
Voting is not only our right — it is our power.
LOUNG UNG

TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER 8, 2022 VOLUME 130, ISSUE  28

ELECTION
GUIDE

20
22

Polling places will be open for registered voters from 
6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Any voter in line at their assigned 

polling place at 7:30 p.m. will be able to vote. 

Any voter who qualifies for assistance may ask for help at 
their polling place or request curbside voting.

Voters without access to cars or other forms of personal 
transportation have resources available to them 

for traveling to the polls.

MAP OF VOTING LOCATIONS | PAGE 2

FULL BREAKDOWN OF CANDIDATES AND ISSUES | PAGE 4

TRAVEL OPTIONS | PAGE 6
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TO THE POLLS

Find your local polling place here

DTH DATA VISUALIZATION/KENAN BAUER
Some of the polling places in Orange County are plotted above. Scan the QR code to find the address for your precinct on our interactive map online.

Scan to find the address 
of your polling place

Here are the addresses 
to some of the

precincts in the area

Listed below are the addresses to 
some Orange County precincts and 
polling locations from which voters 
can cast their ballot on Election Day. 

Be sure to use the North Carolina 
State Board of Election’s online 
Election Day Polling Place Tool to find 
out which precinct you must vote in if 
you are voting in-person on Tuesday.

UNC Stone Center
150 South Rd., Chapel Hill, NC 
27514

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
300 E Rosemary St., Chapel Hill, 
NC 27514

First Baptist Church
106 N Roberson St., Chapel Hill, 
NC 27516

OWASA Administration Building
400 Jones Ferry Rd., Carrboro, NC 
27510

Carrboro Town Hall
108 Bim St. Carrboro, NC 27510
Note: This is not the Town Hall 
itself, but a building nearby at the 
listed address.

Carrboro Elementary School
400 Shelton St., Carrboro, NC 27510

Frank Porter Graham Elementary 
School
101 Smith Level Rd., Chapel Hill,  
NC 27516

UNC Finley Golf Course Clubhouse
500 Finley Golf Course Rd., Chapel 
Hill, NC 27514

Chapel Hill Public Library
100 Library Dr., Chapel Hill, NC 27514



A history of gerrymandering in North Carolina 
The state will use 

newly-drawn maps from 
February in 2022

By Tori Newby
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

DTH PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/PHILLIP LE
DTH Photo Illustration. A side by side comparison of North Carolina’s gerrymandered map from 2020 and the map for the 
2022 election.

The midterm elections in North 
Carolina will use brand-new district 
maps that were created in February 
after the N.C. Supreme Court 
deemed the previously-drawn maps 
were gerrymandered.

The N.C. General Assembly 
redraws district lines every 10 
years  when the  U.S .  Census 
releases new population data. 
Based on how the population 
changes over the decade, district 
lines are redrawn for N.C. House, 
N.C. Senate and U.S. House maps.

However, the General Assembly 
has recently  been accused of 
drawing the lines to benefit one 
party  in elect ions,  other wise 
known as gerrymandering.

Bob Phillips,  the executive 
director for Common Cause North 
Carolina, said both Democratic and 
Republican-majority legislatures 
in North Carolina have been 
found to have gerrymandered to 
favor their party. Most recently, 
the gerrymandered districts have 
favored Republicans.

Gerrymandering is generally 
conducted in two ways: cracking 
or packing. Cracking splits up a 
population across multiple voting 
districts to dilute the power of voters, 
while packing condenses voters into 
districts to limit their influence.

While the governor does not 
have the power to veto district 
maps in North Carolina, they can 
be reviewed by the courts.

Decades of gerrymandering

The history of gerrymandering 
in  North Carol ina goes  back 
several years.

In 1991, the Department of 
Justice rejected the state’s newly-

drawn congressional map and 
requested there  be  a  second 
majority-minority district.

I n  r e s p o n s e ,  t h e  s t a t e 
reconfigured the newly-established 
12th Congressional District the 
next year, which thinly stretched 
160 miles across the state.

U.S. Supreme Court case Shaw 
v. Reno resulted after the 12th and 
1st Districts were challenged for 
gerrymandering and ruled racial 
gerrymandering unconstitutional 
in some cases. 

The court said that the district 
grouped together Black voters 
and that the state’s first district, 
stretching from Elizabeth City to 
Durham, was also problematic.

The state redrew its districts in 
1997 and they were rechallenged 
in court, leading the N.C. General 
Assembly to redraw the districts a 
second time. 

“It ’s certainly always been a 
very polit ical  process,”  Gerry 
Cohen, an adjunct instructor of 
public policy at Duke University 
a n d  Wa k e  C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f 
Elections member, said. “Whether 
it’s Democrats or Republicans in 
charge of the General Assembly, 
the plans have generally benefited 
the party in power.”

The districts went before the U.S. 
Supreme Court five times for review, 
including in Cooper v. Harris in 2017. 

The Cooper v. Harris decision 
upheld a U.S. District Court ruling 
that the 1st and 12th Congressional 
districts were unconstitutionally 
racially gerrymandered.

In the N.C. Supreme Court 
case Harper v. Hall, the case’s 
plaintiffs argued that maps drawn 
based on the 2020 census were 
gerrymandered to benefit white 
voters and Republicans. 

The state supreme court pushed 
back the 2022 primaries to allow 
for a decision in the case and to 
allow the maps to be redrawn.

