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The University announced ﬁesterday it was honoring History Prof. Julian
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U.Va. dedicates position

University establishes professorship, honors History Prof. Julian Bond

By Donald Sensabaugh
Cavalier Daily Senior Writer

The University announced yes-
terday the Concoran Depart-
ment of History will establish a
permanent position called the
Julian Bond Professorship in
Civil Rights and Social Justice to
honor History Prof. Julian Bond’s
legacy at the University.

Bond, a civil rights activist and
former chairman of the National
Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, will
retire May 1 after 20 years of
teaching at the University.

“I was flattered immensely
[by the professorship],” Bond
said. “I was raised in a scholarly
family so to think that one day I
would be honored in this way is
astounding.”

History Department Chair Deb-
orah McDowell said the position
would enable the University to
honor Bond and the importance
of his and his colleagues’ work in

the 1950s and 60s.

“I think it is an excellent idea
and an excellent opportunity
for the University to acknowl-
edge the significance of [the]
civil rights movement, not just
to Virginia, but to the nation,”
McDowell said.

Bond was also a founding
member of the Southern Non-
violent Coordinating Commit-
tee and served in the Georgia
State Assembly for more than 20
years. Since coming to the Uni-
versity in 1992, Bond has taught
more than 5,000 students. In his
classes, Bond used his personal
experiences with the civil rights
movement to provide context
for Southern and American his-
tory in the last century.

Arts & Sciences Graduate stu-
dent Tamika Richeson, a former
teaching assistant for Bond’s
History of the Civil Rights Move-
ment course, said Bond always
made sure he was accessible to
students.

“[Al rewarding part of the expe-
rience was that students were
allowed to use primary docu-
ments from Professor Bond’s
papers,” Richardson said. “He
has provided the University with
a number of rich resources.”

College Dean Meredith Woo
said Bond is a valuable resource
to the University community
because he offers students expe-
riential information about how
they can make an immediate
impact on the country.

“It has been important for
many of our students to interact
with a real political, cultural and
social figure because, in many
ways, our liberal arts education
strives to provide students with
leadership skills and a vision,”
Woo said. “Julian has been a
living example of how a man
with a vision can accomplish
something meaningful to all of
us.”

Please see Bond, Page A4

NEWS

IN BRIEF

Senate passes bhudget

The Virginia Senate passed its
biennial budget yesterday eve-
ning in a special session, after
failing to pass the $85 billion bill
Tuesday.

The budget passed 21-19, with
Sen. Charles Colgan, D-Prince
William County, joining the Sen-
ate’s 20 Republicans. The Senate
is currently split evenly between
Democrats and Republicans, and
Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling, who normally
casts tie-breaking votes, cannot
vote on the budget bill.

McDonnell said in a statement
released yesterday evening he
considered the budget a bipar-
tisan piece of legislation, and he
praised Colgan for voting with the
final budget.

“I want to thank the members
of the House of Delegates and the
State Senate who came together,
across party lines, to pass the
biennial budget today,” McDon-

nell said. “In the Senate, it took the
courage and the statesmanship of
one Democratic Senator, Chuck
Colgan, to secure this outcome for
the good of the citizens of Virginia
... He put policy ahead of politics.”
McDonnell said the Senate Dem-
ocrats had originally held up the
process by focusing on their pro-
posal for a $300 million extension
of the metrorail to Dulles Interna-
tional Airport. Sen. Creigh Deeds,
D-Charlottesville, said Democrats
concentrated their efforts on the
metrorail because transportation
funding is critical to future devel-
opment in Northern Virginia.
“Negotiations are ongoing with
respect to the budget [and] the
issue is transportation,” Deeds
said before the bill was passed.
“The Dulles Rail project has been
... what has brought this to [a]
head, but, frankly, we have been
dragging our feet on transporta-

tion for years.”

Both Democrats and Republicans
had to make compromises on the
bill passed yesterday. Democratic
Caucus Chairman Mark Sickles,
D-Franconia, said in a statement.
“While this is not the budget that
we would have crafted, it is a vast
improvement over the original
proposal.”

Despite these concessions,
Republicans still praised the
budget for its fiscal balance and
support of programs to help Vir-
ginians.

McDonnell will review the
budget this weekend and propose
amendments for the House and
Senate to approve, according
to McDonnell’s statement. The
budget will take effect at the start
of the next fiscal year, which
begins July 1, and will run until
June 30, 2014.

—compiled by Joseph Liss

Courtesy of the Dispatch

Virginia Sen. Charles Colgan, D-Prince William County, left, switched his
vote yesterday, allowing the biennial budget to pass.

Sole power

A visiting panel of
venture

capitalists yes-
terday awarded
first-year

College student
Joseph Linzon a
$200,000 grant
which will fund his
invention of a shoe

Study describes biases

First-year students with interracial friends show more likely liberal tendency

By Kelly Kaler
Cavalier Daily Associate Editor

A study presented yesterday
at the American Educational

to expectation, the majority of
students do not report more pro-
gressive racial attitudes at later
points in college compared to
their attitudes at college entry.”

quent interracial friendships
and more frequent discussions
with people of a different race
reported improvements with
racial attitudes over time.”

to charge a USB L ! !

device. Research Association’s annual ~ Rude said the formation of = Fourth-year College student
conference in Vancouver found interracial friendships, dis- Evan Shields, executive chair of
college students who formed cussion with peers of other the Minority Rights Coalition,
interracial friendships by the races, discussion with faculty said racial attitudes at the Uni-
end of their first year were more members whose views differ versity vary depending on the
likely to demonstrate liberal from the individual and taking individual, but developing cross-
views on issues of race. courses which portray diverse culture friendships is important

University of Iowa Prof. perspectives were four factors toimproving race relations.
Ernest Pascarella, and Jesse positively associated with an ~ “It depends on who you are
Rude and Gregory Wolniak, improvement ofracial attitudes. and how you go about U.Va.,”
principal research analysts for He said the number of courses Shields said. “I've seen different
the National Opinion Research students took which addressed racialincidents occur and people

Center at the University of Chi- diversity positively correlated respond in different ways.”
cago, authored the study. with their improvements in ~ Maurice Apprey, dean of the
According to the report, stu- racial attitudes. University’s Office of African-

dents’ racial attitudes are most  “[The results were] what you
Scott Miles impressionable in their first might expect,” Rude said. “Stu- -

Cavalier Daily year of college, as “contrary dents who reported more fre- Please see Race, Page A4
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Judge Edward Hogshire ruled
Monday he will sentence former
University student George
Huguely Aug. 30 at 1 p.m.
Huguely was convicted of the
second-degree murder of former
University student and ex-girl-
friend Yeardley Love, as well as
grand larceny.

organized a weeklong series
of events called Take Back the
Night to raise awareness about
sexual violence. The program
kicked off Monday with a panel
discussion about dating survi-
vors of gender-based violence.

team’s victory against Rich-
mond (18-16, 5-4 A-10) Tuesday
flipped the script following the
Cavaliers’ first home-series loss
against North Carolina Sunday.
Virginia (24-13-1, 9-9 ACC) will
play a three-game series against
Duke this weekend, starting
Friday at 6 p.m.

Committee Tuesday proposed
an education summit to bring
together state legislators and
students during the summer
which would inform students
about the state’s higher educa-
tion appropriation process.

Please recycle this
newspaper

Editor-in-chief (434)924-1082 News 924-1083  Graphics 924-3181
Print Ads 924-1085  Sports 924-1089 Photography 924-6989
CFO 924-1084  Life 924-1092  Production 924-3181

Additional contact information may be found online at www.cavalierdaily.com

£ (lassified A2
£ QOpinion Ad
£ Nation & World A6
£ Sports B1
: Comics B3
£ Tableau B5

Cyan Magenta

Black



" Classified

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Purchase classified online at
www.cavalierdaily.com

DaiLy RATES

$6.00 for 15 words or less
$0.50 each additional word.

DEADLINES

All advertising is due one
working day before
publication.

All ads must be prepaid.

How To PLACE AN AD

Pay online at
www.cavalierdaily.com

No Refunds for early
cancellations

Payments by credit
card only

UNIVERSITY
NOTICE

HOLIDAY & EVERYDAY
$25.00 RATE Yellow Cab -
Airport Cab (family owned
and operated) serving
the area 24/7 since 1933.
Compare our rates and
remember... with us, 4
can ride for the price of
1, from dorm to airport
$25.00 - 24/7- 295-TAXI
(8294) 434.295.4131 and
visit our website at www.
cvilleyellowcab.com

NERVOUS ABOUT
KENNELING your pet(s)
while you’re away? Call
Erin. Price is only $10 a
day! 434.249.5456

s~ SUMMER =y, ©
| forrent | /T EMPLOYMENTT|
Spacious 2 bedroom |N NORTHERN VA
apartment within walking -Between $1500-2500
distance to the historic in 2-3 weeks!

downtown mall. Central
heat/air.,  W/D hookup
$1,090.00 a month water
& sewer included. Call
434-979-7307

UNIVERSITY
NOTICE

Aromas Cafe Mediter-
ranean Restaurant Con-
gratulations Class of
2012! Aromas Cafe is
now taking reservations
for graduation weekend
May 18-20! Please visit
our website to see our
Graduation menu: www.
aromascafecville.com

Spanish, Basque, or
Spanish/Filipino Egg
Donor Needed We are
a loving couple who seek
the help of a woman who
is attractive, kind, healthy,
with dark brown hair and
brown eyes. If you have a
desire to help, please con-
tact our representative at:
info@aperfectmatch.com
or call 1-800-264-8828
$15,000-$20,000, plus
expenses GA: 03/2012

The iPads are in! We will pick
winners the first week in May.

TAKE SERU!

Look for an email today. (April 19th.)

or have your 7 digit SIS number ready and log in through:
http://www.web.virginia.edu/iaas/SERU/home.shtm

Manage your time wisely

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR SOME NEW EMPLOYEES?
NEED SOMEONE TO BUY YOUR OLD FURNITURE?

PLACE A
CLASSIFIED AD
IN THE CAVALIER
DAILY!

VISIT WWW.CAVALIERDAILY.COM/CLASSIFIEDS
FOR AD RATES AND CONTACT INFORMATION

-Must be 18 years old
-Long hours from
June 17 - July 8th!

