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Keys to a UNC victory in Durham

T he Nor th  Carol ina  men’s 
basketball team will face Duke 
for the first time this season on 
Saturday,  Feb.  4  at  Cameron 
Indoor Stadium, where the Tar 
Heels carry a two-game winning 
streak against the Blue Devils.

Duke is 11-0 at home so far this 
year, boasting wins against then-
No. 25 Ohio State and then-No. 17 
Miami. UNC, on the other hand, 
has struggled away from home this 
season, entering this matchup with 
a 2-4 away record, with its two 
true road victories coming against 
Louisville and Syracuse.

Here are three key elements 
UNC needs to focus on in order to 
leave Durham with a win:

Contain Kyle Filipowski

F i r s t - y e a r  c e n t e r  K y l e 
Filipowski, the former No. 4 overall 
recruit in the nation, has been a 
standout for the Blue Devils this 
season as he leads Duke in points 
and rebounds per game with 15.7 
and 9.5, respectively.

Filipowski is a versatile player. 
He can drive to the basket off of 
high ball screens, is a threat from 
the perimeter and is strong on 
the offensive and defensive glass. 
Although he is  only knocking 
down 28.8 percent of his triples, 
his 3.6 attempts from deep per 
game frequently force defenders 

away from the rim, which opens 
up offensive opportunities for the 
rest of his teammates. Regardless, 
his presence around the rim is his 
strongest trait, as he leads all first-
years in double-doubles this season 
with 11 total.

Filipowski will have a tough 
test waiting for him in Armando 
Bacot. UNC’s senior center will 
look to contain Filipowski on the 
boards and limit second chance 
opportunities for the Blue Devils.

Although Bacot stands as a 
tough test on the boards, graduate 
forward Leaky Black may switch 
to – or even start the game – 
defending Filipowski. Black is a 
lengthy and versatile defender 
standing at 6-foot-9 and would be 
a good defensive matchup for the 
7-foot Filipowski.

Get the bench involved

UNC has turned to the bench 
at limited times this season, but 
in the games against N.C. State 
and Syracuse, each member of the 
starting five – excluding Black, 
who was  e jec ted against  the 
Wolfpack for a flagrant two foul 
– has played over 30 minutes in 
each game.

Sophomore guard D’Marco 
Dunn filled in for Black against 
N.C. State and played 18 minutes, 
six more than the rest of the bench 
combined. Dunn didn’t score a 
basket, though, and the lone bench 
point came from first-year forward 
Jalen Washington. 

Although his role has been 
inconsistent to this point in his 
career,  Dunn has  shown the 
ability to put the ball through the 
hoop when needed, evident in his 

season-high 14-point showing on 
Jan. 14 at Louisville.

Key minutes  off  the bench 
f r o m  f i r s t - y e a r  g u a r d s  S e t h 
Trimble and Tyler Nickel, as well 
as  contributions from Dunn, 
Washington and junior wing Puff 
Johnson – who looks to return 
following knee soreness – will 
likely need to provide a spark 
and take some of the load off the 
starting five.

Guard play

Junior guard Caleb Love is no 
stranger to the Blue Devils, and 
although he has been in somewhat 
of  a  shooting s lump,  he may 
have just found his shot against 
Syracuse by scoring 15 points on 
4-7 shooting from the field and 3-5 
from behind the arc.

Last year against Duke, Love 
scored 22 points at Cameron Indoor 
Stadium and led the Tar Heels to 
a 94-81 victory. He continued to 
have the hot hand against Duke in 
the Final Four, dropping 28 points 
on 11-20 shooting to help UNC 
advance to the national title game.

This season, however, junior 
guard RJ Davis has been the more 
consistent scorer in the Tar Heels’ 
backcourt. Davis is a great midrange 
shooter that can also hit threes and 
drive to the basket, and could pose a 
big threat to the Blue Devils. 

If one of the guards can get early 
shots to fall while also facilitating 
the offense, the tandem could 
wreak havoc on the Blue Devils 
and help the Tar Heels add a solid 
road win to its resume.

The Tar Heels look to 
build on their Cameron 
Indoor winning streak 

By Matthew Maynard
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @mdmaynard74

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER
Then-sophomore guard RJ Davis (4) holds 
eye contact with his opponent in a game 
against Duke on Saturday, Feb. 5, 2022.

DTH FILE/SAMANTHA LEWIS
First-year guard Seth Trimble (0) 
looks for a pass on Jan. 21, against 
the N.C. State Wolfpack. 

The Daily Tar Heel
Established 1893 

128 years of editorial freedom

GUILLERMO MOLERO
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

EDITOR@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

ALLIE KELLY
MANAGING EDITOR

MANAGING.EDITOR@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

ELIZABETH EGAN
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT DIRECTOR

OUTREACH@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

PRESTON FORE
DIRECTOR OF ENTERPRISE

ENTERPRISE@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

HUNTER NELSON
SPORTS EDITOR 

SPORTS@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

SHELBY SWANSON
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 

SPORTS@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

LUCAS THOMAE
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 

SPORTS@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

CARSON ELM-PICARD
DESIGN & GRAPHICS EDITOR

DESIGN@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

GABI ALLEN
ASSISTANT DESIGN & GRAPHICS EDITOR

DESIGN@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

KENNEDY COX
CO-PHOTO EDITOR

PHOTO@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

SAMANTHA LEWIS 
CO-PHOTO EDITOR

PHOTO@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

NATALIE PEOPLES
ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

PHOTO@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

Mail and Office: 109 E. Franklin St. 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

Guillermo Molero,  editor, 962-4086
Advertising & Business, 962-1163
News, Features, Sports, 962-0245

© 2012 DTH Media Corp.
All rights reserved

 Taylor Barnhill, administrative director
Adrian Tillman, style/usage director

 Hannah Collett, Emma Geis, Emily Gajda 
COPY@DAILYTARHEEL.COM

COPY BOARD



Rivalry Edition Friday, February 3, 2023The Daily Tar Heel 3

Explore. Innovate. Research. Create.

REGISTRATION OPENS MARCH 23

 

Already dreaming of Summer?  

M A Y M E S T E R
M A Y  1 7 - J U N E  2

 S E S S I O N  I
M A Y  1 7 - J U N E  2 3

S E S S I O N  I I
J U N E  2 6 - A U G  1

SUMMER 2023

UNC SUMMER SCHOOL

summer.unc.edu

Get ahead on gen eds
Graduate on time

Boost your GPA 
Small class sizes

Jay Bilas, an ESPN analyst since 
1995 and former Duke Blue Devil 
player and coach, has become a leading 
voice in the world of college basketball. 

Daily Tar Heel Assistant Sports 
Editor Shelby Swanson called Bilas 
in late January to discuss his fondest 
rivalry memories. 

This interview has been edited for 
brevity and clarity.

The Daily Tar Heel: You were a 
four-year starter for Coach K from 
1982 to 1986, what are some of your 
favorite memories from the UNC-
Duke rivalry as a player?

Jay Bilas: The programs were in 
different places when I got to Duke 
in 1982. Carolina had just won the 
championship, and Duke was trying to 
build toward competing with that.

It was probably 1984 where we felt 
like we were competitively equal. We 
played three games that year, including 
a double-overtime loss at Carmichael 
(Arena) toward the end of the year. 