The plaintiffs requested the court 
block the use of the maps in 2022 
because they said majority-Black 
communities were split up to make 

Black voters the minority in many 
districts, limiting their voting power. 

The plaintiffs argued that, because 
Black voters are often affiliated 
with the Democratic Party, racial 
gerrymandering coincided with 
partisan gerrymandering.

“We are a purple state, and the 
projections had both legislative 
chambers and the congressional maps 
being skewed heavily to the party 
drawing them out,” Phillips said.

The court ruled 4-3 along party 
lines in February that the maps 
demonstrated intentional partisan 
bias but not racial bias and ordered 
that the new maps be used for the 
2022 election. They include more 
Democratic-leaning districts and 
more competitive districts, but not 
all critics are satisfied by them.

Marques Thompson, a lead 
regional  managing organizer 
in eastern North Carolina for 
Democracy NC, said all voters 
— not just those of a particular 

party — suffer when voting in 
gerrymandered districts.

“The courts have done a great 
service to North Carolina by making 
sure that they rejected a map that was 
gerrymandered,” Thompson said.

Future steps 

In August of  this year,  the 
N.C.  Supreme Court ruled in 
NAACP v. Moore that the racially 
gerrymandered legislature does 
not have the power to propose 
amendments to the North Carolina 
constitution.

Phillips said gerrymandering 
inhibits trust in the election process.

“In the last decade, 2010 to 
2020, every single legislative 
and congressional election was 
ultimately drawn on districts that 
were found to be unconstitutional,” 
P h i l l i p s  s a i d .  “A n d  p e o p l e 
understand, or begin to know that, 
and certainly that erodes the trust.”

After the Harper v. Hall ruling, 
N.C. House Speaker Tim Moore, 
(R-Cleveland) requested the U.S. 
Supreme Court order the N.C. 
Supreme Court to take up the case 
for review.

Oral arguments will be heard on 
Dec. 7 in the case, which has been 
titled Moore v. Harper.

T h e  c o u r t ’ s  r u l i n g  w i l l 
determine if state courts have the 
constitutional power to review 
congressional maps and therefore 
regulate elections.

In this election, there are two 
seats on the state Supreme Court 
on the ballot. There is potential to 
flip the majority from Democrat to 
Republican if a Republican wins 
one of the seats. 

“ T he  s tate  Supreme Cour t 
election, with two seats up, it 
could have a very large impact in 
all these cases,” Cohen said.

Twitter: @torinewbyy

Officials work to keep Orange County polls secure

Consensus says voter 
fraud is highly unlikely 

to impact results

By Olivia Gschwind
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

In Orange County,  election 
o ff i c ia l s  are  respons ib le  for 
ensuring efficient, fair, convenient 
and accurate elections. 

Some rhetoric surrounding the 
security of elections has since sparked 
an increased number of concerned 
citizens, especially regarding the 
fairness and accuracy of the vote.

Conversations about election 
security have been at the forefront 
of national political conversation 
following the 2020 presidential 
election, when former President 
Donald Trump,  among other 
Republican leaders, called into 
question the accuracy of its results. 

One of  the most  prevalent 
election concerns is the possibility 
of voter fraud. 

Jamie Cox, chairperson of the 
Orange County Board of Elections, 
said he has served on the board in 
various capacities since 2011. 

 “Throughout that entire time, I 
have not observed or been aware of a 
single instance of voter fraud,” he said. 

Research  compi led  by  the 
Brennan Center  for  Just ice , 
a nonpartisan law and policy 
organization, provided data and 
case studies showing that voter 
fraud is vanishingly rare. 

In most  cases,  bal lots  that 
could  be  seen  as  f raudulent 
can be explained by clerical or 
typographical errors, according 
to the Brennan Center’s report. 
Instances of legitimate voter fraud 
only constituted statewide fraud 
rates of well below 0.01 percent 
per the report.

The report also includes a case 
study showing that voter fraud 
issues like people knowingly casting 
invalid votes or ineligible ballots 
could not have been resolved by 
requiring photo ID at the polls.

Cox said the process by which 
voters cast ballots is low-tech. 
Votes are marked on paper ballots 
which are then put through a 
tabulator — an optical scanner not 
connected to the internet.

 “I will tell you that when I joined 
the board back in 2011, I had my 
own sort of healthy skepticism 
about whether the technology 
flicked votes and all that kind of 
thing,” Cox said. “Being involved 
in the board for even a short while 
— all of those concerns were put 
to rest simply because we have a 
paper trail.”

Cox added that all election results 
are monitored in an open meeting.

“ ( A  p a p e r  t r a i l )  i s  r e a l l y 
important because our county Twitter: @OliviaGschwind

boards of elections keep every 
piece of paper, and that to me is 
one of the best ways to maintain 
some integrity,” Kathy Arab, a 
Republican election judge at St. 
John precinct in Carrboro, said.

Arab said a paper trail allows an 
opportunity for a real investigation 
if such an analysis is warranted.

Instances of minor election 
errors can occur, but paper trails 
and safeguards in place make 
it difficult for any substantial 
election sabotage to occur in 
Orange County. 

Susan Pearce, a former head 
judge and Chapel Hill resident, 
said she feels a growing erosion of 
the public’s trust surrounding how 
elections are conducted.

“There are certainly forces out 
there that are hell-bent on calling 
into question the integrity of right 
acting, right thinking,” Pearce 
said. “I don’t mean ‘right’ in the 
political sense, but people who 
are honestly trying to make things 
work properly.”