For more info and online
application go to

www.tristatefireworks.com

Save
a free

Recycle
this
newspaper

Written by William Shakespeare
Directed by Brantley M. Dunaway

April 19-21, 25-28, 2012 at 8pm

April 29, 2012 at 2pm
Culbreth Theatre

Free tickets available to full-time U.Va. students.
Visit Arts Box Office website to learn more.

WW\

v.artsboxofficevirginia.edu

May 9
May 23

June 13
Count

July20

July 28

July 29

snagajoh.com@

Willie Nelson
The Band Perry

Gang of Outiaws Tour

ZZ Top/ 3 Doors Down/ Gretchen Wilson

’-
.
w5,

and the Neisemakers w/ Leftover Sa

The SIB\IG Mlllel Band
3 info;
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| Facebook.com/JeffersonCommonsUVA
| Facebook.com/WertlandSquareUVA
434.293.5787 | 301 NW 15th Street | Charlottesville, VA 22903
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THE CAVALIER MARCHING BAND AND YOU!

The 2012 UVa Football season is just around the corner. Come visit us at the
4 : . . Student Resource Fair!
Don’t miss out on the excitement! If you love music,
football, and meeting new people, then the CMB 1s for you! Newcomb Hall

South Meeting Room
April 20, 11am- 1pm

The CMB i1s over 300 members strong! If you have any
questions about joining, contact the Cavalier Band Office:

(434)982-5347 or via email bands@virginia.edu
www.virginia.edu/marchingband
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Provided by the
Cavalier Weather Service

Three-Day Weather Forecast

VAG

g

TODAY
High of 70°

TONIGHT
Low of 45°

v “TOMORROW
» 4 High of 80°

MORROW NIGHT
Low of 56°

é * ¢ SATURDAY

" High of 74"

Partly sunny skies with a calm
wind becoming east around 5
mph.

Partly cloudy with a light south
wind around 5 mph.

Mostly sunny skies with a
south wind between 5to 10
mph.

Partly cloudy with a chance of
showers approaching in the
late evening/early morning.

Mostly cloudy with a chance
of showers and a possible
thunderstorm.

Partly sunny skies will end our week as temperatures rise to 70 today and back to the 80s tomorrow. Low pressure then settles in tomorrow
night into Saturday, bringing another chance for showers.

To receive Cavalier Weather Service
forecasts via email, contact
weather@virginia.edu

NEWS

IN BRIEF

Gov. signs 13 energy bills

Gov. Bob McDonnell signed
13 bills this week to promote
statewide energy production,
which he said would help make
Virginia the “Energy Capital of
the East Coast.”

“We have sustained winds off
of the Atlantic coast, bountiful
coalfields in southwestern Vir-
ginia, rich natural gas deposits,
along with some of the top sci-
entistsand research institutions
inthe world,” McDonnell said in
a statement released Tuesday.
“We must work with industry
and stakeholder groups to con-
tinue to aggressively work to
harness these energy resources
to provide affordable and reli-
able energy to our families and
businesses.”

Center for Politics spokes-
person Geoffrey Skelley said

McDonnell, in signing the series
of energy bills, endorsed an
“all of the above” strategy for
energy solutions. Skelley added
this strategy was surprisingly
similar to President Barack
Obama’s.

“[The strategy is] encouraging
investment and production of
every type of energy produc-
tion ... whether [the energy
source] is renewable [or not],”
Skelley said.

Several of the bills work to
increase the use of natural
gas by allowing for additional
infrastructure capacity, accord-
ing to the pressrelease. Another
bill aims to make the Com-
monwealth’s cars more energy
efficient with an Alternative
Vehicle Conversion Fund.

“We will continue to develop

all of Virginia’s energy
resources, even as we encoun-
ter roadblocks from a fed-
eral government that professes
similar goals but has failed
to follow up with actions,”
McDonnell said. “The Depart-
ment of the Interior cancelled
Virginia’s scheduled offshore
lease sale for 2011 ... and it
left private capital that could
be invested in expanding our
domestic energy resources on
the sidelines.”

Skelley said the goals were
relatively non-controversial,
especially when compared to
the state’s contentious budget
negotiations.

“Energy legislation was some-
thing everybody could get
behind,” he said.

—compiled by Abby Meredith

Bond

Continued from page A1

Bond said he intends to have
an active retirement, maintain-
ing his teaching position at
American University in Wash-
ington, D.C. and remaining
NAACP chairman emeritus.

“It has been a very full life,”
Bond said. “I look back on it
with great fondness. I have
no regrets. I don’t plan to look
backwards but forwards.”

To help fund the professor-
ship, a group of alumni and
friends have organized the

Alumni to host benefit gala

Julian Bond Celebration Gala
to take place May 2 at the Plaza
Hotel Ballroom in New York.
In addition to the gala, there
will also be an online auction
through the auction website
Charity Buzz, whose proceeds
will go to the professorship.

Race |U.Va. racial attitudes vary

Continued from page A1l

American Affairs, said he was
not surprised by the findings
because past experiences and
attitudes play a role in cross-
cultural relations for students.

“We have all this baggage
[from the past], but it doesn’t
mean that those sedimentations
will not be reactivated,” he said.
“Even though we are chang-
ing, human beings are slow in
changing.”

Apprey said observers should
expect a slow, progressive atti-
tude change throughout the col-
lege years, potentially coupled
with the occasional return of
repressed memories of poor
interracial experiences.
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Council displays
seven GIFT plans

Committee allocates $20,000 to reduce University’s
energy usage, fund student sustainability projects

By Joseph Liss
Cavalier Daily Associate Editor

Student Council displayed
seven sustainability projects
funded by its Green Initiatives
Funding Tomorrow grant on the
West Range yesterday. The GIFT
Committee allocated $20,000
in March to students for the
purpose of reducing the Univer-
sity’s energy costs and increasing
sustainability, Committee Chair
Jason Truwit said.

Council created the GIFT Com-
mittee in April 2011, after a Feb-
ruary 2010 referendum showed
76 percent of students would
support the creation of a Univer-
sity “green” fund. The Vice Presi-
dent of Student Affairs Office
last spring gave Council $20,000
to explore ways to fund these
projects.

Council awarded $8,700 to
third-year Engineering student
Kyle Smalkowski, whose group
proposed installing an electrical
recharging station in the Central
Grounds parking garage. He said
he first thought of the idea in Feb-
ruary 2011 as a way to address
the issue of “range anxiety,” the
belief an individual should not
purchase an electric car because
he fears the car’s battery may
not last long enough to get him
to and from his destination. The
charging will be free initially, but
may eventually be accompanied
by a fee.

Committee member Story
Hinckley, a first-year College
student, said Council gave a $360-
award to second-year Engineer-
ing student Andrew Heekin and
third-year College student River
Bennett to create a sustainable
composting project at their fra-

ternity, Phi Delta Theta.

“The problem ... is that com-
postable waste constitutes about
one-third of the solid waste
stream in the United States,”
Heekin said.

His project will collect and com-
post waste from the fraternity
house and mix it with rain water
to fertilize a garden.

Heekin said although his frater-
nity brothers liked the idea, no
other fraternities were interested
in a similar program, but added
“maybe we’ll change that.”

Second-year Engineering stu-
dents Matt Hamilton and Greg
Coffin designed energy regenera-
tive bikes to add to the Aquatic
and Fitness Center. Coffin said
the bikes would easily produce
enough energy to power them-
selves and help power the AFC.

Hamilton said the team hoped
to move on to energy regenera-
tive elliptical machines, which
could be as much as 10 times as
efficient in energy production.
The project received about $5,000
in funding.

Hinckley said Council sought
to fund projects which could be
implemented quickly and would
have a meaningful impact on
the University community. Grant
recipients must complete their
projects before the end of the
summer.

Truwit, a fourth-year College
student, said projects must take
place on-Grounds, be cost-effec-
tive and utilize student involve-
ment. The Committee evaluated
15 total proposals for consider-
ation.

Hinckley said Council will
award another $20,000 in grants
for sustainability projects next
year.
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S&P 500
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National Gas Average: $3.899

6.304 Yen=$1

1 Euro = $ 1.3122

1 British Pound = $ 1.6022

DISCOVERY TOUCHES DOWN IN D.C.

Tires on the space shuttle Discovery's carrier jet generate kick up smoke as it touches down during arrival at
Dulles international Airport in northern Virginia. An escort plane is at right. The shuttle’s final destination is
the Smithsonian’s Udvar-Hazy Center located adjacent to the airport.

Bill O'Leary |Washington Post

U.S. condemns
troops’ photos

Los Angeles Times publishes new photographs
showing U.S. soldiers posing with Afghan corpses

By Craig Whitlock
The Washington Post

The U.S. military once again con-
demned the actions of some of its
troops in Afghanistan yesterday
after photographs surfaced of
smiling soldiers posing with dead
insurgents in the latest battlefield
scandal.

The photographs, obtained by
the Los Angeles Times, show
soldiers posing next to Afghan
corpses, including the mangled
body of a suicide bomber hoisted
by his ankles. In another shot,
which the newspaper described
but did not publish, two soldiers
hold up a dead man’s hand,
extending his middle finger.

The 18 photographs were taken
in 2010 in Zabul province by sol-
diers from the 82nd Airborne’s
4th Brigade Combat Team, the

newspaper reported. Although
the pictures were dated, the fresh
disclosure of misconduct extends
a string of recent incidents in
which U.S. troops have disre-
spected the dead, allegedly killed
Afghan civilians and desecrated
the Quran.

U.S. officials, concerned that the
cumulative impact will further
alienate an Afghan public already
weary of foreign military occu-
pation, disavowed the actions
depicted in the photographs and
said they had already launched
investigations.

In Brussels, where NATO minis-
ters were meeting to discuss the
war’s progress, Defense Secretary
Leon Panetta apologized. He said
he “strongly condemned” the sol-
diers’ actions but portrayed them
as immature reactions to battle-
field stress.

U.K. preps for
demonstrations

London summer Olympics draw athletes, tourists,
protesters, provide activist groups public forum

By Tariq Panja and
Chris Spillane
Bloomberg News

LONDON — A hundred days
before the London Olympics,
organizers of sport’s biggest
event are stepping up prepa-
rations and publicity. So are
groups that want to use the
games as a stage for protest.

The 16 days of competition will
draw athletes from more than
200 nations as well as protest-
ers ranging from local residents
to international activists cam-
paigning against sponsors such
as Dow Chemical, Coca-Cola and
BP.

“This is the moment to seize,”
said Colin Toogood, who’s been
raising funds for a campaign
against Dow. “It’s going to start
ramping up.”

