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the spectrum from red to violet. It makes up
skin or the clothes on our backs. That’s why we
what color means to our staff.
To us, it meant the color of gentrification,
painted on the hip walls of ASU’s hip backyard, the melanin in the skin of those fighting
tooth-and-nail against a global pandemic or
the striped flag representing trans students
who struggle to find adequate health care.
Whatever color may mean to you, read on to
find out what it means to the ASU community.
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Report

Abandoned
in transition
Although quarantine has provided a space
for more flexible gender identities, many lack
the health resources to reflect that
by Garrett Stanley

P

acking up and moving back
home is probably not how most
students envisioned their spring
semester and summer in 2020. For Kai
Graham, a sophomore studying cybersecurity, moving in with their parents was
especially difficult. As a transgender and
nonbinary person, Graham quarantined
with family members who were unsupportive or unaccepting of them.
Graham feels that while their dad is
not actively malicious, his lack of education leaves them feeling unsupported.
“But then, my stepmother is a Trump
supporter,” Graham said. “My methods
in the past have been to tolerate it, but I
actually cut that relationship off recently.
Being around it more made me realize
how unhealthy it was.”
The COVID-19 pandemic struck
communities in different ways, and the
trans community was uniquely affected.
Trans health care is full of barriers
and gatekeeping, Florence Ashley, an
activist and bioethicist at the University of Toronto, said. “This has been
a huge issue, with trans people being
severely undertreated for COVID and
non-COVID related issues.”
Ashley attributed part of the deprioritization of trans health to “trans broken
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arm syndrome.”
“You’ll come into the emergency room
with a broken arm and they’ll say, ‘We
can’t help you, we don’t do trans health,’”
they said. Ashley highlighted the point
that not only is trans-specific health care
lacking, but basic health care access is
also a difficulty for the trans community.
“Trans people aren’t getting the same
(medical attention) that others are
getting, and yet they may actually need
more than many,” Ashley said. Along
with general health care, some trans
people seek out hormone replacement
therapy or surgeries such as a double
mastectomy (top surgery) or a vagino/
phalloplasty (bottom surgery). These
procedures have been deemed nonessential, and therefore are not widely practiced at the moment.
An ASU student who wished to
remain anonymous so as not to be outed
recalled their friend’s gender-affirming
surgery being pushed back an entire
month. “He had spent the past several
months hyping himself up for this very
specific date, and then they strung him
out for over a month. Moving the date
really messed with his job, it was very
stressful,” the student said.
Hugo Crick-Furman, a senior study-
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ing theatre, said their friend who was
supposed to get a vagino/phalloplasty
also experienced a similar delay. “That’s
another month of tucking or binding that can be physically painful,”
Crick-Furman said.
Between hospital resources being redirected to COVID-19 relief, financial
barriers or insecurity and a general difficulty receiving appropriate care, trans
people are finding that the resources
they need are even harder to access
during the pandemic. “I have one friend
who is avoiding hormones,” Graham

said. “With unemployment (due to
the pandemic), no insurance and no
job restricts them from what they want
to do.”
Ashley explained that an additional
barrier that trans people are encountering is some health care professionals
refusing to prescribe HRT through telehealth appointments. “There’s this idea
that you need an in-person vibe to tell
if someone is truly trans,” Ashley said.
They said many doctors are unwilling
to prescribe HRT in general, citing a
lack of knowledge.

“Ignorance isn’t passive, it’s active.
Doctors are actively not learning about
trans people,” Ashley said. “At what
point in the road did their school not
prioritize learning about trans health,
at what point did they not prioritize
learning about trans health?”
Crick-Furman pointed out that
trans people often have one of two
experiences when seeking health care.
“We are either pathologized or ignored,”
they said. “It’s not a disease, it’s an experience. It’s not something to try to cure, it’s
something to try to navigate.” They said

they wish more health care professionals
understood the role they should play in
helping trans patients.
Graham’s barriers to accessing HRT
were more pandemic-centric.
“I was avoiding going anywhere
during the pandemic to get any
medical help, but within the last month
or so I’ve been able to see a doctor to
get the blood work for HRT,” Graham
said. “I had to research places that were
friendly to trans people.”
For Graham, starting HRT was a difficult decision. “Part of it was fear of how
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“Trans people aren’t getting the same
(medical attention) that others are
getting, and yet they may actually need
more than many,” — Florence Ashley

