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This week in-brief
CD News Staff

Student Council passes 
three bills to approve new 
CIOs, amend Student 
Activities Fee guidelines 
and approve Membership 
and Outreach Chair 
appointment

Student Council passed a bill to approve newly 
contracted CIOs, a bill to amend the Student Activities Fee guidelines and a bill to approve an ap-
pointment made by the vice president for administration Feb. 25, during their general body meeting. 
After postponing the vote during last week’s meeting due to lack of Representative attendance, each 
bill passed with 19 yays and one abstention.

SB20-07, A Bill to Approve Newly Contracted CIOs, approved three new student organizations 
for CIO-status. These organizations were the British student association, HoosTalking and TAMID.

The major benefits of organizations gaining CIO-status is that it allows groups to apply for Student 
Council funding, participate in the Student Council Activities Fairs at the beginning of each semester 
and reserve spaces in grounds rooms. 

SB20-08, A Bill to Amend the Student Activities Fee Guidelines, re-worded various sections of the 
Student Activities Fee Guidelines, clarifying ambiguous language.

“It's pretty comprehensive, but it doesn't make any major changes that we haven't been doing,” 
Shefalika Prasad, a third-year College student and vice president for organizations, said. “It just makes 
it very concrete so that students can actually read it.”

SB20-09, A Bill to Approve an Appointment Made by the Vice President for Administration, ap-
proved Mary DeSimone, a second-year Engineering student, as the new chair of membership and out-
reach. Membership and Outreach is a committee within the administrative branch of the organization 
that deals with outreach to the University community and membership within the Student Council.

Hunter Wagenaar ends 
campaign for Student 
Council president

Third-year College student Hunter Wagenaar an-
nounced that he is dropping out of the race for Student 
Council president during his closing remarks of The 
Cavalier Daily’s fourth-annual presidential candidate 
forum Feb. 24. The University Board of Elections is in-
vestigating Wagenaar’s allegations regarding violations 
of endorsing procedure policies.

Wagenaar was running against third-year College 
student Ellen Yates, who currently serves as Student 
Council’s vice president for administration. Yates has 
not responded to request for comment as of press time.

In his closing remarks Monday night, Wagenaar al-
leged that he was coerced by the current administration to resign from his position as a Student Coun-
cil representative in October after he filed a rules and ethics complaint against Yates and Student 
Council president Ellie Brasacchio, a fourth-year College student.

Wagenaar also alleged that he was harassed during an endorsement interview by someone close to 
Yates’s campaign and that a member of Yates’s ticket slandered Wagenaar to the leader of an endorsing 
organization. 

UBE confirms that Wagenaar brought his concern regarding the endorsing interview to their at-
tention Feb. 14 — the second day candidates could interview with endorsing organizations. According 
to UBE, the board is still investigating and looking to rectify the situation.

UBE’s rules and regulations state that “no candidate may become involved in the decision-making 
processes of any Endorsing Organization’s endorsing process.” UBE holds the ability to revoke future 
eligibility to endorse through UBE from organizations who fail to comply with its standards.

During Student Council’s general body meeting Tuesday, Brasacchio spoke on behalf of herself and 
Student Council to address the claims, calling them “false and unsubstantiated.” She also expressed 
support for UBE’s investigation into Wagenaar’s allegations regarding election procedures.

The Cavalier Daily can neither confirm nor deny the full extent of Wagenaar’s claims as of press 
time.

Honor formalizes bad faith 
definition and Vice Chair 
of Education role

 The Honor Committee met Sunday to vote on 
the official language for “bad faith” — a term refer-
ring to Honor charges reported with malicious intent 
to damage the Community of Trust. Previously, “bad 
faith” appeared without an explicit definition in the 
Honor bylaws’ sections about reporting and inves-
tigating an Honor offense. This new vote will now 
provide an official definition. The vote passed with 
20 Committee members for, one opposed and two 
abstaining. The Committee also unanimously agreed to set minimal standards for the vice chair of 
education’s role. The rest of the meeting addressed the lack of candidates for Honor representatives 
and debated the definition of lying.

Honor Chair Lillie Lyon, a fourth-year in the College, mentioned that the approved definition of 
bad faith will not change Honor’s proceedings. Rather, the new language states Honor’s official under-
standing of the term that had not been explicitly stated in their bylaws prior to the vote. According 
to the updated Honor bylaws, bad faith involves “dishonest intent by the reporter in reporting a 
case.” After bad faith claims are initiated by the accused student or Honor investigators, the Executive 
Committee determines whether the bad faith charges are true. If the Committee finds evidence of bad 
faith, then the case will be dropped.

2.25
Total candidate spending 
projected up to $2,041 for 
2020 University-wide 
elections

Candidates for the Spring 2020 University-wide 
elections submitted their campaign expenses to the 
University Board of Elections Feb. 20 for the interim 
campaign expenditure report. The report, released 
Tuesday, projects that the election will cost up to 
$2,041.67, an increase from last year’s anticipated value of $1,492.66.

According to Spencer Whitney, UBE vice chair for candidates and third-year McIntire student, 
the majority of the reported expenses so far have been zero. 

Third-year College students Ellen Yates, Shefalika Prasad and Darynha Gnep are campaigning 
together for Student Council President, VPO and VPA, respectively. They have currently each spent 
$106.52 and are projecting to spend $118.35 each. 

All three of the candidates have received UBE grants which helps with their spending costs. In or-
der to receive grants from UBE, candidates are required to fill out a form explaining the amount they 
need and what they will be allocating their funds towards. The application for grants was due Feb. 7 
and optional for all candidates. 

Third-year College students Hunter Wagenaar, Ilyas Saltani and Veronica Merril were also run-
ning together for Student Council President, VPA and VPO, respectively. They had spent no money 
on their campaign, but their projected expenses were $185 each. 

LAUREN SMITS | THE CAVALIER DAILY

The majority of candidates have not spent any 
money on their campaignsPATRICK RONEY | THE CAVALIER DAILY

The Committee also discussed a revised definition 
of “lying”

EMMA KLEIN | THE CAVALIER DAILY

Running mate Veronica Merril has also dropped 
out of the race for VPO, while Ilyas Saltani will 
remain a VPA candidate.

RIVER STONE | THE CAVALIER DAILY

Each bill passes with 19 yays and one absention after 
being tabled last week.

2.24 2.262.23
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University elections began 
Feb. 25, and the race for Student 
Council President as well as the 
races for the seat’s attendant cab-
inet are uncontested. Two teams 
initially emerged with hopes of 
being elected. Third-year Col-
lege student Hunter Wagenaar, 
third-year Architecture student 
Veronica Merril and second-year 
College student Ilyas Saltani 
were campaigning on the same 
ticket against third-year College 
student Ellen Yates, third-year 
College student Shefalika Pras-
ad and third-year Curry student 
Darynha Gnep for the positions 
of Student Council president, 
vice president for organizations 
and vice president for adminis-
tration, respectively. As of Feb-
ruary 24, however, Wagenaar 
and Merril have announced their 
withdrawal from the race. In a 
Facebook post Feb. 25, Saltani 
announced that he will continue 
to seek election. 

“Empower the Student” — Ilyas 
Saltani

Despite his running mates 
dropping out of the race, Saltani 
wants to sustain their platform 
and continue their mission of 
“empowering the student.” He 
hopes to make Student Council 
more of an activist platform be-
cause he thinks it’s currently very 
neutral and only focused on put-
ting out legislation. 

“I think Student Council has 
the opportunity to be that me-
dium where we propagate the 
narrative of student self-govern-
ance,” Saltani said. “We will be 
that platform where we can uplift 

student voices, empower them, 
motivate them and give them the 
tools that they need as well as the 
resources and connections that 
they need to push whatever nar-
ratives they see within the realm 
of activism.” 

Saltani is currently a repre-
sentative for the College in Stu-
dent Council. He is also a direc-
tor of the Muslim Institute for 
Leadership and Empowerment, 
an organization that provides 
professional development and 
training for Muslim students and 
has founded a nonprofit called 
MILE National, which will be an 
umbrella organization allowing 
a number of similar leadership 
programs to be opened at other 
schools. These experiences have 
allowed Saltani to understand 
how the University operates in 
terms of infrastructure and con-
tributed to his desire to run for 
VPA, an administrative role. 

While Yates, Prasad and 
Gnep’s platform tries to help stu-
dents understand how Student 
Council operates, Saltani is ad-
vocating for a complete rewrite 
of the Student Council Consti-
tution. This doesn’t mean delet-
ing the document entirely but 
revising it and rewriting bylaws 
in a way that is more accessible 
to students. 

“You could point to a number 
of students around Grounds and 
ask them what Student Council 
has done for you or ask them 
what they know about Student 
Council and probably not get an 
answer,” Saltani said. “And that's 
totally valid. We essentially think 
that this requires a complete re-

write of not only the Constitu-
tion of Student Council to en-
sure that this will, going forward, 
change, but also a huge reflection 
on the institution itself — like 
a critique of how it's set up in 
general. Because clearly, it's not 
effectively reaching out to the 
student body in the way that it 
should.” 

Saltani wants to advocate 
for the foundation of a student 
credit union that would allow a 
disbursement of funds for stu-
dent organizations that isn’t ex-
clusively reliant on donations or 
grants. This would make funding 
more accessible to students and 
create a standard for all CIOs 
to equally benefit from. He also 
hopes to establish a larger stu-
dent arts fund.  

The biggest issue that Sal-
tani believes the University is 
facing is a lack of support for 
marginalized communities. He 
plans on founding a committee 
on activism that is committed 
to prioritizing the needs of mi-
nority students, students of color 
and marginalized communities 
in general. Members would look 
out for issues around Grounds 
that are inherently marginaliz-
ing and seek out effective ways 
to tackle them either through 
protests, writing documents, or 
directly reaching out to admin-
istration. The committee would 
also denounce practices such as 
the watchlist, legacy admissions 
and early decision that benefit 
certain groups over others. 

“Many of these radical chang-
es won't be seen overnight, and it 
also won’t happen with individ-

uals, it's going to require a mass 
effort,” Saltani said. “We think 
that by Student Council embod-
ying this persona, that will be the 
mass effort that we need to not 
only have students engage with 
Student Council more when they 
see that they're actually fighting 

for things that matter to them, 
but it will also be a platform that 
is a direct bridge to administra-
tion where it’s taken credibly 
[and] regarded credibly by ad-
ministration.” 

Breaking down the Student Council cabinet ticket
President and VPO races are now uncontested, while Ilyas Saltani remains in race for VPA against Darynha Gnep 

Maryann Xue | Senior Writer

FIONA DELZELL | THE CAVALIER DAILY

COURTESY ILYAS SALTANI

Despite his running mates dropping out of the race, Saltani wants to sustain their platform 
and continue their mission of “empowering the student.”
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“A Renewed Commitment” — 
Ellen Yates, Shefalika Prasad and 
Darynha Gnep

Third-year College student 
Ellen Yates, who is currently vice 
president for administration, 
is running for Student Coun-
cil president. Having been on 
Student Council since her first 
year, she has also served as Chair 
of the Student Life Committee, 
Student Dining Advisory Board, 
and Student Legal Services Ad-
visory Board, as well as Chief of 
Cabinet. 

“I oversee all the administra-
tive apparatus of Student Coun-
cil — things like the budget, mar-
keting, outreach, relations with 
alumni,” Yates said. “This insight 
has really shown me the potential 
for good that Student Council 
has, but I'm also highly aware of 
its shortcomings, and so a lot of 
our platform points are centered 
on sort of addressing those.”

The current vice president for 
organizations, third-year Col-
lege student Shefalika Prasad, is 
running for re-election. Previ-
ously, she was Chair of the CIO 
Consultants Committee, as well 
as the President of LabShorts — 
a short film CIO. She said she 
enjoys working with CIOs and 
wants to complete the projects 
that she has already started this 
semester. 

