
That team last year, we will not lose to them again.
PAITYN WIRTH 
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PERFECTION
North Carolina defeats Northwestern to win record 10th NCAA title

DTH/JEROME IBRAHIM

STORRS, Conn. — Despite her 
best efforts, head coach Karen 
Shelton couldn’ t  reign in her 
team’s excitement following their 
national championship win. 

Finally, she broke.
“I love you guys but we’ve got 

to shake their hands,” she said, 
before being lifted into the air by 
her boisterous team.

The scene couldn’t have been more 
different from the last time UNC 
matched up against Northwestern.

In 2021, North Carolina faced 
the Wildcats in a 2-0 loss in 
Iowa City, Iowa, a loss that UNC 
senior  for ward Paityn Wirth 
described as “heartbreaking.” The 
game knocked the Tar Heels out 
in the first round of the NCAA 
Tournament — disrupting a streak 
of three straight national titles.

On Sunday, Wirth made sure 
that UNC wouldn’t face that same 
heartbreak again. 

After Northwestern got on the 
board with two minutes remaining 
off of a penalty corner shot from fifth-
year senior Bente Baekers, Wirth raced 
down the field and found Erin Matson 
less than 40 seconds later. Matson 
punched in the late goal to earn UNC’s 
10th national title with a score of 2-1.

“(Wirth got the ball) on cage 
I was just lucky enough to get a 
touch on it to catch the goalie a 
little off-balance,” Matson said. 
“Nothing flashy about it. All it 
says on the scoreboard is 2-1. 
That’s all that matters.”

D e s p i t e  t h e  Ta r  H e e l s 
d o m i n a t i n g  p o s s e s s i o n  a n d 
putting nine shots on goal to 
Northwestern’s one, the game 
ultimately came down to the wire. 

The Wildcats earned their first 
corner of the game with just over 
two minutes remaining — and 
Baekers made the most of this 
late opportunity for the self-
proclaimed “Cardiac ‘Cats.” The 
fif th-year stepped forward to 
deliver a searing shot, smacking 
the ball into the back left corner of 
the goal and past UNC sophomore 
goalkeeper Abigail Taylor.

“Their corner execution was 
brilliant,” Shelton said. “We knew 
that was coming and it was a really 
hard corner to stop.”

Despite the late-game push, the 
Tar Heels were ready. Upon seeing 
Baekers’ shot go in, Wirth turned 
immediately to Matson. 

“I said, ‘We are not losing this. 
We are not losing this game,’” Wirth 
said. “And (Matson) was like, ‘Hell 
no, we’re not.’”

With just over a minute and a 
half remaining, senior back Romea 
Riccardo stripped the ball away 
from Baekers in the backfield. 
Seconds later, she delivered an 
aerial pass to ignite what would 
become the game-winning play.

Wirth admits that she partially 
“ b l a c ke d  o u t  f o r  a  m i n u t e ,” 
but quickly tuned in when she 
r e c e i v e d  t h e  p a s s .  R u n n i n g 
through her mind was “corner, 
corner, corner,” she said, as she 
could feel the clock ticking down.

Crossing over to the left, Wirth 
passed the ball through the legs 
o f  No r t hw e s t e r n’s  f i f t h - y e a r 
player Kayla Blas. After juking 
her defender, she put a ball on 
the goal, hoping Matson would 
be there. 

“I did not see her tip,” Wirth 
said. “But I heard it hit the back of 
the cage and was like, ‘Let’s go!’” 

While this late goal may seem 
like a lucky break, the Tar Heels 
credit  i t  to  their  composure. 
Huddling as a team after the tying 
goal, UNC first-year Ryleigh Heck 
remembered seeing the confident 
looks on her teammates’ faces. 
S e n i o r  m i d f i e l d e r  Me r e d i t h 
Sholder said that after practicing 
late-game situations throughout 
the season, the team wasn’t scared.

“When Northwestern scored 
that goal we brought it in,” she 
said. “I think that’s what is the 
moving point in our season this 
year is that no one got frustrated 
with each other. Everyone knew 
that we supported each other and 
we were going to do what it took 
to fight for each other, and that’s 
exactly what we did.”

U N C ’s  f i n i s h  o n  S u n d a y 
showed the exact opposite of the 
“complacency” Shelton blames for 
the team’s early exit last year. 