After the game, Coach (Mike 
Krzyzewski) came in the locker room 
and we were distraught. He basically 
said, ‘We’re going to play them again 
and when we do, we’re going to win.’ In 
the ACC Tournament the next week, 
oddly, we did play them again and we 
did win. It signaled, O.K., this is on. At 
that time, I think the Duke fans had a 
little bit of an inferiority complex and 
felt like they were looked down upon 
by Carolina fans. From then on, the fan 
bases went after each other. 

DTH: As a player, can you describe 

the feeling of getting on the bus and 
driving to Chapel Hill? 

JB: The air is heavier when 
that game’s around. There’s more 
anticipation leading up to it, there’s 
more attention and both buildings 
were oddly hotter for that one game. 
Cameron (Indoor Stadium) was like a 
sweatbox for that game.

It was just a different atmosphere, 
and a different (level) of attention — 
national attention. All rivalries are big 
deals to the participants. 

But I don’t think any other, at least 
basketball rivalry, captures the national 
attention as that one does. The game 
always delivers. I don’t know how to 
explain it… it’s just got meaning beyond 
other rivalries and other games. There’s 
imagination and attention captured by 
it that’s hard to put into words and hard 
to explain — you just have to feel it.

DTH: The 1982 recruiting class that 
you were a part of still ranks as one of 
the highest-scoring classes in college 
basketball history. How important do 
you see that 1982 class in building up 
the rivalry between Duke and UNC? 

JB: It was nice to be there at the 
beginning of Coach K, and it’s nice 
to get a compliment about that, but 
the Grant Hill, Christian Laettner 
and Bobby Hurley years were pretty 
important. With Shane Battier and all 
of these guys that continued that stuff 
and took it to a higher level, there’s a 
lot of credit that needs to be doled out.

That’s kind of the cool thing about 
(the rivalry), is all the great teams and 
all the great players, a number of which 

have been national player of the year, 
hall-of-famers and record-setters. If 
you sit and try to say, “Alright, give an 
all-time starting five for each team,” 
look at who you’re leaving off. You’re 
leaving off players that would be the 
greatest in another school’s history. 

DTH: You served as an assistant 
coach under Coach K from 1990 to 
1992, did that give you a different 
perspective on the rivalry?

JB: I think the longer you’re involved 
in it, the more respect you have for the 
rivalry and for the opponent. That’s 
the thing that I think gets lost, is how 
much respect the (Duke) players had 
for the Carolina program. You wanted 
to win with everything you had. When 
you won, you felt good because it said 

something really good about you and 
no other game made you feel that way.

In the 1992 season, No. 1 Duke 
came into the Dean Dome, and North 
Carolina won the game. The Carolina 
fans stormed the floor. I was the grad 
assistant that year, and was walking 
off the floor with one of my former 
teammates who was an assistant at the 
time, Tommy Amaker. We looked back 
and looked at each other like, “Can you 
believe that? What is this?” We’d never 
seen that before at North Carolina. It 
showed that, O.K., not only is this a fair 
fight, but this isn’t an expected win for 
their fans. That raised the stakes.

DTH: This is one of the few times 
that neither Duke nor North Carolina 
is a ranked team in the matchup. What 

would you say to fans who maybe aren’t 
as excited about this game given the 
relative standings of the two teams?  

JB: (Fans) can think whatever they 
want. I’m sure this time last year, 
Carolina fans weren’t particularly 
excited about their prospects, and look 
at what happened. 

With North Carolina and Duke, you 
have to look at the history. It delivers 
every time. To me, it doesn’t need to be 
hyped. You just have to say that they’re 
playing, and it immediately gets me 
interested. Of course, there’s going to 
be an added dimension when it’s No. 1 
vs. No. 2, but it just adds to something 
that’s already at a high level.

ESPN’s Jay Bilas talks rivalry experience on, off court

Twitter: @shelbymswanson

PHOTO COURTESY OF JAY BILAS
ESPN college basketball analyst Jay Bilas interviews UNC senior forward/center Armando Bacot (5) inside of the 
Dean Smith Center.  

“I don’t think any other, at least basketball rivalry, 
captures the national attention as that one does. The 

game always delivers.” 
Jay Bilas

ESPN analyst and former Blue Devil

Q & A
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A look at Tobacco Road’s new class of big men
Bacot, Filipowski to 

highlight frontcourt battles 
in Saturday’s match

By Emory Lyda
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Last year’s games between North 
Carolina and Duke featured two 
dominant bigs in Armando Bacot and 
Paolo Banchero, with Brady Manek 
providing valuable shooting for UNC 
and Mark Williams giving Duke elite 
rim protection. Three of those four 
bigs are gone, with Bacot being the only 
frontcourt starter from those games 
still on his respective team.

Here’s a breakdown of the newest 
class of big men to battle it out in 
college basketball’s greatest rivalry. 

UNC stats are accurate as of Tuesday, 
Jan. 31, due to our print deadline.

North Carolina
Armando Bacot

To this point, UNC’s recently 
crowned, all-time leading rebounder 
has just added to his standout career. 

Bacot is averaging 17.9 points per 
game and 11.4 rebounds while shooting 
nearly 58 percent from the field, and his 
playmaking has also improved en route 

to recording a career-high 1.8 assists 
per game as of Jan. 27. 

Bacot is responsible for a lot of the 
Tar Heels’ offense in the low-post, so 
finding a way to stop him will be critical 
for the Blue Devils. Last season, Bacot 
averaged 15.3 points per game in the 
three Duke games, and his 23 points 
on 10-11 shooting in the regular season 
finale in Durham was critical in the Tar 
Heels pulling off the upset victory.

Pete Nance
Nance was a prized catch for 

North Carolina this off-season, as 
the Northwestern graduate transfer 
replaced Manek in the starting lineup.

Although Nance is not the pure 
shooter that Manek was, his ability to 
self-create off the dribble at times and 
be somewhat of a post-up threat has 
added another dimension to the Tar 
Heel offense. Nance has battled a back 
injury throughout ACC play, but his 
21-point output against Syracuse was 
his best showing since November, a 
sign that he is starting to regain rhythm.

Jalen Washington
 Washington missed much of the non-

conference schedule while recovering 
from a knee injury, but the first-year big 
has slowly come on as a rotation piece 
for head coach Hubert Davis. 

Washington’s most notable feat this 
season was scoring 13 points in 27 
minutes against Virginia after Bacot 
went down. An ankle injury before 
the Boston College game has limited 
him, but Washington may see minutes 
against Duke if healthy by gameday.

 
Duke

Kyle Filipowski
The consensus five-star recruit has 

enjoyed a strong first season for the 
Blue Devils, averaging 15.8 points per 

game and 9.5 rebounds per game. 
Offensively, Filipowski has a variety 

of moves at his disposal in the post, and 
his shooting splits — 28.8 percent on 
3.6 attempts from deep per game — 
have been streaky on high volume. 

Defensively, Filipowski can switch 
well for his size and has decent lateral 
quickness, although his shot-blocking is 
not great. Still, Filipowski has arguably 
been the best player on Duke’s roster, 
and his versatility is a scary proposition 
for opposing defenses.

