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To our readers:
After months of planning, we are 

pleased to present The Cavalier Dai-
ly’s much anticipated Special Edition 
Graduation Issue to commemorate 
the University of Virginia’s Class of 
2020. In this issue, you will find hum-
bling reflections from graduating 
students, stories of our community’s 
resilient response to the life-altering 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and uplifting congratulatory messages 
from families and friends supporting 
the newest class of college graduates. 
My hope is that you will find inspi-

ration from the stories chronicled in 
these pages. 

The global coronavirus pandemic 
has altered almost every aspect of our 
daily lives. Graduating students hop-
ing to walk the Lawn this weekend 
will instead watch a virtual ceremony 
from home while Final Exercises are 
delayed until the fall or next spring, 
entirely dependent on how the virus 
spreads. This year’s graduating class 
has experienced challenges unlike any 
other.

During this unprecedented time, 
The Cavalier Daily has shed light on 

important news and issues which af-
fect the University of Virginia and 
Charlottesville communities. We have 
told stories about essential healthcare 
staff and students working around 
the clock to keep us safe, internation-
al students who were unable to return 
home after U.Va. moved the semester 
online and University employees who 
were furloughed and no longer receiv-
ing paychecks. We have interviewed 
first-generation college graduates to 
highlight the significance of Final 
Exercises at U.Va. as well as students 
entering an uncertain job market. 

Local journalism is needed now 
more than ever to keep our communi-
ty informed, engaged and connected. 
Despite being away from Grounds, 
our 400-plus student volunteers at 
The Cavalier Daily have remained 
committed to serving our commu-
nity during this time apart by telling 
important stories. As a financially in-
dependent and entirely student-run, 
non-profit organization, The Cavalier 
Daily could not do our work without 
the support of the U.Va. community 
we have served since 1890.

Congratulations to the resilient 

Class of 2020, and thank you for help-
ing us “tell the history of now.” To all 
the graduating members of The Cav-
alier Daily staff, thank you for your 
commitment to keeping us connect-
ed. I wish you all the best!

Thank you again for reading Vir-
ginia’s oldest collegiate daily newspa-
per, The Cavalier Daily. Please stay 
safe and healthy during this historic 
public health crisis.
Sincerely,

Nik Popli, Editor-in-Chief, 131st 
term of The Cavalier Daily
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STAY INFORMED WITH THE CAVALIER DAILY
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connected during our time apart. Here is how you can stay up-to-date with our coverage:

1 Visit our website
The Cavalier Daily will continue to publish content online daily while our staff is away from Grounds. Visit 
http://cavalierdaily.com, which features a comprehensive section on our COVID-19 coverage.

Follow us on social media
Find us on Facebook (The Cavalier Daily), Twitter (@cavalierdaily) and Instagram (@cavalierdaily)2
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Students, educators reflect on the historic spring semester
Graduating and rising second-year students consider how the spring 2020 semester changed and how the future of education will improve

After an unprecedented 
spring 2020 semester marked by 
a transition to virtual instruc-
tion, students and professors 
alike are looking back and con-
sidering how future education 
will change.

‘I am overwhelmingly grate-
ful’ — Graduates discuss lost 
time 

For graduating fourth-year 
College student Lillie Lyon, the 
transition was difficult because 
she suddenly had to manage her 
studies in a different medium 
after years of studying in famil-
iar places on Grounds. While she 
found it harder to focus learning 
online, she felt the transition was 
successful given the challenging 
situation.

“It’s certainly odd to finish up 
this way, but I find comfort in 
the strength of the U.Va. commu-
nity and its creativity in finding 
ways to connect at a distance,” 
Lyon said.

Graduating fourth-year Col-
lege student Ben Borenstein also 
noted that while he managed to 
still get a quality education, the 
new format could not replicate 
the moments that the in-person 
University experience offers — 
like running into friends on the 
way to class or walking out of 
Clemons Library during Final 
Exams.

“It makes you appreciate the 
subtleties of the U.Va. experi-
ence,” Borenstein said. “It is im-
possible to replace organic inter-
action in a virtual setting.”

Part of the new reality of the 
transition was leaving Char-
lottesville. As an out-of-state 
student from Louisiana — which 
has been hit hard by COVID-19 
— returning home was not an 
option for graduating fourth-
year College student Mary Beth 
Barksdale. One of her biggest 
obstacles was finding a place to 
stay. Barksdale ended up relo-
cating to Durham, N.C. with her 
boyfriend, which meant her tran-
sition from the familiar college 
experience involved adjusting to 
a new learning format and a new 
living environment as well. 

But moving away from 
Grounds brings with it another 
challenge — leaving the Univer-
sity and its opportunities behind. 
While Barksdale understands 
that the change was necessary for 
public health precautions, she 
still feels that precious time from 

her last semester was lost.
“I can’t help but feel that 

something has been stolen from 
us,” Barksdale said. “These last 
months on Grounds that we so 
looked forward to, when much 
of the work was behind us, when 
plans for the future would be set-
tled, when we could solidify the 
friendships we hoped to make 
last, all were gone very suddenly.”

Despite completing her un-
dergraduate studies, Barksdale 
misses the University atmosphere 
that would properly celebrate 
graduating students’ accomplish-
ments. 

As graduating students aren’t 
able to physically walk the Lawn, 
a virtual degree conferral cer-
emony will be streamed online 
May 16 in a ceremony that will 
include degree conferrals and 
performances. Additionally, the 
option for an in-person celebra-
tion on the Lawn is tentatively 
rescheduled to take place in ei-
ther October 2020 or May 2021 
depending on whether the state 
of public health permits such 
large gatherings. 

“What’s left is a sort of hole 
where there should have been 
celebration and excitement,” 
Barksdale said.

Like Barksdale, Lyon also 
misses the chance to enjoy her fi-
nal weeks at the University. How-
ever, students are still grateful 
for the time spent on Grounds.

“When I think about U.Va. — 
the past three and a half years 
and the time we’re missing there 
now — I am overwhelmingly 
grateful for the education and 
opportunities I’ve received, the 
people I’ve met and the memories 
I’ve made,” Lyon said.

For Borenstein, this ending to 
his undergraduate career made 
him appreciate the unique com-
munity of the University, some-
thing he will cherish long into 
the future.

“U.Va is not just academic 
coursework, it is a cohesive expe-
rience made amazing by so many 
awesome people … and I don’t 
think anyone will take that for 
granted going forward,” Boren-
stein said.

‘It’s unfortunate … but it was 
needed’ — First-year students 
reflect on unusual finish for the 
beginning of their University 
studies

During the spring 2020 semes-
ter, rising second-year College 

student Joshua Faggert took a 
chemistry class and believes that 
his greatest challenge during the 
switch was completing lab sim-
ulations. He feels there is a dis-
tinct difference between sitting 
in a lab on Grounds while com-
pleting problem sets compared to 
the simulations he does at home.

“It’s just not really easy to re-
place that in-person learning and 
experience, the hands on experi-
ence, with our current technolo-
gy,” Faggert said. “[The lab simu-
lations] just kind of moving your 
mouse around and clicking on 
things whereas in the lab you’re 
using tactile skills and you’re 
hands-on.”

Rising second-year College 
student Jeremy Odrich also 
found the transition to be chal-
lenging, saying it was hard to stay 
up to date with assignments and 
lectures.

“It’s difficult to adjust to hav-
ing class online,” Odrich said. 
“Some were live. It can be a lit-
tle awkward when you do that. It 
holds you accountable since you 
have to be on time. But when lec-
tures were pre-recorded, I’d take 
longer to digest the information 
than at school because you’re 
more prone to distraction.”

Faggert noted that not being 
able to talk with a professor or 
classmates in-person made it 
harder to stay on top of tasks and 
information. He proposed that a 
possible solution — should on-
line learning continue — would 
be for professors to centralize in-
formation by using Collab more 
frequently to track assignments 
and resources for students day-
to-day, rather than having in-
structors deliver all information 
in-person.

Despite the difficulties, Fag-
gert believes the University fol-
lowed the proper course of action 
and thinks he was still able to re-
ceive a satisfactory education.

“I would say it’s unfortunate 
that we have to switch to online, 
but it was needed,” Faggert said. 
“And although it is more difficult 
in some aspects to learn and do 
the same things that you do at 
the University online, it’s not the 
end of the world and there is still 
value you can get out of it if you 
focus and try your best to contin-
ue learning.”

Odrich agreed with Faggert 
and acknowledged that the Uni-
versity was faced with a hard task 
that played out in a short amount 

of time. 
“It’s very easy as students to 

be critical of classes, but it’s also 
difficult for professors to teach 
online,” Odrich said. “But we are 
all in the same boat to a certain 
degree … They did their best to 
make the transition as smooth as 
possible.”

‘One of the most extraordi-
nary things I’ve seen’ — Educa-
tors react to overhaul of the tra-
ditional classroom 

College Dean Ian Baucom said 
he was impressed by the flexibil-
ity of his over-900-person fac-
ulty to adjust to the COVID-19 
pandemic’s obstacles. Baucom 
emphasized that given the ex-
traordinary circumstances, the 
College rose to the occasion.

“The transition to virtual in-
struction was one of the most 
extraordinary things I’ve seen 
in my higher education career,” 
Baucom wrote in an email state-
ment to The Cavalier Daily. “The 
commitment our faculty made 
to get up to speed on new tech-
nologies and new, online modes 
of interacting with students was 
remarkable.” 

Like Baucom, Engineering 
Dean Craig Benson was impressed 
with his school’s response. He is 
grateful for educators’ dedication 
and drive to teach students, no 
matter the circumstance.

“I have just been struck by the 
way people responded to this,” 
Benson said. “There was not one 
grousing, not one complaint. 
People said, ‘You know, our stu-
dents are important to us. This is 
a public health crisis. I’m going 
to step up and deliver.’ ”

Despite the College’s best ef-
forts, Baucom also recognizes the 
limitations that come with learn-
ing online. To him, one aspect of 
a University education that can-
not be replicated online is the 
fostered sense of community.

“By this I’m talking about the 
informal interactions that occur 
in the moments outside of class-
es; the unanticipated, impromp-
tu conversations that take off 
during the course; an instruc-
tor’s ability to facilitate informal 
study groups and more,” Baucom 
said. “We know how important 
this is to the U.Va. experience, 
and we are thinking carefully 
about how to replicate that on-
line.”

Physics Prof. Lou Bloom-
field was challenged with how 

to recreate the experience of 
live demonstrations and discus-
sions to an online platform. He 
combatted this issue by posting 
YouTube videos and hosting vol-
untary Zoom discussion sessions 
during regularly-scheduled class 
meetings.

“Those who came to the dis-
cussion sessions got to think 
through and respond to many 
questions about the material,” 
Bloomfield wrote to The Cav-
alier Daily. “Those who stayed 
with me seemed to find it a rel-
atively seamless transition and 
even reasonably fun.” 

The change also required en-
suring that all students had ac-
cess to receive their virtual in-
struction despite obstacles like 
lack of internet access. Univer-
sity efforts have included pro-
viding hotspots and laptops for 
students who would otherwise be 
unable to get online. 

For Benson, making sure all 
students received the same ed-
ucational experience after the 
transition was crucial and, to 
him, they were successful in con-
necting students to necessary 
tools. This meant considering 
student needs from instruction 
and developing the curriculum, 
to providing WiFi hotspots for 
students to have access to their 
education.

“Whatever it might be — we 
made that available,” Benson 
said. “I didn’t want resources … 
getting in the way of [an educa-
tion].”

If virtual instruction contin-
ues, Baucom will consider all op-
tions to ensure all students have 
an equal opportunity.

“This is such an important 
question, and I can’t emphasize 
enough how vital it is to get this 
right,” Baucom said. “We have 
been addressing these issues on 
an ongoing basis, and now that 
we’ve all experienced the array 
of issues, we’re committed to 
helping faculty design and teach 
courses which are ever-more in-
clusive.”

Paige Waterhouse contributed to 
this article.

Patrick Roney | Senior Writer
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U.Va. seeks student perspectives on fall 2020
A University-wide survey proposes three options and suggests several “community-building” activities 

The recent creation of the Fall 
2020 Committee has left students 
anxiously anticipating when, how 
and if they will return to Grounds 
for the fall semester. To guide this 
committee in making decisions, 
Dean of Students Allen Groves 
sent an email May 3 inviting ris-
ing second, third and fourth-year 
students to participate in a survey 
regarding potential proposals for 
the fall.

