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DEFENSE RARING T0O GO

Featuring enticing front-seven talent, dependable secondary,
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unit relishes new addition Tenuta’s aggressive mentality

By Michael Eilbacher
Senior Associate Sports Editor

Last year featured a tale of two de-
fenses for Virginia. There was the de-
fense that was fourth in the ACC and
No. 28 in the nation in total defense at
353.3 yards per game. Then there was
the defense that allowed 28.9 points
per game, ranking No. 71 in the na-
tion. Reconciling those two sides of
the defense will go a long way toward
deciding what kind of year this will be
for the Cavaliers.

To spearhead that development,
Virginia brings in new defensive coor-
dinator John Tenuta, who served last
season as the defensive coordinator at
NC State. He is known for a defense
predicated on creating pressure and
turnovers through blitzes, and it al-
ready has his players excited.

“He likes to dial up the pressure

and thats something that a defensive
end loves; linebackers love it, too,” se-
nior defensive end Jake Snyder said.
“He’s going to get after the quarter-
back and create turnovers and that
makes it fun for us to turn it up and
get after it”

It may take some time for Tenuta
to fully implement his system, as he
is inheriting a defense with just two
starting seniors in Snyder and tackle
Brent Urban. Both Snyder and Urban
have extensive experience at Virginia,
and they will be tasked with acceler-
ating the development of their fellow
defensive linemen, sophomores de-
fensive end Eli Harold and tackle Da-
vid Dean. Both played in the majority
of the Cavaliers’ games last year but
must adapt to new terminology and
defensive looks.

see DEFENSE, page 3
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ILAR CAST, NEW PRODUCTION

oordinator Fairchild, quarterback Watford, workhorse
ng back Parks hope to bring fight to the opposition

By Zack Bartee

Senior Associate Sports Editor

en Virginia opens the season
ay against Brigham Young,
returning starters will bring a

presence to Scott Stadium.
h the departures of major con-
rs and an entirely revamped
, the unit is expected to look
dly different from last year.
ering 2012, the Cavaliers were
ff an 8-5 campaign in which the

e was the focal point of the of-
d figured to be again with the
of senior running back Perry
2 hen-sophomore running
back vin' . But that smash-
mouth'style ¢ ever materi-
alized as¥

have made a point of emphasizing
toughness, which players and coaches
believe may have been lacking last sea-
son.

“I feel like our mindset this year is
totally different from last year,” Parks
said. “We want to be physical, we
want to wear teams down on offense,
so hopefully those things are going to
work this season.”

Parks will shoulder much of the
burden for a Cavalier offense without
a quarterback that has ever started a
collegiate game. But coach Mike Lon-
don is also expected to utilize junior
running back Khalek Shepherd and
highly touted freshman running back
Taquan Mizzell as satellite backs and
special teams ammunition.

“I think what you'll see early on is

see OFFENSE, page 3

Dillon Harding | Cavalier Daily
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DEFENSE | Defensive backs prioritize increasing interceptions

Continued from page 1

“You come in as a freshman, and
you think you've got all this learned,
and all of a sudden it’s switched
up on you, Snyder said. “[For] a
guy like Eli ... it's going to be kind
of overload, to have two different
schemes in the same year, so I try to
help them out ... I'm kind of help-
ing bring them along, but at the same
time, they did a great job at grasping
it?

Tenuta hopes to blitz effectively
this year, and he will rely heavily on
his linebackers to get past opposing
offensive lines. Unfortunately for the
Cavaliers, their two top linebackers
from last year, LaRoy Reynolds and
Steve Greer, both graduated in the
spring. Replacing their output —
Greer ranks No. 6 in Virginia history
in tackles — will be crucial.

“It's tough to replace guys like
that,” Snyder said. “They’re tremen-
dous competitors, theyre tremen-
dous players, and any time you lose
senior leaders like that, it's tough to
replace them. That being said, we've

got some great linebackers coming
in, and they’ve already done a good
job stepping in and filling those
shoes and making plays”

Junior Henry Coley started eight
games last year and will start at
middle linebacker. Junior Daquan
Romero will join him on the weak
side, while sophomore Demeitre
Brim will line up on the strong side.
Romero appeared in all 12 games last
season but started just four times,
and Brim saw limited action in his
first year in Charlottesville. He has
made strides in the offseason, and
Tenuta has been impressed with his
development so far in training camp.

The secondary performed admi-
rably last year, ranking No. 33 in pass
defense, but they will be even more
taxed in the new defense. Corner-
backs and safeties will be expected to
not only cover but also to blitz. Vir-
ginia’s returning players are young
— mostly juniors and sophomores
— but they have game experience.
Junior cornerback Demetrious Nich-
olson is the unequivocal star of the
group, as he earned an All-ACC hon-
orable mention in 2012 and should

be the secondary's centerpiece.

The competition for second cor-
nerback has been more contentious.
Junior DreQuan Hoskey started 10
games last year, but he has battled
sophomore Maurice Canady for the
starting role throughout camp. Hos-
key is listed at the top of the depth
chart going into opening weekend,
but Canady will see heavy action
throughout the year, most likely as
the third cornerback in the team’s
nickel package.

Juniors Brandon Phelps and
Anthony Harris each started all 12
games last year at safety, and both re-
turn this year at the top of the depth
chart. Though they saw the majority
of action for the Cavaliers last year,
they combined for just a single in-
terception. Virginia as a whole mus-
tered a dismal 0.3 interceptions per
game in 2012, tied for second-worst
in the nation. Holding onto the balls
they defend could heavily impact the
team’s scoring prevention, and the
players are satisfied in their progres-
sion.

“Right away, you can see the dif-
ference out there in practice,” Harris

said. “Guys know what they're actu-
ally looking at, they know what of-
fenses are doing, they know forma-
tions, they've grown that much; we've
all grown that much. Just branching
away from knowing what we're sup-
posed to be doing as an individual
[to] what we're doing as a team, and
what the offense is trying to do to us”

That secondary and the entire
defense will be tested immediately
against Brigham Young. The Cougars
boast a potent receiving threat in se-
nior wide receiver Cody Hoffman,
and will look to use a read-option of-
fense under sophomore quarterback
Taysom Hill. With the depth chart
now set, the challenge for Virginia
will be finding specific ways to apply
it to BYU.

“I think if you ask the coordina-
tors, we put in everything that they
wanted to see put in," coach Mike
London said. "What's important
is then curtailing what we do and
then trying to fit that to the game
plan of what we anticipate BYU to
do ... Hopefully there will be some
things that we do that they've never
seen.”

OFFENSE | LT Moses anchors offensive line

Continued from page 1

trying to find plays and substitution
groups that will have those guys in the
game,” London said. “The great thing
about [Shepherd] and [Mizzell] is they
are our punt returners, kickoff return-
ers [and] they can also play slot receiv-
ers in different formations.”

Possibly the most talked-about story
of the offseason was the transfer of se-
nior Michael Rocco and dismissal of
junior Phillip Sims - both of the Cava-
liers’ primary signal-callers in 2012 -
and the resulting quarterback battle be-
tween sophomore David Watford and
redshirt freshman Greyson Lambert.

Watford, who played in 10 games
in 2011 before redshirting last season,
was named the starter Aug. 12. He
represents one of the biggest question
marks facing the Virginia offense enter-
ing regular season play, but the coach-
ing staff plans on easing the sophomore
into the starting role.

“We're not going to ask [Watford]
to do more than what he's capable of
doing,” London said. “Obviously he's
a gifted and talented young man, but
if he does what's being asked of him to
do in distributing the ball and using his
legs and his arm and his brain, then I
think that's going to be critical to our
success.”

Luckily for Watford, seven of the
Cavaliers’ top eight pass-catchers from
last year return, including senior Tim
Smith and juniors Darius Jennings and
Dominique Terrell.

“I feel like our receivers are more

experienced,” Parks said. “T feel like
there's going to be more big play abil-
ity down the field. Tim Smith has been
around; it's going to be a breakout year
for him.”

Junior tight end Jake McGee, a fan
favorite after his memorable last-sec-
ond, game-winning catch against Mi-
ami last year, also figures to impact the
passing game, despite sitting at third on
the depth chart behind junior Zachary
Swanson and sophomore Rob Burns.
London said McGee slid down the
chart due to blocking deficiencies.

“Yeah, I wouldn't put too much into
that, London said. “He'll play in the
game because he has a skill set that we
definitely need. We've got to require
our tight ends to block, and I think that
Jake will get better at that. But we'll ex-
pect all three of those guys [will] have
an opportunity to play and help us”

The other burning question for Vir-
ginia’s offensive line is how it will man-
age after allowing 14 sacks and three
safeties in the spring game along with
the graduation of first-team All-ACC
offensive tackle Oday Aboushi. In one
of the final position battles to be settled
during camp, sophomore Ross Bur-
bank beat out redshirt freshman Jack-
son Matteo for the vacant center spot.

“That battle had a lot of ups and
downs for everyone that was in-
volved,” senior guard and captain Luke
Bowanko said. “The most impressive
thing about Ross was the way he han-
dled it. On days when he'd come out
and maybe struggle a little bit, that next
day hed come out and you'd have to say,
‘Wow, he had a really great day. That's

big when a guy’s growing into a role
and you're trying to gain confidence in
the guys you're playing with.”

Virginia returned four starting of-
fensive lineman, including senior left
tackle Morgan Moses, a preseason
All-American and first-team All-ACC
selection. Junior guard Conner Davis
switched to right guard after starting
11 games on the left side last year, while
senior captain Luke Bowanko will re-
turn to his natural position at guard
after starting all 12 games at center in
2012. Sophomore right tackle Jay Whit-
mire set himself apart in spring prac-
tice and rounds out the unit, with pro-
jected starter senior Sean Cascarano,
who started every game at guard last
season, still on crutches for a hip injury.

Parks said his teammates have done
an impressive job opening up holes for
him so far.

“I've seen the offensive line doing
great,” Parks said. “And I believe that’s
the biggest factor for us going into the
season ... our offensive line and how
they play”

Training camp hype means little
when a team kicks off the season
against such formidable competition
as Brigham Young and preseason No.
3 Oregon. However, after a miserable
2012 outing, the optimism abounds
among the Cavaliers’ offensive weap-
ons.

