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Cavs down Duke, 72-63 Back in Charlottesville, hours 
after the confetti was swept off the 
floor of the Greensboro 
Coliseum, it still doesn’t 
feel real. The Virginia 
Cavaliers, 2014 ACC 
Tournament champions. 

Arriving at the Coli-
seum Thursday for my 
first-ever ACC Tourna-
ment, I was skeptical. 
Relatively thin crowds 
during the early games 
begged the question, 
why is this tournament 
played in an outdated, 
middle-market venue? 
Doesn’t the ACC deserve the spot-
light that accompanies playing in 
a big city like Atlanta, New York or 
Washington, D.C.? 

There were two student newspa-
per seats in the back of the press sec-

tion, one for the higher 
seed of each game and 
one for the lower. If your 
team wasn’t playing, you 
had to duke it out for an 
open seat — if you were 
lucky enough to even 
spot one — or head to 
the break room to watch 
the game on TV.

But despite the un-
derstated arena and 
space constraints — or 
the lack of respect for 
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GREENSBORO, N.C. — Tony 
Bennett had been asked so frequent-
ly by the media about Wally Walker 
that it had become a running joke. 
The Virginia coach was well aware 
that it had been nearly 40 years — 
38, to be exact — since Walker’s 
Cavaliers had won the ACC Tourna-
ment, and his team had the first op-
portunity to match the 1976 team’s 
feat since their last ACC tournament 
appearance in 1994. 

With all that pressure, it would 

be understandable for top-seeded 
Virginia (28-6, 16-2 ACC) to slip 
up in their ACC final against third-
seeded Duke (26-8, 13-5 ACC). But 
instead of shrinking from the pres-

sure, Bennett’s team performed as 
well as it has all season, beating the 
Blue Devils, 72-63, behind 23 points 
from sophomore guard Malcolm 
Brogdon.

As time wound down and the 
confetti fell at the Greensboro Coli-
seum, Bennett no longer had to joke 
about the comparisons to 1976 — 
history had repeated itself. 

“That moment when you’re on 
the floor, you see your wife, you see 

your parents, you see the joy in these 
guys’ eyes and hearts — that’s as grat-
ifying as anything,” Bennett said. “I 
soak that up without a doubt. I gave 
thanks certainly for all that’s hap-
pened, as I said, through the tough 
times, through the good times.”

Bennett could not have asked 
for a better start from his team, as 
the Cavaliers answered an open-
ing bucket from Duke sophomore 
forward Amile Jefferson with a 9-0 
run, electrifying Virginia fans in at-
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No. 6 Virginia wins first ACC Tournament title since 1976, earns No. 1 NCAA seed



BASKETBALL   Virginia to play Coastal Carolina Friday in Raleigh
tendance. Virginia pushed the lead 
to 16-7 midway through the first half 
before the Blue Devils responded, 
going on a 9-1 run to cut the lead to 
17-16.

Senior forward Akil Mitchell — 
who was named to the ACC All-De-
fensive team and finished second in 
ACC Defensive Player of the Year vot-
ing — led a stifling Virginia defense, 
which held Duke freshman star Jabari 
Parker to 1-for-9 shooting from the 
field early in the game. Parker would 
finish the half 2-for-10 from the floor 
for 8 points, but rarely saw good looks 
while Mitchell guarded him. 

“With a guy like that, so aggressive 
and so skilled, you have to be more 
on your toes,” Mitchell said. “You’ve 
got to be a little bit more ready for the 
jump shot and the drive. So I just tried 
to be in two different places at one 
time. ... I felt like my teammates had 
my back and I just gave it my all.” 

Brogdon led the way for the Cava-
liers, scoring nine points on 3-for-7 
shooting. A barrage of 3-pointers late 

from both teams broke what had been 
a low-scoring game, but Virginia held 
on to enter the break up 28-25. 

The second half was back and 
forth, as neither team was able to pull 
further than six points away from the 
other. Parker snapped out of his scor-
ing woes in the second half, breaking 
out for 15 points — including a run of 
seven straight points midway through 
the period.

Mitchell was on the bench during 
Parker’s run, but after Duke went up 
47-46, Bennett subbed him back in to 
try and respond. 

“My teammates, they knew that I 
was capable of the job and they kept 
telling me to just do my best and then 
lock him up and the kind of stuff my 
team is supposed to do,” Mitchell said. 
“I just went out there and gave my 
best. You know, he missed a couple 
of contested shots and from there, I 
think I was able to frustrate him.” 

Brogdon proved dangerous all af-
ternoon, scoring 14 points of his own 
in the second half to match Parker’s 
total of 23 points. His teammates say 
his success in the team’s most impor-

tant game was a culmination of a sea-
son’s work. 

“[Brogdon is] relentless, relent-
less,” sophomore guard Justin Ander-
son said. “The work that he’s put in, 
it’s totally fitting that he was able to do 
what he did this tournament, and do 
what he did this whole season leading 
us. … It’s totally fitting and I’m just so 
happy for him. 

Virginia clung to a 59-57 lead with 
three minutes to play, but two quick 
scores gave the Cavaliers a 64-57 lead 
at the 2:00 mark and the Cavaliers 
were able to hold off the Blue Devils’ 
comeback attempt. Brogdon put the 
Cavaliers up 66-60 with 1:05 on the 
clock, and sunk six free throws down 
the stretch to clinch the win and the 
ACC title.

Senior guard Joe Harris finished 
with 15 points and was named the 
tournament MVP. He was joined on 
the All-Tournament first team by 
Brogdon, while Mitchell and sopho-
more forward Anthony Gill were 
honored on the All-Tournament 
second team. The understated Harris 
played down the achievement. 

“I didn’t expect it or anything like 
that at all,” Harris said. “I was more 
concerned about trying to get the 
tournament championship. That was 
my main concern. All the individual 
stuff … I don’t put much thought into 
it.” 

The crowd thundered as the fi-
nal seconds ticked off the clock and 
Virginia sealed the title. Cavalier fans 
came out in force for the game, and 
the players said they could feel the ef-
fect the crowd had on them. 

“That was unbelievable, to have 
the support that we had,” Harris said. 
“We were kind of joking around 
when we came in, [saying] ‘Where 
are the Duke fans?’ All we could see 
was orange when we drove over here. 
It’s special to share it with the fans. 
They deserve it. The city of Charlot-
tesville deserves an ACC tournament 
title. They’ve been extremely loyal 
and very supportive ever since I’ve 
gotten to the school here.” 

Bennett said having the ACC tro-
phy was special, but he was happier 
seeing his team play the way they did. 
For a team with its eyes on greater 

success, the win was another step for-
ward. 

“I told these guys in the locker 
room just now, to me, the true joy is 
in how they played when the ball was 
tipped between the lines, how hard 
they played,” Bennett said. “How 
they defended, how they moved the 
ball and tried to outlast through the 
game. And that’s it. We’ll celebrate 
all this stuff later on, but that’s what I 
liked, and you want to play good ball 
now heading into the NCAA Tour-
nament. So it’s great. For these guys, 
who have been through a lot, it’s a 
nice feeling for sure.”

Following their ACC Tournament 
championship Sunday, the Cavaliers 
earned a No. 1 seed in the East region 
of the NCAA Tournament. They will 
take on No. 16 seed and Big South 
Tournament winner Coastal Caroli-
na (21-12, 11-5 Big South) in Raleigh, 
N.C. Friday. The winner of that game 
will face either No. 8 seed Memphis 
or No. 9 seed George Washington 
Sunday for a trip to the Sweet Sixteen 
at Madison Square Garden in New 
York City.

Continued from page 1

BARTEE   Tradition looms large at Greensboro ACC Tournament

and other student papers — this 
weekend was one of the most sur-
real weekends of my life. Leaving 
Charlottesville and any semblance 
of schoolwork behind, Greensboro 
was an escape to an entirely different 
world. 

We witnessed the end of an era, 
as a last-second Boris Bojanovsky 
dunk broke a tie with Maryland and 
ended the Terps’ 61-year run with 
the conference they helped found. 

Growing up a Maryland fan, I 
understand why they had to leave 
and why other ACC fans are happy 
to see them go. But it feels unnatu-
ral that suddenly all of the rivalries 
and rich history associated with the 
Terps — the only school not from 
the state of North Carolina to win a 
national title while a member of the 
ACC — is just gone. 

Say what you want about Mary-
land fans, but no one can deny how 
thrilling the recent installments of 
Virginia-Maryland have been. I 
know time will make it better, but I 
also know that when I preach to my 
grandkids about how much better 
the sports were when I still had hair, 

pre-realignment college conferences 
will be my go-to example. 

What else made the tournament 
special? Fans, mascots, dancers, 
cheerleaders and band members 
from every school were present. It 
may not have been played at the 
Garden, but fanfare and traditions 
were on full display in the intimate 
environment. 

Staying in the room next to the 
mascots in the hotel, it was hard 
not to laugh when I saw the Lepre-
chaun stroll over to the elevator, or 
when they were going out one night, 
but had somehow lost “Syracuse” — 
no name, just “Syracuse.” Only in 
Greensboro. 

Each team’s band would duel 
back and forth during breaks in play. 
Clemson’s near-upset of Duke was 
set to the tune of “Tiger Rag”— per-
haps the best fight song in the entire 
conference. Florida State’s band filled 
the arena with the War Chant, while 
the Golden Girls led the crowd in 
“The Tomahawk Chop.” 

Eager Virginia fans, who flocked 
to Greensboro in droves at the pros-
pect of an ACC title, schooled the 
league on the University’s abbrevia-
tion. “U-V-A” chants were deafening 
at times, frequently overpowering 
opposing fans and even opposing 

bands. 
But my favorite tradition was late 

in Duke games when the Blue Devil 
band would play “Everytime We 
Touch.” In cult-like fashion, Duke 
fans young and old would rise to 
their feet, pumping their fists in the 
air with no semblance of shame. I 
was in seventh grade when the song 
first came out — more than eight 
years later, it still isn’t cool, Dookies. 

Dickie V, the man whose passion 
for the sport leads him to don wigs 
while being mobbed in student sec-
tions, was on hand. Although I’m 
not his biggest fan — he’s a little too 
much of a Duke fan for my taste — 
it wouldn’t have been an ACC title 
bout without Vitale oozing enthusi-
asm on the call. 

And after Syracuse’s premature 
exit at the hands of NC State, Mike 
Eilbacher and I seized a golden op-
portunity. Guessing that the two 
writers from the Syracuse Post-
Standard would be long gone, we got 
to the Coliseum early and snagged 
their seats — midcourt, right behind 
Vitale. 

We were three feet away from the 
man whose voice has become syn-
onymous with college basketball, but 
ironically, we couldn’t even hear him 
while he was broadcasting. I’ll never 

allow someone to criticize Dickie V 
for being a loudmouth again. 

Watching him interact with fans 
and players who grew up listening to 
him, or were yet to grow up still, Vi-
tale was — refreshingly — every bit 
as friendly and genuine as he comes 
across on TV. When he turned 
around and offered his hand for a 
shake, I couldn’t help but crack a 
smile that stretched behind my ears.

That hand also got Mike and 
me on ESPN. Normally when they 
would show the broadcasters, only 
our lower bodies would be in the 
frame. But Dickie V, always one 
for theatrics, threw his arms ev-
ery which way, and as the camera 
zoomed out to catch his gesticula-
tions, there we were. 

It’s awfully hard to follow a bas-
ketball game when everyone you 
know is texting and tweeting at you 
to inform you about your appear-
ance on national TV — and ask who 
you had to schmooze for those spots. 

Still, it’s not just Vitale that made 
the experience special. Being that 
close to the court and having the 
ability to hear interactions between 
players, coaches and officials adds 
an entirely different element to the 
game — these people are more than 
just well-oiled entertainers, they’re 

humans, subject to the same vices 
and emotions as the rest of us. I 
think that’s a point that is too often 
forgotten. 

And of course there was the bas-
ketball. I watched Jabari Parker, one 
of the most impressive freshmen to 
grace college basketball during my 
lifetime and a lock NBA lottery pick, 
in what was most likely his last ACC 
game ever. 

I saw titans of the game — Jim 
Boeheim, Roy Williams and Mike 
Krzyzewski — all fall. 

But most of all, I saw a team that 
won 16 ACC regular season games 
yet was still somehow being knocked 
for an “uneven conference schedule” 
play arguably its best basketball of the 
year to win one of the biggest games 
in program history and cut down the 
nets after a 38-year drought. 

London Perrantes prayed the 
night before the game, while Mal-
colm Brogdon remained even-keel, 
trusting that things would work out. 
Justin Anderson’s experience was 
more similar to my own. 

“I couldn’t sleep,” Anderson said. 
“It was just on my mind — what can 
happen, what happens if we win, 
what happens if we lose? This is the 
greatest feeling, man.”

Continued from page 1
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LEFT: Sophomore forward Anthony Gill, named 
to the All-Tournament second-team, cuts his piece 
of the net.

MIDDLE: Senior guard Joe Harris, the ACC 
Tournament MVP, dons his ACC Tournament 
Champions hat. 

RIGHT: Sophomore guard Malcolm Brogdon, who 
led the Cavaliers against Duke with 23 points, 
lays the ball up over Duke senior guard Tyler 
Thornton.
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The No. 12 Virginia wrestling 
team competed at the ACC Cham-
pionships Saturday, March 8 in 
Blacksburg, Va. The Cavaliers (18-
3, 5-1 ACC) placed third with 61.5 
points, five-and-a-half behind sec-
ond-place No. 10 Pittsburgh (13-
3, 6-0 ACC). But No. 16 Virginia 
Tech (18-5, 4-2 ACC) stole the 
show — running away and claim-
ing their second consecutive ACC 
title with 87 points. 