London beat Paris, New York
and Moscow to host the games,
which start July 27. The British
government tripled its original
budget to 9.3 billion pounds
($14.8 billion) after failing to
get companies to finance and
develop the main site in east
London. The security budget
doubled to 553 million pounds
last year as a review found that
an original estimate of 10,000
guards was short by nearly
14,000 people.

“People will use the Olympics
as an excuse to very effectively
get their point across,” said Nigel
Currie, director of sports mar-
keting agency brandRapport.
“Any sort of baggage at all where
they could be criticized, some-
thing like this will attract that
sort of unwanted attention. The
Olympics is just so big now.”

Toogood was among more than
40 campaigners at a meeting
held last weekend near London’s
financial district by a group call-

ing itself the Counter Olympics
Network. They were joined by
U.S. opponents of BP, the oil pro-
ducer that paid to be the official
“sustainability” partner.

The Gulf Coast Fund, which
supports victims of natural
disasters and environmental
accidents in the southern U.S,,
criticized the British oil com-
pany’s involvement after a 2010
accident in the Gulf of Mexico
killed 11 workers and pumped
oil into the water for 87 days. A
spokeswoman said the company
doesn’t comment on the actions
of protest groups.

“BP as the sustainability spon-
sor is utterly ridiculous,” Der-
rick Evans, an adviser to the Gulf
Coast Fund, said after traveling
from Mississippi. “It’s a horrible
mistake that you would have
think had been written up by a
satirist to lampoon either BP or
London and the U.K. because it
makes no sense.”

Dow’s 10-year agreement
with the International Olympic
Committee has been targeted
because the Midland, Mich.-
based company bought Union
Carbide.

The purchase came 16 years
after a leak at a Union Carbide
plant in Bhopal, central India,
killed more than 3,800 people,
according to Bhopal.com, a web-
site set up by the company. A
study by Amnesty International,
a human-rights group, showed
7,000 perished within days and
another 15,000 died later from
exposure to methyl isocyanate
gas.

On Monday at Amnesty Inter-
national’s British headquarters,
activists introduced “Greenwash
Gold 2012 Campaign” to find
which of Dow, BP and Rio Tinto
had damaged the environment
the most.

By Julie Hirschfeld Davis
Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — Sen. Jim
Webb, D-Va., saidit’s a “big ques-
tion mark” whether President
Obama will be able to carry his
state again in this year’s elec-
tion because Obama’s handling
of the health-care overhaul
harmed his credibility.

While Virginia’s recent
demographic changes, includ-
ing an influx of immigrants
into the northern part of the
state, should favor Democrats,
Obama’s fate there — and
nationally — will be tied to
how people perceive his lead-
ership, Webb, who’s retiring
after one Senate term, said at a
Bloomberg Breakfast.

“The manner in which the
health-care-reform issue was

put in front of the Congress —
the way that the issue was dealt
with by the White House — cost
Obama a lot of credibility as a
leader,” Webb said. “From that
point forward, Obama’s had a
difficult time selling himself as
a decisive leader.”

Obama may benefit from
the fact that the presump-
tive Republican nominee Mitt
Romney, as governor of Mas-
sachusetts, himself backed a
health-care plan that man-
dated medical insurance cover-
age as the national law does,
Webb said.

“The president, obviously,
has some room to run, because
Romney had his Massachusetts
health-care plan,” he said. “But
in terms of marking leadership
attributes, I think it still hurts”
Obama.

Jim Webb doubts Obama

Senator says president’s health care reform could hurt ability to win Virginia

The president pushed the
health-care law through Con-
gress in 2010 on a party-line
vote with Republicans united
in opposition, and its fate now
rests with the Supreme Court,
whose ruling on its constitu-
tionality will probably come in
June. Romney says he would
repeal the law if he wins the
White House.

Obama won Virginia in 2008,
becoming the first Democratic
presidential nominee to do so
since Lyndon B. Johnson in
1964.

Webb, 66, a former Navy sec-
retary who just returned from
a trip to Asia, also called for an
end to U.S. sanctions on Myan-
mar apart from arms sales, and
said he was working to set a
hearing as early as next week
to begin the process.

FORENSIC ANALYSIS

Manassas.

A lab worker demonstrates fingerprint analysis at a Virginia Department of Forensic Science lab in

Alexandra Garcia | Washington Post

Authorities investigate Secret Service scandal

Agents, prostitutes allegedly consort before international summit, create controversy; officials examine possible compromised information

By Kate Andersen Brower and
Jeff Bliss
Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — An investiga-
tion is under way to determine
whether any classified informa-
tion was compromised when
U.S. Secret Service agents con-
sorted with prostitutes in Colom-
bia before a summit attended by
President Obama, according to
two U.S. officials.

Authorities are checking identi-
ties of the women and whether
they may have been recruited by
a foreign intelligence service or a

group with hostile intentions, said
the officials, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity because the
inquiry is confidential.

Obama retains confidence in
Mark Sullivan, the director of
the Secret Service, White House
press secretary Jay Carney said
Tuesday.

Sullivan “acted swiftly” when
accusations were made that as
many as 11 agents were involved
with prostitutes in the resort city
of Cartagena before Obama’s
arrival for the Summit of the
Americas, Carney told report-
ers in Washington. “The Secret

Service performs admirably” in
protecting the president, Carney
said.

Obama’s agenda at the summit
on the economy, trade and engage-
ment in Latin America, which
concluded Sunday, was overshad-
owed by the reports of miscon-
duct among U.S. personnel.

The allegations, which prompted
the recall of 11 Secret Service
agents to the United States before
the president arrived, also
involved 10 members of the mili-
tary who were in Cartagena as
part of the summit preparations.
The Pentagon is conducting its

Cyan Magenta

own inquiry.

Sullivan has asked the inspec-
tor general of the Department of
Homeland Security, the Secret
Service’s parent agency, to begin
a probe as well, said Sen. Charles
Grassley, R-Iowa. Marty Metelko,
a spokeswoman for the inspector
general’s office, declined to com-
ment.

Investigators haven’t discovered
that any of the women had ties
to any hostile groups or govern-
ments, said House Homeland
Security Committee Chairman
Peter King, R-N.Y., in an interview.
King said he was briefed by the

Black

Secret Service on the probe.

The 11 Secret Service employees
are being investigated for par-
ticipating in the incident with 11
women, King said. Some of the
Secret Service employees have
told investigators the women
were prostitutes while others
have said they were companions
and met at a bar, he said.

Most of the employees are spe-
cial agents and at least two were
uniformed officers, King said. All
were part of an advance team
that specialized in spotting snip-
ers and dealing with explosives,
he said.
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Party planning

A Student Council proposal to invite state lawmakers to a
budget summit has potential, but also room for improvement

Student Council discussed plans Tuesday to host a
summit this summer between students and legisla-
tors to address fiscal issues in higher education.
Legislative Affairs Committee Chair Jonathan Klaren
outlined this event, which is meant to address grow-
ing concerns about state appropriations and rising
tuition. This summit is certainly a noble project, and
we have some suggestions to ensure it is effective.

The first question is who should be invited. Council
contacted Del. Rob Bell, R-Albemarle, early because
of his proximity and helpfulness in previous inter-
actions with committee members, Klaren said. Sen.
Creigh Deeds, D-Charlottesville, is also being consid-
ered, Klaren said. So for those keeping score — that’s
one Republican and one Democrat. That’s appropri-
ate, because we think it is imperative for this summit
to have equal representation from both the two main
parties.

The Legislative Affairs Committee already takes
students to lobby at the state Capitol, and this summit
might do just the opposite. “I'm worried about invit-
ing Republican and Democratic legislators — they’re
going to be having the same arguments that they have
in Richmond,” Klaren said. Though, ideally, students
could learn about these issues without politics tag-
ging along, part of understanding the current diffi-
culties in higher education is seeing how the debates
play out.

Klaren said he has also received emails from Laura
Fornash, state secretary of education for Virginia,
and Peter Blake, director of the State Council of
Higher Education for Virginia, both of whom showed
interest. Including such figures, as well as University
officials, would guarantee not only politicians but all
relevant parties are heard from.

The tallest logistical hurdle for this summit is decid-
ing on a schedule. Though Council is still in the earli-
est phases of planning, it has tossed around the idea
the event should occur during the summer.

This is surprising, as there are no elections for Gen-
eral Assembly in November to occupy legislators’ time
and more University students will be on Grounds in
the fall. The possible involvement of state legislators
with national campaigns and the general availabil-
ity of people during the summer could explain the
schedule preference. But, if anything, having this
discussion closer to the national elections will help
inform students about issues in education which are
relevant to all voters and all candidates aspiring to
Washington.

If Council wants to keep things intimate, holding the
summit in the summer may be ideal. “Maybe a small
group of 50 students, where we can have a town hall
style dialogue could be better for this,” Klaren said. In
addition, if more of the outside participants turn out
to be available in the summer, perhaps that is in fact
the best option.

Nevertheless, we think holding this dialogue in the
fall would hoth give Council more time to prepare
and more students the opportunity to participate.
Moreover, as it has done for events such as Look Hoos
Talking, Council should utilize live streaming technol-
ogy to reach a wider audience. “That’s a great idea,”
Klaren said. “I'm probably going to steal that now.”

With this summit, Council has presented a bold,
ambitious proposal. As state legislators prepare to
leave Richmond, to ensure they come to Charlottes-
ville the Legislative Affairs Committee will need to
make several of these logistical decisions before the
end of its session.

Editorial Cartoon by Peter Simonsen

yesterday.

Military leaders strongly condemned photos
depicting US troops posing with Barney the Dinosaur

Wait, it wasn't
Barney? Wha-

.Oh...

Mark Lawson stulls a 26th hot dog into his mouth, just snough to win

B annual contest held in Beachwood, N1
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Featured online reader comment

“I got rocks thrown at me in Portugal and the only
reason we played that festival was because we wanted to
see The Mars Volta. I get it you’re a big fan of my simple
cookie cutter music but do right by my favorite band in
the whole world and actually review their album like you
have some sense and truly want to be a journalist.”

“Chad Kroeger,” responding to Andrew Shachat's Apr. 12 article,
“The Mars Volta top lousiest martians list”

Concerned?

Write a letter to
the editor today!

opinion@
cavalierdaily.
com

Letters should
not exceed 250

words.
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No surprizes

After giving no award for fiction, the Pulitzer Prize Board should reconsider its selection process

birds — for the pullets.