The Electronic Registration 
Information Center is a non-profit 
membership organization with 
the objective of increasing voter 
registration and improving the 
accuracy of voter rolls. 

Their software was designed to 
cross-check data between member 
states and voter rolls to ensure that 
the same people are not registered 
in multiple states. 

Arab said the Republican Party 
in particular has rejected ERIC 

due to doubts about the software’s 
ability to clean its voter rolls.

The U.S. Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure Security Agency 
recently published a page entitled 
“Election Security Rumor vs. 
Real i ty ”  on  i t s  webs i te  that 
disproves common misconceptions 
the public may have developed 
about elections since 2020. 

One of the assertions the CISA 
makes is that voter list registration 
protects against those who try 
to illegally vote on behalf of the 
deceased. The page noted that 
there is an extensive testing process 
through federal, state and local 
election authorities. 

“I take all this very personally, 
and I assume most people are like 
me, but we want to do the best, 
safest, most helpful job we can,” 
Pearce said. “This is important. It’s 
important that it’s done right. And 
that’s what we all aim to achieve.”

Cox said that if a fraudulent 
b a l l o t  w e r e  t o  b e  c a s t ,  t h e 
occurrence is  so  rare  that  i t 
w o u l d n ’ t  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  o f 
s i fnig icant ly  inf luencing the 
outcome of an election. 

“(The Orange County Board 
of Elections does) a superb job 
of training and addressing all 
workers’ questions, addressing 
Election Day issues,” Pearce said. 
“Absolutely, I have confidence in 
the process.”

REDISTRICTING

ELECTION ADMINISTRATION

DTH/CLAIRE JESSEN
Multiple vested election officials patrol and control the crowds at the 
Herbert C. Young Community Center voting site on November 3, 2022.
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US SENATE RACE

TED BUDD

Economy: Proponent of Trump’s tax 
plan; supports limited government and free 
enterprise; against “wasteful spending” by 
the federal government

Criminal Justice: More resources and 
training for law enforcement; wrote the 
Community Policing Act and No Tolerance 
for Rioters Act; proposed redirecting over 
$90 million to Capitol Police; voted against 
the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act

Guns:  Is  original  cosponsor of  the 
Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act; against 
infringement on the right to bear arms and 
the right to carry across state lines

Climate: Believes Green New Deal is part 
of “costly socialist agenda;” supports “all of the 
above” energy strategy; supports most affordable 
fuel and energy options for Americans

Abortion: “Conscience-driven advocate for 
the unborn;” supports the Hyde Amendment; 
advocates for defunding Planned Parenthood; 
voted for the Pain-Capable Unborn Child 
Protection Act

Immigration: For increasing criminal 
penalties for undocumented individuals; 
supports funding to finish a wall along the 
Southern border; supports Justice for Victims 
of Sanctuary Cities Act

Education: Homeschools his children; 
believes in school choice and “empowering 
parents in education;” wrote Preserve 
American History Act, which would “teach 
the greatness and exceptionalism of the 
United States in our schools”

Health care: Believes that Obamacare 
failed Americans

Voting access: Voted against certifying 
the results of 2020 election; believes debate 
about the election was “healthy;” wants to 
make it “easy to vote, hard to cheat”

M a r i j u a n a  L e g a l i z a t i o n :  A g a i n s t 
legalization; believes legalizing marijuana 
would send a bad message to young people

CHERI BEASLEY

Economy: Aims to increase availability of 
affordable housing; platform includes resources 
and programs to alleviate homelessness. 

Criminal Justice: Acknowledges racial 
bias within system; does not support 
defunding the police

Guns: For universal background checks; 
wants  to  prevent  domest ic  v io lence 
perpetrators from obtaining firearms; believes 
in preventing the sale of combat-style weapons 
to civilians

Climate: For universal  background 
checks; wants to prevent domestic violence 
perpetrators from obtaining firearms; believes 
in preventing the sale of combat-style weapons 
to civilians

Abortion: Supports repealing the Hyde 
Amendment; wants to codify Roe v. Wade; is 
endorsed by Planned Parenthood

Immigration: For expanding pathways to 
citizenship for undocumented immigrants 
and protecting DACA 

Education: Believes in providing universal 
Pre-K; wants to increase Title I funding and 
expand access to community college 

Health care: Supports expanding the 
Affordable Care Act

Vo t i n g  a c c e s s :  B e l i e v e s  t h e  2 0 2 0 
election was free and fair; wants to protect 
right to vote and make it easier to do so

M a r i j u a n a  L e g a l i z a t i o n :  S u p p o r t s 
legalizing marijuana to end discrimination 
in the courts

4th CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT 

VALERIE FOUSHEE

Economy: For increasing the minimum 
wage; put forward a progressive tax strucutre; 
for the Inflation Reduction Act 

Criminal Justice: For abolishing cash bail; 
for marijuana decriminalization; against 
for-profit prisons and hopes to shift focus 
focus on rehibilitation; supports felony 
reenfranchisement 

Guns: For preserving 2nd Amendment 
rights, but with ensured gun background 
checks and legislation that demands guns are 
stored safely 

Climate: Supports producing clean domestic 
energy and clean manufacturing; for reducing 
carbon emmissions, investing in solar and wind 
and passing the Green New Deal 

Abortion: For codifying Roe v. Wade
Immigration: Believes in creating a pathway 

to citizenship; advocates for a humane 
approach to border control

 Education: In favor of cancelling existing 
student debt; hopes to advocate for debt-
free college 