Ryan Young
The graduate transfer played at 

Northwestern alongside Nance, and 
though not as coveted as his former 
teammate, his impact on the Blue 
Devils has been substantial. 

Young is a 6-foot-10 big who 
rebounds at an extremely high level. 
His offensive rebounding percentage is 
third in the ACC behind only Miami’s 
Norchad Omier and Bacot. He has 
been able to turn those rebounds into 
efficient scoring opportunities, as he is 
converting 2-point field goal attempts 
at a 72 percent clip. 

Young is not much of a shot-blocker or 
shooter, but his rebounding and finishing 
have been critical for the Blue Devils.

Dereck Lively II
Lively was a highly-touted recruit in 

the class of  ‘22, but so far has struggled 
being as impactful as that rank suggests. 

Lively is averaging roughly 15 
minutes per game for Duke but 
has only averaged 4.0 points and 
3.7 rebounds per game. He offers a 
lot of promise defensively as a rim 
protector, but his tendency to foul 
– he is currently averaging well over 
six fouls per 40 minutes – is an issue 
that has limited his minutes.

Twitter: @emorylyda41

DTH FILE/DYLAN THESSIEN
UNC graduate forward Pete Nance (32) shoots the ball during UNC’s game 
against Boston College on Jan. 17, 2022. UNC won 72-64.

Playmakers looking to make an impact in UNC-Duke battle  
After losing valuable 

forwards, Duke’s guards 
are on the forefront 

By Brendan Lunga
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

From Bobby Hurley to RJ Barrett, 
the backcourt from Durham has caused 
problems in the rivalry for decades. 

Following the loss of forwards 
Paolo Banchero, Wendell Moore 
Jr. and AJ Griffin to the NBA draft, 
guards have taken a larger role in 
head coach Jon Scheyer’s rotation 
this year. 

Here is a look at the guards who 
will make an impact on the next 
chapter of the Tobacco Road rivalry. 

UNC stats are accurate as of Tuesday, 
Jan. 31, due to our print deadline.

North Carolina
Caleb Love

Love cemented his name in UNC 
basketball lore with his game-winning 

shot against Duke in the trilogy bout at 
the 2022 Final Four. Love is averaging 
20 points per game against the Blue 
Devils. His 3-point proficiency is 
down eight percentage points from 
last season, but shooting the ball well 
against his favorite opponent will be a 
key to victory for UNC.

RJ Davis
Though his contributions are often 

overshadowed by Armando Bacot’s 
standout play, Davis has been arguably 
the most valuable player for UNC’s 
squad. His numbers are up in almost 
every category from last season, and 
he has stepped up when his backcourt 
mate has struggled shooting the ball. 
Davis has also fared well against Duke, 
accumulating 18 points and seven 
rebounds in the Final Four contest. 

Bench guards
D’Marco Dunn and Seth Trimble 

will be the keys to having a productive 
bench unit for the Tar Heels. While 
Grandison and Blakes generally get 
more minutes, Trimble’s defensive 
effort that he’s flaunted all year will be 
needed to shut down the shifty guards 
and keep UNC in the game when Davis 
and Love are on the bench.

Duke
Jeremy Roach

Roach was the only starting member 
of last year’s squad to return to Durham 

with unfinished business. Playing in all 
three matchups against UNC last year, 
he averaged over 10 points per game in 
those outings and was a large part of 
Duke’s success during the season.

Roach makes his presence felt inside 
the 3-point arc. His ability to drive to 
the basket and dish the ball is where he 
finds the most success. Despite missing 
four games, Roach still ranks second on 
the team in total assists.

For the Tar Heels to shut down 
Roach, they need to prevent turnovers 
on offense and keep him from getting to 
the basket. Roach is also second on the 
team in steals, using them to create easy 
fastbreak buckets. North Carolina has a 
tendency to be sloppy with the ball and 
will need to clean up that part of their 
game against the Blue Devils.

Tyrese Proctor
Proctor’s playmaking ability is his 

most impressive skill. Like Roach, 
he can also play the role of a point 
guard, as his 61 assists lead the team.

Containing Proctor on the 3-point 
arc will be the key to slowing him down. 

While he’s made the second-most 
3-pointers on the team this season, he 
has taken 94 attempts, the most on the 
squad. He holds a  well-below-average 
3-point percentage at 27.7 percent, but 
will be forced to shoot if the Tar Heels 
can stop him from penetrating.

Bench guards
Both graduate transfer Jacob 

Grandison and sophomore Jaylen 
Blakes have made significant 
contributions off-bench this year for 
the Blue Devils. Both could get their 
first real experience in the rivalry, with 
Blakes only playing three minutes 
during Duke’s win in Chapel Hill last 
year and Grandison coming in as a 
transfer from Illinois.

Both players average about 17 
minutes per game but hold different 
roles. Grandison, at 6-foot-6, can 
pass and shoot like a guard but also 
rebounds like a forward. Blakes is 
quicker when driving to the basket and 
shoots at a 36.8 percent clip from deep.

DTH FILE/SAMANTHA LEWIS
UNC junior guard RJ Davis (4) passes in 
the Dean E. Smith Center on Nov. 7, 2022, 
against the UNC-Wilmington Seahawks. 

Twitter: @brendan_lunga18

Talented group of wings headline Saturday’s matchup 
Lineup of versatile 

players includes Black, 
Johnson and Whitehead

By Ben McCormick
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

DTH FILE/AAYAS JOSHI
UNC graduate Leaky Black (1) dribbles 
the ball during the men’s basketball 
game against  Boston College at the 
Dean E. Smith Center on Jan. 17, 2023.

Although the North Carolina and 
Duke men’s basketball teams boast 
strong play at the guard and frontcourt 
positions, both sides find production 
from a talented group of wings.

A position group known for its 
versatile skillset, here is a look at 
how the wings will impact Saturday’s 
rivalry matchup. 

UNC stats are accurate as of Tuesday, 
Jan. 31, due to our print deadline.

North Carolina
Leaky Black

Black is the backbone of the Tar Heels’ 
defense and often the player who is given 
the toughest defensive assignments. 
Although senior big man Armando 
Bacot will likely be tasked with slowing 
down center Kyle Filipowski, Duke’s 

leading scorer, Filipowski’s perimeter-
oriented style of play will likely enable 
Black to draw some defensive work for 
North Carolina. 

While Black is much more known 
for his defensive prowess — averaging 
1.6 steals per game — he is in the midst 
of the best offensive season of his career. 
Though only averaging seven points a 
night, his playmaking and knowledge 
of offense has helped the team remain 
productive on that end of the floor.

Puff Johnson
The Tar Heels’ sixth man is not relied 

upon to shoulder the offense, but he has 
proven an effective scorer, particularly 
from deep in his best showings.

After bursting onto the scene in the 
national championship by scoring 11 
points, Johnson has been productive on 
the floor this season. Despite battling 
knee soreness for most of the year, the 
junior has been clinical from deep and 
scored in double digits three times.

Tyler Nickel
The 6-foot-7 first-year hasn’t seen 

much time for the Tar Heels this 

season — averaging 6.6 minutes per 
game — but he’s made an immediate 
impact when he has taken the floor.