Third-year Curry student 
Darynha Gnep, who is current-
ly the Chair of the Student Life 
Committee, is running for vice 
president for administration. In 
addition to being Chair of the 
Student Dining Advisory Board 
and Co-Chair of the Transfer 
Resources Committee, he was 

also Logistics Coordinator at the 
AL1GN@UVA 2019 Conference, 
a student-led conference series 
dedicated to serving first-gener-
ation and low-income students. 

“Admittedly people don’t real-
ly like to say they like logistics, 
but that’s part of my ability to 
contribute to VPA,” Gnep said. 
“It’s just being able to juggle all 
the many internal apparatuses 
we have going on to make sure 
that internally we’re running as 
efficiently as possible, then the 
external goals and our outward 
facing persona, but also our in-
itiatives and policies are going 
to impact students at a greater 
level.” 

Yates, Prasad and Gnep are 
running on the same ticket under 
a campaign titled “A Renewed 
Commitment.” While “commit-
ment” stems from their devotion 
to Student Council, “renewed” 
speaks to their broader plans 
of creating change through the 
themes of presence, partnership 
and accountability. 

“One of the things that we 
want to emphasize is our rec-
ognition that students have, in 
some capacity, lost faith in the 
institution of student coun-
cil to do important, tangible 
work,” Yates said. “Our renewed 
commitment is a renewed com-
mitment to broad institutional 
change. That is reaching outward 
towards students, towards being 
an ally, towards being a resource 
sharer, rather than sort of an in-
ternal focus which is what I think 
past administrations have done.” 

Their platform is centered 
around student engagement, 
which they believe to be the 

most pressing issue faced by the 
University. To address this, they 
organized their platform around 
three main planks — presence, 
partnership and accountability. 

The theme of presence is 
to make resources and servic-
es more accessible to students. 
This includes implementing free 
printing, adding increased study 
spaces during Alderman Library 
renovations, opening a Student 
Financial Services office in New-
comb Hall, increasing the availa-
bility of after-hours on-Grounds 
parking and instituting a no-ex-
am policy on election days. They 
are committed to supporting stu-
dent organizations like DREAM-
ers to increase matriculation of 
undocu+ students and translating 
legal and financial documents 
into Spanish to support the Lat-
inx community. 

“There's a huge emphasis on 
equity and accessibility in this 
sort of plank of a platform,” Yates 
said. “So things like bringing 
back the Community Arts pan-
try to support our students that 
are low income, who don’t have 
the money to invest in quality art 
supplies. It would function like a 
food pantry for supplies.” 

Additionally, they also want 
to make mental health resourc-
es more accessible for students 
through expanding and in-
creasing the Next Steps Fund, a 
fund that provides two free off-
Grounds counseling sessions for 
students who need to go to long-
term counseling but can’t afford 
to. Currently, O’Hill staff have to 
pray in their offices, so they also 
plan to open up a prayer space in 
O’Hill.

At the center of the partner-
ship plank is the Inter-Organi-
zation Resource Coalition model 
which is intended to allow differ-
ent coalitions to meet regularly 
and connect with the resources 
they need to create change. Oth-
er initiatives under partnership 
include increasing co-sponsor-
ship opportunities, increasing 
the diversity of voices on forums 
and increasing information-shar-
ing between councils. One thing 
they’re also pushing for is part-
nership with graduate students. 

“The funniest part, I think, 
of [Student Council] is that we 
are primarily undergraduate 
membership … but we are for all 
schools, so we are also there to 
help graduate students,” Prasad 
said. “They don't really need stor-
age in Newcomb because they're 
not usually around here, and they 
don't really need space reserva-
tion because they've got their 
own schools to do that in, but 
what they truly do need is fund-
ing for things that their schools 
don't give them.”

According to their full plat-
form, accountability is about 
being transparent to the student 
body. This involves receiving 
consistent feedback to ensure 
that Student Council is meet-
ing students’ needs, requesting 
Student Council legislation and 
reworking SpeakUp U.Va. , an 
online platform where students 
can voice their concerns about 
the community, so that it is more 
accessible and user-friendly. 
They also want to hold the ad-
ministration accountable for the 
watchlist and legacy admissions 
practices. Through the watchlist 

practice, the University grants 
certain applicants advantages 
such as an additional review of 
their application due to their 
connections with major donors. 
Legacy admissions favor students 
who have connections with alum-
ni, a practice that Yates, Prasad 
and Gnep want to lobby the ad-
ministration to abolish. 

Due to the number of stu-
dents that are involved in CIOs 
on Grounds, Yates, Prasad and 
Gnep see clarifying the CIO ap-
propriations process as a priority 
so that organizations can under-
stand how to best use the money 
allocated to them. Through their 
proposed 1945 Capital Campaign, 
they want to create an unrestrict-
ed endowment fund for Student 
Council to use more freely.

“One of the unmet needs that 
we see is that students — and 
especially multicultural CIOs — 
have events that SAF can't sup-
port them on,” Gnep said. “And 
that's where our capital campaign 
will essentially help mitigate that 
issue, in terms of having an un-
restricted pot of money that we 
can use internally for our current 
issues, but also that we can help 
spread around in terms of events 
that we know are going to be im-
pactful to the student body.”

Last year, all of the College 
representatives in Student Coun-
cil ran uncontested. The posi-
tions of vice president for ad-
ministration and vice president 
for organizations were also un-
contested, and voter turnout in 
the Student Council presidential 
election was 12.6 percent, down 
from 18.8 percent the previous 
year. According to Yates, when 
students don’t vote for their 
representatives, representatives 
don’t feel accountable to stu-
dents as constituents, which in 
turn causes students to become 
frustrated and have no reason to 
engage with Student Council. 

Yates, Gnep, and Prasad’s 
campaign strives to increase stu-
dent engagement so that repre-
sentatives will be able to make 
decisions that truly reflect the 
will of their students. 

“Engagement is so incredibly 
important, but we also recognize 
it's our responsibility to be show-
ing students why,” Yates said. 
“This is where it all comes back 
to the renewed commitment. 
We are trying to regain students' 
trust that we can be a partner, we 
can be a resource to them, and 
we can make tangible change in 
their lives.” 

COURTESY  YATES CAMPAIGN

Yates (center), Gnep (left) and Prasad (right) are running on the same ticket under a campaign titled “A Renewed Commitment.”



The Cavalier Daily and Universi-
ty Board of Elections co-hosted the 
fourth annual Student Council Pres-
idential Candidate Forum Feb. 24 
with third-year College students El-
len Yates and Hunter Wagenaar pre-
senting their platforms as prospective 
Student Council presidents. 

Yates and Wagenaar took turns 
answering questions formulated by 
The Cavalier Daily and audience sub-
missions. Around 30 students were in 
attendance and the live-stream of the 
event had over 8,200 views as of press 
time.

The forum ended with Wagenaar 
ending his candidacy for president 
in his closing statement. Wagenaar 
cited alleged violations of candidate 
endorsing procedure policies as one 
of the reasons for his final decision to 
withdraw from the race. UBE is cur-
rently investigating the claims.

Yates and Wagenaar offered dif-
fering opinions on several issues re-
lated to the organization of Student 
Council, including transparency, 
campaign promises and lobbying 
practices.

Yates commended the current 
Student Council President, fourth-
year College student Ellie Brasac-
chio, but added that she would like 

the Council to approach issues from 
more of an outward facing perspec-
tive in the future. Wagenaar cited free 
menstrual hygiene across Grounds as 
a positive change implemented by the 
current administration, but argued 
that the presidency had become too 
centralized in the past year, which re-
sulted in a decrease of the legislative 
body’s power. 

Both candidates agreed that the 
transparency of Student Council is 
a major issue moving forward. Yates 
disagreed with Wagenaar’s idea of 
creating a new role, Vice President 
for Student Resources, to tackle 
transparency, as she said it would fur-
ther bureaucratize the system. 

Wagenaar raised an issue with 
Yates’s plan to encourage student 
leaders to participate in Student 
Council roundtable discussions and 
attend general body meetings.  

“That’s not the form of leadership 
I believe in,” Wagenaar said. “I be-
lieve that student leaders on Student 
Council should be going to students.” 

To combat declining student en-
gagement in Student Council, Wa-
genaar argued that the 12.6 percent 
turnout rate of students in last year’s 
election was a result of discontent 
with the organization. He argued that 

this lack of enthusiasm could be res-
urrected through the establishment 
of new and exciting projects and the 
elimination of the institutions no 
longer seen as relevant. 

Yates pushed back against an 
overhauling of the Student Council 
institution, instead arguing that con-
densing and focusing Student Coun-
cil into a more efficient process will 
increase student enthusiasm. 

Throughout the forum, Yates em-
phasized her experience in Student 
Council that has equipped her with 
the knowledge of the organization’s 
infrastructure and the awareness of 
what is needed for Council to be a 
more effective institution.

“I’ve been in Student Council for 
three years. I have a comprehensive, 
informed platform and a track record 
of getting things done,” Yates said. 

However, Yates received push-
back from audience questions about 
her coalition model and whether she 
had received indications that cultural 
student groups would participate. 

Yates explained that the fostering 
of relationships with leaders of stu-
dent organizations across Grounds 
would take time. She clarified that 
the model was not designed to in-
trude on multicultural organizations 

but to offer and share the resources of 
Student Council. 

Yates pointed out Wagenaar’s ties 
with friends of the University that 
help legacy students, arguing that this 
association may have played a role in 
Wagenaar’s decision to abstain on a 
Student Council vote denouncing 
the University’s admissions watch-
list. First publicized in 2017 and again 
brought to light September 2019, the 
University has used a “watchlist” to 
track certain applicants who receive 
an additional review during the ad-
missions process — many of whom 
are connected to major donors.

Student Council failed to pass a 
resolution condemning the practice 
October 2019 after a significant num-
ber of representatives abstained from 
the vote. 

Wagenaar explained his decision 
to abstain from the vote as stemming 
from the “mess” associated with it, 
noting that members of the executive 
body broke from meeting procedure. 

The candidates also differed in 
their approach to Student Council’s 
relationship with University admin-
istration. Yates proposed a working 
relationship, with students at the 
table and making decisions with 
administrators. She gave the exam-

ple of the Tuition Fees Admission 
Committee — a group of students 
that review the tuition plans for the 
upcoming year — to take place earli-
er in the year. In its current form, the 
committee meets after decisions have 
been made. 

Wagenaar disagreed with the 
characterization of Student Coun-
cil as a bridge between students and 
University administrators. Instead, 
he said the primary goal of the Coun-
cil should be amplifying students’ 
voices and interests. 

At several points throughout the 
forum, Wagenaar declined to respond 
to audience submitted questions re-
garding his resignation from the rep-
resentative body and concerns about 
working with members of the other 
ticket. Wagenaar declined to com-
ment for this article.

With Wagenaar dropping out of 
the race, Yates is running unopposed 
for Student Council president. Vot-
ing for all University-wide elections 
ends Friday, Feb. 28 at 4 p.m. Votes 
can be submitted electronically at 
uvavote.com.  
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Yates, Wagenaar debate at presidential candidate forum

EMMA KLEIN  | THE CAVALIER DAILY

The 2020 Student Council Presidential Candidate Forum was co-hosted by The Cavalier Daily and University Board of Elections. 

The candidates disagreed on how to best engage the student body with Student Council

Lydia Willcocks | Staff Writer



We all know someone. More 
importantly, a lot of us have been 
that someone — someone who 
struggles or has struggled with 
an eating disorder. 

According to the Oxford dic-
tionary, eating disorders include 
a range of psychological disor-
ders characterized by abnormal 
or disturbed eating habits. This 
can include bulimia nervosa, 
binge eating disorder, anorexia 
nervosa and orthorexia — the ob-
sessive pursuit of a healthy diet 
often combined with excessive 
exercise.

