
no notice of the potential School 
before seeing the Wall Street Journal 
editorial.

“And of course, a key principle 
of  shared governance is  that 
the faculty is in charge of the 
curriculum,” she said.

According to the campus-wide 
email, any proposed degree program 
or school will be developed and led 
by members of the faculty. Chapman 
said omitting faculty from decision-
making would infuriate them.

Vann also said she had no previous 
knowledge of the resolution before 
it was voted on in open-session 
Thursday. She abstained from the vote. 

“It’s not a question of democracy, 
b u t  r a t h e r  o n e  o f  s h a r e d 
governance,” Vann said. “And it is 
not shared governance if you do not 
include faculty voices, and you do 
not include student voices.”

She said that any decision that 
does not involve all stakeholders 
in its development is not in the 
best interest of the student body. 
Power structures are not working 
in the ways they are supposed 
to if everyone isn’ t part of the 
conversation, she said. Twitter: @abbypenderr

Continued from Page 1

CAMPUS RESOURCES

By Celia Funderburk
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Local programs provide 
alternatives to combat 

high food costs

Approximately one-in-five UNC 
students are food insecure. 

This means that on top of doing 
homework and studying for exams, 
many students have to worry about 
how they will get their next meal. 

“The last thing that someone 
wants to be concerned with is, ‘Am 
I gonna eat today?’ ‘Am I gonna 
have to only eat twice today and be a 
little bit hungry to make it to Friday 
before my next paycheck?’” Margaret 
Matthews, the vice president of 
Carolina Cupboard, said. “That is 
just an added stressor to an already 
stressful life situation at UNC.” 

Carolina Cupboard is an on-campus 
pantry that focuses on student 
nutrition and providing students with 
food at no cost so that they can lead a 
safe and healthy life on campus. 

Data collected in 2016 from self-
reported surveys of UNC graduate 
and undergraduate students showed 
that 22 percent of respondents were 
food insecure. 

Food insecurity exists when 
people have limited or uncertain 
access to adequate and safe food or 
when such food cannot be accessed 
in socially-acceptable ways, said 
School of Government Professor 
Maureen Berner, who researches 
poverty and its relationship to food. 

The data also reported how food 
security differs based on race, gender, 

class year and more. According to the 
data, 32 percent of food-insecure 
students are graduate students and 
13 percent are first-years. 

Berner said some of the ways 
students cope with being food insecure 
include skipping meals and eating 
cheap food with little nutritional value.

Berner also spoke on the impact  
food insecurity can have on  a 
student’s academic success. 

“There is a cost of food insecurity, 
for those who are food insecure,” 
she said. “We have the data that 
they have lower levels of self-
reported academic progress. This is 
affecting their education and their 
educational outcome.”

Riley Harper, a UNC sophomore 
and assistant vice president of Carolina 
Cupboard, said students located 
on South Campus also have to face 
the barrier of being in a food desert, 
which is an area where nutritious and 
affordable food is not always available. 

Along with shelf-stable canned 
goods, Carolina Cupboard can also 
provide students with fresh produce 
and hygiene products. 

Another large focus of the pantry 
is minimizing food stigma. Matthews 
described this social stigma as people 
receiving judgment for needing help.  

“We want to combat that social 
stigma of facing food insecurity 
because,  no matter what, we’re 
all humans, we all deserve food,” 
Matthews said. 

Harper described reasons why 
students are potentially embarrassed 
to receive the aid that they need. 

“Put yourself in the shoes of 
someone that’s food insecure,” Harper 
said. “And one of your really good 
friends is sitting outside the pantry 

studying. Are you gonna walk past 
her and go grab food because you can’t 
afford your own? Maybe you would. 
Maybe you would not feel ashamed 
to do that, but there’s definitely a lot 
of people that would, or at least be 
embarrassed and I know that maybe I 
would — and you shouldn’t be.”

The location of Carolina Cupboard 
being in the basement of Avery 
Residence Hall and accessed through 
a back door, allows students to grab 
groceries unnoticed, Matthews said. 
She also said that they are willing to 
work with students to protect their 
privacy, through efforts such as one-
on-one deliveries outside of the pantry. 

Berner said pantries only serve 
to help the immediate need of the 
community — not the long-term 
problem. The reason people are food 
insecure is due to individuals falling 
through the holes of government 
social security nets, she said. 

“ It ’s  just  s imple  financia l 
instability, insecurity is an indicator 
of the underlying fragility of people’s 
economic situation,” she said. “In other 
words, we looked at food insecurity, 
but really what we’re seeing is just a 
marker for not having enough to meet 
all of their basic daily needs.” 

For students facing food insecurity, 
more on-campus resources include 
CJ’s Cupboard — located in UNC 
Gillings School of Global Public 
Health — and a mutual-aid pantry 
located in the Campus Y. Berner also 
urged students to seek out financial 
aid from the University and see if 
they qualify for federal programs, 
such as the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program. 

Twitter:  @dailytarheel
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Carolina Cupboard is located in Avery Residence Hall on Thursday, Jan 26. Carolina Cupboard provides free food for 
UNC students who are experiencing food insecurity.

Organizations combat student food insecurity

DTH FILE/SAMANTHA LEWIS
The Old Well is pictured on Sunday, Aug. 7, 2022. 

‘Dismissed and devalued’

Chapman said the lack of 
communication regarding the 
resolution will make faculty feel 
“dismissed and devalued” at a time 
when faculty retention is already low. 

Muller said the resolution process 
was disrespectful of the faculty and 
noted the faculty deserved consultation 
on the merits of the proposal before the 
resolution passed. 

Thorp said that the BOT’s 
development of the resolution is 
ironic considering trustees want 
UNC to excel in national rankings, 
yet they “alienate” the faculty 
allowing the University to succeed. 

“It’s further erosion of trust 
between the faculty  and the 
administration,” Thorp said. 

Clemens said the idea of the 
resolution is to give a “superstructure” 
to the program for public discourse that 

faculty will lead. He spoke about the new 
Committee on Academic Freedom and 
Free Expression, which he said is set to 
oversee the development of the School. 

During the FEC meeting, many 
University community members 
expressed concern toward the 
intentions behind the School’s creation. 
Some faculty members voiced that they 
already teach civic engagement and 
communication skills in the classroom.

Clemens said that the University 
is a place for democracy and that 
he hopes to do what is right for the 
student body. 

In a tweet following the meeting, 
Thorp said it was significant that 
administrators were “surprised” by 
the resolution. 

“No functional board would do 
this,” he wrote. “Dark, dark times 
in Chapel Hill.”
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María Estorino named 
University Librarian 

Ma r í a  E s t o r i n o  h a s  b e e n 
appointed as the new vice provost for 
University Libraries and University 
librarian, effective Jan. 30. Estorino 
will succeed Elaine Westbrooks, who 
announced she would be leaving the 
position last spring. 

For the past  eight months, 
Estorino has served as the interim 
v i c e  p r o v o s t  f o r  Un i v e r s i t y 
Libraries and University Librarian. 
She joined the University in 2017, 
later working as the associate 
University librarian for special 
collections and the director of 

Erin Matson named field 
hockey head coach 

The UNC athletic department 
announced Tuesday that Matson will 
be taking over the helm of the North 
Carolina field hockey program.

This comes after Karen Shelton, 
field hockey’s winningest collegiate 

Road work extends one-
way traffic to MLK Blvd.
Members  T he  Estes  Drive 

Connectivity Project is entering 
its next phase of construction, 
converting more of Estes Drive to 
one-way traffic.

The newest section becoming 
one-way is the portion of Estes 
Drive from Somerset Drive to 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. 

Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  P l a n n i n g 
Manager for Chapel Hill Bergen 
Watterson said the contractors must 
make this change to make room for 
their equipment on the otherwise 
too-narrow road.

BRIEFS
the Louis Round Wilson Special 
Collections Library. 

Throughout her time at UNC, 
Estorino has worked to increase 
accessibility in libraries for the 
surrounding communities, as well 
as creating partnerships within 
the University community. 

               — Liv Reilly

coach, retired in December following 
her 10th national championship 
victory. She was the head coach at 
UNC for 42 seasons. 

“To say I’m excited and honored to 
be the head coach of the UNC field 
hockey program is an understatement 
– this is a dream come true,” Matson 
said in a press release.

Matson, the program’s fifth head 
coach, is the most decorated player 
in UNC field hockey history. A 
member of the U.S. National Team 
and the ACC’s all-time leader in 
goals and points, she captured four 
national titles and five ACC titles as 
a forward for UNC.

                — Shelby Swanson

Contractors will shut down part 
of the road and begin work this 
week. Watterson said the closures 
will last until the end of the project, 
which is projected for fall 2023. 

If possible, the Town will open 
any section of the road during 
this process, but Watterson said 
the Town needs to keep drivers 
and contractors safe during the 
construction process.

The Estes Drive Connectivity 
Project  includes the creation 
of a multi-use path and raised 
bike lanes, as well as enhanced 
crosswalks with warning lights.

 
  — Laney Crawley

Wilson Library features ‘Every Book a Mirror’

DTH/DEREK PENG
Wilson Library’s current exhibition, ‘Every Book a Mirror,’ confronts present-day social issues through artists’ books 
and zines from the Sloane Art Library’s collection. 

The exhibit includes 
books, zines and art 

focused on social issues
By Liza Smith

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

SONJA HAYNES STONE CENTER 

Community reflects on Jordan’s career, influence

DTH FILE/OLIVIA PAUL
The Sonja Haynes Stone Center is pic-
tured on Oct. 31, 2022. Joseph Jordan 
will be stepping down as director, and 
reflects on his time at the Center. 

Stone Center director 
plans to step down, stay 
in University leadership

By Stella Griffin
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

From 1991 to 1993, students, staff 
and public figures fought for a free-
standing Black cultural center at UNC. 

In 2001, Joseph Jordan became 
director of the Sonja Haynes Stone 
Center for Black Culture and History. 

In 2004, the free-standing building 
went into operation. 

Jordan will be stepping down 
as director of the Stone Center, but 
will continue to be vice provost for 
academic and community engagement 
at the University.

