ENTRAL MICHIGAN 1

'C
LI L

YV VVVVARTLIFE LU

NOVEMBER 14, 2024 || MOUNT PLEASANT, Mi

=

:.
)
:

t

SOARING EAGLE

CASINO & RESORT"

"

MHHH““Q»’\ !;
ST ‘n" -

Get your tickets at Soaring Eagle Casino

WITH
SPECIAL GUE
or Saganing Eagles Landing Casino Box

I
Offices, ETIX.COM or call 1.800.513.ETIX

—HINDER

& A, E OYSTER CULT
PN VA > > RN U
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15 SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16 SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23 SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6
COESLC')ESI'VE 8PM GIRLS NIGHT 8PM OA,I,':,EGE PM TOMQ"'H?MES 8PM CHEAP TRICK 8pm
ENTERTAINMENT HALL ENTERTAINMENT HALL ENTERTAINMENT HALL ENTERTAINMENT HALL WSG BLUE OYSTER CULT
WSG HINDER $39, $51, 565, $71 out $25 | MUST BE 18+ BOYS $32, 44, $55, $61 SHONDELLS $35,$47, $58, $64

ENTERTAINMENT HALL
$62,576, $89, $96



LIFE | CENTRAL MICHIGAN LIFE | CM-LIFECOM | NOVEMBER 14,2024 02

. . F COLLECTED
- Q)/' or - o» BUS STOPS

These stops are pre-paid, sponsored
by our many partner organizations)

MERDOM COMMUTER SHUTTLE ROUTES
Southpoint/Winchester :15 45 EVERY 1/2 HOUR

Village at Bluegrass 21 51 EVERY 1/2 HOUR
University Meadows 25 55 EVERY1/2HOUR MOSHER I Michigan
Union Square 29 :59  EVERY1/2HOUR 18 Works O
Target UPON REQUEST DOWNTOWN  ( N EloA ] -
Music Bldg. - Lot#33 142 :12  EVERY 1/2 HOUR PLEASANT ;
Washington/Ojibway 44 :14 EVERY1/2HOUR _ WISCONSIN & o
Anspach/Pearce 45 15 EVERY1/2 HOUR Z = \clLaren =
Ronan/Grawn 47 17  EVERY1/2HOUR = 7] = COMMUNITY
Main St./Gaylord 48 18 EVERY L2HOW =L s B S RECKEATION
MMC/DOAN CENTER UPON REQUEST T
Washington/Clayton :05 :35  EVERY1/2 HOUR HIGH ST. _
Larzalere 06 :36  EVERY1/2HOUR m\MZO/ — »n REMUS RD
Wightman :07  :37  EVERY1/2HOR WEST S HIGH ST.
Park Library :08 :38 EVERY 1/2 HOUR b
Music Bldg. - Lot#33 112 :42 EVERY 1/2 HOUR TO BIG RAPIDS Northwest g BELLOWS
Mt. Pleasant a
High School o
= 5
5 - PRESTON = e
SAC/McGuirk 13 43 BERVIZHOR | D ) Q o
Stadium Mall UPONREQUEST | = S %) =
TJ Maxx UPON REQUEST c F
Walmart UPON REQUEST s -
Copper Beech 26 56  EVERY1/2HOUR Deming B SCAN AND SAVE MAP
The Reserve 28 58  EVERY12HOR Edgewood Yorkshire‘ TO YOUR PHONE
Jamestown :30 :00  EVERY1/2HOWR | BROOMFIELD ammons BROOMFIELD
Yorkshire Commons :33 :03 EVERY 1/2 HOUR 7 L o
Music Bldg.- Lot#33 42  :12 EVERY 1/2 HOUR QLTS ow | S I Seuteoin Vilaee/ lrﬁ- resore (i
ACENTER c University ré‘
Meadows 2 ‘ Jamestown
) : ) cMu = 2 Apts.
Theunissen oMU >
. . Stadium Kelly/Short Village at
TOWERS @7/11 :15 45 EVERY1/2HOUR i s Bluegrass
Deming Edgewood :16 46 EVERY 1/2 HOUR
Westpoint Village :18 48 EVERY 1/2 HOUR Westpoint BLUEGRASS Menards
Deerfield Village 20 :50  EVERY1/2HOR Village O ‘ Copper
Lexington Ridge :25 E90) EVERY 1/2 HOUR Dick's Sporting e
Theunissen Stadium Lot#70  :27 :57 EVERY 1/2 HOUR DENISON DR O 1Jmaxx
Communter Lot #75 29 59 EVERY1/2HOR WALMART O Kohl -
SAC/McGuirk 30 :00  EVERY1/2HOUR
Music Bldg. - Lot#33 :42  :12  EVERY 1/2 HOUR DEERFIELD s
EFFECTIVE AUGUST 2022 % o O z cie O
QS| B2 3£ Deerfield Lexington Z SOUTH
ST 5< Vill Rid =
COMMUTER SHUTTLE: 2 £ § M= - JOA
MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM 9 = E 3
8:00PM & 10;30PM RETURN FROM PARK LIBRARY TO APT.
COMPLEXES ONLY

REQUEST STOPS: o REGULAR FARE $2.00

EVERY HALF HOUR SHUTTLE STOPS:

/\BUS STOPS
No fare collected/prepaid stops
by contract with our partners

COMMUTER SHUTTLE OPERATES

LATE AUGUST THROUGH

> EARLY MAY

WHEN CMU CLASSES

o | 4 ARE IN SESSON
N ¢ [0

ictchus.com (989) 772-9441

an wave All buses flex 1/4 mile of published route, call ahead for service

# APARTMENT COMPLEX STOPS
Rides for residents prepaid by complex




03

CENTRAL MICHIGAN LIFE | CM-LIFECOM | NOVEMBER 14,2024 | LIFE

A note from the editor-in-chief

By Lauren Rice
Editor-in-chief

appy Thanksgiv-
ing! I think. Well,
except for the

Native American popula-
tions around the country,
the people around the
rest of the world who
don’t celebrate this ques-
tionable holiday and, of
course, turkeys.

