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INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH AND ANALYTICS (IRA) 

FALL 2020 STUDENT PLANNING SURVEY - RESULTS1  

The survey was sent to approximately 12,300 undergraduate students scheduled to return fall 2020.   

We had a 73% response rate.  Students from all schools participated. 

Summary of Results: 

 

Approximately 71% of students “somewhat agree” to “agree” that they could adapt to the proposed scheduling 

scenarios.  Scenario 3 has the most outright “agrees” (41%) but scenario 2 has the highest combined total (74%) of 

some level of agreement.  

 

Likewise, approximately 68% of students “disagree” to “somewhat disagree” that they would not want to enroll in 

fall 2020 classes if any of the scenarios were implemented.  Scenario 2 had the most outright “disagrees” (45%) and 

the highest combined total (73%) of some level of disagreement.  

 

In terms of changes to the weekly schedule to mitigate risks, students overwhelmingly would prefer to take a large 

class online (87% some level of agreement) to accommodate smaller classes in-person than take a late evening 

class (59% some level of agreement) or a weekend class (52% some level of agreement). 

 

Approximately 92% of students “somewhat agreed” or “agreed” to practice the outlined safety behaviors, with 

frequent handwashing garnering the highest combined total (100%) and 100% masking and social distancing the 

least (88%).  In terms of holding their peers accountable, approximately 86% of students “somewhat agreed” or 

“agreed” to do so, with frequent handwashing garnering the highest combined total (95%) and 100% masking the 

least (83%). 

 

Regarding fall programming options, 45% of students are “moderately” to “very” interested in a Launchpad 

program in the fall.  Of those who expressed any level of interest (73% when you include students who are 

“slightly” interested), data analytics was the skill in which students expressed most interest (62%). 

 

Among ways to build community online, 61% of students noted an interest in connecting with an alumna/us in a 

field about which they want to learn, and 50% indicated an interest in developing skills in Google Analytics, Digital 

Marketing, or other fields through workshops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1Open ended comments are not included in this summary. 
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I.  DELIVERY OF COURSES 

UVA is considering different class scheduling scenarios for the fall 2020 semester. Based on COVID-19 modeling 
data presently available, the scenarios are designed to provide as much in-person instruction as possible to as many 
students as possible balancing class size and space with virus mitigation measures (e.g., social distancing). All 
scenarios assume some amount of online instruction. 
  
For each scenario, please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree that you could adapt to the 
circumstances presented. 
 
Scenario 1 The fall semester dates remain the same, but two seven-week “modules” would be embedded in the 
semester. Some courses would be taught for the full semester as planned, structuring more ‘hands on” activity 
(e.g., labs) in the latter part of the semester, and some courses would be delivered in the seven-week intensive 
format.  In this scenario, students would take some but not all courses in the intensive format, with a limit to the 
number of intensive courses per module (e.g., 2).  Compressing a portion of courses in this intensive format frees 
up physical space to allow some courses to have in-person instruction. 

 

I am confident that I could adapt to the scenario presented in Scenario 1. 

 % Count 

Disagree 10.98% 987 

Somewhat Disagree 19.93% 1792 

Somewhat Agree 46.09% 4144 

Agree 23.01% 2069 

Total 100% 8992 

 

If Scenario 1 were implemented I would not want to enroll in fall 2020 classes. 

 % Count 

Disagree 37.70% 3382 

Somewhat Disagree 31.30% 2808 

Somewhat Agree 21.95% 1969 

Agree 9.05% 812 

Total 100% 8971 
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Scenario 2 (edited): Delay the start of the fall semester by approximately one month to plan for the delivery of as 

many in-person courses as possible based on COVID-19 modeling data at that time. Delay the start of the fall 

semester by approximately one month in order to plan for the delivery of as many in-person courses as possible 

based on COVID-19 modeling data at that time. A delay in the start of the semester could impact the length of 

breaks for the academic year (e.g., fall break, winter break, spring break) and/or the end of the academic year.   

 

I am confident that I could adapt to the scenario presented in Scenario 2. 

 % Count 

Disagree 12.23% 1100 

Somewhat Disagree 14.11% 1269 

Somewhat Agree 34.54% 3107 

Agree 39.12% 3519 

Total 100% 8995 

 

If Scenario 2 were implemented I would not want to enroll in fall 2020 classes. 

 % Count 

Disagree 44.89% 4035 

Somewhat Disagree 28.24% 2538 

Somewhat Agree 15.97% 1435 

Agree 10.90% 980 

Total 100% 8988 
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Scenario 3: The fall semester dates remain the same with most or all instruction delivered online to start. Courses 

would transition to in-person instruction as soon as possible as conditions allow. 

 

I am confident that I could adapt to the scenario presented in Scenario 3. 

 % Count 

Disagree 14.11% 1269 

Somewhat Disagree 16.27% 1463 

Somewhat Agree 28.56% 2568 

Agree 41.05% 3691 

Total 100% 8991 

 

If Scenario 3 were implemented I would not want to enroll in fall 2020 classes. 

 % Count 

Disagree 40.25% 3615 

Somewhat Disagree 20.76% 1865 

Somewhat Agree 20.04% 1800 

Agree 18.95% 1702 

Total 100% 8982 
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For scenarios under consideration, the University may need to extend the fall daily courses schedule later into the 
evening and weekends to mitigate COVID-19 risks related to number of persons gathered in one location. 
 
Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with the following statements: 
 

I would be willing to participate in a class until 10pm eastern time in order to have some fall in-person courses. 

 % Count 

Disagree 24.36% 2194 

Somewhat Disagree 16.89% 1521 

Somewhat Agree 25.03% 2254 

Agree 33.72% 3037 

Total 100% 9006 

 

 

I would be willing to participate in one weekend class in order to have some fall in-person courses. 

 % Count 

Disagree 28.31% 2549 

Somewhat Disagree 19.22% 1731 

Somewhat Agree 24.79% 2232 

Agree 27.68% 2492 

Total 100% 9004 

 

I would be willing to attend large enrollment courses online (e.g. classes above 50) so that smaller classes could be 

taught in-person. 

 % Count 

Disagree 5.39% 485 

Somewhat Disagree 7.54% 679 

Somewhat Agree 25.88% 2330 

Agree 61.19% 5508 

Total 100% 9002 
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II. INDIVIDUAL BEHAVIOR 

Rapid isolation, testing, and contact tracing may be necessary to have students on Grounds in the fall. Students 

may be asked by a medical professional to self-isolate. Regarding other preventative behaviors, please indicate the 

extent to which you agree or disagree with the following statements: 

 

I would practice recommended safety behaviors that could include: 

 

 Disagree Count 
Somewhat 

Disagree 
Count 

Somewhat 
Agree 

Count Agree Count Total 

100% masking in all 
public spaces, 

classes, lounges in 
residence halls and 

other informal 
gatherings 

4.71% 423 7.77% 698 22.13% 1989 65.39% 5877 8987 

Periodic 
temperature-taking 

2.98% 268 4.89% 439 16.24% 1459 75.90% 6820 8986 

Frequent hand-
washing 

0.26% 23 0.22% 20 2.33% 209 97.19% 8729 8981 

Social distancing 3.53% 317 8.28% 743 29.08% 2609 59.10% 5302 8971 

 

I would hold my peers accountable to safety standards that could include: 

 

 Disagree Count 
Somewhat 

Disagree 
Count 

Somewhat 
Agree 

Count Agree Count Total 

100% masking in all 
public spaces, classes, 

lounges in residence 
halls and other 

informal gatherings 

7.15% 642 10.11% 908 24.84% 2231 57.90% 5199 8980 

Periodic 
temperature-taking 

6.52% 585 9.00% 808 20.44% 1835 64.05% 5751 8979 

Frequent hand-
washing 

2.37% 213 3.12% 280 12.08% 1084 82.43% 7399 8976 

Social distancing 5.43% 487 10.45% 937 27.87% 2499 56.26% 5045 8968 
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III.  CAREER SKILLS 
 
Because of COVID-19, many student internships and other career-focused activities were cancelled. In recognition 
of this, the University is considering offering a program in the fall like the College of Arts and Sciences’ “Launchpad” 
program. Launchpad is an intensive experience where students earn 6 academic credits via participation in liberal 
arts courses (e.g. The Art and Science of Persuasive Statistics, Creating a Sustainable World through Positive 
Change), skill-based “bootcamps” (e.g. Data Analytics with Python, Ethical Hacking for Public Good, Introduction to 
Brand Identity and Storytelling), and career-focused projects. 
 

How interested would you be in applying to this program if it is offered? 

 

 % Count 

Not interested 27.49% 2474 

Slightly interested 27.98% 2518 

Moderately interested 28.53% 2567 

Very interested 15.99% 1439 

Total 100% 8998 

 

 

Which skills bootcamps would you be interested in? (select all that apply) 

 

Creative Writing 23.0% 1499 

Data Analytics 62.3% 4065 

Design Thinking 40.8% 2659 

Digital Marketing 37.3% 2436 

Graphic Design 32.5% 2121 

Web Design 36.3% 2367 

Other (please list your interest) 10.9% 708 

Total  6524 

*Percentages add up to greater than 100 because students could choose more than one option 
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How important would it be that the academic credit earned satisfied graduation requirements? 

 % Count 

Not important 7.60% 493 

Slightly important 11.51% 747 

Moderately important 25.91% 1682 

Very important 54.98% 3569 

Total 100% 6491 

 

 

How important would it be that the academic credit earned satisfied major requirements? 

 

 % Count 

Not important 10.82% 702 

Slightly important 14.24% 924 

Moderately important 29.62% 1922 

Very important 45.32% 2941 

Total 100% 6489 
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IV.  COMMUNITY BUILDING 
  
Given that safety requirements may limit in-person interactions, what online noncredit opportunities would be of 
interest to you in order to build community at UVA? 
 

Please check any of the following options that interest you: 

 % Count 

A “common read” where an entire school or other large group read a common material (e.g., a 
book or article) and has small-group conversations about it. 

19.2% 1729 

A weekly speaker series where you could attend a lecture of interest by a faculty member (e.g., 
Arts on the Hill every Sunday at 8pm). 

47.3% 4260 

An opportunity to develop skills in Google Analytics, Digital Marketing, or other fields through 
workshops. 

50.2% 4519 

The chance to connect with an alumna/us in a field you are interested in to learn from them. 60.9% 5478 

“Drop in” conversations with a faculty or staff member, where up to 25 people could Zoom into 
a conversation about a favorite topic, a favorite recipe, a favorite book, or something else of 

interest. 
38.9% 3500 

Other (add your suggestion here) 2.8% 252 

Total  8998 

*Percentages add up to greater than 100 because students could choose more than one option 
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