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Seniors Akil Mitchell and Joe Harris cut down the net as the No. 12 Cavaliers celebrate following their 75-56 victory against No. 4 Syracuse to claim the ACC regular season title outright.
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Zack Bartee
Sports Editor

Before an emotional Senior Day,
coach Tony Bennett gave his seniors a
simple message: “Just stay focused”

“Your parents can enjoy this... but
we have a task at hand,” Bennett said. “I
kind of joked and said when the season
is over we'll get a DJ and have a party
at my pool — we'll celebrate that way.
I thought they did a great job of be-
ing locked in, which is easier said than
done”

In what was billed as the biggest Vir-
ginia men’s basketball game since Ralph
Sampson's days at University Hall — the
game was sold out since November and
many students camped out overnight to
get prime seats — the No. 12 Cavaliers
(25-5, 16-1 ACC) used a 20-5 second-
half run to squeeze the No. 4 Orange
(26-3,13-3 ACC), 75-56.

The Cavaliers won their 13th con-
secutive game to clinch their sixth out-
right regular season ACC title — their
first since the 1980-1981 season — and
secure the top seed in the ACC Tour-
nament. It was an accomplishment that
senior guard Joe Harris did not take
lightly.

“I cant even describe this feeling
right now; Harris said. “One of the
main reasons I came here, and I know
that [senior forward] Akil [Mitchell]
came here, was to be the foundation for
coach Bennetts program and turning
this thing around back to what it used
to be. For us to go out this way with an
ACC crown is unreal”

Syracuse opened the game on an 8-3
run, but the Cavaliers battled back, tak-
ing a 10-8 advantage when sophomore
forward Anthony Gill slammed home
a Harris miss. They would stretch the
lead to 22-15 after sophomore center
Mike Tobey put back a miss from soph-

see M BASKETBALL, page 4
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Associate Editor

As the final seconds ticked off the
clock and No. 12 Virginia sealed the
ACC regular season title with a 75-56
win against No. 4 Syracuse, the Cava-
lier players dutifully headed for the
locker room. For a team coached by
the unflappable Tony Bennett, it was
just another win — its 13th straight
win — but there was still more work
to do.

But even for Bennett, the hundreds

Climbing the ladder

of fans who had stormed the court
were too much to ignore. He indulged
the crowd, leading his players back out
onto the court to revel in their victory
— at least a little bit.

As the Cavaliers headed out to cut
down the nets, two of the team’s se-
niors, guard Joe Harris and forward
Akil Mitchell, were carrying the lad-
der. It was their last game at Virginia,
and they celebrated in style.

“We weren’t really expecting to cut
down the nets,” Harris said. “It was
pretty cool. Some of the guys talked
about it before the game, but I said,
‘No way we’re cutting down the nets,’
because coach Bennett will just want
us to start getting ready for Maryland.”

Harris and Mitchell were two of
Bennett’s first true recruits at Virginia,
and they came into a program that had
gone 15-16 in Bennett’s first season —

the team’s eighth season in nine years
with a losing conference record. Vir-
ginia basketball was far removed from
its glory days, and Bennett was frank
to his recruits.

“When we first got here, my first
year, coach Bennett talked about how
it was going to be tough when we first

see EILBACHER, page 4
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Ryan Taylor
Senior Associate Editor

On a huge night for sports in
Charlottesville, the fourth-ranked
Virginia mens lacrosse team fol-
lowed the men’s basketball team vic-
tory by downing No. 8 Syracuse in
its ACC opener, 17-12.

The Cavaliers (6-0, 1-0 ACC)
dominated all facets of the game, at
least doubling the Orange in ground
balls won, caused turnovers and
faceoffs won. Virginia also posted
nearly the same number of shots on
goal as the Orange did total shots,
putting up 31 on target to Syracuse’s
33 total.

“This was the best we've played
all year; coach Dom Starsia said.
“This was two good teams playing
hard and this was our most complete
effort of the season”

The Cavaliers are off to a signifi-
cantly better start than they were last
season. Virginia began the season
ranked sixth in the ACC and seventh
in the country, but an overtime win
against a strong Loyola team and
several recent dominating perfor-
mances have elevated Virginia to the
No. 4 ranking in the nation.

Conversely, the Orange (2-2, 0-2
ACC) entered Klockner Stadium
seeking to rebound from a crush-
ing 16-8 loss against seventh-ranked
Maryland in their first-ever ACC
game a week ago.

This motivation manifested it-
self early in the game, as the Orange
quickly jumped out to a three-goal

No. 4 Cavs take
ACC opener, 17-12

Pannell scores career-high seven goals in first-ever conference matchup against Syracuse

advantage in the first quarter. Syra-
cuse senior midfielder Chris Daddio
won two of the first three faceoffs to
help spark the Orange run. Virginia
junior midfielder Mick Parks, how-
ever, won the next five straight to
swing momentum in the Cavaliers
favor.

“We've been behind these guys
by seven or eight in the past, so I
wasn't that concerned,” Starsia said.
“Part of me was thinking I hope we
get one tonight, but other than that
I felt like we would be able to climb
backin it”

This period of dominance at the
faceoff X lead to an offensive out-
pouring for Virginia, as the team
netted six unanswered goals, led by
a hat trick from sophomore attack-
man James Pannell. The sophomore
capped the Cavalier run by taking
the ball from behind the cage, quick-
ly turning and rifling home a no-an-
gle shot into the opposite top corner.

“We had a man down, and want-
ed to run a play down the wing’
Pannell said. “[Senior midfielder]
Rob [Emery] pulled my guy up, and
we run it in practice all the time, so I
just followed him and turned around
and shot. It was just how we drew it
up’

The Orange were finally able to
stop the bleeding with eight min-
utes to go in the first half, after being
awarded back-to-back extra-man
opportunities that put Virginia a
man down for nearly a minute and
a half.

The squads traded blows for the
remainder of the half, but Virginia

maintained its two-goal lead going
into the break. A hard shot from just
inside the restraining box by Em-
ery beat Syracuse junior goalkeeper
Dominic Lamolinara with eight sec-
onds to play in the second quarter.

Parks continued his dominance
in the faceoft circle to give Virginia
several early opportunities in the
third quarter. Despite loose defense
from the Orange, however, the Cav-
aliers opted for low-percentage shots
that were easily foiled by Lamol-
inara. These wasted opportunities
eventually began to haunt Virginia,
as Syracuse drew even at 9-9 with
just less than eight minutes remain-
ing in the quarter. With momentum
clearly in Syracuses favor, Starsia
called a timeout to refocus his squad.
The strategy immediately paid divi-
dends, as the Cavaliers won the en-
suing faceoft and brilliantly executed
a passing play engineered by Pannell
that had the Orange defense scram-
bling. Senior attackman Mark Cock-
erton took the feed from sophomore
attackman Owen Van Arsdale and
broke the tie.

Virginia doubled its lead less
than 30 seconds later when senior
defenseman Scott McWilliams took
the ball nearly coast-to-coast and
walked deep into the restraining box
to put away his first of the season.

“The wings did a great job of
getting the ball up the deck;” McWil-
liams said. “A main focus we had
was getting one-time on the ground
balls, and I think our defensemen
improved on that. We just need to
focus on getting better and better”
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Sophomore attackman James Pannell scored a career-best seven goals Saturday to lead the No. 4

Cavaliers to a 17-12 win against No. 4 Syracuse.

From there, the floodgates
opened; the Cavaliers scored two
more unanswered goals to extend
their lead to four with three minutes
to play in the third quarter.

Virginia’s defense came to life as
well during this run, consistently
out-battling the Orange attack for
ground balls and delivering crush-
ing body checks to the opponents
— the loudest roar of the night from
the 5,102 fans packed inside Klock-
ner came when senior midfielder Pat
Harbeson viciously decleated an un-
suspecting Syracuse player.

The Cavaliers got in foul trouble
late in the third quarter for delay of
game, affording Syracuse a man-up
opportunity. However, McWilliams
and company kept their slides sharp
and did not allow a shot.

Virginia immediately converted
this momentum into a power-play of
their own by drawing a personal foul
penalty on a ground ball. Despite a
strong effort from the Syracuse de-

fense, the Cavaliers would not be de-
nied. Pannell put home his sixth goal
of the evening on a rocket that beat
Lamolinara high on the stick side.

With seven minutes remaining
in the contest, Syracuse appeared
poised to make a comeback run and
pulled within two goals. But the Cav-
aliers quickly responded to stretch
their lead back to four off of goals by
freshman midfielder Zed Williams
and Pannell, who finished with a
career-high seven goals. Freshman
goalkeeper Matt Barrett sealed the
game with a series of late saves.

“[Pannell] never was at full
strength last year,” Starsia said. “He
got hurt on the first day of practice
and just was never ready. We aren't
expecting this type of performance
every night, but he is a top player at
this level and he certainly seized the
opportunity to show that tonight””

The Cavaliers return to action
March 8 when they travel to Ithaca,
NY to take on No. 16 Cornell.
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Junior David Ingraham was part of the 200-yard medley relay team that broke the Virginia school
record. Ingraham also qualified for the NCAA Championships in the 400-yard individual medley.

No. 22 Vir

This weekend marked the end of
a six-year ACC Championship win
streak dating back to 2008 for the
No. 22 Virginia mens swimming
and diving team.

No. 18 Virginia Tech was
crowned ACC Champions with
1,264 points, while No. 20 North
Carolina State placed second and
No. 13 North Carolina finished
third with 1,226 and 995 points,
respectively. The Cavaliers placed
fourth, scoring 972 points.Despite
the disappointing finish, Virginia
drew several positives from the
meet, including breaking three
school records and earning several
medals.

The 200-yard medley relay re-

inia men pl

cord fell on the first day of compe-
tition, with the team of senior Jack
Murfee, sophomore Yannick Kaeser,
and juniors David Ingraham and
Charlie Rommel notching a time
of 1:24.98. The time was good for
fourth in the competition and an au-
tomatic qualifying bid to the NCAA
Championships.

Virginia’s 800-yard freestyle relay
and 400-yard medley relay teams,
along with Ingraham in the 400-
yard individual medley, all earned
NCAA automatic qualifying times.

At preliminary qualifying Friday,
junior Kyle Dudzinski broke Vir-
ginia’s school record in the 100-yard
backstroke with a time of 46.06.

Virginia won its first individual

ace fourth

event Saturday on the fourth and fi-
nal day of competition when senior
Brad Phillips won the 1,650-yard
freestyle. Sophomore Luke Papen-
dick broke his own school record in
the 200-yard backstroke with a time
of 1:40.99, earning Virginias second
individual event win. Kaeser earned
silver medals in the 100-yard breast-
stroke Friday and the 200-yard
breaststroke Saturday.

The Virginia men’s divers will
next compete in the NCAA Zone
Championships March 10-12. The
rest of the swimmers will wait to
compete again until the NCAA
Men’s Swimming and Diving Cham-
pionships, which run March 27-29.

—compiled by Robert Elder
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Sophomore left-hander Brandon Waddell pitched his best outing of the year in the second game of Virginia’s Sunday doubleheuder, tossing a six-inning, five-hit complete Qume and striking out five Monmouth batters.

Matthew Morris
Senior Associate Editor

Right around 5:15 p.m. Sunday
afternoon, the No. 6 Virginia baseball
team emerged from the home dugout
to cover the Davenport Field infield
with a large tarp. The Cavaliers then
retreated to the clubhouse with a 6-2
win in their pocket and their second
home-series sweep in the bag after
the second game of a Sunday double-
header against Monmouth was called
after the top of the sixth inning due to
persistent rain.

“I thought this weekend was a
really good weekend for us,” coach
Brian O’Connor said. “Any time you
sweep a series, you've got to feel
good about it.”

Sophomore left-hander Brandon
Waddell started Sunday’s finale, and
he turned in his best outing of the
year, tossing a six-inning, five-hit
complete game and striking out five
Hawks (1-5). After ceding a two-out,
two-run double to junior centerfield-

er Steve Wilgus, Waddell bore down,
retiring 10 of his last 11 batters faced
despite the tricky field conditions.
Waddell said the rain was no reason
to not pitch well.

“It was a little bit of an obstacle,”
Waddell said. “You slip here and
there, [and] you go out in the dirt and
it sticks to your cleats. But I mean,
both teams were pitching in it, so it’s
something you’ve got to go with and
throw your game.”

The Cavaliers (9-2) got to Mon-
mouth junior left-hander Jeff Singer,
the Division III Pitcher of the Year
last season for Gloucester Communi-
ty College, from the very beginning.

Junior first baseman Mike Papi
worked his fourth walk of the dou-
bleheader to lead off the first inning,
and after Singer hit junior left fielder
Derek Fisher with one out, junior
centerfielder Brandon Downes lined
a double into the left-centerfield gap,
scoring both. Soon after, the Hawks
got junior right-hander Chris McK-
enna going in the bullpen.

Singer came back out for the sec-
ond, and freshman shortstop Daniel

Pinero doubled in junior third base-
man Kenny Towns. Pinero then
scored on Fisher’s groundout to
Monmouth sophomore third base-
man Robbie Alessandrine.

McKenna momentarily quieted
the Cavalier bats in relief of Singer,
but in the sixth, he issued back-to-
back one-out walks and Virginia
sophomore right fielder Joe McCar-
thy launched a two-run double off the
wall in right-centerfield. The game
was called soon after.

“Monmouth’s coach and I talked
right after the first game with the
umpires and our field people, and
we just thought that we’d try to play
as long as we could,” O’Connor. “I
hate when you have a guest in town
— [an] opposing team — and you
play a rain-shortened game, only a
six-inning ballgame. You don’t like
winning that way.”