It’s a strange celebra-
tion. For some people, it is
still a commemoration of
European settlers having
their first successful harvest
on new land. For others, it’s
less about the history, and
more about the opportunity

For some it might be
easy to forget that Novem-
ber isn’t just the autum-
nal month surrounding
Thanksgiving, it’s Native
American Heritage Month.
And the day after Thanks-
giving- known colloquially
as “Black Friday,” (to round
out the stereotypical U.S.
cultural experience of
overeating and capitalism)
is actually Native American
Heritage Day.

These are often forgot-
ten because they were
never taught in the first
place. When I was in grade
school, I definitely wasn’t
learning that shortly after
Thanksgiving the Pequot
Tribe was massacred by
settlers, or that English
colonizers stole food and
robbed Wampanoag graves
to survive their first winter.

Instead of the day of
celebration that it is for
some Americans, Thanks-
giving is a National Day

Every tribe and individual
is entitled to their own
perspective on the day, but
this day of mourning was
organized by the United
American Indians of New
England in 1970, according
to Native Hope.

The point I'm trying to
make is that the traditional
American Thanksgiving
is only part of the story.
The rest is not one I am
entitled to tell. Instead, I'll
encourage you to do what
I'll be doing leading up to
and during the Thanksgiv-
ing break at the end of the
month: educating myself,
having conversations and
keeping my mind open to
new ideas.

In whatever form it
comes, from our office
family to yours, please en-
joy the break. If we learn to
be better neighbors while
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Silence speaks

In the past, the Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding
School was a dark place. Now, the Saginaw Chippewa
Indian Tribe is planning what’s next for those buildings.

Letters to you

Reactions to the recent federal election vary. No matter
who was elected, the work was going to continue. Our
editors talk about how to move forward.

Dreams do come true

Or, they do if you're Simone Potgieter. She wanted to
travel the world, and this field hockey defensive back is
certainly far from home.

How far can a smile go?
For this defensive lineman, pretty far. Read how Jason
Williams is a light for the people around him.

Test your smarts!
Do you think you’re smarter than a CM-Lifer? Tune in to
this week’s episode of “Are you smarter” to find out.
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On the cover: Ms. Margo poses for a portrait on Friday, Nov. 8, in The Bone Reader - Indian Spirit
Store. (Audrey Konitsney | CM-Life)
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Campus
commemorations

November is Native American Heritage
month, and multiple events are scheduled for
Central Michigan University's campus to put
efforts into cultural exposure and education.
The following are some of the programs
planned for this month:

=15

® (ocou, Crafts and Beading
1-3 p.m. Bovee U.C. Room 108

—
=
®  Shi Shi Be - Bodewadmi Bingo

6 p.m. Engineering & Technology
Room 116

Ll
— )
—
®  Two-Spirit Talking Circle
5-7 p.m., Bovee U.C. Room 108

=9

Indigenous food tasting with Chef
Sam Anglin

5-7:30 p.m., The Eatery at The Towers

For more information and
events, scan the QR code

N |

Audrey Konitsky | Staff photographer

Margo Anna Victoria Rhell Sanchez Seraté Smith Tindall Smith Greenbird Jablonowski, also known as Walking Wolf Eyes or ‘Ms. Margo’ poses for a
portrait on Friday, Nov. 8, in The Bone Reader - Indian Spirit Store in Macomb County.

Sharing her visions

For Indigenous seer Ms. Margo, a descendant of the Saginaw
Chippewa Indian Tribe, once-in-a-century gift is a beautiful blessing

By Courtney Boyd
News editor

and turquoise room. A mixture of earthy, herbal
scents filled the air, rising to meet the handmade
dreamcatchers dangling from the ceiling and wrapping
around the back corner of the space, where various soaps,
oils, paintings and dolls made of grass could be found.
A small table sat next to the window, with beaver pelts
and a drawstring bag of animal bones on it. Sitting at
the far end of the table was the building’s owner: Margo
Anna Victoria Rhell Sanchez Seraté Smith Tindall Smith
Greenbird Jablonowski, also known as Walking Wolf Eyes.
But she said people just call her “Ms. Margo.”
Ms. Margo is a 58-year-old Indigenous seer who
currently lives near Romeo. She’s half Chippewa, a quarter

Calming music echoed around the lime green

Ottawa and a quarter Mayan/Atzec. She said only four
clairvoyants, or people gifted to see events from people’s
past and future, are chosen for her clan every 100 years,
and her parents knew when she was born it was between
her or her twin sister, Marlene.

“I have lighter skin and lighter eyes,” she said. “My twin
has very dark hair, darker skin, darker eyes. ... So that’s
how they knew it was one of us.”

Ms. Margo said she’s had the gift of seeing visions as
long as she can remember. She said she remembers how
it felt to be born, and has early memories of being bathed
in the sink next to her sister. She also said she remembers
her grandmother, Viola Smith, or “Granny Smith,” would
whisper messages into her ear as an infant.

Ms. Margo grew up in Ferndale, with her father, Melvil
Smith of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, and her
mother, Esther, who is Mexican and Atzec. She said she
grew up with both indigenous and Catholic teachings, and
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that influenced her to view
religion differently.

“My mother and father were
very open minded to all
religions and spirituality,” she
said. “My father used to tell the
story about Chief Red. ... When
white people came to Chief Red
and said ‘You must believe this
book’ ... at the time, he said
‘You have Protestant, Catholics,
Baptists, and you all fight. We
just believe.’

“So I think it’s just believing
in what you feel is true.

(Being) honest, kind, caring,
wise, loving... And how even
though we go through tragedy,
hurt, pain, sorrow, depression,
we can have hope and emerge
back up. So to me, it’s all the
same religion.”

Ms. Margo said this
viewpoint shapes her
practices today, and that she
understands others may judge
her and what she does, but her
religious viewpoints make it not
affect her as deeply.

‘Overwhelming and
beautiful’

Today, Ms. Margo said she offers psychic readings,
such as messages from past people or predictions for
the future, online through her website. She said when
she does readings, she doesn’t even need divination
tools and can just close her eyes and see the visions she
needs to based on the questions the clients ask her.

“I just close my eyes and trust myself, trust God,”
she said. “And I don’t remember all of what I say.

It’s almost like going in a
little trance, which is good
because at times ... it gets
really heavy. So I'm glad
that God does not have
me remember it
all or carry it
on my heart.
Sometimes
it takes a
little while
to kind of
release
that heavy
energy
(after a
session).”