While playing 12 minutes in UNC’s 
recent win over Syracuse on Jan. 24, 
Nickel drilled a triple and emphatically 
blocked a shot off the glass. As Virginia’s 
all-time leading high school scorer with 
2,909 career points, Nickel has the 
ability to be a high-volume scorer when 
given the opportunity.

Duke
Dariq Whitehead

Whitehead came into Duke with 
lofty expectations, tabbed as the No. 
2 overall player in the class of 2022 
according to 247Sports’ composite 
rankings. His time at Duke, however, 
has been plagued by injuries.

Whitehead had surgery after 
fracturing his right foot in practice 
during the preseason, causing him to 
miss Duke’s first three games. Recently, 
he sustained a lower leg injury during 
Duke’s Jan. 23 game at Virginia Tech.

Before his latest injury, Whitehead 
had assumed a starting position for the 
Blue Devils and began working toward 

the level of play expected from him 
in the preseason. Whitehead showed 
that he can be a marksman from deep 
by posting a season-high 18 points in 
Duke’s win over Boston College. 

While he still struggles from 
beyond the arc, Whitehead’s ability 
to score is one of Duke’s biggest 
offensive assets when healthy. Twitter: @BenMcC33

Mark Mitchell
Mitchell is a lanky 6-foot-8 forward, 

able to put the ball on the floor and 
slash to the basket. He has been an 
effective scorer for Duke off the bounce 
with an ability to finish around a crowd 
of defenders in the paint, averaging 9.1 
points per game through 22 outings.

Despite shooting 39.4 percent 
from three, the team’s best 3-point 
percentage, Mitchell seldom shoots 
the long ball, having attempted only 
33 threes this season and making 13. 
Against a UNC defense that frequently 
allows shooters to get hot, Mitchell could 
be an intriguing factor on Saturday.

Jacob Grandison
A graduate transfer from Illinois, 

Grandison brings veteran presence to 
the inexperienced Blue Devils team. He 
is known for being a 3-point specialist, 
particularly from the corners.

His minutes usually vary depending 
on matchup, but Whitehead’s recent 
injury may force head coach Jon 
Scheyer to give him more.

ROSTER

BACKCOURT
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UNC-Duke is great, but where do we go from here?

DTH/SAMANTHA LEWIS

By Hunter Nelson
Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

‘Please, basketball 
divinity, the only thing 
we ask for is amazing’

Twitter: @hunternelson_1

UNC stats are accurate as of Tuesday, 
Jan. 31, due to our print deadline.

Fans have long yearned for 
a postseason matchup between 
college basketball ’s two largest 
rivals, but 307 days after that 
dream finally became a reality, I’m 
beginning to wonder if the hoop 
gods surrendered their souls to 
give the Tobacco Road faithful the 
closing act it deserved.

When Caleb Love’s  dagger 
dropped through the New Orleans 
night to send the winningest 
coach in the history of the sport 
into retirement at last year’s Final 
Four, a line was etched in the 
history books. After Armando 
Bacot dubbed the outing as the 
“greatest college basketball game 
of all time,” decades of memorable 
moments  and  verba l  batt les 
between the two sides came to a 
screeching halt, as it immediately 
became clear that no moment 
could ever reach the magnitude of 
what transpired that evening. 

Hype-induced offseasons might 
have tricked us into believing 
that chapter one of the new era 
would be  excit ing enough to 
provide an admirable sequel to 
all the events that happened last 
April. However, with both teams 
struggling to maintain national 
relevance midway through the 

season, such hopeful ambitions 
haven’t been fulfilled, sadly.

For a team that entered the new 
season as the consensus favorite to 
cut down the nets, the Tar Heels 
have spent more time sitting outside 
the top 25 than playing as a group 
that was supposedly hungry to 
complete its unfinished business. 
Similarly, the Blue Devils, under 
first-year head coach Jon Scheyer, 
have supplied ample evidence that 
nabbing three top-five recruits 
does not make a team immune to 
falling by 24 points to N.C. State or 

narrowly escaping a Boston College 
side that boasts a losing record.

I n  t e r m s  o f  b a s k e t b a l l 
watchability, it is encouraging 
to note that both programs have 
shown signs of promise in recent 
weeks. Although both teams will 
enter the game unranked, the Tar 
Heels – winners of 10 of their past 
12 – have started to share the ball 
more en route to inching their 
way out of an early hole to slide 
into fourth place in the ACC. Last 
Saturday, Duke upped the ante by 
earning its most impressive win of 

the year in a 43-point drubbing over 
Georgia Tech.

But still, maybe I’m just spoiled 
from the gifts of the past, but doesn’t 
it feel like there’s something… 
missing? Last year ’s Cameron 
curtain call to Coach K featured the 
likes of Ken Jeong, Jerry Seinfeld 
and a cheering section of 96 ‘who’s 
whos’ from the NBA. This time 
around, the primary viewers of 
the opening clash will likely be the 
more common crowd of students 
anxiously waiting for the buzzer to 
sound to spark the late-Saturday 

cramming of the physics exam that 
awaits them two days later.

I’ve been around the rivalry long 
enough to hear all the noise about 
how the names on the front of the 
jersey will always be enough to make 
the game must-see TV. ESPN analyst 
— and friend of the DTH program 
— Jay Bilas, routinely emphasizes 
that the rivalry “always delivers”, 
and there are enough objective facts 
to supplement that claim. 

Over the years, I’ve seen Tre 
Jones and Wendell Moore Jr. make 
students punch chairs as they stymied 
a historically bad UNC team from 
improving to 11-12 in a lost season. 
I was also an impartial bystander 
hundreds of miles away a season earlier 
when I watched Zion Williamson’s 
shoe explode in the early stages of a 
convincing North Carolina triumph. 

With a clean slate in play, who 
knows what can happen when both 
teams take the court. Maybe Pete 
Nance and Jacob Grandison drop 
20-point showings to show who is 
the more impactful transfer from 
the state of Illinois. Perhaps Love 
and Duke’s Jeremy Roach — now the 
chiseled veterans of their respective 
squads — turn back the clock and 
deliver a performance that reminds 
fans of the rivalry’s glory days.

With each program looking to 
find its way, it is unclear whether 
the upcoming matchup can align 
with the lore of the past, but if both 
blue bloods can come together to 
share a single hope, it would be this.

F o r  U N C - D u k e ,  p l e a s e , 
basketball divinity, the only thing 
we ask for is amazing.

An interactive event with 
leading industry experts 
who will discuss career paths 
in sustainability along with 
the opportunities and risks of 
an ESG-centered approach to 
decision-making.

kenanscholars.unc.edu/ESG

Participating organizations:

Register here 

Free networking lunch 
and mixer. Undergraduate 
students are especially 
encouraged to attend. 

This event is free and open 
to the public, but space is 
limited.

NOW HIRING! 
JOIN OUR TEAM

AFTER SCHOOL AND DAY CAMP POSITIONS
Lead children in recreational skill development and help support 
their academic success and in an after-school or day camp  
setting. Direct fun activities, games and sports.  
 
YMCA employees enjoy competitive wages, flexible  
hours, leadership opportunities and a free Y membership!