“There's a lot of excitement in the
locker room, a lot of buzz,” Bowanko
said. “That's the great thing about col-
lege football is that first game comes
around and the whole nation kind of
gets a good vibe going”

BYU vs. UVYA

SCOTT STADIUM

@ 3:30 PM W
ESPNU ><
Sophomore David Watford takes

over at starting quarterback for

the Cavaliers, and he will be tested

from the opening snap against

Brigham Young. The Cougars were

bruising on defense last year, al-

lowing just 266.1 yards and 14.0

points per game, both ranked third

in the nation. Senior linebacker

Kyle Van Noy had 13 sacks and

two interceptions last year and is

a Pre-Season All-American. For a

Virginia offensive line with some

questions, preventing Van Noy from

terrorizing Watford’s debut will be a

key concern.

Brigham Young debuts a new
starting quarterback of its own in
Taysom Hill. The sophomore played
in six games and started twice last
year, throwing for 425 yards and
rushing for 336. He will rely on his
scrambling and on senior receiver
Cody Hoffman, who was twelfth
in the nation last year in receiving
yards and should provide matchup
difficulties for Jon Tenuta’s aggres-
sive defense.
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UNIVERSITY.OF VIRGINIA FOOTBALL

S OPPONENT
Ny QVERVIEW

Here’s a look at Virginias 2013 opponents “by the numbers”

Daniel Weltz | Cavalier Daily Sports Edior

Brigham Young finished THIRD in fotal defense in 2012 o advance to a bowl game for an eighth consecutive season. Led by All-American and now senior ouiside linebacker

Kyle Van Noy, the defense was the nation’s fop-ranked unit on third down. On offense, Phil Steele Preseason All-American Cody Hoffman returns for his senior season as the

NCAA active leader in career touchdown receptions. Hoffman will be catching passes from a new starting quarterback, Taysom Hill, who is a dual-threat option under center.
2012 Record: 8-5 Conference: Independent Last Bowl Appearance: 2012

Oregon averaged nearly 50 points per game last season, frailing only Lovisiana Tech in scoring. The Ducks return Marcus Mariota, 2012 Pac-12 Offensive Freshman of
the Year and Honorable Mention All-American quarterback, who threw for a touchdown in all 13 starts and finished the season with 32 — one shy of matching the program
record. Mariota and junior running back De’Anthony Thomas lead a dazzling offense that finished last season fifth in total offense and third in rushing offense.
2012 Record: 12-1 Conference: Pac-12 Last Bowl Appearance: 2012

Virginia Military Institute won just TWO games in 2012 for the second time in three years. The Keydets are just 13-42 in five seasons under coach Sparky Woods and have
not had a winning season since 1981. The last fime VMI faced Virginia, coach Mike London earned his most lopsided win as head coach in a 48-7 drubbing in Charlottesville.
2012 Record: 29 Conference: Big South Last Postseason Appearance: 1995

Pittsburgh has competed in the Big East for the past 22 seasons but will join Syracuse as new members of the ACC in 2013. In addition to adapting fo life in a new confer-
ence, they must also cope with changes of their own. Redshirt senior Tom Savage, who has not played in a college foothall game since 2010 with Rugers, will enter the
season as the starting quarterback for a team picked to finish fifth in the Coastal by the Preseason ACC Media Poll.

2012 Record: 6-7 Conference: ACC Last Bowl Appearance: 2012

Ball State has faced Virginia ZERO fimes in ifs 79-year history. The Cardinals have gone 15-10 in fwo seasons under coach Pefe Lembo, including a six-game winning
sireak to close the 2012 regular season. Senior quarterback Keith Wenning, who ranks second in Ball State program history in passing yards, will return for his final season
while leading rusher junior Jahwan Edwards will be back in the backfield for the nation’s 28th ranked rushing attack.

2012 Record: 9-4 Conference: MAC Last Bowl Appearance: 2012

Maryland will host Virginia for ONE last fime as a member of the ACC before switching to the Big 10 for the 2014 season, ending a 50-year relationship with the conference.

The Terrapins' nightmare 2012 season turned comical when freshman linebacker Shawn Petty was forced into quarterback duty after a rash of injuries af the game’s most

important position. Senior C.J. Brown will return from an ACL injury to start under center, but Maryland was picked fo finish just fifth in the Atlantic in the ACC Kickoff Media Poll.
2012 Record: 4-8 Conference: ACC Last Bowl Appearance: 2010

Duke snapped a 17-year bowl drought in 2012, racing out to a 6-1 start before losing its final six games of the season. The Blue Devils owed their surprising success to a
superb passing offense led by then-senior Sean Renfree, who was drafted in the seventh round of the NFL Draft. With his departure, junior Anthony Boone will take over at
quarterback. In his lone start last season, he shredded Virginia for 212 yards passing and four touchdowns in a 42-17 Blue Devil victory.

2012 Record: 6-7 Conference: ACC Last Bowl Appearance: 2012

Georgia Tech scored 56 points against Virginia last season in a 36-point victory, the highest total by a Cavalier opponent in coach Mike London'’s three-year tenure at the University.
The Yellow Jackets vaunted triple-option offense kept opponents off balance all season as the team finished fourth in the country with 311.2 rushing yards per game. Georgia Tech
began the season just 24, but rallied for a 53 conference record, an appearance in the ACC Championship Game and a 21-7 friumph against Southern California in the Sun Bowl.
2012 Record: 7-7 Conference: ACC Last Bowl Appearance: 2012

(lemson senior Tajh Boyd was selected as the ACC Kickoff Media Preseason ACC Player of the Year in a landslide, receiving 105 of a possible 120 votes. The reigning ACC
Player of the Year broke his own ACC record by throwing for 36 touchdowns in 2012 and is now the allime program leader in passing touchdowns and passing efficiency.
He leads a Tigers team that is the preseason favorite to capture a second ACC fitle in three years.

2012 Record: 11-2 Conference: ACC Last Bowl Appearance: 2012

North Carolina ranked ENGHTH in scoring offense last season and will return fifth-year senior Bryn Renner and star sophomore wide receiver Quinshad Davis to o team
that averaged more than 40 points last season. Eleciric running back Giovani Bernard left the school after his sophomore season and was selected in the second round of
the NFL Draft, leaving a large void to fill in the Tar Heel backfield.

2012 Record: 8-4 Conference: ACC Last Bowl Appearance: 2011

Miami has lost o Virginia THREE consecutive times, most recently on fight end Jake McGee's second game-winning catch of the season with just six seconds remaining in
41-40 thriller. The Hurricanes have only been outscored in those three contests by a combined 13 points. With reigning ACC Offensive Rookie of the Year Duke Johnson and
standout senior quarterback Stephen Morris returning, Miami was picked to win the Coastal Division in the ACC Kickoff Media poll but await word from the NCAA concerning
further sanctions from an investigation into whether players received illegal benefits from boosters.
2012 Record: 7-5 Conference: ACC Last Bowl Appearance: 2010

Virginia Tech has beaten its Commonwealth rival for NINE consecutive years. The Nov. 30 matchup will occur one day after the one-decade anniversary of the last time the
Cavaliers beat the Hokies - a 35-21 victory in Charlottesville Nov. 29, 2003. Virginia Tech will field 2011 Second Team All-ACC senior Logan Thomas, who last year became
the first Hokie quarterback to lead his team in rushing in nearly 50 years.

2012 Record: 7-6 Conference: ACC Last Bowl Appearance: 2012
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Last October, college football’s
iciest character lit a match.

“I think that the way people
are going no-huddle right now,
that at some point in time, we
should look at how fast we allow
the game to go in terms of player
safety, Alabama head coach Nick
Saban opined, with the air of a
parent concerned his kids really
shouldn't be watching the Video
Music Awards anymore, days after
West Virginia and Baylor com-
bined for 133 points in a regula-
tion game.

“... T'just think there's got to be
some sense of fairness in terms of
asking, ‘Is this what we want foot-
ball to be?”

In June, new Arkansas coach
Bret Bielema answered Saban’s
query with a vigorous “Heck no”
by proposing a rule to the NCAA
Playing Rules Oversight Panel
that would mandate a 15-second
substitution period for defensive
players after each first down. This
regulation, he argued, would pro-
tect players from fatigue-induced
harm, never mentioning that such
a directive would also neutral-
ize the whirling dervish offenses
anathema to Bielema's style.

And now, the ember that Sa-
ban ignited last year has turned
into a small firestorm with ques-
tions about the debate circulating
the nation’s press conferences and
spread proponents Mike Gundy
dismissing Bielema and Saban’s
concerns.

The more things change

Sure, self-interest and stick-
in-the-mud traditionalism likely
fueled the coaches’” protests: Ala-
bama and Bielemas Wisconsin
teams ranked slowest and 5th-
slowest in terms of plays per min-
ute of possession from 2008-2012,
still going a combined 108-27 in
that stretch with their hard-nosed,
defensively-oriented brand of
“North American Football” Still,

Sports  Illustrated
reporter Stewart
Mendel cited re-

searchers who con-
cur with Bielema’s
general premise
about player safety.
As it turns out,
virtually no empiri-

second fastest team in the past five
years and Virginia’s second foe.

“It seems like the way college
football is going,” redshirt senior
defensive end Jake Snyder said at
Monday’s press conference. “It's a
lot more this style of football, so
we have to prepare for that”

Few, too, can deny the allure of
the hurry-up offense’s philosophi-
cal underpinnings. Revving things
up confounds a de-
fense, forcing them
into mistakes that
would make even
an ABC agent con-
fronting a case of
LaCroix blush. Intu-
itively, it just makes
sense: tired, bam-

cal data exist to il- boozled  defenses

luminate some link : will typically fare

between no-huddle FRITZ METZINGER worse than energet-
SPORTS EDITOR

offense and injury
risk. But their com-
ments merit our
attention for a different reason.
Namely, the implication behind
their words that the sport as they
know will become a bastardiza-
tion of its former self invites a re-
ally fascinating discussion.

The game is undoubtedly
changing. On average, FBS teams
have increased their plays per
minute by 2.61 percent since 2008,
with more and more - including
Brigham Young, Virginia’s op-
ponent this Saturday - vowing to
emulate the breakneck pace pop-
ularized by Oregon, the nation’s

ic, cognizant ones.
Nor can anyone
dispute the rave re-
sults enjoyed by many of its propo-
nents. Oregon compiled 46 wins
and averaged 43.5 points in four
years — less than only Alabama
and Boise State — with its spread
running onslaught, while coaches
such as Gundy and Johnny Au-
tograph caretaker Kevin Sumlin
have torched defenses with more
traditional spread-passing attacks.
Whats more, the best of these of-
fenses burn out scoreboards with-
out sacrificing efficiency: of the
10 teams with the highest points
per play last season, according to

adjustedstats.com, four ran some
variation of a no-huddle, guns-
blazing spread.