It’s just a dummy
newspaper publicity award given
by crooks and illiterates.” So
wrote Saul Bellow,
in his novel “Hum-
boldt’s Gift,” which
went on to win the
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. That
was in 1976 — then, in 1977, no
winner was awarded in fiction;
then 25 years of winners until
Monday, when the 20-person
board which chooses among
three finalists decided to give no
prize whatsoever, none, not to
a single novel out of the eligible
341. If it’s any consolation, there
were no losers, either.

There are 21 categories of the
Pulitzer Prize, an expansion of
the original 13 envisioned by
Joseph Pulitzer. It’s with him that
the self-celebration began, as
anyone who creates an award in
his own name gives more credit
to himself than the others who
win it. Begun by a newsman in
the age of yellow journalism, the
Pulitzer has inspired gossip and
hype for nearly a century. “You
become a walking Pulitzer ad,”
Bellow writes, “so even when
you croak the first words of the
obituary are ‘Pulitzer prizewin-
ner passes.”

€¢ T HE PULITZER is for the

AARON EISEN
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

And, here are more column
inches to take up the putzy prize.
Well, “if you hate it so much why
don’t you divorce yourself from
it” — or this is just more fuel
to the flame, they
say. The point is
that the Pulitzer is
picked by a faulty
means of juries and judges, and
everyone deserves a fair trial. It’s
not rigged — that would be too
orchestrated. It’s haphazard and
convoluted and someone should
uncover it, then win the Pulitzer
for Investigative Reporting.

In each category, juries of spe-
cialists pick three finalists after
perusing the field of applicants.
These finalists, known as “nomi-
nees” in the lingo, proceed to a
board of 20 judges. This board is
the Pulitzer Prize Board, and its
members serve terms of three
years, years during which they
run the show of prizes.

Each year, the board has its
options. With a majority vote, it
can choose a winner from the
finalists. With a three-fourths
vote, it can demote a finalist
and pick anew from the pool, or,
with three-fourths, it can move
a finalist laterally from one cat-
egory to another. Such was the
case this year when “Malcolm
X: A Life of Reinvention” moved

from biography to the history
category. The book is supposedly
very good, and also, supposedly,
a biography. Overstepping the
three history finalists, it won
the prize in
that category.
Since no new
finalist was
appointed in
biography, it
came down
to two works:
one on the
anticommu-

“It’s not rigged — that would
be too orchestrated. It’s
haphazard and convoluted
and someone should uncover
it, then win the Pulitzer for
Investigative Reporting.”

the time allotted and hundreds
of applicants to choose from,
this soon becomes a less feasible
option.

Oh, and the board can also
vote that no
award be
given, which
is what it did
for fiction.

How disre-
spectful —
not only to
the authors
— includ-

nist George
Kennan, and another on Marx’s
wife, Jenny. Not since “Forrest
Gump” has there been a Jenny
so out of league with an Ameri-
can — “George F. Kennan: An
American Life” went on to win
the contest.

Some problems in the process
have presented themselves. Not
only does a board of non-special-
ists make the final call, unilater-
ally, for prizes in specialized
categories. But it can also over-
turn the recommendations from
juries, and make last-minute
winners out of finalists out-of-
context, taking people or works
nominated for one category
and awarding them in another.
While it does have the option
of selecting new finalists, given

ing the late
David Foster Wallace, whose post-
humous work was overlooked by
critics just as his others, now
considered classics, were — but
also to the juries which selected
them.

Why this verdict was reached
is unknown, but Ann Patchett in
The New York Times speculates,
“either the board was unable to
reach a consensus, or at the end
of the day the board members
decided that none of the finalists,
and none of the other books that
were not finalists, were worthy
of a Pulitzer Prize.”

What's left of the literary world
has bemoaned this move as
withholding attention from the
authors and books which deserve
it. Some publishers are upset,

because the yearly ceremony
can bring money and attention
to winners. The ambivalence the
rest of us feel about the result
is best captured in an essay by
Wallace. He was writing on the
Oscars, but the point stands, a
standing quote:

“We pretty much all tune in,
despite the grotesquerie of
watching an industry congratu-
late itself on its pretense that
it’s still an art form ... the whole
mainstream celebrity culture
is rushing to cash in and all the
while congratulating itself on
pretending not to cash in. Under-
neath it all, though, we know the
whole thing sucks.”

To close, the Pulitzer Prize
Board should explain its no-
comment on fiction. It should
also look to change its policies
on awarding prizes. The rest of
us, however, should know that
an unclaimed prize is worth,
literally, nothing and a claimed
prize hardly more. Going a year
without a prize we can handle —
only in a year without fiction has
something been robbed of us.

Aaron Eisen is the Executive
Editor of The Cavalier Daily. The
views expressed here are his own.
He can be reached at
a.eisen@cavalierdaily.com.

NE OF my hobbies
O is watching foreign films.

Not necessarily films
which are awarded best film at
the Cannes Film Festival, but
whatever films are
popular in a cer-
tain country. For-
eign movies can
provide insight about other
cultures in an entertaining way
and help break down old stereo-
types. Of course, there are other
ways of achieving the same goal
such as reading books and actu-
ally traveling. But many people
are often hesitant about reading
because they find books about
other cultures uninteresting.
Movies are better at captivating
the audience via a good script
or actors, and while traveling
would be an even better option
than movies, it is also more
expensive.

As a child, I traveled a lot. But
because I was a child, I was
limited in my ability to explore,
so I often watched television.
When I watched movies or tele-
vision in the countries I trav-
eled to, I was limited in terms
of language. I could only watch
shows in whatever language the
channels decided to broadcast

FARTHA KABIR
OPINION COLUMNIST

Found in translation

Foreign films are a useful medium for exploring other cultures

in, which was most often not
my native language, Bengali. So
growing up, watching movies
in other languages was normal
for me. Now, I watch movies
in almost any lan-
guage as long as I
can find English
subtitles for the
film. In the long run, my childish
habit of watching so many films
made me a more open-minded
person.

A while back, I had the oppor-
tunity to watch an Egyptian
comedy called “Zaki Shan.”
The film was about a boy who
is lazy, but who is very good at
talking his way out of difficult
situations. He ends up talking
his way into getting a bodyguard
position, which involves pro-
tecting a beautiful girl. When I
first began watching the film, I
was surprised at how liberal the
film was. For example, the dress
style and lifestyle of the charac-
ters were very Western, which
surprised me. I had this miscon-
ception that all Middle Eastern
countries were fairly conserva-
tive, but that really depends
upon the culture and country.
The level of religious conserva-
tism varies significantly from

country to country in the Middle
East, but I had made the mistake
of clumping all the varied cul-
tures which exist in the Middle
East together. I am glad that the
movie was

nent stereotypes about Turkish
Germans in the country. Simi-
larly, contemporary films from
the Middle East can help break
down stereotypes associated

with Middle

ablte to cor-  “Films are a more effective farségm hC‘éL
rect my mis- . . u wnl
conception. way Of C_'Ommumcatmg came about

This expe-  cultural ideas as they are  because of
rience Hia}de visual representations ? 1{ g 15 a ?ed
me reallze . . . u -
that in the which can brmg images quent wars
West, we to storytelling.” in Afghani-
have so many stan and
of these Iraq.

kinds of misconceptions about
other countries, and films as a
medium can break them down.
When Hollywood films repre-
sent different people of different
ethnicities, such characters are
often presented as the villain or
“other,” or perhaps portrayed
stereotypically. On the contrary,
foreign films are more success-
ful at providing an accurate por-
trayal of the countries in which
they’re made. For example,
scholar Rob Burns in an article
titled, “The Politics of Cultural
Representation: Turkish German
Encounters” argues that German
films such as “Berlin and Berlin”
attempted to break down promi-

Watching foreign films is also
a great way to hone one’s ability
to speak a different language.
For example, if you are study-
ing Arabic, then watching an
Arabic movie is a way to learn
more Arabic words and to prac-
tice what you already know
in an entertaining way which
keeps your attention. Even if the
movie is in a completely unfa-
miliar language, then watching
it is an easy way to pick up some
new words. Of course, learning
a language does not necessarily
equate with being more cultur-
ally aware, but it does introduce
a person to the first aspect of a
country’s culture: its language.

Language shapes and often
identifies a culture. Though I am
not Indian, thanks to watching
Indian films for years, I have
managed to learn not only a
lot of vocabulary, but also sen-
tences in Hindi. These movies
were my introduction to Indian
culture.

As a representation of the
culture of a society, films are
often an interesting alternative
to reading sometimes dull books
about a culture’s history and
social norms. Films are a more
effective way of communicating
cultural ideas as they are visual
representations which can bring
images to storytelling. Yes, the
Discovery Channel or a news
program also offers something
similar, but movies are a more
comprehensive way to get a
point across that feels less like
a lecture. Personally, not only
have foreign films dispeled my
own misconceptions about cer-
tain cultures, but they have also
made me less ignorant about the
world in which I live.

Fariha Kabir’s column appears
Thursdays in The Cavalier Daily.
She can be reached at
f-kabir@cavalierdaily.com.
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Chris Jacob | Cavalier Daily

Junior midfielder Chris LaPierre, along with senior attacker Steele Stanwick and senior midfielder Colin Briggs, were
named to the All-ACC team yesterday. LaPierre leads the Cavaliers and ranks second in the nation with 50 ground balls.

MEN’'S LACROSSE

Cavaliers host
ACC Tourney

Starsia looks to bounce back from disappointing
Duke loss with win against North Carolina today

By Benjamin Ashwell
Cavalier Daily Staff Writer

This year’s Virginia men’s
lacrosse team has little experi-
ence with losing. But when the
No. 4 Cavaliers host No. 9 North
Carolina in the semifinal round
of the ACC Tournament tomor-
row, they must rebound from a
tough Senior Night loss to Duke.

Last Friday, the Blue Devils
(11-3, 2-1 ACC) came to Charlot-
tesville and spoiled Virginia’s
(10-2, 2-1 ACC) near-perfect reg-
ular season. Duke took the lead
early and never relinquished
it, finishing with a 13-5 victory.
With the win, the Blue Devils
stole the ACC Tournament’s top
seed from Virginia, who had pre-
viously posted two impressive
conference road wins against
Maryland (7-3, 1-2 ACC) and
North Carolina (9-4, 1-2 ACC).