Audrey Konitsky | Staff photographer
Ms. Margo makes and sells traditional prayer dolls, such as the one seen in this picture, as well as dream catchers,
protective oils, soaps and more. She said she has made fewer dolls after COVID-19 due to supply shortages.

She said questions about love and money are the
most common, but she has many moments with clients
that have stuck with her.

For example, she did a reading for a female client
where she saw a woman and started to taste butter
pecan ice cream (which, she noted, is a flavor she
doesn’t like).

After Ms. Margo told the client what she saw and
tasted, the woman broke down crying.

“She goes, ‘That was my partner, she died. That
was the last thing she ate,”” Ms. Margo said. “I got
goosebumps, I freaked myself out. When things like
that happen, it is overwhelming and beautiful ”

Ms. Margo said she does have some divination tools
at her disposable, such as animal bones like bird talons
and whale teeth, but she doesn’t necessarily need
them. She said these tools were passed down to her,
but didn’t come directly from her family members.

“They all represent or mean something, depending
on how it’s laid, and what it’s laid next to,” she said.
“Some have been stolen or taken from me, or lost.
Some people toss them up in the air like it’s confetti.”

Sharing her gifts

On her website, Ms. Margo sells protection oil made
from sage and chamomile, as well as goat milk soap
with other herbs included in it. She also sells various
handmade items such as dreamcatchers, drums, prayer
dolls and paintings.

Audrey Konitsky | Staff photographer

Ms.Margo works with her husband to make traditional Indigenous drums. The materials for the
drums are acquired through trade.

Out of all of those items, she
said the protection oil is a best
seller, and she said it was
actually created because of one
of her nephews.

“He had bad asthma and we
couldn’t smudge around him,”
she said. “He would get an
asthma attack. I had a dream
and vision to have sage oil and
chamomile because I thought
chamomile would help calm and
relax him. I bought those two
and put Vitamin E oil in it too
so you can wear it and always
be protected. He grew out of the
asthma, but now I still sell the
crap out of it.”

While her indigenous heritage
shows up in craft and work, Ms.
Margo said it also has shaped
her as a person. She said growing
up, her family was discriminated
against in the city, and only in
recent years she’s seen people
start to respect indigenous
culture and want to learn more
about it.

“It’s not something I tell
people every single day,” she
said. “(But) It’s a great honor. It’s really honoring your
ancestors in your heart. When you say honor, you're
not just honoring who you are today, you're honoring
the past and the future.”

Ms. Margo said at her house, she hosts drum circles
both for adults and for children. She said the family
and community aspects are very important to her.

“Back in the day, you would never call anybody,” she
said. “You would just drive by and knock on the front
door and visit people. They don’t do that nowadays. I
have two people and they’re both natives that will do
that still.

“That friendliness, that respect, the spontaneity,
regardless of what that other person might be doing in
their own home and everything. ... They’re there to visit
the person, not the home.”

Ms. Margo plans to be in Mount Pleasant for a
Psychic and Holistic Expo happening from 9 a.m to 6
p-m on Nov. 16 and 17 at the Morey Courts Recreation
Center. She said she will have her own booth and will
be selling the same items from her online shop.

Those interested in attending and meeting her in
person can purchase tickets on Eventbrite.
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Saginaw Chippewa
Indian Tribe aims to
renovate parts of
industrial school

By Blace Carpenter
Staff reporter

Silence s

is looking into a five to 10-year plan

to renovate and restore the remaining
buildings of the Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial
Boarding School (MIIBS) in the hopes of opening
the campus to the public and honoring those
affected by its dreadful history.

Christian Nakarado is the architect behind the
school’s restoration. He said that some of the
buildings on Crawford Road just north of
Pickard Road may remain closed after the
project’s completion.

“The phrase we keep using is ‘we want the
silence inside these buildings to speak for
themselves,” Nakarado said. “That probably
means that we don’t renovate for the reuse of
any of the buildings except for the workshop. We
want to encourage people who might visit the site
to engage in a quiet reflection.”

He said the school’s workshop will be turned
into a community center where the visitors can
attend events.

“There is definitely a plan to open up the
workshop building for a more consistent presence
on the site every day of the week,” Nakarado said.
“There are a couple of different tribal programs
that we’re thinking might go in there: ... the tribal
language program, perhaps parts of the Tribal
Historic Preservation Office’s activities.

“What we planned for on the ground floor of that
building is kind of multi-purpose community space
that could serve all kinds of different functions.”

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe (SCIT)

A space to heal

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer and
Chairwoman of the MIIBS Committee Marcella
Hadden meets monthly with her team to discuss
updates on th school.

She said there is a lot of work that will be done
to the campus in the coming years. The first on
her to-do list is to remove toxic materials from
the buildings.

“The buildings are contaminated but we are
restoring them right now,” Hadden said. “We did get a
grant from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law ... to get
rid of all the lead and asbestos.”

She said other plans for this project include a
potential memorial garden and ensuring that the
buildings’ structural integrity is safe for visitors.

“It’s going to encompass culture, language, healing
and arts,” Hadden said.

Currently, the campus is closed to the public.

The dark history of MIIBS

The creation of Native American boarding schools
can be traced to United States Army Officer Richard
Henry Pratt, who socially experimented on Apache
prisoners of war at Fort Marion, Florida, after the
Red River War. He forced the Apache men to cut
their hair, learn English and dress in traditional
military uniforms.

In 1879, he opened Carlisle Indian Industrial School
and used the same method of assimilation on Native
American children. In 1891, the U.S.

Congress funded the creation of boarding schools for
native children across the country, according to the
Ziibiwing Center.

The MIIBS opened its doors on June 30, 1893.

“*Kill the Indian and save the man’ was Richard
Pratt’s model,” Hadden said. “That’s how it started.”

For over four decades, children were taken from
their homes and sent to the MIIBS, where they were

Courtesy image | Ziibiwing Center
Students at the Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School stand in line on the campus grounds in this circa-1910 photo.

forced to learn English, convert to Christianity and
stripped of their traditions. Many lost contact with
their families, according to Hadden.

She said students had schedules designed
similarly to those of officers in the military.