Health care: Supports Medicare for All system
Voting access: Sponsored legislation to 

automatically register eligible individuals to vote 
and to make Election Day in North Carolina a 
public holiday; hopes to limit gerrymandering 

Marijuana Legalization: For marijuana 
decriminalization

COURTNEY GEELS

Economy: Against big government; for 
balancing the federal budget

Criminal Justice: In support of law 
enforcement; against the Crime Bill of 1994; 
for felony re-enfranchisement

Guns: Does not want to limit the power of 
the 2nd Amendment 

Climate: For taxing carbon emissions; believes 
in driving the market towards green energy 

Abortion: Believes Roe v. Wade should have 
never been decided, and that abortion should 
be up to the states 

Immigration: For border control, and 
law and order-oriented immigration policy; 
supports DACA for those that came here 
legally or as children 

Education: Believes in a school choice system 
based on vouchers to parents; against “the 
teaching of (Critical Race Theory) and Queer/
Gender Theory” 

Health care: Wants to implement a cap on 
drug prices, transparency in hospital prices, 
tax deductions for all non-reimbursable health 
care costs 

Voting access: Questioned results of 2020 
election, supports voter ID requirement

Marijuana Legalization: Supportive of 
minor reform, but opposed to legalization

NC SENATE DISTRICT 23

GRAIG  MEYER

Economy: For increasing the minimum 
wage in N.C., more progressive taxation and 
making it easier to develop affordable, multi-
family housing 

Criminal Justice: For decriminalizing 
marajuana to incarcerate fewer people, expanding 
drug treatment courts and veteran courts 

Guns: Has rallied against gun violence at a 
UNC protest. 

Climate: Goal of zero carbon emissions by 
2050; for advancing all areas of the energy sector 

Abortion: More supportive policies to allow 
access to abortion across the board  

Education: Former public school social 
worker; wants to fully fund public schools; has 
introduced legislation to provide students in 
low-performing schools an extended school year 
to catch up; one of Gov. Cooper’s appointees to 
the Southern Regional Education Board 

Health care: Wants to expand Medicaid; 
supports reducing barriers to affordable 
healthcare in rural areas 

Voting access: Believes North Carolina is 
the “poster child” for disenfranchisement; 
criticized Republican gerrymandering and 
efforts to implement voter ID 

Marijuana Legalization: For marijuana 
decriminalization and utilizing the tax revenue 
from this industry to combat the War on Drugs

LANDON WOODS

Economy: For reducing taxes 
Criminal Justice: Criminal justice reform 

with fighting human trafficking as a top priority 
Guns: Those at risk of using a gun on 

themselves or other should be arrested before 
they have a change to purchase a gun 

Climate: Supports expanding green industries 
Abortion: For banning abortion, with 

few exceptions 
Voting access: Questioned results of 2020 

election, supports voter ID requirement

NC HOUSE DISTRICT 50
CHARLES LOPEZ

Economy: For job development strategies like 
private-public partnership programs; proposes 
investing in students to help them get jobs 

Guns: Does not support gun regulation as 
a means to address crime; supports targeting 
mental health as a way to reduce gun violence 

Abortion: Anti-abortion candidate; 
endorsed by NC Right to Life 

Education: Supports parent-led school 
choice; former school administrator 

Voting access: Questioned results of 2020 
presidential election and 2016 Democratic 
presidential primary; wants to implement 
voter ID; supports strengthening “oversight 
of our election system”

RENÉE PRICE

Economy: For expansion of subsidies, 
increasing the minimum wage and more 
affordable housing

Criminal Justice: For abolishing cash bail; 
suggests providing training for police to 
address mental health crises on the scene 

Guns: For increasing background checks, 
prohibit assault weapons from being 
“readily available” 

Climate: Supports investing in renewable 
energy, and education initiatives about 
climate change 

Abortion: In support of abortion access and 
reproductive rights 

Education: Supports findings of Leandro 
case; believes students should receive a 
“sound basic education;” wants to eliminate 
achievement gaps and address disparities 

Health care: Believes “healthcare and 
human services should be a basic human right”

Voting access: Wants to protect voting 
rights and “make sure every vote is counted”

Marijuana Legalization: For marijuana 
decriminalization

NC SUPREME COURT
TREY ALLEN

Marine Corps veteran; clerked for Paul 
Newby; faculty at UNC School of Law from 
2013-2022; currently General Counsel for the 
NC Administrative Office of the Courts

RICHARD DIETZ

Former partner at Kilpatrick Townsend & 
Stockton; served as a law clerk for two federal 
judges; joined the Court of Appeals in 2014, won 
reelection in 2016

SAM  ERVIN IV

Harvard Law grad; served on the Court of 
Appeals from 2009 to 2015; elected to N.C 
Supreme Court in 2014

LUCY INMAN

Former reporter for Raleigh Times and 
News & Observer; clerk for NC Supreme Court 
Chief Justice; practiced law in Raleigh for 18 
years; appointed to Superior Court by Gov. 
Perdue, won seat on Court of Appeals in 2014

NC COURT OF APPEALS
MICHAEL STADING

Served as District Court Judge; currently 
serves as Judge Advocate General in U.S. 
Air Force

CAROLYN THOMPSON

Former District Court judge and Superior 
Court judge, over 25 years of legal and judicial 
experience; currently an ordained minister

JOHN MARSH TYSON

Previously served on Court of Appeals 
from 2001-09

DARREN JACKSON

Practiced law in Zebulon, N.C.; served 7 terms 
in N.C. House, two as minority leader; appointed 
to Court of Appeals by Gov. Cooper in 2020

Editor’s Note: The Daily Tar Heel looked 
at key isssues and topics in the midterm 
elections. Not all candidates highlighted every 
issue in their platforms.