“The biggest thing that we 
wanted to really try to gain from 
this survey is agency,” said Ja’Mel 
Reed, a third-year College stu-
dent who serves as the sole student 
representative on the committee. 
“Students do not have the agency 
that they deserve right now and by 
administering this survey we want 
every single student to feel like 
their words are being heard by this 
committee.”

The survey asks students to 
provide responses — indicating 
the degree to which they agree 
or disagree with the potential 
to adapt and the likelihood they 
would enroll for Fall 2020 — for 
three different scenarios for the 
fall semester, the first of which 
entails splitting the semester into 
two seven-week modules. In this 
proposal, “intensive” classes would 
take place during one of the seven 
week periods, while other classes 
would last for the entirety of the 
semester. According to the survey, 
the online format of these inten-
sive courses would allow other 
classes to take place in-person.

The second proposal suggests 
pushing the semester back by one 
month — an option which could 
shorten the length of fall break, 
winter break or spring break or 
end up changing the end date of 
the academic year. The third prop-
osition keeps the semester dates 
the same, but requires that stu-
dents take courses online to start, 
with potential to gradually transi-
tion to in-person classes. 

The survey also asks if students 
would be prepared to take class-
es up until 10 p.m. at night and 
on weekends in order to resume 
in-person classes. It also proposes 
several community-building activ-
ities, including a weekly speaker 
series and offering workshops to 
students.

Of the three options for the 
fall semester that were included, 
Reed said that he would prefer any 
scenario that allows students to re-
turn to Grounds, regardless of any 
social distancing or other require-
ments that might mean. 

It is not yet clear whether stu-
dents will be able to return to 
Charlottesville in the fall, howev-

er. Reed noted that the committee 
is subject to the decisions of health 
officials, Virginia Governor Ralph 
Northam and President Donald 
Trump.

In the event that in-person 
classes do not resume, Reed spec-
ified several improvements he 
would like to see made to online 
learning. Though he said that for 
the most part, professors handled 
the transition to remote learning 

to the best of their abilities, he 
would like to see more inclusion of 
students who have to work while 
at home in order to help support 
their families.

Reed also emphasized the op-
portunity for both professors and 
the University to innovate given 
this unique situation. 

“This is a great learning mo-
ment for professors and the Uni-
versity to really sit down rethink 
the way it teaches and educates 
individuals and the accessibili-
ty that comes with online learn-
ing,” Reed said. “Professors have a 
unique privilege in this situation 
to create a groundbreaking learn-
ing environment for students — all 
students.”

Reed, the incoming co-chair 
of Housing and Residence Life, 
brings with him knowledge from 
his work as a Resident Advisor, in-
cluding familiarity with the Uni-
versity’s resources and interactions 
with residents of a wide-range of 
backgrounds.

“We are fortunate to have 
Ja’Mel Reed as a student represent-
ative,” said Brian Coy, assistant 
vice president for communications 

and University spokesperson. “He 
is doing an exceptional job repre-
senting student voices.”

Student Council President El-
len Yates, a third-year College stu-
dent, praised Reed’s diligence as a 
member of the University commu-
nity, but said that it was insuffi-
cient for just one student to serve 
on a committee whose recommen-
dations will have a significant im-
pact on the lives of students. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic has 
had differing impacts on the many 
different students who attend 
U.Va. and it is essential that there 
are a multitude of perspectives 
and experiences represented when 
these important decisions are be-
ing made,” Yates said. “It is abso-

lutely imperative that the voices 
of diverse members of faculty and 
staff — including contracted work-
ers — are included in these conver-
sations.”

Specifically, Yates noted that 
the committee should include 
representation from the graduate 
student population, marginalized 
groups and student workers be-
yond Housing and Residence Life. 

Reed acknowledged that more 

student involvement in important 
decisions is helpful and said that 
even though he is trying his best, 
he is not and cannot be represent-
ative of everyone. For that reason, 
he emphasized that he would love 
for students to reach out to him 
with questions, as well as provide 
their perspective by responding to 
the survey.

Reed also noted that he thinks 
the committee has made an effort 
to seek out student perspectives. 

“[They] want to know 
everything students are thinking 
about the situation — all students, 
not just students who are on fi-
nancial aid or students who are 
legacies — students from all walks 
of life,” Reed said. “That has been 

really welcoming.”
The decision to receive student 

input comes after some students 
voiced that they were not ade-
quately consulted when the Uni-
versity enacted its revised grading 
policy for the semester. The new 
system implemented CR/GC/NC 
with the ability to opt-in for letter 
grades, and students were required 
to opt-in for grades by April 28 — 
the last day of classes, before they 
had taken final exams and received 
their final grades.

The Fall 2020 Committee will 
also be considering potential 
changes to tuition among other 
efforts to mitigate financial losses. 
Coy said the committee has not 
decided on any changes to tuition, 
but noted that it is one of many op-
tions in consideration as the group 
works to determine what the fall 
semester is going to look like.

Reed noted that he was not 
sure of the cost of online learning 
itself, but said that he’d like to see 
tuition lowered to make education 
accessible to all students, especial-
ly those who have to work during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. He said 
that the committee is also open to 
considering this. 

“I think that the committee is 
not averse to having that discus-
sion [about lowering tuition],” 
Reed said. “I’m really excited to see 
how the committee takes student 
input when it comes to tuition.”

Yates also noted that she was 
in support of lowering tuition and 
emphasized that while the Uni-
versity is suffering financial losses 
from the COVID-19 pandemic, so 
are students and their families.

“The way to show solidarity 
with students and the broader 
U.Va. community is not to raise 
tuition,” Yates said. “The finan-
cial stress the University is facing 
should not be passed on to stu-
dents.”

Moving forward, Yates noted 
that she would like to see adminis-
trators take into account the 12 de-
mands listed in the recent petition 
created by student activists, which 
Student Council endorsed.

The Fall 2020 Committee has 
been split into subgroups charged 
with smaller tasks. They aim to 
provide University President Jim 
Ryan and his senior leadership 
team with the information needed 
to make a decision about the fall 
semester by mid-June. 

Students have until May 18 to 
provide their responses to the sur-
vey, and results will be released to 
the public.

Eva Surovell | Staff Writer

EMMA HITCHCOCK  |  THE CAVALIER DAILY
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The University will host a Virtual Cel-
ebration and Degree Conferral for the 
Class of 2020 on Saturday, May 16, start-
ing at 1 p.m. Eastern time. The virtual 
ceremony will feature elements of a tradi-
tional Final Exercises, including remarks 
from University President Jim Ryan and 
the conferral of degrees, as well as perfor-
mances from students and two surprise 
world-class entertainers. 

An email was sent from Class of 2020 
President Omar Elhaj and Vice President 
Ginny Brooks to all graduating students 
May 11, congratulating them on finishing 
the year strong and providing them with 
details about the ceremony. 

“Although we graduate in very differ-
ent circumstances than we expected, it is 
an incredible accomplishment nonethe-
less,” the email read. “We commend you 
for finishing your time at U.Va. despite 
the adversity, and hope you and yours are 
safe and well.” 

The approximately 30-minute virtu-
al celebration will begin with a perfor-
mance by the first surprise entertainer 
and be followed by a Year-in-Review vid-
eo. Then the deans of all 12 schools will 
confer degrees to the Class of 2020, in-
cluding August and December 2019 grad-
uates. After a student-led performance, 
Ryan will deliver reflective remarks, and 
then the second surprise entertainer will 
perform before the ceremony concludes 
with a rendition of “The Good Old Song” 
by the University Singers. 

The event will be livestreamed across 
a variety of platforms including the social 
media accounts of the University, Presi-
dent Ryan, the Office of Major Events 
and The Cavalier Daily. A recording can 
be accessed afterwards from the Univer-
sity.

“I’m glad the university is still provid-
ing a virtual celebration on the day of the 
event,” said graduating fourth-year Col-
lege student Elizabeth Chung. “For many 
of us, we’ve had May 16 scheduled in our 
calendars for months, so even though we 
won’t be having an in-person celebration 
till later, it’s nice to still be able to cele-
brate on that specific day.” 

Despite not being able to celebrate 
in-person with their fellow classmates, 
graduating students have planned their 
own celebrations with their families on 
Saturday. Chung is doing a Zoom toast 
with her family, complete with balloons 
and a nice dinner afterward. 

Graduating fourth-year College stu-
dent Emily Angelotti’s family ordered 
wine from Veritas, a Charlottesville win-
ery, and a representative will walk them 
through a virtual tasting. 

“Family members from all over the 
U.S. are ordering the wine and joining in, 
which is cool because a lot of them wer-
en’t planning to travel to Virginia for my 
graduation,” Angelotti said. “It’s fun that 
we’re able to include everyone in the cel-
ebration.”

This week, graduating students and 
their families are encouraged to use the 
hashtag #UVAGrad on their social media 
posts and a collection of which will be 
featured on the Class of 2020 celebration 
website. Students can also access their 
school’s celebration-specific page on the 
website. 

While the celebration marks the con-
clusion of the academic year, it is not a 
substitute for the traditional Final Exer-
cises, which is tentatively scheduled to 
be held on Grounds from October 9-11. 
If circumstances do not permit Final Ex-
ercises to be held this fall, a second date 
has been set for next spring, from May 28 
to 30. 

“The best part of graduation is being 
with your friends and family and saying 
one last bye to the people and places that 
have shaped you over the past four years,” 
Chung said. “That is not something you 
can replicate over a virtual celebration.” 

The message to the Class of 2020 rec-
ommended against making travel plans 
for October until a final decision has 
been announced. President Ryan will fol-
low up next month with more definitive 
information about Final Exercises. 

U.Va. to host virtual 
graduation ceremony for 

Class of 2020
The ceremony will be livestreamed on various platforms and feature two 

surprise guest performances

Maryann Xue | Senior Writer

ANGELA CHEN | THE CAVALIER DAILY

Receive our complimentary food or drink when 
you order with the Silk Thai Restaurant App 
(Available now through the app store)

3 convenient ways to order online:
1. Through the Silk Thai Restaurant app 
2. V isit 
charlottesville.silkthairestaurant.com
3. Text SILK THAI to 33733

Valid for Dine in Only

ADVERTISEMENT
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For many graduating fourth years, 
the end of final exams and presence 
of national stay-at-home orders have 
created the perfect space for reflec-
tion on their time at the University. 
Five fourth years — all graduating 
with STEM degrees — share their 
unique journeys to the diploma they 
will eventually receive on the Lawn. 

From engagement in nursing 
clinicals to engineering clubs to on-
Grounds religious fellowships, these 
students all recognize that learning 
outside of the classroom has taught 
them just as much as learning inside 
of the classroom. 

For nursing student Eleni La-
zarides, who originally wanted to 
work in trauma or intensive care 
units, it was her clinical rotations that 
made her realize her true passion in 
nursing. 

“I got into my clinicals and real-
ized that I was kind of overwhelmed 
by [trauma and ICU units] and much 
preferred being with kiddos and pre-
ferred my time in outpatient settings 
rather than the Trauma One units,” 
Lazarides said. “I was very surprised 
when I realized I loved my communi-
ty clinical and loved spending time in 
schools, and the Battle building out-
patient clinics. That’s when I realized 
that that’s what I wanted to do — 
the teaching side of nursing, patient 
counselling — the stuff that I thought 
I’d not be as interested in I realized is 
what I love about this field.” 

Her advice to first-year students 
encourages them to embark upon a 

similar journey of exploration — one 
where they explore many of the Uni-
versity’s opportunities and engage 
deeply with those they truly love.

“Don’t be afraid to try stuff out, 
don’t be too quick to say no to some-
thing and if you have an interest in 
something, get involved in some kind 
of group or take an elective,” said Laz-
ridies. “But on the flip side, once you 
find what you love, find a few things 
you really care about and pour into 
those communities.”

According to computer science 
student Daniel Patel — who is grad-
uating two years early as a second 
year — his time with the Reformed 
University Fellowship has matured 
him and made him a better person — 
largely due to the people he has met 
through it. Recognizing that people 
are what has made his University ex-
perience, his advice to incoming first 
years is to connect with one another.

“Seek out community because 
it helps to have a bunch of people 
you can spend time with,” Patel 
said. “Take school seriously, but it 
doesn’t have to be the main focus of 
everything because community is im-
portant.” 

