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PIMPLETON ENTERS DRAFT
The star wide receiver is pursuing a
career in the NFL while many other
players enter the transfer portal.

VIRUS CAUSES ROCKY START
Students and faculty share mixed
opinions about CMU’s health and
safety guidelines for Spring 2022.

FIGHT YOUR COVID FATIGUE
With a new variant on the rise, find
the strength in yourself to protect

others.

NEW LEADERSHIP ANNOUNCED
Many CM Life departments are under
new management. Print editions will be
published twice a month.

MLK WEEK EVENTS SET

A week of events are scheduled starting

SPORTS
NEWS
EDITORIAL
ONLINE
FOLLOW
US ONLINE
Make sure to
read all of our
coverage on ONLINE
our website,
cm-life.com.
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Nate Pappas | Staff Photographer
Jackson senior Victoria Teachout gives students their textbooks on Jan 11, in the Bovee University Center.

Due to the rise in COVID-19 cases, students had to place orders for their books online.

Jan. 17. The Tunnel of Oppression has
been rescheduled for February.
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nsen, right, and Dawn, left,
ortrait with their children, Olivia,
d Jacob, back right, at the
of their apartment complex in
Natick, MA on Nov. 27, 2021.




By Gina Hofbauer
Staff Reporter

Victoria and Dawn Sorensen say that love works in
mysterious ways.

It was the beginning of the Fall 1991 semester. Dawn was
looking for new roommates in Robinson Hall, she approached
Room 229.

“I'm looking for a room and you have a space,” Dawn said to
her fellow CMU freshman, then Victoria Grandy. “I'm going to
move in with you.”

It took a few months to get out of that awkward first phase.

“We didn’t talk a whole lot that first semester,” Victoria said.
“It was not until the (spring) semester that we started hanging
out more and just doing more things together.”

Neither of them knew that they would go from roommates to
life partners.

Today, the couple has been happily married for 26 years.
They share two children and a home in Massachusetts. They
look back on their time at Central Michigan University fondly
and recall the by-chance meeting that started it all.

Victoria and Dawn remember attending on-campus events
like theatre performances and art shows. Victoria recalls visit-
ing a yogurt shop in downtown Mount Pleasant.

With more time came a greater bond.

That following fall, a year after Dawn made her surprise
entrance, they began dating.

The two women came to CMU for different reasons. From
Crystal Valley, Dawn was studying history and Victoria, who is
from West Branch, was studying psychology.

Coming to college meant finally being able to explore their
identities.

“For Dawn, it all made sense. It kind of clicked and she was good,”
Victoria said. “For me, it was a lot more confusing — eventually iden-
tifying as bisexual and trying to figure out what that meant.”

At the time, the early 9os were a transformative period for
gay rights. In 1993, it was estimated that up to one million
people marched on Washington protesting for legal rights for
the LQBTQ+ community.

This was partly caused by the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy
enforced by the U.S. military which allowed gay people to
serve, but they were banned from speaking about their
homosexuality which led to thousands of men and women
being discharged from the military.
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Fighting hate for
lifetime of love

Alumni couple reflect on overcoming discrimination while
at CMU and their 26 years of marriage to one another

CMU was where the couple found family and support
through their friends. The pair were members of the
Gay-Lesbian Association for Student Support (GLASS) and
involved with the Wesley Foundation which still stands on
the corner of Preston and Washington streets.

“We supported each other,” Jon Humiston, a former
GLASS member from 1992 to 1997 said. “We helped each oth-
er navigate our complexities of the campus climate and dealing
with roommates and negative situations across campus.”

Victoria and Dawn received a mix of responses from their
friends and family when they started dating.

“Most of my close friends were fine with it but I think
there are definitely people we lost as friends,” Victo-
ria said. “The world was just a really different place.
There were a lot of people that didn’t know we were
a couple.”

Victoria recalls their first date to a theater in
Alma. The reason for going out of town was that
they were less likely to be seen by their peers at
CMU.

Despite any adversity, Victoria said marriage just
felt like the natural next step in their relationship.

“My thought was that just because it wasn’t
legal doesn’t mean we don’t deserve to have
that,” Victoria said.

There was no grand gesture or proposal. Just
a simple question from Victoria; “Do you wanna
get married?”

The couple attempted to post a wedding an-
nouncement in The Morning Sun newspaper, i \
as engaged couples often did at the time. They '
were denied publication.

They instead turned to Central Michigan
Life who published a full article “Lesbian
couple to be married” in the Oct. 23, 1995
print edition.

See LOVE |6

Courtesy Photo | Victoria Sorensen
Victoria and Dawn Sorensen pose on their
wedding day. They were married in 1995 at the
Wesley Foundation.
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In the story, Victoria and Dawn describe their
wedding as no different than the union of a
man and woman. They were also asked about
their parent’s reaction to the news.

“The couple sent out 80 invitations to the
wedding and expect approximately 50 to 60
people to attend,” the story read. “But both
Grandy’s and Sorensen’s fathers are not plan-
ning to attend the wedding.”

Twenty-six years and two children later,
Dawn’s father has grown to accept their relation-
ship. Victoria’s father died, but she says some
extended family came around to acceptance.