These unhealthy habits can 
look like the person masked their 
skipped meal by an “inconven-
ient class schedule,” woke up a 
little too early to get to the gym 
for just the wrong reason, binged 
on snacks meant to last a full 
week, looked in the mirror a few 
minutes too long tearing apart 
their beautiful reflection — the 
list goes on. 

If any of this strikes a chord 
for you — or if you’ve known or 
seen someone around you strug-
gle with this — it’s likely because 
the prevalence of eating disorders 
in college has steadily increased 

over the past few years, rising to 
32 percent of females and 25 per-
cent of males, according to data 
from the National Eating Disor-
der Association.  

Colleges are often a breed-
ing ground for eating disorders 
due to high pressures to fit in, 
the idealization of thinness and 
societal emphasis on weight as 
the primary indicator of health. 
Combined with a busy schedule, 
increased stress and frequent 
comparison, there are many fac-
tors that make people much more 
vulnerable to eating disorders as 
a means of control.  

This year, National Eating 
Disorder Awareness Week falls 
from Feb. 24 to March 1 and aims 
to bring attention to an epidem-
ic that’s affecting millions, span-
ning all shapes, sizes, genders and 
races. Although eating disorders 
are often associated with females, 
many males also struggle with 
body image and eating disorders, 
and 16 percent of transgender 
college students have reported 
having an eating disorder. 

NEDA’s slogan for 2020 is 
“Come As You Are” — acknowl-
edging there is no one type of 

person who develops eating dis-
orders while also encouraging 
those who either previously had 
or currently have an eating dis-
order to embrace where they are 
and who they are. All eating dis-
orders are different and require 
different recovery processes, and 
where everyone is in their recov-
eries also differs. Universally, 
there are some things we can all 
do to be an ally to those with eat-
ing disorders. 

To start, if you notice some-
one around you has a negative 
relationship with food — such 
as thinking about food constant-
ly, thinking about body image 
or weight obsessively or feeling 
any kind of shame in relation to 
either of these categories — let 
that person know you care.

Remind those around you 
there is more to their life than 
their body or what they do or do 
not eat. Our culture is obsessed 
with discussing body image, 
weight, workouts and even what 
you ate for dinner last night. 
While these questions may not 
be asked with ill intentions, for 
those struggling with eating dis-
orders, the impact can be broad-

er and more triggering than you 
may think. This unhealthy obses-
sion — thinking about food every 
waking moment of the day — is 
not a fun thing to go through, 
and I speak from experience here. 
Let’s work hard as a community 
to lift each other up about things 
that aren’t our diets or next 
workouts. 

In a similar regard, avoid 
making accusations about other 
people’s diet, exercise or body. 
Telling someone suffering from 
an eating disorder to “just eat 
more” is not helpful. If the per-
son felt they could do that, they 
would have already. An eating 
disorder is not a choice — it is 
both a mental health disorder 
and an addiction.

There's a difference between 
eating and moving because it 
feels good and because you are 
forcing yourself to. I know I nev-
er wanted to admit I had a prob-
lem, and that’s an issue in and of 
itself. The stigma behind eating 
disorders stretches far beyond a 
number on a scale or a reflection 
in a mirror. It, like depression or 
anxiety, is mental — a constant 
fight between mind and body.

As an ally, it can be difficult 
to watch someone you know go 
through these challenges, but 
taking the time to gain awareness 
and understand how you can help 
can make all the difference. You 
have the power to help those suf-
fering feel seen and heard which 
can encourage them to reach out 
for help. Recovering in college is 
possible and worth it — because 
above all, we are all worth it. 

If you or someone you know 
is struggling with an eating dis-
order, please reach out for help. 
The Elson Student Health Center 
has an eating disorders consulta-
tion and treatment team, which 
includes a number of trained 
nutritionists, psychotherapists, 
medical providers, and more. You 
can also text “NEDA” to 741741 or 
visit the National Eating Disor-
ders Association website for ad-
ditional resources.
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How to be an ally to those with eating disorders
The catalyst for change is conversation, so let’s talk about eating disorders

Isabel Salken | Food Writer



Sade: I knew that everybody wanted us to have a 
non-typical date, and so my first option was Jump Cville. 
But he said no, because he had salsa [dancing], which is a 
fair reason, but we ended up deciding on baking because we 
both like to bake.

Jae: We just texted about how to make [our date] origi-
nal. And we went down the list, like a sunrise hike or going 
downtown or something like that. But then she mentioned 
baking, and I love to bake — I'm literally baking a banana 
bread later on tonight. And I was thinking, you know, that's 
pretty fun. You can't go wrong with that, and also I looked at 
my fridge, and I had no groceries. So it sort of just [became] 
a Trader Joe's/bake date, and it was pretty fun. I picked her 
up from Mem because she had just got out of a class, and I 
had to get out of a doctor's appointment. 

Sade: He was standing, and he was looking in the op-
posite direction waiting for me to walk up. And so I was 
coming from behind, which is a little weird, and then I was 
like, “Hi.” And then, I didn't know if I was supposed to hug 
him or not, so I hugged him. And he wasn't uncomfortable, 
but I don't think he was expecting a hug. 

Jae: I think she's a hugger. She gave me a hug the minute 
she saw me just standing by my car picking her up from 
Mem. And I felt a little weird about that because I [had] 
literally just met her. But we had texted a lot, and that was 
a lot of fun. 

Sade: So he picked me up after my last class, and then we 
drove to Trader Joe's because he wanted to go to Trader Joe's. 
We decided that we were going to bake sugar cookies and 
decorate them, and we were going to give them to you, but 
my friends ate them all so sorry about that. But, we went to 
Trader Joe's and then they didn't have any sugar cookies. But 
he still wanted to do his personal shopping, and I was like, 
“Okay, I'll do mine, too.” And so we bought our groceries, 
and then we [went to Kroger and] got sugar cookie dough 
and icing. Then we went back to my sorority house because 
when I asked him whether or not he wanted to go to his 
house or my house, I said I lived in a sorority house and we 
could go there if [he] wanted but it would give him a lit-
tle bit [more] attention. And he said he was okay with that 
because he thought I wouldn't feel safe [at his apartment] 
because I didn't know him yet.

Jae: It just worked out conveniently. Logistics wise, we 
were talking about where we could make our stuff. And I 
was like, I could offer off my apartment, but I did not know 
who this person was nor even know what she looks like. So 
I was just like, hmm, maybe somewhere else or maybe her 
place. So conveniently she lives in [a sorority house], which 
me being a nursing student, I have a million friends in. We 
decided to just go bake there. 

Sade: When we met in person we joked that he was kind 
of like a serial killer, but it was fine and he was really nice. 
I don't think I was intimidated. He was really good at two 
truths and a lie, and he kept wanting to play two truths 
and a lie. And I thought that I was good, but he got mine 
right every single time. And then his [truth], for example, 
was that he fended off four bears. But I don't know if that 
counts as a truth because he saw four bears from a distance 
on separate occasions, so there's a lot of technicalities.

Jae: We did a lot of two truths and a lie. We pretty much 
just made a game out of it the entire time. She said I was 

really really good at it. I was really apparently good at read-
ing out the bulls—t of which one is actually a lie. For exam-
ple, one of mine was, “I've been dancing for eight years. I 
learned how to ride my bike at 12. And I’ve fended off four 
bears on four different occasions.” I would have hard-hitting 
ones, and hers would be really difficult too, but I just sort of 
guessed [them], and we just had a really good game about it. 

Sade: I know about his family history and the struggles 
of his grandmother, and I know his reasons for going abroad. 
He wants to go back to the Philippines. He asked me about 
the [scandal that happened with the Multicultural Student 
Center]. I learned so much. I learned about his camping ex-
perience, about his interests and his hobbies.

Jae: One of the topics was just the ability to speak one's 
mind. We talked about what happened at the MSC a few 
weeks ago and her thoughts about it. [We also talked about] 
her perspective being a white woman and also me being a 
person of color but a leader of people of color by starting 
my organization for mixed people, too. So, I think [we had] 
both a mix of very fun conversations — like true two truths 
and a lie, weird things about our families, how we coped 
in middle school — and also just serious things like your 
thoughts about what happened at something at U.Va. … and 
what you see from that perspective.

Sade: He's super involved, and I don't know how I didn't 
meet him before, but we have a bunch of friends in com-
mon. All of my friends who I asked about him  — because I 
didn’t know him — were all like, “Oh, he's super involved.” 
When we were talking about things he just had a story for 
everything, and he really is truly in every single club on 
Grounds. Wildly insane. He has a dog. He just seemed like 
he had it all going on and all figured out. He's basically the 
only boy in Nursing. I'm sure there are others, but he's kill-
ing it. He just really seemed to have everything in check. 

Jae: I think the biggest thing [that] was really weird is 
that we had a lot of the same friends that were talking to 
each other and to us about each other, while we never actu-
ally knew about each other … That was sort of a big thing 
… She was really really sweet and fun. I felt weird because 
she was gassing me up a little bit about how involved I am. 
Because I think the way that people described me to her was 
that like, “Jae is super super involved, but he apparently does 
it well,” and I'm just like, “Stop, stop it,” haha.

Sade: So we went up there [to my sorority house] and 
I told him earlier [that] I had to go to a dinner with my 
friends around six, and we got back at 5:45 [p.m] to bake 
these cookies. But I was like, “it's okay we're going to bake 

the cookies anyway.” We baked them and then I was late, 
but he was really nice and we ended up making them in 
honor of Pilot Pete, because “The Bachelor” was on that 
night, and we both watched “The Bachelor.”

Jae: I think we were just sitting there thinking how we 
were going to decorate these cookies. The way that we fig-
ured it out was just starting on the topic of “The Bachelor,” 
and I think since “The Bachelor” was on later that night, 
anyway, it just made a lot of sense. I didn't want to bring any 
cookies home, so I was like, “Let’s just make cookies [for the 
house] because [the girls are] gonna watch “The Bachelor” 
later anyway.” That was just a lot of fun … She had dinner 
plans at six. I had a study [session] at 1515, and we just split 
off from there and walked down the Corner.

Sade: My mom told me — this is weird — but a palm 
reader told her that I would meet the love of my life before 
the end of 2020, and his name would start with the letter 
P like Pilot Pete or Patrick. So I knew as soon as he said 
his name was Jae that it wasn't [going to] work out. But he’s 
really nice and cool. I think, honestly, we're both super en-
thusiastic, and I think that our personalities are similar … 
He was really really sweet and super nice and super cool. 
He genuinely has it all going on. Someone should date him.

Jae: She texted me the night afterwards, “I had so much 
fun today. I love talking about your family and your in-
volvements and fighting off bears. I think we would make 
great friends, shocking we haven’t met before.” So, [I was] 
instantly friend zoned there, which is fine, and I responded, 
“Absolutely. It was great hanging out with you,” and then 
she hearted the message. 

Sade: Blind dating was fun. My parents met on a blind 
date, and so I was kind of excited but, I don’t know, kind of 
disappointed that I didn't find the love of my life. But it's 
okay. But you should definitely write an article called Single 
Sade and I will definitely work with you on that and be de-
voted to that. Send me [on a date] with the rejects. 

Jae: I think I just met a new friend, and I would love to 
hang out again. But we’re busy people. We’re third years  — 
it be like that.