Jordan’s peers, family, friends and 
former students gathered Thursday to 
appreciate his 21 years of dedication as 
director of the Center.

The event was a warm and 
lively celebration of Jordan’s time 
as director. Speakers ranged from 
former col leagues to current 

students – all expressing their 
gratitude for the role that Jordan 
played in their lives as director. 

Jordan’s role as director involved 
community outreach and the planning 
of Stone Center events such as 
meetings, discussions and exhibitions.

During the event, each speaker 
highlighted a different aspect of 
Jordan’s character and his work 
as director.

“We live our days on the basis 
of the options which we take. How 
a person deals with his or her 
available options is determined 
in large part by what it is he or 
she seeks to become or do in life,” 
Professor Emeritus Genna Rae 
McNeil said, quoting theologian and 
scholar Howard Thurman. “Joseph 
Jordan made a choice more than 
five decades ago to take a principled 
stand with his life for justice, truth-
telling and excellence.” 

McNeil said she recognized Jordan’s 
sacrifices to lead a variety of academic 
and community-oriented programs in 
and outside of the Stone Center.

Tanya Shields, moderator of the 
event and associate professor, spoke 

about the many meetings, programs 
and exhibitions that occurred at the 
Stone Center throughout Jordan’s 
time as director. 

“Joseph cultivated a joyful, 
complicated space of intellectual rigor 
and curiosity, with community at its 
heart,” she said. 

Local  re t ired attorney and 
public defender, James Williams, 
said  he  appreciated Jordan’s 
willingness to engage and support 
efforts outside of campus and in 
the community. 

He said that individuals who are 
able to visit the Center have more 
opportunities to inquire and challenge 
previous beliefs. 

Jordan also handled trying 
times as director with confidence, 
said Isaac Unah, political science 
associate professor.

“As a friend, I value you. I value 
the work that you have done to keep 
this building and this institution 
and the mission of the Stone Center 
what it is today,” Unah said. 

During the event, Jordan said 
he owes much of his success to 
an organization of women in 

Washington, D.C., who helped 
guide him. He also said his work 
aims to honor his grandparents, 
who immigrated to America from 
Trinidad in 1919. 

He reflected on the physical building 
that came to fruition while he held the 
position, as well as the revolutionaries 
he was able to meet and learn from.

“You don’t have to stay in one 
place to be engaged, but wherever 
you go,  you have  to  commit 
yourself to struggle with something 
important,” Jordan said.

The incoming director, who is yet to 
be announced by the University, shared 
a few words via Zoom call. 

“I would say this publicly, and 
with great humility, one of the 
reasons I felt comfortable accepting 
the position of a new director of 
the Sonja Haynes Stone Center is 
because of Dr. Jordan,” they said.

The incoming director also said 
they felt comfort in knowing that 
they will be free to make their own 
mark on the Center, but have Jordan 
nearby for encouragement.

A new exhibit has premiered in 
Wilson Library’s North Carolina 
Collection Gallery. 

The title of the exhibit comes 
from a quote by Michael Ende: “Is 
not every book a mirror in which the 
reader is reflected?”

“Every Book a Mirror: Book Artists 
Engage with the 21st Century” is a 
collection of artists’ books, zines and 
other art forms that bring light to 
current issues — both national and 
international. 

Co-curator and Sloane Art Library 
Manager Josh Hockensmith said the 
works in the exhibit represent a mirror 
that is both reflecting back at the viewer 
and reflecting society to the viewer. 

The exhibit  features works 
from creators of varying identities 
— tackling numerous social and 
environmental issues of the 21st 
century. Some of the topics include 
queer visibility, the experience of 
being Black in America, the presence 
of Indigenous people, the coronavirus 
pandemic and migration. 

“We really made a conscious 
effort to feature the work of BIPOC 
artists and LGBTQIA+ artists,” 
Hockensmith said. “It’s a way to 
feature work by artists of those 
identities, but at the same time, 

engage with audience members who 
are not of those identities — to see 
this work and empathize with it.”  

T h e  e x h i b i t  w a s  c u r a t e d 
using artists’ books rather than 
conventionally printed books 
because they push the viewer to 
search for meaning using all aspects 
of the work, Hockensmith said. 

Professor Jocelyn Glazier uses 
artists ’  books in some of her 
instruction at UNC for this reason.

She said these books challenge 
h e r  s t u d e n t s ’  t r a d i t i o n a l 
conceptions of what reading can 
be and helps them better connect 
with the experiences of the author. 

“It makes reading more of an 
active, empathetic, engaged and 
involved experience,” Glazier said.  

Glazier also recognizes the impact 
this genre of art has had on her 
personal understanding of the works. 

“The books allow me an opportunity 

to learn as much about myself as I learn 
about the topics and artists that are 
reflected in those books,” she said. 

Margaret Steitz, a graduate 
assistant at the Sloane Art Library, 
said this type of art is unique for 
various reasons. 

“I feel like what makes them 
really special is even though it’s 
labeled as a book it can really take 
any form,” she said. “It kind of 
bridges a connection between the 

artist and the reader and makes a 
very intimate experience.” 

“Every Book a Mirror” is the largest 
exhibition of artists’ books and zines 
at UNC since 2010, Hockensmith 
said. The Sloane Art Library regularly 
puts together small exhibits, but the 
North Carolina Collection Gallery 
provided the opportunity to create a 
display on a much larger scale. 

Linda Jacobson, keeper of the 
North Carolina Collection Gallery, 
has similar hopes for the exhibit. 

She said many former UNC 
students who visit Wilson Library for 
the first time post-graduation regret 
not using the resource while it was 
easily accessible. 

“I feel like it’s another campus 
experience, in addition to some of 
the other things students will do 
during their four years here, that 
would enrich their experience if 
they knew more about what Wilson 
had to offer,” she said. 

In conjunction with the exhibit, 
there are a few opportunities to 
further engage with the work. 

Ashley Minner will be holding 
a virtual book talk on her work 
featured in the exhibit,  “ The 
Exquisite Lumbee”, on Feb. 16. The 
Artists’ Books Book Club will also 
meet on the fourth Friday of each 
month to discuss various books and 
zines from the exhibit. 

“Every Book a Mirror” will remain 
in Wilson Library until July 12, and 
is open for visitation on weekdays 
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Twitter: @dailytarheel

Twitter: @stellagriffinn
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Preschools report small levels of lead in water

By Harrison Gummel
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Testing shows lead in 
some buildings, less lead 

than on UNC campus
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Found your dream nest yet?
These properties and more are waiting for you

heelshousing.com
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As the local community watches 
UNC grapple with detectable lead 
levels in the drinking water of over 
125 buildings, some questions have 
been raised about the safety of other 
educational institutions. 

Data from Clean Water for 
Carolina Kids shows that some pre-
schools in the Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
area are also seeing perceptible levels 
— although they are generally lower 
than the University. 

Licensed childcare centers are 
required by the North Carolina 
Department of Health and Human 
Services to test all fixtures used for 
drinking and cooking purposes for lead. 

Tests must occur every three 
years, and sources that register 
concentrations of lead with 10 
parts per billion (ppb) or above 
cannot be used for consumption.

Last year, North Carolina expand-
ed testing to public schools. However, 
requirements do not exist for most of 
North Carolina’s other citizens.

“In terms of colleges and uni-
versities, along with anybody else 
that lives in a house, there’s still 
no requirements to test for lead at 
the taps, at drinking and cooking 

points nationally, and there’s still no 
enforceable health-based standards,” 
Jennifer Redmon, the director of 
environmental health and water 
quality at RTI International — which 
leads the Clean Water for Carolina 
Kids program — said.

Preschools must submit water 
samples to a certified laboratory 
capable of analyzing for lead at very 
small levels, and must notify the 
NCDHHS with all findings.

“The process is relatively simple 
using testing kits from Clean Water 
for Carolina Kids,” Jeanne Wakefield, 
the executive director at Chapel Hill 
Cooperative Preschool, said in an email.

According to Wakefield, Chapel 
Hill Cooperative Preschool test-
ed its water in 2021 and is due to 
test again in 2024. She added that 
nothing concerning was found, 
and that the preschool follows all 
required testing protocols.

Out of all reporting preschools in 
the Chapel Hill-Carrboro area, only 
three were found to have faucets 
with lead levels exceeding 1 ppb — 
but they were all less than 2 ppb.

Exposure to lead in drinking 
water can have serious health effects. 
Data from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency has found that 
children might develop behavioral 
and learning problems, experience 
slowed growth or suffer decreased 
hearing and IQs.

According to Redmon, there is no 
safe level of lead exposure.

“For a lot of things, we think 
about, ‘Oh, a little bit of this isn’t 
going to hurt me,’” she said. “But 
that’s not what the research suggests 
is the case for lead exposure — any 
lead exposure is adverse to anybody.”

The contaminant  typical ly 
enters drinking water when lead-
containing plumbing materials 
corrode ,  which  occ urs  more 
frequently in buildings built before 
1986, according to the EPA.

“As the plumbing goes from the 
community system that we maintain, 
through the meter, and then to the 
home plumbing, the rest of that home 
plumbing is the responsibility of the 
homeowner and can still contain 
some components that are made of 
some level of lead,” Blake Hodge, the 
communications director at the Orange 
Water and Sewage Authority, said.

He added that OWASA currently 
has no known lines with lead 
contamination in the community 
service system it manages. The 
problem exists when water from the 
OWASA-managed system is drawn 
to private buildings.

However, newer buildings — even 
those without lead service lines — 
are not necessarily free from danger. 
Redmon said a variety of factors, 
including water chemistry and fre-
quency of use, can impact lead con-
centrations in water, and that con-
tamination can vary from tap to tap. 

“Even newer buildings in many 
towns can connect with water lines 

that were set before that building 
went into place,” she said.

According to Clean Water for 
Carolina Kids, water sources with 1 
ppb of lead or more can have their 
effects limited or avoided at little cost 
by switching to a different tap when 
cooking and drinking, or by flushing 
water to prevent the build-up of 
contamination in pipes.