At the time things were much more difficult.

After the CM Life article was published the
community began to express its opinions.

“There were threats of people protesting,”
Victoria said. “There were letters sent to the editor
concerned for the paper after the article came out.”

The day before the ceremony, they got a call
from their pastor at the Wesley Foundation which
is run by the United Methodist Church. The church
received lots of pressure to call off the wedding.

Even with the criticism, the pastor, Rev.
Steven Michael Smith — who the couple were
close with — wanted to go through with the

wedding — even suggesting they move the
ceremony to his own house.

Victoria and Dawn recall receiving a great
majority of their support from their friends
made at GLASS and the Wesley Foundation.

It was that support from their friends that
helped the couple through their whole wed-

1

My thought was that just be-
cause it wasn't legal doesn't
mean we don't deserve to have

(a wedding)

Victoria Sorensen

ding planning process. They didn’t have much
money. The big day had to be budgeted.
Yet again, they overcame the obstacles.
Even without legal recognition, the wedding
went on as planned at the Wesley Foundation.
Shortly after, the couple signed power of
attorney documents which granted them the

power to make medical and financial decisions
for one another.

“I don’t think it was our dream wedding or
anything,” Victoria said. “For a long time, we
talked about doing a renewal or celebration,
like a redo, but I think there was a lot of spe-
cial things about it.”

The couple moved from Michigan to Mas-
sachusetts in 1999 for Dawn to attend grad
school. During this time, the couple decided
they wanted to grow a family of their own.

University Center in room 110A.

Spectrum is a student organization centered
around education and socializing with other
members of the queer community. The group
meets at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays via WebEx.

“Find a trusted friend, don’t feel like you
have to label yourself,” Victoria said. “Do what

Victoria carried both of the couple’s children, ‘

Jacob and Olivia, by having a friend who was
also a CMU graduate be the donor.

With the coming and going of all these
milestones — Victoria and Dawn were still
not a federally recognized married couple.

Tt wasn’t until Massachusetts became the first
state to legalize same-sex marriage in 2004, that
the life-long partners had the opportunity to be
officially wed in the eyes of the state.

The couple laughed saying the only thing
that changed for them was filing their taxes
together. They had committed, loved and
stood by each other for decades, the only
change was it finally being accepted by others.

As the couple reflects on their time at CMU,
they agree on one thing — it gets better.

CMU now has many resources dedicated
to support those in the LGBTQ+ community.
The Office of LGBTQ+ Services is in the Bovee

There is a whole big life out

there beyond CMU just waiting.
You are loved, even if you don't

know it

b}

feel right and that’s OK if that changes.”
Victoria and Dawn never expected to find love
and identity at CMU, but 26 years later they're
grateful for the time spent in Mount Pleasant.
“There is a whole big life out there beyond
CMU just waiting. You are loved, even if you
don’t know it,” Dawn said. “You are loved.”

Dawn Sorensen

Courtesy Photo | Victoria Sorensen
Victoria (left) and Dawn (right) Sorensen pose in front of their dorm
room in Robinson Hall.

Aurora Rae | News Editor

Victoria and Dawn Sorensen pose for a portrait at the clubhouse of
their apartment complex in Natick, MA on Nov. 27, 2021.



By Staff Reports

Central Michigan University students
were welcomed back to Mount Pleas-
ant for the Spring 2022 semester with
snow on the ground and near-freezing
temperatures — but Michigan winters
aren’t all bad.

The city parks department opened its
public ice rink Monday. It's located on
the south softball field in Island Park.
The rink is 54 feet by 95 feet and is
open daily during the months of Janu-
ary and February from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.

The rink is free to use and maintained
by the parks department.

Director of Parks and Public Spaces
Phil Biscorner said the city is excited to
debut the ice rink for the first time.

“I think the biggest thing is this will
provide another outdoor activity over
the winter months,” Biscorner said. “It
partners really well with our sledding
hill and just adds extra flare.”

In a Monday morning press release
the city listed the rules and regulations
for using the rink.

Code of Conduct:

THURSDAY,
PIZZA
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LIFE IN BRIEF

Public ice rink opens in Island Park,
parks department releases guidelines

All ice rink participants, including
skaters and bystanders, will be required
to follow the general rules of conduct
established in the city’s parks and recre-
ation ordinance (Section 97.01 - 97.21
of the City Code of Ordinances) while at
the Ice Rink.

Further, all ice rink participants will
be required to adhere to the following
Ice Rink specific rules and regulations:

1. Skaters shall be courteous and
cautious of other skaters and bystanders
while using the skating area. Skaters
shall not push, shove or otherwise en-
gage in raucous behavior while using the
skating area.

2. Skaters shall not dig, spray, chip,
throw, or otherwise expel ice or snow
within the skating area.

3. Food and beverage items, to-
bacco products, hockey equipment,
including hockey sticks, pucks and
nets; street shoes, and animals are
prohibited.

4. Skaters under 5 shall be under
adult supervision while in the skating
area. The ice rink does not have desig-
nated supervisors. Skaters shall skate at
their own risk.