For Alara and Aleyna Bedir — 
twin sisters and engineering students 
in systems and civil engineering, re-
spectively — it was the discovery of 
this community that made the Uni-
versity their home. As they faced the 
uncharted waters that come with 
being first-generation immigrants 
and college students, the Center for 

Diversity in Engineering provided 
them with mentorship, friendship 
and academic support.

“Our first year, Aleyna and I 
roomed separately, but we gravitat-
ed toward each other a lot because 
we didn’t know where to turn when 
we had the pressures of engineering 
and all the imposter syndrome that 
comes from that,” Alara said. “We 
didn’t expect it to be that tough — I 
wish we had known about the Center 
for Diversity in Engineering, because 
now as upperclassmen, we’re really 
involved with the center and men-
toring and we make sure people have 
those people to turn to.” 

Aleyna also credited the center 
with helping give her a voice. Accord-
ing to Aleyna, the rigors of engineer-
ing can make it difficult for first-gen-
eration students and immigrants who 
are experiencing college — and a new 
country — for the first time in their 
families.

“Being first-generation, all the 
goals we wanted to achieve were set 
100 percent by us,” Aleyna said. “We 
didn’t have a lot to fall back on, but 
the Center for Diversity in Engineer-
ing has been amazing.”

Biomedical engineering student 
Alma Rivera found a similar com-
munity in the engineering school 
through the Society for Hispanic En-
gineers — an organization that pro-
motes STEM throughout hispanic 
and LatinX communities.  

“When I first got to U.Va., it was a 
big culture shock,” Rivera said. “The 

food was different, the environment 
was different and at first I didn’t re-
ally feel like I belonged, but over time 
I was able to carve out a space for me 
and make it my own.”

Rivera also cited teaching a 
one-credit course called Race and Di-
versity in Engineering as a transform-
ative experience for her — a time 
when she felt especially connected to 
the University community.

“It was a moment where I was in 
my element and I felt like I really be-
longed,” Rivera said.

But for Rivera — whose goal is to 
become a doctor in family medicine 
or public health — it was her child-
hood that sparked her passion for sci-
ence and medicine in the first place. 

“Growing up, my family did not 
have good access to healthcare,” Ri-
vera said. “There was this gap in my 
community and [that] really affected 
it, so I always wanted to contribute 
to the health of my community and 
lessen that gap, especially in terms of 
providing good healthcare to minor-
ities.” 

However, Rivera recognized that 
if she had not come to the University, 
she might not have become the per-
son she is today — or gained the skills 
she needed to pursue her passion for 
helping others.

“I don’t think I would have ex-
panded my worldview as much [if I 
had not come to the University],” Ri-
vera said. “At U.Va., I was constantly 
out of my comfort zone, and at some 
point, you become comfortable with 

the thought of being uncomfortable, 
and I think that will be really key for 
me going forward and handling all 
kinds of situations.”

Lazarides also felt that the Uni-
versity has shaped her in ways that 
could not have been achieved any-
where else.

“I would be an entirely different 
person [if I had not come to the Uni-
versity], Lazarides said. “[Reformed 
University Fellowship] was huge 
for me and my personality — I have 
opened up a lot and have learned how 
to be more vulnerable, and leaps and 
bounds I’ve grown in my relationship 
to God.”

According to Lazarides, the Uni-
versity also gave her a love of learning 
and the skills she needed to become 
an independent adult. 

“I can’t imagine life not having 
gone to U.Va. — I just can’t,” Lazarides 
said.

Lazarides plans to take her nurs-
ing licensure examination within the 
coming months so that she can begin 
work as a nurse in the fall. Patel has 
applied to several graduate computer 
science programs, but hopes to begin 
the University’s masters in comput-
er science program in the fall. Alara 
and Aleyna Bedir have both accept-
ed engineering positions in northern 
Virginia and plan to room together as 
they begin their post-college lives. Ri-
vera will be attending medical school 
at the University of Texas at Austin 
in June. 

COURTESY ALMA RIVERA, ALARA BEDIR & ALEYNA BEDIR

Alma Rivera (left) and twins Aleyna and Alara Bedir — all graduating with Engineering degrees — recognize how their STEM classes have grown them as students and people.

Graduating STEM students reflect on four years
Their paths to higher education were different, but these students all recognize the impact the University — and its people —  has had on their lives 

Callie Freeman | Health & Science Editor

HEALTH & SCIENCE



CONGRATS
U.Va. Class 

of 2020!
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Alexandra Caissa Dizon

You did it! You’ve blazed your own path 
to this culmination. We cannot be more 
proud of what you’ve accomplished. 
Shine bright. Love you. Congratulations!

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Aaron Taylor

Aaron Matthew Taylor,
Your entire family is so proud of you and all that 
you have accomplished. May God continue to 
guide and protect you as you pursue your dreams. 

UVA CLASS OF 2020

We love you, 
Mom, Dad, Christopher, Johnathan, and Nicholas

Caitlin Magro

From the first day of preschool. . .until 
the last day of college. . .you have KEPT 
us proud! 

UVA CLASS OF 2020

We love you, Caitlin. . . “The Squad”

Chino Anukwuem

Congratulations dear daughter!! We love you so 
much and are very proud of you. As you look to-
wards your future in law school, may God continue 
to guide you in all your endeavors. 

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Love, mom and dad

Patrick Baratta

Congratulations, Patrick! We are so 
proud of you and wish you much success 
and happiness in the years ahead! 

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Love, Mom, Dad, Elizabeth and William

Overton Ragland

Overton,
Congratulations! We are so proud of you and 
your accomplishments! We are excited for 
your next steps. 

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Love, Mom, Dad, Victoria and Grandparents

Nick Smith

Congratulations!
“You don’t change the world with the ideas in 
your mind, but with the conviction in your 
heart.” ~ Bryan Stevenson 

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Love, Mom and Dad

Samuel Bachman

Sorry COVID-19 hit during your final 
semester and affected final exercises and 
job searches. We love you and are proud 
of you.

UVA CLASS OF 2020

To the 2020 Graduating 
Managing Board Members 
and Staffers of The 
Cavalier Daily
Congratulations and Thank You.

Congratulations on successfully completing your degrees at our beloved 
and distinguished University.
Thank you for preserving the free flow of information under incredi-
ble duress during the COVID Grounds closure and organizing remote 
real-time reporting – recognized nationally for your wonderful efforts.
Thank you for your dedication to independent student journalism 
in four years of great challenges – covering with distinction the Lee 
statue riot, the University changes in leadership and the other myriad 
issues facing you and your peers in the academy and beyond.
Thank you for the inspiration you have provided alumni like my col-
leagues on the Board of Directors of The Cavalier Daily, Inc., and me 
for your conscientiousness and dedication not just to journalism but to 
the financial preservation of independent student voices at the Univer-
sity in a time of disruption for legacy media.
You chronicled the highs – a national basketball, a football 
Orange Bowl bid and lacrosse championship – and some lows, 
all with an inclusive approach to student participation in your 
news columns and dedication on a voluntary basis – often 40 
hours a week or more among the Managing Board’s leaders.
John Lumpkin, ’71, Arts and Sciences, and vice chair, Cavalier 
Daily, Inc.

Savannah 
Edwards

Savannah, you have 
accomplished so much 
extra while striving for 

and achieving your goals. 
We are so proud and 

happy for you. Looking 
forward to your next 

adventure. 

Love, Mom, Dad, Hunter 
& Tiger

UVA CLASS OF 2020

from your friends and loved ones
MORGAN HALE | THE CAVALIER DAILY

CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATES



Holly Jenkins

Congratulations Holly Leighann Jen-
kins!! Class of 2020 from the University 
of Virginia.

UVA CLASS OF 2020

 -Love your family & friends

CONGRATULATIONS, LINDSEY!

We are so proud of your many accomplishments and 
love the woman you have become. Your UVA journey 
has been amazing - from DJ gigs in South Africa and 
Charlottesville, Echols Ambassador presentations, 
winning TEDx talks on AI and tech equity in the 
Rotunda, and academic research - to your initiation 
into the IMP Society and “Music Matters” series, 
“Transatlantic Turn Up” and “Around Hip Hop Live 
Cafe at UVA” music events. You left no stone un-
turned! Your intellect, creativity, wisdom and drive 
are admirable. Your dreams are big and your actions 
are even bigger. And, your kindness, love of family, 
friends, nature and humanity, and impish sense of 
humor make our hearts smile.

We wish you love, happiness, health, inner peace and 
wealth - always.

UVA CLASS OF 2020

LINDSEY SHAVERS

We love you! 
Mommy, Daddy, Sydney, Max & 
#ShaversNation

Thursday, May 14, 2020 | 9CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATES

Dear Kayla, You are an amazing 
young woman, and we are 
incredibly proud of you! You 

KAYLA FYOCK have persevered through these 
four years at UVA with focus 
and a diligent work ethic to 
achieve a major in both Foreign 
Affairs and Sociology. “Your 
knowledge suffices, and we smack 
our hands!” ConGRADulations! 

You have our love, prayers, 
and support, always – Mama, 
Daddy, and Kamy

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Randy White

Congratulations! Randy White graduat-
ing class of 2020 from the University of 
Virginia with high honors. 

UVA CLASS OF 2020

From your proud parents, brother, and friends.

Sean Peñaranda
UVA CLASS OF 2020

Congratulations, Sean! We are so proud 
of all of your accomplishments; we love 
you!
Love, Mom, Dad, Brigitte and Arielle

Aaron Taylor
UVA CLASS OF 2020

Your California Family is super proud 
of you and can’t wait until your career 
brings you closer to us! Congratulations 
on your dual degree!
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FALL 2019 

SPRING 2020 

FALL 2019 

SPRING 2020 

JaRhonda 
Roberts

Congratulations baby girl! We 
are so proud of everything you 
have accomplished. It was never 
easy but you dared not to give 
up. Always remember you are 
braver than you believe. Stronger 
than you seem. Smarter than you 
think and loved more than you 
know. You are truly a beautiful 
and amazing rose that grew from 

concrete !

 Love always, your family

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Holly Jenkins

Holly, we are so proud of what you have 
accomplished these last two years!  You have 
pushed hard to finish your studies and earn 
your Bachelor’s degree while working full 
time and raising Alianna!  We love you!!!

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Sean Hagerup
UVA CLASS OF 2020

Congratulations, Sean!! We love you so 
much and are excited for your Wisconsin 
adventure! 
Love Dad, Mom, Ais and Colin

Claire Allard
UVA CLASS OF 2020

Congratulations Claire! We are so proud 
of what you have achieved and are 
excited for your future adventures!
Love always, Mom and Dad

Aaron Taylor
UVA CLASS OF 2020

CONGRATULATIONS AARON TAYLOR
”You have brains in your head. You have feet 
in your shoes. You can steer yourself any 
direction you choose.” 
Love from Dr. Seuss and a very Proud Nana

Matthew Cousins
UVA CLASS OF 2020

We pray you’ll always cherish fond mem-
ories of four stellar years as a Cavalier. 
We’re incredibly proud parents and love 
you very much. WAHOOWA Forever!

David King
UVA CLASS OF 2020

Congratulations David! So proud of all you’ve 
done and the man you’ve become. We’ve 
loved being on this journey with you and are 
excited for your next adventures! 
Love you- Mom, Dad, & Thayer
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UVA CLASS OF 2020

Brooke Brady - Media Studies
Charlotte Saul - Cognitive Science
Alicia Furlan - Global and Middle

Eastern Studies

“Some people arrive and make such a beautiful impact 
on your life, you can barely remember what life was like 

without them.” 
~ Anna Taylor

College of Arts and Sciences
Madeline Myrtetus - Kinesiology 
Morgan Quinn - Youth and Social 

Innovation

Charlotte Brake - Public Policy and Leadership ~ 
Global Development Studies

Megan Dombrowski - Public Policy and 
Leadership ~ Security and Justice

Courtney Halle - Public Policy and Leadership ~ 
Global Public Health

MAX PATTEN | THE CAVALIER DAILY

Curry School of Education

Frank Batten School of Leadership and Public Policy
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Not all stars are in the sky! You are proof of that! Every 
day you make us more proud. You’ve put your heart, your 
talents, your perseverance, and your determination into 

achieving something HUGE! 
“Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans 

will succeed.” Proverbs 16:3
Congrats on being a McIntire School of Commerce 

Grad!!! WOW! You’ve turned your dreams into memories!
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

Philippians 4:13
You’ve only begun to shine!

WE LOVE YOU SO MUCH!