other people would react, as well as a fear
of the unknown,” Graham said.
As hospital restrictions have begun
to relax, some elective surgeries have
been reinstituted. Ashley said there are
underpinnings of transphobia present
in the manner in which hospitals are
reopening certain departments. “We
are seeing surgeries in cis people that are
similar being prioritized over trans care,”
said Ashley.
Another significant barrier to trans
health is a growing ideology that most
trans, nonbinary and gender-nonconforming people are following a trend.
“They even call it transtrender,” Ashley
said. Ashley notes that “transtrender”
is derogatory, but is being reclaimed
by some.
“It really trivializes our experiences
when they talk about it as a trend,”
Graham said.
They believe there is a movement
toward more fluid gender expressions,
but that does not mean it is just a “trend”.
“I think it’s important to understand
the difference between gender identity
and gender expression,” Graham said.
Ashley explained that there are several
factors that more accurately explain
why it may appear that more people
5

are identifying as trans, nonbinary or
gender-nonconforming.
“Parents now know better, they know
that trans people exist and are teaching
their kids about it,” Ashley said.
Poor mental health has been exacerbated across the board during COVID19. “The prevalence of symptoms of
anxiety disorder was approximately
three times those reported in the second
quarter of 2019 (25.5% versus 8.1%),
and prevalence of depressive disorder was approximately four times that
reported in the second quarter of 2019
(24.3% versus 6.5%),” according to a
report published by the CDC.
Accessing adequate mental health
care is not a simple task for trans people.
Graham and Crick-Furman cited
instances when their therapists were
not educated on how to appropriately
help them.
“I used to see a therapist and they actually didn’t even know what being trans
meant,” Graham said.
Crick-Furman experienced something
similar.
“I ended up having to explain a lot
of things rather than getting help with
them,” they said.
While the CDC reports young

adults and ethnic minorities as groups
that were especially affected by
COVID-19, it’s important to note
that trans and LGBTQ+ people
were not a group that was specifically
mentioned.
While anxiety and depression have
been up, some trans and gender-nonconforming people have found a sense
of security in their gender.
“Going through (self-reflection) reaffirms that there’s things that I would like
to change about myself, or things that I
thought to be true,” said Graham.
Time in isolation has granted some
the freedom to explore gender expression they may not have been comfortable trying in public.
“I’ve never had hair this long and I’ve
learned that I really like it, it made me
realize I’m a little less masc,” Crick-Furman said.
The anonymous student attributed
this to seeing fewer people regularly.
“I like having longer hair when it’s not
being perceived as feminine by other
people,” the student said. “The silver
lining to this is that I have had a lot
of time to do some self-reflecting and
experiment with my gender outside of
the public eye.”

“Best experience ever,
with a loan company!”
- Christine, 5-star review, 7/8/20
Low-rate private student loans with rave reviews

Don’t worry about repayment for 9 months after graduation
Extended 9-month grace period, 3 months longer than most
lenders1
Get a headstart - you can choose to pay $25 a month in
school
Small payments can add up to big savings
Risk-free 2-minute eligibility check
Check your eligibility with zero credit impact

Get started today at

Rates, payments, and screen image
are shown for example purposes only.

www.earnest.com/arizona
Are you ready to apply? Make sure you explore federal student aid, scholarships, and grants first.

Nine-month grace period is not available for borrowers who choose our Principal and Interest Repayment plan while in school.

1

For eligibility rules, visit https://www.earnest.com/eligibility. Earnest private student loans are subject to credit qualification, verification of application
information, and certification of the loan amount.
Earnest Loans are made by Earnest Operations LLC or One American Bank, Member FDIC. Earnest Operations LLC, NMLS #1204917, CA CFL # 6054788,
303 2nd Street, Suite 401N, San Francisco, CA 94107. Visit https://www.earnest.com/licenses for a full list of licensed states.
Terms and conditions apply. Earnest reserves the right to modify or discontinue the terms of this product at any time without notice.
One American Bank and Earnest LLC and its subsidiaries are not sponsored by or agencies of the United States of America.
© 2020 Earnest LLC. All Rights reserved.