City Commission elects Perschbacher,
Cyman for mayor, vice mayor positions

By Staff Reports

The Mount Pleasant City Commission
elected Amy Perschbacher as mayor of
Mount Pleasant and Olivia Cyman as
vice mayor at its Jan. 10 meeting.

Perschbacher found her start with
the city commission in 2019. She has
since held the position of the city’s vice
mayor for the past two years.

Perschbacher believes this role has
given her “the understanding of what is
needed to be mayor.”

After running for reelection in 2021,
Perschbacher expressed one top concern
for the city is to help Mount Pleasant
businesses recover from the COVID-19
pandemic. She aims to support both
these businesses and residents within
the city with her work as mayor.

“I am hopeful that | will be able to
lead the city commission in a reason-
able way that will help everyone feel
included in the decisions being made,”
Perschbacher said.

Cyman started her position in the
commission in 2021.

Although she was not at the meeting
because she had COVID-19, Cyman feels

prepared for this new role within the city
commission.

“I think my first year on the com-
mission | spent learning as much as |
could,” Cyman said. “My second year on
the commission and in this new role, |
feel that | am ready to start speaking up
more... (and) to make a bigger difference
than | have been able to in the past.”

She set some priorities for 2022
that she hopes to accomplish such
as expanding low and middle-income
housing, increasing sustainable employ-
ment and helping local business owners
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

“I'm looking forward to holding a larg-
er role, and | think | have been working
towards making a bigger difference
whether that be as vice mayor or just on
the commission,” Cyman said.

Newly elected commissioners Brian
Assmann, Elizabeth Busch and Maureen
Eke also took their oath of office during
the meeting.

The city commission meetings are
held on the second and fourth Mondays
of the month at 7 p.m. These meetings
can be streamed on the city’s YouTube
channel.
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Mitch Vosburg | File photo
Muskegon junior wide receiver Kalil Pimpleton runs back a punt for a touchdown against Western Michigan on Wednesday, Nov. 3 at Waldo Stadium.
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Electric receiver
goes pro after
four years at CMU

By Christian Booher
Sports Editor

Central Michigan will have to replace
one of its most electric players in recent
memory heading into the 2022 season.

Redshirt junior wide receiver Kalil
Pimpleton is entering the NFL Draft,
forgoing his final year of collegiate eligi-
bility to pursue a professional career. Tt
Muskegon native announced his decisio
in a tweet Sunday.

Pimpleton was a two-time first-team
All-Mid-American Conference selection
during his three years with the Chippe-
was. He was first-team as a wideout in
both 2019 and 2021, while he earned
first-team honors as a punt returner thi:
season. He was named the MAC Special
Teams Player of the Year in 2021.

His name is all over the Chippewas’
record book, as he sits in eighth place
all-time in career receptions. His 2019
season, in which he caught 82 passes,
ranks sixth all-time. He has twice finish
a season leading CMU in receptions.

“He’s the heart and soul of this footb:z
team,” said Head Coach Jim McElwain
following the team’s 30-277 win over Ohi

on Oct. 9. “I tell you what, I just Ic
him.”

He finishes his time as a Chippe
with 166 receptions for 2,100 yar
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v Nov. 3 matchup with Western

Michigan, including a pro-
gram-record 97-yard runback
late in the second quarter to
give the Chippewas a lead they
would never relinquish.

In all, his time as a Chippe-
wa ends with 2,574 total yards
of offense. Additionally, he
totaled 532 yards as a return
man.

Several members of the CMU
community took to Twitter to
express their appreciation for
the Muskegon native and his
impact on the university.

Pimpleton leaves the program
alongside high school teammate
JaCorey Sullivan, who finished
his career with 1,741 yards and
15 touchdowns. With the duo
gone, junior Dallas Dixon is set
to return as CMU’s top target.
Dixon finished with 45 catches
for 701 yards and eight touch-
® downs in 2021.

Pimpleton began his career at
Virginia Tech, where he spent
one season before transferring

ed
1 and 12 touchdowns. Pimpleton also carried
the ball 38 times for 293 yards and five
o scores, while also completing 7-of-12 passes
Ve for 181 yards and a touchdown.
The Muskegon native also had a prolific
wa careerasa returner. He returned two

s punts for scores in the first half of CMU’s
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Kalil Pimpleton announces his entry into the NFL draft on Jan. 2

to CMU in 2018. After sitting
out the 2018 season, he began
his historic career with the
Chippewas as part of the MAC
West winning squad in 2019.

The next step for the speedster will be
the Collegiate Bowl in Pasadena, California
on Jan. 29.

CMU finished its season 9-4 with five
straight victories, including a 24-21 win
over Washington State in the Sun Bowl.
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leton declares for NFL Draft

Brown, Reed among other Chippewas
to depart program at conclusion of season

Kalil Pimpleton is one of several Chip-
pewas who have left the program despite
having eligibility remaining. One teammate
has also entered the NFL Draft, while several
have elected to find new places to play via
the transfer portal.

These departures include:

Zahir Swann

After providing depth as a true freshman in
2020, Swann didn’t play in 2021 and entered
the transfer portal in November. With the free
year of eligibility due to COVID, Swann still
has four years of eligibility.

