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the stafffrom the editor
I can’t believe this is the LAST editor letter I’ll ever write for SPM! I’ve poured my heart 

and soul into making this magazine the best it could possibly be, and I’m so sad that I have 

to leave it. This issue will be the sixth magazine I’ve created as EIC, but I’ll have been on 

the staff for 18 total issues. It’s crazy to think I started out as a blogger who just wanted to 

write a weekly 400 word piece on being an introvert in college. While I still relate to that 

version of myself, I know my time at SPM has helped shape me into the more confident 

person I am today. Through all of the stress tears, anxiety dreams and lack of sleep; I’m 

extremely proud of myself. Huge shout out to our page designer, Alex, for making every 

issue so unique and dedicating several weekends to creating a masterpiece. I’d also like 

to thank all of my editors over the course of the year (Nicole, Owen, Parker and Sydney) 

for helping me see the light at the end of the tunnel and doing whatever task I asked. Also, 

a huge thank you to the multimemdia team for making the magazine beautiful. Last, but 

not least, I’d like to commemorate my reporters for their dedication, growth and creativity. 

I know letter is already riddled with clichés, but I seriously could not have done any of this 

alone. I’ll be keeping up with SPM in the future and I’ll never forget my time spent in the 

basement newsroom putting together this wonderful little magazine.

Much love,
Savanah Yaghsezian
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SPM EDITORS’ FAVORITE ASPECT OF COLLEGE

SAVANAH YAGHSEZIAN: EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

PARKER SHEA: MANAGING EDITOR
There are two types of attitudes most 

students have toward the massive size of 
ASU. The cynical claim our mass is detri-
mental to learning because it’s so hard to 
stand out as one face among 100,000. You 
know the type: the kind of person who, when 
Barrett comes up in conversation will, un-
prompted, say, “Psh. You think I’d buy into 
that SCAM?” The more optimistic point 
to the bounty of resources available to ASU 
students. Speaking for myself, the grizzled 

and hardened college vet that I am, the best 
thing about being an ASU student lately is 
realizing there’s some outlet for whatever 
I want to do right around the corner. All I 
have to do is knock on the right doors or an-
noy the right people (something I’ve learned 
to do well working at State Press) and viola! 
There’s an internship, or a thesis project, or a 
research opportunity, or some money. I real-
ly like that.

I love many things about being a col-
lege student. More specifically, there are 
many things I love about being a college 
student at ASU. There’s some more gener-
alized, run-of-the mill things people always 
say like, “I found my friends for life here!” 
and “It’s a time where you really find your-
self!” While I do agree that both of those are 
true (there’s a reason people say them all the 
time), my personal favorite thing about be-
ing enrolled in upper education is the DIS-
COUNTS. I’m currently riding on a $5 a 
month Spotify Premium plan that includes 

ALEX CZAJA: LEAD DESIGNER
Nothing says being a college student 

quite like the words “free food.” My favorite 
part about being a college student at ASU is 
that there’s always an event happening some-
where on campus offering free food in ex-
change for attendance. I’ve gone to so many 
info sessions and student government events 
, not because I was interested in hearing what 

was being said, but because they offered a 
variety of food from local restaurants. I’ve 
nabbed everything from cookies to donuts 
to entire sandwiches from these events and 
never paid a cent. Only on a college campus 
can you attract a fleet of students simply by 
advertising “free food.”

a free Hulu subscription for students, an 
Amazon Prime student membership that 
has never charged me once over three years 
(which might be an error on their part, but 
I’m cool with that) and various discounts at 
restaurants/shops/movie theaters. There is 
nothing I love more than typing in my “@
asu.edu” email address to receive some sort 
of benefit. My advice to all of you is to take 
advantage of your discounts while you can 
because I will miss them dearly when I grad-
uate. 
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06 STUDENT LIFE

WARNING:
CONSPIRACY 
THEORIES
AHEAD

I took an Uber the other day, and what start-
ed off as a normal, quiet ride ended up as a heated 
discussion about 9/11 being an inside job.

The Uber driver wholeheartedly believed 
in his view. He even explained his reasoning for 
believing in a conspiracy theory that has been 
debunked time after time: that former President 
George W. Bush “did 9/11.”

I was amazed at how strongly he believed 
in this conspiracy theory of the tragedy that oc-
curred more than a decade ago. 

Like this conspiracy theory, the internet has 
given a new life to others, which makes it easier 
for them to spread through social media and per-
suade swaths of the public.

Dan Gillmor, an associate professor teach-
ing digital media literacy at the Walter Cronkite 
School of Journalism 
and Mass Commu-
nication, says people 
“can be skeptical of 
everything that comes 
from people in posi-
tion(s) of authority.”

Although con-
spiracy theories may 
seem harmless, they 
have gained quite a 
following in the pub-
lic and have proved to be a threat to society.

For example, Gillmor says the negligence 
behind the conspiracy theory that vaccinations 

cause autism is affecting the development and 
well-being of children. 

False stories on Twitter travel faster than real 
news, according to a recent report from Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology. The rapid rate 
at which false information travels on social media 
presents a challenge to readers. 

The report states that false stories are 70 per-
cent more likely to be retweeted than real ones. 

This could be because false stories are sim-
ply more captivating. Who wouldn’t want to read 
lurid stories of political backstabbing or classic 
tabloid fare of aliens abducting Hillary Clinton? 
Extreme headlines, when not properly vetted for 
accuracy by readers, can travel as fast as a bullet. 

Last year, the Avril Lavigne conspiracy 
picked up traction through Twitter, sparking the 

ongoing debate about 
whether she is alive or 
dead and replaced with a 
doppelganger. 

Keith Brown, the 
director of the Melikian 
Center at ASU, put it 
simply: “You’ve just been 
punked by the internet.”

Another major issue 
is that bots increase the 
difficulty of navigating 

through unproven information on the internet be-
cause bots are programmed to make certain topics 
trend on social media, Brown says.

“People fall for conspiracies over social me-
dia if the information is in more simple language, 
repeated from several sources and links to people’s 
beliefs,” says Danielle McNamara, a psychology 
professor at ASU, through an email interview. 

But people can combat the dangers of con-
spiracy theories, Gillmor suggests readers check 
other sources and remain skeptical in order to 
debunk conspiracy theories that have yet to be 
proven.

“When I see something that is sensational in 
some way, my first response is to say, ‘That’s really 
interesting — if it’s true,’” he says. 

There have been a few instances of conspir-
acy theories that were vindicated to some extent, 
ranging from CIA efforts to test LSD on citizens 
to the Nixon-Watergate scandal in the 1970s. But 
these conspiracy theories have been proven by var-
ious sources as opposed to ones like the Obama 
birther conspiracy, which questions the former 
president’s U.S. citizenship. These kinds of stories 
are without basis.

But the majority of these conspiracy theories 
that exist online have been used to target people 
others don’t like, leaving the internet a no-man’s 
land. Famous conspiracy theorists like Alex Jones, 
who pushed the notion that the Sandy Hook 
massacre was fabricated, and Jack Posobiec, who 
pushed the Pizzagate false story, intentionally 
tweet false information to push their agendas. 

“I hope people remember to pause before 
they share,” Gillmor says. 

by Abdel J imenez
graphic by Sam Deadrick

You’ve just 
been punked by 

the internet.

– Keith Brown

“ “





8 STUDENT LIFE

 English is a foreign language, and the American cuisine is a taste their pal-
ette’s must acquire, yet people from across the world come to Arizona State Uni-
versity to delve into the country’s culture. 

ASU is home to Global Launch, one of the nation’s largest intensive English 
programs, according to organization officials. 

Individuals of all ages and cultures make their way to the University to per-
fect their English skills and immerse themselves within the American way of life. 

“For the last 40 years, we’ve served students from more than 160 countries, 
coming from countless backgrounds and experiences,” Global Launch Program 
Manager John Deal says. 