This season, as the NCAA team 
trophies were being lined up in 
anticipation of the game’s end, the 
Tar Heels took the championship 
into their own hands.

“I  told you before that the 
team last year that we lost to, 
Northwestern, we would not lose 
to them again,” Wirth said. “And 
my word stands by that.”

Tar Heels avenge last 
year’s loss to Wildcats 

with 2-1 win
By Shelby Swanson
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

BY THE NUMBERS
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5
Undefeated 
seasons in UNC 
field hockey’s  
program history

UNC senior forward Erin Matson (1), hits 
the ball at the National Championship 
game against No. 3 Northwestern on 
Sunday, Nov. 20, 2022. 

DTH/ JEROME IBRAHIM
UNC field hockey team celebrates 
their National Championship win 
against No. 3 Northwestern on 
Sunday, Nov. 20, 2022. 

“I love you guys, but 
we have to shake their 
hands.”
Karen Shelton
Head coach, before being lifted by players 
after the win

Twitter: @shelbymswanson

DTH/JEROME IBRAHIM
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ANALYSIS

‘Tunnel’ play pushes UNC to victory

DTH/JEROME IBRAHIM

UNC first-year forward Ryleigh Heck (12) shoots the ball during the NCAA 
Field Hockey Championship game against Northwestern in Storrs, Conn. on 
Sunday, Nov. 20, 2022. 

STORRS, Conn.— The North 
Carolina penalty corner has been 
a work in progress.

UNC has only scored on 20 
of its 145 penalty corners this 
season. The Tar Heels rank first in 
the nation in scoring average and 
scoring margin, but their penalty 
corner production isn’t even in the 
top 20.

On Sunday, in the NCAA title 
game, the Tar Heels got a penalty 
corner when they needed it most 
thanks to their trick play “tunnel”.

Two minutes into the second 
quarter,  senior  for ward Erin 
Matson drew a penalty corner on 
the right side of the cage. As per 
usual, first-year midfielder Ashley 
Sessa jogged to the baseline to set 
up the Tar Heels’ second penalty 
corner in two minutes. 

Sessa pushed it in to senior 
back Romea Riccardo. Riccardo 
had the stick-stop and passed 
i t  t o  f i r s t - y e a r  b a c k  S i e t s ke 
Brüning. Brüning, with first-year 
forward Ryleigh Heck waiting on 
the penalty stroke marker, sent 
it  down the middle, and Heck 
deflected the ball high into the 
goal. This gave the Tar Heels a 
1-0 lead that set the momentum 
for most of the matchup.

“ M e  a n d  S i e t s k e  h a v e  a 
connection on corners,”  Heck 
said. “Practice makes it better 
in games, and it was successful 
today. Thank God.”

The “tunnel”  play was first 
seen in North Carolina’s ACC 
Championship semifinal game 
against Syracuse and then was 
put on display two days later in 
the ACC Championship against 
Virginia. It helped UNC earn an 

Penalty corners gave 
Tar Heels an early edge 

against the Wildcats

DTH/JEROME IBRAHAM
UNC senior forward Erin Matson (1) hits the ball during the NCAA Field Hockey Championship game against 
Northwestern in Storrs, Conn. on Sunday, Nov. 20, 2022.

It’s hard to cover Erin Matson.
Her reverse shots and eyes-in-

the-back-of-her-head vision have 
proved nearly unstoppable for 
five years now. Matson has accrued 
five consecutive ACC Offensive 
Player of the Year accolades and 
four NCAA titles. As of Sunday, 
she’s scored the game-winning 
goal  in her last  two national 
championship games.

As a beat writer for the UNC 
this season, I sympathize with the 
struggles of field hockey defenses 
across the nation.

I, too, can’t cover Erin Matson. 
I ’ v e  s o u g h t  o u t  c o u n t l e s s 

colleagues for advice on accurately 
portraying a player of her caliber, 
but to no avail. As the ACC’s all-
time career leader in goals and 
points, there’s very little you can 
write about Matson that isn’ t 
redundant. The accolades and 
record-breaking performances 
speak for themselves.

Time after time, I had an article 
about the Tar Heels’ defense or 
a breakout performance from 
a bench player typed up on my 
laptop. Then, Matson scores a hat 
trick (she’s had 13 in her career), 
and I have to shift my focus to 
yet another one of her stunning 
offensive displays.