Amir Siddiq

The defensive end from Detroit elected to
enter the transfer portal immediately follow-
ing the regular season. He has one season of
eligibility remaining and has visited Kansas
but remains uncommitted.

Jacob Sirmon

After starting the season as CMU'’s top
QB, Sirmon lost the role with the emergence
of Daniel Richardson. He entered the portal
days after the regular season finale and
signed with Northern Colorado during the
NCAA early signing period.

Tico Brown

Brown, a sophomore defensive tackle with
two years of eligibility, didn’t play in CMU'’s
final six games of the season and entered

the portal on Dec. 2. He signed with Mis-
souri State during the early signing period,
joining former Chippewas Tyrone Scott and
Montrae Braswell.

Dishon McNary

McNary came to CMU after two seasons
at Independence Community College. After
sitting out 2019, he emerged as a starter at
cornerback in 2020. He started the first four
games in 2021, but his season was cut short
due to an ankle injury. McNary entered the
NFL Draft on Dec. 22.

Devonni Reed

A four-year starter, Reed entered the
transfer portal Jan. 3 as a graduate transfer
with one year remaining. He was immediately
targeted by high-profile programs and even-
tually committed to South Carolina.

Troy Brown

The three-time All-Mid-American Confer-
ence linebacker announced his decision to
leave Jan. 6. He will have one year of eligi-
bility remaining and is ranked 18th on The
Athletic’s Top-25 available transfers list.

George Douglas

Brown wasn’t the only linebacker to an-
nounce their decision to leave, as Douglas
did the same just hours after his teammate.
He, too, is a graduate transfer with one year
of eligibility remaining.

4 Bedrooms for 2 People

STARTING AT

$485 PER MONTH

WEST CAMPUS

POLO VILLAGE
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Faculty, students share mixed
feelings about COVID-19 guidlines

By Zach Kortge
Staff Reporter

Some Central Michigan University
students and faculty are worried as
the semester starts in person among
record numbers of COVID-19 cases
and hospitalizations in Michigan.

Michigan State University and
Oakland University moved forward in
an online format. Others have elected
to stay in person while having a vaccine
mandate.

Amanda Garrison, president of the
Faculty Association, is one concerned
faculty member.

“We can’t deliver the best teaching
(and) we can’t be present with you
if we're worried about (COVID-19),”
Garrison said.

Prior to cases rising across the coun-

try the Faculty Association had made
an agreement with university admin-
istration that any meetings affecting
faculty working conditions would have
a Faculty Association member present.

Garrison said that there was no
meeting that occurred during the
winter break where faculty were able
to voice concerns.

Garrison expressed concern for
absences that will occur during the
semester as cases rise.

“T've had four or five COVID-19
cases and class has not even started,”
Garrison said. “If you've got a class
online and a class (in person), you're
working for two classes at the same
time. I can’t do that.”

Garrison has taken extra steps in
her classes in an attempt to mitigate
spreading the virus, where people who

do not live together must sit apart.

Other faculty members have not
encountered such issues. Biology
faculty member Shasta Sabo said she
has not had any absent students. She
does, however, record lectures in case
students are absent.

“In my experience, the students are
doing well, the faculty are doing well
and we've adapted to it,” Sabo said.

Farmington junior Sammy Garza
started a petition asking the administra-
tion to start classes in an online format.

The petition, titled “A Call for CMU to
Prioritize Students Academic Well-Be-
ing,” gained over 800 signitures.

Garza’s concerns surround how
students will do if they are forced to be
quarantined during the first week as
cases rise.

“Students will be missing the first

week of classes and this will cause
them to fall behind before we even get
started,” Garza said.

Other students are less concerned.

Clarkston freshman Hailey Hibberd
was confident that “higher-ups knew
what they were doing.”

“We wouldn’t be here without a
plan,” She said.

Hibberd hoped that keeping up vac-
cination rates among students would
keep people safe. She said she has
noticed an increase in absences.

Garza sent the petition via email
directly to President Bob Davies after
posting the petition online. The reply
indicated that the administration had
been considering CMU’s protocol
since last semester.

Tt also stressed the use of guidance
from local, state and national experts

1in 3 Students

while “following the data closely.”

Michigan saw record numbers of
COVID-19 cases on Monday with
49,011 cases being reported by The
New York Times. This is the highest
rate of infection for COVID-19 since
the beginning of the pandemic.

Shaun Holtgreive, interim associate
vice president for student affairs, said
he’s confident that current safety mea-
sure will keep students safe.

Holtgrieve said discussions have
happened considering online learn-
ing, but CMU is “one of the safest
places to be in the state.”

“The President is continually eval-
uating the data as it comes through
weekly,” he said.

He said discussions will continue
throughout the semester as cases are
monitored.
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RIGHT PLACE, RIGHT TIME

Aurora Rae | News Editor

Lew Nichols Ill wins the 2021 Sun Bowl Most Valuable Player award after the Chippewas conquered Washington State 24-21 on Dec. 31 at Sun Bowl Stadium in El Paso, Texas.

With Arizona Bowl canceled, Chippewas find a way to victory in El Paso

By Christian Booher
Sports Editor

A unique journey ended with a massive reward for Cen-
tral Michigan football.