Sophomore right hander Josh
Sborz started the early game Sunday,
throwing five innings and earning his
third win in as many starts. The Cav-
aliers then handed the ball to sopho-
more lefty David Rosenberger for the

sixth and seventh frames. O’Connor
turned to junior closer Nick Howard
for the eighth and ninth, and the two-
way standout nailed down his first
two-inning save of the year.

“T just felt that first game, it was
time for [Howard] to come in and [to]
stretch him out a little bit and look at
him for two innings,” O’Connor said.
“There may be a point that he enters
a ballgame in the seventh inning at
some point, depending on what hap-
pens throughout the weekend and
what we have in front of us. So, I
thought Nick was in complete con-
trol. He’s throwing strikes and work-
ing fast and mixing his pitches.”

Papi and McCarthy led the Cava-
lier offense in the 5-3 win, combin-
ing to reach base seven times in nine
plate appearances. After Sunday’s
first game, Papi’s on-base percentage
stood at an astronomical .574.

The Cavaliers were patient at the
plate in Saturday’s series-opener, as
well. Monmouth sent senior south-
paw Andrew McGee, the reigning
MAAC Pitcher of the Week, to the
mound. Virginia worked McGee, a

pitcher who yielded only 15 walks
in 110.1 innings last season, for four
free passes. The left-hander departed
after four innings of five-run ball.

“I thought our approach against
McGee in game one was really
good," O'Connor said. "That kid last
year was 8-2, he threw 111 innings
and had a 2.1[2] ERA, and he was
their conference pitcher of the year
— and for a reason.”

Sophomore left-hander Nathan
Kirby threw six one-run innings for
the Cavaliers to pick up the win. Vir-
ginia’s most memorable moment of
the day, however, might have come in
the third inning, when junior catcher
Nate Irving hit his first career home
run, a three-run shot to left field.

“We kind of gave him a hard time
about it with the wind and a little
gust, but it’s great,” Waddell said.
“It was nice a swing, nice contact for
him.

Virginia plays midweek games
against George Washington and Old
Dominion this Tuesday and Wednes-
day before beginning its ACC slate
Friday at Duke.

No. 10 Men's tennis bounces back

Cavaliers best two top-10 opponents, Domijan preserves unblemished duel record

Krishna Korupolu
Associate Editor

Coming off its first loss in more
than a year and half, the No. 10 Vir-
ginia men's tennis team rebounded to
take down both No. 8 Baylor and No.
6 Notre Dame with a score of 6-1, and
shut out Liberty 10-0.

The Cavaliers (9-1, 2-0 ACC)
were challenged early Saturday as
the Bears took them deep into the
doubles portion of the match. With
all three matches tied at 7-7, the pair
of seniors Alex Domijan and Justin
Shane gave the Cavaliers an early ad-
vantage by taking their match on the
first court, 8-7.

Junior Mitchell Frank and fresh-
man Luca Corinteli clinched the
doubles point for the Cavaliers when
the pair pulled away in the tiebreaker
at No. 2 after jumping to an early 4-1
lead.

The Cavaliers managed to convert
opportunities into crucial points late
in the match. Frank attacked the net
particularly well in his doubles match
with sharp slices down the line.

"One of the things we tried to fo-
cus [on] is being aggressive and mak-
ing sure we're always tight to the mid-
dle)” coach Brian Boland said. “T think
we've gotten better at it over time with
our reflexes. I think the guys have
done a tremendous job of learning

great doubles fundamentals?

Sophomore Mac Styslinger and
freshman Thai-Son Kwiatkowski
were embroiled in a tiebreaker when
the Cavaliers clinched the doubles
point and did not finish at No. 3.
Styslinger and Kwiatkowski remain
undefeated on the season as a pair.

No. 73 Styslinger entered his sin-
gles match and blitzed junior Tony
Lupieri, going up 3-0 early in both
the first and second sets of his match.
Styslinger dispatched Lupieri 6-2, 6-1
to double Virginias advantage to 2-0.
After falling behind early on the first
set, No. 92 Domijan came back and
won in convincing fashion against
No. 18 junior Diego Galeano to in-
crease the Cavalier lead to 3-0.

Baylor finally got on the board
when No. 6 sophomore Julian Lenz
took down No. 4 Frank, 6-2, 6-2, to
cut Virginia’s lead to 3-1.

However, the Cavaliers did not
look back after FranK’s loss and went
onto win the next three matches. Vir-
ginia clinched the match against Bay-
lor when sophomore Ryan Shane de-
feated No. 13 senior Patrick Pradella,
6-4, 6-2. The victory against Pradella
gave Shane the highest ranked win of
his career.

The Cavaliers rarely exhibited
frustration against Baylor and Notre
Dame, even when borderline calls
went against them, a characteristic
Boland credits to the way the Cava-

liers practice.

"We try to coach it that way, Bo-
land said. “You're always going to get
close calls, you have to move on. It's
something we spend a lot of time on
during practice and your practice
habits transition into your matches."

The Cavaliers started off the
doubles portion of the match hot
against the Irish Sunday, as Domijan
and sophomore Harrison Richmond
broke senior Ryan Bandy and sopho-
more Eric Schnurrenberger. Domijan
overpowered the duo with his serve
— neither Bandy nor Schnurren-
berger were able to return the senior’s
serves past the net during the last
game, dropping the match, 8-5.

Styslinger and Corinteli then up-
set the No. 11 team of senior Greg
Andrews and sophomore Alex Law-
son, 8-5, to secure the doubles point.

The Cavaliers carried the mo-
mentum into the singles portion
of the match, with Kwiatkowski,
Styslinger and Domijan all breaking
their opponents immediately.

The Cavaliers seemed to be run-
ning away with the match until No.
124 Notre Dame freshman Josh
Hagar battled back against Styslinger
to grab an early 1-4 lead in the second
set.

At No. 1, Ryan Shane grabbed the
first set 6-3 but then rain forced the
Cavaliers to move the match indoors
to the Boar’s Head Sports Club.
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No. 92 senior Alex Domijan won all three of his singles matches this weekend, including a 6-4, 6-3

victory against No. 18 Baylor junior Diego Galeano.

The 45-minute rain delay did
not seem to bother the Cavaliers, as
Domijan immediately won his match
and doubled Virginias advantage
against Notre Dame to 2-0. Sopho-
more Ryan Shane went on to add an-
other signature to his weekend with
a win against No. 28 Andrews to put
the Cavaliers up 3-0.

Ryans brother, senior Justin
Shane, dropped Virginias first point,
falling to Bandy in straight sets.
Freshman J.C. Aragone picked up
a victory in his debut against junior
Wyatt McCoy, 7-6, 6-4. Aragone’s vic-
tory clinched the match against Notre
Dame and was followed by a win
from fellow freshman Kwiatkowski
shortly after.

"In a lot of ways it was a different
team on the court,” Boland said. “We
brought in J.C. Aragone for his debut.
It was a big change, we made some
changes. We'll continue to do that to
give guys experience and see what
they can do in big moments."

Styslinger posted a hard fought
three-set victory against Hagar after
dropping the second set. Styslinger’s

serve was on full display in the final
set when he blasted four straight un-
returnable serves at Hagar to push
the score to 5-4 — he finished the set
7-5 to take the match. Hagar topped
Styslinger in indoors earlier in the
year, so when the rain delay forced the
Cavaliers to move indoors, Styslinger
had to adjust his play.

"[Hagar] is a better indoor play-
er and he likes to hit the ball flat”
Styslinger said. ““They're both great
teams so I think [the wins] just give us
some confidence moving forward”

Virginia next took on Liberty, and
defeated the Flames by a score of 10-
0. Domijan and Justin Shane teamed
up to trounce No. 59 doubles team of
senior Shea Thomas and junior Jorge
Azuero, 8-1.

Domijan is undefeated in duel
play this season, while sophomores
Jonathan Cornish and Alex Schein-
man picked up their first wins this
season.

The Cavaliers return to the court
Thursday in Los Angeles, where they
will face No. 4 UCLA at 3 p.m.
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M BASKETBALL | Brogdon scores career-high 19 points in victory

Confinued from page 1

omore guard Malcolm Brogdon.

Mitchell, who led Virginia at
halftime with eight points on 4-of-
5 shooting and seven rebounds,
knocked down a jumper with 4:40
to play in the half. The Orange then
sank consecutive 3-pointers, and
junior forward Rakeem Christmas
capped an 8-0 Syracuse run with a
wide-open alley-oop from freshman
point guard Tyler Ennis.

Sophomore guard Justin Ander-
son broke the Syracuse run when he
hit the teams first 3-pointer of the
game with 50 seconds left before half-
time. The shot cut the Orange lead to
28-27 and provided a spark going
into the break.

“With their zone and the way that
they play, once you touch the middle
of the paint, the perimeter will get
open shots,” Anderson said. “I had
a down part of the season where I
wasnt hitting those shots, but I've
been putting up a lot of extra shots
in practice and it paid off tonight.
Coach told me to get ready and keep
my hands ready to shoot”

Syracuse sophomore forward
Jeremi Grant did not return after
halftime due to back soreness. Grant
played 13 minutes in the first half,
shooting 0-of-3 and grabbing one
rebound. Grant has started 15 of 16
ACC games for the Orange, averag-
ing 11.0 points and 7.3 rebounds dur-
ing conference play.

Following a two-point first half,
Brogdon came alive in the second
half, scoring 17 points and converting
all eight of his free throw attempts.
At the 18:42 mark, Brogdon pulled
down a rebound and was fouled in
transition by Ennis — Ennis’ third of
the game.

The teams continued to trade
blows, with two Fair free throws ty-
ing the game at 42-42 with 11:20 left
to play. Brogdon sank a pair of free
throws to break the tie, and then
Harris found Brogdon at the free
throw line on the ensuing posses-
sion. Brogdon buried the turnaround
jumper, scoring the first four points
of what would become a 20-5 game-
deciding run.

“I'wanted to help last year [during
the Duke win] and I wanted to be a
part of it Brogdon said. “If’s great to
be a part of it this year and being a

part of an amazing season”

Gill drew a charge call against En-
nis with 9:10 left in the game, send-
ing the freshman to the bench with
the Orange down 46-42. Despite be-
ing limited by foul trouble, the point
guard — who was so “crafty” ac-
cording to Anderson that he had to
change from his LeBrons to a lighter
shoe while guarding him — finished
with 13 points, four assists and three
rebounds.

“|Gill] was the X-factor for sure,
taking two set charges on [Ennis];
Anderson said. “That changed the
game. We felt like if we could take
Ennis out of the game and make him
be more hesitant, then we would have
a great chance of winning?”

After shooting just 1-of-5 from
long-range in the first half, Virginia
combined to shoot 7-of-11 from
beyond the arc after the break, with
Anderson and Perrantes each drain-
ing both of their 3-point attempts in
the second half. Conversely, Syracuse
followed up a 3-of-9 first-half perfor-
mance from downtown with a 2-of-
13 second half.

Anderson assisted on a deep Per-
rantes 3-pointer with 8:46 to play
to take a 49-42 lead, with Perrantes

returning the favor a minute later.
When Perrantes found Harris — one
of his game-high seven assists — for a
deep 3-pointer to extend the Virginia
lead to 60-47 with 4:45 left, the senior
brought the house down.

“Last time I heard [John Paul
Jones Arena] that loud I was at the
Taylor Swift concert;” Bennett said. “I
remember I sat there and there were
14,000 teenage girls screaming and I
was like, Twonder if we can get it like
this for a game’ And I'm telling you
something, it either rivaled or sur-
passed it — sorry Taylor”

Virginia also capitalized on its
13 offensive rebounds, scoring 21
second-chance points to Syracuse’s
10. Mitchell and Tobey dominated
the post with five offensive rebounds
apiece, as the Cavaliers outscored the
Orange 34-24 in the paint.

“Going into this game, coach
[Bennett] told me to be aggressive,
especially at the top of the key;” Tobey
said. “For teams that play zone, thats
the soft spot in their defense. I haven't
been playing up to the level I know
I can play, so I came into this game
with an aggressive mentality”

Brogdon led the Cavaliers with a
career-best 19 points, while Mitchell

recorded 12 points and a game-high
nine rebounds in his final home
game. Tobey and Anderson contrib-
uted 11 points each, and Tobey also
pulled down eight boards.

Harris finished his illustrious ca-
reer at John Paul Jones Arena with
seven points, four assists, three re-
bounds and one steal.

Ennis and Fair led the Orange in
scoring with 13 points each, while
Christmas snagged a team-high sev-
en rebounds.

With 39 seconds remaining, se-
nior guard Thomas Rogers entered
the game. Just seven seconds later,
Rogers sank a 3-pointer to end his
career as a three-year walk-on who
earned a scholarship for his senior
season.

“When I cut down the net I told
[Rogers], “Thomas, the best memory
that ’'m going to have of this net is
that you were the last person to splash
a shot through ity Anderson said.
“That was big-time for him”

Virginia will conclude the regular
season March 9 against Maryland in
College Park, Md. The game will be
the final ACC matchup between the
two longtime rivals. Tipoff is sched-
uled for noon.

EILBACHER |

Continued from page 1

came in,” Harris said. “I think he
said to the entire freshman class,
“You’ve got to learn to lose together
before you can win together.” We
came here, we struggled, we had
glimpses of success, but not a whole
lot of anything that was sustained.
We really believed that we could
turn this thing around.”

Virginia would go 16-15 that
season with another losing ACC
record — one small step up the lad-
der — and two of Bennett’s first
class would leave after the season.
Two more would transfer midway
through Bennett’s third season, leav-
ing just Harris, Mitchell and walk-
on guard Thomas Rogers — who

Harris’, Mitchell's commitment pays off over time

would earn a scholarship going into
this season — as the remaining play-
ers from Bennett’s first class.