“The children were up at 5 a.m, they had very little
free time and then they were taught writing and
reading,” Hadden said. “The schools were run by
churches, the Catholics, Methodists, but they were run
in a military form.”

In 1928, the U.S. government released the
Meriam Report, which found that disease was running
rampant through the schools and that students were
extremely malnourished.

The MIIBS continued operating for another six
years, and officially closed on June 6, 1934.

According to Hadden and research from the
Ziibiwing Center, 220 students died during their time
in the school.

“Think about that in today’s society,” Hadden said.
“Could you imagine just one child passing away in a
boarding school today?”

Every June 6, the Tribe opens the school campus
for the “Honoring, Healing and Remembering” event,
where members honor the students who passed and
those who were affected by the abuse caused by the
industrial school.

News
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Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or
of the press; or the right of
the people to peaceably
assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of
grievances.

— The First Amendment of the
Constitution of the United States

RESOURCES

If you or someone you know is struggling with their mental
health, feel free to reach out to the Central Michigan
University Counseling Center.

Appointments can be set up by calling the office at 989-774-
3381 or stopping by the office at Foust Hall 102.

YOUR TURN

We welcome letters to the editor and guest columns. All
submissions columns must include a name, address,
organization university affiliation (if any) and phone number
for verification. Anonymous letters will not be printed.
Central Michigan Life reserves the right to edit all letters
and columns for style, length, libel, redundancy, clarity,
civility and accuracy. Letters should be no more than 450
words in length. Longer guest columns must remain under
750 words. CM Life reserves the right to print any original
content as a letter or guest column. Submission does not
guarantee publication.

Our views on the future

Members of the editorial board share their thoughts in
open letters to the community

.
&9
G <
-
Sk

B Laurn ‘ﬁice
She/her

R v

Dear reader,

Thank you for picking up this
paper, or clicking on this article.
Did you notice that it’s free? Ev-
ery day, Central Michigan Life is
producing news stories, features,
photos, podcasts and more. It’s
available to you for free, because
we want it to be accessible.

This is hard work, and we're
not adding this onto our busy
college-student schedules for
shits and giggles. We do it be-
cause journalism is an essential
public service.

Whether this is your first or
50th time picking up one of our
papers or reading an article on

our website, it should be clear
that we know our community.
We care about it, too.

Our job as the paper of
record for Central Michigan
University and Mount Pleas-
ant is to keep you informed —
a job we take seriously.

With the recent re-election
of Donald Trump to the Oval
Office, it has become clear to
journalists around the coun-
try that our jobs are going to
become less safe and more
difficult. Trump, through public
statements that are consistently
negative and frequently violent
towards journalists, has eroded
trust in this sacred institution.

Members of this 105-year-old
news organization have re-
ceived threatening emails, been
ignored and severely underes-
timated. During this election
cycle, our First Amendment
rights were questioned, and it’s
not the first time.

But we're still here. And we
are not afraid.

The role we’ve adopted is the
mantle every honorable news
organization has taken up for
centuries. We are a voice for the
voiceless; the final check and
Fourth Estate alongside the Ex-
ecutive, Legislative and Judicial
branches of government.

Our promise to you is this:
We will tell you the truth; we
will be transparent; and we will
not yield in our public service to
anything or anyone except our
guiding principles of fairness,
accuracy and accountability.

We are a resource to our
readers. If you have a story to
tell or an injustice to shine light
on, let us know.

If you're feeling afraid for
your rights after this election,
please know that there are still
people who care for you and
want to protect you. Many of
them work in this newsroom.

Lauren Rice is Central Michi-
gan Life’s Editor-in-Chief.

e B )
By Masha Smahliuk
She/her

Dear American people,

When you elected Donald
Trump for your President, you
have spoke, and every part of
the world has heard you.

I respect your decision. Pres-
ident-elect Trump is the choice
of the American people, and no
one, outside of Americans, has
the right to judge it.

Yet, this decision speaks for
itself. And as a person from
another country, I see these two

important messages that you
sent to the rest of the world:

The first one is about the
desire for isolation. Trump’s
stance on world relationships
and cooperation is clear. From
a border closure promise to
a threat of stopping loans for
NATO allies— his foreign policy
resembles those of isolationists.

The second message is that
world democracy is under
threat. The United States is a
great model of democracy that
the rest of the world follows.
But last week the U.S. showed
that a democratic country can
be ruled by a felon with over
80 charges and a friend of the
world’s dictators.

After receiving these two
messages, the rest of the world
continues to watch America and
wonder: What is next?

And next, I hope that Amer-

ican people show kindness,
open-mindedness and empathy
to save the world’s democracy.

No matter what the next four
years bring, I hope that we all
stay humans, open to under-
standing other people’s experi-
ences and lending a helping hand
to those who are in need. I hope
that you use your critical think-
ing and think for yourself.

Even when Trump is the
leader of this country, it doesn’t
mean that there is space for
hate, racism, sexism or any
other discrimination. You,
American people, can continue
to be the example of those who
spread kindness, love and free-
dom of spirit, as you always do.
The world needs you.

Managing Editor Masha
Smahliuk is an international
student from Ukraine.
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By Kaia Zimmerman
She/her

Dear LGBTQ+ youth,

After it was announced that former
President Donald Trump would be the
next president, I know that fear was felt
throughout the community.

Trump has made it clear that he will
not protect our rights, and in reality will
take them away. He has continuously
spread false narratives about the com-
munity, specifically trans people.

I feel scared as a lesbian woman in
this country, and I know that I am not
alone in that feeling.

After he secured the presidency, it
felt like there were so many things
that were out of our control, including
our own basic human rights. Howev-
er, the one thing we can control is the
ability to keep fighting and to keep
our voices heard.

As a newsroom that has many mem-
bers of the LGBTQ+ community, we
feel this too. While we are tasked with
providing election coverage, we feel
this at the human level because these
decisions also impact our livelihood.

Now, more than ever, is the time to
make our voices heard. For people who
can’t use their voices due to an unsafe en-
vironment or who aren’t out yet, we will
make sure to keep this administration
accountable for its actions. I promise to
continue to fight for you, so one day you
can live authentically as yourself.

While I don’t know your specific
situation, I know what it is like for the
people who say they love you to actively
vote against you. It is a reality that is
far too common for many queer and
trans people.