Two Virginia wrestlers claimed 
individual titles: redshirt soph-
omore Blaise Butler won his 
two matches to emerge as the 
157-pound champion and red-
shirt junior Nick Sulzer earned 
two victories and the top spot in 
the 165-pound bracket. Butler de-
feated an old high school rival in 
North Carolina State’s junior Tom-
my Gantt and Sulzer cruised to an 
easy 7-1 victory against redshirt 
sophomore John Staudenmayer 
of North Carolina. Both wrestlers 
were number-one seeds.

Butler’s season has come as 
a surprise to many — last year 
Butler was stuck behind 2013 All-
American Jedd Moore for the 157 
pound spot. However, his effort in 
2014 greatly impressed the Virgin-
ia coaches. 

“Blaise is the kid that does ev-
erything right,” coach Steve Gar-
land said. “He never shies away 
from competition, and is not 
afraid to do work. Blaise wants to 
win and work, and that is the dif-
ference.”

Butler entered the weekend 

knowing he’d have to maintain that 
level of performance if he was to 
walk away with a conference title.

“In the first match I wanted 
to wrestle hard for seven minutes 
to set the pace” Butler said. “I set 
myself up for success with the one 

seed, so I knew I had to do what 
I’ve done all season to get my bid 
to the national championship.” 

Redshirt senior Stephen Doty 
and redshirt sophomore Zach 
Nye also reached the final round 
of their respective weight classes. 
Doty, the second seed, lost in the 
final to redshirt junior Tyler Wilps 
of Pitt 7-2. Nye dropped a 10-6 
decision to Hokie redshirt senior 
Chris Penny. 

Including Butler, Sulzer, Doty, 

and Nye, seven Cavaliers received 
automatic bids to next week’s 
NCAA Championships in Okla-
homa City. Joining the quartet are 
redshirt junior Joe Spisak, red-
shirt junior Gus Sako and redshirt 
senior Jon Fausey. Virginia sent 

nine wrestlers to the NCAA tour-
nament last year, and genuinely 
expected to match or exceed that 
total. 

“To say I’m disappointed would 
be an understatement,” Garland 
said. “We have pretty high stan-
dards and wanted to get all ten 
through to nationals. We had 
a great regular season, and this 
doesn’t take away from it. How-
ever, it still hurts.” 

Spisak was expected to qualify, 

but his performance took an un-
expected path. The fourth seed at 
141 pounds, he lost his first-round 
match against Maryland sopho-
more Shyheim Brown. Tar Heel ju-
nior Evan Henderson was Spisak’s 
draw in the consolation semifinals. 

Spisak nearly pinned Henderson 
with an early throw, but Hender-
son fought free. Henderson would 
return the favor in the second pe-
riod as he locked in a tight cradle 
and pinned Spisak. Then, in the 
fifth-place match, Brown forfeited 
and gifted Spisak the bid. 

For a moment it appeared as 
if Sako’s national championship 
dreams might not be realized. The 
number-one seed at 149 pounds, 
Sako was upset by Panther fresh-

man Mikey Racciato in the semi-
finals. Racciato was able to sneak 
a quick five points early in the 
match, and would finish the first 
period up four. Sako was able to 
draw to within two, but was unable 
to secure the final takedown from 
the Fabian-like Racciato. Sako 
then battled back with two wins 
in the consolation bracket to claim 
third-place.

Fausey took fourth-place in 
one of the toughest brackets. Fau-
sey would bear the battle scars of 
the 184-pound bracket and end 
the day with a wrapped knee and 
several bandages on his head. In 
the semifinals Fausey fell 2-0 in his 
rematch with Maryland senior and 
number one wrestler in the nation 
Jimmy Sheptock. Sheptock scored 
the match’s first point with a third-
period escape, and his riding time 
advantage gave him his second 
point. 

Fausey wrestled back to the 
consolation finals where he lost 
to Virginia Tech’s redshirt senior 
Nick Vetterlein 8-7. The match was 
close all the way, and Fausey bat-
tled for a potential game-winning 
takedown until the final whistle. 

Aided by their home fans, the 
Hokies had secured the team title 
midway through the champion-
ship round. This massive gap in the 
team standings was unexpected as 
ACC Championships are typical 
closely contested — five of the last 
six have been decided by fewer 
than 10 points. 

“[Virginia] Tech wrestled fan-
tastically,” Garland said. “They 
deserve all the accolades thrown 
their way today.”

No. 12 Wrestling places third at ACC Championships
No. 16 Virginia Tech wins title running away, Sulzer, Butler win first career conference titles, seven Cavaliers receive NCAA Championship bids

Matthew Wurzburger
Associate Editor
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Top-seeded senior Nick Sulzer won a pair of matches at the ACC Championships to earn the 165-pound title and an automatic bid to the NCAA Championships.

Saturday night, the Virginia 
baseball team captured the back 
end of a nearly eight-hour dou-
bleheader to complete a three-
game sweep of Boston College 
at Davenport Field. A day after 
defeating the Eagles (6-12, 0-6 
ACC) by a seven-run margin, 
the No. 5 Cavaliers (15-3, 5-1 
ACC) twice prevailed by one 
run in walk-off fashion.

The first game of Saturday’s 
doubleheader, a 3-2 Virginia 
win, started at 1 p.m. and end-
ed four hours later when junior 
Nick Howard knocked in sopho-
more right fielder Joe McCarthy 
in the bottom of the 12th inning. 
Howard, a two-way player, also 
shined on the mound, strik-
ing out five Eagles in two and a 

third scoreless innings to pick 
up the win. Freshman right-
hander Connor Jones shut down 
Boston College for four and a 
third innings of relief, lowering 
his season ERA to 1.23.

The second game — which 
the Cavaliers won, 2-1 — was 
a pitcher’s duel as well, with 
sophomore left-hander Bran-
don Waddell and Eagles right-
handed counterpart Jeff Burke 
each yielding one run in six 
and a third innings. Sophomore 
designated hitter John La Prise 
scored the game-winning run in 
the ninth inning when the Bos-
ton College defense splintered, 
making errors on consecutive 
plays.

La Prise was also instrumen-

tal in Friday’s 8-1 win, an effort 
propelled by the bottom third 
of the Virginia lineup and an-
other quality start from sopho-
more left-hander Nathan Kirby 
(5-0, 0.59 ERA). La Prise, bat-
ting ninth, went 3-for-4, as did 
junior catcher Nate Irving out 
of the seven spot. Junior third 
baseman Kenny Towns, batting 
eighth, finished 3-for-3 with 
three RBI. Kirby blanked Bos-
ton College for six and a third 
innings, allowing four hits and 
a walk.

The Cavaliers play Rutgers 
and Towson at home this Tues-
day and Wednesday. First pitch 
for both games is set for 4 p.m.

-compiled by Matthew Morris

No. 5 Baseball sweeps Eagles
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Sophomore designated hitter 
John La Prise scored the 

game-winning run in the ninth 
inning  of Saturday’s second 

game. La Prise also went 
3-for-4 in Friday’s contest.



No. 7 Men’s lacrosse unbeaten 
streak ended

The No. 7 Virginia men’s la-
crosse team dropped its first two 
games of the season during the 
break, falling to No. 15 Cornell 
and No. 11 Notre Dame. The Cav-
aliers now sit at 6-2 overall and an 
even 1-1 in conference play. 

Virginia began its road trip in 
Ithaca, N.Y. to take on Cornell. 
Early on, it seemed the Big Red (6-
0) would be no match for Virginia 
as the Cavaliers jumped out to an 
5-2 lead through most of the first 
half. However, the momentum se-
verely shifted with just more than 
two minutes remaining in the 
second quarter, and the Big Red 
ripped off four unanswered goals 
to take a 6-5 lead into the break. 

The Cornell run continued 
deep into the third quarter, with 
the Big Red scoring the first five 
goals of the period. The Cava-

liers were able to stop the bleed-
ing when senior attackman Mark 
Cockerton pulled his team back to 
within five.

Virginia seemed poised to 
make a comeback when senior 
midfielder Pat Harbeson drew a 
three-minute non-releasable pen-
alty. But the Cavaliers squandered 
the opportunity by committing 
two penalties of their own and 
were never able to cut the lead to 
less than three, ultimately falling 
12-9. 

Virginia looked to rebound 
against new conference foe Notre 
Dame (3-2, 2-0 ACC) Sunday, but 
was unable to overcome a series of 
runs from the Fighting Irish. The 
Cavaliers again jumped out to an 
early lead, with freshman attack-
man Zed Williams opening the 
game’s scoring.

However, a goal by Notre 
Dame freshman Sergio Perkovic 

with seven seconds remaining in 
the opening quarter sparked an 
8-1 run for the Irish, leaving Vir-
ginia trailing, 8-3, going into half-
time. 

The Cavaliers responded 
strongly in the third quarter, scor-
ing three goals to push the score 
to 9-6. Notre Dame squashed any 
hopes of a comeback in the fourth 
quarter, however, outscoring the 
Cavaliers 9-3 to put the game 
away 18-9. Cockerton again lead 
Virginia in scoring — notching 
his 19th career hat trick — but the 
40 shots put up by the Irish were 
simply too much to overcome.

Virginia will look to snap its 
losing streak March 22, when sec-
ond ranked Johns Hopkins comes 
to Charlottesville. Faceoff is 
scheduled for 4:30 p.m. at Klöck-
ner Stadium. 

-compiled by Ryan Taylor
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Junior midfielder Courtney Swan scored three goals and an assist in Virginia’s loss to Princeton. She 
leads the Cavaliers with 35 points on the year — 11 more than her next teammate.

The No. 5 Virginia women’s 
tennis team kept busy dur-
ing Spring Break, battling four 
ranked opponents in matches 
at home and on the road.

After starting the weekend 
with a 5-2 loss to No. 6 North 
Carolina (13-3, 5-1 ACC), the 
Cavaliers (10-3, 4-1 ACC) re-
bounded to shut out then-No. 
61 Maryland (5-6, 1-5 ACC). 
Virginia then split two away 
matches, falling to No. 12 
Georgia (11-2, 4-0 SEC) before 
defeating No. 13 Michigan (8-
3, 0-0 Big Ten).

The match against the Tar 
Heels featured several big 
matchups on the doubles and 
singles courts. Bouncing back 
from a loss at No. 2 doubles, 
ninth-ranked sophomore Julia 
Elbaba and freshman Rachel 
Pierson defeated fifth-ranked 
junior Caroline Price and soph-
omore Whitney Kay. A victory 

at No. 3 gave the Cavaliers the 
doubles point and an early 1-0 
lead.

However, sophomore Steph-
anie Nauta accounted for Vir-
ginia’s only singles point, de-
feating No. 83 Kay 6-2, 6-2. 
North Carolina rattled off five 
straight singles victories to 
hand the Cavaliers their first 
conference loss of the season.

Virginia bounced back 
from Saturday’s loss by shut-
ting out Maryland the next day, 
7-0. The Cavaliers exhibited a 
strong all-around performance 
against the Terrapins and Nau-
ta defeated sophomore Nataliya 
Bredikhina 6-2, 2-6, 10-3 to re-
main undefeated on the season.

On the road, Virginia fell to 
Georgia in a close 4-3 match. 
After losing the doubles point, 
Pierson defeated No. 45 senior 
Lilly Kimbell, 6-1, 6-1, to even 
the score. The lead went back 

and forth, boiling down to the 
final match at No. 6 where se-
nior Li Xi fell to sophomore 
Mia King, 7-6, 6-2, to seal the 
Bulldogs win.

The Cavaliers then travelled 
to Ann Arbor, Mich. Friday, de-
feating the Wolverines, 5-2. Af-
ter winning the doubles point, 
Michigan extended its lead to 
2-0 when sophomore Amy Zhu 
defeated Epstein, 6-4, 6-2. A 
victory at No. 3 brought Vir-
ginia within one, and Elbaba 
defeated No. 7 junior Emina 
Bektas, 6-4, 6-3, to tie the 
match. Collins clinched the win 
for the Cavaliers while victories 
by Pierson and Xi also contrib-
uted to Michigan’s defeat.

Virginia will return to the 
court to host new ACC oppo-
nents No. 25 Notre Dame and 
Pittsburgh March 21 and 23.

-compiled by Kristen Cauley

No. 5 Women’s tennis splits four

Looking to put together its 
first win streak of the season, the 
No. 6 Virginia women’s lacrosse 
team (3-5, 0-2 ACC) dropped a 
tough game to Princeton (2-3, 
0-1 Ivy), 15-13. 

After Princeton jumped out 
to a 2-0 lead, the Cavaliers re-
sponded with a 3-0 run in a 
2:01 span. Princeton then an-
swered with a 4-1 run to take 
a 6-4 advantage with 10:31 left 
in the first half. Although two 
consecutive Virginia goals tied 
the game at 6-6, Princeton capi-
talized off a Cavalier turnover 
to score with three seconds re-
maining to take the lead into the 
break.

Later, with the game tied at 
nine with 22:53 remaining, the 
Tigers broke out a 5-1 run to 
take a 14-10 lead with 5:35 left 
to play. The run lasted nearly 
15 minutes, and the scoring 
drought doomed the Cavaliers. 

Despite a late Virginia surge, 
Princeton prevailed for only its 
second victory of the season. 