Efforts can also be taken to 
directly address lead contamination 
as water exits the tap.

“Our goal is to stop lead exposure 
at the tap today, and ways that we can 
do that are: one, suggesting that you 

replace the water fixture with newer 
ones that have less allowable lead and, 
two, installing and maintaining a filter 
certified to remove lead,” Redmon said.

Other methods she suggested 
included adhering to clean water 
habits like only using cold water when 
cooking and avoiding taps not meant 
for consumption. 

“I think that it’s really important for 
everybody to realize that while it can 
seem scary to hear things like, ‘There’s 
no safe lead exposure,’ you can also stop 
that immediately today,” Redmon said.

Twitter: @harrisonggummel
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Twitter: @sierrapresident

The Chapel Hill Alliance for a 
Livable Town, known colloquially as 
CHALT, is an organization that has 
played a large role in town politics in 
Chapel Hill since its formation in 2014.

CHALT advocates for policy to 
address issues in the community, 
especially surrounding sustainable 
development, according to its website. 
Its main goals, as listed on its website, 
include preventing global warming 
and preserving Chapel Hill’s character. 

The website states that CHALT 
strives to achieve these goals by 
educating citizens about Town 
issues and providing suggestions to 
Town leadership.

The organization’s website also lists 
the “fairly high rates” that UNC charges 
students for on-campus living as a 
challenge because it drives students to 
off-campus options, further crowding 
an already competitive housing market.

But some community members 
believe CHALT’s goals for housing 
to be damaging.

“I feel like their fundamental 
mission is at odds with what would 
need to happen to ameliorate the 
housing crisis, but I hope they start to 
take affordable housing seriously as an 
issue,” Simon Palmore, a coordinator 
at NEXT Chapel Hill-Carrboro, a 
nonprofit focused on improving 
housing availability and transit, said. 

John Rees, a member of the Orange 
County Affordable Housing Coalition 
and a NEXT board member, said 
that he has not worked directly with 
CHALT, but has not seen it operating 
positively or progressively on housing.

“They have a focus on maintaining 
the status quo,” he said. “The problem 
is that the status quo is what’s led us to 
have such an incredible lack of housing.”

Political involvement

The organization was formed 
to help elect Chapel Hill Town 
Council members who “listen to the 
people,” Julie McClintock, a CHALT 
coordinator said.

CHALT formed its own political 
action committee, CHALT-PAC, which 

endorses and uses funds to support 
political candidates whose views align 
with the organization’s, but does not 
directly contribute to candidates’ 
campaigns, according to its website. 

Linda Brown, CHALT member, said 
it works to keep the Town accountable. 

“We think that the Town needs to 
look at long-term consequences of 
things that they do and find solutions 
that are permanent,” she said.

From Rees’ perspective, he said that  
some CHALT members have been 
disruptive when he has seen them in 
Chapel Hill public meetings, and that 
it doesn’t sound like the organization is 
working for progressive change.

“It sounds like an organization that’s 
focused on preventing change,” he said.

CHALT’s role in development

CHALT has also held webinars on 
housing, where members talked about 
the housing crisis and ways to finance 
permanent affordable housing.

But some residents, like Palmore, 
view CHALT as “anti-development.” 

He also said that when Chapel Hill 
began discussing turning a portion of 
Town-owned land into an affordable 
housing development and park, some 

CHALT members supported the park 
but opposed the housing units.

“You can’t claim to be in support 
of affordable housing when you’re 
preventing more housing from being 
available,” Palmore said. 

Palmore said that he also believes 
the organization spreads misleading 
and incorrect information about the 
Town Council and its members.

“We can have disagreements 
on policy, but there’s no excuse for 
sharing facts that are not true,” he 
said. Palmore said he does not doubt 
that members of CHALT would like 
to see improved housing conditions, 
but he believes the organization fails 
to make housing available to everyone. 

DTH/SERENA SHERWOOD
Chapel Hill Alliance for a Livable Town (CHALT) is a group of residents that work to 
create policies around development in Chapel Hill and the larger Orange County. 
The sun shines on a new development in Chapel Hill on Monday, Jan. 23, 2023.

CHAPEL HILL POLITICS

Explaining CHALT: Why is it controversial?
Organization influences 

Town leadership —
with some opposition

By Sierra President
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

CHILD CARE

NC rated most expensive state to care for a child 

DTH DATA VISUALIZATION/FLORA PENG

The state was ranked 
39th best place in the 
US to raise a family

By Maddie Van Meter
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

In a recent report published 
by WalletHub using 51 different 
indicators, North Carolina was 
ranked the 39th best state to raise 
a family.

When adjusting for median family 
income, North Carolina ranked last in 
terms of child care cost. The average 
annual cost of child care in North 
Carolina is $9,255 for an infant and 
$7,592 for a 4-year-old.

According to the NC Early 
Education Coalition, only 26.7 percent 
of families can afford care without 
exceeding the federal recommendation 
of spending no more than 10 percent of 
family income on child care.

Child care subsidies ensure 
c h i l d r e n’s  a c c e s s  t o  q u a l i ty 

education and allow parents to 
work, benefitting businesses, the 
N.C. Department of Health and 
Human Services’ Division of Child 
Development and Early Education 
said in an email.

“Strengthening the availability and 
accessibility of early care and learning 
across the state supports families, 
businesses and communities,” the 
department said in the email.

While child care subsidies exist, 
there are 30,000 children aged 5 and 
under on the waitlist. According to the 

NCEEC, low-income parents without 
access to assistance spend over one-third 
of their total yearly income on care.

Elaine Zukerman, the advocacy 
and communications director for the 
NCEEC, said parents can wait for up 
to two years on waitlists to get a spot.

The NCEEC classifies North 
Carolina as a “child care desert,” with an 
average of over five families competing 
for every one available licensed child 
care slot statewide.

Families that rely on child care 
in order to work depend on these 
programs. Statewide, over two-thirds 
of children under six live in households 
where all parents work.

Licensed child care programs for 
infants and toddlers are currently only 
able to serve 18.7 percent of the infant-
toddler population.

Zukerman said rural counties are 
especially impacted by this lack of 
child care, with some counties having 
no options available — especially for 
infants and toddlers.

The NCEEC found that low 
compensation for early education 
workers is the number one reason 
workers are leaving the early childhood 
field. Child care teachers earn $12 per 
hour on average, and one in five do not 
have health insurance.

Zukerman said young children’s 
development is reliant on stable 
relationships with their teachers. 
According to the NCEEC, low teacher 
compensation has resulted in fewer 
early educators entering the field, and 
one in three qualified teachers are 
reported to leave the field within the 
next three years.

Anna Mercer-McLean, the director 
of the Community School for People 

under Six, said child care teachers’ 
salaries should be competitive with 
those of public school teachers. She 
said teachers must be taken care of 
financially to provide high-quality care.

Zukerman said problems with 
child care cannot be resolved until 
the underlying issue of teacher 
compensation is addressed. To 
accomplish this, she said, funding is 
going to be necessary, and that there 
is a large enough surplus in the state 
budget to provide it.

“We can afford to do it,” Zukerman 
said. “We really can’t afford not to do it.”

Zukerman said women of color make 
up much of the child-care workforce, 
and the NCEEC is advocating for the 
extension of the Child Care Stabilization 
Grants through June 2025 to support 
care providers.

The grants, announced in 2021 by 
Gov. Roy Cooper, used American Rescue 
Plan funding to subsidize child care.

Mercer-McLean said more 
continuity is needed in receiving 
funding, as payments often do not 
arrive on time. Funding, she said, is also 
necessary to account for the increase in 
cost of food following the pandemic and 
to maintain the enrollment of children.

“We are here not because of the 
money, but in order to be here, we have 
to have funding to be able to support 
what we do,” Mercer-McLean said.

Zukerman said that child care 
impacts everybody, whether they 
know it or not. Child care, according 
to Zukerman, is needed by workers in 
all industries, and creates a foundation 
for supporting the next generation of 
North Carolinians.

Twitter: @madelynvanmeter

Continued from Page 1

Bryant’s NC case centers on mifepristone access 
Over fifteen states, including North 

Carolina, impose restrictions on 
medication abortion. 

The same day that Bryant filed her 
case in North Carolina, GenBioPro Inc. 
filed a case in West Virginia, claiming 
the state cannot override FDA approval 
of mifepristone by banning the drug.

The two lawsuits are viewed by some 
as test cases in the aftermath of the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Dobbs v. 
Jackson Women’s Health Organization 

that eliminated the constitutional right 
to abortion. The “federal preemption” 
cases are some of the first post-Roe 
litigation and will test a new legal 
strategy regarding abortion access that 
could be applied in other states. 

“The lawsuit is crafted to focus very 
much on the FDA side, and I think 
that’s very much intentional,” UNC law 
professor Joan Krause said regarding 
Bryant v. Stein et al. 

In another case in Texas, anti-
abortion organizations are asking a 
federal judge to undo FDA approval 

of mifepristone entirely, which 
could lead to a national injunction 
on the distribution of the pill. 

The plaintiffs in the case argue that 
the FDA did not have the authority to 
approve mifepristone because it was 
granted “accelerated approval” under 
a process meant for “serious or life-
threatening illnesses.” They claim this 
shouldn’t apply to abortion pills.

Overall, the three cases highlight 
the unstable nature of abortion access 
in the U.S. as states wrestle with their 
recently-gained power to regulate it.

According to data from the 
Guttmacher Institute, medication 
abortion accounts for over 50 percent 
of all abortions in the United States.

“During the more than two decades 
since FDA’s approval of mifepristone as 
a safe and effective option for ending 
early pregnancy, medication abortion 
has been used by more than 5 million 
patients and now accounts for more 
than half of abortions nationwide,” 
Bryant’s complaint read.

Depending on the way the litigation 
proceeds in the North Carolina case, Twitter: @emmymrtin

Krause said the court might decide the 
state can regulate mifepristone because 
it is allowed to regulate the practice of 
medicine, whereas the FDA cannot.

Krause said she will be watching the 
case to see what happens. 