Voting FAQs
When can I vote?
You can vote from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
on Election Day. If you’re in line by 7:30, 
you’re allowed to vote. You must vote at your 
assigned polling location on Election Day. 

Where can I vote?
You can use the QR code or map on page 
2 to find your polling place. Every voter is 
assigned a polling place when they register, 
and you can only vote at that location on 
Election Day.

How long does it take to vote?
It varies throughout the day. According 
to the N.C. State Board of Elections, the 
busiest times are in the morning and just 
before the polls close. Without a line, it can 
be a very quick process.

Do I need to bring anything to the polls?
You don’t need to bring anything special to 
the polls. Voter ID is not required in N.C.

How long will these candidates be in office 
if they win?
For the U.S. Senate race, the winning 
candidate will be in office for six years, and 
their seat will be up for election in 2028. 
For every other race, their seat will be up for 
election again in 2024.

What are the stakes?
The U.S. Senate is tied 50-50, with 
Democrats technically holding an 
advantage, as Vice President Kamala 
Harris is the tie-breaking vote. The U.S. 
House is also held by Democrats by a slim 
margin — 220-212, with three vacancies. 

The N.C. General Assembly is just three 
seats away in the House and two seats 
away in the Senate from a supermajority, 
meaning it could override a veto from 
Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper.

Do any of the races have incumbents?
None of the contested legislative races on 
your ballot this year will have an incumbent 
running. Sen. Richard Burr (R-N.C.) is 
retiring from his U.S. Senate seat, leaving 
it open, and Rep. David Price (D-N.C. 
4th) is also retiring after several decades 
in the seat. The current state legislators 
for Orange County — Valerie Foushee and 
Graig Meyer — are running for other seats.
For judicial races, Sam Ervin IV is an 
incumbent for the N.C. Supreme Court. 
Darren Jackson, John Marsh Tyson and 

Donna Stroud are all incumbents for the 
N.C. Court of Appeals.

If I’m told I am unable to vote but believe I 
have registered properly, what can I do? 
You have the ability to cast a provisional 
ballot, which will be held until your voter 
eligibility has been verified by the Board of 
Elections. Orange County recommends you 
notify the precinct official or contact the 
Elections Office about the situation before 
leaving the precinct. 

Can another person bring my absentee 
ballot if I’m not in town? 
Absentee ballots can be mailed or 
returned in-person on election day by 
the voter, a near-relative of the voter or a 
verifiable legal guardian. 

And Emmy Martin 
City & State Editor

city@dailytarheel.com

By Ethan E. Horton 
Assistant City & State Editor

An overview of where candidates on your ballot stand on key issues this Election Day

Twitter: @emmymrtin 
@ethanehorton1 
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VOTER OUTREACH

Groups seek to increase rural turnout
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Over  the  pas t  f e w weeks , 
canvassers  with Down Home 
North Carolina have knocked on 
11,000 rural doors in Ashe and 
Watauga counties to give residents 
information about polling locations, 
early voting and candidates.

“This is probably the first time 
anyone has done that for many of 
these doors,” Dolly Reaves, a field 
organizer for Down Home N.C. in 
Ashe County, said.

Reaves said they are helping 
c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  f i n d 
p o w e r  i n  n u m b e r s  t o  r a l l y 
around community issues that 
are important to them, such as 
housing, healthcare and other 
common issues within the state. 

“ T here’s  a  lot  of  power  in 
bringing those folks to the table,” 
she said.

Over 75 of North Carolina’s 
100 counties are rural, and rural 
voters make up the second-highest 
segment of the state’s electorate after 
suburban voters — with 2.2 million 
registered to vote as of 2020.

Nonetheless, rural voices are 
being excluded from conversations, 
Reaves said.

As a result, rural voters don’t 
get the opportunity to be truly 
represented in government and 
are often not as politically engaged, 
even in local elections, she said.

“The most important part of this 
is we’re excluding folks from not 
even having that healthy political 
discourse,” Reaves said.

According to a 2021 report 
by EQV Analytics, there is an 
average of 0.7 Democrats for every 
Republican in rural areas with a 
white majority. In rural areas 
where residents are majority of 

people of color, there are almost 
four registered Democrats for 
every one registered Republican.

Of 2.2 million registered rural 
voters, 2 million are from rural 
areas with a white majority, and 
about 200,000 are from rural areas 
with a majority of people of color.

Jason Dunkin, a canvassing lead 
with Down Home N.C. in Granville 
County, said many of the people he 
has met in his canvassing feel they 
are not affected by what is going on 
in their local government.

“It’s been a breath of fresh air to 
actually knock on these doors and 
get people actually educated on 
what’s going on,” he said. “Because 
a lot of these people do not know.”

A s  a  p e r s o n  o f  c o l o r  a n d 
someone who lives in a rural 
community, he said that he believes 
that individuals from marginalized 
groups are the main population 
and voices of these areas. 

“We have to be the ones that 
the attention’s shifted on, that the 
attention’s focused on, because 
we’re the people that’s in those 
areas,” Dunkin said.

D u r i n g  e l e c t i o n  y e a r s , 
local members in each of  the 

o r g a n i z a t i o n ’s  e i g h t  c o u n t y 
c h a p t e r s  m a k e  n o n p a r t i s a n 
endorsements for candidates in 
local and statewide elections. 