But installing a speedy offense
has proven neither necessary nor
sufficient to secure instant success.
Saban, after all, sits comfortably at
the zenith of the college football
world after his Alabama teams
won three of the past four champi-
onships thanks to stifling defense,
efficient offense and quarterbacks
with unfortunate chest tattoos.
Bielema’s glacial Wisconsin teams
have reached the last three Rose
Bowls. Even Georgia Tech has
treaded water running the triple
option, the antithesis of the spread
in some ways.

Meanwhile, Indiana and West-
ern Michigan achieved minimal
success running far more plays
per minute of possession, primar-
ily because those teams feature
deficient talent and pedestrian
tactics. And that’s the whole point.

Because the talent pool is so
much larger and more disparate in
the college game compared to its
professional counterpart, simply
being bigger, stronger and more
skilled matters immensely. Vir-
ginia will be hard-pressed to beat
Oregon no matter how flawless a
gameplan London and his coor-
dinators devise, just as Alabama
could rout Western Michigan with
the Saban-ator 3000 turned to hi-
bernate mode for the evening. I
mean, Gene Chizik won a champi-
onship, and he makes Lane Kiffin

look like Bill Belichick.

But the sports most able
coaches have married marquee
talent with sound tactics, mesh-
ing the two together to optimize
production. Sumlin, for instance,
added a zone-read component to
Texas A&M’s offense to augment
the spread passing style he patent-
ed at Houston, in order to high-
light Johnny Manziel’s skill set.
In the end, if a coach can acquire
the sufficient talent, enable players
to maximize that talent through
preparation, and enjoy a little
luck, he will probably succeed no
matter what kind of schemes he
runs.

Change is as inevitable in col-
lege football as it is in life, a fact
confronting Mike London and
Virginia as they open the sea-
son bracing for a once-gimmicky
type of offense now verging on
ubiquity. As football has evolved
constantly during the past sev-
eral decades, however, one simple
rule has remained constant: qual-
ity wins. No one can predict how
exactly the burgeoning trend to-
ward no-huddle and fast-pace of-
fenses will transform the game, or
whether the injury link will mani-
fest itself, or how Saban, Bielema
and our beloved Cavaliers will ad-
just. But at its best, the sport will
always showcase gifted individu-
als creating something magical
through diligence and sheer luck.
That’s all I could ever want college
football to be.

antee
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“Hope springs eternal

“Sophomore David gs e
for a young Virginia team

Watford will impress
with his command
of the offense and

ability as a dual-threat
quarterback, and the

Cavaliers may well

race out to a 5-2 start,
but an imposing close
to the season will

keep Virginia from a

meteoric rise in 2013.”

“The Cavaliers
overperformed in 2011
and underperformed in
2012. 2013 looks like

the year they could
even out. If they make
a bowl, they’ll make it
backing in — the last
five games are brutal.”

“l think Virginia will
pull an upset or
two, but will also
blow a game that
it should win. My

season is made if

the Commonwealth
Cup returns to
Charlottesville.”

that has flashed immense

potential on both sides
of the ball this summer,
but that excruciating
schedule and questions
at linebacker may turn
this into more of a “Silver
Linings Playbook” kind of
year. Still, expect inspired
effort, one big upset
and reason for optimism
entering 2014.”
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Honor reveals new internal model

By Alia Sharif and Katherine
Britton
Cavalier Daily staff writers

A proposed change to the
Honor Committee's bylaws could
overhaul the way new members are
recruited and trained. Previously,
honor recruits have been divided
into three separate pools: counsel-
ors, advisors and educators. The
proposed change would group all
recruits into a single pool.

a fourth-year College student,
said the proposal, which will come
to a vote Sunday, would increase
cohesiveness in the honor com-
munity by putting all new recruits
through a single training process.

“Our training is going to have
to be a lot more hands-on and en-
gaging,” Behrle said. “We want new
members to be fluent in every as-
pect of the honor system?”

The current system had been
criticized by some members in

the past because it forced them to
choose a role on honor before they
knew enough about the positions,
said senior advisor Nick Hine, a
third-year College student.

Behrle said comprehensive
training would allow honor mem-
bers to make a more informed
choice.

Honor Chair he said.Behrle
said an informal poll among honor
members last week showed moder-
ate support for the proposal. "There
were people who enthusiastically
support it, some people who were
neutral, but I haven't talked to any-
one who strongly doesn’t support
it," he said.

New members would still be
able to concentrate their efforts in
one area during their tenure on
honor, Behrle added.

Current honor members would
be allowed to stay in their current
specialized role or retrain to be-
come universal member, he said.

Current representatives to recieve basic training for all three
committee areas; new members to gain comprehensive introduction

Photo by Marshall Bronfin
The Honor Committee is considering a new training plan for entering recruits in which members will be trained in all aspects of the Committee’s roles, rather than selecting one role for their tenure.

Swipe technology allows easy Rotunda access

In addition to its regular business hours, the Rotunda will now be open to students until 10 p.m. Sunday through Tuesday. Students
can swipe into the building using their IDs, and will enjoy extended hours during exam season.

Starting this semester, students
will have the option to study in the
original library of the University:
the Rotunda. In a pilot project, the
Dome Room, the North Oval Room,
the Lower West Oval Room and the
Lower East Oval Room will have spe-
cific times reserved for student study.
First-year Dome Room dinners will
also return after a two-year hiatus.

“Before this year, the Rotunda was
unlocked and locked each day by the
Rotunda staft with keys,” said Alex
Halbritter, Rotunda guard and Chair
of the University Guide Service. “This
summer, they installed swipe-access
on the building's lower levels, allow-

Sign up for our e-newsletter at

ing students to access the building
with their U.Va. IDs during certain
hours”

Students are now able to swipe
their ID cards to access the building
after public hours, which run from
9 am. to 5 p.m. The new schedule,
available on the University's Rotunda
website, will allow students to have
access to the building until 10 p.m.
Sunday through Tuesday. The hours
will be extended to midnight during
exams.

“This is a ‘pilot year to increase
the building's usage by students, be-
fore interior construction picks up af-
ter graduation this May;” said Halbrit-

ter, a fourth-year Commerce student.

The effort is one of many steps
taken to open the UNESCO World
Heritage Site to the student body.
Rotunda Operations Manager Chris-
tine Wells said the University hopes
the addition of COLA and USEM
classes, as well as the re-introduction
of First Year Dinners in the Dome
Room on Wednesday evenings will
help better serve students.

The Rotunda will be monitored
by two RMC Events staff members
and one student Rotunda Guard after
hours. Covered drinks are permitted,
but no food is allowed inside.

—compiled by Maggie Ambrose

cavalierdaily.com
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University celebrates
March on Washington

Harrison Institute hosts 50th anniversary of civil rights victory

WORLD-CHANGERS WANTED.

Photo by Jenna Truong
Like the District of Columbia and many other municipalities and institutions, the University celebrated the 50th anniversary of the March on Washington on Wednesday.

By Kelly Kaler

Cavalier Daily News Editor

Soulful music flooded the lec-
ture hall at the Harrison Insti-
tute Special Collections library
Wednesday as more than 100
people gathered to honor the 50th
anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr’s March on Washington.

Deborah  McDowell, direc-
tor of the University's Carter G.
Woodson Institute, opened the
presentation with a speech dis-
cussing the first call for a March
on Washington in 1941, originally
led by civil rights activist A. Philip
Randolph. Just before the sched-
uled date of the march, however,
President Franklin Roosevelt is-
sued an executive order to purge
racial discrimination in govern-
ment employment, and the march
was cancelled, making Dr. King’s
march in 1963 the first large-scale
march of its kind.

Much like the ‘63 march it-
self, the event incorporated mu-
sic — The John D'earth Quintet
performed a live rendition of "Al-
abama" by John Coltrane at inter-
mission.

"Jazz music is black music,"
D’earth said before launching into
the first verse with his trumpet. "It

was created by people who were at
first brought here against their will
... and is revered around the world
today." The performance received
thundering applause.

English Prof. Susan Fraiman
read Dr. King’s “I Have a Dream"
speech in reverse.

“I do this to challenge the way
these intentions [set forth by Dr.
King] have been watered down,"
Fraiman said. "Mainstream U.S.
culture encourages positivity, ro-
mance ... anger and protest are
seen as whining, even unpatriotic."
Fraiman praised King’s challenge
and refusal to accept the status
quo and dissatisfaction with racial
segregation.

To end the session, Batten
undergraduate student Eden Ze-
karias urged the audience to look
beyond the University and con-
sider the perpetuation of racial
privilege outside the confines of
Charlottesville — or even outside
the United States.

"If we do not seek to perish as
a global people, we need to realize
what happens to [our internation-
al peers] also happens to us," she
said. "We are looking at modern-
day segregation where people are
placed into pockets of poverty and
pockets of privilege."

We invite all 3rd and 4th years to attend:

FALL PRESENTATION
Alumni Hall ® September 3rd, 2013 @ 7:00 pm

We remind you that the resume submission deadline is
September 5th, 2013. First round interviews will be held
on September 24th, 2013.

*Applicants must apply via www.JoinBain.com AND Cavlink.

Please include a cover letter, resume and unofficial transcript.

YW Follow us @JoinBain as well as @Bain_AC

joinbain.com Make your mark. Change our world.

E vy @\ BAIN & COMPANY (X
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New data reveals promising horizons for post-grads

College, Engineering, Commerce school graduates vary in skillset, enjoy similarly strong job prospects in today’s market

By Emily Hutt and Jordan
Bower
Cavalier Daily senior writers

Forty percent of May 2012
graduates from the College of
Arts & Sciences had acquired
full-time employment or were
self-employed after Final Exer-
cises this past May, according to
a recently unveiled report that
profiled graduates’ post-college
paths.

The results came from a survey
conducted by University Career
Services in conjunction with the
College and Center for Survey Re-
search, and provide a “snapshot of
the diverse ways in which gradu-
ates of the College launched their
futures after earning their bacca-
laureate degrees,” according to the
report.

Reports for other schools
at the University showed even
higher rates of employment, with
undergraduate 2012 graduates in
the Engineering School and the
Commerce School employed at
rates of 55.1 percent and 86 per-
cent respectively.

Sarah Isham, director of Ca-
reer Services for the College of
Arts and Sciences, said the re-
port’s findings will be particularly
valuable to current and prospec-
tive students, as well as faculty
and peer institutions.

In addition to the 40 percent
of respondents who had acquired

full-time employment or were
self-employed after graduation,
an additional 6 percent had ac-
cepted part-time employment.
About 26 percent of respondents
reported acceptance into gradu-
ate or professional schools, and 12
percent of respondents indicated
other plans - including travel-
ing, service work or fellowship.

respondents.