“You’re gonna see a lot more cases 
like this where there’s an option to 
try to avoid the Dobbs framework 
and try to focus on some other legal 
protection that isn’t just the right to 
abortion,” she said.
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Local contractor fights for gender inclusion

Photo courtesy of Nora El-Khouri Spencer

Content warning: This article 
contains mention of harassment. 

When Nora El-Khouri Spencer 
bought her first home, she started 
t e a c h i n g  h e r s e l f  h o w  t o  d o 
remodels and renovations to avoid 
paying other people to repair her 
previously foreclosed house.

But, she noticed that most of 
the contractors she worked with 
were men.

“I loved the work, but I didn’t 
love that I never saw other women 
doing it,” she said.

Spencer, now the CEO of Hope 
Renovations in Carrboro, came 
to realize that construction and 
contracting was not presented as 
an option for women — and she 
wanted to try to help fill the gap.

Hope Renovations  aims to 
p r o v i d e  w o m e n  a n d  g e n d e r 
minorities who have barriers to 
employment with a viable way to 
provide for themselves and their 
families through construction.

Wo m e n  m a d e  u p  a b o u t  9 
percent  o f  the  workforce  in 
construction in 2017, with the 
total climbing in recent years. But 
the amount of women working in 
the field of construction has been 
steadily increasing in recent years. 

As of 2021, women make up 
11 percent of the construction 
workforce, but most women in 
the field are involved in office and 
administration support.

H o p e  R e n o v a t i o n s  g i v e s 
women and gender minorities the 
opportunity to take part in hands-
on, pre-apprenticeship programs. 

In addition, participants repair 
and renovate the homes of older 
adults and people with disabilities 
in the community to make it easier 
and safer for them to age in place.

Kat  Reach,  the director  of 
construction operations at Hope 
Renovations, had her first formal 
job in commercial building when 
she was an undergraduate student 
in college. 

“I was the only woman on site, 
period — with the exception of 
maybe a designer or two,” she said.

D u r i n g  t h e  t w o  y e a r s  i n 
which she worked as a builder, 
she said that she experienced 
m i c r o a g g r e s s i o n s  a n d  s o m e 
explicit harassment.

Now, being a part of a team 
of mostly female and gender-
expansive people who understand 
and are actively fighting against 
w h at  s h e  w e n t  t h r o u g h  h a s 
lessened the impact of her previous 
negative experiences, she said.

Spencer added that supporting 
non-binary people who want to 
work in construction and have 
l ived experience as women is 
an important aspect of  Hope 
Renovations’ mission.

“We really recognize this has to 
be a program that has to be open 
to women and gender minorities 
because that’s the role that we can 
play — helping them get a foothold 
in an industry where they’ve never 
had a seat at the table,” she said.

The Hope Renovations team 
hopes to support people in their 
community, as well as change the 
industry as a whole, Reach said.

“ W h e n  I  d o  c o m e  a c r o s s 
someone with a very narrow-
minded belief or someone who 
maybe does something offensive, 
be ing  able  to  s tep  back and 
recognize that we’re all victims of 
the culture that has perpetuated 
those beliefs and less frustration 

at the individual in front of me,” 
she said.

A  s i m i l a r  o r g a n i z at i o n  i n 
Charlotte, She Built This City, 
provides educational programming 
for girls as young as 7 years old in 
addition to pre-apprenticeship 
training programs for women.

Marion Pulse,  the resource 
development manager for She Built 
This City, said the organization 
hopes to increase the likelihood 
of young girls choosing to go into 
construction by providing them 
with information about the field 
and other resources.

“Yes, women are breaking into 
what they say are non-traditional 
industries for women, and these 
male-dominated spaces, but some 

By Eliza Benbow
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Nora El-Khouri Spencer 
wants to help women 

find jobs in construction

Twitter: @eliza_benbow

TRANSPORTATION

The Towns of Chapel Hill and 
Carrboro both offer a variety of free 
transportation options, including 
greenways, bike lanes and the Chapel 
Hill Transit bus system. 

Chapel Hill Transit provides fixed-
route and demand-response bus 

services throughout the two towns 
while simultaneously operating longer 
routes within the Triangle area.

In January and February of last 
year, the ETC Institute administered 
a survey to Chapel Hill residents 
and 429 households responded. The 
responses were used to help the Town 
establish budget priorities and refine 
policy decisions. Chapel Hill Transit 
was ranked sixth out of 13 in a poll 
on which initiatives should receive 
the most support from the Town. 

Sixty-eight percent of survey 
respondents reported they were 
“satisfied” or “very satisfied” with 

Chapel Hill Transit continues serving community

DTH/DATA LILIA SU

By Bridget Bendezu
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Survey shows 68 percent 
of respondents were 

satisfied with the service 

Twitter: @bridget_bendezu

industries are just at a slower rate 
than others,” she said.

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n 
companies had a labor shortage 
of 430,000 workers, according to 
a press release from Associated 
Builders and Contractors. One 
of the reasons for this shortage, 
according to Reach, is that high 
schoolers  are  urged to  go to 
college instead of the trades, even 
if they have a natural ability for 
construction and contracting.

By having a more broadened 
group of people interested in the 
trade, there will be less stigma 
about who is well-equipped to go 
into construction, Reach said.

She said she has wondered if 
she would have had less student 

loans if she had seen a path in 
construction at a younger age 
or had less internalized feelings 
about the trades.

“I think in a lot of ways we’re 
s o c i a l i z e d  t o  n o t  h av e  t h a t 
confidence that we can do those 
things,” Reach said.

According to Spencer, bringing 
people who are being excluded into 
construction will not only help 
the industry be more inclusive, it 
will also help open up the general 
public’s perceptions of working in 
the trades.

“There’s so much honor in being 
a person that creates a space for 
people,” she said.

Chapel Hill Transit, according to 
the survey.

Katie  Whitt ington,  a  UNC 
sophomore,  said she is  fairly 
satisfied with the bus system. 
Although, she added that it would 
be more convenient if the buses 
were consistently on time.

“You just kind of have to show 
up around the time it gets there 
and hope,” Whittington said. “I 
live really far away from campus, 
so I take the bus every day. So, it’s 
really nice I can rely on it to always 
come, but it would be nicer if it 
was on time.”

David Kekejian, a postdoctoral 
research associate at UNC, said he is 
satisfied but mentioned the lack of 
nighttime buses. 

“The only reason I would not give it 
‘entirely very satisfied’ is because the 
night buses basically don’t exist — 
what I mean is after 8 p.m., there’s no 
buses,” Kekejian said. “I know there 
are Safe Rides, but that’s very late and 
it’s only for three days a week.”

Emily Powell, the community 
outreach manager of Chapel Hill 
Transit, said having the option 
to use public transportation is a 
cornerstone in many people’s lives. 

“It’s the building block to a really 
successful life for a lot of people to get 
the access to the other things that they 
need to grow and thrive,” Powell said.

Chapel Hill Transit has been fare-
free for over 20 years. Additionally, 
Powell said the department strives 
to serve all neighborhoods equitably 
by ensuring they have enough 
destinations for transit users to get 
to places safely and frequently.

All buses are compliant with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act as 
they have “kneeling” technology, which 
lowers the bus to allow people to board 
without having to climb steps, as well 
as ramps for wheelchair users.

The Town of Chapel Hill also 
provides EZ Rider: a paratransit 
service with an appointment-
b a s e d  s h u t t l e  t h a t  t a k e s 
individuals who can’ t  use the 
s tandard  route  door-to-door 
around Chapel Hill and Carrboro. 

Chapel  Hil l  Transit  is  also 
w o r k i n g  t o  e n s u r e  s i g n a g e 
and documents on board are 
in  mult ip le  languages  so  a l l 
customers are able to use their 
services, according to Powell. 

Po w e l l  s a i d  t h e  To w n ’s 
Transportation and Connectivity 
Advisory Board also represents people 
who have different demographics 
and diverse backgrounds and use the 
system. They use it as a checks and 
balances system to ensure they are 
serving everyone equally. 

“We want them to be able to safely 
walk down to a bus stop and safely 
shelter at a bus stop so we’re making 
sure that our bus routes are well 
connected with greenways and safe 
sidewalks,” Powell said. 

Carrboro Mayor Damon Seils said 
he uses public transit to commute to 
and from work every day.

“Having public transportation 
encourages a way of developing in the 
community that’s more compact and 
has less impact on the environment,” 
Seils said. “By developing in a transit-
oriented way, we develop in a way 
that is more sort of people-centered 
and human scale.”

Before the coronavirus pandemic, 
C hapel  Hi l l  Trans i t  s tar ted 
implementing a short-range transit 
plan to increase the frequency of bus 
service in specific transit-dependent 
areas of the community. The plan 
was disrupted during the pandemic, 
but the plans have since been set in 
motion, Seils said. He added that he 
hopes to gradually implement the full 
plan to make promised improvements. 

Services are still limited due to the 
impacts of the pandemic, and Chapel 
Hill Transit is currently looking to 
recruit more operators.

Operating at full service will 
return when the number of average 
operator absences decreases. 
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New appointee plans 
youth poetry series, 

community education

Chapel Hill’s new poet laureate 
Cortland Gilliam hopes to amplify 
suppressed voices and educate 
young members of the community.

Gilliam’s objectives as poet 
laureate include highlighting the 
voices of marginalized people and 
honoring the local community 
that has supported him through 
his time as a graduate student and 
doctoral candidate at UNC.

“I want to do some kind of 
historical narrative poetry, where 
I’m kind of talking about the history 
of the town, and individuals of the 
town’s history that have had in many 
ways helped make the town for what 
it is, but without receiving any kind 
of credit or recognition,” he said.

Gilliam said some of his major 
inspirations to become a serious 
poet include local artist and activist 
Jerry Wilson, Piedmont Laureate 
Dasan Ahanu and former poet 
laureate of Chapel Hill CJ Suitt. 