6

Report

Urban scrawl
battles
urban sprawl
Phoenix and Tempe graffiti
writers challenge gentrified
city aesthetics
by Kiera Riley

P

rior to the police chase, his
hands were already shaking. It
was his first night tagging, like
really tagging. He had spent months
practicing his letters, perfecting his
name and begging his older cousin to
take him around the neighborhood
to spray.
Somehow, he had broken him down.
As the slight clink of the spray paint
cans traced his steps into the still night,
he felt the usual pang of the pre-illegal
activity jitters. But he pushed it aside.
This night marked more than the first
mark on a wall. It was a test of his dedication to graffiti.
He followed along as the group hit
a few tags. They threw up hollows and
the occasional fill if the coast was clear
enough to take the time. But just as
the night slowed to a comfortable mob
around town, they saw the lights.
Red and blue ricocheted off the cinder
block walls. The lights flashed in time
with his now pounding heart as the
vehicle whipped into the alley, narrowly
missing him.
Behind houses and through side
streets, he ran. Cans shuddered, sirens
wailed. With each step, they got closer.
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The screech nipped at the backs of his
ankles. It was an adrenaline-fueled
wind sprint.
He scaled a neighbor’s fence and
shot into the street. With the threat of
capture creeping closer, he scrambled
under a nearby car and waited for the
lights to fade, for the sirens to die out.
“Like any other graff story, there always
has to be a car chase every now and then,”
MOES, a Phoenix-area graffiti writer,
said. “But that was the first time that
I ever went out. It was like two in the
morning. We were little kids.”
At 10 years old, MOES got the first
taste of what would become his lifelong passion. Since his first time tagging
over a decade ago, he’s watched the
greater Phoenix graffiti scene continue to
move in flux.
But as the Phoenix landscape and the
graffiti scene evolve, ironies emerge in
the growth of each of them.
To bring in more growth to downtown Phoenix, businesses and city
governments have started using street
art, graffiti’s legal counterpart, to make
the area more aesthetically pleasing
and instagrammable.
On the other hand, graffiti artists
continue to face the looming threat of
arrest and heavy policing, especially in
low-income areas. Tensions between
the two result in a thriving, iconoclast
graffiti scene.
Gentrification and street art

Oftentimes, the general public lumps
graffiti and street art into the same
category. But the major differences
between the two clash in the intent of
each form. Both can be counter-cultural and socially progressive, but
murals and street art are typically legal
and widely commissioned.
Photo by Matt Keough
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Street art is especially becoming an
attraction in downtown Phoenix.
In the last decade, downtown Phoenix
underwent a revitalization. What once
was a desolate business district is now
chock-full of artesian coffee shops, highrise apartment complexes and three-dollar-sign restaurants.
The area is also home to ASU’s downtown Phoenix campus, which continues to grow as rapidly as the city itself.
Since the campus’ opening in 2008, it
has played a key role in the development
of the Phoenix metropolitan area.
According to the University, the
population at the downtown Phoenix
campus has increased by 47% over the
past decade, with 11,420 students last
fall semester. This number is expected
to rise in the next few years.
In March of this year, the University
broke ground on a new 16-floor residential hall. The University also announced
plans to move parts of the Herberger
Institute for Design and the Arts
as well as W.P. Carey School of
Business downtown.
The downtown Phoenix population
as a whole grew by 56% in the last five
years as well. And with rapid interior
growth comes drastic exterior change.
Adorning almost every new addition
to the downtown area are big, bright
murals. According to Murals of Phoenix,
an organization dedicated to bringing
9

street art into downtown, there are over
70 recorded murals in Phoenix.
Roosevelt Row, the city’s arts district,
serves as a centerpoint for street art,
making the area entrancing for tourists and Arizona residents alike. Posts
under the Roosevelt Row location tags
on Instagram are fraught with influencers striking poses in front of the
famed bird wall, or taking flight with
feathered wings.
The general artistic aesthetic is making
downtown more appealing to potential residents and equally as tempting

“What once was
a desolate business
district is now
chock-full of artesian
coffee shops, high-rise
apartment complexes
and three-dollar-sign
restaurants.”
for developers.
Along with colorful murals come
more high-end apartment buildings.
Oh, and a raise in the cost of living and
the median income. According to the
gentrification map created by Governing,
the arts district in downtown Phoenix