The pair wasn’t affected by their
classmates’ departures. The team
finished 22-10 and made the NCAA
Tournament in Bennett’s third year,
and Harris and Mitchell were as
committed as ever.

“It was unfortunate that a lot of
the guys decided to leave,” Harris
said. “But the ones that stuck it out
— Akil and I and Thomas — and
then all the guys that wanted to be
a part of coach Bennett’s program,
they really believed in him, and
we knew that we had a chance to
achieve something great in our time
here.”

After going 23-12 in Bennett’s
fourth year, Virginia entered Ben-

nett’s fifth season with one of the
deepest teams the Cavaliers had seen
in years, with Harris and Mitchell as
the leaders in their fourth and final
year.

The rest, to use the old cliché,
is history. Virginia entered its final
home game 15 conference wins later
with a chance to win the ACC and
complete Bennett’s radical transfor-
mation.

The sold-out crowd was wait-
ing on Senior Night to celebrate the
duo that had played 252 combined
games for Virginia.

Harris ranks second in Cavalier
history in 3-pointers and was an All-
ACC first team selection last sea-
son. Mitchell picked up third team
All-ACC honors last year and is in
the top-10 in the ACC in rebounds
this  year.
The hearty
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didn’t go to

-Thomas Jefferson
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their head.

“Coach Bennett kind of made
sure that he told us it wasn’t a big
deal,” Mitchell said. “It’s for our
families, for the fans and stuff like
that, but we still have so much work
to do. There are too many games, too
much basketball left to get all caught
up in the emotions and the hype.”

Mitchell certainly didn’t seem
affected. He carried the team early
against the Orange, getting into the
paint to help break up the Syracuse
zone defense — he finished with 12
points and nine rebounds.

Harris started off slow — he had
just one point at halftime — and ul-
timately finished with seven points,
four assists and three rebounds. It
wasn’t the flashiest game for either
player, but as the team led by 19
points over a top-five team in the fi-
nal minute, Bennett paused to think
of his remaining seniors.

“I took a moment to give thanks,
because I can remember when we
had a bigger group,” Bennett said.
“But those guys came in and we
just painted a picture to them and
the vision was, ‘Come help us turn
this program around.’ ... That was

the vision and that was what Joe
remembered. He said, ‘I don’t care
this year if I'm not getting as many
shots. T just want to win; I want to
turn this program around and I’1l get
my chances later.””

With 16 conference wins, Virgin-
ia has clinched its most successful
season in the ACC ever and the ACC
regular season title outright for the
first time since the Ralph Sampson
days — the 1980-81 season. For the
seniors who stuck with the program
from the beginning, it was the per-
fect Senior Night.

“Four years ago, we thought
about turning the program around
and, not to say that we’ve arrived
or anything like that, but we’re defi-
nitely where we want to be: ACC
champs,” Mitchell said. “Just to say
that sounds great, but we want to
say NCAA Champs. We have those
goals, we have those aspirations."

The climb to cut down the nets
at John Paul Jones Arena as ACC
Champions may have been just 10
feet, but for Harris, Mitchell and
Bennett, the climb for the Virginia
program has been much longer —
they’ve been climbing for four years.
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Sarah Hainbach

Senior Writer

The newly-elected members
of the Honor Committee were an-
nounced Friday evening in Jefferson
Hall — third-year College students
Nick Lee, Nick Hine, Meg Gould
and Henley Hopkinson joined sec-
ond-year Martese Johnson as the
College's five representatives.

Elected members of the Com-
mittee said they aim to increase
education to students and faculty
about the honor system and to
study problems like disproportion-
ate reporting. Lee said the Com-
mittee needs to do more than in the
past.

“Honor passively interacts,” Lee
said. “But we need to really go out to
the student body”

Johnson, the sole newcomer to
the Committee, agreed it is time for
the Committee to act to create posi-
tive change.

“Lots of times, we set these goals

UBE announces Honor Committee Reps

Hine, Lee, Johnson, Gould, Hopkinson win College race, low turnout disappoints incoming representatives

and nothing really happens,” he
said. Johnson said he wants to make
the Committee more welcoming,
especially for minority students.
During his campaign, Johnson
spoke to more than 500 African-
American students on Grounds. “A
majority had never voted,” Johnson
said. “They don’t buy in [to Honor]”

Hine said new faculty members
and international students are other
segments of the University com-
munity who may need encourage-
ment to embrace the honor system.
Disproportionately high reporting
rates of international students, mi-
norities and student athletes may
make students feel like the system is
against them, he said.

Hine suggested commissioning
a study with professors to address
disproportionate reporting of hon-
or offenses.

“We just don't know enough
about disproportionate  report-
ing for me to say what we need to
change about it,” Hine said.

Less than 25 percent of College
students cast votes for Committee
representatives throughout the four-
day long voting process. During the

uvavote.com site crash Monday
morning, the elections board used
Facebook and email to distribute an
alternative voting link. Hine attrib-
uted this year’s comparatively low
participation to an unusually high
turnout rate last year, with the Re-
store the Ideal Act campaign in full
swing — a proposal which stirred
large student debate as the Commit-
tee proposed a two-part reform that
would have included eliminating
mixed and random student juries as
well as adding informed retraction
into the Committee bylaws.

“It's certainly frustrating to be
at a school where we claim to really
care about student self-governance,
but only a quarter of students turn
out to vote,” Hine said.

Lee said part of student self-
governance is spending time to
decide how to vote. He thought un-
contested elections might have con-
tributed to student apathy.

“It might be worthwhile to talk
to students about why they don’t
vote and to have a conversation
about it,” Lee said.

Hopkinson said he wants to
restore student ownership of the

Honor System.

“I want to make sure the student
body knows it has the power to ef-
fect the change which is afforded it
by legislative measures any student
can propose,” Hopkinson said in an
email. “I want [Honor] to be col-
laboration, not competition”

Gould, who was also recently
appointed the student representa-

tive to the Board of Visitors, said
her goals have remained the same
since the beginning of the cam-
paigning process.

“A top priority is making the
Honor System as representative of
and responsive to the student body
as possible,” Gould said in an email.
Gould is currently studying abroad
in France.

Marshall Bronfin | The Cavalier Daily
The University Board of Elections presented the results of the 2014 student body elections on Friday
evening in Jefferson Hall in Hotel C, West Range.

Ross, West take uncontested Student Council races

Miller wins contested VPA race, incoming President, VPO hope to improve outreach to CIOs, say campaigning overcomes lacking opposition

Lital Firestone
Senior Writer

The University Board of Elec-
tions released the election results
for next year’s Student Council
President, Vice-President for Or-
ganization and Vice-President of
Administration Friday evening in
Jefferson Hall.

Third-year Engineering stu-
dent Jalen Ross and second-year
College student Kyle West won
uncontested races for President

and VPO, respectively. Third-year
College student Sky Miller took
the contested VPA race.

West said he went and sought
endorsements for the position to
counter any concerns students had
about his unopposed race. He and
Ross received The Cavalier Daily’s
endorsement last week. “Many
people I talked to felt comfortable
with me in this position,” West
said.

Ross said he aims to remain ac-
countable to the student body.

“It is my mission in my term

in office to show students that I
wasn't just the only choice, I was
the best choice,” he said.

Ross said students had several
misunderstandings about Stu-
dent Council and what resources
Council can contribute to help
their groups succeed. “Students
have a lot of issues, but they don't
currently bring them to us,” he
said.

To establish a better connec-
tion, Ross hopes to create an am-
bassadors program for Council
members to evaluate and contrib-

ute to events hosted by student
contracted independent organiza-
tions.

“We want to send ambassadors
to every event, to encourage ongo-
ing relationships with every cor-
ner of the University;” he said.

As VPO, West said he hopes to
increase for more consistency and
to improve communication with
CIOs. Council is responsible for
appropriating much of the Student
Activities Fee students pay each
year.

“We should give CIOs more

knowledge about how to request
money and fill out budget forms,
so they have more people to con-
tact and their questions can be
more quickly answered,” he said.
West also hopes to make contact
between Council and CIOs less
onerous.

“I plan on subdividing up the
Appropriations Committee, and
have them divided by type, and

see STUDCO, page 7

Kimble, Waters, Munukutla win College UJC positions

Bunting wins by four votes in Engineering race, Vallar ousts current second-year President Kwon, Griggs defends vice-president seat

Joseph Liss
News Editor

The University Board of Elec-
tions announced the results of
this years student body elections
Friday evening at Jefferson Hall,
including an uncontested College
Judiciary Committee election and
several more hotly-contested class
and school-specific races.

Third-year College students
Timothy Kimble, Rosa Waters and
Bhargavi Munukutla will serve as
College UJC representatives. Sec-
ond-year Michael Bunting took the
Engineering Council vice presi-
dent election, second-year College
student Jack Vallar won the Class
0f 2016 presidential race and third-
year College student Blake Griggs
edged out fellow College student
Kieran Dhaliwal in the Class of

2015 vice presidential contest, with
567 to her 478 votes.

Kimble, Waters and Munukutla
all said UJC needs to improve out-
reach efforts within the University
community. Kimble said UJC con-
tinues to play an important role on
Grounds.

“UJC  overlaps with other
groups’ missions,” Kimble said. “[I]
would like to collaborate with oth-
er groups where missions overlap”

Waters said the UJC had relied
too heavily on its educator support
officers, rather than Committee
members themselves, to educate
students in the past.

“[We should] use [our] position
as representatives from [the] Col-
lege to take active role in educating
the community about what UJC
does,” Waters said.

Munukutla said she worked
with Kimble when he served as se-

nior educator this term, and looked
forward to continuing the relation-
ship. Kimble and Waters said all
the incoming College representa-
tives shared a vision for the Com-
mittee.

Only 18 percent of College stu-
dents voted in the UJC election.

see ELECTIONS, page 7
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Voter turnout dedlines 15 percent in spring 2014, 25 percent vote

Law School sees highest paricipation rate, Batten School only undegraduate school to have any race suprassing 50 percent voter turnout

Rachel Goretsky
Senior Writer

Results from the University
Board of Elections University-
wide election last week saw a 25
percent voter turnout overall — a
stark decline from last year's 40.54
percent. Last year's vote was an 8
percent increase from the gen-
eral election held in 2012, with
momentum largely coming from
heated debate about the Honor
Committee's proposed Restore the
Ideal Act.

Third-year Engineering Stu-
dent Jalen Ross won Student
Council President uncontested
with 16.26 percent of the elector-

ate casting ballots. A total of 5,631
students cast votes in this year’s
races, compared to 8,862 students
in last year's race, according to
data from the elections board's
website.

UBE Chair Krishna Korupolu,
a second-year College student
who serves as the group’s financial
officer, said the high number of
uncontested races is linked to low
voter engagement.

“The problem is voter engage-
ment at its core,” Korupolu said.
“When the race is uncontested,
there is no reason for candidates
to reach out to their voter base.”

In last years Engineering
Council elections, 1,149 students
voted in the contested race for

president between Shiv Sinha and
Scott Mattocks, but only 981 of the
3,126 students in the Engineering
School voted in the uncontested
race for treasurer. Additionally, in
last year’s election for third-year
president, 1,422 then-second years
voted for the uncontested Will
Laverack, which is less than the
1,767 total undergraduate second-
years who voted in any UBE elec-
tion. In other words, only 39.79
percent of last year’s second years
voted for their president.

This year’s elections for third-
year president, featuring College
students Jack Vallar and Andrew
Kwon, and third-year vice presi-
dent, featuring College students
Parisa Sadeghi and Conrad Tin-

dall, are bringing in much higher
rates of third-year turnout than
other races, Korupolu said on
Thursday before the polls closed.

Both races drews voter turnout
of slightly more than 40 percent.

Voter turnout varies by school
as well. Korupolu said the smaller
schools have a smaller turnout,
perhaps because these schools of-
ten have their own elections. The
largest school, the College, typi-
cally has the largest turnout rate
in elections, with 50 percent in the
spring of 2013 and 45 percent in
the spring of 2012.

This year, the Law School saw
the highest participation rate —
with three of its six races gathering
more than 50 percent turnout, and

each race gathering more than 40
percent. The only undergraduate
school to see more than 50 percent
turnout in any race was the Batten
School.

The only College race which
saw more than 20 percent turnout
was the race for Honor representa-
tives, which saw 24.77 percent of
students turn out.

“[The University Board of Elec-
tions wants] to look to encourage
people to run for positions early
on in the year, Korupolu said,
hoping that this would decrease
the amount of uncontested races
and therefore potentially increas-
ing the voter turnout. “We need to
encourage more participation and
self-governance.”

McAuliffe signs widely supported $64 hybrid car tax repeal

Davis says repeal could re-open transportation bill debate, Watts says hybrid vehicles still cause road congestion, pay less gas tax

Caelainn Carney
Senior Writer

Gov. Terry McAuliffe signed into
law last week a repeal of the $64 tax
on hybrid cars in Virginia, first en-
acted last year. McAuliffe repealed
the bill during an appearance on
WTOP radio’s “Ask the Governor”
program. The revised mandate will
go into effect July 1, 2014 and affect
approximately 75,000 hybrid ve-
hicle owners in the state.

In the radio interview, McAu-
liffe said the repeal of the hybrid tax
would remove a disincentive from
buying hybrid vehicles. He called
the repeal “common sense.”

House Bill 975 passed 89-9 and
Senate Bill 127 passed with a 37-1
margin. Sen. Ralph Smith, R-Floyd
County, cast the only opposing vote
in the Senate.

According to a press release
by the Democratic Caucus, every
Democrat in the Senate voted in fa-
vor of the repeal. The release noted
strong Democratic opposition to

the tax when it was first introduced
last year as part of the compromise
transportation reform bill.

Sen. Adam Ebbin, D-Alexan-
dria, said he was pleased McAuliffe
signed the bill.