The Chippewas boarded a plane on Dec. 26, departing
cold Mount Pleasant for the warm sun of Tucson, Arizona
in preparation for the Arizona Bowl. The game, against
Boise State, was set for Dec. 31.

Despite best laid plans, CMU would be spending New
Year’s Eve playing in a different bowl game, traveling to an
entirely different state. The Chippewas wound up beating
Washington State 24-21 in the Sun Bowl, played in El Paso,
Texas.

With the win, CMU finishes 9-4 with its first bowl victory
since 2012.

After Boise State was forced to withdraw from the Arizo-
na Bowl due to issues with COVID-19, the Chippewas were
granted a release from the bowl game and were paired up
with Washington State, who was in search of an opponent

after Miami (Florida) was forced to withdraw from the Sun
Bowl due to COVID-19 issues of its own.

The Chippewas made the five hour trip to El Paso and
squared off against the Cougars on just four days of prepa-
ration. A late rally from Washington State made things
interesting, but CMU won the game with a defensive stand
in the fourth quarter.

Early on, it was the Chippewa offense who reigned
supreme. A pair of field goals from Eaton Rapids freshman
Marshall Meeder made it 6-0, with the second coming from
52 yards out and setting a new Sun Bowl record.

After Loganville, Georgia freshman Fernando Sanchez I1I
forced a fumble on a kickoff, the Chippewas recovered and
were set up with great field position. Detroit redshirt fresh-
man Lew Nichols III, the nation’s leading rusher, scored
from 1 yard out to give CMU a 13-0 lead.

The Chippewas added to their lead when Miami, Florida
redshirt freshman Daniel Richardson found Petoskey soph-
omore Joel Wilson for a score late in the first half. After a
successful two-point conversion, CMU took a 21-0 lead into
the halftime break.

Missed opportunities plagued the Chippewas in the third
quarter, allowing Washington State to mount a furious
rally. A drive deep into Cougar territory stalled out when
Richardson and Nichols could connect on a handoff, result-
ing in a fumble.

Meeder missed a field goal on CMU’s second drive of
the third quarter, and the Cougars capitalized by finally
scoring. Travell Harris put Washington State on the board
with a 5-yard score.

Richardson was intercepted by Cougar defender Travion
Brown on the next play from scrimmage, which led to a
touchdown pass from Victor Gabalis to De’Zauhn Stribling.
Meeder connected on a field goal to increase the Chippewa
lead to 24-14, but another Gabalis touchdown pass set up a
dramatic finish.

The Chippewa defense stood tall when it needed to. After
a first down completion, Gabalis threw two straight incom-
pletions to set up a make-or-break fourth down.

Gabealis hit Joey Hobert on the final down, but Flint ju-
nior Troy Brown stopped him a yard short of the first down
marker to seal the win for the Chippewas.




Photos by Aurora Rae | News Editor
Kellogg's mascot Tony the Tiger cheers with the Central Michigan University Marching Band during the 2021 Sun Bowl in which the Chippewas faced Washington State on Dec. 31 in El Paso, Texas.

Wide receiver JaCorey Sullivan runs with the football during the Chippewas'’ victory over Washington The Central Michigan University Cheerleading team cheers on the Chippewas football team during
State in the Tony the Tiger Sun Bowl played Dec. 31, 2021 at Sun Bowl Stadium in El Paso, Texas. the 2021 Sun Bowl Dec. 31 in El Paso, Texas.
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Let’s End

Omicron

Fighting pandemic fatigue will be critical this semester

We're all tired of it. So are you

As Central Michigan University begins
another semester, we're still dealing with
COVID-19

We've suffered through this pandemic
for almost two years. We've watched the
case numbers rise and fall like a roller
coaster.

Even though vaccines and treatments
promise that someday life will return to
normal, the road to get there is much
longer than we anticipated.

Let’s be honest; all this bad news just
feels normal.

Pandemic fatigue is real, if you feel it,
you're not alone.

Last semester, the counseling center
was overwhelmed by the number of stu-
dents seeking individual appointments
proving the immense toll the pandemic
has had on our mental health.

Nobody expected the emotional toll
of switching back to in-person after a
year of isolation. That back and forth is
exhausting. Now, the Omicron variant
makes it feel like we're right back where
we started.

At the beginning of the pandemic, it
was all about survival. We were motivat-
ed by fear but over time that fear began
to subside. Now, it’s a lot easier to think,
“maybe I don’t need to get tested,” or

EDITORIAL

“If 'm not symptomatic, a positive test
doesn’t count.”

The danger of the Omicron variant
cannot be understated. Tens of thou-
sands of cases are reported every day
and our state-wide death toll is inching
toward two million.

Many of us students are living in that
hell. It’s getting harder to find a person
that doesn’t know at least one person
who’s been hospitalized or killed by the
virus.

Experts say hope is on the horizon.

They're telling us this variant’s shelf
life is short.

In South Africa, where the Omicron
was first detected, case numbers peaked
within four weeks and saw a rapid de-
cline to manageable numbers according
to The New York Times.