Gilliam worked extensively with 
Wilson on a piece titled “Black Out 
Loud,” presented by The Center for 
the Study of the American South. 
This collaborative art exhibition 
and documentary-style short film 
detailed the experiences of Black 
students at UNC, a predominantly 
white institution.

Gilliam is also on the board 
o f  d i r e c t o r s  a t  t h e  Ma r i a n 
Cheek Jackson Center, a non-
profit organization committed 
to preserving historically Black 
neighborhoods in Chapel Hill. 

“I’m accountable to the Black 
community that has supported 
me during my time as a graduate 
student here, that’s brought me 
into spaces and has loved me and 
fueled me and breathed life into 
me,” he said. 

As  an educator,  Gi l l iam is 
eager to engage with the younger 
members  o f  the  community. 
Fostering environments where 
storytelling and poetry are used 
to encourage youth to contribute 
different ideas and showcase their 
talents is also a priority of his. 

In conjunction with Chapel 
Hill Community Arts & Culture, 
Gilliam plans to establish a youth 
poetry series comprising of poetry 
workshops, spoken word open-
mic nights, and other creative 
gatherings for young people.

“Having an opportunity  to 
come share space with peers in a 
non-institutional, non-schooling 
context and express themselves 
and share what’s on their mind, 
share what they care about, what 
they would like to see changed in 
their community,” he said. “I want 
to be able to facilitate that voice 
through poetry.”

Hannah Olson, Chapel Hill 
Public Library’s marketing and 
communications coordinator said 
the library is working with Gilliam 
to facilitate National Poetry Month 

events this April, as well as a local 
poetry list. 

“We’ve discussed at least one big 
public event during Poetry Month, 
which would involve some sort 
of reading from Cortland, having 
the youth or anyone who wants to 
recite a poem that they’ve written 
or is important to them and some 
sort of workshop element,” she said.

M e l i s s a  B a r t o l e t t a ,  t h e 
marketing and communications 

c o o r d i n at o r  f o r  C h a p e l  Hi l l 
C o m m u n i ty  A r t s  &  C u l t u r e , 
said the poet laureate position 
could encompass many different 
operations and varies based on the 
person who fills the seat. 

“It’s dependent on the person 
that comes into the role,” she said. 
“Duties could range anywhere 
from speaking at council meetings 
or other community events could 
be crafting new poetry. It could be 

hosting or leading workshops.”
Since the birth of the position 

in 2019, Bartoletta said the poet 
laureate has brought opportunities 
to the community.

“ T h e  p o e t  l a u r e a t e  i s  a n 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c h a l l e n g e 
perspectives and encourage a new 
way of thinking through a literary 
art form,” she said.

Twitter: @stefanstalkerr

DTH/JEROME IBRAHIM
Cortland Gilliam, Chapel Hill’s new poet laureate, poses in from of George Moses Horton Residence Hall on 
Wednesday, Jan. 18.

ARTS AND CULTURE

Gilliam named Chapel Hill poet laureate

How UNC is celebrating the Year of the Rabbit

DTH/ALISON GRAU
Executive board members of CUNA, the Chinese Undergraduate Student Association, perform at the Chinese New 
Year Banquet in Chapel Hill, N.C. on Saturday, Jan. 28.

The Year of the Rabbit is in 
ful l  swing,  marking a period 
of prosperity and hope for the 
coming weeks and months. 

While many students at UNC 

were away from their families for the 
Chinese New Year, individuals say 
that the University community came 
together to make campus feel like 
home during this special time.

S t u d e n t s  a c r o s s  c a m p u s 
celebrated in a variety of ways to 
ring in the New Year. 

Rebecca Du, a junior international 
s t u d e n t  f r o m  S h a n g h a i  a n d 
the president of the student-
led organization  Friendship 
Association of Chinese Students 

and Scholars, celebrated with her 
friends this year. 

“Lunar New Year is my favorite 
holiday in the whole calendar because 
I just feel like it’s a very noisy holiday,” 
Du said. “Back in China, we kind 
of come together, and our family 
celebrates Lunar New Year for 15 days.”

Aside from the students, UNC 
faculty and members of the greater 
Chapel Hill community were just as 
committed to ringing in the new year. 

Alison Friedman, the executive 

and artistic director for the Carolina 
Performing Arts, spent 20 years of 
her life in China. This year, Friedman 
collaborated with the Chinese-
American Friendship Association of 
North Carolina, who lent Lunar New 
Year lanterns to hang up on Cameron 
Avenue by the Old Well. 

Additionally, Friedman was able to 
invite the Hong Kong Ballet to perform 
at UNC on the weekend leading up to 
the start of the Lunar New Year. Before 
the pandemic, students made up about 
25 percent of CPA audiences; however, 
for the Hong Kong Ballet, 41 percent of 
the audience was students for the first 
night of the performance, she said.

Benjamin Huan, a junior at UNC, 
said Chinese New Year is celebrated 
like any other holiday in his Chinese-
American household. Like most 
Chinese families, Huan was used to 
spending time with his loved ones and 
receiving money from his elders. 

Today, Huan is the president of 
the Chinese Undergraduate Students 
Association. Along with the interesting 
rabbit designs that came with this year’s 
celebration, he was also excited to see 
how the association’s Chinese New 
Year festival would be enhanced by 
combining the talents and audiences 
of both FACSS and CUSA. 

The two student organizations 
celebrated by hosting a Chinese 
New Year festival held last Saturday. 

Yi Zhou, a teaching professor 
of Chinese at UNC and student 
organization advisor for CUSA, said 
that the event worked to create an 
inclusive environment. 

“During a semester, they cannot go 
back to China to celebrate, so we all 
think, well, they must miss their family 
and their parents and their food and 

everything in China,” Zhou said. “So we 
try to provide this kind of home feeling 
for these students.”

Wendy Wu, an international student 
from Beijing and a member of FACSS, 
said she was homesick last year as a 
first-year student. However, this year 
was different, she said.

While the event was centered on 
Chinese New Year, it was open for 
all to participate. Wu said she was 
very pleased with the outcome of the 
event, not only because it brought 
together both Chinese-American and 
international students but also reached 
people from a variety of backgrounds. 

“I like to introduce this festival to 
others because I like to get in touch with 
new cultures, and I think many people 
do too,” Wu said. “I think for Chinese 
students, this is a way to connect us 
together — even if just for one day.” 

Wu said it was not surprising 
that the most popular of all was the 
dumpling and Tangyuan station, which 
highlighted foods eaten during the New 
Year. Wu taught her other international 
friends from different parts of China 
how to make dumplings for Nian Ye 
Fan — Chinese New Year’s Eve dinner 
— in her own time. 

While all students celebrate the New 
Year in their own way, many aren’t with 
family, but Wu said they are surely 
thinking about them. 

“Most of the Chinese students here 
are international students, which 
means we are very far away from our 
families, so Chinese New Year is also 
a way for us to connect back to our 
hometown and to express how we miss 
our hometown and to hear back from 
our family,” she said. 

A look at how students 
and faculty rang in the 

Chinese New Year 
By Annie Ham

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @annie_truluck
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Inside enemy territory: 
A Tar Heel’s Guide to K-Ville

What’s a double-double?

MAD LIB/CHRISTIANA WAYNE

By Alan Chen
Editorial Board Member

DTH/DYLAN THIESSEN
Duke’s “K-ville” outside of Cameron Stadium, photographed on Friday, Jan. 
27, 2022.

What would you do with $40,000?
Forty thousand dollars is life-

changing money. You could buy a car. 
Use it as a down payment for a house.

Or, you could choose to give it to 
wannabe-Yale. Twice a year. 

That’s the choice around 1,600 of 
our neighbors up the Tobacco Road 
make annually. For about $40,000 
a semester, Duke students are given 
the opportunity to wildly inflate 
the cost of goods in Durham with 
daddy’s money, get raucously drunk 
with hedge fund kids and pretend 
they give a rat’s ass about basketball.

Every year, come rivalry season, a 
corner of Duke’s disgustingly pristine, 
faux-collegiate-gothic campus 
undergoes a bit of a makeover. 

Some Duke kids get tired of their 
cushy dorms, so they pack up and 
spend up to a quarter of that semester 
in a tent. And boom – a tradition. 

The messy array of tents hoisted 
on wooden pallets juxtaposes nicely 
with the pastiche stone buildings 
surrounding them. It ’s a nice 
reminder that you can live in a tent 
for extended periods of time without 
being harassed by authorities, as long 
as you’re rich. 

“Tenting” is the process by which 
Duke students acquire tickets to the 
UNC v. Duke basketball game played 
at Cameron Stadium. About eighty lots 
in Krzyzewskiville, the area in front of 
Cameron Stadium, are distributed to 
the top scorers of an exam that tests 
participants on trivia about the Duke 
basketball team. The tenting test 
features some truly obscure questions. 
For example: “What month of what 
year did Kyle Filipowski’s girlfriend’s 
American Red Cross-issued CPR 
certification expire?”

“I studied more for that test 
than any test at Duke,” said an 
exasperated Gabrielle Gitman, a 

first-year at Duke whose group 
was lucky enough to get a spot. 

After a spot is secured, tenting 
can go on for up to eight weeks. The 
first, most intense period of tenting 
requires two people from a 12-person 
group to stay in K-Ville at all times 
during the day and 10 people from 
each group to sleep in their tent every 
night. Tenting then goes through two 
more periods leading up to the game 
that get progressively less strict.

Sleeping in a tent for any extended 
period of time, however, is no small 
feat. Duke students are forced to 
weather the brunt of her 20-degree 
nights and freezing rain. 

How does one cope with living in 
such conditions? Well, based on the 
bottles strewn about between the 
tents, I’d guess the Duke kids were 
doing it the classy way: drinking.

Duke senior Elliot Rosen confirms 
this hunch for me.  “A lot of people 
are usually drinking, just because it 
makes it easier to stand in the cold,” 
he remarks. 

The main enemy in K-Ville doesn’t 
seem to be the cold, or the pervasive 
alcohol consumption or even big, bad 
UNC. No, most of the hatred seemed 
to be directed towards the tent 
monitors. Clad in blue windbreakers, 

the tent monitors will randomly 
blare a siren at any hour of day or 
night and bark at the Duke students 
until every tent is accounted for. 
These maligned bureaucrats exist 
solely to inflict psychological torture 
to the constituents of K-Ville, which 
might explain some of Duke’s post-
game traditions. 