YMCATriangle.org/jobs

Are you searching for a FUN, 
ENERGETIC work environment? 
LOVE WORKING WITH KIDS? 
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LEARN MORE AT
summer.college.wfu.edu

GET AHEAD THIS SUMMER!  
 

EARN CREDITS THAT YOU CAN TRANSFER.
CATCH UP ON YOUR ACADEMIC PATH.

START NEXT YEAR'S CURRICULUM EARLY.  

 
DON'T MISS OUT!

SIGN UP FOR SUMMER SESSION AT 
WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY!

WAKE FOREST
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CAROLINA DINING SERVICES

WE’RE ALSO HIRING AT...

VISIT DINING.UNC.EDU/EMPLOYMENT 
TO SEE OPEN POSITIONS & APPLY!

STARTING PAY $13/HOUR

FREE MEALS

WEEKLY PAY

OPPORTUNITY FOR GROWTH

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE

FULL TIME OPPORTUNITIES

BENEFITS

BARISTAS

LEAD COOKS & COOKS

BAKERS

FOOD SERVICE WORKERS

FOOD SERVICE LEADS

CASHIERS

CATERING WORKERS

& MORE!

OPEN POSITIONS

THE ULTIMATE TAR HEEL
SHOPPING EXPERIENCE

10%
off

year round discount:
students, faculty & military

Betting on the 
blues

DTH editor game predictions
North Carolina and Duke are both coming into their 

matchup on Saturday with identical records — and identical 
home/road splits. Duke is 11-0 at home so far and the Tar Heels 
haven’t look convincing on the road. It was a rough January for 
the Blue Devils. But if the second-best defense in the ACC can 
further clamp down on UNC’s already streaky shooting, the 
Blue Devils may be looking at their 12th home win. 

DUKE 73 – 69 UNC
Guillermo Molero

Editor-in-Chief

In a test of old vs. new, experience will go a long way in 
determining Saturday’s outcome. The Tar Heels haven’t been 
particularly impressive on the road, but the veterans will make 
enough plays down the stretch to sink the Blue Devils for the 
third consecutive time.

UNC 80 – 71 DUKE
Hunter Nelson 

Sports Editor

In a game between two inconsistent teams, Duke has the 
more impressive record in Quad 1 contests, with a 3-6 record 
compared to UNC’s 1-6 record. While UNC’s Armando Bacot is 
undeniably one of the best rebounders in college basketball, 
he’ll be put to the test against a Blue Devil squad that ranks 
first in the nation in offensive rebounding percentage.

DUKE 72 – 64 UNC

Remember Coach K’s last game in Cameron? Remember 
the Final Four? UNC may have had an up-and-down season, 
but this team knows how to handle the pressure against its 
arch-rival. Expect Armando Bacot to eat Filipowski’s lunch.

UNC 76 – 74 DUKE

Lucas Thomae
Assistant Sports Editor

Shelby Swanson
Assistant Sports Editor

The Bottom Line: DUKE 73 – 72 UNC
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Online Questionnaire-based COVID-19 Research Study
UNC Chapel Hill

HELP YOUR COMMUNITY WHILE ALSO BEING COMPENSATED FOR YOUR TIME

TAR HEELS

How North Carolina has fared this season

DTH DESIGN/ALAN CHEN
UNC junior guard Caleb Love (2) is pictured in the graphic. Photo taken by Ira Wilder.

UNC stats are accurate as of Tuesday, 
Jan. 31, due to our print deadline.

Entering the season as the 
nation’s top-ranked team, the 
North Carolina men’s basketball 
squad faced high expectations. But, 

to this point, the Tar Heels have 
struggled to live up to them.

After last season’s team made a 
run to the Final Four, UNC fans had 
a lot to look forward to, especially 
with four of five starters returning. 
The Tar Heels, however, lost four 
games in a row in an early stretch — 
knocking the preseason No. 1 team 
out of the AP poll altogether.

UNC has figured out some of 
its problems since then. The Tar 
Heels have gone 10-2 since that 
early skid, dropping games to Pitt 
and Virginia by a combined margin 

of less than 10 points. Still, some 
numbers remain concerning.

Caleb Love has taken nearly 25 
percent of the team’s shots – more 
than any other player on the roster 
– but he only makes his attempts at 
a 38 percent rate. 

The junior guard leads the team 
in 3-point attempts by a sizable 
margin, but he has been making just 
28 percent of his shots from behind 
the arc this year. Love’s shot selection 
might be to blame for his poor form 
from the field, as he often settles 
for contested jump shots in tight 

coverage and quick, off-balanced 
3-point attempts. 

The Tar Heels ’  frontcourt , 
consisting of senior center Armando 
Bacot, graduate forward Pete Nance 
and graduate wing Leaky Black, 
has been essential for UNC’s recent 
success. Bacot is averaging just under 
18 points per game alongside 11.4 
rebounds, and Nance is averaging 
10.9 points per game. Nance’s 
versatility has come up big for the 
Tar Heels, and he can provide some 
spacing with a 3-point percentage of 
35.5 percent.

The North Carolina basketball 
program has built a foundation on 
strong ball movement, and in the 
team’s recent string of success, the 
Tar Heels have done a better job 
sharing the ball. But the team still 
has a long way to go before it can 
reach its ceiling on the offensive end.

Currently, the Tar Heels rank 
214th in Division I in assists per game 
at 12.8. If UNC wants to excel in their 
remaining conference schedule and 
postseason play, they must find ways 
to generate playmaking.

Head coach Hubert Davis isn’t 
known to reach deep into his bench, 
but several reserve players have 
proven their worth when stepping in 
for injured starters this season. First-
year forward Jalen Washington, 
sophomore guard D’Marco Dunn, 
and junior forward Puff Johnson 
have all had breakthrough games. 
All three players are shooting higher 
than 43 percent from the field and 
were crucial in games where Bacot 
and Nance were unavailable. 

The Tar Heels are undefeated thus 
far in the Dean E. Smith Center, but 
they’ve had trouble securing victories 

on the road. UNC is 5-6 away from 
Chapel Hill, including victories in 
the Jumpman Invitational, the CBS 
Sports Classic and one win in the 
Phil Knight Invitational. 

Looking ahead through the 
remaining conference schedule, 
the Tar Heels will aim to secure 
tough victories at Duke, N.C. 
State, Wake Forest, Florida State 
and Notre Dame.

UNC’s play has been better as of 
late, but the team must improve its 
ball movement, continue to use its 

UNC’s frontcourt has 
shined, but backcourt 

still has room for growth 
By Jarrett Kidd

Staff Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @j_kidd03

TEAM GRADES

B
Overall Grade

B+
Offense

B
Defense

A-
Frontcourt

B-
Backcourt

B
Starters

B+
Bench
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BLUE DEVILS

How Duke’s basketball season has gone so far

Like North Carolina, Duke came 
into this season fresh off a Final 
Four appearance with aspirations 
of  making i t  back to  col lege 
basketball’s biggest stage.

And like their Tobacco Road 
counterpart, this Duke team hasn’t 
quite lived up to the preseason 
hype, sliding down the AP poll 
until  dropping out altogether 
earlier this month.