Deal says the program offers a rigorous curriculum that allows students to 
become fluent in English within a year. It is composed of subjects that prepare 
participants academically and linguistically for success within ASU and Amer-
ican society. 

Global Launch was created out of the school’s recognition of the need for 
high-level English-language proficiency, says Samantha Talavera, senior market-
ing and communications specialist.

As one of the nation’s largest universities, ASU is of interest to individuals 
across the world from places such as Colombia, Mongolia, Saudi Arabia and 
more, Talavera says. 

This program was initiated to ensure international applicants are equipped 
to not only meet the school’s expectations but also succeed within their respec-
tive degree programs.

“We achieve this by providing dynamic English-language learning cur-
riculum for basic through advanced learners,” Talavera says in an email. “Global 

Launch has created a significant impact on the University by providing a path for 
more international students to enroll at ASU.”

While some students return to their home countries upon completion of 
the program, many others go on to obtain undergraduate or graduate degrees 
right here at the University. 

One of those students is Amer Aljabri, 24, from Saudi Arabia. Aljabri made 
his way to the U.S. with the hope of learning English in order to complete a mas-
ter’s degree in business law. When he arrived in the States 14 months ago, he had 
no English skills and knew only one person. 

“I started at the very beginning, from Basic I,” Aljabri says. “I completed 
Global Launch this semester with successful grades and am now going to study-
ing business law at the Downtown Phoenix campus.”

He says returning home with English skills and a master’s degree will allow 
him to find a well-paying job, such as working for a bank. 

Aljabri says he also discovered a great deal about himself throughout his 
time in the program. 

Aljabri says being surrounded by people of various cultures allowed him 
to understand how others live while also sharing the customs and traditions he 
holds close. He often brings his friends to the mosque and cooks Arabian food 
for them.

Acquiring a deep understanding of the world is one of Global Launch’s 
best features, according to Ana Gomez, a 17 year old from Colombia in her fifth 
month of the program. 

“I think I have learned about other cultures the most,” Gomez says. “Most 
of my friends are Arabic, Chinese or Japanese, so I spend most of my time with 

GLOBAL

LAUNCH

@ ASU

by Emily Taylor  |  photo Isabel Han



them. I have learned more than I ever could in a book or being in a class.”
Gomez says she chose to come to ASU specifically for its En-

glish-intensive program. Although she is unsure of whether she will stay 
at the University once she finishes Global Launch, she says she wants to 
be a lawyer in Colombia someday. 

Learning English and having exposure to individuals of various 
backgrounds will allow her to better communicate with the people 
around her, Gomez says. 

She says a large chunk of her education does not come from her 
time in the classroom but, rather, the activities and field trips she does 
with the program. 

“We have activities almost every day, and I love them,” Gomez says. 
“I learn a lot through our after-hour conversation clubs and the trips we 
make to Sedona and the Grand Canyon.”

Gomez says that her Global Launch experience has come with its 
fair share of challenges, many of which include the cultural differences 
between Americans and Colombians. 

“Sometimes the culture is difficult, and we are used to acting dif-
ferent,” Gomez says. “We (Colombians) like to hug and kiss a lot. Some 
people don’t like that, and it can be very weird for 
them.”

Gomez says food is another challenging part 
about being away from home. She explains that she 
believes American cuisine is not very good and 
lacks in nutrition value. 

She mentions that the food she does like is 
too expensive. She misses the food from her home-
town and says it is one of the largest cultural differ-
ences she has faced.  

Malik Abduljabbar, a 23-year-old Global 
Launch alumnus from Saudi Arabia, says interact-
ing with people of different cultures was also one of 
his main challenges. 

Abduljabbar explains he learned many Amer-
ican customs the hard way, such as not always trust-
ing strangers, as well as leaving a tip after receiving 
service from a restaurant or cab company. 

“When I first got here, there were a few times 

the manager of a restaurant would ask me if there 
was a problem with the service because I did not 
leave a tip,” Abduljabbar says. “I didn’t know, and it 
took me a while to realize that.”

He says he was able to overcome his academ-
ic and personal challenges with the support of the 
Global Launch faculty and students. 

The program provides tutoring services and 
access to advisors from Global Launch and the 
various schools within ASU. There is also a staff of 
student workers from more than 15 countries to 
assist the participants throughout their time away 
from home, according to Deal, program manager. 

“The teachers are very friendly and always 
open to help,” Abduljabbar says. “They are wel-
come to come after hours and help you pursue and 
learn things that are not just related to English.”

After Abduljabbar completed Global 
Launch in 2014, he became a full-fledged Sun Devil and is on his 
way to graduating with a degree in computer systems engineering 
from the Ira A. Fulton Schools of Engineering in May 2018. 

ASU was his school of choice because Global Launch offers 
students the ability to bypass English proficiency tests typically re-
quired for foreign applicants, as long as they attend the University 
and finish the program with a B-average or higher. 

Although he says he is open to any good job related to his ma-
jor, Abduljabbar’s end goal is to be the CEO of a large engineering 
company. He mentions that he feels the skills and principles he ac-
quired through Global Launch will help him get closer to that goal. 

“What I think makes this program so special is that it does not 
just focus on the textbook,” Abduljabbar says. “It believes you study 
throughout the course. We all kind of learned from each other ... 
That’s one of the cool things about studying with Global Launch.”

What I  think 
makes this program 
so special  is  that i t 
does not just focus 

on the textbook. We 
al l  k ind of learned 

from each 
other.

– Mal ik Abdul jabbar

“
“
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On Sept. 19, 2017, I was sitting at a table on 
the Tecnológico de Monterrey Ciudad de Méxi-
co campus reviewing a PowerPoint presentation I 
was supposed to give that evening. I was enjoying 
the sun and the low hum of conversations that 
flows through the halls and plazas of any college 
campus, which is surprisingly less distracting 
when it occurs in a language that’s not your own. 
And then, the world started to shake.

When I decided to study abroad in Mexico 
City through an Arizona State University ex-
change program, I never thought that while there, 
I would experience one of the deadliest earth-
quakes in the city’s history. But on that Tuesday 
afternoon, I did. And it changed my life. 

As the ground started to shake, I ran to the 

middle of a nearby plaza, where other students 
had started to gather frantically. Students poured 
out of buildings, yelling names, yelling curses, 
just yelling. It felt like being on a boat. The tall 
buildings surrounding me shook back and forth, 
up and down, and things started falling from the 
sky — small rocks, branches, pieces of buildings. 

I don’t remember how long the earthquake 
lasted. All I remember is that, once it seemed 
like it was over, I went to the get my stuff from 
the table I had been sitting at, wearing the knee-
length pencil skirt I had carefully picked out for 
my presentation later that evening. I merged into 
a river of students — some crying, some yelling 
names, others silent — moving toward the center 
of campus. 

Once we got to the fountain that marked the 
center of campus, I realized there was something 
missing from the hodgepodge of brightly colored 
brick buildings: the bridges that connected them. 
The bridges that linked two classroom buildings 
and an office building that also housed the cafete-
ria were no longer in the sky — they were on the 
ground. And giant cement bridges don’t just fall 
four stories and land peacefully. There were peo-
ple trapped beneath them. 

As I made this realization, students around 
me started to do the same — we were all struck 
by a collective sense of confusion and then horror. 
Some students started running toward the piles 
of bricks and cement and human bodies that lay 
beneath where the bridges had once been. Oth-

EMERGENCY ABROAD:

by Mia Armstrong  |  photos by Mia Armstrong 
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ers frantically checked their phones, trying to call 
brothers, mothers, friends. 