is gentrified.
Claire Del Sorbo, a former member
of the Bronx River Art Collective in
New York City, noticed a similar trend
in the city.
“Murals tend to be more aesthetically
pleasing than graffiti, which bodes well
for developers and real estate officials,
who can utilize them to create the illusion of insurgency and rebellion, despite
only being created at the mercy of these
private companies,” Del Sorbo said.
In the arts districts in Phoenix,
developers also use similar tactics “to
invoke the aesthetic of a young, collegeeducated, hip artist class residing in
their building.”
Because of this, tensions between
muralists and graffiti writers have
become more pressing and apparent
in Phoenix.
“The murals that pop up alongside
the walls of renovated apartment buildings are just one symptom of the main
problem: the glamorization of city life
and aesthetics without thinking about
the inequality that paves the way for
these conditions in the first place,”
Del Sorbo said.
“Of course, everyone wants to live in
a charming neighborhood with street
art and artisanal coffee shops, but it’s
important to consider what lies underneath these elements,” she said.
In one instance, the Link, a luxury

apartment building in Phoenix, commissioned a mural to promote the new
development. Phoenix writers tagged
over the wall multiple times, holding
true to the anarchical roots of graffiti.
Graffitti as a way of reclamation

Graffiti writers in Phoenix, and all over
the world, continue to vibrantly attack
cities and assert a certain will to power.
Since modern graffiti culture’s inception in New York City in the late ‘60s,
writers continue to push boundaries of
style, technique and spray. In this way,
graffiti is an esoteric anomaly seldom
understood by the public.
In an interview with Vans, KATSU,
a graffiti writer and member of
the graffiti crew Big Time Mafia (BTM),
summed it up.
“Graffiti is not art. Graffiti is about
promoting crimes and disrupting the
city.” KATSU said, “Graffiti writers
should love graffiti. People in the public
should hate it.”
However, within the graffiti community, a certain sense of comradery and
competition keeps writers pushing.
SORE, another prominent Phoenix
graffiti writer, started spraying in 2010.
He took note of names around the city
while he skated and bussed around.
“I’d catch myself looking at the same
poles and power boxes to see if there
were any new names up,” he said.

After messing around with handstyles,
he quickly began hitting the streets.
“What drives me is just leaving a
permanent mark on my city I was born
and raised in,” he said. “I’m in the car
mobbing around with whoever like, ‘Yo
check that out, that’s my expression
over there.’”
Other Phoenix writers, like SKIN,
PLAS, GOSER and WEAPS, plaster
their names around the city.
Graffiti accounts continue to document the walls of Phoenix as they
undergo shifting coats of color and buff.
Some of the most popular, @arizonaletras and @ctrl.phx, often post pictures of
prominent writers.
Though the posts garner admiration
and attention from graffiti fanatics
across the state, many do not see tags in
the same light.
Graffiti Free Phoenix, a government group dedicated to buffing and
apprehending writers, aims to fulfill
its namesake.
A promotional brochure created by
the organization states graffiti “lowers
property value, discourages business and
residential investment and retail sales,
promotes fear and impacts a community’s overall economic vitality.”
The latest report projects Phoenix
spending upwards of $2 million a year
on buffing graffiti. Graffiti Free Phoenix
also recruits volunteers to buff graffiti

around the neighborhood.
MOES started his graffiti career with
a police chase, and still frequently runs
into the cops when he’s out painting. In
his experience, police have sometimes
gone too far.
He recalled a time when a cop threatened to beat him, spray him with his
own spray paint and leave him to suffer.
MOES also notes bias in cop involvement in Latinx communities.
“We get harassed more,” he said. “Even
if you’re not writing graffiti, if you’re just
walking down the street they’ll go and
try and pat you down and try to see
what’s going on when you’re not even
doing anything.”
In Phoenix, graffiti or criminal
damage ranges from a class one misdemeanor to a felony charge depending on
the nature of the damage. At the lowest
charge, writers face $750 in fines and up
to four months in jail.
The max sentence, which applies “if
property is valued at $10,000 or more,
or belongs to a utility and is valued at
more than $5,000,” results in three years
in prison.
But that’s part of the appeal.
“Stick to the mission,” SORE said. “Keep
your name in their face.”
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Satire

THE RED PILL
The future of male
birth control
It’s not a pill — it’s a lifestyle!
by Allie Mahai

Background on The (red)Pill*:

The (red)Pill process:

Too many people ignore the burgeoning research on male birth control. Critics of the concept often cite hormonal
changes and the dangers of new external medication, but what if these issues
could be avoided? Introducing THE
RED PILL**: the first non-hormonal,
non-external male contraceptive. How
does it work? Simply put, THE RED
PILL has no physical form. That’s right.
It doesn’t require a prescription, it isn’t
over the counter, it isn’t even a pill. It’s
a lifestyle.
THE RED PILL treatment works
especially for lonely heterosexual men
who have little to no understanding of
how human women want to be treated.
Perfect candidates might have mommy
issues, or attribute their lack of sexual
success to the women around them,
rather than to their own approach.
In fact, some candidates may already
be microdosing THE RED PILL without even knowing it. Although it is a new
form of male birth control, it is based
upon years and years of subtle, systemic
hatred for femininity. This is why THE
RED PILL is so effective! It is as close to
natural a drug can get while intentionally distorting everything we know about
evolutionary psychology and biology.