This iteration of the Blue Devils 
has a prototypical one-and-done 
build, with four first-years in the 
starting lineup led by one veteran 
floor general in junior guard Jeremy 
Roach. With first-year head coach 
Jon Scheyer at the helm, Duke has 
struggled to string together wins in 
conference play, losing four of its 
last 10 ACC matchups.

Duke boasts one of the tallest 
rosters in college basketball, and 
it has influenced the team’s style 
of play. While Roach and first-year 
Tyrese Proctor share ball-handling 
duties, the offense runs through 
first-year center Kyle Filipowski.

T h e  s e v e n - f o o t e r  f r o m 
Westtown, N.Y., is agile for his 
size, being able to space the floor, 
slash to the basket and distribute 
the ball. Plus, he’s only elevated 
his game as the season’s gone 
on, averaging 18 points and 11.8 
rebounds over his last six games. 
Few ACC teams re ly  on  one 
player as much as Duke relies 
on Filipowski — when he’s on 
the court, 29 percent of Duke’s 
possessions result in a Filipowski 
make, miss or turnover.

S e v e r a l  t a l e n t e d  b i g  m e n 
complement Filipowski in the 
frontcourt. Dereck Lively II, a 
7-foot-1 first-year, has blossomed 
into an elite rim protector while 
Ryan Young, a graduate transfer 
from Northwestern, is  one of 
t h e  m o s t  e ff i c i e n t  o ff e n s i v e 
rebounders and low-post scorers 
in the country.

Two talented first-years in Mark 
Mitchell and Dariq Whitehead 
are significant contributors as 
stretch forwards. Mitchell is a 
solid defender and converts his 
1.5 3-point attempts per game at 

a 39.4 percent clip. Whitehead, a 
consensus 5-star recruit, possesses 
big-time potential but has been 
hindered by nagging injuries 
throughout the season,  most 
recently spraining his lower left leg 
in a loss to Virginia Tech on Jan. 23.

While most players in the Blue 
Devils’ rotation aren’t afraid to shoot 
the ball, they don’t rely too heavily on 
3-pointers. In fact, only 32.5 percent 
of Duke’s total points come from 
3-pointers, which is in the bottom 
third of all Division I teams. Part of 
this could be the team’s subpar 3-point 
shooting percentage of 32.4 percent.

Another factor dragging down 
Duke’s offense is their ability to 
take care of the ball. The Blue 
Devils have a negative turnover 
margin, and that issue has been 
especially apparent in losses — 
they committed 21 turnovers in a 
24-point loss to N.C. State on Jan. 4.

But for what Duke lacks in 
offensive cohesion, they make 
up for in stifling defense. The 
Blue Devils allow an average of 
only 63.7 points per game, the 
program’s lowest mark since 2010.

Scheyer likes to utilize a full-
court  press ,  and his  team is 

exceptionally good at forcing their 
opponents to take tough shots. 
While the Blue Devils don’t force 
a remarkable amount of turnovers, 
they lock down the perimeter and 
crash the defensive glass hard.

Against a team like UNC that 
also grabs a lot of rebounds and 
struggles to consistently make 
3-pointers, winning the battle for 
the boards and running a patient 
offense could be the key to coming 
out on top on Saturday.

DTH DESIGN/CARSON ELM-PICARD
Duke junior guard Jeremy Roach (3) is pictured handling the ball in the graphic. Photo taken by Ira Wilder.  

While boasting a strong 
defense, the team lacks 

offensive cohesion
By Lucas Thomae

Assistant Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @lucasthomae

TEAM GRADES

B+
Overall Grade

C+
Offense

A
Defense

A
Frontcourt

B
Backcourt

B+
Starters

A-
Bench

Whether you need dessert delivery, curbside pickup, or something 
else, we make it easy to order cookies online and through the app.

OPENING SOON ON FRANKLIN ST.

RSI provides living options and related supports to people of all ages 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. We promote quality 
of life by maximizing self-determination, development of independent 
living skills, community involvement, meaningful social roles, and 
socially responsible behavior. RSI’s vision is to help children and adults  
to live lives characterized by happiness, dignity, health, and the highest 
possible degree of social responsibility and productivity.

We are hiring students, entry level and 
experienced individuals!

→ Gain experience related to your major
→ Great for Psychology, Sociology, Nursing, Pre-Med,

and other Human Services majors/degrees
→ Paid Internship opportunities
→ Entry-level, paid training

STUDENT
BENEFITS

Our entry level jobs are a great way to gain hands-on health care and human 
services experience! We provide the training and have various shifts available- 
daytime, evening, overnights... We even pay employees to sleep!

$500 Hiring Bonus!!  Positions available immediately! 
Start ASAP!

~ Established in 1974 ~

For more information or to apply, visit https://rsiinc.applicantpro.com/jobs/
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UNC and Duke graduates have excelled in our 2 1/2-year, highly experiential 
program of legal education. Learn more about Elon University School of Law,  
including our Robert E. Long Courtroom where the North Carolina Business 
Court hears cases, and where our moot court and mock trial teams compete. 

No wonder PreLaw Magazine consistently ranks us among the nation’s  
top schools for practical training.

CHEER ON YOUR COURTS.
THEN LEARN IN OURS.

DTH GRAPHIC/KENNEDY COX

THROWBACK

When the Tar Heels reclaimed the rivalry

Thirty years ago, a line was drawn. 
With a seemingly firm grip on 

the Tobacco Road rivalry following 
three straight rivalry game wins 
and back-to-back national titles, 
Duke arrived to Chapel Hill with 
the hopes of delivering another 
blow to the Tar Heels’ side. But as 
North Carolina left the floor in a 
convincing 83-69 triumph, a new 
gate had been opened. 

Not only did the win give the 
Tar Heels a boost of momentum, 
putting the finishing touches on a 
regular season that eventually led 
to the program’s third national title, 
it also sparked a string of seven 
consecutive rivalry victories to give 
UNC bragging rights it could boast 
for the rest of the decade.

“It was important for us to take 
some lumps and bumps throughout 
the season to refocus on our goals,” 
Eric Montross, a center for the Tar 
Heels from 1990 to 1994, said. “But 
it was also important for us to share 
these victories to prove we were 
making strides.”

With hindsight at their disposal, 
Montross and former assistant 
coach Dave Hanners might be 
the first to admit that despite 
the outing’s billing as a top-10 
matchup against an archrival, the 
contest was no different than the 
competitive ACC gauntlet the team 
had faced all year. Rather than 
worrying about bragging rights, 
the main priority was staying the 

After beating UNC three 
times in a row, the Blue 

Devils fell in 1993
By Hunter Nelson

Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @hunternelson_1

course en route to competing for a 
national championship.

But in the moment, the capacity 
crowd inside the Dean Smith 
Center — which even featured a 
small sect that rushed the floor 
in a rare rivalry court storming 
— highlighted a magnitude that 
existed in that particular moment.

“It feels more intense here than 
against anybody else,” then-junior 
guard Derrick Phelps told The 
New York Times after the game. 
“It’s a different type of atmosphere 
when Duke plays here.”

With Duke star  Grant Hil l 
s i d e l i n e d  w i t h  a  t o e  i n j u r y, 
Phelps played a decisive role in 
slowing down the Blue Devils’ 

All-American senior guard Bobby 
Hurley, who finished with just 
two makes in 12 attempts. While 
Phelps’ versatile offensive skillset 
— he finished with eight points, 
nine rebounds and seven assists 
— and defensive tenacity helped 
slow down the Duke’s production, 
another Tar Heel guard flashed 
signs of what was to come.