Possibly the most difficult part 
of my job is getting Matson to brag 
about herself. She simply won’t do 
it. Matson consistently attributes 
her success to her team. She says 

the UNC coaching staff takes care of 
the “little things” so the awards “take 
care of themselves.” 

This season, I covered several record-
breaking performances by Matson. 

Each time, I was reluctant to 
ask her about her most recent feat 
because I knew the answer would 
be the same — she didn’t care. She 
doesn’t look at that stuff.

This laser focus on her program’s 
success could be seen following 

her team’s 5-2 win in the NCAA 
Semifinals. Sitting in the Karen 
Shelton Stadium theater room, 
Matson barely batted an eye when 
she was informed she had moved 
to third place in all-time Division 
I career goals.

She told me she “didn’t know 
that was a thing” before offering 
up a sarcastic “Woohoo!”

“I’m happy with what I’ve done 
and everything,” Matson said. 

“We’re not finished yet. So I’m 
just going to keep doing what I’m 
doing. So is the rest of the team, 
and that record is awesome and 
great, but unless we’re holding 
the trophy at the end of the year, 
I don’t think any of us will be 
satisfied. So we’ll see.”

S e a t e d  b e s i d e  t h e  N C A A 
media room following the NCAA 
Championship, Matson seemed a 
bit more relaxed. 

BEHIND THE SCENES

Twitter: @shelbymswanson

By Shelby Swanson
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

Column: Covering Erin Matson, the G.O.A.T.

By Jarrett Kidd
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @j_kidd03

Posed holding the NCAA trophy 
with a cigar in her mouth, she 
recreated Michael Jordan’s iconic 
photo with the Chicago Bulls. 
Instead of a three, though, she 
held up a four.

Still, even as Matson cemented 
herself  in histor y in Friday ’s 
semifinal as the all-time leading 
scorer in NCAA Tournament play, 
many online trolls have tried to 
discredit her dominance. They 
say that all of her athletic success 
for UNC is due to her extra year 
of COVID eligibility. There are 
Twitter replies and Instagram 
comments full of doubters who 
wish to put an asterisk beside 
Matson’s many records. 

When asked about  this  on 
Nov. 4 after securing her fifth 
ACC C hampionship ,  Matson 
acknowledged that “she doesn’t get 
too wrapped up in it,” but she finds 
the remarks “comical.”

“You see tweets and stuff like 
that, and you see people clapping 
back like, ‘Oh yea, it’s only because 
of the COVID rule,’ ” she said. 
“Well, ok fine, we have four years 
now of people who can do it. Let’s 
see how many people can do it, 
because it’s still rare.”

After struggling to cover Matson 
all season long, Sunday’s national 
championship and Matson’s Most 
Outstanding Player performance 
in her last NCAA tournament 
make one thing easier than ever to 
write: she’s the greatest of all time.

No asterisk needed.

ACC Championship earlier this 
month, and it helped the team get 
out to an early lead in the NCAA 
Championship on Sunday. 

“Everybody keys in on Erin, so 
we draw one runner to Erin, and we 
pass to Sietske, who finds Ryleigh,” 
Shelton said. “It’s a set piece, and 
there’s different ways to do it.”

O n  Fr i d a y,  t h e  Ta r  He e l s 
went  0-5  on penalty  corners 
a g a i n s t  Pe n n  S t a t e  i n  t h e i r 
NCAA Tournament  semifinal 
matchup. In their final showing 
of the season, UNC went back 
to what has had proven success 
throughout the postseason — 
the “tunnel” play. While North 
Carolina’s versatility on penalty 
corner plays remains a constant 
threat, the play’s success in the 
postseason is astounding.

“ We  p r a c t i c e  a l l  k i n d s  o f 
o p t i o n s ,”  h e a d  c o a c h  K a r e n 
Shelton said. “It’s well-executed 
(tunnel) .  Ryleigh’s  got a nice 
knack for  touching the  bal l . 
Sietske has a very consistent 
delivery with her sweep.”

Northwestern tied the NCAA 
C h a m p i o n s h i p  l a t e r  w i t h  a 
success fu l  penal ty  corner  o f 
their own. This late Wildcat goal 
would’ve given them the lead if not 
for “tunnel”. 

T h e  Ta r  He e l s  h av e  b e e n 
dominant all season, and there 
have been numerous penalty 
corners  run throughout each 
game. With the Sietske-to-Heck 
connection only beginning in the 
ACC Championship, it seems as 
if Shelton had this specific play 
up her sleeve for North Carolina’s 
important upcoming games.