A working group researches 
candidates to determine who would 
support working-class community 
members the best, bringing its 
findings to the chapter’s members, 
who then vote on endorsements. 

Leah Bouchard, the director of 
research and data management 
at the NC Rural Center, said that 
rural  communities have been 
made out to be a homogenous 
group, which has led to a lower 
voter engagement.

A l t h o u g h  t h e  m a j o r i ty  o f 
residents of rural North Carolina are 
white, 33 percent of the population 
in rural areas are people of color as 
of 2019. In addition, 17 percent of all 
rural voters were living in poverty, 
according to the NCRC.

To engage with rural voters, 
outreach needs to be diverse 
and intentional so that everyone 
has the opportunity to be heard, 
Bouchard said.

Charlie Crews, a voter from 
Clayton, N.C., has said that it can 
still be difficult for those living 

further away from the center of 
town to get to the polls to vote. 
However, he said he has noticed 
that  as  the  town grew more 
suburban, it became easier to 
access voting polls.

“I think in the beginning it was 
harder to find polls,” he said. “But 
as time has evolved, I think they’ve 
really stepped up with having more 
locations to vote.”

Bouchard said reaching rural 
voters can be challenging, due 
to barriers  such as a lack of 
transportation to polling locations 
or less awareness and access to 
online voting resources.

Rural voters may have less reliable 
broadband access, which can prevent 
them from registering to vote online 
and accessing candidate information, 
Bouchard said.

This digital inequity creates 
civic deserts in rural communities, 
meaning that civic engagement is 
lower, she said.

“When people come into the 
community with pamphlets or 
mailers that candidates might 
send out, that might be the only 
way that rural people have access 
to information about candidates 
because so much of candidate 
information is on the internet,,” 
Bouchard said. “But if you don’t 
have reliable broadband, you don’t 
have access to the information 
about candidates, about policies.”

Beyond elections,  engaging 
m o r e  r u ra l  v o t e r s  w i l l  h e l p 
encourage community members 
to  hold their  representatives 
accountable, Reaves said.

Both Reaves and Dunkin said 
they hope the work they are doing 
will encourage politicians to increase 
outreach to more local voters.

Bouchard said the issues that 
are important to rural voters are 
typically important to all voters.

“By keeping rural in mind, you are 
able to create more opportunity for 
the rest of the state as well,” she said.

VOTING ACCESS

How voters can get to the polls

DTH/OLIVIA PAUL

Cars pass by the Sonja Haynes Stone Center, which will be the main voting 
location on UNC’s campus on Election ay. Pictured on Monday, Oct. 31, 2022.

Local voters without access to 
cars or other forms of personal 
transportation have a number of 
resources available for traveling 
to the polls on Election Day.

The Orange County Board of 
Elections provides the Sonja Haynes 
Stone Center as an Election Day 
voting site within walking distance 
for students living on campus at 

UNC who do not have cars. 
“In 2020 we combined three 

precincts to make a super precinct, 
and that was the UNC precinct, so 
that we could get all the dorms in one 
precinct,” Orange County Director of 
Elections Rachel Raper said.

Raper said she encourages 
students to check if  they are 
registered to vote using the state’s 
voter search tool on the State 
Board of Elections’ website.

Although people could register 
to vote at early voting locations, 
they cannot register to vote on 
Election Day.

“ I  d o n ’ t  w a n t  p e o p l e  t o 
a c c i d e n t a l l y  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e 
themselves,” she said.

Transit options

Voting buildings are accessible 
using Chapel Hill  Transit bus 
routes,  with bus stops within 
walking distance from al l  of 
the voting locations in the area, 
according to Chapel Hill Transit 
Director Brian Litchfield. 

“ T h e y ’ r e  w i t h i n  w a l k i n g 
distance of most folks on campus, 
or if you got off near the coffee 
shop or planetarium or in those 
areas, you’d be able to get there 
with a really short walk,” he said.

The Chapel Hill Transit website 
has a section on voting, which lists 
all of the Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
polling locations and the specific 
bus routes that can be used to 
reach them.

Voting locations in Carrboro, 
like the OWASA Administration 
Building, Frank Porter Graham 
School and Carrboro High School, 
can be accessed via the J bus route. 

The Carrboro Town Hall, First 
Baptist  Church and Carrboro 
Elementary School can be reached 
with the CW route. 

The Chapel Hill Public Library, 
Church of Reconciliation and Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church can be 
accessed with the CL and D bus routes.

Chapel Hill Transit ’s Senior 
Shuttle also serves the public 
library and Seymour Senior Center.

The Orange County website 
also has a service called Map Your 
Trip, which allows people to select 
a voting location and see how 

they can get there using different 
modes of transportation.

The Orange County Democratic 
Party has a volunteer ride service 
that can give those in need of 
transportation a ride to the polling 
location of their choice.

To use this service, voters can 
call the Orange County Democrats 
office or fill out a form on their 
website and provide their contact 
information and pick-up and 
drop-off locations. The program 
will then reach out to the voter to 
discuss logistics.

“Students should try to provide 
24-hour notice, but if they need 
a ride in a pinch then we will do 
everything we can to try to help 
arrange that,” Jonah Garson, the 
chairperson of the Orange County 
Democratic Party, said.

Garson said he thinks it  is 
important for students to get out 
to vote, as they could make up the 
margin of victory in statewide races.