The pilot study began in March
2012, when 2,428 undergraduate
students from the College were
identified as eligible for gradu-
ation in May 2012. Researchers
used web-based surveys to reach
out to students to encourage
them to participate in the survey
in late April, in addition to peri-

lowing graduation, the Center for
Survey Research closed the 2012
survey and compiled the data.
About 47 percent, or 1,142
students, of the 2,428 May 2012
graduates responded to the survey
after the spring and fall response
requests. The University Career
Services office has already begun
collecting data on the 2013 grad-
uating  class,

The  remain-

ing  percent- 2012 Salary Profile

ages said they Bachelor of Science in Commerce

were  seeking

employment

or admission
to graduate or
professional
schools.
Education,

Mot Beported.

Liess than §30,000 (1%)
830,000 - §34,59% (1)
£35,000 - $39,999 (2%)

$40,000 - $44,999 (3%)

Isham said. She
said the group
hopes to re-
lease the data

in early 2014.
“Its  defi-
nitely  some-

thing that we
were thankful

. $45,000 - $49,999 (1%) =

consulting ser- £ to do and we
vices, legal ser- sagmn-ssi00 hope that we
vices, scientific have the re-
research  and 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 sources to con-
healthcare ser- Year tinue it,” she
. $60,000 - $64,999 855,000 - §59,9%% .

vices tOPPed Image courtesy McIntire School of Commerce Career Service said.

the list of oc- Both  En-

cupational fields among respon-
dents. Most respondents remained
in the United States after gradua-
tion, with only 7 percent reporting
international employment.
Respondents’ average starting
salary was $41,058, with a median
of $38,000. The report contained
an additional breakdown of sal-
ary distributions, with computer
science and consulting services
industries reporting the highest
post-graduation salaries among

odic follow-up emails.

“We survey students in the
spring when they are here, and
based upon those classes that are
going to be included in the re-
port, we follow up with respon-
dents,” Isham said. “The survey
is voluntary on the part of each
fourth year in the College”

After  sending  follow-up
emails to non-respondents and
students who were still seeking
employment in the winter fol-

gineering and Commerce 2012
graduates reported average start-
ing salaries higher than $60,000
in the reports.

In the Engineering School, the
average starting salary of those
surveyed was $67,701 and a me-
dian salary of $65,000. They were
most likely to take jobs in con-
sulting, computer hardware/soft-
ware design or development and
engineering service.

“Generally speaking, our stu-

dents, when they graduate, have
lots of options,” Engineering
School Associate Dean Edward
Berger said. “Some of them will
go to grad school, some of them
will go to medical school, some of
them will go to Teach for America
— that’s one of the things that we
are really pleased about with our
undergraduate program is that
when students graduate they have
lots of opportunities and there are
no doors closed to them.”

Commerce School graduates
have an average base salary of
$61,022 and a median base salary
of $60,000, according to the sur-
vey. Jobs for Commerce graduates
were most often in the fields of
investment banking, consulting -
not with accounting firms - and
diversified financial services.

Commerce School Dean Carl
Zeithaml said that the high em-
ployment rate is due to the high
level of interest recruiters have in
Commerce students.

“We attract new recruit-
ers each year and we have very
loyal and very engaged recruit-
ers” Zeithaml said. “I think one
of the things that they like about
[the students] is that they are stu-
dents who have taken two years
in the college and many of them
have a minor in the college or a
major. You add to that a world-
class business education and that
makes the students extremely at-
tractive to the recruiters”

i o
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Comment of the day

“Resist the
temptation to
prepare for your
career”.. So I
can pay $40,000
per year to
read books and
learn languages
I could easily
do on my own?
I'm all for being
well-rounded,
but there’s a way
to do it without
spending that

»
much money:

“TonyXL” responding to
Russell Bogue’s Aug. 22
column, “An open letter
to the Class of 2017”

LEAD EDITORIAL
Rethinking a historic space

We commend the University for extending student use of the Rotunda

The Rotunda should not seem forbidding,
least of all to University students. For years,
the Rotunda’s second-floor glass doors were
sealed shut. The doors struck most students
on Grounds as ornamental, not functional.
Until University officials opened the build-
ing’s second-floor entrance in March, stu-
dents trying to enter the Rotunda had to
walk down to the building’s lower doorway
and then make their way up through spiral-
ing stairs.

Though the Rotunda is a paragon of En-
lightenment architecture, it is also a liv-
ing building. It hosts offices and meetings.
Streams of tourists amble through nearly ev-
ery day.

But some students, especially first years,
view the Rotunda as off-limits. This attitude
comes partially from the building’s status as
an architectural marvel. Entering the Rotun-
da can feel like entering a church — which,
given Jefferson’s decidedly secular intentions
for the University, is irony of a severe flavor.
We can also attribute students’ hesitation
about entering the Rotunda for casual pur-
poses to the fact that the building hosts some
high-powered meetings, the Board of Visi-
tors’ sessions being one example. Wander-
ing around the Rotunda looking for a place
to study can make one feel as if one risks
intruding on something important. Finally,
students have been uneasy about studying in
the Academical Village’s centerpiece because
doing so is not ingrained into the habits and
patterns of mainstream University student

life.

It is this last trend that Rotunda officials
hope to change. Rotunda Operations Man-
ager Christine Wells recently announced that
the building would extend its study hours.
Students may now swipe in to study between
5 and 10 p.m. Sunday through Tuesday. The
Rotunda remains open to the public from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. The new Rotunda pro-
gramming schedule has also allotted more
time slots for classes in the Lower West Oval
Room and has reserved the Dome Room
for first-year dorm dinners on Wednesday
nights.

These changes may seem minor, but they
mark a forceful symbolic point. This gesture
is a particularly positive way to welcome first-
year students — some of whom are unsure
which spaces are “allowed” — into the Uni-
versity’s symbolic and architectural center. By
reserving Sunday through Tuesday evenings
specifically for students, University officials
have indicated in clear terms that they wish
students to take advantage of the school’s
most iconic space.

Students should treat this privilege respon-
sibly by following stated guidelines, such as
not bringing food into the Rotunda. They
should also take advantage of this marvel-
ous opportunity—to work and learn in one
of the world’s most stunning buildings. We
commend the Rotunda staff for promot-
ing students’ interests and making a historic
structure a place for learning, discussion and
study — much as Jefferson envisioned.

CAVALIER DAILY STAFF

Julia Horowitz, @juliakhorowitz

Kaz Komolafe, @kazkomolafe Arts & Entertainment Editors The CD
Mm‘mging Ediior' Katie Cole, @katiepcole The Cavalier Daily is a financially and editorially independent news organization staffed and
Caroline !'|°U<k, C?CﬂrOl'"EhOU(k Conor Sheehey, .@mcsheehgylfi managed entirely by students of the University of Virginia.
H ave dn Executive Editor Health & Science Editor The opinions expressed in The Cavalier Daily are not necessarily those of the students, faculty,
o o 2 Charlie Tyson, @charlietyson] Kamala Ganesh staff or administration of the University of Virginia. Unsigned editorials represent the majority
opinion¢ Operations Manager Production Editors opinion of the managing board. Cartoons and columns represent the views of the authors. The
rii_ e ii, Meghan Luff, @meghanluff Mary Beth Desrosiers, @duhrowsure managing hoard of The Cavalier Daily has sole authority over and responsibility for all content.
Chief Financial Officer Rebecca Lim, @rebecca_lim No part of The Cavalier Daily or The Cavalier Daily online edition may be reproduced in any
d own Kiki Bandlow Sylvia Oe, @sylviaoelb form, in whole or in part, without the written consent of the editor-in-chief.
v Photography Editors The Cavalier Daily is published Mondays and Thursdays in print and daily online af cavalier-
Assistant Managing Editors Dillon Harding daily.com. It is printed on at least 40 percent recycled paper.

Matthew Comey, @matthewcomey 2014 The Cavalier Daily Inc.

Andrew Elliott, @andrewc_elliott
News Editors

Emily Hutt, @emily_hutt

Kelly Kaler, @kelly_kaler

(S.A.) Joe Liss, @joemliss

Jenna Truong, @jennajt2]

(S.A.) Marshall Bronfin, @mbronfin
Graphics Editors

Stephen Rowe

Peter Simonsen, @peetabread
Multimedia Editor

Join the

Have an opinion?
The Cavalier Daily welcomes letters to the editor and guest columns. Writers must provide full
name, telephone number and University affiliation, if approrpriate. Letters should not exceed
250 words in length and columns should not exceed 700. The Cavalier Daily does not guaran-

Opinion
section.

SPoris Fditors ) ) Cluir.e Wang i tee publication of submissions and may edit all material for content and grammar. Submit fo
sz' Metzinger, @fr}tlmeillnger Social Medm M.anager opinion@cavalierdaily.com or P.0. Box 400703, Charlottesville, VA 22904-4703
Daniel Weltz, @danielweltz3 Greg Lewis, @grglewis
(S.A.) Zack Bartee, @zackbartee Ads Manager
S.A.) Michael Eilbacher, @mikeeilbacher Ryan Miller H
Or send (SA) y Questions/Comments

Opinion Editors
Katherine Ripley, @katherineripley
Denise Taylor, @deni_tay47

Marketing Manager
Anna Xie, @annameliorate
(S.A.) Allison Xu

To hetter serve readers, The Cavalier Daily has a public editor to respond to questions and
concerns regarding ifs practices. The public editor writes a column published every week on the
opinion pages based on reader feedback and his independent observations. He also welcomes

a guest
editorial to

(S.A.) Alex Yohanda Business Manager queries pertaining to journalism and the newspaper industry in general. The public editor is
o 0 Focus Editor Matt Ammentorp, @chitownbeardown available ot publiceditor@cavalierdaily.com.
o p inion Grace Hollis (laire Fenichel, @clairefeni

Life Editors
Valerie Clemens, @valerietpp

Financial Controller
Tzu-Ting Liao




OPINION

Thursday, August 29, 2013 | 9

Putting off fun

Instead of focusing only on big goals, students at the University should embrace unexpected opportunities that arise

By Fariha Kabir
Opinion Columnist

College students have made
an art form of procrastination.
Whether it's writing a 20-page
paper the night before it’s due or
cramming for finals, saving things
until the last minute is part of stu-
dentlife. AsIbegin my fourth year,
I realize I too have procrastinated
on a number of things. There are
so many great restaurants in Char-
lottesville and I have only tried a
handful. Academically, I've been
putting off taking an art history
class or trying to learn Chinese.
Nearly every time an interesting
opportunity came up, I generally
pushed it aside because it was not
relevant for the specific future goal
I had in mind. I was very focused
on achieving certain academic cre-
dentials that I let other opportuni-
ties slip by. But, now as a fourth
year reflecting on my tenure at the
University so far, I realize that by
constantly pushing things back se-

mester after semester, I have yet to
try or do many things that I had
originally wanted to.
There is, of

course, so much

more to college

than  academ- ’ ’
ics, but viewing

college with a
one-track mind
limits the expe-
rience regardless
of the specific
nature of your
goal. Such an ap-
proach prevents
the opportunity
to grab things as they come. These
opportunities can take many
forms. They can be classes that
are completely irrelevant for your
future goals or ambitions, but still
strike your interest. They can be
partaking in U.Va. traditions like
the lighting of the Lawn. They
can also be hiking Humpback
Rock. While spending four years
at U.Va,, it is important to expose

yourself to the wide range of expe-
riences available, and to do so as
opportunities arise.