While effective, obtaining THE
RED PILL can be strenuous. Every user
confronts it differently, but most candidates' experiences are all too familiar.
It often begins in the Friendzone.
Some men wait here for ages. In many
cases, they don’t even realize they’re in
it. Here, they perform the painful task
of an emotional investment (hoping
for strings attached), only to receive
useless emotional support (and no sex)
in return. This task is what some people
refer to as “friendship.”
When they do get out, they’re plagued
by a simultaneous simmering resentment
and an unnecessary idolatry for Any Girl
(classmates, colleagues, or other acquaintances who feel a social obligation to be
courteous to them). If they don’t medicate at this point, the pain will only
worsen. In some extremely dangerous
cases, they may even do some reflecting
on their values, which could make the
THE RED PILL much less effective***.
Any Girl might lead them on and act
too sexy by smiling at them when passing
by on the street, or saying “hello” before
a work meeting. In fear of going back
to the Friendzone, they might be forced
to think about doing murder to her.
This is a key step in the process, because

12

“It is as close to natural a drug can
get while intentionally distorting
everything we know about
evolutionary psychology and biology.”

it keeps them from direct exposure
to introspection.
At this point, if they aren’t already
extremely online, they’re about to
be. Turning to the only safe space left
for them, they pull up Reddit and,
with a bit of luck, find THE RED
PILL community.
For the ones that do continue to
fight for medication, it is a minefield.
Most of the time, they have to administer the medication in the shadows. To
medicate outside of r/theredpill, they

have to use careful wording, like telling
Any Girl that she has “hot girl problems,” or that “we already have a word for
‘womansplaining’ — nagging!”
How you can get help

Talk to your local incel about THE RED
PILL. They can help you by using examples of unfit mothers over loving fathers
being granted sole custody of their children to assert that women are oppressors,
while continuing to argue that women
are naturally more suited to be caregiv-

ers. When you consider that women
who abuse men and get away with it
could be a product of toxic masculinity, other r/theredpill patients can
help you throw that in the garbage —
masculinity cannot be toxic because
you are mommy’s good little boy.
They can help you base your life upon
accruing female attention while calling it worthless, and turn exclusively to
THE cult RED PILL when you
need validation.

*Side effects may include expecting women to be goddesses until you decide they are w----s, never talking to your
mom or talking exclusively to your mom, verbally abusing Alexa, obsessing over the Greek sirens and Jezebel, hating
cats but being a furry, asking a girl who rejected you a week prior to prom, wanting a girl who isn’t like the other girls
but believing all girls are like the other girls; porn addiction and hatred for sex workers, doing sex crimes and murder;
maybe being a eugenicist, or a nazi or both; kind of liking Jordan Peterson and loving Joe Rogan.
**Though we use terminology from trans women and a bisexual woman, most candidates don’t think they exist or don’t want
them to, so it shouldn’t come up too much.
***Even when used imperfectly, patients still have a 99% chance of remaining celibate (and therfore without risk of pregnancy). This is one
of the few birth control methods (and the only male birth control method) to remain highly effective without perfect use and that’s because,
much like its possible effects before consumption, THE RED PILL can stay in your system for a long time.
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Color dissonance: Many
critique the possible
posturing behind social
media activism
Amid a sea of information overload in bold
text, students question the sincerity behind
ASU’s announcements to protect their
diverse student body

by Itzia Crespo

16

t has to be bold and pastel to fit the
theme; it should have large text with
a wide typeface and follow an “assert,
prove and explain” model.
Kay Shao checks these requirements
off a list as she designs vibrant graphics for the Instagram page @bluevirtu.
The page was founded in July of this year,
and what started as an attempt to create
a literary space for BIPOC quickly grew
into an educational resource for over
10,800 followers and counting.
Shao, an incoming freshman at
Vanderbilt University in Nashville
pursuing a degree in human and organizational development, founded the
website and Instagram page with one
goal in mind: to learn and unlearn
simultaneously. The Blue Virtu team
is comprised of over 40 collaborators
between the ages of 13 and 40, of various non-white backgrounds.
“We want to continuously strive to
replace older intellectual moral ideas
with newer and more equitable ones,”
Shao explained.