“The first piece of legislation
introduced in the Senate this year
was my bill SBI to repeal the pu-
nitive and illogical hybrid vehicle
tax,” Ebbin said in the press release.
His bill, along with others aimed at
repealing the tax, were part of the
overall effort that went into SB127.

Sen. Chap Petersen, D-Fairfax,
also praised the Governor’s deci-
sion.

“The hybrid tax singled out
people who are helping to reduce
our dependence on foreign oil and
protect our environment, and it
slapped them with a punitive tax,"
Petersen said in the press release.
"That tax should never have be-
come law, and I am very pleased
that we've managed to fully repeal
it”

Del. Vivian Watts, D-Fairfax,
voted against the bill in the House.

Watts said the tax pertained to road
maintenance rather than environ-
mental concerns.

“We have given all kinds of
breaks to hybrid vehicles out of
concern for the environment,
Watts said. “The problem is that
this vehicle still uses the road. They
are still part of the line that backs up
at the intersection”

Watts said the tax served as a
user fee for using Virginia’s roads.
She said its repeal makes the cost of
using roads inequitable among dif-
ferent drivers, as hybrid drivers pay
less in gas tax.

“There won't be the same charge
for road use that we have for all
other kinds of vehicles,” Watts said.

Del. Glenn Davis, R-Virginia
Beach, also voted against the bill in
the House. He said the repeal of this
tax could reopen the transportation
bill debate and help legislators who
want to change other parts of last
year’s transportation law they did
not like.

“I did not want to start the prec-
edent that we would start undoing

the funding mechanism for parts of
it that we didn't like,” Davis said.

Davis said the elimination of the
tax was equivalent to a loss of $10.7
million per year in the budget. For a
10 or 20-year project, he said, $10.7
million per year would allow the
state to complete many additional
projects.

“Obviously, as you take out

funding you start to impact what
you are able to do from a new proj-
ect standpoint,” Davis said.

Watts said the tax break will be-
come a bigger issue in the future as
fewer and fewer people pay taxes to
maintain the roads.

“You will regret this as vehicles
become more and more efficient,
Watts said.

Marshall Bronfin | The Cavalier Daily

Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe signed a repreal of the $10.7 million hybrid tax last week. Costs will
now be lower for hybrid cars, such as the one above.

Local police issue AMBER Alert across University community

Missing child last week found same day follwoing text message alerts, Charlottesville Police Lt. Roberts says the start notifying local first

Owen Robinson
Associate Editor

An AMBER Alert reached
students across Grounds last
Wednesday, Feb. 19, as part of
an effort to recover five-year-old
Amiyah Monet Dallas. She was
found alive later that day.

AMBER Alert is a national
notification system designed to
rapidly spread notice of an ab-

ducted child. The alert last week
was sent from the state police to
cell phones, informing the public
of the abduction and the suspect-
ed abduction vehicle, as well as
where and when the car was last
seen.

Many students at the Univer-
sity received the alert. First-year
College student Henry Wykowski
said the alert brought his lec-
ture to a stop when a number of
phones started buzzing simulta-

neously.

“It was strange,” Wykowksi
said. “Everyone’s phones started
going off at the same time and for
a few seconds no one knew what
was going on. Our professor even
stopped class - I think his phone
might have been going off, too.”

An AMBER Alert starts with a

see AMBER ALERT, page 7

sl

Courtesy Wikimedi;

An AMBER Alert, such as the one on the billboard above, interupted classes Feb. 19. Officials found

Amiyah Monet Dallas soon after releasing the alert.
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University recruits Kester to run nanoSTAR research institute

Current, Founding Penn State NanoMedicine, Materials Center director to build cross-Grounds research collaboration

Savannah Borders
Senior Writer

Dr. Mark Kester will co-direct
the University’s Institute for Na-
noscale and Quantum Scientific and
Technological Advanced Research,
the University announced last week.
The institute, nicknamed nano-
STAR, uses both graduate and un-
dergraduate students and provides
opportunities for cross-school col-
laboration for University research-
ers.

An expert in nanomedicine, Kes-
ter was the inaugural director of the
Penn State Center for NanoMedi-
cine and Materials, as well as the
former chair of pharmacology there.

Kester was brought to the Univer-
sity at the beginning of the year as a
pharmacology professor.

Dr. Stu Wolf, the current direc-
tor of nanoSTAR, said he is excited
to have Dr. Kester on board as a co-
director because of the connections
he brings that will help fulfill the in-
stitute's cross-discipline focus.

“One of the real motivations of
the center was to bring together
people from the different schools,
Wolf said. “We provide funding to
support faculty to do research in this
area. The requirement for any fac-
ulty to receive funding is that they
have to be collaborating with a fac-
ulty member from another school”

Wolf said Kester’s connections
will help foster a stronger relation-

Courtesy UVA‘| The (0;ll;|iel Daily
The University recruited Dr. Mark Kester, above,
to run the research institute nanoSTAR.

ship between engineering research
and medical research.
“The beauty of U.Va. is the

Grounds themselves; the engineer-
ing and sciences are well-connected
already to the college of medicine,
Kester said. “The NanoSTAR Insti-
tute is already formed at U.Va., and
what I am looking forward to do is
working with Stu Wolf and taking
the NanoSTAR to the next level to
rebrand and reinvent the nanoSTAR
to truly have a strong medical and
biomedical focus”

Kester brings previous experi-
ence in large-scale research to his
leadership role, particularly the
“sandbox” model at Penn State,
where engineers, research scientists
and medical doctors collaborated to
develop innovative and useful tech-
nologies.

“The reason I came to U.Va. ... is

really to expand and exploit all the
great technology that are being de-
veloped across the ground at U.Va.,"
Kester said, "and to really take some
of these new advances and new ma-
terials and new nano-technologies,
and show they have a medical and
biomedical applications.”

Kester said materials take on
new properties at a nanoscale. The
exploitation of these properties al-
lows for large advancements in use-
ful treatments.

“By exploiting these properties
you've got new ways to deliver drugs,
new ways to image cancer cells, new
ways to see the cancer cells earlier,"
Kester said. "So you make your di-
agnosis earlier and provide better
patient treatments.”

STUDCO | 5,631 students, quarter of student hody, turn out to vote

Continued from page 5

then add a contact that’s in charge
of each subdivision,” he said. Mill-

er declined to comment, despite
several attempts to contact him via
email.

All three leaders serve in the
University Guide Service together,

and have worked with each other
on various occasions in Council.
“Already know[ing] each oth-
er’s characteristics will help with
the transition from this year’s ad-

ministration, so we can feed off
each other next year,” West said.
Ross said he is now part of a
very strong team that has the “pas-
sion and organization” needed to

be effective.

According to the University
Board of Elections, 5,631 students
voted in the spring 2014 elections,
just 25 percent of the student body.

ELECTIONS | Bunting defeats Baker 257 to 253, Griggs fo discuss graduation

Continued from page 5

Waters won 77 percent of all votes
cast, Kimble won 71 percent and
Munukutla won nearly 60 percent.

Vallar, who defeated current
Second-Year Council President
Andrew Kwon, a College student,
said he aims to make Third-Year
Council more representative of the
incoming third-year class in hopes
this would increase attendance at
Council events.

“[Iwant to] try to have more di-
versity on Council, and try to make
sure more groups are represented
so that students feel more interest-
ed in attending events,” Vallar said.

“More diversity will create a bet-
ter appreciation of other students
within the class”

Vallar said he and incoming
Vice President Parisa Sadeghi,
a College student, share com-
mon goals. The president and vice
president of each class must select
members to serve on class council.
Vallar received 820 votes to Kwon’s
686, while Sadeghi beat Conrad
Tindall, a College student, 951 to
488.

Bunting said his top priority is
improving “E-Week;” a celebration
of Engineering organized by and
for fellow students at the Engineer-
ing School every year. Bunting said
participation, including that of his

personal friends, was low.

“Next spring, my goal is to have
as close to 100 percent participa-
tion as possible," Bunting said in
an email. "And I plan on achieving
this goal by increasing awareness
of the events and by increasing the
amount of ways students can par-

ticipate ”
Bunting said student input
should drive the Engineering

Council’s agenda, aside from cer-
tain annual events.

“I also intend to use the feed-
back to pursue as many additional
side projects as possible, with the
only limiting factor being what I
and my fellow students can come
up with,” Bunting said.

Bunting defeated second-year
Colin Baker by just four votes —
257 to 253.

Griggs said his first goal was
to increase the number of appli-
cations for Fourth-Year Trustees,
who also have a five-year commit-
ment following graduation.

“We always have such a large
turnover rate;” Griggs said. “[The
challenge] is getting that new half
[of the incoming Trustees] that’s
not really involved in student gov-
ernment [to apply]”

Griggs said the new Commit-
tee’s first challenge will be planning
Lighting of the Lawn and gradua-
tion without the Rotunda. Griggs
said he, incoming Fourth-Year

President Will Laverack, a Col-
lege student, the Rotunda Resto-
ration Committee, Vice President
Pat Lampkin, Dean Aaron Laush-
way and the fire marshal will meet
Monday afternoon to discuss the
two events.

“[One] of the ideas that [has]
been tossed around [is] just kind of
flipping it around,” Griggs said.

Griggs said he appreciated the
incoming fourth-year class’s atten-
dance at Council events thus far.

“Right now our class has been
much more dedicated than other
ones,” Griggs said. “Hopefully we
can keep that going”

Katie Grimesey contributed with
reporting.

AMBER ALERT

Continued from page 6

local report of an abducted child,
and from there goes to a more
central department where it is
more widely circulated, Charlot-
tesville Police spokesperson Ron-
nie Roberts said.

“Any [Virginia] alert request
goes to Richmond and is then
often sent nationwide," Roberts
said. "It is distributed first through
the Commonwealth and then can
spread beyond that”

In order to get the word out,

Wireless Emergency Alert Program spreads alerts via text

the state police department con-
tacts cellular networks and puts
the news on message boards
throughout the Commonwealth.

“A notice is sent out to all the
cell phone companies so people
get an instant message,” Roberts
said.

Virginia State Police Sgt. Ham-
er compared the system to a “mass
multimedia message,” saying the
more people who see an alert,
the better. Hamer is currently
completing Dallas' case, who was
abducted in Accomack County,
and said he was pleased with how

AMBER Alert had worked in her
situation.

“It was probably within 35
mins that she was found, so the
alert did what it was supposed to
do,” Hamer said. “It was actually a
citizen who alerted a state trooper
[that led to her discovery]”

Not everyone on Grounds got
the message of Dallas’ abduction,
and, in some cases, the announce-
ment was met with confusion.
Secoand-year Engineering stu-
dent Kit Guncheon said he never
got the alert.

“I didn’t get the notification,

but I think it's a great idea, it
seems like a really smart system,”
Guncheon said. “It wouldn’t have
bothered me, receiving the mes-
sage. It seems important to reach
out to as many people as possible
in this kind of issue”

Virginia State Police spokes-
person Corinne Geller said the
alert is spread through the Wire-
less Emergency Alert program,
a supplement to the Emergency
Alert System, which is intended
to distribute messages from au-
thorized government agencies
warning the public of safety issues

and emergency situations.

According to the National
Center for Missing and Exploited
Children’s website, “if you own a
capable mobile device, you will
automatically receive these alerts
when you are in the geographic
area where an alert has been is-
sued,”

AMBER Alert started in 1996
in Dallas-Fort Worth in honor of
Amber Hagerman, and has since
spread to all 50 states and saved
the lives of 679 children nation-
wide, according to the Depart-
ment of Justice's website.
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Comment of the day

“There are a couple of issues
surrounding your assumption
of what a WGS class entails.
These courses are not focused
on the achievements of women
and LGBTQ students’ as you
suppose they are. The class isn’t
about sitting around and read-
ing biographies of great women
to prove that they are superior
to men. Being a white male
enrolled in a WGS class, I can
tell you from personal experi-
ence that WGS classes aren’t
saying that ‘women did this...
they’re all about asking the
question of what is this group
of women that are being talked
about in the first place. It runs
deeper than sexual differences,
WGS classes show that the gen-
der expectations surrounding
these sex categories are socially
constructed. It’s not about in-
doctrination or conflict, WGS
classes are all about relativizing
perspectives, asking questions,
and seeing things not how
they are but how they could
be. 'm not really sure why you
would want to write an article
on a subject that you have not
taken or know so little about,
but hopefully this cleared some
things up”

“WGS Student” responding to
Ben Rudgley’s Feb. 28 column,
“End Women'’s Studies.”

LEAD EDITORIAL

No supply, no demand

Limited action by student governance organizations could cause voter apathy

According to the University
Board of Elections, voter par-
ticipation in this years student
elections fell to a dismal 25 per-
cent. Last year, about 40 percent
of students participated, and the
year before, about 32. We have
already expressed a concern over
diminishing student engagement
with regards to the abundance of
uncontested elections. But now
seeing the voter participation sig-
nificantly reduced, it is necessary
to examine the issue of apathy
more closely.

The races for different posi-
tions in the different schools elic-
ited a wide range of participation
rates. Contested elections more
frequently had higher rates of
participation, which may seem
like an obvious point given that
students have more efficacy in
the outcome of a contested race.
But even among contested races,
many participation rates were
still below 50 percent. Only Bat-
ten Undergraduate Council Pres-
ident and Law School elections
for Student Bar Association offi-
cer positions garnered more than
50 percent participation.

This seems to indicate that
students need more motivation
than just a contested race to cast

their votes. They must have a
reason to be truly invested in the
outcome of the election. And if a
large majority of students are not
participating, this likely indicates
that the various branches of stu-
dent government at the Univer-
sity are not doing much that re-
ally impacts the student body as
whole.