Even though “tunnel” wasn’t 
used until the last handful of 
games in the season, it came in 
clutch during times of need. It 
propelled the Tar Heels through 
the  ACC C hampionship  and 
played a huge role in their National 
Championship victory. With Heck 
and Brüning both returning next 
season, the play is sure to make a 
return to the Tar Heels’ playbook.

T r i c k i n g  o p p o n e n t s  i s 
something that North Carolina 
was forced to do against  the 
heavyweight contenders in the 
NCAA Tournament, and it was 
executed perfectly once again in 
the National Championship.

“I’m proud of our kids,” Shelton 
s a i d .  T h e y  ( N o r t h w e s t e r n ) 
executed one and so did we. It’s 
the way we draw it up.”

DTH/JEROME IBRAHIM
UNC first-year midfielder Ashley Sessa (3) shoots the ball during the 
NCAA Field Hockey Championship game against Northwestern on 
Sunday, Nov. 20, 2022.  
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Versatile offense shines against Penn State

STORRS, Conn. — The Tar Heels 
finally got what they were looking for 
in the third quarter.

W i t h  u n d e r  f i v e  m i n u t e s 
remaining before the final period, 
senior forward Paityn Wirth sent a 
pass down the sideline to Jasmina 
Smolenaars. Smolenaars turned and 
sent the ball into the shooting circle. 
Just seconds later, senior forward 
Erin Matson converted on a rebound 
shot to deliver North Carolina its 
second goal of the game.

“It was a really good ball,” head 
coach Karen Shelton said of Wirth’s 
pass. “It was tightroped on the line.”

It was a pedestrian play. UNC is 
known for pummeling the sidelines. 
But this simple pass brought great 
satisfaction to Shelton after a 
frustrating opening quarter that saw 
little success in attacking the flanks.  

In the defensive onslaught that was 
UNC’s NCAA Tournament semifinal 
game against No. 6 Penn State, the 
Tar Heels had to adjust their offensive 
attack early in the eventual 3-0 win. 
Due to the Nittany Lion’s “low sticks,” 
UNC had to think outside of the box  
— incorporating “3D skills” (lifting 
the ball over a defender’s stick) and 
an ever-adjusting attack.  

B y  m a k i n g  t h e s e  q u i c k 
adjustments,  North Carol ina 
overcame its first quarter struggles to 
put together an impressive offensive 
performance in the remainder of the 
game. When it was all said and done, 
the Tar Heels scored three goals in 
a shutout against a Penn State that 
came into the matchup allowing an 
average of just 1.05 goals per game. 

The first quarter proved to be 
unsuccessful for both teams, with 
UNC not being able to capitalize on 
its four shots and Penn State failing 
to convert on its two attempts. North 

Carolina pressed the ball down into 
the corner multiple times, but each 
offensive possession was met by an 
intense Nittany Lion defense.

Several times throughout that 
first period, the Tar Heels tried to 
draw penalty corners by driving 
into the crease from the baseline, 
but came up short on their three 
penalty corner attempts. Early on, 
Penn State used double-teams to 
its advantage, swarming offensive 
threats such as Matson and first-year 
forward Ryleigh Heck.

“We were getting the ball in the 
circle a little bit and not coming away 
with any outcomes,” Shelton said.

The Tar Heels’ offense found the 
kick-start it needed in the second 
quarter. North Carolina began to 
send the ball to the middle of the 
field instead of going straight to the 
corners, which resulted in the first 
goal of the game scored by Matson. 
Junior  back  Ciana  Riccardo 

received the ball at the top of the 
crease and found Matson, who 
snuck the ball around the goalie 
and into the back of the cage. 

“ T h e  f o r w a r d  l i n e  d o e s  a 
good job connecting with our 
midfielders and our defenders,” 
Matson said. “We’ve been working 
on it all year, making good leads.” 

This goal was not typical for 
North Carolina. UNC doesn’t often 
send the ball down the crease from 
the middle of the field. The tactic 
surprised Penn State and continued 
to work for the Tar Heels for the 
remainder of the game. 

“We really prefer to attack to the 
sides,” Shelton said. “Go down the 
sideline and attack the side-door. 
There is a lot of strength down the 
middle, and if you turn it over in 
the middle it is risky.”

