
We represent student organizations from across the University of Pennsylvania that have grown increasingly 
concerned about the well-being and safety of our immigrant members over the past several months. We applaud 
your steadfast leadership and support for immigrants who have come to work or study at Penn, lending their 
intelligence, ingenuity, and unique experiences to Penn’s rich intellectual life.

In January, you offered Penn’s full support to those affected by President Trump’s Muslim ban, including pro 
bono legal representation where needed. We write today to ask that Penn make a similar commitment to those 
students, faculty, and staff affected by the end of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program.
 
Specifically, we urge Penn to announce its intent to provide or arrange pro bono legal representation for any 
Penn student recipient of DACA challenging a deportation order, or any other order issued against him or her as 
a result of this unjust policy decision.

We also ask Penn to help make this support the norm for other organizations, both non-profit and for-profit. 
Apple, Microsoft, the University of California, and Harvard University have already announced similar support. 
Penn’s leadership can be a catalyst for other institutions to do the same.

The DACA program has helped provide much needed certainty and opportunity to hundreds of thousands of 
immigrants who have grown up as Americans. It allowed our friends and colleagues to pursue an education 
so they could give back to this country—for most, the only home they have ever known. Its imminent demise 
places some of America’s most promising young people in danger from an increasingly aggressive immigration 
force. Penn students are certain to be among the victims of these developments, and they need the university’s 
support in this trying hour. We hope Penn stands ready to give it fully and without delay.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter—as the deadline for requesting a status review under DACA 
is fast approaching, we ask that you respond by September 25 so DACA recipients can be assured of the 
University’s support as soon as possible.

Dear President Gutmann,

Sincerely,
The Graduate and Professional Student Assembly of the University of Pennsylvania
Signed September 14, 2017

The Undergraduate Assembly of the University of Pennsylvania
Signed September 24, 2017
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