UVA CLASS OF 2020

COLLIN CHANCE

 - MOM, DAD, COREY, CHARLIE, AND DUNE

You have worn the honor of honors. It has not 
been an easy ride but you stand, proudly, on 
the shoulders of the ancestors who built this 
University. You belonged here, you deserve 
to take your place among its most esteemed 
alum. Congratulations & Wahoo-wa from 
this Double Hoo, I’m so very proud of you!

UVA CLASS OF 2020

WHITNEY SHAW

- Mia Morgan CLAS 2006, LAW 2009
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Dear Alexa,

Mom and I are so incredibly proud of your ac-
complishments, your perseverance, and the young 
independent woman that you have become. 

You are truly a gift and we are blessed. Watching 
you grow and develop has been an absolute treasure 
and joy. UVA has been an amazing chapter in all 
of our lives and we love how much you love your 
school, your friends and the Charlottesville experi-
ence. UVA has prepared you well. You will always 
be proud to be a WAHOO!

Please continue to be compassionate, humble, and 
caring. There will be challenges on your journey but 
always remember that you have the confidence to 
succeed. You are destined to do great things. 

We love you,
Mom and Dad

“If you want something you’ve never had, you must be 
willing to do something you’ve never done.”
—Thomas Jefferson

UVA CLASS OF 2020

ALEXA FLAMINO

Kelly North

Congratulations to our double-hoo Kelly North. We 
are so proud of your academic achievements and 
your hard earned graduate degree in Higher Ed. Here 
comes Kelly to reach for the stars!  We can’t wait to 
see what the future holds for you!

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Much love dad, mom, brother Ryan, grandma and the 
rest of the family

Alexandra Dimas
Once upon a time, a baby 
HOO grew up and fulfilled 
her dream of attending 
UVA. Congratulations to 
our HOO Grad … we are 

so very proud!

HOOS Forever 

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Love, Mom, Dad, Ari and 
Angela

Julianna Chaput
You are truly a Loving 
and Beautiful young lady! 
You have worked hard, 
cheered on the Hoos and 
made lifelong friends. 
We are so very proud of 
you! Enjoy this time and 
CONGRATULATIONS!  

GO HOOS!

UVA CLASS OF 2020

-Mom and Dad

Madison Wright

To My Dearest Madison,
You have done it! You have endured many of life’s 
challenges and always shined as I knew you could. 
Congratulations Madison Wright, you have made 
your father very proud. Now go out in the world and 
shine even brighter.
Love you, Lou Lou
Love, Dad

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Maddie FitzGerald

Madeline, We are beyond proud of you 
and your accomplishments at Virginia. 
Congratulations on the Honor of Hon-
ors. Your family loves you!

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Jessica Harris

Congrats to our Double Hoo! We are so proud of 
all that you have accomplished, the friendships you 
have made, the ways you have lovingly served your 
community, all that you stand for, and all that you 
are! Keep on shining and inspiring! We love you!

UVA CLASS OF 2020
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Congratulations on your well deserved success, Chas! 
We are so proud of you and your accomplishments 
these past four years at UVA. I remember the day 
you were accepted to and how happy and proud we 
were. From that day forward you have worked dili-
gently to accomplish your dreams and goals. Today 
you’re a step closer to your dream, so never give up 
even when you face an obstacle. Believe in yourself 

and you will succeed!
 

 “Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the 
life you have imagined.” Henry David Thoreau

UVA CLASS OF 2020

CHAS ANDERSON

We love you and are so proud of you!
Love Mom and Wyche

Drake,
Congratulations on 4 years of hard work, graduate! 
We are so proud of you and the man you have become. 
We treasure your humor, intelligence and musical tal-
ent! You have overcome every obstacle thrown in your 
path and have gained knowledge, life skills, and good 
friends. We look forward to what the future will bring 
and know that your parents feel truly blessed to have 

you as our son.

UVA CLASS OF 2020

DRAKE WAGNER

 Love, Mom & Dad
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Ryan Thomas
Congratulations, 

Ryan Thomas, BSN! 
You’re the engine that makes 

all things go, 
Always in disguise my hero,

Honest and selfless, the world 
needs you now!  

 GOOD JOB! ~ Alicia Keyes

We love you, Mom & Dad

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Sarah Pape
CONGRATULATIONS 
SARAH! You are now a UVA 
alum, like dad, reaching a 
milestone you set at a young 
age. Wherever you go in the 
world, we know you will make 
a difference. We are so proud 
of you and look forward to 
exciting things in the next 

chapter. WAHOOWA!

 Love - Mom, Dad, Sam & 
Gus too

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Grace 
Bentley

Congratulations Grace!! 
We are so proud of all the 
hard work you have put in 
over the past four years and 
wish you all the best in your 
post-graduation endeavors! 
Congratulations to the 

class of 2020!!
Love,

 Mom, Dad, Emma, Mark, and 
Stanley

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Here’s to our future leaders. With you 
at the helm, Politics Is a Good Thing!

Congratulations Class of 2020!

Larry J. Sabato and the staff of the 
UVA Center for Politics

Jordan Carter
Congratulations!

Shenandoah week, old 
dorms, Australia semester, 
Aramark, Moocho, amazing 
short film, beautiful 
friendships, double major, 
GrandMarc -- these years 
have been rich. Continued 
happiness and success! Go, 

Jordan! Go, Hoos!

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Love, Mom, Dad & Adam
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Julia Rupp
Congratulations, Julia! So 
proud of you and all your 
many accomplishments at 
UVA. Great choice, huh?! 
Best wishes for the next 
stage of your one wild and 

precious life! 
 

 Love from all of us!

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Joe Reeves
WAHOOWA!! 

Congratulations Joseph!! 
We are very proud of you! 
A dream is a wish your 
heart makes! So happy your 

UVA dream came true! 
The future is yours!! We 

love you!! 

Mom, Dad, & Ashley

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Amelia Wilt
Congratulations & 

salutations are in order! 
We are so proud of Amelia 

and all that she has 
accomplished during the 
past 4 years. We love her 
very much. Oh, and this: 

Hoo DAT!

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Katie Schultz

We are so proud of you and the person you have 
grown into. Cherish these memories and the for-
ever friends you have made. We love you so much 
and can’t wait to see what JHU holds for you! 

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Love, Mom, Dad, Emily & Brian 

Isabel Bridgeland

Congratulations Isabel! We are so proud 
of all you have accomplished and achieved 
while in college. We love, cherish and 
admire you.

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Love, Mom, Dad, Miranda and Alexandra

Madeline Luehr

Congratulations, Maddy! We are so 
proud of you!

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Mom and Dad

Benjamin Dooley

Congratulations Ben!  We are proud of 
your academic accomplishments and 
happy that you’ve enjoyed your under-
graduate experience at UVA, especially 
with music and marching band.

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Drew Wilkers
UVA CLASS OF 2020

Congratulations on your well-deserved 
accomplishment!  We are so proud of you 
and the man you have become.  We look 
forward to standing by you in your next 
chapter of life.  All our love – Mom, Dad, 
Ross, Lee, Jen and Rose

Harrison Premen
UVA CLASS OF 2020

Congratulations Harrison! So proud of 
you! The Cavalier Marching Band has 
been a huge highlight for everyone! Your 
future is bright! 
 Love, Mom & Dad

Thomas Dominick Miller
UVA CLASS OF 2020

Congratulations, Thomas! Graduating 
from college is like entering a lifelong 
game of Survivor. We’re so proud of the 
player you’ve become!
Love, Mom and Dad

Jess Peck Miller
UVA CLASS OF 2020

Congratulations, Jess! We’re so proud of 
you! Always remember, everything you’ll 
ever need to succeed and be happy is 
within you!
Love, Mom and Dad

Kristen Lucas

We are so proud of you and all that you 
have accomplished during your 4 years at 
UVA. Wahoowa!

UVA CLASS OF 2020

Love Mama, Daddy and Maddie

Jessica Mahoney

Biomedical Engineering
Biomedical Clinical Scholar
Virginia Dance Team
Wherever you go, go with all your heart
We are so proud- Mom and Dad

UVA CLASS OF 2020



The Cavalier Daily’s Face-
book comment section 

can be an infuriating hotbed of 
activity. Many commenters are 
older alumni — or some not even 
alumni — voicing their opinions 
about events and decisions made 
at the University, and frequent-
ly, these commenters attack The 
Cavalier Daily and sometimes 
single out the writers themselves. 
While media outlets should be 
critiqued and publicly in some 
instances (that’s why The Cav-
alier Daily employs a public 
editor) in order to do their job 
better, some commenters seem 
to have never heard the advice 
against shooting the messenger.

The comments are brutal. For 
example, in a comment posted 
under one of the most recent ar-
ticles, Richard said, “Please go to 
class. Perhaps you will learn why 
what you said is absurd.” When 
Virginia Athletics adopted its 
new logos, Allen said, “This is 
probably the most ridiculous 
thing ever published.” On anoth-
er, Conan said, “For a news out-
let at an educational institution, 
it is shocking how uneducated 
you are in how a business and 
this economy works.” And a par-
ticularly sexist comment, Donald 
said, “At least half of the female 
students are deranged and need 

immediate help.” I didn’t even 
have to go back a month to grab 
most of these comments from the 
Facebook page. They are so fre-
quent and aggressive, the opinion 
section made a video of column-
ists reading mean comments on 
their own articles.

When I first started reading 
these comments at the beginning 
of my tenure as Editor-in-Chief, 
I took the comments personally. 
Then, I found comments such as 
John’s, which said “Get over it. If 
you don’t like UVA, transfer….
You have a chip on your shoulder 
about something. Don’t blame 
the University.” Ali agreed with 
his comment, saying, “Oh wow, 
another Cav Daily article sh*t-
ting on UVA.”

I love the University, and in 
my role as editor, I spent a sig-
nificant amount of time writing, 
editing and publishing stories 
about the University — some 
negative, some positive, some 
that were just news. I worked 
some 50 hours a week at The 
Cavalier Daily because I love the 
University and along with many 
students, faculty, staff and ad-
ministration, I want the Univer-
sity to improve. I want to try to 
do my part in working to make 
Grounds a better place — more 
welcoming, inclusive, supportive, 

informed, intellectual, happy and 
so on.

Journalists love their commu-
nities. That’s why they do their 
jobs. They actively work to hear 
and tell people’s stories from the 
position of genuine truth what-
ever that may be. And frequently, 
journalists uncover injustice or 
pain and suffering because of a 
flaw in the system, or heartbreak 
because of something simply un-
avoidable. These stories may not 
be what people want to hear. No 
one finds joy in reading or writ-
ing a story about COVID-19, 
for instance. When the world is 
overwhelmed in death, unspeak-
able grief and struggle, someone 
has to do the job of getting the 
information out, looking back to 
see what could have been avoided 
or how people can protect them-
selves and move forward. 

Journalists do their jobs out of 
a love for their communities be-
cause one of the strongest loves is 
being able to see the flaws in the 
community that they love. And 
then they take the active, inten-
tional step of working to correct 
that flaw by conveying the news 
— the truth.

Much like the frequent verbal 
attacks on journalists from po-
litical figures, and particularly 
President Donald Trump, stu-

dent journalists face these Inter-
net trolls on social media, and I 
think it’s important to remember 
the job student journalists are 
doing — and why they do it.

I love U.Va. , and I see its 
problems — but I also see the 
University working every day to 
improve. I think we can all agree 
nothing can be perfect, but I 
believe it can be better. So John 
from the comments, this is why 
I am passionate about The Cav-
alier Daily and about journalism. 
This is why I published critical 
stories about the University and 
its administration and frequently 
from the perspective of students 
— to make Grounds better.

I’m sad I’m not writing my 
parting shot at a picnic table 
outside Newcomb, that I won’t 
be wearing my cap and gown to 
walk the Lawn May 16, 2020, that 
I never got to say goodbye to the 
people I love — my friends, pro-
fessors, coworkers, the Universi-
ty — goodbye to my community 
I called home for 3.75 years, and 
most importantly, goodbye to the 
wonderful office and staff of The 
Cavalier Daily in the basement of 
Newcomb Hall. 

I miss my final few weeks at a 
place that has made me so hap-
py. Charlottesville in the spring-
time is enchanting, filled with all 

of my favorite things — perfect 
weather, live music in the out-
doors, the Downtown Mall, vine-
yards, Final Fridays at the Fralin 
and on and on. Even the grass on 
the Lawn seems to be extra plush 
in April as the Rotunda glows 
pink at sunset.