Junior midfielder Morgan 
Stephens and senior attacker 
Liza Blue paced the Cavalier of-
fense, each scoring four goals. 
Virginia also picked up three 
goals and an assist from junior 
midfielder Courtney Swan, who 
continues to lead Virginia in 
points with 35 on the season — 
11 more than her next teammate. 
Senior goalkeeper Liz Colgan 
managed just eight saves in the 
contest, five less than her season 
average. Princeton had six play-
ers score multiple goals and two 
players score five points. 

Virginia will next face James 
Madison Wednesday at Klöck-
ner Stadium. It will be Virginia’s 
third consecutive game against 
an unranked opponent.

-compiled by Robert Elder

Princeton women upset 
No. 6 Cavaliers, 15-13

Men’s lacrosse drops two road games

John Pappas | The Cavalier Daily

No. 47 sophomore 
Stephanie Nauta won 

singles matches against 
No. 6 North Carolina and 
No. 61 Maryland before 
falling for the first time 

this season at No. 12 
Georgia.

Marshall Bronfin| The Cavalier Daily

Senior attackman Mark Cockerton scored three goals and an assist Sunday against Notre Dame, but 
the Cavaliers fell 18-9 to the Irish in South Bend.

Marshall Bronfin | The Cavalier Daily



The Commerce School com-
pleted its first round of admission 
decisions Friday, March 8. Of 577 
University students who applied 
to the school, 239 were offered ad-
mission, 159 were deferred to de-

cision at the end of this semester 
and 179 were denied. The school 
estimates that 85 to 90 of the de-
ferred students will ultimately be 
offered admission.

Rebecca Leonard, the associate 
dean for student services at the 
McIntire School, said these 239 
admitted individuals do not rep-
resent the external, non-Universi-
ty transfer students, who will also 

be offered admission.
“The University sets a target 

for the number of internal and 
external transfers to admit,” Leon-
ard said. “This year our targets 
were 311 internal transfer and 25 
external transfers.”

To determine which University 
students will be offered admission, 
four Commerce School faculty 
members read all the applications, 

make individual assessments and 
convene as a group to make final 
decisions for each applicant. This 
is done in two rounds, and the de-
cisions made before Spring Break 
only represent the first.

For students deferred to the 
second round, Leonard named 
a few options for maximizing 
chances of acceptance. Leonard 
said she encourages those de-

ferred to take advantage of a sec-
ond opportunity to interview, the 
ability to write an additional essay 
and the chance to meet with an 
advisor in the Commerce School 
student services.

It’s also important “to do well 
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Last Wednesday brought in-
creased tensions to the already 
heated debate about Medicaid 
expansion, as state Republicans 
and several local leaders called on 
Democrats to pass a budget and 
consider Medicaid expansion after-
ward. Democrats held Republicans 
were ignoring a good case for giving 
more Virginians health insurance.

The 2010 Affordable Care Act, 
also known as Obamacare, required 
states to expand Medicaid, a health 
insurance program for low-income 
individuals. A 2012 United States 
Supreme Court ruling gave states 
the choice to expand or not expand 
Medicaid, and Virginia has, thus 
far, chosen not to do so. Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe, however, campaigned on 
expanding Medicaid and has been 
vocal about his desire to do so.

In a conference call Wednes-
day morning, Minority Leader Del. 
David Toscano, D-Charlottesville, 
Democratic Caucus Chair Del. 
Mark Sickles, D-Fairfax, and Demo-
cratic Caucus Vice Chair Del. Jen-
nifer McClellan, D-Richmond, said 
Republicans have cost Virginia $5 
million per day in lost federal fund-
ing.

“This obstructionism has already 
cost $355 million of our own federal 
tax dollars this year,” McClellan said. 
“The House Republicans are con-
tinuing to put the tea party ideology 
first.”

Toscano said Chambers of Com-
merce leaders, hospital executives 
statewide and other business leaders 
had come out in favor of Medicaid 
expansion.

“The House Republicans' re-
sponse to this continues to be ‘no’,” 
Toscano said. “We saw what hap-
pened when House Republicans in 
Washington said ‘no’. … ‘No’ is not 

a policy.”
House Republican spokesperson 

Matthew Moran said Democrats 
are obstructing progress by holding 
up a budget to consider ACA is-
sues after attacking Republicans for 
holding up the federal government’s 
budget for ACA issues last fall.

“We think it’s very hypocritical 
for [McAuliffe] now,” Moran said. 
“They’re the ones who are not going 

to do anything on the budget.”
Republicans and local leaders 

have called on Democrats to sepa-
rate Medicaid expansion from the 
normal budget process — with reso-
lutions in Virginia Beach, Shenan-
doah County and New Kent County 
asking Democrats to separate the 
two issues. The chair of the Loud-
oun County Board of Supervisors 
also called for the separation. Mo-
ran said there was a sense of urgency 
from local officials.

“Local governments are already 
working on their budgets, and they 
kind of need it now,” Moran said. 
“School boards are required to 
adopt a budget May 1.”

Sickles said separating Medicaid 
from overall budget discussions was 

infeasible, given the program’s size-
able budget impact. According to 
the nonprofit Kaiser Family Foun-
dation, Virginia’s Medicaid spend-
ing was nearly $7 billion in 2012, 
and the state paid 43 percent, or 
about $3 billion, of that total.

“This is just another tactic for de-
lay,” Sickles said. “The governor and 
the Senate understand that [delay] is 
not an option.”

Moran said the Democrats’ 
Medicaid expansion proposal lacks 
details.

“The plan that the Senate has put 
forward … is three pages,” Moran 
said. “What you’re talking about is a 
$2 billion expansion of Medicaid. … 
We’re not going to hold up the entire 
budget over a three-page concept 
paper.”

Toscano said Democrats are 
seeking a “Virginia way” to expand 
Medicaid. The Democrat-controlled 
Senate’s current plan, called “Mar-
ketplace Virginia,” would give subsi-
dies to newly eligible individuals for 
health insurance through a private 
health insurer. The federal govern-
ment will pay most of the cost to in-
sure newly eligible individuals. 

“We’re talking about 1.7 billion 
dollars a year that we’re turning 
away,” Sickles said.

Most newly eligible individu-
als are non-disabled parents and 
childless adults. ACA requires 
many adults in Virginia who make 
less than the federal poverty line — 
$11,670 for a childless adult — to 
purchase health insurance. Without 
Medicaid expansion, they have no 

government subsidy to do so.
A family of four making be-

tween $23,850 and $95,400 already 
receives money from the federal 
government to purchase health in-
surance on this exchange, unless 
they get their insurance from their 
employer.

Marketplace Virginia is similar 
to a plan already in place in Arkan-
sas, which requires newly eligible 
individuals to purchase insurance 
through the federal government’s 
health insurance exchange, a web-
site that allows people to shop for 
and compare health insurance plans.

Traditionally, Medicaid recipi-
ents have no choice in their state-
mandated insurance plan, and the 
federal government and state share 

the plan’s cost. Those promoting 
private market-driven plans hope 
additional competition will drive 
down cost.

To implement a private market-
driven plan, the state needs Kathleen 
Sebelius, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, to approve and 
sign an 1115 waiver. Sickles said the 
state needed to act quickly to start 
the program in 2015.

“It’s going to take a while for the 
federal government to review it and 
approve of it,” Sickles said. “We need 
to have a sense of urgency about 
this.”

Moran said many Republican 
House and Senate members would 
have a difficult time passing a plan 
similar to the one in Arkansas. Mo-
ran said Sebelius has not approved a 
program to encourage employment 
through Medicaid and has not al-
lowed states to require those receiv-
ing Medicaid to pay some of their 
own medical care costs. In addition, 
Moran said Sebelius wanted states 
to wait seven months before discon-
tinuing Medicaid expansion if the 
federal government stops funding 
for the program in the future.

“I think our position on Med-
icaid expansion generally is that 
reforms should come first,” Moran 
said. “We’re certainly happy to look 
at anything that the governor wants 
to put forward. … All we’ve seen is a 
3-page concept paper.”

Republicans want to see reforms 
of Virginia’s current Medicaid pro-
gram to drive down costs over time, 
Moran said. After those reforms, he 
said, Republicans would cautiously 
consider Medicaid expansion.

“We welcome the debate on 
whether or not Virginia should ex-
pand Obamacare,” Moran said.

McClellan emphasized the hu-
man cost of inaction.

“What I would encourage the 
House Republicans to do … is talk 
to the uninsured in their district,” 
McClellan said. “I think they’re ex-
pecting us to come up with some 
kind of solution.”

State legislature Medicaid battle heats up
Democrats seek massive expansion, tapping federal revenues; Republicans cite high cost, demand ‘clean’ budget bill

Joseph Liss
News Editor

Courtesy Richmond Times Dispatch

Lawmakers left the capital, above, in Richmond earlier this month without passing a budget bill or making a final decision about Medicaid expansion.

Commerce school accepts 239 applicants, defers 159
Program denies 179 students; 577 applicants have 3.53 mean GPA, accepted students have 3.80 mean GPA, deferred students have 3.48, Leonard says

see COMMERCE, page 7

Owen Robinson
Associate Editor



U.S. News and World Report 
released its 2015 graduate school 
rankings last week, pegging 
several University programs as 
among the top in the nation. 

The Darden School of Busi-

ness and the Law School were 
the highest ranked University 
schools, keeping in line with pre-
vious years’ rankings. Darden 
moved up one spot from 2014, 
landing at No. 11, while the Law 
school dropped one spot for the 
No. 8 ranking.

Representatives from both 
schools, however, qualified the 

rankings. Stephen Parr, the Law 
School’s senior associate dean for 
administration, said in an email 
not to read too much into the one 
spot drop.

“We do not focus on year-to-
year fluctuations in rankings, but 
instead on constantly improving 
the quality of teaching, research 
and service in the Law School,” 
he said.

Sarah Neher, Darden’s asso-
ciate dean for admissions, said 
though the school was happy to 
move up a spot, U.S. News was 
only one of several rankings the 
school uses to benchmark itself 
against competition.

“What’s different for business 
schools is that there are five [im-
portant] rankings, and U.S. News 
is just one of them,” Neher said. 
“When we put the five together it 
tells us something about how we 
compare.”

Neher said that Darden is 
more focused on high quality 
teaching than other top-ranked 
institutions are, and that U.S. 
News does not take into account 
teaching as much as other rank-
ings.

“As long as we feel like we’re 
the best teaching school, we’re 
fine being 11,” she said. “But in 
the Economist we’re number 4 in 
the world ... [and] they use a lot 
of teaching metrics.”

The University also fared well 
in education program rankings, 
with the Curry School standing 
at No. 22 —the same ranking as 
last year.

Within the education school 
category, the Curry School 
ranked in the top 10 nationally in 
educational administration and 
supervision, elementary teacher 
education, secondary teacher 
education and special education 
— three of which were improve-
ments from last year.

“[The ranking] reflects the 
exceptional quality of our faculty 
and students,” Curry Dean Rob-
ert Pianta said in a University 
press release. “And our doctoral 
programs overall are among the 
top three public universities in 
terms of competitiveness for ad-
mission.”  

The Medical School ranked 
No. 26 in research and No. 29 
in primary care, while the Engi-

neering School rounded out Uni-
versity schools ranked this year 
at No. 40. Within the Engineer-
ing School, four programs place 
in the top 30 — industrial/man-
ufacturing/systems at No. 25, 
aerospace at No. 28, materials at 
No. 29 and biomedical at No. 30.

The magazine also ranked 
several science programs within 
the Graduate School of Arts & 
Sciences, with physics at No. 44, 
chemistry at No. 49, biological 
sciences at No. 50 and math-
ematics at No. 52.

Other graduate school pro-
grams, like nursing and public 
policy, are not annually ranked 
by the magazine and were not 
included this year. The Nursing 
School currently sits at No. 15, 
while the Batten School sits at 
No. 46 based on previous years’ 
data.

According to the U.S. News 
press release accompanying the 
rankings, schools are “evaluated 
on standardized test scores of 
newly enrolled students, opin-
ions from experts on each pro-
gram's quality, acceptance rates 
and other criteria.”
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Three University programs earn top 25 U.S. News honors
Law drops to No. 8, Darden moves to No. 11, says other business comparisons matter, Curry ranks No. 22, achieves several program-specific ranks

Following the November trage-
dy in which Gus Deeds, son of Sen. 
Creigh Deeds, D-Charlottesville, 
stabbed his father before commit-
ting suicide, both the House and 
the Senate have proposed bills to 
prevent future incidents. The mea-
sures garnered broad, bipartisan 
support in a series of votes before 
the legislature left for recess earlier 
this month.

Deeds proposed SB 260, ver-
sions of which passed in the Senate 
and House unanimously March 8. 
The bill sets new regulations for the 
creation of a psychiatric bed regis-
try and the ability to detain men-
tally ill people for 24 hours instead 
of six.

Lawmakers introduced similar 
legislation in the House. HB 478, 
which also passed both houses 
unanimously, called for extending 
the emergency custody period for 
those whose mental health is suf-
fering from four to eight hours. 
The bill also required enforcement 
officers to give people who are in 
custody a write up of standard pro-
cedures and regulations regarding 
their detention.

The bill also proposed a "Bed 
of Last Resorts," which requires a 
bed to be found for someone who 
needs the help, said Del. T. Monty 
Mason, D-Williamsburg.

“In the Deeds situation, law en-
forcement couldn’t find a bed, so 
he had to be released,” Mason said. 
“We won’t be releasing someone 
who needs the help but no bed can 
be found.”