MEETING UP
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Love Connection: Sade and Jae
Sade and Jae met outside Memorial Gym Monday afternoon

Katherine Schwartz | Love Connection Writer

Sade Storthz: Third-year Curry student
Dream job: Celebrity talk show host
If you were an animal or a plant, what 
would you be?: Aloe vera 
Deal breakers: Rude, already in a rela-
tionship, criminal record, prefers cats to 
dogs, picky eater

COURTESY JAE GUERRANT

Jae Guerrant: Third-year Nursing 
student
Dream job: Medical Specialist for Na-
tional Geographic’s documentary teams 
because I want to eventually play with 
penguins
If you were an animal or a plant, what 
would you be?: Owl, an image of wisdom 
that never sleeps
Deal breakers: Dirty, disorganized, 
self-centeredness

CASUAL CONVERSATIONS

FUTURE PLANS



Top 10 types of laptop stickers for self-expression
If you’re looking for a way to silently communicate your identity to your peers, use these stickers to accomplish that goal

Kaitlyn Hilliard | Top 10 Writer

Thursday, February 27, 2020 | 9LIFE

1.The basics
What are “the basics,” you may ask. Well, this can be 

anything from your home state, name, monogram or ma-
jor. Any sticker that could be a part of your syllabus week 
introduction would fall into this category, and despite 
their surface-level information, they are extremely valua-
ble in the first stage of self-expression via laptop stickers. 

4.Dogs — and other pets, but 
mostly dogs

In addition to sharing your affection for cute, fur-
ry friends, stickers of puppies will also provide a bright 
moment for the people looking at your laptop while you 
work on your assignments. If you are feeling particular-
ly fancy, I would recommend making custom stickers 
of your pets to showcase the animals that really bring 
joy to your life! Even if you don’t have any pets of your 
own, there are still plenty of adorable stickers of crazy 
otters, lizards and sharks — both real and cartoon — 
that would look great next to your favorite foods on the 
back of your laptop. 

Political affiliations
Regardless of what your beliefs may be, putting po-

litical stickers on your computer can help you support 
causes you feel passionate about. It is likely that you use 
your laptop every day, so why not use it as a platform to 
communicate your stances on issues that are relevant to 
both yourself and your peers? As an added benefit, you 
may find that putting a “controversial” statement out in 
the open may spark an enlightening discussion or — at 
the very least — keep people with opposing stances away 
from you. 

2.

Clubs and organizations
This category of stickers works in two ways. One — 

you share the types of things that you are passionate about 
within the University and Charlottesville community. 
Two — you always subtly advertise and promote the clubs, 
organizations and causes that bring you purpose and joy. 
In doing this, you may pique somebody’s interest or find 
a new friend that is also involved in similar organizations. 
Whether your organizations are religious, service-based, 
cultural or academic groups, spread the word about what 
brings you life and where you have found your place on 
Grounds. 

6. Media
Media stickers can include anything from artists, 

bands, lyrics, favorite books, radio stations and televi-
sion shows. This category of stickers could also give you 
a chance to rep your favorite newspapers and podcasts — 
perhaps The Cavalier Daily? A lyric, quote or album cov-
er can grasp the very essence of your identity. And what 
better way to express yourself than with one of Michael 
Scott’s greatest pieces of advice or with the lyrical genius 
of Ariana Grande? 

9.

Memes
Your personal taste in memes defines your sense of hu-

mor, which is arguably the most significant form of self-ex-
pression. There is a wide variety of memes in this world and 
an equally wide variety of laptop stickers that depict them, 
so there is no excuse for a computer without at least one 
hilarious internet craze. Let’s just hope you’re ready because 
if not, you may put yourself at risk within meme-culture. As 
my favorite laptop sticker says, you must “yeet or be yeeted.”

7.

Your favorite foods and drinks
The options never end with this category, and I think 

that we can all agree that a person’s favorite food or drink 
says a great deal about their character. Are you addicted 
to iced coffee? Does spaghetti bring you life? Is there a 
particular dish that represents your culture or holds im-
portance in your family? We all know that food works to 
nourish both body and soul, but one of its little-known 
purposes is serving as self-expression in sticker form. 
Never forget that.

3.

Sports
Sports stickers come in all shapes and sizes. Wheth-

er your laptop is decorated with logos from your beloved 
professional teams or simply the equipment that is used in 
the game, these stickers are sure to express how athletic and 
knowledgeable you truly are. In addition to broadcasting 
your sporty side, stickers featuring pictures of your all-time 
favorite player or inspirational quotes from the coaches like 
Tony Bennett can express traits or pillars that are crucial 
when your peers are trying to pinpoint exactly what type of 
person you are. 

5. 8. Travel
A great way for people to get to know you is to hear 

about adventures you have taken and places you have been. 
Stickers are generally a cheap souvenir that can be put on 
laptops, water bottles or cars. Whether the sticker is one 
of those classic ovals with city abbreviations, from your 
favorite cafe abroad or a reminder of the most outrageous 
vintage clothing store you ever came across, share it with 
everyone by slapping it on your computer. That way, your 
memories can travel with you whether you’re headed home 
or to a new place you’ve been dying to explore. 

No stickers?
Maybe you don’t have stickers because you lack per-

sonality. Maybe you don’t have stickers because you like 
mystery. Perhaps the fact that you lack a personality is a 
mystery. All of these are possible options, but it’s probable 
you just like a clean, professional laptop — that’s okay, too. 
However, you need to be ready to answer questions about 
who you are because without stickers people lack a win-
dow into your lifestyle — and soul.

10.

TAYLOR WEIGAND | THE CAVAILER DAILY

Stickers are extremely valuable for self-expression. 

EMMA KLEIN | THE CAVAILER DAILY

Stickers can include anything from book quotes to lyrics to 
memes. 
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When art meets sound — TechnoSonics XX
University faculty and graduate students joined guest artist Ryoko Akama in showcasing their aural and visual performances 

The Bridge Progressive Arts 
Initiative’s one-room gallery 
— nestled behind the Belmont 
Bridge — was packed with stu-
dents and Charlottesville com-
munity members Feb. 21 for the 
Telemetry: TechnoSonics XX 
show. Every month, The Bridge 
hosts Telemetry — a music pro-
gram that occurs with the sup-
port of the McIntire music de-
partment and U.Va. Arts. This 
weekend marked a special install-
ment — one which combined the 
work of Telemetry artists and the 
TechnoSonics XX show. 

Dreamy rain and thunder 
audio titled “Rainforest IV” — 
created by students of Sound of 
Art in Practice — drowned out 
the chatter. The space was dim-
ly lit by soft orange and violet 
lights and adorned with a clutter 
of objects — glass bottles, cans, 
wires and audio equipment were 
strewn across two tables, while 
an orange cone hung from the 
ceiling. What seemed like just an 
array of mundane, every-day ob-
jects was actually a mix of unlike-
ly instruments used by the artists 
to create innovative sounds that 
heightened the duality of sound 

and silence. 
The evening was marked by a 

variety of dynamic acts. A hush 
spread over the crowd as Three 
Blind Mice opened the show 
with “Violinguistics” — an elec-
tro-acoustic musical composition 
that melded together smooth and 
somber violin music with tense, 
warped voice recordings. Also, 
Becky Brown showcased her piece 
“Dark Parts” — which embodied 
the essence of a liminal space. 
The piece consisted of a video 
in which the viewer seemed to 
stumble through an empty house 
to the sound of a static voice re-
peating “inside.” 

University faculty Ted Cof-
fey and Heather Frasch took the 
stage with “Remembering with 
Objects.” The delicate text score 
was created with slow, meticu-
lous movements. While Coffey 
shook a ceramic container with 
metal rings near a microphone, 
Frasch moved between creating 
sounds with a pine cone and tap-
ping two cups together. The mu-
sic “maps personal connections 
among memory, places, and self.” 

In the next piece — “Deep 
Map #1” — Michele Zaccagnini 

immersed the audience in an au-
ral and visual experience which 
he named “deep mapping.” Deep 
mapping is “an approach that al-
lows the composer to store and 
render musical data into vis-
uals by ‘catching’ the data at its 
source, at a compositional stage.” 
The piece consisted of a video of 
streams of colored light hitting a 
bubble, synchronized with trippy 
and jumbled beats. 

Later in the night, Max Tffirn 
hovered over drone synths, guitar 
pedals and sequencers, twisting 
the knobs of his audio equip-
ment, creating “Interruptions in 
an Endless Expanse.” The piece 
incorporates a plethora of ech-
oing and pulsating sounds “that 
slowly morph into one another.”

Guest artist Ryoko Akama 
ended the show with the sixth 
of her solo performance series, 
“shimatsu.” Although Akama has 
been doing these kinds of per-
formances for over a decade, this 
was her first time performing in 
Charlottesville. In her perfor-
mances, she attempts to make 
“aural perceptions.”

“Sometimes it doesn't work, 
sometimes it does, it's fine, it is 

a matter of process,” Akama said. 
The composition began with the 
sound of a bouncing ping-pong 
ball. A rotating wire created a 
spark as it struck against a can 
— brightening the room for a 
second with a flash of orange 
light. As Akama began picking 
up glass bottles that emitted a 
piercing sound, the orange light 
was quickly replaced by the green 
glow of a single lightbulb. The 
sounds created by these objects 
were periodically halted, mag-
nifying the silence in the space. 
Akama’s innovative performanc-
es start with finding the right 
objects.

“I collect objects all the time,” 
Akama said, “It is a level of em-
barrassment but if you walk 
around with me around the town 
I am always looking around at 
everything that is rusting, old or 
metallic.”

While her work is thought out 
and carefully executed from be-
ginning to end, there is an air of 
fluidity in her performance due 
to the unpredictability of the art 
form. 

“I try to think that there are 
no mistakes in my work or per-

formance. I am following my in-
stincts,” Akama said. “Every per-
formance within the tour I use 
the same objects, but at the same 
time every performance will be 
quite different.”

Just as the show linked togeth-
er objects and sound, the Bridge 
Progressive Arts initiative makes 
it its mission to foster a link be-
tween the University with the 
rest of the Charlottesville com-
munity. 

“We are always trying to not 
only bridge those sorts of com-
munities but also get different  
mediums to sort of collide too,” 
said Alan Goffinski, executive 
director of The Bridge. 

Goffinski lauds the relation-
ship between the University and 
Charlottesville, deeming them 
two entities that coexist harmo-
niously. 

“The Charlottesville commu-
nity has a lot to offer the students 
at U.Va. , and we believe the U.Va. 
students have a lot to offer Char-
lottesville,” Goffinski said. “We 
like to be an organization that is 
a conduit for that exchange.”

Kalista Diamantopoulos | Staff Writer

KALISTA DIAMANTOPOULOS | THE CAVALIER DAILY

The Bridge Progressive Arts Initiative hosted the joint event, combining Telemetry and TechnoSonics XX to feature a variety of artists. 



Cristina Rivera Garza’s writ-
ing embodies the experience of 
fully entering a landscape’s soul. 
The immersion begins early — on 
the second page of Rivera Garza’s 
translated edition of her latest 
novel “The Taiga Syndrome,” a 
house is described as “[having] 
the air of a last refuge,” — and 
the wilderness doesn’t stay on the 
boundaries of the page, but sinks 
through the reader’s body. Rivera 
Garza’s words spoken in the Ro-
tunda Multipurpose room Feb. 20 
captured the sinking presence of 
the wintery evening. 

Rivera Garza has written po-
etry, novels and short story col-
lections. She has also won some 
of Mexico’s most prestigious lit-
erary honors for her tales, which 
often invoke mystery through 
the roundabout way she intro-
duces certainties of the story — 
the “facts” in the mystery of “The 
Taiga Syndrome” are nestled in 
the atmosphere of a befuddling 
place. 

Although this novel contends 
with much more than just plot 

in its prose, the story is about a 
detective’s quest to find a mad 
couple who have run away deep 
into the Taiga forest. The female 
detective at the core of the tale is 
never named, and neither is her 
translator. Her identity mostly 
remains a mystery — one which 
exists within the mystery she’s 
been tasked to solve. The man 
who hired her also remains most-
ly anonymous but is given a hu-
morous moniker — “the man who 
had two wives” — and is scarce-
ly characterized, except by the 
opinions of the detective. The 
entire journey hinges on uncer-
tainty, building on simple facts, 
like the two-wived man receiv-
ing a telegram from an ex-wife 
and becoming convinced that 
she wants him to find her. The 
runaway ex-wife’s truth is a root 
of the detective’s curiosity. This 
intentional withholding of de-
tails gives the tale another layer 
of mystery for the reader to piece 
together. Roberto Rodriguez-Es-
trada, M.F.A. candidate in prose, 
shared a quote in their introduc-

tion that called “The Taiga Syn-
drome” “both quietly poetic and 
narratively unhinged.”  