Nearly every time an interesting
opportunity came up, I generally
pushed it aside because it was not
relevant for the specific future goal I

had in mind.

The University has a long list of
traditions, and partaking in these
traditions or better experiencing
the Charlottesville area enhances
the four years spent at U.Va. Par-
ticipation in these activities can
help a person grow by exposing
them to different ideas and envi-
ronments. More importantly, it
makes college an academic, social
and cultural experience, which is

important in helping an individual
better understand themselves and
the world around them. College
is the last cushion before the “real
world”; therefore, having a more
rich college experience can be
important in preparing students
for the challenges they face after
graduation.

Additionally, partaking in
these opportunities can allow to
you to meet more people, and
form connections. Granted, try-
ing different restaurants will not
help you form connections, but
going to different events will. For
example, the Lighting of the Lawn
is a chance to interact with more
students and perhaps even expand
your network of people. Doing re-
search will expose you to different
professors and contacts who may
be able to help you find the job or
opportunity you are looking for,
but did not know existed. In many
respects, these opportunities are
the first step in the "real world."

However, you can only make

the contacts or have an enriching
college experience if you grasp
opportunities as they are offered.
If you wait, those opportunities
may not come again. For example,
I thought learning Chinese would
be very interesting, but I waited
too long. The key is to have a wide
vision of what you want to accom-
plish at the University in your four
years.

Four years is really not a long
time. In order to ensure that I
leave with no regrets, I have made
a bucket list of things to do before
graduating. While I put off doing
many things in favor of my goals,
I intend to make the last year
count. Instead of saying you will
do something next semester, make
it next weekend. The University
and Charlottesville have much to
offer—take the time to see it in all
its glory before graduating.

Fariha Kabir is an Opinion col-
umpnist for The Cavalier Daily.

By Alex Yahanda
Senior Associate Editor

I try to refrain from writing
about sports for opinion pieces,
but I had to make an exception in
this instance. As some tennis fans
know, it has become a tradition for
American tennis players to retire
following the U.S. Open. Pete Sam-
pras, Andre Agassi and Andy Rod-
dick, among others, played their fi-
nal matches in similar fashion. On
Monday, James Blake announced
that he would be retiring after
the year’s final major. Blake’s an-
nouncement comes after a period
of several years in which his rank-
ing has continuously dropped.

Even if you are a tennis enthu-
siast, you may not yet be aware of
this development. Or, if you are,
maybe you just do not care. Blake
has not been a relevant competitor
for years, and he never enjoyed the
same stardom as many of his con-
temporaries. Even with American
tennis at a low point, Blake has
faded into obscurity. He is cur-
rently ranked 100th in the world
and has not won a tournament
since 2007. Yet it would be a shame
for his retirement to go unnoticed

Netting a good-bye

Tennis player James Blake’s retirement deserves more recognition

simply because his on-court ac-
complishments were considered
lacking. Indeed, Blake’s retirement
should be highly publicized, as
his story can provide a refreshing
departure from current sporting
news.

Recent sports coverage has
been overwhelmingly negative,
sometimes enough to make even
the most cheerful person cynical.
Every level of athletics, it appears,
is looking to blame someone
for something. Former football
players are blaming the NFL for
inadequate  protection against
concussions, the NCAA is blam-
ing players for illegally receiving
benefits, Major League Baseball is
blaming a group of players for ly-
ing about steroid use, and a grand
jury is blaming NFL player Aaron
Hernandez for first-degree mur-
der. Those are just some exam-
ples of front-page sporting news.
Blake’s retirement will probably
not garner as much attention. It
should, though, for his willingness
to never blame anything, even
though he had the right to.

Blake’s career is the epitome of
overcoming hardship and serving
as a symbol of perseverance. His

path to tennis success was an un-
traditional one. As a child, he had
severe scoliosis and was forced
to wear a back brace. He was not
the product of an exclusive ten-
nis academy, and chose to play
college tennis—a rarity for future

n

It would be hard for any
sports fan — not simply
tennis fans — to find an
athlete with more class.

professional players. After excel-
ling in college and breaking into
the professional tour, Blake was
met with debilitating injuries. He
broke several vertebrae after slip-
ping and slamming his head into
a netpost. Then, he developed
a case of shingles so bad that it
paralyzed his face and negatively
affected his vision. Nevertheless,
Blake returned from those set-
backs and ultimately rose as high
as number-four in the world. But,

for his few years of high-class ten-
nis, he was never able to compete
with the likes of Roger Federer and
Rafael Nadal. And though it would
be easy, Blake never blamed any
previous misfortune. It would be
hard for any sports fan—not sim-
ply tennis fans—to find an athlete
with more class.

For those who know Blake’s
story, it is frustrating that his re-
tirement will likely not garner
the sweeping coverage as, say,
Sampras. From one standpoint,
it makes sense that outstanding
athletes receive more widespread
celebration when they retire. Their
absences, after all, will impact
their sports more strongly, and
many dominating athletes have
managed to become cultural icons.
Brett Favre and Michael Jordans
many retirements, for instance,
were front-page news stories be-
cause those athletes were among
the all-time best at their respective
professions. Likewise, Mariano Ri-
vera—the New York Yankees’ leg-
endary pitcher—has seen his final
season in baseball become a celeb-
rity tour because he is considered
to be the greatest closer in baseball
history. From another perspective,

though, we should wonder why we
do not always immortalize athletes
with great character like we do
those with impressive skills. Sure,
better players may be more enjoy-
able to watch on the field or court.
But for athletes sports are a job,
not who they are. Character, then,
should be more widely appreciated
in today’s sporting culture, espe-
cially when considering how many
exceptional athletes have been of
questionable morals. Blakes in-
tegrity and class deserve at least
as much recognition as any ath-
letic milestone achieved by Barry
Bonds, Lance Armstrong or Tiger
Woods and perhaps more.

Sadly, some lesser sports fig-
ures who have overcome tremen-
dous adversity or who have proven
to be especially positive forces
outside of sports are never given
the farewell they deserve. Blake
deserves as much publicity as any
Heisman Trophy winner or NBA
Finals MVP, because he is a rare
combination of skill and poise that
transcends his athletic skill.

Alex Yahanda is a senior associ-
ate editor for The Cavalier Daily.
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No end in sight

Incoming, returning students must remain attentive to the challenge’s facing the University’s honor system

By Forrest Brown
Opinion Columnist

Anyone who was on Grounds
last year remembers the drama
surrounding the Honor Com-
mittee’s “Restore the Ideal” pro-
posal. For those who weren't, it
all started when the Committee
decided to take action to combat
issues facing the honor system at
the University.

Their proposal had two parts:
the first, informed retraction,
would allow students to admit
their guilt when they learned they
were being investigated for an
honor offense and receive a year’s
suspension instead of expulsion,
while the second would change
the pool of eligible jurors for trials
from the student body at large to
just members of the Committee.

These changes were intended
to combat two issues the Com-
mittee saw as consistently trou-
blesome: that students who were
open about their offenses in a
trial were systematically expelled

while those who lied were able to
manipulate juries into a not-guilty
verdict. As the proposal awaited
a vote from the student body, de-
bate about these proposals became
heated. Many

members  of

the  student

body, includ- ’ ’
ing myself,

had issues

with the

proposed

changes. I

felt jury re-

form went too far in completely
eliminating the average student
from the process, and that in-
formed retraction was less acces-
sible to low-income and interna-
tional students. Both sides spent
lots of time campaigning, writing
articles and speaking to various
groups about their opinions, and
unfortunately the dialogue often
became less than civil. Eventually
a petition put informed retraction
on the ballot separately from jury
reform. When the votes came in,

about 60 percent of the student
body had voted against the joint
proposal and slightly more ap-
proved of informed retraction
alone.

Honor at the University embodies
many of our Jeffersonian ideals.

That is the current situation:
all that changed in honor last year
was the addition of informed re-
traction. Unfortunately, that does
not do enough on its own to com-
bat the serious faculty and student
accountability issues facing honor,
and some form of jury reform is
still needed. I have no doubt that
the Committee is talking about
ways to either put another pro-
posal on the table or to encourage
students to put something forward
themselves. And we, as a student

body, have to meet that challenge.

There are a multitude of op-
tions for jury reform that address
both the concerns of the commit-
tee as well as those of the student
body. A mixed jury composed of
both Honor Committee mem-
bers as well as normal students
is already an option available to
accused students, and could be
made the standard practice. I also
suggested in an article last year an
opt-in jury system, where students
could sign up to be part of the jury
pool early in the semester and un-
dergo more rigorous training both
then and before the trial they ad-
judicate. 'm sure there are more
ideas among members of the stu-
dent body that could be effective,
or at least provide some inspira-
tion to put another, more balanced
and effective proposal on the table.

Honor at the University em-
bodies many of our Jeffersonian
ideals. We talk all the time about
how important honor is as a com-
ponent of our school identity, and
many take pride in how that sepa-

rates us from other schools. But
for that pride to be justified and
that talk to be useful, we need to
actually engage in debates on what
can be changed and improved
in the system to ensure it works,
and doesn’t become an outdated
relic that is eventually discarded.
I know that the Committee and
those involved in the system will
do that, but their work is only use-
ful if it is part of a larger dialogue
within the whole University. As we
saw last year, their views do not
always coincide directly with the
student body’s, but there is no way
for them to know that if we don't
make our voices heard. So please,
talk to your friends, talk to your
honor representative, and talk to
your professors, and see what you
can do to be an active part of the
community of trust here at the
University. The future of that com-
munity is in our hands.

Forrest Brown is an Opinion
columnist for The Cavalier Daily.