“It seemed that anyone,
no matter the following,
took to Instagram stories
to cleanse white guilt or
simply share resources
with the public.”
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Shao is one of many of the growing
number of activists taking to Instagram
to share their perspective on or post
resources about various social movements. The increase in social justice
slideshows skyrocketed in June — a
reflection of the pedestrian influx that
saturated streets across the country in
light of George Floyd’s murder and the
revivied Black Lives Matter movement.
The overexposed Lightroom “themes”
influencers commonly use to coordinate
harmonious profiles began to convey
more serious tones with monochromatic texts, a phenomenon also seen in
more performative acts like the #BlackOutTuesday trend.
In one attempt to retaliate against this
self-serving allyship, a letter signed by
more than 300 students and academics
was sent to education secretary Gavin
Williamson and higher education funding officials, criticizing the racial inequalities still present in many universities
despite statements of support for the
racial justice movement.

Illustrations by Connor Wodynski

ASU TAKES TO INSTAGRAM
In parallel, many students took to the
comment section below images ASU
posted on Instagram in early June to
express their resentment regarding a
lack of support for the Black Lives
Matter movement. Some called for
the severance of the University’s relationship with the Tempe Police Department, a stark contrast in tone against
the bright bubbly yellow theme of the
school’s profile that showcases students’
smiling faces.
Although the University did not take a
stance on the platform, President Crow
sent out an email to students and faculty
that condemned “the unfair treatment
of individuals based on their race and
ethnicity by the very government
designed to protect and defend their
rights as citizens.”
“We have always tried to ensure that
our visuals and written content represent the diverse communities we serve,”
said Kelly Krause, media and communications manager for ASU’s College
of Health Solutions, in an email. “This
is not new, and we did not adopt this
approach for the Black Lives Matter

movement because we already had a
strong awareness in place to represent
the diversity of our community as best
we can.”
On July 6 of this year, the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security,
Student and Exchange Visitor Program
announced that nonimmigrant F-1 and
M-1 students attending schools operating entirely online may not take a full
online course load and remain in the
United States.
Mark Searle, executive vice president
and university provost, issued a statement the next day to reassure students
that this policy would not impact
current ASU international students who
were or would be enrolled in campus
immersion courses at the University.
According to a University spokesperson, the five countries that contributed the most international students
to ASU in 2018 were China, Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, India and the United
Arab Emirates.
President Crow released a statement
that read: “The present effort to remove
these talented, skilled and generous

individuals from America’s economic
and cultural landscape is a thoughtless
and deeply misguided mistake, and ASU
will vehemently oppose any effort to
do so.”
The University’s Instagram post regarding the decision was met with criticism
in comments such as “okay, now remove
ICE on campus” or “I wonder if there’s a
financial incentive.”
Luis Zambrano, a senior studying journalism at the Walter Cronkite
School of Journalism and Mass Communication and member of ASU’s chapter
of Undocumented Students for Education Equity, said he concurred with
those criticizing the University.
“I was disappointed by a huge response
or seeming lack of accountability of them
allowing ICE on campus,” Zambrano
said. “And then ASU’s response was ‘well
we didn’t invite them; one of our clubs
that we (have) as an institution did.’
And that goes to the point where ASU
presents itself as one thing but allows
this kind of stuff to go on under their
watch and then wrings their hands
of it all.”
18

THE RISE OF INSTAGRAM ACTIVISM
What used to exist as a space for
pictures of puppies and sunsets began
to showcase political and human rights
outcries. It seemed that anyone, no
matter the following, took to Instagram
stories to cleanse white guilt or simply
share resources with the public.
So what changed? Paisley M. Benaza,
doctoral student of mass communication and socioeconomic justice at ASU
said the sudden spike in self-proclaimed
social media activists may have been
provoked by a combination of the work
of “on-the-ground activists” and as a side
effect of quarantine boredom.
“If that was the way it got to policy
change, and the work of the activists
and lawyers and everybody who’s been
doing the justice work for so long finally
reached the governors and politicians
and the mainstream media, then that
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was a positive thing,” Benaza said.
She said the platform provides engagement through visual identity. This
resource could let any content creator
infiltrate the space without fact-checking, but she hopes the tools and opportunities to further educate oneself prevail.
Instagram’s carousel feature, which
launched in 2017, has served as an asset
for both educational purposes and to
make announcements through a growing preference for still images.
Zambrano said recent student protests
against ICE on campus were met with
hostility from the University, and that
he wonders where Crow’s loyalties lie
due to recent lack of protection for the
immigrant community.
“Whenever I see Border Patrol agents,
I have that memory of my family
members getting that phone call saying,