“It is what it is, we came to
Virginia to play tough games

against John Hopkins, North
Carolina, Maryland and it takes
its toll,” senior goalie Rob Fortu-
nato said. “We just have to pick
ourselves up from this and keep
getting better.”

Virginianow plays No. 3-seeded
North Carolina to start the ACC
Tournament, looking to stave off
rare back-to-back losses before
entering the NCAA Tournament.
The matchup is familiar for
Virginia, as it marks the second
meeting between the teams in
less than two weeks. It is, how-
ever, the first time the two teams
will play multiple games in a
season since 2004.

North Carolina entered the two
teams’ regular season matchup
after unseating then-No. 1 John
Hopkins, but the Cavaliers pre-
vented the Tar Heels from pull-
ing another upset and claimed
a 15-10 win. Senior attackman

Please see M Lacrosse, Page B4

MEN'’S TENNIS

Virginia eyes
conference title

Group plays winner of Maryland, Georgia Tech
tomorrow, seeks sixth-consecutive championship

By Zack Bartee
Cavalier Daily Associate Editor

After finishing the regular
season undefeated in ACC play
and earning the conference’s top
seed, the No. 2 Virginia men’s
tennis team will seek its sixth-
straight ACC Championship.

The Cavaliers (21-1, 11-0 ACC)
have won seven of the last eight
ACC Championships, with their
only blemish coming in a 4-3 loss
against Duke in the 2006 cham-
pionship match. That defeat also
marked the last time Virginia
dropped a conference match,
and the team now boasts an
incredible 89-match ACC win-
ning streak. This year’s players,

however, are not satisfied by
past achievements.

“The players do an outstanding
job of putting last year’s success
behind them,” Virginia coach
Brian Boland said. “We have so
much that we want to accom-
plish and each year the regular
season is an opportunity to pre-
pare for the postseason. This is
really what they wait for so I
don’t think it’s very difficult to
keep them motivated for some-
thing they’ve worked so hard all
year to prepare for.”

Boland’s squad certainly looked
motivated as they ran past No. 69
Miami (8-12, 1-10 ACC) Sunday on

Please see M Tennis, Page B4

Courtesy Virginia Athletics

Senior Steven Rooda has paired with sophomore Justin Shane and helped Virginia win its last seven doubles points.

WOMEN'S LACROSSE

Team braces for
Boston College

Seniors embrace last chance for first ACC crown,
beginning with today’s rematch against Eagles

Chris Jacobs | Cavalier Daily

Senior Josie Owens comes to her final ACC postseason leading Virginia
with 68 points — almost double the team’s next highest total of 35.

By Chanhong Luu
Cavalier Daily Staff Writer

The spring sports’ postseason
hits full swing today as the Vir-
ginia women’s lacrosse team
battles its conference’s top teams
in the ACC Tournament.

The Cavaliers (10-5, 2-3 ACC) are
the tournament’s No. 4 seed and
will first face No. 5 seed Boston
College (8-7, 1-4 ACC) in the ACC
quarterfinals.

“Boston College is one of the
best teams we faced all year
despite their record,” coach Julie

Myers said. “They’re great at the
draw control, so I think [prepar-
ing for] BCis going to ... bode well
for every other game that would
come our way.”

When the Cavaliers met Boston
College during the regular season,
they trailed the Eagles 5-1 midway
through the first half. Virginia
relied on a five-goal run in the
second half to snag the lead, and
ultimately edged Boston College
12-10. Although Virginia captured
that game, the Eagles could have

Please see W Lacrosse, Page B4

WOMEN'S TENNIS

Squad enters postseason

Players face No. 12-seed Wake Forest for conference tournament’s first round

By Michael Eilbacher
Cavalier Daily Associate Editor

After concluding an up-and-
down regular season, the No. 15
Virginia women’s tennis team
heads to North Carolina this
week for one of its toughest tests
yet — the ACC Tournament.

After starting the season 12-2,
the Cavaliers have dropped
four of their last eight matches
and have been hampered by
injuries. The team believes it
can still make a deep run in the
tournament, however, starting
with a win today against No.
12-seeded Wake Forest.

Last weekend, the Cavaliers
(16-6, 7-4 ACC) finished their
regular season with a split in
Florida, falling to Miami 6-1
Friday, before a comeback
4-3 win against Florida State
Sunday. After Friday’s loss, the
team had a long meeting before
the season finale, and coach
Mark Guilbeau credits that talk
with the team’s turnaround
Sunday.

“I know this is a team that

really does want to do great
things, but just like anyone
else, we might not always know
how,” Guilbeau said. “We work
as hard on the court as any
team in the country. What we’re
maybe not putting in the time
into is mentally and emotion-
ally thinking about what it takes
to do this.”

The team’s new mentality
carried into Sunday, as players
fought back from deficits in
singles to take a hard fought
win against Florida State. Both
junior Hana Tomljanovic and
sophomore Caryssa Peretz ral-
lied from one set down to steal
the victory.

“We were trying to be as pos-
itive and to bring as much
energy as we possibly could,”
Tomljanovic said. “I think every
person that played against FSU
gave 100 percent and played
very hard.”

Virginia now turns its atten-
tion to the ACC Tournament,
where it will look to redeem
last year’s early exit. The No.5-
seeded Cavaliers face the No.

12-seeded Wake Forest (3-17,
0-11 ACC) in the first round, a
team they have already seen —
and beaten — this year

The Cavaliers handed the
Demon Deacons a 6-1 loss
three weeks ago in Winston-
Salem and will be looking to
repeat that success today. No.
69 senior Kayla Duncan leads
Wake Forest in the first singles
slot, and is 9-9 at that position
despite losing her most recent
four matches. She will square
off against either No. 21 senior
Emily Fraser or No. 38 senior
Lindsey Hardenbergh, who
have been alternating at the
first position in recent weeks.
The team also expects to have
No. 99 sophomore Li Xi back at
full strength in singles for the
first time in three weeks.

“That’s definitely a good first
round,” Tomljanovic said.
“Having played them, I think
hopefully it can be the same
this time.”

Please see W Tennis, Page B4
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M Lacrosse

Continued from page B1

Steele Stanwick posted three
goals and four assists during
that contest, and senior attack-
man Chris Bocklet added three
scores.

“I thought [North Carolina]
did us a favor by how well they
played against [John] Hopkins, it
really got our guys’ attentions,”
coach Dom Starsia said. “You
can’t help but be impressed by
them; this is going to require our
best efforts.”

The Cavaliers have dominated
the Tar Heels recently in the
series, winning the previous
eight matchups, dating back to
2004. To seriously contend with
the Cavaliers, the Tar Heels will
look for big games from fresh-
man attackman Jimmy Bitter
and junior attackman Marcus
Holman, two of the team’s top
offensive producers. Bitter and
Holman each had two goals and
an assist against the Cavaliers,
and Bitter has notched 21 goals
and 11 assists this season while

Holman has contributed 23 goals
and 26 assists.

Although the Cavaliers pre-
vailed in the team’s first meet-
ing, they still have reason to
be cautious when dealing with
a talented Tar Heels squad.
The first game ended in a five-
goal blowout, but the box score
reveals a closer matchup —
North Carolina had advantages
in shots, face-offs, clears and
saves.

The Cavaliers will look to their
own standout trio of seniors —

Stanwick, Bocklet, and redshirt
senior midfielder Colin Briggs
— to continue their outstanding
seasons. This year, Stanwick has
posted 18 goals and 39 assists,
Bocklet has tallied 29 goals and
8 assists and Briggs has 16 goals
and 14 assists.

Stanwick and Briggs, along
with junior midfielder Chris
LaPierre, were named to the All-
ACC team yesterday. LaPierre,
largely a defensive midfielder,
ranks second in the nation with
50 ground balls and represents

Attackers Holman, Bitter pace North Carolina

another key to advancing past
the Tar Heels — defense. The
Cavaliers struggled with ground
balls against Duke, but the team
will look to erase losing’s bitter
taste with a win tomorrow.

“North Carolina is a great team,
we’re going to have to have a
great effort out there,” Bocklet
said. “We have to start playing
our best game every time if we
want to keep playing.”

The first face-off is set for 7:30
p-m. tomorrow at Kléckner Sta-
dium.

M Tennis |

Continued from page B1

Senior Day to finish undefeated
in the conference. The Cavaliers
took a 6-1 victory, sweeping
the Hurricanes in doubles and
then winning five-of-six singles
matches, all in straight sets.

After the match, senior co-cap-
tain Drew Courtney reiterated
Boland’s sentiment this team has
even higger goals for the post-
season.

“[Senior Day] means a lot and
it’s a culmination of a lot of
things, but I think at the same
time it’s a fresh start,” Courtney
said. “Going undefeated in the
ACC is huge for us, and we have
some big things coming up. We’re
peaking at the right time.”

As the top seed, the Cavaliers
earned a first-round bye, along
with No. 18 North Carolina (12-6,
9-2 ACC), No. 8 Duke (20-4, 9-2
ACC), and No. 41 Virginia Tech
(11-10, 7-4 ACC), who are the
second, third and fourth seeds,
respectively.

Boland believes doubles ready to beat Duke

The pressure of entering this
weekend as the five-time defend-
ing champion and top seed might
unnerve other programs, but
Boland believes his players can
use the pressure to their advan-
tage.

“If there is [pressure] I certainly
don’t think that’s a negative
thing,” Boland said. “I've always
looked at our team having pres-
sure to be a positive as long as
we can embrace it and manage
it well. So I have no concerns
over the pressure that they feel
... and I certainly don’t feel any
extra pressure from a coaching
standpoint.”

All of Boland’s players have
previously competed in the ACC
Championship, except No. 1
freshman Mitchell Frank. Frank
has been a force on the third
singles court all year, and while
most freshmen would be ner-
vous making their postseason
debut, Boland was unconcerned
about Frank.

“The kid will be fine,” Boland

said. “He’s managed to handle
the pressure quite well through-
out the entire regular season,
despite being ranked No. 1 in the
country coming out of the fall,
so I think that speaks a lot about
how he can embrace the pres-
sure. I have absolutely no con-
cern at all, he has a great head
on his shoulders and I know he’s
excited to play.”

Frank has also recently paired
with sophomore Alex Domijan
at doubles, generally on the
third court. The pair is partially
responsible for the recent upturn
in Virginia’s doubles perfor-
mance and has won its last three
matches together, recording
wins against No. 32 Florida State
(16-8, 7-5 ACC), No. 66 Clemson
(9-13, 5-6 ACC) and Miami.