The bill also changes who is re-
sponsible for certain issues involv-
ing mental health and law enforce-
ment.

“Right now detention of those 
in need is an extraordinary burden 
on local law enforcement,” Mason 
said. “So we need to relieve some of 
the pressure off of them.”

Mason said there is room in the 
budget proposed by Republicans 
in the House of Delegates for 17 
additional house facilities to treat 
patients.

“Unfortunately, a lot of mental 
health patients end up in jail be-
cause a bed cannot be found, so 
they are not getting proper care,” 
Mason said. “These additional beds 
will get patients the help they need 
and will help relieve the burden 
from state police.”

HB 293, introduced by Del. Rob 
Bell, R-Albemarle, and also passed 
unanimously, guarantees care from 

a state facility for an individual 
receiving a temporary detention 
order, unless an alternate facility 
is willing to provide temporary de-
tention.

“This means that there will al-
ways a bed [for those who need 
treatment],” Bell said.

Similarly, HB 1232 requires the 
Department of Behavioral Health 
and Development Services to set 
up a psychiatric bed registry, in 
which each hospital must keep up-
to-date records on their bed avail-
ability.

Other measures that have al-
ready passed one or both parts of 
the legislature include the require-
ment for additional training for 
clinicians to know how to find a 
bed, making it easier to transfer 
from one hospital to the next, and 
lengthening the temporary deten-
tion order from 48 to 72 hours, Bell 
said.

Support for these bills in both 
the Senate and the House has not 
only come in light of the Deeds 
case.

Recent studies, one by the Uni-
versity released in 2013, have “in-
dicated that this was not a unique 
problem,” Bell said. “The evidence 
that this has happened before with 
the specific incident of what hap-
pened with Senator Deeds [made 

these bills prominent now].”
In the future, Mason said, the 

measures and standards put into 
place need to be monitored to 
make sure they are executed and 
politicians need to stay on top of 
reforms to gauge effectiveness.

“It takes big stories, like the 
Deeds case, to garner public sup-
port,” Mason said. “We need to fo-
cus on this as a long term need in-
stead of just a temporary concern.”

Bell agreed these measures are 
only a starting point in working to-
ward long-term goals.

“Our goal this time was to be 
really focused on the emergency 
provision of care,” he said. “I think 
the bigger picture issues would be 
to try to address more of these is-
sues before they become so acute. 
If you can do that, it decreases the 
need for some of the acute care.”

Bell said the next step would be 
to provide community and volun-
tary help for people before they hit 
rock bottom.

The bills followed a committee 
set-up by then-Gov. Bob McDon-
nell last fall to study the issue. 

Virginia legislature greenlights several mental health measures
House, Senate pass numerous bills unanimously, recognize short-term changes to emergency policy, long-term institutional fixes needed

Staff| The Cavalier Daily

After Gus Deeds, the 
son of Creigh Deeds, 
left, stabbed his father 
and shot himself, the 
Virginia state legislature 
advanced several mental 
health measures before 
legislative session ended 
last week. 

Matt Comey
News Editor

Thomas Bynum | The Cavalier Daily

The Darden School, above, moved up one spot in the U.S. News and World Report rankings of top 
graduate programs in business to No. 11 from No. 12. 

Jenna Dickerson and 
Kayla Eanes

News Writers



The Democratic National Com-
mittee launched a new campaign 
against voter ID laws last Tuesday.  
Though the campaign focused on 
North Carolina, Florida and Penn-
sylvania, Democratic officials also 
expressed concern with Virginia’s 
2013 voter ID law.

In May of 2013, then-Gov. Bob 

McDonnell, a Republican, signed a 
change in the Virginia Voter ID Law. 
Starting in July 2014, voters must 
present a valid photo ID at their poll-
ing place in order to cast their vote 
on a regular ballot. Prior to last year, 
all changes in Virginia voter ID rules 
required approval from the federal 
Department of Justice as part of the 
1965 Voting Rights Act. The Su-
preme Court struck down part of the 
law in the 2013 case Shelby v. Holder, 
so Virginia laws no longer require 

approval.
DNC spokesperson Ian Smalls 

said the law was taking the state in 
the wrong direction.

“There was a different version of 
the law on the books in 2012 that 
worked very well,” Smalls said. “We 
didn’t see any horror stories coming 
from that election.”

The new voter ID law requires 
voters to present a valid, government-
issued photo ID, such as a driver's li-
cense, when coming to vote. Under 
the previous law, voters could show 
a document, such as a utility bill or 
a bank statement, which proved the 
voter lived at their address.

Smalls said Gov. Terry McAuliffe, 
a Democrat, is opposed to the voter 
ID law as well.

GOP leaders support the law be-
cause it reduces risk of voter fraud at 
the polls, which has affected Virginia 
elections in the past, said College Re-
publicans Chair Peter Finocchio, a 
fourth-year College student.

“Opponents of voter ID laws 
claim that voter fraud does not hap-
pen, but there is clear evidence that 
voter fraud is a very real problem, 
even here in the Commonwealth,” 
Finocchio said in an email.

Clark Mercer, chief of staff for 
Lt. Governor Ralph Northam, said 
Northam does not support the 
changes to the voter ID law.

“The law is a solution in search of 
a problem,” Mercer said. “[Northam] 

is concerned about the law’s effect on 
older and minority voters.”

According to Mercer, Northam 
doubts that the state legislature will 
pass changes to the law before the 
Fall 2014 elections.

“It’s unlikely for the law to have 
session again, so [Northam] wants to 
ensure that voters are educated about 
the changes that the law is imposing,” 
Mercer said.

Center for Politics spokesperson 
Geoffrey Skelley said the law will 
inevitably cause at least one voter to 
encounter issues casting their ballot.

“Academic research has shown 
that poor and nonwhite voters are 
less likely to have some form of 
photo identification, so these groups 
seem more likely to be among those 
who have trouble,” Skelley said in an 
email.

Estimating voter fraud rates is a 
notoriously difficult task. News21, a 
student journalist organization head-
quartered at Arizona State Universi-
ty, found 2,068 cases of alleged voter 
fraud since 2000 — 35 in Virginia. 
A 2005 commission, co-chaired by 
Jimmy Carter and James A. Baker, 
III, which recommended requiring 
photo ID laws, found that “[w]hile 
election fraud is difficult to measure, 
it occurs.” The report cited 180 fed-
eral investigations of voter fraud be-
tween October 2002 and September 
2005. 

“The [Democratic Party] has 

always believed that we are stron-
ger as a nation when more people 
are involved in the process,” DNC 
spokesperson Brad Woodhouse said. 
“We’ve never solved problems in our 
nation with less democracy.”

Finocchio said the law has pro-
tections against voter disenfranchise-
ment for lawful voters.

“Virginia's Voter ID Law makes 
a free state-issued photo ID readily 
available to those who do not possess 
a Virginia drivers license,” Finocchio 
said. “This is not a poll tax. With elec-
tions so close and the potential for 
fraud so large, election outcomes can 
hinge on whether or not all ballots 
being cast are legitimate ." 

DNC officials have expressed 
concern that the GOP implement-
ed the law in order to lower voter 
turnout among poor and minority 
groups most likely to vote for Demo-
cratic candidates.

In the only statewide contest next 
year, Sen. Mark Warner, a Demo-
crat, will face re-election. Skelley said 
Warner is currently favored to win.

“Warner is favored to retain his 
seat, though that could change if 
the national climate for Democrats 
worsens a fair amount between now 
and November,” Skelley said. “But 
each statewide race is different and 
depends on many factors, such as the 
national environment, the president’s 
approval rating, and the quality of 
each party’s nominee.”
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DNC launches anti-voter ID law campaign, opposes VA rule
‘With elections so close and the potential for fraud so large, election outcomes can hinge on whether ... all ballots ... cast are legitimate,’ Finocchio says

Katie Grimesey
Senior Writer

COMMERCE   Admissions committee does not examine in-state status
Continued from page 5

in spring semester,” Leonard said, 
but the admission committee 
hopes to see more than that.

The average cummulative GPA 
of the applicants to the McIntire 
School was 3.53, and the aver-
age of the accepted student body 
was 3.80. The average cumulative 
GPA of deferred students was 
3.48. Though McIntire has access 
to applicants’ SAT scores, they are 
not given much weight in deci-
sion making.

“We’re more focused on what 
students have done in the two 
years at the University,” Leonard 
said.

In addition to academic suc-
cess at the University, Leonard 
stressed the importance of ex-
tracurricular involvement and 
work or volunteer experience. 

The school seeks students who 
not only succeed academically, 
but also have a high degree of in-
volvement and leadership in out-
side commitments.

“We are more impressed by 
students who accomplish things, 
rather than those who are just 
members attending meetings,” 
Leonard said. “Too often students 
go into this process thinking 
‘what does the committee want 
to see,’ but what we want to see is 
something that we’ve never seen 
before.”

The admissions committee 
does not look at in-state versus 
out-of-state status, and the Uni-
versity does not require a certain 
percentage of the accepted stu-
dents be in-state status. However, 
the University does require that 
the Commerce School offer ad-
mission at a much higher rate to 
University students than to exter-
nal transfers.

Transfer students, in addition 
to having fewer available spots, 
face a much different admission 
process. They apply using the 
common app and are selected 
separately from internal students.

The yield rate, or the number 
of accepted students who ulti-
mately attend the school, for these 
students also differs from Univer-
sity transfer students. Though the 
historical yield among University 
applicants is “typically 98 or 99 
percent,” Leonard said the yield 
among external transfer students 
is lower.

Leonard said external transfer 
students are more likely to be in 
a position similar to students ap-
plying to college for the first time, 
and are likely to apply to five or 
six different schools. University 
students who are applying to the 
Commerce School, however, tend 
to be more set in their decision, 
she said. Graphic by Lianne Provenzano

NUMBER 
AND GPA OF 

MCINTIRE 
APPLICANTS

3.21
AVERAGE GPA

DENIED
179 applicants

*85-90 additional offers
will be made*

3.80
AVERAGE GPA

ACCEPTED
239 applicants

3.48
AVERAGE GPA

DEFERRED
159 applicants

Kelsey Grant | Cavalier Daily

Alumni Hall, above, is one of the stations University students frequently use when voting in Virginia 
state elections. The DNC is opposed to Virginia’s current voting laws, which will require a photo ID.
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Haley Smith, age 13, suffers from 
Dravet syndrome, a severe form of 
myoclonic epilepsy often resistant 
to drugs. Haley, who lives with her 
mother Lisa Smith in Virginia, was 
five months old when she had her 
first seizure. Lisa Smith said she be-
lieves medical marijuana can bring 
her daughter some relief.

Epilepsy is a neurological dis-
order characterized by episodes of 
altered brain activity commonly 
referred to as seizures. Outward ex-
pression ranges from mild-absence 
seizures, where the person appears 
absent in thought, to sudden, short 
periods of lost consciousness, and 
wild thrashing movements known 
as tonic-clonic seizures.

Treatments for epilepsy rely on a 
cocktail of anti-seizure medications. 
Haley is on three pharmaceutical 
drugs and has a vagus nerve stimu-
lator. This machine sends electrical 
impulses through the vagus nerve to 
Haley’s brain. For Haley, these op-

tions have proved ineffective.
“We had 101 [seizures] in Janu-

ary," Smith said. "We had only 50 
in February. … We were told on 
February 17th that there [are] no 
other choices for her. I mean, we’re 
not happy with the control we have 
right now."

Haley is not alone — more than 
one million of the 2.3 million Amer-
ican epileptics suffer from uncon-
trollable seizures.

On Feb. 20, the Epileptic Society 
of Virginia issued a public statement 
calling for increased research into 
the application of medical marijua-
na for the treatment of epilepsy.

Then, on Feb. 28, the American 
Epilepsy Society also came out in 
support of “well-controlled studies” 
into the use of medical marijuana.

Dr. Jomar Cunha published the 
last major human trial of marijuana 
as an anti-epileptic in 1981. His pa-
per followed a sample size of only 15 
participants suffering from second-
ary generalized epilepsy, the occur-
rence of seizures spreading through-
out the brain from a localized area, 

resistant to known drugs. Seven of 
eight participants receiving the anti-
epileptic component cannabidiol re-
ported improvement in symptoms. 
Only one of seven controls reported 
improvement in symptoms.

Dr. Maria Roberta Cilio intends 
to reinvigorate investigations into 
the therapeutic potential of medi-
cal marijuana. Her new study at the 
University of California San Fran-
cisco will explore the effects of the 
drug Epidiolex, a purified cannabi-
noid, over the course of one year in 
epileptic patients.

 Charlotte’s Web, originally called 
the “Hippie’s Disappointment,” is a 
variant of marijuana high in CBD 
but low in the psychoactive com-
ponent, tetrahydrocannabinol. This 
variant was renamed for Charlotte 
Figi, another child suffering from 
Dravet syndrome. Lisa Smith heard 
about the potential of this treatment 
through Charlotte’s mother, Paige 
Figi.

The Controlled Substances Act 
of 1970 placed marijuana as a sched-
ule I drug, a substance with “no cur-

rently accepted medical use and a 
high potential for abuse,” according 
to the Drug Enforcement Agency. 
In order to perform clinical research 
on marijuana, researchers must 
obtain a DEA license, gain FDA 
approval on the study and receive 
marijuana samples through the Na-
tional Institute on Drug Abuse.

Lisa Smith said she believes this 
classification needs to change.