I loved my experience at the 
University, and because I loved 
it, I was a journalist who wrote 
about its achievements and its 
failures. Through The Cavalier 
Daily, I tried to do my part in 
making the University a better 
place for everyone.

GRACIE KRETH was the Edi-
tor-in-Chief for the 130th term of 
The Cavalier Daily. Prior to this, 
she served as Assistant Managing 
Editor for the 129th term and Life 
Editor for the 128th term.
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Criticism means we care

I’ve never written a single 
word for The Cavalier Dai-

ly — up until now, that is. I like 
to say that I’ve done “everything 
except write” for the paper. In 
my three-and-a-half years work-
ing for The Cavalier Daily, I 
have been part of production, 
copy, ads…the list goes on. I am 
grateful for the huge step that my 
first-year self took to sign up for 
this organization.

It’s difficult explaining to 
people why I have enjoyed my 
time in the journalism sphere so 
much. As someone who majored 
in STEM and business fields, 
there’s no direct connection be-
tween why I would want to be a 
part of this organization — not 
a CIO, in case you thought so. 
However, through my years in 
middle school, high school and 
college, I have found my home in 
journalism. 

I don’t think I have to explain 
the moving parts required to 
make this organization run. I am 
fortunate to have had a role in 
helping every one of these parts 

and have gained experience that 
will help me for years to come. 
The people I have met through 
my career on the paper have 
not only been some of my best 
friends, but they have challenged 
me on how I see the world and 
helped me grow as a student and 
a leader.

Personally, I can’t take cred-
it for any of the amazing writ-
ing we have done during my 
terms. Nevertheless, I am still 
incredibly proud to be a part of 
a team that could produce such 
hard-hitting journalism without 
any funding from the University. 
We’ve managed to transform our 
newspaper into the digital era 
and provide news that the Uni-
versity and Charlottesville com-
munity deserve.

That’s not to say everything 
has been easy for me nor the or-
ganization. The Cavalier Daily 
faces daily animosity—whether 
it’s from students, online com-
menters, or University adminis-
tration. People have come into 
my face and questioned why we 

published an article, despite me 
having no hand in the article in 
question. Like any other media 
company, we are not immune to 
the criticism. I can’t say there 
weren’t moments where I was 
frustrated by the work we had 
produced — but at the end of the 
day, we are a group of voluntary 
student journalists that is always 
trying to improve. That being 
said, with no faculty advisor or 
journalism major at the Universi-
ty, the 450+ students on our staff 
work tirelessly to produce the 
best content we can.

As the work done by The 
Cavalier Daily is invaluable to 
the University community, the 
work I have done for The Cava-
lier Daily is invaluable to me. It’s 
the closest thing to a real profes-
sional environment one can get 
in school. After spending a full 
day in classes, I would often have 
to go to the office and work for 
four, six, sometimes eight more 
hours for the paper. And yes—in 
case you were wondering—this 
was all unpaid. I have had to jug-

gle thousands of dollars around 
to make sure we can print that 
week or pay for our necessary 
operational costs. I was the only 
woman on a managing board 
with four white men. I have had 
to deal with several hundred peo-
ple on a daily basis and managed 
countless crises. Without this 
group of people challenging me 
constantly, I wouldn’t have grown 
into the person I am today.

Even as a business undergrad, 
this experience has helped me 
shine in job applications and in-
terviews. The impact from my ex-
perience here will last a lifetime, 
just like the friendships I have 
made. And for that, I have to 
thank everyone who challenged 
and pushed me along the way. 
To all of my friends on the pa-
per, thank you for always making 
me feel like my voice was heard, 
something that I was struggling 
to deal with in the classroom. 
And to everyone else who ques-
tioned me along the way and lis-
tened to me talk about the Cava-
lier Daily constantly, I appreciate 

the words of encouragement and 
guidance. For this experience, I 
will always look upon it fondly.

And lastly, I wouldn’t be a 
proper ex-CFO of the paper 
if I didn’t invite you to make a 
tax-deductible donation to The 
Cavalier Daily — a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit — to support the next 
generation of journalists but 
also help provide students with 
professional experience to serve 
them beyond just the journalism 
field.

SONIA GUPTA was the Chief 
Financial Officer for the 130th term 
of The Cavalier Daily. Prior to this, 
she served as the Operations Manag-
er and Production Editor during the 
129th term.

Learning from a professional environment
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I used to imagine what I’d say if 
I ever wrote a parting shot. 

It was something I thought 
about at odd times throughout my 
term as managing editor, when-
ever I got especially frustrated or 
overwhelmed. I’d picture myself 
six months out — all of my job’s 
responsibilities long completed, 
writing my final piece for this pa-
per while sitting on the Lawn with 
friends and soaking up one of my 
last spring days in Charlottesville. 

I expected to be relaxed — for 
the first time in a while — and opti-
mistic about the milestones I knew 
were ahead. This last stretch before 
graduation would be the payoff, I 
thought, of everything I’d tried to 
accomplish throughout my four 
years here, and this column would 
be my final stamp on it. A sign that 
I’d made it to the finish line, that 
I was ready to leave college behind.

Instead, I’m trying to collect my 
thoughts in my childhood bedroom, 
miles away from most of my friends 
and completely unsure of what my 
future holds. Reflecting on my Cav-

alier Daily experience seems like a 
weird exercise in a time like this. 
It’s hard to remember what life was 
like two months ago, much less last 
year. But doing so has allowed me 
to appreciate how much I’ve grown 
over my time as a student journalist 
and how the people I’ve met at the 
University and through The Cava-
lier Daily have shaped me into the 
person I am today. 

Being on this paper gave me 
opportunities I never would have 
dreamed of as a first-year sitting in 
a crowded info session, debating if 
I should even apply. Since I joined 
the staff, I’ve gotten to experience 
the thrill of breaking an investi-
gative story, and have reported on 
selective admissions practices and 
racist yearbook entries and injus-
tices within sexual assault reporting 
institutions. I’ve gotten to see resil-
iency manifest itself in unique ways 
— from emotional interviews with 
members of Charlottesville’s ref-
ugee community to conversations 
with small venue owners about the 
fragility of the city’s underground 

music scene. Through all of it, I’ve 
come to understand what it means 
to listen to other people’s stories 
and tell them, weaving their words 
alongside my own, meaningfully 
and honestly. I’ve learned what it is 
to be a reporter. 

Managing a newspaper opened 
my eyes to the importance of good 
journalism — and how we need it, 
at the local level, now more than 
ever. Independent student news-
papers are an especially essential 
factor in making sure that univer-
sities are held accountable for both 
their pasts and their presents. The 
Cavalier Daily is at its best when 
using its platform to uplift unheard 
voices and effectively educate its 
readers on critical issues facing 
the University and Charlottesville 
communities. I think there’s sig-
nificant work for the current and 
future leadership of the paper to 
do to ensure that it consistently 
accomplishes that mission, but I’m 
confident that it will keep trying to 
improve. 

In this upcoming year, as local 

news organizations succumb to 
unprecedented financial strain and 
the entire country is faced with the 
consequences of this pandemic, The 
Cavalier Daily will be tasked with 
recording the wide-ranging ways in 
which COVID-19 affects this com-
munity. The coverage of this crisis 
so far has been incredibly timely 
and informative, but I think the pa-
per’s staff can go even further by re-
porting the stories that haven’t yet 
been told — the ones that are, as is 
typical of the most important sto-
ries, lying underneath the surface. 
The need for insightful, conversa-
tion-sparking journalism won’t di-
minish, even if the resources that 
support it start to dry up. The Cav-
alier Daily will need to be there to 
fill any gap that might arise.

I realize now that the true pay-
off from my time at this University 
was never going to be the months 
where I had taken a step back. The 
most precious and memorable mo-
ments were when I was in the thick 
of it — from laughing with my fel-
low editors in Newcomb basement 

at 2 a.m. on a Wednesday as we pub-
lished another print issue, to duck-
ing out of a party to quickly post a 
breaking news alert, to feeling the 
lede of an investigative piece finally 
come together after hours of poring 
over FOIA-ed documents, to just 
looking around at the people who 
were at my side through every min-
ute of it and being overcome with 
the intense desire to know them 
for the rest of my life. These are the 
moments that defined my college 
career, and they’re the ones that 
I’m cherishing now, as everything 
around me seems to grow even 
more unpredictable. 

This is a different column than I 
expected to publish. But I was cor-
rect in one thing — writing it does 
feel a bit like reaching a finish line. 
I think I’m ready to cross it.

ABBY CLUKEY was the Managing 
Editor for the 130th term of The Cav-
alier Daily. Prior to this, she served as 
the Focus Editor for the 129th term. 

The moments that define me

To the Graduating Class of 2020,

Dr. George Washington Carver once 
said, “Start where you are, with what you 
have. Make something of it and never be 
satisfied.”

Nature tells us that the only way to cre-
ate diamonds is to apply pressure to dark-
ened carbon rich elements. Class of 2020, 
we affirm that your class has become an-
other diamond amongst the many warrior 
classes of the University of Virginia! Con-
gratulations on the completion of awesome, 
world-changing, law-writing, socially pro-
vocative and locally liberating work that 
your class was able to be a part of while you 
all were students. Even with many great 
battles won, we are sorry you do not yet 
get to saunter across the Lawn before your 
peers and loved ones in a culminating act 
of accomplishment and freedom. We want 
you to know that the Honor of Honors you 
now wear is of no less value, it is of no less 
effort, and it is no less of an accomplish-
ment than those of us that went before 
you. In fact, some would argue that what 
you’ve endured over the past four years 
may make it more of an accomplishment. 
You held on through deadly protests and 
riots. You persevered through daily profil-
ing and microaggressions. You pressed on 
through a pandemic and now must face a 
future that you may have had planned to 
the “T,” and has now become a practice of 
navigating the unknown. While none of us 
experienced any easy matriculation at the 
University, we acknowledge that the past 

few years for you and the University have 
been a heckUVA ride. Watching your pro-
gress and wondering what could possibly 
happen next — you persevered — and now 
get to cross the finish line to further change 
the world for the better!

President Barack Obama once said, 
“Change will not come if we wait for some 
other person, or if we wait for some other 
time. We are the ones we’ve been waiting 
for. We are the change that we seek.”

We are happy to congratulate you all 
as new alumni! In joining any family there 
comes more callings and responsibilities — 
the callings to serve, to donate, to educate, 
to love, to lead and most importantly to 
stay connected with your Wahoo Family. 
As Black Alumni, we know that our stu-
dents need a lot more than most in order 
to thrive in such a dynamic institution as 
Thomas Jefferson’s Grounds, and with the 
changes that have occurred to our world, 
your wisdom and encouragement surely 
will be needed.

 

SINCERELY,
UVA Black Alumni 

THE U.VA. BLACK ALUMNI INITIA-
TIVE is a group “committed to cultivating a 
network of #BlackWahoos & building part-
nerships within the U.Va. and Charlottesville 
community to provide resources, mentorship, 
& advocacy for current Black students, faculty, 
staff, Alumni, and citizens of Charlottesville.”

UVABA: A letter to the 
graduating class

The UVA Black Alumni Group sends their congratulations to the class of 2020

CARTOON
Bingo!

Audrey Lewis | Cartoon Editor
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The last column I’ll ever write
Reflecting on four years of Cavalier Daily writing

Four years ago, I applied to be 
a columnist for the Life section of 
The Cavalier Daily. With no prior 
journalism experience and just a 
profound love of writing, I hoped 
that my slightly modified college 
application essay would garner 
me favor with The Cavalier Daily 
gods. Four years later, I have over 
40 articles under my belt.

 When I applied, I couldn’t 
have imagined the impact this 
position would serve me. Over 
these four years, my columns have 
simultaneously served as a pub-
lic diary, longform Twitter rant 
and personal therapist. In many 
ways, it has become a friend — 
celebrating with me through the 
most joyous times and lending an 
empathetic ear during the most 
difficult.

Believe it or not, I have some-
how scraped my way to my last-ev-
er Cavalier Daily article. Do I feel 
an immense amount of pressure to 
make this fourth-year swan song 
of an article immensely poignant, 
moving, funny and illuminating? 
You bet.

But if I have learned anything 
from writing for The Cavalier 
Daily — besides my stubborn 
overuse of Oxford commas — it 
is that sometimes the best writing 
comes from just letting the words 
flow.