Although her manipulation of 
clarity can be applauded for all 
its literary genius, the absence 
of detail Rivera Garza provides 
can be infuriating. It’s definite-
ly meant to be. This intentional 
absence mirrors the uncertain-
ties of the detective’s search, 
which continuously bump up 
against the trials of translating 
the search to those who might be 
helpful — other travelers at the 
campsites who may have seen this 
mad couple on the run. 

Rivera Garza writes about 
these translation trials from a 
place of personal experience. She 
called her translators her co-au-
thors, and in a tone of clear re-
spect said, “Translating is an 
extreme sport … translating is 
magical.” One chapter in the nov-
el, named “Tongue to Tongue,” 
has a completely different Eng-
lish translation similar to “some-
thing of your language in my 
language,” but this direct shift 

loses the implication of eroticism 
present in the Spanish original. 
Rivera Garza and her translators 
reportedly labored over this until 
she received a call at two in the 
morning — “ ‘Tongue to tongue!’ 
And that’s exactly what I was try-
ing to say.”    

One gets the sense that Rive-
ra Garza has spent a lot of time 
in a forest. Though Garza was 
born in the north country of 
Mexico where forests are sparse, 
she spoke about living in Toluca 
— the highest town in Mexico — 
and how the forests there spurred 
her engagement. “Toluca is in the 
outskirts of a huge volcano and 
the bottom is surrounded by 
forest,” factors which contrib-
uted to the reasons why she was 
intrigued by this landscape. Al-
though Rivera Garza said she had 
no personal experience with a 
Taiga forest, the anxieties of the 
terrain’s vast solitude permeated 
her imagination. 

The glimpse Rivera Garza 
shared of her upcoming piece 
— “Grieving” — omits the mys-

tery and eeriness she previously 
undertook in her work, replac-
ing it with distilled beauty. The 
piece’s prose ruminates on words 
through repetition — in a way 
that bears a resemblance to ob-
session in grief. Cristina Rivera 
Garza’s prose orbits through mi-
croscopic hints of a landscape — 
“the stilts of an egret, a vulture 
overhead” — before arriving on 
a declaration that clarifies lo-
cation with startling directness. 
Here, she explained that “This 
is a wetland.” The piece asserts 
the “beating of an oriole’s wings” 
are above. Rivera Garza shows 
collections of what is seen, what 
is felt and pieces together what 
can be told. Her writing is in-
candescent and progresses into a 
world that most readers haven’t 
explored before — a world of sur-
prising streams that run awry.
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In compliment of Cristina Rivera Garza
Visiting lecturer’s reading from her latest translated novel gave U.Va. students and faculty a delicious taste of a mystery’s antics

 Elliot Van Noy | Senior Writer
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Monday night, The Cavalier 
Daily and University Board 

of Elections co-hosted a live candi-
date forum for the upcoming Student 
Council presidential election. Dur-
ing the closing remarks of the forum, 
candidate Hunter Wagenaar, third-
year College student, alleged multiple 
instances of misconduct during the 
UBE-sponsored endorsement pro-
cess. Based on these claims, it is clear 
that UBE should have postponed the 
election for all Student Council po-
sitions until a full investigation into 
the legitimacy of his claims has been 
completed. 

Most notably, Wagenaar accused 
individuals currently close to and on 
Yates’s campaign ticket of trying to 
influence endorsing organizations 
to support her candidacy. Wagenaar 
claims that this happened on multiple 
occasions, and UBE confirmed that 
they were made aware of a formal 

complaint that Wagenaar brought 
forth.

Regardless of personal preference 
or individual opinion of the candi-
dates themselves, the gravity of these 
allegations alone merits an investi-
gation. The allegations suggest very 
serious claims of corruption against 
the Yates ticket — as such they must 
be investigated in a fair and balanced 
manner before any election decisions 
are made. Without this, it would be 
impossible for a fair election to be 
guaranteed at this time. UBE is tasked 
with upholding the integrity of stu-
dent elections — an obligation that 
is so significant as it allows for the 
University’s sacred ideal of student 
self-governance to be upheld.

According to UBE Rules and Reg-
ulations, “No candidate may become 
involved in the decision-making pro-
cesses of any Endorsing Organization’s 
endorsing Process.” If a complaint 

concerning a violation is brought to 
UBE, the board has the right to “re-
solve the dispute through mediation.” 
Although these allegations have not 
been confirmed, members running 
for several Student Council positions 
are implicated in the ongoing investi-
gation. Notably, according to Wage-
naar, someone running for election on 
Yates’s ticket may have been involved 
in the alleged violation.

At this time, UBE is conducting 
investigations to gather more infor-
mation about Wagenaar’s claims as 
well as decide the best path forward. 
Mason Fuller, UBE Chair and fourth-
year College student, said this type of 
alleged violation of UBE policy is “un-
precedented” and that they are pursu-
ing a “reasonable and fair” response for 
everyone involved.

However — with voting having 
begun Wednesday morning — UBE 
should have worked towards resolv-

ing the issue so that voters are not 
casting their votes without all of the 
information. Wagenaar’s allegations 
involve members of the Yates tick-
et — as such, the elections for each 
of these positions is affected by the 
eventual decision from UBE. Thus, 
because UBE was not able to finish its 
investigation into these claims before 
the beginning of the voting period, 
they should have pushed back the elec-
tion until it is completed. Wagenaar 
brought his concerns to UBE Feb. 14, 
and no plan of action has yet been 
made public. The decision from UBE 
regarding these allegations holds enor-
mous weight in the election — as such, 
the decision should have been made 
before voting begins.

Some may propose that the more 
practical option would have been to 
hold the election as planned and lat-
er have a new election depending on 
the conclusions of the UBE investiga-

tion. However, this would likely hin-
der student trust in Student Council. 
Student election turnout is already 
critically low, and asking students to 
vote in multiple election cycles may 
further discourage them from casting 
their votes. Moreover, the only choice 
left for students is to vote for candi-
dates that are tied to an ongoing UBE 
policy investigation — regardless of 
its outcome. Students deserve to have 
the full truth — from an independent 
investigation — before making a deci-
sion this vital.

THE CAVALIER DAILY EDITO-
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UBE should have postponed Student Council elections
Allegations of misconduct deserve to be fully investigated so that students can make an informed decision



Virginia will cast its ballots 
March 3 for the several 

Democratic candidates seeking the 
presidential nomination and the 
Commonwealth will vote again for 
the candidates running for con-
gressional nominations June 9. The 
approaching Democratic primaries, 
especially here in the fifth congres-
sional district, could not be more 
important for voters, specifically 
student voters like all of us at the 
University. Voting for candidates 
we believe in and that we hope will 
secure the nomination is important 
and at the forefront of our minds 
when entering the voting booth. 
But a primary vote, with this year 
being no exception, is much more 
than just voting for one’s preferred 
candidate. A primary vote sends a 
message to the eventual candidate, 
the party and the entire nation. 
When that primary vote comes 
from a student, it means even more 
and challenges conventional Amer-
ican politics. Regardless of who 
wins the Democratic nomination, 
a strong youth turnout at the polls 
will impact the rest of the election 
cycle.

In 2016, Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., 

did not win the Democratic nom-
ination, but his run still had pro-
found effects on the party and 
the Democratic platform. His 
run forced the Democratic Party 
and nominee Hillary Clinton to 
embrace more progressive ideals. 
Sanders did not create this change 
alone — he was fueled by the mil-
lions of voters that cast their ballots 
for him. Out of those voters, it was 

the youth vote that really stood out. 
Sanders garnered 71 percent of vot-
ers under the age of 30 — a bigger 
majority than any other age group 
for either candidate besides the 65+ 
age group. 

While the youth vote had a huge 
impact, it could have been even big-
ger. Only one-third of registered 
voters ages 18-24 voted in the 2016 
primary cycle, and only 50 percent 
of registered voters ages 18-29 vot-
ed in the general election. These 

numbers may be higher than previ-
ous years, but they are still low. If 
the youth turnout followed these 
trends, but had a 20 percent higher 
turnout rate in either the primary 
or the general election, electoral 
politics in the United States may 
look very different now. The youth 
vote — which is largely made up of 
college students — could be one of 
the main driving forces for change 

this election cycle if we all show up 
to vote.

If you are a college student that 
wants medicare-for-all or actual 
moves towards tackling the issue 
of climate, then voting in the pres-
idential primary is crucial. The 
party is at a crossroads right now 
— members are either embracing 
the progressive wing of the party or 
sticking to a more moderate path 
forward. The deciding factor in this 
decision may very well be the youth 

vote, making college campuses like 
U.Va. the battleground of the future 
of the party and nation. The voice 
of students will help decide who the 
next nominee is, and it will most 
definitely impact the party plat-
form for 2020.

Making sure to vote in the Pres-
idential primary is crucial. In June, 
Charlottesville has another big day 
at the poll — the congressional pri-

mary. In the fifth congressional dis-
trict, the seat has been historically 
safe for Republicans. But over the 
past few election cycles, the Dem-
ocratic candidates have begun to 
close the gap. The last election in 
2018 saw Rep. Riggleman, R-Va., 
defeat Leslie Cockburn by less than 
7 percent, which was much closer 
than any recent race in the district. 
If students become more involved 
with local elections such as the fifth 
district, this will also have a pro-

found impact on regional politics 
rather than just nationwide elec-
tions. There are currently six candi-
dates in the race. All University stu-
dents should take the time to learn 
about the candidates and decide 
which one represents them best. A 
candidate that has the backing of 
students already has an advantage if 
they are able to motivate University 
students to show up at the polls.

This is going to be a consequen-
tial year. The Democratic Party 
will have a nominee and hopefully 
that nominee will go on to defeat 
President Donald Trump in the 
general election. The only way we 
can ensure this change is if we, the 
youth voters and college students of 
America, all vote during this pri-
mary cycle and in November. Vote 
in the Virginia presidential primary 
March 3. Vote in the Virginia con-
gressional primary June 9. And vote 
in the general election on Novem-
ber 3. Buckle up!

HUNTER HESS is an Opinion Col-
umnist for The Cavalier Daily. He can 
be reached at opinion@cavalierdaily.
com. 

All University students should take the time to learn about the candidates and 
decide which one represents them best.
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You must vote in the Virginia primary elections
If you vote for Democrats or lean left at all, it is crucial that you vote in both the Presidential primary in March and the Congressional primary in June

Denver Riggleman, 
R-Charlottesville, has 

now been representing Virginia’s 
5th District — which includes 
Charlottesville — for over a year. 
In a year, he has shown us exactly 
why he is unfit to represent this 
community in Congress. Since 
taking off, he has shown with 
both his campaign financing and 
his voting record that his loyal-
ties lie not with the citizens of 
Charlottesville, but rather fol-
low the interests of big money 
donors.

Riggleman often criticizes 
lobbyists and big money in pol-
itics, saying they have too much 
control on the system. He writes 
on his website of “weaponized 
regulations crafted by lobby-
ists.” What he often fails to dis-
close is the monumental amounts 
of money funneled to him and 
his political allies by corporate 
sponsors. In the 2019-2020 cycle, 
he received more than  $35,000 
from various gas and oil compa-
nies like ExxonMobil, the Koch 
Foundation and Valero Energy 
— companies notorious for try-
ing to gut environmental regula-
tions. Furthermore, of the more 
than $600,000 he received last 
election cycle from Super PACs, 
more than 80 percent of the con-

tributions came from big busi-
ness. Some Super PACs, how-
ever, demonstrate Riggleman’s 
self-serving nature far better.