But you are not alone, and there is a
community of people who will fight for
you. Do not give up because the fight is
far from over, and your light is needed

in this world.
Kaia Zimmerman is Central

Michigan Life’s Sports

Editor.

By Sydney Neal
Shelher

To my little sister,

As I sat in my bed and watched the
results of the election in the late hours
of Tuesday, Nov. 5, my heart sank to my
stomach. It became very clear that the
next four years of my life would be lived
in fear. But my fear wasn’t what I was
worried about — it was you.

As your big sister, it’s always my job to
protect you and now I may not have that
power anymore.

We live in a world where people are
blinded by propaganda and selfishness
so much that they don’t recognize those
who will be affected. You and I are af-
fected. With our rights on the line, I want
you to remember a few things:

No one can steal your light. I know you
are worried about your education. I want
to reassure you that no one can take
away your story even if things change. As
an African American female, your history
is important to promote change. You are
the future.

No one can steal your joy. Despite all
the feelings you may be feeling, I want
to stress the fact that everything will be
okay. No matter where you are and who
you are surrounded by no one can take
away the happiness you have worked to
build. Not even Donald Trump.

No one can steal your voice. Al-
though you are usually physically qui-
et, your voice is still strong. No matter
what rights may be at stake, you still
have a voice. Don’t let this push you
into the background.

As you transition into your college
journey next fall, I want you to always
remember how much you are worth. As
your big sister, I will be here every step
of the way and you will not be alone in
this journey. All of this is temporary and
is just the beginning.

Sydney Neal is Central Michigan Life’s
Assistant Sports Editor.

1019 S. DOUGLAS

888 MISSION ST.

EMERALD VILLAGE
HICKORY LANE
JAMESTOWN APTS
PLEASANT ST. APTS.
POLO VILLAGE
SOUTHPOINT VILLAGE

cmuapts.com
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Keeghan Garrison-Hazel
Freshman

“There are no guard rails. Either it's
gonna be really good or really bad.”

you feeling
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after the election?

....

Anna Brummel
Senior

Charlie Gilson
Freshman

Lindsey Arntson
Freshman

“I was a little shocked. We want to
make sure everyone’s comfortable ...
Jjust making sure both sides are OK.”

“He (Donald Trump) has these
plans, but they’re going to backfire.
(It will) make it harder for teachers to
teach social issues

“Despite everything, I feel hopeful
about this country, and I'm trying to
stay optimistic.”

UNION SQUARE

WASHINGTON VILLAGE

WEST CAMPUS VILLAGE

WESTERN ISLANDS

WESTPOINT VILLAGE

YORKSHIRE COMMONS

PLUS, HOUSES NEAR | =
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SPORTS

Upcoming
sporfing events

Want to support your local CMU
teams? Here are some upcoming home
games as winter sports start action.

=15

® Wrestling v. Indiana
7 p-m., McGuirk Arena

217

®  Women's Baskethall v. Bradley
1 p.m., McGuirk Arena

219

®  Foothall v. Western Michigan
TBD, Kelly/Shorts Stadium

=220

®  Men's Baskethall v. Central State
7 p.m., McGuirk Arena

=2

®  \Women's Basketball v. Oakland
1 p.m., McGuirk Arena

vLACK#’

Dream
GCome
True

By David Powell
Sports reporter

Brittany Stevens | Designer
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en Simone Potgieter was growing up in South
Africa, she dreamed of traveling the world.
However, she knew that there was only one way
that she could make that happen: field hockey.

Fast forward and Potgieter is living that dream as she
plays field hockey for Central Michigan University as a
defensive back.

As a senior, Potgieter has now officially completed three
seasons with the Chippewas, making her presence felt on
the defensive side of the field. Potgieter’s time playing field
hockey in America has led to her growth as both an athlete
and a person, all while giving her the chance to live out her
dream of traveling to new places.

Field hockey beginnings

Potgieter discovered her love for the game of field hockey
when she started playing the sport at the young age of four.

“My mom and my dad (were) kind of like, try everything
and then (we'll) decide what you want to do,” Potgieter
said. “And I just fell in love with field hockey when I started
playing when I was really young.”

Potgieter continued to play field hockey, but it wasn’t until
high school that she started seriously considering playing in
the United States.

“If you told myself, when I was younger, like if you were
gonna see all these states, I would have not believed you at
all,” she said.

When Potgieter first arrived in America, the transition
wasn’t easy. Not only was it difficult for her to be so far away
from home, it was also hard to adjust to life in a different
country with a different way of life.

“My first year in the States was hard,” Potgieter said. “I
was very homesick....I cried basically every day, missed my
family... not being able to speak in my language kind of, and
the food (is) different, like trying to figure out where to get
medicine... It was definitely a big adjustment.”

Coming to CMU

After playing her freshman year at La Salle University,
Potgieter decided to transfer. Central Michigan caught her
eye because of the team chemistry and family-like culture on
the team.

“I chose Central Michigan because... when I talked to
the coaching staff, it kind of gave me new hope in a sense
of trying to find family,” Potgieter said. “I chose Central
Michigan as well because when I came on my visit here, I fell
in love with the girls.”

Since joining the Chippewa squad, Potgieter has become
extremely close to her teammates, leading to relationships
that run deeper than being on a field.

“Inever had a group of best friends like this,” Potgieter
said. “Yes, field hockey, I'm gonna miss it, but it’s more so
the girls that made field hockey so special.”

Head coach Jennifer Johnstone said that Potgieter has
become more confident in her play and made a difference on
defense for the Chippewas. In addition, she praised Potgieter
for willing to put it all out on the line for her team.

“She is the type of player that would sacrifice her body
and put her body on the line for a team, which is so rare
in this day and age,” Johnstone said. “So, I mean, she will
do everything she can for her team and they are definitely
always first.”

Johnstone said she was glad Central Michigan became a
home away from home for Potgieter.

“She’s just always been a ray of sunshine, a really positive
kid,” Johnstone said. “She’s just a great teammate. And I
think for me to know that when she came to Central, she
hadn’t had the greatest experience prior to coming and was
so homesick and didn’t have a great experience.

“And for us to be able to change that and... for her to
look at this team and think it’s part of her family and to
sort of have that support being an international (student)
is just so special.”