“The reason it got to schedule I 
comes down to greed and money," 
she said. "If people are able to grow 
their own medicines [the pharma-
ceutical companies] are going to 
lose money."

Pew and Gallup research polls 
from 2013 show 52 and 58 percent 
of U.S. citizens, respectively, were in 
favor of the complete legalization of 
marijuana.  

More research is needed to de-
termine if medical marijuana offers 
any therapeutic applications for epi-
lepsy. With the growing push for le-
galization, it may not be long before 
researchers at the University begin 
to answer this question.

Epilepsy groups advocate marijuana
Researchers test cannabis-derived drugs’ ability to treat seizures, DEA Schedule I status makes analysis difficult

Michael Lingelbach
Staff Writer

Jon Pomeraniec has attended the 
Medical School since 2011. He is one 
of two vice presidents for the Mul-
holland Society, a Medical School 
student government organization. 
He has coordinated the “Big Sibs” 
program and set up mentor families 
for medical students, as well as ar-
ranged volunteer efforts and devel-
oped a fundraising committee. He 
serves as a student liaison between 
the medical and nursing schools. 

What made you decide to go to 
medical school to become a physi-
cian?

Growing up, all I wanted was 
to go to medical school, but I was 
pushed into investment banking. I 
worked for Lehman Brothers until 
they went bankrupt, forcing me to 
step back and look at what I wanted 
to do. I felt a calling to help people 
and to serve, dedicate and commit 
myself to a life-long learning pro-
cess. I was drawn to not only the 
science background, but also the 
humanistic aspect of medicine. Es-
pecially now, going forward, medi-
cine is an extremely integrated field 
that draws from many academic 

disciplines. I wanted this opportu-
nity to not only challenge myself but 
also to develop a greater diversity of 
perspectives.

 
What field are you most interested 
in?

I am planning on going into neu-
rosurgery.

 
Why?

Neuroscience is a field that lends 
itself to innovation and is something 
that we are using new technologies 
and research to really understand. I 
think the depth of neuroscience is 
infinite. Within it lies the opportu-
nity to more thoroughly understand 
what makes us human.

 
Are some fields more competitive 
than others?

Typically, the surgical special-
ties tend to be more competitive 
just by virtue of them being smaller 
programs with smaller numbers 
of spots. Fields such as dermatol-
ogy and radiology have also become 
more competitive based on the ad-
vancement of technologies.

 
How many people are in your cur-
rent class?

My class has 156 students, which 
is about middle-of-the-road in 

terms of class size.
 

Is the environment among your 
class more cooperative or com-
petitive?

Neither. It is collaborative. There 
is a strong push here to chip away 

from the typical model. We have a 
huge shared learning resource that 
we all contribute to.

 
How much of the learning is team-
based and how much is individual?

It varies by year. The first two 
years focus on individual under-
standing of material, but there are 
case-based problem sets that en-
courage working together, as well 

as anatomy labs, dissections, clinical 
sessions with patients and inter-pro-
fessional workshops with the Nurs-
ing School. The third and fourth 
years are entirely clinical and hands-
on. We progressively develop the 
feel for working with other people 
towards a common goal.

 
Have you made sacrifices to get to 
where you are now?

Absolutely. I’ve sacrificed a lot of 
personal time. I had to move from 
New York where all my family and 
friends were and start a new chap-
ter of my life down here. It took a 
lot just get here, but I’ve begun to 
understand putting other people’s 
needs before my own. At the end of 
the day, the most important part is 
learning how to make time for all of 
the things that you need to and want 
to do.

 
What are the most difficult parts 
of being a medical student, in gen-
eral?

The hardest part is learning how 
to deal with stress. We aren’t just 
students. We are people with varied 
interests. It is hard to balance the 
time commitment and the amount 
of work we have to put in with doing 
things we like to do. If something is 
a priority to me, I make time for it. 

We really have to keep this sense of 
perspective to stay grounded.

 
Can you pinpoint any difficulties 
with the actual learning process?

The continual challenge is keep-
ing up with all of the up-to-date, 
clinically relevant information 
and learning how to take what I’ve 
learned thus far and apply it in a 
clinically relevant way that will most 
benefit my patients.

 
What would you consider to be the 
most rewarding part of this experi-
ence?

It is the opportunity to be in-
volved in patient care. We deal 
with complete strangers who liter-
ally open themselves up to us. It is a 
privilege to work with an academic 
team and provide patient care in a 
way that can impact a patient’s life. 

 
How has your experience as a 
whole been so far?

It has been a very positive experi-
ence. I’ve been amazed at how much 
I’ve learned in such a short amount 
of time. It is the proverbial drinking 
from the fire hose; you think that 
you can’t really retain or grasp it all, 
but looking back at how everything 
consolidates makes all of the hard 
work seem worthwhile. 

A day in the life of a future doctor
Jon Pomeraniec, vice president of the Mulholland Society, answers questions about U.Va. Medical School

Damini Namana
Staff Writer

Courtesy Lisa Smith

Extract of Charlotte’s Web, a strain of 
maraijuana, can be used to treat seizures. 

Courtesy Jon Pomeraniec



Filling in the gaps
Before colleges begin to fund gap years, more information is needed on their effectiveness

Comment of the day

Have an 
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Join the 
Opinion 
section.

Or send a 
guest editorial to 

opinion@cavalierdaily.com

“As a fairly level-headed 
Republican, it saddens and 
frustrates me to see my party 
heading down this path. I 
don’t disagree with the mes-
sage of this article, but I wish 
that the author and others 
would look around and see 
those who want bipartisan 
change; we still exist on the 
right. Just because the so-
called leaders of our party 
want nothing but to win, 
there are some of us who 
would rather see a govern-
ment that works effectively.”

“Right-Leaning Moderate” on 
Ben Rudgley’s March 7 column 
“Republican obstructionism.”

LEAD EDITORIAL

Tufts University recently 
launched a new program to 
fund students who want to take 
a gap year before starting their 
first year of college. The goal 
is to make the gap year expe-
rience more accessible to mid-
dle- to low-income students.

Tufts is not the first univer-
sity to establish such a program. 
Princeton and the University 
of North Carolina already offer 
similar options. Gap years usu-
ally involve travel, though they 
don’t necessarily have to. They 
are more common in European 
countries, but since 2006, the 
number of students taking gap 
years in the United States has 
risen by about 20 percent.

Many experts claim that a 
gap year can give a student a 
stronger foundation for suc-
cess, by giving him the op-
portunity to take a break from 
the competitive nature of high 
school and learn more about 
the world from a different per-
spective. However, the empiri-
cal data on the effects of gap 
years is conflicting. The U.S. 

Department of Education's 
National Center for Education 
Statistics conducted a study in 
2005 that found students who 
did not enroll in college right 
after graduating from high 
school were less likely to earn 
a postsecondary education de-
gree. But the American Gap 
Association points out that this 
study was not specific enough. 
Karl Haigler, a gap year re-
searcher, studied a smaller 
group of students who explic-
itly planned to go to college af-
ter completing other goals for 
a one year period, and found 
that most of these students did 
return to school.

For those students who 
delayed college and did not 
attend at all, we should not 
necessarily discredit those de-
cisions. College is not for ev-
eryone — taking a year off may 
be an opportunity to realize 
that you don’t in fact belong in 
the classroom. But if this is the 
case, such discoveries should 
not be financed by the colleg-
es themselves, as the funding 

would be better appropriated 
to students who already feel 
comfortable in academia and 
need financial help in order to 
get there.

The American Gap Asso-
ciation claims a gap year does 
equip a student with academic 
advantages during secondary 
education, citing a study that 
found students who took gap 
years had better GPAs in col-
lege than students of similar 
pre-college academic standing 
who did not take gap years. 
However, this does not neces-
sarily mean that the gap year 
experience is the cause of a 
higher GPA. It could be that 
the students who are more in-
clined to take the gap year will 
do so because they already 
possess qualities — ambition, 
family support, organizational 
skills — which may also be 
useful in earning high GPA in 
college. Also, GPA is not the 
only measure of success in 
higher education.

This is not to say that tak-
ing a gap year is poor decision. 

It can be a valuable experience 
for a student who may want a 
break from an academic sched-
ule or may still be unsure of 
what area of study she wants 
to focus on in college. But pro-
grams like Tufts’ likely will not 
become a trend until more data 
about the effects of gap years is 
available, especially while pub-
lic funding for higher educa-
tion is decreasing.

More research is needed on 
the long-term effects of gap 
years on academic and profes-
sional careers before colleges 
start diverting funds to such 
programs. Arguments in sup-
port of gap years are largely 
subjective and very person-
alized. For some individuals 
they may be the right choice, 
but that doesn’t mean they will 
work for everyone. Gap years 
are undoubtedly valuable life 
experiences and great oppor-
tunities for a different kind of 
education, but for now, there 
is no reason to think that stu-
dents cannot excel without 
them.
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The University Board of Elec-
tion (UBE) results were announced 
last week, and like many other clubs 
on grounds, The Cavalier Daily 
managing board took to the long-
held practice of endorsing student 
government candidates. This tradi-
tion for our newspaper, despite its 
prevalence in national elections, 
needs to go.

For any given presidential or 
congressional election, voters have 
many news sources to choose from 
including newspapers that endorse 
both sides and newspapers that 
choose the path of objectivity. Even 
smaller-scale elections will feature 
an array of endorsements and non-
endorsements. On the other hand, 
our student government elections 
have one newspaper with the re-
sponsibility of covering said elec-
tions. 

There are other newspapers on 
grounds, but none of them besides 
The Cavalier Daily covered last 
week’s elections. This monopoly 
The Cavalier Daily possesses over 
UBE coverage means that it has a 
duty to focus attention on the more 
significant elections that students 
must vote on. Although there is no 

conclusive evidence that newspaper 
endorsements have a direct impact 
on political elections, this monopo-
ly suggests that The Cavalier Daily 
may have more of an impact on 
voter sentiment than other news-
papers may have. After all, of the 
contested races that the newspaper 
endorsed — Student Council Vice 

President of Administration elec-
tion and College Honor representa-
tive elections — only one endorsed 
candidate of the six failed to get 
elected. But The Cavalier Daily has 
a duty to avoid subjectivity, as it is, 
for many students, the only source 
of election information.

This spring’s elections didn’t 
provide the best example of a strong 
election season — only 5,631 stu-
dents, or 25 percent of the student 
body, voted. The low turnout was 
likely due to the large number of 

uncontested races, as suggested by 
a recent Cavalier Daily news article. 
The article establishes the correla-
tion between uncontested races 
and a lack of campaigning to reach 
out to voters. Therefore, for this 
spring in particular, an increase in 
uncontested races and decrease in 
campaigning puts more pressure 

on The Cavalier Daily to 
reach out to students, help 
increase voter turnout and 
provide objective informa-
tion on the elections.

The February 24th spe-
cial election edition did 
just that. It provided can-
didates’ “Yes or No” re-
sponses to pressing ques-
tions as well as “Man on 
the Street” questions with 
students’ opinions on the 

elections. Yet, besides the front page 
and second page introductions to 
certain elections, the only in-depth 
opinions of the candidates could 
be found in the editorial page’s 
endorsements. It would be more 
beneficial for voters to provide con-
vincing arguments for each candi-
date rather than give a one-sided 
endorsement. Then, students can 
assess the validity of each argument 
and form an educated opinion on 
the candidate to whom they will 
give their vote. 

As Howell Raines, former ex-
ecutive editor of the New York 
Times suggests in a 2000 NY Times 
article, editorial endorsements are 
“not an attempt to dictate to the 
reader what he ought to do”; rather, 
they are meant to stimulate a “civic 
dialogue.” Still, when that discus-
sion starts as a lopsided argument 
for particular candidates, it does 
not give a fair representation of the 
election race in order to create such 
a dialogue. It is for this reason and 
others that the USA Today and the 
Wall Street Journal, two of the three 
most circulated newspapers in 
America — and if you go by print, 
the two most circulated — do not 
generally endorse candidates for 
political elections.

In a 2012 editorial before the 
presidential election, the USA To-
day managing board decided not 
to endorse candidates, instead en-
couraging voters to “stay true to 
your convictions” and “vote for the 
candidates who you believe will 
respect the voters’ choice and gov-
ern” rather than “shout from the 
ideological ramparts.” Perhaps the 
Wall Street Journal and USA To-
day feel that endorsing candidates 
creates a sense of distrust among 
readership due to the vast array of 
political affiliations that reads each 
newspaper. 

Another qualm I have with stu-
dent government endorsements is 
the personal bias to which they are 
subject. Students are more likely to 
vote for a candidate if they have a 
personal connection to him or her, 
and this has the possibility of un-
fairly swaying an endorsement. I 
am not suggesting that this is the 
case for every endorsement, yet it 
is an important factor to consider, 
especially on a college campus in 
which many are bound to know 
someone involved in student gov-
ernment.

One way to avoid endorsements 
yet still provide a solid editorial, be-
sides enlisting the help of opinions 
from all points of view, could be to 
publish which organizations have 
endorsed each candidate. This is 
an effective way to inform candi-
dates of endorsements while still 
maintaining a sense of objectivity 
toward students. These other en-
dorsements, along with a variety of 
opinions involving the more con-
tested races, could be a proper sub-
stitution for endorsements and en-
sure The Cavalier Daily can inform 
readers in the appropriate way.

Jared Fogel is an Opinion Col-
umnist for The Cavalier Daily. His 
columns run Fridays.