Some universities have gone back to
online classes and require students to be
vaccinated. At CMU, in-person classes
are still offered while the vaccine and
booster shot are still not required for
enrollment.

Thankfully, the booster shot is now
required for fully vaccinated status while

those who are unvaccinated will still
submit to weeKkly testing. The universi-
ty will continue to enforce masks in its
academic buildings along with isolation
and quarantine guidelines.

None of it matters unless we take
initiative.

It’s up to us to keep not just the cam-
pus healthy but also the city of Mount
Pleasant, the greater Mid-Michigan
region and the entire state.

You already know the drill. Continue
to wear a mask in public and get vacci-
nated if you haven't already. If you are
vaccinated, be sure to get your booster
shot.

At the same time, don’t let the
COVID-19 fatigue drag this pandemic out
any longer. You must find the strength
within yourself to continue to stay safe.

Fear may not be your motivation to
fight COVID-19 anymore but what about
your parents, friends or roommates?
What about the other members of the
CMU and Mount Pleasant community?
What about the healthcare workers,
small business owners and teachers that
face the brunt of the damage?

Last semester, we got some of our col-
lege experiences back. We could gather
with our RSOs, go out to restaurants and
bars, travel and experience new things.
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~ Central Michigan Life, the independent voice of Central
Michigan  University, is edited and published by students
of Central Michigan University every Thursday during the
fall and spring semesters. The newspaper’s online edition,
cm-lifecom,  contains  all  of the  material  pub-
lished in print, and is updated on an as-needed basis.

Central Michigan Life serves the CMU and Mount Pleasant com-
munities, and is under the jurisdiction of the independent Student
Media Board of Directors. Dave Clark serves as Director of Student
Media at CMU and is the adviser to the newspaper. Articles and
opinions do not necessarily reflect the position or opinions of
Central Michigan University. Central Michigan Life is a member of
the Associated Press, the Michigan Press Association, the Michi-
gan Collegiate Press Association, the Associated Collegiate Press,
College Newspaper Business & Advertising Managers Association,
the Mount Pleasant Area Chamber of Commerce, Central Michigan
Home Builders Association, Mount Pleasant Housing Association
and the Mount Pleasant Downtown Business Association. The
newspaper’s online provider is SN Works.

Central Michigan Life is distributed throughout the campus and at nu-
merous locations throughout Mount Pleasant. Non-university subscrip-
tions are $75 per academic year. Back copies are available at 50 cents
per copy, or $1 if mailed. Photocopies of stories are 25 cents each. Digital
copies of photographs published in Central Michigan Life are available
upon request at specified costs.

Central Michigan Life’s editorial and business offices are located
at 436 Moore Hall, Central Michigan University, Mount Pleasant, Ml
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Classes need to be virtual for the first few weeks

On the first three days back for the Spring
2022 semester, Central Michigan University
reported 63 new COVID-19 cases.

With students traveling back to Mount
Pleasant from all over, there is no telling how
many students are returning from COVID-19
hotspots.

How many are bringing the contagious
virus with them?

CMU has us attending in-person classes.
To make matters worse, most of these cours-
es no longer allow students the ability to so-
cially distance themselves from one another.

During my first in-person course of the se-
mester, I was in a small classroom with about
20 students and a faculty member. The desks
were two person tables and there was no way
to socially distance and every other student
was no more than 10 feet away from me in
the small rectangles.

In addition, the classrooms no longer have
disinfectant and hand sanitizer for students
to use while entering class.

A vast majority of courses are only offered face
to face this semester with no HyFlex options.

Several other universities across Michigan
decided to go virtual for the first week or two

Courtney
Pedersen

Investigative
Reporter

of the semester, including Michigan State
University, Oakland University and Wayne
State University.

CMU has 41 cases already this semester. By
comparison, OU has only four cases so far.

During the first week of classes during the
Spring 2021 semester, CMU had all students
attend classes virtually and had only four
positive COVID-19 cases.

I understand that the Omicron variant of
COVID-19 is less severe than the other vari-
ants were in years past. However, it happens
to be much more contagious, regardless of
vaccination status.

In addition, several counties in Michigan
happen to be hotspots for the virus. Specifi-
cally, Wayne, Macomb and Oakland counties

change.org

Petition details Comments

Updates

A Call for CMU to Prioritize Students
Academic Well-Being

814 have signed. Let’s get to 1,000!
B
At 1,000 signatures, this petition is more likely to be
featured in recommendations!

are current COVID-19 hotspots. Out of the
11,707 students enrolled at CMU during the
Fall 2020 semester, 3,856 were from those
three counties, according to the CMU Fall
2020 enrollment report.

Several faculty members canceling class pe-
riods or moving virtual for the first day or week
due to either them contracting COVID-19 or the
high rates in the state.

As a student, I don’t feel safe in my classes.

I sit in classes next to strangers who may
have been in California or New York last
week not following any COVID-19 protocols.

Two weeks ago, a CMU student wrote the
Change.org petition “A Call for CMU to Pri-
oritize Students Academic Well-Being” to ask
President Bob Davies and the Board of Trust-
ees to go virtual for at least the first week.

This week is already a loss, but the univer-
sity can make up for its mistake.