These services are all available 
on Election Day. Voting locations 
are open from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m., and voters in line at their 
assigned polling place by the 7:30 
deadline will be able to vote.

“I would encourage folks that 
are utilizing the bus to vote to 
make their plans ahead of time to 
get there and vote,” Litchfield said. 
“Most of them operate before the 
polls open until after they close, 
so folks should have plenty of 
opportunities to be able to do that.

Organizations work 
to engage and inform 

voters across rural N.C.
By Eliza Benbow

Senior Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

Orange County, Chapel 
Hill provide transit 

resources for residents
By Annika Duneja

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @eliza_benbow

Twitter: @DTHCityState

PHOTO COURTESY OF ELIZA BENBOW
Down Home North Carolina organizers head out to canvass voters on a 
truck in Granville County, N.C.
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What we’re doing to cover elections
Know your 
NC voting 

rights
Polls in North Carolina are open 

from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on 
Election Day, and any voter in line 
when polls close is allowed to vote.

Photo ID is not required to vote 
in North Carolina, and voters do 
not need to bring any documents 
to a polling site on Election Day. 
A state constitutional amendment 
that would have made voter ID a 
requirement was approved in a state-
wide referendum in 2018, but it was 
struck down soon afterwards when 
a court determined the “provisions 
target African Americans with 
almost surgical precision.”

If any questions arise about a 
voter’s eligibility, they should be 
allowed to vote using a provisional 
ballot. No voter should be turned 
away. Absentee ballots must be 
postmarked on or by Nov. 8.

Voters are assigned to a specific 
polling place on Election Day and can 
find their assigned voting location 
by using the voter search tool on the 
N.C. State Board of Elections website. 
The Sonja Haynes Stone Center is 
the assigned voting location for all 
students living on campus at UNC.

Voters with disabilities can use 
curbside voting, and any voter who 
requires assistance can ask for it at 
their polling place.

All forms of voter intimidation 
are illegal, and any voters that 
feel threatened should notify an 
election official as soon as possible.

Know your rights — votes in 
North Carolina can be some of the 
most important votes in the country.

DTH/SARA JOHNSON
“I Voted Today” stickers pictured at Chapel of the Cross in Chapel Hill on 
Monday, Oct. 31, 2022.

Nov. 8 has been circled in red on 
my calendar for a long time. 

From the moment I became City 
& State Editor, I’ve been planning 
how The Daily Tar Heel would 
cover the 2022 Midterms. 

Since then, the DTH has been 
preparing our election coverage 
with one thing in mind: what 
reader needs to know. 

This year’s midterm elections are 
one of the most important we have 
encountered, especially for students. 

More is on the line this year — 
access to reproductive health care 
after the overturning of Roe v. 
Wade, as well as social, economic 
and climate reforms. 

Even before this semester, DTH 
editors and reporters have been 
thinking about how we could 
best serve the needs of the Chapel 
Hill, Carrboro and Orange County 
communities through our coverage. 

From the primary elections in 
May until today, the City & State 
Desk has been writing stories about 
candidates, important races and 
issues that are motivating voters.

We were in the DTH office until 
3 a.m. on the night of the primary 
elections last spring, writing stories 
as election results were released. 
We will be doing the same tonight, 
the evening of Nov. 8. 

Why? Because election coverage 
is some of the most important 
work the City & State Desk does. 

I f  we didn’ t  do this  work, 
Orange County would be one step 
closer to being a news desert — a 
community with limited access 
to credible and comprehensive 
news and information that feeds 
democracy at the grassroots level. 

DTH reporters talked to many of 
the candidates on the ballot and got 
answers to questions many voters have.  

We  p u b l i s h e d  a  2 0 - p a g e 
Election Preview paper last week. 
This week, we have our first-ever 
Election Day Special edition paper.

You see the papers in their 
finished form. But,  what you 
don’ t  see  i s  repor ters  doing 
the groundwork, talking with 
candidates and voters alike. You 

don’t see editors checking every 
fact and word in the stories you 
read. You don’t see design staffers 
and editors working into the 
morning hours to make beautiful 
front-page graphics. You don’t see 
photographers going on last minute 
trips to get the perfect photo.

An incredible amount of effort 
goes into the pages you read every 
week, as we meticulously pour 
through all of the stories going 
into print and make sure that they   
include all of the information our  
audiences could possibly need. 

We do all of this because it’s a 
privilege to serve the communities 
of UNC, Chapel Hill, Carrboro and 
Orange County. 

In addition to our print papers, 
we have also been producing 
m u l t i m e d i a  c o n t e n t  f o r  t h e 
midterm elections. The City & 
State Desk has recorded five 
episodes of “Before You Vote,” 
a  podcas t  where  we  d isc uss 
important topics related to voting.

We have  disc ussed how to 
vote, the impacts of the Supreme 
Court overturning Roe v. Wade, 
candidates on the ballot, early 
voting, voting accessibility and 
campaign spending.  Our last 
ep isode  wi l l  come out  a f ter 
Election Day and will run through 
election results. You can listen on 
Apple Music and Spotify. 

As I said before, we will also be 
writing election results stories on 
election night.

Be sure to follow the City & State 
Desk on Twitter at @DTHCityState. 
Tonight, we will be live tweeting as 
election results come out.

While most election results will 
come in too late tonight to make it 
into our Wednesday paper, you will 
be able to find all of our election 
preview and e lec t ion results 
stories on our Election Center on 
The Daily Tar Heel’s website. 