The team’s rapid improvement
in doubles also stems from the
newfound dominance of the No.
18 team in the country, Courtney
and junior Jarmere Jenkins, as
well as the emergence of senior
Steven Rooda and sophomore

Justin Shane on the second court.
The Cavaliers have won their last
seven doubles points and have
not dropped a doubles point
since their 4-3 win against Duke
in late March.

“We had some great help come
in with [former Cavalier] Treat
Huey and Eric Butorac,” Court-
ney said. “They gave us a game
plan and they gave each team
an identity. I think Jarmere and
I improved a lot, and Steven
Rooda and Justin Shane could
be the best team in the country.
I think our doubles success is
a tribute to our hard work and
also a lot more thought is going
into it.”

Boland consequently did not
hesitate when asked if he thought
his squad was finally ready to
take on the Duke doubles teams
again.

“No question,” he said. “We
competed extremely well with
Duke last time and our doubles
have certainly improved since
then. But we’re not concerned

with Duke, our focus is on Friday
and we’ll take it from then. That’s
another positive aspect of this
team, they do a great job focus-
ing on taking care of first things
first.”

The Cavaliers will take the
court tomorrow in Cary, N.C. at 9
a.m., facing the winner of today’s
match between No. 59 Mary-
land (7-14, 4-7 ACC) and No. 63
Georgia Tech (9-12, 4-7 ACC). The
Cavaliers defeated both teams
this season by 6-1 margins and,
with a win tomorrow, would
most likely face Virginia Tech or
Florida State Saturday morning.

Boland, for one, likes the team’s
chances.

“This team has such an incred-
ible amount of discipline and
focus that I'm just excited to see
how they deal with [the] adver-
sity of postseason play,” Boland
said. “Our leadership’s been
absolutely the best it could it be
and I'm so excited about getting
things started because I know
the team’s ready.”

W Lacrosse

Continued from page B1

easily reversed the result, as they
had advantages in shots, ground
balls and draw controls.

“It’s such a competitive confer-
ence from top to bottom, there
are clearly no easy games and
no easy matchups or prepara-
tions,” Myers said. “Clearly, they
have some great attackers, some
really stingy defenders, and
again, they’re great at the draw
control.”

During the first matchup, Boston
College freshman attacker Covie
Stanwick — sister of Virginia

men’s lacrosse standout Steele
Stanwick — had one goal and
one assist, and redshirt senior
midfielder Kristin Igoe scored
three goals for the Eagles. Igoe,
Boston College’s captain, leads
her team in goals and points
this season and has been named
to the All-ACC team for three
straight years.

“Covie Stanwick is really good at
rolling the crease and her assists
are really good, too,” freshman
defender Daniela Eppler said.
“[Freshman midfielder Mikaela
Rix] is really good at taking one-
[versus]-ones, and I know Igoe is

really good at getting the draw.
So, I think we will be covering
them more tightly this time.”

For Virginia, Eppler will be
competing in her very first post-
season, and senior attacker Josie
Owen will be competing in her
last. Owen would like to cap her
last ACC tournament with her
first ever ACC title.

“I think it’s really important,”
Owen said. “The three years
before I came here, the team had
won it three years in a row, and
I've never won one. So, it’s really
huge, and I know of all years, this
team is really capable of doing

it.”

For a chance at that title, the
Cavaliers must first beat Boston
College today and then topple
the tournament’s No. 1 seed,
North Carolina (13-2, 5-0 ACC),
Saturday.

In their regular season meeting
against the Tar Heels, the Cava-
liers lost 14-9 despite starting the
game with three straight goals.
Virginia held advantages in shots
and ground balls, but the Tar
Heels remained cool and domi-
nated the rest of the game. Senior
attacker Becky Lynch and sopho-
more attacker Abbey Friend both

Owens describes opponents as ‘very beatable’

scored four goals, pacing the Tar
Heels in that tilt.

Owen knows the path to the
ACC Championship game will be
tough, but still believes claim-
ing her first conference title is a
doable task.

“I definitely think that both
[Boston College and UNC] are
very beatable,” Owen said. “We
played them close. I think there
is a lot of regret in the UNC game
because we were up by two or
three, which is pretty big against
UNC, so having the chance to play
them again would be great, but
we can’t look past BC either.”

W Tennis | Win would bring potential No. 22 Clemson rematch

Continued from page B1

If the Cavaliers can once again
down Wake Forest, they have

a coveted chance for revenge
against No. 22 Clemson, who
handed the Cavaliers a tough 6-1
defeat on Senior Day just two

weeks ago.

“Obviously you have to take it
one match at a time,” Guilbeau
said. “I do feel good that we can

do some good things there and
get through that match. I've
told the team that we don’t look
ahead too much, but we’re cer-

tainly planning on doing more,
and we’re excited on the way the
tournament looks if we can get
through that first match well.”

Get more sleep.
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When I spoke with Sammy Adams on the
phone a couple weeks ago, it took most of
my willpower to refrain from asking him if
he really hates college, as his breakthrough
single suggests. A graduate of Trinity Col-
lege in Hartford, Connecticut, Adams seems
to get most of his musical inspiration from
his own college days. And perhaps no one in
the current music scene is better at spinning
typical undergrad experiences — at least
those of the “extracurricular” variety — into
creative, compelling hip hop.

Not surprisingly, the rising star’s fanbase
is largely made up of college students and
other young adults drawn in by his melodic
rap stylings and carefree attitude. His hit “I
Hate College” — a remix of Asher Roth’s frat
anthem “I Love College” — was an instant
YouTube sensation.

“I was really surprised [by the success of
the song],” Adams said. “I didn’t expect it
to be as big as it was. One of my buddies
was super into it, and he released it to a
bunch of people at [Trinity College.] It got a
big response at school, so we put it on You-
Tube.”

The Cavalier Daily

Sammy Adams stands at top of
hop class

by caroline gecker

The track, recorded on his laptop, was the
first time most people had heard of Adams,
but it certainly was not his first foray into the
rap scene. According to Adams, rap was very
much a part of life growing up in his home-
town of Cambridge, Massachusetts.

“It’s a part of the culture there,” he said.
“It’s very reggae and hip-hop oriented.
Everyone was a rapper, just like everyone
played basketball ... It was just sort of an
upbringing thing.”

With “I Hate College” blowing up on the
Internet at the beginning of 2010, Adams
was poised to turn his longtime hobby into
a career; and he wasted no time in doing so.
Picked up by 1st Round Records, he released
his first EP in March of that year. Despite
having virtually no official publicity before
its release, Boston’s Boy shot to the top of the
iTunes hip-hop albums chart, shocking the
music industry — and Adams himself.

“We had a bigger fan base at that point, but
it was still pretty small,” he said. “We didn’t
expect [Boston’s Boy] to do as well as it did
... And after the first couple of weeks, it was
still selling a lot of copies ... It was definitely

Courtesy Sony

overwhelming.”

Since then, things have only gotten crazier
for the 24-year-old: He released two mix-
tapes, performed at Lollapalooza — “Festi-
vals are definitely the most fun shows,” he
said — and has teamed up with Sony/RCA,
which will release his first full-length album
later this year.

“I'm super busy with recording,” he said.
“I've toured pretty heavy for the past year,
and we’re always working. Especially when
you're working on an album, it’s never really
done until you hand it in.”

Despite his considerable success, Adams is
far from complacent about his accomplish-
ments. When asked what his career goals
are, he gave a laundry list of ambitions.

“Tour the world, win Grammys and be
super happy my entire life,” he said. “Those
are obviously really lofty goals, but you have
to dream big to live big.”

If the last two years are any indication,
Adams will be living large for years to come.

Tonight’s concert at the Jefferson Theater
has been postponed — log on to jeffersonthe-
ater.com for more updates.

Just when it seemed like HBO
was done one-upping everyone
else, the network again waved
its magic Emmy-winning wand
— whose magic I have begun
to suspect actually stems from
unending resources (I'm onto
you, HBO) — and this time, out
popped Girls.

This dark and witty show cre-
ated, written by and starring
Lena Dunham, follows the lives of
four recently graduated women
attempting to “find themselves”
amidst the roar of the Big Apple.
The characters are nothing like
anything we’ve seen hefore on
television, but are everything
like what we’ve seen in real life.
With visually or abdominally-
stimulating shows such as Game
of Thrones and Eastbound and
Down maturing like a Bordeaux
Claret, it’s about time the network
produced a show that’s mediocre
in the most overachieving sense.
Girls provides viewers with more
examples of purposeful artistic
mediocrity than is fathomable.

The pilot opens with main
character Hannah (played by
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by monika fallon

Dunham) at a dinner with a
mother who no longer wants
to be responsible for her finan-
cially, and a father who can’t
bear the sight of his daughter
unhappy. Hannah, whose only
job is an unpaid writing intern-
ship, quickly crumbles under the
pressure of having her funding
permanently frozen and spends
the episode doing things which
are bad for her, both emotionally
and physically.

Her best friend and roommate
Marnie (Allison Williams) seems
to be financially stable, but is
distracted by her attempts to
hide from her boyfriend, whose
smothering love has recently
begun to feel like “a weird uncle
just putting his hand on my knee
at Thanksgiving.”

At first glance, a summary of
this show might look a lot like the
plot of “2 Broke Girls,” but this
is no Witney Cummings sitcom.
These girls aren’t the usual
“Rent”-inspired anorexic, artistic,
NYC hipsters whom we are used
to seeing on shows about poor
twenty-somethings.

[Vv

James Franco and
Katy Perry release their
own ‘Call Me Maybe’
video. Who knew we had
built up such good karmal

the perfect combo
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They’re not even really that des-
titute, but it’s their utterly uncom-
fortable normalcy which makes
them so appealing. Hannah has
this self-awareness which is
almost painful to watch; most of
it manifests through body-image
problems, such as calling herself
a “fat baby angel” next to her
“Victoria’s Secret angel” room-
mate. Similarly, she tells her
parents she thinks she may be the
voice of her generation, imme-
diately degrading it to “at least a
voice of a generation.”

Hannah may be busy trying to
“be who she is,” but like many
a college graduate, she seems to
have no concrete clue what that
could possibly be.