CMU should have all courses virtual next
week to allow students who may be infected
and asymptomatic by COVID-19 the ability to
stay home and not infect others.

I will admit, I absolutely hate online classes.
I struggle learning in them. However, I would
prefer virtual classes to being exposed to and
contracting COVID-19.

I deserve to feel as safe as possible attending
my classes.

Right now, I do not feel safe.

CLASSIFIEDS
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$15/WEEK/3 LINES/15 WORDS « $75/WEEK/ UNLIMITED LINES
$10/WEEK/ ADD: BOLDING, HIGHLIGHT COLOR & BOX

1TO 6 PERSON APTS.
Furnished, Short &
Lon'g Term Leases
Available 2022/2023
989)772-2222

www.LiveWithUnited.com
http:/Awww.LiveWithUnited.com

2, 3,4 and 5 Person
2022/2023 -- Walk to Class!
Locally owned and managed.

No hidden fees, No application fee,
No utility fees.
www.qualityapts.com
(989)772-3894

BUSINESS SERVICES

METAL ROOFING regular and shingle

style, HALF OFF ON SPECIAL
COLORS! Also, lifetime asphalt shingles
available. Licensed and insured builders.
Quality work for 40 years! AMISH
CREW. 517-575-3695.

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-835-
7273 Hablamos Espanol

Aloe Care Health, medical alert system.
The most advanced medical alert
product on the market. Voice-activated!
No wi-fi needed! Special offer -call and
mention offer code CARE20 to get $20
off Mobile Companion. Call today 1-877-
542-1384

Looking for assisted living, memory care,
or independent living? A Place for Mom
simplifies the process of finding senior
living at no cost to your family. Call 1-888-
978-0584 today!

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance  Company. Coverage for [350+]
procedures. Real dental insurance -NOT just a
discount plan. [Don't wait!] Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit with all the details!
1-877-253-3162  www.dental50plus.com/55
#6258

University Professor seeks a
Caregiver for a mature limited
mobility male senior citizen.
Caregiver’s Responsibilities:

providing almost total care with
daily living activities. 5 minutes from
CMU campus. Apply by phone:
313-623-1468 or
ideas@hotmail.com

Email: extra.

Firearms, Ammo, Tools, Antiques &
More Happening Right Now! Interested
in having an auction? 989.426.8061
Now booking for 2022. We Conduct
statewide auctions all year. www.
johnpeckauctions.com Auctioneers over
40 years.

Cub Cadet Lawn Tractor
with ~ Snow Blower; Antiques;
Furniture; Tools. Multiple Online
Estate Auctions now at www.
SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com
Considering an auction? Contact
auctioneer " Joe Sherwood for all
your auction needs. 800-835-0495.

An AMISH LOG HEADBOARD
AND Queen Pillow Top Mattress
Set. Brand new-never used, sell all
for $375. Call

anytime 989-923-1278

SAVE UP TO 80% ON YOUR
MEDICATION. Eliquis, Xarelto,
Viagra, Cialis and more. Licensed
and Certified. Lowest Price
Guaranteed. Call 833-604-0645
and get free shipping on your first
order. (Open M-F)
Beds-Beds-Beds! Mattresses
any size and any comfort.
Delivery anywhere in Michigan
DanDantheMattressMan.com

Become a published author!
Publications sold at all major secular
& specialty Christian bookstores.

CALL Christian Faith Publishing
for your FREE author
submission kit. 1-866-945-3813
Having men’s health issues? Thanks
to science, ED can be optional.
Try HIMS. Connect with a medical
professional online. If approved,

your prescribed medication _is
delivered to your door. FREE online

visit http://himsnow.com/mich

BUILT BEST BARNS Michigan’s
Largest Pole Barn Company.

Best Quality, Best Service,
ORDER NOW for BEST
PRICING! License/Insured

1-877-802-9591
205-2534 (Cell)

(Office) 989-

The Generac PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system. SAVE
money, reduce your reliance
on the grid, prepare for power
outages and power your home. Full
installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request
a FREE, no obligation, quote today.
Call 1-855-476-9698

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call
today for a FREE QUOTE from
America’s Most Trusted Interstate
Movers. Let us take the stress out
of moving! Speak to a Relocation
Specialist, call 866-495-2374

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and
family stay safe and comfortable.
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended
warranty ($695 value!). Request a
free quote today! Call for additional
terms and conditions. 1-855-922-
0420.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as litle as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 877-401-2404

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-844-369-2501

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting material
— steel from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer - $500
Discount + Additional 10% off install
(for military, health workers & 1st
responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-888-718-1856

UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home estimates make
it convenient to shop from home.
Professional installation. Top quality
- Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 844-400-9455. Ask
about our specials!