You will also be able to get a 
detailed recap of what happened 
a f ter  the  fac t  onl ine ,  as  we 
follow-up on the races that have 
dominated the news cycle both 
in Orange County and North 
Carolina as a whole.

This election, our team will be 
working overtime to make sure you 
get the news you need to figure out 
what the results in the state were 
and what comes next for its voters.

Our City & State Editor 
gives readers insight on 

how we cover polls
By Emmy Martin
City & State Editor

city@dailytarheel.com

— Ethan E. Horton

ELECTION LAW

DTH/EMMA PLUMLY
Voting signs outlining registration requirements are posted outside the Chapel of The Cross on Nov. 2, 2022. Many assume that 
they must have a photo ID to vote, but this is not the case.

What you need to know about voter ID in NC 

Photo identification is 
not required to vote in 

the state’s elections
By Lily Richardson

Staff Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

On Election Day, voters must be 
registered in order to cast their ballot.

The deadline to register to vote 
online or by mail was Friday, Oct. 
14, but voters could register in 
person during early voting, which 
ended on Saturday, Nov. 5.

To register using same-day 
registration, voters must have 
resided in the county they intend to 
vote in for at least 30 days before 
Election Day, according to the North 
Carolina State Board of Elections. 

Voters  must also be a U.S. 
citizen and at least 18-years-old by 
the general election date and must 
not be in jail or prison for a felony 
conviction.

To register to vote during the 
early voting period, a voter must 
provide proof of residence, like any 
type of government-issued photo 
identification, a current utility 

bill, a paycheck, a student ID card 
or any kind of government-issued 
document that shows a voter’s 
name and address.

Voters can no longer register to 
vote in this year’s election. Same-
day registration is not an option 
when voting on Election Day.

Attempts to require voter ID at 
the polls

In June 2018, the Republican 
supermajority in the N.C. General 
Assembly placed six constitutional 
amendments on the ballot. 

Two of them passed in a state-
wide referendum, including a 
requirement for photo identification 
to vote in the state.

T h e  v o t e r  I D  a m e n d m e n t 
was struck down soon after the 
referendum in a case called N.C. 
NAACP v. McCrory, which was filed 
in the U.S. District Court for the 
Middle District of North Carolina. 

The court said the provisions 
“target African Americans with 
almost surgical precision.” Judge 
Diana Gribbon Motz wrote in 
the opinion that the question in 
the case was not whether or not 
requiring a photo ID to vote was in 
the interest of the state or whether 
the amendment in question would 
accomplish that goal. 

Instead, she wrote, the goal 
of  the case was to determine 
whether the legislature would have 
enacted the restriction if it did not 
disproportionately impact voters 
of color. The court determined 
the legislature would not have 
proposed the amendment.

After the case, the requirement 
for bringing photo ID to the polls 
for verification of a voter’s identity 
was eliminated.

Jamie Cox, the chairperson 
of the Orange County Board of 
Elections, said no photo ID is 
required to cast a ballot in the 
state of North Carolina. 

He said there is a system of 
checks and balances in place 
to prevent voter fraud without 
requiring photo ID checks.

“If you’re a registered voter 
you need to state your name and 
address  when you present to 
vote in person and that’s either 
at an early voting site or at your 
precinct,” Cox said.

Registered voters can cast their 
vote by an absentee mail ballot, 

Cox said. Nov. 1 was the deadline 
for voters to submit absentee 
bal lot  request  forms to their 
county’s board of elections. 

The civilian absentee ballot 
return deadline is on Election 
Day, meaning the ballot has to be 
postmarked by 5 p.m. on Nov. 8.

Cox said voter fraud in the 
form of voter impersonation in 
particular, which voter ID laws 
passed in the state were meant to 
prevent, is very rare.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  D e m o c r a c y 
NC, a nonprofit  voting rights 
organization, there have only 
been seven instances of voter 
impersonation, seven instances 
of non-citizens voting and four 
instances of vote-buying in the 
state in the last five years.

“I ’ ve  been ser ving in some 
capacity on the board of elections 
in Orange County since 2011, and 
we’ve never had a single case of 
voter presenting to be somebody 
else,” he said.

Carrboro Mayor Damon Seils 
said voter turnout in Orange 
County could make a difference in 
statewide races.

“With respect to the judicial 
races, the outcome of those races 
is going to shape North Carolina 
law and politics for at least the 
next decade,” Seils said.

Susan Romaine, Carrboro Town 
Council mayor pro tempore, said 
it is crucial for young people to 
show up to vote for the issues that 
impact them.

“The bottom line is it’s really 
our most important civic duty 
is to vote, and I hope there will 
be a huge turnout among UNC 
students,” Romaine said.

Twitter: @dthcitystate

Twitter: @emmymrtin



Election GuideTuesday, November 8, 2022 The Daily Tar Heel8

Not registered? No problem. North Carolina has same day 
registration during early voting. You can register and vote at the 
same time when you go to vote early.

Problems voting? Call or text 866-687-8683 to speak with a 
trained Election Protection volunteer.

Early voting: October 20 - November 5
Last day to vote: Tuesday, November 8

Find out where to vote: voteamerica.com/where-to-vote
Learn more about voting as a student: voteamerica.com/students
Learn more about same-day registration: voteamerica.com/sdr

ELECTION DAY IS TUESDAY 
NOVEMBER 8, 2022

There will be record high turnout 
in this year’s midterm elections. 

VOTE
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