 
First year — the awkward

In my first-ever column, I 
wrote this about my first week of 
school — “My first week on cam-
pus — excuse me, on Grounds — 
felt very much like an awkward 
middle school dance. I stood on 

the periphery watching the rest of 
the world dance while I shuffled 
my feet and faked knowing all the 
songs everyone else was shouting 
the lyrics to.”

Ah, yes. First year, the awk-
ward year.

Skimming through my first-
year articles, it’s painfully obvious 
that the middle school dance feel-
ing boogied with me for a while. 
I need not even go past the struc-
ture of my sentences to reent-
er that first-year world where I 
spent hours upon hours analyz-
ing every word choice and punc-
tuation mark, trying to craft my 
voice into the most presentable, 
likeable version possible. 

And as life imitates art, every 
hour spent overthinking a com-
ma was matched by endless hours 
overthinking every conversation, 
outfit choice and shrug of the 
shoulder.

Each column I wrote was like a 
deep breath reminding me to stay 
calm. Listen to this bit from my 
third column where I spent sever-
al paragraphs freaking out about 
feeling like an imposter — “Every-
one can feel like they’re faking it 
… but everyone has come to this 
college because they deserve to be 
here … I am not an imposter here 
and neither are you!”

 That’s a good word, first-year 
Aly. Remind yourself of that when 
that awkward middle schooler in-
evitably threatens to tell you that 
you are the weird one shouting 
the wrong lyrics.

 
Second Year — the random

Somewhere between awkward 

first-year Aly and lazy fourth-
year Aly, there was random 
second-year Aly. Each column 
bounced from deeply personal 
to deeply silly. A quick perusal 
through the columns of second 
year reveals this — a mournful 
reflection on August 11, an open 
letter to gold medalist Chloe Kim, 
a vehement defense on the artistic 
genius of Spongebob Squarepants, 
an angry manifesto for interdis-
ciplinary education, something 
entitled “Drinking the Blood of 
Jesus on the Roto,” an existen-
tial treatise on the psychological 
phenomenon of nostalgia and an 
article where I spend 1000 words 
listing out petty things I’m thank-
ful for.

Yes, it seems as though with the 
frightening first-year cluelessness 
behind me, my second-year mind 
had free reign to mull over such 
enlightening topics as Spongebob 
— “At the first shrill of his nose-
flute, I was enraptured.”

Now, that’s a sentence.
 

Third Year — the sick
“My name’s Aly. I’m a third 

year from Northern Virginia, and 
this semester I had a stroke.”

Now here is where my Life 
columns swiftly turned from per-
sonal diary to personal therapist. 
At the start of third year, my life 
took a quite unexpected turn 
when some mild weakness in my 
left arm and leg turned out to be 
the result of neurological dam-
age, and not just “stress” as I had 
thought.

During those harrowing 
months, writing these columns 
was a lifeline to me. I relished in 
being able to share what I had 
written with others as a way of 
sharing what I was going through 
instead of having to rehash the 
story over and over. Writing was 
a way to find the humor in the 
midst of the objectively unfun-
ny. Cue a prime example — when 
the MRI played Bollywood love 
songs instead of Adele, as I had 
requested. It gave me a small sense 
of control when my life had sud-
denly become so dependent on 
doctors and blood tests and metal 
machines. Not only that, but after 
writing, my inbox flooded with 
life-saving stories of encourage-
ment from people who had been 
through similar experiences. In a 
time where I could have felt im-
mensely alone, this column helped 
me feel seen.

Who would have guessed that 

Aly Lee | Life Columnist
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when I applied to write columns 
on a biweekly basis for the Life 
section of The Cavalier Daily, it 
would one day be the one way for 
me to deeply process the  most 
confusing and strangest time in 
my life.

Fourth Year — the lazy
In true senioritis fashion, 

fourth-year Aly was pretty lazy. 
Unlike first-year Aly who had 
spent hours poring over every 
sentence, fourth-year Aly only 
turned in three columns through-
out the four months of Fall semes-
ter.

Beyond Fourth Year — the hope-
ful

Four years and forty columns 
is a lot of time to let my mania-
cal musings fly. Still, it can only 
scratch the surface. I wish I had 
more time to write about how 
college taught me how to cry, how 
being sick is nothing like Mandy 
Moore in “A Walk to Remember” 
or about the K-pop phenomenon 
and how it makes me feel ashamed 
for not knowing more about my 
own culture.

As I enter into my very last se-
mester of college, I wonder about 
the future “columns’ ’ I’ll write af-
ter graduation. Assuredly, there 
will be a second round of awk-
ward middle school dance vibes 

as I try to learn the pirouettes of 
a postgraduate. Maybe there will 
be a column on the difficulties of 
finding genuine social interaction 
post-college, maybe a column on 
how great it is to live in New York 
or maybe it’ll end up being about 
how hard it is to live in your par-
ent’s basement . Maybe I’ll write a 
column on how it feels to finally 
figure out what I want to do in 
life — now that would be hilari-
ous.

No matter what, I am grateful 
to The Cavalier Daily and to the 
University for teaching me to be a 
better writer and to embrace who 
I am. In my original application 
to be a Cavalier Daily writer, I 
wrote, “To me a good columnist is 
someone whose voice is vulnerable 
and unique, someone who is not 
afraid to share their perspective 
and writes about the unconven-
tional— topics you wouldn’t nor-
mally think of.” I hope after these 
four years, I have accomplished at 
least some of these “good column-
ist” qualities.

So to The Cavalier Daily, 
thank you for being my public di-
ary and therapist. It has been a joy 
to write for you.

Love,
The awkward, random, sick, lazy 
— but hopeful — Aly

EMMA KLEIN | THE CAVALIER DAILY

If I have learned anything from writing for The Cavalier Daily – besides my stubborn use of 
oxford commas – it is that sometimes the best writing comes from just letting the words flow.



Next, what would be a graduation celebra-
tion without taking pictures at a grad party? 
With Zoom — the online video meeting service 
we know you are all familiar with from classes 
— you can host online photoshoots with friends 
and family, regardless of where they may be 
quarantining.  

Taking pictures through Zoom is quite sim-
ple and can be taken from the comfort of your 

own home. First, use the private chat setting in 
Zoom to invite a designated photographer and 
then use the screen share option to allow the 
photographer to view your screen. Once the 
photographer can view your screen, run a pro-
gram called DigiCam to give control access to 
the photographer so that they can screenshot 
their screen. 

The most versatile must-haves for your grad-
uation party would have to be these three dips — 
a creamy parmesan dip, a honey mustard dip and 
a green goddess dip — created by food blogger 
Kristen Stevens. All the ingredients are likely al-
ready in your refrigerator or pantry, but if you 
don’t have something and would prefer not to go 
to the grocery store, here are some alternatives 
you can use to get them delivered to your house.  

Prep Time: 3 to 5 minutes per dip  
Yields: 1 serving each, approximately 4 to 
5 people

Creamy Parmesan Dip
1 garlic clove, minced 
1 tablespoon dijon mustard
½ cup grated parmesan 
1 cup thick, plain yogurt 
Black pepper, optional 

Honey Mustard Dip
1 garlic clove, minced 
1 tablespoon white vinegar 
¼ cup dijon mustard
¼ cup honey 
1/3 cup mayonnaise
Cayenne or sweet paprika, optional 

Green Goddess Dip
1 garlic clove, minced 
1 tablespoon dijon mustard 
1 avocado 
½ cup cilantro 
1 cup kale 
¼ cup lemon juice or water to thin, op-
tional 

To make each dip, simply place all of their 
respective ingredients into a food processor and 
blend until smooth. If you don’t have a food pro-
cessor, you can still make two out of the three 
dips — the creamy parmesan and the honey 
mustard — by using a mixing bowl and a whisk. 
All three dips can also be made by using a food 
blender until the dips are a smooth consistency. 

With these delicious dips, you and your loved 
ones can celebrate your virtual graduation with 
flavor. These dips are affordable, simple, packed 
with flavor and adaptable. They can be paired 
with chips, veggies, crackers or used as a spread 
on a sandwich. These dips take less than 15 min-
utes and can quickly brighten up your quaran-
tine graduation celebration.

How to make the most of a quarantine grad party 
During these unfortunate times, you can still celebrate your academic successes

Grace Park, Robin Schwartzkopf and Elise Kim | Staff Writers

As we all know, COVID-19 has changed the 
lifestyles of hundreds of millions. Due to in-
creasing state regulations, many schools across 
America closed early, which in turn has resulted 
in the cancellation of many in-person graduation 
ceremonies. The University is no exception. For 
many of our graduating fourth years, this pan-
demic means no graduation parties, celebrations 
with friends or Final Exercises on the Lawn until 
at least October. However, there are still many 
ways for fourth years to make the most out of 
their virtual graduations. 

Graduating fourth-year College student 
Chelsea Cho recalled a mini-photoshoot she had 
done with a friend after finishing a final project. 
Ironically, it was also at the place she had cele-

brated her high school graduation four years ear-
lier — a true full-circle.

“A couple friends and I had gone there for a 
picnic my senior year,” Cho said. “I don’t think it 
was intentional to do it in the same place as four 
years ago, but … I’m definitely lucky enough to 
even be able to do that.”

Beyond celebratory social distancing photo-
shoots, this article also details alternative food, 
activity and entertainment ideas that are worth 
implementing into an at-home graduation par-
ty — after all, your academic achievements de-
serve proper commemoration regardless of the 
circumstances. These ideas may be simple and af-
fordable, but they will definitely be memorable, 
especially during this time of isolation. 

FOOD

PICTURES

A graduation-themed activity to do with 
your family and friends over Zoom is to make 
DIY graduation caps. To make the caps you 
would need an old baseball cap or hat, a card-
board square — simply cut out of a box — glue 
and other decorative materials. Simply glue the 
cardboard square to the hat and decorate your 
cap to your pleasing. These DIY graduation caps 
are a fun way to pass time and can be used for 
decorative purposes.

DIY GRADUATION CAPS

While a quarantine grad party may not be 
how you originally planned on celebrating with 
friends and family, you can always add some 
great music to liven up the event — even if it’s a 
virtual one. Add these three tracks to your bur-
geoning grad party playlist to help you celebrate 
your triumphs, remember the good times and 
look forward to what’s next.  

“Dreams” by The Cranberries
The monumental change of finishing college 

is an achievement to be celebrated, and the best 
way to do so is with the promising power of lead 
singer Dolores O’Riordan’s captivating voice. 

“Supercut” by Lorde
Adding “Supercut” to the playlist will prime 

you for the mess of emotions upon ending your 
undergraduate career, especially as Lorde sings, 
“All the magic we gave off / All the love we had 
and lost.”

“God Only Knows” by The Beach Boys
This track may be a bittersweet way to say 

goodbye for now to college friends, but the re-
peated line “God only knows what I’d be with-

out you” can also remind you of formative rela-
tionships to treasure for a lifetime. 

MUSIC
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Regardless of how you decide to celebrate, 
we have saved the most important reminder for 
last in the hopes that it will resonate with all 
readers — thank those who have helped you get 
to where you are today. 

Graduating fourth-year Commerce student 
Scott Liu reminisces as his undergraduate ca-
reer comes to a close, recognizing the breadth of 
mentorship and companionship that has helped 
guide him throughout his time at the University.

“One of the things I’ll miss the most are the 
professors,” Liu said. “They aren’t here just to 

teach course material, but also want to help you 
grow both professionally and personally … it’s 
amazing to see how much [they] care, and I feel 
like as the years go by, the more we will realize 
their value and impact on our lives.”

Quarantine has made life difficult for many 
people, including the graduating fourth years. 
However, we hope that this article — with its 
delicious recipes, celebratory tunes and circum-
stantial alternatives — will impart a message of 
hope and a reminder to be thankful despite any 
bleakness this pandemic may try to impose.

A REMINDER
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Mamadi Diakite leaves Virginia a champion
The former Virginia forward hopes to take the next step and play at the professional level

From picking up the sport of bas-
ketball in his hometown of Conakry, 
Guinea to developing into an NBA 
prospect at Virginia, former forward 
Mamadi Diakite’s unconventional 
journey has been a memorable one. 
Now, after five years on Grounds, 
Diakite is ready to move on from 
Charlottesville and chase his dreams 
of playing professional basketball.

“I want to make it [to the] profes-
sional [level],” Diakite said. “That was 
my dream since I was very young. So, 
I think this chapter is pretty much 
over now. I will have to be focused on 
[the future].”