Despite coming off the bench 
for most of the season, sophomore 
guard Donald Williams lit it up from 
the perimeter with five 3-pointers 
to lead all scorers with 27 points. 
In the national championship 
game a month later, a game where 
Chris Webber’s infamous timeout 
s to le  the  nat ional  spot l ight , 

Williams became a Chapel Hill 
folk hero in his own right after a 
25-point performance helped him 
win the NCAA Tournament Most 
Outstanding Player Award.

“We got the ball inside better 
than any team in Carolina history,” 
Hanners said. “In that game, we 
had specific plays where it looked 
like we were going inside, but 
Donald would come off a secondary 
double (screen) and he made two 
threes off that play.”

Just a year removed from his 
career-defining role in the Tar 
Heels’ 75-73 win over No. 1 Duke, 
Montross had another standout 
outing that included a personal 
10-point scoring spurt that helped 

North Carolina balloon its lead to 
25 early in the second half.

The then-junior big man, who 
combined to score 30 points 
and grab 18 rebounds with his 
frontcourt running mate George 
Lynch, knew he did all that was 
needed to help the team pull off the 
win. But as he later mentioned, a 
quick glance at a stat sheet would 
have warranted a punishment from 
notoriously team oriented head 
coach Dean Smith, who forced the 
group to play as a cohesive unit.

“If  he caught us looking at 
individual stats, we ran,” Montross 
said. “You could recognize as a 
player if you shot or rebounded 
well, but he preached to us to play 
as we practiced. And I think that 
in the resulting victories that we 
had, we were focused on those 
components and getting better 
individually.”

Following a two-game losing 
skid in early February that included 
an 81-67 shellacking to the Blue 
Devils in Durham, the win marked 
the Tar Heels’ ninth consecutive 
victory before two more came in 
the opening rounds of the ACC 
Tournament. The team had title 
hopes in mind, but in the grander 
stage of the rivalry, a line was 
drawn in the figurative sand.

Hearing the players share their 
side of the tale, the effects will 
likely never fade away. 

“Thank goodness they’ve been 
as good as they’ve been while 
we’ve been as good as we’ve been,” 
Montross said. “Because it does 
make it more fun when you’re 
competing against the very best.”
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OUR TEAMS MAY BE RIVALs

WHEN IT COMES 
TO HOUSING THERE is 

NO COMPETITION

The lecturer began 
keeping stats as a 

UNC student
By Shelby Swanson
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

Meet the stat keeper of nearly 100 UNC-Duke games 

Twitter: @shelbymswanson

Numbers matter in basketball.
Percentages, raw figures and 

streaks are all pivotal in describing 
the flow of a game. If you’ve tuned 
into a UNC-Duke men’s basketball 
game in the last five decades and 
been hit by a startling statistic, 
you’ve probably benefited from 
the work of one American Civil 
War lecturer.

Fred W. Kiger, or ‘Freddie,” is 
known by his colleagues as a walking 
encyclopedia of ACC basketball 
knowledge. He’s not sure how many 
UNC-Duke basketball games he’s 
worked at this point, but he said the 
count is nearing 100. 

And, while the past few years 
have marked a transition period 
for the ACC in terms of coaching 
t u r n o v e r,  K i g e r  i s  p r o u d l y 
surviving the generational spans as 
a veteran statistician for countless 
broadcast outlets.

He has won three Sports Emmys 
for his work as an assistant producer 
on ESPN’s SportsCentury series. 

“He knows every person around these 

games,” ESPN analyst Jay Bilas said. “He 
is a joy of the league. Every time you 
walk into an arena, Fred is there.”

Although his love for statistics 
began in high school, Kiger truly got 
his foot in the door as a student at 
North Carolina.

Kiger lived in Teague Residence 
Hall with UNC women’s soccer coach 
and former intramural teammate 
Anson Dorrance in the early 1970s.

He said he was encouraged at the 
time to apply for a statistics position 
for the men’s basketball team. Former 
UNC men’s basketball coach Roy 
Williams, who worked with Kiger in 
the intramural sports office on campus, 
assisted Kiger in his application. 

“Who wouldn’t want to have a 
chance to be associated with Coach 
Smith and the Carolina basketball 
program?” Kiger said. “It was 
a chance for me to be a part of 
something special.”

Kiger was tasked with recording the 
assist-to-turnover ratio before former 
UNC men’s basketball coach Dean 
Smith put him in charge of a larger 
project —  charting basketball officials.

Every time there was a whistle 
b low in  a  UNC game,  Kiger 
charted everything from the call, 
score and name of the official, to 
the reaction on the court. 

He said he averaged nearly 100 
entries per game for two years when 
Smith finally called the investigation off.

“(Smith) came to me in that 
Midwestern, nasal twang of his, and 
said ‘Fred, there just doesn’t seem to 
be any trends whatsoever,’ Kiger said. 
“That’s where his head was. He was 
always thinking, always exploring 
to see how he might make the game 
more of a known commodity — more 
of something he may be able to be 
more aware of and control.”

In many ways, that’s the same 
approach that Kiger brings to his work 
as a statistician. The UNC-Duke game, 
with its storied history and countless 
specialty stats, is no exception.

This weekend, Kiger will be 
focused on the details. 

“There’s something about that 
game that you want to bring your 
best to,” Kiger said. “In preparation 
for the upcoming game, I’ll probably 
do three or five hours of research 
before I even get to Cameron Indoor.”

While Kiger likes to think of 
himself as a mere percussionist to 
the symphony orchestra that is a 
basketball broadcast, every now and 
then, he gets the chance to shine 
through like a crashing symbol. 

In J.J. Redick’s final home game 
in Cameron, an 83-76 UNC win, a 
producer gave Kiger the unofficial 
title for ‘stat of the game’ for his work 
documenting a Redick scoring drought.

“We’ve established our credibility, 
so people look to us,” John Maddrey, 
a longtime statistician and partner of 
Kiger’s, said. “When an announcer 
starts a sentence and looks to (us) to 
provide them the data or the number 
to complete the sentence, having that 
working relationship and being able 
to provide that is very invigorating.”

The work of Kiger, while often 
overlooked by viewers at home, doesn’t 
go unrecognized by the announcers he 
works with. Both Wes Durham and 
Mike Patrick complimented Kiger’s 
preparation, saying that he makes 
their jobs easier and less stressful to 
complete on the air. 

“When you’re always doing an 
exceptional job, that’s what people 
always expect from you,” Patrick said. 
“We’d always say (to Fred) ‘Great 
job, that was terrific,’ and we meant 
it. But how do you exceed virtual 
perfection? That’s what I always got.”

As for this Saturday, Kiger said 
he’ ll be keeping an eye on the 
number of touches Bacot gets and 
what he does with the ball. Duke’s 
offensive rebounding and bench 
usage and UNC’s points off turnovers 
are a few of the specialty stats that 
Kiger predicts will be important.

His stats pages this weekend will 
also be littered with notes from his 
preparation, decorated with season 
highs and season lows in points and 
shooting percentages.