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote.
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-866-
950-6757

DIRECTYV for $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package.
Watch your favorite live
sports, news & entertainment
anywhere. One year of HBO
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in
Customer Satisfaction (JD
Power & Assoc.) Call for more
details! (some restrictions
apply) Call 1-888-351-0154
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BUS STOPS

T T COMMUTER SHUTTLE ROUTES
Village at Bluegrass 21 51 EVERY 1/2 HOUR
University Meadows 25 :55  EVERY1/2HOUR MOSHER I Michigan
Union Square :29 :59 EVERY 1/2 HOUR — BROADWA Works O
Target UPON REQUEST DOWNTOWN [ N OADWAY L
Music Bldg. - Lot#33 :42  :12 EVERY 1/2 HOUR PLEASANT »
Washington/Ojibway A4 :14  EVERY 1/2HOUR . WISCONSIN. ¢ Do
Anspach/Pearce 45 :15 EVERY 1/2 HOUR Z = COMMUNITY
Ronan/Grawn 47 17 EVERY 1/2 HOUR = N
Main St./Gaylord 48 118 EVERY1/2HOR = MAPLE 3 RECHERTION
MMC/DOAN CENTER 55 25 EVERY 1/2HOUR ]
Washington/Clayton :05  :35  EVERY1/2HOUR T -
Larzalere 06 :36  EVERY1/2HOUR m\'vm/ HIGH S »n
Wightman 07 :37  EVERY1/2HOWR WEST z HIGH ST. REMUS RD
Park Library :08  :38  EVERY1/2HOUR North b
Music Bldg. - Lot#33 12 :42 EVERY 1/2 HOUR TO BIG RAPIDS ort ngg ‘é BELLOWS
Mt. Pleasant
High Schaol E 127 )
5 - PRESTON - ;
SAC/McGuirk 13 43 BERVIZHOR |3 $ o C
Stadium Mall UPONREQUEST | = s % :
TJ Maxx UPON REQUEST S z
Walmart UPON REQUEST 3
Copper Beech :26 :56 EVERY 1/2 HOUR =) .
The Reserve 28 58  EVERY1/2HOUR gorkshnre‘
Jamestown :30  :00  EVERY1/2HOUR e BROOMFIELD
Yorkshire Commons :33 :03 EVERY 1/2 HOUR ) o L )
Music Bldg. - Lot#33  :42  :12 EVERY 12 HOUR Vi s | 2 s lE Resorve O
ACENTER [ University E
Meadows .7){(\ ‘ ;l\ar:estown
) 1 ) cMU = N pts-
Theunissen =
Stadium cmu
TOWERS @7/11 :15  :45  EVERY 1/2HOUR Kelly/Shorts Bluegrass
Westpoint Village :18  :48  EVERY1/2HOUR
Deerfield Village 220 :50  EVERY1/2HOUR Westpoint BLUEGRASS Menards
Lexington Ridge :25 E55) EVERY 1/2 HOUR Village O ‘ Copper
Theunissen Stadium Lot#70  :27  :57  EVERY 1/2HOUR Dick's Sporting Beech
Kewadin Village 29 59  EVERY1/2HOUR DENISON DR O mwx
SAC/McGuirk :30  :00  EVERY1/2HOUR WALVART O Kol -
Music Bldg. - Lot#33 :42  :12 EVERY 1/2 HOUR
SAM'S
EFFECTIVE AUGUST 2021 =) _ = CLUB
S 38 : - A
Q 52  Deerfield Lexington A SOUTH
N Vill Ridg =
COMMUTER SHUTTLE: = g e T = JOALA
MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM S = —
8:00PM & 10:30PM RETURN FROM PARK LIBRARY TO APT.
LATE
REQUEST STOPS: o REGULAR FARE 52.00 ~EE— — EARLY MAY
ARE I SESSION
EVERY HALF HOUR SHUTTLE STOPS: BE N (4 [ 4
/\BUS STOPS 1 ‘ ]
No fare collected/prepaid stops SEEN' @
by contract with our partners Step to
]
e for oSG oropaid by compex “‘ed"“"’ ictcbus.com (989) 772-9441
an wave All buses flex 1/4 mile of published route, call ahead for service
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THE LOST IN LOVE EXPERIENCE Hll‘llllﬁ""‘;,‘;

FRIDAY, MARCH 11 | 8:00PM

FRIDAY, JANUARY 21 | 8:00PM FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4 | 8:00PM _ SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19 | 8:00PM $30, $42,853 & $59
$33, $45, $55 & $62 $43, 953,569 & $76 $35,649,563 & $69

STYX CHICAGO SANTANA THERESA CAPUTO

SATURDAY, MARCH 19 | 8:00PM SATURDAY, APRIL 9 | 8:00PM SATURDAY, APRIL 16 | 8:00PM FRIDAY, APRIL 29 | 8:00PM
$44, 654,572 & $78 $59, 72, $85 & $92 $66.50, $98.50, $125.50 & $145.50 $54, 672,585 & $92

—

Complete show lineup available at SoaringEagleCasino.com

Visit the Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort box office, purchase two or more
tickets (*prior to day of show) to any show with cash or credit and receive
$20 in Premium Play on the day of show.

Get your tickets at Soaring Eagle Casino or
Saganing Eagles Landing Casino Box Offices, ETIX.COM or call 1.800.513.ETIX.

%oaringeaglecasino.com O o Mt. Pleasant, M| | 1.888.7.EAGLE.7 SOARING EAGLE

Performances held at Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan C A S I N O 8 R E S O R T®

Entertainment subject to cancellation. Management reserves all rights