One such Super PAC — the 
Restoring Economic Fundamen-
tals PAC — lists Riggleman as the 
person of contact. This PAC gave 
Riggleman thousands between 
various elections. While it is not 
unusual for a candidate to have 

their own PAC, some of its ex-
penditures are highly problemat-
ic. Riggleman, who owns his own 
distillery, sponsored the PAC in 
various regulation-cutting bills. 
Some of the bills sponsored by 
REF would increase amounts of 
alcohol served, increase commis-
sions paid to distillers and re-
duce regulations on distilleries. 
His own Super PAC was used in 
an attempt to reduce regulations 
on the business from which his 
family still profits. 

Other than his personal fi-
nance issues, Riggleman presents 

a host of problems with his vot-
ing history in Congress. Many 
of his votes go against his stated 
policies on various issues. For 
example, he voted against Med-
icaid protections and a bill dis-
approving of President Trump’s 
Medicaid policies while claim-
ing that he continued to support 
government healthcare protec-
tions. Furthermore, he supports 

Trump’s position in 94.1 percent 
of votes according to pollster 
website FiveThirtyEight. Some 
of these votes present disastrous 
policy choices. In one conten-
tious vote, he sided against send-
ing relief to Puerto Rico — which 
is still recovering from a disas-
trous hurricane from two years 
ago largely because aid has been 
stalled by Trump. He also contin-
uously supported Trump’s bor-
der policies with Mexico, while 
also rejecting humanitarian aid 
to those being most hit at the 
southern border. 

Riggleman tries to portray 
himself as a middle-of-the-road 
Republican who is willing to 
work with whoever to get things 
done, but has proven through his 
votes that his loyalty lies with his 
party rather than his constitu-
ents.

Moreover, his arguments 
against the impeachment of the 
president were ludicrous. He 

denounced the process as “parti-
san” and held the US Mexico and 
Canada Agreement as a major 
reason not to impeach Trump — 
a deal that has been evaluated by 
many economists as a weakened 
version of NAFTA that will harm 
American exports. Throughout 
the whole process, Riggleman 
ignored every fact presented to 
him in various hearings. He even 
tried criticizing the amount of 
money spent on impeachment — 
which was estimated to be $3 mil-
lion — while staying completely 
silent over the $20 million of gov-

ernment spending used at Trump 
properties.

While Riggleman presents 
himself as a moderate Republican 
and working man in favor of bi-
partisan cooperation and against 
corporate money in politics, he 
consistently votes with the en-
tirety of the Republican block in 
Congress and decries bipartisan 
work. In addition, his campaign 
takes hundreds of thousands of 
dollars from corporate sponsors 
and votes with them. He accepts 
money from major oil firms and 
consistently votes the way they 
want. He accepts money from 
major banks and votes against 
consumer protections that are vi-
tal for the economy. In his time 
in Congress, he has voted as a 
self-serving Republican while 
masquerading as a “moderate.” 
It’s time for him to go. 

JEREMY SIEGEL is an Opinion 
Columnist for The Cavalier Daily. 
He can be reached at opinion@cava-
lierdaily.com.

Riggleman tries to portray himself as a middle-of-the-road Republican who is 
willing to work with whoever to get things done, but has proven through his votes 

that his loyalty lies with his party rather than his constituents.

Let’s do away with Denver Riggleman
Charlottesville deserves a better congressman



HUMOR

CARTOON
How to make: pretzel hugs

Alannah Bell | Cartoonist

Long-distance relationships at U.Va.
Long-distance relationships 

can definitely work! Unless you 
go to school in Charlottesville, 
Va. 

Think about it buddy — 
you’re a three hour bus ride from 
the nearest major airport, and 
train tickets rival the price of 
your college tuition. Without the 
comfortable cushion of a family 
trust fund, it’s hard to dish out 
around $500 a semester purely 
towards the logistics of your rela-
tionship. The Blue Ridge Moun-
tains offer a stunning view, but 
the closer you are to them, the 
further you are from your high 
school sweetheart that goes to 
another university. 

Yeah, you can travel to your 
significant other on one auspi-
cious weekend when your ac-

counting homework gives you 
some respite. However, the prob-
lem isn’t getting there — it’s com-
ing back. Once you get a taste of 
places where shops are open past 
9 p.m., there are more than five 
bars and students that are not all 
from NoVa, why would you ever 
want to make the trip back down 
country roads taking you home 
to a place you don’t belong?

There are a few ways to cut 
costs, though. For starters, try 
posting on the “Hoos Riding 
Hoos Driving” Facebook group 
for a chance at getting a ride to 
your destination. If you’re not 
going to NoVa, however, that 
chance is less than that of a 
non-legacy, low-income appli-
cant getting into an Ivy League 
school. Furthermore, be prepared 

for other desperate U.Va. Univer-
sity students piggybacking on 
your post on the group, in hopes 
of stealing your spot in a gener-
ous driver’s car. If you somehow 
emerge victorious in the “Hoos 
Driving” Hunger Games, sit back 
and relax. Don’t forget to pay the 
driver any amount they ask for, 
because we know you won’t back 
out now.

Another option could be to 
politely ask your significant oth-
er to visit you at U.Va. Convince 
them about how the mountains 
are a “good break from city life” 
and conveniently forget to tell 
them there’s literally nothing 
to do here on weekdays. Hey, 
at least you’ll get to spend the 
much-needed quality time with 
them. Take them out to dinner 

at 7 p.m. , and when they com-
plain about how early it is, ex-
plain to them the scientific ben-
efits of eating before 8 p.m. I’m 
sure there’s an article about that 
somewhere. Hopefully they don’t 
stay for more than three to four 
days and you won’t need to have 
the awkward conversation with 
them about “doing something 
fun” when you’ve ticked off every 
item from that list. Maybe show 
them the Rotunda again? Rein-
state how beautiful it is and its 
status as a World Heritage Site! 
It’s often tempting to ask your 
significant other to visit over 
spring break or fall break. Don’t 
make that mistake. Don’t invite 
them to a college town when no-
body’s in college. Nobody wants 
to travel for six to seven hours to 

visit just another town. 
At the end of it all, I really 

do hope your relationship works 
out. If you feel you’re with the 
one, don’t let them go over trivial 
problems. Charlottesville really 
makes the distance feel like more, 
however, love knows no distance 
— am I right?

ANAV SINGH is a Humor Col-
umnist for The Cavalier Daily. He 
can be reached at humor@cavalier-
daily.com
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Across
1 CBS News hosted one of these Tuesday. 
4 Someone that doesn't belong or stands out 
in an awkward way 
9 At a distance from your viewpoint 
10 A note that refers the reader to another 
piece of information 
11 The backlit, glass part of your phone or 
computer that you probably stare at for 
hours a day. 
12 A now obsolete container used to store 
expensive leaves for brews (2 words). 
13 A rather colorful, old-fashioned way to 
exclaim, "Nonsense!" 
15 Opposite of leave 
16 State scheduled first in the U.S. Presiden-
tial primary season 
17 To take over a person's thoughts 
21 If you want to build a fire with very little 
smoke, use this substance instead of wood. 
22 Water, oil, mercury, for example
24 Word in the title of Oscar Wilde’s play 
about being Earnest 
25 A door that is left ---- is partially open. 
26 Canceled out; typically seen in a legal 
context 
27 Used to describe something said without 
emotion or equivocation 

Down
1 From Latin, "in fact" 
2 A sizable boat that typically carries large 
amounts of cargo; also, to push forward. 
3 A shorter, very similar synonym for tech-
nique 
5 Inside leg stitching on a pair of pants 
6 Superb, excellent; in another sense, far-
fetched 
7 A "Super" and "Fat" day of the week 
8 State with the final presidential primary 
contest in the month of February; Colum-
bia, Sumter and Myrtle can be found here. 
14 An electric screwdriver, for example 
16 Not displaying the characteristics, physi-
cal or emotional, of a person 
18 In "Still I Rise," Angelou writes that she 
walks as though she has one of these in her 
living room. 
19 As opposed to caucuses, these electoral 
contests allow voters to cast secret ballots 
for their preferred party nominee. 
20 To get the best position in a crowd, you'll 
probably have to do this. 
23 Four cups make up one of these.

CORRECTION
In the Feb. 20 issue of The Cavalier Daily, 
the article “Honor prepares for ‘Bad 
Faith’ vote” previously misstated that 
the bad faith definition will appear in 
Honor’s constitution. It has been correct-
ed to reflect that the passed language will 
appear in Honor’s bylaws.

PUZZLES
WEEKLY CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Aaron Rose | Puzzle Master
* THE SOLUTION TO THIS PUZZLE CAN BE FOUND IN THE NEXT ISSUE

* SOLUTION FROM LAST ISSUE
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Men’s basketball downed in-
state foe Virginia Tech in Blacks-
burg Wednesday night, 56-53. The 
Hokies (15-13, 6-11 ACC) tied the 
game at 53 with 11.3 seconds left, 
but sophomore guard Kihei Clark 
responded with a three-pointer 
with 2.1 seconds on the clock to se-
cure the win for the Cavaliers (20-7, 
12-5 ACC). 

Senior forward Mamadi Di-
akite kicked off the scoring with 
a jumper off an assist from junior 
guard Tomas Woldetensae after one 
minute of play, and Virginia Tech 
responded with a tough layup from 
freshman guard Naheim Alleyne. 
However, the two teams then pro-
ceeded to combine for just seven 
points in the first 5:27 of play, as 
shots failed to fall on both sides.

Fueled by a corner three-point-
er from Clark, the Cavaliers em-
barked on a 7-2 run, capitalizing on 
an unorganized Hokie offense that 
struggled to provide help on drives 
inside and taking a 12-4 lead with 
12:05 left in the first frame. Virginia 
Tech finally concluded a 4:15 scor-
ing drought off of an elbow jumper 
from junior guard Wabissa Bede as 
the Massachusetts native and the 
Hokies looked to find an offensive 
rhythm. 

Nevertheless, three-pointers 
from Diakite and sophomore guard 
Kody Stattmann helped extend the 
Virginia lead to 20-9 with 7:49 left 
in the first-half. The Hokies contin-
ued to struggle from the field, scor-
ing just two points in the final 5:19 
of the first half, while the Cavaliers 
took advantage of strong distribu-
tion from Clark to score the final 
six points of the half and take a 26-
11 lead into halftime. 

Despite the low score, the Cava-
liers looked solid on offense, shoot-
ing 45.8 percent from the field and 
30 percent from the three-point 
arc in the first-half. Notably, Diak-
ite was an offensive stalwart, sin-
gle-handedly outscoring the Hokies 
with 13 points in the first 20 min-
utes. Virginia Tech, on the other 
hand, shot just 20.8 percent on field 
goals — more than six percent less 
than in their January clash against 
Virginia in Charlottesville, which 
saw the Hokies score a season-low 
39 points. 

Virginia Tech junior forward P.J. 
Horne injected some life into the 
Hokie offense with a three-pointer 
to start the second-half, but Wold-
etensae matched him with his first 
three of the evening. Nevertheless, 
Woldetensae quickly went cold, 
missing his next two threes, as the 

Hokies clawed back into the con-
test with three three-pointers in the 
first 4:33 to cut the Cavaliers’ lead 
to 35-26. 

The Virginia defense respond-
ed to Virginia Tech’s newfound 
success from the arc with strong-
er close-outs, forcing the Hokies 
to beat them inside, where strong 
shot-blockers Diakite and junior 
forward Jay Huff lurked. As such, 
the Hokies went on yet another 
scoring drought, which lasted 4:53, 
yet the Cavaliers were unable to 
take advantage of these shooting 
struggles, only scoring three points 
during that stretch. 