As he prepares for the NBA, let’s 
take a look at exactly how Diakite 
reached this point.

Diakite’s path to Charlottesville
Growing up in Guinea, Diakite’s 

first choice of sport was actually soc-
cer, not basketball. However, as he 
continued to grow, Diakite eventu-
ally transitioned to basketball where 
his height and athleticism allowed 
him to excel. As Diakite improved 
his basketball skills, he set his sights 
on the United States, which offered 
Diakite more opportunities to not 
only play basketball but also receive 
a high-quality education.

“My dad was trying to find a way 
for me to get here because he thought 
it was a country where people have a 
lot of opportunities,” Diakite said to 
The Cavalier Daily in 2019. “But he 
didn’t know how to get me here.”

Ultimately, with some help from 
a Facebook page that showcased his 
talents and a compatriot who played 
Division I basketball, Diakite moved 
to the U.S. in 2014 and found a home 
at the Blue Ridge School in Saint 
George, Va. Under the tutelage of 
Coach Bill Ramsey, Diakite devel-
oped into a highly-touted college 
prospect, averaging 12 points and 
eight rebounds per game in his final 
year and securing offers from multi-
ple D-I programs.

“[Diakite is] highly talented and 
has the type of run and jump tools 
at his size that just can’t be taught,” 
an ESPN analyst wrote in his scout-
ing report. “He’ll be a rim protector, 
defender and finisher from day one, 
but has the potential to develop into 
a more accomplished scorer as his ca-
reer goes on.”

Diakite’s recruitment officially 
ended Aug. 4, 2015 when he commit-
ted to Virginia and Coach Tony Ben-
nett’s program. He then reclassified 
and joined the Cavaliers in the fall of 
2015.

“We are excited and fortunate to 
add [Diakite] to the Virginia basket-

ball family this season,” Bennett said 
in a press release after the commit-
ment. “[Diakite] is an athletic forward 
with a big upside. We look forward to 
his development during his career at 
U.Va.” 

And what a career it was.

A standout career at Virginia
When Diakite first joined the 

Virginia men’s basketball program, 
he had to wait before seeing playing 
time on the court. Like many other 
Virginia forwards, Diakite spent his 
first year on Grounds as a redshirt 
while he learned the pack-line de-
fense under Bennett and developed 
his physique with strength and con-
ditioning Coach Mike Curtis.

After his freshman year, Diakite 
was an immediate contributor for 
the Cavaliers. He played in over 30 
games in both the 2016-17 and 2017-18 
seasons and averaged 14 and 15.6 min-
utes per game, respectively. Even in 
the early years of his Virginia career, 
Diakite showed his potential both on 
offense and defense. From ranking 
10th in the ACC in blocked shots in 
2016-17 to shooting 57.7 percent from 
the field in the 2017-18 season, Diak-
ite was a force to be reckoned with.

Diakite’s third season on the court 
was truly his breakout year. After the 
departure of All-ACC forward Isai-
ah Wilkins, Diakite was thrust into 
Bennett’s starting lineup and played 
a critical part in Virginia’s historic 
2018-19 season. 

During the regular season, Di-
akite clearly stepped up his level of 
play — he set multiple career highs 

and was third in the ACC in blocked 
shots. However, Diakite truly came 
alive during the 2019 NCAA Tourna-
ment. In the first three games alone, 
Diakite scored 17 points against 
Gardner-Webb, led the team with 14 
points against Oklahoma and logged 
a career-high 11 rebounds against Or-
egon.

Then, against Purdue in the Elite 
Eight, Diakite hit an unforgettable 
shot at the end of regulation to keep 
the Cavaliers’ season alive. “The Shot,” 
as it came to be known, was emblem-
atic of Diakite’s growth, determina-
tion and ability to step up when it 
mattered the most. Then in the cham-
pionship game, he contributed nine 
points and seven rebounds, helping 
Virginia secure its first national title.

“[Winning the title] hadn’t hit me 
this whole year until now in the post-
season when I’m not doing anything,” 
Diakite said. “So being able to ... re-
alize [that] I was a part of something 
very special is big for me. I’m com-
ing from a country that’s very poor, 
a third-world country, and me being 
able to be on that stage where every-
one doesn’t get the experience of was 
very big for me.”

After a fantastic 2018-19 season, 
Diakite considered moving on from 
Charlottesville and entered himself 
into the 2019 NBA Draft. However, af-
ter getting exposure to the NBA and 
receiving useful feedback, he chose to 
return to Virginia for his final season.

“I thought [withdrawing my name 
from the draft] was a great decision,” 
Diakite said. “I mean, it was made 
back then because we knew … [how 

it would] set me up in terms of the 
draft board and playing in the NBA. 
Also, [I valued] being able to help my 
team and the staff and be a part of 
something special again this year. I 
know we didn’t get a chance to finish 
the year, but that was very valuable 
to do.”

Taking advice from former Vir-
ginia star Malcolm Brogdon, Diakite 
knew he had to be a “killer” when he 
came back for his senior season — he 
did just that. Diakite led the Cava-
liers in scoring with 13.7 points per 
game and was second on the team in 
rebounds with 6.8 boards per game 
— both career highs. He also racked 
up a number of honors including be-
ing named to the All-ACC defensive 
team and the All-ACC second team. 

After playing a supporting role 
for so long, Diakite thrived when 
given the opportunity to take center 
stage. With Diakite leading the team, 
Virginia finished second in the ACC 
and won its last eight games of the 
season. Although the season was ul-
timately cut short due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, Diakite knew the 
Cavaliers were ready to compete in 
March.

“We were very confident,” Diakite 
said. “We were ready to surprise the 
world and were ready to do some-
thing special, but again, we have to 
respect what’s for safety first.”

Although Diakite didn’t get the 
chance to finish his senior year, his 
Virginia career was nonetheless im-
pressive. In addition to his success 
on the court, Diakite also graduated 
with a major in French and a minor 

in Global Culture and Commerce, 
earning a quality education like his 
parents had intended.

“In the classroom, [Diakite] was 
obviously a focal point for his class-
mates, not only because of his great 
height and basketball fame, but also 
because of his quick, bright smile and 
his pleasant demeanor,” said Kandi-
oura Dramé, associate French profes-
sor and a mentor to Diakite, to U.Va. 
Today.

Looking back at his time in Char-
lottesville, Diakite recognized the im-
pact the Virginia community has had 
on him.

“I’ll remember the people I was 
hanging out with, the fans and the 
coaching staff,” Diakite said. “The 
fact that Coach [Bennett] gave me an 
opportunity to come here, give me an 
offer … when I first got to Blue Ridge 
… I’m a different man from when I 
first got here.”

Looking ahead to the future
With his collegiate career behind 

him, Diakite now sets his sights on 
the 2020 NBA Draft. He has hired an 
agent, received positive feedback and 
is ready to contribute in whatever 
role he is given. Even amidst a pan-
demic, Diakite continues to develop 
his skills and prepare for the profes-
sional level while practicing social 
distancing. For instance, Diakite be-
gan working out in John Paul Jones 
Arena by himself in late March.

Given Diakite’s combination of 
size and skill, he could be a high-value 
draft pick for NBA teams looking for 
forwards with potential. However, 
Virginia fans will have to wait until 
June 25 to see if and when Diakite’s 
name will be called.

Outside of professional basket-
ball, Diakite also hopes to leverage 
his platform to help impoverished 
communities in Africa. During his 
childhood, Diakite witnessed pover-
ty around him. Accordingly, Diakite 
and his father launched a project 
called Mère et Enfant this year, which 
will aid pregnant women in Guinea 
who cannot afford the costs of child-
birth and pregnancy. 

Going forward, Diakite will un-
doubtedly approach every challenge 
— both on and off the court — with a 
sense of optimism and hope.

“To me, in hard moments, being 
able to smile, being able to enjoy 
seeing the positive out of anything, 
whether negative or positive is my 
strength,” Diakite said. “And I think 
that helps a lot of people around you, 
your teammates, just everyone really.“

Vignesh Mulay | Sports Editor

CHRISTINA ANTON | THE CAVALIER DAILY

Diakite’s shot to tie the regional semifinal against Purdue at 70 will forever be remembered in Virginia lore as “The Shot.”
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Sending off four stellar student-athletes
We take a look at four senior athletes who have made an everlasting mark on Virginia Athletics

Despite having some of their sea-
sons cut short due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, these four senior athletes 
leave Charlottesville having made a 
lasting impression on their sport and 
the University. 

Football: Quarterback Bryce Per-
kins

Following the graduation of Kurt 
Benkert, Coach Bronco Mendenhall 
needed a dual-threat quarterback that 
had the potential to lead Virginia foot-
ball to new heights. Perkins was that 
quarterback, dazzling Cavalier fans 
with his ability to escape blitzes with 
ease and use his arm or his speed to 
make a big play. 

In the 2018 season, he led Virginia 
to an 8-5 record — its first winning 
season since 2011 — and a resounding 
28-0 victory over SEC foe South Car-
olina in the Belk Bowl, firmly placing 
the Cavaliers in the upper echelon of 
ACC football. 

However, it was the 2019 season 
when Perkins truly thrust Virginia 
into the national spotlight. 

Despite being known as a strong 
runner, Perkins broke the Virginia 
single-season passing record with 3,538 
yards while accounting for 33 total 
touchdowns en route to second-team 
All-ACC honors. Furthermore, in a 

game that will be forever etched into 
the memories of Virginia fans, Per-
kins passed for 311 yards, rushed for 
164 yards, and accounted for 3 total 
touchdowns in a 39-30 win over rival 
Virginia Tech, almost single-handedly 
willing the Cavaliers to their first win 
over the Hokies in 15 years. 

As Perkins moves on to an NFL ca-
reer with the Los Angeles Rams, he’ll 
be remembered not just as the quar-
terback that brought the Common-
wealth Cup back to Charlottesville, 
but someone who brought tradition 
and excellence back to Virginia foot-
ball. 

— Akhil Rekulapelli, Sports Editor

Men’s basketball: Guard Braxton 
Key

Key was a Swiss Army knife play-
er for the men’s basketball team in his 
time at Virginia and was critical in 
the Cavaliers’ national championship 
run. He provided offense, defense and 
hustle every game. Key’s versatility 
on the defensive end — his ability to 
guard multiple positions — made the 
pack line work so well. Key was always 
willing to do whatever it took to help 
his team win. In the national champi-
onship season, he often came off the 
bench, though sometimes with limited 
minutes, but when Key’s number was 

called, he contributed. 
This past year, Key needed to play a 

much bigger role, and he did just that. 
Despite being listed as a guard, Key led 
the team with 7.4 rebounds per game 
— the highest per game total for a Vir-
ginia player since the 2012-2013 season. 

Besides his versatile skill set, Key’s 
cool humility epitomized Coach Tony 
Bennett’s pillars. He was an important 
leader for this year’s Cavaliers’ squad, 
which came out on top in many close 
games. Yet, Key’s impact on the Uni-
versity community went beyond bas-
ketball and into the classroom. He was 
a serious student with a passion for 
history. As a great student and athlete, 
Key will be remembered in his time on 
Grounds.

— Zach Zamoff, Sports Columnist

Women’s soccer: Forward Meghan 
McCool

McCool is an easy choice for me 
after watching her dominate the field 
this season. It was my first time cover-
ing soccer as a beat writer, and I was 
immediately drawn to McCool’s stra-
tegic style of play. Whether she was 
spinning past defenders or finding 
open space in the posts, she was always 
in a position to strengthen Virginia’s 
offense and add flare to the front lines. 
She made an impact every match, 

finding ways to score even in the most 
difficult situations. 

In fact, after covering a few games I 
found myself watching and waiting for 
her to score — it was never a question 
of if but when — and she concluded 
the season in outstanding fashion with 
goals in 14 games. Never failing to ex-
cite, McCool scored six game-winners, 
including one against then No. 9 Duke 
in the ACC quarterfinals. 

Of course, McCool’s contributions 
went beyond scoring. In many ways, 
she firmly stepped into her role as 
team captain. She was incredibly vo-
cal on the pitch, leading the rest of the 
group and shouting words of encour-
agement to the younger players. I was 
impressed too by her humility in post-
game interviews, always highlight-
ing other players’ performances and 
describing her goals as a team effort. 
McCool embodies what every soccer 
player should aspire to be — a talented 
athlete who works hard and leads by 
example. She will certainly be missed 
as the team takes the field this fall.