I felt useless. So many students were try-
ing to help that it was chaos, and authorities 
quickly tried to cordon off the most affected 
areas, including where the bridges collapsed, to 
try to avoid the “too many cooks in the kitchen” 
phenomenon. I wandered around the campus, 
searching for friends. I lent pens and paper to 
people, so they could make signs with the names 
of the loved ones they were searching for. I heard 
lots of sirens. I tried to text my family. I got an As-
sociated Press news alert that a deadly earthquake 
had struck Mexico City. I had no idea what was 
going on. 

Five hours later, the school started running 
buses to bring people home from the campus. 
When I left the campus that day, I had no idea it 
would be for the last time. 

When I got back to my host family’s home, 
we didn’t have electricity, and neither did most of 
the city. The next few days were a blur. Without 
electricity, we had little access to news, but we 
knew the city was in desperate need of help. We 
went door-to-door to collect blankets, water, 
food and medicine from houses in our neigh-
borhood. We volunteered at a donation center 
at my school. We raided Costco for empty boxes 
to help package “dispensas” — packages of food, 
water and hygiene supplies. Two days after the 
earthquake, I stood in my bathroom, still with-
out electricity, and cried while listening to Oasis’s 
“Wonderwall” and brushing my teeth in the dark: 
“And all the roads we have to walk are winding. 
And all the lights that lead us there are blinding.”

I got an email from my host university tell-
ing me the campus would be closed for the rest 
of the semester. I had three options, I was told: go 
back to the U.S., transfer to another campus in a 
city like Monterrey or Guadalajara, or continue 
my classes in Mexico City under a “hybrid model.” 
It wasn’t totally clear what a “hybrid model” was, 
but it seemed to consist of mostly online classes, 
with in-person meetings for exams and group ac-

tivities in spaces donated by other universities. 
The last thing I wanted to do was leave Mex-

ico City. Mexico City, I thought, was my every-
thing for the moment, it was my home. You can’t 
run away from natural disasters. And in the mo-
ment you feel the most alone, you should anchor 
yourself to the place you feel most connected — I 
was already in that place. 

I was lucky to have 
the option to stay in 
Mexico City — many 
others didn’t. After the 
earthquake, the number 
of exchange students 
dwindled. Some of my 
peers’ universities, like 
the University of Texas, 
forced their students 
to transfer campuses or 
come home. 

According to Dan 
Hart, associate director 
of international health, 
safety and security at 
ASU Study Abroad, 
ASU works hard to pre-
pare for emergencies like 
the Mexico City earthquake. 

“ASU has a robust active emergency and 
communication plan that includes evacuation 
assistance and security intelligence services that 
provide us with frequent updates,” Hart wrote in 
an email. 

In the days following the earthquake, I saw 
this communication plan in action. I was in con-
stant contact with my ASU study abroad adviser, 
who helped me sort through my options. She 
talked with my ASU academic advisers to ex-
plore session B classes and connected me with 
counseling services, helping me deal with com-
plex academic and personal issues at a time when 
I felt overwhelmed and lacked consistent access 
to internet. 

ASU Study Abroad recommends that 
students research health and safety risks before 
leaving the U.S. and register with the U.S. State 
Department’s Smart Traveler Enrollment Pro-
gram, which allows local embassies to keep track 
of Americans abroad and offer support in case of 
emergency. 

If they need help while abroad, students 
can call the study abroad office (480 965-5965) 
during business hours, and outside of business 
hours can call ASU police (480 965-3456). In 
case of an emergency, ASU Study Abroad also 
recommends students contact the nearest U.S. 
embassy, their on-site contact and their family. 

According to Hart, my experience was 
rare — very few ASU study abroad students are 
ever involved in an emergency situation. I looked 
back at pictures of my friends on the beach in 
Spain, drinking wine in Paris and climbing Swiss 
mountains and couldn’t help but compare my 
own study abroad experience to their experienc-
es. What I realized is this — my time abroad wore 

me down, and it came 
close to breaking me. 
But I wouldn’t trade 
that for anything. 

The earthquake 
was terrible. In the 
days that followed, 
friends and family 
members told me it 
was something that 
would affect me for 
the rest of my life. It 
was hard for me to 
put it in perspective. I 
cried a lot. I felt guilty 
for doing so, because 
I had lost so little and 
so many others had 
lost so much. More 

than 350 people died in Mexico as a result of the 
earthquake, five of them at my university. Thou-
sands were injured. 

The earthquake was terrible, but what fol-
lowed it was beautiful. It was hard to find places 
to volunteer because there were so many people 
wanting to help. Donation centers were full. I 
went to two hospitals to try to donate blood, but 
both turned me away because they had received 
so many donations that they had no room for 
more. People played music and made hot meals 
to distribute to volunteers and those left without 
homes. I’ve never seen such unity, such solidarity. 

A few days after the earthquake, my boy-
friend, who I met while studying abroad, texted 
me, “Eres más fuerte de lo que creí”: “You’re stron-
ger than what I thought.” After the earthquake, 
I think, we were all stronger than we thought we 
were. Mexico was stronger than it thought it was. 
And witnessing a country’s strength like that — 
that will always be the most valuable experience 
of my time in college. 

The 
earthquake was 

terr ible,  but 
what fol lowed 

it  was beautiful . 
I ’ve never seen 
such unity,  such 

sol idarity. 

– Mia Armstrong

“

“
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Hookup culture is promoted by dating apps 
and the party scene surrounding college campuses 
such as ASU. 

Whether you are just coming into college 
or you’re several years out of the dorms, the social 
pressures of college tend to force you into using 
popular dating apps like Tinder or hooking up 
within your housing complex at all times of the 
night. Especially within the last six years since the 
rise of dating apps, this culture has expanded to be-
come inescapable in the college dating scene. 

According to a study through a student loan 
refinancing website, LendEDU, 72 percent of “mil-
lennial college students” used Tinder of the 9,761 
students surveyed. 

Arizona State University student Lily, who 
asked to go by her first name only, talks about how 
relationships are impacted by hookup culture from 
her experience. Even as a freshman, this psychology 
major says that she sees a lot of the effects of hook-
up culture in her own dorm. 

She thinks hookup culture, both through-
out the campus and online, has impacted rela-
tionship dynamics. 

“I think like 90 percent of the time it’s (hook-
ing up) a one-and-done situation,” Lily says. 

She also says that beyond the stigma sur-
rounding college relationships, there are stereo-
types associated with ASU because of its party 
school reputation.

“I feel like ASU, even though it’s trying to get 

away from it, is still a party school,” she says. “When 
you say you go to ASU there still that stigma of ‘oh 
you go to ASU,’ and I feel like parties and hooking 
up kind of go hand-in-hand.”

Breanne Fahs is an ASU professor who has 
studied women’s sexuality and written several 
books on the topic. Among the books she has 
written (or co-written) are Performing Sex and The 
Moral Panics of Sexuality, which discuss cultural 
impacts and the anxiety surrounding sex. 

Although her previous research has been 
done in community samples with a wider range 
of ages, Fahs says similar things occur on college 
campuses but for different demographics. For ex-
ample, she says that genders have different social 
pressures from the larger community on pleasure 
and responsibility.

The different perspectives men and women 
have on sexual experiences, according to Fahs, is 
quite stark. While women tend to feel the sexual 
pressures mentioned before, men try to avoid dif-
ficult conversations.

“It just shows a huge gap in consciousness 
about what women are thinking about and dealing 
with and what men are,” Fahs says.

Another topic at hand is misinformation and 
the lack of sex education provided to younger gen-
erations, especially in Arizona, as Fahs points out. 

“I’m always alarmed by the fact that Arizona 
does not have mandated sex education,” Fahs says. 
“What that translates to, in terms of hookup cul-

ture, is a lot of misinformation.” 
Beyond the health reasons, there is also mis-

information on how emotions play into hookups, 
and the ‘friends with benefits’ mentality is just part 
of the problem. Fahs argues that believing that 
these relationships will not become messy and 
emotional can backfire.