And even though he’s nearing 
game 100, Kiger still gets just as 
excited. as when he worked his first 
UNC-Duke game back in 1974.

FEATURE

DTH/SHELBY SWANSON
American Civil War lecturer Fred Kiger sits outside of The Purple Bowl on Franklin Street on Wednesday, Jan. 25. 
Kiger has kept stats for nearly 100 UNC-Duke games.
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Quantum Soul is an eclectic metaphysical gift shop enhance your 
vibration with Crystals, Jewelry, Tarot & Oracle cards, Books, Candles, 
Clothes, Incense, Essential Oils & Home Goods. Treat yourself to the 

magic or find an amazing gift for someone you care about.

Quantum Soul owners Lynn 
MagikCraft Swain, International 
Psychic Medium, plus Tom Swain, 
native of NC, have a mission to 

raise the vibration and open up the 
magic, encouraging people to stand 
in their power and follow their soul 
goal by utilizing the spiritual tools 
and magical aids in our shops.

~ L O C A T I O N S ~
Quantum Soul 

 Franklin St. Chapel Hill
Bull City Magic 
9th St. & Perry

Magic on 70
 70 in Hillsbourgh, NC

by MagikCraft

PURE HOOPERS

DTH defeats Duke Chronicle 2-1 in rivalry game

The UNC-Duke rivalry hasn’t 
been the same in three years.

Since 2020, The Daily Tar Heel 
and The Chronicle, Duke’s student 
newspaper, have been unable to take 
to the court to compete in the Battle 
of the Blues: Newspaper Edition — 
a basketball game that holds both 
schools hostage. Doubts rose over 
which newsroom had the purest-
hooping sports desk. 

T he  two ne wsrooms came 
together to restart the annual 
tradition of a pickup game between 
the two sides to increase awareness 
for their Rivalry Challenge — an 
eight-day fundraising campaign to 
raise money for their newsrooms.

On Jan. 20, UNC shut them 
down definitively, winning 2-1 in a 
three-game thriller in Chapel Hill. 

In the weeks leading up to the 
game, DTH players were lulled into 
a false sense of complacency. After 
three years without facing each 
other, the DTH was unsure of what 
to expect from The Chronicle. 

So when they entered the Rams 

Head Recreation Center, the DTH 
team was shocked to find a swarm 
of people — at least 25 deep — 
dressed in dark blue, drilling layup 
lines before the game. 

Despite being outnumbered on 
their own stomping grounds, DTH 
sophomore senior writer Evan Rogers 
said the extra support didn’t bother him.

“It was honestly cool, I didn’t 
mind them having a lot of bodies,” 
Rogers said. “A lot of their bodies 
just weren’t very good.” 

However, the extra bodies proved 
useful, and The Chronicle put up 
a fight in the first game, holding a 
four-point lead early on and staying 
close throughout. It was ultimately 
unsuccessful, and Rogers scored the 
game-winning points on an assist 
from DTH senior Sports Editor Hunter 
Nelson to give the DTH an early 1-0 
lead in the series with a 25-21 win.

The second game saw the two 
sides traded buckets before a buzzer-
beater from Chronicle Chronicle 
first-year Ranjan Jindal clinched a 
28-26 Duke victory to tie the series.

The army of Duke students 
broke out into raucous applause — 
something Rogers found to be over-
the-top but not intimidating. 

“They were celebrating like they 
had just won the whole thing,” he said. 
“They stormed the court, basically. I 
was confused, because I didn’t think 
they won the first game, and then I 
remembered I hit the game-winner so 
I knew they didn’t.”

The DTH came out of the gate 

DTH/KENNEDY COX
Daily Tar Heel Assistant City & State Editor Ethan Horton drives toward the basket during the rivalry basketball game 
against The Duke Chronicle in Rams Head Recreation Center on Friday, Jan. 20. DTH beat The Chronicle 2-1.

hot in the final game, earning a 
substantial 13-3 lead, helped by the 
the exit of Jindal, who left mid-game 
due to leg cramping. However, other 
players stepped up in his place, like 
sophomore Franck Djidjeu, whose 
dangerous shooting ability kept the 
Durham side competitive. 

But The Chronicle was not the only 
team that saw players clutch up down 
the stretch. The DTH had a last-minute 
appearance from sophomore Senior 
Writer Daniel Wei, which spelled doom 
for the players from Durham. 

Battling a long-standing knee injury 
and a scheduled rest day, it was unclear 
if Wei would play. But when he heard 
the news that Duke had won the second 
game, he knew he had no choice. 

After checking in, he sank two three-
pointers in his brief time on the court. 
The Chronicle never again got close, 
and the DTH ultimately won 26-18. 

The last game required all the 
basketball skill gained from covering 
the sport, and the DTH called on their 
most experienced players. Nelson was 
playing for his legacy in his last year of 
eligibility, and he scored eight points 
in the third game, clinching his spot 
as the DTH’s top scorer of the series.

“From a standpoint of:  the 
passion for the game, the intensity, 
the rivalry, the rivalry edition,” he 
said. “Donate at dailytarheel.com. 
That’s what we’re here for.”

Junior Chronicle Sports Editor 
Jonathan Levitan said he was proud of 

his team’s effort in a tough conference 
matchup, and was looking forward to 
continuing the tradition in the future. 

“There’s no Duke without UNC, 
no UNC without Duke,” he said. 
“We’re proud of our newsroom 
and to be out here celebrating and 
fighting for student journalism with 
a great paper like the DTH.”

The Chapel Hill newsroom may 
have won out on the court, but it’s up 
to the donors at home to push the DTH 
over the top in the Rivalry  Challenge.

To donate, go to bit.ly/beatdook. 
The donation period ends at 6 p.m. 
on Saturday, Feb. 6. 

Twitter: @hamsinisiva3 
@PeaceGwen

Newsrooms’ sports desks 
go head-to-head in 

annual basketball game

and Hamsini Sivakumar
Staff Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

By Gwen Peace
Senior Writer

“From a standpoint of: the passion for the game, the 
intensity, the rivalry, the rivalry edition — Donate at 

dailytarheel.com. That’s what we’re here for.”
Hunter Nelson

Sports Editor
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE!  
CAROLINANEUROSTIMULATION.ORG

WE ARE ACTIVELY RECRUITING PARTICIPANTS
FOR SEVERAL CLINICAL RESEARCH STUDIES ON

DEPRESSION. JOIN OUR REGISTRY TO FIND 
OUT IF YOU ARE ELIGIBLE FOR A STUDY.

INTERESTED IN JOINING A
RESEARCH STUDY?

CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
GROWTH OF SCIENTIFIC 

KNOWLEDGE AND RECEIVE 
COMPENSATION FOR YOUR TIME

ALL STUDIES ARE IRB-APPROVED, COMPLETELY VOLUNTARY, AND WILL NOT AFFECT YOUR STANDING WITH UNC-CHAPEL HILL. IRB# 22-1407. IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS
OR CONCERNS ABOUT YOUR RIGHTS AS A RESEARCH SUBJECT, YOU MAYCONTACT THE UNC INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD AT CONTACT IRB_SUBJECTS@UNC.EDU

Thank you to our 2023 Rivalry Edition 
sponsors:
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