Editor, endorse not
The Cavalier Daily has a responsibility to inform its readers rather than endorse student government candidates

Jared Fogel
Opinion Columnist

It would be more beneficial for voters to provide 
convincing arguments for each candidate rather 

than give a one-sided endorsement.”

“
I cannot, obviously, be cer-

tain about how other readers of 
The Cavalier Daily feel when they 
read the paper. However, I do try, 
as a part of my role, to consider 
more than just how I feel and what 
I think. To that end, reading the 
comments online and occasional 
discussion and emails with other 
readers is helpful. I have written in 
the past hoping that online com-
menters would engage more sub-
stantially with the content of The 
Cavalier Daily, and I continue to 
think the ability to comment is a 
strong element of the digital pres-
ence of the paper. No, not all of the 
comments are helpful or useful, 
but one can move right past online 
comments if that’s the case. Some-
times, though, I am fairly confident 
that others must share my basic 
reaction to some pieces in the pa-
per. In reading one recent Opinion 
piece, I simply felt lectured.

In the midst of a handful of 
Opinion columns that generated a 
lot of reaction online and caused 
more than a bit of controversy, 
one op-ed in particular struck me. 

Russell Bogue and Ashley Spinks, 
Opinion Editors for The Cavalier 
Daily, and Dani Bernstein, a Senior 
Associate Editor for The Cavalier 
Daily, wrote “The marketplace of 
ideas,” in which they defended run-
ning a piece calling for the end of 
the Women, Gender and Sexuality 
major at the University. Cavalier 
Daily Opinion writers were de-
scribed as courageous for attaching 
their names to potentially unpopu-
lar opinions. And then possible 
bias (who among us has no bias, 
we’re asked) and being uninformed 
(we’re likewise asked who among 
us hasn’t expressed uninformed 
opinions or spoken from a limited 
perspective) are essentially pack-
aged up as a part of that courage, 
making it feel as though we readers 
are told to give the brave opinion 
writers a pass on any errors. How 
can any of us criticize anything an 
Opinion writer has to say if we are 
accused of assailing a brave person 
doing nothing different than some-
thing everyone has done?

Another point from the “Mar-
ketplace” column: “They’re fellow 
students who don’t deserve hate or 
abuse from anyone in our commu-
nity. When we disagree with them 
— as we should, at times — we 

should do so openly and respect-
fully. There is no place in higher 
education for the vitriol and slan-
der that have accompanied various 
columns on our website.” It is im-
portant for the staff of The Cavalier 
Daily to remember that their read-
ers are not just students, and not 
just people who are participating in 
the teaching and learning portions 
of higher education. Even among 

just the local community, Univer-
sity staff and Charlottesville locals 
read the paper. The digital platform 
is growing (and improving, gener-
ally), and it is clear when an article 
has hit the internet and is attract-
ing notice from other places. Part 

of the issue with some of the recent 
Opinion pieces is that the writers 
are unable or unwilling to step out 
of their own experience and under-
standing of the world and consider 
others’ perspectives, experiences 
or realities. Remembering that the 
Opinion columns in The Cavalier 
Daily are not written only for fellow 
students would be a good thing.

The other main idea put forth 
in the “market-
place” column 
is that factual 
inaccuracy is 
the only reason 
aside from libel 
to decline to 
run an Opin-
ion piece. This 
sounds like a 
good practice. 
But facts un-
moored from 
any context 
don’t help il-
luminate a dis-

cussion, nor do they help inform a 
reader. Further, in the case of Ben 
Rudgley’s column, there were, as 
noted in the “marketplace” piece, 
“very few fact-based claims.” He 
wasn’t factually inaccurate because 
he didn’t base his column on facts. 

Yet we’re supposed to take his con-
clusions and prescriptions serious-
ly? How can one call for actions in 
the world without grounding those 
actions in some truth upon which 
we can all agree?

I am not calling on The Cavalier 
Daily not to run columns. But to 
characterize all of the columns as 
brave, to chastise commenters for 
over-the-top responses at times and 
to call into question the standing of 
anyone to question bias or point 
out what appear to be uninformed 
opinions seems to me to be chilling 
to the very discussion the Opinion 
writers seek to generate. It isn’t a 
matter of not running a column, it’s 
a matter of doing a better job craft-
ing the column so that is has a basis 
people can agree on before offering 
opinions about which people will, 
of course, differ. If the discussion is 
about the opinions, while starting 
from a shared understanding of the 
facts in play, I believe the discus-
sion will be better.

Christopher Broom is the public 
editor for The Cavalier Daily. He can 
be reached at publiceditor@cavalier-
daily.com or on Twitter at @cd_pub-
liceditor.

Facts first, opinions second
Columnists should be expected to ground their opinions in facts we can all agree on

Christopher Broom
Public Editor

Part of the issue with some of the recent Opinion 
pieces is that the writers are unable or unwilling to 
step out of their own experience and understanding 

of the world and consider others’ perspectives, 
experiences or realities.”

“



Sheryl Sandberg, COO 
of Facebook, launched a 

campaign called "Ban Bossy” 
through her Lean In Foundation 
last week. 

The concept is 
that the word "bossy" 
should be off limits 
to eliminate the neg-
ative connotations 
the word "bossy" 
has when applied 
to women. While 
I agree that female 
bosses often are re-
ferred to as bossy, I 
disagree there is a 
negative connotation 
associated with the 
gender-neutral word.

Some traits associated with 
bossiness are leadership, bold-
ness and authoritativeness, and 
there is nothing wrong with 
possessing any of those traits. 
If these traits characterize a 
person as bossy, then it makes 
sense they’d be the boss, since 
both male and female leaders, 
especially bosses, require skills 
like those to operate businesses. 
Being bossy does not hold you 
back in the business world. In 
fact it helps, since it is necessary 
to be assertive and to be able to 
tell people what to do. Converse-
ly, being rude, cruel or forcing 
people to do things they are not 
comfortable with makes one 

an unsuccessful leader. Those 
things are associated with poor 
leadership, not bossiness, and 
none of those character flaws 

should come to mind 
when one thinks of 
the word bossy. 

Sandberg ex-
plained the mean-
ing of the campaign 
in an interview, "We 
know that by middle 
school, more boys 
than girls want to 
lead…and if you ask 
girls why they don't 
want to lead, whether 
it's the school proj-
ect all the way on to 

running for office, they don't 
want to be called bossy, and they 
don't want to be disliked."

There is nothing wrong with 
caring about what people think, 
to an extent. Leaders should in-
spire and have admirers, but not 
all will admire them, and being 
easily offended is not a quality a 
leader can have. Being a leader 
means dealing with opposition 
and being called words much 
worse than bossy. It is unfortu-
nate that young girls are uncom-
fortable being called bossy, but 
they’ll have to learn to deal with 
that and much worse as they 
grow up. Eliminating the word 
to keep the young girls shel-
tered from opposition early on 

is counterproductive.
There are worse words to 

be called on a playground. Not 
only was I told I was bossy when 
I was younger, but boys teased 
my friends and I, calling us “stu-
pid,” “jerks” and “gross”. I think 
at that point in our lives these 
words were meant to be terms of 
endearment. Regardless, I can’t 
say we let any of those bother 
us enough to keep us from suc-
ceeding in school or taking on 
leadership roles later in life.

The Pew Research Cen-
ter shows 
women of all 
ages are less 
likely than 
men to ask 
for raises or 
aspire to 
top manage-
ment jobs, 
however, I 
don’t believe 
being called 
bossy at a 
young age is 
the root of 
this problem. Women lacking 
ambition shows a lack of cour-
age and assertiveness — charac-
ter traits we do not want to dis-
courage. So please, continue to 
call us bossy, and don’t make the 
word seem negative by banning 
it. Instead we should be embrac-
ing it, redefining the word bossy 

and making it empowering. 
Women should be authoritative 
and bold. Women should not 
be afraid to prove themselves as 
equals in the working world. 

We can’t argue women are 
strong and equal to men and 
then show a seemingly crippling 
sensitivity to an innocuous word. 
Though the word bossy can be 
meant as an insult, we shouldn’t 
ban it, but instead reinvent it. 
Let’s prove that we are not eas-
ily offended or insecure and that 

as women a word cannot affect 
us. I don’t believe the word itself 
is that offensive, but for those 
who do, fight it not by banning 
it but by proving you are above 
it. The “sticks and stones” saying 
is an important lesson for young 
girls. Words can’t and shouldn’t 
hurt them. Instead of sheltering 

them at a young age from po-
tentially mean words, we should 
teach them how to be poised and 
not falter at such pointless name 
calling. 

Let’s not “ban bossy,” but in-
stead face the real problem. We 
have to begin accepting women 
leaders more readily and rec-
ognize that gender does not 
define good leadership — abil-
ity does. We should empower 
young female leaders by provid-
ing them with more exposure to 
strong, talented female leaders. 
We should promote books like 
Tina Fey’s Bossypants, where 
Fey writes how being the boss 
is never easy and how criticism 
and opposition are all part of 
leadership, but how she succeeds 
by not letting words get to her. 

All leaders, regardless of gen-
der, face opposition and name 
calling. If their leadership skills 
make them "bossy," then so be it. 
Leaders have been called worse. 
Though I think this word ban-
ning campaign is silly, if Sand-
berg really wants to ban a de-
meaning word associated with 
female leaders, I can think of a 
better B word.

Meredith Berger is an Opinion 
Columnist for The Cavalier Dai-
ly. Her columns run Mondays.
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MEREDITH BERGER
Opinion Columnist

Bossy and proud
Rather than banning the word “bossy,” women should embrace it

Though the word bossy can be meant as an 
insult, we shouldn’t ban it, but instead reinvent it. 
Let’s prove that we are not easily offended or inse-
cure and that as women a word cannot affect us.”

“
So, I went home this week-

end. Going home for a lot of 
people is good for the soul, but 
this  weekend, for me, it was even 
better for the soul. It was almost 
magical — probably because I 
know, with graduation looming 
upon us, moments at home be-
come even more invaluable. As 
we are embarking on our next 
journey as fourth-years, we are 
beginning to realize what and — 
most importantly — who brings 
us the most value. As I was driv-
ing home, I began to think about 
what the word family meant, 
and I began to reflect on the in-
terconnectedness of traditional 
family, friend family, University 
family and how we are all inter-
weaved.

Family isn’t just about trea-
suring friendships, but rather 
about the ways in which our 
family constitutes many differ-

ent factions of people who do 
not always include the members 
of the “traditional” family. Some 
of the best moments I’ve had 
at the University and in my life 
have been sitting in my apart-
ment, on the floor of my living 
room, chatting, laughing, danc-
ing, eating, debating, listening, 
crying and playing games with 
people who give me value and 

whom I bring value to as well. 
There comes a time in our 

university life in which the 
people we see every day — our 

going-out friends, study bud-
dies, etc. — become a larger web 
or link in our families. They 
become the people you entrust 
with information, the people 
you run to when you receive 
great news and the people you 
want to share life’s hilarious mo-
ments with. As life begins to pull 
us in different directions, it’s im-
portant to take the time to invest 

in those people we 
value.

When you speak 
to the average first-
year, one of her 
first worries tends 
to be, “will I make 
friends?” Everyone 
back home tells her 
that her lifelong 
friends come from 
college, and then 
she laments and 
says, “but I haven’t 

met mine yet!” When you’re a 
first-year, it sometimes seems 
like everyone around you has 
met those people, except you. 

Then years go by and through-
out your time at the University, 
somehow it just happens, and 
you meet those people. By the 
time you get to fourth year, it’s 
weird to even look back at your 
first-year self and think about 
those worries that seem minus-
cule today. 

As members of the graduat-
ing Class of 2014, our time here 
as undergraduates is slowly 
dwindling, and while it’s fun to 
reminisce, it’s sad to realize that 
this journey is coming to an end. 
What makes it wonderful to be 
moving on is not just our ac-
complishments as students; it’s 
that although our physical pres-
ence may be leaving the Univer-
sity, the people we’ve met — the 
people we value — are going to 
be with us, even after we walk 
the Lawn for the final time as 
undergraduates. Sometimes as 
fourth-years we worry and say 
things like “who will I really 
speak to after we graduate?”, but 
then I remember how we felt as 

first-years, scared about making 
our lifelong friends, and some-
how it all worked out. Three 
years later we’re wondering how 
we ever lived without those 
people we thought we would 
never meet. I think it will be the 
same thing for post-graduation, 
three years from now, at Young 
Alumni Reunions, Black Alum-
ni Reunions, Homecomings, etc. 
We’ll wonder why we were ever 
worried about something like 
that. 

So, enjoy every moment with 
these people who have become 
a part of your personal family,  
show them love. If you haven’t 
realized who those people are, 
there is still time; if you have,  
know that it may change, but in-
vest in the people who you love 
to be around now. These mo-
ments are precious.

Marymagdaline Onyango is a 
Fourth Year Trustee.

Peace, love and family
The most valuable aspect of our undergraduate experience is investing in the people around us

Marymagdaline Onyango
Guest Viewpoint

As life begins to pull us in different directions, 
it’s important to take the time to invest in those 

people we value.”

“
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We hear the phrase “partisan 
gridlock,” and we naturally as-
sume that it is a product of both 
Democrats and Republicans’ fail-
ures to find common ground and 
enter the negotiation table. The 
reasonable and balanced thing 
to do, we assume, is to distrib-
ute blame equally between the 
two parties. This view, however, 
is both misguided and misin-
formed and, upon further scruti-
ny of recent legislative impasses, 
we must realize that that Repub-
licans should bear most of the re-
sponsibility for gridlock.