Family Impact

Potgieter’s family has played an important role in her field
hockey career in America.

“My mom and dad (have) played a huge role in my
career,” Potgieter said. “I can’t ever thank them enough. I
hope to one day... be that parent for my kids if they decide to
play a sport or anything.”

Potgieter’s mom, Rika Potgieter, has been at the forefront
of her daughter’s mind recently as she battles colon cancer
back in South Africa. Rika has been a part of Simone’s field
hockey career since the start.

“We've coached together,” Simone said. “She’s been my
coach. She has taught me (the) majority of (the) field hockey
that I know... so she definitely had a huge impact on my field
hockey career.”

Along with sending support from halfway across the world
through encouragement and care packages, Rika also helps
Simone improve her skills, even when that requires staying
up until 3 a.m. to watch and critique her games.

The CMU field hockey team has rallied behind Simone
and her mom as they go through this tough situation. The
team has worn blue warm-up shirts with Rika’s name on
them and dedicated a game in October to colon cancer
awareness and to Rika.

“I didn’t wanna tell
anyone, and then,
when they ended up
finding out, this is the
most support I have
felt from everyone from
the media, staff, from
my coaches, from my
teammates,” Simone
said. “Like this is the
most support I have
ever gotten, and it has
helped me grow not just
as a field hockey player
but as a person as well.”

Finding worth

As Simone has grown
both on and off the field,
she has made sure to
keep her faith as a Christian in the forefront of her life.
Her faith was something she relied on as she was getting
acclimated to life in a new country.

During her collegiate athletic career, Simone has remained
connected with her faith as she attributes her skills on the
field to God.

“Every day I just remind myself just to do it for God and
to play for him because he was the one that... gave me this
talent to be able to play field hockey,” Simone said.

Simone said she reminds herself that her identity is not
found in field hockey, but in what God thinks of her.

“Something I've really been struggling with my entire life
was not putting my worth in field hockey,” Simone said. “My
identity would kind of depend on how I did (in) practice or
what my coaches thought of me instead of what God thought
of me... I needed to find my identity through him and not
through how I do in field hockey.”

Simone believes that the game of field hockey has taught
her a faith-based lesson.

“Something that field hockey has definitely taught me is
to just keep on trusting,” she said. “You don’t always know
why things are happening, but just to keep on trusting.”

What’s Next?

During her career with CMU, Simone has played in and
started 50 total games for the team.

After Simone graduates from CMU with her degree,
she plans to become a secondary education science
teacher in America. Not only does Simone plan on

staying, but she also wants to bring her parents
over from South Africa.
“I absolutely fell in love with this country,”

Simone said. “I love my parents. I want them to
move here one day. When
I have a lot of money
with my teacher’s salary,
I'll bring them over.”

As she prepares to
leave CMU, Simone
wanted to leave her
field hockey team with
a word of advice. Advice
that echoes her journey
in America so far.

“Just remember to
get back up because...
you are going to get
knocked down,” she
said. “There (are)
gonna be days it’s going to
be hard and there (are) gonna
to be times where you wanna give up,
but you need to play for that little girl who
fell in love with the sport, for that little

girl that put so much effort into actually
getting there.”

Courtesy Photo | CMU Athletics
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‘You’d be surprised how far a smile can go’
Family and football: CMU'’s Jason Williams strives to shine light

By Kaia Zimmerman
Sports Editor

With time running down in the first half of Central
Michigan football’s matchup against Eastern Michigan,
defensive lineman Jonah Pace sacked the Eagles
quarterback leading to a fumble. In that moment, senior
defensive lineman Jason Williams picked up the ball
and ran it back 67 yards to give the Chippewas the lead.

It marked Williams’ first career touchdown and was a
play that he dreamed of.

“That’s a lineman’s dream to get a scoop and score,”
Williams said. “And I saw an open field. I couldn’t not
do it, you know. So, it was great... I watch the video and
smile all the time.”

The scoop and score touchdown has highlighted
the breakout season for Williams. Through 10 games,
Williams has the second most sacks on the team with
3.5, has 6.5 tackles for a loss and 37 total tackles.

Not only has he made an impact on the field, but his
personality and smile shines bright, being labeled as
‘Mr.Personality’ on the team.

“He’s got such an infectious personality and great
smile anyway,” head coach Jim McElwain said. “And
then you add that with the way he is playing, he’s
playing at a really high level right now. (He) has become
a guy that we all can rely on, and that speaks a lot to
who he is.”

Williams said he feels it is important to continue to
spread positivity because he wants to be that light for
everybody around him.

“Mentally... (I'm) just trying to keep myself locked
in so I can be the best light for everybody else,”
Williams said. “Because, you never know what
somebody else is going through... You never know
who’s having a bad day.

“And you’ll be surprised how far a smile can go.
Sometimes, somebody just needs a hug.”

Keeping his trust in God and protecting his joy
is what Williams credits for being able to stay in a
positive mindset.

“The joy that I have, the world didn’t give it,

the world can’t take it away,” Williams said. “I
won’t let somebody else affect my day. If I have
a bad day, it’s because of something I did
or something that happened that
pertains to me.

Ijusttry to

keep myself

centered

with
everything I
got going on.”

Journey to CMU

Growing up in Florida, Williams started football when
he was 6 years old due to his parents, who wanted him
to have as many experiences as possible. Along with
playing a sport, he also was doing something music
related and was active in his church.

“I was always playing football or basketball... or
playing piano or something and then singing in a choir
at church,” Williams said.

As he dove deeper in the sport throughout his
childhood, his dream became clear: making it to the
National Football League.

“I had a lot of family members that were athletes,”
Williams said. “And I always just wanted to get where
they were or further.”

When it was time to make a decision on where to play,
Williams chose CMU because he thought it would give
him the best opportunity to reach his goal.

“Even though it is far from home, I figured coming to
Central would be putting myself in the best position to
make it to the next level,” Williams said.

The transition from Florida to Mount Pleasant was
hard for Williams at first, especially having to adjust

As he has continued his football career, Williams
said his family members have taught him many lessons
including remembering “your why”.