The cliché social problems don’t
seem so bad when they are held
together with such simply self-
aware dialogue. Hannah masoch-
istically seeks out the company
of Adam (Adam Driver). Adam’s
snide remarks, amazing talent
of finding and pointing out Han-
nah’s insecurities, and cavalier
attitude toward sex are enough
to make any girl swoon — and

Netflix announces it will release
all 10 new Arrested Develop-
ment episodes at once — we

just blue ourselves.
could have phrased that bette

the beat for the week
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Coachella with Dr. Dre and
Snoop Dogg, proving that

even light refractions of a
deceased rapper are more
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provide a convenient foil for
Marnie’s suffocating lovebird,
Charlie.

The list of destructive personali-
ties grows when Hannah’s terri-
fyingly bohemian English friend,
Jessa (Jemima Kirke), drops out
of the sky and starts to stir things
up, urging Hannah to follow in
the footsteps of great artists such
as Flaubert, Picasso, Mick Jagger
and Jessa’s stepbrother.

The shining characteristic of
this show is its ability to bring
something to the table which
none of us have seen for a while:
mutability. T can’t tell whether
this show is applauding its char-
acters or making fun of them,
and I'm totally okay with it.

The whole 30 minutes feels like
a prophetic dream which will
come true the second I throw my
cap in the air, and as hard as it is
to watch Dunham’s character fall
to pieces, I realize that it’s more
a warning of our not-so-far-off
future than anything else. It’s
dark, it’s real, it’s nightmare fuel,
and I've already recommended it
to anyone who will listen. &%
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‘Cabin’ cranks up

creepy, clever fun

after slow start

Scare-a-minute slasher recovers
ably from aimless opening act

by ben willis

We all know the story and its
stock characters. There’s at least
five of them: the jock, the nice-guy,
the comic relief, the promiscuous
one and, of course, the virgin.
This is the setup for almost every
slasher movie to ever grace the
silver screen.

But what if there could be more
to this seemingly overused for-
mula? The Cabin in the Woods is an
uneven but clever, and ultimately
rewarding, horror film which
takes all the clichés of the genre
and turns them on their heads.

The joy of this movie stems from
its element of surprise, so I won’t
give away too much of the plot. It
starts as your basic slasher film,
with five college kids deciding to
go to a small cabin in the woods for
a weekend getaway. Once there,
they find a cellar full of creepy
items, such as an old diary and a
dirty music box. They of course
make the mistake of reading part
of the diary, and the monsters
summoned by this reading quickly
begin racking up a body count.

But not all is as it seems. We, and
the remaining characters, begin
to realize there’s a seemingly
omniscient “eye-in-the-sky” type
being, controlling all these events.
The gradual revelation of what is
really going on is weird and won-
derful, but you’ll have to watch the

Although it finishes strong,
The Cabin in the Woods has an
unbalanced and shaky first half.
The movie introduces its powerful
meta-elements early, but there’s
an unnecessary number of scenes
which evoke clichéd slasher
films.

The film relies too heavily
on jump scares and bland
dialogue to get the movie
where it’s going. I felt director
Drew Goddard was on auto-
pilot, and though many critics
have said the film is very scary
and funny, I found much of the
first half to be neither.

I also found the cast of college
kids to be sadly lacking in depth.
Even Chris Hemsworth — who,
since this movie was filmed in
2009, went on to play the starring
role in Thor — was bland and
uninteresting.

Anotable standout is Fran Kranz.
He is relatively unknown in Holly-
wood, but his portrayal of a pot-
smoking slacker is spot-on and
often quite funny.

Fortunately, the movie really
shines in the second half, where
it effectively skewers the clichés
it evoked earlier. Many of the
characters are smarter than the
average slasher fodder but are
manipulated into making stupid
decisions.

The stereotypically dumb blonde
(Anna Hutchinson) is actually a

acting stupid until
after she has dyed
her hair. Hems-
worth’s jock character
is surprisingly practical and
level-headed, but as the film
goes on he becomes much
too brave, which ultimately
leads to his downfall.

And then there is the final act.
I have never seen a more wonder-
fully disturbing and horrifically
violent end sequence to a movie
than this one. It’s surprising, it’s
unnerving, and it’s a perfect end
which you will never see coming.
So even though it’s slow to get
going, The Cabin in the Woods will
reward your patience with some
clever humor, meta-level surprises
and a finale which even on its own
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movie to find out.

by catherine jessee

The jobless thirty-something who lives in the
basement of his parents’ house has always been
a go-to stereotype for quick comic relief and easy
jokes in the movie world, but the Duplass Brothers’
Jeff, Who Lives at Home is one of the first major
films — after 2006s Failure to Launch — to supply
the character with a film of his own.

The movie opens with Jeff (Jason Segal) musing
about destiny into an old tape recorder. The camera
zooms out, the frame expands and Jeff turns out to
be sitting leisurely on the toilet.

It was easy to roll my eyes at this first scene,
expecting yet another delightful comedy in the
vein of Judd Apatow, with more oh-so-endearing
masculine jokes and a predictable moral arc. But
this movie defies that mold and proves itself to be
understated, emotionally taxing and surprisingly
serious.

What begins as a normal day for Jeff takes a turn
when his mother insists he get out of the house to
pick up wood glue for her — a kind of symbolic
errand she thinks will instill a sense of purpose in
him.

Jeff, who is both fixated on the plot of the movie
Signs and preoccupied with following signs on
his own, somehow manages to distract himself
from the simple task at hand. He stumbles upon
his brother Pat (Ed Helms), who has recently pur-
chased a Porsche to the dismay of his wife Linda.
From there, the two brothers embark on a journey
of their own.

Jeff, the film’s hero, is always in the right place at
the right time, and though he credits “fate” or “des-
tiny” for this quality, I see it as simply the result of
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script enliven
daring, dark
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having nowhere else to be at the time.

Nevertheless, Jeff, unsullied by the hardships of
married life, work and being a “grown-up,” con-
sistently delivers thoughtful tokens of advice to his
brother. Lackadaisical Jeff triumphs, reuniting his
family in just one day, suggesting the screenwriters
believe we should seek success in the unplanned.

In terms of the film’s tone, things are a bit more
complicated. Although both Segal and Helms give
convincing and occasionally funny performances,
a strange sense of sadness pervades the movie,
making me painfully aware of how unhappy these
characters are. Jeff’s brother desperately wants to
recapture his wife’s love, and his mother longs to
feel “kiss-in-the-waterfall” love again, years after
her husband’s death. Even Jeff, who strives to
achieve the broader and more obscure goal of find-
ing his “destiny,” seems lost and forlorn at the start
of the film.

Until Jeff steps out of the house and wanders
around, their lives seem stagnant, bland and even
regressive, lending an unexpected emotional depth
to the film.

Unfortunately, the movie’s surprising depth and
poignancy cannot completely hide a few missteps
and shortcomings. The film’s greatest weakness is
its musical score. It would have benefited from an
original soundtrack, or at least a better composer,
to reinforce some quirky comedic sequences and
deeper dramatic moments.

And without the director using deliberately shaky
camera shots to signify moments of character
development, any deeper meaning would have
been much less obvious to the audience. All of
which left me wondering;: Is Jeff just a silly guy who
happens to get it right, or is he really wiser than
anyone else? t%
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is worth the ticket price. ™8

by emily benedict

I have never spent a lot of time listening to Lionel Richie’s
music. That’s not to say I dislike it, but “Brick House” — his 1977
hit with The Commodores — is just not a song I would add to my
daily wake-up or work-out playlists. I have always associated
Richie with smooth and soulful R&B, so I was shocked to hear he
was teaming up with today’s most popular country artists to re-
release some of his greatest hits on his latest album, Tuskegee.

I immediately wanted to learn more about Richie’s ambitious
project, as country is not often associated with ‘70s soul and R&B.
Separately, I enjoy both country and R&B, but I could not imag-
ine how a combination of the two would sound. Although both
genres regularly sing about love and its woes, that seems to be
about as far as the commonalities go. When I started to listen to
the album, I was more than ready to completely hate it.

That said, Tuskegee can be explained simply as an anomaly.
How could something which seems so wrong be so right? I guess
it goes to show well-written songs can transcend any genre. The
songs’ transition to country is eased with the voices of stars such
as Kenny Chesney, Rascal Flatts and Billy Currington. Even the
artist formerly known as Hootie — now Darius Rucker — makes
an appearance.

Tracks such as “Endless Love,” featuring Shania Twain, easily
live up to the original and possibly even surpass it. Needless to
say, Twain had some pretty big shoes to fill. Diana Ross’ famous
powerhouse voice must be intimidating to any singer. But
Twain’s twang provides a more than satisfactory substitute.

I cannot decide, however, if the sweet song’s accompanying
music video is a valuable addition or a throwaway joke. Richie
sits in a house of white while Twain frolics about on a horse and
sits on a dock by the ocean. The clichéd hilarity of the video may
undermine the validity and impact of the song, but it’s sure to
provide an entertaining four minutes.

One tune which did not live up to my newly raised expectations
was “Lady,” featuring Kenny Rogers, a song originally written
by Richie for Kenny. I do not know why I expected to like it, as I
have never liked the original: It is obnoxiously soulful, and that
was not remedied in this re-release. After listening to the track, I
quickly put on The Commodores’ own version of “Lady” to “bring
me up when [ was down.”

Even if the tracks aren’t to your taste, it would be difficult to
argue they aren’t a surprisingly successful transition to the coun-
try genre. Just listening to the originals in comparison with their
newly twanged-out versions is an enjoyable experience, even for
those who aren’t fans of either type of music. Richie has created
an unexpected and pleasurable success with Tuskegee which will
satisfy country and R&B listeners alike. &
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‘My Strange
Addiction’ presents
serious problem

~

Courtesy Dim'Mak(Records

Renowned DJ gives high energy show 4—)
to eager fans at John Paul Jones

by andrew shachat

Steve Aoki is no lightweight
in the electronic dance music
scene: He founded his own label,
Dim Mak Records, which has
signed an impressive number of
popular DJs in the last few years;
he frequently produces songs,
garnering recognition for his
catchy remixes of popular tracks
such as Kid Cudi’s “Pursuit of
Happiness”; and, most impor-
tantly, Aoki is an undeniably
successful electro house D] who
knows how to rock a beat.

Aoki’s performance last Sunday
at the John Paul Jones Arena,
presented by the University Pro-
grams Council, was very much
on par with what you would
expect from any house concert
by a popular DJ.