By Ashley Spinks

Opinion Columnist

Expectation is the root of all
heartache. These oft-quoted cau-
tionary words, while they may be
cliché, are not inaccurate. When
you attach expectations to a per-
son, an experience, or an event,
you are mentally creating demands
that may or may not be fulfilled.
Even if the experience overall is
positive and rewarding, it may
not match your personal vision. It
may be different than you hoped it
would be. People of all kinds know
this experience well. But when
youre an optimist, you don’t have
mere expectations—you have high
expectations. You have dreams.
And far from the bitter taste of dis-
appointment or the small twinge
of resentment that most may feel
when they are let down, optimists
will feel so much more. Rather
than heartache, we will feel heart-
break.

I say “we” because I see myself
as an optimist; or at the very least,
the optimists cousin, an idealist.

A life half full

And it is hard work to remain op-
timistic in today’s world, which is
so colored by cynicism, greed, self-
ishness and cruelty. Whether you
feel discouraged by cor-
rupt politicians or simply
hurt that the cute boy from
your discussion section
didn't say hi today (yet
again) being an optimist
can often feel like receiv-
ing a constant stream of
slaps in the face from
the universe. The worst
part is that optimists
do it all with a smile on
their faces, confident that the next
day will be better than the last, de-
spite the plethora of evidence to
the contrary. To remain hopeful in
the face of adversity is not as easy
as we make it look—it is very, very
difficult.

Another trial of being an opti-
mist is being constantly mistaken
for naive. Toeing the line between
optimism and naivete is a deli-
cate process. Some would call it
an art. Is expecting the best when
the world has taught you to pre-

pare for the worst optimistic or is
it pitiable? When you tell me that
something great has happened and
my default inclination is to believe

n

Sometimes, being an optimist
just requires viewing a situa-
tion from a new angle.

you, does that make me charm-
ingly sanguine or gullible? Here's
a real-world example to try to
demonstrate the difference: If you
take an incredibly difficult test and
hope for a B instead of a C, that's
optimism. If you tell yourself that
there will "definitely be a curve," so
that your 65 percent will magically
become an A, that is naivete.
Perhaps it would be easier to be
a pessimist. Maybe we optimists
should lower our expectations. Ad-
justing my attitude to mirror one

Optimism does not equal naivete

of a pessimist would make life a lot
more bearable, especially if current
predictions about the unemploy-
ment rate of my generation are
reliable. Everything from the job
application process to dating to co-
existing with colleagues would be
simplified if I abandoned my opti-
mism. Didn't get the job I wanted?
That's okay, I wasn't expecting to. A
guy rejected my dinner invitation?
No big deal, it was more likely he
would say "no" than "yes" anyway.
That jerk at my office didn't do
her share of the work, and I would
have to stay late? People are sure to
disappoint you. I shouldn't expect
her to come through.

Sure, life as a pessimist would
be devoid of a lot of disappoint-
ment. But would I be willing to
sacrifice the rollercoaster ride that
is existence just because the sud-
den drops gave me a stomach ache?
Is a life without passionate, idealis-
tic, slightly stupid faith (even if it
means avoiding the heartwrench-
ing let-downs as well) worth living
atall?

I think being an optimist is

worth it. Because when people do
live up to their inherent goodness
or experiences are as thrilling as
you've imagined, nothing makes
you feel more validated or alive.
Sometimes, being an optimist just
requires viewing a situation from a
new angle. For instance: yes, tech-
nology is permeating our lives and
arguably making us less articulate
or less able to form meaningful
bonds with other humans. But the
proliferation of amazing technol-
ogy and science also means that we
know more about the world than
anyone has ever known. People
are able to be more productive, live
healthier lives and create beautiful
art and tools. The world is amaz-
ing; expect it to be, and while you
may occasionally be disappointed,
laughed at, or doubted, you will
also be happier than those who
don't allow themselves to dream.
You'll have a wish to make up to in
the morning.

Ashley Spinks is an Opinion col-
umnist for The Cavalier Daily.
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By Russell Bogue
Opinion Columnist

Many politically inclined writ-
ers these days—your columnist
included—have bemoaned the
dearth of political participation in
the United States, citing depress-
ingly low voter turnout rates and
a demonstrated lack of interest in
political issues that touch on virtu-
ally every member of society. From
elections as local as who will be on
our Honor Committee to those as
national as the presidential race,
the pattern is familiar: a small mi-
nority of citizens are actively en-
gaged, and the rest look on with
apathy at best, hostility at worst.
Many Americans today pin their
frustrations on Congress when
part of the problem is an electorate
too lazy or preoccupied to engage
each other in substantive political
conversation. But today I want to
discuss an issue I mentioned only
in passing when I last wrote about
voter participation, in my March
6 article “Tip the vote over”: igno-
rant voting. Voting without know-
ing fully who or what you're voting
for. In that spirit, I want to propose
that the U.S. institute a form of na-
tionwide literacy test for federal
elections.

Bring back the literacy test

A mandatory voter literacy test would improve civic community, improve the political system

Now, literacy tests have a shady
history. In the past, such tests
were widely used in the south to
disenfranchise black voters, us-
ing the pretense of encouraging
enlightened voting to keep an un-
popular minority from expressing
a political voice. The tests were
often administered by white males
who had sole discretion over who
passed and who didn’t, and the
questions were tailored for each
voter. White voters might receive
questions concerning the iden-
tity of the first American president,
while black voters were required to
name all county judges in the state.
The Voting Rights Act of 1965 offi-
cially banned using literary tests—
and similar qualifiers—to discrim-
inate between voters on the basis of
race or color, and rightfully so. Any
test that doesn’t apply equally to all
races is a farce. But the misuse of
the literacy test in the past should
not taint the concept in general.
Applied properly, requiring vot-
ers to demonstrate knowledge of
the candidates and issues—and
perhaps United States history as
well—could significantly improve
the quality of our democracy.

Before we can talk about just
how we can “properly apply” a liter-
acy test—and I should admit at the

outset that I certainly don’t have all
the answers here—we should first
determine whether such an idea is
reasonable. Voting has long been
conceived as both a right and a re-
sponsibility, something that can be
deprived of an individual if he or
she proves incapable of acting as
a member of society. We require
immigrants to pass a literacy test
in order to become U.S. citizens,
and we deprive certain criminals
of their right to vote. In Lassiter
v. Northampton County Board
of Elections (1959), the Supreme
Court upheld the constitutionality
of requiring all citizens to pass a
literacy test before voting, provid-
ed that the tests applied to all races
equally. While there is a case to be
made that citizens should have the
absolute freedom to vote however
they please, including ignorantly
and against their own interests,
there is a better case to be made
that the marginal freedom given
up by requiring literacy tests is
more than compensated for by the
public good that comes from fewer,
better-educated voters.

What would such a test look
like? T propose that it have the
following characteristics.  First,
it should require voters to dem-
onstrate at least a rudimentary

knowledge of the platforms of
the candidates on the ballot. This
could mean matching various
fundamental policy positions—
on social issues like immigration
or economic issues like financial
regulation—with the proper can-
didate. Second, the test should
evaluate voters on basic economic
knowledge. If taxes are raised or
government spending cut, eco-
nomic growth will likely slow;
heavy government borrowing
tends to crowd out private invest-
ment by raising interest rates; etc.
Third, and finally, the test should
cover basic American history, with
an emphasis on the last 50 years,
similar to the citizenship test.
Implementing such a test will
pose significant challenges, but
tackling them will prove fruit-
ful for the American public. The
government should freely provide
the answers to all the questions
online and via an informational
brochure—the point of the test is
not to assign grades, but to make
sure that people know the basics of
what they’re doing when they enter
the polls. Similarly, voters should
be able to take the test indefinitely
until they pass. All competitors in
the election should agree upon the
content and phrasing of the ques-

tions before they are published,
and experts should ensure that the
content is indeed factual and not
ideologically contentious. Collect-
ing, evaluating and recording the
results of the tests in order to quali-
fy citizens for voting will inevitably
require time and resources.
Despite these costs, the benefits
of implementing literacy tests for
federal elections—and eventu-
ally all elections—will be manifold.
Politicians will be held account-
able to a sharper, more discerning
public. Prevalent misconceptions,
which are allowed to proliferate
during tightly contested elections,
will be dispelled. Voters will be
forced to better understand the
ramifications of the policies they
espouse, especially concerning the
economic future of the country.
And, perhaps more importantly,
the concept of voting as a duty
and a responsibility that must be
earned will be brought back into
focus. It takes work to be a mem-
ber of a democracy, and too often
we forget that simple truth. If we
force ourselves to do that work, our
communities will be better for it.

Russell Bogue is an Opinion col-
umnist for The Cavalier Daily.

By Walter Keady

Opinion Columnist

In a speech about the Syrian civil
war, Secretary of State John Kerry
said that the use of chemical weap-
ons against civilians by the Bashar
al-Assad regime is now “undeniable”
The Obama administration has be-
gun “weighing a military strike” in
the country. It appears that this strike
will consist of firing cruise missiles
from the Mediterranean at suspected
chemical weapons laboratories within
Syria.

The thought of an intervention
by the West against the Assad gov-
ernment may conjure up thoughts of
a swift defeat of the dictator, similar
to the situation in Libya. The conflict
in Syria, however, demands a more
nuanced assessment. Even if one as-
sumes an external military response
provoked by a chemical-weapons at-
tack will help the Syrian rebels, it is
not a strategic move for changing the
conflict in favor of the rebels and end-
ing the war.

In a column this past March, I

A slap on the wrist

The U.S. response to chemical weapon attacks in Syria will not end the war any faster

stressed the importance of the United
States remaining uninvolved in the
conflict, excluding the instance of a
verified chemical attack. My view-
point stemmed from the thought that
a military intervention would only
amplify the troubling violence of the
conflict, as opposed to solving it.

Evidence for chemical attacks,
however, has surfaced. Videos of
victims on social media websites, in-
terviews with Syrian doctors and the
fact that the Syrian government sus-
piciously delayed a U.N. investigation
of an alleged chemical weapons site,
and then shelled it before investiga-
tors were allowed in, is unquestion-
ably worrying. It seems, at least in the
eyes of the American government, the
time for action has come. The scope
of this action, however, will not be
enough to change the situation on the
ground. Any hopes that the United
States’ response to chemical weapon
attacks will help put an end to the
more troubling problem—the conflict
itself—should be reconsidered.