“The whole notion of sex being complete-
ly devoid of attachment or feeling or kind of the 
‘friends with benefits’ thing,” Fahs says. “Often that 
backfires.”

Clint Fernandez is a freshman marketing ma-
jor currently living in the dorms. His take on hook-
up culture is specific to the dating apps that enable 
it, such as Badoo and Bumble. Fernandez says that 
hookup culture can be positive for the culture of 
ASU and its students. 

“I think that it (hookup culture) is healthy 
because it promotes awareness about sex,” Fer-
nandez says. “(And) it opens your eyes to like 
sex-positive attitudes.”

Fernandez does say that there is an import-
ant lesson hookups can teach you and that is being 
more in tune with yourself through your sexuality. 

“Sexuality is about realizing who you are,” Fer-
nandez says.

Sexuality is a large part of hookup culture on 
college campuses. As Fernandez says, it is largely 
about finding yourself through new relationships 
and experiences that hookup culture promotes.

SWIPING RIGHT ON HOOKING UP

by Maya Foxal l 
graphic by Sam Deadrick
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sure to find the floor plan that’s just right for you!

  |  703 S. Forest Ave.  |  P: 480.566.9724  |  UnionTempe.com 
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THREE UNIQUE CERTIFICATES
Arizona State University students can expand 

their interests by combining various fields within 
their education. More than 350 undergraduate ma-
jors are offered by the University’s colleges, most of 
which have their own sets of minors and certificates, 
according to ASU’s Academic Programs webpage.

The computer gaming certificate teaches stu-
dents computers are not only for homework, but 
can also be engines for fun and creativity, program 
professors say.

Students working toward this certificate 
learn about the process of developing a video game 
and the ethical responsibilities that come with it.

“It’s very challenging and one of the harder 
things you can do with computer science, but it’s 
fun to analyze how a game works and how the dif-
ferent pieces flow together,” Justin Selgrad, a com-
puter gaming professor, says.

Selgrad says that, although a majority of stu-
dents who study computer gaming come from the 

COMPUTER GAMING digital culture and computer science majors, many 
are from a variety of other fields, including physics 
and engineering.

The lessons taught within the program are 
applicable to most majors, according to Selgrad. 
Students are exposed to skills, such as developing a 
product and artistic expression, that will be import-
ant in many professions.

“The gaming certificate is a good bridge be-
cause it is something you can add to pretty much 
any major,” Selgrad says. “A lot of majors intersect 
the gaming industry, to marketing and business, 
architecture, computer science and engineering.”

The title of the certificate should not be intim-
idating as students in the program start at different 
skill levels, according to Selgrad. Many students have 
never coded or even seen a scripting language before.

by Emily Taylor  |  graphic by Sam Deadrick

Minors and certificates provide students the 
opportunity to intertwine their passions and take 
courses outside of their respective majors. Physics 
students can study computer gaming, German ma-
jors can delve into international cinema, sociology 
students can become nonprofit experts, and so on. 

With more than 240 minors and certificates 
to choose from, students can customize their col-
lege careers as they choose. The degrees range from 
arts, cultural, science studies and more. Here is a 
breakdown of three unique certificates students 
may not know about.

He says that while those in this degree do not 
take a specific class to learn how to code, they prac-
tice it alongside the game development and design 
process.

By the time students complete their required 
18 credit hours in the computer gaming certificate, 
they have a portfolio of at least three completed 
projects. Selgrad says these can be showcased to 
future employers whether or not students go into 
the gaming field.

“I can have my computer science degree and 
a certificate that says I know something about the 
game industry and have finished projects and cre-
dentials,” Selgrad says.



2For those interested in pursuing some form 
of public service, the creative city certificate high-
lights several fields within the profession, accord-
ing to Yasmin Alvarado, a freshman in the program.

Alvarado says students in this certificate learn 
everything from cultural innovation, sustainability, 
economics and the environment.

“What I like about the creative city certificate 
is that it will give me the background for all of these 
different types of things I can use in the future,” Al-
varado says.

The certificate is a five-course program con-
sisting of two core classes centered around urban 
development, according to Alvarado. There is a 
number of elective courses students can choose 
from to cater to their interests, including nonprofit 
and parks and recreation.

Anne Kotleba, a professor within the School 
of Community Resources and Development, 
teaches Voluntary Action and Community Lead-

CREATIVE CITY ership, an introductory course for this certificate.
The topics of the course center around civic 

engagement and community-driven change, says 
Kotleba. Students delve into nonprofit leadership 
and management, while learning what it means to 
bring about change in a community. 

“(The creative city 
certificate) is based a 
lot on the idea of place 
and what place means,” 
Kotleba says. “It’s about 
how one gets engaged 
and involved by being 
part of these different 
groups and utilizing 
(one’s) skills, knowledge 
and surrounding peo-
ple.”

Kotleba says stu-
dents receiving this 
certificate participate 
in several hands-on ex-
periences. She explains 

that those in this course perform a group project 
known as the Social Change Project. They design, 
develop and implement an idea for social change, 
typically in coordination with an organization or 
campus club. 

The “boots-on-the-ground approach” 
throughout this certifi-
cate allows students to 
think about what they 
can do to make change, 
even on a small level, 
Kotleba says. 

“It gives you 
background on several 
things that go on within 
our city and commu-
nity,” Alvarado says. “It 
gives you a sense of what 
is going on and tools for 
how to fix certain prob-
lems.”

3The international cinema certificate allows 
students to study various subjects through the 
medium of film. By viewing and discussing movies 
from other countries and time periods, students 
learn everything from folk culture to history and 
politics, according to 
program professors. 

The program be-
gan enrolling students 
in the fall semester of 
2017, and there are 
plans to continue grow-
ing it, Dan Gilfillan, 
international cinema 
certificate founder and 
professor in the School 
of International Letters 
and Cultures says. 

“The certificate 
was designed with the 
idea to introduce stu-
dents to and give them 
the opportunity to explore international cinema,” 
Gilfillan says. “It’s a unique way to enter into those 

INTERNATIONAL 
CINEMA

world cultures through film.”
Students within the program come from 

many majors, including film and media, history, 
and religious studies, according to Gilfillan. 

Of the 18 credit hours students need to re-
ceive this certificate, the only required course is 
an introductory class called Approaches to Inter-
national Cinema. The remainder of the program 
comprises five elective courses students hand pick 

to fit their interests. 
Those in the pro-

gram can choose to 
narrow their education 
on a particular type of 
film, such as Chinese or 
mafia cinema, or they 
can learn about a variety 
of film types.

“We aim to ex-
pose them (students) 
to a variety of artistic 
expressions and want 
them to understand the 
way in which filmmak-
ers embed ideas within 
political, cultural and 

historical moments,” Ana Hedberg Olenina, inter-
national cinema professor, says. 

By watching films and analyzing them 
through classroom conversations, the professors 
want to teach students about cross-cultural under-
standing, according to Olenina. This newfound 
understanding informs students about how films 
are perceived by different audiences.

Students in this program further engage with 
their learning material by putting on their very own 
film festival. They are responsible for selecting the 
films to be viewed, advertising and ensuring the 
school has performance rights. 

“We have these extracurricular activities, such 
as creating and promoting a cultural event,” Oleni-
na says. “Those are really important skills to have in 
addition to writing and analyzing visual narratives.”

Olenina says the goal of this certificate is for 
students to learn to appreciate things they would 
otherwise not encounter in mainstream cinema 
and expand their global awareness to be more in-
formed citizens.

With hundreds of minors and certificates 
to choose from, many get underrepresented or 
overlooked, Alvarado says. She explains that it is 
important for students to explore the opportuni-
ties available to them and make the most of their 
college careers. 

I t  gives 
you a sense of 

what is  going on 
and tools for how 

to f ix certain 
problems.

– Yasmin Alvarado

“ “
I t ’s  a 

unique way to 
enter into those 
world cultures 

through 
f i lm.