If Duke loses, peace on Earth. If 
Duke wins, you better hope you’re 
not a bench on Duke campus. Bench-
burning seems to be the way Duke 
students vent the abuse heaped upon 
them in the previous weeks. 

Duke senior Michael Wood shares 
a story resulting from UNC’s 2020, 
in which the Kameron Krazies 
almost set the Dean of Students, and 
the bench she was sitting on, ablaze 
with Aristocrat Vodka and gasoline.    

Besides the occasional GTHC, 
everyone seemed relatively cordial and 
eager to watch what is bound to be a 
good game – and a piece of history.

I, however, am not above being petty.
Hubert, Armando, Caleb and the 

rest of you, please: go out there and 
slap some Duke kids around for us. 
And make them take their stupid 
tents with them too. 
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I’ll admit it. I have no clue what a 
double-double is.

I don’t know how many steps 
without dribbling it takes to travel, 
and I have no interest in learning.

Basketball isn’t about three-pointers 
or buckets (well, maybe a little). For me 
— and what I hope is the rest of the Tar 
Heel fanbase — basketball is about one 
thing and one thing only: beating Duke.

My senior year of attending 
Mooresville High School – whose 
mascot was, admittedly, a Blue 
Devil, I chose a blue prom dress that 
too closely resembled that of Duke 
University. Knowing I was Chapel 
Hill bound, I made a promise to 
make that night the last time I ever 
wore that shade of blue.

I avoid kids whose parents are 
the CEO of some multinational 
conglomerate responsible for global 
warming, and I certainly don’t have to 
live in a tent in the middle of winter to 
go to a basketball game. I walk through 
my brick-covered campus, cast with 
Carolina Blue skies, while my Triangle 
counterparts trek across a bleakly gray 
stone landscape with literal gargoyles.

Seriously.
Instead, I rush Franklin St. when 

the Tar Heels inevitably crush Duke 
in basketball games, eat hot dogs at 
Suttons and drink from the Old Well 
on FDOC. I embrace traditions that 

are as fun and lively as the University 
I get to call home.

I could go on for days about the 
ways in which Duke is inferior to 
UNC – ridiculously high tuition, 
disappointing basketball team, 
pretentious and privileged student 
body – but I’ll spare you the time. At 
the end of the day, showing up to the 
Dean Dome is about cheering for my 
favorite shade of blue, surrounded by 
an immensely spirited student body 
I am proud to call my UNC family. 

I don’t have to know what a 
double-double is to know that the 
Tar Heels just do it better.

Happy losing, Blue Devils.

By Caitlyn Yaede
Opinion Editor

Twitter: @caitlyn_yaede

LISTEN TO CAITLYN’S 
OFFICE DJ HERE:
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To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is an 8 — Take advantage 
of favorable conditions for 
domestic improvements. 
Research before purchasing. 
Prioritize practicalities. Patiently 
resolve misunderstandings. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is a 9 — Determine what 
you want to say before blurting 
out something you might regret. 
Take time to absorb recent news. 
You can learn what’s needed.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is a 9 — Complications 
could frustrate your money 
making endeavors. Stick to your 
budget. Don’t rush off in the 
wrong direction. More income is 
possible. Patiently persist. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is an 8 — Despite 
challenges, hunt for hidden 
opportunities and find 
them. Good news affects 
you personally. Don’t issue 
statements until you’re ready to 
launch. Nurture yourself.
  

LEo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is a 7 — Rest and 
recuperate for a while. Wait for 
developments. Make time for 
private contemplation. Revise 
plans and preparations for new 
circumstances. Dream big.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is an 8 — Contribute to 
a common cause. Listen with 
empathy. Respond as needed. 
Teamwork and collaboration 
require diplomacy, tact and 
sensitivity. Lend a helping hand.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is an 8 — Work takes 
priority. Take care of business 
despite delays, breakdowns 
or confusion. Patiently clarify, 
assess and repair as needed. 
Discover unexpected or 
unorthodox solutions.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is a 7 — An exploration 
could take a twist. Study and 
research the situation. Monitor 
conditions carefully before 
setting off. Things may not be as 
they seem.

Sagittarius (NOV. 22-
DEC.21)
Today is a 7 — Avoid 
distractions. Study ways to 
make money. Remain cautious. 
Assess shared financial budgets. 
Discover hidden solutions 
where least expected. Maintain 
patience and humor.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is an 8 — Listen to 
another’s views. Consider 
consequences before reacting 
blindly. Step aside to cool down, 
if necessary. Laughter heals. 
Collaboration requires patience 
and delivers results.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Today is a 7 — Notice what your 
body is telling you. Emotions 
can get stuck, affecting physical 
functions. Nurture health with 
good food and rest. Nature 
recharges you.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 7 — Patiently 
persist. Things may not go 
as planned with a romantic 
or creative collaboration. 

HOROSCOPES If February 1st is 
Your Birthday...

Your creativity and communications flower this year. Develop skills 
with disciplined practice. Make domestic upgrades this winter, before 
springtime muses inspire a creative surge. A professional shift redirects you 
over summer, leading to exciting autumn educational explorations. Write, 
record and share your discoveries.  

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

Across
1 Forget about Battling this Intelligence 
org.
4 Classic Chevrolet model, very dear to 
some car lovers
10 Ukrainian pilot “Ghost of ____”
11 Mercenary person 
15 Wartime partner 
16 One at the scene of the crime 
17 Poe’s “The ____-Tale Heart” 
18 Bills opened at Linda’s 
19 Epochs 
20 American poet Gabbert 
22 Seasonal vaccine type 
23 Accomplish 
26 Org. outside the gov. 
28 Questionable way of feeling 
32 Descriptor of a bass’s mouth 
33 Cry while ripping a book? 
34 Japanese capital from 710 to 784 
35 Spoken for an audience 
36 Psychic’s gift 
37 DiCaprio or Denzel 
38 Young MC’s hit “Bust a ____” 
39 Uses 36-across, say 
40 Mix together, harmonize 
41 Slot in a cash register 
42 Disney Pixar’s “Monsters, ___.” 
43 ‘Fantastic’ mammoths and mastodons 
44 Several in an In. 
46 Many racetracks, shapewise 
48 “Too funny!” 
50 Media impartiality 
51 “You’ve successfully stolen second 
base!” 
55 Rigid disciplinary policy 
57 American skin care brand 
58 Medical diagnostics 
59 Be worth something 
60 Pro wrestler Blake 
61 Organize the chess board?

  

Down
1 Document 
2 On-campus tower type 
3 Harvard or Yale, say 
4 Grammar book: “Woe __ _” 
5 Word after ‘heavy’ and ‘sheet’ 
6 Edition of foundational literature, 
printed in black and white 
7 African soapberry tree’s fruit 
8 It’s more than it seems, according to 
the simple liver 
9 Horace’s “___ Poetica?” 
10 With ‘Kit,’ the perfect bite-sized 
break 
11 Take hold, like a fever 
12 Falcon fledgling 
13 Piastres made and spent in Beirut 
14 Re-sent emails, abbr. 
21 Broke the Ninth, say 
22 On behalf of 
23 Texas Revolution’s Battle of the ___ 
24 Raptor’s claw 
25 Pirate’s hoard 
27 Filled in needs for denim outlets? 
29 Divine weavers in Greek mythos 
30 Up-_____, candid 
31 Units of lawns, say 
33 Many a TikTok devotee 
37 Cain raised his weapon to him 
39 Bro’s feminine alternative 
43 Contrasts to acids 
45 Frenchman’s ‘request’ 
47 Expansive 
48 A pit in the Pit, say 
49 Muchos en un siglo, dice 
50 Word after ‘honey’ and ‘spelling’ 
52 Soothing plant 
53 Basic fighting weapon 
54 Snack on a Meantime muffin, say 
55 Opposite of SbE 
56 Pig’s place
57 Do wrong as humans do 
58 Wintertime lesson 
60 Liquor in a gimlet 
61 Wall-crawling plant 
62 HDMI feature in device controls 

“Gotham’s Villains 

are Going Down”

This week’s crossword was 
created by Liam Furlong. 
Liam is a UNC sophomore 

majoring in comparative liter-
ature and education.

 He is from Wilmington, Del-
aware.

                                Help Wanted                                Help WantedCHILD CARE WANTED

RETAIL REPRESENTATIVE/SALES Shifts: 11:30-6 pm or 5:30-midnight or 1am (weekends). 
Training $60 per shift plus tips.  Orange Co Living Wage certified. Email resume. Kravekava@
gmail.com

MODERN
CONSCIENTIOUS

DENTISTRY

Call or email today to schedule 
your next appointment.

919-682-9707

Dr. Samir J. Naik, DDS

                                Help Wanted                                Help WantedCHILD CARE WANTED

Found your nest yet?
Let us help!

heelshousing.com
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MEN’S TENNIS

A family win. 
That ’s how head coach Sam 

Paul described the North Carolina 
men’s tennis team’s success during 
the ITA Kickoff Weekend. The Tar 
Heels blanked Oklahoma State, 
4-0,  on Saturday and No.  13 
Harvard, 4-1, in the championship 
match on Sunday to secure their 

ticket to the ITA National Team 
Indoor Championships. 

The energy of the team, the crowd, 
the weekend — it all came together to 
put North Carolina one step closer to 
winning its third indoor championship.

On Saturday, the Tar Heels were able 
to quickly dispense of the Cowboys in 
doubles play to gain the first point. The 
singles match proved to be more of a 
challenge, with both Brian Cernoch 
and Ryan Seggerman, playing on the 
No. 1 and 2 courts, respectively, trailing 
at times to their opponents. 

One player  that  remained 
consistent, however, was first-
year Will Jansen, playing at No. 
3. The London native stayed calm 
throughout all four of his matches, 
winning each one to help UNC 
emerge triumphant. He credited 
his steadfast performance to the 
boisterous ambiance at Cone-
Kenfield Tennis Center.