The overall participation rate
of 40 percent last year was prob-
ably due to the heated debate
about the Honor Committee’s
proposed Restore the Ideal Act,
which would have eliminated
random student juries and mixed
juries as options for Honor trials
and added Informed Retraction
as an option for accused students.
The act was voted down by the
student body, while Informed Re-
traction was approved separately.
Many students expressed strong
discontent with the Honor Com-
mittee’s proposal. In the time
between the Committee’s vote
on the Restore the Ideal Act and
the student-wide election, a new
student group called Student’s
Honor Caucus formed. Student’s
Honor Caucus dedicated them-
selves to fostering student discus-
sion about the Honor system. The
group also opposed the passage

of the Restore the Ideal Act. How-
ever, there seems to be very little
activity amongst Student’s Honor
Caucus presently. Their Facebook
page has not been active since the
election results were released in
March of 2013.

The foundation of Students
Honor Caucus is evidence of the
high number of University stu-
dents invested in the future of
the Honor system, but the group
also raises questions that have
since gone unanswered. Was
their objective to foster conver-
sation about Honor, or to start
a campaign against the Restore
the Ideal Act? To do both seems
contradictory, since declaring a
position on a particular policy
issue would probably discourage
contributions from any students
who held opposing viewpoints.
Additionally, the fact that the
group seems to have died away
indicates either that their pur-
pose has already been served, or
that there just isn't any interest
anymore, now that the campaign
is long over.

Though the Honor Commit-
tee has been criticized for run-
ning a “vote yes” campaign for
a proposal that was introduced
with no input from the student

body, they must be given credit
for at least taking some kind
of initiative. What was differ-
ent about the Restore the Ideal
Act was that it offered a change
that had a real, tangible effect on
students. The proposal spurred
enough enthusiasm to stimulate
the formation of a new group; the
kind of enthusiasm that should
be a constant force at the Univer-
sity, rather than popping up to
assist in oppositional campaigns.
When the campaign dies away,
the discussion should not die
with it.

For the future, student leader-
ship and the general population
of the student body should both
recognize that they must take ini-
tiatives. Many candidates in this
year’s races expressed a desire to
solicit student opinion in order to
determine what changes should
be made. Such desires are com-
mendable, but in relying on stu-
dents, governing organizations
should be careful not to dull their
own enterprise. Apathy can be
cyclic, if both the governing or-
ganizations and the students are
looking at each other, simultane-
ously transmitting a telepathic
message which may or may not
be getting through: “your move”
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Ben Rudgley

Viewpoint Writer

The academic trend of incor-
porating women’s studies into the
menu of majors and courses of-
fered at institutions of higher learn-
ing pervaded the University’s aca-
demic governance some time ago.
It is not a new phenomenon. It is,
however, one that has been subject
to little scrutiny because of the po-
litical power of calls for equity in
treatment of men, women and mi-
norities. The issue should be ques-
tioned especially because Universi-
ty funding is continually diverted to
a department that only exacerbates
the problem it professes to oppose
— inequality of academic recogni-
tion between the sexes.

The logic of such programs is
this: for too long dead white men,
and their work, have dominated
the reading lists and curricula of-
fered at the University, and in order
to equalize recognition of women
and minorities, a Women, Gender
& Sexuality major — and courses
focused on the achievements of
women and the LBTQ community
— are now offered to students. Un-
fortunately, though, these changes

End Women's Studies

The Women, Gender and Sexuality department perpetuates gender divides

not only make a mockery out of
calls for greater equity but also per-
petuate the existing structural bias-
es in certain disciplines toward the
achievements of dead white men.

Courses that deal with women
or include women in the title (as
many WGS classes do) compro-
mise the integrity of calls for equal-
ity in education because they nec-
essarily place emphasis on a single
gender’s achievements or role in
history at the expense of the other.
Reverse biases do nothing to level
the playing field. If we’d reject a
course entitled “History of Men
in the Media” then we must also
dismiss the converse. Segregating
academic offerings at the Univer-
sity by gender focus only reinforces
the problem — that courses, in all
disciplines, do too little to offer a
holistic approach to treatment of
men and women in history, politics
or literature.

Furthermore, a reality of the
WGS major is that it doesn’t force
University students, both male and
female, to receive fair recognition
of both sexes’ contributions to each
academic discipline. If the major-
ity of students enrolled in the WGS
major and WGS courses are wom-
en and members of the LGBTQ
community, how can the people

who most need exposure to this
alternative, female-oriented educa-
tion be gaining any new perspec-
tives or insights? Indeed, the single
strength of women’s studies — its
capacity to enhance recognition of
female achievements in every aca-
demic field — is

exposed only to

those students
who need it least,
which  worsens

the WGS’s per-
petuation of de
facto educational
segregation by
gender. Thus, by
teaching its stu-
dents what they
have already
learned, the WGS
major finds itself
redundant and its
course offerings should be con-
densed into their respective fields’
existing departments (“Sexuality,
Gender, Class and Race in Teen
Film,” for example, should be
a Media Studies class) or those
which they are already cross listed
with.

Another solution is to reinvigo-
rate each academic department, and
their courses, with a broader, more
holistic approach to education. If

n

women’s studies advocates have
any basis for their arguments, then
a comprehensive change to each
department to make their courses,
and their reading lists, more inclu-
sive of women would be far more
effective. If the University is per-

Segregating academic offerings at the University

by gender focus only reinforces the problem — that

courses, in all disciplines, do too little to offer a

holistic approach fo freatment of men and women in
history, politics or literature.”

ceived to have any lingering unfair
biases towards old white men, then
a University commission would
be the best approach. Such a com-
mission might examine each de-
partment and — by taking a more
comprehensive, school-wide path
— would be far better equipped
to instill education equity than any
major or any classes that are nec-
essarily weighted, both in material
and audience, in favor of women.

I have been struck, however, at
the impressive parity of male to fe-
male authors at all my classes here
across many disciplines and do not
believe that much work, if any, has
to be done. This is both an organic
and designed trend. It is mostly or-
ganic because courses whose read-
ings have contemporary relevance
tend to draw heavily on the work
of women who, more than ever, are
at the cutting edge of academia in
all fields. It is also, in part, designed
as the University’s professors and
departments are keen to be inclu-
sive and holistic in their treatment
and recognition of women, as calls
for equality are not new and have
long been a part of mainstream
educational philosophy. Even if a
commission would be a more con-
structive, comprehensive approach,
it’s ultimately one that the Univer-
sity — a progressive and inclusive
community — doesn’t need.

As a university, we should place
faith in our students, professors and
deans by leaving behind dogma-
tism-fuelled calls for the continued
existence of gender-specific classes
and the Women, Gender and Sexu-
ality department.

Ben Rudgley is a Viewpoint
writer.

Russell Bogue, Ashley
Spinks, Dani Bernstein
Opinion Editors

Recently, we published a piece
by one of our new Viewpoint writ-
ers, Ben Rudgley, entitled “End
Women’s Studies,” which called
for dissolving the Women, Gender,
and Sexuality major at the Univer-
sity. To briefly summarize his argu-
ment: Rudgley contended that the
existence of a department devoted
to the study of such divisive issues is
itself divisive, in that it largely fails
to attract and include the very people
who need exposure to WGS, and it
distracts us from incorporating such
ideas into our other studies. It was
a controversial piece, and rightly so
— Rudgley made a number of pro-
vocative claims. We’re not writing
in response to the merits of his piece,
however, and this is not the first time
we have published controversial ma-
terial.

What worries us as the Opinion
editors of The Cavalier Daily is the
claim many commenters have made
— both on our website and in social
media outlets — that we err in run-
ning such pieces at all. We have a
lot to say about this claim, none of
it positive, but let us state our thesis

The marketplace of ideas

The Opinion editors do not decline to publish writers’ viewpoints merely because they might be deemed unpopular

very clearly at the outset, before we
defend it: we will never, under any
circumstances, censor the opinions
of our writers. Ever.

There are two conditions that
warrant withholding or significantly
modifying a piece: factual inaccura-
cies and libel. First, we make every
effort to ensure that the Opinion piec-
es we run are factually accurate. This
means if a writer makes a statement
of fact which can be easily or reason-
ably verified, he or she must provide
a source verifying this fact. Often, we
hyperlink such fact-based claims on
the website so that the reader can ex-
amine the source herself. Rudgley’s
column contained, to our knowledge,
no factually inaccurate information;
this is largely because he made very
few fact-based claims. Most of his ar-
gument relied on his perceptions, his
observations and his reasoning — all
of which one can disagree with, but
none of which one can call “factually
inaccurate.” Additionally, we have
never run a column that baselessly
or maliciously attacked another in-
dividual.

Second, and more importantly,
the idea that we ought not to publish
columns that some commenters con-
sider clearly “uninformed” is prob-
lematic. Even if we are to assume that
our most controversial columns were
obviously and fundamentally flawed,

we would still be remiss in censoring
their publication. Censorship is, at its
core, cowardice. The founder of our
University articulates better than we
ever could: “This institution will be
based on the illimitable freedom of
the human mind. For here we are not
afraid to follow truth wherever it may
lead, nor to tolerate any error so long
asreason is left free to combat it.” We
ask those who ridicule our decision
to publish pieces such as Rudgley’s
— how do you expect to decon-
struct misconceptions if they are not
aired in public? The integrity of free
speech rests on the cornerstone of ret-
roactive response: we allow our writ-
ers to speak first, and then we speak
back. We don’t withhold that speech
in the first place.

We could stop there. But thus far
we have been assuming that there is
an objective standard by which one
can determine another’s reasoning
or perceptions are “misinformed.”
Such an idea is also flawed. You can
certainly believe that someone is
misinformed; in fact, the writers of
this current editorial all believe that
Rudgley’s column was misinformed.
But we as editors would never as-
sume we were automatically right,
nor would we actively silence view-
points just because we believe they
lack merit. Factual inaccuracy can
be objectively confirmed and thereby

prevented; skewed reasoning, on the
whole, cannot be. So although we
would firmly uphold our right to pur-
posefully publish objectively misin-
formed opinions, we believe that the
idea that something based on percep-
tions and logical reasoning could be
“objectively misinformed” is itself a
dangerous proposition.

Our writers courageously put
forth their opinions with their names
attached for all to see. They occasion-
ally hold unpopular opinions and of-
ten expose biases in their own think-
ing. How many of us can honestly
claim we hold no biased opinions?
How many of us can claim we never
express uninformed viewpoints or
speak from a limited perspective?
Cavalier Daily writers are, like the
rest of us, humans. They are not per-
fect, but they’re intelligent and brave.
They’re fellow students who don’t
deserve hate or abuse from anyone in
our community. When we disagree
with them — as we should, at times
— we should do so openly and re-
spectfully. There is no place in higher
education for the vitriol and slander
that have accompanied various col-
umns on our website.

And this observation brings us
to our final point, which one of our
writers, Alex Yahanda, has also elo-
quently expressed: constructive dia-
logue. Commenters who either call

for censorship of unpopular views or
— worse — engage in unsophisticat-
ed, ad hominem attacks on our writ-
ers do nothing to prove the merit of
their own opinions and do a great dis-
service to themselves and our com-
munity. Columns like Rudgley’s are
in fact very useful to the community,
no matter which side of the issue you
support: they either voice an opinion
that you hold but fear to express, or
they illustrate fallacies that you can
expose and dismantle in a public fo-
rum. You cannot engage in this type
of productive debate, however, if we
— the platform for such free speech
— refuse to publish these articles, or
if you resort to personal attacks while
hiding behind the shroud of anonym-
ity.

We invite our readers to comment
on and share our articles. Open dis-
course and rigorous debate are the
hallmarks of a healthy community.
However, we will not tolerate the
idea that unpopular or misinformed
opinions should be censored. That’s a
far more dangerous and absurd prop-
osition than any of the viewpoints we
have published in between our pages.

Russell Bogue and Ashley Spinks
are Opinion Editors and Dani Bern-
stein is a Senior Associate Editor for
The Cavalier Daily.
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The Cavalier Daily has recently
published some articles that have
garnered an abnormally high num-
ber of responses. Overall, this is a
positive development.
I know how much
work goes into pub-
lishing both individual
articles and this paper
as a whole, and I am
glad to see our collec-
tive efforts are being
recognized on a wider
scale. Certainly, indi-
viduals in the Univer- il B2
sity community can T m—
benefit from hearing AI-EX YA
more viewpoints that Opinion C
are contrary to their
own, and controversial
articles can facilitate useful conver-
sations on any number of topics.

However, I assumed that most
students or other Cavalier Dai-
ly readers would be reasonable
enough to cordially voice their dis-
agreements, and was proven terri-
bly wrong. In fact, I have been, for
the most part, disappointed in the
interactions I have seen in the com-
ment sections below articles.

Online comment sections often
bring forth the worst in human-
ity. This problem is propagated
even more by the ability to leave
responses anonymously. For per-
haps the most egregious examples,
look at YouTube: not only are there
insensitive contributions on those
videos, but most of the commenters
have no grasp of argumentation or

Do unto others

Commenters should learn to productively and respectfully disagree

even general rules of grammar.
Sure, this may be an extreme, yet
even respected news institutions
like The New York Times, Wall
Street  Journal and
Washington Post see
their comments sec-
tions frequented by
people who produce an
array of non-sequiturs,
misinterpretations  of
articles and overall mo-
ronic statements.
Admittedly,  one
should not expect ev-
eryone to leave sub-
stantive remarks. That
would be unrealistic.
And online comment
sections should not be
abolished — though they could
perhaps get rid of anonymity some-
how. People are certainly capable
of leaving thoughtful or personal
insights that help one make better
sense of articles. Also, with the fre-
quency at which people post on na-
tionally read websites, weeding out
the meaningless comments would
be nearly impossible — not to
mention subjective and sometimes
edging too close to undue censor-
ship. That being said, the students
at a hub of higher learning like the
University could come to disagree
with others in a more civil man-
ner. We should have learned how
to debate like educated people by
now. Unfortunately, if one looks
at The Cavalier Daily’s comments,
there appears to be little sign that

HANDA

olumnist

students are actually taking each
other’s views into consideration.