However, sometimes the com-
mon explanation of legislative 
logjam on Capitol Hill rings true; 
indeed, the narrative that there 
are fewer moderates open to 
compromise in both parties is a 
political reality — in a powerful 
move, moderate Sen. Olympia 
Snowe (R-ME) announced her 
retirement in 2012 for this pre-
cise reason. Sometimes it’s even 
the case that President Obama 
and congressional Democrats 
have pushed through legislation 
without real, substantive nego-
tiation with Republicans. A par-
ticularly poignant example of this 
came when the President’s signa-
ture health law, the Affordable 
Care Act, passed upon strictly 
partisan lines (not a single Re-
publican in either chamber voted 
for the bill).

It must be understood, howev-
er, that many Americans’ assign-
ment of responsibility to both 
parties in roughly equal measure 
for the crisis of partisan gridlock 
ignores the potential for one-par-
ty obstructionism in America’s 
unique system of checks and bal-

ances. It also betrays a failure to 
engage with many of the biggest 
legislative news stories in recent 
years in a critical way. 

The long pernicious history of 
Republican obstructionism be-
gan with the historic election of 
America’s first African-American 
president. The Republican lead-
ership of Speaker John Boehner 
(R-OH) and House Majority 
Leader Eric Cantor (R-VA) has 
echoed Senate Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell (R-KY) when 
he said in an interview with the 
National Journal: “The single 
most important thing we want to 
achieve is for President Obama to 
be a one-term president.” Repub-
licans’ principal goal since 2009 

then has not been to pursue, or 
help along, a bipartisan legisla-
tive agenda that can help boost 
the economy and help the Ameri-
can people. The GOP leadership 
have thus prioritized partisan 
opposition to President Obama 
ahead of improving the nation 

they have been 
elected to serve.

R e p u b l i c a n 
hyper-partisan-
ship and ob-
structionism has 
extended beyond 
disturbing rheto-
ric. Senate Re-
publicans have 
used filibusters 
to such a gross 
extent that they 
have broken 
records in ob-

structionism: GOP filibustering 
has helped the 112th Congress 
become one of the least produc-
tive in history, passing a mere 561 
bills (the lowest number since 
these records started even be-
ing kept in 1947) and contribut-
ing to its deserved label of a do-
nothing, dysfunctional Congress. 
Admittedly, conservatism is 
predicated on passing fewer laws 
and slowing change, but this kind 
of legislative impotence is unac-
ceptable in an era of manifold 
public policy challenges (among 
these are a still rebounding 
economy, energy dependence, an 
ever-degrading environment and 
a broken immigration system). 
From 2009-2010, Senate Repub-

licans blocked some 375 House 
bills from ever even reaching a 
vote. In shocking displays of par-
tisanship, Republicans actually 
blocked votes on bills that would 
fund states’ efforts to help low-
income children attain access to 
critical eye examinations (the Vi-
sion Care for Kids Act) or help 
treat elder victims of psychologi-
cal or physical abuse (the Elder 
Abuse Victims Act). The GOP’s 
historic abuse of the filibuster 
culminated in Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) hav-
ing to use the historic nuclear op-
tion to end cloture votes on presi-
dential nominees.

Furthermore, instead of using 
their time to pass bipartisan bills 
to serve the American people, 
the House has initiated almost 
50 utterly futile, purely symbolic 
attempts to repeal Obamacare. 
Not only are Republicans wasting 
oceans of ink and forests of paper 
on these meaningless and always 
hopelessly unsuccessful repeal ef-
forts, they are also wasting time 
that could otherwise be spent 
trying to legislate on behalf of the 
constituents they represent. GOP 
lawmakers do this all as part of a 
hollow attempt to dismantle and 
reverse the effects of a law rooted 
in the Heritage Foundation’s pro-
posal, in the late 1980s, for an in-
dividual mandate in health care 
that would later be a hallmark 
of Massachusetts Governor Mitt 
Romney’s health care law for his 
state.

Following the Senate’s biparti-

san comprehensive immigration 
reform bill, GOP aversion to pos-
itive, substantive action reared 
its ugly head. With immigration, 
Speaker Boehner (R-OH), in a 
plainly partisan manner, didn’t 
even let comprehensive immi-
gration reform have a vote in the 
House. Scarily, Republicans’ po-
sition on the wrong side of public 
opinion in critical issues like im-
migration (74 percent of polled 
Americans believe that America 
either needs to completely re-
build its immigration system 
or make major changes to it) is 
working for them, in an electoral 
sense, so long as they maintain 
their virulent obstructionism. 
This way, those who don’t delve 
beyond news headlines will be 
seduced by the idea that con-
gressional Democrats are just as 
much to blame for the devastat-
ing legislative gridlock and that 
President Obama is a lame-duck, 
ineffective, partisan chief execu-
tive.

So let’s abandon the narrative 
that lazily assigns equal blame to 
both parties for a dysfunctional 
Congress and swallow the hard 
truth that one party puts its parti-
san, electoral objectives ahead of 
bipartisan, popular reform that 
the American people want and 
need from their elected represen-
tatives.

Ben Rudgley is a Viewpoint 
Writer.

Republican obstructionism
The lack of progress in Congress should be blamed primarily on the Republican Party

Ben Rudgely
Viewpoint Writer

Let’s swallow the hard truth that one party puts in 
its partisan, electoral objectives ahead of bipartisan, 
popular reform that the American people want and 

need from their elected representatives.”

“
The March 6, 2014 article in 

The Cavalier Daily regarding 
the percentage of Honor offense 
reports filed against minority 
students sets forth a view by the 
Honor Committee Chair as fol-
lows:

"Speaking to the possible 
causes of higher reporting against 
minorities, Berhle pinpointed 
three distinct problems: a lack of 
understanding among interna-
tional students, spotlighting of 
minority offenses and dimming 
of offenses committed by white 
students."

The Chairman's comment re-
garding "spotlighting" and "dim-
ming" is at best a disingenuous 
assessment of the cause of the 
problem. The discrepancies are 
what they are: disproportion-

ate suspected Honor offenses 
observed and reported to the 
Honor Committee. The notion 
that somehow faculty and oth-
ers reporting Honor offenses are 
discriminating against minori-
ties is a foolish and misguided 
assumption. Maintaining the 
Honor System at the University 
requires an ongoing educational 
effort amongst entering students 
and vigorous reporting of the 
outcome of Honor trials to en-
sure that the student body is well 
aware of the ongoing effort to 
combat violations of the Honor 
Code in a fair, unbiased and eq-
uitable manner.

-Harry R. Marshall, Jr, '61, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland

LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR:

follow

@CavDailyOpinion
on Twitter
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MOSTLY HARMLESS BY PETER SIMONSEN

THE ADVENTURES OF THE AMAZING <THE> A-MAN BY EMILIO ESTEBAN

MORE AWKWARD THAN SOME BY CHANCE LEE

SOLE SURVIVOR BY MICHAEL GILBERTSON

ACROSS

 1 Period just 
before dark

 5 Sprint

 9 Barnyard brayers

14 “Do ___ others 
as …”

15 ___-bitty

16 Goes like a 
racecar

17 Item 
accompanying 
a pencil in 
miniature golf

19 Em and Jemima

20 Judging 
component at a 
beauty pageant

21 Face-to-face 
exams

23 Hurled weapon

24 Money available 
for nonessentials

28 Poet Ogden

30 Hawaiian 
medicine man

31 C.I.O.’s partner

34 Lifeguard areas

37 When flights are 
due in, for short

38 Food, warmth or 
a cozy bed

42 See 33-Down

43 Hotel robe 
material

44 Cloud’s place

45 Samantha’s 
mother on 
“Bewitched”

48 ___ of Sandwich

50 Stuffed figure in 
a cornfield

53 Make sport of

57 Native of 
58-Across

58 The Last Frontier 
state

59 Beginning of a 
Flintstones cry

62 Gym locale … or 
feature of 17-, 
24-, 38- and 
50-Across

64 Premature

65 Elvis’s middle 
name

66 Many a new 
driver

67 High heels, e.g.

68 It’s often long at 
Disneyland

69 Dinner scraps

DOWN

 1 Does some light 
housework

 2 Take the lid off

 3 Embezzled, e.g.

 4 Like Hyundais or 
Kias

 5 Place to find wds.

 6 One thing ___ 
time

 7 Barber’s 
sharpener

 8 Nine-headed 
serpent of myth

 9 Red or pink 
bloom

10 Second-in-
command in a 
kitchen

11 Junior, to Senior

12 CPR expert

13 Leaky tire sound

18 Mesmerized

22 Noah’s 
construction

24 Position between 
second and third, 
informally

25 Hyundai and Kia

26 Cattiness

27 Quickly made, as 
a decision

29 Not worth a ___

31 Symptoms of 
rheumatism

32 Swiss currency

33 With 42-Across, 
help out

35 “To Kill a 
Mockingbird” 
author Harper

36 Item in the 
hardware 
department with 
a “+” or “–” on 
its head

39 So darned cute

40 ___ pro nobis

41 ___ Beach, S.C.

46 Pass-the-baton 
events

47 Fortunate card 
to have with a 
queen or king in 
blackjack

49 Makeshift shelter

51 Out of town?

52 Cheri formerly of 
“S.N.L.”

54 Fall bloomer

55 Sport with clay 
pigeons

56 Makes, as wages

58 Proactiv target

59 “You betcha!”

60 Response to a 
massage

61 Preppy, 
party-loving, 
egotistical male, 
in modern lingo

63 Swindle
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After most students set off for 
Spring Break March 7, members 
of the Ethiopian Student Union 
stayed behind in Charlottesville 
to raise money for the Ethiopian 
Rural Hospital Initiative.

ESU is a cultural and service-
oriented student group which 
aims to bring attention to health 
disparities in rural regions of 
Ethiopia and other developing 
nations.

“I think there is a definite 
shortage of health care and a 
great need to improve the access 
of care for many rural commu-
nities in Ethiopia,” second-year 

College student Jerusalem Me-
konnen said. “Continued support 
is vital for progress concerning 
the issue.”

For their initiative, ESU ex-
ecutive members researched ru-
ral regions in Ethiopia and con-
tacted prospective hospitals to 
form a partnership. Hiwot Fana 
Specialized University Hospital 
in the Harar region responded 
eagerly to ESU’s interest in pur-
chasing a phototherapy unit for 
the hospital. 

The initiative extends beyond 
the University community, part-
nering in their efforts with the 
chapter at Virginia Common-
wealth University.

ESU President Dawit Ayalew, 
a fourth-year College student, 

stressed the importance of ac-
complishing more than just mon-
etary goals. 

“With this project, we aimed 
to not only raise money for a 
medical device but also solidar-
ity, and [we wanted to] bring a 
global perspective [on] issues 
that pertain to health care to the 
larger University community,” 
Ayalew said.

Ethiopian Student Union 
plans to use the money from sev-
eral fundraising events to fund a 
Draeger Photo-Therapy 4000 de-
vice to tackle neonatal jaundice, 
an illness developed by infants 
who cannot process red blood 
cells in their livers. The ultravio-
let treatment prevents potential 
hearing loss, brain damage and 

infant mortality. 
The initiative comes at a steep 

price — $7,300 to purchase 
and install. The ESU has raised 
roughly $3,500 in the past two 
years and hopes to meet their 
goal by the end of this academic 
year. 

ESU has employed different 
strategies to raise the money — 
everything from selling football 
concessions to bar nights and co-
sponsorships with other student 
organizations.

With graduation looming, 
Ayalew aims to create ensure ESU 
has a presence in the University 
for years to come.

“I hope ESU grows to become 
an organization that brings to 
light the amazing cultural di-

versity that exists on Grounds,” 
Ayalew said. “An organization — 
through collaborations and co-
sponsorships — is able to break 
down cultural stigmas for a Uni-
versity culture that embraces cul-
tural diversity and engagement in 
the discussion of social and po-
litical matters affecting our uni-
versity and world alike.”

ESU Vice President Edel Tes-
sema, a third-year College stu-
dent, said ESU hopes to continue 
networking their mission outside 
Grounds and establish similar 
missions at other universities.

“ERHI was initially a pilot 
mission, so other ESUs at other 
schools can join,” Tessema said. 
“We hope it becomes a pattern 
other schools can catch onto.”

Ethiopian Student Union 
brings aid to Africa
Organization raises awareness, funds for Ethiopian Rural Hospital Initiative

Danaite Soquar
Feature Writer

First-year College student 
Schuyler Ebersol did not have a 
normal high school experience. 
For three years he suffered from 
Autonomic Neuropathy, a nerve 
disorder brought on by Lyme’s 
Disease, which rendered him un-
able to walk or attend school. To 
fill his time, he began writing.   

“I wrote to escape from [my 
illness],” Ebersol said. “Writing 
is just as fun as reading a book, 
playing a video game or watch-
ing a movie. I can control what 
happens.”

Ebersol wrote what later be-
came his first novel, "The Hid-
den World," during the medical 
leave of absence which excused 
him from his sophomore and 
junior years of high school. The 
main character in the novel is 
adopted into a wealthy family 

and leads a privileged life. Eber-
sol said his protagonist emulates 
components his own life was 
lacking at the time.

“The qualities of the main 
character are the opposite of me 
and my life in that period,” Eber-
sol said. “I made my main char-
acter do things I couldn’t do. He 
was popular and good at sports 
and I was never good at sports 
[because of my illness.]”