However, the Hokies found 
their stride with 10:34 to play, as a 
difficult mid-range jumper from 
freshman guard Jalen Cone cata-
lyzed a stretch of three straight 
three-pointers from Virginia Tech 
to cut Virginia’s lead to 40-37 with 
8:20 left in regulation. Senior guard 
Braxton Key sank two free throws 
to re-extend the Cavaliers’ lead to 

five, as the teams started to trade 
shots from the free-throw line. 

Cone brought Virginia Tech 
closer with yet another three-point-
er and two free throws from fresh-
man guard Landers Nolley II tied 
the game at 44-44 with 5:15 to 
play. Woldetensae drained two 
free throws to regain the lead for 
the Cavaliers, but Hokie fresh-
man guard Hunter Cattoor hit a 
three-pointer to give the Hokies 
their first lead of the game at 47-46. 

Diakite stepped up and con-
verted a layup inside to once again 
retake the lead for Virginia, but a 
jump-shot from Radford and two 
free throws from Nolley II gave Vir-
ginia Tech a three-point lead head-
ing into the final 3:30. Nonetheless, 
a jumper from Clark and a subse-
quent corner three-pointer from 
freshman guard Casey Morsell gave 
Virginia a two-point lead with 2:00 
left in regulation. 

Strong defensive possessions 
from both teams maintained Vir-

ginia’s 53-51 advantage, but the 
Hokies held the last shot with 22 
seconds to play as they looked to tie 
or take the lead. Off-ball movement 
from Nolley II drew Key outside the 
lane, allowing Radford to drive and 
lay the ball off the glass and into the 
hoop with 11.3 seconds to go — ty-
ing it up at 53. 

Despite having multiple time-
outs remaining, the Cavaliers drove 
down the court as Clark went 
around a Key screen to the left wing. 
The Woodland Hills, Calif. native 
used a crossover to gain separation 
from Cone, draining a three-point-
er with 2.1 seconds left. The Hokies 
were unable to score on a last-ditch 
heave on the subsequent possession, 
and Virginia emerged victorious, 
56-53. 

“Kihei backed the guy up and 
what a beautiful, beautiful three,” 
Coach Tony Bennett said. “He’s a 
winner, and I’ve said that often. I 
kind of challenged him — I didn’t 
think he had the greatest second 

half with some of his defensive 
things, but he responded the right 
way with the way he played, and we 
needed every ounce of it.”

Diakite led all players in scoring 
with 19 points, while Key posted a 
double-double — scoring 10 points 
and grabbing 11 rebounds. Clark 
was similarly excellent, netting 10 
points, six rebounds and six assists. 

Next, Virginia puts its five-game 
winning streak on the line against 
No. 7 Duke at John Paul Jones Are-
na Saturday. Tip-off is set for 6 p.m., 
and the game will be broadcast live 
on ESPN.“Kihei backed the guy up 
and what a beautiful, beautiful 3,” 
Virginia Coach Tony Bennett said. 
“He’s a winner, and I’ve said that 
often. I kind of challenged him - I 
didn’t think he had the greatest sec-
ond half with some of his defensive 
things, but he responded the right 
way with the way he played, and we 
needed every ounce of it.”
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Sophomore guard Kihei Clark — beyond his game-winning three point shot — was an adept distributor of the ball, dishing out six assists.

Men’s basketball holds off Virginia Tech 56-53
The Cavaliers withstood a second-half three-point barrage from the Hokies to secure a fourth-straight win against their in-state rivals

Akhil Rekulapelli | Sports Editor



Virginia women’s squash won 
the Kurtz Cup, which is awarded 
to the national champion of the B 
Division of the College Squash As-
sociation Team Championships, for 
the first time in program history 
this past weekend. 

Entering the weekend with a 
14-6 record, the Cavaliers overcame 
Middlebury, Cornell and Dart-
mouth en route to the champion-
ship. Virginia lost just six matches 
all weekend.

Virginia began its tournament 
weekend against Middlebury Fri-
day, coming away with a decisive 
9-0 victory at Yale’s Brady Squash 
Center. The No. 2 Cavaliers (17-6) 
swept the No. 7 Panthers (8-9) for 
the fourth straight time. 

Sophomore Emma Jinks started 
out the match strong for Virginia, 
defeating sophomore Ideal Dowl-
ing 11-3, 11-4, 11-2 at the top of the 
order. 

Notable performances were also 
delivered by senior Sarah Doss, who 
only conceded four points in her 
3-0 victory against freshman Grace 
Santoro, and junior Emily Wood-
worth, who rallied back from a 4-11 
loss to beat senior Natasha Lowitt 
4-11, 11-1, 11-4, 11-5. 

While a few other Cavaliers ran 
into trouble, Virginia ultimately 
cruised to a comfortable win.

Next, Virginia faced No. 3 Cor-
nell (7-11) Saturday, coming away 
with a 6-3 win to advance to the 

finals for the first time in team his-
tory. 

Despite Cornell securing the 
first point of the day, Virginia 
quickly rallied back with wins from 
freshman Maria Paula Moya and 
senior Julia Thompson to lead 2-1. 

Virginia stretched the lead after 
sophomore Caroline Baldwin re-
corded a 11-9, 11-8, 11-9 win in po-
sition nine, and sophomore Sydney 
Maxwell won 11-3, 11-8, 11-6 against 
senior Colby Gallagher in position 
three. 

Freshman Julia Curran was then 
up in position seven against fresh-
man McKenna Stoltz, with the op-
portunity to win the entire game 
for the Cavaliers. She did exactly 
that after taking a decisive 11-3, 11-
3, 11-3 victory. 

The win secured Virginia’s spot 
in the finals Sunday. In the cham-
pionship, Virginia faced No. 1 Dart-
mouth (8-7). 

Dartmouth had a strong start, 
winning three straight points in po-
sitions three, nine and four. How-
ever, Curran turned the tide for the 
Cavaliers, defeating junior Sandra 
Reiss 11-9, 8-11, 11-6, 9-11, 11-5, in a 
thriller.

Another notable performance 
came from Paula Moya, who came 
back from losing two consecutive 
matches 4-11, 7-11 to win her last 
three matches 11-9, 11-5, 11-4 and 
secure another hard-fought win in 
position two. 

Jinks, Thompson and freshman 
Grace Seymour all also recorded 
notable 3-0 victories against their 
opponents, as Virginia took home 
the championship win.

"I couldn't be prouder of this 
team," Coach Mark Allen said. 
"They played their hearts out to-

day. Historically, going 3-0 down 
after the first wave of matches is 
something that our team has not 
been able to recover from, but to-
day when their backs were against 
the wall, they believed in their own 
ability and played great quality 
squash to find their way back into 

the match.”
The men’s squash team will now 

have its turn to compete at the CSA 
Championships, starting Friday in 
Boston. 

Just over a month ago, a sports 
columnist for The Cavalier Daily — 
who will remain nameless — wrote 
an article predicting that Virginia 
men’s basketball would miss the 
NCAA Tournament. At the time, 
the conclusion seemed rational, 
given that the Cavaliers were 12-6, 
had lost four of their past six and 
were offensively inept.

However, since that article came 
out, the situation has changed. Vir-
ginia has won seven of its last eight 
games, and the Cavaliers are now 
significantly more likely to qualify 
for this year’s tournament.

One of the key changes that 
Virginia needed to make was find-
ing a solution to its struggling of-
fense. While the Cavaliers have 
scored, on average, 62.6 points per 
game during the recent eight-game 

stretch — slightly higher than their 
season average of 57.7 points per 
game — the biggest improvements 
have come from junior guard To-
mas Woldetensae and sophomore 
guard Kihei Clark.

Woldetensae has been the of-
fensive spark that Virginia needed 
this late in the season. In the past 
eight games, he has scored in dou-
ble figures five times, including a 
27-point outburst in the Cavaliers’ 
loss to then-No. 5 Louisville. 

He has also been Virginia’s sav-
ior multiple times as of late. For 
instance, he drained a last-second 
three-pointer to beat North Caro-
lina in a crucial game Feb. 15. His 
ability to be a reliable scorer for 
Virginia helps open up the offense 
and forces opposing defenses to 
spread themselves thin. 

In the previous article about 
Virginia’s potential for March 
Madness, the previously-referenced 
author criticized the Cavaliers for 
relying on Clark to be a dependa-
ble scoring threat. However, Clark 
has proven that he can be a strong 
scorer. Over the past eight games, 
he has reached double figures in six 
matchups. 

In one of the two games where 
he was limited to single digits, he 
recorded 10 assists to keep the of-
fense humming. His ability to 
consistently lead the team and fa-
cilitate offensive plays has allowed 
the Cavaliers to remain competi-
tive in games where the offense is 
stagnating.

With roughly two weeks left in 
the regular season, ESPN “brack-
etologist” Joe Lunardi has been re-

leasing his projected NCAA Tour-
nament bracket more frequently. 
In his most recent edition from 
Monday, he projects Virginia to be 
in the tournament field, placing as 
a No. 10 seed. Given his expertise 
in the area, it is certainly a positive 
sign that he has moved the Cava-
liers back into the field after weeks 
of having them on the outside 
looking in.

Virginia currently has 20-7 over-
all record and is 12-5 in the ACC — 
making them the fourth-best in the 
conference. With four regular sea-
son games remaining, the Cavaliers 
look to break the 20-win threshold 
that nearly every NCAA Tourna-
ment team will have. 

However, the road ahead isn’t 
easy, as two of the remaining games 
are against nationally ranked teams 

— No. 7 Duke and No. 11 Louisville 
— and the other  game is on the 
road against Miami. If the Cava-
liers can win against Miami and 
have solid showings in the other 
two games, they should find them-
selves in a good position heading 
into the ACC Tournament.

There are always teams that 
seem to get hot at the right time of 
year, and Virginia has been gaining 
momentum over the past month. 
If the Cavaliers want to defend 
their 2019 national championship, 
they must continue to play well. 
And, if they do, maybe someone 
can tell the aforementioned sports 
columnist about how bad his take 
ended up being. Maybe I’ll give 
him a piece of my mind too.
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 The chances of making it to March Madness
Virginia’s best stretch of the season has vaulted it back into tournament conversation

Luke Stievater | Sports Columnist

COURTESY VIRGINIA ATHLETICS

Virginia has had an unprecedented climb in the college squash world, rising to the top 10 in just its third season of varsity play.

Virginia women’s squash wins the Kurtz Cup
For the first time in program history, the Cavaliers end the season ranked in the top 10

Greta Timmins | Associate Writer 



New Dominion Bookshop 
and The Paramount Theater 
hosted Brian Greene — physics 
and mathematics professor at 
Columbia University, New York 
Times bestselling author and 
co-founder of World Science 
Festival — for a discussion of 
entropy, evolution and eternity. 
Greene released his new book, 
“Until the End of Time,” Feb. 18, 
before coming to speak about it 
and his work at The Paramount 
Theater Friday at 7 p.m. As a sci-
entist, Greene is known across 
the world for his contributions 
to the field of theoretical physics. 
He has made numerous impor-
tant findings within superstring 
theory, which defines particles in 
terms of vibrations, most notably 
the discovery of mirror symme-

try and spatial topology change. 
However, what perhaps dis-

tinguishes Greene most is his 
ability to make these complex 
ideas accessible to the general 
public by using everyday exam-
ples to explain complicated sub-
jects within theoretical physics.

In his opening question, he 
oriented the audience to the 
magnitude of the evening’s topic 
— the beginning and end of life.

“How do we fit into the ex-
panse of time?” Greene said. 

Using a visual montage of 
the universe’s timeline, Greene 
narrated the life of our universe 
as if it were only a year old. At 
the very end of the montage, he 
revealed that if the universe's 
lifespan was indeed scaled down 
to a single year, recorded human 

history would comprise only the 
last couple of seconds. 