UNC executed this strategy once 
again on its third goal, as Matson 
sent a pass through the crease to Twitter: @j_kidd03 — Guillermo Molero 

By Jarrett Kidd
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

With mid-game 
adjustments, Tar Heels 
shut out Nittany Lions

Matson has proven herself to be the 
best field hockey player in UNC history.
In 2021, the ACC Network named 
her as one of the top female athletes 
in conference history. She is the only 
player in league history to be named 
ACC Offensive Player of the Year for 
five consecutive years across any sport.

Matson finds herself sitting atop 
the UNC career goals list with 137, by 
a margin of more than 50 goals. She 
became the all-time leader in points 
and goals in NCAA Tournament play 
during Friday’s win against Penn State. 
With 1:19 left in the championship 
game against Northwestern, Matson 
proved pivotal by scoring the game-
winning goal,  earning her the Most 
Outstanding Player award.

Seniors pivotal in championship run
TEAM SPOTLIGHT

ERIN MATSON

DTH/JEROME IBRAHIM
UNC senior forward Erin Matson (1) motions 

to a teammate during the NCAA Field Hockey 

Championship game against Northwestern 

in Storrs, Conn. on Sunday, Nov. 20, 2022.

Sholder has been a versatile weapon 
for the Tar Heels over her five years 
playing in Chapel Hill. She was named 
the 2022 ACC Defensive Player of the 
Year and ACC Tournament MVP and 
was a first-team All-ACC selection.

Except during her redshirt year, 
Sholder played in every game in her 
six years at UNC and was a critical 
presence in the Tar Heel defense. 
Head coach Karen Shelton commonly 
calls her UNC’s “unsung hero.”

Sholder, a member of the U.S. 
National Team, was responsible 
for 14 goals at UNC. Sholder’s 
athleticism was crucial to her team’s 
success over her 5 years in Chapel 
Hill. She was also a three-time All-
ACC Academic Team selection.

MEREDITH SHOLDER
Riccardo has been a back line 

powerhouse for the Tar Heels during 
her time in Chapel Hill. She tallied 
22 assists and one goal across 81 
games, of which Riccardo started 78.

Riccardo’s assists often came at 
clutch moments, too. She assisted in 
the second quarter of UNC’s NCAA 
Quarterfinal game against Saint 
Joseph’s this season. She scored the 
first goal of her UNC career in a win 
against Duke in 2020. 

During the 2020-2021 season, her 
0.50 assists per game tied the ACC lead. 
She became one of the team’s leading 
stick-stoppers and a leader in assists 
during three years at UNC. Riccardo 
has announced she will use her extra 
year of eligibility to return next season.

ROMEA RICCARDO
Orobono started in every game 

during her career at North Carolina 
as an essential center back for UNC. 
She accounted for two goals and 15 
assists on the field, and tied her for 
second on the team in assists. 

Her stick stop prior to Matson’s 
game-winning goal in the 2021 
ACC Championship demonstrated 
versatility to create offensive and 
defensive plays.  Orobono was 
named to the All-ACC Tournament 
Team during her first year. 

Orobono has proved herself to be 
an essential part of UNC’s roster over 
four years and was named to the U.S. 
National Team in 2021. Orobono has 
another year of eligibility but hasn’t 
announced whether she will return.

MADISON OROBONO
As a Penn State transfer, Wirth 

became a huge asset during her 
three years of play for the Tar Heels. 
In the national championship 
game, she assisted Erin Matson on 
the game-winning goal.

Throughout her UNC career, 
Wirth scored 13 times and racked 
up 21 assists. She was responsible 
for a huge goal in the 48th minute of 
UNC’s NCAA Semifinal game against 
Penn State that secured the Tar Heels’ 
spot in the National Championship. 
She was also named to the 2021-2022 
U.S. National Team.

 Wirth has an extra year of 
eligibility but hasn’t announced 
whether or not she will return.

PAITYN WIRTH

DTH/JEROME IBRAHIM
UNC senior forward Paityn Wirth (10) drives the ball during the NCAA Field Hockey Championship game against 
Penn State in Storrs, Conn. on Friday, Nov. 18, 2022. UNC beat Penn State 3-0.

Wirth. Wirth snuck the ball around 
the goalie and made the score 3-0 in 
favor of the Tar Heels. 

With the victory, North Carolina 
demonstrated its ability to counter 
inconveniences and adapt in do-or-die 
scenarios. It’s not unusual to see Matson 
score or assist on every UNC goal, but 
the team incorporated players from all 
over the field into its offense on Friday.