“Best thing they say is keep the main thing the
main thing,” he said. “Always remember your ‘why,’
remember your reason for doing everything because
that’s really what gets you through the long days, the
early mornings, the body aches, the class, the training
room, the (long) schedule that you've got to go through.

“Just remember why you're doing it in the first place
is what’s got me this far.”

Family comes first

For Williams, his why is his family. He credits his
family for not only who is as a football player but as
a person.

“I mean how many sacrifices they made, the things
they’ve done to get me in the position I am in right
now, the least I can do is give it my all,” Williams
said. “Without my family, I wouldn’t be the person
I am today. They’ve taught me everything. Literally
everything... I can’t even think about, where I would

to the cold conditions in
the winter.

“Back then, I didn’t
know about black ice,”
Williams said. “So, I'm
just walking regular,
thinking everything is
cool, and I'm slipping
and falling. It took a
while, but I got the hang
of it... I had,www three
(winter coats).”

Along with the weather,
being away from home
also taught him how to
keep himself accountable
and the importance of
building relationships.

701 N. Mission
Mt. Pleasant

7187370

for equipment
hook-up!
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Paradigm

SPEAKER DEALER

“Relationships are
everything,” Williams
said. “It’s always

important to build that all types of media
g}?od relaltlonshlpdwﬁh e Albums & CD's from $1! to save your
the people around you o DVDs & Games $2 off!! memories!

because you never know
when you might need
some help or when
somebody else might
need help.”

HUE[=E Sale!

* Great deals on A/V Equipment!
Friday
NOVEMBER 22

WE TRANSFER

4B EEEEEEEEERER

ALL WORK Tapes, film,

DONE phone clips
QUICKLY & to DVD or
LOCALLY! USB!
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be, (and) what I would do if it wasn’t
for my family. They’ve sacrificed so
much and showed me the rights and the
wrongs... My family’s my everything.”

Even though they are far away,
Williams said he still feels the support
from his family.

“Sometimes I come back in the locker
room, I look at my phone, and I already
got a thousand notifications from all my
family members,” Williams said. “I can
almost cry every time I see it because...
being so far from home, you miss all the
little small family gatherings.

“Every time I get to get a little bit of a
glimpse of family, it always means the
most to me.”

What’s next?

This season, Williams has emerged as
a leader and has already surpassed his
“sack and tackles for a loss” totals from
the season before. Williams credits the
defensive line coach, who helped him
attack this season differently than before.

“He was like, ‘well, let’s change your
perspective a little bit,” Williams
said. “Instead of trying to make every

play, let’s beat every block... Just give
yourself something that’s measurable,
something that you can hold yourself
accountable for.”

The Chippewas have struggled in
conference play this season, losing
four-straight games. However, as a
leader Williams believes in the team
and their capabilities.

“I know we have the players, and
everything we need to be the team that
we know we can be,” Williams said. “So,
it’s really just trying to get things moving
and shake off the losses, shake off the
bumps and bruises. Remind people...
who they are.”

After his career at CMU comes to an
end, Williams said he doesn’t know
what the future holds. Whether he
will continue playing football or head
into the workforce, Williams said he is
excited to see what comes next.

“I've never really been anything
outside of football,” Williams said. “So,
if I get to continue on with football, then
you know I'm thankful to God for that,
but if not then I'm just excited to see
where life takes me.”

Comfert. ¥k
- mrel b\

« One bill for Rent, Electric @1,
» Heat, AC, Water & Trash
Walking distance to campus
Free tanning and gym

membership

Immediate occupancy

available

1401 E Bellows St.
Mount Pleasant, Ml =]
(989) - 772 - 4032

.._-'-—o i
Park Place Apartments

Jasmine Brookins | Staff photographer
Central Michigan University junior defensive lineman Jason Williams shows his natural character, being
one of the most cheerful players on the team, on Friday, Nov. 8, at Kelly/Shorts Stadium.

PETS
WELCOME

3300 E. DEERFIELD RD,
MT. PLEASANT
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Save BIG on your transfer-friendly
courses at Mid while attending
Central Michigan University.

midmich.edu/gugst o MLHIG,
COL.EGE

WINTER
REGISTRATION
IS NOW
AVAILABLE!

HIGAN Email admissions@midmich.edu
COLLEGE Text (989) 444-5967 | Call (989) 386-6661

w MID  Contact Admissions today!
MIC

midmich.edu

Life through our lens
Ny i

Mary Nowosacki | Staff photographer
A goat sticks its head out of the gate towards visitors on Sunday, Nov. 10, at Papa’s Pumpkin Patch.
The popular destination held ‘Pumpkin Palooza’ that day, an event in which kids could do crafts and
play games inside, as well as smash pumpkins and pet animals outside. All proceeds benefitted the

Humane Animal Treatment Society.

(o) 4 LIVE WELL

NOW LEASING
2025/26!

v FREE PARKING v IN UNIT v FREE WIFI v GLUBHOUSE
v PETFRIENDLY ¥ LAUNDRY ¥ INDOOR BASKETBALL v FITNESS CENTER
v CENTRAL AIR STUDY LOUNGE COURT v PooL

PRINCETON 4300 COLLEGIATE WAY  989-897-0102 =X
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436 Moore Hall, CMU, Mount Pleasant, MI 48859
P: 989-774-LIFE F; 989-774-7805 E: advertising@cm-life.com

FREE! WITH YOUR CMU EMAIL!*

$25/month/3 LINES « $60/month/ 57 lines « $95/monthy/8-15 lines
$20/MONTH/ ADD: BOLDING, HIGHLIGHT COLOR & BOX

ALL ONLINE ADS ARE FREE!*

l I I E *Free ads are for personal ads only, no free business or rental property listings .