‘Hey where’s my mom, where’s my uncle?’
And scrambling trying to figure out
where they are and they’ve been taken
again. It’s just a somber realization
that we’re going through this again, and
it hurts.”
Zombrano said when undocumented
students have a question, they tend
to ask Undocumented Students for
Education Equity or Dreamzone, and
he wishes the University itself offered
the resources and safe environment their
community needs to feel comfortable
enough to reach out to the University.
“I’m all for ASU doing more and
actually working towards improving
its image,” Zambrano said. “I really do
hope (President Crow) takes our ideas,
and works towards fulfilling ASU’s
mission statement.”

“What used to exist as
a space for pictures of
puppies and sunsets
began to showcase
political and human
rights outcries.”

20

Photography

Social
In August, the State Press Magazine
staff stepped out of a summer of isolation and into completely uncharted
territory. In the post-ironic spirit of
these “unprecedented times” the editorial staff decided to try something new.
The Magazine’s photographers were
given the prompt Social Distance to
interpret the current moment in terms
of composition and color.
-Connor Wodynski, Design Editor

Distance
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A. Distanced Dots, Noah Glynn
B. Past Wall, Matthew Keough
C. Wash Day, K.J. Herb
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Opinion

Communities
without immunity
Why BIPOC Students will be disproportionately affected by
ASU’s response to COVID-19 this semester
by Raphael Romero-Ruiz

T

his pandemic has not affected
everyone’s life equally.
The responses federal and
state institutions responded have
put their more at-risk populations in
danger — namely low-income, Black
and brown families.
In Arizona, Gov. Doug Ducey
mishandled the situation, and his
unwillingness to enforce regulations
created the perfect environment for an
outbreak. Black and brown communities across the state were ravaged by the
virus as it spread at a pace that allowed
no preparation.
The demographic of people who have
contracted the virus has been predominantly Latinx at 30% as of August 30,
according to the Arizona Department
of Health Services.
Zip codes with high numbers of
COVID-19 cases also happen to be
made up of low-income essential workers who cannot afford to take a day off
of work or get sick. Workplaces that
force employees to choose between
their health and the roof above their
heads contribute to systemic violence.
The health care system in place
was not ready to meet the number of
patients coming in with COVID-19. In
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June, the state could not keep up with
the number of tests required, leaving
sick people to wait in their cars for as
long as 13 hours to get tested.
Now President Michael Crow seems
to be following in Ducey’s footsteps.
ASU’s reopening plan fails to account
for our communities, and low-income
BIPOC students will suffer most.
Arizona had one of the earliest U.S.
cases of COVID-19 when an ASU
student returned to campus after traveling to Wuhan, China in January.
Students during this time began to wear
masks, but the vast majority did not see
the virus as a public health threat. This
time also brought about harassment
toward Asian students, as xenophobia and racism became ways to ascribe
responsibility for the virus.
Classes during the Spring 2020 semester continued as usual until spring break
when the university announced the
rest of the semester would transition
online. Arizona saw an uptick in cases
in March, and by the end of the month,
Ducey issued a stay-at-home order.
While the majority of students were
away from campus, a wave of infection crashed over Arizona after Ducey
ended the state’s stay-at-home order

on May 15. Arizona found itself a new
hotspot for the virus, leading the world
for most new COVID-19 cases in early
July. Maricopa County saw particularly
high transmission rates throughout the
summer. Though August has seen a
decreasing trend in transmission, this
does not mean COVID-19 is no longer
an issue. Many are still contracting the
virus. People are dying as I write.
BIPOC students are at a high risk of
exposure when returning to campus
due to racial and social inequalities
further compounded by the University’s unwillingness to be transparent
and listen to its students’ concerns
and requests.
Many low-income students are
familiar with the Federal Work-Study
program. Scholarships offered to
students of lower socioeconomic status
typically require the student to work
on-campus jobs part time.
According to a report on the demographic of low-income students done
by the U.S. Department of Education for the 2015-16 academic year,
these students tend to be BIPOC. The
racialization of wealth is to blame
for the disproportionate number of
low-income students who come from