We at the University have —
mostly — exhibited academic and
intellectual abilities greater than
that of the average person perus-
ing online articles. I doubt there is
someone here who could not read a
piece of writing and write a coher-
ent, well thought-out response. It is
a waste of intelligence, then, when
students choose to pen a reply to
an article that either fails to ad-
dress the article’s
content correctly
or is nothing but
a snide remark
that adds no value
to the topic. Us-
ing sarcasm, for
instance, is not a
constructive wa
to evaluate a col-
umn. What could
possibly loo
more childish
than to respond
to a contrary
viewpoint using a mocking or dis-
respectful tone? Readers do a dis-
service to their own intellect when
leaving hollow retorts.

In all honesty, many people get
what they want out of articles. That
is, they begin reading an article
with preconceived notions and fin-
ish reading with those notions re-
inforced. Or, at least that’s what we
could logically conclude after see-
ing the responses to some articles.
In most instances, people entirely

misinterpret swaths of text. Admit-
tedly, this could be the writer’s fault
for ambiguously or incompetently
arguing his points. Writers’ articles
are carefully edited, though, and
readers more often seem to take
what an author said and use it to
prove a different point altogether.
Even more discouraging than
poorly written or contested re-
sponses, however, is the intolerance
of dissenting opinions. A disturb-
ing percentage of the counterargu-

It is a waste of intelligence when students choose to

pen a reply o an arficle that either fails to address

the article’s content correctly or is nothing but a snide
comment that adds no value to the topic at hand.”

ments on articles are ad hominem
statements against the authors,
which negates the worth of those
arguments while reinforcing the
need for people to remain more
open-minded. Ironically enough,
the most ignorant comments often
come from people who are reacting
to a perceived lack of tolerance or
understanding by an article’s author.
Again — and I hope I am not being
too idealistic — students at the Uni-
versity should have enough sense to

accept opinions with which they do
not agree. This brings up the most
important point to remember when
reading an article: just because an
author expresses views that you
disagree with, does not necessarily
mean he is stupid, entitled, igno-
rant, racist, naive, irrational or any
of the negative adjectives that have
been used to describe columnists in
the past. Indeed, there can be two
diametrically opposed arguments
that are equally well reasoned and
grounded. A different point of view
does not make someone a bad per-
son, nor does it make his reasons
for justifying those opinions auto-
matically of lesser value.

Now, I am not calling out all
Cavalier Daily readers — not even
most of them. I truly appreciate
those that read our paper. This col-
umn is only referencing those who
feel the need to get their disagree-
ment across by way of ill-conceived
comments. If you legitimately dis-
agree with a column and would like
to respond in-kind, then send in a
guest column or a letter to the edi-
tor. Your work will gladly be con-
sidered for publication. But please
refrain from spur-of-the-moment
posts that contain little substance.
They reflect poorly upon this stu-
dent body and the Cavalier Daily
readership as a whole.

Alex Yahanda is an Opinion col-
umnist for The Cavalier Daily. His
columns run Mondays.

Christopher Boom
Public Editor

I'm starting this week with a
handful of small changes I’ve no-
ticed in The Cavalier Daily platforms
that I think will help make the overall
paper stronger. Online, in many news
articles there are pull quotes at the top
of the web pages. This is especially
useful on a mobile web platform. I
find it easier, in combination with the
headline and sub headline, to deter-
mine whether | am interested in read-
ing the article. Where the quotations
are provocative, it seems like it will
help generate more interest on the
part of readers. Similarly, I’ve seen
increasing numbers of quick polls
or questions for readers to answer
online. This is also a good way to in-
crease interaction and engagement on
the parts of readers. I think the newly
constituted staff is making some re-
ally good choices about tweaks and
improvements early in their run.

Unfortunately, I am not as opti-
mistic so far about what I am read-
ing in the Opinion pages. Although
the topics and opinions have cer-

Do your research

Opinion columnists incorporate more accurate factual evidence in their columns

tainly generated a markedly higher
level of interest from commenters
online than has been the norm for
the last several months, much of
that interest has been because the
columns themselves have left a lot
to be desired. Dani Bernstein ad-
dressed the question of whether the
University should renew its expiring
contract with Aramark for food ser-
vice around Grounds in “Cut the ties:
The University should discontinue
its contract with Aramark due to ethi-
cal concerns.” In it, she argues that
the University should drop Aramark
because of issues with the treatment
of workers in other locations around
the country. While this seems to me
to be a compelling line of argument,
there’s no research offered as to the
quality of the alternative companies
the University might contract with.
Readers are offered statistics about
Aramark’s interactions with the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board but
there is no context given about what
those numbers mean. More research
is necessary for columns like this —
at least if the conclusion is going to
be drawn that the University should
discontinue working with a com-

pany.

Will Henagan wrote about merit
based scholarships in “Stronger In-
centives: The University should offer

n

The readers of the Cavalier Daily deserve and
appear fo expect some amount of research and care
put info developing an argument instead of just

reading an opinion.”

merit based scholarships.” Similarly
to Bernstein’s column, this piece suf-
fered greatly from a lack of research
and evidence. Henegan made several
assertions about the need for merit-
based funding but did not offer any
data or evidence to support his asser-
tions. At one point he wrote, “There
are hundreds of high-capacity quali-
fied students who are choosing other
institutions because they do not see
the value of being an Echols Scholar

at the University.” Without some
sort of source for this, I’'m not sure
why readers should believe it to be
true. Where he did use data, he got it
wrong: the state of
Virginia funds just
over 10 percent
of the academic
budget total at the
University ~ and
5.8 percent of the
overall operations
budget including
the medical center.
More attention to
the factual details
will help make
opinion columns
more effective.
Lastly, in the column with the
most active comment thread of the
week, Ben Rudgley wrote that the
University should shutter the Wom-
en, Gender and Sexuality depart-
ment. There is no evidence offered
in the column. That a column is an
opinion piece doesn’t mean that any
opinion is as good as another. It still
needs support and reasoning rooted
in factual evidence. This piece fol-
lows a line of logic that depends on

suppositions about Women, Gender
and Sexuality studies that don’t ap-
pear to be well supported. Indeed,
many in the comments thread took
some of the assertions head on and
responded effectively.

All three of the examples I just
gave have the same fundamental
problem: a lack of factual evidence
to support the opinion and assertions
in the column. Those writing opin-
ion pieces will write their opinion
and, especially at a college paper,
will take time to find a voice and
style that works for them. The ba-
sics of persuading someone are the
same, though, and the readers of The
Cavalier Daily deserve and appear to
expect some amount of research and
care put into developing an argument
instead of just reading an opinion.

Christopher Boom is the Public
Editor for The Cavalier Daily. He
can be reached at publiceditor@
cavalierdaily.com, or on Twitter at
cd_publiceditor.
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If you haven’t heard of Lupita
Nyong’o, then where have you
been? She’s the totally beautiful, to-
tally stylish Mexican-born Kenyan
whose stellar performance as Patsey
in “12 Years A Slave” has skyrock-
eted her into Hollywood fame. And
this Sunday, the world awaits her di-
vine ascendance onto the red carpet
at the Oscars. What will she wear?
Will she beat Jennifer Lawrence
and win the Oscar for Best Support-
ing Actress? WHAT. WILL. SHE.
WEAR?!

Notice anything strange about
my treatment of Nyong’o? I treated
her like an image. No worries about
who she really is. Instead let’s focus
on her beauty and her clothes. Since
Lupita first burst onto the scene, the
media has been obsessively con-
suming her in a way that I find prob-
lematic. Media outlets have fixated
on her beauty in a way that Dr. Yaba
Blay, a professor at Drexel Univer-
sity, says makes her the “exception
and not the rule.” The best way to
understand this point is by under-

The curious case of Lupita Nyong'o

The media’s fixation on the actor’s beauty reveals a disturbing trend

standing the media’s past treatment
of black female actresses.

Halle Berry. Gabrielle Union.
Kerry Washington. What do these
three black women have in com-
mon? The fact that they can never
coexist. The media has a tendency of

n

In an age where the skin-bleaching epidemic is
overtaking Africa and here in the United States where
colorism and the light skin vs. dark skin debates are
ever so present, dark skin is seen as pathological,

morally incorrect.”

elevating one black actress over any
others. There seems to be room for
only one black Hollywood “it girl”
at a time. Now that we’re hearing
more about Lupita Nyong’o, Kerry
Washington’s stardom has died
down and we hear about her less.
Coming back to the “exception
and not the rule” idea, the media has

constantly shown one dimension of
black female beauty, a la Beyoncé
and Halle Berry. But what if you’re
a black woman and don’t look like
that? Further, what if you’re a dark-
skinned black woman? Where can
you look in the media to see some-
one who looks
vaguely similar to
you? For a long
time, nowhere. In
an age where the
skin-bleaching
epidemic is over-
taking Africa and
here in the United
States where col-
orism and the light
skin vs. dark skin
debates are ever so
present, dark skin
is seen as patho-
logical, morally
incorrect. Many dark skinned black
girls suffer from intensely low self-
esteem because it seems like ev-
erywhere they turn, hip-hop music
videos, fashion magazines, televi-
sion, and even their families, there
is an underlying and everlasting
principle: light is right and black is
bad. However with the release of the

film, “12 Years A Slave,” something
wicked this way comes.

Enter Lupita Nyong’o.

Dark skin. Short natural hair. Out
of this world beauty. Every time I
see a photo or read an interview
about Nyong’o, I can’t help but no-
tice the air that surrounds her. In one
way or another, she is always exoti-
cized. Not only is her African-ness
emphasized but so is the fact that she
was born in Mexico. Not only is her
education at Yale School of Drama
emphasized but so is the fact that
“12 Years A Slave” was her first act-
ing job before she even graduated.
The media is so interested in decon-
structing her into every article of
clothing she wears. In interviews her
beauty or fashion sense is usually
commented on first, or interviewers
ask to go shopping with her. Being
beautiful is not a bad thing, but when
it becomes everyone’s primary fixa-
tion and it starts to subsume an entire
career and achievements, well then
it’s a beast of its own.

Further — Lupita being a dark-
skinned black woman whose beauty
has been universally acclaimed —
her beauty is set up as the exception
for black women instead of the rule.

For her to be beautiful and black
is unheard of, against the norm,
something that we don’t see often,
so it must be an exception. This
idea totally disregards the millions
of beautiful black women who are
beautiful simply because they are.
Also, being a dark-skinned woman
myself, I look somewhat similar to
Lupita but I am not her. I dislike the
media’s idea that somehow, some
way, through Lupita’s beauty, I can
be redeemed and seen as beautiful
too, and that all dark-skinned wom-
en will be saved and redeemed by its
exceptionally beautiful sisters.

This is not the truth, and it will
never be the truth. While we sit back
and relax this Sunday watching the
Oscars, I hope that we can all ques-
tion the way the media is causing
us to consume Lupita, and that we
can genuinely like her not solely
because she’s beautiful but because
of her talents and who she is, all the
while seeing the beauty in ourselves.

Kemi Layeni is a first-year in
the College. Her guest column was
originally published online Friday.

Women are “hosts” to fetuses,
proclaimed Virginia Senator Steve
Martin on Feb. 24, leading to in-
tense debate over his word choice
and views on abortion
in general. Martin put
himself at the center of
a social media faux pas
when he responded to
a “Valentine’s day card”
from the Virginia Pro-
Choice Coalition which
read, “All women de-
serve access to their full
range of reproductive
health options — in-
cluding preventing un-
intentional pregnancies,
raising healthy children,
and choosing safe, legal abortion”

I do not agree with the firestorm
that has ensued. In fact, I agree with
Martins response to the Virginia
Pro-Choice Coalition, though I do
think the use of the word "host" was
a mistake, even if it was intended sar-
castically. Language regarding abor-
tion absolutely cannot separate the
woman from the child. Not only does
that demean all mothers, but it also
weakens the case against abortion.
Pro-life advocates should constantly
reaffirm pregnancy as an emotional
bond between mother and child, or
else any woman considering abortion
will have little incentive to protect the
fetus she carries. She will see herself
as just a "host" and the child inside

Abort less, prevent more

her as a completely separate, foreign
body.

Martin belittles his own argu-
ment with this word choice. I am not
pro-choice, but I do not
think pro-choice advo-
cates look at a mother
and unborn child as
isolated from one an-
other, or imply it is easy
for the mother to abort a
child. It is always hard to
make that decision, and
pro-choice  advocates

SR
A .
XA certainly do not want to

MEREDETH BERGER ~ ™make it seem easy; they

Opinion Columnist

just want women to have
the option. So while
I recognize that pro-
choice advocates are not depraved,
cruel baby-haters, and I defend them
against those who think they are,
I still believe they support a brutal
procedure — one to which women
should never resort.

Pro-choice supporters make the
argument that a woman, not the gov-
ernment, should have control over
her body. I agree that control over
ones body is incredibly important.
Women have the freedom to control
whether or not they have sex and
whether or not they use contracep-
tion. But we often forget about that
type of control, and we tend to under-
promote the preventative measures,
yet fight zealously — think Wendy
Davis — for control in the form of

what many view as killing an unborn
child. Both sides of the abortion de-
bate should instead put more empha-
sis on preventative measures, such as
various types of birth control. Abor-
tion is not an easy procedure; it is a
horrible experience for everyone in-
volved and can have lasting emotion-
al effects on the woman undergoing
the procedure. It is senseless murder.
I say senseless because abortion
can be easily prevented in almost
all cases with contraception or ab-
stinence. Many argue that there is
an  unavailability
of contraception.