– Dan Gi l f i l lan

“ “



Brunch is revolutionized through Snooze. The best part 
is that it’s within walking distance of the Tempe campus. 
Whether you’re hanging out with friends, taking a break 
from a study session or just really hungry, Snooze has you 
covered with affordable prices and mouthwatering meals. 
What’s so great about Snooze? The mimosas are exquisite. 
The aroma of citrus oozes out of the fancy glass it’s served 
in. It’s the place you’ll find Instagrammers taking nonchalant 
photos of themselves. The chili verde benedict is a must 
have plate. Spicy food in the morning? It might sound out 
of the ordinary, but it will kickstart your day. Needless to 
say, Snooze is the best brunch restaurant near campus. So if 
you’re in the mood, try Snooze. 

BATTLE OF THE BRUNCH:
SNOOZE TEMPE
by Abdel J imenez

TEMPE

STATE PRESS EDITORS AND 
STATE PRESS MAGAZINE STAFF 
VOTED ON THEIR TOP PICKS.



BATTLE OF THE BRUNCH:
SNOOZE TEMPE

BEST COFFEE SHOP: 
CARTEL

by Thal ia M. España

For a more authentic taste and a break from your everyday Starbucks routine,  
the Cartel Coffee Lab, a “craft single-origin coffee roaster and micro-brewery” 
based in Tempe makes for a great refresher. The coffee shop offers a variety of 
regular and seasonal flavors for different personal coffee palates. With options 
like a “standard cup” from their espresso drip for a more regular flavor, Cartel 
Coffee Lab says, “whether you are searching to explore the potential of filter 
brewed coffee or you simply want something that you find wildly delicious, we 
have something for you.”

BEST “HIDDEN SPOT” ON CAMPUS: 
THE SECRET GARDEN

by Ranjani  Venkatakrishnan

What happens in the Secret Garden stays in the Secret Garden. Be it a con-
cert, a party, a date, or just some me-time to relax or do homework, this is 
the place where it all happens. Enjoy the flowers, the plants and trees while 
lounging on your blanket on the green grass. Look up and watch the clouds 
pass by or the sky change colors in this secret square surrounded by white 
walls. Or head over after the stars come out and chances are you’ll see a 
band hit the stage or a cool event happening here. It’s magical. Where is 
it? Not telling. 

BEST 
DESSERT:

OREGANO’S 
PIZOOKIE

by Azzam Almouai

An Arizona staple for quality Italian food, 
Oregano’s holds a special place in the hearts 
of ASU students. People go to Oregano’s for 

many reasons, but no meal culminates as sweetly 
than when patrons decide to save room for dessert 
(or treat themselves to dessert for dinner). Specif-
ically, I’m talking about the melt-in-your-mouth, 
magical pizza cookie, the Pizookie. The duality of 
man can be found in every bite between the em-
bracing warmth of the cookie and cool serenade of 
the ice cream on top. A 1/2 pound of heaven, that 
feels like it was fresh baked in your grandma’s oven, 
this sweet treat has been there for many students in 
their time of need. 

BEST DATE:
PICNIC AT TEMPE BEACH PARK

by Thal ia M. España

If you want to take 
your significant 
other on a beau-
tiful date, but you 
feel stuck on that 
college-kid budget, 
fret no more. Tem-
pe Beach Park pro-
vides an atmosphere 
that is both wallet 
and scenic-friendly.  
Known as a main 
event and concert 
location for Tem-
pe residents, the 
free-access 25-acre 
public park contains 
over five miles of walking trails, picnic tables and 
ramadas among other amenities that are perfect 
for a picnic date. Grab a blanket and enjoy a 
picnic, take a walk waterfront through the san-

BEST MAKE-YOUR-
OWN PIZZA:
BLAZE PIZZA

by Nicole Ludden

There’s a reason LeBron James denied a $14 million 
deal with McDonald’s in order to endorse this tasty 
make-your-own pizza chain. Blaze offers a multitude 
of signature recipes for hand-crafted artisan pizzas, 
plus the option to make your own mouthwatering 
creation. The restaurant uses an assembly-line style 
where customers can pick and choose their ingre-
dients right at the counter. Blaze offers four sauc-
es, seven cheeses, 20 vegetables and eight protein 
options for your own unique pizza creation. Those 
with dietary restrictions need not fret, Blaze also pro-
vides vegan and gluten-free options. Their signature 
dough is pressed and baked in front of you, and only 
takes around 180 seconds to bake.

dy trails or even go on a boating adventure for a 
fun-filled day. Tempe Beach Park is perfect during 
springtime for greener grass and beautiful weath-
er, all surrounded by a mountain view.
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BEST DATE:
PHOENIX ART MUSEUM

by Emily Taylor

Take your significant other or prospective date for a stroll around the Phoenix 
Art Museum, the largest museum for visual art in the Southwest. Enjoy the soft 
echo of music through the halls as you gaze at the collection of over 18,000 global 
masterpieces. A must-see for a romantic night-on-the-town is the Yayoi Kusama 
Firefly Room. Mirrors and suspended strands of LED lights transport viewers to 
another “galaxy,” according to the Museum’s website. Top off the occasion with 
a bite at Palette, the on-location restaurant. This casual American cafe offers a 
menu as creative as its walls with ingredients produced by local farmers. 

BEST BAR:
VALLEY BAR

by Savanah Yaghsezian

Saturday nights downtown are not complete without a trip to Valley Bar. The 
best sobriety test is the walk down the flight of stairs into either the crowded 
dance floor or the Rose Room bar. Valley Bar laughs in the face of those who 
say Arizona is boring as the entire establishment is dedicated to Arizona’s unique 
history and infamous political landscape. Everything from the menu to the deco-
rations on the walls are a testament to Valley Bar’s love of Arizona. Treat yourself 
to a glass of The Rose Mofford (named after Arizona’s first female governor), grab 
some friends and see if you can find the secret room in back. 

BEST DESSERT:
SNOH ICE SHAVERY

by Maya Foxal l

Snoh Ice Shavery in Downtown Phoenix is a fun and delicious spot to stop by if 
you’re in the mood for a sweet treat. For those of you who’ve never experienced 
Snoh in Arizona, it’s a creamy shaved ice experience with a multitude of different 
flavors and toppings. Besides snoh combos, the dessert shop also offers bubble 
tea, various iced teas and even the Japanese dessert brick toast. No matter what 
you choose on the menu, it will help quench your cravings and keep you cool 
during the upcoming summer weather. 

BEST PIZZA: 
CIBO

by Nicole Ludden

Cibo Urban Pizzeria offers a variety of artisan pizzas in a quaint downtown Phoe-
nix environment. All their menu items are freshly made -- the savory pizzas are 
served on a thin crust baked in a wood-fired oven. A brick fireplace, hardwood 
floors, stringed lights and stained glass make this restaurant an intimate and wel-
coming place to sit down for a skillfully crafted Italian meal. Or, you could always 
order from Postmates and enjoy a heavenly selection of pizzas and pastas from 
the comfort of your own home.

BEST COFFEE:
JOBOT

Jobot Coffee Shop comfortably sits on the corner of Roosevelt and Third streets 
in the heart of downtown Phoenix’s Arts District. A stock of coffee and full bar 
attract college students, musicians and local artists alike. Whether grinding out 
homework or hitting it off with 
friends, ASU students immerse 
in the ambience surrounded by 
photos and paintings crafted by 
those in their own backyards. Jobot’s 
addition of the nutella crepe keeps 
customers coming back, while 
live music and vibrant DJs make it 
impossible to leave. 

by Emily Taylor

DOWNTOWN
PHOENIX



STUDENT STORIES Is there anything better than college gameday? 
You know, being with friends, family, food, communit y 

and most importantly BOOZE! Well there is, and 
that is ASU beating the Universit y of Notre Dame in 
2014. Being able to beat my family’s favorite universit y 

was the best day of my life. I will never forget it.  I’l l 
be rubbing it in their faces for at least the next ten 

years. Sure, they are able to flash their Notre Dame 
Alumni gear around ...  but they do not know life 

in the Inferno! Go Devils!