YOUR CAMPUS MARKETPLACE
GRS G € NTRAMURAL SPORTS

TOPLACEAN AD:

BUILT RITE POLE BUILDINGS State-wide. Prices starting at -
1,2,3,4 AND 5 PERSON 24x40x10 - $18,300.00. 30x40x10 -$20,400.00. Erected on 'I'R I VIA W O R D S E A R (: H
2025/2026 School year - your site. Call for price not shown on any size building or go to /
Walk to Class! Locally owned and managed. www.builtritepolebuildingsmi.com. Or call 989-259-2015
No hidden fees, No application fee, No utility fees. View at: or 989-600-1010.
WWW.QUALITYAPTS.COM 989.772.3894 Words can be found in any direction (including diagonals) and can overlap each other. Use
POLE BARNS We build ALL year long! BUILT BEST BARNS IN A the word bank below. SOURCE: THEWORDSEARCH.COM
RUSH? CALL US!!!! Best Quality, Best Service, Now In Our
25TH Year! Over 4,000 Buildings In Michigan Call for QUOTES
Live on Main and Douglas...the heart of off-campus living! License/Insured 989-205-2534 H V S 0 P I C K L E B A L L
Just two blocks from campus, our houses and duplexes feature:
« Free Wi-Fi METAL ROOFING regular and shingle style, HALF OFF SPECIAL T O 0O CORN HUOL N A L
* Air Conditioning COLORS! Lifetime hail asphalt shingles. Vinyl siding.
* In-Unit Laundry Licensed and insured builders for 40 years. AMISH CREW. 800- S LR DGAUDI RIBU HS ST FLNMN
* Ample Parking 983-0462.
« Safe, Clean and Efficient Living Space
* Budget Friendly Payment Plans Amish-built mini-cabins starting at $5,295. Made in Michigan! We ELBOFSTIAABMLTEHWM
« Student Friendly Landlord deliver statewide. Call 989-832-1866.
Marshall’s College Rentals is Locally Owned and Operated for MyNextBarn.com. F E H D A C S T D A P M S A
more than 42 years! Check our Website to view all our
properties: Virtual Tours and 360 Tours Replace your roof with the best looking and longest lasting c Y S G O A C T M S I A R R
www.marshallscollegerentals.com material - steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and
Text or call Michelle (989) 289-7889 for detailed information multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited E B A E S I G E I K N D E I
and to schedule an In-Person Tour! Time Offer - 50% off installation + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health workers &amp; 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-888-718-1856 R A M B T E o N N E G D c 0
Live local, live with United! 1to 6 person apartments.
Furnished & Unfurnished, Short- & Long-term. Check Out: Acculevel. Your foundation repair and basement waterproofing TLSAOALNTTUZPTETCHK
* Jamestown Apartments experts. Whether basement, crawl space or concrete
* South Point Village slab we'll guide you on the right path to a healthy home. Act L LUL OWPU FTIO BUONWNDONA-A
 Union Square Apartments now! Up to $600 off. Restrictions apply. Call for a free
» West Campus Village consultation. 1-844-700-4986 0 Q I L L S '|' S N A N C S R
* West Point Village
¢ Western Island Apartments We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
¢ Yorkshire Commons condition. Easy three step process: Call, get cash offer and get A F 0 o T B A L L L G N N T
Great amenities including FREE gym membership and Wifi. paid. Get your fair cash offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-
PET-FRIENDLY! 855-504-0056 0 B W E I G H T S L C K N N
989-772-2222
www.LiveWithUnited.com 0 M P E E S P 0 R T S R B w
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
AQUATIC PICKLEBALL NFLMADDEN SMASHBROS CORNHOLE
m Adjustable Bed Brand New with mattress. Made in US.A, in BASKETBALL SOCCER BADMINTON VOLLEYBALL DISCGOLF
plastic, with warranty. Retail Cost $3,995.00 sacrifice for WEIGHTS ESPORTS MARIOKART DODGEBALL FOOTBALL
$875.00 Call for showing or delivery: TENNIS RECFEST PINGPONG

November Online Consignment Auction bid through Nov. 30.
Over 200 lots! Rifles, power tools, farm implements, trailers,
sporting goods and more! Visit NarhiAuctions.com for current,
future auctions, information or call 810-266-6474.

Two great online auctions and more. Bidding is now open.
Tractors, Chevy farm pickup truck, quad, side-by-side, farm
implements, shotguns, collectibles, furniture, more!

To bid, see entire catalogs visit 1 E L

Bid.SherwoodAuctionServicelLLC.com. 1-800-835-0495. \\ . g%&ﬂmﬁ:ﬁg}: l
O -

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support our '983) 7;?’0 M/ , 04” we\l;::ssig%g: o  FILTERED SEARCHES

veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive a 05@ [ helpful tips : \I-I(I)R(':I'll\.l.lfl\(la"I\'IOI\III.IARFSJ

top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-877-691-4117
today!

DanDanTheMattressMan.com. 989-923-1278
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GET IN THE GAME AT (MU!

Join in friendly competition and meet new people through

a variety of special events, leagues and tournaments.

Www

(M

LIFE.COM/CLASSIFIEDS



LIFE | CENTRAL MICHIGAN LIFE | CM-LIFE.COM |I~~J'Q\«"EF\,“1IEIEP 14,2024

Y 4NN|“E‘\s\\ /\(«VI\Q

4 W V/A\¢
| SPECIAL GUEST 5

COLLECTIVE SOUL | GIRLS NIGHT OUT . THE OAKRIDGE BOYS

WSG HINDER

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15 | 8PM f SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16 | 8PM SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23 | 8PM
ENTERTAINMENT HALL ENTERTAINMENT HALL o ENTERTAINMENT HALL
 $39,551, %65, $71 UST B $32, 544, $55, $61

P

3
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AL -+ E N
/e e, ﬁ;;Lbuu: OYSTERCULT . »
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TOMMY JAMES
& THE SHONDELLS BTl ICE CUBE

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30 | 8PM FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6 | 8PM FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13 | 8PM
ENTERTAINMENT HALL ENTERTAINMENT HALL ENTERTAINMENT HALL
$35, 547, $58, $64 $62, $76, $89, $96 $75, $85, $95, $101

Complete show lineup available at SoaringEagleCasino.com

Visit the Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort box office, purchase two or more (@]
tickets (*prior to day of show) to any show with cash or credit and receive &%
$20 in Premium Play on the day of show.

Get your tickets at Soaring Eagle Casino or
Saganing Eagles Landing Casino Box Offices, ETIX.COM or call 1.800.513.ETIX.

R or
soaringeaglecasino.com Qo Mt. Pleasant, Ml | 1.888.7.EAGLE.7 SOARING EAGLE

Performances held at Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. C A S I N O 8 R E S O R T®

Entertainment subject to cancellation. Management reserves all rights
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