First, the proposed use of cruise
missiles would not adequately de-

stroy all of the Syrian governments
stockpiles of chemical weapons. One
expert from the Center for Strategic
and International Studies claimed
“even the most successful cruise mis-
sile strikes would not destroy Syria’s
holdings;” and that the only “credible”
option for destroying these weapons
would be through “a massive air cam-
paign” with “presence on the ground”
Both of these options, at least in the
meantime, are not being discussed.
Without them, it seems the military
action against the Assad regime will
largely be for show, rather than defeat.

The Obama administrations plan
surrounding the use of cruise mis-
siles is more indicative of the United
States’ (as well as many other nations’)
moral standpoint on the use of chem-
ical weapons than of its willingness
to help the fractured rebel forces. In
fact, these missile strikes could serve
to draw more combatants into the
fight. An American military demon-
stration may serve to delegitimize the
rebellion as being aided by foreign
meddlers in the eyes of anti-Ameri-
can moderates, whose opinions may

harden following this kind of action.

The second reason is that the U.S.
destruction of chemical weapons will
not bring about the end of fighting is
that whether or not these weapons
are in use, the conflict in Syria is still
extremely bloody. Targeting chemi-
cal weapons caches only removes the
most horrifying weapons from the
fight. With an estimated 120,000 dead
and more than 200,000 injured before
the chemical attacks surfaced, these
precisely targeted strikes would not
substantively diminish the conflict’s
potential for violence.

What’s more, the use of chemi-
cal weapons, by nature, has escalated
the scale of the violence in the war.
Thus we may see fighting increase in
frequency and brutality as a means of
justification by those affected by these
weapons, regardless of whether or not
the weapons are destroyed.

The final reason the United States’
proposed plan will not put the civil
war on a track for conclusion is that
there is no internationally favored
figure for Assad’s replacement. The
political crisis resulting from Assad’s

military removal at the time be-
ing could plunge Syria into more
violence, as competition for power
would emerge. Fearing this conse-
quence, other nations that are siding
with the rebels will refuse to intervene
forcefully enough to alter the current
stalemate until such a leader emerges,
if at all. In this light, it is clear that the
United States’ response will be less
about aiding rebel forces toward vic-
tory, and more about reprimanding
the Assad regime.

I do not mean for these reasons
to come off as cynical. While the
chances of the violence in Syria be-
ing brought to an end with a solution
fair to all Syrians seem distant, they
are not gone. Perhaps a retaliation
to chemical-weapons use on the part
of the U.S. will not end the war, but
it may put it in a new context: one
rooted in a refusal to allow the use of
some of the most heinous weapons.
At the very least, this is something to
hope for.

Walter Keady is an Opinion col-
umnist for The Cavalier Daily.
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10ne of the three
dimensions

6 Pro bono
promo, for short

91t may have
many jets

12Tight squeeze
14 Pirate portrayer
of film

15 Keyboard key

16“l was wrong ...
big whoop”

17 Abbr.
accompanying O

18“___ luck?”

19Pound, as
potatoes

20 Milk, in a way

21 Nasties

22 Captain von ___
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requiring little
study

29 Sick

30 Mind

32 Mary of early
Hollywood

33 Says, informally

35 Garden spot

38 Wetlands birds
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41 Grab suddenly

43 Broadway’s “Me
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46 Grab suddenly
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49 Carpenter ___

50Annual literary
award

51___ Carpenter
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brain, for short
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62 Diane of
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10 Comic part
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13 Triple Crown
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literal hint to
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Sinatra

22 Brewed
beverages
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48 Star-studded
show, with “the”
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beginning

60___ de boeuf
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66R.N.s are in
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Locked on Lock'n

ARTS &
By Will Mullany
ENTERTAINMENT Arts und Entertainment Associate Editor

Looking to get a little taste of the music festival experience, but missed out the big names like Bonnaroo, Coachella and Lollapalooza? Don't fret. The Charlottesville area will play
host to its own smaller festivals this fall which promise to offer stellar music and local food.
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The first such festival is Lock'n, which will be hosted at Oak Ridge farm just 35 miles south of Charlottesville
Sept. 5 - 8. Formerly called the “Interlocken” festival, the sets at the main stage will be uniquely structured.
Each will transition seamlessly to the next, making for a continuous and unbroken musical experience during
the weekend.

Lock'n will feature jam band veterans like the String Cheese Incident, Gov’t Mule, Warren Haynes and Wide- |
spread Panic, Reggae legend Jimmy Cliff, as well as New Orleans funk outfits the Dirty Dozen Brass Band and
the Soul Rebels Brass Band. Additionally, roots rock greats like the Black Crowes and Grace Potter will make [\
appearances throughout the weekend. While the lineup is shorter than those at more established festivals, X
Lock'n emphasizes quality over quantity — promising longer sets and multiple performances from single art-
ists throughout the weekend.

Student tickets are $180 for the entire weekend, and $59 for individual days. Convenient daily shuttles will run |~
from both Fashion Square and the Downtown Mall to the festival, making it an attractive venue for students |
wishing to dip their toes in the vibrant Virginia festival scene.
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- , %Y : If you can’t make it to Lock'n, however, The Festy Experience is another great festival hap-
. pening not far from Charlottesville later this fall. Running Oct. 11-13 in Nelson County,
the festival will be curated by legendary bluegrass fusion band The Infamous Stringdust-
. ers, and will feature Virginia festival frequenters Railroad Earth and JJ Grey. As founders,
" the Stringdusters say that the “experience” of the festival is crucial and they work to bring
§ in the best local art, music and food. This includes the on-site restaurant and brewery at
Devils Backbone Brewery Company and many other micro-breweries from the local area.

In contrast with other more intense festivals, The Festy seeks to provide festival-goers with
a variety of quaint outdoor lodging options, making the festival ideal for patrons of all
ages. Camping passes for the weekend begin at $150, but single day tickets are also being

sold for $39.
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Its true that big name festivals offer a wider selection of nationally renowned artists, but don’t count these festivals out just because you don’t recognize most of the performers. The
atmosphere at smaller festivals is unparalleled, and because of their reduced size, they give festival-goers a more intimate experience with music and the local arts scene.
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‘Newsroom'stillsnoozefest

HBO dramas second season continues to disappoint with preachy punchlines, mediocre characters, undeveloped relationships

By Ryan Taylor

Cavalier Daily Associate Editor

The words “pompous” and “pretentious” are
bound to come up in any discussion of Aaron Sor-
kin, given the award-winning writer’s propensity
for stuffing his characters’ mouths with the sort
of pseudo-intellectual babble you might expect to
hear in a high school politics classroom. That said,
virtually every project to bear the Sorkin brand
name has met with some level of success, whether
through a cult following, as was the case with the
short-lived “Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip,” or a
full-blown mega-fanbase, as we have seen with
films like “Moneyball” and “The Social Network”
One exception to this rule, however, arrived last
year in the form of HBO’s highly anticipated “The
Newsroom,” which seemed predestined to serve
as this generation’s “West Wing,” a critical smash
that would breed more popular quotes than “The
Godfather”

Season one of “The Newsroom” generally un-
derwhelmed critics and audiences alike, as many
justifiably took the show’s script to task for its
“holier than thou” attitude and one-dimensional
or otherwise dull characters. Season two, which
began this past summer, promises to continue the
show’s streak of mediocrity, albeit with fleeting
moments of insight and charm.

“The Newsroom” hones in on the professional
and personal lives of anchor Will McAvoy (Jeff
Daniels) and his colleagues at the fictional Atlan-
tic Cable News channel’s “News Night,” a nightly
news show with delusions of grandeur. Will, a
good old-fashioned “funnyman” who sees himself
as “speaking truth to power,” struggles to balance
his lofty aspirations with his tumultuous off-cam-
era relationships. Meanwhile, the other members
of the news team do their best to manage their own
dull affairs and to come across as anything deeper
than what they truly are: cardboard cutouts and
ripofts of ensemble members from smarter shows.

This season, as Will and his faithful executive
producer (Emily Mortimer, in top form) seek to
expose a political scandal and then cope with the
fallout, John Gallagher Jr’s hopelessly misogynis-
tic and obnoxious Jim Harper steals a ride on the
Romney campaign bus, presumably for the pur-
pose of allowing Sorkin and his team of writers
to lambast the defeated candidate. Other over-
the-top subplots attempt to tackle African politics,
drone strikes and the Occupy Wall Street move-
ment. Most end in preachy and simplistic les-
sons fit for an “After School Special” or a Michael
Moore documentary.

In one particularly grating sequence, Will

confronts an Occupy-touting teacher outside of
her classroom after grilling her on live television.
As the two figures exchange brief and forgettable
lectures about the merits of the movement, Will
comes to acknowledge his own boorish tenden-
cies, and he ultimately asks to audit the young
woman’s class, presumably demonstrating to us
that even wise old men still have a lot to learn.
Without the shallow dialogue, the peculiar ro-
mantic overtones and the on-the-nose symbolism
of the classroom setting, a scene like this could
have brought nuance and vulnerability to Will’s
character. As it were, however, this moment, like
so many others, concludes on a note of shattered
potential.

The central problem with “The Newsroom” is
that it tries too hard. Rather than take on a typi-
cal newsroom setting, the show insists that “News
Night with Will McAvoy” belongs to a league of its
own, transcending the schlock that allegedly dom-
inates the world of broadcast news today. Even as
the “News Night” team mis-edits audio footage,
delivers panels that the producers admit to be bi-
ased and offers fairly ordinary coverage of major
events, the show’s smug ‘heroes’ and ‘heroines’
become all the more self-satisfied and convinced
that their unexceptional program somehow de-
serves a pedestal.

Arguably, viewers could conceive the show
as an epic tragedy in which its central characters
rise to the top, in their minds, only to eventually
recognize that they amount to nothing more than
any other news team and that they offer no more
truth or courage than the next crew. Unfortunate-
ly, at least to this point, neither Will nor his staft
has come close to this realization, and so a tragic
reading seems premature. On the other hand,
interpreting the show as a silly soap that simply
employs newsroom politics as a background for
dramatic affairs and feuds also proves problemat-
ic, since few, if any, of the relationships on display
offer intrigue or excitement.

A television program need not be intellectually
astute or provocative in order to make for a pleas-
ant viewing experience — I enjoy MTV’s “Teen
Wolf” as much as anyone. That said, in order to
hit its stride, a show must find a cohesive identity
and, more importantly, it must deliver, regardless
of how shallow its goals may seem.