“

“

– Humberto Banuelos, senior, Business Data Analytics

“ I have been involved in undergraduate research at the Biodesign Institute 
since I was a freshman at ASU. Working in a research lab, I have had the opportu-
nity to think like a scientist and truly develop my legacy as a researcher. I have been 
able to produce and disseminate my own data, and was given the opportunity to 
share my work at a symposium. I am incredibly thankful for this opportunity and 

100 percent believe it has been my best experience of college so far. Go Devils!

“

– Miranda Yousif, sophomore, microbiolog y

“ The best thing to happen to me at ASU was the fact that I got to meet so 
many new people. As a freshmen, you can attend Camp CONHI, which I did. 
While at camp, I met an amazing group of girls! Some of these girls have become 
my best friends, and when we got here, we didn’t feel so lonely because we already 
knew people. I’m still in touch with most of our group today, and I’m so thankful 
for the connections I made while at camp! Honestly, I don’t know what I would 

do without them, and I am so grateful that we are all friends!

“

– Megan R aiss, freshman, Nursing major

“ Meeting my friends. My biggest worry coming to a school that was so far 
away from my home was that I was going to have such a hard time making friends. 
I’m so lucky and blessed to have found the people I have. They are so much fun, 

but we also motivate each other in school and work.

“

– Emma Bear, freshman, Communit y Health

“ The best thing that’s happened to me here is 
how supportive ever ybody has been with me 

furthering my independence. Nobody has tried to 
hold me back ...  or even talk to me like I’m a small 

child. I feel l ike I’m a part of the family here. I’ve made 
some mistakes in the past, but I’m working hard to fix 

them. I didn’t get this kind of support when I was in 
communit y college. Yes I have friends, but they were ver y 

overprotective. Communit y college wasn’t as 
receptive to blindness.        .  

“

– Joe y Hagemeier, senior, Social Work major

GEMS OF WEST & POLY 

POLY COMMUNITY GARDEN

by Parker Shea

Most ASU students never get to see the Polytechnic community garden. That’s a 
shame. Touted as a model for sustainable community gardening, this place-fixture 
of ASU’s STEM-oriented Mesa campus serves as an educational center for stu-
dents interested in how to plant, raise and harvest city crops. Urban gardening is on 
the rise; it only makes sense that ASU starts catering to the demand. Stop by this 
quaint little garden next time you get the chance--the garden’s wood picket fence is 
open to all ASU students with a mind for life and a back for labor.

WEST CAMPUS DELPH COURTYARD
by Savanah Yaghsezian

Hidden within the folds of suburbia, ASU’s West Campus serves as an oasis to 
many students. Although the campus is small, it makes up for its size with its in-
viting aesthetics. The Delph Courtyard, located in the interior of the University 
Center Building, is a peaceful place to get some studying done or soak up some 
rays next to the central fountain. With its abundant foliage and blue tiling, it cre-
ates a sense of calm despite your most hectic days. 
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by David Marino Jr.  |  photos by Del ia Johnson

It’s 2 a.m. on St. Patrick’s Day. Many in Tempe 
are already deep in slumber, snoozing off potential 
hangovers.

But the Taco Bell on Apache Boulevard in 
Tempe is anything but asleep. There is a line doz-
ens of people long amorphously zigzagging near-
ly out the door, each patron more rambunctious 
than the next. You can barely establish where one 
conversation starts and another ends as the level of 
vocal noise is only equaled by the howl of modern 
rock guitar. 

Anyone who has ever lived around Tempe 
probably knows the scenario. Maybe a friend’s “din-
ner” of Bud Light, vodka and Doritos wasn’t cutting 
it or you just have a yearning to drown your sorrow 
in refried beans and three-cheese blend. No matter 
the context, someone always seems to mention it.

“Who wants to get Taco Bell?”
And once it’s said, that is that; everyone’s on 

their way to get Tex-Mex, with so little debate, it 
seems, declining the venture is the social equivalent 
of wearing Crocs to a funeral. 

I first became acquainted with this Taco Bell 
location sophomore year, when I lived in the nearby 
District on Apache apartment complex. Given it 
was so close and offered vegetarian options, I rarely 
went more than a few days without treating myself 
to a bean burrito or two. 

However, I quickly began to notice something 
about the place on weekends: it was just different. 

Dozens of young people screaming obsceni-
ties, sauce packets flinging, open alcohol consump-
tion, and most importantly, never a dull moment. 
This place was crazier than anything I had ever seen 
in suburbia. And I loved it. 

On St. Patrick’s Day 2018, I foregoed a night 
out with friends to see what the average Taco Bell 
Saturday night was like. I arrived at 10:30 p.m, but 
the pace of excitement did not intensify until a bit 
after midnight.

I suddenly gazed up to a sea of green in nearly 
every crevice of the restaurant. Green shirts, green 
necklaces, bunny ears adorned by four-leaf clovers, 
and various other St. Patrick’s Day related accesso-
ries on full display. One man wore a modified Irish 
flag on his back, altered to include a four leaf clover.

Other than the green, I quickly noticed two 
things. First off, there was a slew of people in this 
relatively small restaurant, almost all of whom ap-
peared to be ASU students. 

Second, virtually everyone showed signs of 
intoxication. Strange swaying back and forth while 
walking, loud, often screechy, vocalizing. One wom-
an nearly fell as she attempted to get up from her bar 
stool. In a sea of people with different majors, in-
terests and personal lives, alcohol remained a fairly 
omnipresent subject.

“She’s soooo drunk,” another woman says 
about her friend. 

“I wish I was less sober,” her friend replies.
I spoke to several ASU students about their 

opinions on and experience at their neighborhood 
Taco Bell. Most of all, I tried to figure out what it 
was that kept this Taco Bell perpetually thriving 
during the late hours of the weekend. Because many 
were visibly intoxicated or referenced potentially 
illegal use of alcohol and drugs, they have been iden-
tified by their first names and majors only.

Many students mentioned the location’s easy 
access being a selling point; indeed, it is one of few 
restaurants in Tempe that literally never closes.

“Most 24-hour places get slammed around 
Saturday, Sunday, Friday, usually when people are 
out partying,” says Connor, a business communi-
cation major. “I think it comes down to availability. 
It’s like Taco Bell and a pizza place, and some Greek 
place that is open till four. Those are your options.” 

Many also attributed Taco Bell’s success to 

its proximity to several off-campus housing spots. 
Indeed, The District on Apache, The Villas, 922 
Place, Vista del Sol are all only a five minute or less 
walk away.

“It’s the afterparty for everyone pretty much,” 
says Mary, a business communication major. 

While most said it was the location that kept 
them coming back, many said the location’s thrilling 
atmosphere helped it acquire a devoted following 
within their friend groups, complete with nick-
names such as “the lit Taco Bell” and “T-Bells.” 

Silas, a sales and marketing and internation-
al business major, described a late-night weekend 
outing at Taco Bell as “part of the eclectic ASU 
experience.” He went out of his way to praise the 
location’s employees for dealing with their unique 
situation well. 

“The workers are pretty chill because they also 
know,” Silas says. “They have a sense of humor.” 

At one point, a visibly intoxicated patron 
yelled “f*ck Taco Bell!,” toward the front desk to 
scattered laughs from the crowd, but no response 
from workers. 

The Taco Bell on Apache may seem like one in 
thousands of scenes of socialization in the Phoenix 
metro area. But it’s more than that. It’s an experience 
that all ASU students can enjoy equally, no matter 
what major, social clique or class standing. 