The assist by Ciana Riccardo 
on Matson’s first goal is a prime 
example of that versatility. This is 
Ciana Riccardo’s second assist of the 
season despite playing every game 
thus far. While her contributions 
may not always be apparent on the 
statistics sheet, she is integral to the 
Tar Heels’ overall success.

“We have threats all over the field, 
which is important,” Matson said. 
“It’s not like you can mark one player 
and shut the team down.”

Wins along 
the way

— Jarrett Kidd

Before claiming the national 
championship in Storrs, Conn., this 
weekend, the UNC field hockey team 
went undefeated for their entire season 
and earned an automatic bid to the 
NCAA Tournament. 

The Tar Heels won all of their regular 
season games — eight at Karen Shelton 
Stadium and seven on the road — and 
both games in the ACC Championship. 

Here are some of the toughest 
hurdles they faced on their road to 
the title: 

The ACC-Big 10 challenge saw 
North Carolina facing then-No. 3 
Michigan to open the regular season 
on Aug. 26. First-year Ashley Sessa 
scored a hat trick on six shots on goal in 
a dominant 5-1 win in Winston-Salem. 

UNC carried that momentum 
into its next game against then-No. 
5 Iowa. The Hawkeyes led 2-0 at 
the half, but goals from sophomore 
Lisa Slinkert and first-year Sietske 
Brüning helped the Tar Heels force 
overtime. Senior Erin Matson 
needed only four minutes to put 
away the game-winning goal. 

The Tar Heels saw another top-15 
matchup on Sept. 23 against Wake 
Forest. A masterful defense saw UNC 
record its fifth consecutive shutout. A 
second-half brace from Matson helped 
carry the team to its eighth victory.

The field hockey team closed the 
regular season away against Duke on 
Oct. 29. The Tar Heels’ defense held 
Duke to four shots as they coasted to 
the ACC regular season title. 

After a semifinal win against 
Syracuse, UNC clinched the ACC 
Championship title in Durham with a 
3-2 win against Virginia on Nov. 4. A 
late-game goal from Virginia’s Laura 
Janssen wasn’t enough to keep Karen 
Shelton from lifting her 24th ACC 
Championship trophy — and the Tar 
Heels’ fifth straight. 

North Carolina’s offense put up five 
goals over the first and second rounds 
of the NCAA Tournament. Their 
dominant wins helped the Tar Heels 
clinch their 26th Final Four appearance, 
where they went on to claim their 10th 

DTH/JEROME IBRAHIM
UNC senior forward Meredith Sholder (2) 

hits the ball during the NCAA Field Hockey 

Championship game against Northwestern in 

Storrs, Conn. on Sunday, Nov. 20, 2022.

DTH/JEROME IBRAHIM
UNC senior back Romea Riccardo (11) shoots 

the ball during the NCAA Field Hockey 

Championship game against Northwestern in 

Storrs, Conn. on Sunday, Nov. 20, 2022.

DTH FILE/ANNIE LE BARON
UNC senior back Madison Orobono (5) blocks 

an opponent during a field hockey game 

against Appalachian State on Sunday, Aug. 

14, 2022.

DTH/JEROME IBRAHIM
UNC senior forward Paityn Wirth (10) celebrates 

the victory against Northwestern during the 

NCAA Field Hockey Championship game in 

Storrs, Conn. on Sunday, Nov. 20, 2022.
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TAR HEELS 
TRIUMPHANT

Photo story by Jerome Ibrahim

The North Carolina field hockey team went on a dominant run in the 2022 NCAA 
Tournament to clinch the program’s 10th national championship. 

After arriving in Storrs, Conn., UNC faced off against Penn State in the semifinal. 
The result was never in doubt, as senior Erin Matson scored a goal in the 22nd minute, 
giving the Tar Heels a lead they would not relinquish. A second goal from Matson in 
the third quarter and a dagger from Paityn Wirth secured their 3-0 win.

The championship game saw North Carolina pitted against Northwestern in the 
tournament for the second time in two years. This time, the Tar Heels were able to 
avenge last year’s first-round loss against the Wildcats. After a goal from Northwestern’s 
Bente Baekers with two minutes left to play, Matson was able to put a goal  of her own 
away in the dying moments to win the title game 2-1. 
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