Unfortunately, “The Newsroom” lacks the
political savvy of Netflix's “House of Cards,” the
soapy drama of USAs “Political Animals,” and
the narrative intensity of Sorkin’s pride and joy,
“The West Wing.” Jeff Daniels and the other cast
members do their best to elevate the material, but
HBO’s news night spectacle falls flat, yet again.
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By Ryan Taylor
Cavalier Daily Associate Editor

Everyone is talking about “Orange is the New Black,”
the Netflix original series released in mid-July and
based on a memoir of the same name. Taylor Schilling,
familiar from her recent role in the Nicolas Sparks ad-
aptation “The Lucky One” plays Piper Chapman, the
doe-eyed blond girl no one expected would end up in
jail. In the pilot episode, we meet Piper as she prepares
to serve her time in jail for carrying drug money.

Though our hearts break when Piper must say good-
bye to her fiancé Larry (Jason Biggs), our concerns
quickly shift to Piper herself as she suffers the initial
trials associated with prison rivalry, judgment and
violence. Even the most casual Netflix-viewer can be
hooked by the roller coaster of emotions packed into
every episode.

As the season — and Piper’s prison sentence — prog-
ress, we learn more about her past. She is serving time
in the same prison as the ex-leader of an international
drug cartel, who also happens to be her ex-girlfriend
Alex Vause (Laura Prepon, “That 70’s Show”) and the
reason Piper was carrying the drug money in the first
place. Alex's presence causes friction both inside and
outside the jail — as Piper initially hides the fact from
Larry.

A defining quality of the show is that it explores nar-
ratives of fellow inmates, perhaps just as deftly as it ex-

plores Piper’s narrative. Each episode takes on a new
inmate's backstory in addition to Piper’s narrative. Cre-
ator Jenji Kohan, who also created Showtime’s "Weeds,"
is a master at crafting dramatic scenes, employing fre-
quent flashbacks to inmates’ pasts to highlight the pro-
vocative and deeply human circumstances that guided
these women behind bars.

We get to know Sophia Burset (Laverne Cox), the
prison's hairdresser, a transgender woman in jail for
credit card fraud. Through flashbacks, the audience
learns she used stolen cards to pay for her medical bills
and kept the fraud a secret from her son and wife, who
are still struggling to accept her transition. Flashbacks
also show us the humanity of Miss Claudette (Michelle
Hurst), Piper’s roommate, who ran a cleaning service
of young illegal immigrant girls, a service she herself
worked for as a child.

The show also paints a poor picture of the Depart-
ment of Corrections. The director of the “correctional
center” is over-indulgent, driving a Mercedes while the
GED program is closed for “budget reasons.” The cor-
rectional officers are self-involved and crude, purpose-
fully ransacking living quarters on inspections, sexual-
izing inmates and constantly covering up their tracks.
The few comparatively good officers are punished for
being too weak or too emotionally-involved.

The show deserves credit not only for taking on the
controversial policies of penitentiary systems at large,
but also for its distinctive focus on a women’s prison.
While public images of prison are stereotypically male,

Maddening'Vineyard'withersonthevine

By Ryan Taylor

Cavalier Daily Associate Editor

The old adage goes that television rots the brain, but I
never believed this to be true until I flipped through the
channels and came across ABC Family’s “The Vineyard”
After less than one episode, I could already feel my intelli-
gence withering away as I sensed its contrived and shallow
premise. If anything, the show portrays a beautiful and
historic island as nothing more than an area filled with
washed-up Barbie dolls.

As its title suggests, “The Vineyard” takes place on
Marthas Vineyard, a well-known island off the coast of
Massachusetts. The show focuses on a handful of 20-some-
things as they spend the summer working at The Black
Dog, a popular restaurant and souvenir shop. The show
is structured like a documentary but is clearly scripted.
Like MTV’s “The Hills,” conflict originates from love tri-
angles and compromised friendships, and at the center of
the drama is Katie, a bleach-blond “girl next door” She
develops a relationship with her childhood friend Luis,
but their relationship grows complicated when other
members of The Black Dog house question her romantic
involvement with another man.

Contrasting these summer “wash-a-shores,” are the

island’s natives, Ben and Cat. Unsure about their future
on the vineyard, their relationship also becomes compro-
mised when others arrive at The Black Dog. The cliché ro-
mantic entanglements would already drag the show down,
but the unlikable characters and juvenile acting turn a
sinking ship into a Titanic disaster.

It's not surprising that ABC Family picked up “The
Vineyard” The network is known for airing shows focused
on teen drama and relationships — enough to earn the la-
bel as the “teenage soap opera” channel. But even as shows
like “Pretty Little Liars” and “Greek” gained a strong fan
base from viewers, other programs like “The Secret Life of
the American Teenager” faded out because of stale acting
and thin storylines. There’s no question that “The Vine-
yard” will follow suit.

Though it may seem like an advertisement for Martha’s
Vineyard and The Black Dog at first, it actually gives the
island a bad name. Filled with cheesy lines, selfish charac-
ters and melodramatic “reality;” the show fails to highlight
any of the elements that make Martha’s Vineyard special.

The farcical drama could be set almost anywhere,
though thankfully it’s not — the only positive aspect of the
show I can think of is the scenery. But while the location is
visually appealing, the terrible acting, shallow characters
and unrealistic script is overpowering.

a television show about the female experience is a bold
move. The same issues of sex, race and violence per-
vade the female-driven narrative. At meals and in group
activities there are clear racial groups, though most
discussion of race in the show is playful. The show's
true drama come from the emotional turmoil between
individuals — as the women come to terms with each
other's egos, sexualities and personal agendas.

Though Piper's daily conflicts are intense, it is in her
sexual and emotional identity that she struggles with
the most. When she is forced to face her ex-girlfriend
Alex, Piper must decide whether she blames Alex for
her incarceration, still loves her or both — all while
maintaining her strained relationship with Larry. She
is forced to strike the balance between adjusting to her
life in prison and working to sustain her life outside of
prison for when she is released.

Though it might seem that way at n first glance, the
show isn’t about pitying Piper, but instead about tell-
ing a story about inherently flawed humans. Family and
friends on the other side of the bars constantly try to
assure her she is not meant to be in prison — that she
is different from the riff-raff she's spending time with.

“You aren’t like these people”

But these words prove only a source of more frustra-
tion.

“I'm not any different,” she counters.

But no one, neither inside nor outside of the jail,
seems to believe it.
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Miley Cyrus ‘Can’t Stop’

Miley Cyrus has been a household name since “Hannah Montana” aired on Disney channel. But the girl who was once on the front of every eight-year-old’s lunch-
box in a blonde wig has, to put it gently, lost her charm.

When “Can’t Be Tamed” came out in 2010, we realized that the little girl with the funky country accent had grown up. Watching her dance around a cage with
feathers on in the music video was odd and provocative, but we saw her point. She was not a teenybopper anymore. In the wake of Cyrus’ Video Music Awards performance,
however, it has become clear that the late Hannah Montana has taken her newfound “adulthood” too far.

Cyrus is not the first Disney star to make this transition; she she may be the first to make us wonder if she will star in an X-rated film in the near future. Demi
Lovato and Selena Gomez have both transitioned from Disney pop stars to more seductive female artists. I admit I very much enjoyed

g Lovato’s latest “Heart Attack” and Gomez’s “Come and Get It” — despite being a generation removed
from enjoying their Disney hits “Sonny with a Chance” and “Wizards of Waverly Place,” respectively.
Cyrus, on the other hand, has taken this trend too far.
Cyrus’ performance highlights the now-famous transition from budding, youthful actress to
scantily-clad fiancé - let's not forget she is in fact engaged to Liam Hemsworth. She begins her
act by emerging from a larger-than-life robot teddy bear — who thinks of this stuff? — and then
straddling the bear as she exits. She then slowly crawls down the stairs with her tongue sticking
out. As if she hadn’t made her point yet, she starts combing her invisible long hair, which she
cut about a year ago to show that she was not the lovely long-locks teen who starred in the
Nicholas Sparks movie “The Last Song.”
If only she had “stopped” there. Cyrus’ newest anthem “We Can’t Stop” continued
as she escalated from provocative dancing to uncomfortable hip movements. I could
go on and on about the inappropriate motions Cyrus displayed throughout her VMA
performance, but really I can sum it up by saying only Liam didn’t want her to stop,
especially when she ripped off her teddy-bear leotard to reveal a skimpy bikini.

Of course Cyrus is not the only artist to dance around in barely-there
costumes. Lady Gaga is famous for it and few give her slack. Lady Gaga, however,
has the chops to back it up. Gaga is an extremely skilled vocalist, instrumentalist

and dancer. Cyrus, however, lacks the range and tact of a successful musician. The
fact that she feels the need to call attention to herself through such a scandalous
spectacle merely highlights her inadequacies as a performer. Here's hoping she is

able to get her act together, have performances that don’t make me want to cover my
eyes and come out with music that sounds like she might have written it sober.

Photo courtesy of celebsvenue.in

Few movies have the ability to be both charming and grittily realistic, but August’s limited release
indie flick "The Spectacular Now" pulls off this feat masterfully. Directed by James Ponsoldt and
written by Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber of "(500) Days of Summer," this adaptation of
Tim Tharp’s coming-of-age novel truly sparkles.

Shailene Woodley, who made her film debut alongside George Clooney in 2011’s "The De-
scendents," plays Aimee, a kind-hearted and intellectual high school senior from a small rural town.
Her male counterpart Sutter (Miles Teller) is a life-of-the-party student who lives life without regard
for his future or that of others.

The film begins with Sutter waking up on Aimee’s neighbor’s lawn after attempting to drink
away the pain of a recent breakup. The pair get along easily, but, unlike in most movies in the genre,
there is no instant romantic spark. Aimee is quiet and sweet, whereas Sutter is charming yet unreli-
able — and secretly alcohol-dependent.

At first, the bond seems one-sided, with Aimee easily forgiving Sutter for his mistakes. But Sutter
grows and ultimately falls in love with Aimee as well, though he maintains an abusive alcohol addic-
tion that begins to accompany him in every scene. Both characters have absent fathers, and Sutter’s
search for his old man comes crashing down when he realizes that the father he used to look up to
has transformed into an alcoholic womanizer, a terrifying window into Sutter's own potential future.

The film provides a refreshingly down-to-earth approach to their relationship. Aimee and
Sutter aren’t perfect for each other, and the ways they live, dress and act don't conform to the prem-
ise of the cookie cutter romantic movie. As much as we in the audience want time to stop for them
— accepting for a moment Sutter's conviction to live in the moment — we know it cannot.

Woodley and Teller are both relatively new to the movie industry, but their magical on-
screen chemistry beats that of the most seasoned actors and actresses.

The film has its share of humor and surprises, but it is as its best when it reminds the view-

ers of their own high school experiences as vulnerable youths firmly convinced of their invincibility.
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