“I feel like they don’t judge you here,” says Em-
erson, a business law student. “You can just go here, 
get food, and they don’t give a sh*t. We’re all poor 
college kids and we all want to eat food late at night.”



Fish Bowls… Pitchers… Fat Tuesday Daiquiris…
One drink stands above the rest. One drink 

delivers on nights you won’t remember for prices 
you can’t forget.

Being a C.A.S.A. Bucket isn’t easy, but since 2013 
we have been the premiere drink on Mill. A 32 ounce 
glass of unabated freedom for only $9 (plus tip).

Conception for a Bucket is being mass pro-
duced in a factory, but our lives really only begin 
with that first pour.

Buckets are filled for many reasons: 21st 
birthdays, a rough day or even just casual conver-
sation among friends. We are told from our earliest 
days that we have been made to serve.

Functionally, our handles saddle us up for the 
long haul. Weaker drink receptacles fall at any sign 
of terror, but Buckets are made to hang on. We are 
made to be filled and filled again. Our drinkers usu-
ally fall before we do.

A Bucket can be filled many times or just 
once, but an old Bucketian proverb says, “It is not 
the number of fills that make you full, but the cus-
tomers that you fulfill.”

Life after your first serving can be rough. The 
best of us are taken home as tokens of budding al-
coholism and the worst thrown wayside to become 
landfill fodder. The older Buckets say that if we 

serve our purpose we can be reincarnated as tup-
perware, but no life can compare to being a Bucket.

Sitting behind the bar, we can see everything: 
the flirting, the awkward dancing, and especially 
the lies you all tell yourselves about just buying one 
Bucket. It all changes after we are handed over. We 
put the customer at ease, acting as the liquid cour-
age they need to step out of their comfort zone.

Without Buckets, Mill would be a somber 
place. Fewer patrons would drunkenly cross the 
streets to pump their fists in montonic unison at 
Whiskey Row or stumble down the stairs to Low 
Key. It all starts at C.A.S.A., the night kicked off 
with the ordering of one’s first Bucket.

Our sense of self-importance is mitigated 
only by our short lifespans. The life of a Bucket is 
ephemeral, but burns brightly in the minds of those 
who sip in our splendor.

There have been myths of a magical place 
where our images live on forever. A place where 
people say, “Buckets are my spirit animal,” or “Buck-
ets are my life”. Here we are enshrined in legend. All 
hail the instant-gram!

As a Bucket from the High North (upstairs), 
my people see a lot less action than Buckets from 
the Umbrella Coast (outdoor area) or the Hall of 
Spilled Drinks (the dance floor), but we are a proud 

plastic. Those who venture up the cascading staircase 
are treated to quick service and heavy-handed pours.

It is my dream to become the Long Island Iced 
Tea of a scorned lover who ascended to the High 
North to brood over their lost love with a view of 
the great Mill Avenue. My father before me was a 
Long Island Iced Tea, and his father before him.

My brother was lost to the north when he 
became a vodka cranberry. He was spilled on a 21st 
birthday and now sits in the great hall, forever haunt-
ed by the uhn tiss uhn tiss that spelled his demise.

For a short period of time a new breed of 
Buckets were brought to C.A.S.A. These Buckets 
were behemoths, 64 ounces of social descent. In 
concept meant to be shared, but in practice used 
in flaunts of bravado. The stint of these giants was 
short lived due to their ability to bring people too 
close to the void. Their power proving too strong, 
they have been locked away forever.

But, the life of a Bucket is not all flashing 
lights and impassioned late night chugs. We face 
many woes that other drinks cannot even fathom, 
but no proud Bucket would ever trade their 32 
ounce existence of alcoholic affordability to be any 
other drink receptacle.

Except maybe I’d like to be a James Bond 
martini, I hear those guys really get to shake it up.
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THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF A CASA BUCKET

by Azzam Almouai |  graphic by Sam Deadrick
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“Art of Jeremy Yocum” 
in Polytechnic’s Academic Center

The Polytechnic campus is full of technological studies and engineering 
wizards. But even in a place of such advanced scientific applications, there is an art 
exhibit that arouses bewilderment in the methodical brains that pass it every day. 

The art of Jeremy Yocum is currently on display in the Academic Center of 
the Polytechnic Campus until Sunday April 29. Those studying in the library are 
treated to the captivating color splash of pop-culture inspired art. 

The gallery features square pieces created by a process called mono silk-
screen and wacky rectangular portraits painted in acrylic. 

When given the opportunity to display his work in the Academic Center, 
Yocum decided to re-purpose his older works by using mono silkscreen, a com-
plicated procedure wherein the artist paints an image on a screen in less than 15 
minutes and pulls the image through to press it on paper.

“(The images) are very spontaneous and quick, so you kind of just let things 
happen,” Yocum says. 

The intensely hued portraits on display are a result of Yocum’s self-challenge 
to “paint a portrait as quickly as possible.” All of the pieces took less than 45 min-
utes to paint. 

Yocum is not afraid of absurdity or being eccentric. In fact, these elements 
combine to inspire his work. 

“Most of my inspiration is a little bit of satire or humor and Saturday morn-
ing cartoons,” Yocum says. “It can be fun and poppy because it’s for me.”

Although Yocum’s out-of-the-box work is for his own enjoyment, ASU stu-
dents can enjoy a first-hand encounter of the liveliness of his work. 

“It’s supposed to be fun, light-hearted and colorful, and I hope that it strikes 
a chord,” Yocum says. “I hope it means something to someone.”

by Nicole Ludden
photos courtesy of Jeremy Yocum, Swapna Das, 
and the ASU Art Museum

PAINT A PICTURE,
IT’LL LAST LONGER

Throughout ASU campuses, there are displays of art 
dispersed in student workplaces, libraries, and of course, 
the ASU Art Museum. Before the spring semester is over, 

there are a few that you don’t want to miss. 



“Vault Gallery: Visual Artist Swapna Das” 
in the Downtown Phoenix campus library

As students hover over books and laptops in the basement of ASU’s Down-
town Phoenix library, extraordinary pieces of art loom over them. 

At the Downtown Phoenix campus, the Vault Gallery in the basement of 
the University Center currently features the engrossing work of artist Swapna 
Das. The pieces will be on display until Sunday, May 18. 

Das’s gallery, titled “Ten Worlds,” is a depiction of her own practice of Bud-
dhism, including the ten states that “every human being experiences every day, 
every single moment of their lives.”

The gallery includes both rectangular and circular pieces drawn in charcoal. 
The works display dark, striking faces and chord-like structures coiled around 
each other to represent the inherent chaos of human emotion. 

In her gallery, Das only uses gray-scale and sanguine colors; not only to pro-
duce a specific emotion, but to specify the intent of her work. 

“Using a monochromatic medium like charcoal drawing offers spectators 
room for interpretation,” Das’s artist proposal statement says. “Whereas a wide 
spectrum of colors in painting can either limit or prejudice their emotions.” 

The circular drawings featured in the gallery offer a personal and poignant 
look into Das’s depiction of her own emotions. 

According to Das’s artist statement, the circular-shaped drawings are “the 
representation of collective emotions of distress and vulnerability.” 

Das relates her art to the human experience as it whirls and contorts with 
unpredictable lines and shapes. 

“Sometimes we know what’s going on, and I see that my life is going really 
smooth,” Das says. “But sometimes it’s all entangled with each other and going out 
of control. It represents my internal battle that I’m trying to figure out.”

Das says she hopes her artwork will solidify a message of creativity and growth.
Her artist statement says, “I believe through my charcoal drawings, the audi-

ence can experience the freedom of the limited palate, which will provide a plat-
form to appreciate the connection between art and human development.”

“Bajo Presión/Under Pressure” 
in the ASU Art Museum

Pulling from its collection of more than 5,000 pieces, the ASU Art Muse-
um is currently displaying works from esteemed Mexican artists, such as Diego 
Rivera and Leopoldo Méndez. 