But in these last seconds when 
humans first appear on the time-
line, the second law of thermody-
namics — the law of entropy — 
seems to be violated, Greene said. 
The law states that entropy — a 
measure of disorder in the uni-
verse — increases with time.

The phenomenon is like a 
desk, Greene said. At the begin-
ning of the work week, a desk is 
orderly with few things on it. As 
the week progresses, more things 
get piled on it, resulting in an 
increase of item configurations 
on the desk. The desk becoming 
more disorderly throughout the 
week in the metaphor is similar 
to how the second law of thermo-
dynamics works.

But humans and life itself 
seem to violate this law, as we 
have evolved and become spe-
cialized with precise biological 
functions and have built ordered 
communities. 

For Greene, however, this 
interpretation ignores one key 
source of disorder in our lives — 
our emission of heat. Every day, 
when we move, talk, work and 
even think, we emit heat, effec-
tively contributing to the entro-
py in the universe. By living, we 
create entropy. 

Jackie Spong, an applied phys-
icist at Stanford University who 
attended the event, stated that 
Greene failed to justify this the-
ory given the extent of humans’ 
apparent violation of the second 
law.

“During the lifetime of a per-
son, we continually violate the 
Second Law of Thermodynam-
ics,” Spong said. “We continual-
ly make order, and that’s a huge 
question. Why does life act this 
way? No one knows.” 

After sharing his views on 
entropy, Greene moved to evolu-
tion — a physicist's evolution.

According to Greene, this 
version of evolution establishes 
the attractive nature of particles 
— their ability to build on one 
another, mutate, build faster and 
repeat until complex structures 
like human cells are created. 

“This is natural selection at 
the point of particles with no 
intelligence — just the laws of 
physics playing out in nature,” 
Greene said. “Our brain is sim-
ply a bag of particles governed by 
physical laws.” 

Thus free will does not exist, 

according to Greene. Human 
thoughts, actions and beliefs are 
simply products of particular 
patterns of particles created by 
the laws of physics. 

Spong had further concerns 
about the holes present in this 
statement.

“I’m a physicist as well, and I 
wasn’t satisfied with his answers 
and he glossed over many impor-
tant things,” Spong said. “I also 
can’t accept his mechanistic view 
of free will. I don’t understand 
… he said free will arises out of 
complexity … but how?” 

Regardless, Greene believes 
that, at some point in the future, 
life itself will no longer exist.

According to Greene, the 
Second Law of Thermodynam-
ics will eventually envelop the 
world in so much chaos that the 
heat emitted by a single human 
thought will be enough to burst 
the world into flames. This phe-
nomenon has been scientifically 
defined as the heat death, but 
its validity is still being studied. 
However for Greene, life as we 
know it will end due to the Sec-
ond Law of Thermodynamics. 

Regardless of divergent sci-
entific philosophies or person-
al convictions, many audience 
members were impressed by 
Greene’s personality and pres-
entation. 

“He’s a very good, personable 
speaker, and he takes very com-
plex subjects and makes them un-
derstandable,” said Peter White, 
Charlottesville community mem-
ber and event attendee. 

Spong further agreed, though 
she was still discontent with 
some of Greene’s explanations. 

“I don’t think he has an an-
swer to these questions, but I 
wished he would have just said 
that,” she said. 

But to Greene, this simple, 
novel — and often audiovisual — 
presentation is about more than 
selling tickets.

“In my own research, I find 
that I never really understand 
what I’m doing if I rely purely on 
the equations,” Greene said. “[My 
presentation style] is not so sepa-
rate from what I actually do.” 

His new book that inspired 
the talk, “Until the End of Time,” 
covers the entire history of the 
universe — starting back at the 
Big Bang yet continuing far into 
the future as well, even hinting 
at the possible ways that the uni-
verse may end — all while focus-

ing on humanity’s role within it. 
His book also describes the role 
of narrative, myth, religion and 
creative expression within hu-
man life and our search to find 
meaning within existence. 

“My intent is to plumb the 
depths of this universe and to 
try to get at the heart of human 
journey to find understanding,” 
Greene said.

He further hopes to share his 
understanding and perspective 
with the world through his nov-
els. 

“It's tragic in my mind that 
so many people can be so excit-
ed about these deep mysteries 
of the cosmos and yet shut out 
from really engaging with the 
ideas because they don't have an 
advanced degree in mathematics 
[or] they haven't gone to gradu-
ate school in physics,” Greene 
said. “My most recent book really 
aims to be an accessible journey 
through the most wondrous of 
ideas.”

Greene hopes his book and 
speaking engagements — like the 
one hosted by Paramount and 
New Dominion — will remind 
people of the mystery of the uni-
verse. 

“When you see our moment 
on the cosmic timeline and you 
realize how fleeting it is and you 
realize how ephemeral our pres-
ence in a cosmic unfolding is … 
it allows you to recognize how 
exquisite it is that we're here, 
how incredibly unlikely it is that 
we're here and how precious it is 
that we're here,” Greene said.
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Brian Greene, professor of mathematics and physics at Columbia University, explained 
humankind’s search for meaning through examining the history and future of the universe at 
his recent talk at the Paramount Theater. 

Brian Greene discusses how we got here, how we’ll leave
Columbia professor and celebrity physicist takes audience on an audiovisual journey through entropy, evolution and eternity to explain life itself 

Samuel Wilson & Callie Freeman | Staff Writers



A new organization at the 
University, focusing on designing 
and building a fully autonomous 
electric go-kart, has just received 
$50,000 from the Jefferson Trust 
to start building the club. Cavalier 
Autonomous Racing will be men-
tored by Madhur Behl — assistant 
professor of computer science, en-
gineering systems and environment 
— and he hopes that the organiza-
tion can provide students inter-
ested in the areas of robotics and 
autonomy — the ability for a robot 
to understand its environment and 
make decisions on its own — an 
avenue for learning valuable skills. 
The club’s efforts will culminate in 
a demonstration at the Indianapolis 
Motorsport Speedway during the 
summer or fall of 2020, and Behl 
hopes that the team of students 
will use this event as a milestone to 
potentially partake in the full-scale 
autonomous car racing competition 
known as Indianapolis 500 in 2021.

Behl explained the motivation 
behind the club stems from his 
long experience with autonomous 
car racing. For the last four years, 
he has been leading an open-source 
project to build what he calls F1/10 

cars, which are one-tenth the scale 
of Formula One race cars — sin-
gle-seat and open-cockpit cars de-
signed for attaining high speeds 
meant for racing. According to 
Behl, the next logical step for these 
race cars would be to scale-up from 
F1/10 and create go-karts, which 
would be approximately six feet by 
four feet in size. 

Behl also teaches an undergrad-
uate computer science elective 
course where approximately 50 
students can learn the fundamen-
tal principles of autonomy — per-
ception, planning and control — as 
well as apply this theory to race 
F1/10 cars. In addition, he men-
tioned that some students outside 
of the Engineering School were in-
terested in his class and that a Uni-
versity-wide organization would 
make the activity more accessible.

Behl’s interest in autonomous 
race cars stems from his research, 
which focuses on increasing the 
safety of self-driving cars. He ex-
plained the seemingly counterin-
tuitive connection between racing 
and safety.

“The idea is … when a collision is 
imminent or some car just weaves 

in front of you at the last second, 
then your autonomous vehicle has 
to have the ability to break aggres-
sively or maneuver aggressively at 
the limits of its agility,” Behl said. 
“So for that split second, it has to 
become like a race car.”

To ensure the club could be suc-
cessful, Behl submitted a proposal 
to the Jefferson Trust in late 2019, 
requesting $50,000. 

"With an activity like auton-
omous racing, the first year is 
typically the most expensive year 
because you are buying parts, and 
you're putting this together physi-
cally," Behl said. He also added that 
when building race cars, it is essen-
tial to have spare parts while test-
ing, which adds to the overall cost.

In January, Behl was notified 
that he was a finalist, and at the end 
of that month, he pitched his idea 
to about 40 members of the trust’s 
board. The board agreed to provide 
the entire amount he requested. 

Behl plans to host interest meet-
ings after spring break for students 
both in and out of the Engineering 
School. He hopes to attract a varie-
ty of students who can help with as-
pects outside of the construction of 

the go-kart itself, including graphic 
design, video documentation of the 
project and operations manage-
ment.

The club will begin meeting in 
March and will continue design 
and development into the summer 
and fall of the next school year to 
demonstrate the go-kart at the In-
dianapolis Motorsport Speedway.

Mert Karakas, fourth-year Engi-
neering student and teaching assis-
tant for Behl’s F 1/10 class, expressed 
his excitement about the club in 
relation to closing the gap between 
the University and other schools in 
the robotics arena.

“U.Va. [does not have] a Formu-
la One team … while other schools 
[like] Virginia Tech have a lot more 
established racing teams,” Karakas 
said. “I feel like having a club that 
is dedicated to building the car and 
racing it would be much more im-
pactful.”

Sandesh Banskota, fourth-year 
Engineering student and teaching 
assistant for Behl, explained that he 
took Behl’s F1/10 class as a way to 
both learn and apply robotics the-
ory. He believes the new club will 
take that application step even fur-

ther.
“I think how applicable, how 

realistic it is — I think that's one 
thing that will really set this club 
apart,” Banskota said.

Karakas said that he hopes to be 
a part of the team until he gradu-
ates, and Banskota said that if he 
happens to stay in Charlottesville 
over the summer, he would work 
with the team.

Behl feels the club will act as a 
catalyst for opening career paths to 
students interested in robotics and 
autonomy, teaching them skills that 
could be applied broadly.

“If you look at any automotive 
manufacturer today, they have a 
self-driving car research division 
— clearly, there is a need for indi-
viduals who are trained in this very 
specialized area of autonomy,” Behl 
said. “If you know about the prin-
ciples of perception, planning and 
control, you can apply it to any 
autonomous agent, whether it be 
drones, platoons of trucks or ships 
or, in my case, [an] autonomous 
race car.”
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Assistant Professor of Computer Science and Engineering Systems and Environment Madhur Behl stands behind two model F1/10 cars.

New Cavalier Autonomous Racing Club receives $50,000
Mentored by Computer Science Asst. Prof. Madhur Behl, this club will allow students to apply the skills of autonomy to create and race go-karts

Swati Srivastava | Senior Writer
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Still Available for 2020 2021
APARTMENTS • HOUSES • GREAT LOCATIONS 

University Apartments, LLC  434•977•9000 • www.U Apts.com

1115 Wertland St.
4 BR/2 B $3,540 $3590
2 BR/2 B  $1,925 $1950

1107 Wertland St.
2 BR/2 B  $2,500 with a 
large loft!  1857 sq ft!

Also 1 BR/1 B $1,400 $1575

1027 Wertland St.
4 BR/2 B  $3,100– One Left!

Eff/1 B $875 $895

Preston Court
3 BR 1st Floor Special—$995/BR

2 BR Special  $1050/BR!– Last One!

Raleigh Court
4 BR/1 B $4,600 – One Left!

2 BR/1 B  $2,700
1 BR/1 B $1,550

1029 Wertland St.
4 BR/3 B $3,400– One Left!

3 BR/2 B $2,450 $2,500
2 BR/2 B  $1,725 $1,775

324 13th St. N.W.
4 BR/3 B $3,350
4 BR/2 B  $3,150

Free Application fees if a lease is signed within 24 hours of your tour for full time UVA Students!

The Kenilworth  1725 Jefferson Park  Ave. 
4 BR/4 B $3,196
2 BR/2 B $2,400

1109 Wertland St.
2BR/2B  $2,325

Two level apt with a loft!

1801 Lambeth Lane
2 BR/1B  $2,100

Off Street Parking!

630 Cabell Avenue
2 BR/2.5 B  $1,850 $1,895

Luxury Townhomes!
Off Street Parking!
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