Arriving on stage promptly at
8:30 p.m., Aoki did his best to
rile up the crowd, which was
originally lackluster. I honestly
don’t know what the students
who bought tickets for stadium
seats — as opposed to general
admission floor access — did
during the concert, because
all the action took place on the

Although the floor of the arena
was not completely filled, those
closest to the stage did their
best to create the boisterous
atmosphere we expect of a live
concert with lots of shoving and
jumping, as fans collided with
each other. Aoki’s decision at one
point in the night to command
the crowd to split into two sides,
form a wall, then collide into
each other for “the biggest mosh
pit ever” surely didn’t help.

To further heighten the mood
of the concert, Aoki depended on
alarger number of gimmicks. On
multiple occasions, Aoki shook
up champagne bottles, taunted
the various sides of the crowd
to see who wanted to be sprayed
most, then popped the cork and
sprayed it everywhere. As fun
as this might seem, champagne
really doesn’t travel as far as you
might think.

Aoki one-upped this endeavor
by pulling out buckets of ice
water and dumping it on the
crowd, which seemed justified
when you consider that by 9:30
on a Sunday night most U.Va.
students are too tired to keep
jumping up and down frantically
like over-eager whack-a-mole
moles.

To compliment the liquids,
Aoki whipped out a newer nov-
elty device for pumping up
concert-goers — the sheet cake.
Twice, Steve Aoki threw sheet
cakes straight into the audience.
And topping even this, Aoki
threw an inflatable pool raft
into the crowd, upon which two
lucky fans rode above the waves
of hyperactive electro fans.

Aoki played all of his stan-
dards, which did not disappoint.
“No Beef,” “Pursuit of Happi-
ness,” “Turbulence,” “I'm in the
House,” “Emergency,” “WARP”
and “Gifted” all made appear-
ances, for which the crowd was
grateful. His latest song, “Cudi
the Kid,” off his new album
Wonderland, was a particular
hit among those in attendance.

Overall, the show was every-
thing you would expect from
an electro house concert. Lots
of fun if you’re in the right state
of mind, but lots of noise if elec-
tronic music doesn’t particu-
larly move your body. Though
the concert didn’t really offer
anything particularly special,
Aoki was a solid choice to bring
to JPJ, and electro fans in the
area were undoubtedly pleased.

by katie cole

Many rave at the indecency of shows such as Toddlers
in Tiaras, The Desperate Housewives of whereversville
and The Bachelor, but few look at TLC’s newest reality
television show My Strange Addiction. Although a cer-
tain group of people have a problem with some of the
addicts’ gross antics, I personally gawk at the audacity
these producers have to make a reality television show
about addiction, which is a serious disease. There has
got to be some ethical problem here, right?

Let’s talk about the premise of the show. It’s literally
about exploiting people’s addiction to a bizarre ‘some-
thing,” including, but not limited to, eating toilet paper
and sleeping with a hair dryer which burns a middle-
aged woman’s skin at night. The producers even take
the time to showcase a woman who carries around
her husband’s ashes and occasionally puts them in
her mouth. Yes, my stomach just turned into an out-of-
control ferris wheel too.

The show starts by explaining why these poor indi-
viduals are so messed-up, usually throwing in scary
numbers of just how long this person has slept with a
hair dryer or the degree to which whatever weird thing
he is ingesting has been screwing up his body.

The show then moves on to talking with the addicted
person’s loved ones. These can include spouses, parents,
friends and even their children. And herein lies my
major issue with this reality show. Okay, the producers
have entered into a contract — albeit, an exploitative
one — with the victim of the addiction, who has agreed
to share his problems with the world. But do these obvi-
ously heartless producers really have to go after those
individuals around the addict who are already freaked
out because their spouse, child or parent is suffering
from such a bizarre problem? That takes nerve.

But, I digress; I haven’t finished the show’s horrific
outline. My Strange Addiction then goes into the doctor’s
office with the addicts and delves into their personal
medical history. This is the point at which the doctor
usually tells the patient if the addiction is not cured,
then it will kill him — or seriously injure in the case of
the hair dryer. The doctor then suggests different meth-
ods to rid the patient of his disease, but the show usually
ends with no progress and with a dismal outlook for the
addict. How cheery.

To find out more, I took a look at the portion of TLC’s
website dedicated to My Strange Addiction. The first
thing you see when you visit the webpage is a picture
slideshow of the show’s latest characters.

The opening picture is of poor Nathaniel who is
addicted to his car, Chase, and has developed such an
extensive relationship with it that he takes the car out
on dates. That’s a psychological problem, not an addic-
tion, in case anyone was wondering. After a few slides
of him kissing his car, bathing his car with special care
and a therapist standing next to him as he explains why
he is in love with his car, I started feeling sick and had
to navigate away from the page.

I then turned to see the tabs I could click on. They
include a place for me to view some videos, take a quiz
on the “cast” and even see where those unfortunate
addicts are now.

It even provided an update on Nathaniel. The car

Qance floor in front of the stage.
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by sofia economopoulos

Just one year after I shamelessly
sobbed through all three reruns of
the royal wedding, Prince William
and Catherine, Duchess of Cam-
bridge are still together and going
strong. Despite being bombarded
as a prime tabloid target — who
doesn’t remember the scandal of
Kate’s alleged infertility, or the
latest gossip about Kate’s cousin,
who is now looking to make a real-
ity show based on her life as a strip-
per? — the royal couple has borne
the rumors with true, regal dignity.

Kate has done an excellent job
of filling the shoes of William’s
mother, the late Princess Diana
— who was a tough act to follow —
with her stellar wardrobe, dazzling
smile and confidence, all of which
prove “waity-Katie” to be more than
worthy of her partnership with the
future British king.

Beginning with their tour of the
United States and Canada, it was
clear Kate could hold her own
beside her new husband. During
the tour, her outfits were regularly
celebrated for being both fashion-
forward and professional, reflect-
ing her mature attitude toward
becoming the future queen.

She dazzled foreign dignitaries
with her mega-watt smile, colorful
dresses and personality, without
so much as a single public misstep.
Moreover, this past St. Patrick’s Day,
Kate made her first public speech at
a military event.

Wil an“d-’_a: INhappy,
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William made a wise choice in
selecting Kate to be his eternal
spouse; her youth only adds to her
charm, and it never hinders her
ability to command both awe and
respect at any of the charity or offi-
cial engagements she attends. The
progressive royals even inspired a
new law — a mere seven months
after they were married — which
allows daughters of future mon-
archs to have equal rights to the
throne.

Even though the two seem to be
constantly in the public eye, they
clearly also value their alone time.
Their honeymoon was a short and
simple affair in the Seychelles
islands, made incredibly private to
prevent prying eyes from disturb-
ing their brief moment alone.

But what is most unique about
their marriage is how they have so
far managed to keep it low-key: you
don’t see them squandering their
limited leisure time going out club-
bing all night or becoming active
members of the jet set. Rather, they
spend their free time with each
other, away from the constant sur-
veillance of the paparazzi.

Is this the secret to their success
so far? I think so. Although Kate
has looked a bit on the thin side
lately, she has borne more than
any mortal woman could possibly
handle with grace and dignity, and
she has proven herself as a loving
and supportive partner for her
prince. May every year be as bliss-
ful as their first.
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} fanatic is still in love with Chase and he “felt like we
[Nathaniel and Chase] grew a little closer because of the

show — it was something we did together.”
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by monika fallon

I have been utterly disappointed by
Steven DeKnight’s Spartacus: Vengeance
lately. I had hoped, as I’'m sure many
fans had, the second season of the popu-
lar Starz drama — which chronicles the
tale of the legendary Thracian slave who
breaks free and becomes a renegade
gladiator in ancient Rome — would pack
an extra punch, especially after the tragic
replacement of Andy Whitfield with
Liam MclIntyre in the title role. Unfortu-
nately, for much of this season, the series
crawled along at a snail’s pace, leaving me
wanting more than the now banal Zack
Snyder-inspired fight scenes.

That is, until I saw the final two episodes
of the series.

SPOILER ALERT: If you haven’t seen the
final two episodes yet, do not read this.
You will be very mad at me.

Somehow, from the midst of a plot so
convoluted it seemed as if it could out-
last The Sopranos, came “Monsters,” an
episode so packed with action, gore and
weird, gross sex, I wondered whether I
was watching HBO’s tawdry epic Rome.

Emotions run high from the start, as
Spartacus and his feisty lady lover Mira
(Katrina Law) finally agree to stop seeing
each other — we all knew it would never
work out anyway, because Spartacus is
mine. Later, Ilithyia (Viva Bianca), preg-
nant with Spartacus’ baby, plots against
Seppia (Hanna Mangan-Lawrence), to
whom her husband, military commander
Glaber (Craig Parker), has taken a special
liking.

The best parts of the episode, however,
are the cuts between the savage, rau-
cous antics of Spartacus’ rebel group

W and the well-dressed but duplicitous

Romans which begin the second half of
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Congrats, TLC, you have officially exploited and abet-
ted those with serious diseases. ®H

the episode. This juxtaposition creates
a delicious feeling of suspense which
we haven’t experienced since the initial
season. It all culminates when the two
armies clash, and Glaber’s forces drive
Spartacus and his men up Mount Vesu-
vius, trapping them there in an attempt to
starve them into defeat.

Season finale “Wrath of the Gods,” which
picks up where “Monsters” left off, is a
whirlwind of blood, death, suicide and —
most importantly — justice. The only part
of the episode which I didn’t thoroughly
enjoy was Lucretia’s (Lucy Lawless)
murder/suicide in which she jumped off
a cliff with Ilithyia’s baby. But even that
was so totally badass I didn’t question her
reasoning until I sat down and thought
about it after the episode had finished.

The episode ends with Spartacus finally
coming face to face with Glaber and shov-
ing a big old sword right down his throat.
Yes, my friends, justice was served, and
the world was set right.

As disappointed as I was with the season
as a whole, I give credit where credit is
due, and the action-packed last two epi-
sodes are undoubtedly Emmy-nomination
worthy. I can’t say I'll miss this show — I
had to force myself to watch the last half
of the season for the sake of closure — but
I’'m sure some people will.

I have immense respect for DeKnight
as the producer of Dollhouse and Small-
ville — he even wrote a couple episodes
of Buffy — and I trust that whatever he’s
doing, it’s probably pretty good. Maybe I
missed something about Spartacus: Ven-
geance, and when I re-examine it a couple
years from now in between reruns of
Battlestar Galactica — I have to have my
Lucy Lawless fix — something will finally
fall into place. But, then again, maybe
not. ™
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