“It’s quite easy to get pumped 
when there are so many people 
watching,” Jansen said. “Last year, 
in some tournaments, there were 
like two people watching — your 
coach and the fitness coach. It’s 
just great to have that amount of 
support and it really fired us up.” 

The left-handed first-year is 
coming off of a successful junior 
career, having had the chance to 
play in high-profile events like the 
Wimbledon and the U.S. Open junior 
tournaments, and it’s clear that he is 
already making his mark on collegiate 
tennis — and on his teammates. 

On Sunday, the team found their 
energy directed at a different player: 
senior Anuj Watane. 

The match against Harvard went 
down to the wire — UNC had gotten 
itself up 3-1, but was struggling to 
close out a final singles victory and 
secure the win. Once again, Cernoch 
and Seggerman had found themselves 
knotted in highly contested matches.

Watane, playing on court five, 
had dropped his first set 1-6. Things 
weren’t look promising.

But feeding off the energy of the 
courts beside him, he clawed his way 
back to win the match 1-6, 6-2, 6-2. 

“I just slowly found my way into 
the match, one point at a time,” 
Watane said. “I just kept fighting, 
kept having faith and then I looked 
over at Cernoch. I think he was down 
5-2 in the first (set) and came back 
to 5-5, so that was giving me a lot of 
inspiration, hope (and) fight.”

His win clinched a North Carolina 
victory, assuring the Tar Heels a 
berth in the indoor championships’ 
Sweet 16. Furthermore, it topped off 
a monumental weekend for the UNC 
men’s tennis program. 

After the win against OSU 
on Saturday, Paul was inducted 
into the North Carolina Tennis 
Foundation Hall of Fame. That 
same morning, his former student, 
Rinky Hijikata, won the Australian 
Open men’s doubles championship. 

“It’s my 40th year of coaching 
college tennis,” Paul said. “I was so 
reflective coming into this weekend, 
and yesterday was such a great day … 
It wasn’t about me — it was beautiful 
(but) it’s never been about me — it’s 
about these guys.” 

Paul confessed he was nervous 
about losing the match prior to the 
induction ceremony. But his fears 
were assuaged, and the Tar Heels 
finished out their perfect weekend 
on a high note. 

“I love everyone on this team,” 
Watane said. “They’re my brothers 
and they’re my best friends… Nobody 
deserves it more than these guys.”

WOMEN’S TENNIS

No. 2 UNC secures 4-0 victory over Charlotte

On Saturday, the No. 2 North 
Carolina women’s tennis team secured 
a spot in the 2023 ITA National Indoor 
Championships after defeating the 
Charlotte 49ers in the Kickoff Weekend 
championship match. 

The duo of first-year Reese 
Brantmeier and senior Elizabeth Scotty 
played a key role in UNC’s 4-0 victory 
over the 49ers. 

The pair combined to help UNC 
secure three out of the four team points. 
In doubles, the two gave the Tar Heels 
an early advantage with a 6-2 win. 

“I was just so happy to be out there,” 
Brantmeier said. “I’m pretty new to 
this and this environment is so much 
different than anything I’ve been in 
before, so I’m just really enjoying it.”

As doubles partners, Scotty and 
Brantmeier’s chemistry is evident, from 
their compatible style on the court to 

the way they cheer for each other’s well-
placed shots.

Playing on court one, the two Tar 
Heels got off to a slow start against 
Charlotte’s No. 21-ranked pair of 
senior Margaux Maquet and senior 
Lucia Quiterio, dropping the first 
game. However, head coach Brian 
Kalbas said once the team got used 
to their opponent’s aggressive serves, 
Scotty and Brantmeier were able to 
make purposeful returns.

After making this adjustment, the 
duo won the next six out of seven 
games to put UNC one step closer to 
winning the team doubles point.

“The more comfortable Scotty 
and I get playing together the better 
we’re playing,” Brantmeier said. “I just 
started playing these, so (I’m) getting 
adjusted to it.” 

Scotty said the two dominate 
when they both move up to the net 
to volley because they can clog the 
middle of the court and put the ball 
away exactly where they want. 

“(Brantmeier) is incredible,” she 
said. “She’s all over the net, (has) 
huge serves and big returns.”

Immediately after graduate student 
Abbey Forbes and junior Reilly Tran 

clinched the doubles point for UNC, 
the team split off to start their singles 
matches. Scotty said winning the 
doubles matches sets you up to succeed 
in singles, so it is incredibly important. 

“It’s just a confidence booster, 
especially when we’re playing clinch,” 
she said. “It’s a race. Let’s get out there. 
Let’s get the wins on.”

Both Scotty and Brantmeier were 
successful in their singles match-ups, 
clinching two additional team points. 

Last week, Brantmeier earned ACC 
Freshman of the Week and has yet 
to drop a singles set this season. She 
continued her dominating performance 
in Saturday’s singles match against 
Maquet, where she won 6-3, 6-1.

“(Maquet) was a very solid player, 
and I think right from the start she was 
committed to getting a lot of balls and 
making me work for it,” she said. “I just 
really found my rhythm.”

Scotty defeated Charlotte senior 
Kaavya Sawhney, 6-0, in the first set 
but faced a tougher battle in the second 
set. The score stayed within one or two 
game points for the first nine games. 
At that point, the score was 5-4, and 
Scotty increased her aggressive play 
style to force Sawhney to make costly 

mistakes. The UNC senior walked off 
the court with a 6-4 second set victory.

“(Scotty is) playing with a sense 
of belief and toughness,” Kalbas 
said. “She has an aggressive game, 
and I think she’s imposing her 
game on her opponents.”

UNC has won the Kickoff Weekend 
title every year that Scotty has 

competed, but this is Brantmeier’s 
first. And for Kalbas, he said UNC has 
qualified for the indoor championships 
every year since he started coaching. 

No matter how many times North 
Carolina clinches the weekend’s title, 
Kalbas said it “never gets old.”

Win secures Tar Heels’ 
spot in the ITA National 
Indoor Championships

By Caroline Wills
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @carolinewills03

DTH/TAYLOR NOCK
UNC graduate Ryan Seggerman and first-year Will Jansen celebrate at the 
Cone-Kenfield Tennis Center on Sunday, January 29.

UNC defeats Harvard 
and Oklahoma State, 

advancing to nationals
By Gwen Peace

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @PeaceGwen

DTH/HOLLY TURNER
Senior Elizabeth Scotty and first-year Reese Brantmeier prepare to return a 
shot during a win against Maryland on Friday, Jan. 27, at the Cone-Kenfield 
Tennis Center.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

McPherson returns to play in road win against Clemson

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNC ATHLETICS
Redshirt first-year guard Kayla 
McPherson (14) dribbles the ball at 
Littlejohn Coliseum against Clemson 
University on Jan. 29. UNC won 69-58. 

Before Sunday afternoon, first-year 
guard Kayla McPherson hadn’t played 
in a game for 800 days. A high school 
knee injury kept her sidelined last 
season, and a separate injury kept her 
out for the beginning of this season. 

The Tar Heels’ 69-58 road win 
against Clemson marked the end of 
what head coach Courtney Banghart 
described as a “long road for this kid.” 

Against the Tigers, McPherson finally 
made her collegiate debut.

“I’ve become really close with 
Kayla,” first-year guard Paulina Paris 
said. “Seeing her every day on the 
court with the same attitude, I mean, 
I’m so proud of her.” 

McPherson’s debut showed flashes 
of why she was a highly touted recruit. 
Late in the first quarter, McPherson hit a 
contested layup attempt, drawing a foul. 

She then knocked down a free 
throw attempt to register her first 
points as a Tar Heel. 

“I haven’t played a game of basketball 
in 800 days, so of course, there were 
jitters,” McPherson said. “But I’ve been 
practicing with the team for two years 
now, it was kind of an easy go-ahead.”   

While McPherson’s scoring dipped 
after making the 3-pointer, she found 
other ways to impact the game. 

In the fourth quarter, McPherson 
slipped a pass to junior forward Anya 
Poole for an easy bucket. She recorded 
two steals and two defensive rebounds 
and consistently used her speed to be 
one of the first back on defense. 

“She’s  just  really dynamic,” 
Banghart said. “I’ ll never forget 
the day she committed to us; I 
knew what I was getting.” 

With redshirt senior guard 
Eva Hodgson currently sidelined, 
McPherson’s addition to the rotation is 
a huge boost, as the Tar Heels still rank 
fourth despite having won each of their 
last seven ACC matchups. 

McPherson’s shot creating and 
playmaking ability may be what the 
bench needs, as the unit contributed 
single-digit points in six of the team’s 
nine ACC games before her debut. 

While it’s easy to only think about 
what McPherson’s addition to the 
rotation could bring, her coaches and 
teammates are just happy that she’s 
back on the court. 

“I just told my guys in the locker 
room that I won’t quickly forget how 
much they celebrated her genuinely 
when her name was called,” Banghart 
said. “She’s done a lot to be where she is, 
so I’m really glad that she’s fully a part 
of our group again.”   

Tar Heels impress at ITA Kickoff Weekend

First-year scores her first 
points as a Tar Heel after 

returning from injury
By Cooper Metts

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dthsports
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Get to know North Carolina’s ‘Biscuit Boys’
BACKUPS

DTH FILE/KENNEDY COX
UNC junior guard Creighton Lebo (25) defends the ball from his opponents 
during the exhibition game against JCSU at the Dean Smith Center on 
Friday, Oct. 28, 2022. UNC beat JCSU 101-40.

By Cooper Metts
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

These unsung bench 
heroes round out UNC’s 

18-man roster 

Twitter: @dthsports

ANALYSIS

A deep dive into Bacot’s stellar senior season

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER
UNC senior forward Armando Bacot (5) exits the court after setting a school 
record for career double-doubles during a basketball game against N.C. 
State on Saturday, Jan. 21, 2023, in the Dean E. Smith Center. 