Furthermore, Ebersol charac-
terizing his protagonist as hav-
ing grown up in a privileged en-
vironment with no traumatic life 
circumstances.

“I was very frustrated grow-
ing up reading books with char-
acters all with bad backgrounds,” 
Ebersol said. “Why can’t they 
have a good life? “

Ebersol, after finishing his 
novel, decided to get it published. 
It took him eight months to find 
an agent and a year and a half to 
see the novel hit the stands. The 

tedious process did not deter him 
from writing additional novels, 
though.

“I’ve started over 50 books — 
five to 50 pages, anywhere in be-
tween,” Ebersol said. “I know it’s 
the right idea when I’m able to 
keep writing it.”

Ebersol has written four ad-
ditional novels and is 150 pages 
into his next project. Most of his 
stories take place in the realm of 
science fiction and fantasy.

“When I grew up, the biggest 
and most important literature to 
me was Harry Potter,” Ebersol 
said. “I wrote what I wanted to 
read. If you like Harry Potter, I 
think you would like something 
like this.”

Ebersol’s friend, first-year Col-
lege student Will Chisom, read 
his novel during Winter Break.

“I read it in a day and a half 
and I looked forward to read-
ing it every time I picked it up,” 
Chisom said. “If I didn’t know 

he wrote it, I would’ve thought a 
grown man did.”

Ebersol’s writing accomplish-
ments have also impressed oth-
ers.

“When I tell people [I’m an au-
thor], they’re impressed and they 
ask me, ‘Why did you even go to 
college?’” Ebersol said. “I’m inter-
ested in a lot of different things. I 
don’t just want to be an author.”

Between fraternity pledging 
and schoolwork, Ebersol said 
he only has time to write two to 
three times a week for a half hour 
or so — not as much as he would 
like.

“My illness seriously im-
pacted me — I didn’t have a life 
or friends," Ebersol said. "It put 
everything into serious perspec-
tive. Nothing is more important 
than health and now that I have 
that, I appreciate little things like 
being able to walk and hang with 
friends.”

Adversity unlocks ‘Hidden’ talent
Medical condition inspires first-year student to publish his first novel

Jess Crystal
Feature Writer

The Ethiopian Student 
Union has conducted 
various fundraisers 
to raise money for a 
phototherapy unit, which 
they plan to donate to the 
Hiwot Fana Specialized 
University Hospital in 
rural Ethiopia. 

Courtesy Nahom Goba

Courtesy Schuyler Ebersol

First-year College student Schuyler Ebersol 
published his first novel during a medical leave 
of absence in high school and has written four 
additional novels.



Who applies to Love Connection?
We get many, many more girls than boys. 

Taking a look at recent applications, we have 
roughly three girls for every boy. The over-
whelming majority are undergraduate students, 
with a pretty even distribution across the years.

How successful are the dates? How many actually 
form relationships?

The nature of dating is that most dates are 
going to flop, but we see at least a little chem-
istry as often as we could hope for. Some dates 
aren't quite as successful as we'd like, but some 
definitely work out! Karsten and Breanna, for 
example, rated the date a 9 and 9.5, respectively, 
after Karsten threw Breanna an elaborate picnic 
on the Lawn.

Then again, many remember Laura and 
Kurt. After getting accused of throwing two 
girls to the "wolves" for setting them up with 
Kurt, we have set a goal to find Kurt true, last-
ing love. With regard to relationships, it has 

been tough sledding. We have yet to have a true, 
lasting relationship, but we're keeping our fin-
gers crossed for that first love and maybe even 
a wedding!

Why don't you do gay love connections?
Actually, we do! We did one in February 

2013 between Bobby and Jason. There are two 
reasons, however, why you haven't seen more. 
First, in the post-date interview, both of the 
dates expressed the same sentiment: The com-
munity at the University that is openly LGBTQ 
and willing to have their sexuality in the paper 
is so small that they all already know each other. 
The second reason is simply a lack of applica-
tions. If you're interested, please send us a sur-
vey!

What is the rating system like? What is consid-
ered a good rating?

Many of our dates wonder this and are ner-
vous their rating will send the date the wrong 

message. Your typical we-had-a-nice-friendly-
time-but-no-sparks date will run about a 7. 
However, Bobby gave Jason a 0.1 on their date 
and Kurt and Laura exchanged 4s, while we 
have seen scores run as high as 9.5. If you need 
some advice on the score you are giving, we 
would reserve scores below 3 for being stood 
up, slobbered on or being taken to O'Hill. Dates 
in the 4 to 5 range are flops, but there was noth-
ing screaming "disaster!" Dates ranked 6 or 7 
are for those mediocre, unmemorable dates —
maybe cheating toward 7 if you'd say “hi” pass-
ing each other on McCormick. Scoring an 8 is 
generally solid, while anything above 8 indicates 
sparks flying, lust in the air and (hopefully) a 
second date. There seems to be a fear of giving 
10s, which we suppose means no date is perfect.

Do you set people up other than undergrads?
We do! In recent months, we have set up 

several grad students, inspiring a notable in-
crease in the number of female applicants. 

Graduate boys, if you're looking for love, per-
haps consider venturing a little closer to O'Hill 
and the AFC. We would also love to set up fac-
ulty or staff, so if your dreamy econ professor 
from last semester is longing for love, tell 'em to 
apply! If you also apply yourself, you might just 
find yourselves determining the marginal ben-
efit of an additional date. 

How do you determine matches?
We are hardly experts in the field of love, but 

we do use a few metrics. Before assessing your 
self-worth on the attractiveness of your date, 
however, know that we make extensive use of 
compatibility on the following three questions, 
statistically proven by dating site OkCupid to be 
among the best predictors of compatibility:

Do you like horror movies?
Have you ever (or will you ever) travel to an-

other country alone?
Wouldn't it be fun to chuck it all and go live 

on a sailboat?
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When I first started writing Love Connec-
tion in the fall of my second year, I couldn’t wait 
for all the matches of true love that I was sure 
I was going to set up. I had seen almost every 
romantic comedy ever made, read every great 
love story and even researched some self-help 
love books, much to the amusement of my 
family. I thought for sure that in a couple years, 
chapel bells would be ringing for the weddings 
of my skillfully selected matches. As time and 
several horrific matches have proved, find-
ing love is not as easy as movies may suggest. 
Dozens of matches later, here are some lessons 
I have learned that no romantic comedy could 
have taught me: 

1. There is no exact formula to love. This real-
ization has been one of the most difficult ones 
for me to grasp. I have tried to decompose, 
analyze and solve the mystery of love since the 
day I set up my first match. My attempts to 
work my experiences into a regression formula 
have been to no avail. The couple has to have 
enough things in common but not enough to 

make them bored with each other. Differences 
in opinion over religion and politics can spark 
interesting conversation, or they can go horribly 
wrong. Though it is easy to set up two people 
who will get along well, it is much more chal-
lenging to create that elusive spark of love. 

2. First impressions matter. Research shows 
that we form a steadfast judgment of a per-
son almost immediately after meeting them. I 
doubted this at first, but to my surprise, I came 
to discover how true this is. In a post-date inter-
view, I can usually tell how the date went in the 
first couple of questions. The first impressions 
people recount, whether good or bad, are often 
indicative of how they felt on the rest of the date. 
On Catherine and Brian’s date, he claimed “I felt 
like she wasn’t taking it seriously from the be-
ginning,” which was fairly representative of his 
final remarks that “it’s very unlikely that we’ll 
speak again.” Other first impressions were con-
siderably more positive. On Steve and Sarah’s 
first date, Steve took the initiative to make a 
sign to identify his date. Sarah later comment-

ed, “My first impression was really good. … I 
thought the sign was really sweet.” She was “re-
ally impressed” throughout the date. 

3. University students are not as sneaky as they 
think they are. Sending in Love Connection 
applications for their friends seems to be a fa-
vorite past time for University students. For a 
while, I wondered if it was on a secret list of 114 
things to do before you graduate. You have to 
appreciate the dedicated schemers who create a 
new fake e-mail address to make it seem more 
legitimate, but it’s hard to imagine someone 
legitimately responding to the question about 
deal breakers with: “None, I’m a man-whore.” 
Of course, I always enjoy the not-so-persuasive 
emails pleading, “Please don’t listen to Joe when 
he begs you not to match him. The world needs 
this to happen.” The confused and occasionally 
hostile return texts usually indicate otherwise. 
As hilarious as many fake submissions are, I 
have learned that they cause more trouble than 
they’re worth.

Allie Griswold and Alexander Stock
Love Gurus

Friendship is easy, lust is even easier, 
but love is really hard to find

LOVE CONNECTION: 

LOVE

ALLIE
Courtesy Allie Griswold

Courtesy Alex Stock

ALEX

1. Two people can experience the same date 
very differently. Remember Joe and Jes-
sica? Joe beamed, "I was certainly getting 
my flirt on. ... From the start we walked 
arm-in-arm," while Jessica wasn't so op-
timistic. She lamented that "He made 
me link my arm and that made me un-
comfortable, because I don't like being 
touched, especially by someone I don't 
really know." Many relationships can end 
on this basis of failed communication. 
While the first date may not be the time 
to give each other a frank appraisal of how 
you feel, that time will come and when it 
does, honesty can help to avoid some of 
the painstakingly awkward experiences 
that have played out in Love Connection.

2. Don't take your date to O'Hill. Medio-
cre-at-best pizza, ridiculously long lines 
and Double-Swipe Dean do not set the 
tone for a romantic evening. When Gary 

took Hanna to O'Hill in December, the 
date flopped. Hanna commented, "Be-
cause we were in O’Hill, it didn’t feel very 
intimate. We both saw our friends, and 
the big TV screen was pretty distract-
ing. After dinner, we walked out and said 
goodbye at the bottom." Splurging a few 
Plus Dollars at The Chop House does not 
count as romantic, boys. 

3. Take this opportunity! Imagine if all 
through elementary school, high school 
and college, you had submitted papers 
and never gotten any grades or feedback. 
That is exactly how dating goes; feedback 
is non-existent to hazy and you never re-
ally know whether what you are doing is 
making you more or less attractive. This 
is probably the only time you will ever get 
honest, frank feedback on your first-date 
skills, so why not sign up?

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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 Newly-founded student orga-
nization NETwork Against Malaria 
has been hard at work this semester 
fundraising  for life-saving bed nets 
for children and pregnant women of 
rural Uganda.

“We’re hoping for the success of 
the fundraising semester, and we 
hope we will able to do more as an 
organization both on Grounds and 
in terms of [securing] a big check to 
send to the national organization,” 
said group president Ben Rudgley, a 
second-year College student. “A prin-
ciple goal is to turn this into an effec-
tive chapter that raises money each 
semester for a really good cause.”

One of the group’s first fundrais-
ing events on Grounds was selling 
hand-made bracelets. Members of 
NETwork Against Malaria presented 
to sororities and other groups on 
Grounds to sell the bracelets and 
generate interest in the group and its 
purpose.

“[A couple of] principles that 
the organization is founded on are 
self-sustaining resources and micro-
finance [interactions] within these 

women the nets are given to,” said 
Grace Muth, a second-year College 
student and founder of the Univer-
sity’s NETwork chapter. “[Ugandan 
women and children] make the 
beads for the bracelets and then they 
send them to us. We sell them and 
then get them the money to buy the 
nets.”

Malaria is a cause of particular 
significance to Muth, whose interest 
in the subject piqued after she spent 
three months in Tanzania, an area 
that is adversely affected by the dis-
ease.

“I got an email about starting this 
club at U.Va. and I thought, ‘This is 
totally something I want to get in-
volved with because it’s very close to 
my heart,” Muth said.

Many of the group's members, 
though they may not have been to 
many of the African regions most af-
fected by malaria, aspire to visit after 
having worked with the organization.

“[Traveling to Africa] is definitely 
something that I’m interested in do-
ing, but there hasn’t been an oppor-
tunity [yet.]” Rudgley said.

Second-year College student Da-
vid Vorona said the organization's 
goal this semester is mostly outreach.

“We’re teaming up with or co-

sponsoring larger organizations on 
Grounds,” Vorona said. “Bracelets are 
a short-term investment. They will be 
used throughout our time at the Uni-
versity, but they won’t be our primary 
source of revenue.”

 The national organization pro-
vides chapters with initial fundrais-
ing ideas and supplies to get started. 
After finishing their bracelet sales, 
the University chapter hopes to set up 
an event centered around World Ma-
laria Day. They hope to join together 
with other student organizations and 
host one of their biggest fundraising 
events of the semester.

 “We’re going to get a bar night 
going on and get T-shirts,” Muth said. 
“We’re also hoping to partner with a 
couple of other organizations around 
Grounds during that time and hope-
fully be co-sponsored by other Afri-
can-oriented CIOs.”

Though the group just recently 
began its fundraising, results thus far 
have been successful. Members pre-
dict that with events later in the se-
mester, they will raise a large portion 
of their overall monetary goal for the 
semester.

“[Fundraising is] going really 
well, it’s super exciting,” Muth said. 
“We’ve had really great feedback.”

Both Muth and Rudgley are mem-
bers of The Cavalier Daily staff. Nei-

ther were involved in the writing or 
editing process of this article.

CIO sells bracelets to fund international efforts against malaria
Josslyn Chesson

Feature Writer

NETwork Against Malaria battles disease

Courtesy Network against Malaria

Newly-formed student organization NETwork Against Malaria sells bracelets to raise money for 
life-saving bed nets for women and children of rural Uganda. 
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