However,  there
are condoms avail-
able in almost

every pharmacy
and convenience
store. Also, if you
go to an OBGYN,
your clinician will
provide birth con-
trol at the office. It
may not be cheap,
but it is indeed
cheaper and less traumatizing than
an abortion. In addition, in 2013 a
US. federal judge ordered that the
Morning-After Pill be made available
"without a prescription and without
point-of-sale or age restrictions.” Fol-
lowing that, the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration put Plan B One-Step on
shelves, requiring a minimum age of
fifteen and a form of identification

n

Senator Martin misspoke in calling women “hosts,” but his views on abortion have merit

for purchase. This was and is a huge
achievement for women. Plan-B can
cut the chances of pregnancy by up to
89 percent.

In response to the argument that
these measures are not all infallible,
and that pregnancy can still occur,
although very rarely, I suggest ab-
stinence. Maybe it is unrealistic and
ideal, but people who are not ready
to have children just do not need to
be having sex. And that sentiment is
not based on my religious belief. I ac-
knowledge, however, that our society

[W]e tend to under-promote the preventafive measures,
yet fight zealously — think Wendy Davis — for control in
the form of what many view as killing an unborn child.”

supports such behavior and that it is
difficult to maintain abstinence. Yet,
if pro-choice advocates really desire
complete control over their bodies,
so much so that they fight zealously
for the right to regular and late-term
abortion, shouldn't they be able to
control themselves enough to ab-
stain? Is that not also their right?

I know that a small percentage of

abortions are from rape, incest and
failed contraception, but after those
traumatic experiences, what is stop-
ping the victims from heading to
their nearest CVS and spending sixty
dollars on Plan-B? Not only is the
morning after pill 85 percent cheaper
than abortion, but you only have to be
fifteen to purchase Plan-B, whereas
thirty-nine states require women un-
der 18 to have one or two guardians
give permission for their abortion or
at least be contacted. Additionally,
Plan-B is far less traumatizing.

Supporters of abortion fight hard
for “control” over their own bodies.
Well, you do have control over your
body; you can keep yourself from
getting pregnant in the first place. If
you choose to have sex, you have to
take the necessary preventative mea-
sures, and if those fail you must con-
sider Plan-B as an option — or else
accept that you might get pregnant.
But do not choose to do nothing and
then make your unborn child suffer
from your mistakes. Although I am
not a professional nor have I ever
experienced pregnancy, I think my
views stand. I support Martin’s claims
— while acknowledging the flaws in
his wording — and object to the fire-
storm against him.

Meredith Berger is an Opinion
columnist for The Cavalier Daily. Her
columns run Mondays.
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Crossword

ACROSS
1 Attack with a
knife

5 “Oops-a-daisy”
9 Hypermasculine
14 See 2-Down
15 Duet minus one

16 Patriot Ethan of
the Revolutionary
War

17 *Flying

19 “Silly” birds

20 Renter’s
document

21 “No idea”

23 Mormons, in brief

24 *One placed
between warring
parties

29 lvy League
school in Philly

30 Encountered
31 Doc grp.

32 *Contestant’s
help on “Who
Wants to Be a
Millionaire”

36 Like some
cereals

38 Colored part of
the eye

39 Softly, in music

42 Born and __

43 Serving on a
skewer

45 *King, queen or
jack

47 Brian who
composed “Music
for Airports”

48 The “L” of L.A.
51 Squabbles

52 *Piece of
furniture that
might be under a
chandelier

55 “There is,

Miss America”
58 Epic work by
Virgil

59 Quick

61 Hybrid kind of
battery

63 Vacation lodging
purchase ... or
an arrangement
between the two
halves of the
answer to each
starred clue?

66 Desert flora
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67 Battery
68 Port of Yemen

69 “America’s Finest
News Source,”
with “The”

70 Car parts that
have caps

71 Hotel and
hospital features

DOWN
1 Shower unit

2___and
14-Across
(reliable)

3 Surrounding
glows

4 Risks

5 It's between Can.
and Mex.

6___lane

7 Kind of acid in
soapmaking

8 World Series of
Poker game

9 X-Men villain

10 Coeurd'___,
Idaho

11 1963 Elizabeth
Taylor role

12 Guys

13 First number
dialed when
calling long
distance

18 Push back, as an
attack

22 Hawaiian strings,
for short

25 “Idylls of the
King” lady

26 ___ Domini

27 Mideast bigwig:
Var.

28 Early stage of

industrial work,
for short

29 Mexican money
32 Had a crush on

Edited by Will Shortz

THE ADVENTURES OF THE AMAZING <THE> A-MAN BY EMILIO ESTEBAN

ANNOYANCES!!

THE COMMON

COMPLAINTS
OF CAPED
CRUSADERS!

#7: MAN OF STEEL--

--REMOTE CONTROL
2\ OF PLASTIC

ike us for old issues and extras! Facebook.com/AManComics

SOLE SURVIVOR BY MICHAEL GILBERTSON

Tony! I +hink some+hing
was slipped info my drink

last night. T can
femember any+hing!

No. 0127

Whoa, ok! Um... did youo watch
youe deinks  being Made last night?

Not really, T
Oh nol Hee she comes!
Play it co

Just...

T+s tea +ime! T
have yout cop ceady, Teddy!

alce "‘dY

PUZZLE BY JAMES TUTTLE

33 Resident of
Tehran

34 Eponym of a
number series
that begins 1, 1,
2,3,58,...

35 Munchkin

37 Kindergarten
basics

40 Bit of pasta, for
short

41 Green science:
Abbr.

44 Not be

conspicuous

46 Pitchers

49 Mined metal
50 Hilarious person,

in slang
53 “Far out!”

54 Fond farewell

55 Digging tool

56 Put on the payroll
57 Perfect places
60 lll-fated captain
61 Sgt., e.g.

62 Suffix with
Dickens

64 Cubs and White
Sox org.

65 Windy City trains

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.

Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.

AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past

puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

As a student at a private high
school in Prince George’s
County, Maryland, Daniel Artin
was able to personally experi-
ence the inconsistencies
between his opportunities and
those of his neighborhood
friends and close compatriots.
Artin has felt a dire need to
close the “achievement gap”
that is facing many minorities in
our community. “The widening

gap that disconnects economically disadvantaged students and
students of color from less disadvantaged majority students is a
problem our society continues to struggle with. Artin is a fourth
year College student majoring in Foreign Affairs, with a special-
ization in Middle Eastern Studies. He is also an Educator on the
Honor Committee and is a Peer Advisor through the Office of
African American Affairs. “Artin and his fraternity brothers have
successfully established both a newly formed Guideright and
Kappa League youth mentoring and tutoring programs at
Jackson-Via Elementary School and Albemarle County High

. UNIVERSITY:/ VIRGINIA

Read more or nominate someone at:
www. uvastudentcouncil.com/public-service-spotlight/
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Associate Editor

A recent study found traces of
Legionella pneumophila, a bac-
terium responsible for causing
Legionnaires’ disease, in water
sources across the United States.

Legionnaires’ disease is a se-
vere form of pneumonia occur-
ring at rates of 8,000 to

18,000 cases each year nation-
wide, according to the Center
for Disease Control. The symp-
toms of Legionnaires’ disease are
similar to the symptoms of pneu-
monia, leading many cases to
remain unreported and making
the spread of the disease hard to
track.

Investlgators, scientists al}d
researchers from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency col-

W,

years from more than 68 kitchen
and bathroom sinks, drinking
fountains and refrigerator water
dispensers.

The research team analyzed
the water samples for Legionella
genetic material via polymerase
chain reaction, which tests for
the presence of certain DNA mol-
ecules. In this case, they were test-
ing for the presence Legionella
DNA, and found it in 32 of the

taps sampled. -

“Every time we drink water

out of a faucet or even bottled

water, there are microbes in the
water,” University Medicine Prof.
Dr. Costi Sifri said.
Legionella transmission oc-
through inhalation of aero-
sﬁiuzed water droplets contammg
the bacteria.
Symptoms of the disease ap-
pear two to 14 days after exposure
to the bacteria. Hospitalization is

usually required, as the disease
has a 5 to 30 percent rate of fatal-

ity.

“To  develop Legionnaires’
disease, a couple things probably
have to happen," Sifri said. "One,
Legionella must be in the water,
the more the riskier. Two, the
water has to be aerosolized. And
three, it ha*ﬂ nhaled by a sus-
ceptible host

Hosts of the disease tend to
present other risk fasoq as well,
making them more susceptible to
infection.

types of people who get
the disease tend to be compro-
mised in some manner," Sifri said.

"For example, they may be a
smoker, have chronic respiratory
disease, be an organ

transplant patient or have can-
cer”

If consistent with studies done

on guinea pigs, humans must be
exposed to hundreds or thou-
sands of the organisms before ob-
taining the disease. .

Legionella reside in stagnant

?reshwater environments, acting

as parasites of amoeba in bio-
films. The %cteria reside inside
its amoeba host feedmg off of it
and replicating until they exhaust
it, at which time they form cysts
and destroy the cell.

Building and plumbing codes
are the primary method to pre-

avy Legionella

contamination of drinking
water. Preventatlxe measures in-
clude regulations against standing
water and pipe insulation, which
keeps pipes too hot for bacteria
life. Most outbreaks are found in
clusters and are associated with
water fountains, air conditioner

its and even water spraying at
supermarkets.

lected 272 water samples for two

ﬁh;mmqyd]ﬂﬂm@ﬂ buclerlu are diverse. enough‘-ul there is no/common vaccine!
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Linking inﬂummution, intelligence among infants

Rabita Alamgir
Staff Writer

Children who suffer from re-
current fever and inflammation
may show impaired cognitive
ability, according to a new study
conducted in Bangladesh by
University medical researchers.

The findings, published on-
line by the journal BMC Pedi-
atrics, indicate that the longer
infants suffered from fevers, the
worse they performed on de-
velopmental tests. The research
clarifies, perhaps for the first
time, the link between periph-
eral cytokine levels, which me-
diate fever induction, and im-
proved cognitive development
in humans.

“We are interested in the
question of why millions of
young children who grow up in

University study links immune system strength to brain development in babies, children

.

Courfesy UVA

Nona Jiang, a Univeristy graduate and postbaccalaureate researcher, led the Bangladesh study.

poverty are not reaching their alumna. “Early childhood is a
full potentials,” said lead study critical time of neurodevelop-
author Nona Jiang, a University ment, and it is also a time when

the developing brain is particu-
larly vulnerable to outside in-
sults. Our team was interested
in studying whether systemic
inflammation in children living
in poverty, possibly from expo-
sure to infectious diseases, is
associated with developmental
outcomes.”

About 28 million Bangla-
deshis, 20 percent of the popula-
tion, live in hard-to-reach areas
that make up a quarter of the
country’s land area, according to
a study by the World Bank’s Wa-
ter and Sanitation Program.

“Our findings suggest that
immune-mediated  inflamma-
tion could potentially explain
the poor developmental out-
comes of children in low- and
middle-income countries,” Ji-
ang said. “These results also
suggest that we could promote
the healthy neurodevelopment

of children living in poverty
through preventing excessive in-
flammation.”

Access to good nutrition,
clean water, sanitation and de-
velopmental stimulation are
critical for future learning, Uni-
versity researcher Dr. Rebecca
Scharf said in an e-mail.

“By studying which early
childhood influences are associ-
ated with hindrances to growth
and learning, we will know bet-
ter where to target interventions
for the critical period of early
childhood,” Scharf said.

The findings may generate
ways to reduce developmental
problems in children in develop-
ing countries, Scharf said. “We
hope to continue to look at pre-
dictors of healthy child develop-
ment so that key areas to target
for intervention can be identi-

fied,” she said.
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The seventh annual Image Awards honored University members for their achievements

in the black community.

Marshall Bronfin | The Cavalier Daily

Seventh annual Image Awards

Honoring outstanding members of the Black community

Kelly Seegers, Joslyn
Chesson and Danaite

Soquar
Feature Writers

The Black Student Alliance,
Black Leadership Institute and the
University chapter of the NAACP
hosted the seventh annual Image
Awards last Thursday, highlighting
10 extraordinary members of the
University community for their
passion and service in advance-
ment of the black community.

Modeled after the NAACP’s
annual award ceremony, this year’s
event was themed, “Leaders as
Servants: Guiding the Next Gen-
eration.”

A capella group Remix opened
the event with a rendition of the
Black National Anthem. Prayers
and a formal dinner followed.

University  Rector  George
Martin gave uplifting and serious
opening remarks, emphasizing the
importance of effective leadership.

“[I] definitely liked the way he
presented servants as leaders and
[gave] examples that are actually

from U.Va., not just Nelson Man-
dela and people throughout the
world,” said third-year College
student Saron Fantahun, who at-
tended the event.

Awards included honors for
an outstanding first-year student,
outstanding mentor, and “unsung
hero,” among others. Each re-
cipient was presented with an en-
graved plaque.

“We had a really great turn
out and I think a lot of people
[learned] from Rector Martin’s
speech and the accomplishments
of the people awarded,” third-year
College student Chelsea Stokes
said. “The work that these stu-
dents do [is] very highly visible,
so I think a lot of people agreed
and definitely felt that [the awards
were deserved]”

The unsung hero award was
presented to dining hall em-
ployee Kathy McGruder, known
affectionately by many students
as “Miss Kathy” She received a
standing ovation as her award was
presented.

Honorees were nominated by
students and reviewed by the event
planning committee. This year, the

committee received between 40
and 50 nominations — double the
amount of nominations from last
year.

“Instead of cut and dry cri-
teria, there [are many] different
conversations about the different
students,” said committee member
Martese Johnson, a second-year
College student. “Since the black
community is so small, it gives us
the opportunity to know most of
the students that have been nomi-
nated.”