By Emory Lyda
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

UNC’s star big man has 
commanded the highest 
usage rate in his career

Twitter: @emorylyda41

Three key stats that define UNC’s season so far
MEN’S BASKETBALL

See how the Tar Heels 
got to 15-6 near the 

season’s midway point 
By Daniel Wei

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @danielhwei

Senior center Armando Bacot 
didn’t need to set records for his 
impact on the North Carolina men’s 
basketball team to be obvious, but 
breaking them certainly helps to 
show just how productive he has 
been throughout his career 

Against N.C. State on Jan. 21, 
Bacot set new marks in UNC’s 
record book for  both career 
rebounds and double-doubles. 
The former was held by Tyler 
Hansbrough, who played 142 career 
games in his illustrious career for 
the Tar Heels, yet Bacot broke his 
record in just 119 outings. The 
double-double record was formerly 
held by Billy Cunningham, who held 
the record for over 57 years before 
Bacot re-established a new mark. 

“He’s a fantastic player. He’s 
one of the best players in Carolina 
history,” head coach Hubert Davis 

said after Bacot’s record-breaking 
performance against the Wolfpack.

Beyond the scope of UNC’s 
program, there is a strong argument 
for Bacot being the best rebounding 
big in the country since arriving 
at Chapel Hill. He has 61 double-
doubles in his career, which is nine 
more than any other active player.

His 22 games with 15 or more 
rebounds rank third nationally 
since the start of the 2019-20 
season, behind only Kentucky’s 
Oscar Tshiebwe and Texas Tech’s 
Fardaws Aimaq. Additionally, 
Bacot’s 23-rebound game against 
James Madison earlier in the season 
marked his sixth-career game with 
20 or more rebounds, which is tied 
for second-most among all players 
dating back to 2010.

“Being able to get rebounds 
leads to fouls and second-chance 
opportunities, and that’s just one 
of the things that I pride myself 
on,” Bacot said after an 18-rebound 
performance against N.C. State.

This season, Bacot has been 
tasked with keeping UNC afloat 
both on the glass and offensively 
despite having injuries limiting 
him for substantial parts of the 

season. A shoulder injury limited 
his effectiveness in the early portion 
of the schedule and even forced 
Bacot to miss the team’s road loss 
to Virginia Tech. After a strong start 
to conference play, he went down 
with an ankle injury just one minute 
into the game against Virginia and 
missed the final 39 minutes.

Bacot has played heavy minutes 
even through those injuries, logging 
30 minutes or more in all but three 
games since missing the Virginia 
Tech game, with one of those games 
being the Virginia contest where he 
played only one minute.

What’s more, his minutes have 
been consistently effective. He’s 
put up 20 or more points in nine of 
his last 10 games where he played 
30 minutes. He ranks in the top 
10 in the ACC in box plus-minus, 
has maintained a true shooting 
percentage of over 60 percent 
despite commanding the highest 
usage percentage in his career, and 
he’s even put up 13 assists in his 
last five full games.

“He’s just a force every night 
down there in the paint,” junior 
guard RJ Davis added after the 
N.C. State win.

With the Tar Heels still outside 
of the top 25 in the AP poll and two 
and a half games back in the ACC 
standings, there is still work to be 
done in the remaining 9 games of the 
regular season and beyond.

One of  the  only  accolades 
missing from Bacot’s resume is a 

national championship win, and 
that will only come if Bacot can 
continue the superb play that 
has already gotten him multiple 
records and placed him squarely in 
the race for ACC Player of the Year.

Over the years, many great players 
have left their marks on the storied 
UNC-Duke men’s basketball rivalry. 

In next Saturday’s tilt, obvious 
candidates to etch their names 
amongst the other greats of the 
rivalry include UNC junior guard 
Caleb Love, UNC senior center 
Armando Bacot, Duke first-year 
center Kyle Filipowski and Duke 
junior guard Jeremy Roach.

While the following group of 
players may not make the same 
impact against the Blue Devils, they 

nevertheless demand attention from 
Tar Heel fans. Meet the “Biscuit Boys.”

These folk heroes of UNC hoops 
are tasked with one very important 
job — to get UNC fans 2-for-1 
Bojangles sausage biscuits whenever 
the Tar Heels score 100 points at 
home. While the Biscuit Boys won’t 
get that opportunity in this matchup 
at Cameron Indoor Stadium, they 
will be undoubtedly be drawing eyes 
on Saturday with their over-the-top 
bench celebrations.

Jackson Watkins

Senior guard Watkins has scored 
just four points during his time with 
the Tar Heels, but each one of those 
points were critical to pushing UNC 
over the century mark.

Last season, his one free throw 
in a 100-80 victory against N.C. 
State gave UNC fans their coveted 
biscuit deal and firmly put his name 
amongst the “Biscuit Boy” greats. 
Earlier this season against the 
Citadel, he did it again with a last-
second 3-pointer in a 100-67 victory.

Watkins is one of three players in 
the current “Biscuit Boy” lineup who 
made the team after playing a season 
of junior varsity basketball. While he 
likely won’t see the floor against the 

Blue Devils, he’s shown he can make 
plays when it counts.

Creighton Lebo

As a 6-foot-1-inch junior guard, 
Lebo is the leading scorer among 
the current “Biscuit Boys,” with 
eight career points. He had extensive 
postseason experience in high 
school, as he took Greenfield, Coby 
White’s alma mater, to the North 
Carolina Independent Schools 1-A 
state championship game in 2019. 

Lebo’s  name may be more 
recognizable thanks to his father, Jeff 
Lebo, a veteran coach who played 
shooting guard for the Tar Heels from 
1985 to 1989 and currently serves as 
an assistant under Hubert Davis.

Beau Maye

Junior big man Beau Maye is 
another current “Biscuit Boy” from 
a family with a rich history in UNC 
athletics. His younger brother, Drake 
Maye, is a standout quarterback on 
the football team, while his older 
brother Luke played a critical role 
on UNC basketball’s 2017 national 
championship team. Patriarch Mark 
Maye was a starting quarterback for 
UNC in 1986 and 1987.

Beau Maye has yet to score in his 
first season on the team, but he made 
his first career appearance with the 
Tar Heels earlier in the season in a 
victory against the Citadel.

Duwe Farris

Farris worked his way onto the Tar 
Heels’ roster his sophomore season 
after playing on the JV team in his 
first year. As a 6-foot-7-inch, 210-
pound forward, Farris provides some 
size to an otherwise small “Biscuit 
Boys” lineup. 

He’s also the latest in a long line 
of Farris family members who’ve 
played for the Tar Heels, as his great-
grandfather, grandfather and father 
all played sports at UNC.

Rob Landry

Similarly to Farris, Landry also 
worked his way onto the Tar Heels’ 
roster after playing for the JV team as a 
first-year. Landry had a decorated high 
school basketball career at Greensboro 
Day and led the Bengals to the North 
Carolina Independent Schools 3-A 
state championship in 2017.

In a game defined by numbers, 
three in particular have stood out for 
the North Carolina men’s basketball 
team this season. Here is a look at 
several stats that have defined UNC’s 
15-6 start to the year.

12.52 bench points per game - 
ranked 340th nationally

The Tar Heels have been known to 
rely heavily on their starters, but so rar 
this season, there has been a significant 
drop-off in impact when head coach 
Hubert Davis turns to his bench.

Behind an experienced group 
of starters, the next six leading 
scorers — Puff Johnson, D’Marco 
Dunn, Seth Trimble, Tyler Nickel, 
Jalen Washington and Dontrez 
Styles — have far fewer minutes 
under their belts.

It’s no secret that the Tar Heels 
still rely on heavy minutes from their 
stars. UNC is the only team in the 
ACC with three scorers ranked in 
the conference’s top 10 — RJ Davis, 
Caleb Love and Armando Bacot. 
Pete Nance has also been a reliable 
option, as he’s currently averaging 
nearly 11 points per game.

It’s been a while since the bench 
has truly made an impact. In early 
December, first-years Trimble and 
Nickel combined for 14 points at 
Virginia Tech. But since then, 
any sign of that composure and 
confidence has vanished in the 
secondary unit.

18.4 free throws made per game - 
ranked No. 3 nationally

In his time at the helm of the 
North Carolina program, Hubert 
Davis has pushed his players to 
attack the basket rather than settling 
for outside shots. 

This year, the team has gotten 
to the line consistently, as almost 
a quarter of UNC’s points this year 
have come at the charity stripe. The 
Tar Heels rank third nationally in 
free throws made and sixth in free 
throws attempted per game. 

Along with being the team’s 
leading scorer, Bacot leads UNC in 
trips to the line and has converted 
on 97 of his 144 attempts. Davis, 
while not logging as many attempts 
as Bacot, leads the conference in 
free-throw percentage with an 88 
percent clip. Should North Carolina 
find itself slightly ahead of Duke in 

a late-game scenario, the Tar Heels 
will have confidence in their ability 
to ice the game away when the Blue 
Devils start fouling.

10 second-half points per game for 
Caleb Love

Similar to last year’s postseason 
run, Love has been known for 
his late-game production in his 
junior season. 

T he  high-volume scorer  i s 
averaging 6.1 first-half points per 
game, as opposed to 10 second-
half points per game. So far, he’s 
had four games with 15 or more 
second-half points.

T h e  Ta r  He e l s  c a n  o f t e n 
credit their offense’s successes 
— or shortcomings — to Love’s 
inconsistency.

Love ranks third amongst all 
ACC players in minutes played and 

has taken almost 25 percent of the 
team’s shots, despite the fact that he’s 
had nine games in which he’s shot 20 
percent or worse from downtown.

Love’s second-half explosions 
played a large role in the Tar 
Heels advancing to the national 
title game, and his late dagger 
over Mark Williams ultimately 
sent the Blue Devils home in the 
Final Four.

Caleb Love currently commands 
the second-highest usage rate 
on the team, trailing only star 
big man Armando Bacot in the 
category. But if the game against 
Duke comes down to the wire on 
Saturday, Love could be tasked 
with carrying the offensive load 
down the stretch to try and lead 
the Tar Heels to victory.  
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