communities of color.
In Arizona, the intersection between
race and class is blatant. A report by
Talk Poverty from 2019 shows the
percentages of people living under the
poverty line is 33.3% Native American,
19.6% Latinx, and 19.5% Black.
Consequently, many students who
come from these disenfranchised
communities take jobs as student workers. Students who work for the University are now on the frontlines of ASU’s
response to COVID-19 on-campus.
Fearing that their shot at attaining
a college degree is in jeopardy, many
“choose” to continue working on-campus jobs. This illusion of choice is what
makes this act of racism and classism
acceptable to folks who are not in plush
financial positions. Choice is a luxury

when one has a low income; to choose
where and when to work is a privilege.
The student workers that are helping
new students move in are likely there
not because they want to risk their
health, but rather because they felt
there was no other choice.
That does not even include students
working outside of the University: retail
workers, servers, baristas— all essential
workers who do not have the privilege
to work from home. While the country
is shifting into a recession with unemployment numbers at an all-time high,
being able to provide for oneself and
one's family has become increasingly
difficult. Because of this, more students
have taken on extra responsibilities to
help their families.
Diane Solorio, a junior studying

political science and public policy,
moved home during the pandemic
to help her parents.
“Moving back (to school) was pretty
difficult,” she said. “I still haven’t
moved back completely yet because my
younger siblings, who are also doing
online school, are at home and I am
taking care of them in the mornings
since my parents both work.”
Luckily, the online format of her
classes has given her the ability to
support her family.
Melissa Herrera, a junior studying
transborder Chicanx and Latinx studies, works multiple jobs and finds the
University’s decisions an added stressor.
In Herrera’s case, it impacts her ability
to support her family.

Illustration by Nghi Tran
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“My parents need help financially and
getting sick could be detrimental,
especially when you live with your
grandparents who can easily catch
anything,” — Melissa Herrera

“My parents need help financially and
getting sick could be detrimental, especially when you live with your grandparents who can easily catch anything,”
she said.
Herrera said she doesn’t feel safe on
campus and would prefer not to risk
the chance of getting sick.
ASU students have been voicing
their opinions throughout the summer
on plans to return to campus. Many
were not comfortable with the idea of
returning to in-person classes amid a
global pandemic.
Out-of-state student Isabella Fredrickson, a sophomore studying journalism, said the decision to move back to
campus was far from easy. Fredrickson,
would be risking hers and her family’s
health by returning to campus.
“A part of me did want to come back
because I had been home since March,
and I missed my friends and being on
my own,” Fredrickson said. “However,
at the same time, seeing via the news
how COVID-19 was in Arizona, and
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how officials over there were choosing to handle things, I was also very
nervous.”
ASU did not change the cost of attendance for the semester, which left many
other students like her to reach the
same conclusion: return to campus.
“Ultimately, my parents were not
going to pay fully out-of-state tuition
for me to do classes on Zoom on the
couch at home,” Fredrickson said
Now, with approximately 13,000
students living on campus and classes
resuming both online and in person,
ASU has a major responsibility to
ensure a safe learning environment for
students — especially for those who are
most at risk.
BIPOC students deserve an education without having to make the
choice between their health and their
financial livelihood.
The University also owes it to the
metro Phoenix community to keep
them safe. Vulnerable places like Guadalupe, a mostly Indigenous commu-

nity of the Pascua Yaqui Tribe that
was hit hard by summer’s COVID-19
outbreak, are put at risk by the 13,000
students now living just across the
Superstition Freeway.
To avoid a nightmarish second wave
through communities like Guadalupe, ASU must fully transition to
online as soon as possible, investing
more resources into making sure every
student has the ability to tackle their
course loads remotely.
The University must begin to work
with student leaders on a solution to
move forward with the student body
already in person. Failure to listen to
the students whose health is at stake
will not be productive in the slightest.
“If I get sick, I’ll have to be in the
hospital all by myself,” Fredrickson said.
“Since I am out of state, my parents can’t
come and take care of me and I can’t go
back home. That’s scary.”

asu off campus housing guide
looking for a place to stay?
find your new place the easy way.

Livingasu.com
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