When confronted with two
people with equally strong leader-
ship qualifications, the commit-
tee bases its decision on how the
nominees have impacted the Uni-
versity community, Johnson said.

“It gives you a chance to real-
ize how much each student in the
black community does for the
University," he said. "When you'’re
sitting and reading through doz-
ens of nominations, you get a feel
for the amount of student leaders
that are in the black community.
... We emphasize the importance
of the Image Awards because
without [them], we might never
recognize these students”

Harlem Lacrosse and Leadership builds futures

Non-profit organization visits the University for a weekend full of events

Margaret Mason
and Jane Winthrop

Feature Writers

Non-profit organization Har-
lem Lacrosse and Leadership em-
barked on its second-annual visit
to the University last weekend.
Founded in 2008 by Simon Catal-
do, now a third-year Law student,
Harlem Lacrosse and Leadership
provides academic support and
leadership training to at-risk youth
through teaching lacrosse.

Cataldo said he began the pro-
gram as a way to manage his rowdy
middle school class at Frederick
Douglass Academy in Harlem,
where he was stationed as a teacher
for Teach for America. Roughly 95
students are now involved in the
program, which spans two middle
schools.

“Four days before school start-
ed, the principal told me that Id
be the new seventh and eighth
grade special ed math teacher,
Cataldo said. “T get in there to-
tally overwhelmed. My class is out
of control, and the only thing I
could think of after a few months
of constant failure was just to take
my worst boys out to the hand-

ball court beside school and teach
them how to play lacrosse”

According to Cataldo, his stu-
dents underwent a complete trans-
formation and ended the year with
the highest state exam scores on
record for special education stu-
dents at the school. With such tan-
gible results, Cataldo decided to
expand the program further in the
following years.

“It's easy to say sports help
kids with school, but how do you
know unless youre in school with
them?” Cataldo said. “Making sure
that you're holding them account-
able on the field and in the class-
room. It’s important for us to have
both”

The organization has seen in-
creases in participating students’
GPAs and in the past three years,
students in the Harlem Lacrosse
and Leadership program have
earned more than $5.5 million
dollars in academic scholarship of-
fers, Cataldo said.

“They need an opportunity to
form a new identity that they get
to choose, instead of the identity
that’s thrust upon them by their
surroundings, which a lot of the
times can be negative,” he said.

“Lacrosse is traditionally an af-
fluent sport thats played in white
suburbs, so this is an opportunity

bara Armacost, a tour of the Uni-
versity and a scrimmage against
Western Albemarle High School

Courtesy Virginia Athlefics

The Harlem Lacrosse and Leadership organization hosted 35 students at the University this weekend
to play during halftime of the Men's Lacrosse game against Syracuse.

for kids to start. There are some ra-
cial harmony benefits”

Last weekend featured numer-
ous events for the 35 attendees.
Activities included a Black Law
Students Association panel, a
mini-lecture from Law Prof. Bar-

during halftime at Saturday’s Men’s
Lacrosse game against Syracuse.
Program director Wyatt Melzer,
University alumni and former long
stick midfielder for the varsity la-
crosse team, has high hopes for the
impact of the weekend.

“I want them to leave with a
different perception of the future,”
Melzer said. “A lot of kids our age,
when asked what they wanted
to do, at least had a general idea.
These kids have no idea because
they were never told they could
work hard and get anywhere”

Third-year Law student and
Advisory Board member Tunji
Williams led the Black Law Stu-
dents Association component of
the visit. Williams attributed the
program’s success to its founder.

“Simon’s been able to find a way
to measure the impact of lacrosse
on these kids’ lives” Williams said.
“He has the X-factor with these
kids. These kids really respect
and love him because they see the
passion he has. He’s an incredible
leader”

Harlem Lacrosse and Leader-
ship plans to expand to five cities
with five host school sites in the
next 10 years.

“At the end of the day, what I
want to do is give a kid a lacrosse
stick and let them form their own
ideas of their dreams;” Melzer said.
“We always say lacrosse opens
doors, especially for a kid from
[the] inner-city”
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LOVE CONNECTION:

MAIT

Two third-years get a friendly vibe
on their first blind date

Alex Stock

Love Guru

Matt and Grace met at 7:30 p.m. at the Ro-
tunda and went to The Virginian.

Grace: I just thought [Love Connection]
would be funny. I'm the kind of person who
thought "I'll just do it for the hell of it." I
think meeting new people is fun.

Matt: My friend, Colin, did the Bachelor
Edition [Love Connection] and I thought
it was hilarious. I'm all about meeting new
people and having a good time, so I figured
why not?

Grace: I had not been on a blind date
before. I was hoping that it would be some-
one like me who thought they'd just have
fun with it, so my expectations were hoping
that it would be chill and fun.

Matt: I've been set up by friends and
stuff, but usually you preclude it with a little
Facebook stalking. I've never done a true
blind date before, so this was an interesting
experience. I didn't expect anything; I just
wanted to have a good time and get dinner
with someone cool. It turned out to be a lot
of fun.

Grace: 1 got there, and basically right
after someone walked up and said, "You
looking for someone?" and I asked, "Love
Connection?" and he said, "Yup!" We both
walked toward the Corner, asked about ma-
jors and other stuff. I don't need to know
everything about you; I'd rather just have
interesting conversations.

Matt: I had this weird fear of there be-
ing two other people there and I'd be awk-
wardly asking around, but luckily she was
the only one there and I thought, "Hey, this
is pretty easy!"

Major: Elementary

Ideal Date: Taller tha
mouth in a smile shape.
cally themselves, eas
thinking about how so
Deal Breakers? P
Describe a typical wee
slurpee, being told I ca
asking pe

What makes you a goo
mean sandwich, so y
What makes you a less-
too easily amused by pu
you why I

Grace: My first impression was that
this seems like an actual normal per-
son. I can see girls wanting to go on a
blind date, but I'm not sure what kind
of guy would want to fill out a survey.

Matt: She was mad chill. T had a
good time talking to her; the conversa-
tion flowed really easily. I was worried
she'd be really shy and introverted.

Grace: 1 think the conversation
was very easy. There weren't really any
pauses. I don't think either of us really
talked more than the other person.
He told me about how when he was
in Tanzania he got run at by a giraffe,
which intrigued me because I like gi-
raffes.

Matt: We shared stories about plac-
es we'd traveled, interests and stuff.
Not your typical first date conversa-
tion — much more relaxed.

MATT

Courtesy Adrian

Year: Third
School: College and Curry
ucation and Anthropology

Hometown: Great Falls
me, in a tie-dye shirt with a
omeone who’s unapologeti-
oing with a purpose, enjoys
ety can be pretty hysterical.
iarchy, recreational hunters
nd: Getting my free Friday
touch the pregame playlist,
le if they want to get tased.
atch? I mean, I can make a
, I'll make you a sandwich.
an-perfect catch? I may be
and I am too willing to tell
slike Buzzfeed and Subway.

Gracer We paid for our own stuff. I
put patriarchy as one of my deal break-
ers, so I'm not going to judge him for
not paying for my food.

Matt: Anybody would flirt with
someone on a first date. I don't see that
kind of connection really; it was just
two really chill people having a good
time and meeting somebody new.

Grace: I can't really tell if there was
flirting. I'm not really an overt flirter; I
just talk to people and enjoy it various
amounts. We were getting along, but
since I just met him it was hard to tell
if it was just friendly or flirty.

Matt: We had a lot in common,
actually. We had seen a lot of similar
movies, which is exciting because I'm
a movie buff. She definitely followed
along with all of that.

Grace: After the Virginian, he

Year: Third
School: College
Major: Environmental Science
Hometown: Richmond
Ideal Date: Ideally athletic, somewhere around 5’8’
blonde or brunette doesn’t matter. A pretty face is the first
thing I look for.
Ideal Date Activity: An afternoon of fishing on the water,
coming home to cook the fresh catch, dinner with wine
and a few beers, then putting on a shirt and tie to try out
a classy local bar.
Deal breakers? Not much. I overlook a lot if she’s a great
person all the way through.
Hobbies: Exercising, pickup basketball, hiking, fishing,
music, cooking and grilling
What makes you a less-than-perfect catch? We'll spend
so much time talking that we miss our dinner reservations.
Describe yourself in one sentence: I am the most easygo-
ing guy you've met — trying something new every day and
still only scratching the surface.

brought up that
Boylan, but I ha
the Virginian,
to bring to Boyla
could come by
could put the le
and when he ca
bombarded him.

Matt: We ha
Boylan, and I tol
meet up with a
so we just parted
we'll definitely
sometime in the

Grace: Consi
date, I think it w
so I'd say a seven.

Matt: I woul
date a nine out
good time and it
know her.

Courtesy Katarina

was $2 beers at
my leftovers from
ich T didn't want
I asked him if he

by, my roommates

a few drinks at
her I was going to
uple friends later
ays there. I'm sure
ng out together

10. I had a really
as great getting to
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I’'m going home

] O (NoVa edition)

Most often accompanied by a
resigned sigh, then the sudden

realization that no one has
responded to any of your 10 posts in
the “Hoo’s Driving? Hoo's Riding?”
Facebook group. As is the case with
most trips home, Spring Break will
probably be filled with some puppy-
cuddling and deep contemplation
about how to attend to all obligations

from the comfort of your childhood
D E STI N ATI O N S bed. Common activities also include

convincing your parents to take you

out to every restaurant within a 20-mile

radius of your house because you're

Annie Mester just so tired of “cooking for yourself.”
Life Columnist Though “cooking for yourself” can

include ordering from various takeout
spots on the Corner, what your parents
don’t know won’t kill them.

Some exotic

beach Europe
somewhere

Europe: the site of the peak of
Lizzie McGuire’s love life, the
place of plentiful food Instagram
opportunities and a glorious
continent on Earth where it’s
encouraged to incorporate
naptime into an adult’s day. If visiting Europe is in
your plans for Spring Break, consider this column
an open plea to fit me in your suitcase and drag me
around with you. I promise I don't bite and am a
generally good time when I'm not hungry.

If this is you, I envy you. Nothing

like a tan (burn) and some beach

time to get your mind off school
and convert your skin to the color of something
darker than a snowman. It’s a scientific fact that the
warmer the weather, the better your liver works,
so feel free to channel your inner Snooki and
live life like beach week came early. Though the
amount of pictures you post of your super fun trip
is directly proportional to the amount of actual fun
you're having, be careful not to post anything too
incriminating. It’s all fun and games until that fake
Facebook your big made you puts those pictures on
everyone’s News Feed — you won't ‘omg love your

big s00000 much” anymore. G (o) i n g S ki i n g

The operative word in
“Spring Break” for me is

1 1 spring. To those who clearly
Stq YI n g In don’t share my sentiments,
C h a rl oﬂ.esvi I I e the beginning of March is

generally the last time to

enjoy some natural snow on
the slopes. I can’t say I really relate to any of
you, but I've heard real powder will always
be better than any man-made snow. Take
advantage of the last few weeks of quality
skiing, or as I'd put it, an athletic rationale to
drink hot chocolate.

Bold yet surprisingly common,
the Charlottesville Spring-Breaker
is often the one who appreciates
the scene at Trinity at around 9:30
at night. As in, the entire Corner being empty
save for a few middle-aged men and a group of
five-foot-tall grad students who are about to go
back to working on their really important theses.

Visiting friends at
another school

For whatever reason, it seems like
none of my friends from home ever
have the same breaks as I do. As glad
as I am to see my friends, it’s pretty

I’'m going home
(out-of-state
edition)

This is very similar to the "I'm going home (NoVa
edition)," with two key distinctions. Replace the
frantic “Hoo’s Driving?” post with the frantic, “I'm
going to personally find a plane and fly it from the
Charlottesville airport because there are never any
flights to anywhere ever” sentiments. Three days
later and with about one-fifth of your sanity left,
you've made it home and are reconsidering ever
leaving your bed again. Next, replace the “cooking
for yourself” rationale with the rationale that
nothing in Charlottesville could ever compare

to the New York bagel or the Idaho potato or the
California kale smoothie or the Texas barbeque.

ROAAAADTRIPPPP!

This can never be said at a normal
volume. It must be yelled with
each and every syllable drawn
out. This option requires having
a friend willing to tolerate sitting
next to you for upwards of 12
hours a day. There’s no company
but each other, some off-key singing and empty
Chick-Fil-A boxes. If I were this friend, I'd find a
book on how to be less enthusiastic and to stop
screaming all the time and gift it to the enthused
roadtripper. But 'm from New York and don’t
tolerate happiness very well.

Service trip

Whether staying domestic or
going abroad, it seems like a
very large amount of University
students are forgoing a more
traditional Spring Break for the
chance to participate in giving
back and helping communities
in need. But this is just my
judging based off the sheer number of "Alternative
Spring Break Bar Night" Facebook event invites I've
received. But hey, flights are expensive and I see no

downside to helping support my classmates in giving

back. The Alternative Spring Break-er will always
comes back with two things: an irreversible farmer’s
tan and a profile picture with a small child.

“l have no ideq,
stop talking to
me, | have three
tests this week”

obvious that no school will ever Arguably the most common answer. Because who can plan a real
compare to the University. Things I take for granted vacation when the only plausible vacation you can take at this point is
here: everything is in walking distance, the abundance leaving the Alderman Stacks to get a coffee from Greenberry’s? Snow
of food available past 2 a.m. (new Basil delivery days are fun until all your tests and papers are due on the same day
menu, anyone?), an overall high level of intelligence and you realize the closest you're ever going to get to swimming at the
across the student body and the assumption that we beach is bathing in the rapidly growing puddle of your salty tears.

will always be better than anyone at everything.
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