
 

 

FOR RELEASE: Please consider running in full 
September 20, 2017 
 

To: Daily Pennsylvanian, campus community 
From: Dr. Valarie Swain-Cade McCoullum, Vice Provost for University Life 
Re: Seeking Suggestions to Further Promote A Safe and Responsible Community (9/20/17 
– 9/30/17) 
 

The Spring, 2017 Task Force on a Safe and Responsible Campus Community provided 
students, staff, and faculty with important opportunities to come together in groups large 
and small to talk about Penn’s student social culture and to share concerns. Task Force 
members listened, learned, and followed the lead of students who urged the University to 
think more broadly about student rights and responsibilities, student safety, and student 
accountability irrespective of where they reside and access academic coursework, and 
across all student events and activities.  

For more than 20 years, some, but not all, student groups have been required to register 
their social events. Some groups told us they felt they were held to higher behavioral 
standards than their friends and peers in other organizations. Also, we learned that 
students living off campus may not have fully understood that they, too, are subject to 
University policies and city, state, and federal laws in their residences. Students also told us 
that they want to be mindful of the impact of their behavior on each other, on the groups 
they belong to, and in the communities in which they live and thrive.  

Our University fully embraces students’ rights to relax and unwind wherever they live or 
socialize. We are committed to helping students have safe, responsible, lawful, and fun 
events – with or without alcohol.  

The Office of Student Affairs, the Office of Alcohol and Other Drug Program Initiatives, and 
the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life, among many other University offices, are working 
closely with partners in the Division of Public Safety and the Division of Recreation and 
Intercollegiate Athletics (DRIA) to educate students about Penn policies and procedures, 
and to implement these protocols across all student groups. We’ve held one-on-one 
meetings and small-group discussions. We’ve talked to Greek council leaders and members 
of identified off-campus organizations.  



Last semester, the Task Force supported the Daily Pennsylvanian, the Undergraduate 
Assembly (UA), and the Graduate and Professional Student Assembly (GAPSA) to hold a 
student-led Town Hall, Improving Campus Culture: A Discussion of Student Safety, 
Interpersonal Violence, and Substance Use. Last week, VPUL hosted an informational session 
at the Palestra for nearly 800 students representing more than 300 different varsity 
athletic teams, club sports, registered groups, and identified organizations with 
undergraduate, graduate, and professional student members. 

All students and groups are expected to follow state and local laws, and relevant Penn 
policies. Students can and do socialize informally in College Houses, off-campus 
apartments, in local venues, and around the globe. Student organizations wishing to host 
and sponsor events are expected to register with the Office of Alcohol and Other Drug 
Program Initiatives (AOD). 

We are delighted to share that 49 applications for registered events, including many from 
registered Greek organizations, already have been submitted to date this academic year.  Of 
those, 16 were approved and took place in the first month of the semester. Another 29 
applications are proposed for the coming weeks and under AOD review. Several of these 
new event requests are from identified off-campus groups who have provided the 
University with member rosters and are working with administrative staff to ensure safe 
and successful social events. We applaud the initiative many of these previously 
“underground” groups are taking and appreciate their understanding the necessity to hire 
trained bartenders and security for their events. We look forward to facilitating thoughtful 
social programming on campus, in off-campus residences, and at third-party venues. 

Each weekend, also, Penn students are interacting with a larger group of Event Observers, 
educational program staff from AOD who work on and off campus to check in on registered 
events and to provide support to event hosts. Great effort is made to work with student 
hosts and Penn Police to address issues in real-time so registered events can continue, but 
some hosts may be asked to conclude the event if life safety or policy violations are 
observed.  Our event observers have reported that the vast majority of student events and 
activities that they have partnered with this semester have been handled extremely well by 
student hosts. 

Our work with students is a process that can always benefit from ongoing conversations 
and collaborations. To that end, we invite students to submit suggestions for further 
enhancements for how the University supports student events and activities via a new 
comment period we are implementing.  

VPUL appreciates the close communication and collaboration University staff have had, and 
will continue to have, with student leaders in registered, recognized, and identified groups, 
on and off campus. We recognize the leadership roles they play in the student social life and 
in the greater Penn community.  
 



We will work directly with the UA and GAPSA to consider community suggestions for 
further enhancements in our University support of events and activities.  We are opening 
an immediate comment period where all students and organizations are invited to send 
suggestions.  
 
Please direct any and all suggestions, through September 30, 2017, to 
vpul-central@pobox.upenn.edu.  
 
We will then work directly with the UA and GAPSA to consider recommendations and to 
move forward, together, to even further support a student social life that optimally sustains 
our beloved community.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact:  
Monica Yant Kinney, Executive Director, Strategy, Communications, and External Affairs 
Division of the Vice Provost for University Life 
University of Pennsylvania 
mokinney@upenn.edu 
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