— Caroline Lund, Sports Senior 
Associate 

Women’s basketball: Guard Joce-
lyn Willoughby

Willoughby was a key leader on 
and off the court for women’s basket-

ball this season and the young team 
will definitely miss her. Her basketball 
feats are remarkable — the decorated 
player averaged 13.2 points per game 
throughout her collegiate career and 
led the Cavaliers in points, free-throw 
shooting, three-point shooting, re-
bounding and minutes during her 
final season — however, off the court 
was where Willoughby truly shined. 

She lived on the Lawn, made the 
ACC All-Academic Team four times 
and was named the first ACC Scholar 
of the Year in program history. How-
ever, Willoughby was not only an 
extremely accomplished student, but 
served as a phenomenal role model to 
her fellow teammates and peers at the 
University. 

Willoughby was recently selected 
with the 10th overall pick in the 2020 
WNBA Draft by the Phoenix Mercu-
ry and was immediately traded to the 
New York Liberty, where she will form 
a dynamic duo with Naismith Player 
of the Year and point guard Sabrina 
Ionescu. While the Liberty have yet to 
win a WNBA championship in their 
23 seasons, Ionescu and Willoughby 
could be the missing pieces to push 
New York over the hump. 

— Eva Surovell, Sports Senior As-
sociate

CD Sports Staff
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Bryce Perkins (top left), Jocelyn Willoughby (top right), Braxton Key (bottom left) and Meghan McCool (bottom right) have left a lasting mark on the University.
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Cheers and applause rang from 
thirty-odd screens as family, friends 
and colleagues un-muted to wish grad-
uating students in the English depart-
ment’s Area Program in Literary Prose 
godspeed on their post-collegiate jour-
neys. The program itself, created in 
2014 as a parallel program to the Area 
Program in Poetry Writing, features 
a competitive application process, a 
two-year course of study and a creative 
thesis project to be completed in the 
second semester of students’ fourth 
year. Under normal circumstances, 
graduating students would read from 
their final projects and then enjoy 
a party. The coronavirus outbreak 
forced APLP Director Liz Denton to 
rethink how to best celebrate the sev-
en writers from the class of 2020. 

“Those of us who teach these ded-
icated students could not imagine 
forgoing this rite of passage,” Denton 
said. “Though of course it’s less than 
they deserve, by holding the live vir-
tual reading we’re doing our best to 
fully celebrate the accomplishments of 
these steadfast and talented students.” 

Creative Writing Professor Miche-
line Aharonian Marcom emphasized 
the circumstances and global challeng-
es APLP students have had to face to 

complete their studies. 
“Our goal is simple,” Marcom said, 

“to celebrate the students’ accomplish-
ments, to mark the end of the term 
and of the APLP Program, to share the 
work publicly, and to in this particular 
case call attention to the extraordinary 
achievement of doing so under the 
circumstances of remote learning and 
study.”

The bulk of the program, which 
took place on Sunday afternoon, fea-
tured pre-recorded readings from each 
of the students. Before each reading, 
another student in the program intro-
duced the writer. This heartwarming 
touch gave visitors a look at the unique 
nature of the program, which Denton 
described as “tight-knit.”

“By committing to the serious and 
intensive study of the craft of writ-
ing,” Denton said, “students … are 
able to inspire one another, to engage 
in conversation with one another in 
and out of class, conversation not only 
about their own writing but about the 
continuum of works by writers, both 
canonic and current, that they aspire 
to join.”

The opportunity to perform inten-
sive study in a small group appealed 
to many students in the program, 

particularly given the fact that most 
writers tend to work in isolation to 
actually create pieces. For Lizz Ban-
gura, a graduating fourth-year College 
student in the program, majoring in 
Creative Writing was not her original 
plan — but the people in the program 
played a role in making her decision. 

“I find our specific class to be very 
special,” Bangura said. “It’s just the sev-
en of us. I can honestly say I love each 
and every one of them.”

Once she made her decision, Ban-
gura said the program allowed her to 
grow considerably as a writer. 

“I no longer write to a white gaze,” 
Bangura said. “I’ve learned that it’s ok 
to reject ‘the classics’ because the clas-
sics have rejected people who look like 
me since the beginning of time. I’m 
happy I found a major that lets me feel 
empowered in this sentiment.” 

At the virtual reading, Bangu-
ra read an excerpt from her thesis, 
“Generations: A Lyric From Mother 
to Daughter.” Photographs accom-
panied her prose, which graduating 
fourth-year College student Dan Goff  
— who introduced Bangura’s work at 
the ceremony — called “beautiful and 
essential.”

As the ceremony continued with 

heartfelt words between the students, 
the strength  and creativity of the 
graduating writers became clear. The 
series of readings provided a sampling 
of the variety of genres, styles and ex-
periments the students had explored 
and refined throughout their course 
of study. Graduating fourth-year Col-
lege student Andy Mangham elabo-
rated on the meaning and inspiration 
behind the selection from his thesis, 
“How Gogga Prix Finally Went Too 
Far, and Doomed the Universe.”  

“I believe very strongly in the 
power of literature as entertainment,” 
Mangham said. “We’ve somehow for-
gotten that for much of human histo-
ry, ‘literature’ … has come in the form 
of stories, parables, myths, what have 
you. I want to bring back that merger 
of the insightful and entertaining.” 

Mangham’s chosen excerpt, where 
a trickster goddess named Gogga Prix 
— whom Mangham described as “a bit 
of a knucklehead” — is facing punish-
ment from the other deities for killing 
God, was another highlight of the vir-
tual reading. For Mangham, the fact 
that the selection was “silly and gross 
and over-the-top” helped to illustrate 
his goal in writing the piece. 

“It talked about real feelings, real 

ideas and — I hope — drew my audi-
ence in enough to consider these ide-
as and feelings on an intuitive level,” 
Mangham said. 

After seven exceptional readings, 
the virtual ceremony continued with 
gifts from Denton and Marcom, 
which had been mailed to the stu-
dents. The packages included laurel 
crowns, handmade by Denton, as well 
as a journal and a different volume 
from the Library of America for each 
writer. 

In reflecting on the program, Ban-
gura shared a sentiment on the bond 
between the seven graduating stu-
dents. 

“I can see us all being very success-
ful in our personal endeavors,” Bangu-
ra said. “But I also see us occasionally 
reuniting, reminiscing about the times 
we stayed up all night to finish the ten 
page short story we started the day be-
fore it was due.” 

To end the virtual ceremony, the 
whole call toasted the graduates and 
shared a last round of applause. Den-
ton and Marcom congratulated the 
graduates on a job well done — and a 
promising future of creation. 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Area Program in Literary Prose celebrates graduates 

Virtual ceremony caps off two years of study with readings, gifts and a toast 

Robin Schwartzkopf | Arts & Entertainment Editor

In the midst of the global COV-
ID-19 crisis, self isolation — though 
unprecedented and challenging even 
at the best of times — presents a 
unique opportunity for reflection. For 
fourth years in particular, this mo-
ment of pause in an otherwise busy 
and fast-paced world comes at a time 
when reflection on their time spent at 
the University is natural, as the end 
of one’s college career would usually 
be commemorated with a graduation 
ceremony. This year’s event is bitter-
sweet in more ways than usual, and 
for performing arts students it serves 
as an opportunity to look back on the 
many joys and challenges of the pro-
grams and experiences at the Univer-
sity, both before and after the shift to 
online learning. 

The University’s decision to move 
all spring classes to remote instruc-
tion introduced unique difficulties for 
performing arts classes — which rely 
on a significant amount of in-person 
coaching and feedback — as well as 
the cancelation of final performanc-

es. For some fourth years who have 
practiced this way for several years in 
anticipation of their performance, the 
switch was challenging to manage. 

“[Switching to online] basically 
rendered all of my performance classes 
impossible to execute,” said fourth-
year College student Zoe Gray, who 
will graduate this year with a double 
major in Media Studies and Music. 
“The learning environment for mu-
sic or performance does not translate 
well online and is very difficult to 
replicate. For my voice lessons, coach-
ings and Performance Concentration 
Seminars, the lag over Zoom, acoustic 
problems at home and lack of in-per-
son accompaniment made lessons very 
challenging.” 

Gray, who is a Distinguished Ma-
jor Performance student, was prepar-
ing for a solo recital in April to mark 
the end of her vocal studies when the 
switch to the online format was an-
nounced, which caused all fourth-year 
recitals to be canceled. 

“It was a heartbreaking adjust-

ment, and [it was] hard to do my les-
sons without remembering what I had 
lost,” Gray said. 

Along with the cancelation of 
solo recitals, many student-run music 
groups were forced to cancel perfor-
mances as well. Graduating fourth-
year College student Sarah Bryan, who 
spent much of her last semester as a 
vocal director for the student theater 
organization First Year Players, faced 
this problem as the performance of 
“Kiss Me, Kate” — planned for late 
April — was canceled.

“Our show this semester had to be 
canceled because of the pandemic,” 
Bryan said. “It was disappointing to 
not be able to finish and perform the 
show, but we were able to highlight 
some of the hard work that everyone 
in the organization put in through 
Arts on the Hill, and I am proud of 
what we were able to accomplish.” 

Despite the challenges and losses 
of the unique past semester, the joyful 
experiences of music at the University 
extend far beyond the limitations of 

the current circumstances. Between 
taking influential and informative 
classes, forming close-knit student 
groups and delivering impressive per-
formances, there was no shortage of 
musical opportunities for the Class 
of 2020. In reflecting on their time at 
the University, fourth-year students 
shared how various opportunities and 
quirks of the University itself — such 
as its iconic landscape — contributed 
to their experience. Old Cabell Hall in 
particular is familiar as a memorable 
venue for both performing and watch-
ing from the audience.

“Any performance on the Old Ca-
bell stage was memorable for me, but I 
was especially moved by extraordinary 
musical moments where I became 
so swept up in the singing that I felt 
pure joy and internal validation that 
I was doing what I was meant to do,” 
Gray said. “Old Cabell was a powerful 
place to perform because I knew big 
voices had been on that stage, even if 
they hadn’t sung — like Martin Luther 
King Jr. or Hillary Clinton, whom I 

had the privilege of seeing here.”
Though more closely resembling 

a warehouse than a theater, even the 
Student Activities Building — in 
which First Year Players traditionally 
puts on a musical each semester — 
housed special memories for students. 

“One of my favorite memories of 
performing arts at U.Va. is the FYP 
tradition where we sing the Good 
Old Song backstage at the end of 
every performance,” Bryan said. “It is 
a really nice moment of community 
that brings together everyone from all 
branches of the organization to cele-
brate our shared passion and dedica-
tion.”

As fourth year comes to a close and 
graduating students move forward 
from their time at the University, the 
lasting impact of the experiences and 
lessons from performing at the Uni-
versity endure. Though uncertain-
ty looms in the current state of the 
world, there is still hope and joy to be 
found in the continuous haven of the 
performing arts.

Amid uncertainty, performing arts endure
Fourth-year students reflect on their experiences with various music programs at the University

Caitlin Woodford | Arts & Entertainment Editor
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The optional Aetna Student Health Plan: 
- gives you access to care by working closely with your school and with a network 
of doctors, hospitals, pharmacies, and specialists throughout the countr y; and 
- is providing extra resources and suppor t specific to COVID-19, including  
telemedicine and no-fee prescription deliver y.
Visit uvastudentinsurance.com to learn more!

You’ve handled uncer tainty, adversity, and change with 
grace, determination, and positivity. Thank you. We wish 
you happiness, health, wellness, and success wherever 
your next steps take you! Congratulations!

- The UVA Department of Student Health and Wellness

To the UVA Classes of 2021, 2022, 2023, and 2024:
Our ser vices are available to you during the summer and periods of  
distance learning, and we look forward to the time when we are all back 
on Grounds together. Please note that the University requires all students 
to have health insurance, and students can either enroll in the UVA Aetna  
Student Health Plan or submit proof of comparable health insurance coverage.

JULY 20
SITE OPENS TO SUBMIT PROOF OF  
INSURANCE OR ENROLL

AUGUST 31
DEADLINE TO SUBMIT PROOF OF  

INSURANCE OR ENROLL

AUGUST 15
COVERAGE BEGINS 

FOR AETNA ENROLLEES

EMAIL STH-INS@VIRGINIA.EDU WITH QUESTIONS!

To the University of Virginia Class of 2020:To the University of Virginia Class of 2020:
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