The artwork, on display until July 14, showcases Mexico’s artistic history in 
both prints and paintings. 

“The ASU Art Museum has been collecting Mexican art since it opened 
in the 1950s, and we wanted to create an exhibition celebrating the extensive 
collection we have,” says Meghan Smiley, the exhibit’s co-curator and art history 
graduate. “The prints shown all build off of each other in technique and theme.”

The images displayed were hand-picked to recreate the tension of the Mexi-
can Revolution during the early 20th century, as well as “the pre-colonial past and 
indigenous spirit that helped mold the modern ideals and practices of the time,” 
according to Smiley.

The art displays pieces of Mexican culture, ranging from typical daily-life to 
women in strong supporting roles. 

Although there are reoccurring images displaying the ordinary, there are 
also “political images that take an honest look at what was occurring during that 
time period,” Smiley says. 

The exhibit brings the emotions of its past setting with it, allowing the view-
er to appreciate the rich culture of such a complex time in Mexican history.

“It offers great insight into an extremely transformative time, but it also al-
lows for reflection into the effects of change and overcoming obstacles,” Smiley 
says. “There is the opportunity to experience art from the museum’s collection 
that hasn’t been on view in a long time.”

Photo credit :  David Alfaro Siqueiros,  “Naturaleza Vida,” 
1963. Oi l  on board, 23 1/4 x 29 1/4 in.  Gift  of Elaine and 
Arnold Aorwitch.  Courtesy of ASU Art Museum.
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FUTURE A-LISTERS
ASU MUSICIANS TO WATCH

Arizona State University’s student body is made up of a range of talents, and mu-
sic is most definitely one of them. From punk bands to soul singers, here are five music 
groups around ASU that you should be listening to right now. 

RMO

Freshman filmmaking practices major and 
singer Ryan Moreno or Rmo describes his music as 
R&B and soul. Although he started making music 
in late December 2017, Moreno says he has been 
able to make a lot of musician friends and contin-
ues making music and plans. 

Moreno says confidence was the reason be-
hind his recent debut to the music scene. 

“I’ve always loved music and I’ve always loved 
singing. But I kind of kept it a secret,” Moreno says. “I 
always did other forms of art at the time, but I never 
had the confidence to sing or anything like that in 
front of people. And then I just obtained the confi-
dence. I just started doing it and rolling with it.”

On top of the two tracks he has already re-
leased, Moreno has new projects including an EP 
with five songs and several features coming up with-
in the next few months. 

LIL QWERTY

Jay Washington, senior communications ma-
jor, known by his stage name LIL QWERTY, is an 
ASU student and an experienced rapper. Named 
after the six letters at the top left of a computer 
keyboard, the senior majoring in communication 
has been performing for four years. A highlight for 

by Maya Foxal l
photos by Jack Winn, Stel la Atzenwei ler and Cel isse Jones

ELNA RAE
This dreampop band started around Febru-

ary 2017 and is currently on a West Coast tour. 
Sam Granados-Diaz, sophomore art studies ma-
jor, is the drummer, Omar Biebrich is the guitarist 
and vocals, Naman Nanda, junior industrial de-

sign major is the guitarist and Nitin Nanda, fifth 
year bioscience and biotechnology major, is the 
bassist and vocals for the band. 

“So it’s been a little over a year and the three 
guys had already been making music, they’ve 
known each other forever,” says Granados-Diaz. 
“They hit me up and asked if I could play drums and 
then it just started clicking. It’s been wonderful.”

Granados-Diaz says that the process has been 
very surprising but great nonetheless, especially af-
ter the release of their EP. 

“We released that EP and people started to 
like it and we’ve been slowly building our social 
media presence and all that,” says Granados-Diaz. 
“People seem to be responding well which is really, 
really wonderful to see.”

They currently have their demo album, Col-
lege Degree, and their EP, Dexter, available to 
stream on Spotify and Apple Music. 



BASELINE
This pop punk band from Mesa has been per-

forming for around two years now and have many 

76TH STREET
76TH STREET is an indie pop, power duo 

(and best friends) who have been performing to-
gether since they were 10 years old. Now recent 
ASU graduates, Spencer Bryant and Haley Gold 
are full-time musicians with an EP release coming 
within the next month. 

Gold says their music is quite unique and 
was initially difficult to describe. She says that 
the experience of performing and growing with 
her best friend has become an important part 
of their music. 

“It’s been really incredible to get to be on 
this journey with your best friend.” Gold says. “I 
think that our bond is the source of our music and 
songwriting. It’s kind of the dynamic of the two of 
us that brings out the lyrics in our songs and our 
experiences.”

The two musicians have performed for years 
and toured the Four Corner states, as well as Cal-
ifornia. They are excited about their EP, which is 
being released one song at a time.

plans ahead for their music. Gianni Jinks, another 
ASU student, is the guitarist and the backing vo-
cals for the band and Gage Heiner is the drummer. 
Shawn Sass is the bassist and Michael “Slack” Cully 
is also a guitarist and backing vocals. 

Michael Schuster, freshman business law 
major and the vocalist for the band, says they have 
had many fun experiences like music festivals and 
touring. 

“It’s been super awesome because we grew up 
watching bands and listening to bands that were 
doing all these cool things,” says Schuster. “We’ve 
been able to have all these experiences that we nev-
er thought we’d have.” 

“It’s been a dream come true on a smaller 
scale,” Schuster says.

him was opening for Lil Pump at a show in Texas 
where he got booed off the stage.

“It was a bunch of trap artists. We just fit the 
bill because our name was similar, but not our ac-
tual music,” says Washington. “So I learned a lot 
from that. Either you quit in that moment or you 
have to really, really believe in what you’re doing.” 

Once he became involved in music, his 
name was a big part of the learning process. After 
several months, he made a name change that had 
a deeper meaning to him than his previous name, 
Milky Mel.

“After six months of people telling me that it 
had to change I eventually went to LIL QWERTY 
because I don’t think I’d be able to really make any-
thing without the internet so I felt like QWERTY 
was a good way to just kind of acknowledge that,” 
says Washington. 

With his experience and music, Washington 
said that moments like the Lil Pump show taught 
him to believe in himself and his music.
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TWO VIGNETTES

i.
It had begun to rain, and the park was empt y except for a boy, 

alone on the swings. The metal l inks of the swings were slick now, 
and their groan echoed across the park as the boy swung back and 
forth. The boy biked home as the rain started to clear. His father’s 

voice carried out onto the street, but if his mother said anything he 
could not hear it. Through the rust y screen door he could see her 

clutching a rolling pin to her chest as his father’s arms flailed about 
in front of her. There was a loud crash. It was all quiet now. The 

boy turned his bike and rode down the sidewalk past the tree that 
overlooked his driveway. Its fruit had fallen and now the air smelled 

of rotten grapefruit. 

i i.
“Let go of me,” she said, tr ying to wrestle her arm out of his grip. 

“Not until you listen,” he said. He was grabbing her wrist real tight 
and when he let go the red outline of his fingers was stil l on her 
skin. Their words carried throughout the entire restaurant and 

ever yone was just watching now. The maître d’ was coming over 
and he was in a real huff. “My word … can you imagine … my word,” 
he said. He told this couple to leave and his l ittle greasy moustache 

crinkled as he did. The guy was looking around now at ever yone 
watching him and he was getting all red in the face. The girl was 

covering her face with her hand and she was begging the guy to just 
leave, not to do anything. Please, she was saying, don’t do anything. 
He grabbed her with one arm and his leather jacket with the other 

and stormed out. Soon they were both outside in the dark. She told 
him she was sorr y that she just wasn’t feeling well. They kissed and 

he slapped her ass and they both got into his BMW and drove away. 

by Carson Abernethy
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